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GurrLRKBN,— The  nnhject  of  the  course 
of  lectures  on  which  we  are  about  to  en- 
ter, ii  one  which,  for  varietj,  intermt,  and 
iinpiirlinee,  is  secind  lo  none  olher  tiiui;ht 
Id  the  scl.aols.  An  assertion  of  this  kind 
in  the  ootaet,  in&y  tHuaiblj  rink  the  railing 
of  eipcFtationi  which  it  ma;  not  be  so 
eu]'  in  the  aequel  tn  realize:  but  it  is  pro- 

Cr,  at  all  hazaitU,  that  Ibe  fact  sbonld 
fairlj  ataled. 

Uf/fiuiian.— Forensic  meilieine,  in  iti 
litcni  aeaiCjiilEDiGet  medicine,  or  medical 
■cieoce,  adapted  to  the/rmin  or  court  of  jui- 
lice;  but  iti  actual  import  maj'  be  mora 
larKeljr  dcivribed.  A*  at  preaent  ttcaerally 
nndentood.  tt  comprehenda  all  that  medi- 
cal knowledge  wbicb  ia  available  for  tbe 
aacertainnieot  of  facts  required  in  the  ad- 
mtniitration  of  j  ustice,  and  that  informa- 
linn  wbieb  l>  requiaile  for  the  conalructioD 
of  certain  lawa.  Ad  unexceptionable  deE. 
uilioo  cannot  readily  begiTen.  [  mijcht 
qaote  to  jou  tbe  larioua  fnnDB  in  which 
tbe  beat  auihoritiee,  both  at  home  and 
«lHti*iI,  have  endeavonred  to  describe  and 
to' define  [he  object  of  this  stud;)  but  it 
iroald  not  be  a  reiy  pruUtable  mode  of 
spending  our  time ;  the  terms  already  em- 
pluyed  maj  perha'i*  be  deemed  sufficiently 
elear  and  tdequats  for  erery  purpose.  As 
an  art,  forensic  medicine  assisia  In  law- 
making a«  well  as  in  the  adniliilitratlon 
of  the  laws ;  it  comes  in  aid  of  the  le^is- 


Otktr  opfietlaliimi. — Tlie  distinctiTe  ap- 
pellation of  Forenaic  mediulnc — nin/irinii 
Jitmili — has  been  aanclioned  by  Latin 
writers  for  more  than  a  century,  and  ha* 

been  ryeely  adopted  in  rarious  countries; 
particalarlv  in  Ital^  and  Spain,  As  a 
BjDonyro,  Legal  medicine — n&dicina  Itgalu, 
tnAltrnu  Mgnlf — ia  iiaed  principally  hy  onr 
French  contemporariea,  and  is,  perhapt, 
la  some  degree,  a  preferable  term  to  that 
used  among  ns,  as  more  obTiously  imply- 
ing an  immediate  relation  to  law.  The 
Juridical  or  Judicial  medicine  of  some  au. 
thors,  thnugh  it  approach  in  signiScation 
to  the  Gerichtl  chi  Mrdicin,  G.  AnHrikandr, 
G.  An>,eiw:uenchujl.  of  the  Oennans,  can- 
notbeconsideredas  a»erycorrectlitlc;  for 
medical  men  are  neier  called  on  to  de- 
clare what  is  or  is  not  the  law;  their  busi- 
neas  in  courts  of  jaalice  ia  simply  to  ascer* 
tain  facts  whereby  the  law,  as  interpreted 
by  tbe  proper  authorities,  may  be  duly 
adminislered.  But  what  shall  we  say  of 
Medical  juriaprudence ?  —  an  unfortunate 
miaaomer,  which  baa  obtained  a  fooling  ia 
1  h  i  a  cou  n  try ,  and  w  h  i  ch  bega  D  tn  be  emp  I  oyed 
before  the  aubjectit  wasintendcd  tn  denote 
was  rightly  understood.  Medical  juris- 
prudence is  syDonymous,or  identical,  with 
medical  law;  using  the  term  law  in  its 
iirdinar}' sense  of  legal  science.  Now  who 
shall  say  that  medical  law  and  legal  medi- 
cine mean  the  same  thing'  Might  we  not 
as  well  assert  that  tbe  chestnut  horse  and 
the  borsechefltnuc  are  equivalent } 

But  whalerer  be  the  appellation  we 
give  this  study— whether  forensic,  legal,  or 
juridical  medicine — its  nature  and  objects 
are  cosy  to  be  recognized.  It  minialers  to 
certain  necessities  of  man  aa  a  member  of 
society,  just  as  clinical  medicine  docs  to  hi* 
wants  as  au  individual.  That  the  duty  of 
the  medical  practitioner  is  not  confined  to 
thesickchamberhas  long  been  known  :  tbe 
medical  man  haa  also  to  attend  the  court 
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caring  or  preventing  disease,  sach  a  defi-  In  the  laws  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and 

nition    is    now    generally    admitted    to  Romans  there    are    many    medico  Icf^al 

be  incomplete,  for  it  does  not  embrace  the  provisions  to  be  detcctea ;    yet,  passing 

praiqtitioner's  duties  in  aid  of  the  oonatruc-  over  several   centuries,    when     we  come 

tion  and  administration  of  the  laws.  to    the    great    work    of  Justinian,    the 

Hiitory.— This,  gentlemen,  is  no  mere  Cirrpus  Juris  Chilis^  we  are  surprised  to 
modem  or  new-fangled  application  of  find  in  it  no  ordinance  expressly  requiring 
medical  science ;  it  is  nearly  as  old  as  reference  to  be  made  to  medical  practi- 
dinical  medicine  itself.  It  is  not  nnrea-  tioners,  and  that,  although  tlie  medici  of  the 
tonable  to  suppose  that  mankind  possessed  period  were  not  an  obscure  nur  an  unprivi- 
aome  degree  of  medical  knowledge  even  leged  class.  The  presence  of  midwivcfi, 
before  they  were  collected  into  communi-  indeed,  was  distinctly  enjoined  in  exe- 
ties :  but  it  is  not  possible  to  believe  that  eating  the  law  de  ventre  inspiciendo  ;  but 
this  event  took  place,  and  that  laws  were  there  are  several  of  the  enactments  which 
institoted  for  the  governance  of  society,  could  not  possibly  be  put  in  force  with 
witiiont  the  aid  of  some  deg^ree  of  medical  any  r^ara  to  justice  without  the  inter- 
skill  in  their  formation,  and  some  also  in  vention  of  medical  witnesses,  —  the  lex 
having  them  properly  executed.  A  rapid  Aquilia,  for  example,  which  ordered  that 
glance  at  the  oistory  of  forensic  medicine  damages  should  be  paid  for  personal 
will  not  here  be  out  of  place  :  it  will  injuries, — and  the  Lex  Cornelia  de  sicariU  et 
show  at  how  early  a  period  medioo-lcffal  venejim,  which  took  cognizance  of  homi- 
questioos  becan  to  be  entertained,  also  cide  by  weapons  or  poison, 
what  sort  of  questions  have  principally  It  is  a  curious  fact  in  the  history  of 
occupied  the  attention  of  legislators  and  legislation,  that  at  the  very  time  Justinian 
Jurists,  from  the  most  ancient  date  up  to  in  the  East  was  intent  on  giving  the 
the  present  time.  But  it  were  not  pos-  world  a  body  of  laws  that  should  concen* 
sible  ^nor  perhaps  desirable,  if  possible)  to  trate  all  the  civil  wisdom  of  the  age,  the 
enter  largely  into  historical  detail  within  warlike  nations  in  the  north-western  parts 
the  limits  of  an  opening  lecture :  so  that  of  Europe  were  engaged  in  a  similar,  but, 
I  shall  have  to  refer  you,  for  the  principal  of  course,  a  far  more  rude,  design.  Before 
flu:ts  and  dates,  to  the  Tabular  View  of  the  election  of  the  Merovingian  kin;^  the 
the  History  and  Literature  of  Forensic  most  powerful  tribe,  that  of  the  Franks, 
Medicine  here  drawn  op  for  your  inspec-  appointed  four  venerable  chieftains  to 
tion  [see  the  Table  subjoined  to  the  lee-  compose  the  Salic  laws,  and  their  labours 
.ture].  I  have  divided  the  whole  series  of  were  approved  in  three  successive  assem- 
events  into  two  periods;  in  the  first  of  which,  blies  of  toe  people.  Somewhat  later,  the 
the  principles  of  the  art  may  be  recog.  customs  of  the  Ripuarians  were  tran- 
nized  as  existing,  though  not  practised  by  scribed  and  published;  and  the  Visigoths 
a  separate  order  of  practitioners,  or,  in-  were  among  the  latest  to  secure  for  them- 
deed,  by  medioJ  men  at  all.  as  was  the  selves  one  of  the  principal  benefits  of 
case  with  clinical  medicine  itself  in  the  civilized  society.  The  institutions  of  these 
beginning :  the  second  period  commences  nntutored  tribes  have  come  down  to  us, 
about  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen-  and  are  found  to  contain  several  ordinances 
tuiy,  when,  by  a  special  ordinance  of  the  which  must  have  given  considerable  lati- 
Oerman  Emperor,  the  intervention  and  tnde  to  medical  authority  in  courts  of 
assistance  of  medical  witnesses,  in  certain  justice.  The  capitularies  also  of  Charle- 
specified  cases  occurring  in  courts  of  jns-  magna,  founded  on  the  Salic  and  Ripua- 
tice,  were  provided.  rian   laws,   are   understood  to    go   still 

Period  1. — In  relation  to  the  first  period  fhrthcr,  and  to   render  the  evidence  of 

I  shall  be  very  brief.  We  find,  in  the  sacred  medical  men,  in  certain  cases,  indispensa- 

books  of  Moses,  the  first  written  rudiments  ble.    But  the  decretals  of  the  Popes  sanc- 

of  forensic  medicine.  There  are  there  stated  tioned  a  superior  and  more  express  discre- 

certain  distinctions  to  be  observed  with  tion :  in  one  of  them,  an  ordinance  of 

regard  to  wounds— homicide— violation—  Innocent  the  Third,  of  the  date  1209,  it  is 

.cnminal  abortion— diseases  and  disqualifi-  distinctly  provided  that  in  a  case  of  homi- 

cations — theproofsof  virginity,  &c.  found-  cide  by  alleged  wounds,  there  should  be 

ed  on  medical  principles,  and  to  be  ascer-  procured  the  testimony,  or  the  judgment, 

tained  by  the  inquiries  of  persons  compe-  rather,  of   experienced  practitioners— i/t 

tently  skilled.  peritorum  Judicio  mediecrum    tali$    percussio 

But  the  earliest  special  tract  extant  on  a  astereretur,  Sje,,  an  expression,  by  the  way, 
medico- 1ml  subject  is  that  of  Galen,  on  which  corresponds  with  that  of  Baldus, 
the  detection  of  persons  who  feign  disease:  the  celebrated  jurisconsult  of  Perugia, 
this  was  produced  in  the  second  century  who,  in  his  commentary  on  the  Pandects 
of  our  era  *.  has  said,  that  medical  men  were  no  common 
—  witnesses — ^thev  had  rather  a  judgment  to 

*  8e«  If soicAL  Oassttb,  voU  xvii.  p.  969.  deliveri  than  t£eir  simple  testimony. 
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tWni  3.— Bui  I  iDDit  huten  to  the  Ilpie«,imd  tlicadraoceditate  to  wbicbthf 
second  period  of  our  incilico-1cf{Kl  bistniy.  xtiidj  hu  been  bmaKhl  in  nmaexion  with 
narked  b;  Ibc  famnm  oidinance  of  Ihe  the  luoiei  of  Luuu,  Cluiiuaier,  Tiidert, 
Empcmr  Cbarlej  the  Fiflh.  Variou*  OrfllB.and  otbern, are fkcli  too  well  known 
ci ream) tun cet  conapinnl  to  thU  iniporUnt  to  require  dwelling;  nn  in  this  rapid  aketch. 
enactment  i  anatnm;  had  now  Fur  ■nine  Inllelg. — Italy  may  boaat  ufhaTing  pro- 
time  bcm  tnelj  piacliKd,and  the  superior  duced  some  oflhc  earllettEvitemalicwriten 
Tftlua  of  medico-legal  teiitlinan;.  ronoded  on  rorentic  medicine;  andbaptiitaCodron' 
OD   the  nccroraopic  appearancen,  had  be-  cbi,  of  Imnla,  i*  probably  entitled  in  great 

En   to  be  nnderttooJ.    CrimiDal  code*  measure   to  that   precedence  which    bai 

d   been  drawn  np  bj   tba  biabani  tif  Kenerally  been  awaJrdeil  tohia  cuantiyman 

Wiittboig  awi  Bambai^,  in  wi^  Iba  FtOdL   Cadmna^  is  ldB7,  pnbliihed  at 

topuitanee  of  medical  ertdence  w«*  not  t)w  n«akibit  praBi  his    tiact   antitled 

overiooked.    With  gocfa  aidn  to  itn  cnm.  AteJwrfw  u^ifiandi,  in  wbldt  a*  he  mjb 

pletion  and  luccen  was  the  HaligtridUtard.  biiaaeK^  mme  letj  dificull  bat  most  in- 

■HKafiOrgrandcriininal  conitilullnn  nftbe  tcreating   questlnan  are   treated:     aniong 

empire,eonipuied,and  first  pubiiibed  in  the  Ibeee  are  feigned  diseases,  real  maladiei 

Jri   1S33.      I  refer  vou  to  the  historical  or    injuries    running  grounds    of  excBM 

table  fnr  tbe  headsoftlie  partleuUrclausei  or  disqualification,  suspected  poisoning, 

which  are  of  a  medico  l^al  nature,  only  wilful  aburlion,  legitimacy,  rirginity,  im- 

taking  occasion  here  to  obsene,  that  bj  potence, pregnancy,  ju:. ;  in>bort,hislittle 

Ibis  ordinance,  the  presence  of  medical  book  is  a  collection  of  medico-legal  topica 

practitioners,  in  tbeir  respective  gmdei,  tctj  remarkable  for   their  date,  tfaouah 

was  secnred  in  courts  uf  justice,  whenerer  not  discnned   in  any  regular  order.      In 

their  eridence  was  required  for  judicial  his  preface  he  speaks  confidently,  and,  to 

purpoKS.  all  appearance,  correctly,  of  his  being  tbe 

Lrr(d  uuiimi  in   Frmrt. — France  fol-  first  to  proceed  in   this  track,  and  to  set 

lowed  the   example   of   Germany  :    tbe  the  example  of  a  better  kind  of  teatimouj 

reports  and  opinions  of  medical  men  were  than  bad  been  in  use  Iberetofbre. 

held  to  be  indiipeniable  in  criminal  pro-  Fire   jeart  later  appeared   tbe  well- 

cenes  relating  tn  personal  injuries,  suspi-  known  work    of   Fortnnato   Fedeti,   Da 

dnus  deaths,  qncxtionable  anicidee,  &c. ;  Rttaliimihiu     Metiiaimm,     Palermo      1602, 

and  KTcral  French  dncnmenis  arc  extant,  in  which  there  is  certainly  a  wider  ranse 

which  were  drawn  up  at  a  very  early  date  of  subjects  than  is  found  in  Codronchi'i 

In  luch  circumstances.  Ambrose  Parf,  that  treatise.    But  the  author  seems  to  have 

flluatriout  old  sni^eon,  was  decidedlv  the  bad  nn  idea  of  having  been  anticipated  by 

earlieslwriternfa  treatise  for  the  guidance  any  one.    With  conscious  pride  he  says 

of  medico- legal  practitioners.    Hisbookof  id  t^uidtm  pnfiteri  poanm,  limiiit  argumiHli 

RatMirts,  some  portloni  of  which  seem  to  apui   nut^uani    antaa    qutd    iciam    in-  turn* 

hare  appeared  as  early  as  l516,contain(  a  WHiBf.     Fedcli   obtained  quite  as  much 

rariely  of  precepts  and  maiiras  relating  to  repntatiou  as   he  merited   by  this  book, 

MUM  of  tbe  most  Important  qnestions  in  a  book    remarkable,  no   doubt,   for    the 

legal  medicine.    On  wounds,  as  inflicted  period  in   which  it  appeared  ;    but  con- 

befora  or  afler  death — on  the  signs  of  suf.  aiderin);  the  cmde  nature  of  its  contents, 

focation,  particularly  in  infbnt  children —  the  Aristolelic  formality  with  which  it  is 

on  the  proofs  of  virginity,  with  reference  composed,   and    tbe   superstitious   error* 

b>  defloration — on  imjiotcnce — on  lesions  with  which  it  abiiunds,  one  cannot  readily 

of  tbe  viscera,  and  on  tarioos   kinds  uf  assign  a  reason  fur  its  continuing  to  b« 

death,  there  are  many  sound  rules  pre-  so  lani  looked  upon  as  an  authority.     It 

•crIbM.    But  itwasnot  inthisbookalone  went  uirougb  three  or  four  editions, and 

dwt  Pari  treated  of  medico-legal  subjects :  seventy  years  after  its  first  appearance  was 

in  terand  olbei  parts  of  bis  works  we  End  thought  worthy  of  being  re-produced  by  a 

aolioet  of  a  imilar  description.     In  bis  learned  prufessar  of  Leipsic. 

S4tb  boob  he  mentions  the  signs  of  pr^-  But    the  great  medico  legal  luminaiT 

nancy;  lnthe2Athbe  gives  some  en rio us  of  the   Italians  was    Paulo    Zacchia,    a 

Inetanees  of  feigned  disoiden,  and  of  ibe  man   of  great   learning,  singular  talent, 

■letbods    by  which    thev   were   detected ;  and  sound  jadgmeni.     Ha  was  (he  great 

■Dd  in  bts  31st  book  he  lays  down  certain  authority    of   bis    day;    and    there    has 

prindplea  relating  to  poisons.  In   order,  scarcely  been  a  writer  since  on  Porensie 

■a  be  MjB  exprosly,   that  the   surgeon  medicine,  who    lias    not,  more   or   less, 

Btgbt  be  enabled  to  dlstinguixh  by  cer-  availed   himself  of  the  rich  treasures  of 

tain  linis  tbe  proofs  of  poiaoning,  and  tn  that  amazing  performance,  the  QiMitimn 

give  a  bithfal  report  thereof  to  the  judges  Mtdiailt^aln  ( 1021— l&il).     Ai  may  rea- 
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moDouDced  to  the  world,  this  roluminoas  sufficient  account  of  the  appearances  no- 
work  mbonnds  with  matter  which  at  pre-  ticed  after  death.  The  i>ains  taken  to  do 
aent  is  of  very  little  practical  utility :  ana-  this  may  be  efltimate<l  from  the  steps  adopt- 
tomy,  surg^ery,  physiolog^y,  chemistry,  and  ed  by  Sir  Theodore  Mayenie,  the  first  ph^- 
tberapeu tics,  have  all  been  greatly  altered  sician  in  ordinary  to  his  Majesty,  and  m 
and  reformed  since  it  was  written;  and  his  time  reckoned  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
the  digressions,  poetical  passages,  quota-  profession.  We  find  in  his  works  a  mi- 
tions  from  old  nistories,  samples  of  the  nute  account  of  the  last  iltne^s  and  death 
Aristotelian  philosophy  and  Galenism,  of  Henry,  drawn  up  both  in  French  and 
which  prevailed  at  that  period,  have  ren-  Latin;  to  which  is  appended  thecertifi- 
dercd  it  now  rather  a  source  of  recreation  cate  of  the  King  ami  Lords  in  Council, 
than  of  profitable  research.  attesting   the  satisfactory  nature  of  the 

Jn  Germany.  —  Germany,  though  the  narrative,  and  acquitting  Sir  Tlicodore  of 
source  and  birth-place  of  Forensic  medi-  all  blame  in  the  transaction.  But  the  de. 
cine,  and  in  later  times  so  productive  of  tails  of  the /M«r-mort^m  report  are  miserably 
great  names  in  connexion  with  the  study,  meagre,  and  utterly  unsatisfactory  in  a 
Tet  seems  to  have  done  little  or  nothing  medicolegul  point  of  view.  It  should  be 
\n  a  systematic  way  till  nearly  a  century  recollected  that,  at  the  time  referred  t<i, 
aAer  Italy.  It  was  not  totally  idle,  how-  Harvey  w-as  pursuing  tho^e  investigations 
ever,  in  cultivating  particular  branches  of  which  have  since  immortalized  him,  and 
the  subject.  The  hydrostatic  test,  for  ex-  shed  so  much  glory  on  his  country, 
ample,  by  which  the  question  of  the  re-  I  must  be  permitted  to  dwell  for  a  mo- 
ipiration  of  the  new-bom  child,  in  refe-  roent  on  the  name  of  Harvey,  which  it  is 
rencc  to  the  charge  of  infauticide,  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  connect  with  the 
sought  to  be  determined,  was  contrived  history  of  Forensic  medicine  in  England, 
in  Germany  towards  the  latter  part  of  That  illustrious  man,  however  little  motive 
the  seventeenth  century.  Carl  Rayger  there  was  in  his  time  for  attending  to  such 
suggested,  and  John  Schreyer  employed  observations, did  not  allow  at  least  one  phy- 
it  for  forensic  purposes.  Other  perform-  Bi<ilogical  fact,  bearing  on  a  vitally  impor. 
ances  likewise  of  the  Germans,  about  this  tant  question  of  Forensic  medicine,  to 
time,  were  fraught  with  utility:  on  wounds  escape  him.  It  was  known  to  Galen  that 
— <m  the  proofs  of  homicide^on  deflora-  the  lungs  of  the  fuctus  were  red,  heavy, 
lion  —  and  on  alleged  sorcery,  writings  and  dense,  and  that  they  aflerwanis 
of  considerable  value  were  pnM^uced.  But  became  white,  light,  and  of  more  deli- 
It  was  in  the  subsequent  century  that  bril-  cate  texture.  Harvey,  however,  went 
liant  prog^ress  was  made  among  the  Ger-  much  farther.  The  physician  of  Per- 
nans  in  Forensic  medicine:  then  it  was  gamus  made  no  inference  of  medieo- 
that  they  attained  that  mastery  which  they  legal  diagnosis;  he  did  not  even  say  that 
still  continue  to  hold.  It  would  occupy  the  change  was  produced  //^respiration; 
more  time  than  we  can  at  present  afford  nay,  he  gives  us  to  understand  that  the 
even  to  enumerate  the  labours  of  Bohn,  change  in  colour  and  texture  is  a  sort  of 
Teichmeyer,  Hebenstreit,  Haller  (for  Hal-  vital  process  that  spontaneously  takes 
ler  taught  Forensic  medicine),  Ploucquet,  place  preparatory  to  the  process  of  respi- 
Daniel,  Metzger,  Platner,  and  a  host  of  ration.  Now  our  great  physiologist  not 
others,  who  contributed  to  raise  the  science  only  noticed  the  fact  of  change  ojf  colour 
to  a  degree  of  importance  previously  little  in  the  fcetal  lungs,  but  stated  the  true 
to  be  anticipated.  But  we  shall  have  cause  of  the  change,  and  suggested  that 
ample  opportunities  of  adverting  to  the  this  phenomenon  might  serve  to  distin- 
peculiarservices  and  merits  of  the  German  guish  whether  the  mother  had  brought 
jurists  hereafter.  forth  still  bom  offspring,  or  issue  that  had 

In  England.'-When  from  this  review  of  breathed  after  birth, 

the  progress    of   Forensic    medicine    on  The  passage  in  which  this  remark  oc- 

the    continent,    we    turn    our    eyes    to  curs  should  be  highly  prized  by  English 

what  has  taken  place  in  England  at  an  medical   jurists.      It  will   be  Vound   in 

early  date,  we    find  almost  a  complete  the    70th     Exercitation,    De    Generatione 

blank— scarcely  a  trace  of  the  least  at-  Animalium: — ^  In    embryone    hoc    tem- 

tention    having   been    paid  to    it ;    and  pore  dissecto,"  says  Harvey,  speaking  of 

morbid  anatomy  itself  in    a    deplorable  the  fcetus  that  has  comiueteu  the  fifth 

degree  of  backwardness.    When  the  young  month   of  intra- uterine   life,    "  interiora 

Prince    Henry,  the  hope  of  the   nation,  omnia  distincta  et  perfecta  conspiciuntur: 

died  in   1607,  and  it  was  p<»pularly  be-  pnesertim  ventriculus,intestina,cor,renes, 

lleved  for  a  time  that  he  had  been  poi-  pulmones;  qui  etiam  in  lobos  divisi  san- 

•oned  ^  through   the  contrivances   of   the  guinolenti  apparent,  formamque  dcbitam 

fkvourite  Somerset,  it  became,  of  course,  nacti  sunt.    Color  autem  his  rubicundior 

an  object  with  the  physicians  who  attend-  est,  quam  iis  qui  aerem  aliquando  inspira- 

ed  the  Prince  in  his  last  illness  to  give  a  root ;  quod  pulmones;  ab  co  dilatati^  al- 
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bcilinem  iodaanL    £iifw  iiuUeitfidU  hiUr- 

pepertrii :  illico  cnim  Bb  inajiintii  mere, 
mulatur  pnlmnnnm  cnlnr;  qui.ctUm  pa»t 
repenlina  Ikta,  idem  permaneL" 

The  n-ork  from  whitli  tbin  pauaM  fa 
taken  w^s  lint  puhlishLii  in  1631,  and  the 
fact  whicb  il  annDUiicei  was  jirobublj 
obwrreil  Kreial  yean  prcvinualy.  Now 
tbc  tciLi  Tor  inlkntkiiU  did  mil  b^n 
InbcinijniredlDtu,  e*cn  in  Gcnnany, until 
nearly  lliirty  jean  a^er  tli«  date  juit 
int'DliiHwd. 

I  mint  lotsa  nvcr  a  wbnio  centniy  Trnni 
tbii  time  berorc  I  can  find  nn^/  Ibing  elae 
jmrtliiilorlj  deacTiin^  of  unlice  in  the 
pruccedinKi  uf  practitmnen  and  writen  in 
(ireat  Britain.  The  tvii  Hantcn  at 
Icn^h  rwntrihule  indirectly  to  the  Mad;  : 
John  Iluulcr,  by  liio  reicarclies  relative  In 
the  tTtatmont  of  the  dninncd;  and  Wil. 
liaiDi  by  hia  embryiiiiiry,  aod  hi*  remnrk! 
on  the  Mj^ni  of  child- murder ;  in  wliivb 
tatler,  bowerer,  he  shews  himnclf  lu  be 
my  impeifccllj  aetiuaintcd  with  tho  in- 
TcMiRatinns  o(  hi*  (iredcceMuira  and  con- 
t«mp(irarie».  At  lbs  time  that  William 
Hunter  sUted  hiii  objectinna  lo  the  by- 
droslalic  teil,  Haller  and  Murgagni  hud 
already  pronounced  their  o]iinJnnsnpnn  il, 
bad  diwuBsed  the  argumenti  pn  and  cm, 
in  respect  tu  its  value,  and  derided  in  its 
favour  provided  il  were  diwrcetly  npiilieil. 
Plnuci|uct,  atici,  and  Daniel,  hod  publish. 
cd  iheir  remarkn  (in  tiiat  test,  and  sng- 
gnted  nthen  of  their  nun  in  cmendatlun 
of  it ;  but  Hunter  seemed  to  knuw  nothing 
of  these  things.  In  fact,  thungh  bin  tniet 
nn  Child-tnurder  is  slill  refercEd  tci  us  an 
anthiirity,  particularly  by  mcmben  of  tho 
legal  profession,  its  author,  when  it  was 
prodaced,  was  nearly  a  century  behind  hia 
time,  for  be  stated  not  one  meilico-legal 
objcelion  Ibat  had  not  been  proposed  and 
CDRvaised  alwve  at  least  SO  years  befcire. 

II  was  subsequent  to  the  publication  of 
HuDler's  tract  that  the  first  systematic 
treatise  on  legal  medicine  was  produced 
in  thii  country.  This  was  an  abridged 
tnnalation  of  Faseliua's  Elements,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Farr,  which  appeared  in  ITH8, — 
the  original  work  of  Fateliui  being  at 
that  time  shore  iwcoly  years  old!  Yel 
•Dch  was  the  rompendinin  which  sofBced 
In  England  no  to  the  preaent  century, 
wben  a  few  efemenlary  works  began  to 
make  Ibelr  appearance  at  intervHls.  Of 
late,  indeed,  there  is  not  so  much  room 
tn  complain:  we  can  even  boost  of 
baring  some  rery  respectable  treatises  on 
Fuiensic  medicino  in  our  language.  The 
Ute  Or.  Qordon  Smith  produced  works  of 
coDsidemble  value,  in  his  Principles,  and 

'  "  ■  ■  Poris 

Co  the 


and  interesting  volumes;  and  Dr.  Beck 
■cDt  as  fnim  be* ond  the  Atlantic  a  most 
important  pniduetion,  which  has  become 
nalnroliied  amongst  as— con  sli  to  ting,  In- 
deed, at  present  nnr  best  book  nf  Elements, 
and  one  that  is  eminently  serviceable  to 
the  mcilico-legal  practiliimer. 

It  is  now  more  than  thirty  years  sinc« 
an  event  oecorrrd  which  onght  to  havo 
had,  as,  Indeed,  it  baa  bad,  a  cnnaidenLble 
infloenvc  in  the  pnimotinn  nf  Forensic 
medicine  in  this  country.  Through  a 
strong  recommendalion  to  Qovemment, 
a  profeisonhrp  uf  Medical  Juris|>mdence 
and  Police  nas  fnnuded  in  the  Unircrailj 
of  Edinbiirf^h,  In  1803  :  but  for  several 
year*  after,  though  the  chair  wa»  occupied 
by  a  very  able  profriaor  (the  bite  Dr. 
l>uncan),littIeatlcnti»nRas]>aidtolhesub- 
jccl:  nordidlhcemulamentiiof  the  appoint- 
ment much  exceed  the  salary  olltiwed  by 
the  crown.  Of  late,  however,  the  study  lias 
been  more  successfully  pursued,  becauoe 
patronized  by anthorily;  itbni  been  enjoin- 
ed in  the  curhcula  of  sercml  of  imrmcdicnl 
corpomtioDs:  first  in  Edinburgfa  I'niversilr 
parliall;  ;  then.  In  lt»!],  in  the  Coll<^  ^ 
Surgeons  in  Ireland;  in  1630,  by  the  So- 
ciety of  Apfitheiariei  in  I,ondon  ;  and  in 
I63'l,  by  the  Collerc  of  Su^consin  Edin- 
burgh. The  I,ondoD  College  nf  Physi. 
eions  alaii,  in  ticlr  new  curriculum,  have 
adopted  Forensic  medicine ;  though, 
strangely  enough,  the  iKindon  College  of 
Sur^roiia  hove  mil  yet  thought  proper  lo 
admit  it,  nutwlth!' Ian  ding  that  it  has  be- 
come almoat  popularly  and  familiarly  re- 
cognised  as  a  deportment  of  the  highest 

ladiipttaabW  lo  Urilitli  jinicliltiinrri.— The 
peculiar  posltlnn  In  which  medtcat  prae. 
titioners  in  this  country  are  placed,  in 
respect  to  the  ieffil  tribunals,  must  neces- 
sarily lead  to  snch  a  recognition ;  for  there 
arc  not  here — as  there  are  in  France, 
Italy,  Germany,  and  other  countries  — 
persons  specially  appointed  to  the  discbanto 
of  medico-legal  functions  ;  ron9C(|uently, 
in  the  event  uf  medical  evidence  being 
required  amongst  ns,  any  practitioner  in 
any  manner  connected  wiih  the  case,  or 
perhaps  having  no  anterinr  cognizance  nf 
it  whatever,  may  be  called  upon  to  act  >u 
the  capacity  uf  a  medical  jurist. 

Hut  our  taws,  perhaps  it  may  be  siip- 
poaed,  are  of  a  different  eharactcr  from  t  hose 
of  olher  countriea  ;  we  do  not  here  take 
cognixance  of  those  minutls  on  whicb  the 
dcci.sion  of  coses  in  the  foreign  courta  de- 
peudi-  In  other  words,  it  may  be  at- 
tempted In  be  alli^ed  ihnt  medical  aid  is 
not  euenlially  ncceaaary  for  the  adminis- 
tration or  compoaitiun  nf  British  law. 

If  such  an  assertion  bo  scrioualy  mode, 
it  can   easily  be  ahnwn   tn   be  inconsia. 
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only  to  nppesl  to  the  history  of  our  laws—  nor  is  the  nceenity  for  modieo-legal  aid  by 
criminal,  ecclesiastical,  and  civil — to  see  any  means  lessened  owing  to  tliat  circum- 
how  the  matter  really  stands.  stance. 

The  laws   of  E norland,  like  onr  Ian-        A  better  example  of  the  cautions  poli^ 
gnage,  may  be  traced  to  rarious  sources ;    to  which   I  allude  cannot    be  afibrMU 
they  aw  .the  concentrated  wisdom,  not  only     than  that  which  w«  find  in  the  statute 
of  our  own  ancestor*,  but  of  those  of  other    wfaidi  I  hohl  in  my  hands.     It  is  the  9 
and  more  ancient  nation*.    Onr  civil  and     Geo.  IV.  dbap.  81,  commonly  called  Lord 
canon  law,  which  preyails  in  the  ecclesias«     Lansdowne^  Act.  Itconsists  of  thirty -eight 
tical  and  certain  other  courts,  is  almost    sections,  consolidating  onr  statute  law  rela- 
wholly  borrowed  from  the  codes  of  Jnsti-     tive  to  offences  against  the  person  ;  and 
nian  and  The(»dosiu«,  and  from  the  Deere-    though  full  five-and-twenty  of  tliose  sec- 
talsof  the  Popes ;  while  our  common  law,    tions  are  of  a  medico-legal  nature,  or  re- 
based  on  the  enactments  of  our  Etfaelberts,    quiring  the  eTideuve  of  medical  witnesses, 
onr  Alfreds,  and  onr  Edwards,  has  been  en-     in  order    that    the    provisions    of    each 
riched  by  the  experience  of  ages,  and  may    should  be  duly  satistted,  several  of  them 
fairlv  lay  claim  to  the  designation  which    requiring  the  substantiation  (»f  facts  only 
has  by  some  been  accorded  to  it— namely,     to  be  ascertained  by  the  examination  of 
that  of  iK'ing  the  perfection  of  human    competent  medical  men,  there  is  not  one 
reason.  Now  the  civil  law,  already  noticed    word,  fhim  beginning  to  end,  explicitly 
in  speaking  of  the  Corpus  Juris  and  the    referring  to  professional  testimony :   the 
Decretals,  contains  many  provisions    of    nature  of  the  proofs  required,  however, 
a  medico-legal  natnre :  these  provisions    can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  persons  by 
have,   many    of    them,    been  transmit-    whom  those  proofs  are  to  be  ascertained, 
ted  to  us  in  their    original    integritv  ;        But  the  practice  of  oar  courts  puts  the 
and  I  can  give  vou,  as  an  example,  tne    matter  beyond  a  questitni.    Though  there 
practice  followed    when  it  is  necessary    areamongns  no  recognized  medical  jurists 
to  ascertain  pregnancy,  in  the  conduct    —no  special  class  of  medical  referees — we 
of  civil  suits.    The  writ  called,  after  the    find  few  trials  in  which  persons  discharg- 
Roman  Ian*,  de  ventrt  inspitimdo^  is  issued,    ing  such  functions  are  not  specially  re- 
and  a  jury  of  diKreet  and  experienced    quired  to  he  present,  and  called  upon  to 
persons  is  called  upon  to  execute  it    In    elucidate,  by  their  opinions,  the  difficul- 
criminal  cases,  when  pregnancy  is  pleaded    ties  that  may  arise.    Observe  the  busi- 
in  bar  of  execution,  a  jury  of  mafrrmj  must    ness  on  circuit:  in  almost  all  the  cases 
give  a  verdict  on  the  plea :  but  the  usual    occurring  at  the  spring  and  summer  as- 
practice  has  for  some  time  been  to  suli-    sizes,  the  testimony  of  members  of  the  pro- 
stitute certain  professional  examiners  in-    fession  is  deemed  of  vital  importance ;  the 
stead.  I  might  refer  to  many  of  our  ancient    medical  man  seems  to  be  the  very  hinge  on 
statutes  in  like  manner,  to'show  that  they    which  each  case   tnms,  the    arbiter   by 
c  'Utain    clanse^,    the    administration   of    whose   decision    the  matter    (frequently 
which  can  only  be,  as  it  commonly  has    matter  of  life  and  death)  is  determined, 
been,   properly   effected  by  medico- legal     Look,  again,  to  that  more  ordinary  and 
assistance.    Take  the  statute  25th  of  Ed-    familiar  conrt,  the  Coroner's—the  impor- 
ward  III.  c   2,  concerning  the  crime  of    tent  originator  of  further  proceedings — 
high  treason,  in  compassing  or  imagining    where  almost  the  entire  business  (with  the 
t'le  death  of  the  king — vi(»lating  certain    exception,  indeed,  only  of  treasure  trove, 
females  of  the  royal  family— claying  the    and  wreck  cases)  consists  of  matter  of 
judges,  &c    The  application  of  this  sta-    medico-legal  investigation.     In  few  and 
tute  has  rarely  taken  place,  nor  could  it  well    rare  instances  can  a  Coroner's  inquest  be 
bo  conducted,  without  mediod  evidence    properly  conducted  without  medical  tes- 
being  tendered.  Or  take  the  laws  of  May-    timony ;  yet— and  it  is  a  good  illustration 
hem,  or  maiming,  which  were  very  an-    of  the  non-intervention  principle  of  our 
cient,  or  the  Coventry  act,  according  to    laws — ^though  there  are  probably  not  less 
which  the  guilt  of  the  accused  depended  on    than  ^le  or  six  thousand  inquests  held  by 
his  having,  with  a  certain  intent,  inflicted    coroners  annually,  throughout  the  coun- 
peculiar  wounds— such  as  slitting  the  nose,    try,  in  almost  every  one  of  which  medical 
cutting  out  or  disabling  the  tongue  or  any    evidence  is  indispensably  required  ^  it  has 
member:  medical  evidence  was  here  also    been  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  co- 
absolutely  necessary.    It  is  certainly  tmc,    ronerto  procure  that  evidence ;  there  is  no 
that  in  these,  or  any  other  of  our  laws,  there    medical  man  on  whom  he  is  specially  au- 
has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  any  mention  of    thorizedtocall ;  he  must  exercise  his  inge- 
medical  referees.    But  this  is  only  consis.    nuity  to  obtain  what  hedeemssufficienttcs- 
tent  with  the  cautious  reserve  so  remarka-    timony,  and  has  been  ftvquently  reduced 
ble  in  our  legislation,  which  always  chooses    to  great  difl&onlties  in  this  respect,  having 
to  leave  as  much  as  possible  to  the  discre-    had  (until  the  passing  of  the  new  Mcdi- 
tionaiy  management  of  iU  functionaries ;    cal  Witnesses'  Act)  no  remuneration  to 
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ofer  to  the  pnrf^enioiuJ  mmn  for  the  trouble  nomena  of  asphyxift  by  drowning,  itrang- 

of  attending.  ling,  and  so  forth,  must  be  can^Uy  dif • 

We  thus  aee  how,  both  by  the  construe-  crimiDated ;   and  any  saspiciooi-looking 

tion  of  oar  law  and  the  practice  of  its  fluids  in  the  stomach  or  boweb  must  be 

fbnctionariet,  we  are  all  in? olved  largely  chemically  analyzed. 

in  the  duty  of  aiding  the  furtherance  of  In  most  cases  of  alleged  unmundnea  of 

iustice.    There  can  m  no  evasion.    The  im'n<2,— a  subject  of  so  much  interest  and 

law  requires  the  aidance  of  medical  skill,  importance  both  in  our  civil  and  criminal 

that  it  may  be  duly  administered,  and  eourtsof  justice^— the  medical  referee  has 

that  skill  it  may  require  at  the  hands  of  the  arduous  task  imposed  upon  him  of 

any  niafltitioner  in  the   kingdom.    The  stating  publicly   his  deliberate  opinions 

lepslature     presumes   every   practitioner  respecting  the  existence  or  non-existence 

competent  to  act  in  a  medico-legal  capa-  of  such  a  state  of  mind  as  is  consistent 

city ;  nor  may  any  medical  man,  however  with  responsibilitT  for  imputed  crime,  or 

eonecientions  or  scrupulous,  excuse  him-  competency  to  the  management  of  pro- 

■df  on  the  ground  of  his  not  beiiw  a  me.  perty.    He  must  be  able  to  distinguish  the 

dieal  Jurist;  when  summoned,  he  must  merely  eccentric  individual  from  the  per- 

onl^  make  the  best  figure  he  can  in  ex-  son  of  positively  unsound  mind:   he  must 

crawe   of  the   important   IVinctions   de-  define,   describe,  and  show  himself  ac- 

manded  of  him,  or  otherwise  plead  igno-  quainted  with   the   peculiarities   const! - 

imaoe,  and  suffer  accordingly  in  the  public  tuting  the  various  kinds  of  mental  aliena- 

eatimatioa.  tion :  and  here  again  I  need  not  add  the 

JDWiis  of  medical  jurirtt.— It  is  on  most  perils  that  lie  in  wait  for  the  professional 
ooearions  a  critical  office  to  discharge  well  witness  who  is  not  perfectly  prepared  for 
the  duties  of  a  medical  jurist  Let  us  take  the  task^— the  misadventures  that  have  oc- 
a  view  of  what  is  usually  imposed  on  eurred  are  matter  of  common  notoriety. 
the  piaetittoner,  when  called  upon  in  So  again  with  respect  to  wounds  or 
this  capacity.  Suppose  a  case  of  allesed  other  venomU  imuHet,  the  skill  of  the 
paiamimg  to  be  investigated,  and  that  medical  jurist  will  often  be  exercised.  The 
there  is  a  party  accused  of  that  crime,  question  may  be  as  to  the  consequence  of 
The  referee  must  in  such  a  case  bring  the  alleged  injury— whether,  in  case  death 
to  the  investigation  several  requisites  has  followed,  such  a  result  was  to  be  con- 
of  a  special  sort  He  must  have  a  sidered  as  inevitable  or  accidental;  and 
general  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  poi-  cases  of  this  kind  sometimes  involve  some 
sons :  he  must  be  able  to  distinguish  the  of  the  most  complicated  inquiries. 
effeets  of  poison  lh)m  those  of  natural  Special  education  and  diMcipline  neeeseary.  — 
disease;  he  must  be  familiar  with  the  Without  a  previous  and  an  especial  disci- 
morbid  appearances  produced  bjr  poison,  plioe  in  the  inquiries  relative  to  which  he 
and  in  nowise  confound  them  with  those  may  have  to  appear  in  a  court  of  justice, 
lesulting  from  other  causes.  By  com-  the  medical  witness  must  not  be  surprised 
petent  chemical  skill  he  must  be  able  to  to  find  himself  in  an  awkward,  if  not  a 
give  convincing  evidence  of  the  particular  veiy  dangerous,  situation.  Even  the  ablest 
odeterious  suMtance  wherewith  the  mis-  practitioners^— men  the  most' distinguish. 
ohief  has  been  done;  and  finally,  he  must  ed  in  particular  departments  of  medical 
be  pnqiared  to  have  his  opinions  and  his  science,— have  been  foiled  and  humiliated 
procMses  strictly  scrutinized,  and  to  give  a  when  they  have  ventured  unprepared  to 
clear  account  of  them  viva  voce  before  a  give  medical  evidence.  The  case  of  John 
legal  tribunaL  Hunter  will  serve  as  an  illustration.    On 

Or,  suppose  another  common  case.  The  the  trial  of  Donellan,  in  1781,  for  |>oi8on- 

kodjf  of  a  ntm-hom  infant  is  found  under  ing  the  young  baronet,  his  brother-in-law, 

aoapieioQS  circumstances.    It  will  rest  on  the    great  physiologist    was    summoned 

the  evidence  of  the  professional  examiner  as  a  witness,  being  presumed  to  be  well 

whether  or  not  an  indictment  for  murder  acquainted  with  the  action  of  poisons  on 

■hall    be   preferred  against  a  suspected  the  animaleconomy.  I  shall  not  trouble ^ou 

party.    The  competent  medical  jurist  will  with  the  examination  and  cross-examina- 

in  such  a  case  proceed  most  cautiously  tion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  but  the  judge's  re- 

•ad  deliberately:   he  will   examine  the  marks  must  not  be  omitted: — "For  the 

body,  both  externally  and  internally,  with  prisoner,"  said  his  Lordship,  *'you  have 

lefewiice  to  several  tests  whereby  the  fact  had  one  gentleman  called,  who  is  likewise 

of  life  or  still  Urth  may  be  ascertained ;  of  the  fiuulty,  and  a  very  able  man.    I 

and  saopoeing  the  former  to  be  made  out,  can  hardly  say  what  his  opinion  is,  for  he 

he  will  then  endeavour  to  determine  the  does  not  seem  to  have  formed  any  opinion 

eanse  of  death.    All  the  iqiparent  lesions  at  all  of  the  matter.    He  at  first  said  he 

will  have  to  be  narrowly  noticed ;  the  ap-  could  not  form  an  opinion  whether  the  death 

peamncci  of  disease  or  of  wilful  iigury  was  or  was  not  occasioned  by  the  poison^ 

■oit  ba  dittioctly  appreciated  ;c  the  phe-  because  he  could  coaceive  that  it  might  be 
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•acriWd  to  other  cauim.    I  winhed  rery  wilful   murJm'  agsinst  the   soldier.      But 

much  to  have  got  a  <lircct  answer  from  the    transaction  had  causbt .  the    atten- 

Mr.   Hanter,  if  I  could,  what  upon  the  tlon  of   the    public,    and    luckily,  also, 

whole  was  the  result  of  his  attention  and  of  some   well-informed  members'  of  oar 

application  to  the  subject,  and  what  was  profession.     The   matter  was  taken   up 

his  present  opinion,  but  he  says  he  can  dj  the  medical  societies  of  the  metropolis, 

say  nothing  decisife."  and   discussed  in  the  journals,  promptly 

I  am  aware  that  attempts  have  been  and  impartially*.     Mr.  Brookes  had  time 

made  by  some  of  the  ardent  admirers  of  to  reconsider  the  circumstances  of  the  case ; 

John  Hunter  to  defend  the  evidence  he  he  was  examined    again,  a    week   after, 

gave  on  this  trial ;   but  there  is  reason  to  at  the  Old  Bailey,    when   the  evidence 

elicve  that  this  is  more  than  that  eminent  he    gave    was    directly    the    reverse    of 

man  himself  ever  ventured  to  do.     On  the  what  he  had  previously  given,  and  in  con- 

contrary,  he  seems  to  have  cv»T  retained  an  sequence  the  prisoner  was  acifuitied.     It 

unpleasant  consciousne«--s  of  the  nncredita-  was  creditable,  no  doubt,  to  Mr.  Brookes 

blc  figure  he  made  on  the  occasion,  and  to  to  unsay  what  he  had  said  before,  when 

have  regretted  that  he  had  not  previously  he  became  convinced  of  his   error  :   but 

taken  the  tn>uble  to  make  himself  better  consider  the  appearance  of  all  this  before 

acquainted  with  the  points  on  which  he  the  public,  —  consider    the  jeopardy   in 

was    examined.      The   candour,    indeed,  whicn  truth  and  justice  were  placed, — and 

which  he  displayed  subsequently,  ought  to  what  might  nqt  have  been  the  result  had 

go  far  towards  ^iFanning  censure,  while  it  there  been  no  opportunity  of  retracting  the 

c«mveystoosalesson  not  to  be  lightly  prized,  original  statement ! 
He  used  ever  to  lament,  as  we  are* inform-        We  see,  then,  that  however  the  magis- 

ed  by  Sir  Aitley  Cor  per,  that  he  had  not  trate  or  the  judge  may  presume  medical 

made  more  preparation  for  this  trial :  "he  men   in  general,  and  the  more  eminent 

found  himself  a  good  deal  embarrassed  on  among  them  in  particular,  com])etent  to 

the  occasion  ;  the  lawyers  took  advantage  the  business  of  forensic  medicine,  practi- 

of  his  embarrassment,  and  he  used  to  ex-  tioners  themselves  may  not  so  safely  form 

press  his  regret  publicly  in  his  lectures,  the  same  opinion,  unless  they  be  fully  con - 

that  he  had  n(»t  given  more  attention  to  scions  of  sufficient  preparation, 
the  subject,  before  he  ventured  to  give  an         Neceuky   far    a    distinct    courte.  —  Rut 

opinion  in  a  court  of  justice."    'fhis  re-  how  is  that  preparation  to  be  efltM^ted  ? 

grct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hunter  must  have  May    it    be    attained  in    the   course    of 

been  purely  for  having  so  perilously  risked  the  ordinary  education  for  clinical  prac- 

his  reputation,  and  at  the  same  time  so  tice  ?     It  is  not  very  ]>o<tsible  nor  probable 

little  served  the  canse  of  truth;  for  if  he  that  it  should.     In  the  departments  of 

had  given   the  requisite  attention  to  the  practical   medicine,    surgery,    midwifery, 

subject,  he  could  only  have  come  to  the  chemistry,  anatomy,  and  materia  me<Iica, 

same  conclusion  as  the  other  witnesses.  much  information   may   undoubtedly   be 

I«et  me  be  permitted  to  give  one  other  gathered  which  shall  afterwards  serve  in 

example.       If    the     most    distinguished  the  investigation  of  wounds,  pregnancy, 

ability   as    a  teacher  of  anatomy  c«mld  poistming,  and  other  subjects  of  I'orensic 

constitute    all    that  was  requisite  for  a  medicine;  but  the  special  application  of 

medical   jurist,    this    was    to    be    found  those  branches  can  scarcely  be  expected 

in    the    late   Mr.  Joshua  Brookes.    Yet  to  be  entered  upon  by  their  teachers,  who 

S(»me  circumstances  which  occurred  in  the  have  already  quite  enough  on  their  hands, 

spring  of  the  year  1829,  put  his  qualifi-  Or  if  one  or  two  of  them  should  find  time 

cations  in  this  res]>ect  to  the  test     An  el-  for  such  application,  the  others  certainly 

derlr  gentleman,  a  Mr.  Neale,  was  found  cannot:  while  at  all  events  the  student  is 

deaA  on  the  floor  of  his  chamber;  and  a  sent  about  gathering  his  medico-legal  prin- 

soldier,  who  had  been  with  him  the  even-  ciples.    There  is  no  other  feasible  means 

ing  before,  and  who,  there  was  reason  to  save  making  this  department  of  knowledge 

believe,  had  robbed  him,  was  suspected  to  a  special  study, — a  study  which  is  to  sue- 

have  been  the  cause  of  his  death.    The  ceed  to  the  stucient's  attendance  on  the  other 

aaestion  was,  whether  the  deceased  had  branches  ofmedicale<lucation,  making  this 

ied  a  natural  death, — as  by  apoplexy,  for  the  complement  and  thecompletion  of  them 

in8tance,^or  had  been   murdered.  *  The  all.    There  is  even  a  positive  necessity  for 

body  was  examined  by  Mr.  Brookes,  and  suchacourse,  because  many  of  the  subjects 

an  account  of  the  appearances,  signed  by  comprehended  within  the  range  of  Foren- 

him    and    two    other     mediial    gentle-  sic  medicine  are  not  treated  of  elsewhere, 
men,    submitted  to   the  coroner  and  his         Eatmt  and  variety  of  Formtic medicine. — If 

jury.     A  more    unsatisfactory  document  we  advert  lo  the  extent  and  variety  of 

cannot  well    ho    conceived  issuing  from  topics  which  come  within  the  province  of 

men  of  medical  education  :  it  was,  how-  

ever,  stifficient  to  lead    to  a  verdict  of  •  See  Usdical  04isTTf ,  v«l.  111.  p.  576. 


_  IKTRODCCTORY  LECTURB. 


Irgnl  mctliriDr,  it  i»  imimiKibte  not  to  bi 
itnick  nilli  tLe  cliangii  whii-h  mine  o 
Ihcw  tiave  uuilergnne  in  coune  of  time 
■inne  hating  lircvine  irainraiiurrBliI]' low 
crrd  in  the  tcale  vt  rtlatite  impurtancc 
•nd  iitlieri'  abnilolcly  extinct.  'I'o  gii< 
one  inttanL-r ;  limo  wbi  when  Dtma 
uolfgii  uiA  ll'itrA'  ml)  were  i>rinie  nb 
jtcik'  of  attention  tu  the  bar,  tbe  beni^h 
and  the  medical  pnircnuon 

■•pet- 
r  niis- 
'G  possetscd  b}!  certain  perwins  in 
tiiu  lower  ('lii««9  iif  locict}',  anil  that  Ihejr 
were  ol'ten  eirrtiH'd  wilb  maliciiiui  iuten- 
tinnii  nnil  Tatai  cfftcL  'I'lie  character  of 
Sir  Matthew  Hale  ii  stained  by  such  a 
vrcaLucu:  tliii  great  man  tried  priftuners 
who  wer«  anaigucdun  the  charge  of  wilch. 
erafti  and  nn  ime  m-caiiim  Kirlificd  hii 
imprcufoiis  uf  tlicir  guilt  hj  appenling:  to 
<ine  uf  the  most  learned  phjniiian*  of  the 
day.  Sir  Thuniai  Bruwne,  who  happened 
to  M  in  court.  It  it  lamentable  to  add, 
that  the  inratuBled  (ipinlim  then  uttered, 
cnil  two  nnfortunate  wemou  their  lirei. 
In  Catholic  countries,  and  where  reli- 
'  gli>u«  fanaticiim  much  prevaili,  qucitions 
of  alleged  miradn  utleu  eoma  berorq  th« 
antiloriticiL  Hence  (lie  coniideratiim  of 
miiaclcs  is  Mill  entertained  by  certain 
fori'ign  medicolegal  wrileri.  In  tlie  work 
of  Zacchin,  we  find  Uiat  the  £nl  c(.n- 
■ultation  in  which  that  dlstinguii-hed  ju- 
rist was  eng^eil  befiiro  the  Rota,  was 
to  delcmiine  whether  or  not  the  re- 
moTal  of  epilepny,  in  a  certain  caw,  was 
to  be  Bltribulcd  as  an  inManec  of  miraeu- 
luu*  power  to  a  reputed  saint,  nbom  It 
was  Iniendcd  to  eannnize  ?  l*i>rtui>a,  who 
bclongi  to  the  preseul  century,  devotes 
special  chapters  tii  mlrattci,  magic,  and 
the  possenKd;  and  Marliiii,  one  of  the 
must   eminent    Italian    prnfeuon    of  the 

Srvsent  dnv,  does  much  the  same.  In  bis 
Fn'uiw  FortHtit,  puhlitlied  gu  late  as  1C3S, 
he  treaU  uf  mirodci,  demoniacs,  wireereni, 
witches,  and  the  hcwilched.  On  the  dibr- 
(uin  rtajngilt,  aim,  Itlartiui  gnyvXy  devolcs 
a  chapter  to  an  ciiumeratiun  cit  the  cir- 
cnmstanecs  nniler  which  the  debtor  Diay 
be  occosiunally  cicu9e<(. 

ir  from  the*e  and  similar  Inquiries  the 
present  advanced  state  uf  civilizatiun  in 
Ibis  conotry  has  wholly  delivered  uh,  it 
may  itill  be  doubted  whether,  upon  that 
account,  tbe  circle  of  our  mcdico-Iegal  re- 
search is  much  contracted:  IhepniBri'U  of 
knowledge,  keeping  psee  with  social  iin. 
provement,  bos  giien  rise  to  sereral  other 
inbiects  of  invea ligation,  not  less  curious, 
perhaps,  while  they  have  far  more  serious 
claims  nn  our  attentinn.  Toxicnlogy  may 
be  cited  as  an  example — a  department  of 
uadicol  sdenee  which  can  scarcely  be  said 


which  Forensic  MHieineatD  boast  of.  In 
connexion  with  this  deiiartment,  have  al- 
ready attsineil  a  ncrfcctiKn,  which  it  wiiuld 
hare  been  deemed  by  the  nie<1ical  jiirliits  of 
the  generation  gone  \\y,  ehiinerieal,  if  n->t 
prtpoilenius,  ti>  hope  fur, 

('oNcliitinn. — 1  find  Ihat  I  mutt  here  con- 
clude, though  a  number  of  interesting 
points  would  still  deserre  to  lie  no- 
ticed. But  perhn|is  all  has  been  said  that 
was  absolutely  essential  for  an  opening 
lecture.  11  was  my  purpose  tu  give  a. 
suceinci  account  of  the  nature  and  the  im- 

Surtsncn  of  Kurenaicmedlcinc;  and  I  tinvc 
line  this,  or  attempted  to  du  it,  chiefly 
by  tracing  the  art  from  its  origin. 
Ill  the  rapid  and  necessarily  superficial 
sketch  presented  to  you,  it  may  be  discerned 
at  how  very  early  ■  dnie  of  human 
society  this  appliealion  of  mcdieat  know- 
ledge     was    Imind    rc'[iiiiiilc,    and     rrrmi 


will  in  (bture  render  i\a  assist 
and  more  needed.  On  the  actual  prowess  — 
the  triumphs — nf  legal  medicine,  I  have 
dwelt  but  little,  partly  because  tiK  details 
can  be  better  snprecia ted  as  we  proceed  in 
the  course,  and  partly  brcaune,  to  say  the 
truth,  though  there  arc  bright  and  beautiful 
tints  in  the  picture,  there  are  also  dark  spots 
— (leplorntile  bleniiihes.  I  might  bring  be- 
foreyou  inntanees  in  which  medical  men, by 
the  ciinsci  en  lions  and  able  discharge  of 
ihclr  duty  as  profensionnl  witnesses,  have 
vindicali'il  the  purity  and  honour  ot  per- 
sons nnjnstly  charged  with  crime,  have 
rescue*!  the  innocent  from  impending  ruin, 
and  by  detecting  guilt  in  its  most  scctet 
rccesscF,  have  brought  the  criminal  to  de- 
served punishment.  Hut  it  would  l>e 
tn  abuse  ynur  gmid  fitlth,  were  I,  at 
the  same  time,  to  withhold  examples  of 
quite  an  opposite  description,  and  to  omit 
til  mention  in  how  many  instances  great 


oppor 


irretrievable  mischief  has  been  dune,  by 
innimpelrnt  nr  reckless  medical  referees. 
That  upon  weighing  tbe  good  against  the 
bad,  the  former  should  be  found  considera- 
bly to  preponderate,  is  gmlil^ing  as  it  is 
certain  ;  hut  it  would  be  nnjustifiabte  hcneu 
to  insinuate  that  the  boil  instances  nru 
weightless,  or  only  as  afeather  in  the  sciilc. 
It  is  but  too  true,  nor  can  it  be  ton  early 
impressed  on  those  entering  uihid  the  study, 
that  the  practice  nf  legal  medicine  involves 
B  heavy  responsibility,  anil  that  itisattend- 
ed  with  anxieties  and  difficulties  which  do 
not  usually  fall  tu  the  lot  of  llic  ordinary 
praclitinner-  The  consolation,  howcrer, 
is,  that  if  the  danger  be  great,  thegloryis 
not  incommensii rale,  and  that,  in  the  very 
endeavour  tn  achieve  success,  wemayhn|« 
to  obtain  that  most  enviable  of  all  prices 
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/■  iMth  |A(  l^ineifUi  aiUed  and  wtrt  rKvpiati  iriOuut  a  datitiet  aritr  cf  Praclitimim. 


ASSYRIANS  »D  EGYPTIANS. 


U  dtocoTR  Ik*  noH  of  deMh 


■Ick  pnMlclT  (Bm4. 1.  II7.  ud 
liid.  In  BiTpt.  «•  Ulnji  Ihrnui 
PUjI.iIi.M.}      FnfWWtWBBCD 

HEBREWS. 
■ur  tGn.  niTtll.  »)  (lerclKd  i 
br  lb*  Ung  or  X(n>l  n«p«llac 


Inn,  tanclwt  on  Btdlco  Icgml  mhjfcti,  pull- 
cutulT  OD  •(»»  will  cUtat  nuslbi'  blrlhi,  on 
■  UHThTtUlon,  Ike. 

ArXUMlt,  In  hi*  aitl.  Animal.  (tII.  4,  Al-J 
•utn  Ib«d«tr1nc  of  unnrtEln  Incth  of  gn- 


.  at  p: 


Thcoptiruliu.  nn  jhiIki 


au) 


□  irlvdgc  Tor  lU  du«  tdaiLDU. 


S4gci  Id  iiToportlciQ  lo  tb«  Injury. 
It  I  ■<»•(  IM  ortben  punKhcd. 
Uudei  la  Ibc  ■Igu*  of  po/lmivipg  comiKnilr  noticed 

ilnlDB  o(  AntlitlDi,  Uwt  go*  Hound  ulenc,  of  llu 
•uppoHd.  troD  poiMn :  the  appHiiuKt*  mbgnt  tbc  borif  flToiir  the 
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•luiii,   requiring  ardlci>.Irt>>   *"l'l- 

uid  itw  like,  punltlinnl  •ru'inSlrtcd,  or 
jricunlAry  peniltlei  aatmtit  utordldf  to 


EASTERN  EMPIRE. 
J<nl<Dbin*(  (ml  woric,  tb*  Orrfitt  JurlM 
CtrUU,  coiaplMcd.  It  coaulnn  tnuy  Un 
(iMtd  on  medical  priuFlpLon,  Hme  of  Ihev 
npRulT''nDtbe>stborUTDrfIlppoi;ral«.'' 
Tlw  lu  .tf^Ho,  nitd  Itm  Cmtlim  A  ntM- 
tUi  (I  rn^leli,  lUo  thn  pilnelpln  laid 
don  mpKllng  rclvdcd  blrtbi  ud  napnr. 

*  HMrt  taqtlcfM^rel  *i  ciMtxUmta 
rortn.nqulnBtdlolnMIOr  llwjr  ndmlal*. 
tmlloa  I  IB  ibe  UtUr  tiKti»nl,tlw  pnusc* 
at  BldwlTn  li  enJolBcd,  If  dkhott. 
Tbn  Ctr^iH  Jmritt  hovneTr  In  tbe  canw 


M  tkronglMut  Europe,  i 


IHTRODUCTOmri^ECTURE. 


11 


A.  O. 
700 


IIM 


1209 


ISIft 
IS70 
I49S 

IM3 

IS02 
1M7 


IA88 


GERMAN  EMPIRE. 

CtaarleniagiM,  ImproTlng  on  the  laws  of  the  Frniiku,  enacts  hit  CHplimiarlei,  aereral  of  which 
Tlrtoally  reqalre  the  iDtenrentlon  of  medical  aK»e«s(«rii. 


JUBISDICTION  OP  THE  CHURCH. 

1*he  DeeretaU,  or  body  of  Canon  Law, 
reduced  to  order  by  Oratlan  the  Monk. 
They  receive  ■uccea>lve  addition*  for  lome 
renturlee.  Among  them  are  many  enact- 
ments. In  which  the  neccmlty  of  medico- 
le^  Interference  la  plainly  Implied. 

Innocent  III.  decrees  ti&nt  In  a  case  of 
homicide  by  wounds,  medical  etkdence,  or, 
an  It  la  ezprensed,  JmtHcimm  periUrum 
OTCitficemm,  shall  be  obtained,  fur  tlie  better 
admlnisimlon  uf  Justice. 


ARABIANS. 

Rhases  (Arrhasl)  of  Baedad— the  moat 
original  of  the  Arabian  writers  ~  treats  of 
medical  impostors,  and  the  means  of  rietect- 
InR  them ;  on  poison*  alwo.  Hit  chief  work, 
Elchavl,  or  the  Continent. 

Avlccnna  (Elm  Sina) ;  the  most  Camons  of 
the  phyalelaiis  of  the  East,  accounted  ano* 
ther  Galen,  and  celebrated  fur  his  sagadty. 

Avenaoar  (Ebn  Zohr)  of  Serllle )  tonchea 
on  the  antaject  of  impotence,  &c. 

Aeerrhoes  (Ebn  Botchd)  uf  Cordova. 


GERMANY  and  ITALY. 

The  Emperor  Frederic  II«  Issoee  some  ordinances  of  a  medico-legal  character  j  patronises  the 
achools  of  Italy  i  and  aanctloos  the  occasional  practice  of  human  anatomy. 

Mnodlnl  de  Lusd  dissects  publicly  the  hoiUe^  of  two  women  at  Bologna.  This  may  be  cmisldered 
as  the  era  oi  the  commencement  of  practical  forensic  medicine*  M ondlnl  publlshei  a  Ireatiae  on 
deacriutlTe  anatorar,  lllnatrated  with  woodcuts. 

Baldos  de  UbnUla,  In  his  Commentary  on  the  Pandtcit,  points  out  the  superiority  of  medical 
eefdence.  Medical  men,  he  aays,  are  no  common  witnesses^prvprie  lum  nuU  U§Ut,  ted  eat  ntagit 
Jmdtelum  fumm  UMmmniHW.^{Dlge»t,  11.  Tit,  13.) 

Santes  ibdoynl,  and  Cardinal  Pocsetti,  write  on  poisons :  the  work  of  the  former  la  very  complete 
for  the  time  In  which  It  was  composed ;  the  morbid  appearances  produced  by  pniaonn  are  said  to 
be  described  In  It  flrom  actoal  oliservatlon. 

Death  of  Pope  Alexander  VI.  by  pobon  i 
his  son,  Caesar  B<n]r{a,  escap^a. 

The  Bishop  of  Wfirtsburg*s  thdiumee; 

The  Bishop  of  Bamberg's  Criminal  f  >»«- 
tiituHom*.  Both  these  codes  were  revised, 
and  IncorpcM-ated  lu  the  Const.  Crlm.  Caro- 
lina, presently  to  he  noticed. 
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FRANCE. 

The  University  of  Montpelller  procures 
leave  to  dissect  humsn  bodies,  for  instruction 
in  anatomy. 

Valescua  de  Tharanta  treats  of  poisons. 


PERIOD  II. 

In  wkieh  Famuie  Medicine  becomei  a  dlitinct  Profession^  practised  in  teveral  couutriet  by  a 

special  order  of  Medical  Men. 

From  the  year  IfiSS  to  the  present  time. 

GERMANY. 

The  Emperor  Charles  V.  promulgstes  the  great  Criminal  Code  of  the  Emplre^the  Constltuth 
tyimimmlie  C*are/<jia,— certain  articles  of  which  expressly  enjoin  the  msgUtrates  to  call  in  medical 
pcfaoMS  to  give  their  evidence  touching  queationa  at  iasse*  Thus,  Arta.  Jib  and  M  relate  to  cou- 
eoalcd  delivery  and  child-murder,  and  ordain  that  the  evidence  of  midwives  and  physicians  shall 
be  procured  In  such  caaes  i  ^rt.  147  is  on  wounds  proving  mortal,  regarding  which  surgeons  and 
other  skilful  persons  are  to  decide  whether  death  ensoedin  conaequence  of  the  injury)  Art.  88 
relatca  to  aasaaslnatlon  ;  Ari.  87  restricts  and  regulaiea  the  sale  of  poisons  i  Art.  4A  reluteo  to 
wItcliCTaft;  Art,  M  provides  a  mitigation  of  the  torture  In  the  ca«e  of  feeble  persons  i  Art.  110, 
on  the  crime  of  violation)  Art,  109,  on  magic;  Art.  180,  on  poisoning,  and  Its  punishment; 
Ari'  181,  the  question  of  live  or  still  birth,  with  reference  to  concealed  delivery ;  Art.  188, 
on  criminal  abortion,  making  a  diatinctlon  In  the  crime,  according  as  the  fcatus  Is  gvfck  or  itot} 
Ari,  188  relates  to  sultlde,  whether  effected  with  design  of  escaping  punishment,  or  in  Insanity) 
Ari.  184,  the  responsibility  of  physicians  killing  their  patients ;  Art:  149  and  164  auihnrise  medico- 
legal inspection  of  the  dead  bo«ly  before  burial.  In  caaes  of  suspected  homicide,  and  Arte.  179 
and  310  point  out  how  the  proofs  of  unaound  mind  are  to  be  aacertained  in  qaeatlonable  casea.  The 
chief  parts  of  this  celebrated  Code  have  been  adnpted  by  most  of  the  Continental  states  lu  reform- 
ing or  revising  their  Statute-books.  It  now  only  remslns  to  give  a  list  of  the  principal  persons  who 
hare  dltUngnulied  themselves  li^  connexion  with  Forensic  Medicine. 


M77 


1711 


WIcr;  witchcrall,  hymen,  fte. 
LIlMTlna;  bleeding  of  tlie  corpse  In  pre- 
tence of  the  murderer. 
1  Schist  wounds, virginity. 
Baitholln ;  observes  the  phenomenon  of  the 
faingi  of  the  still-born  sinking,  while  other 
longs  float  In  water. 
Swammerdam  explains  why  this  Is  so. 
Bayger  proposes  the  hydrostatic  test. 
Schrcycr  actually  practises  the  test  for  Judi- 
cial purposes. 
S^ler  writes  against  the  test ;  and  some  of 
the  fhcnitiea  declare  against  it,— some, 
however,  fbr  it. 

I  Fnuis  9uIh.  Utkmt. 


17<M 
1704 

1704 

1700 
1720 
1722 
1723 
1725 
1781 
1738 
1786 
1746 
1758 


Vslentin;  Ponded^  tnedicO'l^ales. 
Bohn;   IJe  officio  mcdIcLcllH.  ft/orensU; 

on  wounds,  the  test  of  Infanticide,  He. 
Becker  j  on  death  by  drowning— «<iie  pota 

aqua. 
Zittman }  Med./ifrensttf  h,  e.  reaponaa,  ^, 
Schnrig  ^  Spcrmatoltigia,  (^pnneol.  ^c, 
Teichmeyer)  Inttit.  med,  lezalU  vei/or. 
Goellckc)  Mcdicinafurenau, 
Albertl;  SuMtemaJurisp.  medico. 
Richter }  higeeta  med.  s.  decisionee, 
Troupaneger ;  Decitlonet  med.  for, 
Hoffman ;  on  poihons,  wounds,  &c. 
Eschenbach }  ArecL  (egalU  brcv.  iKcsUMS, 
HebenaireW  i  itntKropologiAjorevtsU* 
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TABULAR   VIEW 

HISTOKY  AND  LITERATURE  or  FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

PERIOD  I. 

Jn  icAicA  tht  PrineipUi  aiitad  and  tcm  ncegnatd  isitAoiil  a  dtdinct  order  of  Praetititnen. 
I'ni»  111*  nrllnl  Dim  la  tb*  BlitcMtb  Ctmarr. 


ih*  •Ic*  pnhHcly  (Bervi.\.  l»7, 
nlkliid.  Id  Eimt,  the  klDgi  Ihe 
>h  (/•»■.  III.  H.)     Pmnulvcn 


Tb(  nMirirc  vbo  (UcDdtit  Tiuu  (Cm.  i 
SUpkimli  md  Puh  cDuulitd  br  tbi  klDi 
paUcj  (Sit*.  I.  11.) 

utcnch,  an  that  nldKU,  nnuli  the  drM 


GKEGKS. 


«  Icgil  laMecU,  parti- 


ROMANS, 
u  ordftLna  IhHl  IhF  cKsuian  own- 
mj^HDt  of  «  '/r^Jrff  foBtns. 
e  Tsblc*.  ImjIU"  ■  nrtaln  klitd  a( 


Clem  (»r.  .<. 
on  lb*  Una  b-Klj. 

Jnlloi  Cmr  ■ 
ilUM'iiiil-tirnH). 

pcwBUr  •appMllli 
Irrlpplna.vitli 
aolBlIllui  mm 

04I,H— tbcantw)^Vrotenpf«HiTaii*n*a<»-1*f>>'<it']'<1— <>°  ftlgiiM  Dltt*tBi,  end  ibi 
BMHU  or  dttcctlnit  tbrm.  »t  (1*0  Botlml  tb*  cbugi  ptodund  la  tbt  Itttiil  Innn  U  Mnb- 
tb*  tIUIIIt  b(  kkd  nnnlhi'  and  the  mottiDtr  ol  alibi  dwUu*  bMbi^lbo  dgna  ot  poloaolBf, 


DMcdi   mnllco-lmil  oplali 

It  ii  nppoHd,  (nun  psUoi 

Viidtfl.  LVMf.  I.] 

iU*A  uflliUDn.  pnicuTM  «• 


EASTERN  EMPIRE. 
JbMIdIu'i  gnat  work,  Ibc  Orptu  .hrtl 
I  CtrtUt,  csBplitcd.  It  eoBtilaa  rnaoi  tun 
buid  oa  urdlcal  princlplaa,  Hiiae  cf  tb^ 
npnmlj  '■on  tb«  •atbDillTiif  HlBpocnM*," 
Tb*  Urn  AfiUU^  asd  la  Ctnulta  im  ■!(» 
rUt  ft  vtmfieu,  alao  tbi  piioelplai  laid 

dowDiHpKIInf  Tflanlcd  binhiui*' 

ftnatton,  and  mora  npeetallT  U 
ill  natn  dupfdnjo,  cf  tt 


«  AanlH  la  tba  jr 


of  mldvlTc*  la  eB}atiwd|  l(  B«ct*urT> 

TbcCWTax'orto,  bownfr,  la  Ihacooraa 
of  ■  Ftw  etalnria,  becama  ob«)lcte,  and  bii 
hllcn  into  total  oMMon  la  the  Wnt,  wbaa 
a  tmy  af  the  DIctat  ■■•  accldntiLlT  foaad 
»«  Ibc  CItU  Law  nit  wllb  nulnraal  accap 
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1901 


GERMAN  EMPIRE. 

Cbarleniagne,  ImproTlng  on  the  laws  of  the  Frnuku,  enicU  hta  Capitmlarlea,  lereral  of  wliich 
Tlrtoally  rvqairt  the  tntenrcDtlon  of  medical  avitesBorii. 


JURISDICTION  OP  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Deereiata,  or  body  of  Canon  Law, 
reduced  to  order  by  Grallan  the  Monk. 
They  receive  aacceihlve  addltloii*  for  some 
renturlea.  Among  them  are  many  enact- 
menta.  In  which  the  aecenilty  of  medlco- 
le^  Interference  la  plainly  Implied. 

Innocent  III.  decrees  that  In  a  case  of 
homicide  by  wounds,  medical  etkdence,  or, 
aa  It  la  ezpre«aed,  JuiUcitim  periUrum 
meHiCTMm,  shall  be  obtained,  fur  the  better 
admlnlsirailon  uf  Jiiailce. 


ARABIANS. 

Rhaaea  (Arrhaal)  of  Baedad— the  moat 
original  of  the  Arabian  wrltera  —  (reata  of 
medical  impostors,  and  the  means  of  detect- 
ing them ;  on  poiaona  aluo.  Hl»  chief  work, 
Elchavit  or  the  Continent. 

Avlcenna  (Gbn  Slna)  ;  the  moat  Camoos  of 
the  phyalelaiis  of  the  East,  accounted  ano* 
ther  Galen,  and  celebrated  fur  his  sagacity. 

Aventoar  (Ebn  Zohr)  of  Seville  \  toncbea 
on  the  anl^ect  of  impotence,  &c. 

Avcrrhoes  (Ebn  Boschd)  of  Cordova* 


GERMANY  and  ITALY. 

The  Emperor  Frederic  II*  laaoea  aome  ordinances  of  a  medico-legal  rharscterj  patronlsea  the 
schools  of  Italy  \  and  aanctlona  the  occasional  practice  of  human  anatomy. 

Mnodlnl  de  LoseI  diasecta  pnbllcly  the  liodlesof  two  women  Mt  Bologna.  This  may  be  conaldered 
■a  the  era  tti  the  commencement  of  practical  forensic  medicine.  M ondini  publlahes  a  traatlse  on 
deacrlutlTe  anatorar,  illustrated  with  woodcats* 

Baldna  de  Ubalcfla,  in  hla  Commentary  on  the  PandecU,  polnta  out  the  snperlsrfty  of  medical 
eefdeaca*  Medical  men,  he  saya,  are  no  common  wltnesaea^prvprie  nan nmi  iuUt,  td  etl  mofU 
Judtelmm§tUimtt»Uwniitm»—{Dtgeat.  II.  Tit,  13.) 

Santea  ibdoynl,  and  Cardinal  Ponsettl,  write  on  poisons :  the  work  of  the  former  Is  very  complete 
for  the  time  In  which  It  was  composed :  the  morbid  appearaacea  produced  by  poisons  are  aald  to 
be  described  In  It  from  actnal  oiH«rvatloii* 

Death  of  Pope  Alexander  VI.  by  polfton  i 
his  sou,  Cvsar  Hnrgla,  escapee. 

The  Bishop  of  WBrtsburg*s  thdinmmect. 

The  Bishop  uf  Bamberg's  Criminal  r>»«. 
sttiuilomt.  Both  these  codes  were  revised, 
and  IncorpcM-ated  lu  the  Const.  Crlm.  Caro- 
lina, presently  to  be  noticed. 
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FRANCE. 

The  University  of  Montpclller  procures 
leave  to  dissect  human  bodies,  for  Instruction 
In  anatomy. 

Valescua  de  Tharanta  treats  of  poisons. 


PERIOD   II. 

In  wlueh  Ftmme  Medichte  becomei  a  diiiinct  Profesdony  praetued  in  several  couutriet  by  a 

^)ecial  order  of  Medical  Men. 

From  the  year  15SS  to  the  present  time. 

GERMANY. 

The  Emperor  Charles  V.  proroulgatea  the  great  Criminal  Code  of  the  Emplre^the  Constltnth 
CrimimmUM  Csre/ijta,— certain  articles  of  which  expressly  enjoin  the  msglstrates  to  call  in  medical 
pciaoMS  to  give  their  evidence  touching  questions  at  issae.  Tlius,  Art:  M  and  jM  relate  to  con- 
eaalcd  delivery  and  child-murder,  and  ordain  that  the  evidence  of  midwives  and  physicians  shall 
be  procured  In  auch  cases  i  ^rt.  147  Is  on  wounds  proving  mortal,  regarding  which  surgeons  and 
other  skilful  persons  are  to  decide  whether  death  ensaedln  consequence  of  the  Injury  i  Art,  88 
relates  to  aaaaaalnation  ;  Art,  87  restricts  and  regulates  the  sale  of  poisons  j  Art.  44  reluteo  to 
wltdwraft;  Art,  5V  provides  a  mitigation  of  the  torture  In  the  case  of  feeble  personal  Art,  119, 
on  the  crime  of  violation)  Art.  109,  on  magic }  Art.  180,  on  poisoning,  and  Its  punishment; 
Arim  181,  the  question  of  live  or  still  birth,  with  reference  to  concealed  delivery ;  Art,  188, 
on  criminal  abortion,  making  a  distinction  In  the  crime,  according  as  the  fcstus  Is  quick  or  not ; 
Art,  185  relates  to  aulclde,  whether  effected  with  design  of  escaping  punishment,  or  in  Insanity ; 
Art.  184,  the  responsibility  of  physicians  killing  their  patlenta ;  ArtM.  149  and  164  authorise  medico- 
legal Inspection  of  the  dead  bo«iy  before  burial.  In  caaee  of  suspected  homicide,  and  Arts,  179 
and  319  point  out  how  the  proofs  of  unsound  mind  are  to  be  ascertained  in  qoestionabie  cases.  The 
chJcf  pajla  of  this  celebrated  Code  have  been  adopted  by  most  of  the  Continental  states  In  reform- 
ing or  revising  their  Statute-books.  It  now  only  remains  to  give  a  list  of  the  principal  persons  who 
hmrc  dfattagnished  thcmaelvea  1^  connexion  with  Forenalc  Medicine. 


WIcr;  wltcbcrafl,  hymen,  fte. 

UImtIos;  bleeding  of  the  corpse  In  pre- 
■cnce  of  the  murderer. 

8«blt|  wonoda,  Tlrglnlty. 

B vthoUa ;  obscrvea  the  phenomenon  of  the 
tangs  of  the  still-born  nnking,  while  other 
langn  float  In  water. 

■wamncrdam  explains  why  thia  la  ao. 

Bamr  propoaes  the  hydroataile  test. 

Scnrcyer  actually  practiaca  the  teat  for  Judi- 
cial porpoaea. 

Xdlcr  wrltea  agalnat  the  test ;  and  aom^  of 
the  fhcnitiea  dtclarc  agalnat  It,— aome, 
however,  ftor  It. 

I  Prtucit  fmin,  letkaU 


I 


I7<H 
1704 

1704 

1706 
17W 
1723 
1723 
1725 
1781 
1788 
1786 
1746 
1758 


Valentin  \  Pandects  medlco-legales, 
Bohn;   Pe  officio  ntedM.etlH,  et  /ortn$U; 

on  wounds,  the  test  of  Infanticide,  ftc. 
Becker  j  on  death  by  drowning— «<iic  potn 

aqua. 
Zittman ;  Mcd.Jhrentit,  h.  e.  reajHtnaa^  4^. 
Schorig  J  SpermatoLigia,  (jpnneol.  ^c, 
Telchmeyeri  tnstit.  mod.  ItvaliM  vtljor. 
Goelicke}  Medieina/urentu, 
Alherll;  dastemajuritp.  mcdle^, 
Richter }  ulgeota  mod.  $,  deciaioneo, 
Troupaneger ;  Decitlonet  med.  for, 
Hoffman ;  on  polhons,  wounds,  &c. 
Eschenbach  {  ArecL  (egalit  brcv.  ihcaUma. 
HebenaiT^li  i(iitKropologiAj'oT«n»U« 
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Bnern«>r  }  Iiutit.  med.  icg, 
Fiuie1Ia« ;  Eiem.  mfd,foren», 
Kanne);letiier  j  iitstlt.mrd.  leg, 
Dnniel  (Hen.)  {  Samm,  med.  gHtaeht, 
Ploucquet ;  jibhandl.  ub.  todetartcn. 
Camper ;  on  Infanticide. 
Baumert  Hed.forenx, 
Da n iel  (J  an .) ;  Comment. ;  1 7^,  Blbl,  ttautt. 
Plonk  ;  Kletti.  med.  et.  vhir.  fttrens. 
Ualier;  Vorlentttgen  ({Mnthuvnoan.) 
•4  Uden  and  Pyl;  Magatin  f.  d.ger,  ate. 
91  Schlegel ;  ColtectTo  opitarut. 
Bletzger}  kungef.  »yttfmger.  arzn, 
I'Oder  t  A  nfangxgrunde  d.  ataatt. 
Fahner;   Volftdnd.  tjf»t.  d.  ger.  aw. 
Mttller;  Entwur/d.  ger.  aw. 
Schraud  i  Klemcntn  med.  forme. 
Roose ;  GrundrUt  med.  ger.  vorlceungen. 


Rchmldtmll  ler ;  iJandbuch  d.  etaateartn. 
Knape  and  Heckeri  Krit.jahrb.  d.  etaati, 
Maul  UB  ;  i'thrbueh  d.  ger.  ak. 
Henkei  Lekrb.d.ger.med.\  \S\^,  AbkandL 
Wildberg;  Handbuch\  WSTZA,  Lchrbuch. 
Bernt;  Sjfatemat,  handit.  d.  ger.  ak, 
Kloae )  SffBtem.  d.  ger.  phyalk, 
Sprengel ;  Inetit.  med,  forena. 
Plainer ;  Qtuaxtione*  med.  fore  Ha. 
Blende  ;  jiuxfuhrliches  Handb.  d.  ger.  med. 
Meckel ;  Lehrb.  d.  ger.  med. 
Henke }  Zeltxchrijtjur.  d.  ataats* 
Niemann  }  Tuachenbuch  d.  ger.  aw. 
Klu|^;  Avfirahlmed.  ger.gutackten. 
WlUtberg;  Magatlnf.  d.  ger.  aw. 
Bi»choffi  Uerkwurd.  crim-rechta-JalU. 
Joerg)  Fcffuflunge  in  geborn.  kinde, 
Schneider  A  Schftrmayer;  Ann.d.ge9,atmati, 


FRANCE. 


Ambrose  Par^  ;  ffop/iorfj— impoators — pol- 
iion«  — woanda — wufTocatinn,  Ac  The 
earliest  writer  after  the  C.  C.  C. 

PIgray  ;  naves  fourteen  persona  who  were 
condemned  ai  witchca. 

Plneau  ;  tiluns  of  virgiiilty. 

Henry  IV.  appoints  one  or  turo  taryeoo- 
Jiiri^ts  for  every  toirn  In  France. 

Tngereau ;  impotence. 

Gendry )  Mojfena  dc  rarporter. 

Actual  congreta  aboUsht'd. 

RIcgny  t   Doctrine  dva  rapporta. 

Devaux  i  I'Arf  defaire  Ua  rapporta. 

Bruhler ;  T  /ncert'ltude  dra  algnea  A;  la  mart. 

Petit ;  retarded  birtho*  Ac. 

Louis;  hanging* drownlnfTiSlifns of d«>ath, Ac. 

Chaussier  t  Obaeriationa  ehirurg.  Ug. 

F(>derc';  lea  lAfla  e'rlalr^et. 

Beiloc  ;  Coura  de  mid.  Ugale, 


Blahon  ;  Midecine  Ugale,  et  Pot,  mid. 
Vi|rn« ;  ia  Midecine  Ugale.        [additions.) 
Marc  ;  Autupa'e  autaterique  (Rose,  wUk 
FoderA  ;  Traiti  de  me'd.  legate. 
Ballard  i  Prinetpea  de  med.  Ugale  (MetrgCTi 

with  notes.)  ^ 

Lecleux,  Ac.  (ChausKler.)  Quafre  theata. 
niessy  ;  Manuel  de  mid.  ligate. 
BHand;  Manuel  de  mid.  legale. 
Capuron  ;  Mid.  lig,  den  aceouch, 
Ortila;  I^fona  de  mid,  teg.—1\Mrfeol.  ftc. 
Rsqulrol }  strangulation,  insanity,  Ike. 
Chaussler ;  Hecvell  de  mimoirea. 
LcaretpMarc.Ac.  {jinn,  d'kjfg.  etdemid.  lig.) 
Sedillot ;  Manuel  de  mid.  leg. 
Velneau}  Embrpotogie. 
Trebucbet ;  Juriapr.  de  la  midceine. 
Brierre  de  Boismont;  Manuel  de  mdd.  tig. 
Deverglei  Mid.  lig.  thioret.  et  pratique. 


ITALY 


1597 

1603 

1616 
1631 

1761 
1780 
1789 
IHOI 
1806 

CodronchI;    Melhodua  testlJleandl—Mgotd 

diteasen,  wounds,  Ao. 
Fortunato  Fedrll;  the  AfHt  systematic  writer 

— 1>0  relationibus  medieorum. 
LIcetl :  on  monsters,  Ac. 
Zacchia;  Qn^ationeamed.  leg. :  first  complete 

edition  In  1651. 
Morgagiii ;  />r  aedib,  et  caua.  morborum. 
Testa }  DetUt  marte  opparente, 
Caccia ;  Oaaenat.  mrd,eolegati, 
Torto«a ;  tn»titmitmi  di  med.  far, 
CelonI)  Chirurgia/orenae, 

1806 
IHll 
1818 
1819 
1832 
1882 

1705 
1796 

SIdotI }  Medieinaforense. 
Bene;  Elemtnta  medic. forena. 
Barselottl ;  Mediclna  legale. 
Zadntho ;  Rejieaatoni  med.^legale, 
Orottanelll ;  Hleerche  medico-forense. 
Martini ;  Elementa  med.  for,  Ac. 

SPAIN. 

VIdal  1  Cirurglafor,  o  arte  do  haeer  relae. 
Dei  Vaile ;  Clrurgiaforenee  gen.  y  pmrtte. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

1650 

leu 

1671 
1702 
1785 

1776 
1788 
1788 
17t«8 
1800 
1H03 
1803 

Harvey;   notices  the  effvcts  of  reaplration 

on  the  colour  of  the  lungs. 
Charleton;    PinquiKit,    unatom.   phyaiem ; 

death  by  Ituhtning. 
Corentrp  Act  (22  Ch.  II.  c.  I.) 
Mead;  PoUona. 
ProsecutWnis   for   witchcraft   abolished    (9 

Geo.  II.  c.  5.) 
Hunter,  J. ;  on  death  by  drowning. 
Hunter,  W. ;  on  signs  uf  child-murder* 
Farr;  Elemrnta  med.Jurlay, 
Balllle  ;  Morbid  anatoMg. 
Johnston;  Mrd.Juriap.  on  madneaa. 
KlUnborough  Act  (43  Geo.  III.  c.  58.) 
Perdval  ;  Med'eut  ethica. 
A  Profeasorshiu  of  Med.  Jurisp.  and  Police 

institaled  in  the  Uulv.  Edlnb. 

1805 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1821 
1828 
lH25 
182H 
1829 
1830 

1881 
1883 
1834 
1836 

Duncan,  Ac.  {Edinb.  med.  and  aurg.Joum^ 

Bartley ;  Treatiaefor.  med. 

Hale  i  Epitome  Jurid.  or  for,  med, 

Ilaalam^  Med.Juriap.oJ  inaanitg. 

Gordon  Smith  j  Principles  forena.  med. 

Prfris  and  Fonblunque ;  Med.juriap. 

Beck  i  Elem,  med.juriap,  1st  Engl.  edit. 

Lauadoune  Act  (9  Geo.  IV.  c.  31.) 

Forsyth  1  Sgnopaia  med.  Jurtap, 

llegulatioD  for  attendance  of  medlco-legri 
lectures  adopted  by  Soc.  of  Apoth.  uH 
Coll.  Surg.  Edlnb.                       *^       ^ 

Amos  i  lACt,  medjurtap.  (M«d.  Ga«.)      1 

Ryan}  Manual  med,  Juriap.                        ■ 

Chlttyi  IVratiue  med.  juriap.                     1 

Taylor;  Elem. med. juriep.                          ■ 
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OB9EHVAT10M9 


Dt  F..  a.  Luivd, 


The  disease  tcrtneJ  *aacu1ar  iiktus 
nslenius  ik,  I  believe,  as  iu  name  would 
implr,  ulHiys  a  ciiut,>¥iiilal  alTuctiuri : 
at  all  eti'uts,  I  never  met  wil)i  ■  diut- 
bid  itnieture  of  precJ&ely  iiiiiitlur  cba- 
nu'ter,  whirli  Lad  cuiumeucvd  B^cr 
liiitli ;  nut  that  1  know  of  any  reasun 
■bv  Kuch  •  cose  *b»uld  not  occur. 
Sucb  iiEti,  bowever,  at  tlie  liiau  of 
birtb,  aK  almoit  unifonnlj'  of  iiuall 
Hzc, — Ku  tmall  M  ill  aome  inataiiue* 
newl,)'  to  ekcape  dftcctiuD  ;  and  even  at 
this  [fcriud  tbey  are  remarkaLle  fur  djeir 
I  xtrrmc  vascularity  j  iii  Tact  it  in  liiat 
rbiefl,v  nhicb  readers  Uicm  dii>liu((uiiib- 
ablr. '  But  tlioiKHbicb  at  birtb  are  mere 
>[HfL<>,  as  it  were,  Butiictinies  become  in 
till'  t'unrH:  iifa  fi-w  weeks,  or  evciidaT8> 
uf  ...n»iilerabl«-  bulk,  >.<i  as  Iu  eui»tirute  a 
funi<id:)hlc  diMOM-.  Tbcy  ure  liulde  to 
iKU-iid  ill  eicrt"  directiuu  ;  and  the 
Ut^'T  ibu  size  tLev  have  ueqiiired,  tlie 
ii...n-  are  tb.'}-  liCclj-  to  increase.  I 
hitt' luaiiv  times  seen  tbelil  prr>jeelin)( 
a<  miicb  <'in  ihe  inner  ai  on  tlie  outer 
siirfjre  urtliecbcokislip*, and  eye-lids; 
iiid  ill  iiiiin:  instances  tliiiii  one  I  have 
<<b'<f  rvol  the  Iwucs  uf  1  he  bead  and  face 
iin,.r>eatei)  ill  ibe  disease.  Tliev  )i.iTe 
alvi  Uen  met  wilb  oeEU|iyiiie  a  krjre 
i»irlii>n  iif  a  limb,  and  F]>Teii(linir  dee|>(y 
U-tMceii  (be  inusclc!<.  Air.  LanpitalT 
TriBiot-d  (afler  ilealh)  the  Icf;  of  a  cbild 
aflccti-d  with  dLieasc  nf  this  kind:  be 
alltTManU  injected  it,  and,  on  dissec- 
tiiiii,  fiiuiiil  liirjrc  jiiirtions  uf  the  dis- 
eaK'd  structure  situated  beneath  llie 
adipu>4;  m'uihrane,  and  implicatinjf  iu 
a  ffiKituT  ur  less  degree  ibe  Taiu^ia  and 
scleral  i>r  tbe  muiicles.  A  child  about 
ibrec  luuiith*  old,  in  tbc  biMpital,  under 
Mr.  Abenictby'a  care,  died  from  lioimor- 
riiaffe  arWiUjf  from  a  lan[c  iiievus  in  a 
stale  iif  uleeratiiin,  wliieb  occupied  the 
bunt  and  a  considerable  purliun  of  one 
•ide  of  the  faei;,  and  whttb,  at  tbe  pc- 
riw)  ufbirtb,  was  very  little  larger  than 
■  pin's  bead. 

It  i%  tbercrore  of  great  consequence 


mcnt  diould  be  lost  »•>  ninn  an  Ihpy  are 
observed  tn  be  inurrasinir.  Mnniiver, 
as  a  surgical  operation  is  ircnerally  re- 
quired for  tlie  cure  uf  the  disca.sr,  and 
as  Rucb  npcratioiiSi  when  pernimicd  on 
very  r»un|r  children,  are  always  at. 
teudcO  with  loure  or  less  danjrer,  it  is 
important  that  in  every  cane  tnc  0|K'ra- 
tion  shiiulcJ  be  a«  sini|i]c  am)  little  pain- 
ful H*  possible.  In  efr>.-cting  the  cnre  it 
is  also  desirable  that  means  should  he 


employel   by  which  the  least  de^free  of 
den)nuily  will   be  pMi'        ' 
ciallj  if  ibe  head,  nicr 


:li)nuily  will   be  pMdticed,  and  espc- 


be  the  neat  <if  the  disease.  To  point  out 
nieans  by_  whiob  thiiie  oEijerls  may  be, 
in  my  opinion,  most  effectually  attained, 
is  the  purpose  of  ihia  ciimmunieatinn. 

Wlien  any  of  tbe  ordinary  modes  of 
treatment  are  employed  for  the  removal 
of  iiBtvi  of  large  aize,  very  serions  euu- 
sequences  sonieiiniCH  ensne.  If  the  dis- 
eased lilructure  be  excised,  very  profuse, 
and  in  sotne  cases  fatal,  hieinurrhaf{e 
takes  place.     Mr.  Iiawrcnee  states,  in  a 

taper  iiubltsbcd  in  Ibe  thirteenth  vo. 
ime  uf  tbe  Transaetions  of  tbc  Itoyiil 
Medical  and  (.'hirurfrical  Sficiety,  part  ii., 
page  422—"  The  pnifn.w  hi.e.lin','  at- 
tcndent  on  the  remnval  by  llie  knife  of 
even  sniiill  nievi,  is  often  alaniiiiitr,  anil 
certainly  ilan^^erous,  in  the  yuuii^'  pa- 
tients wbo  are  tbe  most  frecjucnt  sub- 
jects uf  tbe  ojieration."  An  infant  who 
was  bom  witb  a  iHrp'  nn'Viis,  ubich 
was  excised  by  Mr.  Wunlrop,  expired 
from  (be  profuse  bleeiliiij;  which  took 
place  during  ibc  operation. 

Speaking  of  tlie  ilestnictioii  of  nwvi 
by  caustic,  Mr.  LaHreiieu  observes — 
"  It  would  pnihably  be  as  daiifrcroiis  an 
excision,  though  in  a  dilferent  way,  in 
thnse  of  lar;rer  size."  A  case  in  whieb 
caustic  potash  hud  been  a))plied  to  one 
of  these  tumois,  situated  on  the  ehcst, 
ended  fatally,  under  the  obscrvaliiin  of 
Uaron  Boycr.  Wed.lius  inetitions  a 
case  in  which  the  ntevus  turned  can- 
cerous on  the  appliculiim  uf  "  aqini 
fortis*."  But  I  may  add,  that  modern 
surgeoiw  will  not  be  Ueterrt-il  from  em. 
iduyiiiir  tlie  remedy  by  any  apprehen- 
sion that  aucb  an  eAect  will  be  Jiro- 
duccd. 

When  nievi  arc  treated  by  ligature, 
very  abmniiiff  sym|itonis  are  liable  to 
come  on.  Ut  this  jioint,  likewise,  proof 
is  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Lawrence's  iiapcr, 
referred  to  above.     He  states,  in  detail- 
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infl^  the  particulara  of  a  case  treated  in  of  the  daj.    But  it  has  been  uo  where,  as 

this  manner,  **  The  infant  seemed  to  far  as  I  have  seen,  accurately  or  com- 

snffer  considerablj  when  the  linfiitures  pietelv  described ;  and  as  I  have  subse- 

were  tied,  the  process  bcinj^  attended  quently   hud    repeated   opportunities  of 

with  considerable  strctcbinfj^  and  drajf-  employing  it,  and  with  great  success,  I 

fging  of  the  surrounding*  skin,  which  feel  it  incumbent  on  me,  without  any 

was  thrown    into  several   larg^e   folds,  further  delay,  to   place  the   following^ 

For  thirty*six  hours  the  child  was  rest-  succinct  account  of  it  before  my  profes* 

less,  cryinfj^  almost  incessantly,  and  oc-  sional   brethren.     And   it   is   the   more 

casionally  convulsed."     In  a  case   of  necessary  that  I  should  do  so,  because, 

die  same  kind,  which  I  had  myself  an  in  a   new  edition  of  a  surgical   work 

opportunity  of  watching,  excceding'ly  since  published,  the  plan  is  adverted  to 

severe  symptoms  followea  the  operation,  as    possible    to    succeed,    withoBt    (is 

and  continued  for  more  than  two  days,  ignorance  no  doubt)  the  sli^teat  ncKr- 

mt  that  the  poor  little  sufferer's  life  was  ence  to  ila  aothor,  or  even  the  most  dis  • 

despaired  of.     Mr.  Langstaff  also  in-  taat  intimation  that  it  had  been  ever 

formed  me,  that  in  a  case    of  largo  attempted. 

noRvus  treated  by  him  in  the  tame  man-        The  plan  to  which   I  allude,  and  to 

ner,  such  violent  conatitutioiial  disturb-  describe  which  it  will  be  my  principal 

ance  was  excited,  that  the  child's  life  object  on  this  occasion,  consists  of  the 

was  for  some  time  in  the  greatest  dan-  injection  into  the  substance  of  noevi  of  a 

ger.     I  may  also  add,  that  Uie  treatment  stimulating,  and,  in  some  cases,  almost 

or  Kgature,  severe  as  it  is,  will  not  an  escharotic  liquor.    The  success  which 

always,  as  will  be  seen  by  and  by,  occasionally  attended  the  vaccination  of 

?rove  successful  as  a  remedy  for  nipvi.  such  tumors  had,  I  considered,  esta- 
*he  same,  too,  may  be  said  of  their  blished  the  princi|)Ie  that  tliev  might  be 
treatment  by  excision.  I  have  known  cured  by  exciting  in  them  inflammation, 
them  recur  after  having  been  excised  or  that  condition  of  a  part,  be  it  what  it 
by  the  most  experienced  operators.  I  may,  that  sometimes  leads  to  ita 
witnessed  a  case  of  the  kind  in  Mr.  absorption.  To  effect  this  end,  I  had 
Al>enietliy's  practice.  The  nsevus  was  tried  various  means;  but  as  they  were 
situated  on  the  sternum,  a  situation  not  generally  successful,  it  is  not  worth 
most  favourable  for  the  operation.  In  while  to  detail  them  here.  The  failures 
fact,  such  is  their  nature,  that  whatever  in  such  instances  having  arisen,  as  it 
may  be  the  operation  performed,  I  be-  appeared  to  me,  from  the  means  em- 
licve  it  will  be  invariably  found,  that  if  ployed  not  producing  a  sufficient  degree 
the  smallest  portion  of  the  morbid  struc-  of  inflammation ;  and  having  met  with  a 
ture  be  left  behind  uninjured,  it  will  very  large  pulsating  nnvus,  so  situated 
act  as  a  **  punctum  salieus"  (if  I  may  that  it  could  not,  without  the  utmost 
use  the  expression),  from  which  disease,  danger,  be  removed  by  the  knife,  by  the 
perhaps  more  formidable  than  was  ex-  ligature,  or  by  caustic,  1  resolved  to  put 
cised  at  first,  will  be  reproduced.  to  the  test  the  plan  adverted  to  above.  I 
Another  objection  to  all  the  modes  of  eonsidered  it  a  fair  opportunity  to  adopt 
treatment  adverted  to  above,  is  the  un-  this  mode  of  treating  it,  because  in  this 
sightly  scar  which  is  in  all  caaes  left  be-  case  the  morbid  structure,  of  which  by 
hind.  And  this  objection  likewise  ap-  far  the  greater  part  was  subcutane- 
plies  to  the  treatment  of  large  nsevi,  by  ous,  was  soft  and  sponge-like— indeed 
vaccination,  a  plan  of  treatment  free  so  soft,  that  when  pressed  between  the 
from  daoffer,  it  is  true,  but  which  is  finger  and  thumb,  tne  intervenins*  sub- 
also  very  likely  to  fail.  stance  seemed  to  shrink  away ;  out  in 
With  a  view  to  obviate,  as  far  as  an  instant,  the  pressure  being  removed, 
I  was  able,  the  inconveniences  detailed  it  re- appeared  of  its  former  size,  and  as 
above,  I  was  induced  to  employ  a  mode  erectile  as  ever.  The  nievus,  which,  as 
of  treatment,  which,  to  me,  was  perfectly  I  stated,  was  of  very  large  size,  was 
novel,  as  applied  to  nnvi.  situated  on  the  left  side  or  the  face,  ex- 
A  few  years  ago  I  made  a  brief  state-  tending  from  the  angle  of  the  lip,  where 
mcnt  of  my  plan  of  treatment  at  one  it  commenced,  upwards  to  the  temple, 
of  the  meetings  of  the  **  London  Medi-  and  transversely  from  the  nose  almost 
cal  Societr,**  and  it  was  subsequently  to  the  ear:  moreover,  portions  of  it 
noticed,  tnough  in  a  very  imperfect  occupied  the  e;j'e-lids,  projecting  irrc»g^u- 
manner,  in  some  of  the  publications  lariy  like  varicose  vessels,  from  their 
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inner  surfaces,  and  its  boundary  was  seven  weeks  time  the  cure  was  accom- 

altoflpctber  yery  irregular.    The  whole  plishcd.    The  eflfect    of    ihc  injection 

thickness  of  the  checa  was  in  some  parts  was  hardeniiipf  of  the  part  into  which 

made  up,  asit  were,  of  the  nffiTus,  the  dis-  it  entered,  and  as  the  hardness  subsided 

eased  structure  beinfjrvisiblc,  and  project,  the  disease  disappeared.     Mr.   Austin 

ing  as  well  on  the  mner  as  on  the  outer  lately   aflbrded   me  an    opportunity  of 

surface.    It  was,  however,  only  at  parti-  seeiufj^  the  child,  who  is  now  about  nine 

cular  points  that  the  skin  and  inner  years  old.    The  case  is  very  satinfac- 

membrane  of  the  cheek  participated  in  tory,   the  operation   having'  been   per- 

the  disease,  as  over  the  greater  portion  of  formed  so  long*  a^o,  and  not  a  vestijirc  of 

the  tumor  they  were  unchangeu  in  struc-  tlie  disesse    reniaininj^.     That    which 

ture.     But  even  where  the  skin  and  was  the  cutaneous  portion  of  the  nipvus 

membrane  of  the  mouth  were  uncfaang-  is  now  quite  white,  and  looks  like  a 

ed,  the  purple  colour  of  the  subjacent  small  cicatrix. 

disease  was  very  visible.    The  nievus,        Another  case,  which  I  also  injected 

when  first  observed  at  the  birth  of  the  in  the  same  manner  successfully,  was 

child,  was  not  larger  tlian  the  point  of  a  brought  to  me  at  my  own  house,  by  the 

quill.    It  began  to  enlarge  very  shortly  late  Mr.  John  Wood,  who  had   been 

after  birth;    and  at  the  time  it  was  house-surgeon    to     St    Bartliolomew's 

placed  under  treatment,  it  was  increaa-  Hospiul.    The  neevus  was  situated  on 

mg  rapidly.    The  treatment  of  it  was  the  cheek,  and  it  was  one  of  the  cases 

peculiarly  difficult,  in  consequence  of  treated  in  the  hospital  by  means  of  the 

Its  ffreat  extent,  and  the  irregularity  of  needle  and  ligature,  and  had  been  con- 

its  boundary.     The  treatment  consisted  sidered  cured ;  but  unfortunately  it  reap, 

in  injecting  into  the  subcutaneous  por>  peared. 

tiooa  of  the  diseased  mass  a  liquid  com-  By  the  same  treatment,  too,  I  sue- 
posed  of  spt.  etheris  nitrici  and  nitric  ceeded  in  curing  one  of  the  largest  sub- 
acid ;  and  in  applying  to  the  more  super-  cutaneous  nsevi  that  I  ever  saw :  it  was 
ficial  portions,  or  to  such  portions  of  the  of  the  size  of  a  very  largo  orange, 
skin  as  were  in  a  morbid  state,  the  con-  extending  from  above  the  angle  of  the 
centrated  nitric  acid.  The  iiyection  did  jaw  downwards,  almost  to  the  clavicle, 
not  enter  very  readily— by  no  means  so  and  deeply  into  the  substance  of  the 
readily  as  might  have  Men  expected,  neck;  projecting  also  from  the  sur- 
ihereiore  much  could  not  be  accom-  rounding  surface  more  than  three  inches, 
plished  at  once,  and  the  progress  of  cure  The  mother  lately  said  it  was  larger 
was  of  necessity  slow ;  but  hy  persever.  than  the  largest  orange,  and  I  believe 
ing  in  the  same  means,  one  portion  after  she  may  be  right, 
another  of  the  disease  was  removed,  till  The  skin  covering  it  was  for  the  most 
the  greater  part  had  entirely  disappeared,  part  healthy,  except  at  its  most  prom i- 
Ait  tob  period  the  child  was  talcen  ill  nent  part,  where  it  put  on  the  usual 
with  the  measles,  which  unfortunatelr  deep  red  and  vascular  appearance  of 
proved  fatal  to  it.  It  may  be  said,  cutaneous  nosvL  In  texture  it  so  much 
therefore,  that  the  case  is  not  com-  resembled  a  sponge,  that  when  ^sped 
plete ;  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  the  hand  it  could  be  diminishea  to 
that  to  the  extent  to  which  the  remedy  nearly  half  its  size.  The  child  resided 
had  been  applied,  it  was  successful,  and  a  short  distance  out  of  town  (Walworth) ; 
thus  its  efficacy  was  established  as  far  but  I  got  it  brought  to  the  hospital  on 
as  it  could  be  by  a  single  instance.  I  had  the  operating  day,  when  it  was  ex- 
BO  opportonity  of  examining  after  death  amined  by  all  the  surgeons  of  the  bos- 
the  parts  that  had  been  operated  on.  pital  who  were  present,  and  also  by 
Obs  of  the  next  cases  tnat  I  operated  many  visitors,  who  all  agreed  that  they 
on,  was  in  a  patient  of  Mr.  Austin,  knew  of  no  means  by  which  the  disease 
suTiTeon,  of  Red  Lion-street,  Clerken-  could  be  sacoessfully  treated.  The  ap- 
well.  The  child  was  a  few  months  old.  plication  of  caustic  was  quite  out  of  the 
The  BflBvus  was  situated  on  the  fore-  question ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
head,  prominent,  about  the  sise  of  half  the  ligature,  and  also  of  excision,  as 
a  walnut,  principally  subcutaneous,  and  they  could  not  possibly  have  succeeded, 
waa  increasing.  I  inject^  it  fi^e  times,  from  the  g^reat  magnitude  of  the  disease 
The  liquid,  which  was  the  same  as  was  and  the  depth  to  which  it  extended. 
employed  in  the  former  case,  passed  The  cure  occupied  about  nine  mo\A!bA^ 
freely  into  its  substance,  and  in  about  and  the  ii^jection  waa  al  ^t^  «om«>MDa«» 
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throwD  in  twice  a  week,  but^enerally  ration.  I  shall  also  point  out,  as 
onljr  once,  and  occasionally  not  oflcnor  clearly  as  I  am  able,  the  variations 
than  once  a  fortiiiy^ht.  lio  unpleasant  which  it  is  nec'ssarj  to  make  in  the 
symptom  followed  at  any  time.  Nal  treatment  of  different  cases,  as  that 
volatile  was  the  liquid  generally  in-  which  is  most  applicable  to  one  is 
jected,  and  sometimes  in  an  undiluted  not  always  equally  so  to  others;  and 
state.  At  first  the  superincumbent  skin  I  shall  at  the  same  time  point  out  the 
did  not  contract  so  fast  as  the  tumor  ^atadvanta^  which,  in  certain  cases, 
became  absorbed,  so  that  it  hung*  like  a  I  consider  this  plan  of  treatment  pos- 
pouch  partly  emptied,  pendulous  on  the  sesses  over  every  other.  I  shall,  more- 
side  of  the  neck.  The  red  part,  or  that  over,  subjoin  a  few  greneral  observations 
portion  of  the  skin  which  was  implicated  on  the  nature  of  ncevi,  and  on  some 
in  the  disease,  entirelv  lost  its  apparent  other  modes  of  treatment  which  I  have 
vascularity,  became  wbite and  shn veiled,  found  it  advisable  to  employ,  under 
without  any  topical  application  being*  particular  circumstances  and  in  particu- 
made  to  it,  and  assumed  very  much  the  lar  cases. 

character  of  an  old  cicatrix.  The  rest  For  the  injection  of  ncevi  it  is  necesr 
of  the  skin  (that  covering  the  ^reat  sary  to  have  a  syring'e  with  tubes  of 
bulk  of  the  tumor)  was  of  natural  co-  different  dimensions,  capable  of  bein^ 
lour  and  texture.  I  lately  saw  the  child,  changed  at  pleasure.  This  is  the  case 
who  is  nearly  five  years  old:  he  was  because  ntevi  are  of  different  sizes :  into 
four  months  old  at  the  time  that  the  those  of  larger  size  the  injection  enters 
treatment  was  commenced.  There  is  more  readily  if  projected  in  a  lar^r 
not  a  vestiee  of  the  disease  remaining',  stream;  in  those  whose  size  is  smaller, 
and  the  skin  is  as  closely  adapted  to  it  answers  better  for  the  stream  to  be  in 
the  subjacent  parts  as  on  the  opposite  proportion  small.  The  point  of  the 
side  of  the  neck.  tube  should  be  introduced  throuufh  an 
A  very  fine  child,  on  whom  I  ope-  aperture  in  the  skin,  at  some  little  dis- 
rated in  the  same  manner,  for  a  very  tance  from  the  disease,  as  there  is  then 
lar^e  nievus  on  the  face,  between  three  grater  facility  in  compressing*  the  nie- 
and  four  years  ago,  was  lately  broug'ht  vus,  so  as  to  prevent  haemorrhage.  It 
to  me  by  its  mother,  to  show  me  how  is  easy  to  prevent  a  single  drop  of  blood 
completely  the  disease  had  been  cured,  being  lost ;  and  after  the  injection  has 
It  was  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  properly  taken  effect,  it  rarely  happens 
face,  occupying  the  ipeater  part  of  both  that  there  remains  an^  disposition  to 
the  evelius,  a  considerable  portion  of  hiemorrhage.  Before  injecting  it  the 
the  clieek,  and  the  whole  or  the  cor-  neevus  should  be  compressed,  so  as  to 
responding  side,  as  well  as  the  front,  of  empty  it  of  its  blood,  and  the  pressure 
the  nose.  When  I  first  took  the  case  in  should  be  kept  up  till  the  instant  that 
hand,  the  child  was  three  months  old,  the  fluid  is  proiected  by  the  sjrringe. 
and  a  most  disgusting  object :  it  is  now  The  fluid  should  be  retained  in  the 
a  very  nice  looking  child,  and  it  requires  nsevus  for  from  five  to  ten  minutes. 
\ery  close  inspection  to  discover  that  This,  of  course,  is  easily  effected  by 
the  disease  had  ever  existed.  making  pressure  along  the  track  which 
I  have  subsequently  treated  many  had  b^n  occupied  by  the  tube  of  the 
.  other  cases  of  nievi  of  various  sizes,  and  syringe, 
in  various  situations,  by  injection,  It  is  not  always  equally  easj^  to  in- 
without  the  occurrence,  in  a  single  in-  ject  noevi,  as  they  differ  materially  in 
stance,  of  an  untoward  symptom,  and  their  texture :  some  of  them  which  are 

Senerally  with  complete  success.  I  of  a  spongy  structure,  and  of  a  mode- 
ave  cured  several  situated  on  the  rate  size,  can  be  injected  with  facility 
head,  three  on  one  child,  and  some  and  at  once  i  but  this  is  seldom  the  case 
very  large  ones  on  the  trunk  and  with  larger  ones.  There  are  nievi  so 
limbs ;  but  as  the  preceding  cases  solid  in  their  substance,  that,  whether 
are  sufficient  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  thev  be  large  or  small,  it  is  exceedingly 
the  plan,  under  different  and  very  difficult  to  inject  them  at  all.  Before  it 
formidable  circumstances,  it  would  be  can  be  accomplished,  U  is  requisite  to. 
unnecessarily  occupying  time  to  give  puncture  them  in  various  directions  i 
oUiers  in  detail :  I  shall  therefore  pro-  but  it  should  be  done  from  a  single 
ceed  to  describe  more  particularly  the  point,  so  that  the  punctures  shall  pro- 
course  I  pursue  in  performing  the  ope-  ceed  like  radii  towards  one-half  of  the 
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eircumfercnce  of  t  circle.  It  is  likeirise  soraetimes  previously  elapse:  after 
someiinies  extrenieljr  difficult  to  excite  which  it  is  rare  for  uie  disease  to  in. 
ill  them  the  necessarjr  decree  of  inflam-  crease;  but  its  subsequtut  absorption  is 
mation,— so  difficult,  that  the  operati(m  sometimes  very  slow. 
IS  often  obliged  to  be  repeated  several  I  am  not  prepared  at  present  to  re- 
times, and  this  notwithstanding*  a  very  commend  the  exclusive  employment  of 
stimulating  fluid  has  been  employed,  any  one  liquid  as  an  injection  for  nocvi. 
Moreover,  a  nsevus  may  be  too  large,  as  The  spirit  of  nitric  oether,  with  the  ad- 
in  the  cases  I  have  adduced,  to  be  dition  of  a  small  proportion  of  strong 
treated  all  at  once  in  the  manner  de-  nitric  acid,  I  have  used  oftener  than 
fcribed  above.  If  so,  it  must  be  divided  any  other ;  about  one  part  of  the  lat- 
into  diflerent  sections,  one,  two,  three,  ter  to  from  ten  to  fifteen  of  the  former. 
or  more ;  and  each  section  must  be  made  The  spirit,  ammonise  aromaticus  has 
the  subject  of  a  separate  operation.  But  been  most  efficient  in  some  cases  in 
to  inject  the  whole  of  even  the  more  which  other  liquids  had  failed.  I  have 
spongy  naevi,  if  of  moderate  size,  it  is  also  employed  successfully  solutions  of 
sometimes  necessary  to  introduce  the  chloride  of  lime,  of  sulphate  and  acetate 
syringe  at  various  points.  When  a  of  zinc,  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  of  Jiy- 
mevas  has  been  large,  I  have  thrown  driodate  of  potash,  6cc.  J  have  never 
the  injection  into  three  different  parts  on  used  wine  for  the  purpose;  but  Mr. 
the  same  day ;  but,  generally,  I  only  Stanley  employed  it  iu  a  nievus  seated 
make  one  attempt  on  the  first  occasion,  on  the  lip,  and,  as  he  informed  me,  with 
By  operating  on  only  one  part  at  first,  success. 

I  Mcertain  with  less  chance  of  inconve-  The  chief  advantages  of  the  plan  of 

Bienoe  whether  the    liquor    employed  treatment  which    I   have  been   recom- 

is  too  strong  or  too  weak,  and  thus  ob-  mending  are,  that  it  is  applicable  to 

tain  information  which  enables  me  to  nevi  so  large,  and  so  situateu,  as  to  be 

proceed  with  more  certainty  iu  the  sub-  wholly     irremediable     by    any    other 

sequent  steps  of  the  operation.  means;  that  it  occasions  no  deformity 

Until  a  person  has  practised  the  one-  (a  poi^it  of  some  importance  when  the 

ration  a  few  times,  it  will  be  better  toat  part  affected  is  the  head,  face,  neck,  or 

during  the  act   of  iuiection  pressure  arm  of  a  female),  the  small  mark  re:. 

sbould  be  made  around  the  nsevus,  as  maining  where  the  syringe  enters  being 

otherwise  the  liquid  will  be  liable  to  be  at  a  subsequent  period  scarcely  discemi- 

forced  into  the  contiguous  cellular  tis*  ble;  that  it  produces  very  nttle  pain, 

sue,  in  which  it  would  be  pretty  sure  to  much  less  than  any  of  the  other  modes 

excite  inflaaimation,    ana    consequent  most  relied  on;  and  that  there  is  no 

sappuration.    For  the  purpose  of  mak-  constitutional  disturbance  of  any  conse. 

ing  the  pressure,  the  rim  of  the  cover  of  quence  resulting  from  it. 

a  pasteboard  or  wooden  pill-box,  an-  I   have  stat^,  that  from  the  effect 

sweis  very  well.    The  covers,  as  is  well  which  sometimes  followed  the  vaccinat- 

known,  ean  be  procured  of  almost  any  ing  of  these  tumors,  I  was  led  to  adopt 

sixe ;  and  a  notch  can  be  easily  cut  in  the  practice  of  injecting  them ;  but  I 

them  Ibr  the  admission  of  the  point  of  should   also  state,  that  having  previ. 

tbesynnge.  ously  investigated  most  attentively  their 

When  a  nasvus  is  well  injected    it  nature  and  nabits,  if  I  may   use  the 

feels  tense,  and  loses  much  of  its  spongy  term,  I  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 

character;  its  eoloor  likewise  becomes  that  they  were  only  to   be  cured  by 

changed,  varying  in  some  degree  ac-  means  which  would  effect  the  complete 

cording  to  the  nature  of  the  fluid  em-  removal  or  annihilation  of  the  morbid 

ployed.    The  change  of  colour  is  not  structure:  and  1  may  add,  that,  to  be 

always  very  considerable,  as  but  little  competent  to  determine   what  plan  of 

of  the  injection  usually  passes  into  the  treatment  is  most  applicable  to  ntevi,  it 

cataneotts  portion  of  a  nevus,  although  is  indispensable  to  oe   acquainted,  as 

the   subcutaneous  part  of  it  shall  he  far  as   possible,    not   only  with   their 

readily  and  fully  injected.    The  injec-  structure,  to  in7estigate  wnich  so  much 

lioa  IS  known  to  have  taken  effect  by  pains  has  been  taken,  but  also  more par- 

thc    tamor    becoming    incompressiblCi  ticularly  with  the  nature  of  the  con- 

whicfa  ia  some  cases  it  does  in  an  hour  nexion     that    subsists    between  them 

or  two,  but  in  others  a  day  or  two  will  and  the  surrounding  parts.    From  in- 

461. 
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atiention    in    ihia    it^pect,    the    most  ami  vet  iio  good  resulted ;  Ibr  after 

erroneous   opinions    have   been   enter-  slough  came  awaj,  the  pmrta  re-aai 

tained.    Some  surveons  still  suppose  (of  and   the  disease  remained   aa  vaao 

H-hich  I  have  lately  had  evidence)  that  and   disposed  to  increase  as  ever. 

noevi  consist  <»f  an  enlarged  arterj,  or  follows,  therefore,  that  h  is  no  ■ 

rein ;   and     in    accordance    with    this  reasonable  to  expect  a  neerus  will  be 

opinion   is  their  practice:  they  endea-  rid  of  br  merely obstrucliog  the  cire 

▼our  to  compress  the  enlargeil  tcssc),  tion  through  the  principal  ressel  < 

so    as    to    prevent  the  transit    of  the  supplies  it,  than  would  a   fiitCj  or 

blood    through  it,  expecting  bj    that  other  tumor.    To  afford  even  a  cha 

means    to    remove    the    disca^.     For  of  success  to  anj  operation  of  the  k 

this  piiqHiso  a  ligature  has  been  some-  the  flow  of  hlood  to  the  eontigiioas  p 

times  put  f»n  what  has  been   supposed  must  likewise  be  cut  off,  or  at  all  ev* 

to  be  the  principal  vessel  supplying  the  very   much  diminished,      in   fact, 

morbid   part;   and    I    was  shown,  not  only   means  that  can  be  depended 

long  ago,   an    instrument    which    had  for  the  elieetnal  removal  of  the  no 

been  ingeniously  enough  constructed  to  structure,  are  such  as  at  once  destroj 

effect  the  same  en<l.  vitality,  or  such  as,  c^wratin^  more  | 

I  believe,  however,  it  will  be  f(>nnd,  duallv,  occasion  its  absorption :  an 

that,  both  in  their  pathology  and  treat-  all   the   means  that  have  been  lec 

nieiit,   such    nractitioners    are    greatly  mended  to  effect  its  annihilation  bj 

mistaken :  indeeil,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  latter  process,  injecticm  is,  I  beliere, 

say,  that,  as  regards  the  more  common  most  to    be    depended    on.     Bj 

forms  of  nievi  niatemi,  they  certainly  means  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  of 

are  in  ernir.    Their  mistake,  no  doubt,  flammation  mar  be  excited  in  it, 

arises  from  the  success  which  has  been  effect  of  which  Is  to  change  its  text 

known  to  attend  a  similar  mode  of  prac-  converting  what  was  a  spon||^y  in 

tice   in   tnie  cases  of    ^*  aneurism    by  solid  sube>tance.     In  thn  state  its  va 

anastomosis ;"  a  disease  comparatively  larity  certainly    becomes  diminisi 

wery  rare.  but  as  its  vitality  remains,  the  cam 

In  the  ntpvi  under  consideration,  there  its  subsequent  absorption  is  not  i] 

is  a  morbid  struoUire  to  be  got  rid  of;  apparent.     If,  however,   I   might 

a  structure  not  de^Mident,  for  its  nou-  ture  an  opinion,  1  would  say  that 

rishment  and  vitality,    uiion   a  single  thus  brought  very  much  into  the  cc 

veMM>1,  hut  capable  at  all  times  of  de-  tion   of  a  foreign  body,  so  that  it 

riving  suflicient  bhiod   for  its  subsis.  comes   an   irritant  to  the  surroum 

tenee,  and  also  for  its  gn^wth,  from  anv  parts,  and,  perhaps,  in  some  degrei 

of  the  vessels  of  the  parts  with  which  it  the  general  system ;  the  absorbents, 

is  in    iniincdiale  conne?cion.      In   Mr.  sequently,  are  roused    into  action, 

I«ang»tafr*s  cast*,  to  which   I  ha«-e  ad-  which,  in  a  longer  or  shorter  time 

verted.   **  the    iiievus  was    principally  removal  is  accomplished. 

supplii*tl  with  hItHHl  fntm  the  muscular  Although  my  advocacy  of  injectii 

branches  given  off  by  the  anterior  tibial  so  decided,  yet  1  wish  to  guard  agi 

artery,   wliiih   wen*'  greatly   enlarged,  its  being  supposed  that  I  altogethe 

and   extremely  uuinen>us;  it  was  also  pudiate  all  the  other  plans  of  treati 

BNiiisted   by   the  external  articular  and  which  have  been  recommended  witi 

llir   arteries  given  off  by  the  }H>pliteal,  same  object  in  view. 

previous,  to  lU  division'iiito  the  three  I  am  well  aware  that  there  arr  n 

artrrir«  of  the  leg."     I  knew  a  case  in  other  means  besides  injection,  by  w 

whirh  the  diseased  stnielure  was  nearly  that  change  in  the  condition  of  the 

neparatnl   by    iiieiMon    fnmi    the    sur-  conducive  to  absorption  may  somel 

nmnding  part*,  and  a  ligatun^  applied  be  venr   satisfactorily  brought    at 

t«i  evrry    ve*i»rl  that  bW,  hut  without  The  principal  of  them  are  the  comt 

the  leant  |M*riuiiiient  change  in  the  eon-  use  of  pressure  and  cold ;  the  inse 

dition   fit  thr  dikeasi*.      Another  ease,  of  the  vaccine  virus  at  different  p 

lim.  i«NN  treated  on  the  saiiii*  principle  of  the  skin  covering  the  meviis; 

with  eauHtie;    a    drep  slough   having  or  more  setoos  made  to  pass  dir 

lit<rn  roiniid  all  round  the  iitt'MiH,  which  thruuirh    the  morbid    structure    if 

*ia*  of  yry  Irtrgr   sixe,  s«i   us   sliuost  and   the  repeated  application  oft 

romplrteh  to  separate  it  fnun  the  UmIv,  rize<l  antimony,  as  well  as  of  va 
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ftker   stimulatinif    tuhstanccv,    to    the  I  had  recourse  to  this  plan  of  treat. 

vbole  surface  of  the   morbid  grrowth.  mcnt  in  a  large  nevuR  011  the  head  of  a 

Acupancluration    has     moreover   been  child  between  three  and   four  months 

neommended  by  Dr.  M.  Hall,  and  also  old.    The  tumor  projected  full  half  an 

by  Professor  Lallemand,  of  Montpelicr.  inch  from  the  surface,  and  in  its  trans- 

1  have  several  times  attempted  to  cure  verse  diameter  it  measured  nearly  two 

ihe  disease  br  this  mode,  but  have  never  inches.     In  twentj-four  Hours  time  the 

wcceeded.    For  my  own  part,  I  must  operation  was  followed  by  such  inflam- 

nj  1  should   have   l>een   surprised   if  mation  and  swelling*,  that  it  was  neces- 

twre  bad  been  a  different  result ;  be-  sary  to  loosen  the  ligatures.    A  slight 

cause  I  have  seen  ncevi  not  only  punc-  degree  of  fever  ensued  ;  a  small  coljec- 

(and  in  the  manner  recommencfea,  but  tion  of  nus  also  formed,  which  was  dis- 

•bs  a  most  stimalatinf^  fluid  injected  charged  thn>ugh  a  small  opening  in  tlie 

iito  the  mraetnreii,  and  yet  a  sufficient  centre  of  tbe  tumor.    After  this  every 

de^pve  of  inflammation   not  produced,  thing  went   on   well,  and  the  disease 

Hm  has  been  particularly  tbe  case  in  graoually  disappeared.     It  was  not  ne- 

■Kvi  of  more  solid  texture.     As,  how*  cessary  to  repeat  the  o|)eration.     I  have 

erer,  ihetnatMcnt  has,  in  the  able  hands  not  yet  had  sufficient  experience  on  the 

alladfd  to  above,  proved  successful  in  a  subject  to  justify  me  in  giving  a  decided 

few  eases,  it  may  DC  considered  right  to  opinion  on  it;  but  from  what  I  have 

give  it  a  farther  trial :  and  tbe  same  seen  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is 

■ay  be  said  of  all  the  measures  just  ad-  a  plan  of  treatment  which  will  be  found 

verted  to.  very  efficient  in  a  large  proportion  of 

Tliere  is  likewise  another  plan,  cm-  the    subcutaneous    vascular    neevi.      I 

ployed,  I   believe,  first  by  myself,  by  should  consider  it  especially  applicable 

which   I  have  succeeded  in  curing  the  to    such   as  may  be   situated   on    the 

disease;  and  as  it  operates  principally  cheeks  or  lips,  as  well  as  to  those  cases 

by  exdting  the  absorbents  into  action,  in  which  the  disease  projects  decidedly 

1  shall  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  beyond  the  surrounding  natural  surface 

lo  describe  it    In  this  plan,  the  advan-  -^to  those  cases,  in  fact,  in  which  exci- 

tMies  atteflding  the  use  of  pressure  and  sion,  caustic,   ami  the  ligature,  have 

01  the  aeton  are  combined.      By  the  been  recommended  as  means  by  which 

means  made  use  of^artial  strang'ula-  the  entire  noevus  and  the  sunerincum- 

tioD  of  tbe  part  is  effected.    Ligatures  bent  skin    should    be    completely  de- 

aie  passed  through  the  substance  of  the  stroyed.   A  great  advantage  of  this  plan 

tumor,  by  means  of  which,  and  pieces  of  treatment  is,  that  it  cures  the  disease 

of  boagi<?  applied   on  each  side,  as  in  like  injection,  without  occasioning  any 

the  quilled   suture,  the  circulation   of  deformity :  the  large  scar  which  remains 

the  part  is  placed  under  complete  con-  after  most  of  the  other  modes  of  treat- 

trol.     In  this  manner,  therefiire,  perfect  ment  being  almost  as  great  a  blemish 

strangulation  of  tlie  part  might  be  pro-  m  the  disease  itself.    It  will  also,  I  sns- 

dueeo,  and    its   consequent   death ;  but  pect,  be  found  a  much  more  efficacious 

the  object  is  to  employ  only  such  com-  mode  of  treatment  than   the  seton,  as 

ymmmuk  as  will  excite  that  cle^rce  of  in-  usually  employed. 

iamraalioB  in  it  which  is  required  to  oc-  But  in  cutaneous   neevi  —  that    is, 

casion  its  absorption.     The  pressure  can  in  those   which  are  seated  principally 

he  increased   or  diminished    with   the  in    the    skin,   as   well    as  in    smaller 

greatest   facility,  according  to  circum-  ones     of    subcutaneous     growth,    the 

^          ;    and  even   after  naving  oeeu  treatment  by  caustic  is  in  many  cases 


remittetl,  or  rather  intermitted,  for  a  few  especially  applicable.      In  the   former 

^ys,  it  can  be  again  applied,  if  care  I   prefer    the  concentrated  nitric   acid 

betaken  not  prematurely  to  withdraV  ^    ^^c    remedy;    in    the    latter    the 

tbe  ligatures.     If  no  more  pressure  be  poussa  fusa.      And   if,  in  the  use   of 

cmliiyed  than  is  really  requisite,  there,  these  means,  pro[)er  care  and  caution  i>e 

win  be  very  little  pain  occasioned  by  it ;  observed,  they  will,  J  believe,  never  fail. 
bat,  «D  the  contrary,  if  too  much  force  ^  Moreover,  they  would  he  applicable  to 

he  employed,  suppuration  will  be  pro-  the  greater  number  of  cases  thut  occur, 

^Med,  and   consequently   there  will  be  if  employed  at  a  sufficiently  early  pe- 
atlcadanl   a  greater  or  less  degree  of    riod,  inasmuch  as,  as  has  ijecn  stated 

fmm  and  conHtitutioual  disturbance.  before,  a  ve*y  large  majority  of  luvvi 
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atteDtion    in    ih^    respect,    the    most  and  jet  no  good  resulted ;  fur  after  the 

erroneous   opinions    hare   been   enter-  slough  came  away,  the  parts  re-uniteil, 

tained.    Some  surgeons  still  suppose  (of  and   the  disease  remained   as   vascular 

which  I  hare  late^  had  evidence)  that  and  disposed  to  increase  as  ever.     J I 

naevi  consist  of  an  enlarged  artery,  or  follows,  therefore,  that  it  is  no  more 

vein  ;   and    in    accordance    with    this  reasonable  to  expect  a  nievus  will  be  got 

opinion   is  their  practice :  they  endea-  rid  of  by  merely  obstructing  the  circula- 

voor  to  compress  the  enlarged  vessel,  tion  through  the  principal  vessel  that 

ao    as    to    prevent  the  transit    of  the  supplies  it,  than  would  a   fatty  or  any 

UocnI    through  it,  expecting  by    that  other  tumor.    To  afford  even  a  chance 

means    to    remove    the    disease.     For  of  success  to  any  operation  of  the  kind, 

this  purpose  a  ligature  has  been  some-  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  contiguous  parts 

times  put  on  what  has  been  supposed  must  likewise  be  cut  off,  or  at  all  events 

to  be  tne  principal  vessel  supplying  the  very   much   diminished.      In   fact,  the 

morbid   part;  and    I    was   shown,  not  only  mesns  that  can  be  depended  on, 

long  ago,   an   instrument    which    had  for  the  effectual  removal  of  the  morbid 

been  ingeniously  enough  constructed  to  structure,  are  such  as  at  once  destroy  its 

effect  the  same  end.  vitality,  or  such  as,  operating  more  gra- 

1  believe,  however,  it  will  be  found,  dually,  occasion  its  absorption :  and  of 

that,  both  in  their  ]>athology  and  treat-  all   the  means  that  have  been  recom- 

nient,   such    practitioners    are    greatly  mended  to  effect  its  annihilation  by  the 

mistaken :  incleed,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  latter  process,  injection  is,  I  believe,  the 

say,  that,  as  regards  the  more  common  most  to    be    depended    on.     By    that 

forms  of  n«vi  matemi,  they  certainly  means  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  of  in- 

are  in  error.    Their  mistake,  no  doubt,  flammation   may   be  excited  in  it,  the 

arises  from  the  success  which  has  been  effect  of  which  is  to  change  its  texture, 

known  to  attend  a  similar  mode  of  prac-  converting   what  was  a  spongy  into  a 

tice   in   true  cases  of    "  aneurism    by  solid  substance.    In  this  state  its  vascu-^ 

anastomosis ;"  a  disease  comparatively  larity  certainly    becomes  diminished  ; 

very  rare.  but  as  its  vitality  remains,  the  cause  of 

In  the  ncevi  under  consideration,  there  its  subsequent  absorption  is  not  quitei 
is  a  morbid  structure  to  be  got  rid  of;  apparent.  If,  however,  I  might  ven- 
a  structure  not  dependent,  tor  its  nou-  ture  an  opinion,  1  would  say  that  it  is 
rishment  and  vitalrty,  upon  a  single  thus  brought  very  much  into  the  condt- 
▼essel,  but  capable  at  all  times  of  de-  tion  of  a  foreign  body,  so  that  it  be- 
riving  sufficient  blood  for  its  subsis.  comes  an  irritant  to  the  surrounding 
tence,  and  also  for  its  growth,  from  an^  parts,  and,  perhaps,  in  some  degree,  us 
of  the  vessels  of  the  parts  with  which  it  the  general  system ;  the  absorbents,  con- 
is  in  immediate  connexion.  In  Mr.  sequently,  are  roused  into  action,  by 
Langstaff's  case,  to  which  I  have  ad-  which,  m  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  its 
verted,  '*  the  nievus  was  principally  removal  is  accomplished, 
supplied  with  blood  from  the  muscular  Although  my  advocacy  of  injection  is 
branches  given  off  by  the  anterior  tibial  so  decided,  yet  I  wish  to  guai*!)  against 
artery,  which  were  greatly  enlarged,  its  being  supposed  that  I  altogether  re^ 
and  extremely  numerous;  it  was  also  pudiate  all  the  other  plans  of  treatment 
assisted  by  the  external  articular  and  which  have  been  recommended  with  the 
flbe  arteries  jpven  off  by  the  popliteal,  same  object  in  view, 
previous,  to  its  division  into  the  three  1  am  well  aware  that  there  are  many 
arteries  of  the  leg."  1  knew  a  case  in  other  means  besides  injection,  by  which 
which  the  diseased  structure  was  nearly  that  change  in  the  condition  of  the  part 
"aeparated  by  incision  from  the  sur-  conducive  to  absorption  may  sometimes 
rounding  parts,  and  a  ligature  applied  be  ver^  satisfactorily  brought  about, 
to  every  vessel  that  bled,  but  without  The  pniicipal  of  them  are  the  combined 
the  least  permanent  change  in  the  con-  use  of  pressure  and  cold  ;  the  insertion 
dition  of  the  disease.  Another  case,  of  the  vaccine  virus  at  different  points 
too,  was  treated  on  the  same  principle  of  the  skin  covering  the  nievus ;  one 
with  caustic ;  a  deep  slough  having  or  more  setons  made  to  pass  flirectlv 
been  formed  all  round  the  naevus,  which  through  the  morbid  structure  itself; 
was  of  very  large  size,  so  as  almost  and  the  repeated  application  of  tarta- 
coropietdy  to  separate  it  from  the  body,  rized  antimony,  as  well  as  of  various 
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other    stimulating    substances,    to    the  I  had  recourse  to  this  plan  of  treat- 
whole  surface  of  the   morbid   growth,  ment  in  a  larg«  nievuft  on  the  head  of  a 
Acupancturatton    has     moreover   been  child   between  three  and   four  months 
recommended  by  Dr.  M.  Hall,  and  also  old.    The  tumor  projected  full  half  an 
hy  Professor  La'llemand,  of  Montpelicr.  inch  from  the  surface,  and  in  its  trans- 
1   have  several  times  attempted  to  cure  verse  diameter  it  measured  nearly  two 
the  disease  by  this  mode,  but  have  never  inches.     In  twenty-four  Kours  time  the 
succeeded.    For  my  own  part,  I   must  operation  was  followed  by  such  inflam- 
say   1   should   have  l>een   surprised  if  mation  and  swelling',  that  it  was  neces- 
tb«re  had  been  a  different  result ;  be-  sary  to  loosen  the  ligatures.    A  slight 
cause  I  have  seen  ntevi  not  only  punc-  degree  of  fever  ensued  ;  a  small  collec- 
tared  in  the  manner  recommended,  but  tion  of  pus  also  formed,  which  was  dis. 
also  a  most  stimulating  6uid  injected  chargea  thn>ugh  a  small  opening  in  the 
into  the  punctures,  and  yet  a  sufficient  centre  of  the  tumor.    Afler  this  every 
dc|[ree  or  inflammation  not  produced,  thing  went   on   well,  and  the  disease 
Tbis  has  been  particularly  the  case  in  graoually  disappeared.     It  was  not  ne- 
nwBfi  of  more  solid  texture.     As,  how-  cessary  to  repeat  the  operation.     I  have 
ever,  the  ticatiaent  has,  in  the  able  hands  not  yet  had  sufficient  experience  on  the 
alluded  to  above,  proved  successful  in  a  subject  to  justify  me  in  giving  a  decided 
lew  eases,  it  may  be  considered  right  to  opinion  on  it;  but  from  what  I  have 
^ve  it  a  farther  trial :  and  the  same  seen  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is 
inay  be  said  of  all  the  measures  just  ad-  a  plan  of  treatment  which  will  be  found 
verted  to.  very  efficient  in  a  large  proportion  of 
There  is  likewise  another  plan,  em-  the    subcutaneous    vascular    naevi.      I 
ployed,  I   believe,  first  by  myself,  by  should  consider  it  especially  applicable 
which   I  have  succeeded  in  curing  the  to    such   as  may  be   situated   on    the 
disease ;  and  as  it  operates  principally  cheeks  or  lips,  as  well  as  to  those  cases 
by  exdting  the  absorbents  into  action,  in  which  the  disease  projects  decidedly 
1  shall  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  beyond  the  surrounding  natural  surface 
to  describe  it     In  this  plan,  the  advan-  -;;-to  those  cases,  in  fact,  in  which  exci- 
twes  attending  the  use  of  pressure  and  sion,  caustic,   and  the  ligature,  have 
or  the  seton  are  combined.      By  the  been  recommended  as  means  by  which 
ineans  made   use  of,  partial  strangula-  the  entire  nievus  and  the  superincum- 
tioD  of  the  part  is  effected.    Ligatures  bent  skin    should    be    completely  de- 
are  passed  throogh  the  substance  of  the  stroyed.   A  g^reat  advantage  of  this  plan 
tumor,  by  means  of  which,  and  pieces  of  treatment  is,  that  it  cures  the  disease 
of  bougie  applied  on  each  side,  as  in  like  injection,  without  occasioning  any 
the  quilled  suture,  the  circulation   of  deformity :  the  large  scar  which  remains 
the  part  is  placed  under  complete  con-  after  most  of  the  other  modes  of  treat- 
trol.     In  this  manner,  t^eref()re,  perfect  ment  being  almost  as  great  a  blemish 
atranffulation  of  the  part  might  be  pro-  as  the  disease  itself.    It  will  also,  I  sus* 
duced,  and   its  consequent  death ;  but  pect,  be  found  a  much  more  efficacious 
the  object  is  to  employ  only  such  com-  mode  of  treatment  than  the  seton,  as 
jftmmm  as  will  excite  that  ie^rce  of  in-  usually  employed. 
flaiiiiiialio&  in  it  which  is  required  to  oc-  But  in  cutaneous  nnvi  —  that    is, 
caaion  its  absaiption.    The  pressure  can  in  those  which  are  seated  principally 
be  increased  or  diminished    with  the  in    the    skin,   as  well    as  in    smaller 
Itfreatest  facility,  accoiding  to  circum-  ones     of    subcutaneous     growth,    the 
atanoes ;   and  even  afler  having  i)eeu  treatment  by  caustic  is  in  many  cases 
remitted,  or  rather  intermitted,  for  a  few  especially  applicable.      In  the  former 
days,  it  can  be  again  applied,  if  care  I  prefer    the  concentrated  nitric  acid 
be  taken  not  prematurely  to  withdraV  <^    ^^®    remedy ;    in    the    latter    the 
the  ligatures.     If  no  more  pressure  be  potassa  fusa.      And  if,  in  the  use  of 
employed  than  is  really  requisite,  there,  these  means,  proper  care  and  caution  be 
win  be  very  little  pain  occasioned  by  it ;  observed,  they  will,  I  believe,  never  fail. 
but,  oin  the  contrary,  if  too  much  force  ^Moreover,  they  would  be  applicable  to 
be  employed,  sup|>uration  will  be  pro-  the  greater  number  of  cases  that  occur, 
dmsed,  and  consequently  there  wiU  be  if  employed  at  a  sufficiently  early  pe- 
attendant  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  riod,  inasmuch  as,  as  has  been  state<l 
pain  and  constitutional  disturbance.  before,  a  very  large  majority  of  uwn\ 
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are,  at  the  time  of  birth,  very  small.     I  ment  at  the  first  moment  after  birtk  tbat 
4ave,  however,  from  the  want  of  proper  a  nevus  is  obserred  to  be  increasing, 
care  and  caution  in  the  use  of  these  I  should  have  stated,  that  the  cuta- 
neans,  seen  much  mischief  ensue.     I  neous  portion  of  a  nsBVus  will  Mnae- 
have  observed  the  skin  destroyed   far  times,  thoug'b  rarely,  remain  after  iti 
beyond  what  was  the  intention  of  the  subcutaneous  parts  nave  entirely  diaap- 
operator;  so  that,  after  the  cure  of  the  peared.     In  that  case  I  apply  to  it  coB« 
disease,  a  cicatrix  remained,  solarfreas  eentrated    nitric    acid,  or    the  caustic 
to  constitute  of  itself  a  decree  of  de*  potash,  by  which  means  every  vestigpeaf 
formity  greater  almost  than  the  original  the  disease    is  readily  and   easily   re* 
disease.  moved :  indeed,  I  believe  whenever  the 
It  is  hardly  possible  to  keep  an  infant  cutaneous  portion  is  large,  this  wonM 
quiet  while   any  thing  is  done  to  it  be  the  better  practice,  as  the  skin  wbieh 
which  occasions  pain.     I  therefore,  be*  is  the  seat  of  a  ncevus  not  being  of  its 
fore  making  use  of  either  the  potash  or  natural  texture,  will  never,  or  course, 
acid,  always  apply  a  thick  coat  of  seal-  have  quite  its  natural  appearance:  it 
ing  wax  varnish  to  the  T>arts  surround-  will  appear  thinner  than  oealthy  8kin« 
ing  the  nsvus.    By  this  simple  con*  shrivelled,  and  more  loosely  attached, 
trivance  I  am  able  to  confine  the  action  The  scar  left,  too,  after  the  healing  of 
of  the  caustic  to  the  necessity  of  the  the  wound  occasioned  by  the  caustiCf  if 
case,  and  at  the  same  time  to  operate  properly  employed,  is  never  so  large  as 
with  greater  freedom.     To  some  sur-  the  original  mark, 
geons  who  are  not  much  in  the  habit  of  8ept.24, 1836. 
using  the  stronger  caustics,  it  may  ap- 
pear that  I  am  recommending  an  unne-     — ~" 

cessary  prec*"?i?«5  **"'  I  ^f.^,P«!*7  ON    THE     FUNCTIONS    OF    THE 

Td'^lStV^^^^  MUSCLES  AND  NERVES  OF  THE 

the  advantage  of  my  plan.     A  singla        EYE-BALL.     

application  of  the  potash  is  sometimes 

sutticient,  especially  if  it  be  used  in  the  To  tht  Edkar  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

form  of  paste,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  > 

Abemethy  for  the  making  of  issues;  ^'^t, 

but  it  is  generally  necessary  to  repeat  In   the  Medical  Gazette  of  Septem- 

the  acid  several  times.     I  have  found  ber  24ih,  will  be  found  a  communication 

that  it  is  generally  better  to  prevent  from  my  colleague,    Mr.   Walker,   of 

suppuration,  if  possible,  in  which  case  Manchester,  on  the  Functions  of  the 

the  destroyed  part  will  be  thrown  off  as  Muscles  and   Nerves  of  the  Eye-Ball ; 

a  scab,  and  toe  consequent  scar  will  be  in  reference  to  which  I  have  considered 

less.    This  can  in  most  cases  be  accom-  it  mjr  duty  to  trouble  you  with  the  fol- 

plished  by  keeping  the  ])art  exposed,  lowing    remarks.      A    paper   by    Mr. 

and  occasionally  wetting  it  with  a  spi-  Walker,  containing  similar   views    to 

rituous  lotion,  containing  also  mucilage  those  published  in  the  Gazette,  wav 

of  acacia  and  oxide  of  zinc.  read  at  the  last  meetinijp  of  the  B/itisk 

,    I  have  cured  between  two  and  three  Associatibn,  held  at  Bristol.    After  Mr. 

dozen  ntevi  by  these  means ;   but  it  Walker  had  sent  this  paper  to  Bristol, 

would  be  unnecessarily  occupying  the  he  read  a  copy  of  it  to  me ;  when  I  wak 

time  of  the  reader  to  detail  any  of  Uiem,  much' surprised  to  find  that  the  exphui*- 

as  it  would  be  little  more  than  repeating  tion*  given  by  him  of  the  funetiona  of 

the  description  of  the  plan  which  I  have  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  the  eye-baH 

Wen  just  giving.  was,  with  one  exception— viz.  the  ae- 

Tbe   caustic    potash    has    been    so  tion  of  the  superior  oblique  mnade*^ 

itrongly  recommended  by  Mr.  Wardrop,  nmilar  to  my  views  on  this  subject, 

and  the  nitric  acid  has  been  so  long  em-  /communicated  to    Mr.    Walker   some 

ployed  by  diflTerent  practitioners,  &at  I  years  since,  contained  in  my  Introdoo- 

claim  no  merit  for  adding  my  testimony  <  tory    Lecture    for    1834    ^whidi    Mr. 

in  their  favour.    My  only  object  in  no-  Walker  bad   an    opportunity  of  delt- 

ticin^  them  has  been  to  suggest  a  more  beratelv    perusing),    and    further   e»- 

J4idicious  and  a  safer  m<3e  of  using  plained   in  a  V^V^t'  read  by  me  to  the 

them,  and  to  recommend  their  employu  Manchester  Medical  Society,  Noven- 
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ber4lli,  1835.  To  this  may  be  added,  The  chapters  of  the  first  volume  com- 
that  I  had  previously  iuformed  Mr.  meiice  with  i^eueralities  respecting  the 
Walker  that  my  views  ou  this  subject  number  of  prostitutes  in  Pans,  the  parts 
were  sent  for  insertion  in  the  last  volume  of  France  from  which  they  ^ne- 
of  the  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  rall^  come,  the  families  they  usually 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  but  springy  from,  and  the  causes  lead- 
that,  in  consequence  of  being  too  late,  ing  to  their  ruin.  The  characteristic 
the  paper  would  not  appear  until  the  manners  and  habits  of  these  unhappy 
publication  of  the  next  volume.  Whe-  females  are  then  treated  of:  aAer  which 
tber  Mr.  Walker  has  made  sufficient  we  have  a  sketch  of  their  chief  pecn> 
acknowledgment  in  his  paper,  of  the  liarities,  taken  in  a  physiological  point 
use  he  has  made  of  the  discoveries  of  of  view.  The  several  arrangements  of 
another,  can  only  be  decided  when  an  medical  police  and  hygiene  adopted 
opportunity  is  afforded  of  comparing  with  regard  to  the  prostituiet  in  Paris, 
toe  papers ;  but  when  the  foregoinjif  are  noticed  at  much  length ;  and 
circamstances  are  considered,  would  it  we  are  next  presented  with  such  a 
not  have  been  more  courteous  in  him  to  picture  of  the  mode  in  which  the  various 
have  resenred  his  observations  until  tnaisons  in  that  regularly-profligate 
after  the  publication  of  his  colleague's  capital  are  managed,  as  we  might  ex- 
renuurks  on  the  same  subject  T  pect  from  the  author  had  he  been  assists 

I  am,  sir,  ed  in  his  explorations  by  another  Oiable 

Yours  respectfully,  hoUeux, 

R.  T.  Hunt.  An  ample  account  is  ^iven  in  the 

Manchcvter,  Sept.  26, 1886.  second  volume  of  the  sanitory  regula-. 

tions  observed  with  respect  to  the  JiUet 
— — publiques  ;    the  hospitals  for  the  treat- 
ment of  syphilis  are  described ;  and  the 

ANALYSESardNOTICESof BOOKS,    bouses  of  correction,  with  the  several 

methods  of  punishment  followed  in  each, 
are  afterwards  noticed.     Certain  details 

-  L'Autcuf  ■•  lae  k  alIoo«er  ca  qua  la  lectaar  ••  ?^  »  curious  nature,  but  most  important 

lac  a  akiifar.'^— b'AuMBBRv.  in  relation  to  state-measures  and  admi- 

nistrative  policy,  form  the  conclusion  of 

the  work 
D9  U  PrattituiioHdela  VilU  de  Paris,        jbe  whole  is  said  to  be  founded  on 

eauM94er4€  foui  U  Rapport  de  PHjf'  documents  the  most  authentic,  procured, 

mhta  fMique,  de  la  Morale,  etde  i„   fact,  in   the  government  oflices  of 

rAdmiHtstration,    Par  A.  J.  B.  Pa-  France;   and   no   pains  seem   to  have 

RBNT-DucHATELET,  Membre  du  Con-  been  si»ared  by  the  author  to  supply,  by 

sell  de  Salubritc,  Medecin  de  rHo-  actual  observation  and  personal  inquiry, 

S*^irtL            •                           ^""*  *"  ^^  knowledge  which  in  that  way 

*"J*^*  could  be  obtaineo  for  the  completion  of 

This  is  one  of  the  most  remarkat»le  his  extraordinary  undertaking. 

books  we  have  met  with  of  late.     It  A  verf  striking  peculianty  of  the 

aboands  with  information  of  a  singular  work  is  the  propriety  and  decency  with 

kitid,  inleresting  at  once  to  the  physio-  which  every  question  is  discussed :  we 

logwl,  the  moralist,  and   the  medical  believe  that  notwithstanding  the  deli- 

stalistiewn.    The  labour  which  it  cost  cate  nature  of  very  many  of  the  subjects 

Ibe  aatkorranst  have  been  immense:  he  touched  on,  there  is  not  the  least  impu- 

was  engaged  upon  it  for  several  years,  rity  in  the  author's  mod^  of  handling 

apd  after  all,  unfortunately,  did  not  sur-  them ;  bis  language,  though  free  and 

rive  to  see  it  laid  before  the  public  unfettered,  contains  no  expression  cal- 

Parml-Duehatelet  died  in  March  last,  culated  to  give  offence  to  modesty  or 

at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  45,  good  taste. 

cjcbaosted  by  the  toils  or  incessant  re-  Among  the  points  noticed  in  the  phy- 

seaich.  siological  portion  of  the  work  are,  the 

As  we   intend    to  bring  this  work  embonpoint  of  most  of  the  prostitnSet, 

0|i  More  than  one  occasion  before  the  the    peculiar    voice    which    many     of 

mder»  we  shall  limit  ourselves  for  the  them  have,    their    infecundity,     their 

prflwoljto  a  brief  notice  of  its  contents,  stature,  the  prevailing  colour  of  their 
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eyes  and  bair,  &c.    It  mijfht  at  firet  rienced  can  be  deceived.      Tbc  trick  is 

seem  that  it  were  impossible  to  avoid  perfectly  well  understood  about  town, 

fanciful  speculation  in  trcatingr  of  such  ^^^  j^  ^^j    adapted  to  catch  the  novices 

matters,  but,  on  turning'  to  the  chapters  ''        '  , ,   ^^^  .i^ 

referred  to,  we  find  that  all  rests  oi  ob.  who  are  very  fresh  and  grreen  from  tbe 

servation  and  the  official  returns.  country.    To  so  shameless  and  brazen 

^ a  pitch  is  the  system  now  carried,  that 

all    the    walls    in    the  neighbourliood 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  of  London  might  as  well  be  chalked 

_       ^  ,  ,      ,    ,Q««  with   the  emphatic  puffing  of  — -  Try 

Saturday,  October  i,  1836.  Oaklet's  Matchless.  But  the  A«.o«r- 

able  member  for  Finsbury  has  always 
•-Lfceiomn!ini«.  licet  etiiimmihi.dirnujujn  ^^^^j^  respectable  scheme  on  his 

pubitcamtit,  dieeodipericoiamoooreciito.*'         hands,    and   IS  now  only  doing  that 

Cic«»o.       f^^  j|jg  Gower-street  speculation  which 

he  lately  used  to  do  for  that  bantling  of 
his  in  Lancaster  Place.    His  Collb- 

BEING  A  FEW  HINTS  TO  STUDENTS  ON  THE      ^^^^     WaKLEYANUM     haS    bccnwholly 

OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION.  exploded,or  abandoned  of  late,  to  make 

Of    all    tbe  qualities    which   the  stu-  way  for  his  new  favourites  of  '*  Uni- 

dent  needs   to  possess,  who  visits  the  yersity  College.*' 

metropolis  with  a  view  of  pursuing  his  All  this  is  so  palpable  and  notorious, 
professional    education,  there  is    none  as  not  to  require  dwelling  upon.    But  tbe 
that  he  will  find  more  requisite,  even  at  systematic  attempt  of  the  Lancet  to  mis- 
the  very  first  step,  than  caution.     He  lead  the  young  men  who  arrive  in  Lon- 
should  know  that  there  are  those  abroad  don  about  this  season,  and  to  injure  all 
who  lie  in  wait  for  his  credulity,  and  the  other  medical  schools  of  the  raetro- 
that  he   must    be  particularly  on   his  polis,  to   tbe  teachers  in   which   he  is 
guard   against   volunteer  guides.     We  personally   hostile,  is    so  replete    with 
feel  obliged  to  give  this  bint,  in  limine^  falsehoods  and  wilful  misrepresentation, 
on  observing  the  recent  conduct  of  our  as  to  require  a  special  exposure.    Tbe 
dishonest  contemporary  —  the  Lancet,  last  number  of  the  journal  just  named 
With  this  brief  admonition  to  our  young  contains  what  the  Editor  is  pleased  to 
friends — to  be  cautious  under  whose  call  a  '*  resume  of  admonitory    com- 
guidance  they  pUce  themselves  —  we  ments  ;*' in  referring  to  which  he  says- 
dispense  with   giving  further  advice:  .,^  .  .      .,              .     ..      ,         , 
.    \              ,       ...  1. 11                       1  Neither  there  nor  in  this  place,  how- 
in  the  remarks  which  follow,  we  appeal  ^^^^^  g^all  we  attempt  to  insUtute  any 
to  their  reason  and  understanding.  comparison  into  the  respective  merits  of 
There  are  two  signs  by  which  the  the  various  establishments  or  teachers, 
dishonest  proceedings  of  the  party  in  The  invidious  nature  of  such  an  under. 
'^      1.     J-            J        J  taking— the  task  which  such  an  inves- 
quesuon  may  be  discovered    and   un-  ligation    must  impose— would   require 
masked— first,  the  gross  partiality  with  nerves  of  iron  for  its  execution,  with 
which    he    cries    up  a  certain    set  of   strict  impartiality;  and,  at  last,  great 

teachers;  and  secondly,  the  falsehoods    injustice  might  be  done,"— e*  ce<er«,  et 

,  ,  .        ^  ^  .       •.!.     1-  •   1  cetera,  et  cetera. 

and  lying  statements  with  which  he  en-  ' 

deavours  to  carry  on  his  work  of  decep-  After  this  declaration  of  the  under- 

tion.  taking  being  ** invidious,"  and  of  there 

As  to   the  first,  it  is   $o  gross,  that  being  a  risk  of  doing  "  great  injustice," 

none  but  the  most  simple  and  inexpc  we  felt  confident  that  the  *'  comparison" 
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was  to  be  made,  aiid  some  mystification  whether  for  the  shortest  attendance  re- 
attempted  :  nor  were  we  deceived ;  for  quired  hy  the  coqiorate  bodies,  or  for  an 
at  page  19  the  mask  is  thrown  aside,  unlimited  period ;  for  the  latter,  thedif- 
and  as  pretty  a  specimen  presented  to  ference  between  it  and  some  of  the 
us  of  adulation  of  one  party,  and  mis-  best  private  schools  is  nearly  thirty 
representation  of  others,  as  any  one  could  pounds,  while  for  the  former  it  exceeds 
desire  to  see.  that  sum. 

The  object  is  to  represent  the  school  Now  let  us  inquire  into  the  facts  con- 
of  University  College,  Gower  Street,  as  nected  with  hospital  attendance,  and 
by  far  the  cheapest  in  London ;  and  the  here  we  admit  in  limine,  that  a  cer- 
mtnle  of  effecting  this,  is  by  taking  tijicate  of  having  attended  the  medical 
the  North  London  Hospital,  and  set-  and  surgical  practice  at  the  **  North 
ting  it  in  the  foreground  of  the  school  London*'  may  be  procured  on  terms*- 
lo  which  it  belongs.  Now  if  all  that  a  such  as  we  trust  wiH  never  be  the  case 
pupil  had  to  do  in  London  were  to  at-  at  any  other  hospital  in  the  metropolis, 
tend  an  hospital,  this  would   be  very    Let  us  explain. 

fair ;  but  as  it  happens  that  he  has  cer-  When  young  gentlemen  come  to 
tain  lectures  to  attend  also,  it  is  quite  London  they  have  enough  to  do,  Hea- 
clear  that  the  only  honest  and  rational  ven  knows;  -one  lecture  following  afler 
method  of  calculating  the  comparative  another  from  morniug  to  night  in  such 
expenses  of  different  schools,  is  to  take  rapid  succession,  as  necessarily  to  leave 
the  amount  of  fises  far  the  lectures  and  but  a  very  short  space  in  the  forenoon, 
hospital  atiendance  together,  ^  If  this  during  which  even  the  most  zealous 
be  done,  the  .account  will  stand  very  can  be  in  the  wards  of  their  hospital, 
differently  from  that  into  a  belief  of  Heretofore  no  pretence  was  ever  made 
which  our  dishonest  contemporary  en-  of  attending  both  the  medical  and  sur- 
deavours  to  betray  the  pupils.  gical  practice  at  the  same  time ;  and  at 

At  once  the  simplest  «nd  most  gene-    the  other  hospitals  the  regulation  of  at- 

rally   applicable    comparison    between    tending  each   separately  still  prevails. 

the  different  schools  is,  to  ascertain  for    But  the  conductors  of  the  North  London 

what  som  at  each  the  pupil  may  attend.    Hospital  do,  what  we  cannot  venture  to 

during  an  unlimited  period,  all  the  lee-    designate  as  it  deserves:  they  give  certi- 

tutes  required  by  the  College  of  Sur-    ficates  of  one  year's  attendance  on  both 

geons  and  Society  of  Apothecaries.   The    the  medical  and  surgical  practice  toffe- 

calculation  stands  thus :—  ther !     at    the    expiration    of   twelve 

.«^         .    «  1.    1  ^    *1       months  after  the  payment  of  21/.  into 

Alderagate  School 46    4         .     ,       .      r  .•    .  5  x 

Webb  Street    52  10        ^®  hands  of  their  treasurer.     Long  may 

Westminster  School ••  52  10        the  North  London  Hospital  stand  alone 

Middlesex  Hospital ^  U        in  this  respect,  and  may  its  conductors 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital 55  13        _    ,  *,    .'  ,  •'  _    , 

St.  GeoiKCs  Hospital 56  14        ""«  consolation  in  the  praises  of  the 

King's  College 63  0  Lancet  for  this  adoption  of  the  **  certifi - 

London  Hospital    63  0  .    svstem  •" 

8l  Bartholomew's  Hospital ..  65  2  caiesjsiem. 

Guy's  Hospital   66  3  Cousidcnng  the  smallness  of  its  size. 

University  College 74  10  and  the  necessarily  very  limited  field  of 

[For  farther  details,  see  the  table  which    observation  it  affords,  we  have  no  doubt 
foflows  the  present  arUcle.]  ^^^  ^^y^  Lo„j^„  -^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^pj_ 

This  requires  no  comment :  as  regards    tal ;  but  he  who  says  **  it  stands  for- 

lectures,  the  University  College  is  the    ward  from  the  rest  in  bold  and  brilliant 

.  moat  expensive  school  in  the  metropolis,    relief,*'     knows    nothing    about     the 


WMcn  rmmsus  fallacubs. 

h»  m    fiif  tlj  wft  tiariltr,  mnd  wkidi  wiH  dbni  weM 

ibatHie  Iws  ialbrmatioii.    We  MppoM  tWi,  as  k 

Iws  Boi  unMllydoDeyUiestadeBtwisbcttoattnid 

y  ;    m   limiUnrr  tke  medical  and  largieal  practice  iar  Ikt 

bal  periods   reqaiied    bj    tbe    Callaga  af 
Borgefms  and  Societj  af  Apatkacarica 

kaapilalal*  retpectiTelj^-fis.  eighteen.  BMOtba  aad 

adafitd  bj  p«P*l**   >*  oae  jear.  At  St.  BaithokMaew^  a  papil 

(if  file  awdirai  (wbicb  frees  wulj  attend  the  medical  practice  far  a 

>,  aad  one  of  jear  and  a  half,  and  the  soryrinl  pne* 

^■alifjnig  tice  fi>r  ever,  for  42^     Bat  this  sm, 

the  instead  of  being*  «<  more  than  aof^" 

ffdam  to  is  only  fiAeen  goineas  above  what  ht 

Jf  the  would  paj  at  the  North  London  hoapitali 

Lon-  containing  onlj  one-fourth  the  nam* 

<ii»»g»»»fHmrikrlheaMrficalaad  sargieal  her  of  beds.    At  Gaj's,  the  fee  b  within 

fn0An0t  ei-yaciKl/^  the  mm  k  161  16#.  one  shilling  of  being  the  same  aa  at 

ZIL  Ma.;  bat  we  shall  gt.  Bartholomew's,  while  the  popU  hat 

h«  talMs  cat  baCh  at  once,  the  advantage  of  attending  also  the 

la  enable  him  to  at-  surgical  practice  at  St  Thomas's. 
Iwa  sMceamve  jeari— and       Come  we  now  to  St.  George's  ;awllMr» 

tm  6m  )m  pa/s  M.  6$.  we  particularly  solicit  the  attention  of  tht 

Tb^  I^Mwet,  im  its  awn  porposcs,  has  reader,  because,  when  it  is  mentioned  by 

<b«g«  to  inslitafr  an  especial  compa-  our  contemporary,  a  more  impndentfiilMV 

^M«  latwwn  its  Civoafcd  institution  eation  than  usual  is  alwi^surs  to  follow, 

ihaee  adkf»  never  mentioned  with-  it  is  intended  to  convey  the  idea,  not 

warn  mmtfHntwUttmk    v ig.8t.Bar-  only  that  St.  George's  is  enormously 

*«iiaaMw's,  Oay'a,  and    Sc  George's,  clearer  than  the  North  London,  bat  that 

ITe  than  lake  the  same,  and  in  the  same  it  is  even  more  expensive  than  St.  Bartho- 

a«kr,    Tbe  paragraph  is  not  very  in-  hmiew's  or  the  Borough  hosfntala.  Now 

KJIifiblc    indeed,  is  scarcely  English ;  the  fact  is,  that  a  pupil  may  attend  the 

bat  we  than  ^piote  it  verbatim,  to  show  turgical  practice  of  St.  George's  Hoa> 

the  extent  of  the  deception  which  it  is  pin^]^  for  a  year,  for  21/.,  and  the  me- 

atlemplcd  to  yiu^mm :—  dieal  practice,  during  eighteen  montlia, 

-  But  soppoM!  we  compare  the  26/.  6r.,  for  16^-  1««-  V  «'» •/  Ac  <«Ae  #Ae  mMc^ 

charged  at  the  North  London  Hospital,  iiektt  first,  he  may  then    attend  the 

with  the  sums  charged  at  the  other  hos-  sargieal  practice  for  four  goineas  lem ; 

piuls  for  attendance  to  pupils  who  are  y^       .     jj  33,  ^^     p^^  j^  ^^,„,j  ^^ 

not  dressers,      fhe  charge,  even  then  , .    ^l ,  ^    '  ,  .     vt  ^u  t     j  «  1. : 

(the  attendance,  alto,  on  the  surgical  him  ««.  ^  »t  the  North  London  hoapi. 


than  24/.  higher  at  Uuy'i  HospiUl  (as  -         ,  1 1      *^A  ^^^»  ..s^ 

another  insUince),  and  more  than  61/L  »«»«*  ^tne« ///- and  setting  aside 

higher  at  St.  George'^,  (perpetual  tktrt  the  great  disparity  m  the  sine  of  the 

to  both)  then  the  charge  at  the  North  hospitals,  the  St.  George's  surgical  pnpil 

London  Hospital."  y^^  ^^  privilege  included  ofadtn^rat 

Now,  instead  of  following  this  calcu-  «  drtuw  for  three  months. 

lation,  which  we  submit  is  nearly  unin-  Again :  taking  a  general  view  of  all  the 

telligible,  we  shall  tompare  things  which  expenses,  we  find  that  the  sum.  required 


wAcn  Fsnsvs  fallacies* 

for    attending    the    lectuihet,    and    the  attributing'  it  to  the  mortal  hatred  that 

hospital  practice  required  b  J  the  College  subsists  between  Dr.  ElHotson  and  the 

of  Surgeons  and  the  Society  of  Apothe-  ^reat  turgean  of  the  North  ?    We  doubt 

caries,  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  amounts  not  we  have  hit  the  mark,  as  the  partici* 

to  107/i  fit, ;  at  6uy*s,  to  106/.  4s, ;  at  St.  pation  of  feuds  and  fancies  is  one  of  the 

George's,  to  90/.  Ot. ;    at    Universitj  signs  of  firm  and  steady  friendship:  the 

College,  to  100/.  I5f.    So  that  the  whole  tdem  veile  and  idem  nolU  is  here  com- 

expense  at  the  magnificent  establish,  pletei  and  long  may  it  subsist  in  ita 

ment  of  Gay's,  and  including  the  prac-  beautiful  harmony  and  concord! 

tice  of  two  great  hospitals,  exceeds  the  A  word,  however,  on  the  consistency  of 

North  London  Hospital  School,  and  its  the  thing.    Mr.  Listen  is  held  up  as 

hundred  beds,  by  only  7/.  Oi.,  and  at  St.  the    model  of  swegeooB  -^  tbe  greatest 

Bartholomew's,  only  by  61,  7«.,  while  at  af  jCT  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  so  forth. 

St.  George's  Hospital  the  expense,  in-  How  is  this,  when  we  have  Mr.  Law- 

stead  of  being  greater,  is  less,  by  10/.  Of.  renoe  still  amongst  us  in  all  his  pristine 

8o  much   for  the   veracity  and  fair  ?igour  and  ability,  who  was  once  vest- 

deaKng  of  our   advocate    for    Gower  ed  with  the  championship  by  the  same 

Street  and  ita  hospital.    A  word  more,  discriminating  judge,  nor  was.  stript  oC 

and  we  have  done.  it,  that  we  are  aware,  for  any  deficiency 

If  we  turn  for  a  moment  from    his  or  inferiority  of  skill  ?    But  Mr.  Law- 

exertions  in  favourof  that  establishment  rence  shook  off  the  patronage  of  Wak- 

to    the    men    connected    with    it,   or  ley,  and  hence  the  rival  that  has  been 

the    man     rather,    who     forms     the  set  beside  bis  throne, 

^peoial  aubject   of   his  landation,   we  But  Mr.  Wardrop,  poor  man!   what 

niaat  acknowledge  at  least  the  gratitude  has  he  done  to  merit  this  unceremonious 

of  the  worthy  editor,  however  we  msy  setdown  from  the  post  of  honour  T  Has 

wonder  at  his  consistency  and  discrimi*  he  no  means  of  intercepting  the  favours 

nation,    Mr.  listen,  the  present  idol  of  which  wet  now  so  thickly  bestowed  on 

Wakley's  attachment,  is,  we  believe,  fais  brother  surgeon  ?    Or  are  his  inter^ 

the  only  person  of  any  standing  in  the  eepted  favours  exhausted,  and  his  means 

profSesaion  in  London,  who  iadesirons  of  paying  due  homage  to  hi&  patron 

of  the  good  opinion  of  the  honourable  extinct  ?    Whatever  be  the  cause,  it  is 

awmber  for  Finsbury ;  be  has  not  been  clear   that   the   once    celebrated    Mr. 

aahamed  to  he  present  at,  and  to  take  Wardrop  is   no  longer  a  star  in  the 

part  in,  meetings  where  Wakley  has  ascendant,  and  that,  though  he  would 

been  prominent :  hence,  naturally,  the  want  some  little  support  in  resuming  hia 

reciprocal  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  difficult  taak  of  lecturing  again  in  an 

latter.    The  great  attraction  now  at  the  obscure  quarter,  he  can  no  longer  reckon 

North  Londbu  Hospital  is  Mr,  Liston :  on   more  than  a  little  "  faint  praise" 

Mr.  Liston  is  aU  in  all,  just  as  it  used  tenr  his  quondam  psnegyrist ! 

lo  be  with  Dr.  Elliotson,  who  at  present  •  Be  warned  in  time,  all  ye  who  aspire 

•eenis  to  he  completely  thrown  over-  to  the  good  opinion  and  the  graces  of 

hoard.    Why  is  this?    Not  one   little  onr  respecUble  contemporary.    Let  the 

word  even  ef  passing  courtesy  is  ex-  things  that  have  been  be  a  warning  to 

pcnded  on  the  Doctor,  who  coold  once  y^^ .   and  wait  but  a  little,  we  advise 

boast  the  warmest  support  of  the  wor-  y^^^  to  observe  the  career  of  the  present 

thy  Finsbarian.  How  are  we  to  account  pioteg^  of  the  North  London  Hospital, 

for  this  pbenoneaoB  ?    Are  we  right  in  [TabU,  fy. 
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REMARKS  from  that  state  of  apathy  and  indifference 

to  the  comforts  and  healthful  existence  of 

®*  ■""*  the  people  committed  to  their  charge,  that 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  UtrSH  *®  suddenly  and  incorrlmhly  usurps  the 

iiffC'nTr'Ar   rffAWiTTiTQ  place  of  an  ephemeral  zeal,  which  scarcely 

JI11:.U1C AL  CUAAi I  itsii.  ^^^^^  ^^^  through  a  hurried  and  imper- 

I  feet  education.     Were  they  lovers  or  col« 

_     _     _  ,.          >.   .     -r  J.     »  ^»  ti?ators  of  science,  and  acquainted  with 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  medicine  and  surgery  in  their  present  ad- 

^  Tanced  state,  they  could  never  hope  to 

^"^»  comhat  disease  without  the  aid  ot  those 

Tbb  late  Report  of  1>t,  Borrett  on  the  valuable  medicines  whose  character  prac- 

state  of  the  medical  charities  of  Ireland,  tical  experience  has  long  since  established, 

published  in  the  pages  of  your  valued  or  those  active  remedies  which  modem 

jonmal,  must  be  viewed  bv  English  prac-  discoveries  have  placed  at  our  disposal. 

titioners  with  surprise  and  astonishment.  But  slaves  to  a  wretched  empiricism,  and 

The  existence  of  such  a  state  of  medical  prepossessed  with  a  fatal  but  convenient 

aflSura  has  now  been  incontrovertibly  esta-  faith  in  the  powers  of  a  single  medicine, 

Utsbed,   and  with  a    greater  degree  of  or  two  at  most,  being  sufficient  for  the 

weight  and  confidence  than  conld  be  at-  radical  cure  of  every  disease,  they  slumber 

tacbed  to  the  report  of  any  local  practi-  in  unlettered  ease,  satisfied  with,  nay,  con- 

timier,  the  value  of  which,  as  prefatory  to  ceiving  more  than  sufficient,  that  Know- 

a  none  extensive  investigation  of  the  sub-  ledge  hastily  acquired  during  a  few  win- 

jcct,  is  too  obvious  to  require  my  df\'elling  ter  seasons  of  metropolitan  residence.  This 

on.     Abuses  the  most  extensive,  negli-  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  paucity,  the 

grace  the  most  culpable,  have  been  clearly  unvaricdness,  and  vile  description  of  the 

proved ;  and  I  trust  on  a  more  general  re-  medicines  usually  found  in  those  hovels, 

view  of  the  sobject,  to  a  portion  of  which  which  are  so  badly  calculated  to  afford 

it  is  possible    Dr.  Borrett's  ambulatory  relief  to  the  unfortunate  applicants;  some 

conmission  did  not  extend,  to  demonstrate  of  whom,  being  a  certain  description,  of 

as  dearly,  that  professional  treatment,  in-  farmers  recommended  by  their  landlords, 

finior  to  that   of   the  darkest  ages,    or  or  any  other  subscriber,  are  not  altogether 

medico  chimivery  in  its  earliest  infancy  uneducated,  who,  to  a  person  familiar  or 

ever  produced,  is  daily  practised  at  our  intimately  acquainted  with  their  habits, 

dispensaries,  an  epitome  of  which  I  think  manners,*  and  disposition^),  which  cannot 

indispensably  necessary  to  a  just  appre*  be  acquired  without  a  residence  amongst 

cimtion  oi^  and  a  more'intimate  acquaint-  them,  appear  shrewd,  intelligent,  and  dis- 

aaee  with,  the  inutility  and  really  injuri-  criminating,  appearing  quite  as  conver- 

oBs  operation  of  those  charities,  although  sant    with    ordinary    acquirements    and 

apprehensive,  in  this  age  of  professional  newspaper  intelligence  as  their  superiors. 

attainment,  it  might  be  viewed  as  the  This  description   equally  applies  to  the 

creation  of  fancy.  tradespeople,  and  extends,  with  some  limi- 

If  an  opinion  relative  to  the  civilization  tation,  even  to  day-labourers,  all  of  whom 

of  Ireland,  and  its  degraded  position  in  the  occasionally  become  the  subjects  of  dis- 

scale  of  social  existence  (as  advanced  in  a  pensary  relief,  are  living  on  terms  of  most 

kamcd  editorial  article  in  a  late  number  intimate  intercourse  and  familiarity,  dis- 

•f  the  Medical  Gazette),  is  to  be  based  cussing    medical    affairs    when    grouped 

oa  the  state  of  her  medical  charities,  the  around  their  firesides  as  freely  as  politics, 

estimate,  without  any  great  stretch  of  pri-  drawing  their  conclusions  after  their  own 

vilece,  must  be  extenoed  to  parties  who,  peculiar  fashion,  but,  of  a  truth,  seldom 

as  memben  of  an  enlightened,  a  learned  erroneously  ;   canrassing  the  merits  and 

profession,     support      but     indifferently  demerits  of  the  dispensary  doctor  and  bis 

CBoogh  its  character  for  respectability  or  practice  with  as  great  a  degree  of  freedom 

learning;  for,  after  a  most  extensive  and  and  warmth  as  those  of  the  Prime  Mini- 

iathDate  survey  of  the  state  of  our  dis-  ster,  and,  if  worthy  of  such  feeling,  be- 

Maaries,  I  am  firmly  convinced  their  de-  stowing  on  him  afl  that  sincere  and  ar- 

based  state  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  dent  affection  so  characteristic  of  the  Irish, 

coadition  of  the  applicants,  or  solely  to  man. 

the  cmreless  indifference  of  the  managers.  When  illness  invades  the  habitation  of 

baijis  tof  be  chiefly  imputed  to  the  povsi-  one  of  those  people,  or  the  member  of  a 

and   surgeons  of   those    establish-  family  becomes  the  subject  of  accidental 

who  could  in  a  very  considerable  and  severe  injury,  recourse  is  immediately 

if  not  ^together,  counteract  the  had  to  his  own  resources  or  those  of  his 

wgUgrnce  and  snpineness  of  the  moral  friends,  and  a  variety  of  domestic  rcme- 

were  they  to  rouse  themselves  dies  indigenous  to  the  country,  or  pro- 
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cured  at  a  sufficiently  low  rate  (Vom  the  and  assistance  afforded  at  our  medical 
shop  of  an  apothecary  in  some  neif^hboor-  charities,  where  they  witness  disease,  ez- 
ing  town — medicines  usually  had  recourse  cept  of  the  most  ordinary  nature,  allowed 
to  on  the  in?asion  of  every  disease — are  to  commit  unrestrained  its  destructive  ra- 
freely  administered,  as  it  may  suit  the  vag^es;  indeed,  with  such  evidences  before 
wi^h  of  the  sufferer,  or  accord  with  the  them,  any  other  feeling  would  poartray  an 
views  of  some  old  crune  pretending  to  sn^  obtns«:ncss  of  intellect  which  does  riot 
perior  and  mysterious  skill  in  those  mat-  form  a  feature  in  our  national  character, 
ters,  but,  as  often  happens,  without  sno-  What  more  successful  result  could  be  an* 
cess.  Longcontinuea  disease,  and  cense*  ticipated,  when  the  medical  attendant, 
^uent  loss  of  employment,  involve  the  viewing  his  dispensary  appointment  as  a 
unhappy  sufferer,  and  perhaps  a  numerons  snug  sinecure,  an  unalienable  property, 
family,  in  unparalleled  and  hopeless  dcsti-  spends  his  days  without  restraint,  iudulg- 
tution.  Now  the  victim  of  despair,  appli-  ing  in  the  allurements  of  the  Irish  chase; 
cation  is  made  to  the  local  aispensary ;  aim  a  prinoe  of  good  fellows,  devoting  bis 
bat  what  relief  can  be  afforded  from  its  nights  to  potations  of  the  native,  enliven- 
lesouroes?  None.  The  patient  submits  ing  the  festive  hoard,  or  delighting  the 
to  a  repetition  of  drenching  with  a  farrago  members  of  a  union  hunt  with  the  variety 
of  rotten  trasb,  remedies  superior  to  which  and  melody  of  his  songs,  ond  shallowness 
he  has  already  used,  and  places  relianee  of  his  wit ;  loudly  expatiating  on  the  pro* 
on  advice  equally  rotten,  musty,  and  inef-*  parties  of  the  Irish  fox  bound,  depicting 
fSsctual-^advice  emanating  from  the  bead  the  beauties  of  a  previous  chase,  and  de- 
of  some  Esculapius,  whose  intellect,  (Vom  a  scribing  the  various  incidents  of  superior 
long  oblivion  of  medico-chimrgical  mat-  jockeyism  and  hairbreadth  escapes  dnrinr 
ters,  and  a  diligent  pursuit  of  other  oh.  their  last  run,  from  the  moment  reynara 
iects,  has  been  rendered  rusty  and  thread-'  first  breaks  cover,  to  the  death,  with  a  de- 
bare.  Professional  incapacity,  as  usual,  light  and  vividness  of  description,  that 
ends  in  failure  of  success;  and  this  so  veiy  proves  this  to  be  his  dearest,  bis  all-absorbs 
frequently  occurring,  begets  a  distrust  and  ing  study. 

want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  an-        A  devotion  to  such  pursuits  mnst  alien- 

plicants  in  our  dispensaries,  which  fully  ate  their  minds  from  a  close  attention  to 

accounts  for  the  infrequency  of  attendance  the  arduous  daties  of  a  profession ;  and 

on  advertised    day»,    mentioned  in    Dr.  the  more  usual  result  is,  for  those  gentle. 

Borrett's  report.    Numbers  of  those  ikn*  men  still  holding  their  dispensary  appoint* 

eied  incarables  might  be  daily  seen  mi-  ments,  to  settle   themselves   in   life   aa 

grating^  to  the  habitations  of  other  distant  farmers«-to  be  seen  from  morning  to  night 

practitioners,  whose  more  successful  prac  directiag  the  movements  of  the  plough,  or 

tice  and  superior  attainments  have  esta-  as  amateur  cattle  feeders,  horse  jobbers, 

blished  for  them  a  respeetable  repatatioD.  and  road  makers,  to  be  seen  at  every  coun- 

HMMt  of  those  invalids  returning  restored  try  fair  anxiously  learning  the  prices  of 

to  health,  and  rendered  osefnl  members,  swine,  and  black  cattle,  attending  with 

if  not  to  society  at  large,  al  least  to  their  punctuality  evenr  turnpike  meeting,  and, 

own  immediate  friends.  with  an  iU-timea  aeal,  aping  the  oetensi- 

I  have  known  numerous  instances  where  ble  public  character  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 

those  people  walked  one  bundled  miles  for  professional,  to  the  no  small  amosement 

relief,  and  successfully,  submitting  to  ope.  of  the  country  gentry,  who  are  unavoida* 

rations  with  a  heroism  instigated  alone  bly  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  his  skill 

through  a  determination  to  rid  themsdves  and  taste  lie  more  in  the  Macadamising 

of  disease  at   all  hazards— diseases  not  some  public  highway  than  in  the  practiee 

comprehended,  and  operations  which  could  of  meaicine. 

not  be  performed,  at  the  district  dispen-        To  dwell  much  longer  on  this  subject^ 

aary.    Even  while  the  writer  was  penning  would  be,  I  fear,  to  trespass  on  your  indnl- 

this  article,  a  young  man  a'as  brought  to  genoe,  and  the  patience  of  your  readef% 

him  fVom  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  with  the  field  for  investigation  being  a  most  ex* 

fracture  of  the  humerus,  extending  into  tensive  one:  were  I  to  treat  of  the  manage, 

the  elbow-joint,  passing  during  his  jour*  ment,  or  rather  mismanagement,  of  erery 

ney  through  a  country  containing  six  dis*  local  dispensary,  it  would  afibid  matter 

pensaries;  and  when  inquiry  was  insti-  for  a  report  too  voluminous,  as  a  single 

tntad  of  his  father  why  lie  did  not  seek  article,  for  the  pages  of  your  veiy  valuable 

assistance  at  one  of  those  institutions,  he  jonmaL   And  as  Uie  medical  maaagemaiit 

unhesitatingly  declared  be  considered  the  of  the  Infirmaries  of  Cork  has  leceived 

injury  of  too  seriuns  a  nature  to  commit  to  a  well-merited  enlogium  in  the   report 

tliicHianagementof  a  dispenaaiy  doctor,  of  Dr.  Borrett,  to  which  the  writer  oaa 

Such  are  the  impressions  on  the  minds  bear  ample  testimony,  the  medical  oftescf 

of  the  people,  siich  their  faith  im  the  relief  of  thoae  establishments  being  gentlameft  ef 
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KtpcctaMlity  aod  acqniremeiiti,  leaving  jected  to  such  a  i^imen,  witbout  any  ap- 

tbni  and  the  charitiei  whoie  destinies  preciable  benefit,  sbould  fly  from  the  dia- 

tbcy  wield,  to  agoj  the  honoon  of  a  well-  bolieal  mixture,  as  they  call  it,  to  seek 

earned  and  rieUj -merited  repntation,  I  that  relief  from  the  house  of  some  private 

shall,  for  Ibe  present,  as  a  ntelaneboly  practitioner,  which  the  belicTcr  in    one 

contrast, direct  your  attenti<in  to  the abiect  universal  remedy  was  unable  to  afford? 

stale  of  an  unfortnnate  and  fallen  brother.  The  natural  result  is  a  disinclination  on 

as  a  riew  of  Its  medical  operations  will  the  part  of  the  people,  except  in  cases  of 

dnddale  what  must  be  the  state  of  those  the  most  urgent  and  extreme  necessity,  to 

charities  in  more  retired  districts,  and  ena-  apply  for  relief,  or  enter  the  wards  of  such 

Ue  your  leadeis  to  appreciate  the  subject  an  b«ispital ;  and  when  unavoidably  forced 

with  ipvater  cleamese  and  justice.      I  am  to  become  interns,  a  want  of  confidence 

mom  about  to  bring  under  review  an  boa-  and  distrust  on  the  part  of  the  patients  in 

pital  (not  a  county  hospital)  combining  in  the  medical    attenoant  exists,  but  little 

eae  eslaUishmeat  a  dispensary,  fever  hoe*  calculated  to  afford  relief  to  one  party,  or 

pital,  villi  a  wing  of  the  building  set  satisfaction  to  the  other,  every  circumstance 

apart  more  espcciful?  tor  suigieal  casei^  concurring  most  effectually   to    frustrate 

altofcilier  well  caUniatcd,  from  its  archi  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  charity. 

tfctnral  anangements,  to  meet  the  object  The  medical  treatment  of  this  hospital 

fur  whidi  it  was    deitined,  and,  under  must  be  too  apparent,  from  the  general 

better  antpices,  might  be  ivudered  a  valua-  tenor  of  this  paper.    Of  its  surgical  ac- 

Ue  establishment,  spreading  its  sanative  imngements  I  shall  give  but  a  brief  sketch, 

iaiaenoa  over  a  wioe  extent  of  couatrv,  in  which  I  have  to  present  the  subjects  of 

aad   eonferring    blessings   which    would  simple  fracture  of  the  middle  third  of  the 

prove  ineaJenlable;  but  witbering  under  thigh,   as  recovering    with    considerable 

the  deleterioos  influence  of  a  blind  and  shortening  and  a  bowed  state  of  the  limb, 

besotted  party  spirit,  which,  ever  reckless  cansing  a  deformity  which  renders  the  un.- 

of  evil  eonseouenees  when  goaded  by  the  happy  sufferer  ever  afterwards  a  cripple; 
rons   oesi 


ire   of   supporting   some  fVmcture  of  the  fibula,  recovering  with  a 

fiivoncd  objeet,  in  open  violation  of  the  lameness,  and  evil  consequences  resulting 

elaime,  the  calls  of  humanity,  in    this  from  themaltreatmentofsuch  an  accident i 

iwilnnra,   benumbs    the   feelings   of  ail  fhuitii re  of  the  clavicle,  treated  with  a  pad 

partiea  to  the  sacred  duty  imposed   on  placed  on  the  prominent  end  of  the  frac- 

then^of  rendering  Ibe  hospital  committed  turcd  bone,  and  the  other  arrangements 

to  tbeir  trust  extensively  useful  to  the  quite  in  keeping  with    such    erroneous 

suffering  applicants,  and  causes  them  to  views;  dislocation    of  the    lower    head 

Rst  antisfiea  that  eveiy  thing  connected  of  the  tibia  forward,  undetected,   or  at 

with  the  establishment  sbould  savour  of  least  no  attempt  made  at  reduction,  and 

indolent  inactivity,  and  to  permit  those  the  injury  left  to  the  unaided  operations 

fands  committed  to  their  chaige^funds  of  nature ;  disease  of  the  e>e,  very  preva* 

more  than  snftcient  to  meet  every  exigency,  lent  amongst  the  poor,  totally  neglected 

and  fisr  one  of  the  most  saored  purposes —  and  misunderstood,  left  to  run  its  fearful 

to  be  flittered  away  without  credit  to  the  course  unchecked,  and  to  terminate  with 

cMablishment,  or  benefit  to  the  public  most  melancholy  and  wretched  results;  the 

The  financial  anangements  of  such  an  operations  of  suigcry  never  performed,  and 

hospital  are  much  to  be  deprecated;  but  those  whose  diseases  require  operation  left 

when,  to  perfect  the  picture  of  ruin,  pro-  to  pine  in  suffering  or  seek  assistance  as 

fiessiottnl  incapacity  must  be  added,  an  ac-  chance  might  direct,  or  the  reports  of  some 

camalation    of   evil    is    heteroffcneously  distant  and  more  gifted  practitioner  might 

amawed,  the  extensively  felt,  and  destruc-  attract  them.    Such  is  an  epitome  of  the 

tire  eftds  of  which,  must  be  apparent  to  practice  of  an  hospital  in  the  South.  West 

cflvry    individual.      Here   all    is    empty  of  Ireland;    and  blush,  oh,  ye  monopo- 

parade,  and  within  its  walls  the  usual  em-  lizing  guardians  of  Irish  surgery,  who  up- 

piricnl  routine  of  treatment  is  adopted,  in  hold  the  principle  ^that  all  appointments 

ibott,  being  a  soil  congenial  to  the  ^wth  of  trust  and  consideration  are  to  be  com- 

•f  the  principle  of  infallibility :  m  one  mitted  to  your  safe  keeping,  to  the  cxclu* 

er  two  remedies,  every  disease  incident  to  sion  of  all  other  surgeons,  that  such  prac- 

Ltnre   is  encountered  with  the  tice  could  emanate  from  one  of  your  boast- 

all-powerfbl  drench,  quantities  of  ed   Licentiates;  and    turn  with    dis^st 

I,  mm  an  old  crock,  are  daily  ladled  from  the  page,  as  I  do  from  the  subject, 

sni  Id  the  various  applicants,  with  bowels  that  in  tnis  age  of  professional  advance- 

riiandj  too  much  relaxed  from  a  diet  of  ment  "kuch  practice  could  emanate  from 

pamioes,  soor  milk,  and  salt  fish,  or  from  the  veriest  tyro.     During  this  posture  of 

a  ISO  aim  use  of  some  domestic  porge^  affairs,  I  fear  the  endeavour  to  reform  the 

ma  to  application:  is  it  to  be  won-  Irish  medical  charities  will  prove  a  Her- 

tkat  patients  indiscriminately  sub-  culean  labour.    However,  as  the  spirit  of 
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refoitn  is  beginning  to  dawn  on  as,  we  vited  the  medical  practitionen  of  the  din- 
anxiously  look  forward  to  the  result  of  the  trict  to  meet  them  at  the  Poor  House 
late  inrestigations  as  leading  to  that  reform  (September  7th) ;  but  the  former,  thinking 
which  is  80  imperativelj  called  for;  some  that  the  affair  principally  concerned  then- 
such  measure  hav  ing  been  long  and  se?ereiy  selfes,  retired  into  an  adjoining  roon, 
f^lt  as  indispensable  to  the  establishing  and,  after  discussing  the  subject,  it  was 
our  Irish  Dispensaries  on  a  more  respect,  agreed  that  the  meeting  should  be  ad- 
able  and  useful  footing.  journed  till  the  following  Tuesday,  when 

HiBEaNcs.*  the  medical  men  residing  in  the  Camber- 

Co.  Cork,  Sept.  19,  1836.  Well  district  and  its  neif^hhoitrtMHkl  should 

be  invited ;  and  a  note  to  this  effect  was 

given,  by  Mr.  Bristowe,  the  chairmaD,  ta 

ORIGIN   OF  THE   LATE  CAMBER.  Mr.  Manico,  the  secretary :  but,  by  some 

WELL  MEETING.  ttnorwimtoA/e  accident,  the  word  neigkboHT' 

hood  was  omitted.     Before  these  circulars 

LETTEa  FROM   MR.  CRISP.,  Were  SCR t  oot,  1  had  been  inn tcd ;  and  as 

— ^-  I  heard  that  it  was  the  wish  of  all  present 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ?*  .^«  late  meeting  that  the  practitionen 

in  the  veighbourhooa  sbould  attend,  I  men. 

Sir,  tioned  the  circumstance  to  a  few  friends, 

For  many  reasons  I  feel  reluctant  to  enter  »"^  ***»  ^^  Mr.  Waterworth  (who,  on  a 

into   a  correspondence  with    Mr.  J.    F.  **^  occasion,  took  the  chair  at  Mr.  Hal- 

Hulbert ;  but  I  am  compelled  to  reply  to  ^^*^  house),  whom  I  knew  to  be  favour 

the  misstatements  contained  in  his  letter,  «We  to  the  plan,  and  requested  him  to 

eublished  in  your  last  number,and  I  cannot  ™**«  *^  known  to  the  gentlemen  whose 

etter  refute  his  assertions  and  insinua-  opinions  coincided  with  his  own. 

tions  than  by  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  ^"^  now,  sir,  on  referring  to  the  list,  il 

origin  of  the  meeting  which  took  place  at  ^"  ^  ^^^^^  **>**  twenty  one  of  the  gen. 

Camberwell  j  and  it  is  as  follows :  -  tiemen  are  retiding  in  the  Camberwelt  d'utriet ; 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  recom-  «"d,  ^  "V  ^^  ^'***  oi/  the  dissentienU 

mended  the  Governors  and  Guardians  of  »M«  on  ^"P  occasion  alluded  to,  bat  onhr 

the  poor  of  Camberwell  (Peckhara  and  "^^^n  of  tie    majority   expressed   tbefr 

Dulwich  are  both  in  this  parish)  to  abo.  opinions:  it  is  true  that  the  former  said 

lish  the  parochial  surgeons,  and  form  a  t"*  ""!®»  ^^^  ^  presume  that  they  broagfat 

medical  club  in  their  stead.    The  said  forward  evenr  argument  they  could  adduce 

Governors  and  Guardians  (without  first  in  support  of  their  cause, 

consulting  the  medical  men)  framed  a  set  J^  '**^®»  »«''♦  '"  conclusion,  to  conplaia 

of  rules,  and  sent  them  to  all  the  practi-  ^J^r.  Hulbert's  somewhat  invidious  mode 

tioners  in  the  parish.    In  this  prospectus  of  writing.    I  wish  he  would  be  penotml 

it  is  stated,  «  that  the  poor  will  have  the  enough  to  state  names,  and  I  dare  assert 

satisfaction  of  feeling  that  ihey  will  no  that  the  gentlemen  who^  descend^  topper, 

longer  be  supported  by  charity  [a  blank  "^J*^^*  "*f  j'"'''*?  **  J"*iW  "■'' 

space  is  left  for  donations  and  sohaarlp-  "^^  ^  ^  *>»n8:»  *"<!  to  prove  the  ewt- 

tions],   either  in   sickness  0t  ia  health,  wetness  of  every  statement  they  made, 

and  they  will  them    baesne    independent,  *  *"•»  "|; 

All  domestic  iuifili  whose  wages  do  not  '^o""  respectfully, 

exceed  ISL  wn  to  be  physicked  for  48.  per  **•  Crisf. 

■MMBL.    A   mecbaiikic  receiving  35s.  per  Walworth,  Sept.  27,  1886. 
INMk,  to  pay /or  himself  and  wife,  58.  yearly. 

A  single  man,  earning  258.  per  week,  4s.  (Prospeetut.) 

^\^'t^:     The  medical  attendant  to  CAMBERWELL   INDEPENDENT 

find  medicines.     No  person  whose  wages  -hrvrktr* at   r^mo 

exceed  the  above  shall  become  a  member,  MEDICAL  CLUB. 

except  consent    in  writing  be  expressly  stewards. 

given    by    the    managing    Committee."  jhe  Rev.  John  George  Storie,  Vicar  of 

[This  Committee  is  composed  solely  of  the  parish;  Rev.  H.  MelviU ;  Rev.  H.  W. 

eight  clergymen.]                                       ^  C.  Hvde;  Rev.  S.  Smith;  Rev.  E.  LiUejj 

A  few  genlleraen,  the  greater  number  of  Rev.M.   Anderson;  J.  T.   Allen,   Esa.; 

whom.  I  have  since  learnt,  acted  without  l.   b.  Allen,  Esq. ;  C.  Baldwin,  EsJ 

at  all  considenng the  matter,  sent  in  their  Mr.  S.  Beale;  J.  Brett,  Esq.;  T.  B.  bU^ 

names  as  supporters  of  the  scheme  (nm-  bjdge,   Esq.;    J.    Capes.   Esq.;    Mr,   I 

rfrtio««//y,  however).  Deacon;    C.   Dudd,   Esq.;  R.   A.    Gm 

The  Governors  and  Guardians  next  in.  j;^. .  c.  Harden,  Esq. ;  R.  Hichens,  EsZ| 

•  We  have  altered  tbe  •ifmatuie  for  a  rcnuon  ^^'    Hichens,    Esq.;     Mr.    G.    ManhaBs 

which  our  correapon(l«nt  will  underetand.— E.  U.  A.  Nairne,  E^q. ;   J.  Pew,  Esq. ,   R.  PppTj 
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Emi.;   8.   Pnpe,  Esq. ;   E.  Pnckle,  Esq.;  dob  shall  be  annually  balanced  at  Christ* 

S.  Richardson,  Esq. ;   R.  Thomas,  Esq. ;  mas. 

J.  Williamson,  Esq.  III.  Members  may  be  admitted  at  any 

Treasurer,                  .— Honorary  Secre-  time,  on  paying  the  foil  subscription  for- 

tary,                .—Collector,  Mr.  T.  Prebble,  the  current  six  months  m  advance:  the  next 

13,*  Southampton  street.  payment  becominff  due    at  the  ensuing' 

The  attention  of  the  working  and  labour-  Lady-day   or    Michaelmas,  as   the    case- 

ing  classes  it  called  to  the  formation  of  a  may  bo. 

medical  club  in  this  parish — the  objects  of  IV.  Every  individual  without  a    child, 

which  are,  that  all  the  poor  families  may  shall  pay  annually,  4«. ;  every  widow  or 

have  medical  and  snrgical  attendance  and  widower  with  one  child,  6$. ;  every  man 

medicinednringsickness,  without  recourse  and  wife,  /m.  ;  every  man  and  wife  with 

to  parochial  aid.    The  poorer  classes,  who  one  child,  6s.;  every  man  and  wife  with 

are  invited  to  belong  to  this  club,  will  three  children,  Ss.;  every  man  and  wife 

have  the  satisfaetion  of  feeling  that  they  with   four  children,  95. ;  every  man  and 

will   be  no  longer  supported  by  charittff  wife  with   five  children,  lOv. ;  and  be  en- 

either  in  sickness  or  health,  and  will  then  titled  to  receive  all  requisite  advice  and 

become  independent.  medicine  from  such   one  of  the  medical 

It  is  intended  to  discontinue  the  attend-  attendants  as  the  member  may  select, 
snce  of  the  present  parochial  medical  V.  The  children  of  members  above  six. 
officers,  as  regards  the  parish  engagement,  teen  years  of  age  (unless  they  be  idiots  or 
and  no  medical  relief  idttr  ^tM,  Slarch  next  helpless  cripples)  shall  not  be  included  in 
will  be  ajforded  out  of  the  uwrkhouse ;  it  is  the  subscription  of  the  family,  but  most 
therefore  deemed  advisable  to  form  the  pay  for  themselves  as  independent  members, 
club  imuMdiafWy,  that  it  may  come  into  full  VT.  The  wife  of  a  member  may  be  at- 
operation  at  I^dti  daif  next.  The  principle  tended  during  her  confinement,  on  paying 
np«in  which  the  club'  is  founded,  is,  that  all  to  the  Collector  of  the  Club  ten  shillings 
the  labourers  should  belong  to  it,  and  each  one  month  before  the  time  at  which  she 
will  have  annually  to  subscribe  accord-  expects  to  be  confined;  and  may  select 
ing  to  family,  as  undermentioned— the  her  own  medical  attendant  from  the  gen- 
payments  to  be  made  half-yearly.  tlemen  before  named. 

rbe  following  medical  gentlemen  have  Vll.  A  man  and  his  wife  may  be  per- 

consented  to  attend  the  members  and  their  mitted  to  subscribe  for  themselves  alone, 

families  when  ill,  vix. : —    *    *    *.  but  not  for  their  children  alone,  nor  for 

The  inhabitants  generally  are  reminded  any  child  separately ;  if  they  subscribe  for 

that  the  formation  of  this  club  will  save  any  one  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 

the  parish  several    hundred  pounds  per  they  shall  subscribe  for  all  tneir  children 

annum,  besides  having  the  effeet  of  restor-  under  sixteen  who  may  reside  under  their 

ing  to  the  English  peasantry  a  feeling  of  roof,  according  to  Rule  IV. 

independence,  and  creating  a  proper  dread  VIII.  Any  member  may  be  permitted 

and  di'like,  as  well  of  a  parish  workhouse,  to  subscribe  for  his  aged  and  infirm  parent 

as  parochial  relief.  or  parents  (if  unable  to  support  themselves, 

and  residing  with  their  son's  or  daughter'^ 

Bi'LEs  OF  THE  CLUB.  family)  on  the  terms  prescribed  for  a  man 

I.  The  members  shall  consist  of  la-  and  his  wife  and  children  under  sixteen ; 

bourers  and  servants  in  agriculture,  or  in  that  is,  counting  the  parents  as  children, 

handicrafts  and  trades,   both  male  and  IX.  No  candidate  who  is  actually  ill, 

female,  strictly  belonging  to  the  working  or  any  one  of  whose  family  is  ill  at  the 

classes.    But  no  domestic  servant  receiv-  time  of  his  or  her  application,  shall  be 

ing  more  than  twelve  pounds  annual  wages,  admitted  a  member,  unless  he  or  she  pro- 

Bor  any  artizan,  handicraftsman,  or  other  eurc  two  healthy  persons  to  enter  at  the 

workman,  receiving  more  than  one  pound  same  time,  each  paying  the  current  half 

Jhe  MUings  per  week  wages,    or  whose  year's  subacription  in  advance ;  or  unless 

earnings,  together  with  those  of  his  chil-  be  or  she  pay  such  admission  fee  as  the 

dren   under  sixteen  years  of  age,  exceed  medical  attendant  shall  deem  an  adequate 

thin}i'five  Mhillings  per  week,  shall  be  per-  consideration  for  the  attendance  and  nie- 

nitted  to  be  a  member  of  this  club,  except  dicine  which  such  candidate,  or  any  part 

eonaent  in  writing  shall  be  expressly  given  of  his  or  her  family,  may  require  in  hi?, 

by  the  stewards.  her,  or  their  then  illness.    After  admission 

II.  Each  member,  on  admission,  shall  on  such  terms,  the  annual  payments  shall 

pay  six  months*  subscription  in  advance,  be  the  same  as  those  required  for  oilier 

and  shall  then  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  members  of  the  Club, 

the  club;  and  the  same  amount  shall  be  X.  Each  member  shall  on  entrance,  and 

paid  half-yearly  in  advance,  at  Lady-day  also  at  the  time  of  paying  his  subscription, 

and  Michaelmas;  and  the  accounts  of  the  name  the  medical  gentleman  by  whom  he 
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wiahat  to  be  attended  for  the  ensning  half 
jear,  and  no  member  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
change  hit  medical  atlendaat^  except  at 
rach  time. 

XL  Sick  memben  ihall  fomish  their 
awn  bottlca  and  bandai^es ;  and  when  able 
•hall  attend  on  the  medical  man,  who  will 
Tisit  them  at  their  own  houses  when  they 
•re  onable  so  to  attend. 

XIL  Habitual  dmnkards,  and  persoiis 
aotorionsly  addicted  to  profligate  habits, 
Mr  who  are  known  to  be  idle  and  disorder* 
It,  and  indi?idnab  conticted  of  felony, 
shall  not  be  admitted  members  of  the 
Clob,  or  if  admitted,  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  cootinne  members. 

XIII.  Every  dispute  or  disagreement 
which  may  arise  shall  be  referred  for  arbi* 
tration  to  the  stewards,  and  their  decisioB 
thereon  shall  be  final. 

XIV.  The  name,  age,  and  residence  of 
each  member,  shall,  on  admission,  be 
entered  in  a  book  by  the  collector,  with 
the  name  of  the  medical  attendant  whom 
the  member  ma?  then  select,  and  this  re- 
fiatiation  shall  be  renewed  every  six 
months,  when  the  member  pays  his  sub* 
icription. 

XV.  All  subscriptions  shall  be  paid  to 
the  collector  on  the  days  named  in  Rule 
II.;  and  if  any  member  shall  fail  to  pay 
his  or  her  subscription  for  the  space  of  one 

Jmrtnlght  after  either  of  such  days,  he  or  she 
dball  cea«e  to  be  a  member ;  and  no  mem- 
ber whose  subscription  is  in  arrear  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  medical  aid  from  the 
Club. 

Anv  person  thus  disqualified,  may,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  stewards,  be  permitted 
to  renew  his  sabecription,  and  to  become 
a  member,  on  pavment  of  a  fine  of  one 
ffailling,  and  oonlorming  to  the  Rules  II. 
•ndllh 

XVI.  The  subscriptions  of  memben 
•ball  be  paid  over  by  the  collector  to  the 
treasurer  as  they  are  received,  and  the 
stewards  will  settle  with  the  medical  gen^ 
tleman  whom  the  members  have  respee- 
tively  elected  to  attend  upon  them,  every 
six  months,  by  paving  the  amount  of  Mi»* 
scriptions  received  under  Rule  IV. 


WAX  MODELS  OF  SURGICAL 
ANATOMY. 

Wb  have  seen  two  very  fine  models,  just 
imported  by  Mr.  Sohlos^  of  Great  Russell 
Street,  which  we  think  are  well  deserving 
the  notice  of  the  profession.  One  repre- 
senU  the  male  pelvis,  viewed  laterally, 
•hewing  the  urinary  and  genital  organs, 
with  the  parts  affected  in  inguinal  and 
femoral  hmia.    The  interior  of  this  model 


disphiys  the  pelvic  viscera  m  titu^  tngether 
with  the  kidney  and  ureter,  the  conrae  of 
the  abdominal  aorta,  of  the  common  inter, 
nal  and  external  iliac  ?e*sels»  with  tbe 
distribution  of  their  branches,  the  abdomt^ 
nal  rings,  with  the  spermatic  veseeb  and 
vasa  deferentia. 

The  second  model  presents  a  side  view 
of  the  male  pelvis,  shewing  tbe  reflection 
of  the  peritoneum  around  the  viscera. 
Here,  also,  we  have  an  excellent  represen- 
tation  of  the  descent  of  a  large  scrotal 
hernia,  dissected  and  slit  open,  so  as  to 
display  its  coverings  and  contents. 

Models  of  this  kind  must  be  invaluable 
to  teachers  of  surgery ;  while,  as  specimens 
of  art,  they  must  secure  the  admiration  of 
all  who  inspect  them. 

COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST    OF    GENTLEMEN    WHO    RECEIVKD 
DIPLOMAS  IN  SBPTEMBBE. 

Join  Chmrles  Lnngaiorv,  FIosImut  Squsrc. 
Thouuis  W.  L.  Maitf  r,  London. 
James  Surrafc,  WIncsotOD. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  MoRTALrrr,  Sept.  S7,  189^ 

Age  mid  Debility .     SO 

Insanity       •        . 

Apoplexy      •       •       t 

Jaundice       •        • 

Atthms        •       •      10 

LiTer,  diaaaasd    • 

Cancer          •       •        1 

Meaxles        •        • 

ConeuraptloQ       .     t6 

Mortification 

ConvaliHont         .      17 

Paralysia      .•        • 

l>eolliloDorTcellriiif  1 

Rhtumatiani         • 

Dropay                          6 

Small-pos     • 
Sore  Throat    and 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain    9 

f^^M     .        .        .'        S 

Qalnsey    •        • 
Stone  H  Orairel    . 

F^WTt  SeaTle€             2 

mm  -  -^      .11-— Mj  .  A                   O 

Hrarf*  caasaaea   .       a 

Thrash         •        • 

Inflamraatloo             11 

Unknown  Canaca 

M 

Bo«reUJk  Stomach    3 

Brahi                        2 

CaanalUea     •       • 

f 

Lungs  and  Pleura    S 

• 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  )    ^ 
the  preeedlog  week              •       •   f   ** 

NOTI 

CES. 

e 

Mr.  May's  letter  Is  an  adTertisement 
^Medicns."— A  letter  professing  to  stal# 
facts  should  always  be  autbentioatcd.  By 
tbe  way,  tbe  letter  signed  Medicos,  t« 
wbich  oar  notice  of  last  week  referred,  wai 
dated  ttom  the  Boroagb. 

**  A  Camberwell  Practitioner,'*  too  hiti 
for  this  nnmber. 
«  T.  O.V  letter  also  reaehed  ns  too  Ikfk, 
The  Aylesbury  «  Handbill,"  gi?eii  in  a 
recent  number,  was  stated,  hy  mUtakt,  ei 
our  wrapper,  to  be  put  forth  by  one  of  tbo 
surffeons  of  the  Bucks  Infirmary. 

To  several  correspondents  we  bafo  ape- 
logies  to  offer  for  the  temporary  poetpoas^ 
ment  of  their  papers.  Next  week  we  tnHt 
to  make  amends. 


WiLtOM  &  Son  ,  Printers.  &7.  Sklatter^VU 
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LECTUBES  moned  to  Appear  in  this  court  are  either 

general — soon  as  might  lead  to  the  attend- 

<>"  ance  of  any    other  witness,   to  depose, 

^  ^  «%  *^  ^T  r^  «  ^    «,  ^  ^  ,  ^  ,  «.T  ^  for  instance,  to  certain  matters  of  fact  of 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  which  he  may  hapnen  to  be  cogrnizant— 

By  William  Cummin,  M.D.  ^  understood  henceforth  better  than  it  has 

been  hitherto.    Until  recently  there  was  no 

■  difference  observed  betwixt  summoning  a 

medical,  and  any  other  witness.    The  pro- 

Lecture  II.  fessional  man,  when  called  upon,  came,  of 

On   Medical  Evidence  in  general ^Cmmer^  c^""®'  ^"^  he  frequently  exercised  a  dis. 

and  other  GmrU-^Moderf  Examining^  Wit-  ff^tion :   he  answered  ail  ordinary  ques- 

neue»^The  SUting  SyUcf^^Quoting  Auihc  ««««» ^^^  acted  m  every  respect  as  a  com- 

HtieB^Question  rf  FrivUege^Ci^uct  of  mon  witness ;  but  when  asked  his  opinions. 

Medical  Witneuei.  f'^  requested  to  open  a  body,  or  to  analyze 

I  toxicologically    the  contents  of  the  sto- 

Before  we  enter  on  the  consideration  of  mach,  he  usually  declined,  till  he  was 

those    special    questions    which    consti-  assured  of  a  remuneration  for  his  medico- 

tnte  the  main  business  of  Forensic  Medi-  legal  services.    This,  however,  was  what 

cine,  it  may  be  well  to  dispose  of  certain  the  coroner  had  it  not  always  in  his  power 

generalities  connected  with  the  subject,  to  give,  and  much  unseemly  squabbling 

From  what  was  stated  in  the  last  lecture  was  the  consequence — the  medical  man  in> 

regarding  the  nature  and  objects  of  this  sisting  on  his  fee,  and  the  coroner  cn- 

stady,  it  will  have  been  gathered  that  one  deavouring  to  extort  the  witness's  opinion 

of  the  chief  ends  of  medicolegal  proceed,  without  one.    The  case  is  now  altered.    A 

ings  is  the  giving  of  evidence  in  courts  recent  enactment  (6  and  7  Will.  IV.  c.  89) 

of  justice:  it  would  seem,  therefore,  ad-  secures  to  medicsu  witnesses  a  fee  of  one 

Tiaable.  in  the  first  place,  to  take  a  view  guinea  forsimpIeatteiidance,and  two  where 

of  thoae  relations  in  which  the  medical  a   poU  mortem  inspection,   or  a  chemical 

practitioner  stands,  in  respect  to  OUT  legal  analysis,  is  required.    But  the  medical 

tribanals.  man  must  take  care  that  he  is  fjtecialty 

summoned  on  these  occasions,  for  an  ordi- 

corRTS  OP  JUSTICE.  Qiiry  subpoena  leaves  him  only  in  the  con- 

Tbe  courts  of  justice  in   which  the  ditionof  an  ordinary  witness,  when  he  may 

presence   of  medioil    witnesses  is   most  seek  in  vain  for  his  fee.     The  special 

nsoall^  required,  are  those  of  a  criminal  summons  runs  in  this  form : — By  virtue  of 

jarisdiction — as  the  coroner's,  and  the  oyer  this  my  order,  you  are  required  *to  appear 

and  terminer  sessions,— -or  those  for  the  before  me  and  the  jury,  on  such  a  day  and 

redress  of  civil  iiguries— such  as  the  com-  hour,  to  give  evidence  touching  the  cause 

men  law  courts,  and  the  ecclesiastical,  of  death  of    *    •    *,  and  to  make,  or 

Of   the  former,  or  criminal  kind,  that  assist  in  making,  a  post-mortem  examina. 

which  makes  by  far  the  most  frequent  de>  tion  of  the  body,  with  [or  without]  an 

mand  on  our  services,  is  the   coroner's  analysis,  [as  the  case  may  be]  and    to 

court.  report  thereon  at  the  said  inquest   Signed 

C&rvner't  Omrt. — ^The  circumstances  nn-  by  the  coroner. 
der  which  a  medical  man  may  be  sum-        There  are  some  points  coTitvecXedi  v«\\Vi 

402.— XIX.  \> 
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the  coroDer  and  bis  court,  to  which  medi-  his  depositions  might  ha?e  led  to  the  con- 
cal  men  in  general  do  not  sufficiently  at  demnation  of  the  accused! 
tend.  The  coroner  is  an  officer  of  much  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. — By  this 
po^ver  and  authority.  He  has  an  extensive  title  we  are  to  understand  those  x;ourts  of 
discretion  in  summoning  witnesses,  and  commission,  or  assize,  in  which  crown 
ample  means  of  enforcing  their  attendance,  cases,  such  as  treasons,  felonies,  and  mis- 
He  fits  as  a  judge,  and  if  the  finding  of  demeanors,  are  disposed  of.  Medical  eri- 
the  jury  lead  to  ulterior  proceedings,  he  dence  is  frequently  required  in  such  cases, 
binds  over  the  parties  who  have  given  evi.  but  the  professional  witness  has  no  ex- 
dence,  to  be  forthcoming,  and  to  repeat  press  or  special  summons:  he  is  snb. 
their  testimony  at  the  next  assizes.  His  poenaed,  and  obliged  to  appear,  ander  a 
court,  tliough  it  frequently  be  not  a  very  neavy  penalty;  when  in  cour%  he  must 
showv  one,  the  jury  consisting  in  gene«  *<  true  answer  give  to  all  such  questions  as 
ral  of  persons  from  the  humblest  classes  are  put  to  him,"  nor  has  he  any  claim  to 
of  society,  is  essentially  of  high  im-  jemnneration  for  his  time  and  trouble  in 
portance.  In  most  cases  of  felony,  such  as  attending.  An  act,  however,  was  passed 
manslaughter  and  murder,  the  initiative  is  a  few  years  since  (7  Geo.  IV.  c.  64),  bv 
taken  in  this  court,  and  the  person  of  the  which  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  in  ail 
.party,  who  by  the  inquisition  is  found  cases  of  felony  ^  arc  entitled  to  their  rea- 
guilty  of  the  crime,  is  secured  and  com-  souable  expenses :  in  prosecutions,  also, 
mitted  for  trial.  for  certain  misdemenuorSf  the  same  indul- 
A  medical  man  not  duly  impressed  with  gence  is  granted;  the  misdemeanors  be- 
these  facts,  is  likely  to  fall  into  a  serious  mg  enumerated  in  the  23d  section, — among 
predicament.  He  is  summoned,  we  shall  which  we  find  assault  with  intent  to  corn- 
suppose  hastily,  and  attends,  it  may  be  for  mit  a  felony,  riot,  breaches  of  the  peace, 
the  first  time,  in  such  a  court.  He  finds  wilful  and  indecent  exposure  of  the  per- 
the  jury  a  set  of  very  humble  individuals,  son,&c.;  cases  in  which  medical  testimonf 
assembled  perhaps  in  an  ale-house.  The  is  often  required,  but  without  any  special 
circumstances  are  any  thing  but  imposing,  privilege  or  immunity  for  the  professional 
He  is  ofi"  his  guard,  and  gives  evidence,  pro-  witness. 

bably,  very  different  from  what  he  would         Courts  of  Common  Law  aiid   Equity. — -In 

have  given,  had  he  attached  more  import-  these  courts,  constituted  for  the  redress  of 

ance  to   the  proceedings.    In   due  time,  civil  injuries,  the  witness  is  differently  cir. 

another  scene  follows.    The  witness  has  cumstanced  from  what  he  is  in  erimi¥ud 

been  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  assizes,  cases.     Where  a    civil    suit   is   pending, 

and  has  had  an  opportunity  in  the  in-  such  as  an  action  for  damages,  a  witness 

terval  of  deliberately  forming  his  opinions  need  not  obey  the  subpoena  unless   his 

of  the  case.     He  then  appears  before   a  reasonable  expenses    be    previously   ten. 

very  different  tribunal,   and  is   anxious,  dered.     He  must  be  compensated  for  his 

no  doubt,  to  make  a  respectable   figure  trouble  and  loss  of  time  in  going  to,  8taj< 

before    the    bench,    the    bar,    and    the  ing  at,  and  coming  from  the  place  where 

neighbouring  gentry  who  fill   the  court,  his  testimony  is  to  oe  given;  otherwise  be 

His  examination  proceeds,  and  he  utters  need  not  appear:  or  if  he  does  come  inte 

his  sentiments  with  a  becoming  caution  :  court,  he  may  refuse  to  give  evidence  until 

he  has  probably  forgotten  or  thought  no  his  reasonable  demand  be  satisfied.    Hii 

mo^e  of  the  obscure  scene  of  the  inquest,  demand,  however,  must  be  very  reasonable^ 

and  the  evidence  he  gave  on  that  occasion,  for  a  shilUng  is  the  stated  viaticum  (a  sni^ 

But  the  judge  is  watching  him;  the  depo-  fixed  at  a  tin^e  when  money  bore  ncrhaps 

sitions  g^ven  at  the  inquest  are  before  his  twenty  times  its  present  value)  if  the  wit- 

lordnhip,  and  are  narrowly  compared  with  ness  reside  within  the  bills  of  mortalihTi 

the  present  testimony  of  the  witness.    In  and  be  summoned  to  give  evidence  withni 

accordance,  too,  with  the  new  Prisoners'  the  same.     Whether  medical  men  have  • 

Counsel  Act  (6  and  7  Will.  IV.  c.  114),  right  to  compensation  for  the  sacrifice  of 

those  depositions  are  also  in  the  hands  of  professional  emolument,  incurred  by  their 

the  prisoner's  advocate.    It  may  well  be  absence  from  home,  is   by  no  meaoa  • 

conceived  in  how  peculiar  a  situation  the  settled  point:    there  are  some  cases  iv> 

medical  man  is  placed,  should  his  second  ported  in  which  they  have  been  put  on  tlM 

thoughts  prove  at   variance    with  those  same  footing  as  attomies,  but  even  tbt 

hastily  given  in  the  first  instance, and  espe-  attomies'  right  has  been  shaken  by  aoiM 

cially  if  through  his  means  the  prisoner  still  more  recent  decisions, 
have   been  thrown  into  gaol,  perhaps  for        Ecclesiastical    Courts,  —  The  only  othtf 

months,  on  a  charge  of  which  it  now  turns  courts  which    I  shall  notice  at   presto^ 

out  that  he  is  not  guilty.     Nor  will  the  are  those  which  take  cognizance  of  iija> 

compunction   of  the  medical  witness  be  ries  of  an  ecclesiastical  nature.   Hcreqaei) 

lessened  by  the  cpnsideration,  that,  had  tions  relating  to  the  validity  of  -marr^ll 

^e  died  between  the  inquest  and  the  trial,  and  the  grounds  of  divorce  are  entail 
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ttined;  csMs  which  call  into  requisition  all  others  that  have  borrowed  their  prec- 
the  evidence  of  medical  referees  perhaps  tiec  from  the  civil  Inw,  — wlierc  a  \\itiics9 
more  frequently  than  the  public  are  aware  ma?  frequently  depose  that  in  private 
of.  Many  of  the  circumstances  submitted  which  he  will  be  ashamed  to  testify  in  a 
to  the  profession,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  public  and  solemn  tribunal.  There,  an 
would  doubtless  scandalise  public  decency,  artful  or  careless  scribe  may  make  a  wit- 
Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  much  to  ness  speak  what  he  never  meant,  by  dress- 
regret;  it  is  to  be  feared  that  justice  suf-  ing  up  his  depositions  in  his  own  forms 
fcrs;  and,  at  all  events  it  cannot  but  be  and  ian^age;  but  he  is  here  at  liberty  to 
prejudicial  to  medico-legal  science,  as  well  correct  and  explain  his  meaning,  if  misun- 
as  to  the  practice  of  the  bar  itself,  that  derstood,  which  he  can  never  do  after  a 
reports  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  written  deposition  is  once  taken.  Besides, 
cases  should  not  in  some  shape  be  pre-  the  occasional  questions  of  the  judi^e,  the 
trrved.  The  sanctions  for  attendance  here  jury,  and  the  counsel,  propounded  to  t)ie 
are  similar  to  those  used  in  the  common  witnesses  on  a  sudden,  will  sift  out  the 
law  courts;  but  in  their  dealings  with  truth  much  better  than  a  formal  set  of  in- 
■cdical  witnesses,  the  parties  engaged  terrogatories  previously  penned  and  set- 
ia  suits  ecclesiastical  are  understood  to  tied;  and  the  confronting  of  adverse  wit- 
be  boanteons  as,  indeed,  might  be  expect-  nesses  is  also  another  opportunity  of 
cd  from  the  suitors  in  a  court  where  few,  obtaining  a  clear  discovery,  which  can 
save  the  wealthiest,  can  Tcutu re  to  litigate,  never  be  had  upon  any  other  method  of 

trial.     Nor  is  the  presence  of  the  judge, 
MEDICAL  EVIDENCE.  during  tlic  examination,  a  matter  of  small 
We  shall  now  suppose  the  witness  in  importance;  for,  besides  the  respect  and 
due  attendance,  sworn  in  the  usual  man-  awe  with  tvbieh  his  presence  will  naturally 
ner,   and    prepared   to   tell  the  *'  whole  inspire  the  witness,  he  is  able,  by  use  and 
truth."    May  he  always  do  so  ?     Does  the  experience,  to  keep  the  evidence  from  wan- 
discietion  of  repealing  the  entire  truth  rest  dering  from  the  point  in  issue.     In  short, 
with  bim  ?  by  this  method  of  examination,  and  this 
7W  i^Unjf  Myttem* — ^The  freedom  of  a  wit-  only,  the  persons  who  are  to  decide  upon 
•oi  in  an  English  court  of  justice  is  greatly  the  evidence  have  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
circDnMeribed.    lie  is  subjected,  it  is  true,  serving  the  quality,  age,  education,  under- 
Cd  several  processes,  such  as  those  of  exa-  standing,  behaviour,  and  inclinations  of 
■uaatioD,  cross  examination,  and  rc-exa-  the  witness ;  in  which  points  all  ]>ersons 
Mination,  besides,  most  likely,  being  ques-  must  appear  alike,  when  their  depositions 
Imed  bj  the  bench  and  jury, — all  with  are  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  to  the 
the  cxpreis  or  ostensible  design  of  eliciting  judge  in  the  absence  of  those  who  made 
the  truth.     But  does  it  follow,  after  all,  them  ;  and  yet  as  much  may  be  frequently 
that  the  icAi«/e  troth  is  elicited?     To  war-  collected  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
rant  such  a  supposition  we  should  be  sa-  evidence  is  delivered,  as  from  the  inaU<rof 
tirfcd  \h»X  the  examining  parties  are  fully  it"    All  this  must  be  admitted  to  be  just 
capaUc    of  appreciating    the    extent  of  and  true  in  respect  to  the  mode  by  which 
uvwledge  of  toe  witness,  which,  where  the  knowledge  of  mere  matter  of  fact  may 
the  latter  is  a  man  of  science,  it  is  not  be  arrived  at;  but  it  may  be  fairly  qucs- 
ahravs  easy  for  them  to  be.     That  the  case  tioned  whether  the  sifting  method   here 
Is  often  otherwise  we  may  be  readily  in-  described    is  best    adapted    for  eliciting 
Aaced  to  believe,  from  the  circumstance  of  valuable  scientific  opinions. 
•Ue  vitoeaaet  sometimes  feeling  obliged,        I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  advocate 
Ibnm^  omacicntious  motives,  to  submit  the  course  pursued  in  France  and  some 
infbmiaiion  to  the  court  after  all  jmrts  of  Germany,  of  drawing  up  medico- 
caacsofsi/itin^  them  have  been  finish-  legal  evidence  wholly  in  v\riting — a  sys- 
Hoir  many  men,  in  such  a  situation,  tcm  the  palpable  ai)use  of  which  is  so 
'  frcl  deterred  from  volunteering  one  clearly  shewn  in  the  lengthened  and  pro- 
ia  addition  to  what  bad  been  wrung  lix  documents   to   which  it    often  gives 
ibnB  in  the  ordeal  tbey  had  undergone!  rise,  amounting  sometimes    to    the  pro. 
laa  been  aud  of  the  excellence  of  duction  of  controversial  pamphlets;  but  I 
Methods  adopted  in  our  courts  for  oh*  do  sav,  that  the  opposite  practice  whit h 
~'~X  evidence,    and    Blaekstone   has  prevails  amongst  us,  of  confining  the  pro- 
la  a  jtroog  point  of  view  the  sope-  fessional  witness  to  mere  veriMl  hiatemenUy 
oi  parole  over  written  testimony,  controlled,  too,  by  men  of  a  different  pro- 
spen  examiiMtion  of  witnesses  vira  fession,  and  who  are  acknowledged  not  to 
b*  MTfl  the  learned  judge,  '*  is  much  be,  generally  speaking,  persons  of  very  ex- 
'laeire  to  the  clearing  up  of  truth  tensive  scientific  attainments,  is  a  course 
private  and  seeret  examination  extremely  open  to  objection. 
VB  in  writing  before  an  officer,  or        Citing  of  atuhoritiet,^But  this  is  not  all : 
lasin  theaeclcsiastical  courts,  and  the  medical  witness  is  subject  to  sUU  fur- 
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tberrestriction  on  another  point :  he  isoften 
pre? ented  from  citing  authorities.  He  may 
not  state  the  opinions  of  the  greatest 
names  in  medicine  in  corroboration  of  his 
own — no  Youchers,  whether  ancient  or 
modem,  for  the  correctness  of  his  asser- 
tions, may  be  tendered,  if  it  so  please  the 
bar  and  the  bench.  It  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  absurd  or  unfair  than 
this;  for,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  perfectly 
ridiculous  to  expect  a  medical  man,  in 
giving  evidence,  to  state  nothing  but  what 
be  knows  through  his  own  experience: 
were  professional  witnesses  always  limited 
to  this,  their  utility  in  courts  of  justice 
were  scanty  indeed, — for  who  could,  or 
should,  venture  to  offer  an  opinion  on 
any  difficult  point  of  diagnosis  or  practice 
that  has  not  been  adopted  from,  or  con- 
firmed by,  the  experience  of  others?  If 
given  as  purely  his  own,  all  rational  men 
must  know  what  value  ought  to  be  set  upon 
it.  Nor  is  the  unfairness— the  injustice 
of  the  practice  —  less  striking :  for  the 
members  of  the  legal  profession  should,  of 
all  men,  be  aware,  and  are  aware,  that 
individual  opinion  is  worth  nothing  unless 
it  be  shown  to  be  in  accordance  with  prece- 
dent, and  consistent  with  reason,  that  is,  as 
the  lawyers  usually  understand  it,  consist- 
ent with  the  expressed  sentiments  of  the 
Cokes,  the  Hales,  and  the  Eldons,  of  their 
profession. 

This  was  well  pointed  out  on  one  occa- 
sion by  a  medical  witness  whose  quota- 
tion of  authorities  was  demurred  to.  At 
the  trial  of  Mr.  (afterwards  judge)  Cow- 
per,  for  the  murder  of  a  lady  who 
was  found  drowned>  Dr.  Crell,  among 
other  witnesses,  was  called  upon  for  his 
opinions  as  to  the  likelihooa  of  death 
being  caused  by  drowning,  little  or 
no  water  having  been  found  in  the  body. 
"My  own  opinion,"  said  Dr.  Crell,  «*is, 
that  a  very  small  quantity  of  water,  not 
exceeding  three  ounces,  is  sufficient  to 
drown  any  body ;  and  I  believe  that  the 
reason  of  the  suffocation,  or  of  any  persons 
being  stifled  under  water,  is  from  inter- 
cepting of  the  air,  that  the  person  cannot 
breathe,  without  which  he  cannot  live. 
I  shall  give  you  the  opinion  of  several  old 
authoritin  on  the  point*'  The  judge 
(Baron  Hatsell):  <<  Pray,  Doctor,  tell  us 
your  own  observations."  **  My  Lord,  it 
must  be  reading  as  well  as  a  man's  own 
experience  that  will  make  any  one  a  phy- 
sician ;  for  without  the  reading  of  books 
of  that  art,  the  art  itself  cannot  be  at- 
tained  to.  Besides,  my  Lord,  I  humbly 
conceive  that  in  such  a  difficult  case  as 
this,  we  ought  to  have  a  great  deference 
fop  the  reports  and  opinions  of  learned 
men ;  neitner  do  I  sec  any  reason  why  I 
should  not  quote  the  fathers  of  my  profes. 
lion  in  this  case,  as  well  as  you  gentlemen 


of  the  long  robe  quote  Coke  upon  Little- 
ton in  others."  And,  accordingly,  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  cite  the  authority  of  Ambraee 
Par^  on  the  point  in  question ;  nor  was 
such  evidence  in  this  instance  refiued. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  mt  the  trial  of 
Donnal  (in  1817),  Dr.  Neale  qaoted  the 
celebrated  chemist  Thenard,  the  judge 
(Abbott)  objected,  saying — **  We  caanot 
take  the  fact  from  any  puUication;  we 
cannot  take  the  fact  as  related  by  any 
ttranger." 

But  there  seems  to  be  no  fixed  mla  on 
the  subject :  while  some  judges  have  that 
prevented,  others  have  permitted  the 
citing  of  published  opinions^  and  have 
sometimes  themselves  appealed  to  aa- 
thorities— to  Dr.  William  Hunter,  for  in- 
stance, or  to  Haller,  or  Mead.  Nay,  <m  one 
occasion,  when  a  medical  witness  flippant- 
ly ottered  an  opinion  in  court  to  the  effect 
that  the  information  in  certain  medical 
works  on  a  particular  subject  was  good  for 
nothing  —  *'  that  the  writers  of  hooks 
would  advanceany  thing," — thejodge(Dal- 
las)  repri  manded  h  i  m,  and  said  that  he  woald 
not  sit  in  a  court  of  justice  and  hear 
science  reviled,  and  the  recorded  researches 
of  the  medical  world  represented  by  igno- 
rant tongues  as  leading  only  to  uncer- 
tainty*. 

The  objection  commonly  uiged  by  lawyen 
seems  to  amount  to  this,  that  opiniona  and 
statements  laid  down  in  booas,  however 
eminent  the  authors,  are  only' like  ao  mneh 
hearsay  evidence,  not  sworn  to,  and  thme- 
fore  not  leg^ly  admissible.  The  nnrea- 
sonableness  of  such  a  doctrine  is  obYioas; 
for  who  shall  assert  that  the  delibenUely 
published  opinions  of  a  respectable  anther 
are  in  any  manner  the  weaker  for  not  be- 
ing confirmed  by  an  affidavit ;  or  that  hh 
statements  are  the  les»  to  be  relied  on  lor 


not  being  sanctioned  by  an  oath  ? 
would  even  hold  the  very  reverse. 

In  Scotland  a  greater  latitude  ia  allowed 
to  professional  witnesses :  authoritiee  are 
permitted  to  be  freely  quoted ;  and  Dr.  Beck 
informs  us  that  in  America  no  objectioa 
to  such  a  course  has  ever  been  owda 
"  There  is  scarcely  a  case  of  any  nots^* 
says  he,  "  where  medical  testimony  hti 
bc«n  required,  in  which  freouent  referaad 
has  not  oeen  had  to  medical  works.  Tb^ 
are  quoted  and  commented  upon  by  the 
bench,  the  bi^,  and  the  profeaaional  wit- 
nesses." 

NoUs  to  aid  the  memory.— Tliere  ia  awh 
ther  point  on  which  the  practice  of  otf 
English  courts  is  better  denned,  and  appi* 
rently  founded  on  more  just  prindptea 
I  allude  to  the  notes  which  the  me&il 
witness  is  sometimes  permitted  to  nuA* 
use  of.  It  is  agreed  that  where  those  nottf 

*  Amos )  llBoiCAL  Qaskttb,  toL  Til.  r*  <i^ 
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have  been  made  immediately  upon  the  oc*  ceptionable  manner  if  the  witness  hare 
currence  of  the  facts  to  which  they  refer,  neglected  to  take  a  contemporaneous  note 
they  may  be  used  in  e? idence,  for  the  ex-  of  them  in  writing.  That  hearsay  cri- 
press  purpose  of  refreshing  the  witness's  dence  is  not  admissible  in  our  courts,  is 
memoiy.  Thus  the  account  of  a  postmortem  the  general  rule;  but  there  is  a  marked 
examination  drawn  up  by  the  witness  at  exception  in  the  case  of  dying  declara- 
the  time  it  was  made,  or  the  memoranda  tions.  What  a  person  utters  in  his  dying 
noted  down  presently  after  n  trans-  moments,  or  when  he  entertains  a  con- 
action  in  which  he  has  been  engaged,  sciousness  of  approaching  dissolution,  is 
are  admissible  afterwards  in  evidence,  valid  as  evidence  upon  trials  for  murder. 
But  where  a  person  summoned  to  give  his  The  principle  is  a  just  one,  for  it  implies 
testimony  in  a  court  of  justice  relative  to  that  theawful  situation  of  thedying  indivi- 
incidents  that  have  happened,  perhaps  dual  is  equivalent  to  the  sanction  of  an 
many  years  previously,  sits  down  and  oatli,  and  that  the  absence  of  sublunary 
compiles  a  written  statement  of  what  he  interest,  on  passing  into  another  world, 
knows  or  recollects  of  the  matter,  he  will  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  a  cross - 
not  be  allowed  to  avail  himself  of  such  examination.  But  it  must  clearly  appear 
statement  at  the  trial.  that  such  is  the  condition  of  the  party;  if 

Want  of  attention  to  these  points  has  there  be  hope,  however  faint,  of  recovery, 

«ften  led  witnesses  into  unpleasant  diffi-  — if  there  be  expectation  that  the  ndop. 

culties:  ridicule  and  reprimand,  too,  have  tion  of  further  remedies  may  prolong  life, 

been  the  lot  of  some  who  have  come  into  the  declarations  will  be  rejected.      This 

court  confidently  relying  on  the  complete  was  the  case  in  respect  to  Air.  Scott,  who 

proofs  they  had  to  bring  forward,  these  was  shot  in  a  duel.    The  surgeon   who 

proofs  being  probably  memoranda  neither  attended  him  on  his  death-bed  was  about 

made  by  themselves,  nor  under  their  in-  to  give  the  dying  declarations  of  his  pa- 

spection.    It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  tient  when  the  trial  came  on  at  the  Old 

that  the  memoranda  alluded  to  should  be  Bailey;   but  inquiries  were  first  made  as 

noted  in  one's  own  hand ;  but  in  such  case  to  the  precise  state  of  the  patient,  and 

it  is  indispensable  that  the  witness  should  whether  any  conversation  had  passed  from 

have  personal  cognizance  of  the  act  of  which   the    sense    he  entertained  of  his 

naaking  them.     If  they  be  entries  in  regis-  situation  could  be  inferred.    The  witness 

ters  which  are  adduced,  the  witness  must  said,   **  The    deceased  asked    me  if   his 

either  have  made  them  himself,  have  seen  wound   was  necessarily   mortal  ?  —  upon 

them  made,  or  be  able  to  produce  the  par-  which  I  told  him  that  his  case  was  one  of 

ties  by  whom  that  office  has  been  per-  extreme  danger ;  but  that  there  had  been 

formed.  instances    where    persons  had    recovered 

All  this  is  calculated  to  inculcate  the  under  such  a  wound.  I'hc  deceased  then 
importance  ofcarefulnesson  the  part  of  our  said,  <  I  am  satisfied.' "  The  declarations 
profession,  and  to  recommend  the  practice  were  overruled  by  the  judges,  inasmuch  as 
of  keeping  journals  or  memoranda  of  the  the  language  of  the  surgeon  had  pro- 
transactions  in  which  we  may  be  person-  bably  kept  alive  in  his  patient's  mind 
ally  concerned.  As  we  are  interested  in  some  hopes,  however  faint»  of  recovery. 
the  peace  and  security  of  families — as  we  And  in  another  case,  where  the  dying 
are  friends  to  humamty  and  justice — and  declnrations  had  already  been  duly  taken, 
as  we  value  our  own  reputation,  we  are  but  the  patient  afterwards  wished  tliat 
called  upon  not  to  omit  so  simple,  yet  so  more  medicine  might  be  sent  for,  they 
important  a  custom.  were  rejected,  because  not  made  after  all 

Even  a  prescription  book  has  sometimes  expectation  of  life  was  extinct. 
been  serviceable  in  the  absence  of  other        One  or  two  other  hints  on  the  subject  of 

documents.    Mr.  Amos  informs  us  that  in  dying  declarations  may  be  added ->name- 

a  case  in  which  he  was  engaged,  where  the  ly,  that  these  forms  of  testimony  should  al- 

trial    was    concerning   a  toiU,   a    physi.  waysbepnrelyvoluntary,andthat the  dying 

eian    was    able    to    throw    great    light  person  ought  not  to  be  induced  to  supply 

apon  the  inquiry  by  means  of  a  book  in  matter  of  accusation  against  living  parties. 

which  he  copied  all  his  prescriptions,  and  The  interrogations  also  should  not  be  of  a 

which  enabled  him  to  trace  the  progress  of  leading  kind,  or  such  as  require  from  the 

the  testator's  health  at  a  distance  of  more  declarator   only  a  simple  expression    of 

than  a  dozen  years,  when  otherwise  it  is  assent  or  dissent — a  yei,  or  a  no ;  for  this 

probable  that  his  memory  might  have  af-  may  be  fairly  construed  into  a  prompting 

forded  him  no  assistance*.  of  statements  in  which,  though  the  patient 

Evidence  of  </v*»g  deetaraiimit,  o(  mhich  may  have  acquiesced,  he  cannot  be  sup- 

medical  men  frequently  become  the  depo-  posed  to  have  felt  any  adequate  concern. 

aitaries,  can  scarcely  be  given  in  an  unex-  Besides,  such  a  practice  of  quesitioning  is 

_ only  allowed  in  open  court,  uudcr  certain 

•  UsDicAL  GAzwmf  foU  vH.  p.  M7.  precise  restrictions. 
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QantioH  tf  privilege. — Hafing  thus  no-  nor  was  he  liberated  from  priaon  till  Um 

tictd  tlie  extent  to  which  medical  testimony  grand  jury  were  satisfied  that  there  waa  no 

is  ncrived  as  eiridence,and  the  limitations  sufficient  ground  for  the  indictment.     Bat 

to  which  it  is  usually  subject,  it  may  be  it  rarely    happens  that   the  law,  in  thia 

ioteresting    to  inquire  whether   medical  respect,    is  severely    administered:    the 

men  have  any  peculiar  pririleges  in  courts  more  ordinary   practice    is    to    dispense 

of  justice.    In  the  first  place,  may  they  de-  with    the    evidence    which  the   medicml 

dit.e  to  gfre  such  evidence  as  would  appear  attendant  could  give  in  such  cases.     On 

to  compromise  the  honourable  confidence  the    trial    of  Mr.  Patmore,    second    to 

reposed  in  them  by  families?     Are  they  Mr.    Scott  already  mentioned,  the   snr- 

privileged  not  to  divnlffe  secrets  profession-  geon    who     attended    the     deceased     ml 

ally  and  confidentially  communicated  to  the  duel,  was  summoned  to  identify  the 

them  ?    This  question  has  been  decided  in  prisoner  then  in  the  dock,  arraigned  for 

the  negative.     In  the  case  of  the  Duchess  murder.     And  he  would  have  heedlessly 

of  Kingston,  who  was  tried  for  bigamy,  in  done  so,  had  he  not  been  humanely  wnmed 

the  year  1776,  the  professional  attendant  by  the  judge  not  to  expose  himself  to  a 

of  her  grace,  BIr.  Cssar  Hawkins,  endea-  criminal  prosecution,  by  answering  qoes- 

voured  to  evade  some  questions  put  to  him,  tions  which  might  compromise  his  safety. 

on  the  ground  that  if  he  answered  them,  A  few  years  since,  at   the  trial  of   the 

he  would  dishonourably  betray  his  patient,  seconds  of  Sir  John  Jeficott,  who  shot  Dr. 

But  it  was  held  by  the  House  of  Lords,  in  Hennis,  of  Exeter,  in  a  duel,  a  physician 

the  language  of  Lord  Mansfield,  "  that  a  who  was  on  the  ground  with  the  party. 

surseon  has  no  privilege^  when  it  is  a  mate-  being  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  declined 

rialquestion  in  a  civil  or  criminal  cause,  to  do  so,  and  the  judge  (Patteson)  said  he 

to  know  whether  parties  were  married,  or  could  not  compel  him. 
whether  a  child  was  bom,  to  say  that  bis 

introduction  to  the  parties  was  in  the  conduct  or  medical  witnes8««. 
course  of  his  profession,  and  in  that  way  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  in- 
he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  it.  If  a  sur-  portance  of  circumspection  on  the  part  of 
geon  was  voluntarily  to  reveal  those  secrets,  medical  men  in  giving  evidence  —  no 
to  be  sure  he  woufd  be  guilty  of  a  breach  matter  how  humble  the  court  may  be 
of  honour,  and  of  great  indiscretion ;  but  in  which  it  is  tendered :  for  if  it  lead 
to  give  that  information  in  a  court  of  jus-  to  the  committal  and  subsequent  trial  of  the 
tice,  which  by  the  law  of  the  land  he  is  btmnd  prisoner,  the  depositions  will  be  forthcom- 
toJo,  will  never  be  imputed  to  him  as  any  ing,  and  contrasted  with  the  mature  testi- 
irj;liscrction  whatever."  Other  decisions  mony  of  the  witness.  Bat  there  are  some 
have  sinc-e  corroborated  this  view  of  the  other  hints  respecting  conduct,  which  it 
question ;  and  it  is  now  generally  under-  may  be  well  to  observe, 
stood  that  professional  confidence,  as  a  Self'posteuion,  —  We  should  beware  of 
ground  of  secrecy,  can  only  be  urged  in  being  over-officious,  or  too  profuse  in  gir- 
the  case  of  counsel,  solicitors,  and  attor-  ing  our  testimony,  for  thereby  we  expose 
ney8,  when  employed  as  such, —  on  the  ourselves  to  the  imputation  of  some 
principle  that  in  such  circumstances  they  motive,  perhaps  of  a  personal  nature^ 
become  identified  with  their  clients.  *  in  the  issue  of  the  cause.  Nor,  on 
There  is  one  privilege,  however,  which  the  other  hand,  should  we  be  too 
medical  men  possess «>namely,  that  of  not  reserved— too  costive,  in  our  informatioa, 
being  obliged  to  state  any  thing  that  may  for  this  throws  us  from  Scylla  into  Charyb- 
criroinate  themselves.  All  witnesses,  in-  bis,  and  we  become  liable  to  the  suspicion 
deed,  by  the  laws  of  England,  arc  entitled  either  of  shallowness,  or  a  design  to  ccm- 
to  the  same  right  of  reserve ;  but  peculiar  ceal  from  the  court  some  important  parti- 
indulgence  in  this  respect  seems  to  culars.  The  golden  medium,  in  this  as 
be  extended  to  our  profession.  It  is  in  most  other  things,  is  to  be  preferred. 
well  known  that  a  medical  man  who  at-  We  should  reply  freely  and  cheerfully  to 
tends  a  party  engaged  in  a  duel,  and  is  the  questions  proposed  to  us,  with  self-pos- 
present  at  the  combat,  though  only  in  his  session,  but  with  perfect  submission  to  the 
professional  capacity,  is  considered  in  the  tribunal  before  which  we  stand.  Self.pos- 
eyeof  the  law  as  an  accessary, and  maybe  session  is  necessary,  for  the  consequence 
put  on  his  trial  for  murder.  After  the  of  its  absence  may  be  serious.  ''A 
fatal  duel  between  Col.  Montgomery  and  scientific  witness,"  says  Dr.  Paris,  **  fully 
Capt.  Macnanuira,  in  1803,  a  surgeon  of  acquainted  with  the  subject  in  dispnte* 
eminence  who  had  attended  one  of  the  and  by  his  particular  knowledge  well 
parties  professionally,  was  arrested  and  qualified  to  inform  the  court  on  the  most 
sent  to  Newgate,  by  a  warrant  from  important  points,  is  too  frequently  render- 
tho  civil  power,  as  a  principal  in  the  ed  miserable  to  himself,  and  absolotely 
alleged  murder,  having  been  present  on  ineffective  to  the  ends  of  justice,  by 
the  occasion, and  antecedently  privy  to  it:  the    diffidence    which    a    man    of    reu 
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acqnirenient  generally  feels,  when  im-  Greek  name  was  more  intelligible  than 
pressed  at  once  with  the  novelty  of  his  the  Latin,  but  that  the  former  was 
situation,  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  the  more  common,  and  it  was  probably 
duty  which  he  is  about  to  perform,  and  a  the  wish  of  the  court  to  discounte- 
consciousness  that  the  truths  he  is  about  nance  all  technicality.  Of  the  opening 
to  utter  may  be  obscured,  suppressed,  or  for  ridicule  afforded  by  the  use  of  cer- 
perverted,  by  technicalities  for  which  he  tain  terms,  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  in- 
is  unprepared  with  any  defence :  we  do  stance  than  one  which  was  lately  related 
not  mean  to  arraign  the  present  forms  of  to  me  by  a  friend  learned  in  the  law.  A 
examination  in  general,  when  we  assert  conceited  shallow  witness,  a  member  of 
that  some  abuse  in  practice  too  frequently  our  profession,  in  undergoing  the  ordeal  of 
places  the  witness  in  as  painful  a  situation  cross  examination,  on  a  recent  occasion, 
as  if  he  were  himself  a  criminal."  happened  to  drop,  among  other  ill-assorted 
Te>hnical  terms  to  be  avoided.  —  But  it  terms  which  he  seemed  proud  to  use,  the 
is  not  of  the  technicalities  of  the  law  word  dyspepsia;  the  counsel,  w!;o  was  a 
alone  of  which  the  medical  witness  had  wag,  immediately  seized  on  it,  and  raised 
need  to  be  apprehensive  ;  those  of  his  roars  of  laughter  at  the  witness's  expense, 
own  profession,  if  not  guarded  against,  by  putting  to  him  a  question  which  he 
will  most  probably  entrammel  him  quite  was  unfortunately  unable  to  answer  — 
as  much.  Both  for  counsels'  sake,  **  Unde  derivatur(/ys;.'<;75/a.  Doctor?  Eh, 
who  are  said  to  be  generally  *' very  shal-  Doctor,  unde  derivatur  dyspepsia  ?" 
low  men  of  science,"  and  for  our  own  *  Ought  witnesses  to  be  made  up  for  the  occa- 
feafety,  which  so  much  consists  in  the  inte-  sionf — A  general  subject  of  complaint 
grity  of  our  reputation,  we  had  better  ab-  brought  against  medical  witnesses,  is  the 
stain  from  the  nse  of  terms  purely  medical,  contradictory  nature  of  their  opinions,  as 
where  we  can  find  others  more  popular  given  in  courts  of  justice.  Much  of  this, 
that  are  at  all  suited  to  our  purpose.  The  no  doubt,  is  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
a  ivice  of  my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Amos,  on  questions  on  which  those  opinions  have 
this  point,  is  excellent  '' When  in  the  wit-  to  be  delivered:  but  perhaps  still  more 
ness-box,  drop  as  mnch  as  possible  the  to  the  witness's  want  of  preparation, 
language  which  is  known  only  to  scientific  Of  the  necessity  for  individual  preparation 
men,  and  adopt  that  which  is  in  popular  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  when  it  is  con- 
use.  If  you  have  occasion  to  speak  of  a  sidered  that  the  professional  man  is  not 
person  fainting,  do  not  say,  as  I  have  called  upon  to  testify  to  mere  matter  of 
neard  it  said,  that  you  found  the  patient  fact :  he  has  an  opinion  to  deliver,  and 
in  a  state  of  syncope;  and  you  must  not  will  be  expected  to  state  publicly  the 
expect  acourt  of  justice  to  understand  you  grounds  of  that  opinion.  Nor  does  there 
Sf  you  talk  of  a  person  being  comaUtse^  seem  to  be  much  more  question  regarding 
and  of  the  appearance  of  his  qtomach  the  propriety  of  joint  preparation,  when 
after  death  being  highly  vascular,  or  two  or  more  witnesses  are  to  be  examined, 
of  your  having  discovered  poisonous  touching  the  same  subject  of  inquiry.  Of 
ingredients  in  bis  intestines  by  means  of  a  the  correctness  of  this  position  we  have  a 
delicate  test.  The  judge  and  counsel  are  strong  proof  in  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Per- 
generally  very  shallow  men  of  science,  and  cival.  '*  Several  years  ago,  a  trial  of  con- 
it  is  a  great  advantage  for  them  to  raise  a  siderable  consequence  occurred,  relative 
laugh  at  persons  whom  they  would  repre-  to  a  large  copper- work;  and  twophysi- 
sent  to  be  using  hard  names  for  common  cians  of  eminence  were  summoned  to  the 
things.  Veterinary  suiveons  are  a  great  assizes  to  bear  testimony  concerning  the 
game  for  counsel;  and  I  remember,  in  salubrity  or  insalubrity  of  the  smoke  is- 
particular,  a  veterinary  suiveon,  who,  suing  from  the  furnaces.  The  evidence 
when  cross-examined  by  Seneant  (now  they  offered  was  entirely  contradictory. 
Haron)  Vaughan,  was  so  unfortunate  as  One  grounded  his  testimony  on  the  gene- 
to  make  nse  of  the  term  lunpenMrv /i^am«»t,  ral  presumption  that  the  ores  of  copper 
which  the  serjeant  interpreted  into  the  contain  arsenic,  and  consequently  that  the 
'hangman's  noose.'  In  general  the  wit-  effluvia  proceeding  from  the  roasting  of 
ness  is  called  upon  to  define,  as  he  goes  them  must  be  poisonous,  because  arseni- 
along,  the  technical  terms  which  he  em-  cal.  The  other  had  made  actual  experi- 
ploys,  and  it  is  ludicrous  sometimes  to  ments  upon  the  ore  employed  in  the  works 
bear  the  words  of  which  an  explanation  under  prosecution,  and  on  the  vapours 
is  gravely  demanded.  I  have  heard  a  which  it  yielded:  he  was' thus  furnished 
learned  chief-justice  ask  what  the  witness  with  full  proof  that  no  arsenic  was  disco- 
meant  by  an  ir^jectwn,  where  the  context  verable  in  either.  But  the  affirmative  pre- 
would  seem  scarcely  to  leave  a  loophole  vailed  over  the  negative  testimony,  from 
fordonbt:  the  reply,  however,  that  it  was  the  authority  of  the  physician  who  de- 
ft clyhter  appeared  satisfactory  to  his  livered  it :  an  authority  which  he  probably 
lordship;     iiot,    perhaps,     bccacne    the  would  not  have  misapplied,   if  h<i  \v»j\ 
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been  antecedently  acqnainted  with  the  de-  Next  day  their  tea  was  still  bitter,  aad 

cisiye  trials  made  by  his  opponent."  some  copperas  was  found  on  a  plate  in  the 

That  medical  men  are  expected  to  make  house.    One  of  the  women  suffered  from 

due  preparation  for  giving  ample  and  sa-  the  effects  for  about  a  month  afterwards, 

tisfactory  testimony,  is  certain,  at  least  in  It  was  attempted  to  be  proved  on  the  trial 

some  instances,  from  the  fact  of  the  judge  that  copperas  was  a  deadly  poUon^  as  laid 

who  has  to  try  particular  cases,  having  in  the  indictment.     A  chemist  of  the  town 

given  directions  to  medical  witnesses  to  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  substance 

make  certain  experiments  on  animals  pre-  was  not,  properly  speaking,  a  deadly  poi- 

fiously  to  the  day  of  trial ;  a  fact  which  son,  for  the  stomach  would  reject  a  dose 

serves  to  establish  the  principle,    if,  in-  sufficient  to  produce  death  before  it  woold 

deed,  there  could  be  any  reasonable  doubt  have  that  effect,  and  probably  it  woold 

of  the  excellence  of  the  practice.      The  require  two  ounces,  dissolved  in  water, 

only  point  in  connexion  with  the  subject,  to  produce  serious  consequences ;  but  still 

on  which  a  question  can  feasibly  be  raised,  he  did  not  think  it  would  cause  death, 

is  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  minds  of  A  physician,  however,  of  Chelmsford,  gave 

the  witnesses  should  be  made  up  anterior  it  as  his  opinion    that  tiro    draehmt   of 

to  the  trial ;  for  some  have  advised  that  copperas  would  cause  death.     But  on  bis 

they  should  come  to  a  fixed  decision,  so  cross-examination,  it  turned  out  that  he 

as  to  prcTcnt  the  possibility  of  differing  was  confounding  copperas  with  terdigris; 

when  the  investigation  came  on  in  public,  and  he  was  obliged  to  confess  his  ignoranee 

But  even  were  this  practicable,  it  seems  that  copper  did  not  enter  into  the  con. 

doubtful  how  far  it  were  just  and  proper;  position  of  the  poison  alleged  in  tbeia- 

for  what  would  it  amount  to  other  than  to  dictment ! 

inquire  with  a  foregone  conclusion,  and        This,  it  may  be  said,  was  an  instance  of 

thus  to  make  a  mockery  of  justice  ?  pure  indolence :   the  blunder  of  the  pby- 

The  practice  usually  observed  with  re-  sician  was,  perhaps,  wholly  attributable  to 
^rd  to  medical  witnesses  in  courts  of  his  having  gone  into  court  without  giTiflg 
justice,  allowing  them  to  remain  dor.  the  slightest  attention  to  the  point  on  whidC 
ing  the  trial,  while  other  witnesses  are  he  was  to  be  examined.  But  I  shall  now 
secluded  till  called  to  give  their  testimony,  show  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  be- 
is  a  still  further  proof  of  the  wish  of  the  stowed  on  preparation,  and  that  even 
court  to  obtain  consistenteridence  from  the  most  expert  cannot  calculate  upon 
the  medical  men.  But  it  is  curious  having  it  all  Uieir  own  wav  on  tncw 
to  obserre,  that,  in  Scotland,  the  profes-  occasions.  In  the  example  I  am  about 
sional  witnesses  are  secluded  during  the  to  adduce,  we  find  a  chemist  of  tbd 
trial,  for  the  very  same  purpose.  **  In  highest  reputation  unexpectedly  called 
the  Scotch  courts  (says  Air.  Alison,  in  his  upon  to  put  forth  his  best  abilities  in  Ids 
Practice  of  the  Criminal  Law)  it  is  usual,  cross-examination  by  counsel.  The  gen- 
when  one  medical  man  begins  to  give  an  tlemen  of  the  bar,  it  may  be  obaerred, 
opinion  on  the  case,  to  cause  the  other  are  sometimes  more  than  a  match  tot 
medical  men  to  retire.  The  reason  of  this  the  most  intelligent  witnesses  who  corns 
is,  that  it  has  been  found,  by  experience,  before  them ;  being  often  crammed  fbr 
that  medical  men,  even  of  experience  and  the  purpose :  and  the  conflict  under 
information,  are  generally  so  prone  to  con-  such  circumstances  is  always  uneqnaL 
tradict  each  other,  or  to  adhere  to  the  side  The  professional  witness  is  held  to  be 
on  which  they  are  cited,  that  it  is  never  fair  gpame;'and  he  is  supposed  to  hafe 
safe  to  let  them  hear  each  other's  testi-  no  cause  to  grumble,  as  he  is  attaclnd 
mony.  The  proper  way  to  do,  therefore,  on  his  own  ground,  and  with  weapons 
is  to  allow  the  medical  men  who  are  to  be  like  bis  own.  On  the  other  hand,  tlie 
examined  as  to  opinion,  to  hear  the  whole  counsel,  whatever  be  the  issue  of  the  con- 
evidence  relating  to  the  flicts,  whether  test,  comes  off  scatheless:  and  he  has 
fVom  the  ordinary  or  the  medical  witnesses,  no  risk  of  character  to  apprehend  erea 
and  to  remove  them  as  soon  as  medical  ttom  an  exposure  of  gross  ignorance  hi 
opinion  is  about  to  commence."  his  cross  examination. 

Of  the  mischievous  absurdity  of  Ten-  At  the  trial  of  Stewart  and  his  wilb,  ia 
taring  into  court  to  give  evidence  with-  1829,  for  the  murder  of  a  man,  bv  g^^iag 
out  previous  preparation,  I  cannot  close  him  laudanum  in  strong  ale.  Dr.  Ure,  who 
this  part  of  my  remarks  without  offer-  had  attended  the  post-mortem  examina- 
ing  one  or  ti^T)  examples.  A  man  was  tion  of  the  body,  was  summoned  as  a  wit- 
indicted  at  the  Assizes  at  Chelmsford,  ness  for  the  prosecution.  The  Doctor  was 
in  March  1S22,  for  having  administered  positive  as  to  the  presence  of  opium  in  tbe 
copperas  to  two  women.  The  women  contentsof  the  stomach,  from  having  relied 
bod  drunk  two  or  three  cups  of  tea,  onpcrchlorideof  iron  as  atest  for  meoonie 
which  tasted  bitter,  and  in  tbe  evening  acid,  and  procured  what  he  conceired  to  be 
were  taken  ill  with  a  violent  vomiting,  the  characteristic  cherry  red  colour.     Ife 
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did  Dot  know  at  the  time  (though,  by  the  unpalatable,  is  fully  ju8ti6ed,  most  wit^ 
way,  the  fact  was  then  far  from  new,  nesses  going  into  court  with  the  precon- 
Tiedemann  and  Gmelin  having  published  ceived  intention  of  proving  to  a  certain  ex- 
it some  years  before)  that  the  test  he  tent ;  and  those  most  conTersant  in  the 
employed  was  rendered  doubtful  by  the  history  of  human  testimony  have  been  ex- 
circumstancethat  human  saliva  contains  a  tremely  scrupulous  of  admitting  it  as  a 
substance — the  sulpho-cyanuret  of  potas-  uniform  truth  until  it  has  been  carefully 
sium — which  strikes  the  same  red  colour  sifted.  Guarded  with  these  precautions, 
with  the  same  salt  of  iron,~as  indeed  it  is  and  armed  with  professional  experience, 
now  perfectly  well  ascertained  that  there  the  medical  practitioner  may  approach  the 
are  other  matters  which  might  easily  hap-  tribunal  of  justice  with  confidence,  and 
pen  to  be  present  in  the  stomach '-such  as  advantage  to  the  cause  of  truth.  How. 
mustard,  &c. — which  would  also  render  ever  dexterous  he  may  shew  himself  in 
the  test  fallacious,  in  consequence  of  their  fencing  with  the  advocate,  he  should  be 
presenting  a  similar  appearance.  Dr.  Ure,  aware  that  his  evidence  ought  to  imjiress 
however,  not  being  acquainted  with  the  the  judge,  and  be  convincing  to  the  jury." 
fact  respecting  the  saliva,  was  taken  wholly  Unhappily  there  are  but  too  many  in- 
by  surprise  when  the  counsel  for  the  stances  on  record  of  this  disposition  on  the 
prisoners  urged  upon  him  the  inefficacy  part  of  medical  men  to  fence  with  the  gen - 
of  his  salt  of  iron  test,  since  sulpho-  tlemen  of  the  bar :  in  some  cases  a  contest 
cyanic  acid  also  struck  a  cherry  red  in  "  the  flowers  of  Billingsgate"  has  been 
colour,  when  treated  with  perchloride  of  attempted ;  the  result  has  always  been  to 
iron.  In  a  paper  in  Brande's  Journal  be  deplored.  But  I  shall  forbear  to  bring 
for  1830,  Dr.  Ure  adyerts  to  the  facts  of  the  such  examples  before  you,  however  power- 
case,  and  the  objection  raised  by  his  folly  they  might  serve  as  a  warning 
cross  -  examiner :  —  '*  I  was  not  then  to  remain  on  all  such  occasions  cool, 
aware  (says  he)  that  this  curious  acid  (the  steady,  and  collected ;  and  to  impress  you 
aulpho-cyanic)  existed  in  the  saliva,  and  I  with  the  necessity  of  keeping  your  temper, 
thought  it  merely  a  ruse  de  pluideur,"  To  the  danger  of  assuming  an  affected 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  "  Inge-  manner,  or  the  appearance  of  false  dignity, 
nious  counsel"  was  primed  for  the  occa-  I  need  hardly  advert ;  it  is  hazardous  at 
sion,  by  a  rival  chemist  of  61a<^w;  and  any  time  to  venture  before  the  public  out 
probably  the  point  urged  might  have  of  one's  proper  character;  in  a  court  of 
had  much  weight,  had  not  the  medical  justice  it  may  be  ruinous.  In  short,  the 
witnesses  been  agreed,  that,  whateyer  golden  rule  of  conduct  seems  to  be — to 
ambiguity  might  attend  the  test  em-  preserve  our  natural  manner — to  have  just 
ployed,  the  characteristic  smell  of  opium  so  much  confidence  as  may  arise  from  the 
given  out  by  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  consciousness  of  being  not  unprepared-^ 
was  too  perceptible  to  leave  any  doubt  on  and,  above  all  things,  to  be  calm. 

their  minds.    The  moral  circumstances  of         «_^__^ 

the  case,  besides,  were  very  strong;  so  that  '  '         ^ 

the  prisoners  were  found  guilty,  and  exe-  q^  ^^j^ 

cuted. 

General  demeanour,— A  few  words  on  the       THERAPEUTICAL  EFFECTS  OF 
general  demeanour  of  witnesses,   and   I  IODINE 

have  done.    It  has  been  already  seen  how  ' 

many  difficulties  beset  the  path  of  the  °'^=''  '~  ^=*^  '•^"°*  »««««' 

professional  man  in  coming  in  contact  with  Jn  the  forms  of  Iodide  of  Starch,  Hifdriodic  Acid, 
our  legal  tribunals,  and  I  have  iust  no-  and  Iodide  of  Potastium. 

ticed  some  of  the  perplexities  and  annoy.  g^  Andrew  Buchanan,  M.D. 

ances  which  may  await  him  m  court.     It  .    ,    «,  .    .«.    m  «     i  f  « 

is  scanrely  surpVising  that  the  apprehen.  J°»l<"  Surgeon  to  the  Ql-gow  RoyalinflmTy. 

sion  of  the  sort  of  treatment  which  they 

have  reason  to  expect,  should  render  most  In  a  former  number  of  this  journal  (vol. 

xpen  **  tremblingly  alive "  to  their  posi-  xviii.  p.  516^  I  pointed  out  a  new  me- 

tion,  and  that  some  should  even  be  be-  thod  of  administering  iodine,  by  means 

trayed  into  intemperate  or  indignant  sal-  of  which  it  may  be  given  with  safety  in 

lica :  but  Dr.  Haslam's  suggestions  are  well  doses  much  greater  tiian  by  the  ordinary 

deservingof consideration  :--"Thelawyert  modes  of  administration.      I  likewi^ 

?oi?1*e^Sfi Im^o^^^^^^^^^^^  '^-^^^  ;^«    P;-t'    physiological 

quenUycompdled  to  resort  to  aseyeritv  of  effects  resulting  from  the  use  of  iodine 

inyestigaUoi  which  perplexes  the  theo-  >"  such  doses.     I  am  now   to  attempt 

rics.butmorefrequentlykindlestheirritable  the  more  difficult  task   of  forming  an 

feelings,  of  the  medical  practitioner.    The  estimate  of  the  virtues  of  iodine  m  the 

distnut  on  the  part  of  the  lawyer,  however  cure  of  disease,  iu  so  far  as  the  obsecv^L^ 
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timiK  nmde  in  llie  ^laxical  vrirds  of  the  Jan.  8th.  —  Samat  ler    indies    lodidi 

Oismtfi  luftmiiLrr  r&abl^me  Co  do  so.  Amyli,  ^ss.,  ex  haustu  I>ec4>ct  Aven. 

Tii^  jiriijcijik]  'mii^tcsI    diseases   in  Cu ret.  Ulcus,  Ung.  Oxid.  Hjdr.  Rabr. 

will*:*.   Hidhit  wa*  pTeacnbed  were  sv.  13th.— Iodine  ag^rees  well,  and  urine 

jihiiiH.  fuiilnaie.  «TOfola,  ulcere  depend-  strongly  impreg^nated  with  it. 

111^  upuii  ctmKUUin..Dal  causes,  noli  me  ^^         ^^^j^  j^^  ^      ^  ad  Jj.  ter  in- 

taiip*flt:-  cant**-,  and   tumors.     It  was  jj^j                              ''         •^ 
aW'  tried  in  kfm,  pftoriasis,  ichthjosis, 

imiieiirf^  aiid  pcrrigo,  diseases  not  usu-  20th.— Fresh  eruptive  patches  on  nose 

aUv  ir^^aied  ia  tlie  suq^ical  wards,  the  &"(!  n^ht  le^ ;  node  on  left  tibia  and 

wiiuji*  lieia^  in  tJie  hospital  for  other  "^^t  ulna  diminished  in  size,  and  free 

dM^-sMSs  «•  kavinir  been  uken  in  for  the  from  pain.     Medicine  ajprrees  well,  onlj 

eziir*^  yurytfe  of  trring  the  efficacy  of  it  renders  him  costive,  for  which  he  hu 

tbc  muedr.               '  ^^^  ^  laxative  several  times. 

or  87  MtieDts  to  whom,  on  looking  Feb.  2Qih.— About  eiffht  days  ag« 

over  tbe  bosf^ital  joumaK  I  find  iodine  salivation  and  swelling  ofthe  face  came 

wa*  adnaiaioeTtd  in  one  or  other  of  the  on.     Since  yesterday  has  spat  upwards 

BMidiftds  described  above,  it  would  be  of  a  P>nt  of  saliva,  which  is  as  stron^y 

ntikis  to  ipve  the  cases  of  the  whole,  impregnated  with  iodine  as  the  unne. 

because  «evcral  of  them,  from  the  ambi-  Two  small  ulcers  on  inside  of  left  cheek ; 

roons  nature  oftlie  diseases  with  which  nodes  gone,  and  eruption  where  nice- 

tbeT  were  affected,  from  other  medicines  rated  has  now  healed  ;  sore  of  le|f  looks 

ka«W  been   previously  employed,  or  better,  but  there  is  still  bare  bone  in  the 

from  the  iodine  not  being  fully  tried,  do  centre  of  it. 

nc»t  furnish  any  satisfactory  conclusions.  Ossi  nudato  adhibeatur  Acid.  Mnriatia 

I  shall    mention   only   those   cases  in  Dilut. 

which  the  disease  was  clearly  marked,  jj^^j,    |2tb.  —  Salivation    subsided 

and  the  efficacy  of  the  lodme  fairly  g^„  ^^^^  j^^  report,  and  sore  of  le; 

^^'  healed  very  speedily  after  the  bare  bone 

Seamdarw  Suphilis,  ^»^.  *^.°  dissolved  away  bjr  tbe  miw 

^     ^'^  natic  acid. 

I  shall  first  mention  four  cases  of  se-  Dismissed  cured, 
condsrv  syphilis. 

Archibald  M*Gillivray,  irt.  24,  shoe-  James    Eilpatrick,    wtt   34,    flesber. 

maker.    January  7th,  1836:   Contract-  March  30th:  About  three  months  ago 

cd  syphilis  alwut  three  years  ago.  Since  observed    several    warty    excrescences 

this,  secondary  symptoms  have  been  ob-  forminsf  around  anus ;  his  attention  be- 

stinato,    notwithstanding   four    or  five  ing  called  to  them  in   consequence  of 

complete   courses  of  mercurj',   two  of  the  irritation  ihcy  produced.     A  week 

which   he  underwent  in  this  hospital,  or  two    afterwards    observed   pumlent 

About  a  year  ago  a   node  formed  on  matter    exuding   from   below   prepoce, 

each  tibia,  and  sometime  afterwards  one  and,  on  examination,  he  found  snperii- 

ap|>earrd  on  the  ulna  of  the  right  arm.*  cial   ulceration  behind  corona  f^laodis. 

An  eoxematous  eruption  broke  out  on  the  On  admission  ulceration  is  still  found  ii 

face  in  July  last :  it  was  removed  by  this  situation  ;   discharge  is  thick  pat. 

means  of  sarsaparilla  and  mercury,  but  Prepuce  is  somewhat  swollen,  and  ori* 

reappeared  about  three  weeks  since  on  fice  contracted.     On  scrotum,  body  rf 

left  supereiliary  ridge  and  chin.     The  penis,  inside  of  thighs,  and  around  aaaii 

node  on  left  tibia  becoming  painful,  red,  is    an   eruption   of   ulcerated   patcbeSi 

and  fluctuating,  eight  days  since  he  had  which  appear  to  have  commenced   ia 

it  laid  open  bv  a  free  crucial  incision.  slightly  elevated  round  spots,  about  balf 

On  admission  the  wound  has  an  un-  an  inc6  in  diameter;  these  became  ex* 

healthy  appearance  ;    granulations  are  coriated  on  the  surface,  and,  by  coales- 

glassy,  ano  discharge  consists  of  brown  cing,  have  assumed  irregular  fonns  ia 

pus,    tinged   with    blood.     Surface    of  several  places.     The  discbarge  is  thia 

tibia  is  bare,  rough,  and  irregular,  in  and  sero-purulent ;  parts  are  tbe  seat  of 

centre  of  wnuml,  for  the  space  of  about  consideraole  itchiness;   throat   is   in  a 

half  ail  inch  in  diameter  ;  and  a  prol>e  state  of  superficial  ulceration,  and  rigbt 

passes  out  w  ards  beneath  the  integuments  tonsil  is  much  enlarged.     Scattered  over 

for  a  short  distance.     General  health  the  btkly  and  upper  extremities  are  a 

good.  few  blotches  of  a  coppcn*  hoc     Had 
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l^norrboBa  about  three  veara  ago,  but  use    of  castor-oil.      Stools    somewbat 

dcuics  ever  baving  bad  chancres  l)cfore.  whitish.    Took  last  dose  on  the  niorn- 

Nevcr  used  mcrcuir.  i°R  ^^  ^^^  instant ;  tinge  of  iodine  con- 

,.      .    ^,           ^        .      .  J.      T  jj  tinued  in  the  uriue  till  fifth  day  after. 

JIarch  31«t.  -  Snm.  ter  indiw   lodid.  ^i^^  ^                   eruption  or  sores. 

Amvl.  \9s.  Ficis  circa  anum  ct  ulccn-  »      '            ^                    ^ 

bus  scroti  adbib.  Vapor  lodinii,   et  Rep.  lodin.  sed  Sum.  soluromodo,  jm. 

posteaUng  Periodidii  H>dr.  ter  ind.    Curcnt.  Ulcera  Ung.  lodin. 

April  29tb.— The  dose  of  iodid.  amyl.  Februar;r  2d.--Iodine  has  agreed  bet- 
was  increased  to  one  ounce,  but  it  was  ter  m  diminished  doses.  Ulcer  around 
found  to  occasion  looseness  of  bowels ;  anus  nearly  healed  but  little  change 
be  baft  therefore  Ukeii  it  for  the  most  on  blotches  of  the  skin,  and  two  new 
pirt  iu  ^.  doses.  All  the  symptoms  of  ones  ha?e  appeared  on  scrotum. 
the  disease  for  some  time  gone.  Omit.  lodln.^Sum.  Pil.  Hydr.  ij.  V. 

Dismissed  cured.  c^  >•  ^* 

I6th.— Cured. 
In  the  two  following  cases  the  iodine 
m-as  given  up,  and  mercury  substituted,        The  other    case    is    that    of  a  man 
00  account  of  the  Tenercal  eruption  not    (James  Hare,  Ward  No.  12),  who  was 
gning  awav,  but,  on  the  contrary,  fresh     admitted   f(»r    strumous    sores     in    the 
patches  o^  it  appearing.     I  would  not    groin,  originally  excited   by   venereal 
DOW,  howcTer,  consider  this  a  sufficient    infection.     He  was  put  upon  the  beau- 
re3$on  for  stopping  the  iodine.     In  the    tiful   new   salt  of  iron,  discovered    by 
ca^  of  M*Gillivray,  detailed  above,  in    Mr.  Graham  —  the   peroxalate  of  iron 
which  a  complete  cure  was  ultimately    and  potass ;  which  appeared  to  act  very 
fffeded,  fresh  patches  of  the  eruption    effectually  as  a  tonic,  and  was  given  in. 
came  out  when   the  patient  was  /uHj    gradually  increased  doses,  till  he  took 
■ader  the  influence   of  the  medicine,    of  it  gr.  xv.  twice  a-day.     He  was  next 
Dr.  Lawrie  informs  me  that  he  has  so    tried  with  iodide  of  starch,  which  was 
often  made  the  same  observation,  that    given  at  first  in  very  small  doses,  as  he 
he  considers  the  fresh  eruption  as  by  no    was  one  of  the  first  patients  to  whom  it 
means  an   unfavourable  symptom;  and    was  prescribed.     The  dose  was  gradu- 
bc  has  further  remarked,  that  it  is  only    ally  increased,  and  when  he  was  fully 
in  cases  of  syphilis  that  an^  eruption    under  the  influence  of  the  medicine,  a 
Ukiis  it5-elf  under  the  use  of  iodine.  copious  eruption  of  blotches  took  place 

David  Stnithers,  jet.  32,  weaver.  De-  all  over  his  body.  The  iodine  was  in 
cember  21st,  1835:  Surroundiufip  anus  consequence  intermitted,  and  first  sar- 
and  between  nates  is  a  collection  of  sapariila  and  afterwards  mercury  sub- 
»Biall  round  superficial  ulcers,  sli^^htly  stituted;  under  which  remedies  the  cure 
rai^  at  their  margins.  The  discharge  was  effected. 
is  thin,   sero-puruTent,    and  irritating;  r  n     - 

intervening  integuments  red  and  tender.  Sloughtng  Sores  of  Penis. 

Several  ulcers  of  a  similar  character  are  Four  bad  cases  of  this  kind  were 
scattered  over  scrotum  and  integuments  treated  with  iodine,  and  all  of  them 
of  penis.  did  well.     These  patients  were  Smith, 

Contracted  sores  from  impure  con-  M'Kittrick,  None,  and  Macdonald ;  all 
aexion  about  ten  weeks  ago  ;  these  are  of  them  in  Ward  No.  7.  The  two  first 
ftill  open  behind  glans,  near  left  side  of  used  the  iodid.  of  potassium,  in  3j* 
fmum.  Disease  appeared  around  anus  doses ;  the  two  last  the  iodid.  of  starch, 
thuot  nine  weeks  ago;  and  about  a  in  ^.  doses.  It  is  to  be  remembered, 
lurtnigbt  ago  a  lichenous  erupticin  however,  that  strong  nitric  acid  as  a 
koke  out  over  arms  and  body,  accom-  caustic,  opium,  and  other  remedies, 
ptDieH  by  itching.     No  treatment.  were  also  employed  ;  whence  it  is  very 

Sam.  ter  indies  Iodid.  Am>l.  Jss.  diflicult  to   estimate  the   value   of  the 

.— «.       m»  J-  •  11      ¥T  •         iodine.      1  shall   not,   therefore,  insert 

«7lb,— Medicine  agrees  well.     Unnc    ^Yitsa  cases,  but  merely  say  that  my  im- 
U  and  becomes  as  black  as  ink    p^ession  was  in  favour  of  the  utility  of 
of  aUrcb  and  nitnc  acid.         {|,^  i^,ji„g^ 


Ungeat.  dos.  ad  Jj*  *®^  indies.  In  an  exceedingly  severe  ease  which 

Janvarjr  11th.— For  fiAeeu  days  took  I  saw  in  private,  along  with  Dr.  Black, 

3^.  af  iodid.  arayl.  daily :  it  appeared^  Kent-strcet,    the    iodid.    of  potassium 

*     bowels  coative,  requiring  the  seemed  also  to  be  of  service ;  but  iVie 
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strong'  nitric  acid  bein;^  here  likewise        15th.---Augeftt.  dos.  lod.   Anjrl.  tid  J^* 

employed,  there  was  the  same  room  for  ter  indies. 

scepticism.  ^  ^  May  4th.-»Dismissed  cared. 

The  only  other  ca^e  of  syphilis  to 

which  IshalladvertislhatofM*Gregor,  Scrofufous  AffeeiiaHS    qf  Joimi$  tad 
(Ward   No.  7);  in  which  mercury  was  Bones, 

prescribed  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  it        The  most  formidable  diseases  of  the 

the  cure  was  undoubtedly  to  be  ascribed,  scrofulous  kind  which  come  under  tlie 

I  only  mention  this  case  to  illustrate  the  cognizance  of  the  surgfcon,  are  tlie  al- 

effects  of  iodid.  of  potassium  introduced  fections  of  the  joints.    The  most  com- 

by  inunction.  An  ointment  was  formed,  mon  of  those  affections   is  that  whick 

containing  3j.  of  iod.  potassii  to  ^.  of  ori^natesin  the  ends  of  the  bones  fbna- 

lard.     With   this  ointment  the  patient  in^  the  articulation,  hj  the  depositioa 

was  directed  to  smear  over  the  whole  of  tuberculous  matter  in   their  can^- 

surface   of  the  body.     He  used  ^ss.  of  lous  structure.  In  one  case  of  this  kind, 

the  ointment  at  ni^ht,  and  the  other  the  iodide  of  potassium  was  preseribed, 

Jss.   next  morning.      At    the   hour  of  in  the  dose  of  3ij.  daily;  but,  in  oonae- 

visit,  no  iodine  could  be  detected  in  the  quence  of  the  medicine  dissff reeing^,  it 

urine.     He  was  in  consequence  directed  was  intermitted  before  any  judgment  of 

to  rub  in  a  whole  ounce  of  the  ointment  its  efficacy  could  be  formed,     it  wiU  be 

that   evening   and   next  morning.     In  seen,  however,  below,  that  in  diseases 

the  urine  passed  in  the  morning'  ocfore  of  the  same  nature,  only   existing  is 

the  second  inunctiou,  there  was  merely  bones  not  entering  into  tlie  formattoo  of 

a  trace  of  iodine,  while  in  that  passed  any  large  joint,  the  iodine  was  deeiil- 

afler  mid-day  it  was  exceedingly  abun-  edly  useful.     In  the  scrofulous  tbickea- 

dant.  ing  of  the  synovial  membrane,  anoth<7 

Sibbent.  disease  of  the  joints  not  less  intractable, 

Considering  the  efficacy  of  iodine  in  ;"d  in  this  part  of  the  countrjr  litUe  \m 

syphilis,  it  was  natural  to  infer,  from  frequent  than  that  just  mentioned,  tke 

the  analogy  of  the  two  diseases,  that  f^a^s  made  of  the  lodme  were  unavail. 

it  would  Pikewise  prove  an   useful  re-  mg,  as  illustrated  m  the  folio wmflr  case, 
medy  in  sibbens.     It  was  accordingly        Jane  Montgomery,  let.  12.     Januaiy 

tried  in  the  following  case,  and  there-  l^^n  -  R»gl*i  kHee-joiiitismucLswolles, 

suit  was  highly  satisfactory.  measuring  fully  an  inch  m  circumfe^ 

Hugh   Macgregor,    «t.  33,    farmer,  rence  more  than  left.     Form  of  joint  is 

Balqhuidder.    April  12th  ;  On  left  side  l«st,  the  shape   of  patella  bein^c   <^ 

of  isthmus  of  throat,  occupying  both  ^^red  m  consequence  of  surroandiog 

pillars  and  the  intervening  space,  and  tumefaction.     Above  patella,   and  ako 

stretching  over    front    of  uvula,  is    a  on   inside  of  knee,    opposite   bead    of 

patch    of  superficial    ulceration,    with  tibia,  there  is  evident  fluctuation.  These 

slightly  elevated    edges   and  indolent  fluctuating  swellings  do  not  communi. 

surface,  covered  with  a  yellow  exuda-  <^ate  with  each  other.    There  is  also  a 

tion.     Uvula  is  much  relaxed,  and  from  fl"ctuating  spot,  small  in  size,  on  the 

ilart  of  the  velum  on  the  left  side  being  o"^'*^«  «'  "^a^,  of  tibia.      Limb  par. 

destroyed,   it    inclines    to    the    right.  ^\^^^y  ^exed,  and  any  attempt  at  exten- 

Parts  m  the  neighbourhood  of  sore  are  *»o?   produces  pain.    LitUe  or  no  uu- 

Of  a  dusky-red  colour.    Ulceration  ap-  easiness  is  felt  on  pressing  the  artica- 

peared  about  3J  months  ago,  and  was  bating  surfaces  tog;ether,  nor  does  pres- 

treated  with  mercury,  with  good  effect,  sure  on  the  extremities  of  the  bone  ex- 

It  did  not  continue  well,  however,  above  cite  much  pain.    Complaint  u  of  aboot 

a  fortnight ;  ulceration  reappearing  and  twelve  months'  duration,  and  has  been 

spreading  to  a  greater  extent  than  be-  Jf^jted  with  couuter-imUnU,  with  re- 

fore.    Denies  all  syphilitic  taint,  and  l>ef  to  the  pam    but  without  benefit  to 

attributes  bis  complaint  to  eating  from  the  swelling.    General  health  impaired ; 

the  same  dish  and  smoking  the  same  occasional  night  sweaU ;  pulse  124. 

pipe  with  an  infected  person.    About  .  J«d-  .^' T"  .     blister   apjrtied    owtt 

ten  years  ago  was  much  troubled  with  J«»»t,  with  diminution  of  pam  ;  tongue 

cyuanche  tonsillaris,  advancing  on  the  c^^an  ;  appetite  improved, 
last  attack   (seven  years  ago)  to  suppu-        Sum.  Iodid.  Amyl.  3ij.  ter  indies, 
ration.  I8tli.  —  Little  change  upon   knee; 

Sum.  Iodid.  Amyl  ad  jss.  ter  indies.  elai>tic  swelling  ou  the  ouUide  of  it  Ism 
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distinct,  wliile  tbat  over  inner  head  of  Sum.  Ol.  Ricini,  ^J*  >    ^^  P^^*  f?^"^ 

libia   has   more  feeling  of  fluctuation.  dolenti  adbibeator  Empl.  Mel.  Vesic. 

Pulse  averages  about  125,  appetite  good,  Aug.  I6th. — Knee  much  improved  by 

tongue  clean.  Less  pain  of  knee;  medi-  blister;  little  change  in  sore  oThand. 

cine  airrees  well,  and  urine  strongly  im-  n  t  j  n  ^     ••  7*     j-  '^   •        i 

pregimted  with  It                       ^  ^  ^1°^-  >^°^> ^J{'^"'^-  "  ""''•  "^' 

'     S><  1          rr»i           J           1.    1              1.  sum. J.  term  dies. 

24th. -Three    days    back,     much  r  Todinii,  gr.  x.   Axungi»,  J.  M.  Fiat 

increase  of  pam  of  knee,  with  increased  „„g  quo  cu ret  Ulcus. 

swelling,  and  redness  of  surface ;  pulse  Aug.  19ih.— Augeat.  dos*  lod.  Potass. 

144 ;    tongue  clean,  but  appetite  im-  ad  gr.  x. 

■^  -      *.       ^    ,            1.  J  *     1               J  Sept.  10th.— Iodine  ointment  not  ap- 

Leeches   twice   apphed  to  knee,   and  pUed,  sores  having  been  dressed  with  a 

iodine  stopped.  ^^^j^j^^  ^j  ^^^«      jj^  ^^^^  j^jj 

28th. — On  25tb,  at  a  consultation,  potassii  in  gradually  increased  doses, 

it  was  recommended  to  delay  amputa-  and  for  a  fortnight  has  taken  3j.  daily; 

lion,  and  to  puncture  the  fluctuating  medicine  found  in  large  quantity  in  his 

tumor  over  head  of  tibia.     This  was  urine.    Sore  nearly  healed ;  no  carious 

accordingly    done,  and  about  jss.    of  bone  discharged.    Continue, 

curdy  matter  discharged.  Sept.  14th. — Sores  quite  healed ;  dis- 

Ikuirch  Idth. — Amputation  was  deter-  missed,  cured, 

mined  on  at  another  consultation,  but  In  the  two  following  cases  the  use  of 

the  parents  refusing  to  give  their  per-  the  iodine  was  conjoined  with  a  local 

mission,  the  g^rl  was  removed  at  tneir  application,  which  appears  to  me  to  be 

desire.  of  much  service  in  the  treatment   of 

The  following  case  was  one  of  those  many  cases  of  carious  bone.  I  allude 
in  which  the  virtues  of  iodine  were  most  to  tfie  application  of  diluted  muriatic 
remarkably  exemplified.  It  will  assist  acid  used  altogether  as  a  chemical 
the  mind  in  forming  an  idea  of  the  remedy,  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving 
appearance  of  the  diseased  parts,  to  men-  away  the  exposea  bone.  In  this  way 
tion  that  several  medical  gentlemen,  who  portions  of  bone  which  are  keeping  up 
saw  the  case  when  first  aomitted,  thought  a  lingering  disease  may  be  removed 
thai  partial  amputation  of  the  hand  was  more  speedUy  than  by  any  other  means, 
the  only  remedy  likely  to  be  of  any  save  excision.  I  have  already  men- 
use,  tioned  one  instance  of  an  obstinate  sore 

John  Elliot,  set  24,  Sadler:  Aug.  4th.  upon  the  tibia,  which  was  cured   by 

Twelve  months  ago  an  abscess  formed  means  of  the  acid  verjr  speedily,  and 

on   back  of   hand,  above  the    thumb,  certainly  with  far  less  pain  to  the  patient 

which  burst  some  time  after,  giving  exit  than    could    have   been    accomplished 

to  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus.  About  by  the  saw  or  the  gouge.      1    have 

same    time    an    abscess    formed    over  found  an  acid  of  the  strength  of  the 

ball  of  right  thuml),  which  was  opened,  acid,  muriatic,  dilut  of  the    Phamia- 

On  admission,  there  exists  over  hand  copoeias,  to  have  a  solvent  power  sufii- 

a  large  strumous-looking  nicer,  inter-  ciently  energetic,  and  at  the  same  time 

sected  by  undermined  bands  of  skin,  to  occasion  very  little  irritation  of  the 

and  secreting  thin  unhealthy  pus.  Hand  soft  parts  in  tne  neighbourhood.      It 

is  the  seat  of  considerable  acning  pain,  may  be  conveniently  applied  by  means 

Through  a  part  of  this  ulcer  metacarpal  of  a  long  glass  tube,  wnich  should  be 

bone  of  index  finger  is  detected  in  a  about  half  an  inch   in  diameter,  and 

carioos  state ;  over  ball  of  thumb  are  also  drawn  out  at  the  lower  end,  so  as  to  be 

two  opening  of  the  same  character,  but  little  thicker  than  a  probe ;  or  it  may 

through  neither  of  these  is  bone  found  be  applied  by  means  of  an  apparatus 

bare.  like  tnat  used   in   the  laboratories  for 

Left   knee-joint    measures    an    inch  washing  precipitates  from  the  sides  of 

more  than  right  in  circumference.  Swell-  the  funnel. 

ing  principally  confined  to  the  bursa  JohnKenney,6et.  16,  piecer.  Feb.  6th': 

above  patella;  there  is  apparently  but  About   10  months  ago,  after  a  slight 

little  affection  of  the  synovial  memorane  injury,  right  foot  became  swollen,  but 

around  the  knee ;  head  of  tibia  is  the  without  pain,  redness,  or  constitutional 

seat  of  a  good  deal  of  pain,  especially  affection.  A  short  time  afterwards,  small 

when  pressed  upon.      General  health  abscesses  formed  on  outside  of  dorsum^ 

pretty  {food ;  diathesis  strumous.  and  on  the  sole.    Som^  viete  o^\i&^ 
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no  disposition  to  beal,  and  discbargingf  ligament  and  tendon  of  rectos  ^morif. 

thin  seropiirulent  matter.  Through  two  Patella  k  raised  from  the  condjles.  Mo- 

of  those,  on  the  dorsum,  diseased  hone  tion  ofjoint  is  unaflected,  and  disease  is 

can  be  detected.     Into  one  of  those  on  productive  of  little  or  no  uneasiness.    It 

the  sole,  probe  can  be  passed  H  inches  appeared  about  a    year  ago,   withost 

without  detecting  bone.      The    others  evident  cause.     General  health  prettr 

are  more  superficial,  extending  but  a  good. 

short  way   beneath   surface.      Experi-  Sum,  tor  indies  lodid.  Amyl.   Jsa.  mots 

enccs  no  pain  or  uneasiness  m  the  foot  solito. 

A  small  sinuous  abscess  of  a  strumous  xr^    i  ot      t    i*      •  ^       •<..  ^ 

character  exists  on  neck,  beneath  left  ,^^},Vnf^u^^^^ 

angle  of  the  jaw,  discharging  thin  mat-  'r^^llf/'Sf  if    "'*'  ^^^^'^^  "»ce 

ter    mixed    with  curd v  flalTes      Probe  re<:ommenced  the  use  of  it.    Sores  soiae. 

ter,  mixeu   wiin  curny  naKes.    rroDe  ^     heiier;  ulna  still  bare, 

passes  for  about  an  uich  under  mtegu-  _,,          ,,  . 

menis,  which  are  red  and  thin.     Gene-  UlniB  adhib.  Add.  Muriat  dilat  Coat 

ral    health    somewhat   impaired,    with  louin. 

occasional  rigors,  but,  he  says,  no  night  April  28th. — Cured, 

sweats.    Pulse  108;  tongne  clean.  cy      r  j       rri           tt           »    *        .. 

At  a  consultation  held  upon  this  case,  ^^^/^^^^  ^/^f  f'  «'^^  over  Body,  wtik. 

partial  ampuUtion  of  the  foot  was  re-  r       n  '^       ."!!!.    ^""V  r, 

commendeS,  but  I  preferred  trying  the  •^**"  T    **'  *  *  29.-Ou  leA  armare 

effect  of  medicine  in  the  first  fnstince.  ?^T*'  "'^^">  ^^'T"!?  "J  «ze  froni  aa 

Half  an  ounce  of  the  liquid  hydriodic  "l*^*"  ^^  *  ^^'Y  ^»"^?  *"  u'''?l^''\    ^ 

acid  was  prescribed  three  Hmes  a  day,  ^^Te*  are  tliin  and  well  defined ;  dia- 

and  soon  after  the  local  application  if  ^^^^Y^'*.  ^.^"^"^ ""    thm  pus,  which  coa. 

the  dilute  muriatic  acid  was  begun.    In  ^"^.^  *"^  f  ^'•''  greenisb-coloured  acahi. 

the  course  of  three  weeks  the  diseased  I»}e?"™fnt8  surrounding  sores    of  a 

bones  were  partially  dissolved  and  sof-  '•^^'*V  ^'"^J  around  left  kuee-iomt  aia 

tened,  but  tfce  fever  did  not  abate,  and  Jf  ^^''^Z  .*^'^*.  ""^  \  *»«?»'•''    ch*«cter. 

the   boy's  friends,  apprehensive  of  an  Complains  oi  occasional  severe  pam  la 

operation,  had  him  removed  from  the  •*?''^«'  especially  those  on  the  lejf     No 

jjj^ygg       '  diseased  bone  can  be  detected  with  the 

firobe.  Four  years  ago,  sores  of  a  simi- 
an.. .«^«cucr.i, «..  *.,  xTxun:..  luii, :  »/  '^»?^  appeared  on  right  ear  and  an- 
On  left  forearm  are  situated  several  «^^  of  jaw;  they  healed  in  about  two 
ulcer8,varying  in  diameter  from  half  an  months.  Disease  again  broke  out  oa 
inch  to  an  incli  and  a  half.  The  largest,  "?*«»  ^^^  <^*'^^K»  *""»»  *»^  legs,  which 
situated  on  the  anterior  aspect,  presents  K**^  ^^  completely  covered  with  scais. 
an  indolent  disc,  covered  with  pale  flab-  ^"  undergone  a  vanety  of  treatment ; 
by  granulations.  Edges  are  sharp,  and  general  health  somewhat  affected.  Ca- 
slig^tly  elevated.  The  others  have  thin  tameiiia  absent  since  attack, 
slightly-livid  margins,  and  are  with-  Sam-  ter  indies  Acid.  Hydriodic.  fss. 
out  any  appearance  of  granulations:  ex. hauatu  solutionis Amyli.  Ulcenbni 
the  discharge  which  issues  from  them  ^^[^  Calaplasma  et  post.  Ung.  Oa. 
concrtting  into  yellowish  green  scabs.  Februa';y"28;h.-SumaU  polv.  Rhei  a 
Through  one,  situated  over  lower  third  Malrnes  3ii  ^ 
of  ulna,  probe  passes,  detecting  rough  ^r  i  ^J  i  «  j  • 
bone,  and  in  June  last,  a  fragment  of  March  27th.— Sores  around  knee-jomt 
bone,  about  two  inches  in  length,  was  S**'^'^  pealed,  as  well  as  those  on  ana. 
discharged  from  this  spot.  Skin  of  ^oon  after  admission  ^we  front  teeth  of 
nearly  whole  of  foreani  is  altered  in  "PP^r.jaw  were  found  to  be  loose,  and 
appearance,  from  the  cicatrization  of  there  is  now  a  discharge  of  matter  frwii 
former  ulcers.  On  left  clavicle  is  a  ^\  5^  »«<^<>"^  »."cisor.  The  hjdnodie 
large  narrow  sore  of  a  similar  character,  «5'?^  ?^S»?n^^);  intermitted,  on  accouBt 
with  large  one  on  forearm.  «^  irntability  of  stomach. 

Those  on  the  arm  are  of  several  years'  Extrahatur      dens     incisor.       Repst 

duration;  that  on  the  clavicle  appeared  Acid.  Hydriod.  dosibus,  3U.  ter  ia- 

about  six  weeks  ago,  from  the  bursting  ^^es. 

of  a  small  abscess.     Right  knee-joint  is  April  ]2th.»Dismisscd,  cured. 
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T-    t       1 .    .  il  ..     ..  '1     T  J  about  half  an  inch  ;  surrounding'  skin 

Lnder  this  indefinite  title  I  do  not  ^fg  Hvid  hue 

comprehend  the  scrofulous  and  venereal  Sores  commenced  eight  months  ago, 

ttlcew  which  have  already  been  spoken  i^  leech-bites,  which  were  irritated  by 

of;    but   certain    anomalous   forms    of  the  application  of  a  blister.    Denies  all 

olceratioii  which  seem  to  be  dependent  constitutional  taint 

ttpon  a  defectire  state  of  the  general        n-»-«i- i?«.  n        o  —    *      •  j- 

fJnction  of  assimilation,  as  the/ deriye  ^*i^^a  ?mfl  ?,       AAhZJZ  T  '^ 

V..1    1-       ^A  r                   111*  lodid.  Amyl.  ts,      Adnibeatar  ulccn- 

mile  benefit  from  mere  local   applica-  iin«  TTno-  inAin 

turns,  and  can  onlj  be  cured  by  remedies 

•eting  on  the  system  at  large.      It  was  .  March   30th.—  Ulcers  cicatrized  ra- 

io  the  cure  of  such  specific  ulcers  that  P»<Jlj»  a"^  arc  now  nearly  healed.  They 

the  %irtues  of  iodine  were  moat  signally  ^^^^  not,  however,  made  any  progicss 

displared.  f^'.  ^^  last  ten  days,   during   which 

John  Balfour,  St.  20,  weaver.    Janu-  ioJide  of  starch  has  been  disagreeing 

•FT  4th :  On  ulnar  aspect  of  lower  half  ^*>t|>  stomach,  and,  in  consequence,  little 

of'left  fore-arm  is  a  large  irregular  ul-  used. 

cer,  with  slightly  inverted  edges,  and  Intermitt  lodid.  Amyl.      Sum.  Acid. 

aa  irritable  surface.     Dischaq^  is  thin,  Hydriod.  3ij.  ter  in  dies  more  sol. 

aad   occasionally    tinged  with    blood.  ^pril  9th. -Dismissed  cured. 
Sarroonding'  integuments  slightly  dis- 

cokNired.    Sore  commenced  about  four  jea„    Macfarlane,    at.    15,   servant. 

months  ago,  in  the  form  of  a  few  ecthy.  ^    -j  13^^.    q„  j^^^^  ^jj^    ^^     .  ^^ 

■atoQs    pustules,     which    suppurated,  ankle-joint  is  a  patch  of  a  honey-comb 

borst,  and  ulcerated,  and  it  has  been  appearance,  produced  by  an   ajrgrega- 

ipr»ding  since  by  the  formation  of  new  ^[^^  ^{  ^^all  ulcers,  averaging  about 


1 


bbed,  and  seem  to  be  disappearing,  i^^^  shewing  little  disposition  to  gra- 

Had  pnmary  sores  about  two  years  ago,  nulation,  and  their  edges  are  thickened 

with   acre   throat    some  months  after,  and  slightly  elevated.    Appears  to  have 

wards  which  w*8  treated  with  mercury  had  an  atUck  of  erysipelas  about  six 

pirthed  to  Mlivation.     Has  at  present  a  months  ago,  giving  rise  to  present  aflec 

■mco-pumleut  dischar^  from  the  ure-  ^j^^^ 

thra,  which  he  thinks  is  of  two  years'  \, .  i?«^ii     r^i  o-  •     2 

■     * .                                                  ■'  Catapl.  Emoll.    Ol.  Ricin.  xsb. 

doratiou.  *^                                   *^ 

Sum.  ter  indies  lodid.  Amvl.  Jss.  more  April   16th.-Sumnt  ter  indies  lodid. 

^'^Xgy^  Amyl.  Jss.  Curetur  ulcus  Ung.  Nitr. 

Jan.  16lh. — About  one-balf  of  sore  ^ 

has  healed,    and   the   rest  looks  rery  27lh.— Dismissed  cured. 

bealthv.     Bowels  somewhat  bound,  and  .„„,i„.,.^  i 

«•.          1-..1       e       •       ri    11  [To  be  contlnued.j 

complains  a  little  of  pain  of  belly. 

Sum.  OL  Ricin.  Jss. — ■ ■ 

The  sore  healed  completely  not  long  GANGLION, 
alter  mbove  report,  when  the  treatment 

was  altogether  directed  to  the  removal  

•f  the    ecthymatous    eruption,    which  y^  ^^^  J^rfiVor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
proved  very  obstinate. 

Margaret  M*Gillivrav,  cet.  20,  steam-  S'*» 

eaver.     March 'ist:  On  middle  I  think   it  necessary  to   inform    you. 


vcraj  aicers,  varying  iruiu  «  uuari.cr  ui  w,   *y"w,    *   "-•^   w..,^^......  ...^  >  >.^ 

n  iocb  to  fully  an  inch  in  diameter,  ganglion,  small  but  distinct,  in  the  dog. 
They  are  somewhat  irregular  in  form  ;  It  has  only  been  found  once  after  many 
ctfm  thick,  white,  and  elevated,  and  dissections,  and  may,  therefore,  be  con- 
fir  sarface  glassy.  The  upper  one  sidered  of  rare  occurrence  in  that  am- 
is deeper  than  the  rest,  probe  passing  mal.  This  circumstance  renders  it  pro- 
iato  a  sbaII   cavity  in    lU  centre  for  bable  that  it  may  occasionally  occur  m 
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the  cat,allhoilgh  my  dissections  hitherto  for  another  case  which  my  brother  had 

have  failed  to  demonstrate  it.  been  attending,  and  which  I  saw  in  the 

I  am,  sir,  course  of  it,  m  consultation  with  him. 

Your  obedient  servant,  The  following^  is  a  copy  from  his  nota 

J.  H.  Bennett.  on  the  subiect: — 

Edinbor^h,  Sept.  10, 1836.  James  Naughten,    a    pale    delicate- 

looking    lad,    12  years    of   a|fc,    was 


brought  to  the  Dispensary,  complaining 

LIVING    EARWIGS    INFESTING      of  paroxysms  of  hysterical  crying,  witE 

THE  ALIMENTARY  CANAL.  r^      '^n      **  TJ*^  appeUte.     He  wai 

frequently  attacked  with  severe  famting 

fits,  which  were  often  attended   wits 


_,_,.          y.,«^j.    ,^  spasms  of  an  epileptic  character.    Hit 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  tongue  was  whitish,  pulse  qaick  aad 

c  weak,  no  thirst,  his  bowels  quite  ftee, 

'  and,  according  to  the  account  of  hit 

As  I  have  not  seen  on  medical  record  an  parents,   not  suffering  under  anj  de. 

instance  in  which  the  common  earwig  rangement 

was  found  to  infest  the  intestine  of  a  The  symptoms  were  at  first  attributed 

human    bcin^,    perhaps  the  following  to  general  delicacy  of  habit,  and  he  wm 

cases  may  be  interesting  to  your  readers,  ordered  purgatives  of  calomel  and  jakn. 

Very  faithfullyyoure,  and  Epsom  salts,  with  bitter  inAisiiM:: 

W M.  Griffin.  These  not  appearing  to  serve  him,  tbt 

62,  OMfge-ttreet^imerick,  purgatives  were  repeated,  followed  by 

sept.^,  1030.  VOMICA,    The  same  treatment  was  jpur^ 

A  young  married  woman  had  been  ^^^v""*^  ^"^^  1^'^H.'  /•™{y»  ^^ 

complaining  for  some  time  of  distress-  ™^"^?   ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  **"'  without  the 

ing  headaches,  for  which  I  ordered  her  ^^^l\  >niprovement. 

some  Durffative  medicine.     On  mv  next  ^}  '?!?  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^?^^,  brought  hm 


ngen. 
order, 
be  the 


passed  per  anum.     It  was  the  common  T^*-"''    r  "*''"».     ,     •*"'"». 'r^, ."", 

earwig,  and  corresponded,  in  every  par-  i*?^"  ^"»™  ^'l  ^t*^*'  T''^^  ^"  " 

ticulaf,  with  the  characters  assigned  to  ^^^y  ^^'^^  «C  *^?  coleopterous 

the  coleopterous  insect  of  the    genus  *"^»  ^"  examination,  proved  to  »«  um 

Forficula.     Dr.  Pickells,   many  years  common  earwig     She  said  he  had  fek 

since,  related  a  very  extraordinary  case,  ^*'^"?   »""?«>?&  a*>o"J.   bis  throat,   and 

in  the   Irish  Transactions  of  the  King  K""»"8^  ^^^^  *.^'^  ^^  *'"  fingers,  sooa 

and   Queen's  College  of  Physicians,  in  T*  "'^i?"  passing  round  the    ends  of 

which  enormous  progenies  of  apterous.  ^T*"  »'  ^^  then  watched  for  the  momcat 

dipterous,  and  coleopterous  insecte  were  "V"^^  ^^^  ^rl?  ^«*^««n  i?«P»  and  diev 

discharged  both  by  the  mouth  and  anus,  ^^m  out.    They  were  Imn^,  and  she 

but  he  does  not  mention  the  common  Jescnbcd  them  as  so  swift  tEat  (to  u«, 

earwig  among  them;  nor  could  I  rea-  ,Hf''  T"a^u      ^^.  "nothing  could c^ 

dily  &ing  myself  to  believe  so  formi-  ^^^'^'    .  ^Jjey  died  very  speedily.     She 

dable  a  little  animal  might  infest  the  "^T  ^^^  ^^  was  sometimes   attached 

human  intestine,  without  symptoms  of  T!™  ^^f  ^  ^T  *?  •  ^J'l  «*j>™«ch  and 

greater  distress  and  ill  health  than  oc-  "**^*^  ^f  J*'®  "?^'^»  which  he  found  much 

curred  in  this  woman's  case.     She  de-  ™^J?  ^''^'^^"^  than  usual  lately, 
clared  to  me,  however,  that  she  found        ^«  was  immediately  ordered  half  aa 

it  alive  in  the  vessel  which  she  made  5""^®^  «^  ^?^  ^P'Hj  ""^  turpentine,  in  a 

use  of  on  her  bowels  being  moved,  and  <i"iugr»»t  with  mucilage,  with  directioBS 

that  it  was  not  in  it  before  then.    I  or-  }?  S^^^f  ^^^  »  ^«»«  o*^  castor-oil  three  or 

dered  her  one  or  two  doses  of  castor-oil  ^^^\.  ^^^  ^^"^  >*.    The  next  time  he 

and  turpentine,  with  some  relief  to  her  ^PP'*^.^  he  was  a  good  deal  better,  and, 

head,  but  there  was  no  further  discharge  "P^"  "i^^^^y.  whether  he  had  seen  aa/ 

of  insects.  more  of  the  insects,  he  said,  when  ne 

Considerable  doubt  might  be  enter-  medicine  operated,  he  had  passed  « « 

tained  as  to  the  fact  of  the  insect  having  r'-^"'  %    */*«»,'    all    dead.     Another 

been  discharged  per  anum  in  this  in-  ^;*<^»  s."*^*"  **.tne  former,  with  a  coune 

sUncc;    and   I    should   perhaps    have  of  tomes,  entirely  cured  him, 
thought   lightly  of  it,  had  it  not  been 
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A   REPORT 


or    THR 


Fractare  of  homenis,  simple  •  •  • 

-  compound 


SURGICAL  CASES  ADMITTED 
INTO  THE  LIVERPOOL  NOR- 
THERN  HOSPITAL, 

FrMi  tk€  96tk  Augwit  1936,  to  25<A  August, 

1836. 

7«  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sib, 

In  the  sixteenth  yolame  of  the  Medical 
Gazette,  published  in  1835,  paf^e  87, 
JOQ  inserted  a  report  of  the  surgical 
cases  admitted  into  the  Nortliem  Hosui- 
tal  during  the  preceding  year.  Will 
joo  oblige  me  by  admitting'  the  report 
vftkt  surgical  cases  for  the  last  ^ear,  in 
IB  earl  J  number  of  jour  publication  ? 
h  the  note  acoompanying  the  last  re- 
psrt  I  auted  **  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  add  thirty  beds  to  the  hospi- 
tal;* this  has  not  yet  been  done ;  conse- 
^KBlIy  tlie  number  of  beds  remain  the 
SUM,  nz.  tbiity-aeven.  It  will  not  be 
«tfl  October  next  that  the  hospital  will 
W  iDcreased,  when  we  shall  be  able  to 
scTenty-six  patients. 
I  remain,  sir, 
Tour  obedient  senrant, 

John  M.  Banner. 

8cpt.IS»  I8W. 


clavicle,  simpii 

•comminuted 


radias  and  ulna,  simple    •• 
compound 


ribs 


with  emphysema 

pelvis 

femur,  simple   

comminuted  •  • 


tibia,  simple  •  •  •  • 
compound 


4 

3 

5 

2 

6 

2 

10 

.  ■  •      4 

...       1 

...  21 

...  2 

...  3 

...  1 

tibia  and  fibula,  simple  * .  13 

— —  — compound  12 

-^— — -  fibula,  with  injury  of  ankle  5 

calcis,  comminuted 2 

— .-— '  metacarpal  bones,  &c.  com. 

pound — 9 

toes 2 

—  cuboid  bone,  compound  . .  1 

{>atel]a  3 

owcr  jaw ••....  2 

■                   scapula  (neck) 1 

— —  coracoid  process  of  scapula  1 

Gang^na  senilis 1 

Hernia   5 

'           humoralis I 


of  tbe  knee-joint.  ••••••...•• 

I,  popliteal 

.-. of    the   aorta,    ulcerating 

■bore  the  clancle 

AaUe- joint,  injnxy  of 

Aathiaz 

Bans 

I  of  tbe  foot 


4 
2 

1 
5 
1 
6 
3 

CeanarioB  of  the  brain ....  34 

3 
8 
7 
6 
7 
9 
7 
1 
1 

1 
2 
2 
6 
1 
1 
13 


Ciwnpwsiiim  of  the  brain    

Ceatasioiis  of  the  hip • 

back  

■  knee 

■ foot 

—————  arm  and  shoulder. . 
IHilecations  of  the  shoulder    

■  clavicle 

■  elbow,  compound*  • 

■  hip  into  the  foramen 


Inflammation  of  tbe  inner  structure  of 

large  joints 7 

Iritis   4 

Perineum,  laceration  of 1 

Phlegmon  and  its  terminations 12 

Poljpus  uteri • 1 

Retention  of  urine    2 

Scinhns  mamma 1 

Scalds 2 

Spine,  injury  of 2 

Suspended  animation  from  immersion 

in  water   7 

Testicle,  disease  of   • 2 

Ulceration  of  tbe  inner  structure  of 

large  joints    7 

Ulcerated  legs   13 

Veins,  varicose 2 

Wounds 14 

ofscalp 12 

—  of  cornea 1 


Total. 


343 


—  ankle 


IteakiBano 


compound 


of  the  skull,  with  compression 
.— .— —   without    urgent 


Nature  of  the  Cases, 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  were — 

247  accidents. 
134  fractures; 
106  simple, 

28  compound. 

96  cases  of  disease. 

Result, 

Out  of  tbe  whole  number — 

284  were  cured. 

4  dismissed  incurable. 
27  remain  iu  the  house. 
38  died. 
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Oeeupation,  above  the  knee-joint.     A  large  qoav' 

Of  these  eases  there  were—  tity  of  blood  was  cflused  between  the 

13G  labourers,  porters,  &c.  njnscles    and    under   the    integumrats. 

93  sailors.  ^"^  anterior  tibial  artery  was  woonded. 

53  masons,  carpenters,  &c.  5th.  Is  that  of  a  sailor,  who  met  whk 

69  women.  a  similar  accident  to  the  laftt.     lo  tliii 

case    the    fracture    extended    into  Uk 

Country.  knee-joint,  which  was  also  filled  wilk 

1.06  EnKli>h;  90  Irish;  38  Welsh;  18  blood. 

Scotch;    17   Americans;    3  Germans;   2        gth.  A  child  seven  yeare  of  age  w» 

Swedes;  2 Prussians;  1  Dane;  1  31altese ;  leaninjr   over  the  side  of  a  flat,  at  the 

13  unknown.  ti„u»  another  was  passing :  his  arm  w» 

%')  of  the  pationt««,  when  admitted  with  caujjht  between  the  two  boats,  and  cob- 

accidents,  were  in  n  state  of  intoxication.  pletely   smashed:  it  was  necessary  ti 

There   have    been   29   operntions   per-  ampntate  close  to  the  axilla. 

formed  durinp:  the  vear :    II  amputations,         7ih,  A  Prussian  sailor  was  carrvin; 

9  from  accidents, and 2  from  disease.  a  heavy  box:  he  let  it  fall,  and  with 5 

J.    ,      .     . ,  was  precipitated  into  the   hold   of  ifce 

The  nature  of  the  Accidents  reqxurwg  gi.ij,.     h^.   |,aj   injured    his    back  vfA 

Amputation,  knee  :  there  was  effusion  into  the  joinl, 

Case  1st. — A  man  was  .admitted  with  and  fracture  of  the  fibula-  close  to  tk 

compound  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  knee.     There  was  a  clean  wound  ofcr 

a  WfMind  extfudinpf  into  the  ankle  joint,  the  cuboid   bone,  which  could  be  irk 

with  severe  hiemorrhajrc.     On  exaniin-  fractured.      The   edges   of  the   woanJ 

in<if  the  foot  after  amputation,  we  found  were   brou<Tht  to^cetner  with    adfaesiie 

the  ends  of  the  tibia  and  fibula  fractured  plaster.     For  ten  days  the  patient  weri 

ill  seventeen  places;   the  anterior   and  on  well;  at  the  expiration  of  this  tiv 

e)st(>rior  tibial  arteries  were  wounded,  he   complained   or   much   pain    in  the 

uring  the  operation  the  patient  was  foot,  ana  exhibited  symptoms  of  inflao* 

very  faint ;  the  arteries  w  ere  secured,  as  matory   fever.      There    w^as    a   watoiT 

we  supposed,  and  the  patient  placed  in  discharge  from  the  wound,  which  vii 

bed.     He  had  not  been  in  bed  many  mi-  offensive  :   the  wound   looked  sloagk^' 

notes,  when  a  severe  hcemorrhage  took  The   tongue   was  furred,   and    be  va 

place ;  the  tournifjuet  was  immediately  delirious ;    the    pulse   was    quick  vik 

applied,  the  dressings  removeil,  but  no  weak.     In  a  few  days  a  slough  (otwA 

bleed inir  vessel  could  be  seen ;  the  tour-  on   the   instep,   and    another  over  tk 

niquet  was  removed,  and  the  htemorr-  inner  ankle.     The  calf  of  the  leg  fck 

hagc  had  ceased ;  the  artery  was  now  baggy ;  an  ojieiiing  was  made  into  '% 

compressed  high  up  the  thiu-b  with  the  but  without  relief;  there  was  the  saB^I 

fingers,  the  pressure  suddenly  removed,  thin   offensive  discharge.     The   syat- 1 

and  a  large  jet  was  obKerved  from  the  toms    became    more    aggravated ;  tie 

posterior  tiliial  artery,  which   was  ini-  tongue  was  brown  and  drv ;  the  pube 

mediately  secured.     The  operation  was  remarkably  quick  and  feeble.     He  ItJ 

performed  by  candlelight.  in  a  torpid  state :  he  would  not  answer 

2d.  A  pilot  bad  bis  foot  caught  in  a  questions  unless  roused;  his  breatkinf 

coil  of  rope,  when  his  hoat  was  sailinfr  was   lalmrious ;  be  had  low  muttering 

>ery  fast;  the  foot  was  nearly  torn  off,  delirium;  there   was   little  or   no  dis- 

there  was  severe  laceratitm  of  the  leg,  charge  from  the  foot;  the  sloughs  hU 

and  fractured  tibia  and  fihula.  increased.      A  consultation    was  beR 

3d.  A  sailor  fell  from  the  main-mast,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  patient  w0 

and  produced  a   compound  fracture  of  not  in  a  fit  state  to  undergo  amputatioi- 

the  humerus.   The  heme  was  much  com-  On   the  following    day   the   symptiNtf 

minuted,  and  there  was  a  wound  of  the  were  evidently  more  unfavourable,  ai^ 

brachial  artery :  the  fracture  was  close  be  appeared  to  be  dying.     The  tonp^ 

to  the  axilla.  uas   black  and   ouite  dry;    the  loitt 

4ih.  A  plasterer  fell  from  a  roof,  and  weak,  scarcely  auuible ;  (be  countenaacv 

produced   a  compound    fracture  of  the  anxious;  restlessness  of  the  extrcmitici; 

libia  and  fihula.     Close    to   the    knee,  the  skin  dry  and  hot,  which  Jiad   befi 

joint   there  was  internal  iiirmorrliage ;  the  case  from  the   first  appearance  of 

the  leg  was  nincli  distended  with  blood,  slouch;  the  bniatbing  was   more  difr 

and  quite  cold ;  the  swelling  extended  cult,  and  the  pulse  was  more  feeble  aa^ 
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fluttering.     A  consultation  was  held  on  scalds   admitted  :  three  of  those   died  ; 

this  day.     We  a<i;reed  in  thinkin^^*  that  two  severe  burns,  and  one  scald,  which 

the  patient  could  not  long*  continue  in  was  accompanied  with  nervous  delirium. 

the  state  he  was  in;  and  although  we  Out  of  tlic  fourteen  cases  of  fractured 

thought  that   the   patient   might  sink  skulls,  ten  died,  each  w  iihin  two  hours 

under  amputation,  yet  we   agreed   in  of  their  admission ;  most  of  them  in  a 

thinking    that   it   gave    him   the  only  shorter    time.     The   tre2)hine  was   not 

chance.    The  friends  consented,  and  the  used  in  tuny  of  the  cases.    On  dissection 

leg-was  removed.    Very  little  blood  was  there  was  found  in  eight  of  the  cases 

lost  during   the  operation,  which   was  fracture  through  the  base  of  the  skull, 

performed   close   to   the  patient*s  bed.  and  in   all  of  them   laceration   of  the 

He  suffered  less  than  might  have  been  brain.     There  was  only  one  case  with- 

conceived,  and  did  not  faint:  he  suflere<l  out  urgent  symntoms  :  here  there  wan 

more  in  the  removal  from  and  to  his  bed,  scalp  wound*  with  fracture  of  panetul 

than  from   the  operation.     In  twentj--  bone :  slight  exfoliation  took  place  in 

four  hours  the   tongue  became    moist,  this  case,  and  the  patient  got  well.     lu 

the  pulse  much   reduced  in  frequency,  the  other  three  cases  there  was  concus- 

and    the    countenance  more    tranquil,  sion  of  the  brain  :  these  got  well.     One 

and   he  slept      It  is    unnecessary  to  of  the   three  cases  was  attended  with 

follow  this  case  throughout  the  cure:  more  interest  than  the  others, and  I  will 

it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  he  rapidlv  relate  it. 

lost  all   his  unpleasant  symptoms,  his  ^h.  James  Hay,  ffit.  35,  a  sailor,  was 

health    improved    quickly,  the    stump  admitted  on  the  1 1th  September,  18:)5. 

bealed   kindly;   and  in  five  wee\s  he  He   had   fallen   from  the  mast  of  his 

left  the  hospital  well.  vessel.     He  was  insensible  at  the  time 

8th.  Was  a  compound  fracture  of  the  of  his  admission.  There  was  great  tu- 
tibia,  near  the  ankle  joint,  and  fracture  mefaction  over  the  right  temporal  and 
of  the  fibula  at  its  upper  third.  The  part  of  the  parietal  bones.  The  right 
patient  had  been  a  bard  drinker,  and  eye^and  its  surrounding  cellular  mem- 
was  admitted  in  an  intoxicated  state,  brane,  was  much  ecchymosod  ;  the  lower 
The  leg  was  placed  in  a  junk:  heap-  extreniitieswerecold,  and  there  was  con- 
pea  red  to  do  well  for  two  days,  when  siderable  htemorrhage  from  the  mouth : 
delirium  tremens  came  on ;  this  was  con-  this  was  much  increased  by  a  cough 
aiderably  increased  by  the  circunistance  which  occasionally  affected  him  :  the 
of  a  rat  falling  through  the  ventilator,  pulse  was  very  low  and  weak  ;  he  had 
which  was  situated  over  his  head :  it  so  not  vomited.  Warmth  was  applied  to 
alarmed  him,  that  the  idea  of  his  being  the  extremities,  leeches  to  the  temples, 
devoured  by  rats  could  not  be  got  rid  and  cold  to  the  head.  By  speaking 
of  for  three  days.  By  the  use  of  opium  loudly  to  him  he  would  rouse,  but  what 
and  stimulants  this  affection  lefl  him.  he  said  was  quite  incoherent.  This 
On  the  eighth  day  be  was  attacked  state  of  insensibility  lasted  four  days, 
with  traumatic  delirium :  he  had  violent  when  he  could  be  more  easily  roused, 
spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  though  little  better  understood.  He  frc- 
and  face :  this  tetanic  affection  increased,  qucntly  applied  his  hand  to  his  right 
and  it  was  thought  proper  to  perform  car,  and  also  to  his  side,  which  was  ex- 
amputation.  When  the  spasmodic  symp-  amined,  and  the  fourth  rib  was  found  to 
toms  subs^ided,  he  was  occasional!^'  af-  be  fractured.  On  the  fifth  day  he  coni- 
fected  with  delirium.  The  stump  was  plained  of  pain  in  the  right  ear  and 
an  unhealthy  one  ;  he  gradually  became  temple,  of  numbness  of  the  ri^ht  side  of 
weaker ;  and  on  the  tenth  day  afler  the  face ;  be  had  difficulty  in  putting 
amputation  died.  On  examining  the  out  bis  tongue,  and  experienced  difii- 
Icg*,  after  the  operation,  the  fibuU  was  culty  in  deglutition ;  this  appeared  to 
found  fractured  very  obliquely,  and  the  arise  from  pain.  He  had  had  a  tur- 
mascles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pentine  enema  administered  two  or  three 
fracture  were  dark-coloured  and  much  times  a  day;  leeches  were  daily  applied 
torn  :  this  probably  arose  from  the  rest-  to  the  head,  and  the  cold  had  been  con- 
leasness  or  the  patient,  and  from  the  tinned.  He  had  continued  to  nart  with 
ipasmodic  action.  blood  from  the  mouth,  until  the  fourth 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  cases,  dajr,  when  be  expectorated  large  qiian- 

tfaat  there  have  been  eight  bums  and  titles  of  pUb.    The  tumefaction  liacf  now 
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nearly  subsided,  and   a   fracture,  with  was  very  lar^e;  its  neck  was  tliicker 
slight  depression  of  the  upper  part  of  than  a  man's  thumb ;  there  was  not  any 
the  temporal  aud  lower  part  of  the  pa-  heemorrha^^c,  and   in   a  few   days   the 
rictal  bones,  was  very  perceptible ;  the  woman  left  the  hospital  well, 
ecchymosis  bad  also  subsided  in  the  eye-  Of  the  five  cases  of  hernia,  four  were 
Hd:    the   pupil   of  the   ri^ht  eye   was  reduced;  one  (femoral)  was  operated  on. 
found  HHich  dilated,  that  ot  the  left  con-  The  scirrhous  mamma  was  removed  in 
tractcd.     On   the  application  of  li^ht,  December    1835.       The    whole    breast 
there  was  not  any  action  of  the  right  was  removed ;  the  wound  soon  healed, 
pupil :  the  lid  was  paralysed.     The  ex-  and  the  patient  left  the  hospital.     A  few 
pcctoration  of  pus  continued  for  a  fort-  days  since  she  returned,  complaining'  of 
night,  and  then  ceased  ;  the  pain  in  the  the    symptoms    usually   attendant    ou 
bead    gradually  diminished,    and    the  scirrhus  pylori ;  she  also  complained  of 
numbness  of  the  face  was  very  slight,  pain  in  some  enlarged  glands  in  the 
He  could  swallow  with  ease  ;  his  me-  neighbourhood  of  the  cicatrix, 
niory  was  perfect,  and  he  was  perfectly  In  one  of  the  cases  of  scirrhous  mam- 
sensible;   the  pupil   remained   dilated,  ma  which  was  operated  on  last  year, 
and  the  lid  remained  paralysed.     This  the   woman  returned  in   the  course  of 
was  the  state  of  the  patient  five  weeks  eight  months  with  jaundice;  she  com- 
after  the  accident,  at  which  time  be  was  plained   of  pain  in   the  region   of  the 
obliged  to  join  his  ship.  liver^and  of  excessive  debility.     In  two 
August  27,  1836. — It  is  now  a  year  weeks  aflter  her  admission  she  died.     On 
since  the  above  accident  took  place,  and  dissection  we  found  scirrhous  liver,  scir- 
on  this  day  Hay  called  to  see  me:  he  rhous  mesentery,  and  the  commencement 
had  been  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  of  scirrhous  uterus. 
The  depression  of  bone  was  more  per-  The  twenty-nine  cases  that  were  epe- 
ceptible,  and  the  right  side  of  the  head  rated  on  did  well,  with  the  exception  of 
looked  quite  flat;  the  pupil  of  the  right  two;  one  of  which  waa  the  case  of  am- 
cye  was  much   more  dilated  than  the  putation    for    traumatic  delirium ;    the 
leA,  but  acted  freely  on  the  application  other  was  a  man  who  was  attacked  with 
of  light.    There  was  still  slignt  para-  peritoneal  inflammation   after  amputa- 
lysis  of  the  lid;  he  stated  that  he  had  tion. 

had  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  head,  ..-..^.__— .i— -^ 

and   in   the  right  ear,   particularly;  in  ^ASE  OF  LATERAL  DISLOCATION 

changes  of  the  weather;  and  occasion-  ^„  miv  irvwi?  inivT 

ally  the  imperfection  of  the  vision  of  the  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  JOINT. 

riglit  eye  was  increased     These  sym^  y^  ^^^  ^^,.,^^  ^y  ,^^  j^^^^j  Gazette. 

toms  had  gradually  got  less,  and  at  this  "^ 

time  he  felt  little  or  no  inconvenience  Sih, 

from  the  accident.  Enclosed  I  have  forwarded  the  parti- 
Out  of  the  34  cases  of  concussion  of  colars  of  a  case  of  lateral  dislocation  of 
the  brain,  one  died.  In  this  case  the  the  knee-ioint,  being  rather  an  ancom- 
symptoms  rapidly  ran  on  to  those  of  mon  accident :  I  beg  you  will  give  it  in- 
compression.  On  examining  the  bead,  aertion  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
laceration  of  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  The  man  was  a  patient  of  Mr.  Andrews, 
brain  was  discovered.  and  being  one  of  the  house  sui^ons, 
In  the  two  cases  of  popliteal  aneu-  the^  case  came  under  my  immediate 
rism  which  were  operated  on,  the  liga-  notice.— I  am,  sir, 
tares  came  away  on  the  I6th  and  ISth  Your  obedient  servant, 
days.  In  one  of  the  cases  the  patient  J*  B.  Samvel. 
bad  been  cured  by  an  operation  for  VauxhtU,  Sept.  27, 1686. 
popliteal  aneurism  on  the  opposite  leg,  Henry  Culpit,  eet.  30,  farrier,  was 
fifteen  months  before.  When  he  was  riding  a  horse  nome  from  his  employer's 
admitted  into  the  hospital  the  first  time,  on  the  22d  last  month,  when  the  animal 
it  was  thought  that  there  was  disease  became  restive,  and  in  rearing,  fell,  the 
throughout  the  arterial  system.  He  re-  mltu  being  under :  he  was  immediately 
covered  well  afler  both  operations,  and  brought  to  the  London  Hospital,  when 
is  again  following  his  employment  as  he  was  found  to  have  sustained  the 
an  engineer.  above-named  injury.  The  external  con- 
Thc  polypus  uteri  was  excised ;  it  dyle  of  the  femur  occupied  the  inner 
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articulating'  surface  of  the  tibia,  the 
other  fonning  a  considerable  projection 
on  the  inner  siile  of  the  knee ;  there  was 
slight  flexion  of  the  leg",  with  eversion 
of  the  foot.  Mr.  Palmer  and  ni^'sclf, 
the  house  surgeons  for  the  week,  by 
making^  extension  and  eounter-exten- 
fiion,  easily  succeeded  in  reducing*  it. 
The  limb  was  afterwards  placed  on  pil- 
lows. It  in  almost  unnecessary  to  add 
that  it  was  followed  by  immense  swell- 
ing" of  the  joint,  which  required  the 
repeated  a|rpIication  of  leeches,  warm 
fniiientations,  ^c,  under  the  use  of 
which  it  rapidly  subsided.  There  was 
no  constitutional  disturbance. 


ANALYSIS    OF    AN    ANOMALOUS 

SPECBfEN   OF  DIABETIC 

URINE. 


The  constitution  of  healthy  urine  may 
be  represented  by  the  same  formula,  as 
follows  :— 


Water    

Urea  

Extractive  soluble  in  wnlcr, 
and  extractive  soluble  in  al- 
cohol  and   water  —  ammo 
niaeal  sails 

Alkaline  salts    

Earthy  salts 

Lithie  acid  and  vesical  mucus*  •> 


0330 
30  I 

18 1> 

l()0 

1-0 
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To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sib, 

HiiovLD  i\\€  following  obscrTations  be 
c<»nsidered  worthy  of  notice,  you  will 
obU^c  nie  by  inserting*  them  in  your 
Gazette. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  O.  Rees. 

59,  Goilford- Street,  RoMell-Sqnare, 
Oct.  5,  1«36. 

A  specimen  of  urine,  supposed  to  be 
that  of  a  diabetic  patient,  was  lately 
sent  Bie  for  examination  b^  my  friend 
Mr.  Ediiiborougb.  On  takinfiif  the  spe- 
cific iipavity  of  the  fluid,  I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  it  was  far  beiow  the  healthy 
standard,  being'  only  1008. 

I  was  induced  to  make  a  particular 
examination  of  this  specimen,  in  order 
to  ascertain  in  which  of  the  solid  ingre- 
dicDts  of  the  urine  this  deficiency  oc- 
corred ;  or  whether  the  low  specific  gra- 
vity was  caused  by  a  dilution  of  the 
secretion,  while  it  retained  its  solid  in- 
gredients in  normal  proportion. 

I  sobioin  the  result  of  analysis,  as 
precuredf  from  1000  grains  :— 


Water    9850 

Urem 102 

Extract! Te  soluble  in  water,  ^ 
not  soluble  in  alcohol— am-  >      0*9 

moniacal  salts   ) 

Alkalinesalto 3-5 

Earthy  ditto 0-4 

Tnuxs  of  lithie  add  and  ? esical 
mncas. 


It  will  he  remarked  on  exaniiuin;);- 
thcse  analyses,  that  the  diseased  speci- 
men is  entirely  wanting-  in  the  extrac- 
tive soluble  in  alcohol  and  water,  and 
that  the  extractive  soluble  in  water  only, 
is  in  very  small  proportion.  The  nrea, 
if  taken  in  relative  (juautity  to  the  solid 
constituents  of  the  diseased  nrine,  will 
be  seen  to  exceed  by  far  the  proj)ortion 
which  that  principle  bears  to  the  quan- 
tity of  solid  matter  in  tlie  healthy  iluid. 
The  proportion  of  alkaline  salts,  if 
taken  in  relation  to  the  propor- 
tion of  solid  matter,  will  be  nearly 
normal. 

This  diseased  specimen  is  ihereforc  to 
be  regarded  as  a  dilute  urine,  in  which 
the  urea  has  entirely  supplied  the  place 
of  the  extractive  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
water;  and,  in  part,  thats(dnb]e  in  wa- 
ter  only.  The  urea  obtained  durinji^f  this 
examination  was  so  ])urc,  that  it 
crvstallized  from  the  first  alcoholic 
solution  in  perfectly  white  four-sided 
prisms. 

The  proportion  of  solid  matter  in 
healthy  urnie  is  67  grs.  in  UMX)  g-rs. 
30"  1  (or  less  than  half)  being-  urea, 
The  solid  matter  of  the  diseased  speci- 
men under  consideration  forms  15  g-rs. 
only,  in  the  1000  g-rs.,  I0'2  (or  more 
than  two-thirds)  being  urea. 

This  diseased  condition  of  urine  is 
nearly  allied  to  tliat  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Prout  in  his  work  on  the  Urine,  Sec. ; 
diflering  only  in  possessing  a  very  light 
specific  gravity.  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  entire  absence  of  the  extractive  so- 
luble in  alcohol  and  water  has  ever,  till 
now,  been  shewn  in  the  analysis  of  dis- 
eased urine. 


lOOOO 
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EXTRAORDINARY  VERDICT  OF  A  were  perfectly  satisfactory.    From  the 

CORONER'S  JURY  sulphuret  of  arsenic  obtained,  splendid 

coatings  of  the   metal   were   procured, 

IN  A  CASE  or  SUSPECTED  POISONING.  and  from  this,  brilliant  crystals  of  arse> 

nious  acid.       From   the  quarter   of  a 

^ain  of  arseniuret  of  copper  I  succeeded 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  in  deriving  a  sufficient  number  of  crys- 

^  tals  to  form  a  conclusive  opinion  of  the 

'                     1    I      1     J.  presence  of  the  poison. 

Having  just  perused  the  leadingr  arti-  The  fact  of  the  presence  of  arsenic 

cle  in  your  numbrr  for  the  13th  instant,  was  made  known  by  the  surgeon  before 

Jam  induced  to  send  you  the  following  mentioned  to  the  coroner,— a  non-pro- 

account  of  an  occurrence  which  came  fessional  individual,  but  one  who  has 

under  ray  observation  in  this  neighbour-  long    beld   the   office,— who   expressed 

hood.     If  it  possesses  no  other  value,  it  great  dissatisfaction  to  him  on  account 

will  at  least  prove  that  there  is  urgent  of  his  having  /ire««m«</ to  examine  the 

necessity   for   the   community  and  the  body  before  the  inquest  had  been  held, 

legislature  to  view  with  suspicion  and  —became  extremely  indignant,— asserU 

distrust    the   published    reports  of  co-  ed  that  he  was  lia\)le  to  an  action  for 

rollers;    and   that  it  is  incumbent    on  daring,  without  his  authority,  to  exa- 

thcm  to  demand  an  increased  efficiency    mine  the  body and  so  on. 

from  these  persons  as  well  as  the  medi-  At  the  inqiest,  this  individual,  from 

cal  witnesses,  in  the  discharge  of  their  whose  lips  the  coroner  had   heard,  as  a 

imnortant  duties.  positive   certainty,   that  the   poor  girl 

On  the  28th  oflast  June  a  surgeon  of  was  destroyed     by    arsenic,    was    not 


<lied    under    suspicious    circumstances,  tract,  it  is  probable  that  the  jury  were 

The  i»revious  evening  she  retired  to  bed  kept  in  complete  ignorance  of  it. 
m  perfect  health  and  excellent  spints, 

about  ten  o'clock,  after  making  a  supper  Extract  from  the  Stamford  Mercury 
of  boiled  milk.  She  was  said  to  nave  of  July  8,  1836. 
been  unusually  cheerful  in  the  evening,  a  Qn  Thuisday,  the  30th  ult,  an  in- 
and  had  been  dancing.  About  twelve  quest  was  held  at  Swinethorp,  before 
o'clock  her  mistress  was  disturbed  by  ft.  Bunyan,  gent.,  coroner,  on  the 
her  moans,  and  noise  produced  by  vo-  body  of  Sarah  Maltby,  aged  16,  who 
mitiug,  and  w;ent  to  her  assistance,  died  suddenly,  on  the  tuesday  morning 
She  was  vomiting,  and  appeared  very  previous.  It  appeared  that  the  deceased 
iaiut,  and  said  she  suflered  severe  was  servant  to  Mr.  Bottomley,  and  had 
pam  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  She  was  ^tired  to  rest  in  apparent  good  health, 
conveyed  to  a  window,  and  being  some-  At  about  12  o'clock  she  was  seized  with 
what  refreshed,  back  again  to  bed,—  ^  violent  pain  in  her  stomach  ;  her  mis- 
grew  worse  and  worse,  and  died,  %n  the  tress  got  up,  and  took  her  to  the  win- 
arm*  o/Aer  mi*fre«,  aboul  four  o'clock,  dow,  and,  after  remaining  there  for 
before  medical  assistance  could  be  oh-  gome  time,  she  somewhat  recovered,  and 


arsenic,  that  any  one  having  an  eye  denly.'" 

practised    in    the  morbid  appearances  j  ^{^^\\  „ot  encroach  upon  your  useful 

produced  by  this  poison,   would   have  time,  sir,    by  making    any    comment 

drawn  that  conclusion ;    and  this  was  ^pon  the  inaccuracies  of  the  itatemenM 

declared  byonewhosaw  It,  without  any  ,,fthe  circumstances    which   is  placed 

acquaintance    with  the  history  of  the  i^fo^e  the  public ;  the  object  is  percep- 

case.    The  tests  for  arsenic  m  the  hands  tible  —  I  am  sir 

of  these  medical  men,— the  gentleman  *     your  obedient  serrant, 

who  made  the  cadavenc  inspection,  and  Indicator. 

two  others  to  whom  he  hau  given  por-  Lomloo,  Auff.M,  168(1. 

tions  of  the  contents  of  the  stomacn,—  — — 


HOMCEOPATHY  AND  ITS  LATE  POINGS.  55 

ANALYSES  akdNOTICESof BOOKS,  ejijoy  a  deligrhtful  rccreitioii  in  the  cul- 

tiYatiou   of  many  of  the   eleufant  pro- 
ductions   of   nature,    of     uhich     tney 

"'•'*"''r:"rfg«"-rA?.lV.';T!'''*''"  might    perhap.,  never  have  hcani,  but 

for  such  a  work  as  this ;  the  cheapness 

,-,,„,.  ^            ...                   .  f  of  which   puts   it  within  the  reach  of 

The   Rotnni^;    contatmng    accuratehf  ^„^''  Xo  such  of  our  readers  as 

cofoured  Figures  of  tenHer  and  hardy  jj,reajy  possess  a   taste  for  botany,  no 

OrHamenial    PiantM    wtih    Descnp.  f„„her  recoran.endation    is   necessary; 

fw^s       Conducted     by  B.    Maund,  while,  for  those  who  are  yet  unacquaint- 

F.L  S.    assisted   by   Professor  Hen-  ^j   .yj^h  it,  we  do  not  know  any  work 

SLOW   410.  To  be  continued  Monthly.  ^^^^^  calculated  to  inspire  a  love  for  it, 

*^**'  *•                  ,  a::d  gratify  it  when  awakened. 

SSiNCE  botany*  which,  as  some  are   of  ^__^ 

opinion,  never  should    haye   been   di-  == 

Torred  from  medicine,  of  which  it  has  \%r>T\tnMki     n*  k  r,  ornrn  r» 

lufo  aptl^-  styled  "the  hand-maid,"  has  MEDICAL   G  A Z.E  PTE. 

been  aifnin  included  in  the  curriculum  c*  ^    j       ^  ^  r     01  oo<* 

«f  meSical  education  in  this  country,  Saturday,  October  8,  1836. 

▼artt»us    works    have   appeared,  calcu>  

lated    to  assist    the    student    in    acquir-  «  Licet  omnlbu.,  Ucet  etlam  mlhl.  dlgnitatei» 

mg  a    knowledge    of  the  princiules    of  Artis  Uediem  tunrii   poteKtus  mudo  veuiendi  in 

the  science.  Something  was  still  want-  publicum  kit,  diceodipericuium  uohwcubo.*' 

inif,   which,  by  appealing  to  the  cor-  Cicbro. 

poreal    as    well    as    the    mental    eye, 

should   Uke  captive,  as  it  were,  two  HOMCEOPATHY  AND  ITS  LATE 
senses    ai    once,  and    so    ensure    the  DOINGS, 
entrance  of  knowledge  by  two  loop- 
hole*.    A  work  with  pictorial  illustra-  The  death  of  Malibran,  lamented  as  it 
tiont  conld  alone  do  this.    Such    a  one  is  by  the  community  at  large,  and  as  it 
appears  likelr  to  be  supplied   by  that  must  be  by  a  great  portion  of  the  civi- 
of  which  we  nave  copied  the  title  above,  r     j        ij    l               i    '^         i^ 
A  gcKHJ  introductory  iiotice  explains  the  ^'^f  ^'orld,  has  proved,  it  would  seem 
natiire  of  the  assistance  it  is  calculated  rather  a  God-send  to  a  small  knot  of 
t»  afford ;  the  plates  are  well  engraved,  ignorant   but  mischievous    pretenders: 
and   most  exquisitely   coloured,   while  mem  by  whom  any  kind  of  notice,  even 
the    de:*criptive     letter-nress     conveys  ^^^^^  onginating  in  a  calamity  itself, 
much  scieiitinc  and  popular  information  ,                   j                 •  •       t       /» 
rn^pecting  the  plants  delineated.     The  ™"st  be  esteemed  as  a  positive  benefit. 
great  peculiarity  of  this  work  seems  to  The  disaster  to  which  we  regret  to  have 
be,  that  the  objecU  figured  are  not,  as  to  allude  has  conferred  a  transient  noto- 

?  '^\  ''^u  *'"•  '^^"^^  ■*  ''^]^^^^  '°-  nety,  however  unenviable,  on  the  honnBo. 

diiiduals,  but  as  members  of  the  vege-  ,:                         ,.                       , 

Ubie  kingdom,  having  affinities  to  other  ;»a'^'<^  practices;  andit  was  amcrechance 

iidjridusns.     It  therefore  leads  to  the  that  it  did  not  do  more.     HomcDopathy 

CMi!4diTation   of  the   principles   of  the  wanted  but  another  step  to  put  it  on  a 

lutaral  method  of  botany    and  induces  f^^^-        ^^^h  ^he   htjaeian  quackery  — 

the  reader  to  take  comprehensive  views  ,         ii-  .        r                   »     •          ^ 

«.fthe   planu   which  come  before  him,  the  publicity  of  a  coroners  inquest;  a 

io  rr^pect    to    th<Mr  organization  and  distinction  which  it  had  just  now  nearly 

phvsiology.     On  this  account,  medical  obtained. 

itedeuu  are  likely  to  feel  more  interest-  ^Ve  do  not  mean  to  impugn  the  judg- 
ed in  it,  and  it  will  constitute  a  valuable  ^    r    I                .1              .1 
companion   for    them,    when  pursuing  tncnt  of  those  gentlemen- the  comnut- 

Iheir  studies,  and  a  pleading  manual  to  tee  at   Manchester— who   decided  that 

refer  to  when  settled  in  practice,  and  an  inquest  in  Madame  Malibrau's  case 

»*iding,  as  many  will  be,  if  not  altoge.  ^.^uij  h^ve   been   improper,   or  might 

tfcer  io  the   country,   at  least  in  houses  /.  •  i    u     j*            a      -.i       u..*  ..,«  ^u 

•in    pirfens    atticbed,    where,    dur-  f»"'X  ^e  dispensed  w.th.     But  we  ob, 

Mf  Uieir  bourn   of  leisure,  thej    may  ject  to  such  a  decision  in  thcabsliact: 
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strict  justice  would  demand,  that  if  the  rived  from  the  soundest  experience,  were 

Morisonian  manslaughters  be   exposed  duly  put  in  practice, 

aud  punished  as  they  deserve,  the  Hah-  But  homceopathy  does  not  even  pos- 

nemannian  doings,  which  also  deal  in-  sess  this    negative   quality    on    which 

sidiously  and  destructively  with  human  to  rest  its  defence.     It  plays  upon  the 

life,  should  certainly  not  be  screened.  imagination  of  its  dupes:  it  works  upon 

Some    gentle   reader   may,  perhaps,  them  by  certain  pretended  latent  affini- 

suppose  that  we  are  too  severe  on  the  ties,  as  Mesmerism  used  to  do  in  the 

disciples  of  Hahnemann:   that,  at  the  golden  days  of  animal  magnetism  :  and 

worst,  they  are  but  harmless  quacks;  in  this  employment  of  a  powerful  in- 

and   that   their  doses  being  infinitely  strumenty'for  good  or  evil,  it  but  too  of- 

small,  arecapable,  accordingly,  of  doing  ten  operates  mischievously  on  suscepti- 

infinitely  little  mischief.     We  deny  the  ble  constitutions.     It  may  happen,  bj 

inference,  and  must  insist  on  the  cor-  its  intrinsic  inertness,  to  do  no  harm, 

rectness  of  our  principle.    The  doses,  but    the    chances    are    almost   wholly 

we  will    suppose  for    argument   sake,  against  such  a  result* 

are  in  themselves  perfectly  innocuous ;  Here,  then,  is  a  system,  pretendiag 

yet  such  doses,  when  given  at  a  moment  to  belong  to  medicine,  to  be  itself  medi- 

when  energetic  practice  is  required,  are  cine  re-organized    and    reformed^-jel 

fraught  with  danger ;  and  when  an  ig-  playing  in  the  dark,  practising  secredj, 

norant  practitioner,  professing  homoeo-  and  now  and  then  Taunting  of  the  ui- 

pathy,  rashly  takes  upon  him  the  re-  affable  virtues  of  imperceptible  parttdet 

sponsibility  of  a  critical  case,  flinging  of  matter.  How  long  is  medical  scienoe^ 

away  the  moments  that  are  most  pre-  extended  and  enlightened  as  it  has  been 

cious,  and  on  the  right  employment  of  of  late  years,  to  afford  the  paasport  of 

which  the  balance  of  life  or  death  turns,  its  name  to  audacious  adventaren  that 

we  say  that  such  a  practitioner  is  guilty  using  it  for  the  vilest  purposes  ?     And 

of  a  great  crime,  and  merits  the  sternest  will  a  community,  ever  professing  to 

visitation  of  the  law.    In  acute  disease,  enjoy  the  benefits  of  diffused  informa- 

and  cases  similar  to  that  of  the  unfortu-  tion,  always  remain  blind  to  soch  pdpa- 

nate  Malibran,  the  expecting  practice,  ble  fraud  ? 

as  it  has  been  called,  or  the  "  leaving  all  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  said  by  some  of 

to  nature''— even  if  homoeopathy  were  as  the  brazen  impostors  who  support  the 

harmless  as  that — were  to  throw  over-  scheme,  that  all  this  is  set  forth  in  igno- 

board  our  helm,  sheet  anchor,  and  all  ranee:  that Hahnemannism has  not  got 

that  might    contribute  to    our  safety,  fair   play:    that    prejudice    is   strong 

and  to  trust  to  the  mercies  of  a  provi-  against  it,  and  it  has  never  obtained  a 

dence  that  ever  frowns  on  the  inactive,  trial.    This  is  all  false :  the  sjrstem  (sya- 

In  the  most  stupidly  savage  state  of  tem !)  is  perfectly  well  known  as  far  as  it 

society,  nothing  more  barbarous  could  is  intelligible:  its  principles  (!)  are  as 

be  done.   When  the  means  of  depiction,  thoroughly  understood   by    the    gene- 

or  lowering  the  system,  on  the  one  hand,  rality  of  well-informed  medical  men,  as 

or  those    of   stimulating    it,    on    the  by  the  homoeopaths   themselves:    bot 

other,  offer  the  only  hope  of  preserva-  what  is  better  still,  the  fruits  of  the  sys- 

tion,  homoeopathy— taking  even  the  most  tem,  as  they  occasionally  come  before 

favourable  view  of  it — sits  still  and  does  the  public,  are  closely  observed  and  ap  • 

nothing, — while  it  promises  as  much  as,  preciated.    Dare  they   deny,  too,  that 

nay,  more  than,  if  the  rules  of  art,  de-  they  have  had  fair  trial — when,  not  to 
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speak  of  others,  Andral,  in  the  largest  Malibran — let  the  remedies  be  kept  se- 
and  best  appointed  hospital  in  the  cret,  and  the  assistance  of  eminent 
French  metropolis,  afforded  everj  oppor-  practitioners  be  declined — let  only  this 
tunity  tothec]e?crest  of  thehomccopaths,  he  done — the  catastrophe  will  be  certain 
and  found  that  thej  failed  to  make  good  —and  we  shall  warrant  tbem  publicity 
their  pretensions  ?  enough.    The  public  w  ill  have  a  right 

But  what  right  have  the/,  we  would    to  learn  (hen,  who  are  they  that,  under 
a^k,    to   claim    such    an    indulgence  ?    the  guise   of  authorized  practitioners. 
What  have  they  done  to  entitle  them  to    tamper  with  the  lives  of  the  liege  sub- 
so  macb  confidence  as  to  have  the  lives    jects;  and  the  coroner  will  take  care  to 
of  patients  committed   to  them  for  ex-    investigate  the  matter  fully.     Xor  will 
periment?    Let  them  give  us  the  gua-    it  serve  the  turn  of  those  who  may  then 
rantee  of  even  one  physician  of  emi-    shrink  from  the  consequences  of  their 
ncnce,  who  will  assure  us  that  we  can    doings,  to  Induce  the  nearest  relative 
conscientiously    trust    to     Hahueman.    of  the   deceased   to  quit  the  kingdom, 
nism   in  any  one  case.    They  ha^e  no    and  to  enjoin  that  the  body  shall  not  be 
such   surety  to  offer.    Yet  here  have    meddled  with — save  for  tlie  purpose  of 
these  medical  St  Simonians  been  for    burying  it  with  all  privacy  and  despatch, 
years  endeavouring  to  make  a  stand,  and    Such    things    as    these    cannot    again 
have  produced,  after  all,  nothing  better    occur.     Homoeopathy  must  have  a  trial ; 
than  their  Belluomini  (by  importation),    it  must  have,  it  has  a  right  to  have,  the 
and   their  Quin:  we  had  almost  for-    same  publicity  and   attention    as   has 
gotten — their  Uwins,  save  the  mark !    heen  bestowed   on  its  rival  system  — 
When  we  inquire  for  their  literature,    that  of  Morison. 

—  their  knights  of  the  pen  —  we  find  

their  champion  in  the  person  of  a  wor-  Since  the  preceding  remarks  were 
thy  son  of  the  church,  whose  talent  wriuen,  a  letter  from  M.  Belluomini, 
fcr  ioTective  and  the  misapplication  of  the  homoeopath  who  attended  Madame 
text!  of  scriptore,  forms  his  chief  claim  Malibran  in  her  fatal  illness,  has  ap- 
to  poblic  attention.  We  have  had  a  peared  in  the  newspapers.  Tht  Doctor ^ 
specimen  of  him,  and  can  truly  say  among  other  weak  and  silly  thing^s, 
Aat  we  congratulate  Hahnemannism  on  says,  that  afler  a  careful  examination, 
die  possession  of  such  a  mild,  meek,  dis-  he  found  that  '*  the  viscera  of  the  chest 
creet^and  sagacioos  partisan.  Therehave  and  abdomen  had  not  been  attacked 
hcen  others  also,  who,  like  Dr.  Uwins,  with  malady," — and  yet  that  "  the  first 
have  fiiToared  the  world  with  a  silly  effect  of  the  medicines  was  to  allay  the 
pamphlet,  or  a  set  of  apociyphal  cases,  cough  a  little;"  and  again,  that  *'somc 
from  time  to  time ;  hut  they  have  all  hours  after,  the  fever  increased,  and  the 
long  since  gone  down  the  channel  into  cough  and  delirium  returned."  Wo 
the  tentina  of  oblivion !  should  infer  from  his  account  (and  un- 

And  these  are  the  creatures  that  talk  fortunately  we  have  no  other)  that  the 
of  the  envy  and  prejudice  of  the  medi-  ill-fated  lady  had  iuflammation  of 
eal  proAnsion,  and  who  call  for  a  fair  the  chest,  and  was  suffered  to  die 
trial.  It  is  likely  they  will  have  honueopathically.  Dr,  B.,  we  should 
tbu;  perhaps  sooner  than  they  could  further  observe,  carefully  concealing 
wish.  Let  them  only  get  possession  of  his  treatment,  says,  "  I  immediately 
another  case  like  the  recent  one— let  set  to  work  to  administer  to  the  patient 
the  treatment  be,  as  moch  as  possible,  thoic  remedies  which  I  thought  desira- 
Kke  that  applied   to    the    nnfortunate    6/e;"  but  not  a  word  as  to  what  they 
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were.     He  did  not  wish    to   meet   the  not  less  than  67/.  \2s.  to  pupils  who 

highly  respectable    medical    men   pre-  have  not  a  nomination,  and  63/.  2s.  to 

piously     in    attendance:     "I    do    not  those  who  have.     But  for  Mr. Wakley's 

think  it  necessary,*'  was  his  answer  on  ad?ocacy,  this    disparity    might  hare 

being"   asked  to  do  so !     So   much  for  escaped  notice :  so  much  for  having  aa 

homcBopathy,  and    its   fair    and    open  indiscreet  friend ! 

^^^^*"^'                To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

AMOUNT  OF  FEES  AT  DIFFERENT  Sir, 

MEDICAL  SCHOOLS.  In  the  tabular  view  of  the  Amount  of 

T,          ,         ,       1'i.rii          -i.      Ill-  Fees  at  the  different  Schools  for  attend- 

From  the  note  which  follows,  it  will  be  ,„^^  ^„   ^^e  Lectures  required  by  the 

seen  that  some   gentlemen  have  mis-  College    of  Surgeons  and   Society  of 

understood  the  table  of  fees  inserted  at  Apothecaries,you  have  stated  the  amount 

page  26  of  our  last  number.     We  did  «[  ^<^es  at  the   Medical  School  of  St 

"^7                    .L                 *     L         J     *  Bartholomew's  Hospital  to  be65/.  2f.; 

not  compare    the   amount  charged   at  whereas  by  the  Prospectus  of  the  School 

different  schools  for  the  shortest  period  it  appears  that  the  total  expense  for  the 

which  will  enable  a  pupil  to  apply  for  above  purposes  is  57/.  Idit. 

examination  at  the  College  of  Surgeons  ,  As  this  inaccuracy  is  likely  to  mislead, 

c     •  »        r   A     «i                  u  4.  I  write  to  request  that  you  will  correct 

or    Society   of  Apotnecanes,    but   our  ...                 ^^          u'^t           y     ^ 

.     ,    .         r       t           1.    .     1           -  It  m  your  next  number. — I  am,  sir, 

calculation  referred  to  unlimiied  attend-  Your  obedient  servant, 

ance,  because  wc  knew  that  the  great  W.  J.  Batntin, 

majority  of  pupils  take  perpetual  tickcU  ^"'**^^  *»'  »*»*  Muwiua. 

for  most  of  the  courses,  viz.  Anatomy,  ^*-  ®*  o^tlTlSS.^"*'^****' 

Medicine,    Surgery,    and    Midwifery  ;  

and  we  therefore  thought  that  the  most  ACCIDENTS  IN  MINES, 

useful  table  to  them  would  be  one  show-  from   explosions  or  fire  damp. 

ing  the  expense  of  unlimited  attendance  Jhe  public  attention  is  erer  and  anon 

on   all   the  lectures  entering   into  the  painfully  called  to  this  subject ;  yet  it  is 

curricula  of  the  Corporate  Bodies.     But  surprising  with   how  little  effect.     No 

if,  instead  of  taking  perpetual  tickets,  %^V,^  ^^^  ^'^^^^,  V^  government  for  af- 

^,             n       ^*          1        r    .L  fording  protection  from  the  frequent  loss 

they  confine  themselves  to  the  courses  ^f  lireVhich  occurs  in  the coafdistricts, 

absolutely  required,  then   the  amount  nor  do  the  mine-owners  profit  in  the 

will  be  somewhat  less  than  in  our  table,  least  by   the  sad    experience  they  ob- 

Thus,   as  stated   by   Mr.   Bayntin,   at  ^^"   ^^  constantly,   of   the    inefficient 

o.   D    *u  1           1    XT      •<.  1    •»  L  means  which  they   have   hitherto   em- 

St.  Bartholomew  s  Hospital,  it  becomes  pl„yed  for  preventing  accidents.     Only 

reduced  to  67/.  15*. ;    and  we  may  add,  last  week  a  fresh  explosion  of  fire-damp 

that    at    Guy's     the    reduction    is    to  destroyed  eleven  persons,  at  Newcastle- 

66/.  Us. ;  at  London  Hospiul,  to  50/.:  underlLine,  where  the  work  was  being 

•  «4     r"^        »      *      Af\                     -.u  carried  on   with  common  candles:   the 

at  ot.   Georges,  to   49  iruineas :    the  .i-  *   r*u               »    •                «  *     • 

."     *                *             >    ••  ^  verdictof  the  coroner's  jury  was,  "Acci- 

Aldersgate  School,  35  guineas,  &c.  &c.  dental  death."     How  that  can  be  called 

Our  object  was  to  refute  the  misre-  accident^  of  which  the  probabilities  are 

presentations   in    the  Lancet,  as  to  the  »«  manifest,  is  to  us  an  enigma. 

alleged  cheapness  of  University   Col-  ^'  ''  ""^^'^  *  ,{?«'"  ^/V^^^  ^«  '"^^^^ 

,      *               *                                 -^  some  remarks  on  this  subject,  suggest- 

lege,  which    we    demonstrated    unan-  jng,  that  a  regularly  organized  boanl  of 

swerably   to  be   by   much  the  dearest  visitoi-s,  or  commissioners,  appointed  at 

school   in   London.     According  to  the  the  Home  Office,  should  superintend  the 

present  calculation  («.  e.  of  the  expense  ?»^?^f  «<*  '^f  »n"»"f  districts;  and  we 

'      .        ,                   ^    -        ,  .  ,     ,  insisted  on  the  speedy  adoption  of  those 

of  those  lectures  merely  \vhich  the  cor-  ja^ps  which  had  been  proved  to  be  per- 

porate   bodies  require),  the  amount  is  fectly  secure.    The  government  has  re- 
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mained  supine  in  the  matter,  notwith-  shall  at  present  canBne  myself.  As  to  the 
sUndingr  toe  strong  representations  con-  constitution  and  properties  of  the  gas  met 
taincd  in  the  Report  of  the  Parliament  ^^^^^  in  our  mines,  T  believe  these  were 
lary  Committee :  but  we  are  glad  to  find  perfectly  analysed  and  as  thoroughly  un- 
Chat  a  proper  spirit  has  begun  to  prevail,  <Je"tood  by  the  illustrious  Da?y  as  by  any 
tr>acbincr  the  necessity  of  iruardinff  "odern  chemist ;  consequently  the  non- 
more  effectually  against  the  explosive  ®***!!??  ""^  ^"^  hydrogen  cannot  be 
-uM»  met  Witt  in  the  collieries"   The  Z^^W.Jl^nruJ  discovery.    Again,  as 

5*,^ :*..^r.L    Tfc         1          •                 ^  to  the  nigh  or  low  explosive  power  of  any 

insecurity  of  the  Dav  v- lamp  in  curreti/*  ^^  ^f  ^l,  ^i„„^  I  believe  he  was  also 

?^  «Af  mmfl6/e  air  (the  very  emergency  ?ally  aware  that  the  explosive  or  detonat- 

ID    which    Its  services  would    be   most  ing  power  existed  only  when  such  gas  was 

needed),  has  been  demonstrated  to  the  diluted  to  a  certain  point  with  atroosphe- 

conviclion    even   of  the  most  incredu-  ric  air,  and  that  when  the  dilution  was 

l«>us;    and   the  superior  merits  of  that  either  above  or  below  such  point,  that 

lamp  which  stood  every  test  and  ordeal  eminent  man  knew,  though  inflammable, 

to  which  it  was  submitted,  in  presence  ^^^  mixture  would  not  explode.    He  was 

of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  — we  ^^  *^^^  ^^^^  *  certain  degree  of  at- 

DMsan   that  of  Messre.   Upton  and  Ro-  ™«»Pheric  pressure  was  essential  to  deto- 

berts-are  now  almost  universally  ac  "*i!'*";    ^  ,''T!i."'''^  ^""^  ^^^  T^^  "°* 

knnwledired  portant  part  of  the  extract,  viz.  the  asser. 

117     • "     *  J    .     J          i_       .•  r    *•  tion  "  that  no  gas  existed  in  mines  against 

We   have  derived  much  satisfacUon  which  the  Davy  Lamp  was  not  a  sufficient 

from  the  perasal  of  the  subioiued.  letter  protection."      Had    this  statement  been 

from  Dr.  Fife,  of  Newcastle:  it  wijl  he  made  prior  to  the  publication  of  the  e\i- 

recollected   that    this    gentleman,    last  deuce  Uken  and  the  experiments  made 

year,  wmte  a  pamohlet  on  the  fatal  ac-  before  the  parliamentary  committee  "on 

cident  which  bad  stiortly  before  occurred  accidents  in  mines,"  I  should  have  been 

at  Walsall,  and   by  which   above   100  less  surprised ;  as  it  is,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 

live*  were  lost  in  a  moment*.    Among  conceive  upon  what  grounds  any  scientific 

the  preventives  which  he  then  suggest-  ^^y  ^^^^  advance  such  a  statement,  as 


ed,  the  construction   of  perfect  Davy-  theya//acy  of  the  Davy  I^mp  is  by  that 

lamps  was  dwelt  on  as  of  paramount  evidence  and  those  experiments  full^ 

importance.     Dr.  Fife,  at  that  time,  im-  KI'JIh  '  ^f^  n^^T.^'L.^^^^ 

f'-^t     •    f       J  •    *L          r    .•        r  al  investigation,  no  one  could  iKJiieve  more 

nliciUy  believed  in  the  perfection  of  the  g^j   J„  ^^^  g^^^ty  of  the  Daw  Lamp 

Davy,  if  It  were  only  properly  made  and  than  I  did ;  I  am  now,  however,  not  only 

duly  attended  to.     He  even  challenged  from  the  testimouy  of  practical  miners  and 

the  statement  of  any  well-authenticated  the  experiments  of  scienti6c  chemists,  but 

ca-v  tending  to  invalidate  his  opinion,  also  from  the  repetition  of  those  experi- 

I^'t  OS  now  see  his  present  impressions  as  ments  myself,  fully  convinced  of  my  error, 

expressed  in  the  following  letter  to  the  and  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  endea- 

Editor  of  the  Newcastle  Journal.     We  v«"r  to  correct  the  propagation  of  an  un- 

havc  only  to  add,  that  we  think  the  Doc-  funded  assertion,  the  only  tendency  of 

tor'scandour  does  him  great  credit:—  ^*»»fh  would  be  to  give   unwarrantable 

confidence  to  the  miner,  and  possibly  lead 

In  reading  the  Caurant  of  the  3d  inst.,  to  farther  sacrifice  of  valuable  lives. 

■y  attention  was  arrested   by  the  sub-  George  Fife,  M.D. 

joiDetl  passage  in  the  report  of  the  «  Natn-  Eldon- Square.  Sept.  15, 1886. 
lal  Hintory  S<iciety,"  read  at  its  seventh 

aaeiverMiry   meeting.      The  report  con-    

eloded  bv' enumerating  the  papers  which  ^^^,„^„„^  x,^^»,  »  .^.r^^Tm    .r^ 

hta  bcen'read  at  the  several  ilieitings  dnr-  PROJECTED  POOR  LAW  CLUB  AT 

iag  the  year,  and  the  investigation  which  CAMBERWELL. 

had  been  made  of  the  Mining  Ga»  in  this  

fiitrirt,  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  ^_     ,     _,.          ^_     -,,.     ,^ 

•Ueged  to    be  of  so  highly  explosive  a  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

■ttire  as  that  the  Davy  Lamp  was  not  a  |g,j^ 

—^-^ — It  pn>tcction  against  it.    The  re-  ' 


•ltoflhe'examinationwas."thatnofree  From  the  great  impartiality  with  which 

Hnimi  was  found,  or  any  otlicr  highly  y""!  J""rnaj  is  conducted,  I  am  induced  to 

cifk^  gas  against  which  the  lamp  in  ««"d  vo«  a  few  lines  respecting  the  medi- 

MtioD  wasnota  sufficient  protection."  ^al  club  intended  to  be  formed  m   the 

ta the  Utft  sentence  of  the  above  extract  I  parish  of  Camberwell. 

-  According  to  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 

•  ict  UmmcMt,  OABBTTB,  vol.  xvli.  p.  Ii6,  Act,  no  further  medical  relief  will  be  given 
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to  the  poor  of  this  parish  after  the  25th  of  the  Walworth,  Blackfriars'  Road,  Londan 

March  next,  (except  in  the  workhouse) :  to  Road,  Kent  Road,  Trinity  Street,  Union 

avert  the  evils  of  such  a  measure,  it  was  Street,  Blackman  Street,  and  Newingtoo, 

recommended  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  thinking  it  absurd  to  suppose  that  any  of 

that  an  independent  medical  club  be  form-  the  meaical  men  residing  in  the  omitted 

ed  to  attend  the  poorer  classes,  for  such  districts  would  be  appointed  to  attend  the 

small  sums  as  they,  with  the  annual  sub-  Camber  well  district 

scriptions,  might  be  able  to  afford.    With  In  order  to  guard  against  any  misappre- 

this  object  in  view,  a  meeting  of  the  resi-  hension,  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  names 

dent  practitioners  was  called,  in  order  to  stated  as  favourable,  are  those  giren  in  to 

make  rules  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  the  Guardians,  as  fully  agreeing  to  the 

to  divide  the  parish  into  districts,  leaving  principle;  and  it  was  their  intention  to 

the  poor  the  option  of  selecting  any  one  of  have  made  some  required  alterations  in  the 

the  medical  men  of  the  district  to  attend  scale  of  remuneration,  as  well  as  to  bafe 

them,  upon  subscribing  a  small  sum  to  the  excluded  domestic  servants  in  sitnation, 

club,  which  sum  was  to  be  paid  whether  and  to  have  reduced  the  scale  of  eligible 

ill  or  well,  the  scale  of  charges  varying  ac-  members,  from  those  receiving  S&t,  a  wttk 

cording  to  the  number  of  the  family.  Judge,  down  to  25i.    Other  alterations,  especially 

then,  of  the  surpries,  not  to  say  indigna-  that  regarding  midwifery  cases,  were  in 

tion,  of  the  resident  medical  practitioners  contemplation  to  be  proposed  at  tlie  veiy 

who  were  favourable  to  the  measure,  upon  meeting  when  the  operation  of  cruAing  was 

entering  the  room,    to  find  it  occupied  so  powerfully  applied  to  the  system  by  the 

almost  entirely  by  medical  men  collected  practitioners  of  Walworth  and  neigfabonr- 

from  different  parts,  the  migority  having  hood. 

no  connexion  whatever  with  Camberwel^  After  this  plain  statementjl  confess  that 

and  whose  avowed  object  was  adetermina-  notwithstanding  all  that  has  yet  been  said 

tion,  as  one  of  them  expressed  it,  to  crash  or  written  on  the  subject,  I  cannot  see 

the  measure ;  applying  to  those  who  were  why    the  -medical    men    of  Camberwdl 

willing  to  lend  tbeir  support,  terms  of  no  should  allow  themselves  to  be  dictated  to 

measured  censure,  and  making  up  by  cla-  by  those  in  no  way  connected  with  the 

mour  what  they  were  deficient  in  argn-  Cfamberwell   district,  and  suffer  them  to 

ment ;  in  fact  there  was  not  a  single  argu-  decide  the  question  whether  it  is  expedient 

ment  against  the  principle  i  the  only  word  to  form  a  Medical  Club'  or  not     I  tmst 

that  could  be  heard  '  ever  and  anon '  above  the  medical  men  ofCamberwell  will  assert 

the  din  and  eonfunan  that  prevailed,  were  their  independence  by  deciding  this  qaes- 

black  iheep,  degrading^  lowering  the  dignity  tion  for  themselves, 

and  honour  of  the  profession;  and  some  By  inserting  these  remaiksy  yon  will 

gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  talk  of  post-  greatly  oblige 

ing  the  names  of  all  who  were  favourable  A  Cimberwbll  Practitioiibx. 

to  the  measure ;  no  doubt,  in  order  that  q^|^  3  ^g^^ 

"we  petty  men  shonld  walk  under  his  •  «       • 


huge  legs  to  find  ourselves  dishonourable 

graves,"  and  with  a  view  that  we  might  NEW  FARTHING  CLUB;   OR  ME- 

be  denounced  by  our  brother  practitioners.  rrnnPAT  tt  a  v    f  virTisjrri?QrmA  a  ¥ 

After  witnessing  such  a  scene  as  this,  pray  TROPOLI  TAN    IWI-  miT£81HAL 

spare  us  from  nearing  any  more  of  the  DISPENSARY. 

cant  about  the  liberality  and  honour  of  the  (p^^  ^^^  Medic0^Chirurgkal  Reviaw.) 

profession.    In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  ^^    °                   "^ 
transmit  the  names  of  those  who  "(to  their 

praise  be  it  spoken)"  are  willing  to  lend  A  prospectus  of  this  important  institntloo 

their  assistance  to  the  much  abused  medi-  ^as  JQst  reached  us.    It  is  to  be  under  the 

cal  dub.  direct  patronage  of  a  Prince  of  the  Blood, 

a  distinguished  Earl,  and  many  of  the 

Practitionen  favourabU  to    the  forming  of  nobility   and   gentry.     Its  own  merits^ 

iho  Club.  however,  will  insure  it  universal  approlMt- 

Mr.  Bean,  Mr.  Wm.  Bean,  Mr.  Tobias  ^01^  ^^^  support.  The  superintendence  of 

Browne,  Mr.  John  Browne,  Mr.  Forbes,  the  Dispensary  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 

Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Hughes,  Mr.  King,  and  ''o^r  of  the  most  experienced  hom obpa. 

Mr.  Young.  thists  of  this  country.    It  is  on  a  plan  so 

UnfovourabU.  much  superior  to   the  penny-clulxB  now 

Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Bristowe,  Mr.  Massey,  ^1^^^'°*^ -!!J'  It"  "^"i^^^/ru^*^  l^  "^ 

and  Mr.  Scriishire.                                ^  soon  supersede  them  aU.    1  he  subscnp- 

tion  IS  to  be  only  one  fonhing  per  head  per 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  I  confine  my-  annum  !     We  may  calculate  that,  taking 

self  to  the  Cambenoeil  district,  leaving  out  the  rich  with  the  poor,  there  is  an  expeu- 

the  Peckham  and  Dulwich  districts;  also  diture,  in  London,  of  twenty  shillings  per 
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head,  on  medical  attendance  and  medicines    to  parliament  ag:ainst  homopopatby)  will 

—and  as  the  Metropolitan Dispensan-  will     be  ruined  by  the  "atomic  doses"  of  the 

do  away  entirely  with  the  heavy  fees  and     Infinitesimal  Dispensary.     The  College  of 

long  bill  of  physicians,  surgeons,  (except-     Physicians,  being  mined  already,  tliinks 

ing  for  operations),  apothecaries,  and  chc-     it  useless  to  remonstrate.     I  he  College  of 

mists,  the  sa?ing  to  the  public  of  this     Surgeons,  though  they  will  still  have  the 

capital  will  be  more  than  a  million  an-    monojiolv  of  operations,   are  prepanng, 

Ni-ALLY ! !  nevertheless,  to   petition  the  legislature. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  whole    because  they  well  know  that,  though  sur- 

population  will  subscribe  at  once;    but,    gery  is  their  professiony  physic  is  the  best 

under  such    patronage,  a  charter  of  in-    part  of  their  practice.     The  apothecaries 

corporation  will  certainly  be  obtained  next    may,  of  course,   shut  up  shop— and  all 

lessioD,   and    thus    iU    success    will    be    those  drug- palaces,    whose   windows,  at 

f^cure,  night,  look  like  constellations  of  ethenal 

Four  homoeopathic  laboratories  are  to  fire- 
be  esUblished,  namely,  at  the  CheUea  "  flmmmUque  ImlUnte  pyropo  - 
Water  Works,  on  Primrose  Hill — at  the  must  be  converted  into  gin-shops  or  soda- 
New  River  Head — at  South  Lambeth—  water  manufactories.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
and  at  Hampstead.  From  these  sources  that  government  may,  in  charity,  grant  a 
infinitesimal  doses  of  the  choicest  ho-  free  passage  to  Australia  for,  at  least, 
moBopathic  remedies  will  be  daily  issued,  twenty  thousand  allopath ics,  who  will 
not  only  for  the  cure,  but  for  the  preven-  thus  be  thrown  out  of  work  in  this  metro- 
tion  of  all  diseases.    Thus  it  is   calcu-    polis. 

lated  that,  when  scariatina  breaks  out.  These  are  little  specks  of  evil  attendant 
a  daily  solution  of  twenty  grains  of  bella-  on  a  public— a  universal  blessing.  The 
donna  in  the  Chelsea  reservoir,  will  pro-  homoeopathic  superintendants  have  hn- 
teet  all  individnak  (within  the  range  of  manely  determined  to  station  one  of  their 
that  company)  against  the  scarlet  fever,  eldves,  with  a  few  small  vials  and  pots, 
brsidei'  coring  those  who  have  actually  some  miles  beyond  Oxford,  in  order  to 
caught  the  disease.  If  cholera  re  appears,  medicate  the  stream  of  the  Thames,  for  the 
a  lump  of  camphor  is  to  be  thrown  into  benefit  of  the  University,  Maidenhead, 
each  of  the  four  reservoirs,  the  emanations  Windsor,  Kingston,  Richmond,  and  the 
from  which  will  soon  check  the  Asiatic  various  towns  along  the  river  as  far  as 
pestilence  ^"  Gravesend.   It  is  calculated  that  a  scruple 

The  great  beauty  of  the  infinitesimal  of  oxymnriate  of  mercury,  and  three  pinU 
system  u  this,  that  each  remedy  will  only  of  fiuid  extract  of  sarsaparilla,  thrown  into 
grapple  with,  or  prevent,  those  diseases  the  Thames  at  Fulham,  will  prove  a 
that  are  of  its  own  nature  —  **  simiua  powerful  alterative  for  all  those  who  drink 
SIM  1LIBC8  ccaANTua."  Thus  a  fcw  gnuus  the  water  supplied  by  the  Chelsea  and 
of  aconite  daily  dissolved  in  each  of  the  South  Lambetb  Companies.  A  much 
reservoirs,  will  cure  or  prevent  all  the  smaller  quantity  will  do  for  the  New  River 
aconite  diseases  of  this  overgrown  metro-  Head.  Infinitessimal  Dispensaries  will, 
polis,  without  producing  any  effect  on  without  doubt,  be  established  in  all  the 
those  in  health,  or  modifying  any  other  great  cities  and  towns  of  England.  And, 
diseases  or  remedies.  as  the  present  race  of  practitioners  will 

The  saving  of  money  will  be  the  certainly  be  the  last  of  their  kind,  so  our 
smallest  part  of  the  benents  which  must  great  medical  schools,  and  even  our  hospi- 
flow  from  this  most  fortunate  discovery,  tals,  will  shortly  vanish  from  the  scene. 
In  a  few  years,  all  diseases,  excepting  Homoeopathic  doses  of  medicine  will  na- 
those  resulting  from  casualties,  will  dis-  turally  require  but  *'  atomic  doses"  of  the 
appear,  or-  nearly  so,  and  the  value  of  life  science  on  which  medicine  depends.  In. 
will  be  so  enhanced,  that  the  insurance  deed,  we  see  no  reason  why,  on  the  homoe- 
offices  will  be  able  to  reduce  their  pre-  opathic  system,  we  should  undergo  the 
miums  nearly  one.half!  The  g^ef,  drudgeryof  studying  anatomy,  physiology, 
anxiety,  and  sorrow  of  families,  for  the  therapobia,  or  chemistry.  A  very  few  lue- 
loss  of  children,  &c.  will  be  prevented,  as  dicaments,  divided  and  subdivided  into 
idl  people  will  then  die  the  death  of  inappreciable  tenuity,  are  endued  with  the 
Nature,  far  beyond  the  obsolete  boundary  power  of  penetrating  the  most  minute  tis- 
of  three- score  years  and  ten.  sues  of  the  human  fabric— with  the  in. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  there  is  no  un-  stinctive  sagacity — the  more  than  chemical 
mixed  good  in  this  world.  Certain  orders  affinity,  of  searehing  out,  seizing,  and 
of  society,  now  flourishing,  will  be  re-  coalescing  with  their  "  similitudes"  in 
dneed  to  beggary.  The  Apothecaries'  these  remote  recesses,— and  there  neu- 
Company  (who  are  getting  up  a  petition    tralizing  their  morbid  qualities,  and  ex- 

■  pelling  them  ultimately  from  the  body! 

•  Ste  Dr.  Uwlns*s  psmphict.  If  this  be  not  the  miUcnDium  of  medicine, 


63  REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

we  can  foiro  no  idea  of  what  a  milennium  who  bad  leMencd  Uw  fn^ppeBdence  of  the 

is!      Homeopathy    has,    we    conceive,  profeMion  fSw  more  than   I  have.     As  an 

brought  us  to   the  verge  of  this  happy  instance,  I  transcribe  the  following  from 

epoch ;  and  the  infinitessimal  physician  is  the  parish  minute  book :— 

entitled  to  the  infinite  gratitude  of  man-  "  We  engage  to  attend   the  poor  of 

]il„d  I  Aylesbury  in  the  town,  and  all  adjacent 

P.S.— We  have  just  learnt  a  piece  of  towns  and  villages  within  ten  miless  in 

corious  information.      It  is  this:     Ever  every  case  of  sickness  and   surgery  — to 

lince  the  new  Poor  Law  Act  came  into  furnish  trusses,  bandages,  and  leeches— to 

operation,  a  celebrated  homceopathist  of  include  all  the  midwifery  cases— and  to 

this  metropolis  has  been  giving  lectures  on  return  any  money  for  attendance  on  extra 

the  infinitessimal  art,  to  pupils  who  have  paupers,  or  fee  due  to  us  for  attendance  on 

«  passed  the  Hall,"  and  who  are  qualify-  coroners*   inqnests,  for  the  sum    of  forty 

ing  for  the  office   of  <*  contract  doctors"  pounds,  from  April  10,  1805,  to  April  10, 

throughout  the  provincial  districts.    We  1836,  payable ,  by  equal    quarterly  pay- 

have  now  a  solution  of  the  low  rates  at  ments. 

which   these    undertakers    contract   to  (Signed)    —&——,  Surgeons, 

attend  the  sick  poor.    The  homceopathic  _,             ,  ^.        *  *   i    i.               •  .  ^ 

system  will  enable  these  praciitioners  to  The  popnlation  of  Avlesbnry  consisbiof 

liat   the   ALLOPATHics  clian  out  of  the  5000  inhabitants,  and  tliepaupenzeds^^ 

field!     The   training  requires   about  six  of    his  county  is  we  1  known;  the  leader 

weeks,  and  the  whole  apparatus  medica-  ^»»  therefore   readily  perceive   that  the 

minuin  consists  of  a  few  bottles  of  medi-  above    paltry   stipend    is    infinitely    less 

cated  mustard  seed,  labelled  "  homoeopa-  lucraUve  than  «,y  system  of  charges, 

thic  pills."    Our  informant  shewed  us  a  1  remain,  sir, 

single  formula,  and  the  mwh  of  prepara-  **»»"  respacirully, 

tion  is  the  same  in  all.    Five   grains  of  •'•  ^  maeshal. 

extract  of  aconite  are  dissolved  in  a  pint  Aylesbury,  Sept.  27,  I8W. 
of  distilled  water,   and  the    solution    is 


poured  oft*  clear.     Into  this  is  put  a  pint  REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS   AND 
of  white  mustard  seed.     In  a  few  hours  DEATHS, 

the  seeds  swell  and  absorb  the  whole  of  ^___^ 

the  ...lutioD.    They  are  then  spread  out  in  y^  ^^^  £^,.,^^  ^y  ^^^  Medical  Gazettt. 
the  open  air,  when  they  soon  shnnk  back  -^ 

to  their  original  dimensions,  being,  how-  Sir, 

ever,  impregnated  with  the  aconite,  and  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that,  from  the  to- 
fit  for  use.  The  dose  is  from  1  to  10  of  tal  want  of  accurate  information  regarding 
these  aconite  pills.  The  mustard  seed  is  the  causes  of  deaths  in  this  countrv,  the 
medicated  or  imbued  with  alll  other  arti-  scienie  of  medical  statistics  is  retarded  ia 
cles  of  the  homaeopathic  pharmacopoeia  its  progress.  It  is  therefore  extraordinary, 
in  the  same  way.  The  cost  of  physickine  that  now  an  opportunity  is  ofiered  to  t&e 
a  large  parish  on  the  "  atomic  plan,"  will,  medical  profession  to  ensure  the  most 
it  is  supposed,  not  exceed  half  a  crown  per  accurate  reports,  by  taking  the  registra- 
annum.  tion  into  their  own  hands,  they  shoiud,  (as 
has  in  many  instances  been  the  case)  refuse 

CHEAP  PHYSIC  AT  AYLESBURY,  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  registrars  under  the 

new  act.    The  refusal  must  arue  either 

To  ike  Editor  of  tke  Medical  Ga»Ue.  IZu'^^^^^^A^^l  ^l^^S^ 

Sir,  f^om  not  ha\ing  considered  the  important 

In  the  Medical  Gazette  of  the   10th  aid  it  is  now  in  our  power  to  give  to 

inst.  I  perceive  a  letter  of  a  correspon-  science.     If  the  former  be  the  objection,  it 

dent   who  signs  himself  '*  An  Observer,"  has  probably  been  overlooked,  that  no  per- 

and  who  aflfccts  disgust  with  my  circular  son  can  obtain  burial  without  the  regis- 

of  terms;  but  Suflerer,  I  conceive,  would  trar*s  certificate.     This  will  ensure  him 

have  been  a  more  appropriate  cog^nomen.  immediate  information  of   every    death. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Editor,  to  obsen'c,  had  without  having  to  seek  for  it;  and  in  the 

the  writer  been  a  mtre  observer,  and  actu-  ease  of  births,  children  unregistered  within 

ated  by  impartial  feelings,  he  would  have  six  months  will  not  be  legal  inheritors  of 

preceded  his  sarcasm  by  a  candid  avowal  property.      There  can,  therefore,  be  no 

of  the  degraded  state  of  the  profession,  in  doubt  of  the  registrar  having  notice  of  all 

this  quarter  long    ere  the  **  Hand  Bill"  births,  save  those,  perhaps,  of  the  absolute 

appeared.     In  my  opinion,  the  base  mo-  pauper,  and  of  them  intelligence  can  be 

tive  cf  revenge,  or  self-interest,  prompted  readily  obtained  from  the  relieving  oificer 

the  *'  Observer"  to  attack  meindhidually,  of  the  district.    In  the  latter  case,  were 

and  allow  others  to  pass  with  impunity,  the  registration  in  the  hands  of  our  pro- 
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fession,  the  following  fact.%  important  to 
the  public  health,  mi^ht  be  established. 

The  number  of  deaths  by  disea^-es 
known  to  attend  particular  profes 
sions  and  trades.  ^ 

The  number,  and  nature,  of  the  I    a, 

fatal  diseases  of  particular  districts  \    ^ 
-  •  '     *  fl 


or  localities,  in   comparison  with 
other  districts. 

The  rare  fatality  of  some,  and  1  SJ 
the  frequent  fatality  of  other,  mala-  1  g 
dies.  •   ^ 

The  remuneration  (payable  from  the 
Board  of  Guardians)  is  2».  Gd.  each  fur  the 
first  twenty  entries  in  every  year,  and  li. 
each  for  every  succeeding  entry,  with  an 
additifmal  5».  for  the  registration  of  every 
birth  of  which  the  regi<trar  has  not  had 
notice  within  forty-two  days. 

But  it  ought  not  to  be  considered  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  so  much  as  a 
means  of  advancing  medical  science. 

In  foreign  states,  where  the  registration 
of  births  and  deaths  is  chiefly  confined  to 
medical  men,  the  most  beneficial  results 
are  known  to  ensue,  while,  as  I  have  before 
said,  our  statistics  are  notoriously  defi- 
cient.— I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  sen'ant, 

T.  G. 

September  28,  1886. 

CASE  OF  ANEURISM  OF  THE  THO- 
RACIC  DUCT. 

Br  Dr.  Albers,  of  Bonn. 

The  patient,  a  man  of  fifty  one,  died  of 
abscess  of  t^e  liver.  On  examining  the 
body  after  death,  Dr.  Albers  found,  in  the 
region  of  the  solar  plexus,  amongst  several 
biu^  cartilaginous  tumors,  an  elastic  soft 
&ne,  with  a  half- transparent  tegument.  It 
was  knotty,  and  about  the  shape  of  a  fig. 
At  first  he  took  it  for  an  hydatid ;  but  it 
was  soon  discovered  that  it  was  bound  by 
membranous  bands  in  several  places,  and 
that  a  canal  led  into  it,  both  above  and  be- 
low. It  contained  a  quantity  of  fluid 
lymph,  in  which  flaky  matter  was  sus- 
pended. The  internal  surface  of  the 
tumor  was  smooth  and  uniform.  A 
sound  could  be  passed  up  the  canal,  both 
superiorly  and  inferiorly.  In  the  latter 
direction  its  course  was  followed,  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that  the  tumor 
was  an  aneurism  of  the  thoracic  duct.  Its 
parietes  were  thicker  and  firmer  than 
those  where  the  duct  had  not  lost  its  nor- 
mal calibre. 

Dr.  Albers  has  only  seen  one  similar 
case,  viz.  a  dilatation  of  the  cvstemachyli, 
found  at  the  examination  of  a  dropsical 
patient. 

It  is  singular  that  the  thoracic  duct 
b  not  oftencr  aflected  by  the  diseases  of 


surrounding  organs.   How  often  it  is  com- 
pressed in  the  scrofulous  ar.d  consumptive, 
by  enlarged   glans,   tumors,    &,c. !       But 
these  comjireysions  are  not  attended   by 
corresponding  dilatations,  as  is  the  case 
with  arteries  and  veins.    Dr.  A.  has  seen  a 
case  in   which  the  thoracic  duct,  in    the 
middle  of  its  course,  had  been  reduced  by 
pressure   to   such    a    small  calibre,  that 
it  would  not  admit  even  a  bristle.  In  ano- 
ther case  the  canal  was  altogether  oblite- 
rated; but  in  neither  was  the  ctilibre  of 
the  canal  below  the  narrowed  i>art  altered 
by  the  compression.   (See  also  Itokitanski, 
Austrian   Annals,  vol.   xvii.    p.    411.)     The 
cause  of  this  absent  e  of  dilatation  in  eases 
of  compression  lies,  doubtless,  in  tlie  na- 
ture of  the  fluid,  in  the  weakness  of  its 
current,  and  also  in  the  fact   that  there 
must   be  more   branches  of  the   thoracic 
duct  anastomosing  with  the  venous  system 
than   is  generally  supposed.     A   proof  of 
this  is,  that  in  children  in  whom  the  cali- 
ber of  the  duct  has  been  materially  nar- 
rowed, no  emaciation  has  followed  in  con- 
sequence. Wutzur  has  discovered  a  branch 
of  the  thoracic  duct  leading  into  the  veua 
azygos.      The  most  frequent  cases  of  dila- 
tation of  lymphatic  vessels  are  those  in 
which  they  contain  tuberculous,   scrofu- 
lous, and  cancerous  matters.     Numerous 
descriptions  of  such  cases  are  foui.tl  in  the 
works  of  Cruveilhier  and  Carswcll. — Hun- 
noversche  AnriaUn,  and  BntUh  and   Foreign 
Medical  Review, 


NEW  METHOD   OF   PRESERVING 
DEAD  BODIES. 

By  Dr.  Tranchina,  of  Palermo. 

The  results  of  this  method  were  first  pub- 
lished in  the  Sicilian  journal  La  Cerere,  in 
May,  1831;  but  the  actual   process   was 
first  made  known  and  openly  practised  by 
the  author,  ou  the  11th  May,  183o,  in  the 
military  hospital,  Delia  Trinit^,  at  Naples. 
The  operation  consists  in  the  injeetion  of 
the  body,  through  ths  carotid  artcrv,  with 
a   solution   or  mixture  of  two  pounds  of 
arsenic  in  twenty  or  twenty- four  pounds 
of  water,  or  spirit  of  wine,  coloured  with  a 
little  red  lead  or  cinnabar;   and  in  the  in- 
troducing, by  means  of  a  trocar,  into  the 
abdominal  cavity,  the  same  solution,  in 
cases  where  putrefaction  had  made  some 
progress.     In  some  cases  it  appears  also 
that  the  solution  is  injected  into  the  anus, 
nostrils,  &c.      By  this  process  the  body  is 
kept  fresh,  flexible,  without  smell,  and  of 
its  natural  colour,  during  more  than  two 
months;  after  which   it  gradually   dries, 
hardens,  becomes  of  a  darker  colour,  and 
can  be  preserved  for  years.     F<»r  tliis  dis- 
covery, the  great  importance  of  which  is 
self-evident,  and  for  its  public  disclosure, 
Dr,  Tranchina  has  been  presented,  by  the 
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King  of  Naples,  with  the  sam  of  3000 
ducats,  has  been  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
knight  of  the  order  of  Francis  I.,  and  ap- 
pointed military  sargeon  of  the  second 
c\tLSS,^British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
Oct.  1836. 

CHARINGCROSS  HOSPITAL. 

A  MEETING  was  held  in  Great  Windmill 
Street,  on  Monday,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  expressing  the  opinion  of  the 
medical  pablic  with  regard  to  the  recent 
transactions  at  the  Charing.Cross  Hospital. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Birkbeck,  but 
he  was  not  supported  by  any  such  numbers, 
or  by  such  members  of  the  profession,  as 
to  give  weight  to  the  proceedings.  Reso- 
lutions were  passed  condemnatory  of  the 
plan  on  which  the  hospital  is  conducted, 
and  much  disapprobation  expressed  of 
Mr.  Howship's  conduct  in  giving  Mr. 
Pettigrew  500/. ;  but  we  are  not  aware  of 
any  censure  having  been  passed  on  the 
latter  for  accepting  it 

We  quite  agree  with  the  resolution 
declaring  the  office  of  **  Director"  an  ab- 
surdity, but  the  time  and  manner  in  which 
public  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
subject  give  it  all  the  air  of  private  pique. 
We  cannot  compliment  any  of  the  parties 
on  the  figure  they  make,  and  would  advise 
them  not  to  intrude  themselves  upon  the 
public  unless  they  have  something  to  ad- 
duce much  more  to  the  point  than  any 
thing  which  has  yet  appeared. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HATE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

September  29,  1836. 
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William  James  Clark,  Sklpton  Bridge,  Yorkshire. 

Richard  Ley,  Newton  Abbott. 
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George  Eveleigh. 
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Joseph  Parkin,  Workington,  Cumberland. 

Charles  Frederick  Jenkins,  Thames  Ditton. 
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Thomas  Wright,  Wolverhampton. 

Henry  Poole  Palmer,  Winterbourne,  Bristol. 

Alexander  Wright,  Birmingham. 

James  Cowherd,  Kendal. 

Thomas  Troran,  Exeter. 

William  Field,  Tong. 
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Age  and  Debility . 

84 

Inflammation 

15 

Apoplexy      .       . 

S 

Bowels  Sc  Stomach 

Asthma 

6 

Brain 

Cancer 

3 

Lungs  and  Pleura 

Chlhibirth     . 

1 

Insanity 

Consumption        • 
Convulsions         • 

65 

Liver,  diseased     . 

SO 

Mcaxles         •        • 

Croup    . 

1 

Mortification         • 

Dentition  orTeetbing  8 

Paralysis       .        . 

Dropsy 

12 

Rheumatism         • 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain 

8 

Scrofula 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest 

J 

Small-poz     •       • 
Sore   Throat    and 

10 

Epilepsv 
Erysipelas 

1 

2 

Qttinsey    . 

Fever     . 

9 

Thrush 

Fever,  Scarlet      • 

2 

Tumor           •        • 

Fever,  Typhus     . 

4 

Worms          • 

Gout      .        •       • 

1 

Uuknown  Caases 

Haemorrhage 

2 

Heart,  diseased   . 

1 

Casualties 

8 

Hooping  Cough   .  ~ 

I 

Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  1   g. 
the  preceding  week               .        .5 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 
Kept  at  EDMONTCif ,  Latitude  51<*  37'  SV  N, 
Lotigitude  0°  S'  51"  W.  rfGremmeh. 
'Sept,  1836. 

Thursday .  23 
Friday  .  .  28 
Saturday  .  34 
Sunday  .  .  25 
Monday .  .  38 
Tuesday .  .  27 
Wednesday38 


THxanuMRTan. 

from  80  to  86 

80  83 

61  67 

60  68 

66  67 

66  65 

49  68 


Barombtsr. 

80*]6to80  10 

29V3  2993 

80  02  80-01 

80-04  80-10 

8006  29-93 

29-76  S9-78 

29-66  89*68 


Prevallinr  winds.  W.  by  8.,  and  S.W. 

Except  the  24th,  26th,  and  afternoon  of  tht 
26th,  generally  cloudy  >  rain  on  the  S8d  and  3Mu 
A  little  thunder  in  the  moruing  of  the  38th. 

Rain  fkllen,  -376  of  an  inch. 

The  sodden  and  great  change  in  the  temperi" 
tnre  from  the  33d  to  the  28d,  la  worthy  of  parti- 
cular remark. 


Thursday  .  39 
Friday.  .  .  80 

Oct, 
Saturday  .  1 
Sunday .  .  3 
Monday.  .  8 
Tuesday  .  4 
Wednesday  5 


from  49  to  60 
42      62 


86 
89 
41 
80 
83 


68 
62 
60 
68 
66 


39  38  to  9946 
39  33      2960 


2988 
3916 
39-86 
39-41 
39-73 


80^ 
2936 
29.86 
29-61 
29-88 


Prevallling  Winds,  W.  by  S.  and  N.W. 
Except  the  2d,  4th,  and  6th,  generally  clondy, 
with  frequent  rain. 
Rain  fallen,  1  Inch,  and  -825  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 

NOTICES. 

Introductory  Lectures. — We  really 
cannot  make  room  for  "  Introductory  Lec- 
tures." Such  addresses  we  presume  to 
have  been  heard  by  the  only  parties  to 
whom  they  can  be  useful;— we  mean  the 
pupils  at  the  several  schools:  for  others 
they  do  not  possess  sufficient  interest  to 
warrant  us  in  giving  them  insertion. 

Mr.  Walker's  reply  has  been  received. 

Wilson  ft  Son,  Printcrsi  67|Skinucr*8tt  Loodoa* 
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LECTURES  ftnd  therefore   maj  consent  or  disagree 

to  marriage;  if  prored  to  have  sufficient 

o"  discretion,  she  may  at  this  age  also  be- 

novoTi^    m*wxT/^TmTi7  queath  her  personal  estate:  at  fourteen  she 

»REIf8IC    MEDICINE;         i^^t  years  of  legal  discretion,  and  may 


wdmttkt 


MBj .    c  ,    I  ^  Hi-  J-  •        choose  her  guardian;  at  seveuteett  may  be 

Aidengau  Schcol  rf  UedicmB,    ^^  execntril;  and  at  twenty.one  may  \iis. 

Bt  Wiixiam  Cummin,  M.D.  Po»e  ©^  hexf^M  and  lan^.    Again,  with 

respect  to  criminal  liabilities  and  immoni. 
■  ties,  a  person  under  twenty-one  (being  in 

the  eye  of  the  law  an  Infant)  is  privi. 
LxcrrKE  III.  leged  as  to  common  misdemeanors,  so  as  to 


of  Human  Life^Infaney  ^®    "    liable    to    suffer    the    prescribed 

^                •'        •'      ^'  penalties,     if    he    be    above     fourteen. 

iist  tobjcct  of  a  special  nature  to  A  felonious  crime  still  further  abridges 

I  iball  call  yoar  attention,  is  Age.  the   privilege   of    age :    for    infants    of 

considermtion  of  age  is  an  element  ten   have    been    hauged    for    murder  — 

osteveryinvestigatinn  undertaken  by  the    evidence    of    malice    having    been 

edical  jurist.    Whether  his  inauiries  clearly  made  out :  and  it  is  only  under  the 

lative  to  the  living  or  the  dead —  age  of  Mt-^n  that  a  person  cannot  be  guilty 

er  bis    object  be   to  ascertain   the  of  felony;  for  then  it  is  considered  that  a 

ty  of  an  individual,  or  to  appreciate  the  felonious  discretion  is  almost  an  Impossi- 

I  and  nature  of  personal  injuries —  bility  in  nature. 

rther  his  researches  bear  on  questions  In  all  such  cases,  where  there  is  no  do- 

Imtion,  pregnancy,  parturition,  stcri-  cumentary  evidence  of  age  to  produce — 

in  all  tliese,  and  a  number  of  other  a  circumstance  far  from  uncommon  in  a 

ees,  which  I  ceed  not  stay  to  enu-  country  like  this,  so  negligent  hitherto  in 

e,  as  yon  will  be  better  prepared  to  respect  to  registries  of   birth,  and  even 

ite  their  importance  hereafter,  age  of  baptism — there  is  obviously  no  other 

et  to  be  duly  considered.  resource   than   to    ascertain   the  fact  by 

wi  dutinetioMi  resperiing   Age.  —  Our  reference   to  physical   peculiarities.     And 

m  precise  regarding  certain  epochs  here  the  assistance  of  the  medical  jurist  is 

fe:      there    are     certain     ages    to  required. 

particular  rights  and  re^ponsibili-  Other  occaiions  of  inquiry  as  to   Age. — 

loog*.  A  male  at  tttv/iwyearsold  may  Among  the  qualifications  and  disqnahtica- 

be  otttb  of  allegiance ;  at  fourteen  he  tions  for  military  and  naval  service,  age  forms 

fcua  of  discretion  ;  may  consent  or  a  specialohject  of  inquiry.  Itis  a  highly  im- 

Bt  to  narriage,  may  choose  his  guar*  portant  element  in  the  selection  of  recruits ; 

Mi4  vmke  a  valid  will  of  his  personal  and  we  even  find  ficmfi/ fixed  as  a  minimum, 

ftv :  at  «ssnit«m  he  may  be  an  execn-  in  a  late  order  from  the  Horse  Guards, 

tfflC  fiBcai^  «Ntf  is  at  his  own  disposal,  .  relative  to  recruiting  for  service  in  tropical 

i  yrffcct  power  to  do  as  he  pleases  climates.    Mr.  Marshall  justly  observes  on 

ds artale,  Dotb  personal  and  real   A  the  subject,  that   **  as  the  exact  age  of 

r  at  MMit  maj  oe  betrothed  or  given  men  in  this  country  cannot  commonly  be 

nf^v;    at  mm  *be  is  entitled  to  easily  or    satisfactorily    ascertained,    the 

;  ^  twdv9  is  ttl  Tfim  ^  maturity,  surgeon  who  inspects  a  recruit  should  be 
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authorized  to  estimate  tfae  age  by  physical  mence  with  intra-nterine  life :  and  in  doing 

appearances/'  so,  will  freely  arail  ourselves  of  the  mo»t 

In  effecting  policia  fif  TAfe  auurancBf  I  authentic  sources  of  information    which 

need  scarcely  remind  you  that  much  de-  have  of  late  been  opened  to  us. 

pends  on  the  age  of  the  insuring  party.  Earliest  appearance  of  the  ovum  oftd  e^t^njo. 

the  premium  being  almost  wholly  regu-  —According  to  some* of  our  ablest  English 

lated  with  reference  to  that  point;  and  it  obstetricians,  nothing  like  an  orum,  con. 

may    be   your  duty,  as  medical  officers  taining  a  definable  embryo,  can  be  detected 

either  of  the  company  or  the  applicant,  to  in  tlie  uterus  before  the  20th  or  22d  day 

take  care  that  there  be  no  error  or  fraud  after  conception.     Haller  says   that  the 

committed  in  this  respect  embryo  is  not  perceivable  till  after  the 

Thus  it  is  evident  how  very  properlv  the  idth  or  20th  day.    Of  Ibis  period  it  is 

discussion  of  age  should  take  precedence  generally  admitted  that  seieral  days  are 

of  other  questions  forming  the  subject  of  consumed   before  the  ovum   reaches  the 

a  course  of  Forensic  medicine ;   and  it  uterus.    In  rabbits,  three  days  elapse,  and 

shall  be  my  aim,  in  the  present  lecture,  to  in  the  bitch,  from  six  to  eight,  while  the 

point  out  to  you  the  mode  in  which  the  ovum  is  being  carried  along  the  fallopian 

physical  proofs  and  evidence  of  age  may  tube  to  be  deposited  in  the  ntems.    Ii 

be  ascertained.  it  likely  that  it  should  be  leas  in  the  case 

Definition, — Age,  as  the  term  is  commonly  of  the  human   female,  where   there  are 

nsed  in  legal  medicine,  implies  the  time  of  so  many  disturbing  causes,  physical  and 

life — the  period  of  human  existence  which  moral,  to  interfere?     And  if  this  be  so, 

one  has  attained,  or  in  which  an  individual  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  story  published 

lives.  by  the  late  Sir  Everard  Home,  in  the  Phi- 

Ohject.  —  The  determination  of  age  is  losophical  Transactions  for  1817  ? 

sometimes  attended   with  difficulty.     In  Sir  Everard  Home't  eight-day  eate.  —  A 

certain  cases  it  can    be    pretty    exactly  female  servant,  aged  21,  left  her  master's 

effected,asin  the  infantile  or  foetal  periods;  house  in  the  forenoon  of  the  7th  January, 

but,    in    general,  we   can  do    no    more  1817,  and  returned  in  the  evenings  com- 

than    come   to    certain   average    results:  plaining  of  illness.    It  was  her  regular 

we  cannot  pretend,  for  instance,  to  fix  the  time  for  being  unwell,  but  no  catamenial 

age  of  an  individual,  except  in  very  pecu-  discharge  took  place.     She  continued  me^ 

liar  circumstances^  to  the  day,  week,  or  lancholy  and  ill,  and  on  the  13th  had  a  fit 

perhaps  month,  which  he  has  reached ;  but  of  epilepsy,  followed  by  delirinm.    8ht 

what  we  design  to  do,  and,  in  general,  can  died  on  the  evening  of  the   Idtb.     On 

do,  is  to  determine  the  period  up  to  which  examining  the  body  luter  death,  the  ■tanu^ 

he  has  lived—each  period  or  portion  of  life  according  to  Sir  Everard,  appeared  to  ba 

being  distinguished  from  otherportionsby  a  impregnated.      The  organ  was  removed 

S articular  set  of  developments  which  pro-  and  put  in  spirit.  In  its  interior,  to^ 
uce  marked  changes  in  the  person.  wards  the  os  tincae,  was  observed,  after  a 
An  acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  growth  dose  search,  a  small  body — a  corpoaclfr— 
neceuary.—FoT  a  task  of  this  kind,  we  must  ao  small,  that  Mr.  Bauer,  the  microacopist, 
be  prepared  by  being  acquainted  with  the  compared  it  to  the  ^g  of  an  insect :  it  r»- 
laws  of  growth.  Now,  these  laws  can  quired  an  excellent  instrument  to  find  oat 
only  be  fully  appreciated  by  taking  a  view  what  it  was— and  behold  it  was  an 
of  them  as  they  may  be  oberved  in  opera-  embryo !  But  the  whole  namtire  is  ques- 
tion, from  the  very  earliest  point  at  which  tionable.  There  is  no  sufficient  eviaeace 
they  can  be  traced.  In  order  to  have  that  the  woman  was  pregnant,  and  even  if 
a  complete  survey  of  the  changes  oc-  she  had  conceived,  it  is  scarcely  nrobable 
corring  in  the  course  of  time  in  the  that  the  ovum  could  have  reached  tba 
human  being,  we  mu<it  therefore  begin  womb.  Besides,  the  human  ovum  is 
with  the  f(£tus,  and  even  the  embryo,  and  spherical — not  like  a  minute  grain  €i  bar- 
carry  our  observation  through  all  tne  sub-  ley,  as  represented  in  the  plate  attached  to 
sequent  stages  of  existence  to  maturity  Sir  Everard's  paper:  nor  would  it  hava 
and  decline.  required  the  aidof  a  microscope  to  examiua 

it  even  at  the  earliest.    The  additional 

AGE  OF  THE  F(ETU8»  absurdity  of  supposing  it  an  embryo^  dea- 

I  must  premise  that  it  will  be  necessary  titute  of  its  envelopes,  crowns  the  whole, 

to  be  much  more  full  and  minute  in  treat-  In    short,    though   this   case    has    been 

ing  of  the  first  periods  of  life  tlian  those  implicitly  received  by  several  authors,  it 

which  will  subsequently  engage  our  atten-  has,  on  the  other  hand,  been  generally 

tion.     The  reason  is  this— that  so  many  scouted  by  competent  judges.     The  stats 

purely  medico-legal  questions  relating  to  of  the  female,  who  was,  probably  owing 

pregnancy,  prolicide,  &c.,  arc  chitrfly  de-  to  some  accidental  cause,  labonring  at  tba 

pendent  on  the  appearances  indicative  of  time  under  suppression  of   the  menass, 

age,  which  are  observed  in  the  expelled  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  appearances 

ovum  or  foetus.    We  shall,  therefore^  com-  noticed  in  the  interior  of  the  wonb :  and 


ARE  nv  TIIK  KU'TIII*. 

Ihrn  14  evrrv  n^<Hin  li>  bclierc  nilli  Vcl.  Iiinnr  in  «bn|h'.nii<1  rciiiiiiL-il  jiii'lli  <-<|ii 
prtu,  that  ivhot  Sir  Erernrd  Ilnmi-  liHik  at  hnili  i'ii<l>.  'I'Uu  glul>ulur  uiij-iurt 
^>  be  an  embr_vn,  waa  notliing  else  tban  a  in  thv  svninil  rfimjiai-tment  vf  lliu  •■ik 
p«rticle  or  mucus !  orum  (mid  </  in  Aft.  31  Ik  mnarkiihli- 

-tf.  Ir/pMu'iraKo/'  (ii'«/i<  il>i,«>.— V('l|iean,      is  the  iimbilicul  vi-sicle— kd  onniu  I" 
oat    uf  our    ablcut    aiillKiriticK   uii     tlie     Ijitr  to  th<-  eiubr>n  in  llic  lint  (vn  m<ii 
tabjrct  ur  tmhrTdli^y,  tells  us  thathKlins     uf  ir«  i]i'vului>mviit. 
had  on   three  wtHniNus  an   DpjHiTtaniijr         Ift«e  -mtt  m  u  mmuh.— About  llii- ; 
oTcKaminiite  llie  ovum  wIicd  it  oiuld  nirt     day  tiic  iiviiiii  a|i]>i'HrK  to  be  ns  liiriic  i 
b»Te  cxKLiti^  luylinhm  tnim  coiiirpiion.     htuwlunt.     When  IhIU  iiiien.asin  ihr 
lb  halk  Has  then  ubnnt  tbaKifa  moderate     nvxnl  rih'urc,  (fig.  :i,)  i(  Irfikii,  <>r  iiiii 
■ili'd  pea.     In  tvo  »r  time  instfliico  be     much  lar^ci'. 
(<iuld   ni)[   snlisfy  hiinselt  that   be  renliv 
delected  an  nnbrvo  fu  the  iulerior.    Itii't  , 

the  Ibinl  aae  be  considcn  ax  pnibabtv  tbc 
must  rvmarkllile  ever  met  witU,  IKre 
an  figures  uf  the  ortim  entin',  and  laid 
open ;  Ihey  an  drawn  of  the  nalumi  siki:  — 
6g.'2  beinga  litlle  spread  out. 


o 


The  histnrj-ofthlsoviimiK  curious,  audi! 
ibiis  related  by  AI.  V'eliieiu.  A  midu-jru 
who  Btteniled  his  lectures — as  many  hilelli- 
^ent  femain  iu  the  French  metrcipiiliii  di>, 
in  order  to  prciinre  lliciusclrc*  fur  subsu. 
qacnt  pniclice, — happened  to  tie  at  her 
racDstnial  period,  and  justai  it  eea^ed,  her 
huibaiiil  retunii-d  from  a  jonmey  whicb 
bad  detained  biin  from  home  fur  kik  nveks. 
No  matrinuiiial  intercaur<«  occurred  till 
the  fiilloHing  day;  and  exactiv  on  the 
[binnrntli  day  aflcr,  she  aburled  uf  Ibe 
oium  in  ijueslioD — sotbat  il  mild  not  have 
12  clays  old. 


precious  that  has  erer  fallen  in 
of  an  t-mbnuliigist. 
Id  the  details  Hhich  I  am  n 


The  embryo 
lines  in  brendtli,  and  probablv  its  Iciiiftb 
n-en-  it  straii^btcned  out,  wniild  be  rr<iii, 
tliriv  til  fill',  or  about  half  an  iiicli. 

The  diOereiit  ports  of  the  faee  lieeiiini 
diilingui^bablc  at  ililTiTent  ]H-tiiii]ii.  Thi 
apertnre  of  the  mouth  is  seen  tecv  t  ' 
say  frum  the  12th  to  thu  Stllli  dny 
nu^e,  or  at  least  tlw  niistrils,  at  ab 
duys:  the  pruminence,  not  till  file 


'i'he 


ueks. 


Tlu:  eves  ii 


DVtbinK  like  I 


It  my  It 


'if  the 


(tracturc  »t  the  embryo:  my  pri 
object  is  to  call  your  attenUim  fi  the 
size  and  pruportiuns  of  tlie  oram  and 
it>  contents,  at  different  perliids  of 
iotn-uterine  lifci  so  that  should  yuii  be 
i^lnl  upon  as  medical  jurists  to  stale 
yiinr  opinion  of  the  age  of  an  expelled 
•iTuin  or  ftctBs,  yon  may  be  able,  n-itb  snmo 
coafidence,  lo  do  so. 

At  the  tveirih  day,  then,  the  ovum, 
abich  is  aboni  the  ti'ze  of  a  pea,  in  pcr- 
wiied  to  be  curercd  wiih  a  villous  shaggy 
Miter  coat,  the  chorion :  the  flim-ulent 
S*n,  which  becrmici  more  eircumseribed 
t'jbie>]nenlly,  being  that  which  forms  an 
Wlaehment  (o  the  decidaa,  and  conititnles 
[bcpiacvnta.  Thi:  embryo  at  this  period, 
w  npmenied  in  the  abote  Sgnre,  is  semi- 


bv  the  fuurlh  week,  if  not  eHrlivr.  Tliu 
riiiliment  of  the  ear  inav  be  jHrccired  a* 
early  as  the  ilmh  da> :  but  that  part  un- 
derlines no  remarkable  derelo]iineiil  for  \i\ 
or  Keren  weeks.  Toward*  the  exi.inilinn 
or  the  Grst  mouth,  the  ovum  has  atminnl 
the  size  ofu  large  nutmeg. 

i''fKiB  fmr  to  111  unla.~'Vii«  ovum  about 
the  sixth  week  is  nearly  ok  lari{e  as  a  lit  ti'i 
ci^;  and  the  ctubryu  is  about  an  inch  in 
leu;{ih.  'I'liu  extreoiilies  spriiut  forth  front 
the  trunk  lik«  ti-gi-iaiions,  all  nboiit  ilie 
same  time.  At  Ihim  thirty  tu  (ort\  iliiys 
(lie  fore.arm  and  the  leg  inuy  Ih-  di>tiii- 
guishcd,  and  ihc  |ioinis  of  tin-  liuHert  nud 
toes  are  to  be  jwreciied.  The  fiiit  ii  ivi  u 
now  distinct  from  the  hand,  evidently  itii. 
playing  what  is  to  be  its  future  fijni'tioii-- 
tu  fonii  the  pcdestul  uf  itie  Sgnre.  It  is 
remarkable,  ihat  about  theex|iiiHiii^ii  of 
the  sixth  week  a  JKiitit  iif  os'lfitiilixu  niny 
be  detected  in  eaeh  hiilf  uf  the  luiM-rJaw'j 
a.1  nlsu  in  eaeh  claricte. 

Tko  monlf'].— The  embrju,  or,  tK  il  now 
begins  Iu  be  mure  jiroperly  ciilhd,  tlio 
fntns,  measures  aboiean  inch  and  n  linlf 
in  length ;  it  weighs  about  half  iin  niinuu. 


68 


DR.  CUMMIN  ON  FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 


Rudiments  of  the  lung^  are  visible  in  the 
interior,  and  there  are  points  of  ossi6ca- 
tion  in  the  frontal  bone  and  some  of  the 
ribs.  The  placenta  has  assumed  a  distinct 
form,  and  the  umbilical  vessels  become 
tortuous.  The  sex  is  scarcely  yet  distin- 
guishable. 


Fio.  4. — Factut  of  about  ten  voeekt^  somewhat 
magnified  by  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  preserved. 

Three  numths, — The  foetus  is  now  nearly 
three  inches  lon^^,  and  weighs  about  an 
ounce  and  a  half.  The  fingers  are  very 
distinct.  The  eye-lids  are  formed,  and 
the  membrana  pupillaris  is  perceptible. 
The  ventricles  of  the  heart  are  separated  ; 
the  sexual  parts  prominent ;  the  umbilical 
vesicle  has  disappeared. 


Fig*  5.— Fotfia  between  three  and  four  months, 
as  seen  preserved  in  jptrit. 


Four  months.  —  Above  six  incfaet  loi^i^. 
and  three  ounces  in  weight.  The  naiU 
begin  to  be  observable ;  there  is  meconiom 
in  the  duodenum;  some  points  in  the 
sacrum  ossified;  the  month  large  and 
open ;  the  skin  of  a  pinkish  hue. 

Five  months.— The  foetus  has  now  at- 
tained the  length  of  about  seven  inches, 
and  it  weighs  about  seven  ounces,  llie 
bead  and  heart  both  comparatively  Terr 
voluminous;  the  kidneys  large;  the  gall- 
bladder distinct ;  rudiments  of  the  teeth 
may  be  detected,  end  there  is  a  point  of 
ossification  in  the  calcis* 

Six  months. — Above  ten  inches  in  length, 
and  the  average  weight  a  pound.  The 
membrana  pupillaris  is  still  observable; 
feet  of  a  purplish  red  colour;  a  sebaceous 
secretion  begins  to  be  formed  on  the  skin ; 
a  few  silvery  hairs  are  observed  on  the 
head  ;  a  serous  but  not  bitter  fluid  in  the 
gall-bladder ;  the  testes  close  by  the  kid. 
neys;  meconium  in  the  smaU  intestine'; 
ossification  in  different  partsof  the  sternum. 

Chaustier*s  rule  of  admeasurement,  —  It  is 
worth  observing,  that  about  this  time  the 
middle  point  of  the  whole  length  is  usually 
found  at  the  lower  extremi  tv  of  the  sternum, 
whence  itgradually  descends  in  the  succeed 
ing  months,  till,  at  the  mature  period,  it 
reaches  the  umbilicus.  For  this  character 
in  the  foetal  growth  we  are  indebted  to  M. 
Chanssier,  vrho  founds  upon  it  the  practi- 
cal rule, — to  take  the  length  of  the  fcettts^ 
and  then  observe  to  w£at  point  half  that 
length  reaches :  if  it  extend  to  the  low«r 
end  of  the  sternum,  it  has  attained  its 
sixth  month;  if  the  navel,  the  ninth ;  and 
so  for  the  intermediate  spaces.  Bnt  it  is 
right  to  add,  that  competent  authorities 
have  questioned  the  correctness  of  this 
rule :  among  others  Mende,  in  his  Ausfukr' 
tiehes  Ilandbueh  (which,  by  the  way,  con- 
tains the  most  elaborate  account  I  have 
seen  of  the  growth  of  tlie  foetus),  asserts, 
that  however  plausible  it  may  appear,  it 
is  not  to  be  always  relied  on.  **  The  mid- 
dle point,"  says  he,  **  by  no  means  corre- 
sponds to  the  same  part  of  the  bodv  in 
foetuses  of  the  same  age :  a  fact  for  whieh 
we  might  be  prepared  by  considering  that 
the  several  sizes  of  the  foetus  depeno,  now 
on  its  large  head  and  neck,  now  on  the 
trunk,  and  again  on  the  magnitude  of  the 
limbs.  This  I  have  verified  by  numerous 
measurements,  taken  with  great  care  and 
pains ;  and  the  conclusion  I  have  arrived 
at  is,  that  the  directions  laid  down  by 
Chanssier  are  uncertain  for  practical  pur- 
poses, and  more  particularly  for  those  of 
the  medical  jurist" 

Seven  months.  —  Length  above  twelve 
inches ;  weight  firom  three  to  four  pounds. 
The  skin  firm,  of  a  pink  colour,  and  co- 
vered largely  with  the  sebaceous  coat 
The  membrana  pupillaris  generally  disap- 
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pears  in  the  counGof  the  serenth  month;  I^t  us  now  sum  up  the  various  points 

the  eye- lids  are  no  longer  glued  together;  to  be  attended  to  in  collecting  the  proofs 

the  nails  do  not  reach   the  ends  of  the  of  foetal  age.     Nor  can  we  do  better  than 

fingers.   In  the  astragalns  there  is  observed  follow  the  order  recommended  by  M.  I)e- 

a  point  of  ossification  ;  the  mrconii:m  dif-  vcrgie.     First,  examine  the  annexes  of  the 

fnsed  through  the  whole  length  of  the  in-  foptus,  or,  in  other  word?:,  the  ovum  itself, 

testine;  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  almost  as  independent  of  the  fcptus:  obscn'cthepla- 

luTf^e  as  the  right.    The  lungs  of  a  reddish  centa  as  to  its  shape  and  consistence ;  the 

brown   colour,  and  of  a  compact    liver-  state  of  tbe  membranes;   the   umbilical 

like  structure,  occupying  the  sides  and  vesicle,  if  it  be  present ;  the  funis,  as  to  its 

back  part  of  the  chest ;  the  testes  have  de-  length   and  degree  of  torsion.    Secondlift 

sccnded  a  little  from   the  kidneys;    the  examine  the  foetus  and  its  organs ;  weigli 

brain  comparatively  firm,  but  without  any  it;  take  its  length ;  observe  to  what  ))oint 

observable  deposition  of  white  substance.  half  the  length  reaches,  and  note  the  in. 

Kight  months. — The  fcBtus  now  measures  sertion  of  the  umbilicus.  Let  the  skin  be 
from  fourteen  to  sixteen  inches  in  length,  inspected  as  to  its  colour,  consistence,  and 
and  weighs  commonly  about  four  or  five  sebaceous  coat;  (»bserve  the  nails,  the  eyes 
pounds.  The  nails  have  reached  the  tips  and  eye-lids,  and  the  presence  or  absence 
of  tbe  fingers;  the  quantity  of  sebaceous  of  the  membrana  nupillarls;  the  nose, 
matter  deposited  on  the  skin  is  considera-  mouth,  and  ears;  the  abdomen,  and  the 
ble;  a  point  of  ossification  maybe  noticed  state  of  the  digestive  tube;  the  liver  and 
in  the  last  vertebra  of  the  sacrum.  The  gall-bladder;  the  kidneys  and  renal  cap- 
brain  prcMuts  an  appearance  of  convolu-  sulcs ;  the  testes  or  uterus;  the  heart, with 
tions;  but  still  there  is  no  white  sub-  reference  to  the  development  of  its  cavi- 
stance.  The  testes  have  reached  the  in-  ties;  the  arteries  connected  with  it;  the 
guinal  rings.  ductus  arteriosus;  the  lungs;  the  larynx 

At  nine  monthtf  or  mature. — The  length  of  and  bronchia.     The  muscular  system  ;*  the 

the  mature  foetas  averages  above  eighteen  state  of  the  bones,  as  to  the  jirogress  of 

inchesi,  and  the  prdi  nary  weight  is  between  ossification;  and,  lastly,  the  extremities, 

six  and  seven  pounds.    Half  tbe  length  with  a  view  to  tlie  comparative  dcvelop- 

reachc-s  to  the  umbilicus,  or  very  nearly,  ment  of  their  several  parts. 

There  is  more  or  less  hair  on  the  head, —  Such  are  the  leading  characteristics  by 

sometimes  an  inch  long.    An  abundant  means  of  which  we  are  to  form  an  opinion 

deposition  of  sebaceous  matter  is  observed  of  the  age  of  an  embryo  or  fcrtus.    Where 

on  the  skin,  and  appears  to  be  propor-  the  object  is  to  ascertain  the  age  of  a  iir- 

tionate  to  the  development  of  the  lympha-  ing  foetus — of  course,  in  utero  matri$^  the 

tic  system  in  the  foBtns.    The  lower  limbs  inquiry  becomes   equivalent  to   that  for 

are  longer  than  the  upper;  though,  mea-  ascertaining  the  period  of  pregnancy;  but 

sared  from  the  arm-pits  to  the  tijis  of  the  this  we  reserve  for  a  future  lecture.     Nor 

fingers,  and  from  the  groin  to  the  toes,  the  let  it  be  supposed  that  such  researches  arc 

reverse  would  seem  to  hold.    The  feet  are  merely  curious ;  they  are,  in  reality,  im- 

a  sixth  of  the  whole  length  of  the  body,  portant  and  necessary;  for  both  in  a  civil 

Tbe  cartilage  of  the  ear  is  completely  and  criminal  ]M>int  of  view  the  life  of  a 

formed ;  there  is  a  point  of  ossification  at  child,  even  before  birth,  is  an  object  of 

the  inferior  extremity  of  the  femur;  the  protection  with  our  laws:  it  is  avenged  if 

OS    byoides    not   ossified;    some  appear-  injury   be   oflTered  to  it;    an    infant  yet 

anoe   of  white    substance   observable   in  unborn  is  capable  of  inheriting  an  estate, 

tbe  brain.     The  liver  reaches   the   nm-  and  of  becoming  a  legatee,  from  the  mo- 

bilicDs  ;    the  testes   have    usually   pass-  ment  it  is  ascertained  to  be  alive. 
ed  the    rings,  and    descended    into   the 

■crotam;  meconium  it  found  in  the  rec-  periods  of  ihman  life. 

lam.     The  following  are  the    principal  The  periods  into  which  the  life  of  man 

measnrcmeDtt  of  tbe  head,  according  to  has    been    portioned   out    are    in    great 

I>eff'eigie  and  Velpeau :—  measure    arbitrary.      The  gradations  by 


Frxxch 
In.  Lin. 

Occipito  IW>nta]  diameter    4  3 

Occipi to-mental    5  0 

FroDto-mental 3  6 

Bi-parietal,  or  transYerse    3  4 

Bi-temporal   3  0 

Greater  circumference,  or 

occipito-mental    ••••14  0 

Tiftusrene 10  C 


EvoL.      ^'hich  they  pass  into  each  other  are  im- 

In.  *      perceptible,  though  tbe  cunsequcnt  changes 

4'52      are  manifest  enough.     Audit  has  long  been 

5*32      popular,  as  well  as  convenient,  to  make  a 

3'71       distinction  in  those  periods,  or  ages,  as 

3*54      they  have  been  called. 

3*19  tftreejold  division, — Some  of  the  oldest 

authorities,  —  and    Aristotle    among  the 

14*91       number,  —  thought  fit  simiily  to  distin- 

1118      guish   the  stages    of    our   mortal    career 

into   those    of    gro\^th,    pcrcnnity,    and 
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decliue,  not  perceiving,  or  not  caring  to        Infancy Oio7=     Iv7 

notice     that,   sirictU   speaking,  no  such         Boyhood \\     7  to  14  =    ix7 

period  as  that  to  which  thev  attached  the         Puberty    .  14  to  21  —    tv  7 

quality  of  durability  existed,- there  being,         Youth  ....!..'!!!  21  to  35  -    Ax  7 

m  fact,  no  moment  during  the  existence        Manhood 35  to  56  -    8x7 

of  our  corporeal  system  in  which  we  can         Senescence 56  to  84  ~  12x7 

he  said  to  be  stationary.      Letting  this         Decrepitude 84  to    0  "" 

pass,  however,  the  threefold  division  ap-         ^  . 

pears  to  have  been  early  supplanted  by        ylimacterical  yeart.  —  In    noticing    thb 
another,  which  seemed  more  practical.  coincidence  —  this   curious    harmonj   of 

lite  Sneii  ages.— As  early  as  the  lime  ^"™^crs — I  may  take  occasion  to  re- 
of  Hippocrates,  we  find  man's  life  por-  "*T^  **"®  ^^  *^o  ^^^^^  multiples  de. 
tioned  into  seven  ages.  Both  Hippo.  J^^*"?  epochs,  to  which  great  importmnee 
crates  and  Proclus  subdivide  the  period  „  ^^^  ^^®™  ^^®  earliest  times  attached, 
of  growth  just  mentioned  into  infancy.  °^^^.  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^ve  long  been  held  as 
boyhood,  and  puberty  —  that  of  peren-  1"^^*^  numbers :  and  peculiar  inflijences 
nity  into  youth  and  manhood  —  and  J*^***cen  attributed  to  those  jears  marked 
that  of  decline  into  senescence  and  "^  ^°®^''  *P«cial  multiples.  The  three 
decrepitude.  Thus  we  have  the  autho-  ™°®^  critical  epochs  in  the  life  of  man 
rityof  distant  ages,  and  of  the  father  of  '^'pre  supposed  to  be  the  seventh  retora 
physic,  for  that  division  of  human  life  *'J.  ^"®  seventh  anniversary,  the  ninth 
which  is  popularly  recognized  amongst  ^^^"^  ninth,  but  above  all* the  ninth  re- 
us, and  which  roust  popularly  prevail  as  <^*'**nce  of  the  seventh.  The  fint  of 
long  as  the  writings  of  our  great  dramatist  ,.***»  ^**®  ^^^^  y^'»  ^^  «JJ^  the  lesier 
are  extant—that  is  to  say,  as  long  as  our  climacteric— the  second,  the  81st,  thto 
language  is  understood.  *  You  are  all  no  ^/*"^  climacteric— the  third,  however,  or 
doubt  familiar  with  the  beautiful  descrip.  j  ®  ^  y^^^*  obtained,  par  ercelletut,  the 
tion  which  Shakspeare  has  given  of  the  ^denomination  of  the  climacteric  year. 
Seven  Ages,  in  the  second  act  of  "  As  you  ^•''f^*^«»»  another  epithet  bestowed  npon 
Like  It."  the  latter,  originated  in  the  supposed  eA- 

It  should  be  mentioned,  that  attempts  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  mystical  number  in  braJdng 
have  from  time  to  time  been  made  by  /'«*"''*  ^^e  constitution  of  man.  Sir  Thomas 
modern  writers  to  introduce  other  more  B'^^ne,  in  his  Enquiries  into  Vulgar  and 
brief  and  comprehensive  divisions  than  Common  Errors,  notices  this  saperstltios, 
those  they  already  found  in  use:  Eschen-  *".  ^^^"butes  it  to  the  understanAag 
bach  aud  Haller,  and  Bemt,  for  example  J^'^'ch  "ascribeth  unto  many  things  ftir 
adopt  a  (Ar«fffold  partition;  Hebenstreit'  '*n?cr  horizons  than  their  dne  cireom- 
Ludwig,andHenke,recognize /imrperiods-  scriplions require, and  recelvetfa  them  with 
Plouequet>re;  Orfilaal80^*re;Teichmey!  amplifications  which  their  reality  will 
er,  Wildberg,  Meckel,  and  Mende,  tix;  ""^  *^™*^  >"  "P**"  which  he  proceeds  to 
Griiner  seven ;  and  Metzger  eight.  But  P^"'  ®"*  *  profusion  of  learning  in  dis- 
tliose  who  adopt  less  tban  six  are  obliged  to  P">of  of  the  common  opinion.  Richenmd 
subdivide  the  early  periods,  thus  virtually     ***^   notices   the  subject  in   his    Etmat 


em 
oiil 


tjuiviuc  uic  cnriv  perioas,  inus  virtually  .."*mvwo    ^.u^   o\m^^svt.  m   u»    jLrreun 

iploying     a  larger    number.      I    shall  P^/'"'«''^-      But  the  impression  has  been 

...Iv  add,  that  Zacchia,  Tortosa,  Fodere,  so^nc^^iat    revived    of    late,   under    the 

and    Plenk,  are    among  those  who  are  P»\">nage  of  our  learned  president  of  the 

decidedly  for  5frei}  ages.  College  of  Physicians.     Sir  Heniy  Hal- 

Suppose,  then,  we  adopt  this  popular,  ^^>  [°   •"  ingenious  paper,  has  shown 

and  let  mealsocallitphysiologicalarrange-  ^""^  ^"^^  exists  a  disorder  to  which  men 

ment,  what  are  the  limiu  by  which  each  """^    subject    about    the    time    of    their 


the  third,    or   puberty,    from    the   14th  "®"  ^'  Essays  and  Orations. 

to  the    2l8t;    youth,  or  juvenility,     to        I  sball  now  request  your  attention  to 

about  S6;  manhood,  from  that  to  about  •®"I®    remarks    on  the  subject  of  each 

56 ;  senescence,  or  old  age,  to  84 :   after  P^"®^  o^  ^i^®  separately,  in  the  order  jnst 

which  decrepitude  closes  the  scene.     Now  "°^  selected. 

it  is  curious,  and  worth  observing,  that  all  Infancy. 

I^icse  numbers  are    multiples    of  seven.         With  regard  to  the  period  of  infancy 

wLn'a^Suius"'''  ""  ""'  ''"''"«^  the  chief'Son  with  ^S^S  tt  m^^^ 

:*Mien  arranged  thus:-  ^^^ui  has  to  deal  is-how  is  he  to  ascer- 
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taiD  tbe  a^*  of  mn  infant  within  the  and  Remitranspaivnt,  h)sing  tlic  prelatiiM: 
first  niuuthis  weeks,  nav,  days,  of  its  extra-  which  it  contains.  An  its  nifmbrnncs 
aterine  existence?  The  circumstances  collapse  it  becomes  flattened,  und  its  intc- 
onder  which  we  may  be  required  to  find  an  ^iiment  assumes  the  colour  of  ])archment. 
aiijiwer  to  this  question  are  of  frequent  .This  withering  {He^iccatUm)  coninienccs  on 
occurrence.  I  have  already  alluded  to  its  the  first  or  second  day,  and  is  generally 
connexion  with  cases  of  infanticide,  and  completed  by  the  third.  It  has  been  at- 
sball  hatea^in  occasion  to  recur  to  that  tempted  to  establish  a  distinction  as  to 
foct  wben  treating  of  child-murder  this  process,  according  as  it  may  have  oc- 
uiorv  at  lari^e.  But  suppose,  for  tbe  pre-  cum'd  during  life  or  after  death;  tJierc 
sent,  a  child  found  ii/a-e,  exiiosed,  and  sus-  being,  according  to  s<Mue  (»bservers,  ap- 
pieinu  resting  on  some  female  who  is  re-  i>earanc(*s  of  inflammation  about  the  um- 
ported  to  have  given  it  birth  and  then  bilicalring  in  the  former  case,  and  not  in 
abandoned  it.  If  the  exact  age  of  the  the  latter ;  but  such  appearances  arc  not 
iufant  can  be  ascertained,  and  there  be  no  suflieieully  constant  to  warrant  any  positive 
corrvsponding  signs  of  recent  delivery  conclusion  fVoni  the  fact  (»f  their  presence 
about  tbe  woman,  the  fact  is  strtmgly  in  or  absence.  The  next  phenomenon  t(»  be 
favour  of  her  innocence,  in  spite  of  all  noticed  is  the  fall  of  the  nvtif  which  takes 
moral  ur  circumstantial  evidence  to  Uic  place  (m  the  fourth  (»r  fifth  dav.  Its  base 
coutrary :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  signs  dwindles  by  degrees;  the  umbilical  arte- 
currespuad,  tliere  will  be  a  presumption  of  ries  give  way  ;  but  the  vein  lasts  some- 
guilL  what  longer. '  When  this  oceuri^nce  is  ut- 

It  will  In*  convenient  to  subdivide  the  tended  with  inflammatory  action  about 
period  of  infancy  into  two  well-marked  the  umbilicu*,  the  truces  of  such  inflam- 
stugcs  — first,  Uiat  from  birth  to  the  first  mation  continue  till  the  tenth  or  twelfth 
crnption  of  the  teeth;  and  second,  the  day  after  birth,  the  epoch  at  which  cicii- 
perioil  of  dentition,  during  which  the  trisation  is  eflected.  As  to  this  latter  ])he- 
temporary  teeth  are  produced,  and  com«  nomcn(»n  {cicairi'alion),  though  it  com- 
prvhending  tbe  interval  which  occurs  be-  monly  occurs  at  the  epoch  just  mentioiied, 
fore  the  |iennanent  teeth  are  completed.  yet,  when  the  cord  is  thin,  it  sometimes 
(«).  Fir»t  iff/«nrv. — What  are  the  signs  takes  jilacc  earlier — that  is  to  say,  in  less 
of  a  new-born  infant's  age?  Our  first  than  ten  days.  A  temporary uni hi licalcica- 
proceeding  witli  a  view  to  satisfy  this  in-  trix  is  first  formed,  which,*  in  the  course  of 
fuiry  should  be '  to  aamhte  the  umhilicuM :  about  forty  days,  gives  place  to  the  pcr- 
to  see  whether  the  cord  or  any  remnant  of    mancnt  one. 

it  be  present,  and  what  may  be  its  con-      .  The  next  sign  indicative  of  the  ncw- 
dilion.  bom    infant,    is  the    (hf^pitnnntitm   of  the 

The  umbilical  cord,  it  is  known,  docs     euticle ;    an    appearance    which    is    very 
not    come   away,    in    the    generality    of    diflerent    fVom    tlie    peeling    off   of   the 
instances,  till  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after     epidermis   fn>m    putrefaction.     The    de- 
birth.      An  obvious  inference,  therefore,     squamation   alluded    t(»    has    n<it     been 
from  its  pcMwcc,  would  be,  that  the  in-     observed  to  take  plneestKiner  than  twenty- 
fant  cmnnot  have  lived  five  days.      We     four  hours  after  birth ;  and  it  is  at  its 
then    proceed    to   examine    the    Uate  of     height  by  the  third  or  fourth  day.    The 
the    cord,   in    order    that    we    may    be     process  usually  conimcnees  on  the  abdo. 
able  to  approximate  still  further  to  the     men,  and  then  extends  successively  t(»  the 
date   of  birth:  now   this  we  are  enabled     chest,    arm  pits,  and    groins,    the    back, 
to  du  by  attending  to  tbe  valuable  obser.     the  extremities,  the  feet,  and  the  hands. 
vatinns  and  rules  laid  down  by  M.  Billard,     In  some  children  the  epidermis  comes  ofl' 
and  which  are  thus  practically  summed  up     in   the  shape  of  powder — not   in  scales. 
by  Orfi la  and  Dcvergie:— In  the  infant  just     If,  then,  on  examining  an   infant,  the  de- 
bom   the  cord  it  fresh  and  firm,  bluish,     j^iffimdiinn  be  observed,  it  may  be  presumed 
and  rounded  ofl*;  there  is  blood  also  in  its     to  have  been  bom  a  day  at  least. 
renelfi.     The  first  penccptible  change  that         When  we  have  an  opportunity  of  in- 
occurs  after  it  has  been  divided  and  tied,     specting   the  body  after  death,  tbere  are 
15  its  shrinking  {Jletriauir) :  this  proceeds     other  proofs  of  early  age  to  be  gathered. 
from   its  extremity,  where  the  ligature  is,     The  ti4tct'i]t  arteriotns  will  be  perceived,  at 
to  its  base  at  the  umbilicus,  and  isobscrv-     h'ast  contracted,  in  a  child  that  has  sur- 
able  in  general  before  the  la|isc  of  a  few     vived  birth,  even  though  it  were  but  for  a 
hours.     When   this  process  is  complete,     very  ^^hort  time.     The  tommm  ovule,  also, 
which   it  generally  is  by  the  close  of  the     will  probably  be  found  to  have  undergone 
si-coud   day,  the  cnrtl  is  unite  soft  and     a   change   in   size   and   tigure;    and   the 
fluccid,  anil  a  well-markea  congestion  is     tlucius  rrna<u»  will  perha]>s  be  observed  to 
I'frceived     around     the    umbilical    ring,     have  sustained  an  altenition  in  fomi.    But 
The  next  phenomcnim  to  be  noticed  is  the     all  these  appearances  we  shall  have  a  het- 
driing  up  of  the  cord,     it  becomes  brown     tcr  opportunity  of  noticing  when  we  come 
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to  treat  the  snbject  of  infanticide,  some  fests  a  certain  Teatlessneaty  tsd  ii  erer 

of  the  proofs  of  which  depend  on  the  oc-  anxious  to  rub  the  g^xns. 

currence  of  those  changes  in  the  circulatory  The  order  in  which  the  teeth  are  cut  U 

apparatus.  worth  attending  to,  although  the  exact 

Among  the  signs  of  a^e    of  the  new  date  of  the  successire  appearance  of  dach 

bom,  we  ought  not  to  omit  those  dcriva-  tooth  cannot  be  precisely  stated.    First 

hie  from   the    state    of   the    alimentary  the  middle  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw  are 

canal :  but  they  will  require  only  a  brief  no-  observed ;  then  those  of  the  upper  to  cor- 

tice.    If  the  stomach  be  empty, or  contain  respond;  then  the  remaining  incisors  in 

only  a  little  mucus,  while  the  large  intes-  like  manner  —  first  below,  then   abore. 

tine  is  still  charged  with  meconium,  and  Next  appear  the  first  molan  of  the  lower 

the  bladder  filled  with  urine,  death  has  jaw,  then  the  opposite  ones  of  the  upper. 

probably  occurred  immediately  after  birth,  The  canine  teeth  follow  ;  after  which  the 

—if  it  be  not,  indeed,  a  question  whether  second  molars,  until  the  whole  twnt^  milk- 

the  infant  were  not  still-born.    If,  on  the  teeth,  constituting  the  temporary  set,  have 

other  hand,  the  stomach  contain  milk,  or  been  produced.    The  process  is  generally 

other  alimentary  matter,  and  both  bladder  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  seoona 

and  intestine  be  empty,  the  child  undoubt-  year*. 

edly  lived  for  a  time.    The  meconium,  it  The  following  may  be  considered  as  an 

must  be  recollected,  is  lodged  in  the  large  approximation  to  the  average  epochs  of 

intestine  for  some  time  previous  to  birth,  the  appearance  of  the  milk*teetb  :— 

It  is  expelled  presently  after  birth.     Now  rpt,^  ^„^  ,«:^,ii«  :«  •  * 

the  tube  has  been  protected  during  the  de-  ^  ^J    from  ....  !^!'X    ^  ^    "^  months. 

tention  of  the  meconium,  by  a  layer  of  rpt,^  ^*     i„*™i  ':lli  *  *2   «  ♦«    o 

»...».,.  «r  «^« <:<!<.— ki»  «i.:!.i,n<i..  ««*,i  «««  inetwo  lateral  meisors,  6  to    9      — 

"?"=•"  **f  "'n^'derable  thickness  and  con-    j.      fi„tnioI«ni 8  to  15      - 

wstency.     I  he  layer  » not  removed  imme-    ,^  .  ^ 13  to  18      - 

fr'^r-i^"  u''"ii"Z  ^L'^r'^W^Hwi  Two  second  moUrs  ....  18  to  24      - 
m  some  cases  it  is  no  longer  observable 

after  the  first  day ;  but  in  general  we  need  But  there  is  usually  a  great  diTenity  in 

not  expect  to  find  it  wholly  gone  till  four  different  children,  wiih  respect  to  the  time 

days  after  birth :  and  when  we  see  it,  we  of  cutting  their  teeth.    Some  are  bom 

may  observe  that  it  has  contracted  a  green-  with  their  incisors  above  the  gams;  others 

ish  hue.      From  these  facts,  M.  Billard  have  no  teeth  at  all  till  the  end  of  the 

derives  a  practical  rule: — ^  If  the  colon  second  year;  and  persons  have  been  known 

be  found  of  a  deep  and  uniform  g^reenish  who  lived  many  years  without  having  ever 

hue,  the  meconium  has  been  only  recently  had  a  tooth. 

expelled ;  the  infant  must  be  then  one  day,  Grototh  of  the  bona,^!  have  already  no- 
and  may  be  at  most  three  days,  old.  But  ticed  some  of  the  earliest  epochs  at  which 
should  the  colon  have  an  irregular  spotted  the  osseous  system  begins  to  be  developed, 
appearance,  the  meconium  has  been  still  and  shall  now  put  together  what  further 
less  recently  expelled,  and  the  infant  is  points  remain  to  be  considered  in  con- 
probably  three  or  four  days  old.''  It  is  nexion  with  infancy.  I  am  anxious  to  be- 
right  to  add,  however,  that  these  indica-  speak  yonrattention  to  this  snbject,  though 
tions  are  by  no  means  as  valuable  as  those  it  may  seem  somewhat  burthensome  to  the 
to  be  procured  from  the  state  of  the  funis,  memory,  because  it  is  from  the  progress 

There  are  other  well  known  signs  of  of  the  bony  stmctnres  (thanks  to  the  re- 

early  infancy,  which  need  not  detain  us  in  searches  of  Beclard)  that  we  may  deil^a 

pointing  them  out.    I  allude  to  the  ex-  some  of  our  best  and  surest  indications  of 

treme  softness  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  age  at  ererw  period,  but  particularly  in 

the  open  state  of  the    fontanelles,    the  those  of  early  life. 

downy  face  of  the  infant,  its  feebleness.  About  tlie  5th  month  of  infiinc^,  a  trace 

and  inferior  size.    At  a  period  a  little  of  osseous  deposit  may  be  observed  in  the 

more  advanced,  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  cuboid  bone  of  the  tarsus.    The  branches 

several  moral  circumstances  in  forming  our  of  the  os  hyoides  are 'now  ossified,  and 

estimate  of  the  age;  such  as  the  smiles  of  somewhat  laterthe  lower  apophysis  assumes 

.the  infant,  the  early  dawnings  of  the  deve-  the  same  state.    At  six  months,  an  oawous 

lopment  pf  the  mind,  and  the  distinctness  point  is  found  in  the  anterior  arch  of  the 

with  which  certain  desires  and  wants  are  atlas,  and  the  great  wings  of  the  sphenoid 

expressed.    But  we  must  be  cautions,  as  bee  >me  united  with  the  Dody  of  that  bone, 

medical  iurists,  how  we  derive  more  than  At    tvrelve  months,  or  theieabo«ta»  the 

collateral  evidence  fh>m  such  phenomena,  middle  of  the  coracoid  pfoeeas  of  the 

(6.)  Period  if  fini  dentition. — At  length  scapula  is  generally  found  to  be  omiied: 

the    teething  period   arrives   about    the  osseous  points  are  also  found  in  the  beads 

sixth  or  seventh  month,  aud  is  generally  .^^_^^__________ 

ushered  in  with  a  copious  flowingof  saliva  ♦  g^  UmcAL  OAiaTT.,  vol.  xlU.  pp.  W 

from  the  mouth.    The  infant,  too,  mani-  and  287. 
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<»r  tbe  long  booes,  the  tibia  and  femar  in  it  may  be  little  above  the  natural  staiu 

imrticular;   and  the  Tertebrae  have  some  danl   through    the  whole  course  of  tlie 

ctmsidcrable  changes  operated  on  them,  disease." 

There  is  a  point,  for  example,  in  the  first  u  'pi,;^^  extensive   inflammation  may 

coccygean  vertebra ;  and  the  two  osseous  ^„   „.i^,,„„^  vomiting   and   without 

points  in  the  postenor  arch  of  each  ver-  *^      .     .       •       .•          •       r* 

tebra  become  united.    The  pieces  of  the  V*^"^^""^  !'»»"  '  ^»'^.  P«»"  ."^^^'"  occumn- 

temporal  bone  are  firmly  joined.  in  paroxy-nis,  and  leavnijr  lonjr  mter- 

At  the  age  of  ttco  years,  the  epiphyses  of  ^als  of  comparative  case. 

the  mctacarnal  and  'mctatorsal  boiies  are  "•  Keepinjr   m  view  these  sources  of 

ossified:  and  an  osseous  germ  is  found  at  uncertainty  (he  says),  our  chief  reliance 

the  lower  extremity  of  the  radius.    At  2§  for  the  diagnosis  of  tiiis  important  class 

yean,  the  patella  becomes  ossified,  and  so  of  diseases,  must  he  on  the  tenderness 

<loes  the  lesser  tuberosity  of  the  head  of  of  the  abdomen.     Tliis  symptom  sliould 

thehamern*.  always    be     watched    with    the    most 

At  three  ttean,  the  first  molars  of  the  anxious  care,  whatever  may  he  the  state 

seo.)Dd  dentition  make  their  appearance,  ^y  ,^^  ^^^.^/^  ^^  ^y  ^^^    „V,     ^,.  ^f^^  „^_ 

and  abonl  six  months  later  the  second  mo-  ^,^^;  complaint  ofpain,i,ui\  though  the 

lars  of  the  same  set.  .1        '     •*    ir    1      11  u    r    •.    i» 

At  four,  the  great  trochanter  and  pyra-  tenderness  itselj  should  be  liini  ed  to  a 

midal  bone  of  the  carpus,  also  the  second  ^^Jj"' ^  sp^^e  of  no  great  extent, 

and  third  cuneiform  bones,  bec(.rae  ossi-  ^    **  liutever  the  experience  of  the  pro- 

fied.     Between  four  and  five  years,  the  fission  may  have  determined   with  re- 

iipper  extremity  of  the  fibula,  the  epiphyses  snect  to  the  greater  part  of  these  coii- 

of  the  phalanges,  the  trapezoid,  and  the  elusions  before  the  appearance   of  Dr. 

semilonar  bodies,  exhibit  a  bony  structure.  Abercrombie*s   work,    I  believe   it   has 

At  iix  yean,  the  pisiform  bone  is  form-  been   always   in   acconlaiice    with    the 

td.  and  the  constituent  pieces  of  the  ossa  opinions  of  that  distinguished  physician 

ilia  are  separated  merely  by  a  very  thin  o„  ^he  importance  which  should  be  at- 

cartiUginons  layer:  the  descending  branch  ^^^^^^^  ^^  j^^  presence  or  absence  of  ab- 

;'k.^<Z,L   ™'Ji        x^.!I?;^r?i'"^lZ'.pI  <J"""»a»  tenderness  in  cases  of  suspected 

the  Ischium   meet.       Numerous  changes  •   ^            ^.         1    .t^     41              i* 

also  in  the  progress  of  the  bony  formation  ""Aamnia  ion  ;  but  Dr.  Abcrcronibie  was 

DOW  occur  in  the  vertebral  column :   but  ^^^V    ^.^*J   ^^^^^  ^^en  he  gave  such 

I  find  my  limiU  will  not  allow  of  their  J"st  weight  to  this  symptom  as  a  means 

enumeration.  ^^  diagnosis,  that   in    itself  it   was  far 

We  shall  complete  our  view  of  the  re-  from   conclusive,  and  derived  its  value 

maining  ages  in  next  lecture.  chiefly  from  the  existence  of  many  other 

corroborating  signs.     He  states,  indeed, 

di>tinctly,  in  another  part  of  his  work, 

MEDICAL  PROBLEMS.  "  ^**at  pain  increased  upon  pressure  docs 

„    -_              _               -mw  ^   w  .       .  ,  not  ai»i)ear  to  be  a  certain  mark  of  iii- 

By  William  GaiPFiN,  M.D.  Limenck  •.  flamniation  in  the  bowels,  for  it  occurred 

in    Case   XXIV\   (related  by  him),  in 

HOW  ARE  NEURALGIC  AFFEfTioNs  TO  DE  which  there  was  no  iiiflammation  ;  and 

DISTINGUISHED  FROM  INFLAMMATORY?  lu  Several  othcr  cascs  it  was  met   with 


T^   «...-•:-»  ^e  ^ :*^..^  1        1        *    •  before,     probably,    inflammation     had 

In  treatine'  of  pentoiieal  and   eutene  ^  *  1    t?  •  1 

:..a..».w.»4fl...    -A-     Ak^ ^k*      ..  commenced.  From  various  observations, 

iiitlammations,  Dr.  Abercrombie  states,  1       .  .       •      •        a*  /*    1  «i    «   •  .    «• 

..  -.««^l„«;««.' f.««,  r-.*«   «4  .L-4  «^*««'  ^e  states,  he  is  satisfied  that  intestine 


iheie-arc  in  a  natural  sUte,  or  easily  re-  «<^»Jf  .t^ndeniess  of  pentpn.tis.' 

galaled  by  mUd  medicines  througfi  the  „Jul V^T^  A'   ^!*K"«f."  «PJ?*'^»  ^\ 

whole  eou^  of  the  disease."        ^  gether  to  the  discrimination  ol  cases  of 

-  That  oteDsiTe  and  faUl  iDflamma-  '^^"'  ^"'"^  ^^^^  PJ  »"fl*,«°n'**'o"»  ?»d 


Tbto  vtlde,  wlikb  has  sppsarcd  In  tlie  whether  hysterical  or  the  results  of  i rrita- 

DmmmJ0mrmmi^M§iiemi  Science.  wTfpuWMh  tion  of  the  spinal  cord,  are  often  esta- 

r^^Si^m ^bkJ  ffi'^'hhlir^SlSS  !:!«'«'«  *»^r'^y.' r*^  «»'>« preparatory 

teprcuiofl.— BiK  Gas.  auorder,  aua  with  no  duten&iou  of  tha 
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intestinal  cauul  to  account  for  the  acute  sicians,  that  their  practice,  when  in 
tenderness  on  pressure?  No  medical  doubt,  is  to  run  the  risk  of  errinj^  on  the 
man  is  now  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  safe  side,  and  treat  the  disease  an  iuflam- 
the  contents  both  of  the  thorax  and  ab-  matory  ;  —  perhaps  a  judicious  plan 
domen,  as  well  as  their  parietes,  are  enounrh  under  the  circumstances,  but 
subject  to  attacks  of  a  violent  pain  of  a  certainly  not  so  consolatory  to  the  pa- 
nervous  or  spasmodic  character,  yet  tient,  nor,  as  I  have  elsewhere  re- 
with  acute  soreness  to  the  touch,  as  in  marked  ^,  very  creditable  to  medical 
pure  inflammations.  These  a  re  so  widely  science.  Itmay  be  questioned,  too,  whe- 
separated  from  the  latter  in  their  nature,  ther  a  rule  of  the  kind  with  young  pby- 
and  require  such  a  very  different,  I  sicians  would  lead  only  to  errors  on  the 
might  almost  say  opposite,  mode  of  safe  side.  I  have  seen  one  valuable 
treatment,  that  a  correct  diagnosis  be-  life  lost,  and  others  endangered,  by  such 
comes  a  matter  of  still  greater  interest  practice,  and  sometimes  the  antiphlo- 
than  in  cases  of  ileus.  There  are  few  ^istictreatment  vigorously  adopted  ;  not, 
instances  of  ileus  in  which  one  effective  indeed,  where  doubts  existed  in  the  mind 
bleeding  might  not  be  of  effective  ser-  of  the  practitioner,  but  where  the  cases 
vice,  wnile  there  are  few  of  hysterical  were  altogether  mistaken, 
pseudo -peritonitis,  or  enteritis,  or  of  I  am  far  from  assuming  to  myself  a 
similar  affections  arising  from  irritation  .  perfect  freedom  from  perplexity  in  all 
of  the  conl,  which  might  not  be  made  possible  cases  simulating  inflammations 
worse,  or  indeflnitely  protracted  by  it ;  of  internal  organs  which  may  come  be- 
yet  we  And  in  our  best  elementary  fore  me,  but  with  the  facts  I  bave  stated 
works  on  this  subject  a  most  perplexing  impressed  on  my  mind,  I  cannot  but 
indefiniteness,  a  diffnseness  of  descrip-  feel  that  the  experienced  physician  is 
tion,  and  a  labouring  at  discrimination,  usually  too  well  satisfied  with  that  in- 
wholly  unworthy  of  the  present  im-  definable  power  of  recognizing  or  iden- 
proved  state  of  medical  science,  and  tifying  diseases  almost  unconsciously 
unnecessary,  if  any  real  or  essential  acquired  in  the  course  of  long  practice, 
difference  of  character  could  be  pointed  In  reflecting  on  the  melancholy  steps 
out.  It  is,  indeed,  because  there  is  an  by  which  it  is  attained— on  tne  sad, 
essential  agreement  in  all  material  though  perhaps  excusable,  errors  com* 
points,  that  our  attention  is  directed  to  mitted — he  consoles  himself  with  the 
the  attitude,  the  expression  of  couute-  conviction  that  such  experience  only 
nance,  the  manner  of  complaining,  and  could  gift  him  with  a  knowledge  which 
even  the  temper  of  patients,  al£ough  neither  books  nor  lectures  had  taught 
there  must  be  sometimes  very  considera-  him,  when  he  should  rather  feel  that  the 
ble  diflTcrences  as  to  all  these  in  indivi-  true  reparation  to  his  conscience,  the 
duals  similarly  affected,  and  in  any  case  real  duty  he  had  to  perform  in  acqnit- 
'  no  slight  degree  of  experience  is  re-  tance,  was  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
quired  to  form  a  proper  estimate  of  their  such  mistakes  with  others,  by  analyzing 
value.  We  arc  told  that  one  aflTection  the  characters  of  those  perplexing  dia- 
ls frequent,  the  other  rare  in  compari-  eases,  and  endeavouring  to  trace  the 
son — that  females  are  more  liable  to  it  sources  from  which  his  late  discrimina- 
than  the  other  sex,  and  those  of  seden-  tion  was  derived.  It  it  not  enough  for 
tary  habits  in  towns,  than  those  leading  a  practitioner  in  a  difficult  case  to  be 
active  lives  in  the  country;  all  of  which  assured  he  is  himself  capable  of  deter- 
niight  be  very  useful  information,  so  far  mining  its  nature;  he  should  consider 
as  it  tended  to  corroborate  features  of  a  whether  his  knowledge  or  ability  admits 
more  marked  expression,  but  is  essen-  of  being  communicated  to  others ;  and 
tially  loose  and  vague  if  considered  by  when  he  believes  it  is,  but  not  until 
itself.  Again,  we  are  reminded  of  one  then,  he  may  also  believe  that  he  has 
or  two  truisms;  that  if  a  disease  has  acquired  information  of  infinitely  greater 
lasted  long  and  done  no  mischief,  or  if  value  to  the  public  than  any  thing  it 
it  has  been  aggravated  by  an  anti-  could  have  suffered  from  his  early  mis- 
phlogistic   treatment,    its   character  is  takes. 

not  inflammatory.    We  may  thus  ar-         I  have  been  led  to  indulge  in  these 

rive  at  a  correct  diagnosis  about   the  obscivations  in  consequence  of  the  ap- 

time  the  complaint  ought  to  be  cured  parent  inattention  .  with  which  a  sug- 

and   for^tten.     But  the  climax  of  our 

difliculties  on  this  subject  is  displayed        .  ^^  Tre.tl..  oa  Funettonl  Affectum,  of  the 

in  tlic  admissions  of  cxpericuccd  phy-  spinai  Cord. 
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gestioii  with  respect  to  tlie  diaguosis  of  teuderuess  exists,  there  ulsu  exists  a 
iieuriilfpc  affections,  proposeu  by  nic  state  of  the  system  scarcely  compatible 
suuie  years  siuce,  was  received  hy  the  with  acute  inflaiuniatiuii. 
prufession  :  I  then  stated,  that  in  any  If,tben,  pain  and  soreness  on  pressure, 
doubtful  cases  I  believed  if  tenderness  those  supposed  cliaracteristics  of  inflam- 
on  pressure  at  the  portion  of  the  spinal  mation,  are  of  all  others  the  most  equi- 
column  correMDonaing  with  the ditturhetl  vocal  symptoms,  belong  as  certainly  to 
organ  existed,  it  might  be  considered  irritative  as  to  inflammatory  affections, 
decidedly  neuralgic ;  but  if  no  such  and  almost  necessarily  exist  if  there  be 
symptom  was  found,  it  was  probably  acute  spinal  tenderness;  what  is  to  be 
inflammatory.  The  suggestion  was  our  guide  in  deciding  the  diagnosis 
then  offered  rather  as  a  result  of  indi-  when  called  to  a  person  suffering  with 
vidual  observation,  which  I  was  anxious  violent  pain  of  side,  feverishness,  dif- 
frhould  be  tested  by  the  universal  expe-  ficulty  of  respirati(ui,  and  soreness  of 
rieuce  of  the  profession,  than  with  a  the  intercostal  muscles ;  or  with  violent 
view  of  claiming  attention  for  an  ineon-  pain  in  the  abdomen,  accompanied  by 
truvertible  fact ;  but  I  have  since  sore-  exquisite  tenderness  to  the  touch,  and 
jieatedly  derived  ready  assistance  in  pernajis  constipation  and  vomiting— (/* 
simulated  inflammation,  by  assuming  we  do  not  examine  the  xpinal  column/* 
it  as  such,  and  have  had  the  diagnosis  We  want  to  ascertain  the  simple  fact  in 
so  invariably  borne  out  by  the  result,  the  first  instance,  of  whether  the  pain  is 
that  I  do  not  now  hesitate  to  assert,  it  is  in  the  viscus  supposed  to  be  affected  at 
almost  the  only  single  symptom  upon  all,  or  whether  it  be  merely  in  the  tho- 
n  faicli  a  young  practitioner  can  rely  racic  or  abdominal  parietes.  And  since 
without  danger.  the  patient  shrinks  and  complains  on 
Witfaoot  entering  into  the  question  of  pressure  in  both  cases,  what,  1  ask  again, 
the  nature  of  spinal  irritation,  which  I  is  to  be  our  guide,  if  we  do  not  examine 
have  discussed  at  large  in  anotherplace,  the  spinal  column  P  Arc  we  to  depend 
1  may  be  pennitted  to  claim  the  reader*s  upon  speculations  on  the  attitude,  ex- 
attention  to  two  points  connected  with  pressioii  of  countenance,  temper  or  man- 
it,  which  must  be  regarded  as  physiolo-  ner  of  a  patient,  when  we  can  at  once 
ffical  facts.  That  the  spinal  cord,  as  lay  a  finger  on  the  spine,  and  detect 
the  experiments  of  Le  Gallois  have  both  the  cause  and  nature  of  his  corn- 
shown,  is  composed  of  portions  inde-  plaint. 

pendent  of  one  another  in  their  powers        If  in  the  former  case  we  find  acute 

and  functions,  being  centres  from  which  tenderness  of  some  of  the  dorsal  vcr- 

the   nervous  actions   of  corresponding  tebne,  or  in  the  latter  of  some  of  the 

parts  of  the  body  emanate,  and  to  which  lumbar,!  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  the  one 

they  tend;    and,  secondly,  in  conform-  is  not  pleuritis,  nor  the  other  enteritis, 

ance  with  the  well-known  law,  by  which  nor  will  eiUier  bear  large  depletion  with 

the  pain  and  tenderness  arising  from  impunity.     The  pain  and  tenderness  are 

disorder  at  the  origin   or  truuK  of  a  merely  referred  to  the  extremities  of  the 

nerve,  is  referred  to,  or  felt  at  its  extre-  spinal  nerves,  ramified  through  the  in- 

niitr,  that  affections  of  the  spinal  cord  tercostals  or  abdominal  muscles,  from 

are  not  usually  recognizable  by  pain  at  the  afl'cctioii  of  the  corres[)onding  por- 

tbe  part  diseased,  but  at  thetermina-  tion  of  the  spinal  column,  and  indicate 

tions  of  the  nen'es  in   distant  organs  nothing  whatsoever  of  the  state  of  the 

arising  from  it.     From  these  facts  there  viscera  interna]  to  them,  which  usually 

is   one  undeniable  inference  in  deter-  excites  so   much   alarm.     If  these  are 

miniiijp    the    diagnosis    of    cases    re-  facU,  and  I  believe  few  will  deny  them 

sembling  inflammation, — that  wherever  to  be  so,  on  examining  for  themselves, 

spinal  tenderness  exists,  we  must  at  all  is  it  not  absolutely  leading  the  young 

events  set  down   pain  and  tenderness  practitioner  into  those  mistakes  which 

(the  two  most  important  symptoms  in  we  so  much  deprecate,  to  associate  pain 

assisting  us  to  detect  internal  inflamma-  and    tenderness  on  pressure  so  exclu- 

tion)  as  » bully  valueless;  inasmuch  as,  sively  in  his  imagination  with  inflam- 

whether  there  be  inflammation  or  not,  niatory  diseases  ?     Is  it  not  strange  too, 

these  are  not  peculiarly  (he  results  of  it,  that  cases  are  every  day  published  in 

but  may  arise  also  from  the  tender  state  our]>criodicaIs,  with  dissrrtatiuns  on  the 

of  the  cord.     I  might  perhaps  go  much  difficulty  of  their  diagiio.>is,  \\  illiout  the 

fariber,  and  assome,  toat  wncrc  spinal  slightest  ullubion  to  Uic  spinal  cord,  the 
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stateof  wbicbjin  every  case  of  presumed  up  and  the  lids  half  open.     Her  com- 
inflammation,  our  present  knowledge  of    plaints  were  low,  scarcely  audible,  ber 

physiolo^^  must  snow  us  tbe  necessity  respiration  painful  wben  deep ;  tuming" 

of  ascertaining  *.     One  would  suppose  from  side  to  side  increased  ber  pain, 

where  the  obscurity  of  the  diagnosis  is  although  when  tbe  paroxvsm  occurred 

ofien  so  undeniable,  that  any  adventi-  she    turned    sometimes    on    ber   face, 

tious  light  which  could  be  brought  to  There  was  excessive  tenderness  of  the 

bear  upon  it  would  be  sought  for  with  abdomen,  the  least  pressure  making  ber 

avidity,  but  this,  every  day's  experience  scream.      She    baa     been     constantly 

assures  us,  is  very  far  from  the  reality,  vomiting  for  the  last  few  hours.     Tbe 

As  illustration  is  very  generally  more  castor  oil  had  operated  once  scantily ; 

impressive  than  argument,  I  shall  offer  her  pulse  was  but  little  quickened,  and 

two  or  three  cases  to  tbe  consideration  there  was  no  heat  of  skin, 

of  the  reader.  Here  was  a  case  of  constant  pain  in 

A  young  woman,  aged  25  years,  was  the  abdomen,  chiefly  about  tbe  umbili. 

attacked   with   pain   in   the   bowels  at  cat  region,  liable   to  severe  exacerba. 

night  after  a  feeling  of  chilliness.     She  tions,  attended  by  exquisite  tenderness 

took  some  essence  of  peppermint  and  on  pressure,  vomiting  and  constipation, 

went,  to  bed,  but  the  pain  gradually  in-  and  continuing  for  twenty-four  hours, 

creased,  and  at  two  o  clock  in  the  mom-  I  am  convinced  that  almost  any  young 

ing  she  took  twenty  drops  of  laudanum,  physician    would   have   felt  great  dif- 

At  seven  o'clock,  tbe  pain   still  con-  ticulty,  indeed  almost  an  impossibility, 

tinuing,  she  took  castor  oil,  with  ten  or  of  determining,  from  a  consideration  of 

fifteen  drops  more  of  the  laudanum,  by  the  symptoms,  that  ibe  complaint  wms 

tbe  directions  of  an   apothecary,  and  not  infiammatory^  and  I  believe  that  the 

soon  after  ten  drops  were  repeated  in  a  great  majority  of  either  young  or  expe- 

saline  draught.  I  saw  her  at  one  o'clock,  rienced   ones  would   at  once  infer  the 

and    found   her    writhing    with    pain,  existence  of  inflammation,  and  bleed, 

chiefly  round  tbe  umbilicus  and  to  the  ^I  say  so  from    having   witnessed    it, 

right  side.     It  became  more  violent  by  and    from   having  early   in   my   own 

fits  like  colic,,  though   never  entirely  professional    life     always     prescribed 

subsiding,  and  during  tbe  intervals  bf  in  such  cases  with  timidity,  as  if  I  felt 

comparative  relief,  she  sometimes  threw  that  all  consideration  of  the  symptoms 

ber    arms  about  restlessly,  sometimes  led  to  little  better  than  conjecture.     I 

lay  as  if  insensible,  with  tbe  eyes  turned  bad  now,  however,  new  ground  for  a 

diagnosis  in  the  state  of  the  spinal  co- 

•There  wa.  a  pD^er  from  Dr.  Samuel  Cusack  Ju^u,  on  examining  which  my  mind 

to  one  of  last  years  Dublin  Medical  Journal*,  ^      *.         4.        *                      t-               j 

"  On  certain  Nenroua  Affection*  occurring  prin-  was    set   at  rest.     AS  SOOn  as  1  pressea 

cipaiiy  in  Females."   It  was  an  e^say,  in  fact,  on  on  the  upper  lumbar  vcrtcbrse  the  girl 

tbe    treatment   and  diagnosis  of  those  chronic  „««-.«^j     J;:V.l««»l-r        ««..«.U«-     ».»    U-»J 

pains  belo«e  tbe  mammtt.  or  between  tbe  false  S^ajted     Violently,      caught     mv    hand, 

ribs  aud  iienm,  to  often  mistaken  for  phthisis,  and   complained   that   I  bad   hurt  her 

pleurisy.  iiTer  complaint,  &c.,  to  whiih  public  at.  dreadfully:  the  pressure,  she  said,  bad 

tention  bas  been  directed  of  late  years  by  several  .                 V.,        «  j       •      1'      •          i_      u    j 

writers,  as  Instances  of  spinal  Irritation.    Dr.  increased  the  abdominal  pain :  sbe  bad 

Harshaii  Hall  described  them  long  since  In  hia  never  had  any  hysterical  attack  in  ber 

r.h:"Du2?"'.'f r»X^%V5'R!%^'m%r  life-    I  ""Jf"^  *e  •Women  to  be  fo- 

fiubiisbcd  a  letter  on  the  soiject  as  long  ago  as  mented  freely,  and  gave  ber  live  grains 

821.    Dr.  Brown,  of  GUsgow,  poi.iished  pre-  of  Calomel  with  half  a  grain  of  opium, 

cisely  similar  cases  in    1828,  demonstrating  the  j*^*          n                         ?i               zi  i* 

connexion  of  tbe  pain  with  the  spinal  cord,  and  directing    ftve   grams  ol  alOCS  and  ft VC 

•ince  then  we  have  had  esssys  from  Dr.  Darwall,  of   extract    of    nenbane,    to    be    taken 

i'.S'h'SWT.i.ct;S;*!''^°f  P^'i^un'g  '."o?  IS  |"'J  t'-o  I'o-"".    The  oJomel  .nd  the 

nature  of  those  pains,  and  tbe  little  connexion  first  dose  of  the  aloetlC  pills  remained 

they  had  with  a  disease  of  the  viscera  appareoUy  on  the  stomach,  but  the  Succeeding  doses 

affected.    It  Is  of  course  open  to  any  physician  to  _                •      .    1             _      _  *.•          sl^       ua 

publish  cases  and  observations  in  support  of  par-  ^«re    rejected;    a    purgative    draught 

ticular  Tiews,  however  frequently  placed  before  was    also    thrown    OlT:  she  then   f|^ot  a 

}L'ri5S.'iJ?tor'.rci.«\l'r,r«:^'S;  P-nrative  enem«   which  w«  wpeated 

1884  to  publiah  an  essay  on  these  affections,  not  in  an  bour,  but   both  passed  Off  Without 

only  without  the  sii«ht«ft  eiiusion  to  tbeir  pee-  any  appearance  of  feeces.    The  vomit- 

•Ible  connexion  with  the  state  of  the  splual  cord,  •  .r    J:Ji^     «„j  ♦^^^^-^^^  «r  .Iwl^w..^ 

Irat  without  the  least  mention  of  any  of  those  '"gj.P*""*  ">«  tenderness  Of  abdomen, 

writers,  to  whom  we  are  Indebted  for  both  the  continued  very  severely  throughout  the 

^'^^^^^^^i.^v^uXiJS^r^ic:^  "*»•"»•    At  uight  shejot  a  turpeuUnc 

an  csuBiottion  of  the  vertebra.  enema,  and  was  placed  m  a  but  bath, 
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wbich  gave  some  relief,  and  procured  a  was  not  so  direct.  Her  pulse  was  ninety- 
scanty  evacuation.  The  pain,  however,  six,  ber  skin  feverish,  and  toneue  white ; 
soon  recurred,  and  she  was  ordered  a  she  had  nausea  and  occasional  vomiting, 
grain  of  opium,  to  be  repeated  every  and  could  not  turn  or  move  in  the  bed, 
hour  until  it  should  subside.  The  bowels  without  considerably  increasing  her  suf* 
wcre  freely  moved  soon  after  taking  the  ferings.  The  only  symptom  tnat  could 
first  dose,  but  she  did  not  experience  lead  me  for  a  moment  to  doubt  that  I 
any  considerable  relief  until  she  had  had  here  a  case  of  very  serious  inflam- 
taken  the  third,  aAer  which  she  fell  into  mation  to  deal  with,  was  the  expression 
a  sound  sleep,  and  in  the  morning  was  of  the  countenance,  which  did  not  be- 
in  every  respect  improved.  The  pain  tray  the  deep  anxiety  and  distress  I  have 
had  altogether  substdt-d,  and  the  exqui-  usually  seen  in  the  inflammation  of  vital 
site  tenderness  was  now  felt  in  the  right  organs,  although  her  own  descrip- 
epigastric  region  only.  She  had  threat-  tion  of  her  suffering  was  sufliciently 
enings  of  a  return  of  the  attack  in  the  alarming. 

course  of  the  day,  but  it  was  readily  The  treatment  of  the  case  with  deci- 

subdued  by  a  repetition  of  the  opiate,  sion  and  confidence  now  depended  alto- 

Od   the   following  morning  there  was  gethcr  on  tlie  examination  of  the  spine. 

scarcely  any  pain  or  tenderness,  and   if  If  I  found  a  state  of  increased  sensibility 

the  complamt  had  been  inflammatory,  I  and  excitement  of  that  part  of  the  cord 

would  now  have  left  the  patient's  bowels  which  gave  origin  to  the  lumbar  nerves, 

perfectly  at  rest.     But  believing  it  to  be  the   pain   and    tenderness  of   abdomen 

an  affection  of  the  spinal  cord,  arising  would  be  accounted  for,  and  I  need  not 

from  disorder  of  the  digestive  functions,  infer  a  more  alarming  cause  for  them. 

1   ordered   another  dose  of  castor  oil.  If,  on  the  other   hand,  there   was   no 

which  operated  freely,  and  was  followed  spinal  tenderness,  the  existence  of  acute 

by  no  recurrence  of  the  attack.  inflammation  was   almost  certain,  and 

Mrs.  ,  aged  :K)  years,  of  a  full  the  most  active  treatment  was  dcniand- 

liabit,  complained  of  pain  in  the  right  cd.  On  ]>ressing  the  spinal  column,  as 
iliac  region,  which  gradually  increased  soon  as  1  reached  the  lumbar  vertol)nc 
until  the  whole  of  the  abdomen  became  she  started  and  screamed  aloud.  Sbe 
sore  to  the  touch  ;  on  the  third  day  she  also  felt  excessive  pain  on  my  touching 
took  castor  oil,  which  operated  freely,  the  sacrum,  or  making  pressure  behind 
but  gave  no  relief  I  saw  her  on  the  the  trochanter,  or  at  the  front  of  the 
iiflfa  day,  when  sbe  complained  of  being  hip-joint  in  the  groin.  I  therefore  un- 
mncb  worse,  and  directed  her  to  get  to  hesitatingly  concluded  it  was  one  of 
bed,  to  have  the  bowels  fomentecl,  and  those  nervous  affections  simulating  in- 
to take  pills  of  aloes  and  henbane  every  flammation,  ill  which  the  progress  of 
second  hour  until  relief  was  obtained,  the  case  fully  bore  me  out.  A  few 
In  the  morning  I  received  a  letter,  stat-  leeches  were  applied  to  the  most  painful 
ing  that  she  had  been  in  ag^ny  all  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  grain  of 
night,  was  much  swelled,  had  not  had  opium  was  directed  every  second  or  third 
her  bowels  moved  for  three  days,  and  hour  until  there  was  some  abatement  of 
wan  now  feverish  and  throwing  every  pain.  She  was  also  directed,  as  soon  as 
thing  off  her  stomach.  I  became  ex-  the  vomiting  abated,  to  resume  the  pills 
cessively  alarmed,  and  regretted  I  had  of  aloes  and  henbane,  and  take  a  dose 
not  bled  her  on  the  night  before.  On  of  castor-oil.  She  got  considerable  re- 
arriving  at  her  residence,  I  found  her  lief,  but  passed  a  restless  night.  In  the 
complaining  of  violent  pain  all  over  morning  she  took  the  aperient  medi- 
the  abdomen,  but  most  acutely  in  the  cine,  which  operated  freely,  and  now  had 
right  iliac  region,  and  almost  down  to  pain  occasionally  only,  and  at  long  in- 
tbe  pnbes  on  that  side.  There  was  tervals;  the  vomiting  had  ceased,  but 
fulness  of  the  bowels,  and  the  greatest  the  soreness  of  the  abdomen  was  still 
tenderness  on  pressure.  She  could  not  exquisite  in  the  right  ileum  and  groin, 
bear  the  slightest  touch  in  the  iliac  re-  anu  she  screamed  when  I  pressed  on  the 
gion,  and  one  spot  she  described  as  ex-  vertebra,  or  immediately  behind  the 
quisitely  sore.  It  was  on  this  account,  trochanter.  Fomentations  were  now 
perhaps,  that  she  bore  the  weight  of  my  directed;  belladonna  plasters  were  af- 
nand  laid  flat,  and  pressed  wery  gradu-  terwards  laid  over  the  painful  parts,  and 
ally,  betterthan  pressure  with  the  points  the  opium  pills  were  given  every  f\(\.V\  ox 
of  the  fingers,  as,  in  the  former  case,  sixth  hour.  She  spent  1\ac  day  weW^ 
the  pretaare  on  the  most  painful  spot  but  the  pain  recurred  in  iVic  v\\^V\V.  Ncxy 
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severely,  and  was  relicFed  by  the  ano-  tions  were  applied  to  the  lower  part  of 
dynes.  Next  morning'  the  bowels  were  the  abdomen,  and  she  got  diaphoretics 
aguined  moved,  but  the  soreness  on  at  intervals.  Under  this  simple  treat- 
pressure,  or  on  movinuf  much  in  the  ment  the  symptoms  declined,  and  on  the 
bed,  still  continued.  The  case  went  on  succeeding  night  she  feltqaite  relieved; 
in  this  way  for  several  days,  abating*  the  lochia  and  secretion  of  milk  becom* 
verv  gradually,  but  the  soreness  of  the  ing  abundant,  and  the  pulse  soft  at  126. 
abdomen  and  of  the  hip-jaiiit  was  not  After  the  lapse  of  aome  days  she  was  op 
perfectly  removed  until  she  was  for  and  well, 
some  days  driving  out  in  her  carriage.  Mrs.  M        ,  a  married  woman,  aged 

I  attended  this  lad  v  afterwards  for  an  26  years,  had  very  severe  flooding-  in 
attack  of  acute  bronchitis,  which  was  of  her  lying-in.  On  the  fiftli  day  afler, 
a  similar  character  in  its  advanced  she  was  seized  with  pains  in  the  abdo- 
stages.  The  cough,  oppression,  and  ex-  men,  attended  by  excessive  soreness  to 
pectoration,  were  evidently  the  result  of  the  touch,  and  fewer.  She  got  castor 
nervous  irritation,  and  required  tonics  oil  on  the  sixth  day,  which  operated 
rather  tlian  the  continuance  of  any  an-  twice  without  giving  much  relief.  In 
tiphlo^istic  treatment.  She  told  me  the  evening  she  had  a  slight  rigor,  and 
that  m  a  former  illness,  which  she  felt  very  weak.  The  milk  bad  left  her 
called  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  the  from  the  first  moment  of  the  attack,  and 
doctor  had  bled  and,  I  believe,  blistered  the  lochia  had  nearly  ceased.  I  saw 
her  more  than  once ;  that  she  was  gfoing  her  for  the  first  time  on  the  night  of  the 
on  from  bad  to  worse,  with  incessant  seventh  day  from  her  delivery,  and 
cough  and  debility,  until  at  last,  in  de-  found  her  lying  on  her  back,  with  her 
fiance  of  all  advice,  she  took  a  glass  of  knees  up,  complaining  much,  and  inca-- 
pure  wine,  which  cured  her  like  a  pable  of  the  least  motion  on  turning'  to 
charm.  I  mention  this,  not  that  one  one  side  or  the  other  without  the  great- 
can  infer  much  from  such  loose  state-  est  torture.  The  pain  was  constant, 
ments,  but  because  it  gives  some  but  was  increased  to  an  excessive  de- 
idea  of  the  irritability  of  her  nervous  grce  at  intervals;  coughing  was  very 
system.  distressing  to  her,  and  the  least  pressure 

Mrs. ,  of  a  delicate  nervous  ha-  on  any  part  of  the  abdomen  made  her 

bit,  af\er  a  natural  labour,  had  internal  scream.     Slow,  steady,  caations  pressure 

heeniorrhage,  with  pallid  countenance,  with  the  flat  of  the  band  was  unbeara- 

cold  clammy  sweats,  chilliness,  and  an  hie,  but  she  could   stretch   down   her 

almost  imperceptible  pulse  at  156.    The  limbs  without  increasing  her  suflTerings. 

hcemurrhage  ceased  on  the  extraction  of  Her  countenance,  which  was  pale  from 

several  clots  with  the  baud,  but  the  de-  the  flooding,  had  an  expression  of  dis- 

bility  continued  to  an  alanning  degree  tress,  and  the  brows  were  knit  as  with 

for  several  hours.     She  had  large  doses  pain.    The  skin  was  warm,  the  tongue 

of  laudanum,  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  moist  and  white,  and  the  pulse  weak,  at 

throuG^h  the  night,  which  seemed  to  re-  112.     There  was  excessive  tenderness 

lievc  her  much ;  but  in  the  morning  the  of  all  the  lumbar  vertebne.    The  abdo- 

debility  was  still  great,  the  pulse  weak  men  was  fomented,  and   she  got  two 

at  130,  the  features  sunk,  and  the  re-  grains  of  calomel  and  a  grrain  of  opium 

spiration  much  hurried.    On  the  follow,  every  third  hour.    After  the  seconadose 

ing  evening  she  had  a  severe  rigor,  and  the  pain  abated,  and  she  got  a  fl^ood  deal 

was  soon  aAer  attacked  with  pain  and  of  sleep;  but  in  the  morniiMr  the  symp- 

tendemess  in  the  uterine  region,  execs-  toms  returned,  and  the  pills  were  re- 

sive  pain  in  the  head,  brow,  and  eyes,  sumed  with   the  same  good   effect   as 

with  sickness  of  stomach  and  vomiting,  before.   The  tenderness  of  abdomen  was 

There    were   thirst  and  heat   of  skin,  now  rather  less,  though  the  bowels  ap- 

and   the  pulse  became  rather  hard  at  peared    more'  full,    not    having^    been 

140;  the   tenderness  on  pressing  over  moved  for  the  last  forty- eight  hours; 

the   uterus   was  considerable,  the  pain  she  could  tUrn  from  side  to  side  with 

constant,  the   lochia    diminished.      On  less  suffering;  the  pulse  still  112,  and 

examining  the  spine,  there  was  found  the  skin  warm  and  moist;  she  took  cas- 

acute  tenderness  of  the  lumbar  vertebra;,  tor  oil,  and  afterwards  piUs  of  aloea  and 

upon  which  it  was  assumed  to  be  a  case  extract  of  henbane  every  second  hour, 

ot  nervous  irritation,  and   not  inflam-  which  operated  freely;  she  paased  a  to- 

mation.    A   dose  of  calomel   uith  ex-  lerable  night  and  seamed  easier,  but  got 

tract  of  henbane   tras  ^iven,  fomenta-  the  pain  more  violently  than  ever  ou 
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the  followinff  Tnomin^,  when  it  was  re-  I  nii^lit  niiiltiply  ca5«ps  oftliKs  nature 
lieved  hy  forty  dnips  of  laudanum ;  it  to  an  extent  that  would  he  tiresome, 
continued  in  the  intervals  of  thej^  pa-  without  making  the  point  much  elenrer. 
mxTsms,  but  not  seyerelv.  In  the  Perhaps  it  may  he  suid,  that  an  expe* 
efeniu^ the  paroxysm  recurred,  and  was  ricnced  eye  would  have  deteetcl  some 
•|Fain  relieved  by  the  laudanum.  Not-  anomalous  symptoms  in  all  of  these, 
withstand iDfif  these  recurrences  she  felt  which  would  have  led  to  doubts  of  their 
herself  on  the  whole  much  better,  could  infliinmintory  nature.  I  am  imt  dis- 
turn  fmm  side  to  side  with  more  free-  posed  to  deny  that  much  may  i)e  in* 
dom,  and  wished  for  nourishment;  she  ferred  in  sucli  attacks  from  tiie  su<hleii- 
complained  of  some  headache.  She  was  ncss  with  which  violent  symptoms  su- 
nowdirfCte<l  to  take  three  g^ ins  of  sul-  pervene,  the  ahscnee  of  deep  distress 
phate  of  quinine  three  times  a  day,  and  and  anxiety  of  countenance,  and,  above' 
to  repeat  the  laudanum  if  seized  with  all,  from  a  freedom  in  the  movements  of 
the  pain.  I  also  allowed  her  to  get  a  the  lower  extremities  unusual  in  acuto 
little  chicken  broth  or  beef  tea.  She  abdominal  intlamniations.  There  \«as^ 
passed  a  gvwd  nigfht,  and  although  the  indeed,  at  least  one  of  these  discrrpan. 
pain  recurred  at  intervals  on  the  follow-  cies  ol>servable  in  n  greater  or  lesser 
mfr  momingr,  it  was  much  less  severe ;  dep^ree  in  each  of  the  cases  lietailed  ; 
she  threw  up  some  aloetic  and  henbane  but  how  arc  youn^*  practitioners  to  form 
pills  which  she  had  taken  to  free  the  a  diag'nosis  on  sucii  ^rouuds?  Petiplc? 
Dowels;  the  abdomen,  though  still  pain-  suffer  similar  defrrees  and  kinds  of  pain 
ful  on  pressure,  was  much  less  tender;  with  very  dissimilar  degrees  of  ft)rtitude; 
the  soreness  of  the  spine  was  nearly  and,  at  all  e\eiits,  any  rcasonin<r  on 
gone,  and  her  milk  was  returning'.  As  such  sig'ns  must  be  founded  on  coinpa- 
ber  bowels  had  not  been  moved  for  the  risons,  \«hieb,  to  be  worth  any  thin^f, 
last  tbirty>six  hours,  she  g'ot  some  cas-  would  imply  an  experience  no  youngr 
tor  oil,  and  the  quinine  and  broth  were  practitioner  can  be  supposed  to  possess. 
continued ;  she  complained  much  of  In  all  acute  inflammations  of  vital 
headache.  organs,  I  believe  that  no  spinal  tendor- 
Tbe  pain  recurred  aprain  violently  in  ncss  will  be  found,  except  where  it  ex- 
the  niffot,  soon  after  which  the  flooding  ifcted  previous  to  the  supervention  of  the 
returned  for  a  short  time,  and  then  attack^,  or  where  the  spinal  cord  itself 
ceased.  The  pain  was  relieved  by  a  happens  to  be  the  seat  of  such  iuHani- 
grain  of  opium ;  felt  much  better  mation.  In  all  neuralgic  affections,  on 
thniug-h  the  day,  and  ate  a  little  meat  the  contrary,  tenderness  of  some  portion 
without  permission  ;  tlie  soreness  of  the  of  the  spinal  column,  usunUy  that  cor- 
abdomen  almost  gone,  and  none  what-  responding  to  the  affected  on/an,  may 
soever  of  the  spine  ;  her  headache  was  be  detected,  except  in  some  rare  eases, 
better;  she  continued  her  quinine  and  in  which  it  seems  probable  the  gan<r|i- 
nourishment,  and  was  well  in  a  few  onic  nerves  ahme  are  concerned.  As 
davs*.  these  cases  must  still  ])resent  a  difiiciilty 
1 . in   their  diagnosis,   we  must  rest  con- 

•  The  .bore  cMe.  at  the  firtt  moment  I  wa.  ^*^»fejl  with  those  general  characteristics 

eaUe<l  to  It,  to  perfecUy  answered  the  deacrip-  which,  however  vagUC  or  liable  to  lead 

tU«atijenof.impleperitoniii.(.eeAbercroinbie  us  into  error,  are  all  we  have  to  guide 
on  the  Vliicera,  n.  151},  and  ao  truly  resembled  i     11  i  1  •  1  111 

tbecateaoftlutdlaeaae  which  had  fallen  within  US,   and  all  we  have   hitherto  had  to  (h*- 

mr  own  experience,  that  I  watched  Ita  projrreM  termiue  our  opinion  in  that  larijc  class 

;';iJS?;?  .?  *rilin»r;/"for'i,hrgrl'h:  of  neuralgic  afiecti.ms,  for  the  <l.t..etio,i 

extreme  tenderneaa  of  »pine  woold  full V  account  of  which    I    have   here  Ix^eil  oflfriiig  a 

for  thP  tendemeM  of  alMfomen.  the  great  torture  new,  and  I  believe  less  doubtful  sign. 
expeileticed  on  the  leant  motion  from  vide  to  aide  '  '^ 

waa  a  aymplom  more  rharactertatic  of  true  perl-  ~~ 

tontiia  than  of  a  neuralgic  afTectlon ;  the  proKreHa  opiate  more  than  nnce  or  twice  in  the  day.    I 

of  the  complaint,  however,  fully  sati^Aed  me  of  may,  however,  point  out  one  Mymptcim  n  wliirti 

U«  natnre.    I  lielleve  there  Is  no  practical  phywi-  the  cMse  differed  from  peritonitiK- -tl:f  ea-e  oiid 

elan  will  aaaert  that  a  caae  of  acute  peritonitis  freedom  with  which  Khe  could  >tret(  h  duwn  licr 

woald    hare   been    arieated    by    the    treatmeut  limbo.    In  cpinulaffL-ttions  tlieleo^ii  ntotionofihe 

adopted,  which  was,  in  fact,  little  else  than  pal-  spine,  especially  tiirriingor  twiNiiiiif  inoMon,  will 

lUtlve.    It  waa  only  on  the  firat  day  of  my  at-  Hometimes  increase  the  ahdominai  pain,  but  it 

tondaoce  that  the  opium,  combined  with  calomel,  scarcely  ever  occasions  difficulty  or  uiiensinesa  in 

W9M  glvea  with  any  regalarity,  five  grains  having;  the  motions  of  the  lower  limb-i. 
been   talcen  within  twenty-four    hours}    for  al-         *  Some  writers  nn  siiinal  irritation  ntnte  that 

though  the  pain    recurred  with  equal  violence,  they  tiave  found  spinal  tenderness*,  w\lU  VwVVmxv- 

Bubseqaeotly  the  hail  stidom  occasion  to  take  an  mution  of  liver. 
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The  observations  offered  respecting'  nose.  Tlie  ulcers  of  the  surface  occur 
the  diagnosis  of  cases  resembling  acute  onlv  on  the  nose,  or  on  parts  in  the  im- 
inflammations,  apply  with  almost  equal  mediate  vicinity,  being  apparently  a 
truth  to  those  resembling  chronic  dis-  mere  secondary  affection, excited  and  Kept 
eases ;  I  mean  those  pains  affecting  the  up  by  the  deep-seated  irritation.^  Tne 
chest,  and  attended  b^  cough  and  per-  other  two  diseases  have  their  seat  in  the 
haps  oppression,  leading  to  apprehen-  cutaneous  tissue ;  the  evidence  of  which 
sions  of  phthisis — the  side,  between  the  is,  that  they  often  affect  other  parts  of 
false  ribs  and  ilium,  sugfgesting  affec-  the  skin,  as  well  as  that'  covering  the 
tions  of  the  liver  or  bowels— >or  the  note.  The  one  apfiears  to  be  a  disease 
pubic  region  simulating  disease  of  the  of  the  strumous  Icind ;  it  comes  out  in 
womb  or  ovaries.  It  is,  however,  wholly  the  form  of  papulse  and  small  pnslales, 
unnecessary  to  extend  this  paper  to  an  having  irritable  inflamed  bases,  which 
unreasonable  length  on  the  subject  of  speedily  become  the  seat  of  ragaped  su- 
those  nervous  affections,  the  nature  and  perffciai  ulcers.  The  other  is  the  can- 
diagnosis  of  which  I  have  discussed  so  cer  of  the  skin,  which,  while  it  may 
fully  in  another  place ;  I  need  only  re-  occur  in  other  situations,  is  very  often 
mark,  that  deducing  inferences  from  observed  on  the  nose, 
acute  or  chronic  pain,  apparently  affect-  The  two  following  cases  are  exam- 
ing  any  viscus,  without  examining  the  pies  of  the  6r8t  and  second  of  these  dis- 
state  of  the  spinal  cord,  seems  to  me  eases.  In  the  first  a  complete  cure  was 
little  less  absurd  than  omitting  to  exa-  effected  under  the  use  of  iodine.  It 
mine  the  state  of  the  hip-ioint  in  those  ought,  however,  to  be  borue  in  mind, 
painful  affections  of  the  knee,  the  na-  that  in  such  cases,  on  the  diseased  bones, 
ture  of  which  is  not  immediately  ob-  which  are  the  great  source  of  irritation, 
vious.  In  either  case  the  disease  may  being  discharged,  a  spontaneous  cure  is 
not  exist  at  all  in  the  part  apparently  often  effected.  In  the  strumous  disease 
affected ;  and  the  real  source  of  the  pain  of  the  skin  the  benefit  obtained  was 
can  only  be  ascertained  with  certainty  much  less  considerable, 
by  an  examination  of  the  origin  of  the  Agnes  M*I]wee,  set.  12,  spinner.  Ja- 
nerves  distributed  to  it,  or  of  any  organ  nuary  7th:  Left  half  of  upper  lip  is  the 
with  which  the  part  affected  may  be  seat  of  an  irregular  unhealthy  ulcera- 
supposed  to  sympathize.  tion,  with  thin  edges,  no  granulations, 

and  pretty  deeply  excavated  in  several 

'■  places.     Discharge  is  thin  and  serous, 

ON  THE  concreting  into  yeHowish  scabs.     Inte- 

THERAPEUTICAI   EFFECTS  OF  f„"nt.rL':.'£?^hZ\^^^^^^ 

IODINE,  are  red  and  chapped.     Disease  appeared 

GIVEN  IN  vEav  LiRGE  DOSES,  about  twclvc  mouths  ago,  healed  spon- 

In  theformt  of  Iodide  of  Starch,  Hydriodh  Acid f  taneously,  and   reap))eared   six    weeks 

and  Iodide  of'  Potassium.  since,  cold   weather  seeming  to  be  its 

By  Andrew  Buchanan,  M.D.  exciting  cause.                      .        ^   , 

Junior  Surgeon  to  the  GL-gow  Royal  Infirmary.  ^H'^?  ?^^"  ^^  ulceration  of  throat 

attacked  her,  and  ended  m  complete  de- 

[Concittii«lfromp.47.j  structioii  of  velum  palati,  and  partial 

—  destruction  of  roof  of  mouth.     I&veral 

Noli  me  tanaere.  K'*^".  ^^  *^"^   ^T  ^i^*"*^.  »«d 

"  v«^' «^«  there  is  now  an  oval  opening  into  nos- 

Under  the    bead  of  noli  me  tangere  trils,  the   posterior  part  of  septum  of 

and  lupus,  surgeons  comprehend  ceruin  which  is  destroyed.     No  pain  in  dis- 

ulcerative  affections  of  the  nose,  the  in-  eased  parts ;  glands  under  angle  of  jaw 

tracuble  nature  of  which  seems  to  have  considerably  enlarged.     General  health 

suggested  the  first  name,  while  the  se-  pretty  good      No  treatment. 

cond  is  expressive  of  the  wide-spreading  sth.-Snm.  ter  indies  lodid.  Amyl.  3j. 

destruction  of  parts  which  they  not  un-  q,  g,                                           ^      <^ 

frequently  occasion.      There  appear  to  iq^/   '  t:**i     u« 

be  three   distinct    affections  ti  which  |»th.-LitUe  change  on  symptoms. 

these  names  are  often  indiscriminately  Augeat.  dos.  lod.  Amyl.  ad.  Jss.  ter  in- 

applied.      The  first  seems  to  have  ite  °'^* 

seat  in  the  bones  and  cartilages  of  the  37th.  —  Ulcers  of  lip  every  where 
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cicatrized,  except  a  stripe  alonj*-  marpiii  to  insert  ilie  case  atlenprth.  Tlie  woman 

of  mouth,  whieli  is  coveretl  with  a  dry  was  40  years  of  age,  and  the  tumor  of  3 

scab.     A  considerable  portion  of  septum  years'  stnndinpr.      She   came   into   tlie 

and  maxillary  bone  have  been  removed,  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  havinof  it  re- 

and  there  is  no  longer  any   discharge  moved.     The  ojjeration  was  prevented 

from  nose.     Medicine  agrees  well.  by  an  attack  of  erysipelas,  u  hich  came 

Feb.  23d.-— Dismissed  cured.  on  the  very  day  fixed  forperformin;*'  the 

operation.  On  the  subsidence  of  tho 
Ann  Smith,  »t.  17,  weaver:  March  erysipelas,  several  lymphatic  vessels 
Ath.— About  six  years  ago,  observed  a  were  found,  hardenetf  like  uhip>eord, 
small  excoriation,  discharging  a  thin  anil  an  enlarged  gland  above  the  elavi- 
serum  at  lower  part  of  septum  of  nose.  cle.  Allthoughtsof  excision  were  there. 
It  remained  stationary  for  two  years,  fore  abandoned,  and  the  patient  put 
when  discharge  became  more  consistent,  upon  the  liquid  hydriodic  acid.  It 
and  a  scab  formed*  and  since  that  time  should  have  been  mentioned  in  the  former 
superficial  ulceration  and  scabbing  have  part  of  this  paper,  that  the  str(>ngth  of 
been  sp.retfding,  till  now  the  tip  also,  this  liquid  aciu  is  exactly  the  same 
and  septum  of  the  nose,  are  involved,  as  that  of  Coindet's  tincture  of  iodine, 
The  scabs  are  of  a  yellowish-green  co-  if,  in  preparing  the  latter,  the  quantity 
lour,  and  on  separating,  leave  the  subja-  of  alcohol  be  dt-termined,  as  I  believe  {< 
cent  parts  in  a  state  of  ulceration,  commonly  done,  not  by  weight,  but  by 
About  12  months  ago,  small  papulie  measure.  In  that  case  an  ounce  of  (:itli<*r 
formed  upon  left  cheek;  they  disctiarged  preparation  contains  9ij.  of  iodine.  Of 
from  tbeir  summits  thin  purulent  mat-  the  li(]|^uid  acid  the  ])atient  took  §>s. 
ter,  which  concreted  into  scabs  of  the  three  times  a  day,  ecpiivalcnt  to  3.i*  of 
same  character  as  those  on  nose.  About  iodine,  commencing  on  thr  IDth  rcbrii. 
nine  months  since  a  similar  eruption  ap-  ary,  and  continuing  without  any  inler- 
|K*ared  on  each  side  of  neck,  and 'there  mission  till  26ili  March. 
IS  now  a  stripe  of  superficial  ulceration,  She  took,  thcrffore,  in  all,  ii])wai'ds  of 
covered  with  green  scabs,  extending  xv.  of  iodine.  The  efleets  of  this  very 
from  lobe  of  ear  downwards  to  near  cla-  large  quantity  upon  her  com]>laint  may 
\icle.  Right  cheek  became  affected  six  be  judged  of,  from  the  re])ort  made 
neeksago.  on  the  day  the  medicine  was  inter- 
Back  of  neck  is  swollen,  and  indurated  niitted. 
from  about  the  3d  to  the  7th  vertebra,  March  26th.  —  Has  used  hydriodie 
swelling  extending  the  whole  breadth  of  acid  since  last  report;  no  change  in 
neck.  It  is  attributable,  apparently,  to  glands  of  axilla,  and  above  clavicle.  Tu- 
the  irritation  of  a  seton  inserted  in  May  mor  of  mamma  larger,  and  ulceration 
last,  and  followed  by  an  attack  of  cry  si-  deeper,  more  extensive,  and  very  foul. 
pclas.  Little  change  in  pain,  though  for  tlit^ 
General  health  not  much  affected;  last  two  days  it  has  been  aggi-avated. 
catamenia  absent  for  nine  months.  Was  Pulse  84;  general  health  pretty  good. 
a  patient  in  this  house  in  May  and  June  Dismissed,  with  advice, 
last,  when  Nitr.  Argenti,  and  other  local 

applications,  were  of  little  service,  the  lumors. 

cure  being  apparently   affected  by  the         Mrs.  Gibson,  tet.  34.      August  8t!i : 

attack  of  erysipelas.  Seven  months  ago,  leg  became  afTrctc-d 

R  lodid.  Plumb.  3j. ;  Axungia,  jj.  M.  w>^^   considerable  pain    and  erysipcla- 

F.  nnraent  maculis  impetiginosis  ad-  tous  redness;    this    shortly   afterwards 

hxbendum.  subsided,  and  upper  part  of  leg  bognii 

Sum.  lodid.  Amyl.  ^8.  tcr  indies.  to  swell:    since  then  it  has  gradually 

April  28tb.-Di8mii»ed.  considerably  '""«''«^«j  ".'  P.'^so'"  >■}/■%  , 
imDroved  admission,  calf  of  leg  measures 

'  Cancer  ^^^  inches  more  than   ojipositc  one  in 

circumference.     On    internal  side  it  is 

A  Terjr  complete  trial  was  made  of  pretty  hard,  and  unvielding;  at  external 

the  hydnodic  acid  in  a  case  of  cancer  of  part  it  is  soft  and  elastic,  but  no  tluctua- 

the  mamma,  but  unfortunately  with  no  tion  can  be  recognized  in  it.     Tumor  is 

other  re»u]t than  that  which  has  hitherto  somewhat,  though  not  very,  nio\eahle  ; 

ffdiowed  every  attempt  to  find  a  remedy  seems  to  arise  deep  anuMig  the  muscles, 

for  that  terrible  disease.      It  is  needless  and  does  not  ap))ear  to  be  attached  to 

403.— XIX.  O 
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any  of  the  bones.     Sa  js  it  is  the  seat  of  less  red  and   scaly.     Iodine  does  not 
constant  pain,  sometimes  lancinating^.  produce   costiveness,  and   in  other  re- 
Dismissed  cured.  spects  agrees  well. 
This  patient  was  put  upon  gr.  xv.  of  Augeatur  dosis  ad  Jj. 
the  iodide  of  potassium  daily,  and  di-  ^  ,           ,        t»     \. 
reeled  to  rub  frequently  the  leg  with  an  *f**-   ^^^;""  ^atc"?*  on   arms  and 
ointment  containing  the  same  medicine,  *™"*^  S^^^  ]ot  some  Unae    and  natural 
and    to   abstain   from   motion.      Under  *^*^"'^  «^  *»'»"  restored.     Still  a  little 
these  means 
appeared  ;    : 

pital  on    the    .*u    \^\,wvx^i,  %.u^^i^    waa  i*u  ,  -  -  «.       _    .  .     F --1-- 

vestijre  of  it  remaining.  ^jl^^i'.  ^  ^ij.  3vi.  gr.  xxif.,  or  2304  gr. 

Nothing  could    be  more  unexpected  of  >odine.    The  medicine  gave  the  usual 

than  the  issue  of  this  case,  and  it  excited  V"^®  ^   -     secretions,  but  did  not  pn>- 

much  surprise  in  all  who  witnessed  it  ^'"^f  oostiveness,  nor  any  other  iocon- 

The   fact  that  at  a  consultation,   held  '"^""T^fl .       tv.     .      . 

after  her  admission,  several  of  the  gen-  ^^^'  2eth.— I>ismissed  cured, 

tlemcn  were  of  opinion  that  the  limb  in  another  case  of  psonaws  some  be- 

would    ultimately   require  ampuUtio^,  n^fit  was  derived  from  the  iodine,  but  it 

shows  that  the  tumor  was  one  of  no  ^•*  ^  ^^  means  so  marked  as  in  the 

trifling  description.  preceding  case.      A  full  trial  of  ii  was 

-    "     -  -     *^                                    -  not  made,  as  the  patient  was  remitted  t& 


that   peculiarity,    there    can    be    little    7",.- — ^ ^w^.„^..^„  „,^  „^^  „,  ,„^ 

doubt,  depended  altogether  the  eflicacy  'P^***®  of  starch  in  the  dose  of  3»s.  three 

of  the  remedies  employed.  ^'"^  *,oav  on  the  12th  January,  and 

Dec.  20th.— Leg  continued  free  from  ®"  7^  ^^^^  February  the  enijition  w»« 

swelling  and  pain  for  about  a  month  "^^''^  fi^°°.®-  f"^  «*.  **>«  disease  usually 

after  dismissal.    About  this  time,  after  ^^^  '^"^'" '?  **"«  »P"ng,  the  amendment 

exposure  to  cold,  began  to  experience  ™aj  nave  been  owing  to  the  season  as 

lancinating  pains  in  the  part  formerly  much  as  to  the  remedy.      I  may  further 

affected,  which  became  soon  after  swol-  "mention,  that  m  a  case  of  lepra  which  I 

len,  and  gradually  increased  to  the  same  ^""^^^^  ?"  Vp'^^\^  ^"^^  the  iodide  of 

size  as  at  former  admission.    Continued  ^^^\  i"   ««  dose  of  a  tea-spoonful 

the  iodine  for  some  time  after  being  dis-  *^*^®  ^"®*  *  ^*J» »  «""*  was  effecud  in 

missed ;    but    she  has    undergone    no  *oout  six  weeks, 

treatment  for  the  last  six  weeks.    Being  Ichthyosit, 

at  present  in  the  ninth  month  of  preg-  Donald    McDonald,    «t.   19.    shoe- 

nancy  she  is  dismissed  with  advice  till  maker.-Nine  days  ago,  and  three  after 

alter  deliveiy.  impure  connexion,  observed  some  small 

Lepra  and  Ptoriasis.  pustules  on  jg^lans ;  they   were   at  the 

John   M*Lellan,  teUt.   32,  labourer.  ^"^  productive  of  no  uneasiness,  and 

Jan.  17th:  Extremities  are  the  seat  of  ^^^  ^"  consequence  neglected.     Fi?c 

a    scaly    eruption,    which    commenced  <>ays  ago,  after  a  debauch,  observed  pre- 

about  two  years  ago  around  knees  and  P"^®  V*  ^  swollen   and   painful,  and 

elbows,  in  the  form  of  roundish  patches,  S^*^,?*^  comnlet*  phymosU  came  on. 

slightly   elevated,  and  surmounted  by  ..|,   ,V"^  gradually  extended  upwards, 

shining  white  scales.     These  have  now  Jl'*   '°®  .^P®*^  P«,«?  became  affected, 

coalesced  into  large  blotches,  rough,  red.  V  *"™'**»on»  awellmg  is  so  great,  that 

and  scaly,  with  occasional  small  fissures  ^M**  ^'^  j""*'  ^   uncovered      Penis  is  of 

scattered   through  them.     Experiences  ""*'^^  '®°' .*?5  P^puce  is  beginning  to 

no  uneasiness  from  complaint.     General  •**n™«  a  livid  appearance  at  its  up|ier 

health  good.  P**^-    viands  in  groin  are  very  slightly 

Sum.  lodid.  Amyl.  Jss.  ter  indies.  ^'Jf^^  '  •^"^  ^^^*'5  pqlse  96;  tongue 

Jan.  «4th.— Spoto  on  skin  somewhat  Whole  body,  but  particularly  front  of 
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tki^bs  and  legw,  is  the  seat  of  a  scaly  HOMCEOPATIIY  UNPIirLOSOPlII. 

ernptioii.     Scales  on  thij^rhs  and  knees  ^AL  AND  QUACKISH. 

are  small,  thick,  of  a  greenish   colour, 

and  closely  set,  somewhat  resembling'  '~'~' 

shagreen  in  appearance ;  in  other  places  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

they  are  laryire,  thin,  and  light  coloured. 

On   desquamating,  skin  is  left  rough  ^"^y 

and   tender.      This  eruption  he  avers  The  essence  of  the  inductive  philosnnliy 

appeared    three   dajs  after  connexion,  of  Lord  Bacon  has  been  truly  said   to 

Denies  previous  infection.     Has  been  consist  in  ascertainimj  the  universality 

nsinff  mercury  for  the  last  four  days,  of  a  fact.     This  m  as  the  method  which 

and  his  mouth  is  slightly  affected.  ibis  illustrious  ])hilosopher, 

Circnndetar  penis  cataplasmate.  '*  The  great  deliverer,  be  from  irliom  the  gloom 

Utatur  Miatura  emeto-cathartica  m.  s.  ?''?'?'**"«/^  moi.k.,  and  j«rgoi . leaching uchoou, 

*jr       1.     i«.i-     J            A           J     •     •  Led  forth  the  true  philosophy," 

March    12th,  day    alter    admission,  ,   , 

fore    part    of  prepuce    garc    way  by  recomn>ended  us  to  pursue  m  our  in- 

sloughing,  and  glans  protruded  through  l"*"*-**  "'^^r  i™^*'*  ,  ^^''L  ^^  *"^  ^*"'*^J 

apetSng.    Fore  part  of  prepuce  removed  V'^  ^'^'^^^  ""^  Aristotle  held  an   usurped 

by  knife,  and  leeches  applied  to  penis,  «J«7""»n  J>ver  the  kingdom  of  sr  icncc, 

with  barm  poultice.     Sloughing  quite  «"«!  tliesylogism  wasuniycrsal  Iv  cousi- 

slopped,  cut  surface  having  a  lieallhy  ^^^"""^  *  tribunal,  from  whose  decisions 

a»>fCL     General  excoriation  of  surface  there  could  be  no  appeal . 

ofglans,  and  one  small  elevated  sore;  .^^  ^^e  errors  which  have  crci)t  iiit » 

no  discharge  from  urethra;  skin  as  at  science -all  the  false  conclusions  which 

admission.  utLSi^  been  deduced  from  the  invcstiga- 

Som.  lodid.  Amyl.  Jss.  ter  indies.  J«o»s  of  particular  branches  of  kuow- 

ldtb.-Medicine  agrees  well.  kI^''""^^?  originated  in  a  neglect  of 

ADgeat  dosis  ad.  Jj.  the  important  rules  laid  down  by   the 

^,.       — -        , -"^      .           ..  author  of  the  A owwm  C/r«aMiiiw.     There 

.   ^^""J^^"*'^''T"^"?'*''*'°""*''^r  "  "ot  a  more  remarkable  instance  on 

healed.    Snllsunerficial   ulceration  of  record  of  the  folly  of  generaliziiMr  li cm 

rians,  CO  which  wlution  of  N itr.  Argenti  ^  few  particulars,  than  that  exhibited  bv 

hM  been  applied.   Scabs  on  limbs  some-  Hahnemann  and  his  followers.     Irom 

what  lesa  dense.     Iodine  agrees  well,  tlie  examinaUon  of  a  few  insignificant 

and  urine  deeply  tinged.  facu  as  the  basis,  they  have  created  a 

Utat.  Baln.Calid.  Calore  grad.  110  ad  mighty  superstructure,  which  is  desig- 

^20.  nated  by  them,  with  pomp  and  parade, 

26ch.— Conld  not  endure  bath  hotter  "  the  science  of  homocopnthy !" 

than  lOd^.  Neither  in  perspiration  from  If  the  principle  which  the  homa>r)])n- 

forehead,  nor  in  water  of^  bath,  could  thists  consider  to  be  unequivocally  csU- 

any  iodine  be  detected.  blished  be  founded  on  a  logical  dediic- 

April  28th. —Skin  now  well ;    penis  tion  from  admitted  premises,  the  w  liole 

completely  cicatrized.    Dismissed  cured,  system  of  medical  ireatnicnt  adopted  by 

It  is  necessary  to  state,  with  respect  '*  allopathists"  must  be  founded  in  error. 

lo  this  patient,  that  he  came  into  the  Once  admit  the  truth  of  the  boinwo^a- 

boapital  (or  the  venereal  affection  first  thic  theory,  and  the  science  of  medicine 

described,  and  that  no  reliance  can  be  must  undergo  a  revolution  ! 

placed  on  the  very  improbable  account  Before  1  consent  to  remodel  the  whole 

ffireo   of  the  origin  of  iiis  cutaneous  fabric  of  medicine,  and  to  abandon  tb.c 

disease,  as  he    spoke  and  understood  principles  which  I  have  been  taiiglit  to 

English  very  impeifectly,  and  varied  in  consider  to  be  founded  on  a  correct  view 

his  statements  every  lime  be  was  inter-  of  the  character  of  disease,  T  naturally 

Tied.  ask  myself  a   few   questions.     In    the 

candude  the  subject  of  cutaneous  first  place,  is  such  a  medical  chan^^e  ne- 

diseases  by  saying  that,  in  a  case  of  cessary?      Is  our   prc&ent    system,  as 

impetigo   sparsa,  a  care    was  effected  taught  in  the  schools,  so  grossly  inipcr- 

under  the  use  of  the  liquid  hydriodic  feet  as  to  require  such  a  thorough  re^c- 

acid,  intemaUy,  and  the  citron  ointment  neration  as  the  homoeopathists    would 

as  an  eztemal  application,  and  that  no  lead  us  to  believe  ?    £very  practitioner 

benefit  was  derived  from  the  iodide  of  must  admit  that  there  are  diseases  \%  hich 

4arah  is  a  Tery  obstinate  case  of  porrigo  fre(|uently  baflle  the  united  skill  of  phy  - 

firosa.  sician,  surgeon,  and  apothecary,    and 
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that  the  science  ofmcdicine,  as  at  present  with  a  g'cntlemaD  who  was  treating^  the 

established,  is  justly  called  an  *^  nnver-  case   huinocopatbically.      It    was     not 

tain''^  science,  and  this  uncertainty  must  long*  ere  I  perceived  that  the  patient'K 

exist,  so  loner  as  medical  men  have  to  life  was  in  jeopardy,  and  I  feel  assured, 

deal  with /ivt 71^  heing^.     Ifthehomoeo-  that  if  active  remedies  bad   not  been 

pathists  can  make   medicine   an   exact  had  recourse  to,  the  patient  would  have 

science,  and  can  point  out  to  me  a  more  been  lost. 

successful  mode  ortrcating  those  diseases  A  practitioner  is  called  in  to  a  serious 
which  are  considered  by  us,  under  cer-  case  of  enteritis;  carrying  out  the 
tain  circumstances,  as  incurable,  I  will  homoBopathic  principle,  arsenic  and 
willingly  consent  to  throw  aside  all  my  powerful  stimuli  ought  to  be  adminis- 
preconceived  ideas,  and  confess  myself  tered,  because,  when  these  medicinaU 
a  proselyte  to  homoeopathy.  If  1  am  are  taken  in  a  state  of  health,  symp- 
travelling  one  road  to  a  certain  point, ,  toms  similar  to  those  arising  from  in- 
and  a  man  comes  up  to  me  and  recom-  testinal  inflammation  are  produced  ! 
mends  me  to  change  my  route,  I  natu-  "  Similia  similihiit  c%irantur^^  say  the 
rally  ask  him  to  point  out  to  me  the  ad-  homoeopath ists.  Need  I  say  what  would 
vantages  «  hich  I  am  to  derive  from  the  be  the  consequence  of  this  treatment  ? — 
change  ? — if  there  are  none,  I  prefer  death,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  ninety- 
following  the  dictates  of  my  own  Judg-  nine  cases  in  a  hundred, 
ment.  What  has  been  said  by  Paley  of  I  will  suppose  another  case:— A  man 
religion,  may  not  inaptly  be  applied  to  has  taken  arsenic,  or  laudanum,  for  the 
physic.  A  man  is  at  liberty  to  think  as  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  his  exist- 
ne  pleases  on  the  subject  of  religion ;  ence,  and  stupor,  or  acute  gastric  in- 
but  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  by  the  flammation,  is  the  consequence.  If  the 
magistrate,  to  teach  to  others  doctrines  homosopathists  practised  the  doctrines 
at  variance  with  the  established  creed  of  they  taught,  tney  would  administer 
the  land,  and  inimical  to  the  divine  small  doses  of  the  very //ru^  te7iM  vAtcA 
word  of  God.  the  patient  had  been  poisoned  ! 

With   regard    to    physic,     Morison,  Iodine  I  have  found  to  be  almost  a 

Eady,   and   the    Homoeopathists,    may  specific   in  certain  cases  of  secondary 

imagine  they  have  discovered  a  "  royal"  syphilis,  and  in  a  variety  of  cutaweois 

and  a  rail-road  to  health  ;  but  they  are  affections ;  but   I  never  yet  saw  symp- 

not  at  liberty  to  compel  others  to  travel  toms  resembling,  in  the  remotest  degree, 

this  road,   when  it  is  certain  it  will  tend  syphilis,  arise   from  the   exhibition   ni 

to  their  destruction.  ioaine  to  a  person  with   an  indurated 

Government  ought  to  have  it  in  their  liver, 

power  to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  In  opposing  homceopatby,  I  would 

men,  when  that  practice  can  be  proved  not  run  into  the  opposite  extreme,  and 

to  be  detrimental  to  the  public  good.  consider  tbe  beneficial  eflTectsof  a  medi- 

In   the  case  of  the  much.lamented  cine  to  increase  in  a  ratio  with  its  dose ; 

death   of  Madame    Malibran,    as  you  neither  will  my  credulity  allow  me  to 

justly  observe,   the   treatment  adopted  believe  that  a  millionth  part  of  a  grain 

during  one  short  hour,  in  her  precarious  of  calomel,  given  every  two  hours,  will 

state,  may  have  made  the  diflference  be-  impede  the  disorganizing,  progress  of 

twecn  life  and  death.    The  danger  aris-  an   acute  attack  of  iritit :  tlie  idea  is 

ing  from  the  practice  of  homoeopathy  preposterous! 

is  similar  to  what  is  likely  to  accrue  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that 
from  any  other  description  of  quackery,  these  practitioners  act  up  to  tbeir  own 
It  is  not  that  there  is  any  thing  pemi-  principles.  They  may  talk  and  write 
cious  in  the  medicines  they  administer,  about  their  surprising  cures,  and  per- 
but  the  evil  lies,  as  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  suade  the  credulous  that  they  were 
observes,  in  the  false  confidence  which  is  treated  homoeopathically,  but  it  is  my 
inspired^  to  the  exclusion  of  other  and  firm  conviction,  that,  should  one  of 
better  remedies  *.  .  I  speak,  sir,  from  these  practitioners  be  attacked  with  in- 
personal  observation  of  the  evils  result-  flammation  of  tbe  brain,  or  by  any  other 
mg  from  their  tampering  with  the  life  serious  organic  disease,  he  would 
of  a  fellow  creature.  Not  many  months  quickly  abandon  his  own  crude  notions, 
ago,  I  was  called  in  to  a  serious  case  of  and  submit  himself  to  the  ordinary  mode 
inflammatory   disease,    in   consultation  of  treatment.     This  is  the  best  mode  of 

— ^ -.  testing  a  man's  belief  in  a  particular 

*  Medical  Lof<c.  doctrine.     It  may  be  said  that  a  man 


MR.  bullock's  case  OF  POISONING  DY  FISH.  Ho 

may    "know    the   n«jlit,  and   yet   the  brcathinj;^  was  next  rrlicvcd,a]i<l  all  ihc 

Hrnii^  pursue,"  and  that  he  may  preach,  symptoms  <>;-ra(liially  and    rapidly   dis- 

aml  yil  not  have  the  moral  courage  to  appeared,  so  that  at  seven  oVIock,  after 

prartise :  hut  he  who  knows  anything  havin<;' slept   half  an  hour,  ^he  awoke, 

i»f  disease,  will   n<it,  if  life  he  sweet  to  beinj'"  perfectly  well,  and  has  continued 

htm,  trifle  with  himself  by  ncjflectinj^  so   ever  since.     It   is   to    he   remarked 

the  surest  mode  of  arresting^  its  progress,  that  this   woman   was  the  only  one  of 

I  remain,  sir,  the  party  who  suffered  fn»m   the  eHVets 


Your  obedient  servant,  of  the  meal,  and  that  she  had(*\peri- 

FoRBEs  WiNsLow,  cuccd   a  similar  attack  twelve  months 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  sincc,  after  eating"  muscles. 

Surgeon^  Lonilon.  j^,  ^,^j^  ^.^^^.^  j^  ^.^^^,|j  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  j,,^, 

4d,  Hertr'orct-iitreet,  Bluy  Fiiir,  poisonous  efl'ecfs  of  the   muscles   arose 

*■*■   '       ^'  from  idiosyncrasy,  since  llie  ]>alient  had 

previously    suffered    a    similar    attack 

ironi  the  same  exciting  cause  ;  also  from 

CASE  OF  POISONIiNG   BY  FISH.  theremuinderof  her  family  having  eaten 

By  HENEr  Bullock,  M.R.C.S.  Jlf^^'"-  '^^'»^'  '**'"**  ;*^^'^  P^"^**^^^*,  impunit  v. 
Ihe  treatment  .adopted  was  that  nsuallv 

"""^  pursued  at  St.  Thomas's  llosjiital  \vit)i 

Elka^or  Merwick,  (ctat.  39,  of  good  universal  success. 

general    health,    partCNik,    in    common  Mohring  DeMytilorum',  ^e.  li.isrelat- 

with  her  family,  at  dinner,  of  muscles,  ed  s.veral  cases  precisely  similar  to  the 

which  had  nothing  peculiar  either  in  above,    with    one    ex<yption,    namely, 

their   smell,   taste,  or  general   appear-  that     the     chest    symptoms     preceded 

aiice,  at  one  oVlock,  on  Thursday,  Sep-  the    cutaneous  irritation,    a;id    all    his 

tembcr  22, 1836.     Her  account  is,  that  patients    recovered    under    the    use    of 

having  eaten   about   a   dozen,   she,  in  emetics,     which     appears    to     be     the 

about  a  <|iiartcr  of  an  hour  aiter,  expc-  practice    recommended    by    Heck,   and 

rieiicefl  great  uneasiness,  and  a  sense  of  most  authors.     A  number  of  cases,  bovv- 

weii^ht  at  the  epiga.strium,  which   con-  ever,  are  recor«led    in    the   (tnzeite   df 

tiuuc<l    increasing   for   about  an   hour,  Sante,  relieved  by   U'tber,  the  eruption 

Hhen   a    sensation    of    numbness   and  having  given  place  to  the  most  urgent 

tightness  of  the  surface  generally  su-  asthma.      Dr.    Dulong   has  also  given 

per^encd,  immediately  followed  by  the  (cther,  but  in  his  case  slight  mention 

fiinnation  of  large,  red,  and  white  pro-  only  is  made  of  a  very  temporary  and 

minent  patches  upon  various  parts  or  the  partial  eruptioTi,  with    swelling  of  the 

UnIv,   accompanied   by   an   intolerable  eye-lids   and    face.      The   asthma   was 

itching  and   a   very  tormenting   heat,  distressing. 

while  the  eye-lids  and  face  were  enor-  From   the    reported   cases   in    which 

mously   swollen  and  red.     Two   hours  auher    has   been   employed,   and   from 

haTing  elapsed,  and  the  intensity  of  the  what  we  know  of  its  acli<m  upon  the 

preceding  symptoms  rather  increasing  system,  it  would  appear  applicable  only 

than  diminishing,  she  was  s^'ized  with  at  a  later  period  of  the  disease,  and  in 

a  violent   suffocating    dryness   of   the  those  cases  in  whieb  the  dyspnwa  is  the 

throat,     and    with     oppression     at  the  most  prominent  feature. 

chest,  attended  with    the  most  urgent  The  treatment   by   milk   exemplifies 

dyspna-a;  her  eyes   were  also  suffused  the  efficacy  of  a  remedy,  the  nnldest, 

and    discharging    C(»piouslv,   and    she  perhaps,   employed    in    medicinr,   and 

complained  of  cramp   in   the  calves  of  peculiarly  successful,  at  the  same  time 

the   legs.      About  this  time  I  saw  her,  possessing   many   aclvantages   in  these 

when    the  pulse   was    rapid    and    the  cases,  over  the  use  of  emetics,  both  as  it 

tongue  crimson,  whilst  her  body  was  greatly   shortens    the   duration   of  the 

literally' covered  by  this  violent  form  of  disease,  and   consemiently  the  anxiety 

urticana,   so    that  she  appeared   to  be  and  physical  suffernigs  of  the  ])aiient. 

Kuffering'  the  most  extreme  agony.     I  It  is   perhaps  difficult   to   explain  the 

dirpctcd     her     immediately     to    drink  modus  operandi  of  this  remedy.     Is  it 

largely  of  milk,  and  to  rc]ieat  it  at  short  not  higtil^  probable  that  the  irritating 

ioterralsi.     In  abcmt  an  hour  the  symp-  matter  in   the   stomach  cond)iiies  with 

liiiUM  be^n  to  aliale,  the  heat  and  irri-  the   milk  in   coagulating,  an<l  that  in 

Ulieu   vt  ihe  skin  first  subsiding;  the  consequence  of  this  chemicul  change  it 
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is  rendered  insoluble,  aud  hence  becomes  explanation   accords  with  Mr.  Hunt's, 

innocuouA,  in  a  manner  somewhat  ana-  but  no  farther;  aud  that  view  I  have 

loirous  to  the  action  of  albumen  on  cor-  attributed  to  him  in,  what  I  thought, 

rosive  sublimate  ?  yery  distinct  terms.     What  were  the 

«»  Ti,«™^---  ii«.,.u™i  words  which  I  made  use  of? — "  I  can- 
st. Tnomas  d  Hotpital,  i  ■  .  •  ■  m  • 

Oct.  10,  is^6.  not  close  this  paper  without  obsemng 

' that  my  colleaj^ue,  Mr.  Hunt,  6rsl  sug- 
gested  the    probability  that  the  com- 

PHYSIOLOGY   OF   THE    NERVES  plexity  of  the  nerves  of  the  orbit  was 

AND  MUSCLES  OF  THE  connected  with   the   varied  motions  of 

EYE-BALL.  *^^  ^^'^  ®J^*  which  T  have  pointed  out" 

Who,   that   reads  the  foregoing  panu 

Ri'i^ph,  can   doubt    "  whether  (lii   Mr. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  Hunt's  words)    Mr.  Walker  has  made 

sufficient  acknowledjj^ent  of  the  use 
^^^y  he  has  made  of  the  discoveries"  of  Mr. 
The  polite  m<inner  in  which  Mr.  Hunt  Hunt?  Discoveries!  —  what  b«8  Mr. 
nccuscs  nic  of  literary  dishonesty,  and  H.  di.scovered  ?  Did  be  discover  the 
the  courteous  terms  in  which  he  charges  oblique  muscles,  or  the  fourth  and  sixth 
me  with  a  want  of  courtesy,  must  have  pairs  of  nerves? — or  does  he  pretend  to 
a  pouerJ'ul  effect  in  restraining  me  from  nave  discovered,  that,  when  we  look  at 
any  undue  severity  in  my  remarks  upon  an  object  laterally,  one  eye  is  turned 
his  letter,  dated  Sept.  2G.  inwards  and  the  other  outwards?  If 
It  will  be  well  known  to  many  of  the  be  does,  he  may  rest  assured  that  no 
readers  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  that  one,  either  in  or  nut  of  the  professioo, 
I  have,  on  several  occasions,  addressed  will  ever  acknowledge  any  such  claims. 
tinni  on  the  subject  of  the  nerves  of  the  Mr.  Hunt  has  the  merit  of  being  the 
face  and  of  the  eye  :  more  recently  my  first  to  suggest  what  I  have  above  at- 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  nerves  tributed  to  him,  and  that  is  all  that  he 
of  the  eye-ball  in  particular.  With  re-  can  lay  claim  to;  and  it  has  been 
speet  to  the  pnper  which  was  read  at  the  willingly  and  pr<)perlv  acceded  to  biiui, 
late  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  It  may  suit  Mr.  Hunt's  purpose  to 
the  object  of  it  was  to  give  what  I  say  that  my  views  are  similar  to  his 
hoped  would  be  considered  a  complete  *'  with  one  exception,  viz.  ihe  action  of 
explunntion  of  the  ])hysiuIogy  of  the  the  superior  oblique  muscle."  Mr. 
nerves  and  muscles  of  the  eye-ball,  Hunt  very  well  knows,  however,  that 
which  I  believed  had  not  hitherto  been  there  is  something  more  than  this:  he 
done.  With  that  object  in  view,  I  was  knows  that  some  important  conclusions 
anxious  to  ascertain  what  was  the  pre-  were  drawn  relative  to  the  fourth  nerve; 
eise  condition  of  the  state  of  our  know-  that  the  superior  oblique  was  considered 
ledge  on  this  subject  up  to  the  present  as  the  antagonist  of  the  external  rectr.s 
period.  In  so  doing,  I  gave  a  brief  in  one  eye;  and  that  these  muscles 
abstract  of  all  that  I  knew,  and  men-  were  associated  in  the  action  of  the  two 
tioned  the  various  views  and  opinions  of  eyes,  when  directed  laterally.  In  short, 
different  individuals,  as  far  as  my  know-  if  Mr.  Hunt  had  said  that  my  views 
]cd;ifc  extended ;  pretending  to  have  were  dissimilar  to  his,  '*  with  one  ex- 
discovcrcd  nothing  myself,  but  simply  ception,*'  &c.,  be  would  then  have 
endeavouring  to  draw  conclusions  from  stated  exactly  what  is  the  case, 
these  various  sources  that  should  be  Mr.  Hunt,  to  the  best  of  my  rccollec- 
rational  and  satisfactory.  tion,  not  only  argued  that  the  superior 
In  the  course  of  my  inquiry,  I  oblique  turned  the  eje  outwards  and 
thought  it  right  to  mention  a  view  downwards,  but  farther,  that  he  was  the 
which  had  been  promulgated  by  Mr.  discoverer  of  this  action.  Whether  he 
Hunt,  aud  which  I  regarded  as  a  very  still  reckons  this  as  one  of  his  disco- 
rational  vie  w,  otherwise  I  should  certainly  veries,  1  know  not;  I  only  know  that 
iiot  have  brought  it  forward  as  I  have  it  was  first  suggested  b^  Albinus,  and 
done.  This  view  of  Mr.  Hunt's,  how-  is  now  maintained  by  Sir  Charles  Bell 
ever,  I  could  not  consider  but  as  still  and  many  others.  So  far  from  Mr. 
leaving  the  matter  far  from  being  set-  Hunt's  view  settling  this  question,  in- 
tied,  and  very  imperfect.  So  tar  as  deed,  1  do  not  believe  that  be  offers  a 
adoptiug  that  solitary  view   goes,  my  single  rcaison  for  the  fact,  that  the  supc- 
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rior  oblique  has  a  separate  nerve  as  well  they  have  been  treated  by  Mr.  Solly  in 
aa  the  external  rectus.  a  manner  tliut  reflects  the  hi<ifhcst  credit 
Having  thus,  as  I  trust,  fully  an-  upon  his  industry  and  talonts.  He  has 
swered  the  charge  of  appninriating  Mr.  presented  us  with  an  useful  summary  of 
Uunt^s  discoveries,  1  will  proceed  to  the  most  valuable  results  that  have  Been 
make  a  remark  or  two  on  his  other  recently  obtained  by  the  several  ana- 
accusation — of  want  of  courtesy.  Does  tomists  and  phj  siolog-ists,  at  home  and 
Mr.  H.  consider  that,  because  he,  two  abroad,  who  have  cultivated  this  sub- 
years  ago,  offered  a  susjr^estion  in  his  ject  ;  this  by  itself  is  an  acceptable 
introductory  lecture,  and  last  year  read  offerinjif  to  the  profession,  but  we  have 
a  uapei;  befure  the  Medical  Society,  in  besides  numerous  imp- rtant  observations 
wnich  be  repeated  the  suggestion  —  of  the  author^s  own,  both  on  the  struc- 
does  be  suppose  that  the  subject  of  the  ture  and  physiology  of  the  brain, 
physiology  of  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  When  we  cast  even  a  cursory  glance 
the  eye-ball  is  therefore  to  be  laid  under  over  the  names  of  the  writers  whom 
a  ban,  to  be  tabboed,  and  that  no  one  Mr.  Solly  is  called  upon  to  quote,  wc 
luast  approach  it  until  he  repeats  the  cannot  but  perceive  that  it  is  essentially 
suggestion  in  some  other  form.'  Was  a  new  department  of  physiology  of 
it  not  sufficiently  published  by  being  which  he  treats, — that  it  is  one  which 
delivered  in  a  public  lecture-room,  and  has  risen  up  as  a  distinct  inquiry  in  the 
proclaimed  to  a  meeting  of  a  public  present  day.  So  long  as  it  was  con- 
society,  for  me  to  allude  to  in  reaaing  a  sidered  that  the  brain  itself  was  the 
paper  before  another  society,  or  in  ano-  primary  part  to  be  investigated,  and 
ther  lecture-room  ?  That  it  has  been  that  it  was  the  source  of  a  nervous 
pablishetl  at  this  time  in  the  Medical  power  common  as  regards  the  nerves  of 
<jazette,  Mr.  Hunt  may  thank  him-  the  body,  no  progress  could  be  made; 
self:  it  was  owing  to  the  representa-  but  when  it  was  announced  that  a 
tious  he  thought  proper  to  make  amongst  certain  series  of  nerves,  arising  from 
the  profcrssion  here,  that  1  was  induced  a  particular  tract  of  the  brain,  were 
to  request  you  to  give  it  a  place  in  endowed  with  j)ropcrties  jK-rfcctly  dis- 
jToor  columns,  in  order  that  the  profes-  tiuct  in  their  nature  from  another  series 
aion  might  judge  for  themselves  whether  arising  from  a  different  tract,  then  the 
or  not  I  had  done  an  act  of  injustice,  investigation  assumed  a  new  character. 
and  with  them  I  willingly  leave  it  for  It  is  obvious  what  the  next  step  in  the 
decision. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  progress  must  be.  As  the  tracts  of 
Your  very  obedient  servant,  nervous  matter  prolonged  from  tiic  brain, 

John  Walker.  or   towards  the  brain,  were  jirovcd  to 

Vuebetter,  Oct.  4, 1886.  S^\^  «"*^">  *«  "^^'Y^J  possessing  distinct 

endowments,  the  inference  was  drawn, 

— that  these  tracts  themselves  must  like- 
wise be   distinct  in   their  nature  from 

ANALYSESandNOTICESofBOOKS.  each  other.     Hence  the  chief  objects  of 

______  interest  became,  on  the  one  hand,  to  as- 
certain with  accuracy  the  proper  func- 

-  L-Aoteor  te  'J*  j^J.«nf */ ce  jie  le  lecieur  e«  tions  of  the  several  nerves,  by  observing 

the   organs    which    they    supplied   by 
judicious    experiments  ;    and,    on    tlic 

Tie  Human  Brain:  iU  Configuration,  other    hand,    to     trace     through     the 

Structure,    Development,   and  Phy-  hrain    the    columns  of    nervous    niat- 

siolog^ ;    illustrated  bg  references  to  ^^^  ^'f'*    which    they    were   connected 

ike  li^ervous  System    in    the   lower  ^^.  their  roots.     By   tlfese  means,   and 

orders  of  Animals.       By    Samuel  ^i^^     ^}}^     assistance     of     pathology, 

Solly,    Lecturer    on    Anatomy    and  which,  in  a  subject  like  this,  may  be 

Physiology    in    St.    Thomas's'  Hos-  regarded  as  taknig  the  place  of  cxpe- 

piul,  Slc.  ic.     With  Twelve  Plates,  rinient,  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  titat 

we  might  acquire  some  distinct  know- 
Tbe  title  of  this  book  amply  points  otiit  ledge  of  the  uses  of  the  parts  situated 
the  nature  of  its  contents.  The  subjects  deeply  in  the  brain.  Comparative  ana- 
embraced  in  it  are  of  wide  extent,  and  tomy  would  also  lend  us  most  valuahle 
include  some  of  the  most  obscure  ques-  assistance.  But  it  is  obvious  that  the 
Cious  ill  physiology ;  wc  may  add,  that  foundation  of  all  reasoning  bn  the  func 
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tionsof  the  tracts  in  the  brain,  must  be  a  scription  of  the  same  experTments,  by 
correct  knowledgfc  of  the  particular  uses  M.  Magendie,  bj  several  months.    As 
of  the  nerves  u  hich  arise  in  (>;'rf)U|is  or  in  this  paper  was  delivered  to  the  Medico- 
succession  from  the  different  subdivisions  Chirurgical  Society,  some  time  elapsed 
of  the  cerebral  mass.  afler  it  was  read  before  its  publication ; 
Such  considerations  have  led   us  to  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  it  preceded  the 
examine  with  peculiar  interest  that  part  memoir  of  M.  Magendie.  It  was  entitled, 
of  Mr.  Solly's  work  which  treats  of  the  "On  Partial  Paralysis,"  and  wasdistin- 
functions  of  the  individual  nerves;  and  guished  from  M.  Magfendie's  memoir  by 
we  have  been  gratified  by  finding  that  other  and  more  important  circumstances 
he   presents   a  very  correct  account  of  than  merely  that  of  being  first  before  the 
them.    We  have  also  been  pleased  to  per-  public.     It  not  only  contained,  as  we 
ceive  a  liberal  spirit  displayed  by  him  in  nave  stated,  an  accurate  account  of  the 
bestowing  creJit  where  it  is  due  upon  distinct  properties  belonging  to  the  an- 
thosc  gentlemen  who  have  contributed  terior  and  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal 
most  to  improve  our  knowledge  on  these  nerves,  and  a  detailed  description  of  the 
points.     Tuere  are  some  mistakes,  how-  experiments    which    established     these 
ever,  in  regard  to  those  to  whom  we  are  facts,  but  it  embraced  obserrations  of 
indebted    Tor  some    of  the  discoveries  equal    interest    upon    numerous    other 
alluded  to.      In   particular,  it  has  sur-  nerves :     for     example,    it     contained 
prised  and  disappointed  us  to  find  no  proof  of  the  fiflh  pair  of  the  brain  cor- 
notice  taken  of  tlie  labours  of  an  ana-  responding,  in  structure  and  functions, 
tomist    who  exhibited   great  zeal   and  witn  the  spinal  nerves,  while  it  showed 
intelligence    in   prosecuting  these   in-  the    distinction  between   this  class  of 
quiries    at     their    commencement;  —  double  nerves  and  the  portio  dnra,  the 
we  allude  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Shaw,  ninth,  &c.      But  Mr.  Shaw  did  not 
whose    loss    to    science,    at    the   time  limit  himself  to  the  illustration  of  the 
when    engaged    in    those    very    pur-  natural  functions  possessed  by  the  nerves 
suits,  and    when    he    bad    begun     to  alluded  to;   the  subject  was,  even   at 
gain  a    high   reputation,    was   univer-  that  time,  so  much  advanced,  that,  as 
sally  deplored  by  the  profession.     By  the  title  of  the  paper  indicates,  be  coilld 
those    wbo    will    take    the  trouble  of  grive  pathological  observations  in  addi- 
looking  back   to  the  numerous  papers  tion,  foundecTupon  these  new  inquiries, 
which  this  gentleman  published  on  the  These  illustrations  were  of  the  highest 
nervous    system,    at  the   first    promul-  importance.    The  nature  of  the  ones- 
gation  of  the  discoveries  in    oucstion,  tions  discussed  may  be  judged  of  by 
It    will    be    found   that  he  diu    much  the  title  affixed  to  one  of  the  divisions 
more,  by  his  dissections  in  human  as  of  the  paper,   which   is   this  :^"  Why 
well   as  comparative  anatomy — by  his  should   Sensation   remain  entire  in    a 
experiments    and   his  writings — to  ad-  limb  when  all  Voluntary  power  over  the 
vance  our  knowledge  of  this  branch,  action  of  the  muscles  of^  the  limbs  is 
than    any    of   the   persons,   with    one  gone  ?  or  why  should  Muscular  power 
single  exception,    whose    names   it    is  remain   when   Feeling  is  gone  ?      We 
usual   to    bring    forward    as    meriting  have  onlj  to  remark,  that  the  explana- 
especial  distinction.      With  regard   to  tion  which   Mr.  Shaw  has    g^veii    of 
the    roots    of  the    spinal    ner\'es,    for  these    remarkable    occurrences,    is    as 
example,    Mr.    John    Shaw     repeated  full  and  satisfactory  as  any  that  could 
the  experiments  which  had  originally  be  presented  at  the  present  daj^,  aflcr 
been   performed   by  Sir  Charles   Bell,  sixteen  years'    acquaintance    with   the 
confirmed  their   results,  and   exhibited  subject.     Now  when,  at  a   subsequent 
them   publicly   to   his    class  in   Great  period,  M.  Magendie  came  into  the  field, 
Windmill-Street,  two  years  at  least  be-  and  related  the  same  experiments  on  the 
fore  M.  Magendie  had  thought  of  put-  spinal  nerves  as  if  they  were  original, 
ting  himself  forward  as  an  original  ex-  he  might  not  have  been  aware  of  Mr. 
perimcnter  on  the  nerves.  Shaw's   paper:    but  what    principally 
Mr.  Shaw  was  likewise  the  author  of  astonishes  us,  is,  that   M.  Magendie 
a  pa]>er,  which  attracted  much  notice  at  should  have  been  adopted  as  au  autho- 
the  time,  presenting,  among  other  sub-  rity,  when  his  paper  evinced  moat  de- 
jects, a  full  account  of  the  experiments  cidedly  that  he  was  far  behind  iu   his 
on  the  roots  of  the  s]>iiial  nerves  ;  and  knowledge  of  the  subjects  for  which  he 
in  which  paper  he  anticipated  the  do-  wab  quoted.    Although  be  presented  his 
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ex|>erimeiit8  on  the  roots  of  tlie  spinal  of  inflicting  iiijiiO'f  '*^'^  contributed  to 
iier^'es  so  late,  be    described    them  as  niag-uify  his  frtme:   the    misconception 
quite    isolated,    having*    no  connexion  as  to  the  real  views  which  he  advocates, 
with,  and  receiving    no    confirmation  has  been  a  principal  cause  why  so  few 
from,  any  others.      He  does  not  once  authoi-s  (M.  Mi'iller,  of  Berlin,  we  be- 
refer    to   the    fifth    pair   as    a    corrc-  lieve,  is  the  only  one)  have  undertaken 
sponding    nerve     that     might     illus-  to  controvert  them,  and  show  their  ut- 
trate   their  functions,  or  to   the  portio  tcr  groundlessness ! 
dura  and  ninth  pair    that  mi^ht    be  We  may  be  allowed  to  give  another 
shown  to  differ  from  them.     He  does  instance,  suggested  also  by  reading  the 
not  pretend  to  ex])1ain  paralj'sis  of  any  work  before  us,  of  an  occasion  in  which 
ktna  from  his  experiments :  indeed  he  Mr.  Shaw  ought  to  have  been  quoted 
refers  to  them  as  so  recently  performed,  in  preference  to  any  other  writer,  and 
that  this  could  not  be  expected  ;  and  so  his  authority  joined  to  that  of  Sir  Charles 
far  is  he  from  leading  us   to  suppose  Bell.     The  points  of  which  we  are  now 
that  he  had  ever  before  succeeded  in  treating  may   perhaps  be   thought   by 
obtaining"  the  same  results,  that  he  ac-  some  to  be  matters  indifference ;    but 
knowledges  that  be  had  been  baffled  in  how  can  medical  men  be  encouraged  to 
his    previous    experiments.     But  there  prosecute  their  profession  scientifically, 
is  the  strongest  reason,  independently  of  if  they  do  not  see  that  their  just  claims 
all   these  arguments,  for  rejecting  M.  to  celebrity  will  be  protected  ? 
Magendie  altogether  as  an   authority  When  ^ir  Charles  Bell  announced  in 
npon  the  experiments  in  question.     If  his  first  paper  to  the  Royal  Society,  that 
those  who  quote  him  had   perused  his  the  fifth  pair  was  the  only  nerve  of  the 
second  paper, published  onl^  two  months  encephalon  that  resembled   the   spinal 
after  the  first,  or  any  of  his  subsequent  nerves,  he  founded  this  opinion  upon  its 
publications,  they  would  have  seen  that  being  the  sole  nerve  of  toe  brain  which 
ne  had  completely  changed  his  views  had  two   roots,   with  a  ganglion  upon 
respecting  the  functions  of  the  roots  of  one  of  them,  like  those  nerves.     It  was 
the  spiuainerves,  and  expressed  opinions  his  chief  object,  in   reference   to   this 
'>Wametrically  opposed  to  those  now  gene-  class  of  nerves,  to  prove  that  from  their 
rally  adopted.      In  his  second  paper,  M.  possessing  two  roots,  of  distinct  anato- 
Magendie  maintained   that  neither  of  mical   appearance,   they   had   two  dif- 
the  two  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  is  ex-  ferent   properties  —  viz.   sensation  and 
clusively  for  motion  or  sensation — that  motion ;  wnilst  the  other  nerves  of  the 
each  of  them  is  compound  :  that  the  an-  brain   having  only  single  roots,   were 
terior  root,  although  principally  for  mo-  endowed  with  one  property  alone.    We 
tion,  is  subservient  also  to  sensation ;  and  may  conjecture  that  the  principal  inten- 
the  posterior  root,  although  principally  tion  of  his  experiments  upon  the  nerves 
for  sensation,  is  subservient  also  to  mo-  of  the  face,  was  to  establish  this  impor- 
tion  :  that  the  same  root,  in  short,  may  tant  position — that  the  fifth  pair,  which 
transmit  an  influence  outwards  to   the  has  a  double  root,  gives  both  motion  and 
muscles,  to  cause  muscular  contraction,  sensation ;  while  the  portio  dura,  which 
and  also   convey  a  sensation  inwards.  hasasingIeroot,givesonly  motion.  This 
Such  are  his  most  matured  opinions.  But  distinction  had  necessarily  to  be  drawn 
it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  although  they  hetween  these  nerves,  before  any  other 
are  his  deliberate  opinions,  he  has  never  conclusions  could  be  arrived  at  regard- 
made  a  single  attempt  to  corroborate  ing  them.     Now  it  so  happened,  that 
them  hy  any  experiments  besides  those  although  he  announced  the  fifth  pair  to 
on    the   spina!    canal:    he    has  never  be  the  nerve  of  sensation,  and  liKcwise 
thought  it  worth  his  while  to  examine  of  motion,  to  the  muscles  of  mastica- 
whetber  the  same  characters  belong  to  tion,    the  experiment    which    he   pcr- 
the  corresponding  nerves  of  the  brain  or  formed  to  confirm  this  view  of  its  double 
Dot.    Things,  indeed,  have  turned  out  functions  did   not  bear  him   out.      It 
so  extremefy  favourable  to  this  physio-  is  obvious  that  he  was  misled  by  having 
logist,  that,  as  it  were,  in  spite  of  him-  a  false  notion  as  to  the  ultimate  distri- 
self,  and   by   the  most  singular  good  bution  of  part  of  the  motor  root ;  for  he 
foKune,  he  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  aflirmed  that  the  infra- orbitary  branch 
of  entertaining  opinions  quite  different  conferred  motion  upon  the  lips  as  they 
from  those  set  down  in  his  books.     This  are  concerned  in  mastication,  but  was 
murepreseotatton  of  his  views,  instead  not  further  a  motor  nerve.     M.  Magen- 
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die,  while  repeating'  these  experiineiits  and  by  perfurming  bis  experimcuts  upon  ' 
upon  the  nerves  of  the  face,  was  the  it,  be  at  unce  set  the  question  at  rest 
first  who  exposed  this  error  of  putting*  between  M.  Mag-endie  and  Sir  Charles 
forward  the  in'ra-orbitary  branen  as  an  Bell.  When  he  had  succeeded  in  show, 
example  of  a  part  of  the  fifth  pair  hav>  ing",  on  the  living'  animal,  that  this  was 
ing"  the  power  of  motion  ;  and  be  both  a  muscular  and  sensitive  nerve,  be 
shewed,  on  the  contrary,  that  this  parti,  conclusively  proved  that  the  latter  gen- 
cular  bralich  had  only  one  of  the  pro-  tleman  had  been  correct  in  bis  g'eneral 
perties  attributed  to  it  by  Sir  Charles  inference,  and  that  it  was  a  nerve  of 
Bell — viz.  that  of  sensation*.  He  thus  motion  only  to  the  muscles  eng'aged  in 
destroyed  the  only  experimental  proof  mastication,  and  to  none  others, 
at  that  time  given  of  tne  fifth  pair  nos-  We  have  been  led  into  this  discussion 
sessing  two  functions,  in  virtue  of*  its  by  the  perusal  of  the  work  before  us ; 
double  root ;  and  it  is  evident  bow  ex-  for  here,  we  contend,  was  an  im- 
tremely  careless  he  was,  and  how  little  portant  fundamental  fact  in  the  physio, 
master  of  the  subject,  from  his  not  being  logy  of  the  nervous  system,  established 
at  all  conscious  of  the  serious  blow  that  experimentally  by  Mr.  Shaw,  when  the 
be  had  thus  inflicted  upon  the  principle  truth  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
which  was  ihe  very  f(>undation  of  all  obscured  by  the  experiments  of  M.  Ma- 
Che  new  views  on  the  nervous  svs-  gendie ;  and  for  this  service  we  owe 
tcm.  The  mo.st  important  thing  at  that  both  respect  and  gratitude  to  bis  me- 
period   to   establish    or  controvert,    he  mory. 

might  have  known  was,  whether  the  The  first  part  of  Mr.  Solly's  volume 
spinal  nerves  and  fifth  pair  acauii-ed  relates  to  comparative  anatomy,  in  which 
tneir  distinct  powers  of  motion  ana  sen-  a  succinct,  but,  as  it  appears  to  us,  very 
sation  in  virtue  of  their  double  roots ;  clear  and  satisfactory,  description  is 
and  when  he  had  proved  that  the  only  given  of  the  nervous  system  in  different 
branch  of  the  fifth  offered  by  Sir  Charles  classes  of  animals,  illustrated  by  nume- 
as  an  example  of  the  compound  nature  rous  engravings.  The  author  then  passes 
of  the  fifth,  was  not  a  compound  neiTc,  on  to  the  human  brain  and  its  mem- 
but  a  simple  one  only,  was  it  not  strange  brancs,  and  afterwards  to  the  dissection 
that  he  should  have  let  the  matter  rest  of  the  cerebrum  and  spinal  cord.  The 
at  this  stage  ?  But  such  is  the  fact ;  fourth  part  is  occupied  by  the  nerves, 
and  nothing  further  did  be  attempt  at  and  the  fifth  by  the  cerebral  circulation, 
any  subsequent  period,  either  witn  the  The  development  of  the  brain,  its  phy- 
view  of  confirming  or  invalidating  his  siology  and  pathology,  complete  the 
original  statement.  Had  we  relied,  essay;  and  tne  whole  forms  a  vo- 
therefore,  upon  this  gentleman  for  de-  lume  highly  creditable  to  the  author 
ciding  what  was  the  true  nature  of  the  and  to  the  school  which  has  the  ad- 
fifth  pair,  we  might  have  waited  to  the  vantage  of  bis  services  as  a  teacher, 
present  day.  He  was  content,  at  that 
time,  with  leaving  it  to  be  supposed  that  =•- 

this  nerve  was  for  sensation  alone,  and        i\f  t^tvi/^  a  f     r^  k  rjcrfirfio 
bad  no  power  over  the  muscles  of  mas-        RjEIjICALj   CtAZiCj  1    1  lli. 

"Xw  ■  it  WM   Mr.  John   Shaw   wlio  Satuvdaj,,  October  16,  1836. 

rescued  the  subject  from    the  state  of  

error  in  which  it  might  have  remained,       ..  ^,^^1  «mnibii«.  lleet  etUm  mihi.  digniutem 

if  It   bad    been   left   to  the  superintend-  Arth  Uedicm  taerlt   potettas  modo  veiiiendi  in 

ence  of  M.  Magendie.      He  selected  for  publicum  »U,  dlcemll  perlcalum  non  recimo." 

experiment  a  division  of  the  fifth  pair,  Cictuo. 

situated  more  deeply  than  those  branches  .   """" 

that  had  been  previously  experimented  AN  HOMCEOPATHIC   APOLOGIST. 

upon,  and  composed,  without  doubt,  of  i  .        - 

the  two  conjoined  roots.    This  was  the  Even  as  wc  expected,  so  has  it  come 

inferior  maxillary  division  of  the  fifth  ;  to  pass.     Quackery  moves  in  an  orbit 

•  ••  u  re«uitat  que  nous  aTon*  ubtenii  t'accorae  w«W  defined  and  palpable,  nof  does  it 

parfaUemeut  arec  ceiui  que  nooa  jenon«i  de  rap-  require  any  great  astTDnomer  to  deter- 

porter,  a  Texceptlon  toute  foU  de  IMufloeDce  de  la         /       .  , 

»ecUoa  de  aoun  orbitnire  »ar  la  roaatication,  in-  mine  Its  place  at  any  given  moment. 

fluence  qui  n'a  ra«  *i*  evldente  poor  mol.'*—  .«,,  ,       .  *i.  l      u         .  i 

Journuidc  Fhpslotogie,  \&2i.  Tbc  samc  bcatcn  path  has  been  traversed 
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for  ages:  jet,  to  tbe  unreflecting  por.  he  conceiTes  to  be  an  attack  on  bim  iu 
lion  of  tbe  commanity,  tbe  common  tbis  journal;  and  be  pretends  to  have 
coarse  pursued  is  as  mucb  a  mystery  as  discovered  tbeaulbor,  wbom  be  mentions 
it  was  to  tbe  first  observers.  Homceo-  by  name — Dr.  James  Jobnson.  How 
patby,  tbougb  following  Morisonianism  blind  do  angry  feelings  make  a  man  ! 
in  quick  succession,  and  in  a  very  We  believe  there  is  not  an  individual  con- 
analogous  career,  will  still,  no  doubt,  nected  with  the  medical  profession  ii\  tbis 
dupe  some  people:  nor  will  tbe  simi-  country,  save  Dr.  Uwins  himself,  who 
larity  between  tbe  passive  destructive-  would  have  made  so  silly  a  blunder. 
Hessof  tbeone,andtbeman8laugbtcring  He  has  bad,  it  appears,  what  be  calls 
tendency  of  tbe  other,  be  speedily  per-  "  battles  of  brains,'*  with  Dr.  J.  John- 
ceived.  But  dear-bought  experience  son,  at  some  of  tbe  medical  societies; 
will  most  likely  remove  tbe  veil  at  last,  and  having  come  off  smarting,  proba- 

We  pointed  out  tbe  benefits  which  bly,  or  only   second   best,   fancies    be 

eren  tbe  death  of  Malibran  would  be  detects  in  every  opponent  of  his  newly. 

sure  to  confer  on  tbe  homoeopaths :  their  adopted   system,  bis  quondam  antago- 

myslery  would  be  talked  of,  and  at  least  nist.     Hence,  on  finding  homoeopathy 

their  existence  would  obtain  publicity.  It  treated  with  a  becoming  severity  in  tbe 

wasnatural too, tosuppose that theirchiefs  Meoical  Gazette,    bis   short-sighted 

{if  they  bad  any  such  in  tbis  country)  spite  leads  bim   to  imagine  that  the 

would  stand  forth  in  defence,  and  take  up  Editor  of  this  journal  can  be  no  other 

the  eanse  with  promptitude  and  vigour,  than  Dr.  James  Jobnson  ! 
We  suspected,  however,  that  tbe  means        But,  afler  all,  what  does  tbis  amount 

of  doing  tbis  were  wanting ;  that  their  to  ?     How  miserable  and  contemptible 

powers  in  tbe  field  of  literature  were,  like  must  the  advocates  of  a  (so-called)  sys- 

their  doses  of  medicine,  infinitessimally  tem  be,  who  have  none  except  poor  Dr. 

small,  and  only  likely  to  ojierate,  if  at  all,  Uwins  to  set  in  the  fore-front  of  the 

through  the  eflTects  of  the  imagination,  battle ;    he,  too,    having  no    resource. 

Nor  have  we  been  deceived,  or  disap-  save,  in   the   absence   of  argument,  to 

pointed.     Tbe  doughty  champion  who  attempt  personal  invective ! 
has  stepped   forward   to  advocate    tbe        His  object,  however,  has,  no  doubt, 

principles    of    the    old    physician    of  been  attained.      He  has  bad  tbe  oppor- 

Dcssau,  is  tbe  famous  Dr.  Uwins,  who,  tunity,  as  we  guessed  that  be  or  some  of 

though  **  striking  too  short  at  Greeks,*'  bis  brother  Habneniannians  would   be 

has  ventured  to  take  homoeopathy  under  deligfited  to  have,  of  advertising  him- 

bis  feeble  protection.  self  in  connexion  with  the  new  doctrines. 

There  would  be  nothing  offensive  in  But  so  it  has  been  with  tbe  Doctor  on 

this  little  display  of   zeal  —  for  new  other  occasions,  and  so,  no  doubt,  it  will 

converts  are  always  celebrated  for  their  be  again.     As  it  was  the  reflection  that 

activity—had  tbe  Doctor  only   shown  "  allopathic  carriages  were  in  the  market 

some  spirit  of  fair  dealing  in  bis  pro-  at  a  large  discount,"  which  operated  so 

ceedings  ;  but  in  taking  up  tbe  cause  of  powerfully  in  inducing  him  to  see  what 

Hahnemannism,  and   failing  to  get  a  was  in  homoeopathy,  so   we  shall  not 

hearing  for  bis  controversial  denunci-  be  surprised,  ere  long,  consistently  with 

•tions,  he   fastens,    with   a  despairing  bis  usual  choppings  and   changes,  to 

tenacity,  on   an  individual    whom  he  find  him  in  the  ranks  of  the  Hygeists — 

supposes,  or  affects  to  suppose,  to  be  an  and  then  let  tbe  Lynches,  and  Morison 

assailant  of  his.  himself,  look  to  the   supremacy.    The 

lo  a  letter  to  tbe  Timet^  Dr.  Uwins  -Doctor  is  a  facetious  man,  ami  caw  en^Wy 

undertakes  to  defend  himself  from  what  write  upon  any  doctrine  wUU  \\i'oil  ^\)t\. 
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of  point  which  so  finely  finishes  off  his  with  atmospheric  air,  which  would  not 

letter  in  the  Times;  "  Dr.  Hahnemann,  have  heen  the  case  had  the  child  not 

,        f»    TA     />.  11         rr  <p «  breathed.     There  were  no  appearances 

anramst  whom  ?    Dr.  Cullen-HofTman  ^o  accouni  for  death.     HecmUdnotsay 

—Gregory  ?     No,  against  Dr.  J.  John-  ^j^^t  U  died  of  suffocation,  nor  that  it  had 

son!!    22t*M«,  indeed."   Risum  tetieatis  P  not.     The  lips  were  slightly  livid.     He 

say  we ;  and  it  is  all  we  can  find  breath  could  not  give  a  decided  opinion  of  the 

*  r  1,  «u«  n«-«^-  .»:n  k«  cause  of  death.     It  might  have  died 

to  say  —  for  surely  the  Doctor  will  be  #.  .       .  u  P       u  •  ,-        • 

"^  i.  from  natural  causes  before  bemg  put 

the  death  of  us !  iu^q  4],^  cesspool,  as  from  not  having 

proper  assistance  ;  but  witness  could  not 

MEDICAL  EVIDENCE  IN  A  CASE  say   whether  death   was  the   effect  of 

OF  ALLEGED  INFANTICIDE.  natural  causes  or  of  violence. 

It  ;<*  with  RomP  hpsitation  we  make  thp         ^3^   *  Juror.— The  child  miffht  have 

IT  IS  «ith  some  hesitation  we  make  the  ^^^^  dromied  before  being  put  into  the 

following   extract.      But  we  shall  ah-  cesspool. 

stain  from  comment,  partly  because  it  is        Mr.  Porter  afterwards  observed  on  the 

scarcely  necessary,  as  the  inconsistency  probability  that  the  child  was  suffocated 

which  we  would  expose  must  be  suffi-  "'  '^'"'  ^  **''*'*•    

ciently  palpable  to  the  reader,  and  ADVANTAGES  OF  SMALL  HOS- 
partly  because  we  do  not  wish  to  assume  PITALS ; 
as  correct  a  report  which,  in  its  present  or,  certificates  versus  knowledge. 
state,  can  reflect  so  little  credit  on  the  In  controversial  writing,  nothing  is 
medical  witness.  We  have  already,  on  more  satisfactory  than  to  find  your  op- 
several  occasions,  endeavoured  to  point  ponent  proving  the  accuracy  of  what 
out  the  propriety  of  medical  gentlemen,  you  have  advanced,  even  at  the  very 
who  give  their  testimony  in  public,  moment  he  is  attempting  its  refutation, 
taking  care  that  the  opinions  attributed  Thus  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet,  working 
to  them  in  the  newspapers  be  correctly  in  his  vocation,  opens  the  flood-gates  of 
stated.  If  they  cannot  easily  effect  this,  bis  abuse  against  us,  for  representing  the 
the  professional  journals  arc  open  to  North  London  Hospital  as  a  small  one, 
them  to  save  them  from  injustice.  In  and  then,  with  the  utmost  nalveti,  he 
the  present  instance  we  think  some  ex-  adds,  **  the  pupils  will  soon  far  exceed 
plana tion  would  be  expedient,  in  order  the  number  of  those  who  can  be  ade- 
to  reconcile,  or  to  set  right,  the  obvious  quately  accommodated,^^  Now  this  ad- 
absurdities  and  contradictions  which  mission,  coming  from  such  a  quarter, 
have  appeared  in  the  most  widely  circu-  convinces  us  of  what  we  had  previously 
lated,  and,  we  should  add,  trustworthy,  heard — namely,  that  between  the  small- 
of  our  public  vehicles  of  intelligence.  ncss  of  the  wards  and  the  numbers  who 

The  Times  of  October  12th  contains  are  crowded  into  them,  many  students 

an    account    of   a    coroner^s    inquest,  can  literally  see  nothing  but  the  heads 

on  the  body  of  a  new-bom  child,  sup-  and  shoulders  of  those  before  them, 
posed  to  have  been  murdered.   A  verdict        Again :   we  reprobated  the  practice  of 

of  "  Wilful    Murder"    was    returned  taking  a  fee  for  attendance  on  both  the 

against  the  father  and  mother.      The  medical  and  surgical  practice  together, 

medical  evidence  was  as  follows : —  on  the  ground  that  the  pupil  could  not 

Mr.    Thomas  Porter,   surgeon,   145,  possibly  give  his  mind  to  such  a  multipli- 

Bishopsgate  -  Street,    stated,    that    the  city  of  subjects.     Here,  too,  our  worthy 

mother  said  she  heard   the  child   cry.  contemporary  steps  forward  in  corrobora- 

Witness  examined  the  body,  which  pre-  ti^n  of  our  sUtements :-"  The  amouni 
sen  ted  the  well-formed  appearance  ofa,  i   k     t  t    .    ^        » 

full-grown    child,    and   tlie  chest  was  (**^*  **^)  of  facts  for  observation  and 

well  filled.     The  lungs  bore  the  usual  refection,  always   within  the  walls  of 

appearance  of  having  been  dibtcuded  the  hospital,  must  invariably  he  greater 
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than  the  mind  of  any  student  can  grasp  neously  ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  ulien 

and  control.^^     Rather    a    slip,    that,  the   student  is  overwhelmed  with    lee- 

eh  !  Master  Wakley ;  and  yet  you  are  tures.     Such  an  idea  only  requires  to  be 

so   much   a   friend  to   the   "  certificate  broiig^ht  before  any  intelligent  person  to 

system,"  (provided    it  be  practised   in  be  scouted ;   and  yet  this  "  certificate 

Gower-street,)    that    you    approve    of  system"  is  practised  in  Gowcr-street, 

and   commend   an  arrangement  which  and  approved  by  one  who  professes  to 

siolemnly  certifies  to  that  having*  been  be  the  enemy  of  every  abuse ! 

done  which  you  thus  admit  no  student  But  not  only   does    our  consistent 

is  capable  of  doing! !!  Editor  back  up  this  disreputable  pro- 

The  fact  is,  that  in  his  anxiety  to  fulfil  ceediog ;  he  goes   farther,  and  argues 

the  business  of  his  vocation,  there  is  no  in  favour  of  small  hospitals,  as  if  they 

contradiction  in  terms — no  misrepresen-  were  actually  superior  to  large  ones ! 

tatiou  (for  an  instance  see  next  page), and  And   how   does   the   reader  conjecture 

no  abandonment  ofhisown  professed  prin-  this  is  done?    Why,  by  adducing  the 

ciples,iuto  which  he  is  not  betrayed.  The  names  of  certain  distinguished  foreign- 

objectis  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  ers,  who  were  physicians  or  surgeons 

public,  and  particularly  of  pupils  and  of    small    hospitals.      Thus,    because 

their  friends,  by  putting  forward   the  Scarpa  and  Richter,  after  many  years 

chea/messof  the  North  London  Hospital,  of  labour  in  but  a  limited  field  of  obser- 

tohidethei/(e<rni«Mof  University  College,  vation,  attained  important  results;  there- 

Andweregret  to  add,that those  connected  fore   they   would   not   have   made   the 

with  the  School  have  not  thought  it  be-  same  advancement  if  their  means  of  in- 

neath  them  to  do  the  same.    We  chal-  vestigution   had  been  more   extensive ! 

lenge  any  one  of  them  to  tell  us  why  Blockhead  !   he   does  not  see  that  the 

«lse  the  advertisements  which  emanate  minds  of  such  men  overcome  the  disad- 

from  University  College,  invariably  an-  vantages  under  which  they  are  placed  ; 

nounce  the  hospital  feet  ^  and  at  invaria-  and  that  their  genius  shines  forth,  not 

hly    suppress    those    of   the    medical  in  consequence  of  their  hospitals  being 

school  attached  to  itP-^We  pause  for  a  small,  but  in  spite  of  it, 

reply.  Besides,   what   parallelism    is   there 

But  while  we  have  demonstrated  in  between  two  or  three  instances  of  men 
former  numbers  that  the  education,  tak-  becoming  distinguished  after  many 
ing  lectures  and  clinical  practice  toge-  years  of  the  most  assiduous  observation 
ther,  is  considerably  more  expensive  and  study  at  hospitals  of  small  size,  and 
than  at  most  of  the  large  hospitals,  we  the  education  of  young  gentlemen  who 
deny  that  the  **  North  London,"  by  have  but  a  short  time  to  devote  to  clinical 
itself,  is  cheap — if  the  object  be  to  learn,  attendance,  and  for  whom  it  is  there- 
It  is  cheap  only  where  the  party  limits  fore  of  the  greatest  importance  to  wit- 
bis  views  to  the  price  at  whicb  a  certifi-  ness  disease  in  such  varied  forms  as 
cate  may  be  purchased,  of  having  done  may  render  them  familiar  with  its  mul- 
that  which  the  patron  (we  fear  we  may  tifarious  aspects,  before  they  engage  in 
not  add  Saint)  of  the  hospital  informs  us  the  responsible  duties  of  their  profession. 
is  beyond  the  grasp  '*  of  any  student."  Who  but  a  special  pleader  would  com- 

We  call  upon  the  College  of  Sur-  pare  things  so  utterly  dissimilar  ? — who 
greens,  and  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  but  a  hack,  driven  on  by  the  spur  of 
to  look  to  this :  it  is  their  bounden  duty  his  party,  would  plunge  into  such  pal- 
to  refuse  those  certificates  which  include  pable  and  stupid  contradictions  ? 
medical  and  surgical  practice  simulta-  As  to  the  honourable  member's  abuse 
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of  the  Medical  Gazette,  it  is  very  natu  -  To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet. 

ral;    for,  to  say  truth,  we  have    been  Sib,— In  drawing  up  your  Comptralive 

,'         V         /       .    I.     . ,  Table  of  Fees  for  Medical  and  SurgioU 

rather  a  sharp  thorn  in  his  side.  Hospital  PracUce,  I  am  sorry  to  obinc 

that  you  have  departed  from  your  usual 

Another  gross  instance  of  that  kind  of  candii  and  impartial  manner  of  noticing 

!•*            r       1      -dU   ^u*-u  ™^  u«-^  «*»  the  various  hospitals  and  schools  of  medi- 

literary  fraud  with   which  we  have  so  ^.^^  .^  ^^.^  metropolis,  and  that  instead 

often  occasion    to   stif^matize  our  dis-  of  allowing  the  student,  as  heretofore,  to 

honest    contemporary,    occurs    in    the  exercise  his  own  unbiassed  opinion  in  the 

T         -    r  »i.-    J       fi\  4.    iK.»u\     T«  *u^  choice  of  a  school  in  which  to  prosecute 

Lancet  of  this  day  (Oct.  15lh.)     In  the  ^.^  ^^^^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^    ^j,^^„  *;    ^^^^^ 

Gazette  of  October  1,  in  reference  to  weight  into  the  scale  in   favour  of   the 

bis  puffing  of  the  North  London  Hos-  North   London   Hospital.    Yon  say  that 

•    1        J  L  -.    J    r   n    -I                  -J  this  hnspiial  is  the  cheapest.    Now,  sir, 

pital,  and  hatred  of  all  others,  we  said—  ^^^  ^^^^{^^^  ^f  beds  in  the  N.»rth  London 

*'  the  trick  is  perfectly  well  understood  Hospital,  is,  or  was,  120;  and  for  these 

about  town,  and  is  only  adapted  to  catch  t*»f  P"P»l*8  <«?»  f"'  twelve  m/mths'  medi- 

,             .            ,            "^            /•     I          ,  cal   and  surgical   practice,    is  21/.       At 

the  novices   who  are  very   fresh    and  q     .^  Hospital,  the  medical  and  surgical 

g'reen   from   the    country.'*     Now   Mr.  beds  amount  to  540,  and  the  surgical  beds 

Wakley  separates  this  entirely  from  the  ^f  St.  Thomas's,  which  are  also  free  to 

•^      ,           ,       ^             *^,             J  the  Guy's  students,  to  300,  making,  in 

context,    alters    the    typography,    and,  aH,  870  beds;  and  for  these  the   fee  is 

wholly   omitting  its   application   as    a  41 /.  2».    A   very  simple  rule  will  show 

caution  aofainst  his  own  knavery,  fifives  which  is  the  cheapest 

'^      -   J        .    .        *.  «   1  The  manner,  too,  in  which  you  bare 

It  as  a  general  description  of      the  me-  conferred  the  puff  oblique  on  Mr.  Liston, 

dical  students  of  the   present  session"  is  by  no  means  what  we  might  expect 

applied  to  them  by  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^"^^^  ^5*  H"*'®^i:*  ^'^^  '^^'''^  ^^"^ 

*; .     .     -  ,         ^  .                  .  .1    .  .  .  ^^^fS  decned  puffing    in    every    shape. 

Thts  IS  false.     But  we  repeat,  that  his  This  gentle  side-wind  for  Mr.  Liston,  and 

trickery   and  his   motives  are  so  well  the  more  direct  blast  of  the  Toronto  Li- 

known  here,  that  no  student  who  had  ~°"t?.Ll^  i[n.'?Jl»  Sr.'"""'*' "/ *" 

_                    '    ^              .       .      »      1  compass — if  not  from  the  same  point. 

been   even   a   few   weeks    m    London  Yours, 

would  incur  any  risk  of  being  taken  in  Gcyensis. 

by  them ;  and  we  believe  we  may  add,  P.S.— I  rely  upon  your  candour  for  the 

that,  thanks  to  this  journal,  there  are  insertion  of  these  remarks, 

now  very  few  in  any  part  of  the  country  September  27,  1896. 

who  are  such  "  novices"  as  he  evidently  

takes  them  to  be.  Xo  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet, 

Sib, 

THE  LANCET»S  PUFFING  OF  THE  When  I  found  it  necessary  to  conclude 

GOWER-STREET  HOSPITAL.  my  last  letter  to  you  by  remarking,  that 

for  its  insertion   I  must  rely  upon  your 

^    -f     r^j--        ^  .t    .^  J.     I  ^  candour,  I  evidently  hinted  at  the  recep- 

lo  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  tion  which  I  supposed  you  would  give  it, 

o  and    anticipated   your  refusal    to    insert 

»  Jt      You    have    not    disappointed    me. 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  under-written  There   was  a  time  when  such  a  letter 

is  a  copy,  was  sent  to  the  Editor  of  the  would  have  been  thankfully  received;  and 

Lancet  two  weeks  ago,  and  has  been  ^^^  ^  ^^^  known  that  the  affected  libera* 


left  unnoticed  by  that  veir  impartial  IJjy  ^^  *®  Lancet  had  long  ago  given 

jounialist:  perhaps  you   may  think   it  ?**?  *®  *?  ®P^  avowal   of  favoriUsm, 

and  the  inclosed  worthy  of  a  place  in  '  *5^"*^  ^V^  appealed  neither  to  your 

^^...  ra.,r^^^  .  :r  -^    Z..  -.•ii*____.i"  candour  or  sincerity. 


your  Gazette  ;  if  so,  you  will  greatly  i„  ♦'ij.  ""•     T        u 

obliire    sir                                       B**^*"/  In  this  opinion  I  am  by  no  means  sin- 

'  V*!.,,.  ^k^;-^4  .          *.  ^^  i  y®"*^  characteristic  generosity  is 

Your  obedient  servant,  now  pretty  well  understood ;  and  when 

GuYENSis.  you  bad  arrived  at  a  certain  degree  of  no- 

october  11,  1886.  toriety  by  modemte  and  plansible  means, 
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yoQ  thought  it  would  he  ad?antageons  to 
try  the  other  side  of  the  question.  I  need 
not  tell  yoD  that  yon  ha?e  been  deceived : 
he  who  makes  it  the  whole  study  of  his 
life  to  decreive  the  world,  will  one  day  he- 
come  cunning  enough  to  deceive  himself; 
and  such  is  now  your  case.  You  began 
in  deceit,  and  have  finished  In  shame. 
Ton  decried  puffing,  and  bate  now  become 
the  veriest  puff-nn^er  that  ever  evaded 
the  stamp  dvty.  But  was  it  necessary,  in 
leaving  Tonr  old  friends,  to  take  up  with 
joar  cud  enemies?  We  know  your  desire 
tar  change ;  but  why  be-praise  and  he-laud 
those  whom  you  have  so  strenuously  con- 
demned  ?  Had  your  voice  been  less  heard, 
you  might  have  passed  unnoticed;  and 
bad  your  pretensions  to  impartiality  been 
less,  yonr  present  turpitude  would  be  over- 
looked. 

Have  yon  so  soon  forgotten  that  "  the 

Sstem  of  election  in  the  institution  in 
ower  street  is  in  no  respect  different 
from  that  of  the  most  rampantly  corrupt 
medical  monopoly  in  London  ?"  vide  Lan- 
cet, August  27,  1836;  four  weeks  from 
which  time  you  declare  the  same  institu- 
tion to  be  the  best  and  cheapest  in  Lon- 
don. May  I  ask  von  what  has  now  be- 
come of  Stinkomalce  ?  Has  it  become  so 
hnoyant  from  your  inflation  as  to  have 
risen  into  those  clouds  or  ignorance  which 
have  ever  hovered  over  it  since  it  was 
built?  Be  careful,  dear  sir,  in  your  puff- 
ing,  or  you  will  one  day  blow  it  away.  I 
intend  to  dip  here  and  there  into  your  last 
two  years'  labour,  and  have  no  doubt  that 
I  shiftll  find  a  few  proofs,  such  as  even  ^ou 
will  find  it  difficult  to  answer  or  set  aside. 
Mr.  Liston  and  yonr  other  Scotch  friends, 
—  of  whom,  by  the  by,  I  wish  you  joy, — 
will  inform  you  that  facts — 

"  Are  Ntordy  cbiels  that  wlnoa  ding. 
An*  dar*lDa  be  dUputed." 

GCTENSIS. 
Oct.  11.1886. 


PROPOSED  POOR-LAW  MEDICAL 
CLUB  AT  CAMBERWELL. 

TV  the  Editor  oj"  the  Medical  Gazette. 


Sib, 
As  yon  have  given  insertion  to  the  anony- 
mona  and  flowery  communication  of  a 
**  Camberwell  Practitioner,"  you  will,  I 
am  sure,  allow  me  a  brief  space  for  reply 
in  yonr  next  number.  This  champion  of 
medical  clubs  has  made  a  map  of  Camber- 
well  to  suit  his  own  purpose,  and,  al. 
thongb  he  is  such  a  stickler  for  parishes 
and  districts,  he  has  introduced  into  hu 
liat  the  names  of  two  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
Flower  aad  Yoang)  «^  are  refiding  in  the 


parish  of  Lambeth,  This,  T  think,  needs  no 
comment.  But,  sir,  will  this  *'  Camber- 
well  Practitioner"  throw  off  the  mask,  and 
enlighten  us  by  his  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  system  ?  Can  he  show  us  how  this 
innovation  will  benefit  the  poor  man  ?— 
and  can  he  also  show  that  it  will  not  tend 
to  injure  and  degrade  our  profession  ? 
The  most  potent  argument  broitght  fur- 
ward  by  one  of  the  clobbists,  at  the  meet- 
ing alluded  to,  was  the  following  :—**  If, 
gentlemen,  you  reject  this  proposal  (he 
should  have  said  mandate),  the  Pour- Law 
Commissioners  will  send  young  men  from 
the  hospitals  to  take  charge  of  our  poor." 
To  what  a  state  are  we  fallen  ! 

I  am,  sir, 
Yours  respectfully, 

E.  Crisp. 
Walworth,  October  10,  1836. 

[Should  the  **  Camberwell  Practitioner" 
reply  to  this  or  the  following  letter,  or 
both,  (as  we  think  he  is  called  upon  to  do) 
he  must  give  his  name. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  SUPPORTERS 
OF  THE  PROPOSED  POOR-LAW 
CLUB. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  yonr 
widely  circulated  journal,  to  request  the 
"  Camberwell  Practitioner,"  who  favoured 
us  with  an  account,  in  your  last  number, 
of  the  proceedings  at  the  late  meeting  held 
in  the  vestry  hall  of  this  parish,  to  have  the 
goodness  to  forward  his  name.  I  certainly 
do  not  think  it  was  exactly  right  that  any 
remarks  made  upon  the  meeting,  con- 
nected as  it  was  with  the  interests  of  every 
sui^eon  in  Camberwell,  should  have  found 
a  place  in  your  journal,  without  the 
author's  name.  In  my  opinion,  there  has 
not  been  a  more  shameful  motion  started 
since  surgery  has  been  considered  a  pro- 
fession.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  Forbes, 
Bean,  Browne,  and  Flower,  have  the 
largeixt  and  most  respectable  practices  in 
Camberwell,  but  they  must  concert 
measures  for  taking  the  very  bread  out  of 
the  mouths  of  the  poorer  class  of  surgeons  ? 
"  After  this,  pray  let  us  hear  no  more 
about  the  cant  of  liberalitjf  and  honour  of 
the  profession,"  when  the  above-mentioned 
genttemen  have  condescended  to  put  their 
names  to  such  an  odious  piece  of  busi- 
ness. 

By  inserting  these  remarks,  you  will 
greatlv  oblige 

Your  onedient  humble  servant, 

T.  BowEN,  Surgeon,  &c. 

Sonthampton-Sfreet, 
CamberwelL 
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PROJECTED  POOR-LAW  CLUB  AT 
CAMBERWELL. 

REPLY  FROM  MR.  HULBERT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  G  azette. 

Sir, 
Engagements,  and  correspondence  of  a 
diflferent  nature,  having  so  occupied  my 
time  as  to  induce  me  to  delay  addressing 
you  until  the  present  occasion,  I  shall 
now  be  more  brief  than  was  intended 
when  your  last  week's  number  came  under 
my  observation ;  premising  also,  that  I 
have  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  notice 
any  similar  remarks  to  those  which  have 
led  to  this  communication. 

Like  jour  correspondent  Mr.  Crisp,  "  I 
feel  reluctant"  to  enter  into  a  controversy 
respecting  the  subject  upon  which  we 
have  recently  respectively  addressed  you ; 
but  his  assertion  of  being  conrpellel  to  reply 
to  the  misstatements  contained  in  my  letter 
of  the  2'2d  ult.  requires  me  not  to  pass  over 
the  same  unnoticed. 

How  he  has  been  compeVed  to  make 
what  every  reader  of  your  journal  may 
consider  a  voluntary  statement,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  determine ;  unless  it  has  been  the 
result  of  his  acting  under  the  direction  of 
those  gentlemen  to  whose  conduct  I 
alluded,  and  whose  opportune  and  spirited 
manner  of"  redeeming  the  honour  of  the 
profession"  was  assuredly  very  singular, 
and  may  be  viewed  (by  them)  as  a  superior 
method  of  supporting  professional  dignity 
to  the  wigs  and  gold-headed  canes  of  by- 
gone days.  This  supposition  is  strengthened 
by  his  concluding  paragraph,  wherein  the 
important  information  is  given,  that  '*  the 
gentlemen  who  descended  to  personalities 
are  prepared  to  justify  themselves  for  so 
doing,  and  to  prove  the  correctness  of 
their  statements." 

Their  method  of  justifying  themselves  I 
must  leave  to  themselves;  but  their 
proving  the  correctness  of  every  statement 
they  made  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  difficult, 
as  I  am  not  without  facts  of  sufficient 
force  to  subvert  several  of  the  statements 
made  upon  that  occasion;  but  to  bring 
them  forward  will  be  unnecessary,  as  the 
letter  in  your  last  number,  from  *'  A  Cam- 
berwell  Practitioner,"  (who  is  unknown  to 
me)  substantiates  the  correctness  of  the 
statement  I  gave  yon,  and  which  Mr. 
Crisp's  letter  has  by  no  means  invalidated. 

In  conclusion,  as  Mr.  Crisp  has  ex- 
pressed  a  wish  that  I  would  '*  be  personal 
enough  to  state  names,"  I  do  assure  you 
that  I  feel  no  reluctance  in  complying 
with  his  wish,  and  will  therefore  name  the 
following :— Mr.  Crisp,  Mr.  Boddy,  Mr.  E. 
Evans,  Mr.  Hooper, &c. 

I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  further  comment ;  and  should  have 


spared  myself  and  your  readers  this 
communication,  but  for  the  futile  chance 
brought  against  me,  as  regards  the  mis- 
statements contained  in  my  former  letter. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  UULBERT. 

6,  Trinity  Square,  Soathwark* 
Oct.  I3ib,  1836. 
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Facts  and  Cases  in  Obstetric  Medicine ; 
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Charles  Henry  Adams. 


ERRATA. 
In  Mr.  Bennett's  paper  on  the  otic  ganglioD, 
in  our  last  Tolame,  p.  690,  far  *<  males'' 
read  moles ;  for  a  *'  sinus  connexion "  read 
a  direct  connexion  ;  and,  /or  **  Savant" 
read  Savart. 

WiMON  &  Son  ,  Printer*,  67»Skijiuer»S^L«vu4on. 
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LECTURES  <^  from  its  parents,  or  guardians,  with  in- 

tent to  deprive  such  parents,  or  guardians, 
®*  or  to  steal  any  article  about  its  person,  is 

■en-Di?  'K  arn    w  r\  r  r^  t -kt  v  punishable  by  transportation,  or  imprison- 

fUKl!.I4^1C    MEDICINE;         ment  with  hard  labour;    an    exception, 

Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  ^^K^  of  *  female  between  tm  and  twelve, 

even  with  consent,  is  punishable  with  im- 
■  prisonment  and  hard  labour.    Under  thir- 

tterif  certain  hours  of  work  are  prescribed 
Lectube  IV.  in  factories  and  mills — viz.  not  on  an  ave- 

PnJ^ty--ManbiHa'^SentScenee,a/d  Decrt-  {»»  *°  manufactones  of  silk,  where  ten 

fritude.    Legal  ditti»etWHs,and  physical  and  V?"  ^^  allowed).    Between  f^iirf^w,  and 

monU  paeutiarUioB  of  each  period.    Stature  ««?/««'  °«^  '"?,7  ^^^^J:"^^}^^  J»«V>*«  ^"^'^ 

and  pfipartian  of  the  Body  at  Adult  Age^  ^»>*f  '«  permitted.     Fmally,  unless  great 

■  Whether  the  Stature  may  he  determined Jrom  !^'«»f  "f «  °^  intellect  appear,  children  are 

the  dimenmuM  of  a  part^ular  part.  ^'^H®  ^o  punishment  for  crimes  of  com- 

^  mission  ajter  the  age  of  seven ;  but  by  no 

Hating  treated  in  the  last  lecture  of  In-  means  for  a  rape,  or  sexual  crime,  under 

fancV,  oi*  the  first  period  of  homan  life,  fourteen. 

we  shall  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  It  must  be  obvious  that  these  regula- 

of  the  othei:  ages.  tions  respecting  age  cannot  but  sometimes 

give  occasion  to  inquiries,  for  the  satis- 
Boyhood,  iiaction  of  which  the  services  of  the  medi. 
Legal  dittindioHL-rl  have  already  noticed  cal  jurist  are  necessary, 
certain  epochs  belonging  to  the  several  Physical  cAarorten.  —  The  body  during 
periods  of  life,  which  are  particularly  re^  this. period  grows  considerably :  the  limbs 
cognized  by  the  laws.  The  following  may  lengthen,  compared  with  their  previous 
be  added  as  special! v  relating  to  the  age  condition ;  the  voice  is  sharp,  and  of  much 
of  boyhood  or  girlhood.  An  infant  of  the  same  volume  in  both  sexes.  There  is 
tender  years  being  prosecutrix  in  a  trial  for  a  remarkable  disposition  for  bodily  exer- 
carnal  knowledge,  the  whole  ef  her  tes-  cise  and  motion*  The  milk  teeth,  or  those 
timony,  recently  given,  seems  admissible,  of  the  first  dentition,  have  fallen  about  the 
beeanse  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  commencement  of  boyhood.  The  fourh 
ascertain  the.  accuracy  of  her  recollection,  molars  make  their  appearance  between 
Under  eight,  or  above  sijiteen,  no  infant  is  the  eighth  and  ninth  year,  and  remian 
to  be  apprenticed  to  a. chimney-sweeper;  permanent.  The  incii»ors,  canines,  and 
or  if  he  be,  no  settlement  is  conferred,  first  and  second  molars  of  tlie  second  den- 
Before  the  age  of  fii'iM  no. infant  is  to  be  tition,  issue  from  the  gums  between  ten 
bonnd'asa  parish  apprentice;,  and  children  and  eleven,  in  lieu  of  the  milk  teeth, 
under  atne  years  (3  and  4  Will.  IV.  c.  103]  which  have  disappeared. 
may  not  be  employed  In  the  factories,  ex-  Growth  of  the  bones. — The  olecranon  pre- 
cept it  be  in  those  fof  tbe  manufacture  of  sents  an  osseous  germ  between  the  seventh 
silk.  The  carnal  knowledge  of  a  female  and  ninth  year.  The  scaphoid  bone  of 
infant  under  ten  years  is  a  capital  oflTence.  the  carpus  becomes  ossified  at  the  same 
To  force  or  decoy  away  any  child  under  period,  and   the  two  osseous  poinU    ^\. 
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tbe    upper    extremity    of    the    humerus  one ;  though,  if  an  infant  under  setvntom  be 

form  a  union.      At  twelve,  the   pisiform  named  executor  jointly  with  an  adult,  he 

body  of  the  carpus  ossifies,  and  there  is  must  in  an  action  be  joined  as  a   co- 

an  osseous  point  detectable  towards  the  plaintiff. 

inner  margin  of  the  trochlea  of  the  hume.  With  regard  to  labour  in  the  factories, 

rus.     At  ninef  the  three  pnmiti?e  points  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  already  re- 

of  the  OS  innominatum,  which  afterwards  ferred  to  [3  and  4  Will.  IV.  c.  103],  no 

constitute  the  ilium,  ischium,  and  pubis,  person  under  the  age  oltighteen  is  to  work 

are  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pelvis,  at  night,  or  more  than  twelve  hours  during 

The  three  bones  of  the  innominatum  may  the  day.    There  is  still  a  severity  in  this 

still   be    separated    at  thirteeiif  but  soon  enactment,   as   it  leaves  persons  unpro- 

after,  they  become  firmly  united :  an  osse.  tected  before  they  have  attained  the  period 

Otis  point  is  found  in  the  lesser  tuberosity  of  confirmed  health  and  strength,  an  event 

of  the  head  of  the  femur,  and  the  neck  of  which  does  not  usufdly  arrive  until  about 

the  latter  bone  is  now  ossified.  The  carti-  the  age  of  twenty-three, 

lages  of  the  larynx  are  said  to   become  fAyWca/ c^racftfr«.— The  physical  changes 

osseous  as  early  as  the  termination  of  boy-  which  occur  in  both  male  and  female  be- 

hood,— first  the  cricoid  and  thyroid,  and  tween  the  fourteenth  and  twenty-first  year, 

then  the  arytenoid  structures :    but  these  are  very  remarkable,  and  characteristic  of 

changes  most  usually  occur  at  a  much  that  particular  period  of  life.     But  they 

later  date.  take    place    successively,    and    are    dif- 

Pubertu  fused  over  the    greater  part  of  the   in- 

^*  tervaL    There  may,  in  fact,  be  marked  out 

We  now  come  to  that  period  of  life  in  an  early,  a  middle,  and  a  final,  stage  of 
which  great  and  important  changes  are  puberty,  during  which,  beside  the  develop- 
wrought  in  the  system.  About  the  age  of  ment  of  tbe  sexual  apparatus,  the  follow, 
fourteen  in  the  male,  and  sometimes  earlier  ing  appearances  are  asnally  obaervable. 
in  the  female,  the  body  begins  to  present  a  In  the  male  the  chest  becomes  expanded, 
series  of  developments  which  are  characte.  and  the  shoulders  broader;  tbeyoice,  hi- 
ristic.  The  general  growth  is  remarkable,  therto  feminine  or  girlish,  first  eraeh  (as 
but  especially  so  that  of  the  generative  it  is  commonly  called),  and  then  settles 
parts.  Of  the  latter,  I  shall  take  occasion  into  a  steady  grave  tone;  the  person  be- 
to  speak  more  particularly,  when  treating  gins  to  be  furnished  with  hair  on  various 
of  sex:  at  present  I  confine  myself  as  much  parts;  and  the  beard  grows,  first  downy, 
as  possible  to  the  general  developments,  and  then  gradually  more  firm  and  strong, 
physical  and  moral.  In  the  female  the  breasts  become  enlarged, 

I^gal  d'utinctiom,  —  But  first  let  us  ob.  and  various  changes  of  the  penon  con- 

serve,    that    there    are    certain    distinc-  nected  with  sexual  development  may  be 

tions  made  by  law  regarding  this   age,  observed.    The  voice  alters  likewise,  but 

which  merit  the  attention  of  the  medical  not  to  such  an  extent  as  in  the  male.     In 

jurist.    Puberty  is,  in  law,  supposed  to  both  tHere  is  an  enlargement  of  tbe  capa- 

exist  at  fourteen  in  males,  and  at  twelve  in  city  of  the  larynx;  but  the  rima  gUttuiis, 

females :  which  latter  supposition  seems  to  which  in  the  male  increases  in  size  in  the 

be  borrowed  from  the  Roman  civil  law,  proportion  of  5  to  10,  is  augmented  in  the 

and  to  be  founded  on  what  is  usually  ob-  female  only  as  5  to  7.    The  muscular  sys- 

servable  among  females  in  the  East ;  but  it  tem  usually  receives  laige  accessions, 

is  certainly  too  early  for  the  generality  of  But  all  these  characters  of  tbe  period 

the  sex  among  us.  Males  after/ourfem  may  between  fourteen  and  twenty-one,  must  be 

marry,  with  consent  (which  is  essential  up  noticed  as  having  an  especial  relation  to 

to  tvventy  one),  or  by  bannsnotprohibitea.  sexual  development «  for  where  this  does 

Both  sexes,  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  not  take  place,  owing  to  constitutional 

imd  ttcenty-one,  are  liable  to  be  punished  tardiness,  castration,  or  other  obstacles,  tbe 

for  offences  of  commission,  but  not  for  boyish  character  still  prevails.    Bemt,  in 

those  of  omission,  save  where  the  liabi-  his  Sammlung  geriehtU  Medietn^  gives  an  ac- 

lity  is  specially  provided  for.   They  cannot  count  of  a  journeyman  tailor,  twenty-four 

be  sued  on  contracts,  except  for  necessa-  years  of  age,  who  was  still  a  mere  boy,  pu- 

ries.    Tbe  abduction  of  a  female,  under  berty  having  never  operated  its  peculiar 

til  teen,  without  consent  of  parents,  is  a  changes  upon  him.    And  other  examples 

misdemeanor  punishable  with  imprison-  are  of  no  rare  occurrence, 

ment.  Moral  peculiaritiei. — But  the  effects  on  the 

I  have  already  mentioned*,  that  at  seven-  mind  are  not  less  remarkable  than  those 

(eei  a  male  or  female  may  become  an  exe-  on  the  body.    The  habits  of  thought  and 

cutor :  I  shall  now  add,  that  he  or  she  action,  through  what  Foderk  calls  **  the 

cannot  act  as  such  until  the  age  of  tw§nttt-  tyranny  of  the  generative  org^s,"  all  nn- 

dergo  a  change.    The  male,  who  differed  as 

*  MsDicAb  Gasbttb,  p.  05  present  volume.  little  hitherto  in  manner  as  in  bodily  con- 
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IbrmatioD  flrom  the  female,  now  becomes  on  myself  to  pass  it  by  unnoticed.    A 

more  ron^h  and  masculine  —  the  female  girl,    only    fourteen    years   of   age,    the 

more  modest  and  feminine.    It  was  the  daughter    of    poor    parents,    who    were 

indiridualf  in  fact,  who  lived  hitherto  in  obliged  to  send  her  out  to  service  to  pro- 

both  sexes;  the j^yecies  begins  to  be  deve-  cnre    a    livelihood,    became    remarkable 

loped  now.  for  her  ilLtempcr  and  obstinacy.      She 

At  the  risk  of  anticipating  another  part  was  ill  grown  and  feeble  for  her  age,  and 
of  the  coarse,  I  am  induced  to  bring  to  your  conceived  a  mortal  hatred  for  the  task- 
notice  certain  peculiarities  affecting  the  work  imposed  upon  her.  One  evening, 
female  at  this  period  of  life,  and  having  es-  after  much  sullcnness,  she  hastily  finished 
sential  reference  to  Forensic  medicine.  The  her  supper,  and  set  fire  to  her  master's 
approach  of  puberty  and  menstruation  bam.  She  took  lighted  coals  from  the 
is  attended  in  some  females  with  tiuch  a  kitchen  fire,  and  put  them  under  the 
disturbance  of  the  mental  faculties,  as  to  straw ;  but  never  attempted  to  make  her 
raise  a  question  of  criminal  responsibility,  escape  or  to  conceal  herself  during  the 
**  The  crisis  of  the  commencement  of  the  confusion  that  ensued.  When  the  con- 
menstrual  fanction,"8aysFoder^,"  is  some-  flagration  was  suppressed,  without  being 
times  retarded,  and  the  interference  which  at  all  questioned  on  the  subject,  she 
then  occurs  produces  several  alterations  in  volunteered  to  assert  her  innocence.  But 
the  system —in  the  cerebral  functions  more  when  taken  before  the  magistrate,  she 
particularly:  for  a  sort  of  temporary  de-  fully  confessed  her  guilt,  alleging,  as  her 
mentia  occasionally  takes  place,  the  exist-  onlv  excuse,  the  severity  of  the  labour  she 
ence,  or  the  possibility  of  which,  may,  in  daily  endured :  though  how  this  was  to  be 
certain  circumstances,  demand  the  atten«  lightened  by  setting  fire  to  the  barn,  she 
tion  of  the  medical  jurist."  neither  could  tell,  nor  could  the  magis- 

A  remarkable  instance  of  this  kind  oc-  trate  understand.     No  malice  could  be 
curred  not  long  ago  in  Sussex.    A  girl,  imputed  to  the  girl :    her  disposition  was 
aged  sixteen,  set  fire  to  her  master's  house,  generally  benevolent,  and  even  her  master 
She  had  previously  borne  a  good  character,  and  mistress  could  not  but  give  a  good 
had  stolen  nothing,  and,  in  short,  com-  character  of  her  in  other    respects.     A 
mitted  the  crime  without  apparent  mo-  plea  of  insanity  was  thought  of,  but  it 
live.      She  was  brought  to  trial  at  the  was  deemed  impossible  to  render  it  valid, 
Lewes  assizes.    Her  master  was  anxious  since  no  other  overt  act,  or  word,  indi. 
to  save  her  life;   and    a  gentleman  at  cative  of  deranged  intellect,  could  be  ad- 
Brighton,  from  motives  of  humanity,  un-  duced.    Her  defence  was  then  rested  on 
dertook  her  defence.    It  appeared  that  she  the  fact,  that  though  in  point  of  age,  as 
bad  been  a  patient  in  the  Chichester  Infir-  legally  determined,  she  was  within   the 
mary  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  year,  verge  of  responsibility,  yet  as  her  physical 
when  she  was  aflDlcted  in  succession  with  development  was  retarded,  and  in  reality 
low  fever,  measles,  scarlatina,  and  strong  she  was  still  a  child  in  respect  to  her 
symptoms  of  phthisis.     She  had  never  moral    nature,  she    could  not  be  justly 
menstruated :  had  always  been  of  a  reserv-  arraigned  for  what  she  had  done.    I'he 
ed,  tacitom  disposition,  and  had  condueted  I^ipsic    faculty    were   consulted  on  the 
herself  in  an  eccentric  manner  on  several  case,  and  all  the  circumstances  fully  in- 
occasions.   The  counsel  argued  that  under  vestigated.     The  signs  of  puberty  were 
such  circumstances,  the  act  for  which  she  wanting,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  in- 
was    tried,  was  probably   committed  in  dication    of   the  commencement  of   the 
a    state    of   imbecility,   or  delusion,   in  catamenia.      The  memory  was  not  de- 
which    she  could  not  be  considered   as  ficient,  nor  was  there  any  want  of  con- 
amorally  responsible  being.     To  confirm  nexion  in  the    girl's    ideas;     but  there 
this  view,  he  called  two  medical  men,  Dr.  was  a  manifest  absence    of   that  judg- 
King,  of  Brighton,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  a  sur-  ment  and  steadiness  of  attention,  with- 
geoD,  to  give  their  opinion  as  to  the  effects  out  which  there  can  be  no  choice  as  to 
which  illness,  together  with  the  non-ap.  what  is  to  be  desired  and  what  shunned, 
pearance  of  the  catamenia,  might  have  on  nor  any  understanding,  or  power  of  ob- 
ber  mind;  and  whether  insanity,  under  any  serving,  laws  either  natural  or  civil.    A 
form  or  degree,  ever  happened  under  such  report  to  this  effect  was  drawn  up,  and  it 
circumstances.    The  testimony  of  the  me-  seems  to  have  procured  an  acquittal. 
dical  witnesses  was  so  strongly  in  favour  In  another  case,  also  rclateo  by  Platner, 
of  this  presumption,  that  the  judge  and  {De  excusati'me  ^taih^)  and    which    was 
jury  expressed  themselves  satisfied,  and  almost    identical    with    the    preceding, 
acquitted  the  girl.  a  girl  ofjourteeiif  but  of  retarded  growth 

Platner,  in  iiis  Quatiiones  Medicine  Fo'  for  her  age,  was  excused  on  that  ground 

iKnsis  (De  wiiia  i£tattf),  gives  a  case  in  some  from   the  consequences  of   the  crime  of 

respects  so  like  this,  that  I  cannot  prevail  arson ;  but  on  a  subsequent  trial  for  a  re- 
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petition  of  the  ofTencef  she  was  capitally  twentif  one^  are  wi  jurit,  at  their  own  dts- 

condemned  and  punished.  posal,  and  in  full  possession  of  the  rights 

Osseous  system  during  puberty. — ^The  bones  and  responsibilities  of  members  of  society, 
nndcrgo  remarkable  changes  during  this  has  already  been  mentioned, 
period.  The  curacuid  process  of  the  sea-  Physical  aud  moral  indicatUnu, — Our  best 
pula,  hi  Jifteen,  becomes  united  to  that  means  of  judging  of  the  age  of  an  indivi- 
bone  above  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  several  dual  at  this  period  of  life  are  far  from  be- 
irregular  osseous  points  may  be  observed  ing  exact.  Of  the  living  we  mnst  form 
at  its  summit.  There  is  also  an  osseous  our  estimate  from  the  general  appearance, 
point  at  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula,  and  the  expression  of  the  features — mak. 
Between^iteen  and  sirteen^  the  epiphysis  of  ing  all  allowance  for  labours  undergone, 
the  olecranon  forms  a  junction  with  the  climates  visited,  peculiar  diet,  trade  or 
rest  of  the  bone.  At  sixteen,  the  cartilage  profession,  &c.  Beside  this,  Foder^  thinks 
which  bind^ound  the  os  innominatum  of  -we  have  no  good  physical  sign,  save  the 
the  pelvis  exhibits  some  bony  deposits,  stiffness  of  the  beard ;  nor  moral,  except 
and  the  epicondyle  of  the  humerus  ossifies,  the  superior  steadiness  and  prudence  exhi- 
Bctween  sutetn  and  seventeen^  the  five  epi-  bited  in  this  period  above  that  which  went 
physes  of  the  phalangettes  of  the  toes  are  before.  Of  women  it  is  perhaps  more  dif. 
united  to  the  bones ;  and  at  seventeen  the  ficnlt  still  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the 
same  occurs  with  respect  to  the  posterior  age,  as  at  this  period,  owing  to  their  pecn- 
epi physes  of  the  phalaugines  of  the  same  liar  destiny,  they  enjoy  a  remarkable  im- 
parts. At  eighteen,  the  epi  trochlea  and  the  m  unity  from  those  changes  commonly  at- 
three  epiphyses  of  the  superior  extremity  tendant  on  the  lapse  of  time.  But  in 
of  the  femur,  become  conjoined  with  the  judging  of  the  dead  we  may  have  recourse 
bone ;  the  toes  also  present  still  further  de-  to  the  osseous  system,  which,  as  in  the  other 
velopment  in  their  bony  structure.  About  ages,  will  present  us  with  a  few  peculia- 
nineteen yihere  is  observed  an  osseous  germ  at  rities  that  may  assist  us. 
the  sternal  extremity  of  the  clavicle:  the  Osseous  c/ftwibpment.— About  the  twenty. 
fourth  coccygean  vertebra  is  ossified  i  and  Jifih  year  the  points  which  crown  the 
there  is  union  of  the  inferior  extremity  of  transverse  and  spinous  processes  of  the 
the  femur,  and  the  two  extremities  of  the  vertebras  become  united  ;  as,  also,  do  the 
humerus  with  the  body  of  their  respective  epijihysary  points  of  the  ribs.  From 
bones.  At  tv?enty  or  twenty -one,  the  first  tvoentyfive  to  thirty,  the  first  sacral  vertebra 
piece  of  the  sternum  is  usually  found  forms  a  union  with  the  rest.  And  this, 
united  with  the  other  portions  of  that  perhaps,  with  the  mere  exception  of  the 
bone.  The  sphenoid  also  is  observed  to  bony  union  which  takes  place  between  the 
be  in  dose  union  with  the  occipital.  ei)sifbrm  cartilage  and  the  sternum,  and 

The  fifth  molar  teeth — tJht  denies  sapientiti  that  between  the  coccjrx  and  the  sacrum 
^^ommonly  appear  from  the  eighteenth  (both  which  phenomena  nsnally  occur  be- 
to  the  twenty-fifth  year.  But  there  is  tween  the  fortieth  and  fiftieth  year),  may 
much  diversity  in  tnis  respect,  for  some  be  considered  as  the  age  in  which  the 
persons  have  tnem  not  till  very  late  in  life,  grrowth  of  the  bones  is  complete. 
Dr.  Hamilton  mentions  a  man  who  died  As  to  the  teeth,  ■  it  has  been  sometimes 
at  eighty  cutting  his  wisdom  teeth.  One  thought  that  it  might  be  possible,  from  a 
thing,  however,  is  pretty  usual  with  re-  close  observation  of  their  wear  and  tear,  to 
spect  to  these  teeth,  that  as  they  are  gather  some  clue  to  the  exact  age  of  the 
commonly  the  last  to  appear,  so  they  are  adult  individual.  But  this  method,  so 
generally  the  first  to  decay.  successfully  pursued  by  veterinarians,  and 
,^  ,  ,  ...  others  conversant  with  the  lower  animals. 
Youth  or  Juvenility.  cannot  be  applied  to  the  human  subject. 

Let  us  now  direct  our  attention  to  that  The  teeth  vary  very  much  in  different  in- 
period  of  life—yonth,  juvenility,  or  adult  dividuals,  and  are  of  a  very  fragile  and  de> 
age— in  which  the  system  reaches  its  caying  nature  in  persons  of  weakly  con- 
zenith  ;  when  both  mental  and  bodily  stitutlons :  ail  men,  besides,  do  not  em- 
yigour  attain  a  degree  of  perfection  which  ploy  their  organs  of  mastication  alike  ; 
the  subsequent  ages  at  best  only  serve  to  some  nse  them  but  little,  bottmg  their  food 
concentrate.  with  impunity;  others  employ  their  in- 

Legal   distinctions,  —  After    the    age   of  cisors  where  the  molars  are    commonly 

twenty  one,  and  until  that  of  sixty,  males  nsed,  and  vhe  vertd  ;  others,  again,  owing 

are   liable  to  serve  as   jurors.      In  the  to  the  nnevenness  of  their  jaws,  one  pro- 

church,  no  person  is  to  be  ordained  dea-  jecting  beyond  or  beside  the  other,  cannot 

con    until    he  has  attained  the    age  of  use    the  corresponding    parts   of   oppo. 

twenty  three  complete ;  nor  priest  until  he  site  teeth,  and  therefore  wear  them  late- 

has  completed  twenty-four.     That  males  rally ;  others,  in  fine,  are  in  the  habit  of 

and    females,   on   attaining   the  age  of  grinding  their  teeth  in  their  sleep ;  so  that. 
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<m  the  whole,  it  most  be  evident  that  no 
certain  charecters  cau  be  detected  in  the 
condition  of  the  teeth  which  can  much 
serve  the  pnrpose  of  the  medical  jurist. 

Proportions  of  the  skeUton  at  dfferent  ages. 
— Having  noticed  the  8ucces.sive  changes 
that  take  place  in  the  osseous  system,  from 
its  commencement  to  its  completion,  we 
may  here  paase  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
proportions  which  the  parts  of  the  skeleton 
bear  to  each  other  at  different  ages.  M. 
8ue,  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1755,  made  a 
series  of  interesting  observations  on  this 
subject,    and    most    of  the    continental 


writers  have  adopted  his  conclnsions.  His 
method  was  to  measure  the  subject  from 
the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  sole  of  the 
foot;  he  then  measured  the  trunk,  from 
the  crown  to  the  symphysis  pubis.  In 
taking  the  length  of  the  upper  extremi- 
ties, he  measured  from  the  prominence  of 
the  acromion  to  the  end  of  the  middle 
finger;  and  in  measuring  the  lower,  he 
took  from  the  symphysis  pubis  to  the  sole. 
The  following  are  some  of  his  chief  re- 
sults, communicated  to  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  : — 


Age. 

Length  of  body. 

Trank. 

Upper  extrem. 

Lower  extrem. 

Six  weeks    ••••••• 

FU 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

In.    Lin. 
0     16 

3  0 
9       0 
0       0 
2      94 

6  0 
10      6 

9      0 
8      6 

7  0 

4  0 

Ft. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

In. 
0 
2 
5 
6 
8 
10 
1 
7 
0 
4 
8 

Lin. 
7 

I 
8 

3i 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ft.    In. 
0       0 
0        1 
0       3 
0       5 
0       6 
0       8 

0  9 

1  2 

1  7 

2  0 
2       6 

Liu. 

5 

1 

7 
10 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Ft.    In.     Lin. 
0       0       4 
0       0     11 
0       3       4 
0       5       9 
0       6       6 
0       8       0 

0  9       0 

1  2       0 

1  8      6 

2  3      0 
2      8       0 

Three  months  ..•.•••... 

Six  months ••••.. 

Seven  ditto 

Eifcht  ditto 

Nine  ditto 

One  year ••.. 

Three  years 

Ten  ditto    

Fourteen  ditto    

Twenty  to  twenty.five  • . 

After  this  the  proportions  do  not  vary, 
except  it  be  in  consequence  of  old  age 
giving  a  enrve  to  the  spine.  It  will  be 
obeerved,  therefore,  that  when  the  os- 
seous system  has  attained  its  full  mag- 
nitude, the  skeleton  is  exiEictly  halved  at 
the  symphysis  pubis;  and  putting  this 
in  connexion  with  the  fact  mentioned  in 
last  lecture,  that  the  middle  point  of  the 
whole  lengrth  is,  at  birth,  at  the  navel, 
and  that  at  the  sixth  month  of  gesta> 
tion  it  coincides  with  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  sternum,  we  become  acquainted 
with  the  peculiarity,  which,  when  once 
known,  is  easily  retained  in  the  memory, 
— namely,  that  the  middle  point  of  the 
length,  during  the  period  of  growth,  from 
the  embryo  state  to  adult  ag^,  traverses  from 
above  the  abdominal  extremity  of  the 
stemnm  down  to  the  symphysis  pubis, 
where  it  stops. 

But  it  most  be  recollected  that  this  is 
the  condition  of  the  normal  development 
of  the  bony  stracturea.  Where  physical 
eauaes  hare  operated  to  interfere  with 
the  growth,  the  results  are  strikingly 
differenL  The  trade,  or  occupation,  in 
wbieh  an  individual  may  have  been 
engaged  during  early  life,  mav  be  an 
inpedimenL  One  instance  of  this  kind 
may  be  found  in  the  labour  of  the  facto- 
ries, as  it  used  to  be  exacted  of  young  per- 


sons still  growing.  A  remarkable  example 
was  mentioned  in  the  evidence  before  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  on  the  Factory 
question,  in  1832.  The  witness,  a  medi- 
cal man,  showed  how  some  of  the  opera- 
tives whom  he  had  examined  in  the  facto- 
ries, must  have  lost, during  their  growth,  a 
full  foot  of  their  entire  stature,—  and,  as  it 
would  appear,  through  suppression  of 
the  growth  of  the  liiwer  linibs.  He 
proved  it  in  this  way :  it  is  known  that 
when  we  extend  our  arms  horizontally 
and  laterally  from  the  trunk,  the  distance 
between  the  tips  of  the  fingers  of  each 
hand  is  equal  to  the  whole  length  of  the 
person.  Now  some  of  the  factory  work. 
men  could  with  their  extended  arms 
reach  over  a  space  measuring  six  feet, 
while  their  stature  did  not  exceed ^i;e.  The 
deficiency  he  attributed  to  their  standing 
constantly  for  fifteen  hours  or  more  in  the 
day  at  work,  during  that  period  of  life 
when  the  bony  system  is  in  a  state  of 
growth  *.  It  IS  to  be  regretted  that  in 
this  case  the  witness  did  not  state  the 
comparative  lengths  of  the  trunk  and 
lower  extremities.  Still,  however,  the 
illustration  is  valuable,  coming,  as  it  did, 
from  a  quarter  in  which  the  researches  of 
M.  Sue  appear  to  have  been  unknown. 

«  Mbdical  Gasbttb,  vol.  xl.  p.  b97% 
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An  unhealthy  or  diseased  condition  of 
the  bones  m  early  life  may  also  materially 
afiect  the  proportionate  lengths,  as  found 
on  measuring  the  adult  skeleton.  Rickets 
has  this  effect  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
In  a  curious  paper  on  this  subject  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Shaw  (Med.  Gaz.  vol.  xvi.), 
the  author  says,  "  that  the  rickety  skeleton 
has  a  nearer  resemblance,  in  its  relati?e 
proportions,  to  the  skeleton  of  the  child, 
than  to  that  of  the  adult."  And  it  is 
worth  observing,  that  in  these  cases  it  is 
generally  the  bones  of  the  lower  limbs 
that  suffer.  "  The  pel?is  and  bones  of  the 
lower  extremity,"  says  Mr.  Shaw,  "  fall 
short  to  the  extent  of  about  one-third  of 
their  natural  dimensions ;  while  the  skull, 
the  spinal  column,  and  the  upper  extre- 
mity, only  suffer  a  loss  amounting  to 
about  one-thirteenth  of  their  natural 
size." 

In  persons  who  are  rery  tall,  or  who 
exceed  considerably  the  orainarv  height, 
it  will  generally  be  found  that  the  length 
of  the  lower  extremities,  measured  alter 
M.  Sue's  method,  exceeds  considerably 
that  of  the  trunk.  In  fact,  there  is  here  a 
deformity  the  rererse  of  that  resulting 
from  rickets,  or  from  premature  exertion 
in  a  standing  posture.  Mr.  Shaw  tells  us, 
that  he  took  the  measurements  of  a  gentle- 
man who  stood  six  feet  four  and  a  half 
inches,  and  compared  them  with  those  of 
another  c^entleman  whose  height  was ^ five 
feet  eight:  the  result  was,  that  in  the 
part  of  the  body  above  the  pelvis  there 
was  scarcely  an  inch  of  difference  between 
the  two  individuals;  while  in  the  part 


reaching  from  the  spine  of  the  iliam  to 
the  heel,  there  was  a  difference  of  no  less 
than  eight  inches ! 

This  will  account  for  the  unsatisfactory 
conclusions  arrived  at  by  those  who  have 
attempted  to  ascertain  the  human  stmc 
ture  from  detached  parts  of  the  system. 
In  the  case  of  animals,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons — such  as  their  comparative  immunity 
from  disease,  their  attitude  not  being 
erect,  &c.  —  the  dimension  of  any  one 
bone  may  conduct  ns  pretty  correctly  to 
those  of  the  whole  figure.  But  the  sta- 
tistical data  gathered  by  Orfila  and  others 
with  a  view  to  arrive  at  the  structure  of 
man  in  a  similar  manner,  afford  no  pros- 
pect of  medico-legal  ntility.  We  find  in 
the  TraiU  des  J^humations  juridiques,  by 
Orfila  and  Lesneur,  two  tables  —  one 
giving  the  measurements  of  fifty-five  re- 
cent sobjects,  including  those  of  the 
femur,  tibia,  fibula,  humeras,  cubitus, 
and  radius ;  the  otb«r  stating  Uie  lengths 
of  the  same  parts  in  twenty  skeletons, 
fiat  when  we  come  to  inqoiie  what  is 
the  stature  corresponding  to  a  particalar 
bone,  we  find  that  we  may  be  lell  in 
doubt  whether  the  person  to  whom  it  be- 
longed was  only  five  feet  fonr,  or  five  feet 
nine  or  ten  in  height ! 

M.  Devergie  shows  the  fallacy  of  the 
method  by  drawing  up  a  table,  of  which 
this  is  a  copy.  He  takes  Uie  tibia  as  the 
bone  from  which  we  may  be  desirous  of 
drawing  an  inference,  stating  its  length  at 
97  centimMres  n4*54  in.  Ens.),  as  he  finds 
that  to  be  set  aown  as  the  length  of  the 
tibia  in  about  12  of  the  dl  subjects. 


TIbU. 

Femur. 

Lower  Ex- 
tremities. 

Upper  EZ' 
tremllies. 

Trunk. 

Ststure. 

cent*. 

cents. 

cents. 

cents. 

cents. 

mAtr.  cents. 

37 

44 

85 

75 

85 

1     70 

37 

46 

87 

78 

86 

1     73 

37 

46 

87 

78 

86 

1     73 

37 

46 

85 

72 

84 

1     69 

37 

43 

84 

76 

80 

1     64 

37 

45 

81 

75 

85 

1     66 

37 

45 

83 

75 

86 

1     69 

37 

45 

84 

77 

86 

1     70 

37 

44 

85 

75 

85 

1     70 

37 

45 

88 

78 

89 

1     77 

On  inspection  of  the  last  column  we  per- 
oeive  that  the  stature  may  be  either  1  m^t 
64  cents.  (5  feet  4)  inches  English)  or  1 
m^ .  77  cents.  (5  feet  9^  inches  English) 
giving  a  difference  of  Jive  inches  between 
the  extremes.  Yet  M.  Orfila,  contemplat. 
ing  his  tables  with  some  complacency, 
says  that  he  is  convinced  of  the  possibility 
in  the   greater  number  of  instances,  of 


arriving  at  the  tmth,  if  we  avail  ourselves 
of  his  results,  especially  if  we  take  the 
femur  or  the  humena  as  our  standard.  On 
consulting  his  tables,  however,  with  ref^- 
cnce  to  these  bones,  thinking  it  poetible 
that  M.Devergie's  instance  of  the  tibia 
might  be  partial,  we  find  the  facts  to  stand 
thus:— 
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j 

1    Fcmor. 

Statare. 

'  Hamerus. 

Stature. 

45 

169 

32 

1-73 

45 

1-69 

32 

1G8 

45 

170 

32 

173 

45 

1-64 

32 

1-68 

45 

167 

32 

1-70 

45 

1-66 

32 

1G9 

45 

1-69 

32 

1-70 

45 

1-70 

32 

1-66 

45 

1-68 

32 

168 

45 

1-70 

32 

169 

45 

1-77 

32 

1-80 

45 

1-75 

32 

1-64 

So  that  we  should  be  still  more  unforla. 
Date  with  these  parts  than  with  the  tibia, 
being  left  in  donbt  respecting  the  stature 
correeponding  to  the  humerus  to  the  extent 
of  aboTe  six  and  a  half  inches,  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  femur,  fiv$. 

Manhood. 
Phyneml  mtffroNeet.— Although  the  period 
of  manhood  is  not  characterized  by  any 
of  those  well-marked  and  posittte  signs 
which  it  would  be  |>eculiarly  the  proYince 
of  the  mediod  jurist  to  ^termme,  still 
tbera  are  appearances  sufficiently  indi- 
catiTe  of  the  time  of  life.    This  is  the 


period  when,  if  ever,  the  system  attain* 
its  pereunity :  it  is  mature,  and  preserTes  it' 
high  condition  for  several  years.  Some' 
times  the  person  grows  more  stout,  and  of 
fuller  habit.  The  features  are  more 
deeply  sot,  and  the  forehead  bears  traces  of 
care.  Women,  especially  those  who  ure 
mothers,  exhibit  much  the  same  per- 
manence of  general  appearance,  and  un- 
dergo little  or  no  change  until  the  cessa- 
tion of  child  bearing.  Upon  the  occur- 
rence of  this  epoch,  which  commonly 
dates  about  the  forty-fiAh  or  fiftieth  year 
in  this  country,  it  frequently  happens  that 
the  mental  powers  become  deTeloped  to  a 
high  degree  of  perfection.  Of  the  moral 
qualities,  however,  of  either  sex,  it  is 
unnecessary  fur  me  to  speak,  as  they  are 
too  various  and  diversified  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  medical  jurist. 

height  and  proportion  in  mjlure  manhood, ^-^ 
The  first  portion  of  this  period  of  life — 
from  the  age  of  thirty-five  to  forty—may 
be  considered  as  that  in  which  the  body  is 
in  its  full  vigour  and  prime  proportion. 
Here  is  a  table  of  the  heights  of  the  men 
of  a  Scotch  militia  regiment,  with  a 
statement  of  the  average  circumference 
of  the  chest  corresponding  to  each  grade 
of  stature. 


Stmifth. 

Stature. 

Number 
of  men. 

Mean  circumference  of 
Cbett. 

686 

fl.  hi.         ft.  la. 
5    4  and  5    5 
5    6    ..    5     7 
5    8    ..    5    9 

5  10    ..    5  11 

6  0    ••    6     1 

79 
221 
245 
107 

34 

Inch. 

387 

392 

405 

411 

42-4 

From  this  statement  we  may  draw  the 
curious  inferenocy  that  for  every  two  inches 
of  height  the  measurement  round  the  chest 
increases  one  inch.  If  the  men,  who  were 
six  feet  one  inch  high,  had  been  as  large 
in  proportion  to  their  height,  as  the  men 
who  were  five  feet  five,  they  would  hare 
measured  43*4  inches  round  the  chest,  in- 
stead of  42  4.  Mr.  Marshall,  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  this  observation,  gives 
several  others  of  a  similar  kind  in  his 
book  on  the  Enlisting,  Discharging,  and 
Pensioning  of  Soldiers.  I  may  add  to  the 
statement  in  the  table,  relative  to  the  ave- 
rage thickness  round  the  chest,  that  the 
extremes  of  the  measurement  of  all  the 
Scotch  regiments  of  local  militia  were  as 
follows  :^Three  men  were  onlv  thirty-three 
inches,  smd  nineteen  thirty-four;  three 
were  forty-seven,  and  one  man  forty-eight, 
iodhes  round  the  chesL 

Seneteinee. 
PkjftUal  rAarocfen.^— Our  means  of  judg- 


ing the  age  in  this  period  of  life  are  far 
from  exact.  Some,  who  are  actually  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty,  are  as  hale  and  vi. 
gorous,  and  have  as  few  marks  of  tho 
imprint  of  time  upon  them,  as  many  who 
are  not  yet  forty;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  Byron  has  said, — 

**  There  1«  an  order 
Of  mortal*  on  the  earth,  who  do  become 
Old  In  their  youth,  and  die  ere  middle  age. 
Without  the  violence  of  warlike  death  { 
Some  perltbing  of  pleasure — some  of  study- 
Some  worn  with  toil— some  of  mere  weariness— 
Some  of  disease— and  some  insanity — 
And  some  of  withered,  or  of  broken  hearts.*' 

The  skin  and  lineaments  of  the  visage 
betray  mani/est  signs  of  advancing  age. 
The  person  generally  becomes  meagre, 
and  loses  its  erect  aspect  :  not  unfre. 
quently,  however,  a  high  degree  of  rm/ioN- 
po'ut,  or  rather  obesity,  prevails.  A  dimi- 
nution of  vigour  and  activity  is  more  or 
less  observable.  As  to  greyness  of  the 
hair,  baldness,  wrinkles,  sunken  eyes,  and 
decayed    teeth    and   jaws  —  obM:T\vxViv>\\« 
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MEDICAL  PROBLEMS. 
By  D.  Griitin,  M.D. 


HOW  ARE  WE    TO    DISTINGUISH    SYMP- 
TOMATIC FROM  IDIOPATHIC 
INTERMITTENT  ? 


founded  on  such  characteristics  as  these, 
unless  seyeral  of  them  be  taken  in  com- 
bination, can  scarcely  avail  for  medico, 
legal  purposes. 

Decrep'tudf, 

The  period  of  decrepitude—"  last  scene 
of  all,  that  ends  this  strange  eventful  his- 
tory— second  childishness,  and  mere  obli> 
liirion,-sans  teeth,  sans  eyes,  sans  taste,  j^  ^^^  „j,„^|,  ^f  M^rch  some  years 
sans  everything,"  -  that  age  which  is  since,  when  intermittent  fever  was  rerr 
rhTSbfyX^oVei^^^^^^^^  prevalent  in  the  country,  James  M^nZ 
cannot  help  observing  that  it  ap^eari  to  "!?'•«♦  »  healthy  jounff  man,  21  yearn 
be  considerably  antedated.  We  can  scarce-  ?'  «&«,  was  attacked  with  fits  of  jhiveiv 
ly  call  to  mind  the  advanced  ages  of  »^fir.  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  left 
Goethe,  Bentharo,  and  some  others,  who  side  of  his  bead  ;  these  fits  were  sac- 
have  recently  died,  possessing  to  the  last  ceeded  by  beat  of  skin  and  quickness  of 
the  highest  vigour  of  intellect;  nor  can  pulse,  oisome  hoars' contin nance,  and 
we  reflect  on  the  many  distinguished  ended  in  profuse  perspirations.  At  first 
persons  still  living,  who  have  passed  far  the  paroxysms  came  on  rather  irreg^- 
beyond  the  "  threescore  and  ten,"  and  larly,  but  afterwards  they  occurred  on 
even  the  "  fourscore, "  allotted  to  the  ^'  ^^^ond  day,  for  the  most  part  at 
more  strong  among  the  sons  of  men,  j^e  same  hour,  and  with  increasing  se- 
without  being  impressed  with  the  idea  .  When  T  was  called  to  see  him 
that  there  must  be  some  real  improvement  7  u^j  VVlien  1  was  caiiea  to  sec  mm, 
in  the  habite  of  life  in  latter  times,  which  ''?  had  been  saffenng  in  this  way  about 
preserves  the  stamina,  and  keeps  the  eight  days ;  the  paroxysm  had  just  then 
"  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano,"  up  to  an  fiT**"®  oflT,  and  left  him  in  a  low,  weak 
age  described  by  our  predecessors  as  the  state,  with  slow  feeble  pulse,  and  some 
mere  wreck  of  human  nature.  headache,  which  was  worst  at  the  left 

Phyncal  character*. — The  state  of  the  os-  side,   but   was   no  where  very  severe. 

seous  system  is  at  this  time  characteristic.  Tongue  whitish  ;  face  pale,  and  covered 

The  bones  of  the  head  are  very  solidly  ^ith     a    clammy   sweat;    the    bowels 

nnited,  but  they  are  thinner  than  in  earlier  jj^d  been  tolerably  free  all  through,  and 

life.   The  lower  jaw  has  the  appearance  of  j^^  j^j^j  ^^^^^  ^ny  thirst  except  during 

great  wear  and  tear,  the  teeth  have  m  ge-  ^,,^  g^      j  ^^^^  J  ^im  a  drachm  of  thi 

relte'Ta^nl?'  B^  wU^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^-"^  powder  of  jaJapimmedia^lv, 

solidity,  the  bnnes  are  very  deficient  in  «°d    \  tea-spoonful   of  Peruvian  bark 

gelatinous  or  animal  matter ;  whence  they  *n»^«  V™*;*  *  ^*y-     "**  ^"®  T               ^ 

are  more  friable  and  dry.    The  spinal  co-  of   shivenng    were    repeated    once    or 

luinn  is  usually  more  or  less  curved.    The  twice  ;  but   tbie   bark  being  continued, 

larynx  is  completely  ossified,  and  so  are  they  went  oflT,  and  did  not  return  for 

the  cartilages  of  the  ribs.    These  sig^s,  some  days.     On  their  recurrence  I  was 

however,  of  very  advanced  age,  are  appll.  again  called  to  see  him  ;  the  fits  of  sbi- 

cable  to  a  period  embracing  many  years  of  yering  were  much  more  irregular  than 

life— the  interval  is  large  in  which  they  before.     For  the  last  four  or  five  days 

are  observable :   so  that  we  are  obliged  to  fag  had   pain    in  tlie  vertex,   and  that 

father  more  exact  information,  if  it  is  to  ^^5^.^  fej^had  in  the  left  side  of  the 

stances'                        ""'  collateral  cireum-  ^^^^   ^.^   ^^^  ^^^^^    ^l,^„^  ^j,^   1^^ 

I  shall  here  close  my  remarks  on  age.  A  ™a*to»d  process  and  ear.     He  could  gret 

multitude  of  other  considerations,  which  "<>  s'««P»  and  suffered  much  during  the 

have  sometimes  been  looked  upon  as  con-  "^^  ^^^  ^^  **'''^  nights ;  but  there  was 

nected  with  the  subject,  might  easily  have  no  tendency  to  delinum.    His  pulse  was 

been  introducied,  and  probably  would  have  05,  and  hard  ;  his  tongue  whitish ;  and 

served  both  to  amuse  and  instruct  vou :  but  there  was  very  little  thirst.     His  face 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  omit  all  such  as  looked  pale,  was  covered  with  a  clammy 

do  not  immediately  belong  to  our  province;  sweat,  and   had  an  expression  of  great 

and  most  of  those  to  which  I  allude  have  anxiety.    There  was  a  tumor  over  Uie 

certainly  more  relation  to  natural  historv,  mastoid  process  at  the  left  side,  which 

medkinT           P«^'^«' ^^^^   ^  Forensic  was    soft,   puffy,   and   fluctuating,    on 

opening  which,  a  quantity  of  extremely 
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foetid    brownish  pus   sprang   out  with  nig^bt  for  about  ten  minutes.     The  case 

l^reat  violence,  and  much  relief.     The  was  at  this  period  evidentlj  hopeless, 

boue  was  carious  to  the  extent  of  about  unless  something  further  was  done.     I 

a  shilling'.  had  brought  no  instruments  for  trephin- 

As  this  patient  lived  at  a  considerable  ins*  with  me,  and  the  place  was  many 
distance  from  me,  I  found  it  impossible  miles  from  my  residence;  but  at  all 
to  see  him  every  day,  or,  indeedf,  at  all  events  the  necessity  for  it  did  not  seem 
as  oAen  as  mignt  be  wished.  After  the  very  apparent,  as  the  matter  was  flow- 
opening'  of  the  tumor  he  got  a  purga-  ing  with  sufficient  freedom  from  the 
tive,  and  had  relief  from  the  paroxysms  ojiening  near  the  mastoid  process.  The 
for  a  day  or  two ;  but  they  came  on  only  other  obvious  indication  was  to  di- 
again  with  more  than  usual  severity,  minish  the  inflammatory  action;  and 
and  occurred  daily  instead  of  every  al-  with  this  view  I  took  twenty-six  or 
temate  day ;  they  were  also  much  more  tiventy-eight  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
regular  than  before,  the  cold  fit  com-  arm :  the  vomiting  ceased  soon  after- 
mencing  exactly  at  noon,  lasting  about  wards,  and  he  seemed  somewhat  re- 
half  an  nour,  preceded  by  a  hot  stage  lieved.  It  was  then  late  at  night;  and 
of  somewhat  longer  duration,  and  ter-  on  my  return  next  morning,  I  found  he 
minating  in  profuse  perspiration.  I  saw  had  expired  about  three  o'clock.  There 
him  in  one  of  the  intermissions :  the  was  no  examination  of  the  body :  an 
pain  in  the  head  was  trifling;',  and  there  application  for  that  purpose  is  seldom 
was  no  thirst  nor  heat  of  skm  ;  the  face  successful  with  people  of  this  class  in 
was  pale,  the  tongue  slightly  white,  the  the  country,  and  was  not  in  this  in- 
bowels  free,  ana  the  pulse  calm,  at  stance  made,  as  I  knew  it  would  be 
about  75.  useless. 

As  these  paroxysms  bore  a  perfect  re-  Some  time  afterwards  a  boy,  10  years 
semblance  to  regular  intermittent  fever,  of  age,  was  brought  to  me  by  his  mo- 
of  which  there  had  been  for  some  months  ther.  He  appeared  very  ill,  and  the 
a  good  deal  in  the  country — as  the  in-  resemblance  tne  attack  bore  to  that  just 
termissions  were  so  perfect,  the  pain  so  related  was  very  remarkable.  She  said 
trifling,  and  above  all,  as  it  had  before  he  was  seized  at  first  with  pain  in  the 
yielded  to  the  influence  of  bark,  I  was  head,  accompanied  by  frequent  irregu- 
not  at  all  convinced  that  the  symptoms  lar  fits  of  shivering.  In  about  a  week 
depended  upon  suppuration  within  the  from  their  commencement  these  assumed 
head.  I  had  never  seen  the  shiverings  a  more  regular  character,  occurring  pre- 
attendant  on  internal  suppuration  so  cisely  every  second  day,  and  followed 
perfectly  periodical ;  and  there  was  no  by  a  hot  and  sweating  stage,  as  in  the 
improbability  in  the  coexistence  of  such  case  of  intermittent  fever.  He  had  been 
an  abscess  as  I  described  with  idiopa-  aflected  in  this  way  about  a  fortnight : 
tfaic  ague.  I  determiued,  therefore,  on  when  I  saw  him  his  pulse  was  05,  and 
tr}'ing  the  bark  again :  the  subsequent  weak,  his  tongue  whitish,  his  face  pale, 
history  of  the  case  proved,  that  though  anxious,  and  covered  with  a  cold  per- 
il once  more  gave  very  unaccountable  spiration.  The  skin  was  cool,  but  he 
relief,  it  was  a  remedy  entirely  inappli-  had  much  thirst,  and  was  very  feeble  ; 
cable,  and  convinced  me  of  the  great  his  bowels  were  rather  confined,  and  he 
necessity  there  is  for  minute  inquiry  in  had  lost  his  appetite.  Again  looking  on 
cases  so  very  insidious  as  these  are.  it  as  a  case  ot  ague,  I  ordered  him  half 

The  discharge  from  the  wound,  which  a  drachm  of  pulv.  jalap,  comp.,  and  some 

had  been  a  g'ood  deal  for  some  days,  be-  pills  of  sulpnate  of  quinine,  three  times 

gan  to  diminish  considerably ;  toe  fits  a  day. 

also  disappeared,  the  intermission  last-  Toe  mother  returned  to  me  in  four  or 
ing  from  tne  3d  to  the  6th  of  April.  He  five  days  to  say  that  he  was  much  bet- 
was  then  attacked  with  pain  in  the  ter,  the  fits  had  g^one  ofl",  and  his 
head,  very  severe  in  the  vertex  and  mas-  stren^h  was  improving ;  the  thirst  and 
toid  process,  and  attended  with  violent  debility  were  much  less,  and  he  was 
shivering  fits  frequently  in  the  day :  altogether  so  much  better,  that  she 
great  thirst,  heat  of  skin,  vomiting,  and  thought  he  only  wanted  something  to 
delirium;  no  drink  remained  on  his  restore  his  strength.  A  repetition  of  the 
stomach.  His  face  was  flushed,  his  medicine  was  accordingly  ordered.  In 
pulse  hard,  at  1 10,  and  he  was  very  about  a  week  from  this  time  she  came 
restless.  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  again,  to  inform  me  that  he  had  jgot 
not  dilated,  but  he  lost  his  signt  in  the  a  return  of  '      ' '  "^ring  fits;  that  \.&^ 
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now  came  on  every  day,  sometimes  two  chondrium  she  complained  of  pain.  I 
or  three  times  ;  that  he  had  heen  twice  had  now  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the 
growing  gradually  worse  since  their  case,  but  it  appeared  to  have  passed  the 
recurrence,  and  was  at  last  very  bad  ;  period  at  which  bleeding'  could  be  of 
she  said  that  he  had  great  oppression,  any  avail.  The  head  was  shaved ;  cold 
with  delirium,  much  restlessness,  and  lotions  were  applied  to  the  fore  part,  and 
excessive  thirst ;  that  he  had  been  deli-  the  whole  occiput  was  blistered  ;  active 
rious  the  whole  of  the  previous  evening,  purgatives  were  also  ordered.  She  grew 
and  all  night,  and  that  he  had  refused  more,  listless  and  heavy  on  the  follow- 
drink  since  morning.  The  oppression  ing  day,  and  was  in  some  degree  deaf, 
was  hourly  increasing,  but  he  was  still  but  was  sensible ;  and  when  spoken  to 
able  to  speak  when  she  lefl  him  ;  she  in  a  loud  voice,  answered  questions  dis- 
also  mentioned  that  he  had  complained  tinctly.  The  skin  was  cold,  and  corered 
much  more  than  usual  of  his  head  the  with  clammy  moisture;  she  complained 
last  four  or  five  days,  and  that  there  was  of  the  intensity  of  the  pain  in  the  head, 
a  tumor  behind  bis  left  ear;  she  now  and,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  back  of  the 
also,  for  the  first  time,  told  me  that  he  neck;  she  took  drink  well,  bat  the  retch- 
bad  been  long  subject  to  an  occasional  ing  continued  at  intervals.  In  the  even- 
suppuration  in  his  left  ear.  I  went  home  ing  she  roused  herself  up,  apparently 
with  her  to  see  him,  but  he  had  Just  ex-  excited  by  a^  strong  presentiment  of 
pired  as  I  entered  the  house.  On  look-  her  approaching  dissolution  ;  called 
mg  at  the  body  it  appeared  to  be  much  her  friends  about  her ;  said  she  felt 
wasted.  The  tumor  was  situated  ex-  she  could  never  recover, .  and  in  a 
actly  above  the  mastoid  process,  as  in  Tenr  aflTecting  manner  recommended  her 
the  other  case,  and  was  soft  and  fluctu-  little  child  to  the  care  of  her  mother 
ating.  I  was  anxious  to  examine  the  and  husband.  As  if  she  had  then  ac- 
head,  but  knew  it  would  l)e  quite  use-  complished  all  that  she  could  have  any 
less  to  make  application  for  leave  to  do  concern  for  in  life, -she  sunk  back  into 
so.  There  cannot,  however,  I  think,  be  the  same  listless  state  as  before,  equally 
a  doubt  that  there  was  matter  under  the  indifferent  to  the  cries  of  her  infant  or 
skull,  and  that  it  had  made  its  way  the  complaints  of  her  family  ;  she 
through,  as  in  the  former  case.  moved  on  the  pillow  with  caution,  com- 

I  shall  give  one  instance  more  of  this  plaining  dreadfully  of  the  back  of  the 

formidable  affection,  which,  though  not  neck,  and  now  and  then  sawing  the  air 

attended  by  ague,  nor  by  any  external  to  and  fro  with  her  hands:   she  suffered 

appearance  of  abscess,  proved  on  a  post-  intensely  whenever  her  bead  was  raised 

mortem  examination  to  have  been  ex-  to  give  her  drink,  and  at  night  had  in- 

actly  of  the  same  nature.  voluutary  evacuations.     I  saw  her,  for 

Mary  Cronon,  a  married  woman, aged  the  last  time  alive,  on  the  following 
24  years^  applied  at  the  Dispensary,  morning ;  she  was  lying  on  her  side, 
complaining  of  a  pain  in  her  ear.  The  frothing  at  the  mouth,  with  a  cold, 
case  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  common  clammy  skin,  ghastly  expression  of 
cold,  and  did  not  attract  any  particular  countenance,  the  lips  pallid,  and  the 
attention  at  the  time.  The  sunk  and  eyes  filmy ;  her  pulse  still  distinct,  at 
distressed  expression  of  her  countenance  Sfe  ;  she  spoke  rationally,  and  com- 
alone  a  little  surprised  me  ;  but  I  attri-  plained  of  the  pain  in  the  neck  when 
butcd  it  to  her  having  been  deprived  of  questioned.  Anxious  to  ascertain  wbe- 
sleep  for  two  or  three  nights.  Some  tner  she  could  swallow,  I  had  her  raised 
days  aAer  her  husband  called  on  me,  to  to  give  her  some  drink,  to  which,  bow- 
say  that  she  had  no  relief  from  the  vio-  ever,  she  strenuously  objected,  exclaim- 
lent  pain,  but  was  much  worse,  and  ing,  ** 'twill  choke  me,  'twill  choke 
unable  to  leave  her  bed.  On  calling  at  me  !"  She  was,  however,  induced  to 
the  house  I  found  her  in  a  most  deplo-  make  the  attempt,  and  bad  such  dif- 
rable  state.  The  pain  had  extended  ficulty  that  it  was  near  suffocating  her ; 
from  the  ear  to  the  back  of  the  head ;  her  head  was  laid  back  on  the  pillow, 
the  countenance  was  heavy  and  stupid ;  and  she  expired  in  al^ut  half  an  hour, 
the  pupils  greatly  dilated;  the  skin  The  examination  was  made  three  days 
warm,  and  covered  with  clammy  perspi-  afler  death.  There  was  unusual  dif- 
rations ;  the  tongue  white ;  tbe  pulse  ficulty  in  detaching  the  cranium,  from 
small  and  very  feeble,  at  110;  and  there  the  close  adhesion  of  the  dura  mater; 
were  constant  retching  and  distressing  tbe  pia  mater  was  not  particularly  vas- 
thirst.      Ou   prcs^siiig  the  right  hypo-  cular ;  there  were  about  two  ounces  and 
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a  half  of  water  in  the  lateral  ventricles;  tenniiiiny  paroxysms,    have    with  the 
the  choroid  plexus  and  velum  interposi-  actiml  existence  of  suppuration.     In  llie 
turn  were  unusualljr  pale;    the  pineal  present  state  of  our  Knowledge,  how- 
gland    was    Ter^  soft,  and   contained  ever,  their  occurrence  is  the  fir^t  circuni- 
uone  of  those  gritt;^  particles  commonly  stance  that  usually  leads  us  to  suspect 
met  with.     On  raising  the   tentorium,  that  it  has  occurred,  but  we  see  that  in 
the  cerebellum  was  found  covered  by  a  their  close  imitation   of   a    much   less 
layer  of  thick  pus,  which  extended  over  serious  malady,  they  are,  in  some  in- 
the  upper  surface  as  far  forward  as  the  stances,  likely  to  deceive  us.    The  pain 
cavernous  sinus,  into  which  it  had  passed  in  the  head  in  itself,  except  when  nxed 
through  the  aperture  in  the  dura  mater  to  one  spot,  cannot  give  any  particular 
which  transmits  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves;  indication,  as  in  common  colds,  in  dis- 
it  had  also  insinuated   itself  into   the  oiilered  stomach,  and    in    the    parox- 
meatus   auditorius  intemus.     The  pia  ysnisofallintermittents,itis  very  severe. 
mater  and  arachnoid  membrane  invest-  It  is  probable  that  more  may  be  gather- 
ing the  cerebellum  were  highly  vascu-  ed  from  observing  the  changes  of  coun- 
lar,   and    spots  of  extravasated   blood  tenance  closely,  than   from   any  other 
were  observable ;  this  was  also  the  case  symptom   whatsoever.     It  will,   I  be- 
at the  base  of  the  cerebellum  and  the  lieve,  almost    always    be    found,  that 
commencement  of  the  medulla  oblon-  even   where   the  intermission   is  com- 
gmtAy  tboa^h  no  matter  was  found  there,  plete  in  other  respects,  the  countenance 
The  quantity  of  matter  on  the  whole  Dears  evident  signs  that  the  patient  is 
amounted  to  something  more  than  an  labouring  under  a  serious  and  danger- 
ounce.     The  substance  of  the  brain  and  ous  disease.    In  the  advance  of  the  dis- 
cerebellum  differed  little  from  the  natu-  order  it  becomes  still  more  indicative  of 
ral  state ;    no  other  morbid  appearances  the  deadly  mischief  which  is  going  on 
were  found  except  in  the  liver,  M-hich  within ;    the    face    and    forehead  are 
waa  eoDsiderably  puffed  out  below  the  covered  with  a  cold  and  clammy  sweat ; 
ribsy  with  a  round  thickened  margin  ;  it  the  features  are  sunk  and  ghastly,  and 
was  of  a  bluish  colour,  and  its  suMtance  there  is  on  them  an  expression  of  ex- 
was  of  a  soft  spongy  texture.    She  had  treme    distress  and  suffering.      These 
never  complained  other  side  until  after  signs  are  not  altogether  peculiar  to  the 
she  was  attacked  with  pain  in  the  ear.  cases  before  us,  but,  I  think,  may  be  ob- 
p  The  cases  of  this  description  recorded  served  in  all  instances,  whether  chronic 
m  medical  writings  are  very  numerous,  or  acute,  in  which  matter  is  forming 
and  manjr  of  them  have  been  found  to  beneath  the  skull.     I  should,  perhaps, 
resemble  intermittent  fever  so  strongly,  except  some  of  those  in  which  tnis  state 
that  their  real  nature  was  entirely  un-  of  things  has  arisen  from  external  in- 
suspected  until  the  progress  of  the  dis-  jur^',  as  I  think  I  have  seen  some  in 
order  disclosed  it,  thougo  generally  at  a  which  this  expression  was  not  strongly 
period  too  late  for  relief;  it  is,  therefore,  marked,  or  was  altogether  wanting.    It 
a  matter  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  be  seems  probable  that  in  the  instances 
able  to  distinguish  them  in  the  early  given    the    inflammation  was    neither 
stage  of  their  attack,  the  only  time  we  violent  nor  extensive  in  its  first  attack, 
can  hope  to  find  our  efforts  available,  but  that  it  was  confined  to  a  small  spot 
Unfortunately,    however,    in     diseases  which  suppurated  after  the  inflamma- 
such  as  these,  which  are  not  always  tion  had    lasted  some  days,  and,  by 
Tery  rapid  in  their  progress  nor  con-  pouring  out  matter,  separated  the  dura 
stantly  acute  in  their  course,  it  seldom  mater  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood  ; 
happens  that  we  are  consulted  early  this    in    its    turn  becoming   inflamed, 
enough  to  have  it  in  oiur  power  to  pre-  added  to  the  quantity  of  confined  mat- 
Tent  the  occurrence  of  suppuration,  and  ter  and  to  the  severity  of  the  symptoms, 
as  the  only  rational    practice,  if  the  and,  at  length,  from  the  continuance  of 
symptoms  indicate  that  it  has  occurred,  this  process,  and  the  impossibility  of  the 
would  be  to  trephine  as  soon  as  we  can  matter  finding  an  outlet,  the  inflamma- 
ascertain  the  seat  of  the  matter,  it  would  tion  became  very  extensive  and  intense, 
be  a  vast  advantage  to  be  able  to  tell    adding  every  hour  to  the  urgency  of 
when  this  has  happened.    We  are  much    the  symptoms  and  the  certainty  of  the 
in  want  of  facts  on  this  subject,  and  it    event.    This  view  of  the  circumstances 
would  require  considerable  experience    seems  to  be  supported  by  the  fact  well 
in  cases  of  this  kind  to  he  able  to  deter^    known  to  medical  men,  that  diseases  so 
mine  what  connexion  the  rigor $^  or  in^    serious  and   dangerous  as  ibesc^  ^ery 
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of\en  have  their  origin  in  the  simple  eveiy  pupil  of  rmuff  merits  he  ofiered 

and  apparently  tri6ing  faot  of  a  child  to  present  him  with  a  crushing  instru- 

having  a  purulent  ear,  and  leads  us  to  ment,  should  he  be  incliDed  to  practise 

perceive,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  lithotrity.     The  offer  was  accepted,  and 

S'eat  difference  there   is  with  regard  to  Mr.  Fernandez,    with   that   unwearied 

e  event,  between  the  brain,  when  anj  zeal   which  formed  so  bright  a  part  of 

part  of  it  or  its  membranes  is  in  a  state  his  professional  as  well  as  private  cha- 

of  suppuration,  and  other  parts  of  the  racter,   took   every   opportunity   which 

body.      The   bony  covering  which   is  the  dead-house  of  a  considerable  parish 

placed  round  it,  to  protect  it  from  in-  infirmary  afforded  of  practising  ihe  ope- 

lury,  is,  when  suppuration  occurs  in  the  ration. 

Drain,  the  main  cause  of  destruction.  By  repeated  experiments  he  worked 
In  any  other  organ  of  the  body,  even  in  out  the  principle  which  enabled  him  to 
many  of  those  which  are  concerned  in  seize  the  smallest  portion  of  stone  in  the 
the  most  important  vital  processes,  large  bladder  of  the  living  body,  twenty- 
abscesses  frequently  are  formed,  and  eight  times  out  of  thirty,  in  the  shortest 
many  of  the  persons  affected  with  them  space  of  time  possible, 
escape,  and  even  enjoy  perfect  health  In  his  first  operation,  he  seized  and 
afterwards ;  but  in  the  brain,the  smallest  crushed  the  stone  in  2i  minutes.  He 
abscess  occurring,  even  so  small  a  one  lost  time,  indeed,  by  followinff  the  re- 
as  sometimes  in  slight  cases  of  whitlow  commendation  of^  a  friend,  and  endea- 
separates  the  nail  from  the  finger,  is  vouring  to  grasp  the  stone  between  the 
obviously  attended  with  the  utmost  dan-  blades  of  his  instrument ;  for  he  found 
ger  to  life,  and  must  necessarily  prove  that  at  each  attempt  it  escaped.  He 
fatal  except  in  the  small  number  of  came,  therefore,  to  the  conclusion,  that, 
those  cases  which  come  within  the  in  this  method,  success  would  depend 
reach  of  surgical  aid,  and  the  still  upon  accident ;  nay,  more,  that  the  at- 
smaller  number  in  which  the  matter  is  tempt  to  grasp  the  stone  pushed  it  away 
absorbed.                «  from  the  operator. 

Hence  it  should  be  a  constant  rule  of  The  failure  of  what  would  seem,  at 

practice  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  first  sight,  to  have  been  the  obvious  and 

the  brain,  never  to  admit  even  a  hazard  natural  method  of  seizing  the  calculus, 

qf  inflammation^  however  slight  or  cir~  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  theory  of  the 

€umscribed,termiuatinff  by  suppuration,  operation,   which    frequent    meditation 

In  other  organs,  if  it  occur,  there  is  still  and  practice  on  the  dead  body  bad  led 

some  hope  left ;    in  the  brain  there  is  him  to  entertain,  and  at  which  he  had 

virtually  none  *.  arrived  by  what  deserves  to  be  called  a 

[To  be  contiaued.]  Surgical  analysis ;  whence  he  had  educed 


the  simple  and  beautiful  principle  on 

/\*T   T  ToiTTrkrrDTnov  which  his  futurc  succcss  dependeo, 
ON   LITHOTRIPSY,  jjg  gaw  that  when  the  bladder  was  in- 

AS    PRACTISED    BY    THE    LATE    PHILIP  jcCtcd  thcSUrfaCC  WOUld  UO  lougcr  be  TU- 

FERNANDEZ,  ESQ.  gous,butsmooth,and  that  the  stOHC  would 

(From  tt  Correspondent,)  consequently  be  sure  to  roll  to  the  low- 

^  est  spot.     lie  made  it  a  rule  in  his  ope- 

In  recording  the  death  of  this  estimable  rations,  therefore,  to  come  exceedingly 

young  surgeon,  which  occurred  on  the  close  to  the  stone  (whether  before  or  be- 

I8th  of  September,  1836,  we  Uke  the  op-  hind,  mattered  not)  without  touching  it ; 

portunity  of  laying  before  the  medical  and  then,  havipg  firstopened  his  instru- 

public  an  account  of  an   improvement  ment,  he  gently  pressed  the  part.    The 

which  he  had  effected  in  the  practice  of  spot  touched  being  thus  maoe  the  low- 

lithotrity.  est  part  of  the  bladder,  tBe  stone  uni- 

The  attention  of  Mr.  Fernandez  had  formly  rolled  into  the  instrument,  and 

been   directed   to  lithotritjr  by  one  of  be  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  close  it  and 

(hose  apparently  casual  circumstances  eru^h  the  calculus, 
which  so  often  form  an  oera  in  life.     An        Twenty-eight  times  out  of  thirty  did 

operation    requiring  much   self-posses-  this  method  succeed;  as   we  have   al- 

sion  and  verjr  careful  dissection,  which  ready  sUted,  and  the  stone  was  seized 

be  had  performed  with  great  dexterit^r,  io  half  a  minute,  to  the  no  small  sur- 

baving  been  mentioned  to  Sir  Benjamin  prise  of  the  by.standers;  and  thus,  in 

Brodie,  the  friend  and  ready  patron  of  our  opinion,  baa  Mr.  Femandes  removed 

*  Dublin  Jouinaiof  Mfdical  Sdcnce.  the  grand  difficulty  of  this  operatiou. 
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It  should,  however,  be  rcmemberecl,  He  explained  this    circumstance    in 

that  an  instrument  powerful  enough  to  accoixJance   with    the  theory  which  we 

crush  a  mulberry  calculus  is  still  a  desi>  have  previously   pi^en,    by  supposinpf 

deratum  in  sur^^ery.  that  by    his   having  pressed  a  little  in 

Fortunate,  indeed,  it  is  for  the  world,  front  of  the  stone,  he  had  lowered  that 

'Vihen  an  operator  can  thus  explain  the  snot  sufficiently  to  cause  it  to  roll  into 

grrounds   ot  his   success,  so   that   those  tne  hollow  of  the  sound. 

resnlta  which  at  first  seemed  the  exclu-  He  thou|2^ht,  too,  that  in  cases  where 

MFC  reward  of  individual  tact,  may  be-  the  presence  of  stone   was    suspected, 

come  the  heritage  of  mankind.  the  sur<<^eon  might  do  better  than  strik- 

Nor  does  this  hope  that  lithotrity  has  ing  the  parietes  of  the  bladder  at  ran- 
now  been  deprived  of  its  chief  difficulty,  dom :  he  preferred  sweeping  its  cavity 
re«t  solely  on  the  probability  of  the  transversely,  and  forward,  and  back- 
theory  and  the  succens  of  its  promul-  ward ;  and  this  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
eator;  for  the  same  eflects  have  fol-  doing,  whether  he  used  a  flexible  or  stiff 
lowed  iu  other  hands.  instrument. 

By  this  method,  Mr.  Robert  Bloxam,  When  this  method  had  failed,  he  was 

of  Ryde,  cleared  the  bladder  of  a  stone  too  cautious  to  feel  perfectly  satisfied  of 

in  two  sittings,  with  the  same  facility  the  non-existence  of  a  calculus,  if  the 

as  Mr.  Fernandez ;  and  another  opera-  symptoms  were  prominent,  till  he  had 

tion,   left    unfinished   by  the  deceased,  placed   the  patient  on  a  lithotritic  bed 

was    easily  completed  by   Mr.   H.  W.  and     sounded    again,    in    the  iinected 

Rumsey,  of  Chesham.  bladder.     He  thought  that  if  a  calculus 

Thus,  then,  were  these  two  gentlemen  existed,  it  must  then  necessarily  he  de- 
enabled  to  lithotritize  with  all  the  skill  tected.  As  the  most  eminent  sTurgcons 
of  adepts,  without  any  previous  oppor-  have  sometimes  overlooked  the  existence 
tuuities  of  practice, simply  by  following  of  a  stone,  this  hint  is  submitted  to 
the  instructions  of  the  lamented  subject  their  consideration. 
of  this  notice.  It  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Fernandez 

May    we  not,   then,    claim   for  Mr.  to   have  injected    bladders   of    various 

Feruandez,    too  early    snatched   away  sizes   and   shapes — to  have  made  casts 

from  the  aflfections  of  his  friends,  a  por-  from  them,    and   to    have   embellished 

tion  of  that  praise  which  is  awarded  to  his  ]^rojected  work  on  Lithotrity  with 

those  who,  by   adding  to  the  stores  of  drawings  from  these  casts. 

chirurgical  knowledge,  have  diminished  The  utility  of  such  delineations  to  the 

the  suflTerings  of  mankind  ?  young  operator  cannot  be  doubted,  as 

His  second  operation   was   rendered  they  would   have  shown  what  position 

more  complicated  by  the  extreme  small-  the  stone  is  likely  to  take  up,  according 

ness  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  which  to  the  irregularity  of  the  cavity  in  which 

required   division,    the  intervention    of  it  is  lodged. 

spasm  and  heemorrhage;  yet,  even  with  Whether  the    deceased's  method    of 

these    difficulties   to    contend   against,  sounding  may  turn  out  so  satisfactory  to 

the  first  sitting  was  completed  in  five  others  as  it  was  to  himself,  and  thcac- 

minutes.  tual  cause  of  his  dexterity,  or  whether 

Let  us  now  detail  a  few  other  points  the  more  perfect  method  of  sounding  in 

relating  to  this  operation,  which  were  an  injected  bladder,  in  suspected  cases 

the  subjects  of  his  investigation.  of  stone,  as  he  recommended,  may  ren- 

1st.  Concerning  sounding.    Mr.  Fer-  der   the  decision  of  the  questionof  its 

nandez  conceived  that  it  was  possible  to  existence  more  perfect,   remains  to  be 

draw    an   imaginary    line    from    some  confirmed   by   others.     His   method   of 

given  point,  varying  with  the  position  lithotritizing  stands  on  an  immoveable 

of  the  patient,  so  as   to  intersect  the  basis ;  and   the  adaptation  of  the   sini- 

fundusof  the  bladder,  and  consequently  pie  truth  of  a  stone's  necessarily  falling, 

lead   to   the  stone  itself.     By  availing  m  an  injected  bladder,  to  the  fundus, 

himself  of  this,  he  became  so  dexterous  to  the  important  purpose  of  seizing  it 

that  it  has  happened  in  a  few  instances,  with  facility  in  the  manner  described, 

where  sounding    was   rcallj^  difficult,  must  be   considered  as  the  effort  of  a 

that  he  iustantly  succeeded  in  striking  mind  of  the  same  (quality  as  that  which 

the  stone.     Guided  by  this  imaginary  forms  the  distinguishing  feature  of  our 

line,  be  found  on  one  occasion,  in  his  greatest  discoverers. 
early  practice,  the  stone  lodging  in  the 

currature  of  the  instrument.  
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MEDICAL  EVIDENCE  eflTects,  and  which  can  only  be  done  hy 

,K  %  giving  &  just  one. 

RECENT  CASE   OF  SUSPECTED  Jd:„c^^a^"»lirw,"-f  y^H^^ 

INFANTICIDE.  between  one  and  two  o'clock,  received 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  PORTER.  an  Order  to  attend  F.  Doujirlass,  at  2, 

Sweet-Apple   Court.     I    found    her  in 

To  tke  EaUor  of  tke  Medical  Ga.eUe.  ^^ji^^^l  '^T^'^^t 

Sir,  livcred.    I  inquired  what  bad  become  of 

I  FEEL  highly  obligfed  by  your  courtesy  the  child  :  she   said   it  had   been  put 

in   calling  my  attention   to    a    report  away.     I  then  desired   her  to  be  cau- 

which  appeared  in  the  Times  newspa-  tious,  and   asked   if  it  was  bom  alive, 

per  of  the  12th  instant,  and  which  pro-  She  said   it  was.     I  inquired  how  she 

fesses   to  gi?e  a  detail  of  the  evidence  knew  ;  when  she  said  sne  heard  it  cry. 

taken   at  a   coroner's  inquest,  held  at  (Itmaybenecessary  to  state  that  this  took 

Bishopsg'ate   Workhouse  on   the    11th  place  before  the  child  had  been  found), 

instant.     As  I  do  not  g'enerally   read  1   subsequently    examined     the     body, 

the  Times ^  I  was  not  aware  of  the  in-  which   presented   the  appearance  of  a 

sertion,  and,  in  all  probability,  would  well-formed  child  at  the  full  period  of 

never  have  been  made  acquainted  with  pregnancy ;    the  head  well  covered  with 

it,  had  3'ou  not  drawn  my  attentionto  it.  nair,  the   nails  perfect,  and  the  chest 

That  it  is  a  correct  report,  I  think  no  well   expanded.     The  lungs  gave  the 

liberal  person  would  for  a  moment  sup.  usual  evidence  of  having  been  distend, 

pose ; — what  with  omitting  words  neces-  ed,  which  must  have  been  with  atmos. 

sary   to  the  proper  reading  of  a  sen-  pheric  air,  as    the   child   had  recently 

tcnce,  and  suostituting  others,  the  evi-  oeen  bom,  and  could  not  have  been  the 

dence  is,  in  many  parts,  any  thing  but  case   unless  the   child    had     breathed, 

what  it  ought  to  nave  been ;  and,  to  They  (the  lung.<)  were  crepitous,  and, 

convince  yourself  and  your  readers  to  on  bein^  cut  into,  air,  mixea  with  frothy 

what  extent  a  report  of  this  kind  may  fluid,    issued   from   the  cells.      There 

be  varied  by  the  reporter,  I  beg  to  re-  were  no  external  appearances  to  account 

commend  a  perusal  of  a  report  which  for  death. 

appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  The  following  part  of  the  deposition 

the  same  date.  was  in  the  shape  of  answers  to  questions 

I  feel  the  full  force  of  your  observa-  put  bj^  the  coroner,  or  jurors:— 

tions  respecting  the  propriety  of  medi-  It  is   harelif  possible  it  might  have 

cal  practitioners   taking  care  that  the  died  from  natural  causes  before  being 

opinions  attributed  to  them  in  the  news-  put  into  the  cesspool.     It  might  have 

papers    be  correctly  stated  ;    but,  sir,  oied  from  not  havini^  proper  a;;sistance, 

with  due  deference  to  your  opinion,  I  if  the  position  in  whicn  it  was  bom  was 

fancy  this,    in  most  instances,  would  unfavourable.     I  cannot  say  that  death 

prove  no  easy  matter,  and  I  think  that  was  the  eflect  of  natural  causes ;  there 

those  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of  were   no  external    appearances    except 

being  called  upon  to  attend  coroners'  in-  slight  lividity  of  the  lips.     Would  not 

quests  will  bear  mc  out  in  this  assertion,  say  that  it  bad  died  by  violence,  nor 

Evidence  is  put  into  their  mouths  which  that  it  had  not. 

they  do  not  always  utter;  questions  are  Two  sons  of  Hall,  aged  15  and  13, 

so  shaped  with  regard  to  nrobabilities,  were  then  called,  who  deposed  to  the 

and   are  often   so  edged  by  collateral  following  effect: — They  lived  with  their 

circumstances,  that  whilst  you  arc  di-  father,  and  slept  in  the  same  room  on 

recting  your   attention    and    framing  Monday  night;  they  were  awakened  dur> 

your  answer  to  meet  one  part,  a  reporter  ing  the  night  by  the  illness  of  the  young 

places  what  you  have  said  to  a  dinerent  woman   Douglass,  who  complained  of 

account.     With  respect  to  the  report  in  pain  in  the  stomach.     There  was  no 

question,  I  could  have  wished,  since  the  urinary  utensil  in  the  room  ;  but  there 

case  must  go  before  another  tribunal,  was  a  pail  which  is  kept  by  their  father, 

that  it  had  not  been  necessary  for  me  to  who  is  a  shoemaker,  and  used  by  him 

go  into  it  at  this  time  ;  but  as  it  has  been  in  his  trade;  it  generally  contains  wa- 

allowed  to  go  forth  in  an  imperfect  and  ter.     The  young  woman  got  up   and 

very  incorrect  state,  I  think  i  am  justi-  sat  on  this  pail  for  some  time,  and  was 

fied  in  endeavouring  to  counteract  its  then  helped  into  bed   by  their  father, 
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who   aderwards  ligfbted   a  candle  and  similurity   of  the  first  syllable   of  my 

nve  it  to  the  younger  hoy  to  liffht  him  name,  I  have  been  mistaken  for  her  late 

down  stairs,  whilst  he  carried  the  pail,  medical  attendant,  and  have  been  cx- 

wbich  was  covered  o?er,  and  emptied  it  ceedincv'Iy  annoyed  in  consequence,  to 

into  the  cess-pool.  the  great  amusement  of  my  prorei<>sional 

Ou  hearinj^  the  above  evidence,  I  friends,  but  little  to  my  own  satisfac- 
then  stated  that  in  all  probability  the  tioii.  Neither  have  I  any  intention  of 
child  was  bom  whilst  tne  woman  was  casting  imputations  on  Madame  Mali- 
sitting  on  the  pail ;  that  she,  not  being  bran's  medical  advisers.  Her  Manchester 
aware  of  the  actual  state  of  the  labour,  physicians  are  men  of  such  well-known 
probably  mistook  the  pressure  caused  by  talent,  that  were  I  myself  in  danger,  I 
the  child  for  an  inclination  to  relieve  should  feel  much  reassured  in  seeing 
her  bowels,  and  desired  to  be  placed  them  at  my  bed-side.  As  to  her  homoeo- 
upon  the  pail ;  in  which  case,  as  soon  pathic  physician,  I  think  that  if  a  man 
as  the  child's  head  was  protruded  it  practises  openly  a  system  fully  ex- 
would  cry.  In  a  few  seconds  another  plained, to  the  public,  and  himself  be- 
pain  would  expel  the  shoulders,  and  lieves  in  his  own  creed,  however  absurd 
then  the  whole  body ;  on  which  it  would  it  may  appear  to  us,  he  is  con- 
fall  into  the  pail.  Now  if  the  supposi-  scieiitiously  exonerated  from  its  conse- 
tion  be  correct  that  the  pail  contained  ouenccs  *.  To  you,  sir,  who  so  well 
water,  it  would  immediately  be  drown-  fulfil  the  office  your  epigraph  sets 
ed ;  and  even  if  there  were  only  the  forth  —  "  Dignitatem  Artis  Medicic 
discharges  incidental  to  labour,  they  tucri "  —  it  belongs  to  overturn  this 
might,  at  the  bottom  of  a  narrow  vessel,  new  ephemera  ;  a  private  individual, 
be  sufficient  to  suffocate  the  child,  aided  without  the  privilege  of  using  the 
by  a  favourable  position,  with  the  face  emphatic  "  we"  of  criticism,  might  be 
downwards.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  suspected  of  personal  motives,  if  he  at- 
child  died  soon  aAer  birth,  from  suffoca-  tacKcd  the  homceopaths. 
tion;  but  whether  that  was  accidental  As  fyr  as  I  can  judge  by  the  reports 
or  otherwise,  I  cannot  say.  of  the  case  which  have  reached  London, 

For  reasons  before  stated  I  shall  ah-  and  toj  which  I  apply  the  intimate 
stain  from  making  any  comment  on  the  knowledge  I  possess  of*^  Madame  Mali- 
above  ;  but  it  may  not  be  improper  to  bran's  constitution,  I  think  her  death  to 
obserre,  that  incases  of  this  kind,  when  be  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  deplet- 
public  excitement  generally^  runs  high,  ing  system  which  it  was  very  natural 
It  behoves  the  medical  practitioner  to  be  her  first  adviser  should  have  adopted, 
very  guarded  in  his  evidence ;  and  if  not  knowing  the  peculiarity  of  her  ner- 
tbere  oe  any  room  for  doubt,  surely  the  vous  system,  and  for  which  they  had 
accused  ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  not  opportunity  of  compensating  afler- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  wards.     A  few  details  will  prove  this. 

Your  wery  obedient  servant.  Dramatic    genius    arises    in     a    great 

Thomas  Porter.  measure  from  deep   feeling;   and   this 

J4»,  Bi«bop«nt«* street,  great  tragic  actress,  for  such  she  was 

Oct.  iCth,  1886.  above  all,  having,  in  the  pursuit  of  her 

vocation,  accompanied  by  gieat  private 

sorrows,  over- excited  her  nervous  svs- 

THE  LATE  MADAME   MALIBRAN.  tem,  was  subject  to  fits  of  hysteria  akin 

to  epilepsy,  and  to  attacks  of  catalepsy, 

such  as  1  have  never  seen  elsewhere,  and 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  hope  never  to  see  again.    For  example  ; 

^  having  been  one  day  informed  (falsely  as 

»                .        r        X.         *•  it  proved)  that  her  brother  was  killed  at 

Permit  me  to  make  a  few  observations,  j^\^i^^^  her  whole  frame  became   im- 

suggested  by  your  remarks  on  the  death  moveable,  and  as  suddenly  as  if  she  had 

of  Madame  Malibran.     By  so  doingf,  1  ^^^^  converted  into  a  statue  bv  the  wand 

am  far  from  wishing  to  add  to  the  irn-  . . ! 

tation  which  this  catastrophe  has  occa-  .  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  „.  Beiinomini  hat 

sioned, — of  which,  be  it  said,  en /?a«an*,  fuUy    explained   the  practice  be   adopted:    we 

I  kflvA  hflH  npnwinsil  nroof  know  of  no  intimation  of  bU  treatment  morespe- 

1  toave  haa  personal  prooi.  ^^      ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  .,  admlnlt tered  to  the  patient 

From  having  formerly  attended  upon  j,,^^  remedica  which  he  thought  dc»irauie.*'— 

that   unfortunate   lady,  and  from  the  Ed.  Gaz. 
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of  an  enchanter.      She  remained  stand-  be  useful  in  practice,  and  will  illustrate 

ing  for  two  hours,  neither  hearin&r  nor  how  cautious  we  must  be  in  treating'pa- 

seein;^  any  external  object.    Wakings  tients,  in  the  vocation  of  oar  lamented 

from   this  trance  when  her  attendants  cantetrice,  hy  depletion,  when  we  are 

were  off  their  {Sfuard,  she  unconsciously  not  aware  of  the  peculiarities  of  their 

precipitated   herself  down   a  flight  of  nervous  system.     There  may,  however, 

stone  steirs,  cutting  herself  severely  in  have  been  reasons  arising  from  the  ptf- 

her  fall.      Being    taken   up,    she    re-  culiar  situation  of  Madame  Malibran, 

mained     inanimate     and      motionless,  when  at  Manchester,  fully  authorizing 

until,    in    the    middle    of    the    night,  the  means  adopted  by  her  first  able  me- 

she  was  seized  hy  an  automatic  move-  dical  attendants.*--!  remain,  sir, 
ment,  when  she  began  to  roll  over  and  Your  obedient  servant, 

over  from  right  to  left ;  such  a  motion  Henry  Belinaye. 

as  Magendie,  if  I  remember  right,  de-       17,  oeonre-street.  Haaorcr  Sqiupt, 
scribes  as  talcing  place  when  the  cere-  October  20,  1886. 

bellum  had  been  pierced   in  a  certain  ^______„__^_____ 

direction.    Now,  sir,  for  this  malady,  ^ 

which  I  called  my  lamented  friend,  the     DISLOCATION  OF  THE  ELBOW. 

late  Dr.  Maton,  to  witness,  from  expc-  JOINT. 

riencc  of  her  constitution,  no  depleting  ..^^ 

remedy    was    applied     except    a    few  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
leeches,  in  spite  of  the  violent  blow  on 
the  head.    A  day  afterwards  Madame  Sir, 

Malibran  insisted  upon  fulfilling  her  Having  read  in  a  late  number  of  your 
duties  at  the  King's  Theatre — was  lifted  excellent  journal  some  very  interesting 
into  her  carriage,  not  being  able  to  cases  of  injuries  to  the  elbow-joint,  by 
stand — was  taken  out  in  the  same  man-  Mr.  Collier,  I  am  reminded  of  an  un- 
ner — was  dressed,  while  sitting^  for  her  common  accident,  to  which  I  was  called 
part  in  the  Semiramide ;  and  when  the  about  twelve  months  since,  in  the  person 
moment  came  that  she  was  to  appear,  of  a  young  lady,  who  was  thrown  from 
to  (he  unutterable  astonishment  or  her  a  gig,  in  consequence  of  the  horse  fall- 
friends  she  rushed  on  the  stage,  and  ing,  and  was  precipitated  with  great 
drew  down  thunders  of  applause  by  her  violence  to  the  ground, 
unrivalled  acting  and  singing.  £very  On  my  arrival,  about  two  hoars  mfter 
time  she  came  off  the  stage  she  retched  the  accitient,  my  attention  was  directed 
violently,  till  the  blood  came ;  and  soon  to  the  left  elbow,  which  received  its  in- 
after  the  performance  was  over,  relapsed  jury  by  the  carriage  during  the  fall, 
into  her  insensibility.  On  other  occa-  and,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  by  the 
sions,  when  other  persons  would  have  weight  of  the  body  falling  upon  the 
required  bleeding,  sne  recovered  without  hand.  There  was  total  inability  of 
it ;  and,  on  all  occasions  of  illness,  her  the  limb,  which  was  slightly  bent,  and 
frame  required  artificial  support  to  a  pronated,  but  an  attempt  at  flexion,  or 
most  unusual  extent.  extension,  produced  VttBi  agony.     The 

The  last  time  I  was  called  to  her  (the  joint  was  much  swollen  and  deformed, 

23d  April,   183:)),  it  was  for  a  severe  but  after  some  little  time  I  discovered 

sore-throat.     I  ordered  some  leeches  to  that  the  head  of  the  radius  was  partially 

be  applied    in    the    evening.      Being  dislocated  forwards;   and  on  grasping 

obliged  to   go  out  of  town,  I  did  not  the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  and  parti- 

call  again  in  the  evening,  as  I  had  pro-  ally  extepding  the  forearm,  I  perceived 

raised   to  do,  before  the  application  of  also  a  decided  crepitus  at  the  internal 

the  leeches.     In  my  absence,  a  homoeo-  condyle,  which  proved  to  be  an  oblique 

pathic  physician  was  called,  and  attend-  fracture  of  that  bone, 
ed   her  ever  after.    She  then  wrote  to        The  reduction  was  accomplished  by 

me  to  say  that  she  had  recovered  with-  fixing  the  humerus  steadily,  and  making 

out  the  application  of  the  leeches,  and,  extension    from  the    wrist,  by    which 

whenever  1   happened  to  see  her,  she  means  the  radius  was  brought  into  its 

laughed   at  my  sanguinary   system  of  proper  situation ;  at  the  same  time  due 

allopathy^  whilst  I  treated  nomaopathyy  compression  was  made  at  the  fractured 

which  had  taken  so  ample  a  possession  condyle.  I  immediately  applied  a  band- 

of  her  fancy,  with  similar  irreverence.  a^e  around  the  arm,  bent  the  limb  at  a 

I  think,  sir,  these  observations  may  right  angle,  placed  on  a  long  splint, 
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had    reconne    to    leeches,    salurnine  over  him :  make  him  their  scape-g^oat, 

lotions,  and  the  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  fancy  thcv  liave  therehy  exculpated 

and  at  the  expiration  of  one  month   I  themselves  from  every  imputation.   The 

eomoieuced  passive  motion.  i<       •                       •^       i 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  adding,  that  ^*^>"ff  >»  ^oo  gross. 

alihouffb   the  elbow   remains  partially  AV^e   protest  that  vvc  are  wholly  free 

anchjrtosed,  it  is  sufficiently  useful  for  from  any  partial  feeling  in  this  matter. 

the  common  purposes  of  life.  ^^   j,^^,^  ^^  sympathy  whatever  with 

Should  yon  deem  the  above  case  wor-  .           ...              ,     ,      . 

thy  of  publication,  it  is  at  your  service,  f*>«  "'^'<^*»'  "^^^  "'»^*  '>*«  *>*^^"  ^'>^^»™- 

aod  I  remain,  sir,  iz<^cl   for  the  expected    benefit  of  his 

Your  obedient  servant,  employers.     He  was  probably  a  con- 

»_    w     ■    »   .^                    xkiDOELL.  tractor  for  pauper  medical  attendance, 

*■  DC  DO  II TD  t  B  CI  1(9. 

Oct.  7, 18S6.  and   undertook  to  supply  his  medicine 

and  advice  at  the  lowest  possible  rate; 

iifl?r%iOAr     r*  K  'ZCT'T'n  otherwise  we  are  satisfied  he  would  not 

MlliDlCALi  OrAZib  lib,  have  obuined  the  ajipointmcnt.     At  all 

Smturday^  October  22,  1836.  events,   in   accepting  the  terms  of  the 

guardians,  he  undertook  duties  and  an 

«*  Licet  omnlbas  licet  etiam  mlhi,  dlgnlutem  amount  of  responsibility  which  a  con- 

i#r«,jfc*6«twrij  potMUamodoreniendiin  gcientious     practitioner     would     have 

puUlcoBi  sit,  (Ucenill  jMricolam  oon  recaso.*'  ■     i* 

CicMRo.  shrunk  from.     lie  has  forfeited,  more- 

"""~"  over,  our  good  opinion,  in  submitting  to 

FRESH  ILLUSTRATION  OF  THE  treatment  derogatory  to  the  respectabi- 

NEW  POOR-LAW  SYSTEM.  ]\iy  of  the  profession;  and  has  lowered 

Tb£  Poor-Law  potentates  have  made  an  himself  in  our  estimation,  by  the  pitiful 

example  of  one  of  their  officers:   they  concessions   and  mean  promises  which 

have    cashiered    him    publicly  — pour  he  tendered,  of  being  no  more  guilty  of 

encaurager  les  autres.  such  high  crimes  and  inisdenieaiiors,  if 

But  what  a  farce  is  this  that  they  have  their  honours  would  but  let  him  off  this 

attempted  to  play  !     In  the  sight  of  an  once.     Yet  the  injustice  of  the  case  is 

offended    community,  well   acquainted  too  manifest  to  be  obscured  by  the  dc- 

hy  this  time  with  the  thorough  inhu-  merits  of  the  sufferer. 

mantty    which    clings    to    their    pro-  The  circumstances  have  appeared   in 

ceediugs,  they    have    had  recourse  to  the  newspapers :    they  may,   however, 

the  most   shallow  trickery :  with  their  have  escaped  the  notice  of  some  of  our 

character    for    narrow-souled    tyranny  readers,  and  it  may  be  as  well  to  state 

branded    on    their    front,    they    have  them  briefly. 

ventured   to   try    a    delusion    on    the  On   AVcdnesday,  the  3(1   of  August 

public— to  create,  if  possible,  a  belief  last,at  three  o'clock  in  the  aflernoon,  ap- 

that  they  are  actuated  sometimes,  if  not  plication    was    made    to  the  relieving 

by  clemency,  at  least  by  stem  justice,  officer  of  Harpenden,  for  a  medical  at- 

in     the    discharge     of    their     duties,  tendant  for  Mrs.  Uowc,  a  poor  woman, 

A   poor  wretch  loses  her  life  through  aged  40,  who  was  very  ill.     An  order 

the  criminal    inefficiency  of  the  sy?-  was    granted,     and     forthwith    taken 

tem  adopted   by  the    functionaries  of  by    the    applicant     to     the    medical 

the  mmended  Poor-Law:  public  indig-  attendant;     but     the    latter    received 

nation   is  anticipated:  they   fasten  on  no  intimation  of  the   urgency  of  the 

one  of  their  degraded  officials— unfortu-  case:  he  was  not  told  that  Mrs.  Howe 

natclj   a    member  of  our  profession :  had  small-pox.    The  part  of  the  parish 

they  exercise  their  inquisitorial  powers  where  the  ])aticnt  resided  was  five  miles 

464.— XIX.  I 
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from  the  residence  of  the  medical  prac-  to  see  a  patient,  of  the  natore  or 
titioiier,  and  it  was  only  the  same  day  urgency  of  whose .  case  he  received 
that  that  officer  had  gone  his  rounds  in  iio  intimation.  This,  however,  is  not 
Mrs.  Howe's  neigphbourhood.  Not  un-  the  worst.  It  has  never  been  the 
til  nine  or  ten  oVlock  on  Friday  mom-  practice  for  parish  surgeons  to  tend 
ing  did  he  visit  the  woman,  in  obedience  their  medicines:  to  expect  it  to  be 
to  the  order,  and  then  he  found  her  done  in  the  present  case — a  distance  of 
dangerously  ill  with  confluent  small-  Gve  miles — was  unreasonable  :  to  make 
pox.  She  had,  it  seems,  been  nine  days  it  a  charge  of  breach  of  contract,  was 
ill  previous  to  hi^  attendance.  The  iniquitous.  Yet  what  says  Mr.  Secre- 
medical  man  desired  the  persons  who  tary  Chadwick  in  his  sentence  of  con- 
were  with  Mrs.  Howe  to  send  imme-  demnation  ?  "  The  Commissioners  con- 
diately  to  his  house  for  medicines,  ac-  sider  that  the  reason  assigned  is  insuf- 
quainting  them  with  the  dangerous  ficient,  inasmuch  as  the  circumstances 
condition  of  the  patient.  It  was  not  under  which  the  pauper  was  found,  her 
till  Saturday  noon  that  a  person  called  dangerous  illness,  and  the  previous 
at  St.  Alban^s  for  the  medicines ;  but  neglect  (or  inadvertence,  as  the  officer 
the  patient  was  already  dead :  she  had  represents  it),  prescribed  a  deviation 
expired  at  six  o'clock  that  morning.  from  the  ordinary  practice  of  waiting 
Such  are  the  plain  facts—- damning  until  the  medicine  was  sent  for  by  the 
enough,  in  all  conscience,  of  the  system  parties." 

under  which  they  occurred.    A  woman.        How  easy  it  is  to  preach,  even  when 
after  struggling  for  nine  days  with  the  we  forget  to  practise  !    The  humane 
fever  of  variola,  of  the  worst  kind,  ob-  Commissioners,  of  whose  humanity  we 
tains,  through  the  circuitous  route  of -an  have  never  yet  had  a  practical  instance, 
application  to  a  parish  relieving  officer,  think  that  the  state  of  theunhappy  pauper 
a  visit  at  last  from   the  medical  man  should  have  quickened  the  zeal  of  their 
whose  dutj  it  is  to  attend.    He  lives  officer :  and  because  he  did  not  exhibit 
five  miles  oflf,  and  urges  the  friends  of  more  bowels  than   they  ever  showed, 
the  patient  to  send  immediately  for  the  they  have  dismissed  him. 
necessary  medicines.     This  is  neglected.        The  most  disgusting  part,  however, of 
and  the  wretched  patient  dies  without  the  transaction  is  the  mean  shuffling  prac- 
any  medical  succour  having  been  ad-  tised  by  the  Commissioners,  to  transfer 
ministered  to  her.    What  worse  could  the  blame  to  the  medical  man  which  so 
have    befallen    her    in  the  most  unci-  evidently   belongs  to    themselves  and 
vilized  country?    Yet  here  is  England,  their  system  of  conduct, 
and  its  amended  Poor-Law  system !  Let  the  case  be  a  j¥aming  to  con- 
But  if  any  thing  can  be  worse  than  tractors ;  let  those  who  have  the   am- 
the  system,  it  is  the  conduct  of  the  bition  to  hold  the  high  post  of  medical 
functionaries  who  uphold  it.     We  just  officer  to  a  Board  of  Oaardians,    be 
now  complained  of  the  injustice  exer-  aware  of  what  awaits  them  should  any 
cised  by  them  in  this  case  towards  their  untoward  accident  bring  the  system  of 
medical  officer:    we  have  a  few  more  relief  into    discredit.      Folfilment   of 
words  to  say  on   the  subject.    It  was  their  contract  will  be  insisted  on  to  the 
unjust,  we  assert,  to  visit  with  so  much  letter;  and  no  emergency  occnrringin 
severity  (if  dismissal  from  their  service  private  practice  may  be  pleaded  in  ex- 
be  really  a  severity)  the  medical  attend-  cuse  for  a  neglect  of  the  contract  duty, 
ant  who  failed  to  undertake  a  five  miles'  Hear  one  or  two  of  the  interrogatories 
journey  at  a  moment's  notice,  in  order  whichwemeetwithinthepresentcase:-— 
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**  Bat  joo  are  aware  that  your  con-  London,  returned  to  that  town  to  settle 

tract  is  to  attend'  to  the  parish  peotde,  as  a  g^encral  practitioner.    This,  how- 

independentlj  of  your  practice  ? — This  ever,  not  proving  ajTrceable  to  liis  taste, 

anfbrtnnatelv  happens  to  be  a  solitary  or  satisfactory  to  his  ambition,  he  soon 

case.     If  I  bad  had  any  idea  of  the  wo-  returned  to  London,  and  settled  as  an 

■uu's  illnaa,  nmiiy  medical  men  near  accoucheur.      The  Colle^  of   Physi- 

wm  wonld  have  f^one  to  see  her.  cians  having*  admonished  him  for  prac^ 

^'Youarein  any  circumstances  rcspon-  tising*  as  a  physician  without  a  degree, 
•ibie;  but  in  that  case,  if  you  had  been  he  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  re- 
aware  of  her  illness,  and  you  had  not  mained  two  seasons;  and  having  ob- 
attended,  you  must  be  aware  what  a  tained  a  degree  from  the  Archbishop  of 
bemi^y  responsibility,  legally  as  well  as  Canterbury,  was  admitted  a  licentiate. 
■Borally,  you  would  have  incurred  :  but  From  tins  time,  be  remained  in  Lon. 
since  you  cannot  tell  with  regard  to  any  don  till  1810,  when  he  accompanied 
case  tliat  it  may  not  be  a  dangerous  the  Marquis  of  AV'ellesley  to  Spam,  and 
case,  you  must  be  aware  that  it  is  clearly  returned  with  him  when  the  mission 
expected  that  the  attendant  should  be  was  at  an  end.  On  this  nobleman  re- 
prompt.  And  all  the  instructions  you  tiring  from  office,  he  asked  bis  late 
may  Dare  received  from  the  Assistant  Majesty  to  appoint  Knighton  one  of  his 
Commissioners,  the  Guardians,  or  other  physicians.  Soon  after  this  he  became 
persons  in  authority,  must  have  led  you  acquainted  with  Sir  John  M^Mahon, 
lo  believe  that  the  attendance  under  this  by  whom  he  was  speedily  admitted 
new  Poor- Law  would  be  required  to  be  to  terms  of  intimacy;  and  they 
much  more  rigid  than  that  required  by  continued  on  the  most  confidential 
the  parochial  officers  under  whom  you  footing  until  the  death  of  the  lat- 
have  heretofore  served.  You  say  you  ter,  who  made  Sir  William  his 
have    been    accustomed  to  attend  the  executor.     Among   the    papers  which 

?m%h  poor  for  a  number  of  years  ?•—  thus    came  into   his    possession    were 

es^/or  thirty  years.**  some  relating  to  certain  private  affairs 

.  •  u  ®^  ^^®  ^^^  King.      Instead  of  endea- 

The  whole  case  is  pregnant  with  a  yonring  to  turn   this  circumstance  to 

moral  lesson  {   and  if  contractors  will  any  profitable  account,  Knighton  in- 

Bot  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  it,  stantly  carried  the  dwjuments  to  Carlton 

they  mast  be  lost  to  all  power  of  ordi-  ^J"«^'  *"^  P^*^^^  ]!>?"  ».*  T^'i'^''^" 

•         fi^i.  1.  ^^^  comment  or  condition,  in  the  hands 

naiy  percepUon.    They  see  here  a  prac.  ^f  ^he  rightful  owner.     From  that  hour 

titioner  of  thirty  yean^  standing,  per-  may  be  dated  his  admission  to  Royal 

lectly  familiar  with  the  mode  of  con-  favour:   the  Prince  Regent,  struck  at 

dueUng  parish  medical  relief,  yet  upon  «°5«  ^}l^  [j|«  jniporlance  of  the  benefit 

_         *  "^  -  .J  1     1  i  J  *nd  with  the  delicate  manner  m  which 

&e  occurrence  of  an  accident  calculated  -^  ,,^j  y^^  conferred,  appointed  Knigh- 

to    excite    public  displeasure,  the  ho-  ton  to  an  important  office  in  the  duchy 

noorable  Commiasioners  sacrifice  him,  of  Cornwall ;— in  1813,  raised  him  to 

and  throw  him  overboard !  ^«  baronetage ;  and    at  a  later  period 

presented  bim  with  the  grand  cross  of 
the  Guel|)hic  order. 

SIR  WILLIAM  KNIGHTON.  His  refutation  was  now  at  its  zenith, 

and  his  business  continued  very  exten- 

Thb    newspapers    have  already  made  sive  till  the  removal  of  Sir  Benjamin 

known  the  decease  of  the  late  Sir  Wil-  Bloomfield,  who  had  succeeded  Sir  John 

liam  Knighton ;  and  although  be  had  M*Mahon  in  the  office  of  Private  Se- 

hmg  abandoned  medical  practice,   we  cretery.    On  the  elevation  of  this  gen- 

ihink  it  incombent  upon  us  to  place  in  tleman  to  the  peerage,  and  his  mission 

onr  pages  some  record  of  one  who  once  to  Sweden,  Sir  William  Knighton,  who 

belonf^  to  our  profession,  and  whose  had  previously  been  a  frequent  visitor, 

career  has  been,  m  several  respects,  so  now    became    an    inmate,  at    Carlton 

remarkable.  Palace,  was  invested  with  the  offices  of 

Sir  William  Knighton  originally  en-  Private  Secretary  and   Privy  Purse,— 

tered  the  medical  profession  as  appren-  appointments  which  he  reuincd  till  the 

iiee  to  an  apodiecary  at  Tavistock ;  and  death  of  George  IV. 
after  a  lesmence  of  a  few  months  in       Before  his  connexion  with  (he  court, 
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Sir  William  Knigbtoii  practised  chiefly,  be  was  in  a  state  of  transition  between 

though  not  exclusively,   as  an   accou-  allopathy   and  homceopatb  v ;    but  that 

cheur.      He  is  said  to  have  been  ex-  he  was  in  a  fair  way  to  a  full  adoption 

tremely   cautious   of  his    reputation  —  of  the   new   light.     The   honiGeopathic 

always    calling    in   additional    advice  orators  did  not  practise  as  they  preach 

whenever     there     was     any    manifest  on  this  occasion:    they  dealt  in  most 

danger;  and  succeeded  in  amassing  a  enormous  allopathic  doses  of  Terbiage, 

very  large  fortune  by  his  original  pro-  but  no   substantial   facts — no    rational 

fession.     From  the  time  of  his  accepting  arguments.      They   monopolized   two- 

the  appointments  above  mentioned,  he  thirds  of  the  time  during  both  nights, 

of  course  wholly    abandoned  practice;  The    allopathic    speakers    were  —  Dr. 

but  he  still  retained  an  intimacy  with  Clutterbuck,   Dr.  Johnson,   Dr.    Rees, 

several  members  of  the  medical  profes-  Dr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Clifton.      If  we 

sion,  some  of  whom  were  indebted  to  can  form  any  judgment  of  the  sense  of 

him  for  many  acts  of  kindness  and  con-  a  most  crowded  audience  by  the  hearty 

sideratiou.  plaudits  which  attended  and  followed 

He  had  latterly   suffered    from   em-  the  observations  of  the  allopathists,  and 

barrassment  of  the  breathing  and  op-  the  peals  of  laughter  whicli  constantly 

pression  about  the  chest,  which  proved  interrupted  and  sometimes  drowned  the 

to  be  dependent  upon  enlargement  of  statements  of  the  Hahnemannians,  we 

the  heart,  and  ended  in  dropsical  efTu-  should  fairly  conclude  that  there  was 

sion  into  the  right  pleura  and  pericar-  not  in  the  room  a  single  disciple  of  the 

dium,  which  proved   fatal  on  Tuesda;^,  "Novum   Obganon"  except  the  three 

the  11th  instant,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  speakers  above  mentioned.  The  speeches 

age.  oT  Dr.  Rees  and   Dr.  Johnson  caused 

Sir  William  Knighton  was  unques-  great  merriment  by  the  ridicule  with 
tionably  a  man  of  excellent  talents,  but  which  they  covered  the  princij^lcs  and 
he  was  still  more  conspicuous  for  his  practice  oi  bomceopathy ;  while  Drs. 
fine  sagacity  and  knowledge  of  the  Clutterbuck  and  Stewart,  in  conjunction 
world.  His  success  in  life  was  re-  with  Mr.  Cliflon,  demolished  the  crazy 
markable,  but  such  was  at  one  time  his  fabric  of  Hahnemannism  b^  unanswera- 
interest  at  court,  that  it  is  quite  certain  ble  ai^uments.  The  President  himself 
he  might  have  commanded  almost  any  (Dr.  Whiting),  at  the  close  of  the  de- 
thing  which  the  highest  influence  in  bate,  which  be  never  interrupted  in  its 
the  empire  could  bestow ; — yet  he  never  course,  declared  his  opinion  that  the 
shewed  himself  either  avaricious  or  homoeopaths  did  not  adduce  one  single 
greedy  of  honours.  He  was  scrupu-  fact,  either  in  Mr.  Kingdon*8  long 
lously  punctilious  in  all  the  observances  paper,  or  in  any  of  their  speeches,  which 
and  etiquettes  of  society ;  but,  amid  the  could  fairly  be  considered  as  evidence  in 
polish  which  his  manners  and  character  favour  of  the  new  doctrine, 
received  from  the  circumstances  into  Dr.  Clutterbuck  then  proposed  a  re- 
which  he  was  thrown,  he  still  retained  solution — that  the  society,  after  a  pa- 
unimpaired  the  impress  of  his  early  tient  hearing  of  homoeopathic  doctrine 
frienaships.  and  practice,  did  not  consider  either  of 
them  to  be  worthy  of  the  slightest  atten- 
tion from  a  body  of  enlie^htened  prac- 
HOMGEOPATHY.  titioners.    The  homoepathists  loudly  ob« 

During   the  last  two  sittings  of  the  against  it,  as  calculated  to  do  him  a 

London  Medical  Society,  the  disciples  of  personal  and  professional  injury,  as  the 

Hahnemann    have    bad   field-days,  or  author  of  the  paper,  and  consequently 

rather  nights.    The  homoeopathic  ora*  the    cause    of   toe    discussion,  several 

tors  were  three — Dr.  Uwins,  Mr.  King-  allopathists  interfered,  and  prevailed  on 

don,  and  Mr.  Headland.   They  all  pro-  Dr.  Clutterbuck  to  withdraw  bis  motion, 

fessed    thefhselvcs  not   to   be  homoeo-  It  was  quite  clear  that  not  more  than 

paths,  while  thev  advocated  the  practice  three  or  four  hands  would  have  been 

and  defended  the  doctrines  of  Hahne-  held  up  in  favour  of  the  infinitessimal 

mann !     Dr.  Uwins,  however,  when  this  system. 

inconsistency    was  alluded  to,  at  the  It  would  have  been  wise,  however,  in 

close  of  the  debate,  acknowledged  that  the  society,  either  to  have  declined  the 
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subject  of  discussiun  at  first,  or  to  Lave  sign  with  which  medicines  are  prescribed 

come  to  some  official  conclusion  at  the  for  diseases,  the  nature  of  which  I  shall 

end.      The    bomoeopatbists,  actinGf  on  explain. 

their   usual   Uctics,  will   magnify'  this  There  were  not  many  cases  admitted  on 

discussion    into    one    of   the*^  greatest  ^^^,^°'^^7  if^^itf,  !"C'^^^ 

.  .         1        1  •  1  TT  V                 I           *    k  sentmir  irreat    variety ;    but    there    were 

tnumphs  which  Hahnemann  has  yet  ob-  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^,.„  ,^.^j  ^,  ^^  ^^1^^  ^  f^.^ 

tamed  in   any  country  !      What !    the  observations  on  a  most  important  disease- 
oldest  Medical  Society  m  this  nietropo-  rheumatism. 

lis    arguing   the   topic    for  two  whole  Rheumatic  pain  is  a  vap:ue  expression. 

nights,  and  coming  to  no  conclusion  at  «  I  think,''   to   use  the  language  of  the 

last,  leaving  the  homoeopaths  master  of  lower  classes,  **  I  have  got  the  rheuma- 

tbe  field,— as  far  as  length  of  speeches,  tics,"  means  simply  that  the  patient  has 

at  least,  is  a   criterion  ! !     This  is  the  pains  in  his  limbs.     Indeed,  I  am  not  sure 

very  course   they  will  pursue,  and  pro-  whether  the  expression  used  by  the  higher 

bably  tbU  was  the  very  object  they  had  glasses  of  society  is  not  equally  vague.   ;*  1 

in  •  view    when    they    entangled    Mr.  ^^ve  got  the  rheumatism,"  is  a  complaint 

Kingdon  in  their  w^b,  and  drew  him  we  hear  every  now  and  then,  as  applied  to 

.   .   ^,                    ..1      X           I    A  1-  wandering  pains. 

into  the  snare,  without  any  but  honour.  Rheumatism    has    been    divided    into 

able  intentions  m  his  own  breast.     Ihe  ^^.^^  ^„j  chronic  ;  and  then  there  is  also 

orators  themselves,  however,  will  long  rheumatism  arising  from  specific  poisons, 

remember  the  miserable  diswlay  which  and  rheumatic  pains  resulting  from  the 

they  made,  and  the  unenviable  position  introduction  of  certain  raeiallic  fumes  into 

in  which  they  now  stand  before  the  eyes  the  body.    These  pains  may  be  produced 

of  their  professional  brethren.  by  the  fumes  of  arsenic;  and  there  is  a 

particular  kind  of  rheumatism — if  so  it 
___ may  be  called — from  the  poison  of  lead. 

Of  the  latter  there  are  two  specimens  in 

CLINICAL  LECTURE  the  house,  and  these,  therefore,  will  give 

ON  nie  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  you  of 

this  disease,  and  of  illustrating  my  remarks 

RHEUMATISM.  by  the  cases. 

ni        J   s  o.  r-        t  TT     •.  J  n  ,  lo  loo^  The  most  severe  form,  however,  of  rhcu- 

Veiivered  at  St.George's  Ho^jntal,  Oct.  13, 1836,  ^^^^j^^  j^  ^^c  acute  species,  rheumatic  fever, 

Bt  Dr.  Seymour.  **  **  is  generally  termed  j  and  of  this  wc 

have  two  very  excellent  specimens  at  prc- 

—  sent — the  cases  of  Eliza  Yoing,  in  C'ralc 

Various  forwsofty  Disease :  Diffuse  and  Bur-  ^ard.  and  Jane  Vai ghan,  in  Rosebcrry 

sal    nheitmatism ;  Metasiads — Tramference  ,?£;'    ,.                           i  .  .     -^  •       /. 

^  the  Jorwer  to  the  Heart,  of  the  tatter  to  This  disease  is  one  which  it  is  of  very 

the  Brain,    liemedies :  Bleeding,  Guaiacum,  great    importance    m    practice   that   you 

Ophim,    Calomel,   Colchcum.tuheumatim  should  understand.     There  are  two  kinds 

connected  wth  the  Poson  of  Lead. -^ Case  of  ^^  »«»*«  rheumatism  :  sometimes  they  oc- 

Vomica  bursting  into  the  Pleura^r^  large  £?/  together,  and  m  other  cases  sepamtely. 

lAver^Gall  Stones,  The  cases  before  us  are  of  the  latter  de- 

scription.      In  one  of  these  patients  the 

1  HAVE  been  in  the  habit  for  many  years  muscles,  the  aponeuroses,  and   the   liga- 

pmst  of  giving  clinical  lectures  at  this  sea-  ments  of  tlic  joints,  at   the  extremities 

son  of  the  year.    These  lectures  are  simply  principally,  are  inflamed.    The  other  is  a 

and  solely  intended  for  the  use  of  those  case  in  which  there  is  effusion  into  the 

students  who  are  beginning  for  the  first  cavities  of  the  joints,  more  especially  the 

time,  or  nearly  so,  to  attend  hospital  prae-  wrist,  hip,  and  knee. 

tice.     In  order  to  enable  them  to  under-  It  will  be  of  great  importance  to  bear 

stand  the  views  I  entertain  in  treating  any  in  mind,  that  the  two  kinds  of  acute  rheu- 

disease,  I  shall  describe  the  disease,  ana  matism  may  occur  together  or  separately, 

then  explain  the  reasons  why  particular  because  the  treatment  and  phenomena  arc 

remedies  have  been  prescribed.      I  shall  of  an  entirely  different  character.     The 

place  myself  as  much  as  possible  in  the  acute  disease  which   affects  the  muscles, 

sitaation  I  myself  was,  when  a  student —  aponeuroses,  and  ligaments,  with  redness 

desiroos  of  knowing  why  such  and  such  a  and  swelling,  is  very  apt  to  shift  from  one 

remedy  was  ordered.    This  is  the  intention  limb  into  another.     We  have  a  striking 

which  I  wish  to  fulfil;  and  I  address  you,  instance  of  it  in  the  ca-e  of  Ann  Young  : 

not  with  the  view  of  making  a  great  dis-  when  she  was  taken  into  the  hospital  the 

phiy,  but  of  making  you  comprehend,  as  pain  was  in  the  right  hand;  hut  when  1 

nearly  and  as  dearly  as  possible,  the  dc-  saw  her  the  next  day  it  had  left  the  right 
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hand,  and  was  seated  in  the  left ;  and  to-  stitntional  it  sometimes  appears  to  be— 

day  there  Is  no  pain  at  all;  it  has  disap-  and  lymph  is  again  thrown  out;  so  that, 

E eared.      Sometimes  it  shifts  from   one  after  death,  we  may  sometimes  count  the 

and  to  the  other  in  a  ?ery  short  space  of  older  and  later  lamina  of  lymph  which 

time,  almost  in   a  moment;  certainly  in  ha?e    been   deposited    during    successire 

the  course  of  half  an  hour.    I  have  seen  it  attacks. 

suddenly  leave  one  hand  entirely,  and  af-        This  is  the  most  important  view  which 

feet  the  foot.    This  form  of  rheumatism,  you  can  take  of  rheumatism.    You  are  not, 

for    distinction    sake,    is    termed    diffuse  however,  to  suppose  that  this  often  hap- 

rheumatism,  in  contradistinction  to  that  pens;  on  the  contrary,  it  only  occurs  in 

which  is  generally  attended  with  the  effu-  certain  cases,  generally  whei%  the  disease 

siun  of  fluid.  has  been  neglected  in  the  first  instance. 

DitTuse  rheumatism  is  apt  to  leave  an  When  the  disease  has  once  taken  place, 

external,  and  affect  an  internal,  part ;  or  though  the  patient  may  experience  palpi- 

the  latter  becomes  affected  without  any  tation,  distress,  and  all  the  inconveniences 

apparent  diminution  of  the  symptoms  in  arising  from  it,  yet  he  may  live  for  many 

the  former;  or  the  disease  commences  in  years,  and  be  liable  to  successive  attacks, 

the  two  parts  simultaneously.    The  affec-  until  they  are  so  severe  as  to  cause  the 

tion  may  occur  in  these  three  forms,  but  it  heart  greatly  to  enlarge,  and   sooner  or 

most  frequently  happens  that  the  pain  in  later  dropsy  ensues.    Here  is  a  drawing 

the  extremities  subsides  when  the  internal  [presenting  it]  taken  from  a  boy  13  years 

Tiscus  is  attacked :  when  these  svmptoms  of  age,  who  died  of  rheumatism  of  the 

take  place  it  is  called  metastam.    \  am  not  heart  after  repeated  attacks.    Between  the 

going  to  enter  into  any  hypothetical  views  layers  of  the  pencardium,  that  portion 

as  to  whether  or  not  there  really  is  such  a  which  is  reflected  orer  the  heart,  and  that 

thing  as  metastasis  from  an  external  to  an  which  is  opposite,  there  is  an  enormous 

internal  part;  I  am  merely  speaking  of  quantity  of  lymph  deposited,  which  has 

the  phenomenon  as  it  exists.  become  organizea  through  the  disease  hav- 

The  internal  viscus,  which  is  almost  ex-  ing  been  of  long  standing, 
clusively  affected,  at  least  so   far  as  my        The  danger,  then,  in  acute  rheumatism 

experience  goes,  in  diffusive  rheumatism,  consists  in  this  affection  of  the  heart;  and 

is  the  heart;  though  the  lungs  are  said  to  when  a  man  dies  under  it,  the  disease  will 

be  sometimes    implicated.      What  takes  generally  be  found  to  have  terminated  in 

place  is  the  pouring  out  of  lymph  upon  this  way.    There  arc,  however,  other  ter- 

the  opposite  surfaces  of  the  pericardium,  minations.    The  disease  may  sometimes 

by  which  they  are  glued  together,  and  the  end  in  suppuration  ;  but  this  is  not  verj 

heart  is  impeded  in  its  functions.    In  some  common ;  and  I  have  never  seen  but  one 

cases  the  heart  recovers  its  action,  but  in  case.     It  much  more  freouently  terminates 

others  it   does  not.     The  effusion  occa-  in  a  deposition  of  lympn  in  the  muscles, 

sionally  takes  place  in  great  abundance,  aponeuroses,  and  ligaments  of  the  joints, 

so  that  lymph  is  thrown  out  over  the  sur.  so  as  to  render  these  parts  inflexible, 
face  of  the  heart,  and  is  sometimes  mixed        The  two  cases  under  consideration  are 

with    pus,    and   in  other  cases,    though  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint:  one 

rarely,  with  blood. '  This  is  the  condition  patient  has  been  ill  for  a  fortnight,  and 

which  is  found  when  sudden  death  super-  the  other,  according  to  her  own  account, 

▼enes  on  an  attack   of  rheumatism,  or  has  only  suffered  from  rheumatism  two  or 

rheumatism  of  two  or  three  days*  duration,  three  days. 

This,  however,  is  fortunately  an  uncom  The  great  object  in  the  treatment  of  this 

mon  occurrence ;    I  do  not  Know  that  I  disease    is   to    extinguish  the  complaint 

ever  saw  a  case,  though  I  have  read  of  without  the  changes  taking  place  to  which 

such,  ard   no  doubt  they  are  sometimes  I  have  referred— the  attack  of  an  internal 

met  with.     Most  frequently  rheumatism  viscus.    The  treatment  divides  itself  ac- 

attacks  the  heart  in  the  course  of  the  dis-  cording  to  the  form  which  the  disease  has 

ease,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  ef-  assumed,  and  the  part  which  has  become 

feet  takes  place  which  I  have  just  men-  attacked.    Sometimes  where  the  heart  is 

tioned — the  glueing  together  of  the  peri-  not  affected,  as  in  the  cases  up  stairs,  there 

cardium  and  the  heart,  and  the  patient  is  great  pain,    which   is  sometimes   in- 

recovers,  as  it  were,  with  a  crippled  heart  creased  and  sometimes  diminished  by  beat, 

— a  heart  unable  to  execute  its  movements,  affecting  generally  the  hands  and  feet,some. 

By  degrees  the  cavities  enlarge,  the  circu-  times  the  shoulders  and  knees;  a  ver^  quick 

lation  becomes  interrupted,  dropsy  super-  pulse,  a  furred  tongue,  and  considerable 

venes,  and  at  some  distance  of  time  the  heat  'f  skin  are  jiresent — in  fact,  fever, 

patient  dies.     Sometimes,  on  recovering  Blood,  when  drawn  early  in  the  disease,  is 

from  the  rheumatism,  the  patient  is  af-  generally  much  buffed  and  cupped;  as  roach 

fected  with  palpitation;  a  sccmid  attack  so  as  in  any  febrile  disease  with  which  I  am 

takes  place — for  it  is  remarkable  how  con-  acquaintcil.    Fur  instance,  Vauobak,  wlw 


ON  RHEUMATISM.  110 

bts  only  been  laboariog  under  the  attack  the  aniiuoniacal  tincture  (a  medicine  much 
a  few  <Uv8,  wax  bled  as  soon  as  she  came  in  use  iu  chronic  cases);  but  this  tincture 
ID,  and  Ibe  blood  was  buffed  and  cupped,  is  of  a  stimulatinp;  nature.  The  mixture 
The  disease  still  being  severe,  I  bad  the  wliich  I  have  jnentioned  has  a  powerful 
fcnesectton  repeated,  and  the  blood  was  effect  in  rcliering  the  rheumatic  f^ymp- 
again  as  moch  capped  as  in  inflammation  toms;  at  least,  in  my  exi>ericnce  it  has 
of  any  serous  membrane.  I  munt,  how.  been  very  great.  I  must  have  seen  fifty 
erer,  warn  you,  that  experience  has  shewn  cases  cured  by  this  mcthud,  and  cured  as 
tbat  it  is  not  good  practice  to  continue  quickly  as  by  any  nthcr  means  which  I 
bleeding  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  in-  have  either  used  or  witncssicd.  An  ounce 
flammation.  Yon  may  go  on  bleeding  a  and  a  half  of  the  misL  guiaci  of  the 
rhenmatic  patient,  where  the  blood  is  Pharmacopoeia  miiy  be  given  every  ftmr 
baflfed  and  cupped,  with  the  hope  of  di-  hours,  together  with  barley  water.  The 
minisbing  it,  and  yet  yon  will  find  it  pre-  medicine  determines  to  the  skin,  produe- 
sent  till  death  ensues.  Bat,  on  the  other  ing  a  sudorific  efTect  on  that  organ,  and 
band,  I  should  warn  you  a^inst  with-  likewise  acts  on  the  bowels.  Sometimes 
holding  the  use  of  the  lancet  in  the  early  it  acts  too  powerfully  on  the  latter,  and 
stages  of  the  disease.  There  was  no  ques-  then  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  grain  of  opium 
lion  in  the  profession  discussed  so  much  at  bed-time.  Under  this  treatment,  com- 
as the  propriety  of  bleeding  in  rheuma-  bincd  with  the  use  of  the  lancet,  and 
tism,  especially  after  Dr.  Haygarth's  pa-  keeping  the  patient  on  low  diet,  1  have,  in 
per.  It  was  looked  upon  by  some  physi-  a  great  number  of  instances,  seen  the  se- 
cians  that  bleeding,  notwithstanding 'the  ?ere  form  of  acute  rheumatism  give  wuy. 
state  of  the  blood,  was  the  cause  of  the  I  have  never,  in  a  single  instance,  to  the 
transference  of  the  disease  to  the  heart  best  of  my  recollection,  seen  metastasis 
I  can  only  state,  from  my  own  experience,  occur  in  the  progress  of  the  cure.  I  am 
after  many  years  spent  in  this  hospital,  not  telling  you  of  a  new  or  recent  prac- 
mnd  the  practice  which  I  hare  seen  in  tice,  for  these  are  the  remedial  means 
other  places,  that  if  in  cases  of  acute  rheu-  which  I  have  pursued  for  eight  or  nine 
matism,  with  symptoms  such  as  I  have  years.  I  first  learned  this  method  in 
described,  where  tbere  is  much  iAflamma-  Edinburgh,  where  I  found  it  more  resorted 
tion,  with  a  quick  pulse,  and  great  heat  of  to  than  any  other  mode  of  treatment  in 
skin,  yoD  do  not  use  the  lancet  early,  you  the  clinical  wards  of  the  hospital.  1  do 
will  have  cause  to  repent  it :  though  the  not  know  that  it  will  cure  a  patient  more 
time  will  come  when  it  would  be  highly  quickly  than  calomel  and  opium,  but  calo. 
iaproper  to  resort  to  it.  It  is  a  severe  mel  and  opiom  make  the  mouth  sore  and 
form  of  the  disease  where  wc  are  obliged  affect  the  bowels,  whereas  this  is  attended 
to  have  reeoum  to  it;  and  in  Vauohan's  by  no  such  conseqncnccs.  When  the  wo- 
case  I  have  been  compelled  to  bleed  twice,  man  was  admitted,  who  had  been  ill  a 
She  is  a  vonng  woman,  very  robust ;  and  -fortnight,  I  had  some  fear  of  an  affection 
the  relief  has  been  commensurate  to  the  of  the  heart,  and  I  administered  calomel 
loss  of  Uood.  Young  bad  been  bled  be-  and  opium;  but  finding  tbat  that  was  not 
fore  she  came  in,  and  it  was  not  a  case  for  the  case,  I  changed  the  medicine,  and  to- 
me to  resort  to  it.  The  pulse  was  100;  day  the  report  is  as  satisfactory  as  it  can 
the  patient  was  not  strong,  indeed  she  was  be.  Tbere  is  no  swelling  oi'^the  hands, 
pale  from  the  loss  of  blood ;  and  there  was  the  tongue  is  moist,  there  is  much  pcrspi- 
no  heat  of  skin.  At  first  one  hand  was  ration  from  the  medicine,  the  bowels  are 
swollen :  sobsequentiv  the  other  became  open,  and  the  pulse  106.  The  other  case 
aflfected;  and  to  day  I  find,  after  the  treat-  is  more  severe  ;  but  as  it  is  only  of  two 
ment  adopted,  that  neither  hands  are  days'  standing,  I  have  not  yet  ascertained 
swollen,  and  the  rheumatism  is  subsiding  the  effect  of  the  medicine.  She  still  con- 
with  great  rapidity.  tinucs  under  treatment,  and  you  will  have 
There  are  various  modes  of  treatment  an  opportunity  of  observing  its  influence 
on  which  phvsicians  have  determined,  for  upon  the  disease. 

the  cure  of  diffusive  rheumatism  in  which  This  is  a  form   of  the  complaint  in 

tbe  heart  has  not  become  diseased,  and  which  the  heart  has  not  become  affected — 

the  affection  is  in  its  early  stage.    The  iu  which  we  have  the  patient  in  the  acute 

treatment  I  have  been  in  tbe  habit  of  pur.  stage  ;  and  I  can  recommend  this  practice 

suing,  is  to  exhibit  (after  bleeding,  where  as  being  as  certain  of  curing  the  disease  as 

that  is  requisite)  the  guaiacum  mixture,  any  particular  mode  of  treatment  is  in  any 

This  is  propared  bv  rubbing  down  guaia-  other  affection.      But  suppose  the  case 

cum  with  gnm  arabic,  and  then  adding  to  comes  in  with  the  heart  already  attacked— 

it  cinnamon  water,   and  sugar.    If  you  then  this  treatment  is  not  sufficient    The 

mention  this  to  persons  who  have  not  tried  patient,  in  this  ease,  should  be  hied  ;  but 

it,  they  will  tell  yon  that  rheumatism  is  m  a  small  quantity,  and  in  the  recumbent 

an   acate  diaeaae;    thinking  you  mean  posture,  because  syncope  is  apt  to  take 
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hand,  and  was  seated  in  the  left ;  and  to-  stitntional  it  sometimes  appears  to 

day  there  is  no  pain  at  all;  it  has  disap-  and  lymph  is  again  thrown  out;  so  that, 

Scared.      Sometimes  it  shifts  from   one  after  death,  we  may  sometimes  count  the 

and  to  the  other  in  a  very  short  space  of  older  and  later  lamina  of  lymph  which 

time,  almost  in   a  moment;  certainly  in  hare    been   deposited    during    successive 

the  course  of  half  an  hour.    I  have  seen  it  attacks. 

suddenly  leave  one  hand  entirely,  and  af-        This  is  the  most  important  view  which 

feet  the  foot.    This  form  of  rheumatism,  you  can  take  of  rheumatism.    You  are  not, 

for    distinction    sake,    is    termed    diffuse  however,  to  suppose  that  this  often  hap- 

rheumatism,  in  contradistinction  to  that  pens ;  on  the  contrary,  it  only  occurs  in 

which  is  generally  attended  with  the  effu-  certain  cases,  generally  whei%  the  disease 

sion  of  fluid.  has  been  neglected  in  the  first  instance. 

Diffuse  rheumatism  is  apt  to  leave  an  When  the  disease  has  once  taken  place, 

external,  and  affect  an  internal,  part ;  or  though  the  patient  may  experience  palpi- 

the  latter  becomes  affected  without  any  tation,  distress,  and  all  the  inconvenienees 

apparent  diminution  of  the  symptoms  in  arising  from  it,  yet  he  may  live  for  many 

the  former;  or  the  disease  commences  in  years,  and  be  liable  to  successive  attacks, 

the  two  parts  simultaneously.    The  affec-  until  they  are  so  severe  as  to  cause  the 

tion  may  occur  in  these  three  forms,  but  it  heart  greatly  to  enlarge,  and   sooner  or 

most  frequently  happens  that  the  pain  in  later  dropsy  ensues.    Here  is  a  drawing 

the  extremities  subsides  when  the  internal  [presenting  it]  taken  from  a  boy  13  years 

Tiscus  is  attacked :  when  these  svmptoms  of  age,  who  died  of  rheumatism  of  the 

take  place  it  is  called  metastasis.    \  am  not  heart  after  repeated  attacks.    Between  the 

going  to  enter  into  any  hypothetical  views  layers  of  the  pericardium,  that  portion 

as  to  whether  or  not  there  really  is  such  a  which  is  reflected  over  the  heart,  and  that 

thing  as  metastasis  from  an  external  to  an  which  is  opposite,  there  is  an  enormous 

internal  part;  I   am  merely  speaking  of  quantity  of  lymph  deposited,  which  has 

the  phenomenon  as  it  exists.  become  organized  through  the  disease  hav- 

The  internal  viscus,  which  is  almost  ex-  ing  been  of  long  standing, 
clusively  affected,  at  least  so  far  as  my        The  danger,  then,  in  acute  rheumatism 

experience  goes,  in  diffusive  rheumatism,  consists  in  this  affection  of  the  heart;  and 

is  the  heart;  though  the  lungs  are  said  to  when  a  man  dies  under  it,  the  disease  will 

be  sometimes    implicated.      What  takes  generally  be  found  to  have  terminated  in 

place  is  the  pouring  out  of  lymph  upon  this  way.    There  are,  however,  other  ter- 

the  opposite  surfaces  of  the  pericardium,  minations.    The  disease  may  sometimes 

by  which  they  are  glued  together,  and  the  end  in  suppuration  ;  but  this  is  not  very 

heart  is  impeded  in  its  functions.    In  some  common ;  and  I  have  never  seen  but  one 

cases  the  heart  recovers  its  action,  but  in  case.     It  much  more  freouently  terminates 

others  it   does  not.     The  effusion  occa-  in  a  deposition  of  lympn  in  the  muscles, 

sionally  takes  place  in  great  abundance,  aponeuroses,  and  ligaments  of  the  joints, 

so  that  lymph  is  thrown  out  over  the  sur-  so  as  to  render  these  parts  inflexible, 
face  of  the  heart,  and  is  sometimes  mixed        The  two  cases  unoer  consideration  are 

with    pus,    and   in  other  cases,    though  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint:  one 

rarely,  with  blood. '  This  is  the  condition  patient  has  been  ill  for  a  fortnight,  and 

which  is  found  when  sudden  death  super,  the  other,  according  to  her  own  account, 

▼enes  on  an  attack   of  rheumatism,  or  has  only  suffered  from  rheumatism  two  or 

rheumatism  of  two  or  three  days*  duration,  three  days. 

This,  however,  is  fortunately  an  uncom  The  great  object  in  the  treatment  of  this 

mon  occurrence ;    I  do  not  know  that  I  disease    is  to    extinguish  the  complaint 

ever  saw  a  case,  though  I  have  read  of  without  the  changes  taking  place  to  which 

such,  and  no  doubt  they  are  sometimes  I  have  referred— the  attack  of  an  internal 

met  with.     Most  frequently  rheumatism  viscus.    The  treatment  divides  itself  ac- 

attacks  the  heart  in  the  course  of  the  dis-  cording  to  the  form  which  the  disease  has 

ease,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  ef-  assumed,  and  the  part  which  has  become 

feet  takes  place  which  I  have  just  men-  attacked.     Sometimes  where  the  heart  is 

tioned — the  glueing  together  of  the  peri-  not  affected,  as  in  the  cases  up  stairs,  there 

cardium  and  the  heart,  and  the  patient  is   great  pain,    which   is  sometimes   in- 

recovers,  as  it  were,  with  a  crippled  heart  creased  and  sometimes  diminished  by  beat, 

— a  heart  unable  to  execute  its  movements,  affecting  generally  the  hands  and  feet,some. 

By  degrees  the  cavities  enlarge,  the  circu-  times  the  shoulders  and  knees;  a  very  quick 

lation  becomes  interrupted,  tlropsy  super-  pulse,  a  furred  tongue,  and  consiaerable 

venes,  and  at  some  distance  of  time  the  heat  «^f  skin  are  jiresent — in  fact,  fever, 

patient  dies.      Sometimes,  on  recovering  Blood,  when  drawn  early  in  the  disease,  is 

from  the  rheumatism,  the  patient  is  af-  generally  much  huffed  and  cupped;  as  roach 

fected  with  palpitation;  a  second  attack  so  as  in  any  febrile  disease  with  which  lam 

takes  place — for  it  is  remarkable  how  con-  acquainted.    For  instance,  Yavquak,  who 
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hms  only  been  laboariog  under  the  attack  the  animoniacal  tinctore  (a  me<licine  much 
a  few  dav8,  wnn  bled  as  soon  as  she  came  in  use  in  chronic  cases);  but  this  tincture 
in,  and  the  blood  was  bnfled  and  cupped,  is  of  a  stimulutinfi^  nature.  The  mixture 
The  disease  still  being  sefero,  I  had  the  which  I  have  jiicntioned  has  a  powerful 
renesedion  repeated,  and  the  blood  was  effect  in  relieving  tlie  rheumatic  i^ymp. 
again  as  much  cupped  as  in  inflammation  toms;  at  least,  in  my  exi)ericnce  it  has 
of  any  seiuus  membrane.  I  mu^t,  how.  been  ver>'  great.  I  must  have  seen  fifty 
erer,  warn  joa,  that  experience  has  shewn  cases  cured  by  this  method,  and  cured  as 
tbat  it  is  not  good  practice  to  continue  quickly  as  by  any  other  means  which  I 
bleeding  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  in-  have  e'iiher  used  or  witnessed.  An  ounce 
flammation.  You  may  go  on  bleeding  a  and  a  half  of  the  mist,  guiaci  of  the 
rheumatic  patient,  where  the  blood  is  Pharmacopneia  may  be  given  every  four 
boflfed  and  cupped,  with  the  hope  of  di-  hours,  together  with  barley  water.  The 
minisbing  it,  and  yet  you  will  find  it  pre.  medicine  determines  to  the  skin,  produc- 
sent  till  death  ensues.  But,  on  the  other  ing  a  sudorific  eflfect  on  that  organ,  and 
hand,  I  shoald  warn  you  against  with-  likewise  acts  on  the  bowels.  Sometimes 
holding  the  use  of  the  lancet  in  the  early  it  acts  too  powerfully  on  the  latter,  and 
stages  of  the  disease.  There  was  no  ques*  then  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  grain  of  opium 
lion  in  the  profession  discussed  so  much  at  bed-time.  Under  this  treatment,  com- 
as the  propriety  of  bleeding  in  rheuma.  bincd  with  the  use  of  the  lancet,  and 
tism,  especially  after  Dr,  Haygarth's  pa-  keeping  the  patient  on  low  diet,  I  have,  in 
per.  It  was  looked  upon  by  some  physi-  a  great  number  of  instances,  seen  the  se- 
cians  tbat  bleeding,  notwithstanding  the  vere  form  of  acute  rheumatism  give  way. 
state  of  the  blood,  was  the  cause  of  the  I  have  never,  in  a  single  instance,  to  the 
transference  of  the  disease  to  the  heart  best  of  my  recollection,  seen  metastasis 
I  can  only  state,  from  my  own  experience,  occur  in  the  progress  of  the  cure.  I  am 
after  many  years  spent  in  this  hospital,  not  telling  you  of  a  new  or  recent  prac- 
and  the  practice  which  I  have  seen  in  ticc,  for  these  are  the  remedial  means 
other  places,  that  if  in  cases  of  acute  rheu-  which  I  have  pursued  for  eight  or  nine 
matisro,  with  symptoms  such  as  I  have  years.  I  first  learned  this  method  in 
described,  where  there  is  much  iAflamma-  Edinburgh,  where  I  found  it  more  resorted 
tion,  with  a  quick  poise,  and  great  heat  of  to  than  any  other  mode  of  treatment  in 
skin,  you  do  not  use  the  lancet  early,  you  the  clinical  wards  of  the  hospital.  1  do 
will  have  cause  to  repent  it:  though  the  not  know  that  it  will  cure  a  patient  more 
time  will  come  when  it  would  be  nighly  quickly  than  calomel  and  opium,  but  calo. 
iiaproper  to  resort  to  it  It  is  a  severe  mel  and  opiam  make  the  mouth  sore  and 
form  of  the  disease  where  we  are  obliged  aflfect  the  bowels,  whereas  this  is  attended 
to  have  recourse  to  it;  and  in  Vauohan's  by  no  such  conseqnenccs.  When  the  wo- 
case  I  have  been  compelled  to  bleed  twice,  man  was  admitted,  who  had  been  ill  a 
She  is  a  voong  woman,  very  robust;  and  -fortnight,  I  had  some  fear  of  an  aflfection 
the  relief  has  been  commensurate  to  the  of  the  heart,  and  I  administered  calomel 
loss  of  Uood.  YocNG  had  been  bled  be-  and  opium;  but  finding  that  that  was  not 
fore  she  came  in,  and  it  was  not  a  case  for  the  case,  I  changed  the  medicine,  and  to- 
me to  resort  to  it.  The  pulse  was  100;  day  the  report  is  as  satisfactory  as  it  can 
the  patient  was  not  strong,  indeed  she  was  be.  There  is  no  swelling  of  the  hands, 
pale  from  the  loss  of  blood ;  and  there  was  the  tongue  is  moist,  there  is  much  perspi- 
no  beat  of  skin.  At  first  one  hand  was  ration  from  the  medicine,  the  bowels  are 
swollen :  sobscquentiv  the  other  became  open,  and  the  pulse  106.  The  other  case 
aflfected;  and  to  day  I  find,  after  the  treat-  is  more  severe;  but  as  it  is  only  of  two 
ment  adopted,  that  neither  hands  are  days'  standing,  I  have  not  yet  ascertained 
swollen,  and  the  rheumatism  is  subsiding  the  effect  of  tne  medicine.  She  still  con- 
with  great  npidity.  tinues  under  treatment,  and  you  will  have 
There  are  various  modes  of  treatment  an  opportunity  of  observing  its  influence 
on  which  phvsicians  have  determined,  for  upon  the  disease. 

the  core  of  diffusive  rheumatism  in  which  This  is  a  form   of  the  complaint  in 

the  heart  has  not  become  diseased,  and  which  the  heart  has  not  become  aficctcd— 

the  affection  is  in  its  early  stage.    The  in  which  we  have  the  patient  in  the  acute 

treatment  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pur.  stage  ;  and  I  can  recommend  this  practice 

soing,  is  to  exhibit  (after  bleeding,  where  as  being  as  certain  of  curing  the  disease  as 

tbat  is  requisite)  the  guaiacum  mixture,  any  particularmode  of  treatment  is  in  any 

This  is  prepared  by  nibbing  down  guaia-  other  aflection.      But  suppose  the  case 

cam  with  gnm  arabic,  and  then  adding  to  comes  in  with  the  heart  already  attacked— 

it  cinnamon  water,   and  sugar.    If  you  then  this  treatment  is  not  suftieicnt    The 

mention  this  to  persons  who  have  not  tried  patient,  in  this  case,  should  be  hied  ;  but 

it,  tfa^  will  tell  you  that  rheumatism  is  in  a  small  quantity,  and  in  the  recumbent 

an    at'Ote  disease;    thinking  you  mean  posture,  because  syncope  is  apt  to  take 
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place.    Con> idcrablc  doses  of  calomel  and  bv  warmth,  rather  than  relieved  by   it. 

o;>i;:m  sli«>uM  thou  Ik*  given,  the  object  of  When  such  is  the  case,  wc  hare  a  remtMly 

^Iiiih  i^  li»a:-roNt  the  ]ir.»^'ri'S<of  the  depo-  the  effcci  of  which  is  quite  mni^ical  :    a 

5:l:i»ii  of  lymph;   and  if  cxhibiud  in  s-if-  grain  of  opium,  admini«tercd  e?try  f«»'ir 

ficient  tiuanlily.it  frequently  produces  this  hours,  will   8i»metimes  entirely  cure  tbis 

cffrvt.     1  havV  soon  patienN  in  the  most  form  of  the  disease  in  a  way  hardly  ere. 

per:'.,  u?   conditi.-»n.  with  a  disposition  to  dible.     Some   years  ajfo,   I   saw   a  case 

$Aro«'p(\  \vi:h  a  quick  and  irregular  pulse,  which  mii^ht  be  called  one  from  consii- 

aul  sinking  of  the  ctmutennnce,  put  under  tutional  disease:   it  occurred  in   a   lady, 

the   operatiim   of  fire  grains  of  calomel  thirty-five  years    of   age,    who    was    at- 

ar.  \  .»r.o  gra^n  of  i^]iium  three  iime<  aday,  tacked  with  serere  rheumatism  in  the  .sum - 

w::h  the  cffivt.  in  four  or  fire  da vs,  of  di-  mer.    The  case  was  the  more  alarming 

mc-fhin^  all  the  sympti>ms.    These  are  from  the  fact  that  she  was  one  of  a  family 

cnst-*  which   I  hare' wiine<sed  over  and  three  of  whom  died  of  rhenmatic  j»ericar- 

owr  a^ain.      The  quantity    of  mercurj-  ditis  in  early  life ;  but  she  never  had  any 

which   may  l>e  civen  during  the  di5easi»,  symptoms    of    the    disease  till   she   was 

without  do:r^  more   than  arresting  the  thirty  five.     She  was  bled,  and  the  usual 

$y:r.p!v»m<.  is  quite  remarkable.     I  remem-  reme<lie<  were  applied,  with  some  measure 

Kra  oa<«- f*hiib  I  saw.  urd;T  the  late  Dr.  of  relief;   but  still  the  disease  went  on, 

Y  r.r.-.   in   which    the  patiea!  ttv^k   ten  and  neither  calomel  and  opium,  nor  guaia- 

cra::!>  V  r  o.*!'r.u!  Jii!\,  in  ae;i!e  rheuma-  cnm   nor    colchieum    (for  the  case   wn^ 

lie  r.'r-i..'.r.l.:"i.  f.^r  fifteen  i^r  sixteen  davs,  treated,  in  the  first  instance,  as  an  inflam- 

a-  i  :'iiir  a!  a"\\  tiire  did  The*  in.  uTh  be-  matory  discasi').  ^a*  *>f  the  smallest  ser- 

CT.:.- *  TV.     This  is  one  of  the  instances  Tice.  '  A  consultation  was  held,  and  I  met 

i=-.»* :  h  1  h,uc  f.'v.;uir.tl\  hasl  tvcr.sion  to  Dr.  Nerinson,  who  ree«»mmende*l,  as  the 

r-  :.-::  .«.::  '.h."  cflfiot  K^f  na.W'.v.v  on  disease,  patient  had  been  ill  a  month  and  the  dis- 

If  :>;^  rji::-:-.:  wen?  in  ht-l'b.  a  fiftieth  ease  had   but  little  abated   in    nolence, 

j-a::    :  ;h-.-  n:«.n.n:r]i  would  pro  lace  consti-  though  it  had  sometimes  left  her  for  a  ffw 

t;:;  -V.  »iTi.-s;  S':t  b«.rv  tVe  p«iwerof  the  hours,  that  a  grain  of  opium   should  he 

"^r.::    is  tx^vr.d.d  on  il.e  di- ease.  This  is  given  several  times  aday,  which  had  the 

Wi*.;  i-:  ••.\n  in  iE.try  ca<e<,  but  it  cannot  d«ired   effect.     Some  of  von  have  seen 

N  S;::fr  :'.!::<: ntcii'tban  in  this  instance.  cases  in  the  hospital  treated  in  the  same 

I  h*'f  *"oVe;i  of  two  forms  of  rhcn ma-  way,  and  with   the  same  success.    The 

t:^r^— niTf  vM*^::<e  rheumatism,  and  dif.  cases  where  you  must  have  recourse  to  it, 

f.-.-   h:.:-:!::*:::  traasferrr,!  to  the  heart,  are  where  the  pain  is  verj-  severe  —  where 

W-rf-v   r.  ^  :.-i".*'Vrvnce  has    oocurrvd  (I  it  has  continued  some  time,  is  not  re- 

c<<  th.Jit  ti-rr.  S\m;iso  it  i<  a  simple  word,  licved  by  warmth,  and  is  accompanied  by 

t>  •  ch  tS-  .*.:*^as<!'  may  oofur  with  mt  any  this  acid  perspiration. 
<».>'.;r..v  .-f  ih,*  :rar.<ferer.ee\  and,  in  the         I  should  say  something  on  the  employ, 

^rvvz.:  :Vrr.  wherx*  i:  has  alnmdy  taken  men t  of  colchieum.    Cotcbicum  has  been 

p'i.Y,  ^»r:  z*  T<rNs*rs  have  differnit  me-  considered  useful   in   rheumatism,  and  I 

iV.  x:<  ,'  :-v±:r*<zt :   s.ime  treat  the  acute  will  describe  the  particular  form  in  which 

r-r*  n  :>.  b«\i  -r  ird  ant:mor.:als,oihen  it  is  beneficial— viz.  synovial  rheumatism. 

w;:h  .'jL*  .-—.*.  ard  ^^j-;-m.  and  :!  is  a  c\*m-  It  mav  sometimes  be  of  service  in  the  dif- 

r:."^  vrt.VxV  w:;\  *.^r:.e  to  exhibit  cv^lehi.  ftise  form,  but  it  as  often  fails;  I  think, 

<-.-:-.  -•-::>  r^A  with  D.-vtr's  p^^wJer.  as  a  oftener     In  cases  where  the  heart  is  at- 

s,:--.  -.:.'  tacked,  t  have,  in  my  experience,  had  to 

!:  <;■:;-;:  ::r«  hirpen*  :>. a:  this  disease  ivponl  its  employment.    It  knocks  down 

U<-s  a  c-^i:  :;-^:>"of  sis:e;  the  heart  is  the  vital  powers  and  the  pulse  becomes 

r-.-;  n-.rx.-Vtxi.  a-d  \ei  the  rdtieni  d^y^s  not  excee^lingly  irregnlar,  so  that  it  is  best  not 

Tv-vvf-      r>.:s  c\^f.s:i:ntr*  what  is  called  to  give  it  in  this  form  of  the  disease;  but 

ar.    iVi  t..  /  iTA-v,  ar.d  presents  itself  once,  in  another  variety  it  is  very  usefuL     In 

Tv-hjrs^  :r.  :wer."T  <»r  thirti  instances  of  the  diffuse  form  I'faave  seldom  seen   the 


jLr.:   :r.  other   insMnors  he  has  not  was  of  great  benefit:    bnt   in  no  other 

?a  v»  -    «v.\    of  tSr^p  thine*— he  has  not  form  is  it  so  usefol  and  decidedly  benefi- 

:.'.<.-.  r:::;Lvl .  w  a:  a'.!,  in  any  cv^n«idenble  rial,  as  in  synovial  rbenmatism. 
c  ■•-:-»  -*r.i   ;he  d:»nas^  is  still  severe.         I  stated  that  there  were  Iwo  kinds  of 

T..-  r^tT.-r:.  :r.  s-.;.*h  a  cAse  as  this,  c\im-  rheumatism— that  it  affects  the  muscles 

y^i    X   .'f  ^ :  -'.ert  pa:r.  the  surfaer  is  pale^  and  the  joints ;  and  these  may  occur  toge- 

a: .;.  V  ;:.;  ::o.*.  :o  th^i,  ihervaivci>nstant  ther  or  separately.    In  the  cases  nnder 

>^.>a:s  V->7AV.r.^  out  oier  the  Kidy,  which  consideration  there  is  no  effnsion  into  the 

a  V  .-;  a:%  acH)  «rhartc:er,aRd  act^^mpanicl  joints;  bnt  in  a  case  np  stairs,  fluid  ha« 

w.;:;  4.— :e  pa:n.    The  pain  is  ag«raiated  been  raitidly  effused  into  then,  without 
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affectinff  the  moscles  or  tendons.  When  He  appeared  to  be  somewhat  better.  I 
this  is  me  case,  there  is  a  diflferenco  in  the  one  day  obsen-ed  the  knees  becoming  flac- 
syoiptoms,  which  I  shall  point  out;  a  cid,  and,  in  fact,  they  were  reduced  one- 
difference  in  the  march  of  the  complaint  half  in  size.  He  was  attacked  with  vio- 
and  in  the  method  of  cure.  By  making  lent  pain  in  the  head,  there  was  palsy  on 
this  distinction,  you  simplify  the  practice  one  side,  and  within  the  space  of  thirty-six 
Tery  materially.  hours  he  died. 

In  synovial  rheumatism  the  lancet  is  Upon  opening  the  body,  it  presented  a 
not  so  much  required  as  in  the  diffuse  remarkable  appearance.  Over  the  left 
kind;  and  here  colchicum,  as  I  have  said,  hemisphere  of  the  brain  there  was  de- 
it  exceedingly  beneficial.  I  have  seen  it  posited  a  thin  layer  of  green  purulent 
in  many  cases.  1  had  a  case  last  summer,  matter,  so  as  to  cover  it  over,  and  some 
entirely  cured,  in  a  very  short  space  of  fluid  was  found  in  the  ventricles.  Never 
time,  by  colchicum  alone.  There  are  va>  at  any  period  before  or  during  the  attack 
rioos  forms  in  which  it  may  be  employed,  was  there  any  symptom  of  that  increased 
Half  a  drachm  of  the  vinum  colchici  may  action  which  generally  precedes  a  para- 
be  given  in  camphor  mixture,  and  half  a  lytic  attack.  Here  was  one  form  of  rheu- 
scraple  of  magnesia  is  generally  added,  matism  transferred  to  the  brain.  In  using 
Some  suppose,  from  the  acidity  that  is  the  word  tramference,  let  me  again  men- 
present,  that  there  is  a  separation  of  the  tion  that  I  only  wish  you  to  understand  it 
colchicum  wine  and  a  throwing  down  of  a  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term :  I 
sediment,  on  which  its  benefit  depends ;  am  by  no  means  giving  it  as  my  opinion 
and  this  is  prevented  by  the  magnesia,  that  the  disease  is  transferred  from  one 
This  may  be  given  twice  a  day,  or  three  situation  to  another,  but  that  upon  the 
grains  of  the  acetic  extract  with  five  grains  cessation  of  it  in  the  joints  this  affection 
of  Dover's  powder.  In  the  majority  of  takes  place  in  the  brain.  This  is  as  clear 
instances  you  will  relieve  this  form  of  the  as  I  can  make  the  subject.  The  two  dis. 
complaint.  eases  may  occur  together  or  separately, 

I  toldyou  that  the  march  of  the  disease  and  there  is  a  distinction  in  the  symptoms, 
was  difilerent,  and  I  will  explain  why.  the  treatment,  aud  the  termination.  The 
This  form  is  sometimes  transferred  to  an  remedies  which  are  applicable  to  the  one 
internal  viscus;  but  the  cases  in  which  are  not  so  applicable,  if  applicable  at  all, 
this  takes  place  do  not  bear  the  proportion  to  the  other.  But  you  may  have  compli- 
of  one  to  forty,  compared  with  the  trans-  cated  cases,  in  which  there  is  diffused  in- 
ference of  diffuse  rheumatism  to  the  flammation,  together  with  effusion  into 
heart;  and  when  an  internal  organ  does  the  joints;  and  in  these  cases,  adding  to 
become  affected,  it  is  the  brain,  and  not  the  ordinary  treatment  some  preparation 
the  heart.  This  is  worth  bearing  in  mind,  of  colchicum  is  generally  of  great  service. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  You  will  watch  the  cases  to  which  I 
rheumatic  pericarditis;  but  fortunately  it  have  referred,  and  I  think  you  will  see 
is  very  uncommon  to  see  affection  of  the  that  the  cure  will  be  very  rapid. 
brain  from  the  transference  of  synovial  There  is  a  case  in  Orayle  Ward  of  a 
rfaeamatism.  I  have  only,  in  my  own  woman  who  came  in  with  rheumatism  of 
experience,  seen  five  cases — four  in  private  the  joints,  and  I  point  out  the  case  in 
practice  and  one  in  the  hospital ;  whereas,  order  to  show  you  one  of  the  terminations 
in  the  same  space  of  time,  1  have  seen  fifty  of  this  synovial  rheumatism.  She  en- 
eases  of  the  other  form  of  the  disease,  tirely  recovered  with  the  exception  of  one 
This  shows  you  how  very  important  it  is  knee-joint  You  will  sometimes  have  this 
to  comprehend  it  A  case  of  the  transfer-  occur:  the  patient  will  recover  with  the 
ence  of  synovial  rheumatism  to  the  brain,  exception  of  one  joint,  which  is  more  in- 
took  place  in  the  hospital  last  spring.  A  flamed  than  the  others,  and  some  stiffness 
man  came  into  the  hospital,  in  whom  remains.  The  case  is  now  nearly  cured, 
some  of  the  joints  were  as  large  as  a  child's  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  get  perfectly 
head,  from  effusion,  and  he  was  in  a  per-  well. 

fectly  cachectic  state  of  body :  there  was  a  There  is  also  a  case  in  the  hospital, 

white  tongue,  with  little  appetite,  and  no  under  my  care,  of  chronic  rheumatism. 

fever.    He  had  taken  colchicum  for  some  It  is  one  in  which  a  slight  acute  attack 

time,    without    manifest    advantage.      I  has  passed  over,  but  there  is  still  great 

thought  the  best  plan  appeared  to  be  to  difficulty  in  moving  the  limbs,  from  some 

put  him  on  a  tonic  medicine,  as  he  was  in  remains  of  pain  in  the  joints.    It  is  the 

sncb  a  cachectic  state,  and  to  bring  up  the  case  of  an  old  woman  in  Roseberry  Ward, 

constitution  so  that  he  might  bear  other  She  is  70  years  of  age,  and  laboured  under 

remedies*  For  this  purpose  he  was  ordered  fever  from  cold,  since  which  time  she  has 

bark,  and  I  gave  him  a  little  meat,  but  no  had  diminished  power  of  the  lower  extrc- 

porter — ^nothing  stimulating:  indeed  the  mitics.    This  is  marked  to  show  that  it 

full  diet  of  the  hospital  is  nut  so  much,  as  does  not  depend  on  an  affection  of  the 

penons  cat  in  oroinary  life,  in  health,  brain,    but  on    rheumatism,  which   has 
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ended  by  impairing  the  powers  of  motion,  constipation  under  this  form  of  the  dia- 

It  affected  her  hands  and  knees.    As  the  ease.     This,  as  I  hare  said,  is  termed 

bowels  were  not  opened,  I  ordered  her  to  eolica  pictonum.     The  word  pictimum  has 

be  purged,  and  then  to  be  placed  in  the  been  first  derived  from  the  inhabitants  of 

Tapour  bath.    This  leads  me  to  mention  Poitou,  a  province  of  France,  and  the  dis- 

the  great  utility,  in  some  cases,  of  this  ease  was  first  described  by  the  physician 

practice.     The  being  able  to  administer  to  Cardinal  Richelieu,  in  the  time  of  Lonis 

these  baths  readily,  is  one  of  the  greatest  the  Thirteenth.     It  was  proved  to  depend 

modern  improvements.    There  is  one  up-  upon    acid   wine  being  made  in   leaden 

stairs,  in  addition  to  which  they  may  be  vessels.    The  wine  dissolved  a  small  part 

brought   to   the  bed  of  the  patient,  and  of  the  oxydized  lead,  and  the  persons  who 

copious     perspiration    may     be    readily  drank  of  it  were  affected  with  the  disease, 

excited.    They  are  an  excellent  substitute  As  it  occurs  in  persons  who  work  in  lead, 

for  the  external  use  of  Bath  water,  which  and  very  frequently  in  painters,  it  is  some- 

is  so  effectual  in  most  cases.  times  supposed  that  pictonum  is  the  Latin 

In  the  chronic  form  of  the  complaint,  for  painters.  This  is  the  most  general 
the  fever  having  disappeared,  the  warm  form  of  the  disease,  and  then  it  is  termed 
and  the  vapour  baths  are  useful ;  but  be-  painter^s  colic.  If  the  patient  has  suffered 
cause  they  are  serviceable  in  rheumatism,  one  or  two  attacks,  and  still  continues  to 
have  a  care  not  to  recommend  them  in  the  work  in  lead,  after  a  time  palsy  of  the  ex- 
acute  form,  for,  so  far  from  being  appli-  tensor  muscles  of  the  forearm  takes-place, 
cable  to  it,  on  the  contrary  fatal  results  and  the  hands  drop.  If  even  after  the 
may  take  place.  I  have  known  disease  of  restoration  of  these  the  man  still  remains 
the  heart  ensue  after  a  blunder  of  this  in  the  same  employment  (and  what  this 
kind ;  and  I  have  known  them  bring  on  a  poor  man  told  us  is  often  the  case — that  if 
state  of  great  excitement  and  fever,  instead  he  did  not  work  in  lead  be  had  no  other 
of  the  febrile  action  being  diminished,  means  of  obtaining  subsistence)  various 
The  bath  acts  as  a  stimulus  in  the  acute  symptoms  take  place — epileptic  fits,  and 
formof  the  disease,  and  is  therefore  contra-  an  affection  of  the  bronchi,  with  expec- 
indicated.  In  the  chronic  form,  where  the  toration,  very  similar  to  phthisis.  Some- 
parts  have  lost  their  elasticity,  and  where  times,  likewise,  there  is  effusion  into  the 
fever  no  longer  remains,  to  such  a  condi-  joints,  which  is  called  rheumatism  from 
tion  are  they  applicable.  the  poison  of  lead.    I  remember  having  in 

There  were  also  two  other  cases  ad-  the  old  hospital  three  cases  at  one  time  in 
mittcd,  to  which,  being  of  a  different  one  ward,  in  which  there  was  synovial 
kind,  I  shall  call  your  attention.  They  rheumatism  arising  from  the  poison  of 
are  cases  arising  from  the  introduction  of  lead.  In  a  very  old  work,  called  Mus- 
a  morbid  poison  into  the  system — the  poi-  g^vc  on  Rheumatism,  you  will  see  several 
son  of  lead.  One  ca.«e  is  that  of  a  man  cases  well  described.  At  the  present  time 
Damed  Claney,  a  coach  painter,  who  is  we  have  only  two  cases,  one  labouring 
lying  in  York  Ward.  He  has  been  sub.  under  general  pains  from  the  poison  of 
ject  to  the  complaint  for  six  years.  The  lead,  and  the  other  suffering  under  colic ; 
joints  are  neither  affected  with  redness  nor  and  we  have  the  commencement  of  palsy, 
swelling;  the  bowels  are  constipated,  and  the  bowels  very  costive,  the  extensors  of 
there  is  a  cachectic  state  of  the  counte-  the  fore- arms  paralyzed,  the  abdominal 
nance,  arising  from  his  employment.  He  muscles  drawn  in,  and  of  course  when 
has  been  unoer  medical  treatment,  with-  there  is  an  endeavour  to  make  the  bowels 
out  relief,  for  many  weeks.  The  other  is  operate,  there  is  very  great  pain, 
the  case  of  Redding,  in  Hope  Ward,  who  In  this  instance  the  cure  is  most  gene- 
is  suffering  under  a  more  advanced  form  rally  allotted  to  some  purgative,  combined 
of  cnlica  pictonum,  with  slight  palsy  of  with  opium,  to  relieve  the  spasm,  and  fol. 
the  hands.                                              "  lowed  up  by  castor  oil,  which  is,  of  all 

I  will  explain  what  is  the  effect  of  lead  other  remedies,  the  one  best  adapted  to 

taken  into  the  constitution.    What  is  the  effect  a  passage  in  such  cases  as  the  diy 

£nt  impression,  I  cannot  exactly  say,  but  belly-ache  in  the  West  Indies,  where  the 

the  symptoms  which  follow  are,  pains  of  disease  arises  from  making  rum  in  vessels 

the  limbs,  loss  of  appetite,  great  degenera-  with  leaden  cramps,  and  in  Devonshire, 

tion,  as  it  were,  of  the  general  health,  and  from  making  cyder  in  such  utensils.    After 

the  patient  looks  as  if  there  was  no  red  a  free  passage  has  been  obtained,  the  warm 

blood  in  the  body.    If  he  still  continue  to  bath  should  be  used;   and  when  the  pa- 

.work    at    his   employment,    contraction  tient*s  health  becomes  better,  great  stress 

takes  place  in  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  has  been  laid  on  the  use  of  balsam  of  Peru, 

and  probably  in  the  muscular  coat  of  the  and  consequently  lam  in  the  habit  of  giving 

intestines,  and  the  bowels  are  drawn  back,  it  when  convalescence  is  commencing.     It 

to  that  when  you  place  your  hand  in  that  strengthens    the   muscular    fibres  which 

region,   you   appear   almost   as   if  you  have  been  affected, 

touched  the  spine.     There  is  obstinate  You  will  be  enabled  to  watch  these  two 
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cMes,  and  I  bftTe  no  doubt  that  they  will  .  ances,  though  I  must  refer  vou  to  the  phy. 
both  recover.  In  the  worst  case  the  palsy  sician  under  whose  care  the  patient  was 
has  not  gone  to  a  great  extent.  Some  for  an  account  of  the  symptoms  during 
recommend  placing  the  hands  on  a  splint,     life. 


so  as  to  giTe  support  to  the  extensor  mus 

cle«.     I  have  seen  this  practice  pursued,  ^q,    rrnnrvjQ^  wnQPiTAi 

mod  I  think  with   some  good  effect.    It  ^*-  ^'EORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 

was  recommended  by  the  late  Dr.  Pember.  Ligature  of  the  Eitemal  Iliac  Ai^eri/. 

ton,  of  this  hospital.    You  will  find  in  the  On  Thursday  last  (20th),  the  external  iliac 

Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians  was  tied,  at  St.  Ge<irf<:e's  Hospital,  by  Mr. 

some  interesting  papers  on  the  effect  of  the  Walker,  for  femoral  aneurism.    The  ope- 

poi8«>n  of  lead,  by  the  late  Sir  George  ration  was  very  skilfully  performed,  and 

Baker,  who  took  great  pains  in  invcsti-  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the 

gmting' the  Devonshire  c«>lic,  and  discovered  patient  will  do  well. 

that  it  was  owing  to  this  solution  of  lead,     ! 

:;^he''Cu'ghTi:Vbic'h  r^Slrd  ^N'ON  OF  THE  EASTERN  WITH 

made.  THE  GENERAL  PROVINCIAL 

I  think  that  I  have  laid  beforo  you  a  ASSOCIATION. 

good  number  of  point*  for  your  considera-  

tion  as  you  go  round  the  wards.     I  have  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

explrined  my  reasons  for  the  remedies  o 

which  have  Ween  laid  down,  and  the  gene.  rr..„  «     '      r                     i                    i    « 

ral  circumstances  in  the  ckses  to  which  ^"=  *""?  f  your  remarks  upon  my  last 

your  attention  should  be  directed.  communication   mduces  me  to  give  you 

^  On  Friday  next  I  shall  take  up  some  ^^J^l  '"timf^^on  of  the  fulhlment  of  my 

^*\*mm    .w^Sn/     ^^a*;k:««.      ;«     #kL     a^*  wishes  with  regard  to  the  junction  of  the 

l^i^ceTwL tS''&tbe%  *;J'?„'  Eastern  ProviLal  Med  Jl  and  Surreal 

tbooe  diseases  to  which  yoar  attention  has  Associa  ion  with  the  General  Provincial 

now  been  called  Association. 

'     ___  This,  I  consider,  was  effected  on  Wed- 

Befoi«  yon  leave  me.  I  beg  yonr  atten-  "f" ^"^  '•»'•,"♦  » 'nefting  of  the  Council  of 

tion  to  eo^e  morbid  appear^cc.  brought  »•"='"« ^"'•"P  ^'"^y' '°  ^T]t'.'"»-^ 

#....-.    :_...<..<:»«       Th.    n.f :».«!_  "  "">»  unanimously   resolved,  that  "  its 

S'bortU"i^'tu„d^  wasCdeV  th^  --'-»<'°  immediately  Join 'the  parent 

care  of  my  colleague.  Dr.  Macleod.    Yon  %'^'^^h  °?  »''«  ^T"  .P'^k  n  V' 

wiW  *ee  the  account  of  the  symptoms  dur-  5?"""f,''  »'  ""^^  ^^J'  '"'""'R'*  "■••  H"- 

ine  life  in   his  case-book,  and  he  will      US'  . i,     j    j      j   •  » 

lei^ily  afford  you  any  furthir  information.  ^I'L"  °"'„^i?^'^  '""^  "'1}^  V  '.I       '' 

There  is  a  Tomici  in  the  right  lung,  members  will  be  at  once  added  to  this  ex- 

which  ha.  perforated  through  the  pleuri  «t,"™V  .r*^"''-  '°1  .f "  «  "'!l."'^r  l°*"f '^J 

pouring  ontHluid  into  the  right  cavity  of  "l."^  '  feel  convinced  the  South  of  England 

the  chest,  through  the  aperture,  whict  is  JT'",  ,?P«'=<»'»y '?"'»»«  »"I.  """P'*','"^ 

ntber  uTge'  thin  the  cireumfe^nee  of  a  *"*  the  nractitioners  of  England  will  be 

.plit  pea.    There  were  found  no  less  than  !^"'^*!lf  '",""f  f  f  5",^  W^^nX  body, 

la*  gSTatone.  in  the  gall-bladder,  which  ifl^T^  ^^!!P^i  \  ^"^^^l  *f.  P.^f^- 

TOO  see  here    one  n^rlv  as  larie  as  a  ®***"  "**™  *"  ^°**tt*^cks  which  individuals, 

walnot,  the  others  much  imaller.     When  ^IJL^.^Jm^;*^^^"'^' T'^ '"f^*'  "P^"  \^  ^f ' 

these  little  bodies  are  pressed  forward,  k>  !5!1^^'*"^°'  "^e  T^^^  T"''^*'  '^ 

as  to  obstruct  the  duct,  jaundice  often  «^'entific  and  successful  cultivation. 

Ukes  place,  with  violent  pain  at  the  epi-  "°P1°8^  ^?*^  ^^^^  7"  ^?^^  *°  ^'^^  ^P" 

gastrium  and  in  the  back,  with  frequent  P«r^«">ty  ^^  -"^king  this  junction  known 

Vomiting,  and  a  tlau>  pul,e.    This  cSnsti-  I^  y,*'"'  numerous  readenj,  m  any  way 

tutes  whit  is  termed  bilious  colic.    The  "^^"^  congenial  to  your  feelings, 

liver,  Ton  will  also  observe,  is  double  its  „   *  ''®?*?."'  V^' 

oatnr^  size,  and,  in  fact,  occupied  a  large  ^^°^  obedient  servant, 

portion  of  theabdomen,reachingtothecrest  •'*  Godwin  Johnson. 

of  the  ilium ;  and  yet  there  was  no  dropsy.  ^'  ^^'oci^T'^im'  ^**"'**'**' 

The  worst  cases  of  ascites,  as  I  shall  have      ' 

occasion  to  show  yon,  do  notarise  from  moRv  ptttrattqt  TFrTTTPmc 

enlarged  livers,  but  in  consequence  of  the  MORL  PLURALISl  LECTURERS. 

liver  being    uniformly  contracted,  often  ^    ,,     y, ,.,         -    .    -,   ,.     ,  ,, 

to  half  iU  natural  size,  and  the  peritoneal  ^^  '^*  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

coat  is  nsoally  thickened  in  patches.  Sir, 

I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  give  yon  In  the  last  number  of  his  journal,  that 

•o  opportanitj  of  examining  these  appear*  most  disinterested  and  impartial  person 
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the  honourahU    M,  P.   for  Finsbury,  has  CAMBERWELL  PRACTITIONERS 
attacked    the  Aldersgate   School  on, the  ^j^p  »pjjg  PQOR.LAW  ME- 

plea  of  some  of  the  teachers  lecturing  on  r^i  tth 

more  than  one  branch.    They  do  so;  but  I^ICAL  C1.U«. 

had  not  Mr.  Pereira's  admirable  lectnres  

been  published  in  the  Gazette,  and  had  it -i-     i^ 

not  Dr.  Cummin's,  which  promise  to  be  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
equally  valuable,  been  now  in  progress,  I       ..  ^jj  ^^^^^  infectious  that  the  infected  spy. 
dare  be  sworn  Mr.  Wakley's  virtuous  in-  x«  all  looks  yellow  to  the  Jaundiced  eye." 

dignation  would    have  slumbered.      As, 
however,  he  has  mooted  the  subject,  I  Sir, 

must  reouest  him  to  look  at  home ;  and  he  j^  .^  ^^^        intention  to  follow  a  late  cor- 

will  find  m  his  own  school  in   Gower-  respondent  of  vours  through  the  elegant 

street,     precisely     what     he     condemns  ^^^  ^^  j^j^  vocabulary;  it  is  quite  cvi- 

elsewhere.      With   his    usual  dishonesty  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  i^  ^  ..  ^^j^^ler  against  the 

he   misrepresents    facts,— separating  and  ^lubbists."    I  am  sure  that  you  will  not 

announcing  as  distinct  courses  what  is  ^^j  surprised  that  I  have  no  desire  to  see 

given    in     one    and    the    same    course  my  name  put  for^vard  with,  probably,  the 

in  every  school   in   London.    jMich,  for  tjJie  of /c/mw  or  king  of  clubs  in  your  next 

example,  as  Therapeutics,  which  he  makes  ^^mber.     I  would  willingly  shield  myself 

a  distinct  course  from  Materia  Medica;  ^^^^   ^^^^  honour;  but,   in  deference  to 
Theory  of  Physic  distinct  from  the  Prac  .^.^^  ^  ^j,l  ^j,^^  ^q  ^^^  ^^^^ 

tice,  and  so  on  of  others  ;--the  purpose  J^^^  ^^,j  ^^  unprejudiced  mind  to 

being  to  make  it  appear  that  there  are  ^.^^  ^j^^  situation  of  those  two  practi- 

twice  as  many  courses  as  lecturers  !  ^.^^^^^  (Messrs.  Flower   and   Young,  of 

^ow,  sir,  accordingtoWakley;s  method  Camberwell   Green,  the  latter  a  partner 

of  reckoning,  his  new  profeg^ -his  Magnus  ^^  ^^     Forbes),    each   paying    rates    to 

Apollo  rfor  the  present  season)-Iectures  the  collector  (Mr,  Prebble,  of  Camberwell), 

on  five  difterent  subjects;   and  according  ^.^ether  they  may  not  fairly  be  termed 

to  the  most  favourable  mode  of  reckon-  camberwell  practitioners.     I  think   the 

ing,  does  actually  give  three  totally  dis-  ,^^^^^    j^^    ^j^^  ^^^^  column,   from    Mr. 

tinct  courses ;  thus:—  Bowen,  suflicient  to  set   that  matter  at 

Therapeutics ....  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  !  rft.    And  now  to  the  question-"  Can  he 

Materia  Medica .  .Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  ! !  show  us  how  this  innovation  w  11  benefit 

ifxaiciia  mv  !*.»  ^^^  p^^^  ^^^  p„    I  reply, certainly  not;  as 

McdicalJurispr..  Dr.  A.T.Thomson!!!         there  is  nothing  so  impervious  to  aigu- 
Toxicology Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson !! ! !        ment  as  the  blindness  of  prejudice — 

Clinical  Medicine,Dr.  A.T.  Thomson  ! ! ! !!         "A  man  convinced  against  his  will. 

Is  of  the  same  opinion  still  }** 

"There's  a  display  for  you!"     {Vide  ^^^  j  presume  there  are  many  cool  and 

Lancet.)                ^^    ^       *    •     j          u  reflecting  minds  to  whom  I  may  address 

Again,  his  pet.  Dr.  Grant,  stands  much  ^      j^  ^^^y^  ^^^  prospect  of  success.     Is 

in  the  same  predicament  as  his  colleague,  .  -^j  ^^j^   ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^          „,^„  ^^  have 

Dr.  Thomson,  as  appears  by  the  published  :^  ^.^^.^  j^.,  ^^^^.j,  ^^  ^^p^j^n  of  ^^ 

adverUsemenU— thus :—  lecting,  from  the  general  practitioners  of  a 

Comparative  Anatomy    Dr.  Grant,  neighbourhood,  his  own  medical  attendant. 

Zoology Dr.  Grant.  ^^"^  "*>t  be  compelled,  for  fear  of  mcumng 

Geololy  (a  part  of  the  course).  Dr.  Grant,  to  hm  a  ruinous  bill,  to  have  recourse  td 

FossilZoologyCseparatelyad},.,  p,,„,  the  parish  surgeon  ? 

vertisedV  .  • . .  .-^. ......  •  \      '  "™°t-  Ask  the  man  of  principle,  whom  a  re- 

' *  verse  of  circumstances  has  driven  to  the 

Not  to  mention —  threshold  of  despair,  and  who  is  but  a  few 

Physiology  (at  his  own  house),  Dr.  Grant,  stages  removed  from  the  workhouse,  wi  ih  a 

wife  or  some  of  his  children  lying  on  a  bod 

nor  his  engagements  to  lecture  at  other  of  sickness,  whether  he  feels  it  a  benefit  to 

schools.     So  much  for  Wakle}*s  iinpar-  be  able  to  avoid  this  first  step  to  pauper. 

tiality  !   "  They  who  live  in  glass  houses,"  ism  (viz.  having  recourse  to  the  parish  sur- 

Mr.  Editor; — but  the  proverb  is  rather  geon),  but  to  have  placed  within  his  reach 

musty.      -  a  number  of  practitioners,  upon  whose 

Your  obedient  servant,  kindness  and  attention  he  has  a  positive 

An  Aldersqate  Pipil.  claim  ?  and  I  fear  not  to  hear  his  reply. 

October  17  18W.1  ^  venture  to  say  there  arc  but  few  medical 

'        *  men   so  ••  fallen,"  as  to  consider  them- 

•~"~  selves  degraded  by  attending  this  man's 

family,  or  to  be  srarcrf  from  their  tluty  by 
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having  applied  to  their  name  the  paltry  geon  is  entitled  for  his  attendance— to 
term  duhbist,  I  envy  not  the  feelings  of  say  nothing  of  the  answers  she  some- 
such  men.  Yes ;  there  are  those,  consti-  times  receives  to  her  application  dar- 
tuting,  too,  a  numerous  class  of  pro-  ing  her  honr  of  trial;  one  desiring 
fessional  men,  who  consider  it  no  degnu  her  to  apply  to  the  parish  surgeon,  another 
dation,  no  dishonour  to  the  professional  asking  who  is  to  pay  m«  if  I  come.  In  the 
character,  to  lend  their  assistance  in  en-  meantime  she  is  perhaps  confihed,  and  the 
deavouring  to  raise  the  tnoral  towiition  of  child  or  children,  as  it  may  be,  for  want 
the  poor,  by  cherishing  that  feeling  of  in-  of  timely  assistance,  are  dead,  and  the  life 
dependence  which  has  been  too  much  of  the  woman  endangered.  To  remedy 
neglected,  and  which,  I  had  almost  said,  these  evils,  "  let  the  man  who  does  the 
was  a  national  blessing ;  and  they  are  not  work  have  the  pay."  I  shall  not  stay  to 
to  be  deterred  in  contributing  their  miU  inquire  whether  to  such  poor  it  will  be  a 
to  this  object,  from  a  feeling  that  had  tbej^  "  ben^t,"  or  to  ask  the  medical  man 
acted  differently,  they  might  perhaps liave  whether,  by  being  paid,  he  feels  degraded. 
screwed  out  the  last  shilling  from  the  For  myself,  I  have  given  to  the  plan  much 
wretched  sufferer.  True  it  is,  that  we  of  calm  and  quiet  deliberation,  and  per- 
may  ixscasionally  get  a  bill  of  two  or  three  ceiye  it  in  active,  useful,  and  unoppoted 
pounds  from  the  honest  and  industrious  operation  in  many  of  the  provincial  dis- 
poor ;  who,  if  we  could  witness  the  de-  tricts ;  and  however  strongly  this  measure 
privation  both  themselres  and  families  may  be  opposed  by  some,  there  are  not 
endure  rather  than  apply  to  the  parish  anr-  wanting  from  among  the  ranks  of  the  pro- 
geou,  it  would  add  but  a  fresh  proof,  if  any  fession  many  who  think,  under  judicious 
were  wanting,  that  it  needs  no  argument  limitations,  the  proposed  measure  may  bio 
from  my  pen  to  convince  the  spectator  of  usefully,  nay,  profitably,  adopted ;  by  the 
this  scene  I  that  it  u  indeed  a  benefit^  and  poor  man,  as  a  means  to  obtain  assistance 
^xWhtfdtatid  estimated  at  tuck  by  iSie  poor;  guitid  to  hit  cireumstancee — by  the  practi- 
mod  that  it  w'-li  rtct,  eannoi,  tend  to  tioner,  as  obtaining  small  but  certain  remu- 
ii^nre  and  dep;rade  the  profession.    With  neration. 

nich    an   object    in    riew,  let    ns    lay  And  now  a  few  words  as  to  the  in- 

aside  ail  party  feelings;  and  if  we  are  terest  of  the  medical  man;  and  on  this 

not  able  to  appreciate  or  feel  that  it  is  head  I  need  only  ask  the  practitioners 

a  benefit  to  the  poor,  we  are  at  full  liberty  living  in  ^e  immediate  neighbourhood  of 

to  decline  giring  it  our  support ;  but  let  a  dispensary,  with  the  abuses  to  which  it 

OS  have  the  modeity  not  to  apply  to  those  is  subject,  whether  it  is  not  a  far  more 

who  differ  from  us  in  opinion  terms  of  objectionable  measure,  and  fraught  with 

the  grossest  ahuse ;  and  pray  let  us  hear  much  greater  dan^r  to  the  interests  of 

no  more  about  "  shedding  the  last  drop  of  the  private  practitioners,  and  much  more 

blood  in  the  cause."  likely  to  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths 

The  plan  has  also  the  further  recommen-  of  the  poorer  i:lass  of  surgeons,  than  the 

dation  of  acting  on  the  principle  that  the  formation  of  a  Medical  Club,  with  the 

man  who  does  the  work  shall  have  the  pay,  **  concerted  measures  of  the  Forbes's,  the 

Now  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  hitherto  Beans,  the  Brownes,  and  the  Flowers'* 

the  profession  generally  have  been  in  the  of  any  district }     I  feel  satisfied  that  had 

habit  of  giving  their  advice  and  medicine  Mr.  Bowen  been  acquainted  with  more 

to  many  of  the  poorer  classes  in  their  re-  than  the  mere  names  of  those  persons  he 

spective  neighbourhoods ;   considering  the  has  mentioned,  he  would  never  have  im- 

parish  surgeon,  from  the  extent  of  his  dis-  puted  to  them   being  actuated   by  such 

trict,   the  numerous   calls  to   which  his  unworthy  motives. 

situation  subjects  him,  the  addition  of  his  I  have  now  only,  in  conclusion,  to  call 

private  practice— to  say  nothing  of  the  your    attentfou    to  an  advertisement,  in 

Srejudice   too  often    entertained  against  which  I  find  that  it  is  intended  to  try  the 

im ;  these,  with  other  causes  too  nume-  effect  of  a  good  dinner  upon  the  general 

roos  to  mention — snch  as   the    repeated  practitionersof  South wark  and  its  vicinity, 

applications  made  to  private  practitioners  to  cultivate  among  themselves  that  unani- 

fay  women  in  a  state  of  actual  labour,  who,  mity  and  good  feeling  so  essential  at  the 

either  from  aversion  to  the  parish  surgeon,  present  period,  in  consequence  of  the  many 

faer  own  nc»lect  in  not  applying  for  an  recent  attempts  to  injure  and  degrade  the 

CNrder;  the  fear  lest,  when  it  is  obtained,  profession, —  at  which,  doubtless,  many 

he  will  not  attend  himself,  but  send  some  good  things  will  be  both  said  and  swallowed ; 

yentb ;  these,  with  other  reasons  which  and  though  I  leave  them  to  the  enjoyment 

■ly  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enumerate,  of  this  method  of  **  mutual  protections^  with 

cause  a  considerable  nnmber  of  midwiferv  the  cheers,  the  triumph,  and  the  hollowest 

cases  to  be  thrown  upon  the  hands  of  pri-  exultation,  and  though  no  garland  flaunt 

tale  practitlooersy  who  do  not  receire  eren  around  my  recreant  head,  I  shall  rest  con- 

the  onall  sum  to  which  the  parish  snr-  tented  with  the  homely  and  humble  festa^ 
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board  of  co  operation  in  a  good  cause,  and  very  small  number  of  tbetc  circulars,  how- 
be  solaced  by  the  recollection  of  my  ever,  reached  the  members  of  the  latter 
bumble  but  well-meant  endeavours, and  in  profession;  and  Mr.  Hulbert's  excuse  for 
the  satisfaction  arixin^  from  the  possession  this  omission  was,  "  that  his  boy  wa**  un- 
of  the  "  mem  ctmscia  recti ^  ,  able  to  find  the  residences  of  the  medical 
With  these  hurried  remarks, not  intend-  men,  and  therefore  returned  the  circulars." 
iuR  affain  to  trouble  you  on  this  sub-  This  meeting  was  adjourned  till  Sep- 
ject,  and  thanking  you  for  your  impartial  tember  the  7th,  when  I  found  Mr.  H.  sid- 
conduct,  I  take  my  leave,  "  throwinc:  off  Ing  with  men  who  characterized  the  mem- 
the  mask,"  and  avowing  myself  a  **  Cam-  hers  of  our  profession  "  at  fprnOT  and  mer- 
berwell  Practitioner** —  cenary  conspirators;  who  told  us  to  read 

J.  S.  Flower,  our  biblet,  and  mark  well  the  story  of  the 

Surgeon.  good   Samaritan;    that  we  were  only  a 

Camberweil  Oreeo,  flraction  of  the  community,  and  must  yield 

Oct.  17,  1836.  to  the  public  good,'*  8cc.     Mr.  H-  after- 

.    -         wards  wrote  to  the  Editor  of  the  Surrey 

'  Stanrfarfl,  calling  his  account  of  the  meet- 

PROCEEDINGS  IN  CAMBERWELL.  ing  impartial,    when    he  knew  that  the 

reporter  onlif  gave  the  arguments  of  those  who 

REPLY  TO  MR.  HULBERT.  Were  favourable  to  the  plan. 

At  a  sulisequent  meeting,  when  a  large 
body  of  medical  men  were  preseut,  a  letter 

iTT  ^1    rj-*  ^  «/•  #JL-  ;ir-^,--7  n^^^»t^  ^'**  read  bv  Mr.  Hulbert's  son,  from  Mr. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^^^^^^  ^^    ^^^^.^^^  «  ^l^^t  jV  ^^^  ^^j. 

gjjj  cal  practitioners  were  consulted,  that  this 

'  Dispensary  could  not  be  formed ;  but  he 

I  READILY  comply  with  Mr.  Hulbert's  re-  (Mr.  H.)  recommended  its  formation  with- 

quest;  and  as  this  matter  concerns  the  out  paying  any  regard  to  their  opinions.** 

profession   generally,   and  especially  the  After  the  above,  I  think  that  I  was  jnsti- 

practitioners  in  this  district,  you  will,  I  fied  in  descending  to  personalities ;  and, 

trust,  give  insertion  to  all  my  statements,  when  speaking  of  the  clubs  and  dispen- 

as  I  am  prepared  to  prove  their  correct-  saries,  I  thought  it  desirable  that  the  gen- 

ness.     I  will  pass  over  the  ''  wigs  and  tlemen  present  should  know  how  these 

gold-headed  canes  of  antiouity,'*  and  also  things  were  managed  in  the  borough  of 

the  letter  of   the  "  Camberweil  Practi-  Southwark  and  its  vicinity;  and  T  made 

tioner'*  (which  appears  to  be  Mr.  Hulbert*8  the  following  observation:  —  That  Mrs. 

chief  prop),  and  only  allude  to  one  insi-  Hulbert  was  in  the  habit  of  walking  about 

nuation  contained  in  his  letter,  viz.  "  that  from  morning  till  night  recommending  the 

lam  acting  under  the  direction  of  others.**  "Self-supporting   Dispensary;"   and    on 

Such  an  iuuendo  would  excite  anger  in  that  very  day  she  had  cSalled  upon  a  lady 

my  mind,  if  I  believed  that  any  individual  in  Trinity  Square,  and,  amongst  other  ad- 

except  Mr.  Hulbert  could  entertain  the  vantages,  had  held  out  as  an  inducement, 

same  opinion  ;  but  as  it  emanates  from  that  the  servants  might  become  merabent.** 

him  alone,  I  can  readily  excuse  it.    <*  II  y  But,  sir,  this  remark  was  levelled  at  Mr. 

a  des  reprochesqui  louent,  et  des  louanges  H.,  and  not  at  the  lady,  as  I  presumed  that 

qui  medicent.**  she    acted   according    to    her  husband*s 

And  now  for  my  justification  of  the  per-  directions, 

sonalities  I  am  accused  of.  And,  lastly,  to  shew  that  the  general 

At  the  Camberweil  meeting  Mr.  Hul-  practitioners  in  this  neighbourhood  are 
bert  made  the  following  statement: — '*  I  somewhat  interested  in  Mr.  II. >s  move- 
am  sure  I  do  not  wish  to  act  in  opposi-  ments,  I  may  state  that  a  handbill  (printed 
tion  to  my  professional  brethren.**  Now,  in  the  same  type  and  character  as  those 
sir,  from  the  whole  tenour  of  Af  r.  H.*s  pro-  issued  by  Messrs.  Eady  and  Co.)  has  been 
ceedingj),  I  thought  that  he  was  not  ac-  circulated,  addressed  to  the  industrious 
tuated  by  this  feeling;  and  the  following  nechanics  and  working  classes  of  the  bo- 
circumstances  induced  me  to  form  that  rongh  of  Southwark  and  its  vicinity;  the 
opinion:  —  Mr.  Hulbert  came  into  this  writer  of  which  (after  speaking  it  la  RtW' 
neighbourhood  a  few  months  since,  I  be-  lanH  "  of  a  discerning  public,  and  promis- 
lieve,  a  perfect  stranger.  I  had  the  honour,  ing  these  said  industrious  mechanics,  that, 
on  the  4th  of  August,  to  receive  a  circular  under  the  Divine  blessing,  all  their  ills 
from  him,  inviting  the  *'  clerical  and  me-  will  he  removed,**)  offers  them  physic,  &c. 
dical  professions,  and  others,  to  attend  a  for  Id  per  week ;  male  servants  to  pay  7s. 
meeting  at  the  school-room  in  this  parish,  per  annum  ;  female,  5s.  do.  &c 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  Mr.  Smith,  on  ''Persons  desirous  of  becoming  firee 
the  subject  of  *'  Self-supporting  Dispen-  members  may  apply  for  information  to 
saries,**  J.  Callaway,  Esq.  in  the  chair.    A  Mr.  Hulbert,  6,  Trinity  Square,  any  mom- 
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ing  between  the  hours  of  10  and  12,  Sun-  set  House  triumyirate,  and  their  scribe, 

da?8  excepted  "  will  have  rejected  this  contemptible  offer. 

I  must  apolojpzc  for  having  occupied  so  If  the  medical  profession  is  to  be  bene- 

large  a  space  in  your  journal,  but  I  have,  fited,  we  may  be  sure  it  will  not  be  at  the 

in  telf'defenre,  been  obliged  to  enter  into  hands  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 

the  abo?e  explanation.  but  by  the  united  exertions  of  its  own 

Yours  respectfully,  members ;  nor  is  it  necessary  for  the  ad- 

E.  Crisp.  vancement  of  the  statistics  of  medicine, 

Walvrorib,  Oct.  18, 1886.  that  medical  men  should  accept  the  piof- 

fered  honour, 

■  It  was  very  well  known  that  the  "  bait" 

would  be  taken  only  by  those  who  cherish 

NEW  REGISTRATION  OF  BIRTHS  and  are  charmed  with  the  <*  credit"  of  an 

AND  DEATHS.  appointment  by  a  Board  of  Guardians^ 

Mr.   Chadwick's  neophytes,  the    "  wider 

•"""  field  officers"*  of  the  Poor- Law  Com- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  miMioners. 

A  correct  registration  of  the  number  and 

• ••  O  mlseri.  quM  Unta  inumla,  dvei  t  causes  of  deaths  may  be  effected,  and  all 

Creditl.  aTerto»ho»te»  i  autuUa  pntetia  the  desired   advantai^es    derivable   there- 

I/ona  carere  dolis  DanaliiD  f ^———  i.    l       l*   •      j  i.    »i.  «•     1 

— equo  ne  credite,  Twicri,  "o™  ™ay  be  obtained,  by  the  medical  pro- 

Qulcquld  id  eat,  Umeo  Danaoa,et  dona  ferentea.**  fession,  without  a  Voluntary  and  spiritless 

ViRo.  submission  on  its  part  to  more  injustice  and 

SiR>  new  indignities. 

I  WAS  much  gratified  by  your  remarks  in  Let  the  Commissioners  and  the  Guar- 

the  Gazette  of  the  3d  instant,  on  the  dians  appoint  their  relieving  officers — per- 

"  dainty  device  of  Mr.  Secretary  Chad-  sons  in  their  estimation  perfectly  qualified 

wick,  and  his  employers,  for  degrading  the  to  judge  of  the  degree  of  illness  of  paupers, 

profession    into    a   Company  of   Parish  and  of  the  necessity  of  medical  aid,  or  any 

Clerks."    I  felt  persuaded  that  the  tone  other  persons  whose  engagements  are  not 

and  spirit  of  your  observations  would  be  incompatible  with  the  duty,  and  let  them 

jostlv  appreciated  by  every  one  anxious  pr<x:ure  from  the  friends  of  the  deceased, 

for  the  interests  and  character  of  the  pro-  m  writing,  under  the  hand  of  the  medical 

fession.  attendant,  a  statement  of  the  known  or 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  it  seems,  supposed  cause  ofdeath.    Any  respectable 

have  very  generously  offered  to  the  worst-  scribe  may  transfer  this  to  his  register. 

paid  and  hardest-worked  ofiicers  of  the  To  this  it  must  come,  if  accuracy  be  in- 

Unions — members  of  a  profession  they  tended,  appoint  whom  they  may.     A  dis- 

have  sought  every  opportunity  to  insult,  trict  registrar,    even  if  a  medical   man, 

injure,  and  degrade — the  vmy  lucrative  and  could   not,  unless   omniscient,    ascertain 

h'ghly  dignified  office  of  subordinate,  or  dis-  with  the  requisite  precision  the  known  or 

tnct,  registrar  of  births,  deaths,  and  mar-  supposed  cause  of  death  without  a  direct 

riages,  *'  when  these  duties  are  not  incon-  or  indirect  appeal  to  such  medical  autho- 

•istent  with  their  engagements,  and  they  rity. 

may  be  disposed  to  perform  them  !"    Dis-  T.  G.'s  wonder,  I  think,  should  cease  or 

creet, delicate,  generous  men,  with  large  abate  on  further  consideration;    for  he 

salaries,  **  small  brains,  and  no  bowels !"  needs  not  to  be  assured  that  the  medical 

Such  conduct  of  the   Commissioners,  profession  are  fuU^  aware  of  the  ceaseless 

whose  general  treatment  of  the  profession  endeavours  of   the    Poor-Law   Commis- 

bas  deservedly  excited  in  the  minds  of  all  sioners    to  degrade  general  practitioners 

its  respectable  members  feelings  of  unqua-  into  a  race  of  petty  pedlars  and  parish 

lified  disgust,  being  characteristic,  is  not  clerks,  and  they,  consequently,  are  able  to 

mnch  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  I  am  sur-  appreciate    their    present  politeness.     The 

prised    that  your  correspondent,  T.  G.,  profession  can,  and  assuredly  will,  afford 

should  think  it  "  extraordinary"  that  me-  their  efficient  aid  in  promoting  the  objects 

dical  men  have,  in  so  many  instances,  of  the  Registration  Act,  as  far  as  they  are, 

refused  the  very  respettahle  office  of  subor-  or  ought  to  be,  concerned;   but  they  are 

dinate  registrar,  encumbered  as  it  is  with  not  to  be  expected  to  seek  degradation,  or 

duties,  and  productive  as  it  is  of  emoltt-  voluntarily  suffer  injustice,  upon  even  so 

ments,  so  well  suited  to  the  taste,  time,  specious  a  pretext. — I  am,  sir, 

attainments,  and  expectations,  of  a  parish  Your  constant  reader, 

clerk.    I  confidently  believe  that  he  will  Justitia. 

hear  of  many  more  instances  of  men,  who,        Camberwell,  Oct.  19, 1886. 

considering  what  is  due  to  their  profession,  *  vide  Flmt  Annual  Report  of  Podr-Law  Com- 

and  to  the  cool  impudence  of  the  Somer-  miaaionera. 
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DR.  UVVINS  AND  DR.  J.  JOHNSON. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

Upon  mutual  explanations  being  given, 
Dr.  Uwins  has  entirely  absolved  nae  from 
the  charge  of  having  written  the  article 
copied  from  the  Gazette  into  the  Timet^ 
and,  consequently,  has  absolved  the  Editor 
of  the  Gazette  from  the  charge  of  breach 
of  veracity.  This  absolution  (grounded, 
however,  on  the  charge  being  owing  to  a 
mutual  misapprehension),  was  publicly 
given  in  the  London  Medical  Society  last 
Monday  night.  I  have  written  to  the 
Timei ;  but  as  some  delay  may  take  place 
in  the  appearance  of  my  letter,  I  request 
you  will  give  these  few  lines  a  place  in 
your  next  number. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Johnson. 

Suffolk  Place, 
October  19,  1836. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

list  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

October  6th,  1836. 

Samuel  Leen,  Asbton  under  Lyne. 

Frederick  Hawthorn,  Uttoxeter. 

Reuben  Booth,  Aurinxton,  Lancashire. 

George  Kidgt*  11,  Welliugton,  Somersetiihlre. 

John  Mnlborough  CowelUFairclotb,  St.  Stephen's. 

Edtvard  Des  Forges,  Hull. 

Henry  Adnah  Bellard,  Hull. 

George  Whittingham. 

Henry  Davla,  Pcndock.  Worrestershlre. 

George  Frederick  Meadowg,  Woodbridge.  Suffolk. 

Jeffery  Strudwick  Johnson,  Peterborough. 

Willium  White  Williams,  Dursley,  Glosterthlre. 

Frederick  Broadhurst,  Bath. 

October  8lh,  1836. 

John  Thomson,  Dalton,  Yorkfihire. 

James  Harridge  Ford,  Raylelgh,  Eesex. 

Francis  Allday,  Birmingham. 

Joshua  Paynter,  Pembroke.S.  Wnlea. 

G.  Nicholas  DauKerfield,  Churcham,  Glosters^  ire. 

J.  Ludfurd  White,  Sioke  Golding,  LelceHiershlre. 

October  13lh,  1836. 
Charles  Ray. 

Thomas  Southern  Burmnn,  StrAtford'on-Avon, 
Allen  France,  Honley.  Yorkshire. 
James  Askey  Wood,  Uttoxeter,  Staffordchlre. 
James  Wnlford  Tillett,  Colchester. 
Henry  Weekf,  Barnstaple,  Devon. 
R.  Bobin<«nn  Aldersdn,  Everingbam,  Yorkuhlre. 
William  Kuye  Jackson,  Denby,  Yorkshire. 
John  Thorons  Dolman,  York. 
Hngh  Birt,  Storrlngton,  Sussex. 
Thomas  Booth,  Bradford,  Yorkshire. 
Adoolab  Vallack,  Kingsand,  Plymouth. 
Marc  Anthony  Basille  Corbin,  GuerDsey. 
Samuel  Day  Fereday,  Gornal,  Staffordshire* 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

T.  B.  Cnrlin^  on  Tetanus ;  being  the 

Jaeksonian  Prize  Essay  for  1834.  8fo.8s. 

Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 


By  Dr.  R.  Bright  and  Dr.  Thomas  Addi- 
son.     Part  I.    8?o.  4s. 

Guy's  Hospital  Reports.    Vol.  I.    8?o. 
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WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortaltty,  Oct.  18,  1836. 


AbBcess         .       .  1 

Age  and  Debility  .  21 

Apoplexy      .       .  1 

Asthma          .        .  8 

Cancer           .        •  3 

Childbirth     .       .  2 

Consumption        .  84 
Constipation  of  the 

Bowels      .        •  1 

Convulsions         .  17 

Croup    ...  I 
Dentition  or  Teelbinff  I 

Diarrhcea      .        .  1 

Dropsy          .        .  6 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  6 

Epilepsy       .        .  1 

Fever     ...  5 

Fever,  Scarlet      .  3 

Fever,  Typhus     .  1 

Haemorrhage        .  I 


Heart,  diseased    .  1 

Hooping  Cough   .  4 

Inflammation        •  12 

Bowels 5c  Stomach  6 

Lungs  and  Pleura  2 

Insanity        .        .  6 

Liver,  diseased     .  & 

Measles         •        •  10 

MortlBcation         .  I 

Paralysis       .        .  I 

Scrofula         .        .  3 

Small-pox     •       .  1 
Sore   Throat    and 

Qainsey    .        .  1 

Spasms         •        •  I 

Thrush         .        .  I 

Unknown  Caused  1 1 

Casnolties            .  5 


Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  I    j«a 
the  precedini;  week  .        .   S 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 
Oc^  1836.     t  TnKRMOMicr&R.   Baromxtrr, 


Thursday .  18 
Friday  .  .  14 
Saturday  .  16 
Sunday  .  .  16 
Monday.  .  17 
Tuesday .  .  18 
Wednesday  19 


from  48  to  60 

60  68 
48  61 
40  69 
48  63 
62  63 

61  69 


29-06  to  29  .^'& 
29  62       'J9  87 


29  79 
30-12 
80  09 
30-07 
8009 


29  t» 
8012 
8009 
3006 
30-29 


Prevailing  winds,  S.W.  and  W.  by  N., 
Generally  cloudy,  with  rain  at  times. 
Rain  fallen,  '25  of  an  inch. 

NOTICES. 

"  R."  1.  No  law,  right,  or  charter,  would 
be  violated.  If  the  party  did  not  pretend 
to  be  a  Doctor,  he  wonld  not  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians; if  he  did  not  dispense  medicines, 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries  could  not  In- 
terfere with  him.  He  would  be  quasi  a 
Surgeon,  and  the  Royal  College  of  Lin- 
coln's Inn  have  not  tHe  power  to  question 
any  one. — 2.  The  proposed  University  la 
not  to  interfere  with  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, which  cannot  be  superseded  unless 
by  a  special  act  of  Parliament, — a  mea- 
sure which  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
will  be  attempted,  and  if  attempted,  would 
certainly  fail  in  the  upper  House.— 3.  Not 
till  alter  the  meeting  of  Parliament. — i.  In 
the  Medical  Gazette  for  Sept  17,  1836. 

We  must  decline  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Marson's  letter. 

Charing  Cross  Hospital. — We  under- 
stand that  this  hospital  has  been  struck  off 
the  list  of  those  recognised  by  the  College 
of  Surgeons. 

The  P.S.  from  Camberwell  came  too  late. 

Wilson  &  Son,  Printers,  57> Skinner* SC  Loodoa. 
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LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEING    A 

WEEKLY  JOURMAL 

OF 

iMetiictnt  anti  tbt  Collateral  Ss^tismti. 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  29,  1836. 


LECTURES  would  faaye  enjoyed  as  ft  male,  mast  be 

arranged  in  accordance  with  the  evidence 

o"  of  the  sex.      The  interests  of  many  ex- 

prkDvvoTo    %M  t:»  r\v  r^ -iinT?  pectant  relatives  may  be  at  stake. 
FORENSIC    MEDIClJNJii;  j^  reference  to  tenancy  by  the  courtesy, 

•V  ,. ,   ^  ^L    II J s   c  L    I  ^  iLT^-^---  the  right  of  the  father  to  possess  a  life 

Ddivend  at  the  AldertgaU  School  of  Medicine,  .^^^^»  .^  ^^^  ^^1  ^^^^^^^  belonging  to 

Bt  Wiixiam  Cummin,  M.D.  his  wife,  may  depend  on  the  ascertainment 

of  the  sex  of  their  new-born  infant.    For 

»  if  Uie  wife  be  tenant  in  tail  male,  and  de- 
livered of  a  son  bom  alive,  the  husband's 

Lecture  V.  right  is  secured ;  whereas,  if  she  have  only 

Om  Sex,  medico^Ugally  ccnsidered-^Importance  ?  daughter  the  husband  is  not  entitled  to 

^  the  mfyectf  h  Normal  developZnt^  ^   tenant  by  the  courtesy,  because  such 

tharacteriuia  of  the  Male  and  Female  Fi-  "«"«  ^"J  excluded  from  succession  by  the 

gure^MaU  aJ  Female  Skeleton,    2,  Ab.  nature  of  the  tenure.     This  is  a  fact  which 

Icrmal  development ^in   ilte   Male^in  the  ^^g^.V*"  ^  ^""u^  1°  ^^'^  T^i"""^       ^Tl 

Female-wl^the  Sexual  Characters  are  practitioner  who  hnpnens  to  be  present  at 

failed.     Hermaphrcdwn^remarkable  caus  the  birth  of  a  child  belonging  to  persons  of 

^all  TooluMeinto  Androgynous  and  Gy-  P'^P^^/  5  mdeed,  m  every  case  it  would  be 

mandrou,  varieties.      Concealed  Sex  -  some  P~P«/  ^^'  ^^^  ITT'^^i!"  ^°  "T  l^""  ""-lu 

^^.^  ;.  •««..».•  cumstances  of  the  birth,  particularly  with 

modem  wslances.  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  .^^^^^     g^^  j 

Bex,  like  Ag^,  is  a  f  abject  of  wide  extent  shall  have  occasion  to  revert  to  this  subject 

and  application.     It  not  only  forms  an  more  fully  hereafter. 
element*  in  other  medico-legal  inquiries,        Arain,  at  an  age  more  advanced—child- 

Init  frequently  becomes  an  independent  hood— the    arrangements    regarding    the 

qnettion.    As  medical  jurists  yon  may  be  education    and    future  prospects  of   the 

called  upon  to  give  evidence  as  to  the  sex  young  person  are  essentially  founded  on 

of  an  individual — infant  or  adult — living  an  understanding  of  the  sex  :  it  would  be 

or  dead ;  nay,  the  sex  of  the  foetus  may  a  serious  mistaKC  to  give  Tas  has  been 

sometimes  l>e  a  moot  point.  done)  the  education  of  a  female  to  one  who 

It  may  also  be  necessary  sometimes  should  afterwards  prove  to  be  a  male.  Dr. 
to  identify  the  supposed  remains — the  Beck  cites  a  case  in  which  a  physician  was 
mutilated  relics,  of  a  person  long  missing,  consulted  bv  the  relatives  of  a  young  no- 
It  may  be  that  only  the  bones  are  found,  bleman  of  doubtful  sex,  who,  if  a  male, 
Here  the  sex  requires  to  be  clearly  ascer-  would  inherit  a  considerable  estate,  but  to 
tained:  we  must  be  assured  that  we  do  not  which  he  could  have  no  right  if  he  be* 
take  the  bones  of  a  male  for  those  of  a  fe-  longed  to  the  other  sex. 
male,  and  vice  versd.  Now,  in  ordinary  cases,  it  may  seem  to 

Legal  distinctions.'^Jn  the  case  of  a  new.  be  a  very  simple  affair  to  determine  the 

bom  child,  the  determination  of  the  sex  sex-^wbether  the  subject  be  an  infant,  an 
may  be  of  vital  importance,  if  it  be  adult,  or  merely  a  skeleton.  But  we  shall 
the  issoe  of  parents  possessed  of  real  or  see  that  difficulties  may  sometimes  arise; 
landed  property :  its  right  of  snooession  and  this  not  only  where  the  sexual  charac- 
mainly  depends  on  its  sex ;  and  shonld  it  teristics  are  abnormal,  but  even  where  they 
die,  the  disposal  of  that  property,  which  it    are  normally  developed. 

4^— XIX.  K 
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..  I.  NORMAL  DEVELOPMENT.  the  ninth  are  generally  deposited  in  the 

Suppose,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  sexnal  scrotum.  Upon  an  examination  of  ninety- 
parts  and  other  peculiarities  of  the  taald  seven  infants  at  birth,  Wrisberg  found 
or  female  are  normal.  No  difficnltv,  of  that  in  sixty-seven  both  testes  bad  reached 
course,  will  pre^ient  itself  to  us,  provided  the  scrotum ;  in  seventeen,  one  or  both 
we  be  allowed  the  opportunity  of  personal  were  still  in  the  canal ;  in  eight,  one  tes- 
inspection — more  particularly  if  the  sfib-  tis,  and  in  three,  both  testes  still  remained 
ject  be  an  adult,  or  have  attained  the  age  in  the  abdomen. 

of  puberty.     The  ordinary  sexual  charac-        At  later  periods, — Let  me  now  call  your 

ters  of  individuals  at  the  different  periods  attention  to  some  other  cases  of  possible 

of  life  need  not  detain  us.  difficulty  in  determining  the  sex,  although 

Sev  before  birth, — Butthere  are  one  or  two  there  be  nothing  abnormal  about  the  proper 
cases,  even  in  the  normally  developed  con-  characteristics,  so  far  as  they  are  developed, 
dition,  in  which  it  may  not  be  very  possible  Suppose  we  have  to  examine  a  skeleton — 
fo  speak  without  deliberation  regarding  the  one  that  probably 'belonged  to  a  person  not 
sex.  There  is  a  period,  for  example,  in  yet  adult.  In  such  a  case,  though  we  may 
intra-uterine  life,  when  the  sex  is  by  no  be  possessed  of  the  elements  for  determin  • 
means  determinable.  The  foetus,  up  to  a  ing  the  age,  the  sex  is  bv  no  means  so 
certain  age,  possesses  no  distinctive  sexual  well  marked  as  to  be  readily  distinguished, 
parts:  th6se  that  are  observed  might  prove.  The  skeletons  of  infants  and  young  per- 
upon  further  development,  to  belong  either  sons  of  either  sex,  have  few  or  no  pecu- 
to  the  male  or  female.  If  we  examine  the  liarities  by  which  the  necessary  investi- 
foetus,  ot  embryo,  as  early  as  the  fifth  or  gation  may  be  guided.  We  must  here  call 
;sixth  week  after  conception,  we  shall  find  to  our  aid  whatever  external  circum- 
that  the  rudiments  of  the  genital  organs  stances  may  be  available  for  the  infonna- 
have  not  yet  made  their  appearance ;  and  tion  which  we  seek, 
that  it  is  not  till  somewhat  later  that  a  But  when  we  have  to  examine  what  ap- 
little  tubercle  becomes  visible;  which  pears  to  be  an  adult  skeleton,  with  re- 
tubercle  may  prove  subsequently  to  be  ei-  lerence  to  sex,  there  are  several  characters 
ther  a  clitoris  or  a  penis:  as  yet,  at  all  of  which  we  may  avail  ourselves.  Let  us 
events,  there  are  neither  labia  nor  a  scro-  first  take  a  view  of  the  female  as  distin- 
tum.  This  condition  holds  for  the  first  igiiished  from  the  male  figure, 
fifty-five  days,  according  to  Velpeau.  The  adutt  figure  in  both  texet. — There 

At  from  eight  to  ten  weeks,  tlie  tubercle  is,  in  general,  more  plumpness  in  the 
undergoes  further  development.  Around  female  form  than  in  the  male.  The 
its  base  there  arises  a  fola  of  integument,  muscles  are  smaller,  and  less  strongly 
■  the  rudiment  of  the  future  prepuce ;  and  marked ;  the  integnments  are  more  abun- 
a  little  fHirrow  is  perceived  on  its  lower  dant,  and  softer;  and  the  cellular  sub- 
part, which  soon  after  forms  the  urethra.  8tane«  is  more  largely  provided  with  a 
This  furrow,  which  remains  nnclosed  for  supply  ^  fat^  TbW  nute  are  smooth  and 
some  time  in  certain  foetuses,  extends  to  semi-transparent,  the  half  of  the  bead  fine 
within  about  a  line  of  a  little  prominence,  and  long ;  and  that  on  other  parts  of  the 
— the  anal  tubercle:  for  as  yet  the  anus  is  bodv  comparatively  seanty. 
imperforate,  and  melrely  presents  the  ap-  'fhe  proportions  also  present  iome  re- 
pearance  of  a  slight  elevation.  In  short,  markable  contrasts.  Thus  the  female  is 
it  is  probably  not  till  about  between  the  usually  not  so  taU  as  the  male  ;  half 
second  and  third  month  that  any  thing  can  her  length  corresponds  to  the  upper  part 
be  positively  stated  relative  to  the  sex  of  of  the  symphysis  pubis,  while,  in  the 
the  normally  developed  foetus.  man,  the  half  is  situated  at  the  middle  of 

Sex  of  the  new-born  child, —  It  mayhap-  the  symphysis.  In  the  female,  accord- 
pen  that  at  a  much  later  period — that  inglv,  the  lower  extremities  are  compara- 
of  birth  —  doubts  may  be  entertained  tively  shorter  than  in  the  male.  The  head 
whether  the  sex  be  ascertainable ;  for  is  generally  smaller ;  the  lower  jaw  and 
the  testes  may  not  yet  have  passed  chin  less  marked  and  prominent  The 
through  the  abdominal  rings,  and  the  scro-  teeth,  smaller  and  whiter,  sometimes  do 
tum  may  be  imperfectly  formed.  The  not  exceed  the  number  of  twenty-eight 
progress  of  the  descent  of  the  testes  is  The  neck  slender,  with  little  or  no  pro- 
,curious.  From  their  original  situation,  a  jection  of  the  larynx.  The  trunk  some- 
little  in  front  of  the  kidneys — where  also  what  longer,  enlarged  in  its  upper  and 
the  ovaries  are  primarily  situated — they  anterior  part  by  the  prominence  of  the 
descend  by  about  the  seventh  month  to.  breasts,  and  the  position  of  the  arms, 
wards  the  inner  ring,  carrying  before  them  which  are  in  closer  contiguity  with  the 
the  fold  of  peritonaeum,  which  afterwards  sides  than  thev  are  in  man.  The  poste- 
. constitutes  the  tunioa  adbuginea.  In  the  rior  aspect  of  the  trunk  presents  a  furrow, 
eighth,  they  enter  the  passage^  and  during  extending  to  the  sacrum;  while  the  la- 
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Inml  put!  BMallj  MtltiMt  t  iaprmdotl  on 
^thar  Mb,  Ttmb  tbe  rib*  to  Ibe  hips,  pe- 
mliar  to  Iha  fanale,  tsnn  Mpeciallj  m 
M«difiB4  bj  the  civilizalion  of  the  prcMDt 
6a.j.  'Die  chnt  of  tbe  Temale  hu  a  larger 
kntaro-posterior  diameler  than  lliBt  of 
n*B]  bat  ft  nuallBr  U-«uInl  or  traDiiene 
diameter.  The  hipi  and  upper  part  at 
tbe  thlsbi  cotnparativelj  more  ninnd  and 
•stended ;  tbe  kneei  are  more  iDclined  ia. 
wudi;  tbe  leg  ia  ihorter,  and  tbe  foot 
more  wnall  and  delicate.  Tbe  shoalden 
are  narrower  tban  the  bipi ;  irbile  the  re- 
verse holdi  in  well-ronned  men.  The  arm 
and  forB-arm  are  more  nrand,  but  lea 
BMirked,  than  Id  tbe  maiej  the  hand  u 
Mnaller,  and  tbe  fingeii  more  tapering. 

Bmm  iif  titlur  ux.  -~  Wilb    regard    to 
tbe  oneooi  straGtare,  it  may  be  obaerred 

that  there  are  lomr — " 

liaritita  belonging 
fcmale  ;  tbej  are  Im  Ann,  and  lighter 
than  tbaee  of  man.  The  flat  bones  are 
thinner,  and  the  abort  onea  more  cel- 
lular or  ipongj  ;  the  long  bones  are 
more  imoatb  and  tapering,  nor  are  there 
"jred  on  them  tboie  roogh  linea  or 
s,  which  resnlt  from  the  repeated  and 
more  powerful  action  of  the  mnKlesin  the 
nal&  The  apaphjaet,  which  afford  at- 
taEbmeuti  to  the  muielei  and  ligament*, 
■re  bntfeebljniarked:  tbejaintaaregene- 
raJlj  leia  larje,  but  more  flexible,  than  in 


tbe  male.    Tlie  ilgamenti  anil  cartiiagei 

are  mure  plinnt,  and  continue  lo  for  a 
longer  perind.  And,  in  abort,  we  CTcr; 
where  discorer  in  the  general  utracture 
traces  of  a  m<ire  delicate  confuruialion. 

Malt  and  fnnale  iJwMon.— But  to  come 
more  particular)}'  to  the  parti  of  the  skele- 
ton:— The  cranium  of  woman  ia  smaller, 
more  oblong,  and  less  depressed  on  the 
BidsBthan  thuturmani  the  face  more  ainlg 
the  tVonlal  sinuses  less  derelnped  j  the 
nasal  aperlares  smaller;  tbe  jaws,  with 
tbe  atreolar  anhes,  are  shorter  and  more 
elliptical  j  and  tbe  chin  ia  not  usuattj 
prominent. 

Tbe  shape  of  the  cheit  has  been  already 
noticed  j  but  it  maj  be  added,  that  the 
sternum  is  shorter  and  mare  conrex  ;  the 
xjphoid  cartilage  is  thinner  and  mora 
flexible,  and  remains  nnossiBed  for  n 
longer  time  than  in  the  male.  The  ribs 
are  also  more  delicate  and  nniform)  the 
cartilages  which  join  them  lo  the  sternum 
are  longer  and  more  elastic,  and  (heir 
dorvU  articalation  less  compact:  thus  tbe 
female  cheat  ii  comparaliTei;  more  largely 
endowed  with  the  power  of  expansion  and 
contractioD  than  the  male. 

The  peliiii. — Both  the  shape  and  s'ixe  of 
Ihepelfia  are  remarkable.  Here  are  repre- 
•entationi  of  the  male  and  female  peitis, 
showing  the  distinctive  charauters. 


Pro.  6.—Femtlt  ptlru. 

The  oBsa  tlin  in  tbe  female  (Eg.  0),  it 
will  be  obserred,  are  more  spread  out, 
or  rerging  to  the  horizon,  than  in  the 
male.  The  sacrum  la  mure  oapaeioui  and 
oKieaTe;  tbe  pubis  less  elerated,  and  its 
ascending  branches  forming  a  less  acute 
angle;  the  ossa  ischia  wider  apart;  tbe 
■nbpublc  foramina  larger,  more  oblique, 
and  approaching  a  triangular  shape.  The 
Tarious  symphyses  of  tbe  pelvic  bones  are 
leas  compact  than  in  the  male,  and  allow 
■Bore  motion.  The  following  are  the  dia- 
meters of  a  well  formed,  we  may  ci^l  it  a 
sbn^arrf,  lemale  pelvis  :  it  may  be  ob- 
acrred,  by  the  way,  that  they  are  con- 
■IfctablT  Urgar  than  those  of  tbe  male  :— 


Fw.T.-WoVjB/™ 

or  the  inlet,  the  aniero  posterior  diameter 
measures  4  in.  4  lin.  Engli»h  i  the  I  run  s- 
rene,  5  in.  5  lin. ;  and  the  oblique,  .i  In. 
Of  the  outlet,  tile  anlero-postcrior  dia- 
meter measures  about  o  in.  j  and  the  trans- 

The  cotyloid  caiities  of  tbe  female  pel- 
tis  are  more  dislant  from  each  other 
than  those  of  the  male,  giving  riae  lo 
a  remarkable  diflerence  in  tbe  pnailiun 
and  appearance  of  the  femurs  ;  these 
bones  being  in  woman  much  more 
oblique  from  without  inwards  than  in 
man.  The  neck  of  the  tbigh-bune  ismoi^ 
transrerse,  and  tbe  trochanters  more  apart, 
than  in  man.    Tbe  inner  condyle,  also,  n 
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larger,  and  a  little  longer,  than  the  exte-  1.    Abrwrmal  development  of  ths  male.'-' 

rior,  which  gives  rather  a  peculiar  aspect  Some  men  have  the  oriBce  of  the  urethra 

to  the  female  knee.  opening,  not  at  the  usoal  place^>at  the 

The  chest,  as  seen  from  behind,  is  nar-  extreinitj  of  the  glans^but  somewhere 

rower  and  less  convex  in  the  female  than  beneath  it,— perhaps  as  low  down  as  the 

in  the  male ;  it  is  shorter,  also,  so  that  root  of  the  penis.   Such  persons  are  called 

there  is  a  greater  space  between  the  ribs  Hypospadians  ('Tirodnra9<ai, — imperfect  be- 

and  the  crest  of  the  ilium.  ing?,    tnrdfiwyes,    with    the    orifice,    'inra, 

In  fine,   the  vertebral  column  is  more  beueatk);   and  their  true  sex  is  apt  to  be 

flexible,  and  somewhat  longer,  compara-  confounded  owing  to  this  additional  cir* 

tively,  than  in  man.     The  vertebras  are  cumstance:— in  some  of  them,  the  penis 

less  compact;  the  spinous  processes  less  being  wholly  imperforate,    resembles  an 

prominent;   the   transverse  more  turned  enlarged  clitoris;    and  in  snch   cases  it 

backward.    The  body,  or  anterior  portion  commonly  happens  that  the  oritice  of  the 

of  the  vertebrae  appears  (to  Soemmering)  urethra  being    beneath,    the  scrotum   is 

to  have  more  height ;  but  at  all  events  the  divided,  forming  two  distinct  sacs,  with 

Intervertebral  cartilages,  especially  in  the  a  testicle  in  each,  thus  presenting  the  ap- 

lumbar  region,    are  thicker,  softer,  and  pearance    of  enlarged    labia.      Suppose, 

everyway  larger,  during  pregnancy.  now,  in  a  person  of  such  a  conformation, 

Jlluttrative  ease, — By  way  of  illustration  that    the    testes   have  not  descended  or 

of  the  remarks  just  made,  I  may  refer  to  a  emerged  from    the  abdominal  rings  (as 

case  hereafter  to  be  more  fully  noticed.    A  happens  in  some  men),  and  let  the  penfa 

parcel  of  bones,  forming  a  skeleton,  having  be  diminutive,  it  will  be  easily  understood 

1)een  disinterred  ayearor  two  since  in  Paris,  how  striking  may  be  the  resemblance  to 

one  of  the  first  questions  which  the  medico-  the  female  organs. 

legal  examiners  proceeded  to  solve  was,  When  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  hap- 

whether  these  were  the  bones  of  a  male  or  pens  to  be  any  where  above  the  usual  place, 

a  female?     I  quote  from  the  Annates  d*Hy-  either  on  the  glans  or  on  the  dorsom,  or 

giette  (tomexi.  137)  that  part  of  the  official  even  the  abdomen,  the  person  so  formed  is 

report  relating  to  this  subject: — '*  The  termed  an  Epispadian    (EirtovoStcli,  the 

bones  are  small  and  delicate ;  those  of  the  peculiarity  being '«iri,  above),     I  mention 

extremities  not  at  all  curved  by  muscular  this  variety  of  conformation,  however,  at 

motion  :  the  marks  of  the  insertion  of  the  present,  merely  for  the  sake  of  contrast, 

muscles  are  few  and  faint.    The  cranium  is  Epispadia  is  not  a  peculiarity  which  can 

small,  and  oblong  from  front  to  rear.   The  tend  to  render  the  sex  verr  ambiguous, 

ossainnominata'are  largely  spread  out;  the  though,  like  Hypospadia,   it    materially 

cavity  of  the  pelvis  not  deep;  the  anterior  interferes  with   the  generative  function, 

of  the  sacrum  concave ;  the  subpubic  holes  Of  both,  in  reference  to  this  circumstance, 

triani^ular  ;    the    cotyloid    cavities    wide  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  in  a  subse- 

asunder:  finally,  the  upper  strait  of  the  quent  lecture,  when  I  shall  also  notice 

pelvis  presents  exactly  the  diameters  usu-  some   other  malformations  of  the  male 

ally  found  in  well- shaped  females.    So  genital  organs. 

that,  putting  all  these  characters  together,  Persons  in  whom  the  testes  have  been 

there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that  this  is  atrophied   or   wasted   away,    sometimes 

the  skeleton  of  a  woman."    ■  present   the   external   characters  of  the 

female,  though  belonging  decidedly  to  the 

II.  ABNORMAL  DEVELOPMENT.  male  scx.    Sir  Everard  Home  tells  us  of 

We  have  next  to  consider  how  the  sex  an  idiot  boy,  aged  13,  who  had  no  peni<«, 

may  be  determined  in  persons  who  have  an  but  in  its  steacf  a  prepuce  of  small  dimen- 

abnormal  development  of  the  generative  sions,    beneath  which   was  observed  the 

-organs.      Here  we  may   have   consider-  orifice  of  the  urethra.     In  the  scrotum, 

Jible  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  our  which  had   no    raphe,  were    found  two 

inquiries,  especially  if  the  individual  be  verv  small  testes,  not  larger  than  those  of 

living,  as  we  are  thereby  in  great  measure  a  foetus.      The  mons  veneris  was  very 

precluded  from  an  internal  examination,  plump.    Vagina  there  was  none;  but  the 

Sometimes  the  male  organs  may  be  so  whole  body  was  exceedingly  fat,  and  the 

formed  as  to  simulate  at  first  view  those  breasts  were  as  hurge  as  those  of  a  bulky 

of  the  female :    the  female  organs,  again,  woman. 

Aoay  have  euch  a  conformation  as  to  mis-  A  very  remarkable  and  well-authenti- 

Jea^  a  superficial  observer,  and  induce  him  oated  case  was  published  some  years  ago 

•to  believe  them  male.    But  this  is  not  all :  in  a  French  periodical  {Bull,  de  la  FanUU 

there  may  be  an  actual  mixture  of  the  de  Parity  No.  X.)    In  the  year  1792,  an 

male  and  female  organs  in  the  same  per-  infant   newly   bom   was  registered   and 

••on,    giving   rise    to  the  supposition  of  baptized   as  a  female,  by  the  name  of 

Jiermaphrodism.    We  tMl  consider  these  Marie.Margnerite.    On  attaining  the  age 

varieties  in  order.  of  puberty,  two  imall  tomora  made  their 


abmohmal  detelophest. 


all  in  TBin — the;  came 
lablB.  At  the  ue  of  19,  Huie-lIu]{neTite 
wu  Bbonl  lo  be  iDBTried,  wben  it  wu 
thoD^t  adrirabla  Brut  to  Akmine  (hoH 
tDBon,  leit  thfj  might  proTc  toy  impedi- 
neot  to  matriiDoii;.  All  this  time  nothing 
more  than  m  mere  bemlal  affecliou  wai 
Mipected.  What,  then,  was  the  tnrpriw 
of  all  paitiM  when  the  prufeaiinnnl  exa- 
niner.  Dr.  Warbe,  prununnced  Harie- 
Mtiguttiu  to  be  a  man  ! 

Amonff  the  reaioai  auigTied  h;  the 
Doctor  for  nich  a  concIusioD,  it  is 
■nentloncd  that  there  «ai  somethioR 
naacnliiie  in  the  shape,  stalnre,  and 
ToieeoftbeindiTidaal,  u  well  a>  about  the 
iMuidi  and  Teel.  The  breasts,  huneter, 
ware  la  tome  degree  developed  like  tboH 
of  a  female.  Ai  to  ibe  parts  at  genera, 
tion,  there  iras  nothing  ex.ernal  to  indl- 
cate  that  the;  were  tfaoae  of  a  male.  Bat 
vpOD  examining  iha  labia,  or  vhat  vera 
coDuderad  ai  inch,  the  testei  coald  be  felt 
in  a  manner  admitting  of  no  mistake. 
There  vaa  nothing  rerj  remarkable  aboot 
the  size  or  siloation  of  the  supposed  cli- 
toris :  there  was,  however,  no  vagina,  for 
what  at  nr«t  appeared  to  be  thai  pasaage, 
WM  fonnd  to  terminate  at  the  depth  of 


abont  an  IncC  and  a  half  Id  Ibe  orifice  of 
the  urethra.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  well. 
deBned  case  of  hypoipadia. 

M.  Dupuj'tren  {Jjp>iii  erala)  knew  an 
extraordinary  insUnce  of  this  kind.  A 
person  affected  with  hypospadia  was 
married  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and 
during  all  that  time  was  treated  ai  a 
female.  Sexual  intercourse  was  regu- 
Inrlj  effected  by  the  canal  of  the  ure> 
thraj  nor  was  it  anlil  the  period  jntt 
mentioned  bad  elapsed  that  it  was  dii- 
coTercd — the  individual  wai  a  man  ! 

About  two  years  ago  I  saw  a  person  of 
this  doKripUoD — one  Ooiilich,  a  German, 
who  came  to  exhibit  bimselftu  the  faculty 
in  London.  He  had  Utile  more  of  a  peni* 
than  the  glans,  and  the  icrolum  wai  di- 
vided go  as  to  resemble  labia  :  there  was, 
however,  a  testicle  on  each  side ;  and  the 
general  appearance  was  much  more  that 
of  a  maa  than  of  a  woman.  He  wai  eboat 
35  yeare  of  age,  and  pretended  lo  bare 
strong  sexual  propensitie!'-yin-  tka  male: 

2.  AlmoniialdivtlaFinrMl^lhiftmaU.—W» 
have  next  to  considrr  what  are  the  eircam- 
stances  and  external  cbaraclen  of  slruc- 
tare  which  may  render  a  female  liable  to 
he  coDfouniied  with  the  male  sex. 

In  the  first  place,  the  clitoris  may  be 
excessive  in  its  dimeosioni,  when  it  will 
reseinhle  an  imperforate  penia. 


Fig.  S.—Abiicrmat  Snuat  DevelopiBt 


a  FiBuU  Infanl 


Here  ia  the  represenlat  on  of  an  en  semblance  o  the  peals  of  a  male  cbildaof 

larged    dltuils    in    a    child    that  lived  the  same  age,  except   that  the   prepuca 

ntany  weeks.    It  was  not  till  after  death  doe*  not  completely  cover  the  gians.     At 

that  the  mistake  was  diacovered :  Ibe  in-  the  extremity  of  the  giant  there  is  a  sul. 

fant  having  been  baptized  as  a  boy.    The  ^ 

ntema   (C   C\    by   which   the   prepara-  , 


DuDl  of  Ihli  perun,  oril^u 
>l  fur  IBBi,  tc 


argil  Ufdinl  u 
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CDS,  but  it  tenninates  in  a  cul-de-tac,  and  on  the  left :  yet,  after  all,  was  neitber  per- 

do«8  not  furm  the  entrance  of  the  urethra*,  fectly  male  nor  fimale. 

In  the  next  place,  the  general  appear-        But  in  general  there  will  be  found  to  be 

ance  of  the  person  may  be  more  or  less  more  or  less  of  the  predominance  of  one 

masculine ;   as  in    a    case    obserFcd    by  iex.    If  the  male  characteristics  are  more 

Beclard,  where  the  resemblance  in  stmc-  strongly  marked  than  those  of  the  female, 

ture  went  so  far  as  that  the  urethra  ran  the   indifidual    is    termed    andrmucm : 

for  some  distance  along  the  lower  surface  if  the  reverse,  eynandrous.    And  I  oelieve 

of  the  clitoris;  rather  a  rare  variety.  This  it  will  be  found  that  all  the  well-authenti- 

Serson,  however,  (her  name  was  Marie-  cated  cases  on  record  may  be  reduced  to 

ladeleine  Lefort)  had  a  decided  vagina,  one  or  other  of  these  varieties, 
menstruated,  and  moreover  bad  the  sexual         Professor  Mayer,  of  Bonn,  has  lately 

desires  of  a  female.  had  the  opportunity  of  solving  a  problem 

In   cases   where  females  labour  under  which    interested    the    physiologists    of 

that  distressing  malformation,  ecstrophia  Europe  forupwards  of  thirtv  years.  He  has 

(<(  and  <rr^c^ciy)->the  bladder  turned  out-  removed  the  veil  which  so  long  hung  over 

vardst  opening,  in  fact,  on  the  abdomen,  the  mysterious  case  of  the  **  hermaphro- 

or  at  least  above  the  symphysis  pubis — the  ditc   Durrge,"   or  Detrier,      This  person 

cervix  uteri  may  be  thrust  forward  out  of  was  a  Pnissian,  was  christened  as  a  fe- 

Xpe  vulva,  and  present  the  appearance  of  a  male,  but  considerable  doubts  about  her 

male  organ.    A   portion  of  the  intestine  real  sex  were  entertained   after   faaTing 

also  has  been  known,  under  the  same  cir-  reached  the  period  of  puberty.    Durr^ 

cumstances,  to  protrude  above  the  pubis,  travelled  a  good  deal  between  the  age  of 

and  to  put  on  a  similar  appearance.  twenty  and  forty,  and  was  inspected  by 

A  prolapsed  uterus,  congenital  or  acci-  most  of  the  tavara  in  Crermany,  France, 

dental,  mov  sometimes  simulate  the  male  and  England.    Opinions  were  greatly  di- 

organ.      Tliis  was  the  case  with  a  French  Tided.    Hnfdand  pronounced  the  prevail- 

woman,  who  exhibited  herself  and  pre-  ingsexual  character  to  be  feminine  $OsiaB- 

tended  so  be  as  much  a  man  as  a  woman  ;  der  considered  it  to  be  male ;   while  Gall 

but  Saviard   succeeded  in   restoring  the  affirmed  that  it  was  decidedly  feminine, 

womb  to  its  place.    Sir  Everard  Home  **  The  so-named  Carl  Derrier,"  said  Gall, 

mentions  an  instance  of   the  protruded  ^ouffht,  if  called  after  his  sex,  to  be  named 

cervix,  in  which  the  investing  membrane,  Caroline  Derrier.     The  structure  of  the 

from  long  exposure  to  the  air,  had  assumed  bead  is  that  of  a  woman,  long  from  before 

the  external  character  of  the  penis.  backward ;  the  forehead  low  and  small. 

S.  Miiture  of  tht  male  and  female  organs. —  Although    he  is   now   thirty-seven  years 

But  beside  the  malformation  in  either  sex,  old,  [this  was  in  1817,]  he  has  no  beard, 

just  now'  described,  there  are  undoubted  and  his  voice  is  that  of  an  elderly  wnman. 

instances  on  record  of  the  parts  of  the  two  His  larynx  is  small ;  the  arms  and  knees 

sexes  being  in  some  measure  mixed,  in  one  are  bent  inwards,  as  in  the  female  sex; 

and  the  same  individual.    These  are  the  the  breasts  are  larger,  in  proportion  to  his 

cases  which  serve  to  support  the  vulgar  size,  than  woald  be  consistent  with  the 

notion  of  development    of  a  man.    The  hips  are 

Hermaphrodites.  those  of  a  woman :  ia  short,  the  stroc- 

Such  a  being,  however,  as  a  true  henna-  \^  and  proportion  of  the  whole  bodj 

phrodite  -  that  is  to  say,  a  person  ca.  ^^'?^}  tj»«  ^o^an-  The  enUrged  cHtons 

pable    of  impregnating    and    of   being  *•  ~>*  J>J»^f  ^J^r  a  scrotum,  so  that  it 

impregnated --.has  ne?er  yet  been  di£  cannot  be  ^led  the  penis  of  a  man ;  it  is 

covered  among  the  hnman  race.    When-  plwed  rather  between  the  labia,  as  in  Ae 

ever    there   is    found    a  combination  of  »»*leofi^ns The  organ  which  be 

this  sort  in  an  individual  of  our  species,  it  P^^ses  does  not,  as  in  man,  anse  behind 

generally  happens  that  the  organs  of  nei-  **«  *"^^  «^  the  pubis,  which  alone  would 

ther  sex  are  complete— that  the  person  is  "^^  ^°  show  that  he  is  not  a  hypmpadian, 

nnprolific ;  at  all  events,  that  at  least  one  !*  J'^   Parfiian  faculty  have  supposed, 

set  of  the  sexual   apparatus  is   whoUy  Whether  or  not  he  posseyes  a  womb,  can. 

Inert  "^  ^  decided  till  after  death." 

^There  is  a  case  narrated  by  Maret,  in  ,   ?""»^  ^^  a°  ingenious  person:  be 

tfie  Mem.  de  I'Acad.  de  Dijon,  tome  ii.,  ^^  ^«^^  ^^f  ^  of  modelling  m  vw, 

which  has  been  much  quoted-it  is  that  ""^    V^^^\^    ^^^^  excellent    sped- 

of   Hubert- Jean  Pierre,  a  person    aged  "«"•  ^°'  ^jfSS*  museums.    In  hw  fbr- 

seventeen,  who  was  female  in  the  upper  "«*  J^  Q*?^S"1  »*^"<^.  •*   "?""l 

part  of  the  body,  and  male  in  the  lower ;  w"*®"  he  obtained  the  appointment  of 

female,  again,  on  the  right  side,  and  male  ''^^•pener  and  injector  to  the  anato- 

^      ' !2 '  mical  Museum.    He  died  of  apoplexy,  in 

•  RuMbothsm }  lIsmcAL  Oax.  voi.xiii.  W4.  March,  1835,  being  then  55  years  old. 
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For  the  Last  fifMen  jtwn  of  liU  lifb,  h»  six.    It  terminates  in  %  sort  of  spongy 

bad  been  under  the  immediate  ob8er?atio|i  tissue,  from  fuur  to  six  lines  in  length, 

of  Profeesor  Mayer ;   so  that  this  gentle-  which  is,  in  fact,  the  closed  orifice  of  the 

man  bad  ample  opportunity  of  noting  both  uterus.    This  orffan,  though  lying  between 

the  moral  and  physical  peculiarities  of  the.  the  bladder  and  rectum,  it  rather  turned 

caae.  From  the  account  given  by  the  Pro-  towards  the  left  side;   it  measures  two 

femor,inih9Woehtttsekryifurdiegetufnmte  inches  three   lines  in  length,  but  is  very 

lUiOmndef  of  Berlin*,  I  shall  make  a  few  narrow  in  proportion.     The  cervix  and 

extracts.  fundus  may  be  distinguished.    The  cavity 

"  He  always  carried  himself  as  a  man,  of  the  uterus    very    smuU,  scarcely  adU 

probably  through  vanity  -,  and  showed  an  mittin?  a  larae  quill,  widening,  however, 

inclination  to   females,  but  without  any  towards  the  lunaus.     Both  the  fi^lopiau 

decided  impulse  which  would  make  his  tubes  open  regularly  into  the  womb — the 

prevailing  sex  more  certain.    His  charac-  left  an  inch  shorter  than  the  right :  their 

ter  was  a  mixture  of  manly  and  woman*  canal  very  narrow,  but  perfect.    Upon  the 

ish  qualities.    For  his  sinall  ffrowth,  he  right  side,  close  to  the  abdomindl  end  of 

possessed  unusual  courage  and  muscular  the  falh)pian  tube,  there  is  a  small  flat 

strength;   he  exhibited  also  a  good  dea^  oval  body,  about  the  size  of  an  almond, 

of  m^anical  dexterity.  His  voice,  though  and  corresponding  in  structure  to  a  testi- 

it  grew   stronger  and  deeper   with    age,  cle.     On  the  left  side,  however,  a  small 

was   but   shrill    and  weak  ;    his   beard  body  similarly  placed,  exhibitca  traces  of 

grew  tparingly,  and  ail  his  hair  fell  off,  the  texture  of  an  ovary.'' 

excepting  a  few  long  ones  on  the  back  The  Professor's  opinion,  in  conclusion, 

of  his  head.    His  head  and  countenance  is,  that  this  was  an  instance  of  a  mixture 

were  those  of  an  old  woman,  anil  with  of  the  sexes—'*  that  there  was  a  union 

these  corresponded  the  want  of  teeth,  the  of    the '  male    and    female    characteris. 

short  neck,  the  breast,  so  abundantly  sup.  tics  in   the  development  of  the  indivi- 

plied  with   fat,  and  the  position  of  the  dual.     The  principal  male  peculiarities 

arms  and  feet.     In  his  twentieth    year  in  Durrg^    were    the    withered  testicle, 

there  was  a  discharge  of  blood  from  the  the  penis,  and  the  prostate  gland;  while 

genital     organs,    repeated    three    timea  on    the    other   hand,    the    uterus,    the 

Siuee   then  there  had  been  no  trace  of  it,  vagina,  the  fallopian  tubes,  and  the  ova- 

but  he  has  frequently  had  discharge  of  riumlike  body  found  on  the  left  side,  all 

blood  from  the  nose.        •        •        •        *  bespeak  the  woman." 

His    bodv  was    folly    developed    in    his  31.  Bouiliaudh  case. — About  three  years 

thirteenth  year :  he  was  five  feet  in  height,  ago  M.  Bouillaud  read  before  the  Paris 

•     •    *      In  his  thirty-eighth  ye^  he  be-  Academy  of  Medicine  a  curious  account  of 

came  fat,  and  bis  voice  grew  stronger  and  what  he  called  *'  a  new  and  singular  va- 

deeper.    He  was  generally  healthy  and  riety  of  hermaphrodism."    It  was  the  case 

active.    But  in  the  last  three  tears  of  bis  of  an  individual  who  died  of  cholera  in 

life,  his  memory,  whidi  had  been  always  La  Pi  tie,  and  whose  body,  on  examination 

^m  good,  failecf  him :  he  became  altered,  after  death,  exhibited  very  anomalous  ap* 

and  gave  up  his  wax  embossing.      His  pearances.     Nothing  more  was  known  of 

death  occurred  rather  suddenly."  the  person  but  that  he  was  a  widower,  62 

I  shall  pass  over  most  of  tiie  details  of  years  of  age,  a  dram-drinker,  a  hatter  by 
the  anatomical  inspection :  bat  some  pas.  trade,  and  Valmont  by  name.  He  had  no 
sages  relating  to  the  genital  organs  in  par*  relations  or  friends,  nor  could  anything  be 
ticular,  cannot  be  omitted.  **  The  mons  gathered  as  to  his  habits  of  life,  propensi- 
veneris  is  slishtly  arched,  and  but  scantily  ties,  manners,  or  intellectual  capacity :  "  as 
provided  with  hair.  The  length  of  the  penis  if  nature,"  says  M.  Bouillaud,  *'  were  in 
to  the  corona  glandis  is  two  inches :  the  some  sort  ashamed  to  reveal  the  mystery 
gians  measures  nine  lines.  The  corpora  of  so  strange  an  aberration." 
cavernosa  are  moderately  developed,  be-  The  condition  of  the  genital  organs  will 
ing  eight  lines  in  perpendicular  cuameter,  be  readily  understood  from  the  figures  here 
and  four  transverse;  separated,  too,  by  a  displayed.  But  first  let  us  describe  the  ex- 
septum.  But  there  is  no  corpus  spongio-  terior.  In  the  region  of  the  sexual  parts 
sum.  The  urethra,  constituting  a  sort  of  there  was  a  penis  of  moderate  size,  termi  - 
semi-canal  by  folds  continued  from  the  nated  by  a  well- formed  glans  and  prepuce. 
labia,  at  its  commencement  about  the  root  The  opening,  however,  of  the  urethra  was 
of  the  penis,  issurrounded  by  the  prostate  not  exactly  at  the  summit,  bat  a  little  below 
gland,  which  body  is  decidedly  firm,  the  usual  situation.  The  scrotum  small, 
though  not  very  thick.  The  length  of  the  commencing  as  high  up  as  the  prepuce, 
vagina  is  two  inehes  and  eight  lines ;  its  and  divided  symmetrictdly  by  a  raphe ; 
width  anteriorly  ten  lines,  and  posteriorly  hut  no  testicles  contained  within.  The  mous 
■       r-r- Teneris  was  rather  round  and  plump.     In 

•  See  aboMsDicAL  Gas.  toI,  xyiii.  p.  217.  thepelvis  were  two  ovaries  (1 1  and  U,fig.  9.), 
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■imllar  to  thou  of  a  ^rl  of  Brteen  or  lii. 
teen  jean  or  •gw.  H.  Boalllud,howe>*r, 
contend*  that  tbe  textara  of  tbtm  bodiei 
wss  inlermedialc  between  that  of  oTaric* 
■nd  testklea— ratbrr  fibroai  than  TCtica- 
(ar.  The  Dteru*{10)  in  iU  aiual  place, 
opening  into  «  vagina  (B),  abont  two 
incbes  long;  this  pauan  contncti  ()j) 
•bout  tbe  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  ran 
Into  tbe  aretbnu  A  ref[n I arl; -formed 
protlate  gland  (3,  3,  In  6g.  10)  is  obierved 
aboQt  the  cummeDcement  of  tbe  uretbrs. 
No  ejacalatorj  ducti  could  be  obwrred ; 
and,  like  the  ttiticles,  the  Tcncnlie  fcnii- 
nale>  and  fasa  deferentta  are  wanting. 
"  No  eKiemal  female  ornans." 

Other  charact«ri sties  noted  in  thi«  re- 
markable perHiii  were,  that  tbe  italure  wai 
thort,  Ibfl  bod;  plump,  the  hands  and  feci 
imall,  tbe  pelvis  sliallon,  and  wider  thai 
is  Dsual  in  man ;  the  mammair  glands 
mnch  deteloped,  and  the  nipple  of  tba 
commiia  aize  in  bealtbj  remalei. 

M.  Bouillaud  thinks  that  tbii  individual 

between  man  and  woman, — a  real  berina- 
phrodite,  however  incoinpleto.  But  I 
should  be  stroarly  disposed  to  differ  from 
him — the  female  oi^ans  being  so  verj'  pre- 
domiuanl  throughout,  and  those  attribut- 
able to  the  male  so  rerj  open  to  qneition. 
In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  donhtrul 
testes,  and  the  prostate  (which  some  re- 
cent anatomists  do  not  consider  as  exclu' 
alvelj  peculiar  to  the  male),  all  the  rest 
were  the  parts  of  a  female  abnurmallj  de. 
Teloped,  or  of  a  gynarulroHi  indiridaal. 
If  we  only  imagine  the  clitoris  large, 
the  urethra  carried  along  it  tu  the  glans, 
and  the  labia  closed  hy  a  rapfa^,  we 
come  rerj  near  a  similar  eonrurmallon. 
I  have  mentioned  tbe  case,  faoweier,  under 
the  bead  of  mixed  development,  parll; 
throDffb  deference  to  the  authorilj  of  H. 
BoBillaud,  and  partly  because  the  external 
appearances  were  so  equivocal ;  for  Val- 
monl,  during  life,  must  have  greatly 
puzzled  a  medical  jurist,  bad  he  been  snb- 
mitted  for  personal  Inspection. 

Dr.  Handy'i  aue.— There  is  not,  perhaps, 
any  case  on  record,  more  nearly  appmach- 
jng  the  state  of  gcnniae  bcruiaplirodism, 
than  that  described  by  Dr.  Handy,  in  tbe 
New  York  Medical  Rcpoiitoiy.  This 
genlleiaansaw,at  Lisbon,  a  peiwn  twenty- 
eight  yuan  of  age,  of  a  maicaline  and 
dark  aspect,  famished  with  some  beard, 
but  having  the  larynx,  i 

of  both  u 

male  were  well  pro  portioned,  and  appaient. 
ly  complete,  with  the  exception  of  the 
urethra,  which  seemed  to  terminate  at 
abont  a  third  of  ita  length.  The  female 
organs  were  well  formed,  save  that  tbe  liJiis 
seemed  smaller  than  natural.    The  thighs 

«ere  not  large :  nor  were  tbe  hips  broad. 

rUs  peraon  memtnuilcd  rtgularly,  and 


CONCEALED  BEX.  137 

wmi  twice  with  ehild,  misoAn^ing  on  both  would  be  to  give  a  formal  notice  of  the 

oocaeionf  —  once  in  the  third,  and  the  dubious  nature  of  the  case,  and  to  take 

fecoAd  time  in  the  fifth  month.  time — years,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  be 

It  would  hare  been  well  in  this  case  able  to  observe  the  progressive  develop, 

to  have  ascertained,  had  there  been  an  ment  of  the  physical  and  moral  charac- 

opportunity,  the  condition  of  the  tn<0nui/  teri sties  :   this  we  should  deliberately  do, 

genital  organs.    Externally,  nature  seems  rather   than  hazard  any  opinion  which 

to  ha?^  gone  to  the  furthest  limit  which  snbseouent  facts  may  stultifv. 
ibe    ever  allows  herself  in  varying  the         5.  No  attention  ought  to  oe  paid  to  the 

ftmcture  of  the  human  being ;   and  had  declarations  of  the  individual  nimself,  or 

we    merely  been  permitted  a  casual  in-  of  persons  who  have  ties  of  relatioDship 

spection,  without  a  histoiy  of  the  person,  with  him :  at  all  events  it  will  be  neces- 

particularly  with  reference  to  the  men-  sary  to  weigh  well  such  declarations,  in 

Btraal  function  and  the  pregnancies,  we  order  that  we  may  form  a  correct  judg- 

migfat  probably  have  been  much  at  a  loss  ment  of  the  possible  motives  by  which 

in  giving  an  opinion.  they  may  be  dictated. 

Praetical  ruUt. — This  suggests  the  impor-        I^gal  distinction  retpecting  hermaphrodites.-^ 

tance  of  having  some  practical  rules  where-  Let  it  not  be  supposed  fbr  a  moment  that 

by  we  may  be  g^ded  in  our  investigation  the  subject  of  hermaphrodites  is  one  of 

of  such  cases.  merely  physiological  interest,  or  of  only 

When  the  person  to  be  examined  is  mere-  a  speculative  value  to  the  medical  jurist. 
ly  a  hypospadian,  or  has  the  male  organs  As  medical  men  professing  to  be  ac* 
malformed  in  the  superficial  resemblance  quainted  with  the  proper  objects  of  Fo- 
of  those  of  the  female, — also  where  the  rensic  medicine,  we  may  be  called  on 
individual  presents  an  enlarjged  clitoris,  or  in  the  courts,  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  to 
other  malformation  of  the  female  at  first  give  our  opinion  regarding  the  true 
tight  simulating  the  male  parts, — in  such  sex  of  a  reputed  hermaphrodite.  The  law, 
cases  there  cannot  be  a  great  deal  of  dif-  in  fact,  recognises  the  existence  of  such 
ficulty  if  we  only  use  ordinary  care  in  beings,  and  it  is  expressly  stated  by 
making  our  inspection.  But  when  the  the  highest  legal  authority  (Coke,  Little- 
organs  are  obviously  mixed,  much  em-  ton), — "  An  hermaphrodite^  which  is  also 
barrassment  may  be  experienced.  The  called  androgynus,  shall  be  heire,  either  as 
following  are  the  practical  precepts  given  male  or  female,  according  to  that  kind  of 
by  M.  Marc,  and  recommended  by  Orfila: —  the  sexe  which  doth  prevaile.    Hermuphro* 

1.  The  examination  of  all  the  external  dita  tarn  musculo  quamfeminep  comparatur,  $e- 
orvans  must  be  performed  with  exacti-  eundum  prevaleirentiam  sex&s  incalescentis. 
tude  and  caution  :  every  opening  is  to  be  And  accordingly  it  ought  to  be  baptized." 
founded,  to  ascertain  its  depth  and  direc-  Such  is  the  view  taken  by  lawyers  of 
tion — taking  care  to  use  no  force.  the  subject :  but  we  see  how  far  from  being 

2.  The  whole  exterior  of  the  body  must  satisfactory  it  is;  "  according  to  the  sexe 
be  inspected,  with  a  view  to  determine  the  that  doth  prevaile  ;" — why  this  is  the  very 
prerailing  character,  and  hence  the  pro-  point  at  issue-^it  comprehends  the  whole 
bable  sex.  This,  however,  will  often  re-  matter  of  inquiry,  leaving  it  abundantly 
qoire  time:  we  cannot  immediately  be  open  to  the  discussion  of  the  medical  jurist* 
come  acquainted  with  the  tastes,  habits, 

and  propensities  of  the  individoal  under  concealed  sex. 

examination ;  and  care  must  be  taken  in        I  have  given  several  instances,  in  the 

this  respect  not  to  confound  the  habits  course  of  this  lecture,  of  the  sex  being 

which  may  have  originated  in  the  arti-  mistaken  —  particularly    in    the  cases  of 

ficial  position  held  by  the  party  in  society  Derrier,    Marie-Marguerite,  and    others. 

for  those  that  result  firom  organic  stmc-  I  should  leave  the  subject  incomplete  were 

tore  or  development.  I  to  omit  noticing  that  there  are  instances 

3.  Ascertain  whether  from  wiy omening,  also  in  which  the  medical  jurist  may 
especially  about  the  sexual  parts,  tnere  be  have  to  consider  the  question  of  concealed 
any  periodieal  sexual  discharge,— a  circum-  sex.  But  a  very  few  words  will  suffice  for 
stance  of  great  importance,  and  which  the  purpose.  There  can  be  no  difficulty 
wiU  be  of  itself  almost  decisive  as  to  the  when  the  examiner  has  a  fair  opportunity 
feminine  nature  of  the  person  examined.  of  making  ^e  requisite  inspection.    Ai- 

4.  When  the  individual  submitted  to  most  all  the  extraordinary  examples  of 
our  scrutiny  is  very  young — suppose  a  concealed  sex  on  record,  have  been  cases 
new-born  child  with  irregular  sexual  in  which  a  personal  examination  has  been 
oigans— nothing  is  more  likely  to  mislead  carefully  avoided.  The  person  named 
than  precipitation.  We  must  avoid  haste  Lavinia  Edwards,  a  man  of  abominable 
-bf  all  means.      Perhaps  the  utmost  we  character,  who,  for  some  years,  used  to 

or  oqght  to  do,  in  the  first  instance,  dress  as  a  female,  is  said  to  have  dec'eited 
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him ;  nor  was  the  real  state  of  the  ease  as* 

certained  till  after  his  death.    Atthecoro-  Br  D.  Griffin,  M.D. 

ner's  ioqaest  on  the  body  (in  January, 

1833),  some  of  the  most  revolting  dlscio-  ^— - 

sores  took  place.  rr      i       i  How  are  we  to  distinguish  stmp- 

Some  cunous  instances  of  female  sailors  _^^  ^_,^  „_^^  .f>./^taA^»r^ 

—young  women  putUnff  on  male  attire,  tomatic  from  idiopathic 

going  to  sea,  and  remaining  for  months  intermittent  . 

undiscovered  by  their  messmates,  have  of  [Condadcd  from  p.  106.] 

late  excited  a  good  deal  of  public  atten-  .... 

tion.    There  have  been  also  some  extraor- 

dinary  cases  of  women- husbands.  In  Jan.  It  seems  evident,  that  nothiDg  but  a 
1829,  there  was  an  inquest  held  in  one  of  ?ery  clear  understandiugf  of  the  real 
the  Borough  hospitals,  on  a  person  of  the  nature  of  the  affection,  and  that  at  an 
name  of  James  Allen,  aged  42,  a  sawyer,  early  period  of  the  Ulnesa,  would  have 
who  was  killed  by  accident  while  at  work.  ^^^^  j^g  patient  in  the  firet  of  these 
^^"l  ^IT  ''*".i  r*"-^^'^^  '^^"»**«'  caaes.  It  may  perhaps  appear  that  ai 
!^t'w1fr^re"vl^^^^^^^^  S«  ^r  the  a^bsU^^as  \  opened, 
she  was  an  industrious  hard-working  wo-  ^«  trephine  ought  to  have  been  used, 
man,  deplored  greatly  the  loss  of  her  bus-  «*"*  »  ™ore  free  opening  given  to  the 
band,  and  protested  that  she  was  not  matter ;  but,  independent  of  objectiona 
aware  of  his  being  of  the  same  sex  as  on  anatomical  grounds,  arising  from  a 
herself— though  she  had  her  huspitions  of  consideration  of  the  parts  among  which 
his  virilitv.  the  suppurating  portion  of  the  brain 
The  Chevalier  d'Eon  was  another  re-  was  situated,  it  must  be  remembered 
markable  example  of  concealed  sex.  He  that  the  bone  had  become  carious.  The 
had  changed  from  male  to  female,  and  matter  had  worked  its  way  through  it, 
from  female  to  male  attire,  seveiul  times  and  on  opening  the  abscew  had  flowed 
during  his  life  and  mainUined  a  high  dc  ^„^  freely  with  all  the  relief  that  could 
gree  of  respectability  in  both  character.  ^  expected  from  any  operation. 
Bets  to  a  large  amount  were  laid  as  to  his  •'^j^'^k^^*^**."""*  «"/ "FV«"""' 
real  sex,  and  even  lawsuits  were  instituted  ,  ^^ ,««  \*"*S  S*^*  *iJ  ^®  woman  had 
upon  the  issue.  It  was  not  till  his  death,  been  largely  bled  on  the  first  moment  of 
which  happened  in  1810,  at  the  age  of  82,  ber  applying  at  the  dispensary,  and 
that  the  mystery  was  revealed :  it  was  then  other  active  measures  adopted,  the 
ascertainecl  that  the  Chevalier  was  really  suppuration  of  the  parts  would  perhaps 
a  man,  and  not  distinguished  by  anv  her.  have  been  preventea.  When  I  saw  her 
maphroditical  peculiarity.  I  have  lately  on  her  bed,  and  aseerUined  the  real 
seen  an  excellent  portrait  of  him  in  female  nature  of  the  attack  a  few  days  after- 
attire  j  he  had  handsome  features,  and  ^ards,  I  believe  that  to  a  cerUm  extent 
made  a  ▼f 7  good  "object  for  the  artist.  jj  jj^j  already  taken  place,  and  that  all 

vZ^'^Z'lzli^ul^^Jfl^^^  «^«n<^ies  were  uselel«.  My  brother 
very  amusng  account  ornDoct^  Young,  mentioned  to  me  that  he  visited  a  boj 
who  practised  physic  about  the  beginning  "y  .,  "^"  •*'  ""^  *"»*  "J  twiwu  »  wj 
ofthe  last  centulnr,  in  London.  The  Doctor  aimilarly  affected.  He  found  himm  a 
was  a  woman  who  dressed  as  a  man ;  was  ^^bair,  banging  over  the  fire,  with  hw 
twice  married  and  had  children,  himself  bead  resting  on  his  hand ;  he  bad  a 
and  his  wife  being  occasionally  confined  dull,  depressed  look;  the  iris  was  slug- 
about  the  same  time.  The  paper  is  attri-  gish  in  its  movements,  and  somewhat 
buted  to  Addison,  and  has  all  the  air  of  dilated,  and  he  complained  of  dreadful 
being  an  authentic  narrative.  headache,  which  had  commenced  by 
But  in  all  these  instances  there  have  been  pain  in  the  ear  a  few  days  before.  Hfe 
wcrecy,  and  more  or  less  of  mystery.  The  ^as  immediately  bled  and  leeched,  got 
first  step  of  the  medical  junst  would,  of  j^j^^  puigativw  with  UrUrized  a^ti- 
course,  be  to  reojove  obsirucUons  to  the  ^^  y^^  j^j  ^^  ^^^  ^ 
nght  comprehending  of  the  matter  in  m.  /'  «"""«"  fu  1  •"*  ^  ^yr 
question;  and  probSbly  this  is  all  that  ?4^'*^*  He  neverthdess  went  on  from 
would  be  rcquirwi.  Should  there  be  any  ^^  ^  worse,  and  died  m  eight  or  ten 
ambiguity  in  the  case,  arising  ftom  sexual  days,  like  the  others,  comatose  and 
malformation,  or  mixture  of  tiie  essential  paralytic. 

characters,  it  would  then  be  necessary  to        With  regard  to  the  diagnosit,  as  it 

apply  the  principles  already  laid  down.  refers  to  iutermittents,  more  may  gene- 

rally  be  gained  by  taking  notice  vh^ 


DR.  6B1FFI1I*8  MEDICAL  PROBLEMS.  139 

« 
tiler  the  gymptoaw  eorrespoiid  in  every  ^re^t  resemblance  between  two  afleo- 
particnlar  with  the  apparent  disease,  tions  that  are  in  other  respects  so  dis- 
than  hj  other  means.  Thus,  for  in-  similar,  but  the  difficultj  will  not  per- 
stanoe,  if  it  is  observed  that  the  paroz-  haps  coutinue,  if  we  paj  attention  to 
Tsms  are  in  anj  degree  irregular,  it  will  the  following  circumstances  :— 
lead  to  suspicion,  because  the  irregular  When  the  symptoms  of  diseases, 
and  complicated  intermittenta  are  not  so  which  are  very  different  in  their  nature, 
numerous  as  those  in  which  the  parox-  l>car  any  resemblance  to  each  other,  it 
vsma  return  at  regular  periods.  If  there  sometimes  happens,  from  the  g^at  dif- 
be,  besides  this, a  fixed  pain  in  any  part  ference  there  is  in  the  diseases  which 
of  the  bead,  with  restlessness,  want  of  produce  them,  that  the  symptoms  them- 
sleep,  complete  loss  of  appetite,  and  selves  are  supposed  to  be  also  in  their 
constant  whiteness  of  tongue,  it  be-  nature  dissimilar.  We  are  apt  to  associ- 
comes  still  more  probable,  however  per-  Ate  them  with  the  causes  from  which  we 
feet  the  remissions,  that  the  symptoms  think  they  arise,  and  to  imagine  a  dif- 
are  dependent  on  disease  within  the  ference  in  the  former,  because  there  is 
head ;  and  if  with  these  circumstances  one  in  the  latter.  This  association,  how^ 
there  is  observed  such  a  state  of  coun-  ever,  is  very  mischievous  in  medicii 
tenance  as  we  have  described,  the  nature  practice,  and  we  should  ever  be  watch- 
of  the  case  can  no  longer  admit  of  ful  not  to  be  misled  by  it.  In  a  science 
question.  surrounded  with  so  much  obscurity  as 
There  were  two  veiy  remarkable  cir-  that  of  medicine,  it  ought  to  be  our 
cnmstanees  in  these  cases;  one  of  them  constant  effort  to  form  habits  of  analyz- 
I  have  partially  alluded  to,  and  the  ipg  the  process  by  which  we  have  ar- 
other  I  have  until  now  omitted  to  notice,  rived  at  ttie  opinions  we  find  ourselves 
The  first  was  the  close  resemblance  the  to  hold  ;  to  observe  whether  they  are 
paroxysms  which  occurred  in  them  bore  founded  in  reason  or  probability,  and  to 
to  those  of  regular  intermittent,  and  the  be  ever  on  our  guard  against  that  not 
second,  their  having  been  relieved  by  unnatural,  but  most  delusive  principle 
the  bark  and  sulphate  of  quinine.  With  of  assimilation,  which  makes  us  jump 
regard  to  the  former  of  these  circum-  *t  conclusions  almost  without  our  con- 
stances,  it  is  necessary  to  mention,  that  sciousness,  and  which,  in  circumstances 
the  paroxysms  came  on  for  some  time  like  these  especially,  has  a  strong  ten- 
in  both  of  the  cases  with  considerable  dency  to  lead  us  astray.  We  ought,  in 
regnlaritjr.  There  was  also  a  great  short,  always  to  take  care  to  distinguish 
likeness  in  the  circumstances  of  the  the  symptoms  which  are  the  facts  of  the 
paroxysm ;  each  fit  was  not  merely  an  case  from  the  causes  of  them,  which  are 
attack  of  shivering  rigor,  such  as  almost  always  matter  of  opinion  that 
f>ccur8  commonly  as  a  symptom  of  the  may  be  well  or  ill  founded,  and  re- 
formation of  matter  in  internal  parts,  member  that  the  causes  being  unlike 
and  which  goes  off  after  a  few  minutes;  does  not  necessarily  make  the  symp- 
each  attack  was  be^n  by  a  long-con-  toms  different.  The  contrary  conclusion, 
tinned  and  severe  ngor,  which  was  fol-  if  adopted,  would  tend  to  puzzle  us  in 
lowed  by  a  regular  hot  stage  that  the  commonest  cases,  and  would  make 
lasted  some  time,  and  ended  in  profuse  the  consideration  of  all  obscure  ones 
perspiration,  hrin^ng  with  it  for  the  exceedingly  difficult;  but  more  than 
time  all  the  relief  that  would  have  all  this,  it  is  not  borne  out  by  facts. 
occurred  in  regular  intermittent ;  and  For  independent  of  the  proofs  of  Uiis 
this  is  another  circumstance  in  which  that  mij^ht  be  drawn  from  a  considera- 
the  resemblance  to  these  diseases  was  tion  or  other  affections,  intermittent 
extremely  striking.  The  intermission  fever  itself  is  seen  in  connexion  with  a 
was  usually  as  perfect  as  it  would  have  variety  of  causes,  and  though  the  in- 
been  in  any  one  of  them.  The  face  fluence  of  marsh  affluvia  is  perhaps  the 
was  p«le^  the  pulse  ato,  the  thirst  gone,  most  frequent  one,  *  it  often  occurs  in 
The  .patient  complained  hut  little,  and  situations  where  the  existence  of  this 


rigmrs  had  completely  set  in,  the  appe-    says  ^_ 

tite  never  retunied  in  the  intervals.  from  worms,  which  was  not  in  the  least 

It  appears  difficult  to  account  for  this    relieved  by  the  baric,  but  by  destroying 
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the  worms  they  were  cured."    *'  We  from  internal  suppuration  bare  oAen 

have  in  like  manner,"  he  sajs,  '*  agues  been  mistaken  for  those  of  intermittent 

from  many  diseases  of  particular  parts,  fever,    and    treated    accordingly ;    but 

more    especially   from    the    liver    and  surely  it  would  have  been  more  practi- 

spleen,  and   from  an  induration  of  the  cal,  as  they  are  sometimes  capable  of 

mesenteric  glands."     One  of  the  conti-  imitating  them  so  perfectly,  to  point  out 

nental  writers  gives  an  instance  of  an  to   us  some  means  of  making  the  dis- 

intermittent      produced     by     repelled  tinction. 

Jierpes,  and  another  of  one   which  was        The  suppression  of  the  paroxysms  in 

produced  by  suppressed  lochia.  our  two  nrst  cases,  by  quinine,  while 

But  these  paroxysms  are  capable  of  the  disease  which  occasioned  them  went 

being  produced   by  other  causes  also,  on   to  a  termination  uninOuenced    by 

The  application  of  caustic  to  strictures  the  remedy,  shows  that  the  paroxysm 

in  the  urethra,  it  is  well  known,  has  was  merely  a  symptom,  and  not  even 

frequently   brought  them  on,    and    in  an  essential  symptom  of  the  disease ;  it 

some  cases  even  with  the  utmost  seve-  is  of  consequence,  then  (and  this  con- 

jity.    I  remember  Mr.  Kirby's  speaking  elusion  may  be  regarded  as  of  general 

of  a  case  in  which  he  made  use  of  cans-  application),  in  drawing  inferences  fr»m 

tic,  in  which  its  application  was  followed  the  subdual  of  symptoms  by  any  remedy, 

by  paroxysms  so  severe  and  intractable,  to  consider  whether  such  symptoms  are 

that  the  patient  lost  his  life  by  it.     Mr.  essential  or  not,  whether  they  arc  sym- 

Kirby  was  never  an  advocate  for  the  use  pathetic  affections  which   might   exist 

of   caustic   in   such    cases  afterwards,  without  the  local  disease,  or  with  a  very 

which,  though   from  motives  different  dissimilar  one,  or  whether  they  are  ne- 

from  bis,  seems  to  have  been  since  al-  cessary  and  inevitable  attendants  on  it ; 

most  entirely  abandoned.  which  arise,  and  live  and  die  with  it. 

Now  since  no  difference  can  be  shown  I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  long-con- 
in  any  thing  but  the  cause  of  these  tinned  and  obstinate  pain  in  the  bead, 
paroxysms,  it  is  perhaps  too  much  to  after  having  been  relieved  by  solution 
assume  that  they  are  of  a  different  na-  of  arsenic,  was  followed  by  hemiplef^ia; 
tu re  in  all  these  distinct  cases.  Indeed,  another  was  related  to  me,  in  which, 
when  we  consider  the  number  of  agents  after  violent  hectic  with  harassing 
which  are  capable  of  producing  tnem,  cou^h  was  allayed  by  (quinine,  an  ex- 
it is  obvious  that  the  immediate  cause  tensive  tubercular  cavity  appeared  in 
of  these  paroxysms  lies  not  in  any  par*  the^  lungs  after  death ;  and  a  third,  in 
ticular  organic  lesion,  but  has  its  origin  which  a  similar  cough,  after  being  per- 
in  some  disturbance  of  the  nervous  sys-  fectly  appeased  by  quinine,  henbane, 
tem,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  laws  and  cicuta,  was  succeeded  by  baemop- 
which  govern  it  both  in  health  and  dis-  tysis. 

ease.     It  seems  probable,  too,  that  the        The  fjetX  mistake  we  are  apt  to  make 

action  of  the  (so-called)  remote  causes,  about  intermittent  fever,  is  m  the  dis- 

consists  in  producing  the  peculiar  state  position  to  regard  it  as  an   idiopathic 

of  that  system  which  is  always  present  disease,  rather  than  as  a  symptom ;  yet, 

with  these  paroxysms,  and  the  existence  as  the  former,  we  meet  with  it  very  sel- 

of  which  is  indicated  by  them  ;  and  that  dom  in  ague  districts,  while,  as  the  lat- 

the  paroxysms  themselves  have  no  more  ter,  it  falls  under  our  notice  every  day. 

connexion  with  marsh  miasmata,  than  Jt  is  met  with  in  the  form  of  hectic  h- 

they  have  with  any  of  the  other  causes  ver  ;  it  is  met  with  from  irritation  in  the 

which  occasionally  give  rise  to  them,  or  urethra ;  it  is  met  with  in  spinal  irrita- 

than  any  one  symptom  of  any  disease  tion,  in  hysteria,  and  as  an  attendant 

has  with  the  remote  cause  which  pro-  upon  abscesses  in  the  viscera.    It  u,  iji 

duced  such  disease.     This  conjecture  as  Jact,  symptomatic  of  various  diseased 

to  the  identity   of  the  state  which  ex-  conditions,  and  bears  the  same  relation 

ists  in  diseases  so  very  different  in  con-  to  idiopathic  intermittent*  that  eympto- 

nexion   with  these  paroxysms,  seems  to  matic  inflammatory  fever  does  to  the 

be  confirmed  by  the  fact  of  their  having  idiopathic  continued  fever.   The  former 

been  benefited  by  the  bark.    The  reason  may  arise  from  local  inflammation,  from 

why  the  effect  of  the  bark  could  not  be  disordered   bowels,  from  worms,  from 

permanent  is  evident.  nervous  irritation,  &c.    The  latter  is 

We  frequently   see  it  mentioned  in  almost    always    produced     by    marsh   * 

medical  writingps,  that  the   shivcrings  miasma,  or  contagion. 
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In  concliwion,  I  mar  remark  that  the  INDISCRIMINATE   EMPLOYMENT 
dia^osta  of  diseased  conditious  of  the  qP  £I(q.oT  OF  RYE. 

ajrstem,  indicated  b^  paroxysms  of  in- 

tennittent  fever,  deserves    more  consi-  """^ 

deration  than  those  who  have  not  fallen  /^    ,,    jr,,.,    .  ^^  #i- ar-j.*--/ /^       «j 

«pon  Micb  case*  M  I  have  related,  ai«  ^^  **'  ^*""  "f  '*'  ^'^""^  ^"'"'' 
liKeljr  to  bestow  upon  it.    A  close  study  Sir, 

of  it,  with  all  its  doubts  and  difficulties,  The   following^  case,  shewinj?   the   ill 

can  alone  prevent  us  from  confounding  effects  of  ergot  of  rye,  has  recently  come 

a   vcrj    treacherous  and   faUl  disease  under  my  notice.    Perhaps  it  is  of  suffi- 

with   one   that,  in   these  countries    at  cient  impoKance  to  be  made  public,  as 

least,  is  seldom  attended  with  danf^er.  l  am  informed  that  the  exhibition  of  the 

If  the  experienced   practitioner    gives  secale  comutum  is  very  frequent  with 

himself  the  habit  of  regarding  parox-  those  practitioners  who  contract  for  pa- 

jsma  oi  intermittent  fever  as  a  symp-  rochial  attendance. 

torn  sometimes  indicating  a  sUte  immi-        in  the  year  1835,  Mrs.  ,  aged 

nently  hazardous  to  life,  at  other  times  35  years,  was  taken  in  labour  with  her 

by  no  means  so,  his  first  care  will  al-  gixth  child.     A  medical  gentleman  who 

be  to  observe  what  degree  of  evi-  attended  the  poor  of  the  parish  was  sent 

\  there  is  for  the  existence  of  the  for,  but  finding   the  case   proceeding 

dangeroussute  with  which  they  are  glowly,  blamed   them  for  sending  for 

•0 often  found  connected.  In  this  disposi-  faim  go  early.    The  pains  were  natural 

tioB  of  mind,  he  will  seldom  beinclined  to  and  regular.     Nolwithstonding  this,  he 

overlook  any  means  which  the  ciwe  may  grave  her  the  ergot  of  rye,  which  was  fol- 

aflbrd  for  obtaining  an  insight  into  iu  lowed  by  the  most  excruciating  pains, 

real  natnre,  or  to  undervalue  any  testi-  one  of  them  lasting  for  full  two  hours, 

mony  thai  may  be  present  for  the  ex-  Through  the  action  of  the  drug,  the 

iitence  of  the  latter  condition  *. head  was  expelled,  and   remained   in 

•  It  u  sfogiiiar  how  protracud  lonie  of  those  that  position  an   hour,  or  thereabouts. 

or  Ultennliunt  fever  dependent  on  Internal  When  the  body  was  bom,  the  fOBtUS  was 


nppnrsttoonrc.   >f  7  brother  telU  me  be  wa*  late*     j     j  j*J(   ai.  •  «i.^ 

ly  called  to  •««  a  patient  In  consaiution.  who  had    dead ;  nor  did  the  pains  cease  on   tbe 
bees  attacked  with  daUy  pamxytme  of  agae  from     expulsion  of  the  child  ;  they  continued. 


•taacca  la  which  it  eoold  he  at  all  eald  to  differ  quence  of  SUCh  treatment,    Mrs.    

from  regular  qooudian,  wam  that  the  paroxyama  made  her  case  known  to  a  respecUble 

somctlmea»  thouch  rarely,  occurred  twice  In  the  •    1    1  •.      ^        1  _•      i   *  :  *  1 

day.   Tbepatlent  had  no  apparent  complaint  with  inhabitant,   who  promised   tO   assist  her 

which  the  affection  could  be  connected,  when  my  in  obtaining  my  attendance  on  her  then 

i7^i;^.?«L^''.L*~d^if'«„t*!.!;^^rrvT*i«S  expected  confinement. 

•f  cooDlenaoce,  tne  oull  expre««ion  of  eye,  and  t      ,     -»-  1      -  ««>,       ,    .      111 

eacewlTr  debility,  he  had  little  doubt  that  suppa-  Sept.  25th,  1836,  at  4   o'clo.CK,  A.M., 

rstloo  had  Uken  pUce  in  eome  internal  organ.  I      ^gS      sent      for,      and       found      the 

Thrre  waa  no  ioreneaa  of  abdomen,  no  uneaalneta  i-    ..^«     ««„«::    k«j     ^„««««,l      «K«    l.««,l 

to  the  hepatic  region,  there  waa  no  cough;  the  "q"Or     »*""»    "»«     escaped,    the    head 

laags  aounded  well ;  and  the  rcMplration  wac  clear  presented;      the      OS      Uteri      was      not 

!?**K"l!!!!li''J*«?iSf™"IS!?Il^'^*K*i*K^^  fuHy  dilated.     The  pains  regular,  ex- 

k%  he  coald  not  learn  that  there  had  been  any  .       \.  1   1  S  "•  1  .'n 

aymptoma  of  Qterloe  or  other  local  Inflammation,  tending  round   her;   these  continued  till 

and   thrre  appeared  to  be   ao    much   obscurity  7  o'clock.      ThinkillCf   ihev    migrht    last 

aboot  the  caae,  he r.commended  the  continuance  *i,«^^   ^^  r„...«  k^..»<,  T.»««.^-    T    ^«..mA<1 

of  the  quinine,  wine,  and  broth,  which  ahe  had  }nree  or  four  hours  longer,  I   returned 

bcco  already  taking ;  beliering,  on  the  one  hand,  home.      At  8  oVIock   I  was  again  SUm- 

*^ '5*;^. ''fK?  *""•  *''*•"'!"llV^"•n  **•'"*»'  moned;    the  pains  had    changed:    the 

eaae  of  Idiopathic  ague,  and  that  at  all  events  ,       jijj      ■jj-^.i      ^   ^       .i* 

•apirort  waa  requisite;  and, on  tbe  other,  that  if  hcad  had  descended   into  the  hrst  outlet 

the  affection  waa  symptomatic  of  anppuration  In  of  the  pelvis.      I  waited  till  half  past  10 

aonc  ioternal  vlacos.  It  would  under  any  treat-  ^viorlc    fhp  T»ain«  hppnmiticr  vorx^  «;*»ver«» 

meat  prove  fatal.    The  quinine  siippreaited  the  O  C*»CK,  tne  pams  Decomuig  ven   severe 

patoxyam  once  or  twice  for  n  day  only,  when  it  and    powerful  ;    nevertheless,    the    head 

recarred  arain,  and  after  ifngerinrf  for  a  week  or  remained   fixed,  or  in  a  statc   of  arrcSt. 

tea  day  a  longer,  the  woman  died.    On  examina-  rni.  «     •  r  11       I'l    «   j         a 

tWNi.  ibont  four  ounce,  of  matter  were  found  The  OS  Uteri  was  now  fully  dilated,  and 

d  In  tbe  cellular   aubatance,  which  had  I  determined  on  delivery  with  the  for-  * 

i  a  aac  roond  It,  close  behind  the  right  ova-  «  „,     which  was  acromnlished    but  not 

rcatlog  ontheaacrom:  the  fallopian  tnbea  *^^Pf»   W>cn  was  accompiisnea,  OUC  lioi 

~    that  and  the  opposite  side  were  fnU  of  Without  great  compression  of  the  head, 

there  araa  about  an  ounce  of  It  In  the  and  much  traction.     As  in  the   former 


m   ef  tbe  oteruB,  which  waa  all  through  •      «   _  •      ^t.     1   ^^        .1.     r    « 

with  a  black,  pmgrenons  looking  .lougl.  instance,  SO  in  the  latter,  the  foetus  was 

«aa  eaae  of  ague.  nndiatinguUhable  from  of  an  unusually  large  size,  certainly  as 

_  n»''.SJiS5'°.^""iK'JpV^^^^^^  J-^*.  if  »»t  W^  than  a«y.  1  W 

DmU.Jmrm.Med.S9itMee.  Seen,  alter  hafing  practised  miaNVueT^ 
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nearly  20  years.  On  inquiring^  of  the  From  this  the  pati<snt  is  to  take  a  pow- 
mother  whether  she  had  suffered  more  der  of  two  scruples,  more  or  less,  ac- 
this  time  than  dnringf  her  last  labour,  eordin^^f  to  the  judgment  of  the  physi- 
she  stated  that  her  present  sufferings  cian,  in  aqua  florum  tiliee.  He  has  in- 
had  not  been  half  so  severe  as  when  she  creased  the  number  of  the  powders  to 
bad  taken  the  powder,  or  rather  infu-  four  in  the  day,  but  in  those  cases  the 
sion.  The  motner  and  child  are  doing  zedoary  has  been  reduced  to  one-half 
well.  The   Baron   has   also  employed  the 

The  er^ot  of  rye,  though  known  as  a  dictamnus  albus  in  the  conTnlsions  of 

therapeutic  remedy  in  France  as  early  children,  with  advantage.     He  recom- 

as  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  mends  the  dictamnus  albus  from  Crete, 

has  only  of  late  years  been  brought  into  in   preference  to  that  which  grows  in 

general  use  in  this  country.     Nearly  all  Italy,  because  the  latter  has  do  strength 

the  writers  on  its  eflects  admit  of  irregu-  whatever;  and  he  attributes  the  negloet 

larity  as  to  its  action.     Dr.  Blundell^  in  of  this  remedy  to  persons  having  pre- 

bis  lecture  on  Lingering  Labour,  makes  scribed  the  pseudo-dictamnos  inateaci  of 

the  following  remark,  which  is  worth  the  real  dictamnus. . 

attending  to.    **The  secale  comutum  The  occasional  employment  of  leeches 

is  likely  enough  to  destroy  the  foetus,  if  ano,  lavements,  and  aperients,  are  ad* 

you  use  it — not  in  the  lingering  cases  vised.     I  need  not  enumerate  the  dif- 

which   we   are  now  considering— but  ferent  articles  of  diet  which  be  prohi- 

when  the  birth  is  delayed  in  consequence  bits,  as  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  gene- 

of  increased  re^stance,*rigidity,  narrow,  rally  in  a  medical  journal,  that  the  pa- 

ing,  or  an  unfavourable  position  of  the  tient  should  avoid  whatever  appears  to 

head.     In  cases  like  these,  if  the  secale  interfere  with  the  process  of  digestion, 

comutum  be  exhibited,  and  have  a  very  I  remain,  sir, 

lively  eflect,  it  may   force    the    child  -                Your  obedient  servant, 

down  among  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  C.  J.  B.  Alois,  M.A.  M.B. 

where  it  may  die  by  compression  ;  not  The  Hafat,  Oct.  u,  18M. 
;to  mention  that  under  the  circunstancea 

«Uted,  there  must  be  no  small  risk  of  [A  young  officer  was  sent  home  frwn 

rupturing  the  uterus."— I  remain,  sir,  Bombay  seven  years  ago  labouring  un- 

Yours  most  respectfully,  ^«r  cRUcpsy ;  the  fiU  came  on  at  least 

John  Grantham.  ^^^^  in  ^^^  months,  and  had  endured 

crayford,  Ktim  Oct, 8,  1886.                   '  several  years:  he  consulted  •everal  of 

. ».^ ^"®  most  eminent  practitioners  in  £din- 

"^                    "I  burgh  and  London,  without  relief.     He 

BARON  SLOET^S  METHOD  OF  jhen  went  to  Holland,  and  remained 

TREATING  EPILEPSY.  about  four  months  under  the  care  of 

Baron  Sloet ;  from  which  time  he  never 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  [,ad  any  retom  of  the  fits,  and  has  been 

Sir,  able  to  continue  bis  profession  in  India 

Baron  A.  Sloet  VAN  Oldruitenborgh,  ever  since.     A  relation  of  hia  under 

haviug  communicated  to  me  the  remedy  nearly  similar  circumstances,  went  in 

which  he  has  employed  against  epilepsy,  consequence  to  the   Hague,  and  was 

I   wish   to  publish  the  prescription  in  also    cured..    In    both     instances    the 

your  journal,  in  order  toat  other  indi-  parties  were  bound  by  solemn  promise 

viduals  may  have  an  opportunity  of  try-  not  to  reveal  the  nature  of  the  remedy.*— 

iiig  its  efficacy ;  and  more  especially  in  Ed.  Gaz.] 

consequence  of  the  Baron   himself  be-  „________«__,..,__________ 

bast  anxious  to  give  it  publicity.     I  am  iN^TRirrTION    IN 

informed  that  the  Baron^s  family  have  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION    IN 

kept  the  prescription  a  secret  for  more  FRANCE. 

than  two  centuries  j  and  he  states  that  

he  has  given  it  during  forty  years  to  a  [The*^  fcJlowing  document  was  drawn 

freat  many  epileptic  persons,  and  that  ^  by' an  intelligent  English  student  in 

e  has  cured  the  greatest  part  of  them.  Paris,  at  the  request  of  one  of  our  most 

The  particular  ingredients  are  not  un-  distinguished   hospital    sui^^ns  here, 

known,  and  consist  of  by  whom  it  has  been  forwarded  to  the 

Pulv.  Corticis  Radicis  Dictamni  Albi  Hbdical  Gazette.] 

(FraxineUa),  lb.  j. ;  Pulv.  Zedoariie,  , .  ^    /.  .  ^    ^       .     i? 

\{^^  Every  kmd  of  instruction  m  France 
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is  nnder  the  inninediate  saperintendance  And,  lastly,  each  candidate  for  the 

of  ffOTeroment.  dojifrec  of  M.D.  must  compose  a 

Oi:e    of   the    Ministers,  named   the  thesis,  chosen  by  himself. 

'*  Ministre    de  Plnstruction  Publique/'  Each  examination  costs  the  candidate 

takes  the  chargfe  of  all.  50  francs,   and   the  Thesis  50  francs 

L^enMemhie  of  these  institutions  bears  more — total,    300    francs.       Thus    the 

the  name  of  UniTenitr.  whole  amount  of  expense  is  1 100  francs, 

No  person  can  teach  an^  of  the  dif-  or  44/. 

fereDt  sciences  or  letters  without  haying^  The  Examiners  are  all  Professors  of 

previously    taken    his  degrees   at  the  the  Faculte. 

Unifcrsity.  Each  Professor  has  a  fixed  salary  of 

The  University  is  eng^fi^d  in  teach-  6000  francs, or 240/.  per  annum;  in  addi- 

ing^  Les  Sciences  Naturelles— Les  Sci-  tion  to  which  they  equally  divide  the 

cnees  Tbeolopriques — Les  Sciences  M6-  perquisites  of  each  examination,  which 

dicalea— Legislation — and   Les  Belles-  amount  to  about  240/.  more  per  annum. 

Lettres  ;  —  from    whence    five    grand  All  theoretical  instruction  is  given  in 

divisions,  known  under  the  name  of —  a  most  magnificent  amphitheatre,  where 

.    1.  Faculte  des  Lettres.  1500  students  can  be  admitted.     Any 

2.  Faculte  de  Droit.  individual  may  enter,  on  presenting  a 

.   3.  Faculte  de  Theologie.  card  from  a  physician  or  surgeon. 

4.  Faculte  des  Sciences  Physiques.  Practical  instruction  in  surarery  and 

5.  Faculte  de  Medecine.  medicine  is  delivered  in  the  hospitals. 
Medical    instruction    includes   three  where  the  physicians  and  surgeons  de- 

Itrge    Facultes,    each    sharing    equal  fote  daily  two  hours  in  the  wards  of  the 

rights  in  point  of  law  $    but  that  of  sick,  and  afterwards  retire  to  the  operat- 

Paris  is  considered  by  far  the  best.  ing  theatre,  to  deliver  one  bourns  lecture 

There  is  one  Faculte  at  Paris,  another  on  the  most  interesting  cases  in  the  dif- 

at  MontpelJier,  and  a  third  at  Stras-  ferent  wards, 

bourg".  For  the  accessory  sciences,  chemistry 

Almost  every  provincial  town  has  a  in  particular,  pupils  are  admitted  into 

school,  ctXled  $€c&ndary.  the  large  laborat(»ries  at  the  Ecole  Pra- 

Tbe    secondary   schools  teach  Ana-  tique,  where  every  advantage  is  offered 

tomy,  Sargery,  and  Medicine,  and  are  for  manipulating. 

only   intended  to  instruct  young  men  Botany  is  taught  in  a  splendid  bota- 

who  aspire  to  become  what  are  here  nical  garden  belonging  to  the  School  of 

termed  Oificiers  de  Sante.  Medicine,    admittance  to  which  is  al- 

Each  Faculty  is  composed  of  a  g^at  ways  gratuitous  and  public. 

number  of  professors,  who  teach  the  dif-  Pathological  anatomy  is  taught  from 

lerent  branches  of  medicine.  amongst  the  numerous  collections  of  the 

All  their  lectures  are  public  and  gra>  Faculty. 
toitoos;  notwithstanding,  in  order  to  ob-  Practical  anatomy  is  taught  in  beau- 
tain  the  degree  of  M.D.,  young  men  are  tiful,  long,  airy,  and  well-lighted  rooms, 
obliged  to  pay.  (under  the  name  of  (Clamart),  wliere  upwards  of  2000  bo- 
**  inscriptions**)  fihj  francs  erery  three  dies  arc  distributed  annually  for  disscc- 
montbs  during  four  years,  amountiuf^^  tions  and  operations.  Pupils  can  dissect 
to  800  francs,  or  32r.  Each  pupil  is  during  six  months  for  41.  Pupils  may 
compelled  to  undergo  five  examinations  perform  all  the  operations  on  the  dead 
{dunn^  these  four  years),  which  are  in  body  twice  over,  and  attend  a  course  of 
the  order  as  follow:           ^  lectures  on  surgery,  for  25  francs  (1/.), 

1st  Examination  —  Sciences   Acces-  during  the  whole  of  the  summer  months, 

soires  *.  Independent  of  this  general  instruc- 

2d  ditto — Anatomy  and  Physiology.  tion,  to  which  all  pupils  are  admitted, 

3d  ditto— Pathology.  the  School  of  Medicine  provides  or  gives 

4th  ditto— Legal  Medicine  and  Mid-  a  special  instruction  to  120  young  stu- 

wifery.  dents,   who  are  called   *'  etudiants   de 

5Ui  ditto— All  or  every  thing  that  Pecole  pratique."     These  students  ob- 

concems  Medicine  and  Sur^ry,  tain  this  privilege  by  concours.     All 

and  more  particularly   Clinical  pupils  are   admitted.      These  students 

Instructionattbe  bed-side  of  the  have  the  advantage  of  dissecting  with 

palieiit. much  greater  facility  than  other  stu- 

•  laehidlat  CbemUtry  mnd  Mstheinttln.  d^nts ;  their  dissections  cost  nothing. 
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An  institution  exists  in  Paris,  called  Paris.    Tbe  inhabitants  provide  jearl^ 

**  I'Administration  eenerale  des  H6pi-  a  fund  of  11,000,000  francs  for  their 

taux,"  belongiing^  aitog'ether  to  tbe  city  support. 

of  Paris ;  not  under  t^e  control  of  "  la  There  are  upwards  of  twenty  esta- 
Facultc  deMedecine."  This  institution  blisbments  appointed  to  receive  sick 
requires  a  certain  number  of  young*  persons,  including  hospitals  for  infirm, 
men  to  attend  upon  tbe  patients  of  the  old,  and  mad  persons.  Each  eatablish- 
diflerent  hospitals  (they  are  what  in  ment  is  governed  by  a  "  Directeur,"  who 
England  are  called  *'  dressers.'')  In  receives  a  salary  of  from  3000  to  5000 
return  for  their  services  they  receive  a  francs  per  annum, 
moderate  salary,  and  partial  board  and  The  '*  Directeur"  of  each  hospital  is 
lodging;  but  are  amply  supplied  with  oblig^  to  give  an  account  of  his  con- 
opportunities  for  disunguishing  them-  duct  to  an  **  Administrateur  generale,'* 
selves  in  their  profession.  The  salary  who  receives  a  salary  of  12,^K)  francs 
is  about  16/.  per  annum  ;  in  some  20/.  a  yean 

For  tbe  "  dresserships"  of  the  different  This  "  Administ^teur,"  on  the  other 

hospitals  there  are  young  men  of  two  hand,  furnishes  every  necessary  iuforma^ 

classes,  known  under  the  name  of  ear-  tion  of  what  passes  in  the  different  bos- 

temeSf  400  in  number,  and    who   are  pitals,  expenses.  Sec,  &c.  to   a  '^  C6n- 

named  by  concours,  lOOper^ear;  their  seil  generale,  formed  of  negotiants  and 

duty  is  to  attend  to  the  patients,  dress  respectable  inhabitants  of  Paris, 

them,  (Sec.     They  receive  no  parent.  This  general  Council  is  compelled  to 

but  have  the  right  *'  de  concounr  pour  enregister  its  decisions  by  the  Municipal 

^tre  internes.^^      ""  Council ;  and,  finally,  the  Minister  of 

Les    internes,    80    in    number,    are  the  Interior  inspects  these  decisions, 

obliged  to  follow  the  surgeons  and  phy-  The  surgeons  of  the  hospitals  are  no* 

sicians  during  their  visits  in  the  wards  ;  minated  by  concours.     Every  surgeon  is 

to  assist  them  in  their  operations;  to  in-  admitted   who  has  taken  his  degrees, 

spect  the  faithful  execution  of  the  sur-  whether  at  home  or  abroad, 

geon  or  physician's  prescriptions ;  and,  The  jury  is  composed  of  eight  hospi- 

nnally,  in  the  absence  of  tne  surgeons,  tal   surgeons  ;    and   tbe   '*  Adroinistra-* 

to  direct  whatever  treatment  they  think  teur"  presides  also  on  the  occasion, 

most   proper.     If  required,  they  may  The  nomination  of  tbe  successful  can- 

perfortn  any  operation  in  the  absence  of  didate  is  confirmed  b^  the  *'  Minister 

the  surgeon:  thus  performing  the  duties  de    Tinstruction    publique,"    and    the 

of  an  a.ssistant.surgeon  in  our  English  Council, 

hospitals.  The  professors  of  tbe  Faculty  are  also 

Independent  of  tbe  instruction  that  elected  by  concours. 

the  internet  and  externes  possess,  with  The  jury  is  composed  of  two-thirds  of 

reference  to  the  treatment  of  diseases,  the  professors  of  the  Faculty,  and  of 

'*  TAd  ministration  generale  des  HOpi-  one -third  members  of  the   '*  Academic 

taux,"  about  four  years  ago,  directed  deM^decine." 
the  construction  of  a  most  magnificent 
establishment  (entirely  and   purposely 
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sion.     This  establishment  is  called  the  — • 

Anatomical  School   of  Clamart,  where  <*  L*Aateiir  le  tne  4  tllonger  e«  que  le  lecuur  •« 

upwanls  of  2000  bodies  are  annually  tueaabr*ger."-D'ALa»iBEiiT. 

provided  for  them.  

I  have  obuined  information  from  tbe  ^  y^^^^^  ^  y^,^„^    j^      ^  ^ 

first  authority  on  this  subject  m  Pans,  j       ^f^^  j^^  J«eksonia7 Prize  for 

namelytbe  "Prosecteur'^ofallthe  Pa.  J^^  year  1834  wa,  awardtd  6y  «** 

nsiai.  hoapitals,  that  no  less  than  6000  ^      .  College  of  Surgeon*,  iZdon. 

Uon  >"  the  two  ana  om.cal  schools  of  gift.nt.s„^on  to  tbe  London  Hoa- 

Clamart  and  the  Ecole  Pratique.  ^.^^^  and^tuwr  on  Morbid  Ana- 

Organization  of  the  Paritia*  Ho:  '"'"y-   *®^- 

pittl*.  To  this  Essaj,  as  appeals  b^  tbe  title, 

The  hospitals  belong  to  the  city  of  the  Jacksonian  Prize  was  awaided  ;  and 


MR.  CURLING  ON  TETANUS.  1  i', 

from  the  research  and  discriiniuatiou  Many  eminent  continental  wiit^TS,  in- 
nhicli  it  displays,  we  have  no  doubt  eluding*  Laney,  K^ecaiuier,  Frank,  a?id 
that  the  decision  was  a  just  one.  On  Brera,  have  maintained  that  iuflanuna- 
such  a  subject  much  of  ab.s<>lute  novelty  tion  oi' the  hruin  or  spinal  cord  is  the 
cannot  reasonably  be  expected  ;  and  wc  cause  of  the  disease.  Now  this  doc- 
look  principally  for  proofs  of  the  author  trine  is  combated  at  considiiaMu 
haviuj^  maae  biiusclf  master  of  all  that  length,  and,  in  our  opinion,  very  satis- 
has  been  recorded  on  the  subject,  and  factorily,  by  Mr.  Curling  ;  who,  wiih- 
haring*  drawn  judicious  inferences  from  outdenyinnf  that  influnnuation  is  sohm'- 
tbe  data  thus  collected.  It  is  in  this  point  times  coincident  with  tetanus,  yet  liohi.s 
of  view  that  we  think  Mr.  Curhng's  and  proves  that  this  disease  is  frrijuenily 
essay  deservingf  of  especial  commmda-  present  where  nothing  uhatt-ver  i»f  in- 
tion  :  it  displays  gfri'at  industry,  and  the  flammatory  character  is  observed  dur. 
industry  of  an  intelligent  minil ;  so  that  inglife,  or  of  the  eonsctpienees  of  that 
if  the  reader  do  not  rise  from  its  perusal  action  arc  to  be  <h;tee(od  after  ihath. 
with  all  the  knowledge  of  tetanus  lie  also  points  out  the  distinction  uhich 
which  he  could  wish,  at  least  he  may  be  it  is  essential  we  should  make  between 
assured  that  he  has  had  placed  before  ])urc  tetanus  and  the  s])asn)(>(lie  nt\W. 
him  all  that  our  imperfect  art  has  yet  tions  which  accompan  v  certain  intiain- 
made  out  rcgardinj^  tliis  obscure  and  mations  of  the  nervous  centres — es]»e- 
iutractable  disease.  cially  of  the  spinal  marrow.  In  the 
There  do  not  appear  to  be  any  grounds  advanced  stage  the  distinction  becomes 
on  which  a  correct  estimate  can  bo  easy,  because  paralysis  usually  takes  the 
founded  as  to  the  frequency  of  tetanus,  place  of  spasm,  which  is  never  the  case 
as  compared  with  otiier  cliseases,  or  of  in  true  tetanus. 

the   proportion   of  cases  in  which  it  oc-        The   general  result  of  our  author^s 

turs    after  wounds  —  nor  even   of  its  investigations   leads   liim  to  infer  that 

average   rate  of  mortality.      It  seems,  tetanus  is  a  purely  functional  disease, 

however,   to  be  well  ascertained  that  it  the   nature  of  which   is  hitherto  undis- 

supervenes  more  frequently  after  wounds  covered  ;  that  it    is    distinct   from    in< 

received  in  battle  than  in   the  injuries  flammation,    and  acccnnpanied    by    no 

of  civil   life  — probably  from  the  sub-  organic  changes  peculiar  to  itself;  that 

jects     of    the    latter    heing'    less    ex-  the   seat  of  the   morbid   action    is   the 

rd    subsequently.     In  a  table  given  <raclf<$mo^o/7//j;,  the  superior  part  being 

i^Ir.  Curling,  and    which   contains  most  frequently  affected  ;  that  this  teta- 

the   history  of  128  cases,  it  is  remark-  nic  irritation  directly  interferes  with  no 

able  that  in  sixteen  only  did  the  disease  organ   except  the  muscular  system,  the 

occur  in  females  ;  and  tliat  in  these  only  other  parts  which   suffer  being  inipli- 

four   died, — being  a  mortality    of  but  cated  only  in  a  secondary  manner. 
one-fourth  ;    while    of   the  remainder.        The  treatment  occupies  many  pages, 

amounting*      to     112  males,    sixty -six  but  records  little  more  than  the  results  of 

perished,    bein^  more     than   one-half,  unsuccessful  experiment.   Several  well- 

The    threat  majority    died    before   the  authenticated   cases  are  referred  to,  in 

eighth  day.    One  case  is  mentioned,  on  which  the  patients  recovered,  although 

the  authority  of  Wcpfer,  in  which  teta-  no  remedies  of  any  kind  were  adopted. 

Dus  proved  fatal  in  three  minutes ;  and  In  those  where  the  patients  recovered 

one   oy    Professor  Robijison,  in  which  under  narticular  metl)ods  of  treatment, 

the  patient  was  dead  in  a  quarter  of  an  it  is  far  from  being  alwaj's  clear  that 

hour.      On    the  other  hand,  a  case  is  the  recovery  was  a  cure, 
related  by  Morgagni,  in  which  death        As   to  local  interference,  the  general 

did    not    take    place    till    more    than  evidence  is  against  the  removal  of  the 

three    weeks    from    the    onset    of  the  injured  part,  even  where  this  is  practi- 

tetanic  symptoms.     As  to  the  interval  cable.     Larrcy  is  the  chief  authority  in 

l»etween   the  receipt  of  the  injury  and  its   favour,  but   the  English  army  snr- 

the  attack  of  tetanus,  it  is  generally  not  geons,  b^'  whom  it  was  fairly  tried,  did 

less  than  one,  nor  more  than  two  weeks ;  not  find  it  answer.  Sir  James  M'G  rigor, 

thouffh  instances  are  recorded  in  which  Dr.  Hennen,  and  Mr.   Guthrie,  relate 

three,  four,  and  even  more  weeks  have  numerous  instances    in    which    it  was 

intervened.  adopted    without   the  least  advantage. 

The  chapter  on  the  Pathology  of  Te-  The   only    modification   of  this  treat- 

tanun    is    elaborate    and    interesting,  ment,  which   Mr.  Curling  regards  as 

405.— XIX.  L 
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deserving  of  farther  trial,  is  the  division  stances  to  render  the  cause  of  failure 

of  the  nerves,  where  this  can  feasibly  apparent.       Thus   in   one    it  was   not 

be  done.  adopted  till  the  patient  was  in  articnlo  ; 

As  to  the  general  treatment,  purga-  in  two  others  it  was  barelj  trieil,  not 

tives  are  recommended,  so  as  thoroughly  being  persevered  in;   in  another  tliere 
to  clear  the  prima  via :  a  whole  list  of    was  organic  disease  of  the  brain  ;  in  one 

narcotics  is  disposed  ofin  a  sentence;  and  the  remedy  was  carried  too  far,  and  the 

the  accounts  of  mercury  stated  to  he  patient's  death  evidently   hastened,  if 

**  far  from  favourable ;" — in  all  which  not  actually  caused,  by  its  overwhelm, 

we  cordially  agree  with  the  author.  ing  effects.     It  is  an  agent  of  prodi- 

In  estimating  the  effects  of  blood-  gious  power,  and  must  not  be  lightly 
letting,  it  is  of  course  important  to  meddled  with ;  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
attend  to  the  distinction  above  men-  administered  under  the  immediate  super- 
tioned,  so  that  inflammation  producing  intendence  of  the  medical  practitioner, 
spasm  may  not  be  confounded  with  Cold  affusion  is  another  powerful 
pure  tetanus.  In  the  former,  venesec-  means  of  making  an  impression  on  the 
tion  may  be  required,  as  in  any  other  nervous  system,  and  one  which  has 
inflammations ;  hut  it  appears  from  the  repeatedly  been  eminently  serviceable 
table,  that  of  twenty-six  cases  of  tetanus  in  tetanus ;  but,  like  tobacco,  it  requires 
in  which  bleeding  was  employed  with  discrimination,  as  patients  have  some- 
other  remedies,  thirteen  died, — giving  times  been  killed  by  it.  Thus  Mr. 
us  the  usual  average,  and  therefore  Morgan  relates  an  instance  in  which  he 
affording  no  very  encouraging  pros-  directed  a  man  with  tetanus  to  be 
pect :  at  the  same  time  we  think  Mr.  plunged  into  a  cold  bath ;  the  symp- 
Curling  expresses  himself  too  strongly  toms  disappeared  on  the  instant,  but 
when   ne  says,   *'  in   the  human   sub-  he  was  taken  out  dead.    Thif,  however, 

1'ect  I  hold  It  to  be  dangerous  in  the  was  an  extreme  case,  and  is  not  to  be 

lighest  degree.'*   We  believe,  from  what  taken  as  an  illustration  of  what  gene- 

we  have  seen,  that  in  some  cases  of  pure  rally  occurs.      The  best  examples  of 

tetanus,  bleeding,  if  practised  with  dis-  success  from  the  cold  afiusion  are  some 

cretion,  is  beneficial.  in  which  wine  was  simultaneously  ad- 

Probably  more  cases  of  tetanus  hare  ministered  rather  freely.     Dr.  Currie*s 

been  treated  by  opium  than  any  other  cases,  in  which  four  or  live  bottles  oT 

remedy,  and  perhaps  the  greatest  num-  Madeira  were  drunk  erery  day  by  the 

ber  of  recoveries  on  record  are  where  tetanic  patient,  are  too  well  known  to 

this  medicine  had  been  exhibited ;   but  require  notice.    A  case  is  given,  which 

the  circumstance  above  mentioned  will  occurred   in   the   London   Hospital,  in 

prevent  us  from  attributing  too  much  August,   18:)5,   under  the  care  of  Mr. 

importance  to  its  influence.    The  quan-  Scott,  in   which  porter  and  ale   were 

trty  sometimes  given  will  admit  of  no  freely  ||[iven,  the  latter  to  the  extent  of 

Ather  explanation  than  that  it  remains  eight  pinU  in  the  day  ;   no  intoxication 

inactive  and  unacted  upon  in  the  sto.  was    produced,    and    the    patient    re- 

mach.     Thus  Mr.  Pereira,  in  his  valua-  covered. 

hie  lectures  on  Materia  Medica,  pub-  From  the  specimen  of  Mr.  Curling 

lished    in    this  journal,    mentions  an  which    this    volume    affords,   we    can 

instance  in  which  the  immense  quan-  sincerely  say  we  shall  be  glad  to  meet 

tity  of  four  pounds,  seven  ounces,  and  with  him  again. 

six  drachms  of  laudanum,  together  with  ^=r========================s. 

six  ounces,  four  drachms,  and  forty-five 

grains  ofsolid  opium,  were  administered  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

within  ten  davs 

Of  all  the  remedies,  however,  em-  Saturday,  October  29,  1836. 

ployed  against  tefnus.  tobacco  is  that  „  ^^^^^  ^^        ^^^^  ^^,^  „,^,^  dignift^. 

which  appears  to  us  roost  deserving  of  ^^„,  j^^^^  ^„,rt,  p^^^t^  „odo  veniendi  la 

further  tnal;     and    we  are  pleased    to  pMbllcamklt,dicendlperIcaliimno»recato.* 


find  our  opinion  corroborated  by  that  of  Cicbbo. 

our  author.     It  is  very  true  that  on  "^^ 

turning  to  the  table  we  find  that  out  of  ROW  AT  APOTHECARIES'   HALL. 

nineteen  natients  to  whom  it  was  ad-  ^^^^    .^    ^^^  ^^,^  ^f  ^  „^jj^^  i„  ^^^ 

ministered,  only  nine  recovered ;  but  the  _.  «„        ,         -  ...  , 

fact  is,  that  in  sereral,  if  not  all  the  ^'^'  ^^  Saturday ;  from  which,  and 

fatal  cases,  there  were  obvious  circum-  other  sources  of  a  private  nature,  we 
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learn  tbat  an  affraj  took  place  on  the  rily  arise.  Notliiiig'ofllns  kind,  however, 

2l!»t,  bring'  the  last  day  appointed  for  appoui-s  to  ha^e  been  thoiig-Iit  of;   and 

the  nsg'istnition  of  pupils.  accordingly,  when  the  last  day  came, 

It  has  always  been  our  eflTort  to  take  there  was  a  rush  of  pupils  to  the  Hall. 
as  impartial  a  view  as  possible  of  the  Tlie  crowd  was  great,  and  the  time 
unfortunate  diflerenccs  which  so  fre-  short;  many,  therefore,  began  to  fear 
quently  occur  between  the  Worshipful  that  they  would  be  excluded  altogether, 
S^ety  and  the  medical  students.  We  and  hence  we  have  no  doubt  that  they 
have  never  been  led,  like  our  contem-  became  impatient.  What  was  the  con- 
porary,  to  bold  tbat  because  the  pupils  sequence  ?  Why,  that  beadles  and  con- 
were  more  numerous,  and  could  pur-  stables,  armed  with  sticks  and  stave<i, 
cfaaae  more  copies  of  our  journal,  they  were  called  upon  to  restrain  them ; 
mvst  therefore  be  right  in  every  thing  which  they  did  by  beating  about  their 
tbey  did ;  neither  on  the  other  have  we  heads,  and,  if  the  report  be  true, 
been  so  wedded  to  the  powers  that  be,  felling  several  of  them  to  the  ground. 
as  to  think  them  infallible  in  all  their  We  take  our  information  on  this  point 
proceedings.  Between  the  coutending  from  the  Times.  "  The  constables  (we 
parties  (for  such  there  is  too  much  are  told)  were  obliged  to  hammer  their 
appearance  of  their  being),  we  have  pericraniums  with  their  staves,"  so  that 
endeavoured  to  hold  the  balance  with  a  "a  few  of  the  young  genUeroen  had  their 
faithful  band — and  so  sfaall  we  now.  polls  brought  into  resounding  collision 

We  do  not  think  the  young  gentle-  with  the  pavement,  and  were  much  sober- 
men  who  presented  themselves  to  regis-  ed  thereby.*'  Now,  from  the  manner  in 
ter  iheir  ticketo  were  justified  in  any  which  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  and 
violeot  or  riotous  behaviour;  but  still  their  regulations  have  at  different  times 
less  do  we  think  the  authorities  at  the  been  spoken  of  in  that  which  is  very 
Hall  were  warranted  in  adopting  the  justly  called  *' the  leading  jounial,"  we 
course  which  is  described  in  the  Times,  feel  convinced  that  there  is  no  hostile 
It  is  c}uite  well  known  that  the  pupils —  feeling  toward  them  in  that  quarter,  and 
some  from  ignorance  of  its  necessity,  consequently  tbat  there  was  no  inten- 
sume  from  procrastination,  and  some  tion  of  bringing  discredit  upon  them 
from  not  having  had  the  money  sooner  by  this  report.  We  trust,  indeed,  it 
—postpone  both  taking  out  their  tickets  would  be  doing  injustice  to  any  member 
and  having  them  registered  till  the  last  of  the  court  to  suppose  that  the  flippant 
moment.  This  may  be  indiscreet,  but  paragraph  to  which  we  now^  allude 
sacfa  is  the  fact,  and  experience  had  emanated  from  one  of  them ;  but  we 
shown  the  authorities  at  Blackfriars  are  by  no  means  so  well  satisfied  that 
that  it  was  so.  Now  we  are  given  to  some  of  the  subordinates  did  not  re- 
aoderstand,  tbat  this  season,  instead  solve  to  take  time  by  the  forelock,  and 
of  any  additional  facility  being  afford-  transmit  to  the  newspapers  such  an 
ed,  the  hours  of  registration  were  ac-  account  of  this  aflair,  with  those  whom 
taally  curtailed.  But  however  this  may  they  designate  *'  hot-headed  Escula. 
be,  it  was  quite  apparent,  before  the  21st,  pian  tyros,"  as  might  have  the  ap- 
that  a  large  number  of  the  pupils  in  Lon-  pearance  of  the  whole  blame  having 
don  had  not  registered;  and  couse-  rested  with  them,  and  that  in  fact  they 
^aently,  in  our  opinion,  it  would  have  did  require  to  have  "  their  polls  brought 
been  uo  more  than  proper  to  have  made  into  coUsion  with  the  pavement,"  before 
MDie  arrangement  to  meet  and  obviate  they  could  be  sufficiently  **  sobered." 
the  ioeoov^nienca  which  must  necessa-  The  only  instance  in  which  auy  thiuy 
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of  a  siinilai"  kind  has  e^er    occurred  Mr.  Everest   is  ignorant,  vituperatife, 
ivitbin  our  own  recollection— we  mean  and    vain;    pronouncing    an    opinion 
in  which  constables  have  been  employed  ex  cathedra  on  the  science  of  medicine, 
ag^ainst  any  member  of  the  profession  of  which  he  evidently  knows  nothing', 
inany  of  our  public  establishments— was  and  most  irreverently,  if  not  profanely, 
when  Lead  bitter  was   called    upon  to  dishonouring'  the  Scriptures,  by  wrest- 
thrust  Mr.  Wakley  forth  from  the  Cul-  ing  them,  on  all  occasions,  to  the  pur- 
lege  of  Surgeons:  but  here  there  was  no  poses  of  angry  controversy  on  matters 
*'  hammering  of  the  pericranium,"  nor  wholly  unconnected  with  the  duties  of 
any  "  collision  with  the  pavement,"  but  his  sacred  calling.     He  formerly  com- 
the  "hammering"  was  of  quite  another  pared  Hahnemann  to  our  Saviour,  and 
part,  as  it  came  into  *'  collision"  with  now  likens  himself  and  his  inane  efforts 
each  successive  bench  during  his  reluc-  to  propagate  homoeopathy  to  the  mighty 
tant  and  somewhat  undignified  descent ;  works  of  St.  Paul,  in  support  of  Christi- 
^^the  honourable  M.  P.  being  merely  anity !    With   an   audacious  disreganl 
dragged  out  by  the  heels  in  rather  an  of  truth,  be  represents  the  medical  man 
unparliamentary  fashion,  and  deposited  who  opposes  the  doctrines  of  the  Ger- 
with  "  gentle  violence,"  in  the  street.  manic  visionary  as  a  **  merchant  of  mi- 
Altogether,  the  present  is  a  different  series,"  whose  only  motive  is  the  fear 
affair,  and  we  think  some  explanation  is  lest  he  should  get  fewer  *'  of  those  ras- 
requisite.     If  true,  it  will  be  but  an  un-  cal  counters,  with  which  agony  fees  his 
satisfactory  piece  of  news  for  parents  in  unwholesome    palm,"!— and    then,  in 
the  country,  to  read  that  some  of  their  a  paroxysm  of  most  unchristian  zeal, 
'sons  were  beaten  on  the  head  by  consta-  exclaims—*'  cleave  ike  lepro$y  of  Ge- 
bles,  when  they  went  to  register  at  the  ,  hazi  to  him  for  ever  !  P' 
Hall.    Again,  if  the  account  be  exagge-  We  reprint  his  communication  to  the 
rated,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  authorities  THmes^  and  shall  subjoin  the  passage 
wfiose  conduct  was  thus  impeached  to  in  the  Gazette  "which  has  called  it 
see  that  a  contradiction  or  explanation  forth,  because  even  now  that  his  letter 
was  immediately  made  public.  of  reclamation  lies  before  us,  we  find 
As  it  was,  we  perceive  the  registra-  it    impossible    to   give  any  character 
tion  could  not  be  completed,  and  that  the  of  it  more  appropriate  than  that  which 
time  was  extended  in  consequence  to  was  published  by  anticipation. 

the  26th.    We  trust  that  effectual  means  uixn.           •       *     r    al  •   i*a      . 

....        ,        .       ,            1 .  r  1  r^      .  "  When  we  inquire  for  their  literature, 

will  be  Uken  by  the  worshipful  Court  ^^  find  their  champion  in  the  person  of 

to  prevent  any  risk  of  a  like  scene  being  a  worthy  son  of  the  church,  whose  tident 

again  repeated.  ^or  invective  and  the  misapplication  of 

texts  of  Scripture,  forms  his  chief  claim 

A  REVEREND  HOMOEOPATH  I  ST.  *<>  P."Wic  attention.     We  have  had  a 

specimen  of  him,  and  we  can  truly  say 

The  homoeopath ists  continue  to  demon-  we  congratulate  Hahnenanniam  on  the 

strate  their  indifference  to   our    criti-  possession  of  such  a  mild,  meek,  dis- 

cisms-by  almost  daily  letters  in  the  ^*'*^^^  *^^  sagacious^artiasn." 
newspapers.    We  have  had  four  from 

Dr.  Uwins;  and,  on  his  epistolography  '^^  '^  ^^^^^  ^ftke  Times. 

being  exhausted,    the    pen    has    been  ^'^f                                               ^ 

Uken  up  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Everest,  ?»  »  ^^^  number  of  your  joornal  you 

T>->«#^-  Lr  \\r  1.           iir i  *u  inserted  an  article  from  the  Medical 

Rector  of  Wickwar.     We  regard  these  q^^^^^    ^^ch    contains    a    charge 

two  antagonists  with  very  different  feel-  against  me.     It  is  with  great  reluctance 

ings.    Dr.  Uwins  is    merely  weak—  that  I  reply  to  it  j^  but  now  that  I  have 
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seeu  Dr.  UmIos's  letter,  I  tbiuk  it  ri|^ht  efforts  to  do  cfood  to  1113'  species,  even 

to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  sub-  thoupch  **  the  Ldoniitesand  toe  Israelites, 

ject,  con? inced  as  T  am  that  jour  g'en-  the  Moabitcs  and  Hagarens,  Gobal  and 

tieniaulj  feeling'  and  sense   of  justice  Aminon  and  Amalek,  cast  their  heads 

will  not  refuse  to  let  him  who  has  been  together"  to  abuse  me  for  it. 

attacked  be  heard  in  reply.  I  remain,  sir, 

Touching  the  death  of  poor  Malibran,  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

as  it  is  not  my  province,  so  it  is  not  my  Thomas  11.  Everest. 

intention  to  saj  anything.    Any  impar-  Wickfvnr  Rectory* 

tial  person  must  come  to  the  inevitable  ^^^'  *7,  I88rt. 

coiielusioD,  that  death  under  homocopa-  t*    .1               .              .. , 

thic    treatment   is  very   rare,   judging  By  the  way,  the  term  "brazen  impos- 

from  the  delight  with  which  the  medi-  tor"  tias  not  applied  to  the  reverend  gen- 

cal  men  have  seized  this  opportunity  to  tlenian,whom,  till  now,  we  have  looked 

thijeaten  Dr.  Belluomini  witb  the  tread-  ^p^,,,  i,^^  as  a  wrong-headed  fanatic  ;  as, 

""a^  to  myself,  in  the  first  place  T  beg  »^«««ver,   he  takes  the  designation   to 

to  tender  rov  thanks  to  the  Editor  of  the  himself  as  peculiarly  his  own,  we  beg  to 

Medical  Gazette,  for  having  excul-  stand   corrected,  freely    admitting  that 

nated  Dr.  Johnson  from  the  charge  of  1,^  ,„ust  know  his  claim  to  it  better  than 

havinfr  written  the  article  m  question.  ..     ^»    1                   1  «     1 

^,        '^     J       •.••*!.            ?«*•*.  we  can  be  supposed  to  do. 

C'uncetvcd  as  it  is  in  the  worst  taste,  it  I  j  «    m  t^    v. 

is   quite  refreshing  to  learn   that    Dr.  ^ 

Johnson  is  himself  mistaken  in  assert-  CHARING-CROSS  HOSPITAL. 

iuflr  that  he  did  write  it.  We  continue  to  receive  statemenU  and 

In  the  next  place,  1  would  beg  to  as-  *      *  4          *      u     *  a             # 
.1.  *   -«  J^^*-i!i«  ^.lu^.    #n«4    k:«  counterstatements  about  the  recent  pro- 
sure   that  respectable  editor,   that    his  ^ .     .       >^          n       • 

arguments  against  homaiopathv  are  as  cecdings  at  the  Channg-Cross   Hospi- 

devoid  of  novelty  as  they  are  01  reason,  tal ;  but  we  cannot  devote  our  pages  to 

ing.       There    was  one   Demetrius,  in  a  discussion  involving  so  much  of  indi- 

i     "Wfn^j^^'  ^>'«*°«'«M«tedhim      He  ^idual  misconduct,  and  so  little  of  gene- 

I     collected  the  craftsmen,  and  to  all  raul  8  ,   .                ,,^  '              ,            '^    , 

:^     arguments  they  gave  no  other  answer  ral   interest.     We    may,    however,  ob- 

than  shouting  together  at  the   top  of  ser\'e,  that  the  Committee   have   pub- 

their  voices,    "  Great  is  Diana  of  the  lished  what  appears  to   us  a  complete 

Ephesians:"    and  when   Paul   argued,  refutation  of  certain   charges    brought 

they  put  bim  in  the  stocks ;  when  be  ,         ,       .,            ?•,/., 

entreated  to  be  heard,  they  stopped  his  against  them   by   tlic   medical   officers 

mouth  bjr  shutting  him  up  in  prison— a  whom  they  dismissed, 
wonderful  plan,  doubtless,  for  deciding  But  this  same  document  passes  en- 
disputed  questions;    but  it  is  singular  ^j^^j      ,„j.„7„,,,V,   that    which    impar- 
that  our  worthy  editor  did  not  recollect  .  .''                  ...           . ,              1      r 
that  it  was  not  successful.  *»^>   P^»^«"^    ^'^^  consider    as    by   far 

I  pity  the  editor  of  the  Gazette  the  gravest  offence.  It  is  this:— Re- 
much  for  the  loss  of  his  temper — more  port  says,  that  in  order  to  ])rocure  the 
for  the  loss  of  his  practice;  but  I  see  no  recognition  of  the  hospital  by  the  Col- 
necessity  for  bis  being  vulgar.  That  %  c  c  *i-  •  •  *  u 
the  pre^nl  absurd  practice  of  physic  is  ^^S^*^  ''^  Surgeons,  the  requisite  number 
coming  to  an  end,  there  is  no  doubt,  o^  mdividuals—uamely,  one  hundred- 
Why  cannot  this  editor  adjust  his  robe  were  actually  got  into  the  house,  and 
n>und  him,  and  fall  gracefully,  instead  ^gre  seen  by  the  deputation  from  Lin- 
of^luttennglike  a  cudgelled  cockney?  ^„i,,,,.j„„  fairly  laid  out  and  comforta- 

He  calls  me  (among  others)  a  brazen  1,11,,       t^ 

impostor.     I  have  no  objection  whaU  bly  tucked  up  under  the  bed-clothes.  But 

ever  to  his  using  that  or  any  other  simi-  here  the  compliance  with  the  conditions 

lar  argumenU  against  homcpopathy,  for  of  the   College  seems  to  have  ended : 

I  am  conscious  of  its  injustice.    **  Suf-  .1  ^  „...„k«„  ,.r ,...♦:«,.#«  d..^:.*!. «...»»  ..... 

r   '       '    a\.    %^   \        e    X\         ^  •!.    11     T  the  number  of  patients  straightway  pro- 

fcnng  IS  the  badge  of  all  my  tnbe."    I  .     ,     ,.    f  .  ,  .        ..*./' 

pray  to  God  that  he  will  enable  me  to  grcssively  diminishing,  it  is  .said,  oven 

pass   my  very  humble  life  in   humble  down  to  sixty  !     Now  this  is  either  true 
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or  false.     If  false,  why  has  such  an  alle-     not  ride  abont  the  town  in  an  elegant  eha- 

gatioii  been  passed  over,  to  refute  others    "<>*»  and  pocket  the  guineas  of  bis  patient*. 
^  .,,.,.'  .     «/•    ne?ertbeies8  his  labours  were  most  nsefnl, 

of  comparatively  li  lie  importance  ?     If    and  it  was  necessary  he  should  be  a  man 

it  be  true,  the  deception  practised  in-    of  education  and  character.  He  (tlie  Chair- 

volves  the  jjood  faith  of  all  the  officers     "*°)  was  glad  to  see  assembled  around 

^  ,  , ,.  ,  ,    ,         ,  nim   on  the  present   occasion    so    man? 

of  the  establishment ;  and  the  only  pru-    gentlemen  of  respectability  in  the  profei. 

dent  course  is  to  avoid  all  discussion,    sion.   It  augured  well  for  the  future  bene- 

80  as  to  take  the  chance  that  in  time  it  J^  ""^^^^  f'";!*''*^'  ^J^  *^  proved  that  that 

,     „  branch  of  the  profession   to  which   they 

may  be  forj^otleii.  belonged,    and  of  which  be  also  was  a 

Meanwhile,  we  know  that  the  hospi-  -humble  member,  were  at  length  resolved 

tal  wa»  in  the  list  of  the  reco^ized,  Jo  exert  themselves  for  the  preservation  of 

...             ,                            d          *  ibeir  nghts.    The  medical  profession  of 

and  M  there  no  loug^cr.  England  was  at  the  present  moment  in 

an  anomalous  situation.    It  was  not  only 

MEETING   OF  GENERAL  PRAC  assailed  without  by  the  Eadies,  the  St. 

»,r'rrnvT?D<s  John  Longs,  and  the  Monsons,  but  it  was 

1  i  1 1U?<1.K5>.  ,„  ^  j^g^p^  distracted  by  the  practices  of 

A  LARGE  body  of  gentlemen  belong'ing'     those  by  whom  it  ought  to  be  supported. 

to  the  Association  of  General  Pr.cti-  SLl^.'Sl^hll'd  r^'^lti't^tlir' 
tioiiers  dined  togpether  on  Thursday  last,  a  system  of  mysticism  imported  from  Ger- 
at  the  Bridgfc  House  Tavern.    The  card     many— a  system  founded  on   mystery. 

r.r  :..„;«.•:.>»  «.u;^u  ♦!,«..  u^a  ♦!.«  «.  i;*-  ^^'  Webster  then  expatiatedon  tbeabnses 
of  invitation  which  they  had  the  polite-     ^^.^.^^  ^^^   ^^^  ^„^^  .„  ^^^.^^  ^^ 

ness  to  send  us,  owm^  to  some  mistake,  services  of  general  praetitioners  were  at 

did  not  reach  us  until  too  late  to  make  present   remunerate^  and    exhorted  the 

.    r       1    *  t.  company  to  use  their  exertions  to  bring 

any    arrangement    for    being    present,  about  a  better  state  of  things.    He  hopeS 

Under  these  circumstances  we  copy  the     this  meeting  would  form  a  nucleus,  around 

following  report  from    the    Times    of    ^^'^^^  *  much  larger  association    would 

I  grow.    The  roots  were  already  planted  in 

yesterday  :  ^^  metropolis,  and  it  would  not  be  long 

«  The  dinner  of  the  Association  of  the  '^''*'':!J!Ht'^!!"^^  T""^^  would  be  shadow- 

Medical  General  Practitioners  took  place  ®Vk      i     i  u      r  ?V.      t            t  u 

vcsterday  at  the  Bridge  House  Tavern,  on  J^^    '^^"r   "[    Dr.  James  Johnson, 

the  Southwark  side  of  London  Bridge,  f"^  ^"^^  ^«  ^»»«  f^'?^  P"»»''   ^^ 

The  members,  friends,  and  visitors  of  tTie  ^t?  ^r"°^^*^>^  «^^  *??'  S^l* 

Association,  mustered   to  the  number  of  Dr.  J.  Johnson  returned  thanks. 

100  persons ;  and  at  six  o'clock  the  dinner  ,.  ^  P*^  """J**!''  ^L,^^  ™**If  \""^- 

was  served  up.    Mr.  G.  Webster  was  the  ^'^^l^^^  connected  with  the  medical  pro- 

chairman  on  the  occasion.    The  AW  no^is  ^**""'*  ^^f**  ^^«»  ^.'"?^\/°  excellent 

was  sung,  on  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  by  K^S^Vf!}"^"  ^"'1^']^/*''  ^*  y^^on  by 

Messrs.    Broadhurst,     Fitzwilliam,    anS  Mr  Hudson,  on  the  ^elusions  of  Homceo- 

other  profe'^sional  singers.  After  which, the  P»    ^i  ^"^  *"f  ^'  ^"^•K^'^If-  i."^ J^ 

chainlian  proposed  the  health  of  the  King,  ^^  ^    P"^*«°^  »°*  /,?•  ^f"^''^  •f,  ^* 

the  Queen;  the  Princess  Victoria,  and  the  *^*°*°»  "^"^  ^^^  °£^"  *  **»«  "^'•" 
rest  of  the  Roval  family,  all  which  were  ^„    r-ci4Ti*i»i?i>e 

drunk  with  the  greatest  loyalty  and  enthu-  ^**-  ^"  AMIils.K». 

siam.    The  healths  of  the  army  and  navy  The  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  appoiut 

were  then  drunk,  and  the  usual  national  Dr.  W.  F.  Chambers  to  be  one  of  her 

songs  sung  on  such  occasions  were  giren.  Majesty's   Physicians  in   Ordinary.  — 

On  the  toast  of  "  success  to  the  Associa.  London  Gazette, 

tion*'  which  the  company  were  assembled  

to    commemorate,    being    proposed,    the  JARDIN  DES  PLANTER. 

Chairmantook  occasion  to  advert  to  the  ^he   garden  so    called   in    Pins  has 

state  of  the  medical  profession  generally,  i      _   ®     .     ,      .  .         ,     . 

and  particularly  to  the  situation  of  that  ,Hf^V    progressively   increasing  during 

portion  of  it  which  consisted  of  general  *"«  '*»t  ">rty  years,  and  has  now  reached 

practitioners.    Certain  persons  had  been  "«  extent  of  84  acres.      It  contains 

pleased  to  call  the  general  practitioners  ^^|000  specimens   of  the  three  king- 

thc  subordinates  of  the  medical  profession,  doms  of  nature,  among  which  are  10,000    j 

It  was  true  the  general  practitioner  did  diflferent  species  of  plants.  ■  ' 
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CLINICAL  LECTURE,  Hewitt,  who  labonrcd  under  fungoid  dis- 

case  of  the  stomach.     A  great  many  or 

D«iivtndutSLGiorge*s Hospital,  09t,2\f\636y  you   had  an  op|K)ftunity  of  seeing   this 

man.    He  laboured  under  sickness,  with 

By  Dr.  Seymour.  occasional  romiting;  great  pain  in  the  re- 

gion  of  the  stomach  for  a  year  and  a  half 

^.                   n      .    .     /.         T    J     n  previously:  and  he  came  into  the  hospital 

Rheumatftm'^ParaluiU  from    I^—Fungvt  j^  ^^^  ^J^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^y^^  disease.     When  the 

H^atodes  of  the  Stomaeh—Eptlepsy—  Para-  y^^  ^^^  opened,  the  whole  of  the  pylorus 

P'«^'*»'  was  surrounded  with  fungus  haeniatodes, 

RHEUMATISM.  deposited  between  the  coats,  so  that  the 

The  two  cases  of  rheumatism  of  which  I  passage  became  compressed,  and  the  pas- 

ipoke  in  my  last  lecture,  have  proceeded  g^ge    of   the   ingesta    was      obstructed. 

quite  satisfactorily,  and  the  patients  arc  xhe  food  was  tolerably  well  digested,  but 

nearly  convalescent  The  woman  (Young)  \i  ^^s  accompanied  with  pain. 

is,  in  point  of  fact,  quite  well;  there  is  no  jhe  present  patient  complains  of  pain 

symptom  whatever  remaining  of  the  rheu-  |„  i\^q  abdomeU)  at  a  spot  midway  between 

roatism.     This  has  taken  place  in  one  the  umbilicus  and  the  ribs,  on  the   left 

week,  so  that  no  practice  could  be  more  ,ic|e.  This  is  rather  a  remarkable  position 

efficient  than  the  one  which  was  adopted,  for  the  pyloric  orifice  of  the  stomach,  but 

The  other  case,  which  occurred  in  a  wo-  ^  {^  the  less  remarkable,  because  it   not 

man  named  Jean  Vanghan,  and  who  was  nnfrequently  occurs  that  this  is  the  part 

a  great  deal  worse  than  Young,  is  likewise  referred  to  by  the  patient  in  such  diseases. 

nearly  convalescent :  nothing  remains  but  On  making  pressure  externally,  there  is 

tome   slight    pain    about    the   shoulder  p^in   over  an  extent  about  the  size  of  a 

and    hips;    the    swelling    and    redness  gmall  apple.     This  arises  from  the  tumor 

have      entirely     disappeared,    and    her  growing  externally,  and  pressing  on  the 

bands,  which  were  so  much  swollen  as  to  peritoneum  and  the  parts  adjacent.    In- 

prevent  her  using  them  without  great  dis-  temally  on  taking  food,  there  is  no  pain 

tress,  are  likewise  quite  well.     The  only  and  no  vomiting.      When  you  read  in 

alteration  in  the  mode  of  treatment  was,  books  of  persons  labouring  under  cancer 

that  I  was  obliged  to  give  her  one  or  two  gf  i^e  stomach,  the  symptoms  desrribed 

doses  of  aperient  medicine.     I  found  that  are  these :~  As  soon  as  the  patient  swallows 

the  guaiacom  mixture  did  not  act  suffi-  food  a  burning  sensation  is  felt,  and  soon 

ciently  on  the  bowels;  it  was  omitted  for  a  ^fter  the  food  is  returned,  at  first  unalter. 

day  or  two;  her  bowels  were  then  opened  ed,  but  subsequently  mixed  with  a  bitter 

freely,  after  which  we  resumed  the  use  of  or  sour  fluid.     After  a  time  every  thing 

the  mixture,  and  the  issue  has  been  such  taken  is  vomited,  and  then  the  patient 

as  I  have  stated.  brings  up  matter  not  only  a  little  changed, 

but  a  quantity  of  matter  resembling  coffee- 

PARALYSIS  FROM  LEAD.  grouuHs.    lu  this  Way  the  discasc  goes  on. 

The  cases  of  poisoning  from  lead  are  until  death  ensues.     These  are  the  symp- 

essentially  chronic  in  their  nature,  but  toms  named  in  books  as  the  most  import- 

tbose  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  last  lecture  ant  symptoms  of  cancer  of  the  pylorus,  but 

are  better.  Claney,  who  is  suffering  under  there  is  another  disease  which  goes  under 

diseaseof  six  years' standing,  has  less  pain,  that  name,  which  is  of  a  very  different 

and  is  taking  nourishment    There  is  still  character,  viz.    the    fungoid    disease,    of 

necessity  for  continuing  the  daily  exhibi-  which  I  am  now  about  to  si)eak.    Some- 

tion  of  castor  oil,  to  relieve  the  spasm  of  times  the  internal  membrane  is  not  affect- 

the  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  under  which  ed,  but  between  the  coats  is  deposited  an 

he   labours.     The  other  is  a  case  which  enormous  quantity  of  the  same  sort  of 

will  require  weeks  instead  of  days,  before  matter  which  is  JU)und  in  the  brain,  the 

we  ctLU  expect  to  see  any  decided  altera-  lungs,  the  liver,   and  the  kidneys,  and 

tion.  However,  the  last  report  is,  that  the  ig  termed  fungus  haemotades,  or  encepha- 

moscles    of  the  abdomen    have    become  loid  disease.    The  present  case  is  a  very 

relaxed ;  the  appetite  is  improved,  but  the  well  mark^  instance    of  the    affection, 

castor  oil  acta  imperfectly ;  he  was  obliged  Sometimes  this  fungoid  matter  exists  in  a 

to  take  several  doses  before  we  got  any  very    considerable    quantity,    and  some. 

eracoation  at  all.  times,  as  in  tlie  case  before  us,  it  is  bare- 
ly   appreciable    by    the   external    touch. 

rcNOUS  H2MAT0DE8  OF  THE  STOMACH.  g^j^g  y^^^  ^go  I  saw  a  gentleman  who 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  a  very  important  had    been    for  years  past   losinj^    flesh : 

cate,  at  present  in  the  hospital — that  of  J.  though  he  had  a  very  fair  appetite,  still 

Wilson.      Almost  the  first  day  of  the  ses-  his  food  did  not  seem  to  nourish  him,  but 

tion  yon  saw  in  the  dead-house  the  post-  his  general  aspect  indicated  that  he  labour- 

mortem  examination  of  a  man   named  cd  ondcr  a  malignant  discasc.    Not  being 
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able  to  detect  dnj  particular  appearances,  part  intenrenes ;  and  there  is  also  present 
I  requested  liim  to  lie  in  bed,  that  I  might  this  sjmptom  of  water-brash.  I  should 
hav'j  an  opportunity  of  examining  his  beg  you  to  observe,  that  although  the 
body.  Midway  between  the  umbilicus  water-brash  may  exist  without  organic 
and  the  ribs  of  the  left  side  was  an  enor«  disease,  yet  its  presence  is  always  suspi- 
mous  tumor,  so  large  that  I  found  he  cious,  and  it  becomes  essentially  necessary 
could  scarcely  hare  buttoned  his  breeches  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  liver 
without  perceiving  it,  and  yet  he  had  and  the  stomach.  The  water-brash  con- 
no  vomiting,  no  pain  in  the  part;  his  ap-  sists  in  the  bringing  up,  everv  now  and 
petite  was  tolerably  good,  and  never  at  then,  of  a  small  quantity  of  clear  water, 
any  period  during  his  illness  did  he  reject  In  a  private  case  which  I  had  under  my 
his  food.  Here  is  a  case,  [presenting  a  care  for  two  years,  the  only  inconvenience 
specimen]  where  one  half  of  the  stomach  which  the  patient  suffered,  was,  that  his 
is  occupied  by  a  fungoid  growth,  leaving  mouth  filled  with  cold  water,  so  that  he 
the  pylorus  tolerably  free.  The  speci-  was  obliged  to  leave  the  room  and  eva- 
men  having  been  in  spirits  for  a  long  time,  cuatc  it  several  times  in  the  day :  the  water 
has  shmnk.  Although  the  fungoid  mass  was  tasteless.  In  the  present  case,  the  pa - 
occupied  so  large  a  portion  of  the  stomach,  tient  represents  the  fluid  as  sometimes  salt 
yet  the  patient  went  on  to  the  last  hour  and  sometimes  bitter,  and  it  comes  up  in 
much  as  ordinary  persons  do,  in  respect  to  small  quantities.  In  many  cases  of  this 
food.  description   this  is  a  morbid  symptom; 

How  docs  it  happen  that  in  certain  but  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  moment 
cases  termed  cancer  there  is  pain  and  vo.  you  see  it  you  are  to  conclude  that  the 
miting,  while  in  other  cases  these  symp-  patient  labours  under  cancer.  I  remember 
toms  are  absent?  In  the  great  majority  seeing  the  case  of  a  patient,  in  Middlesex 
of  instances  there  is  a  difference  in  the  Hospital,  who  spat  up  a  quart  of  water  in 
disease.  In  cancer  of  the  stomach  there  is  a  day,  which  nad  some  acidity.  When 
thickening  and  ulceration  of  the  coats  of  she  died,  it  was  found  to  arise  from  an 
that  organ,  whereas  fungus  bematodes  is  enormous  liver,  in  which  there  were  tuber, 
a  new  structure.  In  the  latter  case  the  cles  of  this  fungoid  disease.  It  is  a  symp- 
tumor  is  very  compreftible,  so  that  when  tom  of  disease  of  the  stomach,  or  viscera ; 
food  is  taken  into  the  stomach,  it  is  pushed  and  where  a  person's  looks  indicate  the 
through  the  pylorus,  the  passage  itself  be-  existence  of  organic  disease,  it  is  to  be 
ing  left  tolerably  free.  That  is  the  case  looked  upon  wiui  suspicion.  It  occurs  in 
in  the  specimen  on  the  tabic — the  pylo-  Scotland  as  a  functional  disease  of  the 
rus  is  not  contracted.  Here  are  some  stomach,  and  is  supposed  to  arise  fh>m  cat- 
drawings  by  Cruveilhier,  [exhibiting  them]  ing  vegetable  food.  How  for  that  is  true 
very  beautifullv  executed,  of  true  cancer.  I  cannot  say ;  but  in  the  present  instance 
In  such  cases  the  patients  become  extraor-  we  look  upon  it  as  a  symptom  of  deep- 
dinarily  thin,  and  there  is  always  pain  and  seated  organic  disease, 
vomiting.  Sometimes  patients  become  so  The  practice  in  this  case  has  been  to 
excessively  thin,  that  you  can  feel  the  place  the  patient  on  nourishing  diet;  and  I 
hardened  portion  through  the  abdominal  will  explain  why  I  ordered  toe  following 
parictes,  but  that  is  not  commonly  the  medicine: — twenty  drops  of  liq.  potassae; 
case.  Here  is  a  case  [referring  to  a  half  a  scruple  of  canella  alba,  and  ten 
drawing]  where  thelowerhalf  of  the  pylo-  drachms  of  infus.  cascarilla.  Looking  at 
rus  is  scirrhous:  it  is  like  a  case  which  I  the  case,  in  the  first  instance  we  should 
saw  of  Dr.  Chambers's,  in  which  the  say  that  it  was  produced  by  inflammation, 
whole  stomach  was  in  this  state.  Here  is  or  increased  action  going  on,  and  that  sti- 
a  drawing  of  a  case  resembling  as  nearly  mulating  remedies  should  be  avoided ;  but 
as  possible  that  of  the  patient  up  stairs :  in  fungoid  diseases  we  do  not  find  that  to 
there  is  a  fungoid  growth,  which  may  not  be  the  case,  and  there  is  no  medicine  with 
be  appreciable  externally,  but  it  surrounds  which  I  am  acquainted  that  will  diminish 
the  pylorus,  and  is  deposited  in  the  coats.  the  symptoms  so  much  as  this.    I~do  not 

Another    remarkable    coincidence    oc-  know  that  carminative  medicines  are  at- 

curs :  although  there  is  no  vomiting,  there  tended  with  any  other  effect  than  the  relief 

is  another  symptom  —  pyrosis,  or  water-  of  the  symptoms.     Some   patients   will 

brash.    Where  the  growth  is  large,  as  in  take  brandy     and     water     better    than 

the  specimen  before   vou,  the  membrane  any  thing  else;  and  as  it  is  a  mortal 

secretes  this  water,  and  it  is  a  symptom  of  disease,   the  patient  .should  be  made  as 

the  disease.     In  the  present  case  there  is  comfortable  as   possible.      Whether    liq. 

no  vomiting  when  food  is  taken  into  the  potassae  acts  on  this  as  on  tumors  of  asus- 

Ftomacl),  nor  is  there  any  pain ;  hut  on  nicious  nature,  it  is  impossible  to  say.    I 

pressing  externally,  pain  is  experienced,  have  seen  paticzits  take  this  remedy   for 

because  pressure  is  made  on  the  fungoid  many  weeks,  with  an  iitprovement  of  the 

growth,  and  The   peritoneum  in  the  same  general  health,  and  certainly  a  delay  of  the 


DR.  SEYMOUR  S  CLINICAL  LECTURE.  153 

fatal  sytnptmns ;  and  ibis  has  induced  me  which  the  tumor  is  found.  You  are  aware 
to  give  it  in  the  present  instance.  If  there  that  the  pylonis  is  generally  situated 
had  been  a  gnawing  pain  in  the  stomach,  above  the  umhilicuR,  towards  the  right 
the  medicine  would  have  been  ill  applied,  side,  hut  here  it  is  midway  above  the  um- 
and  1  should  have  given  something  which  hilicus,  towards  the  left  side.  How  comes 
woald  relieve  that  dreadful  distress  on  it  in  this  situation  ?  The  mass  has  in- 
taking  food,  which  always  occurs  in  true  creased  in  this  direction,  and  become  ad- 
cancer  of  the  stomach.  The  principal  re-  hcrent.  Sometimes  I  have  seen  it  drag 
medtes  to  be  looked  to  for  the  relief  of  down  two  or  three  inches  below  the  umbili- 
paln  are  the  absorbents  such  as  magnesia,  cus;  and  in  one  instance  it  was  so  large 
<»r  a  saline  draught.  Ten  grains  of  mag-  and  low,  that  it  was  believed  to  be  a  lodg- 
nesia  several  times  in  the  day  will  ment  of  feces  in  the  colon,  having  caused 
sometimes  work  wonders;  or  equal  parts  adhesion.  An  opening  was  made  (after 
of  magnesia  and  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  consultation)  by  a  very  celebrated  surgeon. 
In  the  caae  which  you  saw  after  death,  and  a  small  quantity  of  matter  was  let  out, 
the  man  was  frequently  relieved  for  which  appeared  to  nave  been  contained  in 
many  weeks  by  the  subnitrate  of  bis-  the  tumor.  Here  [presenting  it]  is  the 
muth,  and  was  rendered  a  great  deal  more  preparation. 

comfortable.  I  have  seen  this  happen  in  This  is  a  very  interesting  case,  and  I  re- 
fn any  cases.  The  dose  is  ten  grains  of  the  commend  yon  to  examine  it;  but  I  beg 
sabnitrate  of  bismuth  and  magnesia,  and  that  you  will  not  make  hard  pressure,  on 
this  may  be  given  three  or  four  times  a  account  of  the  pain  to  which  it  gives  rise. 
day.  It  is  not  the  magnesia  alone  which  Having  seen  one  of  these  cases,  you  will 
prndaces  the  g^ood  effect,  for  I  have  been  never  forget  it.  These  tumors,  which 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  bismuth  come  in  this  particular  part  of  the  body, 
where  magnesia  has  failed;  so  that  the  are  very  different  from  what,  under  cancc- 
bismnth  has  some  spcci6c  action.  Professor  rous  disease,  yon  would  expect  to  be  the 
Odler,  of  Geneva,  6rst  employed  it,  and  case:  this  man  may  live  for  many  years. 
it  became  veir  popular  in  the  north  of  The  constitutional  symptoms  are  extreme 
Eorope,  especially  in  cases  of  cardialgia:  sensibility  in  every  part  of  the  body,  and 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  made  him  a  pre-  the  pulse  continues  at  about  a  hundred 
tent  of  a  diamond  ring.  It  was  then  till  the  near  approach  of  death.  Some- 
used  here,  and  not  being  found  to  answer  times  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  collects  in 
in  all  cases,  it  seemed  for  some  time  to  be  the  peritoneum,  but  not  often.  It  not  un- 
laid aside;  but  the  employment  of  it  is  frequently  happens  that  the  veins  absorb  a 
•gain  revived.  It  relieves  pain,  whether  certain  portion  of  the  mass  ;  and  it  like- 
arising  from  functional  oroi^ganic  disease,  wi«e  not  un frequently  occurs  that  the  liver 
and  more  especially  where  there  is  this  has  a  similar  deposit  in  it  of  fungoid  mat- 
secretion  of  mucus  m>m  the  stomach,  in  a  ter.  I  have  nothing  farther  to  say  upon 
greater  degree  than  any  other  remedy  with  the  case,  than  to  advise  you  to  watch  it, 
which  I  am  acquainted.  The  next  best  because,  although  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
remedy  for  the  relief  of  the  pain  is  prns-  store  the  man  to  health,  yet  it  is  interest- 
uc  acid ;  and  I  know  that  in  the  new  ing  in  a  scientific  point  of  view.  To  sec 
Pharmacopoeia  we  shall  have  a  formula  the  symptoms  during  life,  and  to  be  able 
for  its  preparation.  One  of  the  evils  at-  to  test  them  after  death,  is  of  great  impor- 
tendant  on  this  medicine  is,  that  it  decom-  tance  to  men  of  our  profession* 
poses  very  readily,  and  therefore  we  are 

iinoertain*as  to  its  strength.    In  the  usual  epilepsy. 
form,  two  to  three  minims  of  Scheele*s  There  arc  three  cases  in  the  house,  of 
medicinal  acid,  at  the  ntmost,  exhibited  the  same  disease  (speaking  from  the  ex- 
several  times  a-day,  will  relieve  the  pain,  ternal  appearances),  although  they  have 

In  the  present  instance  tbc  object  is,  if  probably  arisen  from  very  dinerent  causes. 

possible,  to  diminish  the  growth  of  the  The  first  is  the  case  of  Gibbons,  in  Crale 

tamor,  to  nourish  the  patient,  and  to  give  Ward;  the  second  a  boy,  named  Higgins, 

bim  those  medicines  which  will  cause  a  in  Hope  Ward  ;  the  third  has  only  been 

diminished  secretion    ttom    the  fungoid  under  my  care  a  few  days,  having  come  to 

mass.     With  regard  to  the  external  pain  me  from  the  surgeons'  ward. 

on  pressure,  a  blister  has  been  applied,  Gibbons's  case  is  perhaps  the  most  re- 

and  ordered  to  be  dressed  with  mercurial  markable.    She  is   at  present,  to  all  ap- 

ointment,  which  is  found  the  most  effec-  pearance,  in  perfect  health,  and  is  about 

tuai  in  these  casts.    The  pain,  however,  24  or  25  years  of  age.    About  two  years 

arises  from  the  external  growth  of  the  tu-  since,  she  was  attacked  with  epileptic  fits. 

mor  and  pressure  upon  the  part,  and  not  Ej»ilepsy  is  defined  to  be  **  convulsions, 

from  the  interior  of  the  stomach.  ending  in  sleep  \"  the  patient  falls  down, 

A  word  with  regard  to  the  position  in  and  foums  at  the  mouth.    There  arc  a 


154  DR*  SEYMOUli's  CLINICAL  LECTURE* 

great  number  of  gymptoDi!!  which  occur  in  it  a  great  remedy  with  some  penooi, 
particular  persons.  After  remaining  when  hysteria  goes  to  a  great  esteot.  As 
strongly  convulsed  and  foaming  at  the  the  woman  has  been  here  many  weeks,  no 
mouth,  for  a  period  varying  from  five  mi-  method  has  been  left  antried.  Since  I 
nutcs  to  half  an  hour,  the  tit  goes  off,  and  have  resorted  to  this  rubbing  in,  1  think 
the  patient  falls  into  a  profound  sleep.  In  the  fits  have  declined  a  little,  and  I  wish 
the  case  of  Gibbons  the  fits  are  very  short,  it  to  be  continued,  to  see  whether  those 
and  she  is  attacked  without  any  warning,  consequences  will  take  place  which  I  have 
In  the  great  majority  of  instances  the  pa-  sometimes  heard  of  in  private  practice, 
tient  is  warned  by  a  sensation  in  the  head,  These  cases  are  all  well  worthy  of  your 
or  a  creeping  sensation  up  the  finger,  or  observation,  because  it  is  one  of  the  most 
arising  from  the  foot,  or  sometimes  in  the  difiicult  diseases  we  have  to  treat;  and  if, 
belly :  and  when  it  reaches  the  head,  the  on  inquiry,  you  should  find  any  mode  of 
«  patient  falls  down  in  a  fit.  This  aura  has  treatment  followed  by  success,  you  will 
been  termed  aura-epileptica,  I  do  not  think  have  numbers  of  instances  in  which  to  em- 
that  it  is  present  in  any  of  these  three  ploy  it  in  future  life.  These  cases  some- 
cases.  In  a  woman  twenty-four  years  of  times  require  to  be  very  long  under  treat- 
age,  suffering  under  such  a  slight  form  of  ment,  because  there  is  a  long  interval  be- 
the  disease,  we  should  naturally  look  to  tween  the  fits. 

the  uterine  organs  as  the  cause.     There        The  next  case  is  that  of  Higgins,  who 

being  no  fall,  no    blow,  nothing  which  labours  under  a  very  remarkable  form  of 

could  immediately  call  attention  to  disease  the  disease.    He  was  acow-keeper,  and  he 

of  the  brain,  and  there  being  no  particular  says     that    the     man     who    was    over 

affection  of  that  organ  instanced  by  double  him  was  very    harsh,  and    beat  him    a 

vision  or  half  vision,  or  palsy  in  any  part  good  deal,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he 

of  the  body,  the  first  thing  in  such  *a  case  beat  him  about  the  head.      He  is  a  great, 

is  to  inquire  whether  any  part  at  a  dis-  thick,  fat  fellow,  about  twenty  years  of 

tance  is  suffering    from  cleranged  func-  age,  and  of  a  plethoric  habit  of  body.    It 

tion ;    because    (more    particularly)    the  is  remarkable  that  the  fits  came  on  but 

uterine     organs    being     affected,    parts  oncrt  a  month,  and  he  says  it  is  always  at 

situated  at  a  distance  sympathise  with  the  full  moon.    The  theory  of  the  influ. 

them.     Thinking    it    very    likely    that  ence  of  the  moon  upon  disease  and  mania, 

this  was   the  case  here,  I  made  inqui-  has  long  since  been  abandoned  by  all  sen- 

ries  as  to  the  menstruation, and  found  tnat  sible  men  ;  but  the  only  fits  he  has  had 

it  was  not  very  regular.    As  the  fits  were  have  come  on  at  the  end  of  a  month.    I 

yery  slight,  and  were  unaccompanied  by  do  not  believe  that  the  moon  has  any  thing 

warning,  or  by  violent  pain  (for  there  was  to  do  with  them,  but  I  do  believe  that 

no  pain,  and  no  tangible  symptom  of  or-  there  is,  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  a  peri- 

ganic  disease),  I  endeavoured  to  treat  it  as  odicity.    The  disease  first  comes  on  at  the 

an  hysterical  affection  dependent  on  the  end  of  a  month,  and  then  it  does  not  oc- 

condition  of  the  uterus.    She  was  conse-  cur  again  for  a  month ;  and  when  the  ha- 

quently  ordered  to  take  large  doses  of  as-  bit  is  once  acquired,  there  is  often  a  perio. 

saftetida,  to  be  copped  on  the  sacrum  im-  dicity  observed.  In  certain  maniacal  cases, 

mediately  before  the  return  of  the  period,  persons  will  be  for  a  fortnight  what  is 

and  she  afterwards  used  the  cold  shower-  called  Ai^ft— difiicnlt to  manage;  and  then 

bath.    There  was  some  relief  at  first;  the  for  a  fortnight  they  will  be  (oio— that  is, 

fits  only  occurred  at  the  interval  of  a  fort,  melancholy  —and  the  change  will  take 

night,  and  then  again  they  became  fre-  place  at  the  same  time  to  an  hour;  say  at 

quent    Subeequently  to  this  she  took  vale-  eleven  o'clock  at  night.    I  knew  one  in- 

rian,  but  still  without  any  good  effect  stance  of  a  young  lady  who  was  deranged 

Steel,  in  small  does,  was  tried,  but  it  was  for  many  years,  and  was  in  these  particu- 

obliged  to  be  g^ven  np.    She  has  been  lar  circumstances.    She  was  in  a  house 

bled  and  cupped  repeatedly  for  the  com.  where  the  observations  could  be  made  with 

plaint,  without  the  smiUlest  good  effect,  the  most  perfect  accuracy.    When  I  found 

I  held  a  consultation  upon  Uie  case  with  her  gay  and  lively,  the  nurse  would  say 

Dr.  Chambers,  who  recommended  large  that  she  was  within  two  days  of  becoming 

doses  of  ammonia:  it  was  tried,  but  with-  l<»w;  and  to  the  day,  almost  to  the  hour, 

out    advantage.      Sulphate  of  zinc  was  the  change  used  to  take  place.    There  are 

then    used,   but    that  also  failed.    Not  circumstances  which  are  observed  likewise 

finding    that  the  ordinary    remedies  of  in  nervous  pain  of  the  face :  it  will  go  on 

a  depleting,  evacuating,    or  stimulating  for  three  or  four  days,  and  then  intermit, 

kind,  were  beneficial,  I  had  recourse  to  Intermittent   paiu  of   the  bead  is  very 

what    is    sometimes    very  serviceable —  common,  though  it  does  not  arise  from 

rubbing  the  spine  with  a  strong    lini.  marsh  miasmata  ;  and  there  may  bean  in- 

racnt  (ext  bellad.  in  caroph.  lin.)    This  termission  of  pain  arising  from  oigunic 
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disease  of  the  bead.    Where  there  is  a  re.  was  accompanied  by  a  violent  pain  in  the 

galar  intennission,  arsenic  will  frequently  head,  by  great  stupor,  and  which  left  him 

remore  it,  even  where  it  depends  on  oi^ga-  very  ill  after  it.      He  was  again  bled  two 

nic  disease.  days  afterwards,  but  the  blood  was  neither 

This  boy  tried  a  great  many  things  be-  buffed  nor  cupped  ;  there  was  no  trace  of 

fore  became  into  the  house;  and,  among  inflammation,  nur  has  been  any  whatever 

others,  he  had  recourse  to  charms.     Many  in  the  interval     Since  that  time  there  has 

of  ynu  have  seen  him;  he  is  a  goo<I-na-  been  no  fit,  aud  he  is  to  all  appearance,  in 

tored-looking  lad,  with  an  abundance  of  perfect  health.     All  that  is  done  by  me  at 

red  hair,  and  is  rather  a  short  fat  person,  present,  is  to  keep  him  on  low  diet,  to  put 

Thirty  anmarrieJ  ladies  (for  if  there  had  him  in  the  t^hower- bath,  keep  hit  head 

been  a  married  one  it  would  have  broken  cool,  and  his   bowels  freelv  open.      I  be- 

the  spell)  combined  together  to  buy  him  a  lieve  that  there  is  no  evidence  whatever 

silTer  ring,  to  wear  on  his  left  hand,  for  the  of  organic  disease.    If  the  periodicity  of 

purpose  of  breaking  off  the  fits.     This,  the  disease  should  still  continue,  I  shall 

gentlemen,  is  **  the  march  of  intellect.''  be  obliged  to  try  him  with  arsenic  in  the 

He  has  desisted  from  the  use  of  the  ring,  interval  of  the  fits,  for  the   purpose  <if 

bat    with    considerable    difficulty.      He  keeping  off  the  intermission  observed  in 

asked  one  gentleman  whether  he  did  not  the  disease. 

think  that  there  was  something  in  it.  Of  the  last  case,  I  can  give  you  but  little 

Charms  have  been  from  all  eternity  used  information  at  present:    fur' the  patient 

for  curing  this  disease,  and  often  with  has  only  just  been  put  under  my  care.  He 

cflect,  because  the  minds  of  individuals  says  that  the  disease  arose  subsequently  to 

will  sometimes  exercise  over  these  inter*  a  fall,  and  if  so,  there  is,  in  all  probability, 

missions  a  considerable  degree  of  influ-  some  organic  disease  in  the  brain-    The 

enoe.      Epileptic  persons  who  have  warn-  case  has  been  sent  to  me  from  Sir  Beoja- 

ing  of  the  attack,  will  sometimes  be  able  min  Brodie,  as  not  being  a  surgical  case. 

to  stop  it.     I  remember  a  boy  telling  me  1  suppose,  therefore,  that  there  is  some 

that  when  the  fit  was  coming  on,  he  bit  mistake  in  the  man's  statement,  or  Sir 

his  tongue,  and  the  pain  kept  off  the  fit  Benjamin's  attention  has  not  been  drawn 

A  ligature  placed  round  the  limb,  or  the  to  the  fall.     The  difficulty  is  increased  by 

putting  on   of  a  tourniquet,  will  some-  the  man  stuttering  so  as  to  make  it  impos- 

times  stop  the  fit  where  there  is  warning,  sible  fur  him  to  convey  an  intelligible  an- 

Undoubtedly  there  is  no  disease  where  swer.    I  have  desired  that  the  history  of 

charms  have  been  so  much  resorted  to  as  the  cose  may  be  obtained  from  his  friends. 

this  complaint,  more  particularly  because  He  says  that  the  disease  is  of  about  two 

it  has  been  supposed  to  be  an  infliction  of  years'  duration ;  that  it  immediately  sue- 

Providence,  an  1  hence  it  has  been  called  ceeded  the  fall  upon  his  head  ;  and  that  he 

mufrbui  $aeer.    The  Druids  allotted  to  it  the  has  had  several  fits  a  day,  at  interval.*, 

mislctoe,  the  misletoe  being  sacred  to  the  since  that  time.     We  mu'^t  endeavour  to 

gods,  and  therefore  being  the  best  to  be  make  out  whether  there  is  any  injury  of 

employed  in  keeping  off  a  divine  infliction,  the  brain,  before   wc  can  proceed  in  the 

Dr.  Baillie  states  that  he  has  seen  epilepsy  treatment  with  any  hope  of  success. 

cared  the  most  frequently  by  the  nitrate  of  Epilepsy  may  certainly  arise  spontane- 

silver,    then    by     oleum    succinum,    and  ously,  witnout  any  organic  disease.      Yuu 

thirdly,  by  the  viscus  quercus,  or  misletoe ;  are  aware  that  the  greatest  people  of  anti- 

8o  that  whether  the  Druids  gave  a  good  quity  were  subject  to  this  very  complaint, 

guess,  or  were  informed  that  it  would  cure  and  which,  in  some  instances,  was  sup- 

the  disease.  Dr.   Baillie,  a  man  of  un-  posed  to  be  a  proof  of  increased,  rather 

doubted  sagacity,  had  some  confidence  in  than    of  diminished,    faculties.      Julius 

this  medicine.  Caesar,  every  one  believes  to  have  been  a 

On  the  2d  October  this  patient  had  a  man  of  superior  talent,  and  yet  he  was 

fit,  and  it  recurred  three  times  that  day.  subject  to  epileptic  fits.     Mahomet  was 

When  he  first  came  in,  I  had  him  bled,  subject  to  the  same  description  of  fits,  and 

and  put  him  on  antispasmodic  medicines ;  yet  be  was  in  possession  of  his  faculties 

his  head  was  kept  cool,  and  his  bowels  nearly  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life— 

regularly  purged.     1  believed  that  there  never,  except  during  the  fit,  having  shewn 

was  only  some  fulness  of  the  vessels  of  the  any  thing  but  a  knowledge  of  mankind, 

bead  ;  be  was  evidently  fond  of  employing  and  their  wants  and  wishes.     A   great 

the    functions    of   the    stomach ;    and   I  many  other  persons  have  been  subject  to 

thought  by  these  means,  and  a  low  diet,  I  this    particular   complaint,    without    its 

should  keep  off  the  fit      However,  on  the  shortening  their  lives,  or  impairing  their 

2d  October,  the  day  that  he  expected  the  reason  ;  aud  consequently,  it  is  certain  that 

fit  would  appear,  be  had  a  severe  attack,  there  are  cases  arising  from  functional  de- 

whicfa  lasted  some  considerable  time,  and  rangcmcnt     Children  are  sometimes  at 


166  DR.  Seymour's  clinical  lecture. 

tacked  with  epilepsy  from  teething,    or  is  not  the  least  ground  for  doabting  the 

irritation  in  the  bowels.     Adults  are  lia-  statements  of  these  gentlemen ;  for  either 

ble  to  it — and  particularly  females,  from  they  were  impostors,  which  we  cannot  be- 

a    derangement  of   the    uterine    system,  lieve,   or  the  cases  occurred.     Assuming 

Still,  however,  there  area  great  number  of  the  latter  to  be  correct,  though  it  by  no 

cases  in  which  epilepsy  appears  to  depend  means  proves  that  epile|>sy,  as  an  organic 

on  organic  disease  of  the  brain,  and  like-  disease,  may  not  arise  from  other  parts 

wise  where  it  ends  in  stupidity,  fatuity,  or  besides  the  f>rain ;  yet  it  proves  that  it  is 

madness.     In  all  cases  we  must  determine  very  frequently,  and  most  frequently,  de- 

what  is  the  condition  of  the  brain.  Where  pendent  on  an  organic  alteration  of  that 

it  arises  in  children  from  teething,  and  in  roost  important  portion  of  the  brain, 

certain  cases  even  where  it  occurs  at  the  There  is  no  evidence  in  any  of  the  cases 

period  of  menstruation,  the  care  is  not  before  us  of  organic  disease,  which  is  ma- 

Yery    difficult ;    and  there  are    ca^es    in  nifested  in  the  interval,  where  that  is  the 

which  the  prognosis  may  be  quite  f  ivoura-  case,  by  other  affections.     If  the  patient 

ble.    It  will  sometimes  arise  from  the  pre-  see  double,  or  half  an  object — if  he  remain 

sence  of  worms.  •  One  of  the  worst  cases  after  the  fits  in  a  state  of  stupor  for  a 

that  I  ever  witnessed — varying  from  epi-  length  of  time,  and  the  mind  gradually 

lepsy  to  catalepsy— occurred  rn  a  young  declines,  the  fits  becoming  more  frequent 

lady  affected  with  Inmbrici ;  and  yet  lum-  as  he  advances  in  life,  we  may  believe  that 

brici  exist  in  many  cases,  without  pro-  there  is  organic  disease;  and  such  cases, 

ducing  any  obvious  bad  effect.  as  far  as  I  know,  are  absolutely  incurable. 

The  treatment  in  the  first  case — that  of  A    great  many   counter-irritants  have 

the  female^ has  been  to  endeavour  to  regu-  been  recommended  in  this  disease,  one  of 

late,  as  far  as  possible,  the  uterine  system,  which  is  tartar  emetic  ointment  applied 

active  remedies  having  been  employed  be-  to  the  head,  which  will  bring  out  pustules, 

fore.     In  the  case  of  the  boy,  the  object  is  Two  drachms  of  tartar  emetic  may  be 

to  reduce  the  state  of  the  plethora  to  the  combined  with  an  ounce  of  hog's  lard ; 

standard  of  health,  and  then  to  try  to  and  a  bit  about  the  size  of  a  nutmeg  may 

prevent    the    intermittent    attacks    from  be  rubbed  over  the   head  morning  and 

coming  on  regularly.    And  in  the  third  evening.     Some  persons  have  great  faith 

case,  we  must  ascertain  whether  there  has  in  this  remedy.    The  late  Dr.  Jenner  had 

been  any  blow  which  has  caused  organic  a  decided  opinion  in  its  favour,  in  cases  of 

disease  of  the  head.  disordered  intellect.    He  states  that  mak- 

A  great  many  observations  have  been  ing  an  eruption  at  a  distance  is  the  way 
made  as  to  what  part  of  the  brain  is  most  to  cure  the  complaint  One  of  the  causes 
generally  affected  in  epilepsy,  and  there  alleged  as  productive  of  epilepsy  all  over 
are  a  number  of  disputes  on  the  subject,  the  continent  is  the  repercussion  of  a  cu- 
Sometimes  it  has  been  thought  that  a  taneous  eruption ;  and  nothing  is  more 
small  portion  of  bone  deposited  in  the  common  than  to  hear  of  the  cessation  of 
falx,  and  irritating  the  brain,  has  been  the  some  eruptive  disease  preceding  the  epi. 
cause.  (  remember  a  case  of  this  kind,  leptie  attack.  I  presume  that  Uiese  were 
which  was  discovered  on  opening  the  body  the  cases  in  Dr.  Jenner's  mind  when  he 
after  death,  but  where  there  was  not  more  recommended  this  medicine.  He  has  pub- 
bone  deposited  in  the  falz  than  I  have  lished  several  cases  of  mania  which  were 
seen  in  many  cases  without  such  a  result,  cured  by  this  remedy.  His  wc^k,  which 
Some  persons  have  attributed  it  to  bodies  was  published  in  1822,  is  very  difficult  to 
of  the  nature  of  hydatids,  which  arc  found  be  obtained.  He  shews  that  many  dis- 
In  the  plexus  choroides ;  but  in  general,  eases  of  the  brain  arise  after  persons  have 
though  not  always,  you  will  find  the  orga-  been  accustomed  to  some  habitual  erup- 
nic  disease  in  the  cerebellum.  Some  re-  tion,  which  has  ceased.  I  saw  the  book 
markable  observations  were  made  on  the  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  bacic,  but  since 
subject  by  two  physicians  in  Germany —  that  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a  copy.  I 
the  Wenzels.  They  agreed,  together  tried  the  Medico-ChirurgicAl  Society,  the 
with  other  medical  men,  to  seek  through-  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  British 
out  the  district  round  them  for  cases  of  Museum,  but  it  was  not  to  be  procured, 
epilepsy,  to  watch  them,  and  when  the  I  then  wrote  to  Dr.  Jenner's  friend  and 
patient  died  to  examine  the  brain  by  the  executor,  Dt.  Baron,  of  Chdtenham,  and 
side  of  a  healthy  brain,  so  that  they  might  he  has  let  me  see  it.  In  the  book  are  re- 
more  correctly  see  what  was  amiss.  They  lated,  as  I  have  said,  many  cases  of  tartar 
published  their  work  some  years  ago,  in  emetic  ointment  being  rubbed  on  the  skin 
which  1  think  thirty  cases,  with  the  post-  having  cured  mania,  the  affection,  in 
mortem  examinations,  were  mentioned ;  some  instances,  having  supervened  on  the 
and  in  every  ouc  of  these  there  was  more  cessation  of  some  habitual  eruption.  It 
or  less  disease  of  the  cerebellum.    There  was  Dr.  Jenner's  practice  to  rub  it  on  the 
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arro*  or  l«»g».     He  recommends  keeping  TREATMENT   OF    FRACTURE    BY 

up  the  eraption  for  the  8pace  of  three  ^    BONE-SETTER, 

weeks.    I  am  lochned  to  think  that,  if  in  j.  ^  ^^m  a^k^. 

some  of  these  cases  I  am  not  successful  by  coroner's    inquest. 
other  means,  I  shall  give  it  a  fair  trial. 

These  cases,  then,  you  will  bear  in  mind.  The  most  important  inquest  which  has 

Read  the  symptoms  as  well  as  vou  can  fur  taken   place   in  Lincoln   for  some   years, 

yourselfes,  and  obserre  the  medicines  pre-  was  held  at  the  County  Hospital  on  Wed- 

scribed,  the  objectof  which  will  be  pointed  nesday  last,  commencing  at  four  o'clock  in 

out  in  future  lectures,  or  at  the  bed-side  of  the  afternoon,  and  continuing  until  ten  at 

the  patient.    In  this  way  you  will  get  a  night.      It  was  held  before  Mr.  James 

complete  history  of  the  cases ;  and  if  you  Hitchins,  coroner,  and  a  highly  respecta- 

only  discover  what  has  had  a  great  repu.  ble  jury  of  sixteen  citizens,  on  view  of  the 

tatioD,  but  will  not  cure  the  disease,  even  body  of  John  Scott,  then  lying  dead  in  the 

that  will  be  a  great  matter.  hospital.  ^  After  viewing  the  body,  the 

coroner  addressed  the  jury,  stating  that  in  a 

PARAPLEGIA.  town  like  Lincoln,  it  was  impossible  they 

Before  concluding  I  will  call  your  at-  could  come  to  an  inquest  without  recciv- 

tention  to  a  case  of  paraplegia  in  Cam-  ing  some  intimation  on  the  subject  they 

bridge  Ward,  which  I  hope  is  going  on  were  to  decide  upon,  and  he  was  aware 

well  under  the  employment  of  tincture  of  there  were  various  rumours  afloat  ou  the 

cantharides.    It  is  a  curious  and  interest-  present  occasion.    He  felt  quite  confident, 

ing  casoy  and  is  worthy  of  your  obser-  on  looking  at  the  respectable  jury  assem- 

▼ation.  bled,  he  need  not  tell  them  they  must  be 

The  patient  labours  under  palsy  of  the  guidled  by  the  evidence  alone,  throwing  all 

hands  and  feet  (diminished  sensibility  and  reports  to  the  winds.    After  a  few  other 

motion),  and  some  few  weeks  ago  was  to.  observations  the  inquest  proceeded, 

tally  unable  to  walk  acroFS    the  ward.  William  Bourn  resided  in  Lincoln,  and 

There  was  pain  of  the  bead,  and  as  it  was  saw  a  man  drive  up  to  the  Adam  and 

not  relieved  by  bleeding  and  every  medi-  Eve,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret,  on 

cine  which  was  administered,  there  was  Thursday  last,  about  half- past  four  in  the 

every  reason  to  fear  some  organic  disease  afternoon;    he  was  driving  a  three  horse 

of  the  brain.    He  took  mercury,  and  sub-  van,  belonging  to  Mr.  Dawson,  of  With- 

seqnently  strychnine,  in  such  large  doses,  call,  in  which  were  eight  rams.    In  at- 

that  I  was  afraid  to  give  it  any  longer;  tempting  to  pull  up  against  the  Adam 

and  I  then  put  him  upon  thirty  drops  of  and  Eve,  the  van  got  master  of  the  horses, 

tincture  of  cantharides  thrice  daily.    He  which  becoming  unmanageable, threw  over 

is  now  able  to  walk  with  a  stick,  and  feels  the  vehicle,  and  pitched  out  both  tlie  man 

bis  ankles  and  knees  getting  better.    The  and  the  rams,  just  opposite  the  office  of 

only  method  of  explaining  Uie  effect  of  the  Frederick   Burton,  Esq.,  solicitor.     The 

cantharides  is  by  supposing  that  effusion  driver  was  thrown  against  the  wall,  but 

goes  on  for  a  time  in  the  brain  and  spinal  got  up  directly.    Witness  asked  him  why 

marrow,  and  this  is  relieved  by  the  diuretic  he  drove  so  quick  ?    to  which  he  replied 

effect,  which  is  also  the  means  of  keeping  that  his  master  ordered  him  to  drive  fast. 

down  the  effusion.    Dr.  Baillie  has  stated  He  then  said,  **  Oh  dear,  sir,  my  arm  is 

that  in  some  cases  paraplegia  may  be  oc-  broken."    Witnes.s  recommended  him  to 

casioned  by  these  causes;  and  if  the  Doc-  go  to  Mr.  Mason,  the  bone-setter,  which 

tor  be  right,  there  is  a  clue  to  the  action  he  did.    Saw  the  deceased  again  at  ten 

of  the  tincture  of  cantharides,  which  does  o'clock  that  night,  at  the  Adam  and  Eve 

not  produce  any  good  effect,  so  far  as  I  inn  s   he  said  he  had  got  his  arm  set,  and 

know,  except  where  it  acts  as  a  diuretic.  felt  rather  more  easy;   he  had  it  in  a 

The  case  has  been  a  long  time  in  the  sling,  and  had  a  bandage  round  his  chest 
bouse,  and  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  whole  which  confined  his  arm,  and  which  he 
of  the  history  Arom  the  beginning;  but  ftateft  was  tight.  Did  not  see  him  again 
since  the  patient  has  been  put  on  this  till  he  went  to  the  hospital. 
medicine  the  relief  has  been  so  great,  that  Thomas  Hallofield,  a  stone-mason,  re- 
I  should  recommend  you  to  watch  the  siding  in  Eastgate,  Lincoln,  who  saw  the 
case  for  yourselves,  as  being  one  of  those  accident,  corroborated  the  statement  of 
instances  which,  under  ordinary  circum-  the  former  witness,  and  added,  that  de- 
stances,  may  be  considered  a  great  cure,  ceased  got  into  his  cart,  at  his  invitation. 
Having  adverted  to  some  cases  in  which  all  and  rode  down  as  far  as  Mr.  3Iason's  resi- 
our  remedies  fail,  it  is  a  comfort  to  find  dence.  Was  at  the  Adam  and  Eve  that 
that  the  art  of  medicine  has  some  re.  night,  when  Mr.  Mason  came  to  visit 
sonroea  in  the  most  ie?ere  forma  of  dis-  him. 

ease.  Mr.  Samuel  Hadwin,  house-surgeon  of 

>  the  hospital,  stated  that  on  Friday  mom- 
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ing:,  the7(h  inst.,  about  one  o'clock,  the  appropriate  remedies  were  administered.  ^ 

decea«>eil  came  to  the  h(»spital,  having  his  On  Monday  morning,  between  seven  and 

right  arm  in  a  sling  made  with  his  hand-  eight  o'clock,  dcceased^s  arm  Was  fofmdta 

kerchief ;    there    was    another    bandage  be  in   a  state  of  mortification.     At   thiA 

round  his  elbow.     Witness  be^i^an   to  un-  direction  of  the  surgeon  for  the  month, 

wrap  them.     Deceased  told  him  that  the  a  consultation  was  called  of  the  surgeons 

arm  was  very  badly  injured,  and  that  Mr.  to  the  establishment,  who  assembled  at  10 

Mason  said  the  bones  protruded.    Hearing  o'clock.      The  patient  was  apprised  of  his 

this,  witness  desisted,  and  had  him  con-  danger,  and  that  his  death  was  inevitable, 

veyed  into  a  ward  of  the  hospital,  where  unless  an  operation  was  performed  by  the 

he   was   undressed  and  put  to  bed.    He  removal  of  the  limb,  ana  that  eten  after 

then  be^an  to  unwrap  his  arm.     Beneath  that  the  chance  of  a  favourable  result  was 

the  handkerchief  which  he  removed,  wit-  so  trifling  that  they  could  hardly  recom- 

ness  found   a  bandage  which   had  been  mend  it.    This  the  surgeons  themselves 

saturated  with  blood,  but  which  was  then  communicated  to  the  poor  man,  but  he 

dry  and    hard,    and   was  bound  several  decided  to  have  the  operation  performed 

times  round  the  elbow  joint.     Some  por-  without  delay.    The  arm   was   then   re- 

tion  of  the  bandage  adhered  so  firmly,  that  moved  at  the  shoulder  joint.  —  Deceased's 

it  was  necessary  to  cut  it  off.    Immediatey  countenance  after  the  operation  was  more 

over  the  outer  surface  of  the  elbow  joint,  favourable  than  before  it,  and  he  stated  to 

there  was  a  large  piece  of  leather,  spread  witness  that  he  felt  more  comfortable  since 

with  some  adhc'^ive  plaster,  adhering  verv  the  removal  of  bis  arm :  he  appeared  to  be 

firmly  to  the  skin,  the  removal  of  which  in  a  much  better  state  the  whole  of  the 

caused  great  pain.     At  the  back  of  the  el-  day  than  any  professional  man  acquainted 

bow  joint,  witness  perceived  a  cut  about  with  his  previous  state  could  have  expected, 

an  inch  in  extent,  covered  by  lint.    The  On  the  following  morning,  unfavourable 

neighbourhood  of  the  joint  was  excessively  symptoms  re-appeared ;  he  then  sank  ra- 

swollen,  and  full  of  pain,  extending  into  pidly,  and  died  at  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 

the  elbow  joint.     The  man's  arm  waii  noon,  being  sensible  to  the  last, 

placed  In  a  convenient  position  on  a  pillow,  Coroner, — There  is  one  portion  of  your 

and  leeches  and  other  applications  were  evidence,  stating  that  the  treatment  which 

resorted  to.     After  this  he  expressed  him.  deceased  received  prior  to  his  coming  into 

self  relieved.    Medicine  was  also  admi-  the  hospital  was  diametrically  opposite  to 

nistered.      The  deceased,   when   he  first  that  which  you  w.mldhaive pursued.  What 

came  into  the  hospital,  stated  that  he  was  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

in  very  great  pain.  Witness — It  was  decidedly  opposed  to  all 

Coroner. — From  the  examination  of  the  practice  of  surgeons,  and  to  the  first  prin- 

arm,  was  the  treatment  which  had  been  eiples  of  suivery. 

pursued,  do  yon  think,  correct  ?  Coroner.— Is  it  your  opinion  tbatifom 

Witness. — (t  was  diametrically  opposite  the  arm's  being  treated  in  the  way  yon 

to  what  I  should  have  adopted.  have  described,    mortiiicatioo    wonld  be 

Witness  continued. — Saw  deceased  again  hastened  ? 

on  the  Friday  evening,  when  he  expres^^ed  Wiinen. — Decidedly.    I  should  say,  that 

himself  more  free  from  pain  than  he  had  if  the  pmity  who  bound  np  the  arm  wished 

been  :    the    treatment   which    had    been  to  prodnce' mortification,  he  took  the  very 

adopted  was  continued.    On  the  next  day,  naans  he  should  have  adopted  for  that 

deceased  stated  that  he  had  passed  a  tole*  porpose. 

rable  night,  and  the  distension  above  (lie  Cbroner.— Was  it  possible  for  mortifica- 
elbow  joint  did  not  appear  so  great  ai  he-  tion  to  ensue  from  the  wound  it<«lf? 
fore;  leeches  were  applied,  but  the  (|lmi-  Witness,—!  think  it  possible  that  the  in- 
nution  was  not  striking.    It  was  consider-  jury  itself  might  have  produced  mortifi- 
ed by  the  surgeon  of  the  month  (Mr  ^ew.  cation,  even  tnongh  it  had  been  attended 
son)  necessary  to  bleed  the  man  copiously :  to  by  the  surgeons  of  this  institution ;  but 
this  was  done,  and  medicines  were  admi-  the  probabilities  are  that  it  would  not. 
nistered,  which  had  their  expected  effect.  Juror, — Do  yon  think  Mr.  Mason  treat, 
and  he  continued  much  the  same  until  the  ed  this  case  as  a  fracture,  or  a  wound  ? 
evening. — On  the  following  morning,  wit-  Witness  —I  do  not  know ;  his  treatment 
ness  found  the  deceased's  arm,  from  the  is  so  much  at  variance  with  every  princi- 
hand  to  the  shoulder,  very  much  distended :  pie  of  surgery. 

the  remedies  were  continued.   In  the  mid-  CVroner.— By  whom  was  the  operation 

die  of  the  day  the  man  complained  of  ex-  performed } 

treme  pain  in  the  arm  |  more  leeches  were  Witneu, — Bv  Mr.  Hewson. 

applied,  and  the  arm  was  steeped  for  a  Coroner. — Was  it  performed  in  a  skilful 

considerable  time  in  warm  water:  from  manner— as  it  ought  to  have  taken  place  ? 

these  means  he  derived  great  relief.  In  the  Witness. — Certainlv :  it  was  performed 

evening,  he  complained  of  restlessness,  and  as  skilfully  as  possible. 
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Cum^tfT.— Was  Mr.  Hewson  at  all  ner-  "avert  ihe  evil  of  such  a  measure"  as  tho 

V0u«i  p  one  produced  by  the    Poor-Lftw  Commis- 

IVituen. He  was  not.  sioners:  these  said  Commissioners,  bow- 

Corotur.  —  My  reason  for  askina^   that  ever,  ae    kind    enough    to   recommend  a 

question  is,  because  it  is  sUted  in  the  town  remedy !— "  Tiraeo  Danaos  et  dona  feren- 

that  he  was  so  nerrous  as  to  be  obliged  to  tes." 

call  for  assistance.  1st.  This  system  will  improve  the  moral 

Witnest.^l  was  at  BIr.  Hewson's  elbow  conditi(m  of'  the  poor,  and  make  them 

for  the  whole  time,  and  there  was  not  the  independent, 

slightest  trepidation,  nor  did  he  ever  re-  2d.  It  will  prevent  their  having  recourse 

qnire  assistance.  to  the  parish -surgeon,  through   fear  of  a 

Jitnir.— Did  the  patient  die  from  the  ruinous  bill;  and  under  this  plan,  they 

operation,  or  from  mortification  having  will  have  the  option  of  selecting  their  own 

entered  into  hi»  frame  ?  medical  attendants. 

WUnm.^\  am  positive  he  died  from  3d.  That  it  cannot  degrade  or  injure 

mortification.  onr  profession. 

Mr.  Hewvon,  Mr.  Kent,  Mr.  Howett,  tih.  That  those  who  do  the  «  wrk  will 

and  Mr.  Franklyn,  surgeons,  were  sncces-  have  the  pri^,"  and  youths  will  not  be  sent 

sively  examined,  as  well  as  Mr.  Mason,  to  attend  the  poor  women  when  in  labour. 

The  juiy.  ultimately  returned  a  verdict  of  5th.  That  a  dispensary  is  a  far  more  ob- 

accidental  death.-^Uncoln  Mercury,  jectionable  establishment. 

1.  The  very  basis  of  the  system  is  un- 
" stable  and  rotten,  for  it  is  founded  in  an 

CAMBERWELL    PRACTITIONERS,  ««/"itA      The  members  of  these  clu^^ 

told  that  they   will   become    mdependenty 

AND  TH«  when,  in  fact,  they  are  in  a  stale  of  depen- 

MEDICAL  CLUB  SYSTEM.  fjj'^  ''♦^k S!?®  ^'^*^  V''\  "r  ^*»f.  «^*^^"\«  |f ' 

in^^M.^^  jl^jjj  ^  holds  np  a  bait  for  the  upright 

man  to  leave  the  path  of  honesty  and  inde- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  pendence,  and  walk  in  that  of  pauperism. 

«.#«    J     At,   1  ««-  .1..  »»  The  dishonest  man  cannot  be  compelled  to 

••  Candor  d«t  vlribat  alas."  ^          j.i       lu        jv       mi.' 

pay  towards  the  club,  and  he  will  continue 

Sir,  to  cheat  the  members  of  our  profession, 

I  WAS  not  Quixotic  enough  to  wage  war  many  of  whom  are  not  {considering  the  sphere 

with  a  shadow,  and  therefore  felt  anxious  in  which  they  rnove)  so  inde)>endent  as  tho 

that  the  writer  who  called  himseifa'*  Cam-  provident  mechanic  who  receives  35s.,  or 

berwell  Practitioner"  should  come  out  of  even  25s.,  per  week. 

his  hiding-place:  and  before  I  attempt  to  2.  Medical  practitioners  in  this  neigh. 

g^pple  with  his  aiguments,  I   must  be  bourhood  are  not  in  the  habit  of  sending 

allowed  to  make  a  lew  observations  with  minous  bills  to  the  poor;  and  I  defy  Mr. 

regard  to  the  misstatements  in  both  his  Flower  to  bring  forward  a  single  instance 

letters.      I    again    repeat    that    Messrs.  in  Camberwell  of  a  poor  man  who  has  been 

Flower  and  Young  are  residing  in  the  ruined  in  consequence  of  being  compelled 

parish  of  Lambeth,  and  their  paying  for  a  to  pay  a  long  bill !    The  poor  will  not  be 

Camberwell  gaslight  does  not  make  them  able  to  select  their  own  medical  attend- 

parishioners :  it  would  be  as  fair  to  say  ant.t,  as  the  majority  of  the  medical  men 

that  a  man  living  in  Holland  Street  must  refuse  to  act. 

necessarily  be  a  Dutchman !  3.  Is  it  not  degrading  to  a  member  of 

What  Mr.  Flower  means  by  "grucsafruse,"  our  profession  to  attend  a  mechanic  «am- 
I  know  not,  bat  I  assert  that  the  language  ing  25s.  jter  week  for  a  less  sum  than  the 
be  describes  was  not  used  at  the  meeting  village  farrier  would  expect  for  physicking 
alluded  to;  there  was  no  <*  din  and  confu-  his  pig?  And  if  this  principle  be  once 
sion ;"  the  gentlemen  who  pat  their  signa-  generally  established,  shall  we  not  be  in- 
tare  to  the  paper  were  not  called  '*  black  jured  by  a  higher  grwfe  adopting  the  same 
sbeept"  not  a  word  was  said  about  posting  method  for  securing  cheap  medical  at- 
their  names;  and  no  individual  was  bold  tendance?  When  these  clubs  were  first 
enoagh  to  offer  to  shed  one  single  drop  of  formed,  those  only  were  admitted  as  mem- 
blood  in  the  cause:  and  will  your  readers  hers  whose  wages  did  not  exceed  lOt.  or 
believe  it,  sir,  that,  notioi^AstaaJing  tAeM  aswr-  14s.  per  week,  but  now  individuals  sub- 
ijofff,  A/r.F(mri0as  not  at  tA^fiMetmg;  and  as  scribie  who  receive  three  times  that 
I  have  before  said,  though  such  a  stickler  amount;  and  is  it  not  fair  to  suppose  that 
for  pariAes  and  distmts,  is  not  himself  living  the  scale  will  gradually  increase  ? 
in  the  parish  of  CamberwelL  4.  Here  is  the  whole  gist  of  the  argu- 

I  will  briefly  recapitulate  Mr.  Flower's  ment ;  for  although  benevolence  is  placed  in 

urgnBMDts  in  faronr  of  this  system^  to  the  foreground,  yet  the  <'  non-remuneration** 
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occupies  the  most  prominent  part  of  the 
picture. 

With  regard  to  youths  being  sent  to 
cases  of  midwifery,  t  apprehend  that  those 
young  gentlemen  (who  have  attended  lec- 
tures, &c.)  are  quite  as  competent  to  un- 
dertake the  case  as  the  parish  midwife ; 
and  without  this  practice,  let  me  ask,  how 
arc  they  to  obtain  that  knowledge  so 
necessary  to  make  them  efficient  practi- 
tioners ? 

6,  The  same  argument  which  Mr.  F. 
applies  to  dispensaries  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  these  clubs.  "  Suo  sibi  glaiiio  hunc 
juguh»**  Many  who  now  pay  3/.  and  41. 
yearly  for  medical  attendance,  and  will 
not  go  to  a  dispensary,  would,  I  belie?e, 
belong  to  this  club.  T  contend  that  in 
London  and  its  environs  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  a  man's  wages; 
they  may  when  he  joins  the  club  be  25s. 
per  week,  and  the  following  month  he 
may  receive  40s.— although  I  admit  that 
the  plan  may  be  practicable  in  a  coal- 
mine. 

The  great  cause  of  the  misery  amongst 
the  lower  orders  of  the  metropolis  does  not 
originate  in  ruinous  medical  bills,  but  in 
the  licensed  "  gin  palaces" — 

"  Where  nit,  Involred  and  loitt  ia  curling  clouds 
Of  Indian  fume,  and  guzsling  deep,  tbe  boor. 
The  lackey,  and  the  groom:  the  crafuman  there 
Take*  a  Lethean  leave  of  all  Mm  toll ; 
Smith,  cobbler.  Joiner,  be  that  pliea  the  nhears. 
And  be  that  kneads  the  dough  j  all  loud  alike. 
All  learned,  and  all  druok.'* 

Leaving  Mr.  Flower  to  the  enjoyment 
of  his  '*  homely  and  humble  festal  board 
of  co-operation  in  a  good  cause,"  free 
from  the  **  hollowest  exultation,"  and 
graced  with  a  '*  mens  conscia  rectl,^^ 
1  remain,  sir. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  Crisp. 

Walirorth,  October  24,  1836. 

P.S.  I  am  living  in  Walworth,  and 
practise  in  Camberwell ;  therefore  1  am  a 
Camberwell  Practitioner:  and  this  will 
probably  apply  to  all  the  gentlemen  who 
were  at  the  meeting  (according  to  Mr. 
Flower's  argument). 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

October  20th,  1836. 

Edmund  TbomH  Halliday,  Warminster,  Wllu. 

Alexander  Paull,  Truro,  Cornwall. 

Thomas  Maltland,  Tiverton,  Devon. 

Giles  Symonds  Roper,  Mappercombe,  Dorset. 

Henry  Rogers  Burton.  Market  Harborough. 

Richard  Grimbly,  Banbury,  Oxfordshire. 

William  Derry  Pearce,  Launceston,  Cornwall. 

John  Potter  Sargeant,  Leicester. 

Oeorge  Arthur  Smith. 

Frederick  Walter. 

George  Wilson,  Leeds. 


dnckviUe  Lupton,  Thame, Oxon. 

John  Pechey,  Islebam,  Cambridgeshire. 

Robert  Droilt. 

John  Cartn'right. 

Edward  Foot,  Salisbury,  Wilts. 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

An  Account  of  the  Watering  Places  on 
the  Continent,  and  their  Mineral  Springs. 
By  Edwin  Lee.    Post  8to.  7r.  6d. 

Practical  Demonstration  of  the  Human 
Skeleton.    By  Geo.  Elkiugton.    l2mo.  7«. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortality,  Oct.  25,  1836. 

Abfrcens 

Age  and  Debility . 
Apoplexy  •  . 
Asthma  .  . 
Cancer  .        . 

Childbirth     . 
Consumption        . 
Convulnlons         . 
Croup   .        . 
Dentition  orTeelhIng  4 
Dropsy 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain 
Dysentery     . 
Erysipelas    . 
Fever     .       .       . 
FeTer.  Scarlet      . 
Fever,  Typhus      . 
Gout      .        •        • 
Heeroorrhage 
Heart,  diseased    . 

Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  I 
the  preceding  week  .        .   I 


2 

Hooplnsr  Cough    . 

o 

41 

Indigestion   . 

1 

10 

Inflammation 

•24 

6 

BoweU&  Stomach 

o 

I 

Brain 

•2 

2 

Lungs  and  Pleura 

.*} 

C9 

Insanity 

t) 

13 

Jaundice 

1 

•2 

Liver,  diseased     . 

1 

',4 

Measles         • 

10 

18 

Mortification 

13 

Paralysis       •        • 

3 

1 

Rheumatism         • 

1 

1 

SrtalUpox     • 

.•i 

9 

Spasms         «        • 

1 

1 

Thrush 

1 

2 

Tumor 

'2 

1 
2 
8 

Unknown  Causes 

S'J 

Casualties 

12 
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Thursday .  20 


Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 
Tuesday . 


21 
2i 
28 
24 
25 


WedueKdoy26 


front  82  to  56 


86 
41 
32 
41 
46 
46 


54 
55 
57 
54 
52 
64 


80*84  to  80  ?8 


80-23 
80  29 
80-29 
80^9 
30*18 
30-11 


80  22 
80-.30 
80-2H 
8rt*25 
80  14 
2^9^ 


Prevailing  winds.  W.  by  N.  and  W.  by  S. 
Cloudy,  except  the  20th«  22d,  and  afternoon  of 
the  28d  t  a  little  raJn  ou  the  evening  of  the  26th. 
Charles  Henry  Adams. 

NOTICES. 

"  R.  H.  B  ''  will  excuse  us.  His  letter 
is  an  advertisement. 

"  Medicus." — We  cannot  take  the  same 
▼iew  of  the  conduct  of  the  party  aggriered, 
as  our  correspondent  does. 

In  compliance  with  the  repeated  appli- 
cation of  several  correspondents,  we  shall 
reprint  in  next  number  our  abstract  of 
Mr.  Kieman's  Researches  on  the  Structure 
of  the  Liver;  the  number  in  which  it 
originally  appeared  having  been  long 
since  out  of  print 

The  papers  of  Dr.  Ogston,  Mr.  Skey, 
Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  Collier,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr. 
Thompson,  "  M.  L,"  and  other  correspon- 
dents, in  our  next. 

Wilson  At  Son,  Printers,  57f  Sklnuer-St.  London. 
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LECTURES  skull,  and  on  riewing^  it,  declared  that  the 

hole  which  was  supposed  to  have   been 

^^  made  with  an  awl,  was  only  a  natural 

irnmntfQTn    iirT?nTrTKi?.  opening:,  a  foramen  for  the  passage  of  a 

FOREIiSIC    MEDICINE;  ^gj^^  ^„^  ^e  pointed  out  the  enamel-like 

Delivered  at  the  AldersgaU  School  of  Medicine,  "['"cture  of  its  sides,  very  different  from 

^°  *^  the  appearance  of  an  aperture  made  bv 

Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  force.     In  confirmation  of  what  he  stated, 

he  produced  a  dozen  or  more  human  skulls, 
^■"^  having  in  them  similar  perforations,  vari- 
Lecture  VI.  ously  situated.      The  consequence  was, 
Otier    UedicUgal   rO^tian,  -  Human  and  that  when  the  «^»ize8   took   place,    the 
C<mraTati»^nutuTe-KaHonalveculiari.  g™nd jary  ignored  the  bill. 
tia^arMia  of  Ihe  Human  RocV-Fom  .    ComparaUo,  structure -Ag^in,  our  skill 
of  the  Head-farm  rfthe  Petm  m  different  "•  comparative  osteology  may  be  tested 
Kathn—Family  vZetie—Supemumerary  jr*"*"*  it  may  be  necessary  to  distinguish 
K«g«  and  tJ..    Ivn^TiTY-Legal  dZ  ^»  '*'°«  "»  »' »  h»nan  »nbj~t  from  those 
ti^tUm,:    \.  Identity  of  UvingP^n,-  ?f«nimals.     Suppose  only  a  few  detached 
Fa»il!,akene,^dJidlual Rylances-  ^'"'\'"1^'""^:^%"''"^  "''"'T  '^''^^er 
BemJkMe  «us>  of  eantraoerted  or  mUaken  *'? >t  ^y^.  ",  the  human  species,  or  be- 
i^m^rui  longing  to  brutes.  The  long  bones  of  qua- 
'  ^'  drupeds,  and  particularly    the  humerus, 
Thbkb  are  other  relations,  beside  those  have  sometimes  confounded  inexperienced 
of  Age  and  Sex,  in  which  individuals  may  observers.  Strange  mistakes,  too,  have  hap. 
be  viewed  and  distinguished  medico-Ie-  pened  among  those  who  ought  to  have 
gaily.    Some  of  these  I  shall  introduce  to  known  better.  The  bones  of  elephants  have 
year  notice  in  the  present  lecture ;  others  been  deliberately  taken  for  those  of  giants; 
I  am  oblig^  altogether  to  omit.  and  it  required  the  ability  and  authority  of  a 
Normal  kuman  ttrueture. — The  subject  of  Cuvier  to  prove  that  Scbeuchzer's  Homo  di- 
disinteiments  alone  suggests  several  in-  luvii  testis  was  only  in  reality  a  gigantic 
aniries  which  it  would  demand  a  certain  salamander.    But  perhaps  the  most  amus- 
oegree  of  skill  in  human  anatomy,  and  par-  ing  blunder  of  the  kind  was  that  coramit- 
ticnlarly  in  osteology,  to  satisfy.    Without  tea  by  the  Mvan«  who  examined  the  bones 
a  competent  knowledge  of  this  kind,  su-  found  in  the  grand  sarcophagus  of  the  se- 
tnres  might  be  taken  for  fractures,  and  cond    pyramid.       Belzoni    and     others 
fiamres  and  foramina,  for  the  effects  of  thought  they  had  here  the  mortal  relics 
Tiolence.     For  example,  in  a  case  cited  by  of    King    Cephrenes  :    but    Mr.     Clift 
Dr.  Parts,  a  man  was  accused  of  having  undeceived   them ;  he   showed  that    the 
mnrdered  his  step-daughter,  by  boring  a  precious  remains  were  only  those  of  an  ox  ! 
bole  in  her  skull  with  an  awl.     The  body        To  attempt  to  lay  down,  however  super- 
was  exhomed  after  two  years  and  a  half  ficiallj^,  the  principles  by  which  you  should 
sepaltnre,  and  an  inonest  held.    Upon  in-  be  guided  in  investigations  of  this  sort, 
n>ection  of  the  heao,  a  small  hole  was  would  carry  me  far  beyond  the  legitimate 
discovered    near  the  ear,  and  the   junr  objects  of  my  course.     You  must  depend 
returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder,     it  on  your  resources  as  human  and  compa- 
happened,   however,    that    the    circnm.  rative  anatomists;  and  the  more  minutely 
stances  of  the  case  excited  the  attention  of  and  exactly  you  are  acquainted  with  the 
Mr.  Sheldon.     He  obtained  access  to  the  details  of  lioth  departments  of  knowledge, 

4G0. — XIX.  M 
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the  greater  of  course  will  be  your  ad?an-  division,~a8  nearly  as  possible  agreeing 

tages  as  medical  jurists.  with    Cnvier's   Caucasians,   Mongolians, 

National  peculiarities. — But  there  are  cer-  and  Ethiopians, 

tain  other  circumstances  connected  with  r*        ^  i    rr   j 

the  structure  of  the  individual,  which  are  Formrftht  Head, 

both  curious  and  legitimately  within  the  The  sketches  here  before  you  will  serre 

province  of  legal  medicine.      I  allude  to  to  give  a  good  general  idea  of  the  form  and 

national  and  family  peculiarities  of  the  proportions  of  the  head,  by  which  the  three 

human  form.  *  principal  varieties  are  distinguished. 

Let  us  suppose  a  case— and  experience  Professor  Camper  was  the  first  who  at- 

has  shewn  that  it  is  something  more  than  tempted  to  point  out  certain  characteristic 

ideal.  A  stranger  from  a  foreign  land  pre-  differences  of  the  heads  of  men,  and  also  of 

sents  himself,  claiming  to  be  considered  as  animals.    His  method  was  the  well-known 

one  in  whom  long  absence  from  his  native  one  oftaking  the  facial  angle — byimag^ning 

shores   has  operated  great  changes :    his  a  line  drawn  from  the  meatus  auditorins  to 

aspect  is  that  of  one  of  another  raoe :  the  base  of  the  nose,  and  another  touching 

doubu  are  entertained  of  his  identity :  at  once  the  prominent  centre  of  the  fore- 

and  it  is  the  interest  of  those  who  possess  head,  and  the  most  projecting  part  of  the 

that  property  of  which  he  may  be  the  right-  upper  jaw-bone— the  head  being  viewed  in 

fill  owner,  to  be  duly  satisfied  as  to  his  profile.    In  the  angle  formed  by  these  two 

pretensions.  In  such  circumstances  it  may  lines  he  conceived  to  consist  the  distinc- 

devolve  on  the  medical  jurist  to  determine  tions  not  only  between  the  skulls  of  the 

whether  certain  physical  appearances  ob-  several  species  of  animals,  but  also  those 

served  in  his  bodily  structure,  and  sup-  which  are  found  to  exist  between  different 

posed  to  be  indicative  of  an  alien  origin,  nations. 

are    congenital  or   have  been   acquired.  Blumenbach,  in  the  course  of  his  long 

Again,  in  cases  of  disinterment,  when  the  and  constant  study    of  skulls   procured 

remains  must  be  identified,  the  deceased  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe,    became 

may  have  been  a  native  of  a  distant  clime ;  convinced    that    Camper's    method   was 

here  it  will  be  a  part  of  your  duty  to  note,  very  imperfect :    be  adopted,  in    conse- 

among   other   points,    the  characteristic  quence,  another    and    more   satisfactory 

size,  shape,   and  proportion  of   certain  mode  of  proceeding.    His  plan  is  to  view 

parts  of  the  body.     Should  any  of  you  the  skull  vertically,  or  with  the  vertex 

practise  in  India,  or  in  our  distant  settle-  upwards,  and  then  to  observe  its  relative 

ments,  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  you  proportion  of  breadth.    In  comparin^and 

may  be  charged  sometimes  with  such  an  arranging  skulls,  according  to  the  vaneties 

inquiry  as— whether,  in  a  given  case,  the  in  their  shape,  we  ought,  he  thinks,  to 

bones  discovered  are  those  of  a  European,  survey  them  in  that  method  which  pre- 

a  Negro,  or  a  Hindoo  ?  sents  at  one  view  the  greatest  number  of 

It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  point  out  characteristic  peculiarities.     *'  The   best 

some  of  the  principal  differences  of  struc-  way  of  obtaining  this  end  is  to  place  a  se- 

ture  which  characterize  the  ries  of  skulls  with  the  cheek-bones  in  the 

-same  horizontal  line,  resting  on  the  lower 

VARIETIES  OF  THE  HUMAN  RACE.  jaws ;  and  then  viewing  them  from  be. 

In  the  remarks  which  I  have  to  make  nind,  and  fixing  the  eye  on  the  vert^  of 

on    this  subject,  I   shall    chieffy  follow  each,  to  mark  tUl  the  varieties  in  the  ^ape 

Cuvier,  availing  myself  at  the  same  time  of  parts  which  contribute  most  to  the  na- 

of  the  learned  researches  of  Dr.  Prichard.  tional  character,  whether  they  consist  in 

Mankind  is  characterized  by  unity  of  the  direction  of  the  maxillary  and  malar 

species.     By  the  term  tpeciei,  we  imply  bones,  in  the  breadth  or  narrowness  of  the 

separate  and  distinct  origin,  evinced  by  oval  figure  presented  by  the  vertex,  or  in 

the  constant  transmission  of  certain  pecu-  the  flattened  or  vaulted  form  of  the  fron- 

liarities  of  organization.     But  there  are  tal  bone."    This  is  cailed  the  vertical  me- 

varieties  of  mankind — understanding  by  thod. 

that  term  certain  diversities  in  individuals  Dr.  Prichard,  however,  gives  the  pre- 

and  their  progeny,which  are  observed  to  take  ference  to  a  mode  of  examining  the  skuU 

place  within  the  limits  of  species.    Differ,  first  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Owen.      It  is 

en t  species,  in  fact,  do  not  intermingle  or  the  reverse  of  the  vertical  method:   the 

propagate,  while  varieties  may,  and  do.  skull  is  viewed  from  the  base ;  and,  as 

Cuvier  has  adopted  a  threefold  division  Dr.  Prichard  says,  **  the  relative  propor- 

of  the  varieties  of  the  human  species ;  tions  and  extent,  and  the  peculiarities  of 

Blumenbach  a  fivefold:    while  Prichard  formation  of  the  different  parts  of  the 

differs  from  both,   in   maintaining  that  cranium,  are  more  fully  discerned  by  this 

there  are  seven  distinct  varieties.     Fun-  mode  of  comparison,  which  has  hiuierto 

damentally^  I  believe  there  is  no  material  been  much  neglected,  than  by  any  other 

difference  between  these  able  authorities :  method." 

they  all  seem  to  admit  a  threefold  primary  '  But  obviously  we  cannot  do  better  than 


FORMS  OF  THE  HEAD. 


KTall  oanelTci  of  ereiy  ponible  Tieir  of  done,we>biill  b«utitfied  that  &1I  the  va- 

Ihe  akntl  Uld  iti  propordaiu — to  lalre;  it  rieties  ia  the  fanD  of  the  hnm&n  bead  may 

in  all  directioa*,  u  nell  laterally  as  ver-  be  rererred,  on  a  general  compFirison,  to 

ticallj,  and  from,  the  base.    When  thii  it  the  three  rollowing  claues. 


FiO.  II. — Htadmil  ShilU  of  Iht  Caueatian  luruljr. 


1.  nuCawfoaan  Mrirty. — Thiironnorhead 
i*  di*tingniill«4  for  ita  beaulj,  according 
tQoarEaropMUi  notions.  It  is  that  which 
dmTMteriac*  the  appea/anM  of  the  Oeor- 
giana  and  Ciraaanani,  in  tb«  naighboar. 
bnd  «f  CiMHBa,  wlMMee  the  boaa  nee 
ia«ai«MiiiBjHM^»  iarrelT  ipread  in 
JteiiMr'  Ae  «<w>d-  rt  fncIudH!  alt 
Aa'Guopeani,  wltb  the  exception  of  the 
lAplaodcdK,  tbaweilem  Ailatin,  and  the 
nortben  AfHcant.  The  complexion  ig 
BcoTs  or  Um  irblte,  the  eheeki  hsTinE  a 
florid  boe;  the  hair  loni,  soft,  and  of  a 
TBitet*  of  tlntl — black,  Drown,  cbesnnt, 
i«d,«rUle,tu!.  Ilie  ikoll  Isoftheijmme. 
tiicitl  or  oBal  foriDj    *'"-  '—'-  —  '  • 


expanded  thanin  the  other  Tarietiei, "while 
the  maxillarj  banes  and  the  zjiitomBiic 
archea,"  safi  Dr.  Prichsrd,  "  are  so  formed 
B3  to  KiTC  the  lace  an  oTal  shape,  nearly  on 
a  plane  with  the  forehead  and  cheek-bonci, 
and  not  projecting  towards  the  lower  patI, 
u  in  other  tarietiei  of  the  homaa  skull. 
The  cbeek-boDei  neither  project  oatwards 
and  laterally,  nor  forwards.  The  upper 
maxillary  bone  has  the  alveolar  process 
well  rounded,  the  aaleriorportian  having 
a  cnne  in  a  perpendicular  direction.  This 
gives  a  perpendicular  and  not  a  projecting 
position  to  the  front  teeth,  to  which  the 
lower  jaw  and  its  teeth  correspond." 


Fio.  13. — Htad  andShtlU  of  ike  Mongolian  variely. 


S,  Tit  Memgolim  (wrMty  is  eharaeterized  stderabte,    that   if   a    line    drawn    from 

bj  the  marked  pr^ection  ta  the  cheek-  one   to  the    other   be  token  as   a    base, 

bone*,  the   broad    face,    tb«   small   and  this  will  form  with  the  apex  of  the  fore- 

obiiqne  eyes,  the  straight  black  hair,  the  head    a  nearly  triangular    Egure.     The 

scan^  iMSrd,  and  the  oliro  complexion,  orbits  are  laige  and  deepj    (be  upper  part 

This  race  ioclndes'  t^  eastern   Asiatics,  of  the  face  is  remarkably  plane  and  flat,— 

the  L«|ilanden  in  Earope,  and  the  Esqai.  the  nose  being  flat,  and  the  nasal  bones, 

n«nz  ID  Korth  America.     The  skull  is  of  as   well  as  the  spaces   between   (be  eje- 

tbe  broad  sqMneharaotcr:  It  iiDymniilai,  brows,  nearly  on  the  same  plane  with  the 

aeoifdlng  to  0r.  Prlchard.    "Tliccbcek-  cheek  bones." 

bonea,"  i^i  tfaia  aatbnr,  in  his  excellent         3.  The   Elhiepian  WTiiti/,  or  that  of  the 

w«lk  Ml  a*  Phyucal  History  of  Mankind,  Negro,  is  remarkable  for  the  blackness  of 

*  wejett  ftom  nuder  tlie    middle  of  the  the  complexion,  the  woolly  frizzly  hair,  the 

onit,   wid   lam  backwards  in    a  hu^  broadflat  nose,  the  prominent  muzzle,  and 

anb  or  Mgatent  of  a  circle,  the  lateral  the  large  lipsb}'  which  it  is  characterized. 

.  ynjtatioa  at  tbe  sygoma*  being  to  con-  The  Aflicans  to  the  south  of  the  Atlas 
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Fio.  13. — Head  aiui  Skull  of  the  Ethiopian  or  Negro  variety. 


chain  belonp:  to  this  variety.  The  skull  is 
narrow  and  elongated  ;  **  the  principal 
characters  arc  referrlble  to  the  idea  of 
lateral  compression ;  the  temporal  muscles 
having  a  great  extent,  rising  very  high  in 
the  parietal  bunes,  and  being  very  large 
and  powerful,  subject  the  head  to  a  force 
producing  the  effects  of  lateral  compres- 
sion and  elongation.  The  cheek- bones 
project  forward  and  not  outward  ;  the 
upper  is  lengthened  and  projects  forward, 
giving  to  the  alveolar  ridge  and  to  the 
teeth  a  similar  projection.  From  the 
shape  of  the  upper  jaw  alone  would  arise 
a  diminution  of  the  facial  angle.'*  This 
is  the  form  of  skull  which  Dr.  Prichard 
terms  prognathous,  from  the  projection  of 
the  jaws. 

Hardness  and  other  peculiarities  of  the  skull, 
—A  striking  character  in  the  skull  of  the 
African  Negro  is  its  great  hardness,  density, 
and  weight  It  is  frequently  found  to 
have  a  whiteness  and  compactness  of  tex- 
ture, which  give  it  the  appearance  of  ivory 
or  even  of  marble,  rather  than  of  bone. 
Nor  is  this  condition  of  the  cranium  un- 
accompanied by  a  corresponding  pecu- 
liarity in  the  skeleton  generally.  The 
bones  of  Negroes  are  usually  much  heavier 
than  those  of  other  men.  The  crania  of 
Europeans  differ  greatly  as  to  thickness 
and  weight,  those  being  usually  found  the 
heaviest  which  belonged  to  persons  of  dis- 
eased constitution.  In  the  American  na- 
tions, particularly  those  of  the  South,  the 
skulls  have  been  observed  to  be  par- 
ticularly light. 

A  remarkable  fact  respecting  the  Ethio- 
plan  skull  has  been  observed  by  Mr. 
Owen  ;  namely,  the  approximation  made 
in  its  structure  to  that  of  the  troglodyte. 
In  several  Negro  skulls,  and  in  one  of  an 
Australian  savage,  Mr.  Oweif  noticed  the 
juncture  of  the  temporal  and  parietal 
bones,  and  consequently  the  complete 
separation  of  the  sphenoid  from  the 
parietal,  which  in  European  and  most 
African  skulls  meet  for  the  space  of  nearly 
half  an  inch,  a  process  of  the  sphenoid 
bone  extending  upwards  to  join  the  lower 


anterior  angle  of  the  parietal.  The  same 
structure  was  observed  in  six  out  of  seven 
young  chimpanzees.  But  it  is  worth 
adding,  that  the  orang  resembles  man  in 
this  particular  :  in  seven  out  of  eight 
crania  of  young  orangs  the  sphenoid 
joined  the  parietal  bone,  as  it  commonly 
does  in  human  skulls. 

The  Pelm  in  different  Raeee. 

Some  of  the  principal  diversitiei  of 
figure  in  the  different  races  of  men  roay 
now  be  briefly  noticed;  and  first  with 
regard  to  the  pelvis,— >for  on  the  shape  of 
this  part  the  form  of  the  body  in  gpneat  mea' 
sure  depends. 

In  the  Negro.-^-The  loins  and  hips  are 
more  slender  in  the  Negro,  and  the  pelvis 
narrower  than  in  Europeans.  The  female 
negro,  however,  is  supposed  to  have  a  very 
capacious  pelvis, — though  the  evidence  of 
that  fact  seems  chiefly  to  rest  on  the  cir- 
cumstance  that  Negro  women  are  said 
to  have  easy  labours.  Vrolik,  who  has 
bestowed  much  attention  on  the  struc- 
ture of  the  pelvis  as  indicative  of  na- 
tional varieties,  observes  that  the  pelvis  of 
the  male  N^o,  in  the  strength  and 
density  of  its  substance,  and  of  the 
bones  which  compose  it,  resembles  the 
pelvis  of  a  wild  beast;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  pelvis  of  the  female  in  the 
same  race  combines  lightness  of  substance, 
and  delicacy  of  form  and  structure :  no- 
body, in  fact,  on  a  first  view,  would  sup- 
pose it  to  belong  to  the  same  nation  as  the 
corresponding  part  in  the  skeleton  of  the 
male.  Yet  the  pelvis  of  the  Negress  has  an 
elongated  character,  which  likens  it  to  that 
of  the  simie,  The  ossa  ilii  have  a  pecu- 
liar configuration.  The  summit  of  the 
inclined  plane,  which  in  the  European 
is  in  the  middle  of  the  ciest  of  the 
ilium,  between  the  anterior  and  upper 
spine  and  the  posterior  and  upper  tubero. 
sity,  is  situated  in  the  Negress  immediately 
above  the  posterior  and  upper  tuberosity ; 
being  thus  as  remote  as  possible  from  its 
situation  in  the  European.  The  anterior 
upper  spinet  are  placed  lower  in  relation 
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to  the  cotyloid  cavities,  and  are  also  less  berate  opinion  is,  that  every  form  of  the 

prominent   The  anterior  and  lower  spines  pelvis  which  deviates  from  the  ordinary 

are   nearer  to  the  ed^e  of  the  cotyloid  type,  in  whatever  race  it  may  occur,  finds 

cavity   than  in   the  European  pelvis,  in  its  analogues  in  other  races  of  mankind. 

which  a  greater  distance  is  here  to  be  oh-  Other  parts  of  the  skeleton  in  different  races, 

served.    The  length  of  the  antero-poste-  — There  have  been  found  six  lumbar  ver. 

rior  diameter,  at  the  inlet,  is  great  in  tebrse  in  some  Negro  skeletons.    But  Dr. 

comparison  with  the  transverse.  Prichard  says  he  has  seen  the  same  va- 

In  tke  Hottentot. — In  the  Bushman  and  riety  in  an  European;  aud  Mr.  Owen  has 

Hottentot  females,  the  breadth  of  the  pel-  noticed  an  approximation  to  it  in  an  Aus. 

vis  is  about  half  an  inch  less  tlian   the  tralian  skeleton.    The  chest  is  often  more 

pelvis  of  European  women.    The  height  arched  and  expanded  in  the  Negro  than 

is,  on  the  contrary,  much  more  considera-  the   European.      Soemmering  notices    a 
ble  than  in  the  latter;    the  ilia  reach  up.  curious  circumstance  in  connexion  with 

beyond  the  level  of  the  half  of  the  fourth  this  fact — namely,    that  in   Negroes  the 

lumbar  vertebra.    The  neck  of  the  thigh-  eighth  rib,  or  first  false  one,  more  nearly 

bone  in  the  Bushman  female  is  shorter  approaches  the  sternum  than  in  Euro. 

than    in   Europeans,   or   even   than    in  peans :  in  one  instance  he  found  eight  ribs 

Negroes,  and  it  has  a  more  oblique  direc-  attached   to  that  bone.     It  is  proper  to 

tion.  mention  that  the  same  variety  of  structure 

/r  th£Javttn$$e. — M.  Vrolik  describes  the  has  been  met  with  in  Europeans. 

pelvis  of  the  Javanese  as  peculiarly  light,  A  certain   peculiarity  is  said  to  have 

small,  and  nearly  circular  in   its  upper  been  observed  in  the  fore-arm  of  the  Negro, 

cavity.    He  gives  figures  of  this  part  in  that  part  being  longer,  in  proportion  to  the 

the  male  and  female.      From  a  first  or  humerus  and  the  stature,  than  in  Euro. 

hasty  view  of  these,  he  says,   any   per.  peans.    But  the  authority  for  this  fact  is 

son  would  suppose  himself  examinmg  the  rather  doubtful;  nor  is  the  diflcrence  of 

bones  of  a  very  young  person,  and  nothing  length,  even  on  the  shewing  of  the  assertors, 

but  the  observation  of  those  decisive  cha-  very  considerable. 

rmcters  indicative  of  full  maturity  would  The   Lascars  and  Indian  sailors  who 

be  capable  of  dissipating  the  impression,  visit  England  occasionally,  are  observed  to 

The  muscles  and  their  attachments  are  have  slender  and  elongated  limbs.    Length 

also  inferior  in  every  respect  to  those  oh*  of  the  arms  and  legs,  and  smallness  of  the 

served  about  the  pelves  of  Negroes,  Euro,  hands  and  feet,  have  been  remarked  as 

peans,  and  Hottentots.  characteristic  of  the  Hindoos.    The  na. 

Professor  Weber  reduces  all  the  various  tives  of  Van  Piemen's  Land,  and  of  New 

shaped  pelves  to  four :  Holland,  are  likewise  small  in  stature, 

1.  The  oval  form,  where  the  antero-  with  long  and  slender  legs. 

posterior  diameter  in  the  male  is  3  in.  The  bones  of  the  leg  in  Negroes,  accord- 

9  lines,  and  the  transverse  4  in.  3  lines,  ing  to  Soemmering,  appear  to  be  bent  out- 

This  is  the  form  of  pelvis  which  is  most  wards,  under  the  condyles  of  the  feuiur,so 

ftequently  met  with  amongst  Europeans,  that  the  knees  stand  further  apart,  and  the 

2.  The  round  form :  this  appears  to  be  .  feet  are  turned  more  outwards,  than  in 
rather  a  modification  of  the  oval,  the  con.  Europeans.  The  observation  is  confirmed 
jugate  diameter  being  somewhat  longer  by  Mr.  Lawrence's  account  of  the  cast  of 
than  in  the  preceding  form.  It  is  said,  a  Negro  in  the  museum  of  the  College  of 
however,  to  be  the  most  frequent  shape  in  Surgeons: — "The  tibia  and  fibula  are 
the  American  nations.  more  convex  in  front  than  in  Europeans. 

3.  The  squan  form  of  pelvis— where  the  The  calves  of  the  legs  are  very  high,  so  as 
upper  opening  forms  nearly  a .  perfect  to  encroach  upon  the  hams.  The  feet  and 
square— the  transverse  diameter,  however,  hands,  but  particularly  the  former,  are 
somewhat  longer  than  the  conjugate ;  this  flat ;  the  os  calcis,  instead  of  being  arched, 
is  chiefly  met  with  in  people  resembling  is  continued  nearly  in  a  straight  line  with 
the  Mongolians.  the  other  bones  of  the  foot,  which  is  re- 

4.  The  wedge-shaped  or  oblong  pelvis,  roarkably  broad."     The  foot  of  the  black 

where  there  is  an  appearance  of  compres-  is  commonly  observed  to  be  very  large,  and 

sion  on  both  sides,  so  as  to  be  narrower  the  hand  to  be  remarkably  thin  ;  the  fin. 

laterally  than  from  front  to  rear.    The  gers  and  toes  at  the  same  time  possessing 

conjugate  diameter  exceeds  the  transverse  great  flexibility. 

by  some  lines.     It  is  said  to  be  characte- 

listic  of  the  races  of  Africa.  Varieties  of  Structure  affecting  Families, 

It  is  right,  however,  to  add,  that  Pro-  Peculiarities  of  structure  which  are  he. 

feasor  Weber  is  by  no  means  so  sanguine  reditary  in  some  families,  are  well  deserv- 

asM.  Vrolik,  as  to  the  possibility  of  dis-  ing  the  attention  of  the  medical  jurist; 

tinguishing  varieties  of  tne  human  species  they  are  excellent  marks  by  which  to  de- 

by  the  character  of  the  pelvis.    His  deli-  termine  the  identity. 
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Maapertiiii  stales  that  there  were  two  fa- 
tDilies  in  Germany  distingnUbed  Ibrotigb 
several  generation!  hy  aix  Gngerv  on  e&ch 
band,  and  tbe  sanie  nnmber  of  toes  on  each 
fool.  Jacob  Rube,  a  surgeon,  was  one  of 
tbts  stock.  His  mother  bad  married  ft 
man  of  the  ordinary  make,  and  bore  him 
eight  children,  fuar  of  them  parUking  nf 
her  peculiarity.  Rube  transmitted  his 
snpcmunierary  members  to  hia  offspring. 

Dr.  Prichard  cites  from  (ho  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Sargieal  Journal  H  very  cu- 
rious example  of  this  peculiarily.  In  a 
family  at  Irer  the  individuals  for  nine  g;e- 
nerations  had  perfect  thnmbs,  but  iosleed 
of  fingers  bad  only  the  first  phalanx  of 
each,  and  the  tirst  and  second  joint  of  the 
ring  finger  of  the  left  hand;  these  mdi- 
menta  of  fingers  having  no  naiti.  It  is 
added,  that  it  nas  the  women  only  who 
had  the  misfortune  of  entailing  this  defect 


apon  their  oAprii^,  which  tbey  did  ai- 
most  nniformlj. 

These  most  be  considered  as  cnrioos 

ferrible  to  any  original  difference  trani. 
milted  fram  first  parents,  but  arising  in 
deslitate  of  any  s  ' 
len  once  arisen,  bec< 
ing  permanent  in  the  stock.  They  serve 
to  throw  some  light  on  the  origin  of  the 
three  rarieties  of  the  human  race  already 
described. 

Sir  Anthony  Carlisle.in  the  Philosophi- 
cal Transactions  for  IBI4.  giies  an  ac- 
coant  of  a  family  in  which  rii  fingers  on 
each  band,  and  six  toes  on  each  foot,  were 
transmitted  through  four  generations.  The 
originator  of  the  pecaliarity  was  a  female 
of  this  conformation:  she  had  ten  children 
like  herself,  and  an  eleventh,  who  only 
differed  from  her  in  baring  one  hand  na- 
tnrallj  formed. 


Here  is  a  representation  of  the  feet 
nf  "^  young  man  who  was  pot  long 
since  a  patient  of  Hr.  Amott's  in  the 
Middlesex  Hospital.  He  bad  seven  toes 
on  the  left  foot,  and  six  on  the  right. 
Each  of  ibe  toes  bad  the  proper  num- 
ber of  phalanges,  provided  with  dis- 
tinct tendons.  There  were,  however,  but 
five  metatarsal  bones ;  two  toes  being  arti- 
culated to  the  fi  rsl  metatarsal  bone  o?  each 
foot.  In  the  left  foot  there  were,  besides, 
two  toes  articulated  to  the  last  metatarsal, 
as  represented  in  the  drawing; 

The  hands  of  this  person  were  furnished 


infancy.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  patient 
bad  five  brothers  and  four  sisters, 'all  of 
whom,  with  the  exception  of  one  sister, 


bad  the  sextuple  pecnliarityonthdrhanda 
and  feel ;  the  said  sister,  however,  having 
bad  icHn  toes  on  one  foot,  and  six  on  the 
either.  The  peculiarity  in  this  instance 
nave  descended  by  the  female 


We  may  now  proceed  to  a  cubject  more 
immediately  practical— that  of  identity — 
in  the  discussion  of  which  we  ahall  see 
bow  the  various  peculiarities  retpecting 
Age,  Sex,  and  the  other  relations  already 
treated  of,  may  be  rendered  available  for 
thepnrposes  of  medico-lc^al  research. 

The  aid  of  the  medical  jurist  is 
sometimes  required  to  elucidate  difficul- 
ties arising  from  a  confusion  of  per- 
sons, and  m  the  abseoce  of  aoni  tad 
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oircnmtUotitl  evidence  of  a  satisfac-  the  dislike  of  the  other.  Yea,  such  a  con- 
torj  natare,  the  proofs  of  identity  sideration  of  inbred  power  and  sympathy 
shall  rest  altogether  on  the  physiological  was  in  their  natures,  that  if  Nicholas  was 
fects  which  the  medical  man  can  supply,  sick  and  grieved,  Andrew  felt  the  like 
The  determination  of  questions  of  this  na-  pain,  though  they  were  far  distant  and 
tore  is  generally  fraught  with  public  good,  remote  from  each*  other ;  this,  too,  with- 
as  it  always  is  wiUi  interest  for  the  public,  out  any  intelligence  given  to  either  party. 
It  reveals  impostors,  or  it  enables  the  And  what  is  farther  observable,  if  Andrew 
rightful  owners  of  property  to  beoomc  the  was  merry,  Nicholas  was  so  affected,  al- 
actinJ  possessors :  it  rescues  the  innocent,  though  in  different  places,  which  they 
while  it  bring»  his  guilt  home  to  the  cri-  could  not  long  endure  to  be,  for  they  ever 
minal.  desired  to  eat,  drink,  sleep,  and  wake  to- 

The  question  of  Identity  may  be  raised  gether.  So  they  lived,  and  so  they  died. 
either  with  leference  to  living  parties,  or  In  the  year  1561  they  both  served  at  Havre 
to  persons  found  dead.  In  coroners'  in-  de  Grace,  where  they  differed,  indeed,  in 
quests,  the  very  first  step  of  the  proceed-  outward  circumstances,  one  being  a  cap- 
ings  consists  in  identifying  the  body,  or  tain  of  horse,  the  other  a  private  soldier. 
sQch  remains  of  it  as  are  forthcoming.  Being  both  to  the  last  degree  brave,  they 
When  the  Dowager  Marchioness  of  Salis-  put  themselves  into  posts  of  greatest  ha- 
bory  was  burnt  to  death  lately,  in  the  zard.  At  length  one  of  the  brothers  was 
great  fire  at  Hatfield-house,  after  digging  slain,  and  the  other  instantly  stepped  into 
for  several  days  incessantly  in  the  ruins,  his  place,  and  there  in  the  midst  of  dan- 
tome  of  her  remains  ^ere  found ;  these  ger,  no  persuasion  being  able  to  remove 
were  identiBed  by  the  jaw-bone,  in  which  him,  he  also  was  slain.'* 
were  certain  golden  sockets  for  her  artifi-  But  not  only  individuals  of  the  same 
cial  teeth.  family,  but  persons  no  way  related,  have 

Another  legal  arrangement  connected  borne  *  an  extraordinary  resemblance  to 
with  this  subject  is,  that'where  a  prisoner  each  other.  I  shall  not  waste  your  time 
after  conviction  escapes  and  is  re- taken,  a  in  recounting  any  of  the  old  stories  to  be 
jury  shall  be  empanelled  to  try  the  col-  met  with  in  books  relative  to  this  subject 
lateral  issue,  namely,  the  identity  of  his  per-  — many  of  them  bordering  on  fable ;  but 
son,  and  not  whether  he  is  guilty  or  inno-  I  may  cite  a  few  instances  which  have 
cent,  for  that  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  more  immediately  medico- legal  import. 
fully  tried  before.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Douglas  had 

I  shall  divide  the  subject  of  Identic  as  a  narrow  escape  of  being  tried  for  bis  life 
it  relates  to  the  living  and  to  the  dead.  some  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  the 

strong  likeness  he  bore  to  Page  the  high- 
Idewlity  of  Living  Ptrunu.  way  man.    He  was  committed  to  priscm 

Family  likeness  is  a  thing  of  ordinaiy  on  the  positive  oath  of  a  person  whom 
occurrence:  the  only  wonder  is  that  it  is    Page  had  robbed. 

not  oftener  carried  to  such  an  extent  Mr.  Amos  relates  a  remarkable  case 
as  to  confound  identity.  Instances,  how-  which  occurred  under  his  own  observation 
ever,  are  occasionally  met  with  in  which  at  Warwick  a  few  years  ago.  **  A  man 
brothera  are  so  alike  as  to  defy  distinction,  was  indicted  for  burglary,  accompanied 
The  following  case,  related  by  Risdon  in  with  great  violence  and  cruelty,  and  the 
his  History  of  Devon,  is  worth  quoting  prisoner's  person  was  identified  by  the 
for  its  singularity : —  woman  whose  house  was  robbed,  and  who 

**  Nicholas  ana  Andrew  Tremayne  were  described  particularly  the  clothes  he  had 
twins,  and  younger  sons  of  Thomas  Tre-  on.  Being  told  that  the  prisoner's  life 
mayoe,  Esq.  of  Cullorcumbe,  in  this  depended  on  the  evidence  she  was  giving 
county.  They  wer^  so  like  in  all  their  as  to  his  identity,  the  witness  turned 
lineaments,  so  equal  in  stature,  so  colour-  round  towards  the  box,  and  having  sor- 
ed io  hair,  and  c^  such  resemblance  in  face  veyed  the  prisoner  very  deliberately  for 
and  g^ure,  that  they  could  not  be  known  some  minutes,  said  *  that  is  the  man.'  On 
the  one  from  the  other — no,  not  b^  their  this  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
parents,  brethren,  or  sisters,  but  privately  Birmingham  police  said,  that  he  thought 
by  some  secret  mark,  or  openly  by  wear-  she  was  mistaken,  and  that  she  had  been 
ing  tome  several  coloured  riband,  or  the  deceived  by  the  appearance  of  another 
like,  which  in  sport  they  would  sometimes  prisoner,  who  had  had  sentence  of  death 
change,  to  make  trial  of  their  friends' judg-  passed  on  him  the  day  before  for  another 
ment,  which  would  often  occasion  many  burglary,  very  like  this  in  its  circum- 
mirtbfnl  mistakes.  Yet  somewhat  more  stances,  and  that  he  was  led  to  think  so, 
straoge  it  was,  that  they  agreed  in  mind  as  well  from  the  strong  resemblance  be- 
and  affection  as  much  as  in  body;  for  tween  the  two  persons  as  from  the  circum. 
what  one  loved  the  other  desired;  so,  on  stance  that  the  dress  the  woman  described 
the  eontrary,  the  loathing  of  the  one  was    was  precisely  the  dress  of  the  other  man ; 
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whereas  the  prisoner,  -who  was  a  bad  cha-  and  the  age  of  the  conTict  appeared  to 

racter,  and  had  been  for  some  time  under  amount  to  that  number  (here  you  will 

the  surveillance  of  the  police,  never  wore  observe  iJiat  the  point    of  age  was  the 

such  a  dress.    The  other  man  was  then  first  taken  into  account)  —  while  Babi- 

produced  in  court)  and  the  likeness  ap-  lot  should  be  no  more  Uian  46.    2.  Ba- 

pearing    very    remarkable,  the   jury  ac-  bilot  was  a  straight  handsome  man,  and 

quitted  the  prisoner ;  though  at  one  period  bad  been  a  soldier.    Baronet  was  round- 

of  the  trial  nobody  in  court  thought  that  shouldered,  and  not  much  above  five  feet 

there  was  the  slightest  chance  of  the  pri-  high.    3.  It  was  known  that  Babilot  had 

soner  escaping  being  executed  *•"  a  naevus  matemus  on  his  thigh ;  thia  Ba- 

Cases  are  very    numerous   illustrative  ronet  had  not.    4.  Barbnet  was  lame,  had 

of  the  mode  in  which  identity  of  the  living  clumsy  feet,  and  large  ankles  ;    Babilot 

has  been  contested  and  ascertained.     One  was  just  the  reverse.     And  5.  Both  Baro- 

or  two  of  these  I  may  cite  for  you  by  net  and  Babilot  were  known  to  have  scars 

way   of  example.      The  first  is.  that  of  on  their  cheek  and  throat:  but  Baronet, 

Baronet  —  a  remarkable    case  from  the  in  addition,   had  one  on  his  eye- brow, 

Causes    c^lehres,    frequently    quoted,   and  which  corresponded  with  the  appearance 

which  for  that  reason  I  shall  despatch  of  the  convict 

briefly.                                                   -  The  consequence  of  this  well-conducted 

Remi  Baronet  was  bom  in  the  year  inquiry  was,  that  an  act  was  passed  to  re- 
1717,  in  the  diocese  of  Rheims.  At  the  verse  the  sentence  of  the  condemned 
age  of  25  he  left  his  home  to  seek  a  liveli-  claimant :  the  widow  was  deprived  of  the 
hood,  and  it  was  not  till  twenty-two  years  property,  and  Baronet  was  reinstated  in 
afterwards  that  he  returned  to  his  native  all  his  rights  as  a  good  citizen, 
village  to  look  after  some  little  property  The  newspapers  last  year  contained  a 
which  he  had  heard  he  was  entitled  to.  In  short  account  of  a  case  of  mistaken 
the  meantime  his  sister,  the  widow  La-  identity,  in  some  respects  veiy  like  that 
mort,  was  in  possession  :  she  disputed  the  just  quoted.  A  man  was  hanged  eight 
claim  of  the  new  comer — denied  that  he  years  ago,  as  Daniel  Savage,  the  murderer 
was  her  brother — and  charged  him  with  of  a  female.  The  brother  of  the  murdered 
being  an  impostor.  She  went  further,  woman  was  the  only  witness  to  identify 
There  was  a  man  in  the  neighbourhood  the  accused,  and  his  evidence  was  vague, 
whose  son  was  absent  for  many  years.  He  had  observed  a  cut  on  the  cheek  of  the 
The  woman  Lamort,  through  the  agency  murderer,  and  there  was  fonnd  one  on  the 
of  her  friend  the  Cure,  succeeded  in  per-  chin  of  the  prisoner.  After  sentence,  up 
suading  this  man  that  Baronet  was  his  to  the  last  moment,  the  convict  persisted 
son,  and  he  was  induced  to  recognize  the  in  declaring,  his  innocence.  It  appears 
claimant  Babilot  was  the  name  of  the  that  the  reSi  name  of  this  person  was  Ed- 
old  man  who  claimed  Baronet  for  his  son.  mund  Pine — that  he  was  subject  to  epilep- 
In  short,  the  widow  conducted  her  plot  so  tic  fits— and  was  of  weak  mind.  When 
cleverly,  that  the  unfortunate  Baronet  was  apprehended  and  examined  before  the 
condemned  to  the  galleys  for  life,  as  an  magistrates,  he  was  asked  was  he  Daniel 
impostor.  Savage  j;^  he  answered  **  yes ;"  and  gave  the 

On  passing  through  Paris,  on  his  way  same  answer  to  every  question  put  to  him. 
to  the  place  of  punishment,  he  was  visited  Furthermore  (as  in  the  Baronet  case),  the 
eagerly  by  the  sister  of  the  younger  Ba-  sister  of  the  real  Daniel  Savage  was  ad- 
bilot,  the  man  who  he  was  supposed  to  mi  t ted  to  see  the  prisoner,  when  in  his 
be.  But  the  woman,  the  moment  she  saw  cell  under  sentence  of  death  ;  but  on  see- 
him,  denied  that  he  was  her  brother :  he  ing  him,  she  immediately  exclaimed  that 
was  a  much  older  man,  she  said ;  nor  was  that  was  not  her  brother, 
he  as  tall  as  her  brother,  nor  so  well  made.  A  lamentable  case  of  a  similar  descrip- 
However,  two  years  of  the  sentence  ex-  tion  occurred  in  this  country  in  the  year 
pired  in  the  labour  of  the  galleys,  when,  1749.  One  Richard  Coleman  was  exe- 
at length,  people  began  to  think  that  it  was  cuted  for  a  rape  and  murder  committed 
possible  the  decision  had  been  too  hasty,  on  a  woman  named  Ann  Green.  Cole- 
An  order  for  the  revision  of  the  sentence  man  was  convicted  on  the  dving  dedara- 
was  procured,  and  the  medico-legal  tions  of  the  prosecutrix ;  but  his  innocence 
investigation  of  the  matter  was  com-  was  fully  established  two  years  after  his 
mitted  to  the  celebrated  Louis.  He,  execution,  when  another  person  was  hang- 
upon  examining  the  circumstances  on  all  ed  for  the  same  offence,  upon  the  clearest 
sides,  found  that  there  were  five  capital  evidence.  The  fatal  mistake  was  oh- 
points  of  distinction  between  the  two  men.  yiously  one  of  identity,  such  as  persons  are 
1.  Baronet — the  rightful  claimant — ^if  he  very  liable  to  fall  into  when  their  senses 
were  forthcoming,  should  be  66  years  old ;  are  confused  by  bodily  suflRering,  or  the  heat 
■  of  passion. 

«  MspicAL  Oasetts,  vol.  Tilt.  p.  M.  Foder^  rehites  a  curious  case,  which 
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Aew«  how  cantloiii  we  ought  to  be  Id  md- 
mitting  eren  Iba  eridmce  oreje-witoesses 
anderccrtmiDCirciimstuicei.  Tno  aoldiers 
who  wen  droDk  gut  into  *  iculBe  nitfa 
•oina  towDipeople  io  the  itreet :  one  of 
thew  pmnitlj  left  tbe  gTonnd,  and  his 
ODBiprnDion  who  icioaiaed  happened  to  kill 
B  mao.  Both  coldien  were  taken  up, 
mnd  m  Domber  of  eye-witneises  deaij^Daled 
Bi  tbe  mlirdereT  the  man  who  withdrew. 
jDatioewwDOKbleta  corneal  the  truth  — 
Jet  the  allqied  mnrdeTer  was  candptnned 
to  be  necnied,  and  would  have  been  so, 
had  not  the  priaonen,  in  tbelr  respective 
hopcaofobtaiDii^  mercjr,  where  there  was 
■o  ■trifcing  a  waot  of  podUre  and  conseca- 
tire  cfidencc^  eon(e*ted  thensrlTes  which 
wai  tbe  nal  crimiDaL 
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HINtlTE  ANATOMY  of  thb  LITEB  ; 


F.  KisaniK,  Eso.  F.R.3. 


We  hsTC  already  laid  before  our  readeri 
Mr.  Kiernan'a  elaborate  and  Taluable 
paper,  but  we  hare  received  from  so 
many  correspondent*  applications  for 
ezplatutions  of  particalar  points,  that 
we  are  quite  satisfied  some  difficulty  is 
foand  ID  fully  understandioff  tbe  autbor'a 
views.*  We  hare  eudeavoured  to  give 
the  chief  points  in  a  detached  form,  in 
sncb  manner  as  we  hope  will  render  tbe 
importance  of  Ur.  Kieman's  investin- 
tiofi*  more  generally  appreciated,  Gtitl, 
however,  reierrinf^  to  the  paper  itself^ 
as  contained  at  pajifeB  324,  &r.  of  vol. 
XT.,  for  more  conplete  and  satisfactory 
details.  We  mly  add,  that  the  present 
abstract  has  been  seen  by  Wt.  Kiernan, 
who  has  permi lied  us  to  express  hit  ap- 
proval of  its  accuracy. 

Sdrpacbs  or  the  Liveb. — The  liver 
baa  three  ■□rfaeet— viz.  lBt,thee:r(fma/, 
Gomnonly  so  called ;  3dly,  tbe  canals  or 

terforatiotiB  which  cooiaiu  tbe  lar^r 
ranches  of  the  portal  vein,  hepatic  ur- 
tery,  and  hepatic  duct,  and  called  the 

■  Ap<  Boir  nprlDled  ■!  the  reqntil  of  igreni] 
t^rtracL  iD  ■  svpanu  form,  or  w 


portal  lurfaee ;  3dly,  the  canals  which 
contain  tbe  hepatic  veins — the  hepalic- 

Substance  of  the  Live*.— This  is 
made  up  of  lobules,  vessels,  nerve,  and 
cellular  tissue  prolonged  from  tbe  cap- 
sule of  Glisson. 

Lobules  of  the  Liver— These  are 
small  bodies,  based  on  certain  branches 
of  the  hepatic  vein,  and  bounded  by  a 
fine  cellular  expansion  and  plexus  of 
vessels.  The  subdivisions  of  the  hepa- 
tic vein  are  likened  to  the  branches  of 
a  tree,  and  the  lobules  to  leaves  with- 
out foot-stalks  resting  upon  them,  as 
in  fig'.  I,  which  represents  a  macpiified 
longitudinal  section  of  a  small  hepatic 

Fio.  1. 


Hliliiallr  ippiunl,— En.  Oa> 
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Tein   (a  a),   with   lobules  also   divided 
longiludinallT,   and   having  a   foliated 

appearance  (i  b). 

The  lobules  are  packed  close  toge- 
ther, but  being  of  various  shapes,  and 
generally  more  or  leas  rounded,  they 
leave  iuteralicea  between  them,  which 
are  called  the  interlobular  spaces  (fig.  3, 
b),  while  the  part  where  the  flat  sur- 
faces appear  to  touch,  are  called  the 
interlobular  fissures  (fig.  3,  c).  The 
lobules  constitute  the  secreting  portion 
of  the  viscus;  each  has  its  own  system 
of  vessels,  and  may  be  regarded  as  an 
independent  gland. 

Vessels  of  the  Liveb.— These  are 
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the  hepatic  rela,  the  hepatic  artery,  and  centre.    The  bnnchea  nr  the  vena  ports 

vena  ports;   to  nbicfa  ma^  be  aildeil  runninf^  between  the  lobules  are  called 

the  hepatic  duct.  die   tnCn-lobular  Tcina  (Eg.  7,-b   h  h). 

Hepatic  Vein. — The  larger  branches  The  minuter   ramifications  tritbin    the 

orihia  within  the  lirer  are  called  htpa-  lobule  are  called  lobular renous plexuses 

(tc-MROui  Irunti;  ihcHDlaller  branches,  (flff-  7,ec  c),  and  these  last  inosculate 

on  fffaich  the  bases  of  ihe  lohules  rest,  towarda  the  centre  wiib  tbe  intralobular 


Fio.  3. 


Fio.  7. 


are  called  (uUohuIar  veins :  each  lobule, 
where  it  rest*  on  the  sublobular  vein,  ia 
perforated  bj  a  minute  tamule;  and 
this  little  vessel,  which  occupies  the 
centre  of  the  lobute,  is  called  the  intra- 
lobular vein  (see  &g.  1,  t  e).  When  the 
lobule  is  cut  across,  this  vein  is  seen 
to  ramiff  from  the  centre  towards  the 
circumference  (see  fig.  3,  b,  c).    The 

Fio.  2. 


M 


intralobular  vein  of  one  lobule  has  go 
communication  with  thnl  of  another,  but 
returns  its  blood  excluaivelj  into  the 
tublobular  Tein. 

Htpatic  Artery. — This  artery  which 
follows  the  ram iH cations  of  the  portal 
vein  and  hepatic  duct  is  distributed  ex 
clusively  on  the  vessels  and  other  tex 
tures  oftbe  liver,  far  their  nourishment. 
Its  blood  is  iben  collected  by  ninute 
veins,  and  carried  into  ramificattons  of 
the  portal  veins,  tvbere  being  now  ve 
nous  blood,  its  farther  course  becomes 
the  same  as  that  of  the  vena  portw 

Portal  Vein.— The  uluniate  destma 
tion  of  this  is  the  spaces  and  fissures 
between  the  lobides  whence  it  is  distri 
buted 
iugfr 


iTWiules  of  tho  hepatic  rein  (fig.  7,  rf  rf). 
The  t'nferlobular  veins  of  one  lobals 
communicate  freely  with  those  of  the 
adjoining  lobules  (fig.  7,  a  a':  thive 
lobules  arc  here  reprtaenled).  The 
larger  branches  of  the  portal  vein  are 
not  in  contact  with  the  interlobular 
spaces  on  the  surface  of  the  portal 
canals,  but  are  surrounded  by  a  capsular 
investment,  in  common  with  the  bepalic 
arteiy  and  ducL  In  such  situations  the 
Uiree  vessels  just  named  send  forth 
branches,  which  form  plexuses  in  the 
aheath  surrounding  them ;  and  these 
are  called   the    vaginal   branches    and 

Fig  4 
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plcziuea.  ^ey  in  turn  eiTe  origia 
to  interlobular  braQcbes.  The  imaller 
portal  branches  are  in  contact  with 
the  interlobular  spacei,  except  where 
the  doct  tnd  uterj'  (wbicb  always 
kccompanv  thetn),  interpose.  From  that 
part  of  Ine  circutnference  of  each  rein 
which  is  in  direct  contact  with  the  inter- 
lobular spaces,  interlobular  reins  are 
^ren  off  directly,  but  at  Ibe  other  part 
Ta^nal  branches  first  arise. — See  Rg.  4, 
which  represents  a  transrerse  seclion  of 
sucb  a  portal  canal,  containing'  the  rein 
(s),  the  dact  ((^,and  the  arterj  (e).  On 
one  side  tbe  interlohular  branches  are 
seen  arising'  from  the  vein  directlj  (ft), 
while  on  the  other  side  vaginal  branches 
are  seen  to  arise  (e),  and  aAerwards  to 
■ubdiTide. 

Htpttie  Dnct,— Tbe  lobular  plexuses 
of  the  portal  rein  (see  fig.  7)  are  accon- 
panied  bjr  ducta,  to  carrf  away  the  bile 

Fia.  6. 


is  secreted.  These  are  seen  with  a 
■cope  ■■  minute  yellow  points 
when  a  lobule  is  cut  ncross,  and  consti- 
tnle  the  acini  of  Malpighi.  — Fig.  6, 
i  h,  interlobular  ducts ;  d,  lobular  bi- 
liary plexuses;  t,  tnlrolobular  or  hepa- 
tic TMU. 

CiPsoLE  OF  Glibson. — Tbis  is  a  eel- 
lulo-rascular  membrane,  in  which  the 
ra^nal,  interlobular,  and  lobular 
branches  of  the  portal  tein,  bepatic 
duct,  and  hepatic  artery,  divide  and  sub- 
diride:  it  lines  ibe  portal  canals,  entera 
tlie  interiohular  fissures,  and  forms  the 
CMMales  of  the  lobules;  nay,  it  enters  the 
lobuks  with  the  blood-TeBaels :  and  these 
sevrasl  parts  of  the  capsule  are  called 
m^hm/,  imttrlabtdar.,  uid  lobuUr  por- 
ttonaiCSpectiTely. 

Tbe  portal  canals,  then,  are  occupied 
bj  the  portal  vein,  hepatic  artery,  biuafj 
duet,  unorbents,  nerrea,  and  the  cap- 
sole  of  Glisson.  A  general  idea  of  the 
may  be  gathered  from  the 


ahore  cut,  which  represents  a  longi- 
tudinal seclion  of  a  small  poKal  vein  ;— 
ft,  the  vein,  which  occupies  bj  much  the 
largest  space  ;  g,  the  duct ;  A,  tbe  artery 
— all  of  which  are  seen  giriug  ofl"  tbri- 
nal  branches ;  tbe  fine  tissue  of  the 
capsule  inresdng  the  wbole. 

Sometimes  one  set  of  the  vessels  above 
described  is  in  a  slate  of  congestion ; 
sometimes  another.  When  tbe  intra- 
lobular Veins  are  congested,  the  centre  of 
each  lobule  appears  of  a  more  or  less 
dark  red,  while  the  circumference  is  of 
a  yellow  colour;  when  the  interlobular 
veins  are  congested,  the  circumference 
b  dark  and  tbe  centre  lighter.  The 
former  is  called  hepatic  venous  conges- 
tion, the  latter/iorlai  venous  congestion. 
Botb  may  exist  toother,  and  then  the 
liver  shews  an  uniformly  dark  colour. 
In  hepatic  venous  congestion,  which  is 
by  mucb  tbe  most  common,  the  dark 
portions  are  detached  ;  but  in  portal 
congestion  they  may  be  continuous. 
Considerable  modifications  take  place 
in  tbe  aspect  of  the  mottled  appearance, 
according  as  one  or  other  of  tbcse  forms 
of  congestion  preponderates.and  accord, 
ing  as  it  is  general  or  partial ;  but  no 
such  thing  exists  as  the  medullarv,  cor- 
tical, red,  yellow,  or  other  analogous 
substances,  described  by  previous  anato- 
mists [by  all  of  them,  indeed,  except 
Professor  Miiller,  of  Berlin),  and  on  the 
supposed  existence  of  which  Andral  has 
based  bis  morbid  anatomy  of  the  liver. 
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STATISTICS  OF  SUICIDE  IN        gjere  who  bao  resided  here  for  short  pe- 
ABERDEEN.  riods.    Calculating'  in  the  same  wa^, 

there  would  he  one  actual  suicide  in 
By  Francis  Ooston,  M.D.,  «U5.  every  16,268-15;  a  result  which,  com- 

(Far  the  Medical  Gazette,)  pared  with  other  places,  cannot  be  con- 

^^  sidered  otherwise  than  as  very  favour- 
able for  Aberdeen.    But  if  we  exclude 

In  Aberdeen,  from  1826  to  1835  inclu-  strangers  who  have  not  had  other  than 

sive,  the  histories  of  fifly-two  persons  temporary  residence,  the  result  will  be 

have  been  learned,  who,  in  this  period,  still  more  flatteringc ;  affoiding'  only  one 

have   seriously   attempted  suiciae :    of  attempt  at  self-destruction  annually,  in 

these,  thirty-eight  have  been  actual  sui-  every  14,168*29  of  the  fixed  inhabitants, 

cides.     Contrary  to  what  might  have  and  one  actual  suicide  yearly  in  every 

been  expected,  the  number  of  serious  20,006'55  of  the  same.    As,  however, 

attempts  was  the  same  in  females  as  in  instances  occur  which  cannot  be  known, 

males.    The    fatal  cases  amongst  the  particularly  in  families    amongst    the 

fqrmer  amounted    to     sixteen,    while,  oetter  classes,  the  former    calculation 

amongst  the  latter,  we  find  twenty-two  must  be  nearer  the  truth.     We  are  not 

instances  of  the  same.      In  men,  we  aware  of  any  bills  of  mortality  being 

thus  perceive  that  the  actual  were,  to  kept  in  Aberueen  prior  to  1833.   In  that 

the  attempted  suicides,  as  22  to  26,  or  ^ear,  an  account  of  the  deaths  for  ei^ht 

as  1  to  1*18 ;  in  females,  as  16  to  26,  or  months  are  in  our  possession.    Taking 

as   1  to  1*62.    Taking  the   returns  of  the    average    of    these,    which    gives 

the  census  of  1830,  as  the  mean  of  po-  one  death   in    forty-seven    inhabitants 

pulation  during    the  ten    years   fixed  yearly,  we  have  one  actual  suicide  in 

upon  (which  gives  the  amount  of  the  318*94  deaths. 

inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  including  Old  We  shall  arrange  the  details  which 

Machar,  at  58,019),  we  have  thus  one  we  have  collected,  connected  with  these 

attempt  at  suicide  annually  in  every  cases,  under  different  heads :-« 
11,157*5  inhabitants,   including  stran- 

1.  Ape  and  Sex. 

The  average  age  of  52  attempted  suicides 36*19  years. 

The  ditto  ditto   of  26  male  attempted  ditto  41*15  — 

The  ditto  ditto  of  26  female  ditto  ditto    31*28  — 

The  ditto  ditto   of  22  male  actual  ditto 43*22  — 

The  ditto  ditto   of  16  female  ditto  ditto - 34  25  — 

The  ditto  ditto   of    4  male  incomplete  ditto      29*75  — 

The  ditto  ditto   of  10  female  ditto  ditto 26*40  — 

Or  arranging  them  in  quinquennial  periods,  we  have — 

Of  Attempted  Suicide. 


From  16  lr>  !20  innlnsivA    ..•.>.••>... 

Cases. 

Males. 

Females. 

5 
12 
11 
4 
4 
2 
3 
3 
5 
1 
2 

1 
4 
5 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 

4 

8 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
3 
0 
0 

—      21  In  2.5     (liltA 

—      26  tn  30     Hiltn    .......•• 

—      31  to  35     ditto 

—     36  to  40    ditto    

—      41  to  45     ditto    •••••. • 

«—      4A  to  50     ditto    ..........x.a. 

—      5 1  to  i^S     ditto    ....«•••...... 

^      .VS  to  fiO     ditto    •••. 

»      fi  1  to  <L5     ditto   .............. 

—     66  to  70    ditto    

—      16  to  70    ditto    

52 

26 

26 

SUICIDE  IN  ABERDEEN, 


173 


Of  Actual  Suicide. 


From  16  to  20  inclnsiFe< 

—  21  to  25  ditto  ... 

—  26  to  30  ditto  •  • 

—  31  to  35  ditto  ... 

—  36  to  40  ditto  •  • 

—  41  to  45  ditto  . . 

—  46  to  50  ditto  . . , 

—  51  to  55  ditto  . . « 

—  56  to  60  ditto  • . 

—  61  to  65  ditto  ... 

—  66  to  70  ditto  ... 

—  16  to  70  ditto  ... 


Caiiei. 

Uales. 

Female*. 

2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

4 

7 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

I 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

0 

4 

2 

-  2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2  • 
22 

0 

38 

16 

The  ag^e  at  which  the  g^reatest  num. 
ber  of  attempts  at  self-immolation  hap- 
pens, is  thus  from  21  to  25  inclusive ; 
next  in  frequency  are  the  &ve  years 
from  26  to  30.  The  periods  at  which 
the  g^atest  proportion  of  actual  suicides 
take  place,  are  from  21  to  30  inclusive. 
Amongst  the  men,  the  greatest  number 

2.  Mode  of  Death, — Attempted  Suicide. 


of  attempts  are  from  26  to  30 ;  amongst 
the  women,  from  21  to  25  inclusive.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  afler  the  age 
of  35  (with  one  exception),  no  ineflTectual 
attempt  was  made ;  and  that  a  difference 
IS  observable  in  this  respect  between  the 
sexes,  fewer  failures  occurring  in  men 
than  in  women. 


By  Drowning < 

—  Poison    ' 

—  Han^ng    

—  Cutting  Instniments   *  *  * 

—  Fire.  Arms < 

—*  Strangulation 

—  Precipitation 

—  Exposure  to  Cold*  ...'••< 

Total 


Caaes. 

Male. 

Female. 

19 

7 

12 

11 

2 

9 

9 

6 

3 

6 

6 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

52 

26 

26 

Actual  Suicide. 


By  Drowning 

—  Hanging    

-^  Poison    ••• 

—  Cutting  Instruments  ... 

—  Fire-Arms 

— -  Strangulation    ..•....•. 

—  Precipitation 

— >  Exposure  to  Cold     . .  •  • . 

Total. 


Caiei. 

Male. 

Female. 

13 

6 

7 

9 

6 

3 

6 

2 

4 

3 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

38 

22 

16 

From  these  tables   we  perceive  that  The  poison  selected  was  laudanum,  cx- 

attempts  to  take  life  by  fire-arms,  and  cept  in  one  case,  where  corrosive  subli- 

hj  cutting:  instruments,  are  confined,  as  mate  was  swallowed.    The  throat  was 

migbt  have  been  anticipated,  to  males,  cut  in  five  out  of  tbe  six  attempts  by 

—poison  and  drowning^  being  the  modes  cutting  instruments. 
most  frequently  chosen  by  Uic  females. 
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3.  Assigned  Cause. 


Love  disappointmeDts    •  •  •  • « 

Family  auarrels 

Mental  depression 

Insanity    < 

Melancholy 

Deranged  affairs « 

Intoxication 

Detection  in  theft   

Reli/^ous  melancholy 

Drunken  qnarrel •  • 

Temporary  excitement 

Dissipation , 

Poverty 

Dread  of  punishment 

Cause  unknown 

Total. 


Catet. 


11 
8 
6 
9 
4 
4 
2 


52 


Male. 


3 
3 
2 
6 
2 
4 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 


26 


Female. 


8 
6 
4 
3 
2 
0 
1 
0 
1 
I 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 


26 


Fatal. 


6 
8 
4 
6 
4 
4 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 


38 


Uncom' 
pleted. 


5 
0 
2 
3 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 

1 
I 

0 
0 
0 
0 


14 


4.  Occupations, — 1.  Females. 


Prostitates  ...••... 
Manufactory  senrants 
House  servants    .... 

Paupers     

Farm  servant 

Dress-maker 

Tradesmen's  wives  . . 
Unknown .  • 


Caict. 


«>-•#«««« 


***«#••' 


Total, 


11 
4 
2 
2 
t 
I 
3 
2 


26 


Fatal. 

Uncom- 
pleted. 

5 

s    , 

2     , 

s 

3     ^ 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

16 

10 

2.  Males. 


Weavers    

Soldiers  (including  1  pensioner)- 

Lahourers     •  •  • 

Shoemakers      

Wrights    

Tinsmiths     

Blacksmith  •••• 

Hairdresser 

Seaman    • 

Carter  

Painter     

Teacher    •  •  •  • 

Baker    

Shopkeeper      • . . '. 

Writer  

Unknown 

Total.... 


Gates. 


3 
3 
2 
2 
2 


26 


Fatal. 


3 
3 
2 
2 


22 


Uncom- 
pleted. 


1 

0 
1 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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5.  State — Married  or  Sinple. 

Of  the  attempted  suicides,  19  were 
married,  2  were  widows,  I  was  a  wi- 
dower,  and  30  were  single.  Of  the 
state  of  one  of  these  last,  there  was 
doubts.  Of  these,  12  men  were  married, 
1  was  a  widower,  and  13  were  unmar- 
ried. Of  the  women,  6  were  married,  2 
were  widowers,  and  18  were  single.  Or, 
the  married  (including  widows  and  wi- 
dowers) were  to  the  unmarried  as  22  to 
30,  or  as  1  to  1*36.  The  married  men 
(inclnding  the  widower)  and  the  single 
men  were  in  equal  numbers,  while  the 
married  women  (including  the  widows) 
were  only  to  the  unmarried  females  as  8 
to  18,  or  as  1  to  2*25.  Of  the  whole 
number  of  attempted  suicides,  it  was 
known  that  26  had  no  children,  and 
that  16  had  families.  The  average 
number  of  children  amongst  these,  was 
3  to  each. 

6.   YEARS. 

1.  Attempted  Suicides, 


4*2;  and  of  the  last  five  years,  6*2; 
shewing  thus  an  average  of  the  attempts 
at  self-destruction  in  this  city. 

The  second  table  exhibits  also  an  in- 
crease of  actual  suicides,  the  annual 
average  for  the  10  years  being  3*8  ;  the 
average  yearly  number  for  the  first  Rve 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 
Cases. 

IQOA 1 

3 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
6 
1 
2 

26 

4 
4 
5 
3 
5 
7 
4 
8 
6 
6 

S2 

10*Q« ••••••.••1 

1007 .....s 

IftQA. ........  .A 

io*o* •••••••••0 

lOOQ •.,..  1 

AO**f  •  •••••••••1 

ifiSO 2 

1831 4 

IfQO 1 

1833 2 

IQftl ..-.A 

MOO**'  •••••••••»/ 

ifta& 4, 

From  1826  to  ^    * 
1835,inclu.>   26 
rive.             ) 

2.  Actual  Suicides, 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 
Cases. 

iftofi 1 

2 

0 

1- 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

0 

2 

16 

3 
2 
,4 
2 
4 
6 
3 
5 
4 
6 

38 

1  Ottnt  ••••••••  ..f. 

1097 a 

1000 ••...a 

100Q ,,.] 

IfiOQ .....*i 

IO«JV  ■••••••"••^ 

1831.  .•• 4 

1fi3Q. .  •  •  • 1 

1833 ••••1 

1034 ....4 

19^ 3 

From  1826  to)   ^ 
1835  indn-  [  22 
rive.             ) 

years,  3 ;  and  of  the  last,  4*6. 

7.   MONTHS. 

1.  Attempted  Suiciies. 

Cases. 
Januaiy  •  •  •  •  4 
February   ••  4 
March    ■  •  •  ■  4 

April 2 

May    1 

June 6 

21 

Cases. 

July    8 

August  ••••  9 
September*  •  2 
October  •  •  •  •  6 
November  ••  2 
December  ••  4 

Total  •  •  •  •     52 

2.  Actual  Suicides. 

Cases. 
January  ••••  4 
Febmary   ••  3 
March    ••••  3 

April 2 

May   1 

June 4 

17 

Cases. 

July    3 

August  ••••  6 
September*  •    1 
October ....  6 
November  ..  2 
December  ..  3 

Total  ••••     38 

From  both  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  last  six  months  of  the  ^ear  predo- 
minate' over  the  first,  while  August 
stands  highest  in  each,  and  May  lowest. 

8.   DAY  OF  THE  WEEK. 

1.  Attempted  Suicides. 


Cases. 

Cases. 

Sunday  •  * • •  8 

Thursday  ..  6 

Monday  ••••  9 

Friday    ••••11 

Tuesday****  7 

Saturday    ..4 

Wednesday     5 

Unknown  ••  2 

2.  Actual  Suicides. 


Cases. 

Cases. 

Sunday  *•••  6 

Thursday  ••  4 

Monday  •  •  •  •  8 

Friday    ••••6 

Tuesday-- ••  7 

Saturday   •-  4 

Wednesday     2 

Unknown  ••  1 

The  yearly  average  of  the  first  table 
is  d*2 ;  of  the  first  fire  years  of  the  same, 


A  reason  ma^  be  assigned  for  Fridays 
standing  so  high  in  the  first  table. 
Tradesmen's  wages  are    usually  paid 
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hereon  the  Thursday  night,  afler  which  amongst  those  who  had  no  permatient 

scenes  of  intemperance  are  very  com-  residence  in  Aberdeen — 

mon.  Many  also  receive  their  weekly  pay  3  ^^^  f^m  the  south  of  Scotland, 

on  Saturday  night,  which  is  also  often  3  ^ere  from  the  county  of  Aberdeen, 

a  period  of  drunkenness  and  riot,  Sunday  1  ^^^  ^  native  of  England, 

being  occasionally   spent  in  the  same  1  ^^  from  Kincardineshire, 

manner.  Two  of  the  week-day  cases  oc-  1  ^gg  ^  native  of  Elgin, 

curred  on  days  of  public  worship,  and  i  ^^  f^^  Morayshire  ;  and  of 

must  therefore  be  added  to  the  religious  2  the  native  place  was  unknown, 
festivals,  in  both  tables. 

The  cases  were  arranged  atcordin^  11.  Hahiti. 
to  the  days  of  the  month  in  which  sui-  Of  the  state  of  30  out  of  t^e  52,  whose 
cides  were  attempted,  or  actually  perpe-  situation  was  ascerUined  previous  to  the 
trated  ;  but  no  pneralizalions  could  be  uttempt,  20,  or  two-thirds,  were  intoxi- 
obtained  from  these,  the  instances  being  gated  (1  from  laudanum),  and  the  re- 
pretty  equally  divided  amongst  the  dif-  mainder  sober :  17  had  the  character  of 
ferent  days.  habitual  drunkards,  and  an  equal  num« 

It  may  deserve  notice,  that  of  43  her  of  temperate  persons, 
cases  of  attempted  suicide,  in  which  an 

approximation  to  the  time  was  obtained,  12.  Postmortem  Appearances, 

29  took  place  in  the  hours  from  noon  We  had  an  opportunity  of  being  pre- 

to  midnight,  and  only  14  between  mid-  sent  at  eight  of  the  postmortem  exami. 

night  and  noon     Of  32  cases  of  actual  nations  in   the  above   cases  of  actual 

suicide,  20  were  accomplished  during  suicide.      Independent  of  the    morbid 

the  former,  and  only  12  during  the  lat-  appearances  peculiar  to   the    mode  of 

tcr  twelve  hours.  death,  the  following  were  observed  :— 

g    P  /'  '  ^-  ^^^  skull  in  one  instance  was  very 

.             ,  neitffion,  thick,  and  nearly  globular;  in  a  second 

Our  information  on  this  subject,  and  jt  was  also  very  thick,  but  much  flat- 
that  which  next  follows,  is  less  complete,  tened  at  the  sides ;  while,  in  a  third,  it 
and  less  to  be  trusted,  than  on  the  points  was  very  thin,  with  the  processes  and 
which  precede,  and  must  therefore  be  ridges  on  its  interior  unusually  sharp 
received  with  caution.     Of  the  52  per-  and  prominent. 

sons  who  attempted  suicide,  14  attended  2.  Different  morbid  appearances  were 

no   church;   13   frequented    the   Esta-  met  with  in  the  brain  and  membranes, 

blishcd  Church ;  2  the  Methodist  Cha-  in  one  case  this  viscus  was  very  firm, 

pel ;  2  the  Episcopalian  Churches ;  and  and  less  dark-coloured  than  usual.    In 

I   the   lUlief.      Of  20,    nothing  was  another  instance  the   brain   was  veiy 

known  in  this  respect.    On  a  very  rough  firm ;  in  a  third,  soft,  with  bony  ooncre- 

estimate  (the  respective  numbers  being  tions   in  each    choroid  plexus.      In  a 

unattainable  at  present  with  any  thinjr  fourth  the  arachnoid  was  thickened  and 

like  rigid  accuracy),  the  attempts  at  self-  opaque,  and   the  cerebellum  softened, 

immolation  would   be  as  1  to  1384  of  in  a  fifth  case  serous  cysts  existed  in 

those  attending  the  Established  Church ;  each  choroid  plexus,  while  both  tha- 

as  1  to  900  Episcopalians ;  as  1  to  300  lami,  one  corpus  striatum,  and  the  sep- 

Methodists;  as  1  to  1000  of  the  Relief  tum  lucidum,  were  broken  down  into  a 

Churches;  and  as  1  to  033  of  those  at-  hard  pulp.     In  a  sixth  the  arachnoid 

tending  no  church.    This  last  calcula-  was  thickened,    with    effusion    under- 

tion  assumes,  that  one-half  of  those  of  neath,  while  the  co-mutual  surfaces  of 
whom  no  information  was  obtained  at-  .  the  hemispheres  adhered ;  the  brain  ge- 

tended  uo  church.  nerally    being    firm,    but    the    fornix 

10.  Piace  of  Nativity,  "^  a  Thi  following  was  the  sUte  of  the 

Of  41   attempted  suicides,  occurring  heart  in  two  cases :— In  one  the   left 

amongst  the  resident  population—  ventricle  was  flaccid  and  attenuated  ;  in 

33  were  natives  of  Aberdeen.  ^^^  other  it  was  loaded  with  fat,  its 

2  were  from  the  south  of  Scotland.  "gr*>t  auricle  and  ventricle  were  attenu- 

2  were  from  the  county  of  Aberdeen;  and  ated,    and    its     left     ventricle    hyper- 

of4  the  native  place  was  unknown.  trophied. 

4.  In  one  case  the  lungn  were  empby- 

Of  the  attempted  suicides,  occurring  scmatous ;    and  in  another^  generally 
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liepatized,  wtih  a  bonj  concretion  in  the  sertinn    that    be     bad    taken     poison. 

sur>stance  of  one  lohe.  Nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour  elapsed  he- 

5.  In  two  cases  the  liver  was  hyper-  fore  he  l»e<;:iti  to  feel  sick  ;  he  then  in- 
tnipbied ;  in  one  heinfir  of  immense  size,  troduced  his  fingers  ikito  bis  throat  to 
In  a  third  the  left  lohe  was  softened.  excite  vomiting,    and   with   some   dif. 

6.  In  one  case  the  stomach  was  con-  ficuUj  irot  up  a  mouthful  of  a  clear 
tracted  almost  to  the  diameter  of  the  fluid.  Having  reached  a  house  in  the 
duodenum.  neighbourhood,  he  compluined  of  vio- 

7.  In  one  instance  the  ileum  was  lent  pain  and  retching ;  got  some  salt 
closely  and  permanently  contracted;  and  and  water,  which  he  immediately  re- 
in another  the  larger  intestines  were  jected  with  two  or  three  pieces  of 
also  unusually  contracted,  the  mucous  potatoe,  but  the  stomach  still  retained 
coat  being  in  Dotb  instances  soflened.  its  other  contents. 

8.  In  one  case  the  os  tincse  was  found  Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  William  Fumival, 
dosed  by  g^utinon^  matter ;  the  uterus  and  myself,  saw  him  soon  afler  three. 
was  as  large  as  in  the  fiflh  month  of  He  was  sitting  on  a  chair,  with  a  wild 
pregnancy ;  its  interior  was  filled  with  and  anxious  expression  of  countenance, 
a  downy  vascular  growth;  the  fallopian  and  bis  eyes  were  blood-shot;  he  was 
tuhea  were  closed  at  each  extremity,  perfectly  collected; and  spoke  correctly; 
and  distend^  in  their  middle  by  a  nad  burning  pain  about  his  stomach 
rerous  fluid ;  both  ovaria  were  the  seats  and  belly,  which  was  swelled  so  as  to 
of  serous  cysts  as  large  as  a  walnut,  have  burst  the  buckle  of  his  belt ;  vio- 
This  occurred  in  a  prostitute.  lent  beating  at  the  heart,  and  an  acid 

9.  In  one  case  the  spleen  was  soAen-  taste  in  his  mouth. 

ed.    One  woman  was  deaf,  and  another  A  pint  or  two  of  warm  water  was 

blind.  thrown  into  the  stomach  by  means  of 

In  six  cases  the  attempt  noted  was  the  pump,  and  on  reversing  the  action 

the  second,  and  in  one  the  third.  of  the  instrument,  a  few  ounces  of  fluid 

±\iMrAmmn  Oeft  IS  lAss  camc  back  casily,  but  the  tube  became 

^ ^  choked  up,  and  was  of  necessity  with- 

■"                    "                               '  drawn.    This  was  followed  by  a  pretty 

ON  TBI  copious  rejection  of  fluid  mixed  with 

HTDRATED  TBITOXIDE  OF  IRON  potatoes,  pieces  of  which  bad  got  into 

j^s  A„  the  tube  of  the  pump,  and  prevented  its 

ANTIDOTE  TO  ARSENIC.  action.    On  being  cleaned,  it  was  again 

^_^__  introduced,  and  another  portion  of  warm 

^     .«^..          ^   w    -MM-  J'    w  ^  water  injected,  but  the  pump,  when  re- 

T0  tk€  Editor  of  th€  Medical  Gazette,  ^^raed,  still  refused  to  act,  and   was 

Sin  finally   withdrawn.    The  sickness  had 

Dr.  Buwsen's  discovery  of  the  eflicacy  ceased,  and  could  not  be  renewed  by 

of  the  hydrated  tritoxide  of  iron  as  an  an-  tickling  the  fauces.     He  felt  something 

lidote  to  arsenic,  seems  to  have  received  better  after  the  vomiting. 

in  this  country  scarcely  the  attention  It  will  not  be  thought  irrelevant  to 

which   its  importance  deserves.    It  is  »ay  a  few  words  on  the  state  of  the  man 

for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  again  be-  a*  this  moment.     He  had  in  the  mom- 

fore  the  profession  that  I  send  you  the  ing  drunk  a  glass  of  rum  and  several 

following  narrative :-—  glasses  of  ale.     While   under  the  in- 

On  Wednesday,  September  7th,  1836,  fluence  of  this  liquor,  and  immediately 

a  man  bought  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  before  taking  the  arsenic,  he  had  eaten 

anenic,  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  ^^e  or  six  cold   potatoes.    The  exact 

aAemoon  mixed  it  in  a  teacup  with  a  quantity  of  arsenic  swallowed  could  not 

qoantity    of  water,    stirred    it    round  be  ascertained,  but  it  must  have  been  a 

two  or  three  times  rapidly  with  a  tea-  very  larye  dose  *.  The  vehicle  in  which 

spoon,  and  immediately  swallowed  it ;  he  took  it  was  one  very  likely  to  pro- 

a  portion,  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  duce  its  peculiar  effects  upon  the  sto- 

the  whole,  remained  at  the   bottom  of  mach;  it  was  also  evident  that  the  sick- 

Ihe  cup.    He  then  walked  out  with  a  ness  previous  to  the  use  of  the  pump 

penoD   who    had   unsuspectingly   wit-  had   left  the    contente    untouched,    or 

iiesaed    the   proceeding,  and   who  was  ""I                "Z               TZl    i      .^ .   .. 

t'^  .    ™,  i          ..11  X             ,    .1. •  •  •  A  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  araenlc  sold  In  the 

quite  incrednloos  till  the  man  s  altered  .jj^p.  ^^^^  two  drachim  and  two  scrupUs  Apo- 

comiteiMUice  confirmed  his  positive  as-  thccariea*  weight. 
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nearly  so.  The  injection  of  the  warm  half  of  castor  oil,  which  operated  twice, 
water  would  still  further  dilute  the  The  first  stool  was  of  a  formed  con- 
fluids  already  in  the  stomach ;  and  sistence,  of  a  dark  ereen  colour  mixed 
allowing  that  a  portion  of  the  arsenic  with  brown,  and  with  several  pieces  of 
was  dissolved  ana  vomited  *,  would  not  undigested  potatoe  in  it,  exactly  likje 
the  very  dilution  facilitate  the  deposi-  those  vomited  on  Wednesday  ;  the 
lion  of  the  remainder  on  the  mucous  second  stool  was  preceded  by  some 
membrane?  griping,  but  was  not  seen.      He  had 

It  was  now  two  hours  since  the  pot-  some  twitching  in  his  head  on  Saturday, 

son  had  been  taken.   About  six  dracoms  so  that,  as  he  said,  he  was  notable  to 

of  the  carbonate  of  iron  were  mixed  in  hold  it  still.     Had  another  stool,  of  a 

water  and  given  to  him  at  twice,  one  natural  consistence,  of  a  peculiar  brown 

draught     immediately     folh)wing    the  colour,    and  partially    covered   with  a 

other.     He  said  bis  stomach  felt  cooler ;  black  shining  mucus.     His  diet  during 

and  his  pulse,  which  had  been  upwards  the  whole  time  consisted  of  gmel,  tea, 

of  130  just  before,  sank  to  112.    The  and  dry  toast, 
pain    ceased,  or  nearly   so.      He  was 

ordered   to  bed,  and   to   take   half  an  The  best  commentary  upon  this  case 

ounce  more  of  the  carbonate  in  half  an  will  be  a  detail  of  such  experiments  and 

hour.  trials  as  have  been  made  with  the  oxide 

At  half  past  ^ve  I  found  him  asleep,  of  iron  since  its  discovery  as  an  anti- 

and  in  a  copious  perspiration.   When  he  dote  to  arsenic. 

awoke  he  had  no  pain ;  there  were  oc-  The  history  of  the  discovery  is  given 
casional  sensations  of  burning  in  the  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Bnnsen  to  M. 
epigastrium,  and  strong  paluitations  ;  Poggendorf,  dated  May  1,  1834,  which 
pulse  108  ;  his  eyes  were  stilt  red,  and  is  puolishcd  in  the  Journal  de  Pharmade 
his  look  anxious.  A  Quantity  of  the  for  October,  1834.  '*  Having  found, 
newly.prepared  oxide  or  iron  was  now  first,  that  pure  hydrate  of  iron  precipi- 
administered.  In  the  course  of  the  tates  arsenious  acid  in  solution  so  corn- 
evening  he  made  a  large  quantity  of  pletely  as  not  to  leave  a  trace  of  it  in 
clear  and  healthy  urine.  The  pain  con-  the  supernatant  liquor, — and,  secondly, 
tinuing  under  the  ensiform  cartilage,  he  that  ifa  few  drops  of  ammonia  be  added 
had  ten  leeches  applied.  He  did  not  to  the  hydrate,  and  arsenious  acid  in 
aleep.  About  two  m  the  morning  he  fine  powder  be  digested  with  it  at  a 
was  seized  with  violent  pain  and  twist-  gentle  heat,  the  latter  immediately  be- 
ing in  the  belly,  which  was  followed  by  comes  an  insoluble  arsenite  of  the  tri- 
vomiting ;  his  bowels  acted  two  hours  toxide  of  iron,"-^the  Doctor  requested 
after,  and  the  urine  was  abundant  The  Dr.  Bertbold  to  experiment  on  some 
matter  vomited  seemed  to  consist  prin-  do^,  and  the  result  was,  that  in  their 
cipally  of  the  oxide,  but  at  the  bottom  opinion  it  is  a  better  antidote  to  arsenic 
of^the  pot  were  some  pieces  of  stringy  than  albumen  is  to  corrosive  sublimate, 
mucus,  which  might  he  drawn  up  the  Some  months  after  this  an  accident 
sides  amongst  ue  urine  ;  the  stool  occurr^  at  Paris  which  led  to  much 
could  not  be  examined.  He  said  he  discussion  and  several  series  of  experi- 
felt  sick  and  worse  after  taking  the  ments.  Seven  horses  got  some  arseniate 
physic ;  occasional  heartburn ;  pulse  90.  of  potash  in  their  com  ;  four  died  before 

On  Thursday  morning  we  had  more  any  thing  was  done ;  to  the  other  three 
of  the  prepared  oxide,  which  was  more  M.  Boulet,  a  veterinarjr  surgeon^  ad- 
carefully  washed  than  the  first.  He  ministered  thehydratedtritoxide  twenty, 
said  it  was  not  so  good  to  take ;  but  he  eight  hours  after  the  arseniate  :  one 
had  no  more  sickness ;  pulse  75;  slight  horse  lived  three  hours,  another  thirty- 
headache.  He  slept  soundly  in  the  six,  and  the  other  some  days  *. 
night,  and  early  on  Friday  morning  These  untoward  circumstances  g^ve 
felt  an  inclination  to  go  to  stool,  but  rise  to  new  investigations,  and  MM. 
passed  nothuig.  The  oxide  was  dis-  Miquel  and  Soubeiran  Instituted  a  set 
continued,  and  he  had  an  ounce  and  a  of  laborious  experimeuti  on  dogs.  After 
som^  preliminary  trials,  from  which  no 

•  A  part  of  ih«  fluid  with  potatoes  rrjocttd  at     —————————— ■ 

thi»  period,  after  havins  been  boiled  and  Altered,  «  nuUetln  de  Th^rapeuttqnf,  Oct.  1RS4.    It  It 

was  subjected  to  the  action  of  sulphuretted  by.  remarkable  that  In  the  irst.horse  that  died  (of 

drogen  f«t,  and  asfumed  the  cfaaracterlnlc  lemon  the  seven)  no  arttolc  was  found  either  In  the 

Slat,  bat  remained  perfvctty  elear.  stomach  or  Inttatlnes. 
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fKMitiTe  eonduftion  could  be  drawn,  tbej  seniate  of  potash,  and  immediately  af- 
-  tied  the  CBSophafif us  of  a  do^  to  ascertain  terwards  a  pound  and  a  half  of  the 
tow  long  be  would  live  in  such  a  state :  protoxide^  of  iron  :  the  animal  lived 
tbe  animal  died  in  seventy-two  hours.  57  hours.  He  now  learned  that  similar 
Thej  next  ffave  a  do?  twelve  grains  of  experiments,  with  the  same  result,  had 
arsenic,  and  then  tied  tbe  oesophagus :  been  made  at  the  Veterinary  School  at 
lie  lived  two  hours.  Another  dog  bad  Alfort;  and  M.  Lassaigne,  one  of  the 
nine  grains  of  arsenic,  and,  with  the  experimenters,  accounted  for  their  fail- 
same  operation,  lived  two  hours  and  a  ure  by  the  greater  affinity  between  ar- 
half.  They  now  gave  a  small  dog  senic  acid  and  potash,  than  between  it 
twelve  g^ms  of  arsenic,  and  im-  and  iron.  In  order  to  meet  this,  he 
mediate]?  after  twelve  times  as  much  tried  the  sulphate  of  iron.  He  gave 
bjdrated  oxide  of  iron.  The  oesopha-  two  ounces  of  tbe  arscniate,  and  directly 
^s  was  tied,  and  tbe  animal  len  to  afterwards  a  pound  of  the  sulphate :  the 
Itself;  it  tried  to  vomit.  In  two  or  horse  lived  63  hours. .  When  M.  Boulct 
three  hours  the  effects  of  tbe  poison  went  mentioned  these  circumstances  to  Pro- 
off.  Twenty-four  hours  after  tbe  liga-  fessor  Orfila,  the  professor  thought  be 
tiue  was  removed,  and  as  the  dog  could  had  not  given  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
Ml  wmmBow  solid  food,  some  broth  and  the  antidote ;  and  in  tbe  next  experi- 
milk  was  gtveit  to  it.  It  died  on  tbe  ment  he  exhibited  two  ounces  ot  the 
sixth  day  after  tbe  operatioiu  Tn  cases  arseniate,  and  four  pounds  of  the  b^r. 
where  Uie  ligature  was  not  leaittied,  drated  peroxide:  death  took  place  in 
ope  dog  lived  seventy-eight,  another  64  hours.  A  fourth  horse  bad  two 
eighty-mur  boors.  It  nad  the  power  of  ounces  of  the  arseniate,  and  eight 
retaraing  death  when  g^ven  two  hours  ounces  of  the  sulphate  of  iron,  and  died 
after  tbe  operation  ;   but  when  joined  in  02  hours. 

with  fatty  substances  it  was  less  effica-  In  all  these  cases  tbe  usual  effects  of 

cious.  arsenic  were  found  in  the  intestinal  ca- 

After  examining  tbe  chemical  action  nal ;  and,  moreover,  in  tbe  two  instances 

of  the  two  substances  on  each  other,  wheresulphateof  iron  was  administered, 

MM.  Miquel  and  Soubeiran  came  to  the  there  was  a  serous  infiltration  between 

following  conclusions :  —  1.    That  M.  the  mucous  and  muscular  coats  of  the 

Bunsen's  opinion,   that  tbe    bydrated  stomach.     M.  Boulct  now  gave  up  the 

oxide  of  iron  is  a  good  antidote  to  arse-  arseniate  of  potash;  and  from  six  dif- 

nic,  is  correct     2.  Tbe  oxide  must  be  ferent  trials  found  that  it  required  two 

used    in    excess  with    regard    to    llie  ounces  of  the  white  oxide  of  arsenic  to 

arsenic     3,  It  instantaneously  neutra-  kill  a  horse.    On  tbe  16tb  December 

lizes  and  precipitates  arsenious  acid  in  be  gave  one,  two  ounces  of  arsenic,  and 

solution.    4.  When  tbe  powdered  arse-  immediately  after  it  four  pounds  of  tbe 

nioas  acid  is  added  to  tbe  bydrated  bydrated    peroxide.      The    horse    ap- 

oxide  diffuseid  in  water,  its  effects  are  peared  ouite  well  till  the  25th,  when  he 

completely  neutralized  by  tbe  oxide ;  was  kilted :  two  ulcers  were  found  in 

but  It  recommences  its  action  the  mo-  the  stomach,  one  the  size  of  a  crown- 

ment  tbe  oxide  is  deficient.     6.  Tbe  piece,  the  other  much  less.      In  two 

oxide  will  not  prevent  death  when  tbe  other  experiments  tbe  lesions  were  even 

riaon  has  been  long  in  tbe  stomach,  lighter  tnan  these ;  in  a  fourth,  tbe  in- 

While  tbe  oxide  prevents  any  further  testinal  canal  was  found  inflamed  and 

action  of  the  poison,    it  U  not  likely  swollen  in  different  parts,  and  an  ero- 

that  it  will  do  away  tbe  effects  already  sion  six  inches  lon^,  and  three  broad,  in 

produced*.  tbe  colon,  penetrating  through  the  mu- 

Early  in   March,  1836,  M.  Boulct.  cous,  and  having  disorganized  the  mus- 

wbo  has  been  already  mentioned,  read  cular  coat 

a  paper  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Me-  To  ascertain  bow  long  a  time  might 

dieine  (of  which  be  is  a  member),  con-  intervene  between  the  aoministration  of 

taining  an  account  of  additional  trials,  the  poison  and  tbe  antidote,  one  horse 

Tbe  subjects  of  bis  experiments  were  bad  the  former  two  hours,  another  four 

horses.    Tbe  first  got  two  ounces  of  ar-  hours,  before  the  latter.    Both  recovered. 


*  It  may  be  Rtated,  tbat  any  diflfereoce  of  ter* 
*   BuUaUa  g^D^ral  de   TbArapewUqac,   Dec.     mlmoiogjf  In  thia  arUde  belongB  to  tb«  original 
18M.  wrltera  of  the  memoln  quoted. 
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In  another  case,  the  oxide  given  twenty-  retarded,  but  did  not  prerent  its  action. 

^ve  hours  afler,  at  the  time  when  the  In  no  case  was  there  any  free  anienic 

first  symptoms  of  the  poison  appeared,  discovered  in  the  intestines, 

producea  no  effect,  and  the  animal  died  These  experiments^  if  not  conclusive, 

in   twenty-four  hours.     M.  Lassai«rne  were  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  indoee 

analysed  separately  the  contents  of  the  any  observer  to  trv  the  peroxide  in  a 

stomach,     tne     small     intestines,    the  case  of  poisoning  oy  arsenic ;  and  ac- 

csecum,  and  the  colon,  of  a  horse,  which  cordingf^r,  M.  Geoffroj,  offieier  de  tmnii 

had  been  killed  seventy-two  hours  aAer  in  a  provincial  town  in  France,  g^ve  it 

liaving  taken  the  poison  and  the  anti-  to  a  man  named  Fouquet,  a  barber,  who, 

dote,    having    shewn  no    symptom  of  in  a  fit  of  delirium  tremens,  bad  taken 

being  poisoned,  and  did  not  fina  a  trace  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  arsenic  twenty 

of  arsenious  acid  any  where.  minutes  before.      In  the  course  of  a 

As  a  summary,  says  M.  Boulet,  it  quarter  of  an  hour  he  drank  &ve  or  six 
seems  to  follow  from  these  facts— I.  That  pints  of  hot  or  cold  water,  charged  with 
the  hyd rated  peroxide  of  iron  will  not  the  peroxide :  this  was  followea  by  co- 
counteract  the  eflTects  of  the  arseniate  of  pious  vomitinsff  and  a  large  stool.  Be- 
potash.  2.  That  the  sulphate  is  equally  tween  six  o^clock  and  two  he  was  contt- 
useless.  3.  That  it  requires  about  two  nuallv  swallowing  the  same  liquid,  vo- 
ounces  of  the  arsenious  acid  to  poison  a  mitea  thrice,  and  had  as  many  stools, 
horse,  and  death  constantly  follows  on  No  symptom  of  the  poison  shewed  it- 
the  second  or  third  daj.  4.  That  the  self,  but  he  was  still  delirious.  After 
hydrated  peroxide  of  iron  is  an  anti-  eight  hours  the  quantity  of  the  antidote 
dote  to  arsenic,  and  must  be  exhibited  was  gradually  diminished,  and  the  fol- 
in  a  much  larger  dose  than  the  poison,  lowing  moniing  (his  senses  returned 
5.  That  when  it  is  given  with  the  poi-  gradually)  he  was  convalescent,  and 
son,  it  generally  annuls  the  effects  of  asked  for  breakfast  This  man  took  the 
the  latter.  6.  That  it  does  so  if  given  oxide  prepared  from  six  ounces  fire 
four  hours  afler  the  poison.  7,  and  drachms  of  the  sulphate  of  the  peroxide 
lastly,  That  it  does  not  prevent  death  of  iron,  in  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
if  given  a  long  time  afler  it*.  pints  of^  water,  sometimes  hot,  sometimes 

Drs.  G.  Borelli  and  C.  Demaria,  at  cold*. 

Turin,  were,  about  the  same  time,  in-  On  the  13th  of  August,   1835,  ^ve 

restigating  the  powers  of  the  same  sub-  little  girls,  on  their  way  from  school, 

stance,  and  published  the  results  in  the  picked  up  some  pieces  of  a  dry,  brown, 

Hepertario  Medico-Chirurgico  del  Pie-  brittle  cake,  which  bad  been  thrown  on 

monte,  for  March  1835 :  an  abstract  of  a  dunghill,  and  each  partook  of  it,  about 

their  article  is  given  in  the  Bulletin  de  two  o*clock  in  the  aflemoon.     In  half 

ThSrapeutiaue  for  May,  to  which  I  am  an  hour  there  was  more  or  less  vomiting, 

indebted.    Their  first  experiments  were  and  the   usual  symptoms  of  arsenical 

made  on  rabbits,  and  were  unsatisfac-  poison,    inflammatory   and    spasmodic, 

tory  enough,  till  they  ascertained  that  At  five  o'clock  they  got  the  tritoxidc ; 

fifty  grains  of  the  peroxide  alone  was  the  vomiting  gradually  ceased,  the  other 

sufficient  to  cause  the  death  of  one  of  symptoms  suosided,  and  the  next  day 

these  animals  in  six  hours.     When  they  tne  patients  were  all  convalescent    The 

experimented  on  dogs,  the  consequences  cake  bad  been  made  two  years  before, 

were  different:  in  most  of  the  cases  the  for  rat  poison;  and  it  was  calculated 

effects  were  as  apparent  as  in  those  of  that  eacn  had  taken  about  thirty  grains 

Miquel  and  Soubeiran,  and  it  would  be  of  the  oxide  of  arsenic.     These  cases 

a  mere  repetition  to  detail  them.     In  are  detailed  by  M.  Bineau,  a  physician, 

one,  six  drachms  of  the  tritoxide  were  and   M.  Majeste,    an    apothecary,    at 

given  half  an  hour  afler  fourteen  grains  Saumurf*. 

of  arsenic,  and  the  dog  got  well;  in  Two  other  cases  belong  to  Dr.  Bu- 

another,  afler  twelve  grains  of  arsenic,  zorini,  and  are  extracted  from  the  ilfe- 

five  drachms  of  the  tritoxide,  which  had  didnitches  Correspondenz-Blatt^  in  the 

been  prepared  fifteen  days  before,  did  Gazette  Midicale  de  Paris,  November 

not  prevent  the  animaVs  death  in  twelve 

hours.    Starch  mixed  with  the  tritoxide  •  joomai  de  mm.  et  chtmrg.  Pratia««>.  8*p». 

I  18Bt6. 

.  B  11  .  ^   .....        —      .— .  t  Journal  de«  Connaiuancet  Medico-Chlrur- 

•  Bullet.  d«  Th4rap.  Mar.  1885.  ficalea,  Nor.  1885. 
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1836.    The  poison  was  given  in  coflfee,  five  or  six  times  its  weight  of  water; 

about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  May  uhen  it  boils,  nitric  acid  is  gradually 

26th.     Dr.  Buzorini  did  not  see  the  pa-  added  till  the  red  fumes  cease  to  appear. 

tients  till  six  the  following  morning;  The  liquor  is  then  diluted,  and  the  oxide 

one  bad  suffered  severely  from  ineffec-  precipitated  by  adding  ammonia  in  ex- 

tnal  efforts  to  vomit;  the  other  had  been  cess:  it  requires  washing  like  the  other 

very  sick.    These  and  the  other  svmp-  precipitates.     It  may  be  well  to  observe, 

toins  gradually  gave  way,  and  both  pa-  that  the  precipitation  takes  place  sooner 

tientsrecovered  bytheendof  themonth.  in  a  large  quantity  of  liquia  than  in  a 

The  quantity  of  arsenic  taken  was,  in  small  one. — I  am,  sir, 
one  instance,  not  ascertained,  but  eigh-  Your  obedient  servant, 

teen  or  twenty  grains  were  found  at  the  John  Robson, 

bottom  of  the  cup  ;  and,  in  the  other,  it  Houie-Surgeon  to  Uie  Waninfton 

is  stated  at  thirty.6re  grains;  but  no       ^   ^    ,      r>  *  ,,  .«»*    ^**'*~*^- 

.   ^  '         e  "^ai-*  ..•  Warrington,  Oct.  II,  188«, 

data  are  given  for  this  assertion. 

Such  are  all  the  facts  which  I  have 


been  able  to  ascertoin  respecting  this  ON   THE   NATURE    AND    TREAT- 
important  discovery.     It  remains  for  me        ME  NT  OF  ACUTE  NEURALGIA, 
to  describe  the  plan  of  administering  qj^  T^C  DOULOUREUX 

the  tntoxide  in  our  case.    The  man,  as 

has  been  stated,  had  six  drachms  of  the  

common  carbonate  as  soon  as  the  sto-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

mach-pnmp    was   removed,    and    four 

drachms  in  half  an  hour  more ;  this  was  ^^^> 

done  for  the  purpose  of  getting  time  to  If  you  think  the  inclosed  cases,  with 

prepare  the  new  oxide,  after  the  formula  the  accompanying  remarks,  of  sufficient 

used  by  M.  Majeste,  in  one  of  the  cases  interest  to  warrant  publication,  you  will 

already  mentioned.  oblige  mc  by  transferring  them  to  your 

Half  an  ounce  of  iron  filings  was  pages. 
pot  into  an  earthenware  pipkin,  and  Tiiey  relate  to  a  disease  interesting 
two  ounces  each  of  the  muriatic  and  rather  fmm  its  intensity,  than  either 
nitric  acids  poured  upon  them.  This  from  its  frequency  or  its  danger,  in  the 
was  put  near  the  fire  till  the  iron  treatment  of  which,  the  medicine  em- 
was  dissolved ;  half  a  pint  of  dis-  pluyed  exhibited  its  remedial  influence 
tilled  water  was  added,  and  in  a  in  so  unequivocal  a  manner,  that  I 
few  minutes  the  pipkin  was  removed  make  no  apology  for  intruding  them  on. 
from  the  fire,  and  an  ounce  and  a  half  the  attention  of  your  readers. 
of  liquid  ammonia  poured  into  it.  A  In  the  majority  of  cases  of  acute  neu- 
fiesh  addition  of  water  was  made,  the  ralgia,  or  tic  douloureux,  the  pain  has. 
whole  stirred  up,  and  allowed  to  settle  been  referred  to  that  part  of  the  face  in* 
lor  ten  or  fiAeen  minutes.  ■  The  upper  volving  the  distribution  of  the  2d  divi- 
portion  was  poured  off,  and  more  water  sion  of  the  5th  pair.  Emerging  as  it 
added,  which,  when  the  precipitate  had  were  from  the  infra  orbit,  roram.,  the 
pretty  much  fallen,  was  ajii^ain  decanted,  pain  darts  with  electric  rapidity  towards 
The  whole  of  this  remainder  was  put  its  terminal  ramifications,  involving 
into  a  bottle,  and  when  we  saw  the  man  man^,  but  limited  in  its  greatest  intensity 
at  half-past  ^ve^  it  was  decanted  into  a  to  a  few  of  its  branches.  When  it  has 
basin  to  within  three  or  four  ounces,  existed  with  severity  during  a  long  pe- 
which  formed  the  dose ;  and  in  this  way  riod,  its  frequent  recurrence  appears  to 
he  took  half  a  tea-cupful  of  the  dregs  involve  the  ramifications  of  tne  nerve 
of  the  liquid  every  half  hour.  During  which  extend  in  the  direction  of  the 
Thursday  he  had  it  every  hour.  M.  mastoid  process.  This  may  possibly 
Maieste  made  use  of  twice  the  quantity  have  led  to  the  belief  that  the  portu> 
of  iron,  &c.,  and  states  that  from  it  he  dura  itself  mieht  be  the  actual  and  pri- 
obtained  twelve  ounces  of  the  hydrated  macy  seat  of  the  disease — an  occurrence  ^ 
tntoxide.  M.  Lassaigne  prepared  bis  which,  if  L  may,  without  prejudice,  de- 
tritozide  in  the  same  way,  but  without  tennine  from  m^  own  reasoning,  and 
tbe  muriatic  acid.  MM.  Miquel  and  comparatively  limited  experience,  ap. 
Sonbeiran  make  it  with  die  sulphate  of  pears  to  me,  to  say  the  least,  highly  im- 
iron,  a  quantity  of  which  is  put  into  a  probable.  My  own  experience  has 
capsule  of  platinum,  or  porcelain,  with  never  furnished  me  with  a  case  in  which 
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the  pain  of  acute  neuralgia,  arising  in  which  remedies  have    I  ever  ohtained 

the  neighbourhood  of  the  stjlo. mastoid  the  smallest  remission  of  pain.     In  one 

foramen,  extended  itself  along  the  track  severe  case  thirtj-six  ounces  of  blood 

of  the  portio  dura  with  the  rapidity  or  were  taken  at  one  time,  by  cupping 

the  intensity  with  which  it  attacks  the  over  the   track   of   the  nerve.      This 

5th  pair.      Doubtless,  a  certain  amount  was  succeeded  by  a  succession  of  blis- 

of  pain  attends  that  frequent  morbid  ters,  liniments,  and  embrocations,  with- 

condition  of  the  portio  dura  which  is  out  affording  relief.     Had  the  benefit 

the  precursor  and  attendant  on  paralysis  been  partial  or  temporary,  a  sceptical 

of  toe  face  :  at  least  1  have  seen  no  ex-  pathologist  mif^ht  have  found  material 

ample  of  the  latter  affection  in  which  for  an  opinion  lavourable  to  inflamma. 

pain  in  that  region  has  not  been  both  tion ;  bnt  the  pain  was  literally  unmiti- 

a  precursor  and  an  attendant  symptom,  gated :  and  I  speak  with  confidence  on 

But  in  the  latter  description  of  case  this  head,  for  I  was  myself  the  subject 

may  not  the  nerve  be  secondarily  affect-  of  it. 

ed,  and  is  not  the  temporary  suspension        Is  there  any  difference,  except  in  in- 

of  its  function  referrible  to  the  pressure  tensity,    between  the    diseases  known 

of   the    surrounding    parts,    inasmuch  under  the  terms  tic  douloureux,  nearal- 

as  it  invariably  yields  under  the  influ-  gfia,  and  sciatica  f    They  all  affect  sen- 

ence    of  local  depletives  and  counter-  aitive  nerf  es,  the  motor  functions  in  the 

irritants  ?    If  acute  neuralgia  consist  in  case  of  sciatica  remaining  nnaffectcd ; 

an  inflammatory  condition  of  an  affected  nor  is  this  more  remarkable  than  that 

nerve,  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  the  sensitive  branches  of  the  face  can 

ordinary  signs  of  inflammation  should  be  paralysed,  without  the  smallest  in- 

be  absent  ?    Is  it  reasonable  to  attribute  fluenoe  being  conveyed  to  the  motor 

to  the  effects  of  inflammation,  or  to  in-  nerves  of  the  same  part.     Neuralgia, 

flammation  itself,  a  condition  of  nerve  either  acute  or  chronic,  is  consideredau 

which  admits  of  almost  instantaneous  excess  of  the  natural  function  of  the 

mitigation  from  the  use    of  remedies,  nerve,  a  "  morbid  sensibility ;"  and  are 

highly  aggravative  of  inflammation  in  not  twitchings,  chorea,  or  convulsions, 

other  parts  r  a  **  morbid  activity"  of  the  spinal  motor 

Do  we  possess  an^  experience  with  nerves  in  which  sensibility  is  unaffected? 

which  we  can  determine  tne  amount  of  Yet  we  do  not  treat  these  aa  inflamma- 

pain  arising  from  actufl  inflammation  of  tion  of  the  nerves  themselves,  altliouf|[b 

the  portio  aura,  or  even  whether  pain,  they  may  possess  a  remote  origin  la 

unusual  in  kind  or  degree,  would  be  an  altered  structure.  What  are  the  most  efli- 

attendant  symptom  at  all  ?    The  opera-  cient  remedies  in  neural^a?    Certainly 

tion  for  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  nerve  not  those  which  expenence  teac^ies  ua 

affected  with  acute  neuralgia  has  de-  aa  most  influential  in  the  treatment  of  in- 

tected  no  morbid,  or  at  least  no  inflam-  flammation-— ammonia,  guaiacum,  iron, 

matory  condition  of  the  nerve.  colchicnm,  bark.     A  form  of  neuralgic 

Again,  it  is  notorious  that  a  paroxysm  pain  which  frequently  attacks  pregnant 
of  neuralgic  pain  is  frequently  induced  women,  and  occasionally  referred  to  the 
by  the  most  gentle  application  of  the  presence  of  a  carious  tooth,  I  have  re- 
hand,  by  a  current  of  cold  air,  or  the  peatedly  aeen  relieved  in  the  course  of 
slightest  effort  of  the  affected  part ;  yet  a  few  hours  by  half-drachm  doees  of  the 
it  will  not  only  bear  forcible  pressure,  muriate  of  ammonia,  taken  in  solution, 
but  is  actually  relieved  by  it.  If  the  I  cannot  comprehend  the  nature  of  such 
pain  be  referrible  to  the  distension  of  the  influence  on  any  theory  of  an  inflam- 
neurilema,  and  their  pressure  on  the  matory  condition.  Again:  the  treat- 
nerve  by  the  dilated  vtoscls,  of  course  ment  by  depletion  and  counter-irritants, 
the  external  pressure  predominating,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  is  invariably  uu- 
ought  to  increase  the  pain.              ^  successful ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  the 

In  severe  cases  of  neuralgic  pain  of  digestive  system  exerts  any  beyond  the 

the  sciatic  nerve,  die  same  fact,  I  be-  most  remote  influence  over  the  disease, 

lieve,  i^enerally  holds— -pressure  on  the  To  the  above  may  be  added,  as  unfa- 

nerve  for  the  most  part  mitigating  ra-  Vourable  to  the  inflammatory  condition, 

ther  than  ag^vating  the  pain.    I  have  the  fact  of  the  periodical  nature  of  the 

myself  submitted  cases  of  sciatica  to  the  attacks  in  some  individuals,  with  their 

severest  treatment,  by  cupping,  blister-  pertinacious  adherence  to  a  few  of  the 

iug,  and  embrocating,   from  none  of  branches  of  the  affected  nerve ;  and  this 
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is  the  more  remarkable  when  we  eonsi-  medicine    he    had  ever  taken."     The 

der  the  propensity   which  the   various  second  dose  produced  a  trifling  diminu- 

fonns  of  inflammation  possess  to  extend  tion,  while  tne  third  was  inoperative. 

along^the  textures  primarily  affected  by  About  the  month  of  Aujrust  in  that 

them.     Surely  there  is  no  resemblance  year  he   was  recommended  to  try  the 

between  the  influence  possessed  by  the  effectoftheaconitine,five  grains  of  which, 

remedies  employed  in  acute  neuralgia  obtained  at  Morson*s,  in  Southampton- 

and   that  exercised  -by  bark,  steel,  and  Row,  were  rubbed  down  into  an  oint- 

otfaer  tonics,  in  cases  of  chronic  inflam-  ment  with  five  drachms  of  cerate.    The 

mation  of  the  asthenic  form,  which,  as  first  application  subdued  the  pain  in  a 

it  were,  overwhelm  the  disease  by  the  partial  degree.     It  was  applied  in  a 

force  and  vigour  they  gire  to  the  circula-  small   quantity  by  the  forenuger  over 

tion ;  for  here  the  effect,   thoug'h  most  the  track  of  the  painful  nerve,  and  was 

imperfectly  understood,  is  direct  and  al-  grently  rubbed,  or  rather  smeared,  over 

most  immediate.  the  surface,  for  half  a  minute  or  longer. 

My  friend  and  neighbour,  Mr.  Spry,  These  applications  were  made  according" 

a  well-known  member  of  our  profession,  to  the  des^ree  of  paiu-^either  once  or 

has  suffered  from  repeated  attacks  of  twice  in  ue  day.    They  were  applied 

acute  nenralg'ia  since  the  year  1827,  during  six  days  only,  when  the  pain 

which  occupied  the  region  of  the  lower  ceased  entirely :    nor  has  he  suflered 

jaw  on  the  ri^ht  side.    The  pain,  which  from  relapse  to  the  present  hour  —  a 

was  occasionally  intense,  oricrinated  from  period  of  fourteen  months.  He  describes 

the  mental  foramen  of  that  siTO,and  thence  the  medicine    as  very  powerful,  pn)- 

exteuded  in    various  directions    along^  ducing*  a  sense  of  nnmoness  over  the 

the  track  of  the  mental  nerve.  When  the  jaw,  which  continaed  for  about  twelve 

attack  was  somewhat  more  than  usually  or  eighteen  hours,  and  during  which 

severe,  the  pain  shot  outwards  towards  the  functions  of  the  motor  nerve  were 

the  mastoid  process,  but  never  ori^nated  perfectly    unaffected  —  so     that     the 

in  that  region.    It  was  at  any  time  ex-  effects  were  rapid  and  conclusive.    He 

cited  by  gentle  friction  of  the  hand,  or  can  now  face  any  wind  or  temperature 

by  a  current  of  cold  air.  Previous  to  the  with  impunity.     He  informed  me  that 

year  1836,  he  had  employed  most  ac-  in  consequence  of  the  manifest  advan- 

tively  the  remedies  usually  resorted  to  tages  which  he  had  derived  from  the 

bj  professional  men,  with  occasional,  aconitine,  he  recommended  its  use  to  a 

biat  only  temporary,  mitigation.  During  lady  who,  like  himself,  had  been  a  very 

the  early  part  of  tne  year  1835,  he  con-  severe  sufferer  from  this  disease, — that 

suited  a  medical  gentleman  of  considera-  she  made  the  same  applications,  and 

ble  experience  in  the  treatment  of  simi-  with  the  same  result,  although  she  has, 

lar  affections,  who  recommended  him  I  am  informed,  suffered  a  slight  relapse, 

that    of  counter-irritation.     In  conse-  from  which  the  same  remedy  once  more 

quence,  he  commenced  the  application  of  relieved  her. 

leeches,  about  a  dozen  at  a  time,  which  Richard  Hodgfe,  aged  40,  a  fisher- 
were  repeated  at  intervals  of  two  or  man,  of  dark  swarthy  complexion,  and 
three  days.  In  this  manner  he  applied,  apparently  of  healthy  constitution,  was 
in  succession,  about  six  or  seven  dozen,  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
This  plan  was  prosecuted  hf  the  use  of  pital  on  September  10. 
blisters,  of  which  he  applied  many,  and  During  the  last  eight  years  he  has 
these  were  succeeded  oy  an  ointment  been  suffering  from  acute  neuralgia  of 
composed  of  deuto-ioduret  of  mercury,  the  rig^ht  side  of  the  face,  for  the  relief 
The  effect  of  these  remedies,  as  regards  of  which  three  molar  teeth  had  been  at 
the  face,  was  great  tenderness  and  exco-  various  times  extracted.  On  the  extrac- 
riation,  and  a  remitting  pain  was  con-  tion  of  the  first  tooth,  a  portion  of  alveo- 
yerted  into  an  unremitting  one;  as  re-  lar^  process  was  fractured,  by  which  the 
ffards  the  disease,  it  was  undiminished,  pain,  instead  of  being  relieved,  was 
I  saw  him  afler  this  plan  was  relin-  greatly  aggravated.  His  medical  ad- 
qaished,  in  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  and  at  viser  ordered  him  to  be  cupped,  embro- 
my  recommendation  he  took  two  scruple  cated,  and  blistered,  from  which  he 
doses  of  the  muriate  of  ammonia.  The  derived  no  benefit.  Among  a  lars^c 
firstdose  relieved  his  pain  in  a  very  const-  variety  of  other  medicines  which  he 
derable  degree ;  to  use  his  own  exprcs-  had  taken  Were  dark  powders  (probably 
siMr,  "  in  a  greater  degree  than-  any  car1>.  fern),  which  produced  but  littk 
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relief,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  treatment  hospital  in  gt>od  health  and  spirits,  saf. 
was  inefficiei.t.  A  surgeon  at  Scar-  fering  only  occasional  twitchinjj^,  which 
borouffh,  whither  I  presume  he  resorted  he  declares  **are  not  worth  mention- 
for  his  health,  extracted  two  sound  ing."  He  used  ten  grains  of  the  drug, 
teeth,  and  applied  leeches  and  electri- 
city during  four  months  without  benefit.  These  two  cases  are  not  introduced  to 
From  Scarborough  he  risited  Exeter,  your  notice  with  the  intent  to  claim  the 
where  a  repetition  of  the  same  treat-  merit  of  originality  of  treatment; — I 
ment  was  threatened,  but  not  carried  obtained  the  hint  from  others,  and  have 
into  execution.  During  the  whole  of  but  verified  their  recommendation.  The 
this  period  he  had  .had  no  longer  ccssa-  interest  of  the  cases  may  be  found  in 
tion  of  pain  than  three  or  four  days  in  the  fact  that  an  aero-narcotic  poison 
succession  ;  and  though  he  continued  to  will  cure  a  local  pain,  where  every  de- 
follow  his  occupation  of  a  fisherman,  he  scription  of  depletive  and  counter- 
was  frequently  driven  on  shore  by  the  irritant  has  failed.  What  reasonable 
severity  of  the  pain,  for  the  occasional  practitioner,  however  fond  of  trying 
relief  of  which  he  resorted  to  laudanum,  new   methods,   would   dream    of    rub- 

His    present  symptoms    are,  severe  bing  in  aconite  ointment  over  a  local 

darting    and    sometimes   fixed   aching  inflammation  ?  —  yet  why  not,  if  tic 

pain,  after  long  continuance,  on   the  douloureux  be  an  inflammatory  disease ; 

right  side  of  the  lower  iaw,  extending  for  it  will  undoubtedly  cure  that.   Itap- 

as  high  as  about  the  middle  of  the  face,  pears  to  me  just  as  reasonable  to  at- 

and  including  half  the  nose  ;    pain  un-  tempt,  the  cure  of  local  phlegmonous 

der  the  tongue;  flashing  of  light  before  inflammation  by  aconite  ointment,  as  to 

the  right  eye  when  the  paroxysms  are  hope    to  mitigate  acute  neuralgia  by 

intense,  causing  depraved  vision.     He  leeches  and  blisters.    Pain  may  be  a 

is  rarely  free  from  pain  for  more  than  concomitantof  inflammation,  but  singly 

two  or  three  days,  and  describes  a  con-  can  never  constitute  it.    When  an  at- 

stant  gnawing  sensation  over  the  affect-  tendant  sym|4om,  it  never  greatly  pre- 

ed  side  of  the  face ;  pain  exas^)erated  ponderates,  but  always  holds  a  certain 

by  movement  in  eating*,  drinking,  or  ratio  to  the  rest.    And  does  not  the  very 

speaking,  or  by  the  application  of  either  fact  of  excessive  pain  lead  the  practi- 

extrcme  of  temperature :   it  often  wakes  tioner  towards  the  opinion,  should  in- 

him  from  sleep.    Temperature  of  each  flammation  really   exist,   that  there  is 

side  of  the  face  the  same.  something  more — some  nervous  derange- 

His  constitution  is  apparently  healthy,  ment,  either  physical  or  vital,  giving  an 

and  he  has  not  been  addicted  to  drink,  eccentric  character  to  the  case  ? 

On  the  14th  I  ordered  him  the  oint-  Probably  sciatica  diffeni  but  in  tn- 

ment  employed  in  the  former  cases—  tensity   from   tic  douloureux :    there  is 

AcoiiiUn.gr.T.;C«rat,3.j.  the  same  in^fttlaritjr  of  pjin,  darting 

'^       '           '     '  along  a  sensitive  nerve,  and  excited  by 

Up  to  the  28th  the  ointment  had  been  the  same  causes.  It  will  in  some  in- 
used  most  sedulously,  without  pro-  stances  pursue  with  g^reat  exactness  the 
ducing  any  perceptible  eflTect  either  on  distribution  of  the  posterior  crural  nerve, 
the  skin  or  upon  tne  nerve.  dividing  above  the  ham,  and  following 

On  the  28th  some  aconitine,  obtained  the  two  branches  of  posterior  and  ante- 

from   Morson,  was  used  as  above,  the  nor  tibial  to  the  foot.    Neither  do  these 

application  of  which  was  followed  by  cases  yield  to  counter-irritants  or  deple- 

tbe  same  benefit  which  attended  its  use  tives,  although  sciatica  runs  its   ordi- 

in  the   former  cases.    When  asked  to  nary  career  more  rapidly  than  the  acute 

describe    the    efifect   produced   by  the  form  of  the  disease.    Its  cure  may  be 

ointment,    he    said,    *'  It  appeared    to  referred  to  means  which  really  possess 

search  out  the  pain.*'     He  could  not  no  influence  over  it.    Sciatica,  except 

bear  its  use  more  than  once  a  day,  as  in  old  persons  and  in  confirmed  cases, 

his  face  swelled  afler  its  application,  generally,  I  believe,  yields  to  the  in- 

He  likewise  said  it  produced  a  numb-  fluence  of  time  without  treatment,  or  at 

ness  of  his  face  for   some  time'afler.  leaiit  is  greatly  mitigated  by  it. 

He  applied  the  ointment  about  eight  During  the  last  autumn,  while  I  was 

days,  and  from  this  period  to  the  11th  on  duty  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 

of  October  he  has  had  no  recurrence  of  I  happened  to  have  three  cases  of  scia- 

actual  pain:    on  this  day  he  led  the  tica  m  the  hospital  at  one  time:  one 
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complicated  witb  other  dis-  quick  restoration  of  circulation  in  the 
ease;  in  the  other  two,  antipfalo^stic  present  case  is  not  so  obvious,  as  the 
tYeatment,  as  it  is  termed,  bad  been  disease  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  have 
freelj  bat  inefficiently  applied  b^  their  existed  lung*  enough,  or  to  have  at- 
res|9ective  medical  attendants, — in  one  tained  sufficient  size  so  far  to  inter- 
dunug  six  weeks,  and  in  the  other  dur-  rupt  the  course  of  the  blood  throuji^h 
in|^  three.  Both  recovered  vvith  com-  the  main  channel,  as  to  g^ive  rise  to 
parative  rapidity  under  the  use  of  col-  much  enlargement  of  the  collateral 
cbicam  ipven  in  large  doses,  with  vessels;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
gaaiaeam  and  opium.  event  proves  there  was  no  unusual  divi-. 
The  aconite,  if  a  very  expensive  me-  sion  or  the  femoral  artery,  as  occurred 
dicine,  is  at  least  a  very  powerful  one.  in  a  case  operated  on  by  Sir  Charles 
Tbe  drug  6rst  employed  in  the  case  of  Bell ;  and  in  one,  aprejiaration  of  which 
Richard  Hodge  was,  I  presume,  ob-  is  in  tbe  museum,  I  believe,  of  St.  Bar- 
tained  from  a  French  bouse  in  London,  tholomew^s  Hospital :  and  these  circum- 
b^  which  it  is  imported  from  M.  Pelle-  stances,  of  long-continued  pressure  from 
tier  in  Paris.  However,  it  was  per-  a  large  tumor,  and  unusual  distribution 
fectiy  useiess ;  while  that  which  was  of  vessels,  are  the  only  causes  commonly 
obtained  from  Morson  was  as  strikingly  assigned  as  accounting  for  a  rapid  re- 
efficient. — I  am,  sir,  storation  of  the  circulation,  as  indicated 
Your  obedient  servant,  by  pulsation  in  the  tumor,  and  continua- 
F.  C.  Srey.  tion  of  the  vessel  below  it. 

^^"oSi^'ifflS'*"'  ^^^^  *^®  ^**®  above  alluded  to  and 

*  the  one  I  have  now  forwarded,  show. 

also  the  marked  and  the  immediate  good 

effects  of  blood-letting  on  the  occasion 

r-AQF  OFPOPITTPAI  ANPTTRIQM  of  any  Considerable  increase  in  the  pul- 

CASE  OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM.  ^^^^^  ^f  ^„  aneurism  after  ligature  of 

mAPio  AMD  PSBPECT  CURB,  thc  artery  supplying  it. 

_,^___  At  the  conclusion  of  the  relation  of 

the  case  of  orbital   aneurism,  I  stated 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  that  I  should  report  any  further  change 

that  might  occur  in  the  subject  of  it 
Smf  while  under  my  charge.  When  he  left 
Some  apology  probably  may  be  thought  the  hospital  his  eye  had  quite  returned 
necessary  for  troubling  your  readers  into  the  orbit,  and  no  vestige  of  the 
witb  an  account  of  a  case  of  popliteal  tumor  remained,  but  with  the  paraly- 
aneorism;  but  I  send  the  followmg  as  sis  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  including 
an  instance  of  the  shortness  of  time  in  the  eye-lids,  unaltered ;  his  virion,  how- 
wbich  the  circulation  in  the  limb,  and  erer,  as  far  as  tbe  optic  nerve  was  con- 
through  an  aneurismal  tumor,  may  re-  cemed,  unimpaired, 
cur,  afler  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery.  In  alluding  to  this  case,  I  take 
in  a  subject,  moreorer,  whose  arterial  the  opportunity  of  recalling  attention 
system  generally  was  in  a  morbid  con-  to  two  cases  of  aneurismal  orbital 
(ntion,  and  yet  without  impeding  the  tumors  which  were,  I  imagine,  of  a 
perfect  cure  of  the  aneurism.  very  similar  nature  to  the  one  related 
Tbe  number  and  size  of  the  anasto-  by  me,  reported,  the  one  by  Mr.Travers, 
mosing  vessels  in  the  head  and  neck  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Medico- 
render  the  phenomenon  of  quickly.  Chirurgical  Transactions,  and  the  other 
restored  circulation  less  remarkable  m  by  Mr.  Dalrymple,  in  the  sixth  volume 
cases  where  the  carotid  has  been  tied,  of  the  same  publication.  These  two 
of  which  fact  numerous  instances  are  on  cases  are  given  as,  and  I  believe  gene- 
record  ;  as  one  of  which  I  may  cite  a  rally  considered  as,  instances  of  Mr. 
case  of  orbital  aneurism,  of  which  a  John  Bell's  aneurism  by  anastomosis. 
short  report  was  ^ven  by  me,  and  pub-  The  propriety,  however,  of  this  diaij^iio- 
lisbed  in  your  journal  for  February  sis  may  probably  admit  of  question; 
27tby  where  full  pulsation  returned  in  but  it  would  entail  too  long  a  disquisi- 
tbe  tumor  four  hours  after  the  opera-  tion  to  enter  on  the  question  here.  I 
tion,  but  yet  without  interruption  to  am  not  aware  of  other  cases  of  similar 
tbe  entire  removal  of  the  aneurismal  nature  being  on  record,  nor,  conse- 
diseaie.    Tbe  cause,  however,  of  tbe  quently,  of  any  post-mortem  examina. 
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tion  wbicb  mig^ht  throw  positive  light  painful  when  toacbed.      I   then  pro. 

on  the  subject.  ceeded  to  secure  the  femoral  artery  in 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  the  upper  third  of  the  thigh,  with  a  sin- 

Your  obedient  servant,  ele  nne  ligature.     The  vessel  was  of 

John  Busk.  larger  size  than  I  ever  observed  it  be- 

Seamen*.  Hcplul.  Drewlnougbt,  ^^"^  •  ^t«  P?»*P  «/  ^«  needle  caused 

Oct.  28,  issd.  SO  much  paiq^  that  I  examined  the  part 

with  greatcare  foranj  nerve  which  might 

P.  R.  Welshman,  aged  37,  admitted  be  in  danger  of  fcleing  included,  but 
July  22d,  1836 ;  short  and  muscular  in  could  observe  none.  €^  the  knot  being 
appearance,  but  pale.  He  has  a  large  tightened,  he  felt  very  acute  pain  ex- 
pulsating  tumor  in  the  left  ham,  which  tending  down  the  whole  limb,  and  which 
protrudes  also  slightly  on  the  inner  side  lasted  several  minotea.  The  wound 
of  the  thigh,  in  front  of  the  inner  ham-  was  united  with  numerous  fine  sutures. 
string;  painful  on  pressure,  not  dis-  The  pulsation  of  the  tumor  immediately 
coloured,  and  compressible.  A  loud  ceased,  but  its  size  was  not  immediately 
very  distinct  aneunsmal  whiz  is  heard  much  altered.  No  other  change  took 
on  applying  the  stethoscope ;  pulsation  place  in  the  limb,  and  assiduous  friction 
in  the  tumor  ceases  on  compressing  the  was  kept  up  for  several  hoars, 
artery  in  the  groin.  It  is  stated  toliave  25th. — Has  passed  a  tolerable  night, 
commenced  about  five  weeks  ago,  and  with  occasional  pain,  from  which  he  is 
no  cause  for  it  can  be  assigned,  nor  can  now  quite  free.  The  tumor,  which  is 
he  remember  any  sudden  snap  or  attack  greatly  diminished,  is  still  very  tender ; 
of  pain.  The  considerable  size  of  the  limb's  appearance  and  temperature  na- 
tumor  prevents  extension  of  the  limb,  tural;  pulse  96,  hard ;  tongue  white, 
lu  greatest  length  is  about  five  inches,  r  TInct.  Digitalis  nt v.;  Magnes.  Sulph. 
and  breadth  about  four.  He  sUtes  that  jj. .  efei?  6  houi  ^ 
be  has  long  been  sumect  to  dyspnoea  on 

exertion,  and  to  suddfeu  attacks  of  pain  ^^- — ^^  "***  ■®"*®  P**°  extending 

in  the  region  of  the  heart.     The  heart's  ^o^"   ^«  ^^«  during  the  night,  and 

impulse  is  powerful,  and  can   be   felt  complainsof  a  constant  numb,  yet  pain - 

over  an  extended  surface ;  and  with  the  ^"'  sensation,  in  the  upper  two-thirds  of 

stethoscope  a  strong  bellows  sound  can  **•«  *»*>'*•  The  wound  is  entirely  united, 

be  heard  accompanying  its  action  :  this  excepting  the  exit  of  the  ligature,  and 

sound  is  loudest  under  the  middle  of  the  '•without  least  inflammatory  blush.  Pulse 

sternum,  and  on  the  left  side,  between  ®*5  *Jti"  ^oo\, 

the  cartilages  of  the  third  and  fourth  Pergat,  and  an  opiate,  at  night, 

nbs.     The    course    of  the  abdominal  «- .       tt        i.   i        .      .       •■ 

aorta  can  readily  be  traced  by  the  eve  ,  ^^^'Zi^^^^. '™«  R?**?'  *>"f  **f*  "«* 

when  he  lies  on  his  back,  but  is  unac-  •^^P'     Pul»**«>«^  »  disUnct  m  the  to- 

companied  with  any  sound.    The  fe-  ™^''»    p  /"^^f^  "®"**  ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

moral  arteries  on  both  sides  can  also  be  ^^^    Pulse  90,  firm, 

seen  to  pulsate  to  their  passage  through  V.  S.  to  x.  oz..  Pergat. 

the  adciuctors,  and   they  seem  to   the  ^w»  l      «  •     i            i         i      . 

touch  to  be  of  larger  calibre  than  usual.  aStb.— Pain  lessened  ;  pulsation  not 

The  continuation  of  the  right  anterior  »*  *^*  increased  ;  pulse  86,  soft.      A  co 

tibial  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  can  also  P>^"^  deposit  of  litbic  acid  sand  in  his 

be  readily  seen,  but  is  not  so  distinct  on  wrine;  blood  bufied  and  cupped, 

the  left.    AH  the  arteries  which  can  be  29th.— Pulsation  in  the  tumor  not  in- 

felt  pulsate  powerfully,  and  appear  of  erea»ed,  but  he  has  considerable  pain 

large  size,  and  the  pulsation  in  most  of  ""^  tenderness  in  it ;  pulse  88,  much 

them   is  accompanied   with  a  peculiar  ^Aer  than  it  has  been.    The  force  of 

sort  of  thrill.  the  circulation  generally  appears  to  be 

In  the  evening  he  was  seized  with  <iimiuishcd. 

acute  pain   in  the  cardiac  region,  for  30th.— Tumor  not  so  tender;   pulse 

which  a  sinapism  was  applied.  ^  *^^»  tongue  clean.     He  does  not 

July  23d. — Free  from  pain.  sleep,  notwithstanding  a  strone  opiate, 

V.8.  to  XX.  ox.  f  »«*  *»**  sterUing  dreams.     In  the  even- 

-^  ,       »i     . .    «.  ,       .            ,  *°fir»  ^°^  pulaauon  of  the  tumor  having 

241^.— Blood  butted  and  cupped.    He  become  more  evident,  pounded  ice  in  a 

feels  lighter;  tumor  uualteredyand  very  bladder  was  applied  to  it,  and  12  oz.  of 
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blood  taken  horn  the  vrm ;  and  at  ni^ht  sates ;  it  is  free  from  pain,  but  prevents 

ketook  ajmnn  of  mariate  of  morphia,  full  extension  of  the  limb.    A  bandage 

3l8t. — Has  passed  a  good  night,  and  was  applied  from  the  toes  upwards,  H'ith 

is  Iree  from  pain.    Bmd   taken  last  a  compress  over  the  tumor,  out  the  pres- 

nigiit  baffed  and  cupped,  with  a  small  sure  could  not  be  long  borne. 

eoasvlam.     Pulsation  very  indistinct  22d.— -Has  no  complaint  but  of  slight 

in  Uie  tamor,  and  hardly  to  be  distin-  pains  in   the  knee;   tumor  much   the 

gniskedin  the  foot.    No  pain  or  tender-  same,  and  still  pulsating;  the  bandage 

nem  in  the  tumor.    His  urine  still  de-  and  compress  have  been  applied  wheu- 

ponts  a  eupioos  lithic  sand.  ever  they  could  be  borne. 

R  Magnet.  Sulph.  %l    Calcinat  3s8.  T.  23d.— Has  great  pain  about  the  heart, 

Digitsdis  ff^  vij.,  6tis  horis.  and  more  than  he  had  in  the  knee.   The 

.          ^i^Tkix*            jt    •         r  heart's  action  is  violent,  and  the  bellows 

Augmt  Irt—Polj^n  and  uze  of  ^„„j  ,„„j  ;„  ^^  gjtuation  of  the  left 

tumor  verf  macb  dimmuhed,  and  be  ventricle 

eomplains  of  reiy  acute  pain  in  the  ex-  „  a    1a  %  ■•      r<    r-        •     •      _i- 

tranltr  of  the  left  thumt,  which  ia  a  V.8.  ad  Jxij.     C.  C.  regioni  cordis. 

little  ^eUed.  Hirudmes  xij.  genu. 

HimdiiiM  xlj.    Poultice.  ^n  the  evening  the  pain  about  the 

_,      -_,           -.         ,j.^j  heart  was  much  relieved;  knee  much 

ad.— No  dear  pulsation  to  be  detected  ^^  ^^^     Bl^^j  ^^ff^^    ^^  slightly 

m  the  tumor ;  thumb  and  middle  finger  cupped 

Himdlnes  xxx.,  which  in  the  evening  «,^  .       J,          .     .      ,      , 

had  not  afforded  much  relief.  a4th.— The  pain  in  the  knee  conli- 

'  Adde  Yin.  Sem.  Colch.  Sss.  Sing,  haos-  nues,  but  he  has  nOne  about  the  heart. 

^^"*  R  Ext.  Colcbici  Acetat.  sr.  as. ;   Ext. 

4th.  —  Hand  easier ;   leg  free   from  Hyosciam.  gr.  iij. ;  Morphis  Muriatis, 

pain.                                           .  g'i-  Terdie. 

dtb.— Hand  well ;  no  pulsation  in  the  g^pt,  4th.  — The  tumor  veiy  small, 

tumor,  and  very  indistinct  in  the  foot;  1^,,^  -uite  free  from  pain  or  pulsation. 

urine  loaded  with  lithic  acid.  He  still  feels,  occasionally,  pain  in  the 

6th.  — Hat  rheumatic    pain   in  the  inner  side  of  the  knee  and  tibia,  where 

knee,  which  prevents  sleep.  there  is  also  some  degree  of  numbness. 

Peigat  A  small  fistulous  opening  still  remains 

7th.— Rather  more  pulsation  in  the  *** '^f. '^"""^-     a      i.        r                ^ 

tumor;  the  pamgeof  tKe  gravel  causes  Jl^rt^''  t'^t        ""[1^"*  '^^'''^ 

much  pain  i^  the  urethra.  ^  suddenly  through  the  small  opening  in 

,  «  the  wound,  since  the  discharge  of  which 

V.S.  ad  3xij.  jjjl  pj^j^  jjj^g  jgj^  ^j,„^  j^^j  jj^  ji,^ 

8th.— Blood  buffed  and  cupped ;  knee  19th — He  was  discharged  quite  well, 

less  painful ;  sand  very  copious.  having  perfect  power  of  flexion    and 

.....        .    «  *           «       !.««-«..;  extension.    The  femoral  artery  can  be 

^  n^ihX:::!!  J'S'J'"*  felt  nulsating  to  within  an  in/h  and  a 

Omitt.  ]Magnes.  Sulphas.  ^^,^^^  ^^  8^^  ^^  ^^,^^  ^^^  j.^^^^^^ 

9tb.— -Pulsation  can  be  felt  only  on  was  applied,  and  puhation  is  very  dis- 

tke  inner  side  of  the  tumor;  urine  with  tinct  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot.  Scarcely 

less  gravel,  and  smells  strongly.  any  remains  of  the   tumor  are  to  be 

11th. — Free  from  pain.    The  ligature  found,  more  than  a  little  fulness  in  the 

remaining  firm,  was  tied  round  a  piece  ham,  and  slight  induration  ;  no  pulsa- 

of  bougie,  in  order  to  keep  up  extension,  tion  whatever.     He  feels  well  in  all  re- 

and   on  the  next  morning  was  found  spects,  but  the  bellows  sound  still  ac- 

dctached.  companies  his  heart's  action. 

15tfa.— Has  occasionally  darting  pain 

about  the  wound,  where  there  is  some  I  had  prepared  to  send  this  account 

hardness;  it  has  been  lon^  healed,  ex-  for  insertion  in  your  journal  some  time 

cepting  at  the  exit  of  the  ligature.   The  ago;  but  as  the  man,  about  the  time  I 

popliteal  tumor  has  been  stationary  the  had  it  ready,  returned  to  the  hospital 

last  few  days,  and  still  obscurely  pul*  labooriug  under  an  attack  of  acute  rheu- 


188        MR.  ROBERTS  ON  THE  EFFECTS  AND  USES  OF  SMOKING. 

matism  in  the  arms,  and  also  affected  and  iodic)  on  bein^  dissoWed  in  water, 

with   severe  rheumaiic   pericarditis,    I  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  may  be 

delajcd  the  sending  of  the  history  of  done  in  a  sufficiently  reduced  tempera* 

the  case  until  he  should  have  recovered  ture.     In  the  moat  considerable  experi- 

from  the  attack,  which  at  one  time  ap-  ment  which  I  made  on  this  subject,  50 

peared  doubtful.     He  is  still  labouring  i^rains  of  iodine  absorbed   41*5  cubic 

under    considerable    affection     of    the  inches,  or  about  31  g^ins  of  chlorine. 

heart,  and  rheumatic  pains  in  the  hands  The  orange-coloured  product  thus  ob- 

and  arms;  his  leg  remains  well.  tained,  on     being   dissolved   in   water 

and  exposed  to  the  light  for  a  few  days, 

—"  deposited  nearly  8  grains  of  iodine,  and 

A  NEW  METHOD  OF  PREPARING  became  of  a  pale  yellow   colour;    in 

IODIC  ACID.  which   state  it  still  remains,  and  gives, 

with  nitrate  of  silver,  a  white  precipitate, 
soluble  in  ammonia. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^  the  iodatc  of  ammonia  is  not  de- 
scribed in  any  work  on  chemistry  with 

Sir,  which  I  am  acquainted,  I  think  it  right 

I  SEND  for  insertion  in  your  valuable  ^  state  here  that  it  ia  a  highly  crystal, 

periodical  a  new  method  of  obtaining  l>ne  granular  powder,  and  possesses  but 

iodic   acid;    it  will    be    found    to   be  little  solubility. 

cheaper  and  safer  than  the  mode  used  The  iodic  acid  is  open  to  so  many  obiec- 

by  Sir  Humphry   Davy,  and   afford  a  tions  as  a  test  for  the  presence  of  morphia, 

purer  acid  than  the  plan  proposed  by  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on 

Gay  Lussac.     J  say  purer,  since,  from  *t,  since  it  affords  a  precipitate  not  in 

some  late  experiments,  which  I  intend  ^J  way  to  be  distinguished  from  that 

to  repeat,  I  am  led  to  conclude  with  Sir  V  morphia    witb   the  following  sub- 

H.  Davy,  that  the  acid  of  Gay  Lussac  »tances  — viz.  sulphocyanic  acid  ;    the 

is  sulpho-iodic  acid.  sulphocyanates    of  potash    and  soda; 

saliva,  doubtless  from  the  presence  of 

Put  one  atom,  or  124  grains,  of  iodiiie  the   abore;    urine,    perhaps  from  the 
into  a  bottle  containing  24  ounces  of  same    cause ;    albumen  ;     arsenite    of 
water,  and    pass    chlorine,    previously  potash ;  tartarized  antimony ;  and  the 
washed,  through  the  mixture,  until  this  proto-salta  of  iron,  tin,  and  manganese, 
having  undergone  various  changes  of  The  importance  of  these  fact8,.Jn  a  me- 
colour,  from  orange-red  to  yellow,  shall  dico-legal  point  of  view,  is  considerable, 
have  become  as  colourless  and  transpa-  The  solution   of  muriatic  and   iodic 
rent  as  water.    The  solution  is  then  to  acids    will    answer    equally   well    as 
be  carefully  heated  to  212^  Fahr.  to  ex-  iodic  acid  alone,  for  the  purpose  of  test- 
pel   the  excess    of  chlorine,    and   five  ing  morphia. — I  am,  sir, 
atoms,  or  690  grains,  of  pure  oxide  of  Your  obedient  servant, 
silver  being  added,  the  mixture  is  to  be  Lewis  Thompson, 
boiled  for  ten  minutes,  filtered,  and  cau-  Member  of  tbe  Boyal  CoUcfc  of 
tiously  evaporated  to  dryness.    The  pro-  Roc-Bock  Place      *"'*•*■* 
duct   is    pure    iodic   acid,  and  must  be  GreAt  Dover  Road,  Not.*  2,  1886. 
kept  in  a  well-stoppered  phial. _^^ 

Since  the  liquid  obtained  in  the  first    „ ^^  .„,.,,^„«        ~- 

part  of  the  pr^eding  process  not  only  EFFECTS  AND  USES  of  SMOKINO. 

possesses  the  taste  and  smell  of  muriatic  "^"^ 

acid,  but   will  also  afford  that  acid  by  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

distillation,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  con-  ^ 

elude  that  the  liquid  itself  is  a  mixture  t            ?.  i  .i     r  «      •        i^ 

of  muriatic  and   iodic  acids  with  water,  ^^  jouthxvk  tbe  foUowing  obsenratioas 

and  consequently  that  the  chloriodic  acid  "P«°  the  effects  of  smokmg  worth  pub- 

of  Sir  Humphry  Davy  is  merely  chlo-  ^'?*^'«"». ""«':  w»ertion  m  your  journal 

ride  of  iodine,  with  a  variable  quantity  ^*"  oblige,  sir, 

of  iodine  in  excess.     I  have  not,  how-  ^our  obedient  servant, 

ever,  been  able  to  combine  chlorine  and  *  reoeric  Koberts, 

iodine  directlv  in  the  proportions  neces-  orit.y.Beren.  Cmarronriiire.   "'"•''•*' 

sary  to  produce  these  acids  (munatic  October  as,  18M. 
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Tbe  jproperliei  of  tbe  tobacco  plant  of  an  irritable  stomacb.     However  ob- 

ate  wed  known  to  be  those  of  actingc  noxious  and  worlbless  this  plant  maj 

vpon  the  heart,  producinjBf  an  irreeu-  be  consiclered,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 

hritjruiita  action,  which  is  at  first  m-  Creator  intended    it,  like  every  thing* 

ereaacd,  and  afterwards  becomes  dimt-  else,  for  some  purpose,  and  has  in  like 

Bnbed,oralto^ther  suspended,  whereby  manner  placed  it  where  it   would   be 

tbe  eirculation  is  stopped,  and  syncope  most  required. 

prodoced.  Nausea,  vomiting,  vertigo,  Upontheprinciples,  then,  on  which  we 
tremors,  dilated  pupil,  cold  perspira-  have  shewn  this  plant  to  operate,  it  must 
tioDS,  a  Terr  feeble  pulse,  with  great  be  considered  as  a  natural  provision  for 
anxiety  ana  dejection,  are  the  symp-  man  against  the  evils  which  the  nature 
toBS  of  an  over-dose  of  the  tn/iwion,  of  his  climate  subiects  him  to:  where- 
whieh  Sir  B.  Brodie  has  proved  to  dif-  upon  we  find  tooacco  growing  in  a 
^in  its  action  from  the  distiiied  oii,  country  where  man,  from  excessive  heat, 
by  reason  of  the  latter  containing  no  becomes  exhausted  by  profuse  perspira- 
nieeim  ;  and^  *'  whether  applied  to  the  tion,  from  which  this  leaf  so  aereeably 
X/nkgae  or  injected  into  tne  intestines,  relieves  him.  The  evil  of  a  slight  de- 
does  not  stop  the  action  of  the  heart  and  tormination  to  the  centre,  which  might 
iodoce  syncope,  like  the  infusiAn  of  occur,  would  be  couuterbalanced  by  the 
tobacco,  but  inat  it  occasions  death  by  good  effects  of  checking  the  profuse 
destroying  the  functions  of  the  brain,  sweating,  and  tbe  action  on  the  towels. 
withoQt  directly  acting  on  the  circula-  The  custom  of  smoking  by  Europeans 
tion.  In  other  words,  its  effects  are  in  hot  climates  must,  in  this  manner,  be 
similar  to  those  of  alcohol,  the  juice  frequentlj^  beneficial ;  as  in  moderating 
of  aconite,  and  the  essential  oil  of  the  perspiration,  the  excessive  secretion 
ahnonds."  Upon  these  principles,  it  is  of  bile,  from  the  sympathy  which  exists 
exhibited  as  an  antispasmodic  and  diu-  between  the  liver  and  skin*,  is  ob- 
retie  in  dropsy  and  dysuria.  Its  good  viated,  thus  preventing  fevers  (especially 
eflects  in  astoma, colic,  ileus,  and  stran-  bilious)  and  other  diseases  in  which  the 
falated  hernia,  prove  its  antispasmodic  liver  is  implicated.  It  must  also  dimi- 
prsperCies  in  an  eminent  degree.  It  has  nish  the  liability  to  those  cutaneous  dis- 
a  powerfully  sedative  influence  upon  eases  which  occur  in  hot  climates,  from 
the  nerroos  sjrstem,  as  is  familiarly  ex-  excessive  action  in  the  vessels  of  the 
emplified  by  its  relieving  appetite  when  skin. 

chewed.     Upon    the    same    principles  Its  ill  effects,  especially  in  a  cold 

alio,    I  shall  endeavour   to  show    the  moist  country  like   our  own,  are  evi- 

effects  of  imoking^  which  greaUy  vary  deutly  frequent  and  numerous  ;  it  checks 

in  different  constitutions.  tbe  perspiration,  produces  nervousness, 

Smoking,  when  moderately  indulged  a  flabby  constitution,  congestion  in  the 

in,  relieves  tension  and  constrictions, by  larger    viscera,  and   its  consequences; 

gently  relaxing  muscular  fibre ;  and  by  predisposes  to  cutaneous  diseases,  which 

iu  action  on  tbe  heart  it  moderates  the  arise  from  want  of  action  in  the  skin ; 

circulation,  and  determines  to  the  cen-  and  aggravates  those  already  existing, 

tre,  thereby  rendering  the  circulation  in  besides  others,  in  which  the  functions  of 

the  capillaries  less  active ;  which,  I  sup-  the  skin  are  imperfect,  particularly  chro- 

pose,  was  tbe  reason  that  led  to  its  em-  nic  inflammatory  dyspepsia,   which  is 

ployment  lately  on   the  continent    in  accompanied  by  a  dry  skin.     It  impairs 

icarlatiDa.      A  yerj  frequent  effect  of  digestion,    by    expending'  the    saliva, 

fsioking  is  to  excite  the  action  of  the  the   increased  secretion  of  which,  dis- 

iatestines;  indeed, '*  suppositories  of  the  charged    by    spitting,  diminishes    the 

leaf  are  used  in  India,  to  provoke  the  coticular  exhalation  —  a  circumstance 

action  of  the  bowels  in  children."    Its  which  may  fg^vt  rise  to  a  fcetor  of  the 

operaticm  in  this  manner  is  effected  by  breath,  by  morbidly  increasing  the  ex- 

mtrtanng  the  tecretion  of  the  mucout  halation  by  the  lungs. 
metmhrmne  of  the  iniettinet,  as  the  exha^ 


by   the  tktn  U  dtmintshed.     The  •  in  imraoderate  exhalation  by  the  tkiii.  the 

constriction  of  the  skin,  from  disorder  of  aecretlon  from  the  liver  differ*  from  that  of  other 

its  fimction    is  succeeded  bv  a  relaxa-  "^■"■«  ^T  *»«»"«  inereised,  and  not  diminUked. 

ns  nnicuoD,  is  succeeuea   opr  a  reiaxa-  — JoaHSow  on  Tropical  Disbasbs. 

turn,  if  the  smoking  is  continued  or  in- 

dolged  in,  by  one  of  a  relaxed  habit,  or  
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HOMCEOPATHIC  IMBECILITY.  relating  to  medical  jurispnideiMe,  and  I 

DISEASES  or  THE  MSTEOPOLis.  *°*  **"*»  therefore,  vott  will  not  deny 

_  me  the  opportunity  of  obtaining,  tfaruugii 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^he  mediam  of  jour  ezcellei^  journal, 

§jg  an  answer  to  the  following  question :— 

The  almost  totef  absence  of  inflamma.      -  J»  '*"«»^  f?,  ^  amrtenf  itiU  a  part 

tory  disease  from  the  metropolis,  during  of  the  law  of  thw  country  ? 

the   last  five  or  six  year8,'^has  enabled  .    ^^.''J^f^!'^^^  ^""I^^ly  ^'''^''^}^ 

the  converts  to  homceopathy  to  revel  in  "  •^  ?**  i**®  ^^'^  ^^  ,  ''""**,?^.i^ 

its    mvsteries  with   perfect    impunity.  Jf^'^^f  b«  been  recenUy  a«nii//erf  V' 

Had  these  individuals  been  men  of  no  V  »•  POwWe  that  the  reviewer  may  be 

sunding  in  the  profession,  they  might  "«?*.'    but  it  would  have  been  more 

have  b^n  allow^  to  use  thefr  atoms  ••tisfactoy  had  hcvmstead  of  content- 

without  interference ;  but  when  we  find  !?fi^  himself  with  a  bare  wertion,  given 

gentlemen,  of  professional  attainments,  ?*  *"'^'''!5  I^. T'*'f "*  ""^^  rested  it. 

?nd   of  literaiy  acquirements  too*   ad-  J*"?  1"^"!^  ^  ^'""^  ^^  »  ^"'"fiT.  ^r 

vocating  this  empirfcal  study,  it  is  high  ^%  ^'il^TAr"'"'^-'         i.       ur  u  a 

time   the  public  should   hi    informid,  .    ^  Mr.  CbiUy,  in  hw  work,  published 

through   their   professional    friends,  of  *°  ^^»  *P^"*  «*^  **  "  ^"^^  *"  "»*" 

the  false  security  of  such  treatment,  and  ^^Sft  .•      •         j      i. 

to  pause    before    they    confide   in  the  .  2.  No  mention  is  made  of  any  altera- 

forty-eighth  part  of  a  Igrain  of  blue  pill,  ^^"  \l^^  ^"^  >°  ^^  '^^"^  ^^  ^^ 

or  the  twelfth  part  of  a  grain  of  camomile  *"!  *  u     •  .  -i_      .  > 

flowers,  removing  an  attack  of  inflam-  .^S.    nf''*"^.  ^^*  ^fv        -  ^^^  ^?^ 

mation.    To  show  how  completely  free  l»36,^e  act  annulling  it,  if  it    be 

the  metropolis  has  been  from  all  acdve  *"»""««»  "  **"«  reviewer  states,  may 

disease  during   the  last  year,  1  would  ">«  »«<>««:  them. 

mention,  that  in   the  two  large  public       ,?"®  ^^J'®"''  correspondente,  m  a  letter 

establishments  (not  hospitals)  of  which  •^dressed  to  you  in  August,  18331 ,  re- 

I   have  the  care,  Uiere  have  been  ad-  ""**'"»  T*      ""«  law  with  regard  to 

mittcil  14,000  persons.    I  have  only  had  ten«ncy  by  courtesy  has    been    com. 

occasion  to  use  the  lancet  three  times :  P^l^v  changed,  in  consequence  of  the 

twice  in  cases  of  phrenitis  from  exces-  °"'  ^f^^  ^'  ""*  ^"^  Conjmissionefs 

sive  drinking,  and  once  in  a   case  of  ?"  «•*  P^perty;   so  that  it  wdl  no 

fractured  skull ;  the  deaths  in  the  14,000  ^^.t^l^^^f^^Y  ^  pro^«  ^^at  a 

amounting,  in  the  year,  to  twenty-six ;  ^'^  .f'/'Tr  r  fu*  T*^ ''''  '"^  i^ 

which,    taking   into    consideration  the  f*^^  ^\*  ^^^  father  should  enjoy  the 

dissolute  and  abandoned  characters  of  ^"*"7  /^m?"??*?'^    ^u  •^^  »P^*^ 

the  majority,  is  unusually  small.  ®*^  i^«^  \  u    fif^v      o^,.^"^^'  *"^? 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  insider  it  your  1^.'^^^*  by  the  then  Solicitor  Qeneral 

duty  to  assist  in  dispelling  the  delt^ion  ^^/'i*  ^J^P^!  ?  ^°  the  subject  i   but 

under  which  the  pubfic  are  suffering,  and  ^T^®'    -      ^-a  ''^"^  ^T^^iJ  *°  "*' 

that  the  profession  will  not  cease  to  heap  ^^^  r,^^  "  "*'  evidence  of  their  having 

ridicule  upon  the  homceopathist,  tifl  he  ^^'T^JTJS!i''^^^^\^l^^^^ 

exclaims  fn  despair,  •«  Nin  tali  auxilio  ^*  "•  Jr^'  ^^^^^  likel v,tliat,  had  such 

~mi,er.f  iuccurret^e  diico.-^l  am,  sir,  ^  ji^T*^^?  .,^?  H*»  ^F'  ^^'^7 

Your  obedient  servant,  would  have  failed  to  notice  it  in  a  work 

Henry  Wakefield.  P"»>l»hed  Uie  year  following  your  cor- 

L.n,downe  PUce.  Not.  2,  ISM.  respondent's    communicatioii.      So   far 


from  this^  Mr.  Chitty  refers  to  the  old 
~  law  as  still  in  existence ;   and  the  sta- 

TENANCY  BY  THE  COURTESY.      tates  of  1834  and  1836  contein,  as  far 

as  I  can  perceive,  no  enactments  to  the 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.    ^SJf*'^'       ... 

The  question  u  of  material  import- 

T            •  ..L     1                          ,    .     .        *"^®«  *^  regard  to  the  survivorship  of 
1  HAVE  with  pleasure  witnessed  the  m-  ■  — — 

terest  which  you  take  in  every  subject       *  Britisb  and  Foreign  Modicsi  B«Titw.  Oct. 

■    -  iSMi  p.  408. 

*  Our  correspondent  menna  to  be  comullmen-         t  Chltty'e  Medical  JnritpradtBe«k  p.  4M. 
Ury.— Eo.  Gas.  t  IXboicai.  GASf  ttb,  vol.  &II.  p.  <77. 
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children,  either  durina  or  immediatelj  that  the  complexity  of  the  nerves  of  the 

f0Ho¥nng  birth.     Perhaps  either  jour-  orbit  was  connected   with   the   varied 

self  or  some  of  jour  numerous  corre-  motions  of  the  two  ejes  which  I  have 

rndents  will  be  able  to  remove  the  pointed  out"? — I  am,  sir, 

ibt  which  seems  to  me  to  hanjf  over  Yours  respectfully, 

the  subject.— I  am«  sir,  *        R.  T.  Hunt. 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^^^^J^f^h.^ 

'«£  J  October  23,  1836. 

Lmdon,  Oct.  24,  1836.  


[We  can  give  our  correspondent  a  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESof BOOKS, 
categorical  answer :  there  has  been  no 
alteration  of  the  law  of  tenancy  by  the 

eonrtesy.    Neither  the  statute  3  and  4  '* '''^"**?ie"  •b^^Jli-r?Al*.«^^ 

Will.  IV.  c.  106,  afiecting  inheritances, 

nor  the  preceding  chapter,  105,  amend-  '~~~" 

ing  the  law  of  dower,  disturb  in  any  Iconti  Plantarum;   or  Figuret^  with 

way  the  courtesy  as  previously  esta.  hritf    descriptive     Characters     and 

blished ;  and   the  bill  which  was  pre-  Remarhs,  of  New  or  Rare  Plants, 

pared   in  1833,   to   amend   the  law  of  selected  from  the  Author's  Herbarium. 

tenancy  by  the  courtesy,   was    never  By  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker.   8vo.  Part  I. 

carried.— Ed.  Gaz.]  London,  1836. 

Few  persons,  during  the  last  quarter'of 

a  century,  have  laboured   more  assidu- 

MUSCLES  OF  THE  EYEBALL  ously,  with  pen  and  pencil,  in  the  cause 

AND  THBia  NEEVBs.  ^f  botauy,  than  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker;  none 

more  successfully.     The  state,  by  be- 

"■""  stowing    its    honours    upon  him,    has 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^ome    testimony    to    the    extent    and 

value   of  his    exertions,  and    the    es- 

Sia»  teem  in  which  they  are  held  by  all  sci- 

If  K.  Walker's  statement  and  mine  are  entific  persons  is  a  farther  confirmation 

now  before  the  readers  of  the  Gazette  ;  of  their  worth.     Eager,  apparently,   to 

I  do  net,  therefore,  feel  it  at  all  incum-  justify  yet  further  liis  claim  to  such 

bent  upon  me  to  enter  into  any  further  general  homage,  he  now  comes  forward 

explanation   of  the  subject   until   the  with  a  new  work,  which,  if  not  so  ele- 

punlication  of  my  paper  in  the  next  gant  and  ornamental  as  some  of  its  pre- 

yolume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Pro-  decessors,  is  calculated  to  be  equally 

yincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa-  useful.     Indeed,  we  regard  the  idea  of 

tion.     I  trust  the  perusal  of  that  paper  this  work  as  a  singularly  happy  one. 

win  render  any  such  further  discussion  ^  It  has  often  occurred  to  the  author  of 

as  could  be  founded  on  the  views  given  the  work  now  announced,  that  by  means 

by  Mr.  Walker  in  his  letter  of  Sept.  of  lithographic  drawings,  executed  on 

20th,  totally  unnecessary.    I  shall  for  moderately-sized  paper,    an  important 

the  present  be  contented  with  briefly  series  of  plates  of  new  and  little-known 

mentioning  the  discoveries  to  which  1  plants  might  be  offered  to  the  scientific 

have  presumed  to  lay  claim.    These  are  world,  at  a  price  so  moderate  as  to  bring 

different  explanations  of  the  functions  them  within  the  reach  of  almost  every 

of  the  third,  fourth,  and  sixth  pain  of  one  interested  in  the  subject."    Nor  is  it 

nerves    from    any     previously    given,  the    zeal    alone    of   the    author    that 

founded  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  we  are  called  upon  to  notice  with  com- 

nuscles  which  these  nerves  supply  in  mendation,  but  likewise  the   liberality 

reference  to  their  separate  and  combined  of  the  publishers.     *'  Even  should  the 

action.  publication  meet  with  the  success  that 

I  would  ask,  then,  if  this  statement  his    fondest  wishes   migfht   anticipate, 

be  eorrect,  am  1  not  right  in  requiring  yet  the  price  set  upon  it  is  so  low  as  to 

more  acknowledgment  from  one  who  forbid  any  hope  of  profit;  and  he  is 

has  made  use  of  these  views  than  is  con-  anxious  to    express    his    acknowledg- 

tained  in  Mr.  Walker's  remark,  nearly  ments  to    the    publishers,    for  kindly 

at  the  end  of  his  letter— that  "Mr.  guaranteeing  him  against  any  pecuniary 

Hunt    first  suggested  the  prohahility  risk    in   the  undertaking."      lu    con- 
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sequence  of  this,  we  bave  here  58  well-  shew  that  atmoftpberic  prefware  baa  i 
executed  Hlho^aphic  representations  of  considerable  influence.  The  German 
a  considerable  number,  nearl^y  100,  rare  auiboritj  says,  that  a  body  was  placed 
plants,  for  the  filates  devoted  to  the  in  such  position  as  to  suffer  the  tbig'h  to 
mosses  contain  sometimes  six  species,  at  bang*  freely  over  the  table ;  the  muscles 
a  price  incredibly  I6w.  Yet  a  prudent  and  lig'aments  were  then  cut  throuifh, 
caution,  rising^  out  of  sad  experience  of  and  yet  the  tbi^h  did  not  fall ;  on  the 
the  slender  encouragement  given  to  contrary,  the  articular  surfaces  remained 
illustrated  scientific  works  in  this  in  close  apposition.  A  small  hole  was 
country,  has  occasioned  the  impression  made  in  the  acetabulum,  so  as  to  allow 
to  be  limited  to  300  copies.  We  trust,  the  air  to  enter,  and  straightway  the 
however,  that  the  increasing  zeal  for  limb  dropt  as  far  as  the  capsules  would 
natural  history,  diffusing  itself  over  the  suffer  it,  and  this,  although  the  muscles 
country  under  the  influence  of  the  and  ligaments  were  not  divided.  The 
British,  and  many  local  Associations,  head  of  the  bone  was  then  re-adJusted 
will  lead  to  such  extended  patronage  in  the  socket,  and  the  anerture  in  the 
of  this  work,  as  will  justify  erelong  acetabulum  stopped  with  tnefine^r;  the 
a  second  edition.  Meanwhile,  those  bone  was  now  retained  tn  fttM,  but  once 
who  feel  desirous  of  possessing  these  more  fell  out  on  the  flnger  being 
beautiful  representations  of  plants,  of  removed.  These  experiments  have  been 
very  diversified  form  and  structure,  repeated  by  Mr.  Coulson,  and  with 
from  trees  down  to  Fenis  and  Mosses,  similar  results  ''as  regards  the  most 
will  do  well  to  make  application  essential  point."  He  adds,  that  tbe  ex- 
while  they  are  yet  to  be  had.  By  the  tent  to  wnich  the  head  of  the  bone  can 
plan  adopted  in  the  letter-press,  when  be  removed  from  the  acetabulum  bv  the 
the  work  shall  bave  been  completed,  admission  of  air,  the  effusion  of  fluid,  or 
the  plates,  and  tbe  descriptions  ot  them,  by  force,  somewhat  exceeds  an  inch, 
may  be  arranged  and  bound  up  in  what-  oy  the  latter,  it  is  difficult  or  impossible 
ever  way  tbe  possessor  may  prefer.  This  to  effect  so  great  a  lengthening,  unless 
is  a  great  advantage,  but  we  trust  the  the  limb  be  rotated  inwards  at  the 
series  may  be  so  extended  tbnt  some  time. 

hundreds  of  plates  shall  be  published         Disease  of  the  hip  joint  is  regarded 

before   any  one  is  required   to  decide  by  Mr.  Coulson  as  tbe  mere  external 

how  he  would  wish  them  arranged.  demonstration  of  a  pathological  condi. 

tion,  involving  the  general  system,  and 

On  Disease  of  the  Hip  Joint,  with  T^'l^^^^.f*'"'  /""* e^'^^-r!^ 

plain  and  coloured  Plates.     By  Wif .  thf  !>««  iteelf  are  too  confined.      The 

touLsoN.  Consulting  Stirgeon  to  tbe  "^^J'l  ""fnt"'*  function*  are  tho«e 

London  Lyin-j-in  Hospital,  late  Sur-  !^^"=''.''.?  l«I««»«« »»  «>«  pnm'nljr  affect- 

^eon  to  tbe  General  Dlspe^ry.  &c.  f** '  y»hile  the  secretions  are  remarkably 

^  r         j>  implicated  in  almost   every    instance. 

Mr.  Coulson  has  devoted  considerable  This    view  leads  him  to  distrust  the 

attention    to  the  diseases  of  the  hip  efficacy  of  topical  remedies  so  Generally 

joint,  and  two  clinical  lectures  on  the  used,  which,  indeed,  he  speaks  of  as 

subject,  which  he  delivered  about  five  having    produced  an  exacerbation  in 

years  ago,  will  be  found  in  one  of  our  almost  every  case  iu  which  they  have 

early  volumes.     Since   that  time,   we  been  employed. 

learn  from  the  preface,  that  bis  opportu-        Where  the  secreting  organs  arc  large, 

nities  of  investigation   bave  been  in-  and  tbe  locomotive  proportionally  small, 

creased  by  his  appointment  to  tbe  Board  then  it  is  that,  according  to  some  au- 

of   the  Sea-Batnin^   Infirmary  —  the  thors,  disease  of  the  joints,  especially 

result  of  all  which  u   the  monograph  the  hip,   are  most  readily  developed ; 

before  us.  and  he  instances  the  Saxon  population 

The  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  of  England  and  Holland  in  illustration, 

hip  joint  are  fully  described  in  the  open-  having  large  trunks  and  feeble  extre- 

ing  chapter;  but  of  this,  the  only  por-  mities.     Camper  states  that  in  his  time 

tion  to  which  we  shall  allude,  is  the  ac  as  many  as  one  in  twenty-eight  of  the 

count  of  some  experiments  of  Weber's,  Hollanders  became  lame.    This  princi- 

in  reference  to  the  means  b^  which  the  pie    is  adopted   by  Mr.  Coulson,  and 

head  of  the  femur  is  retained  in  the  worked  out  by  numerous,  and  some  of 

acetabulum,  and  which  would  seem  to  them  ingenious,  remarks,  the  sum  of  the 


TREATMENT  OF  A  MEDICAL  OFFICER.  ]03 

argument  being,  tbat  the  affection  of  tinuation.    The  third  volume  has  just 

the  joint  is  "  not  a  consequence,  but  a  issued    from   the  press,  and    will,  we 

mere   external   symptom,    of   coustitu-  think,  be  found  as  replete  with  interest 

tional  disease."  as  its  predecessors.     It  treats  exclusively 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  while  treat-  of   the   function   of  digestion    and   of 

inf^  of   the   pathology,    Mr.    Coulson  aliment,  giving  an  account  of  all  that 

bnn^  successively  before  the  reader  the  has  been  ascertainecf  on  the  subject,  both 

opinions  of  all  the  best  authorities,  both  through  the  experiments  of  the  author, 

at  home  and  abroad.  and  of  his  contemporaries. 


The  morbid  anatomy  of  the  hip-joint    ^ 

is  inleresting,  and  a  very  good  account 

is  given  of  it.    The  changed   appear-  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

than  difference  in  its  nature.    The  chief 

chances  are  inflammation  of  the  syno-  "  ^'"*  omniboB.  licet  etiam  mibi,  dignitatem 

vial  membrane,  its  thickening,  ulcera-  ^'"f  ^"'*iri,"*'*j.  ^""TT  "*'**''  ""'"'""o'  *" 

»i«*   «««;■«.*■  «»*-«^,   «w  *••  w»w        1^,    ».■«/«.■«,  publicum  sit,  dicendiperlculum  oonrecugo." 

tion,    and     perforation ;    preternatural  Cicbro. 

secretions  into  it  of  synovia,  lymph,  or  

pus  ;  iU  entire  destruction.     The  liga-  THE  POOR  LAW  COMMISSIONERS» 
mentum    teres  becoming  ulcerated   or  TREATMENT  OF  A  MEDICAL 
absorbed.       The    articular    cartilages  nPFirirp 
abraded,  ulcerated,  or  entirely  removed.  "*  *  ^^  '^**^- 
Destruction  of   the     cartilages   being  Our  remarks  on  the  Harpenden  affair- 
replaced  by  an  ivory  deposit ;  portions  an  affair  to  the  last  degree  damnatory  of 
of  them  being  found  loose  and  floating,  ^jj^   amended  poor-law  system  —  were 
Widening  and  shallovnng  of  the  socket;  /.jj          j             *'jr        c 
the  bonelecoming  denucfed  and  carious,  ^«""*^^^  «"  »  document  issued  from  So- 
or  ulcerated.     Lessening  of  the  head  of  merset  House.    On  their  own  shewing 
the  femur,  and  contraction  of  its  neck  ;  we  proved  tbat  nothing  could  be  more 
softening  of  the  bone,  and  deposition  yH^  than  the  conduct  of  the  Comrais- 
in  Its  cancelli  of  yellow  caseous  matter,  •«««•«     «i.         «i. 
or  of  transparent  kid.    The  most  strik-'  «»«"«"'    '"^    attempting    to  throw  the 
ing  feature  in  this  form  of  disease  is  the  heavy  blame  attaching  to  their  proceed- 
absence  of  the  secretion  or  deposition  of  ings  in  that  case  off  their  own  shoulders 
bone ;  being,  in  this  respect,  very  dif-  ^q  those  of  their  medical  officer.     They 

ferent  from  common  infl^ammation,  in  j    i  •_            j      ^  .^j  * i.^  u:«» 

which    (especially  when    chronic)   the  «nade  him,  or  endeavoured  to  make  him, 

ossified  deposit  is  increased.  their  scapegoat,  fastening  the  iniqui- 

A  clear  account  is  ^ven  of  the  symp-  ties  of  their  system  on  his  back,  and 

toms  of  hip-joint  disease,  but  it  does  then  turning  him  adrift.     But  we  find 

not  contain   such  novelty  as  to  warrant  ^^   ^^^  ^  ,     half  informed  when  we 

our  dwelling  upon  it.  ,     ,           /          •                 •  r 

In  the  treatment,  it  is  held  by  Mr.  made  those  obsei-vations :  our  informa- 

Coulson  to  be  of  great  importance  to  tion  was  ex  parte,  being  altogether  de- 

dbtinguish  between  those  cases  which  ri^ed    from  the    honourable    Commis- 

occur  in  strong  and  those  in  scrofulous  sioners' statements.    We  were  not  aware 

patients;    an    observation    m  keeping  ^       ,    ^            .     .     /c  •  i 

Wiib  what  has    been   made    by  other  ^  ^^^^  an  extent  official  papers  may 

writers  on  the  subject.  be  made  to  lie,  when  it  serves  the  pur- 

The  subjects  are  illustrated  by  six  pose  of  the  party  in  office  to  give  them 

well-executed  lithographic  engravings.  ^  ^g^tain  colouring. 

PhysiologiedeiMemcheniHumanPhy.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Kingston,  of  St. 

siology.']  VonFRiSDRiCHTiEDEMANN,  Alban's,  has  since  appeared  in  the  news- 

Lehrer  der  Anatomic  und  Physiologic  papers,  throwing  quite  a  new  light  on 

ui  der  Univ.  zu  Heidelberg.    Dritter  ^^^^    ^^  ^y^^  circumstances  connected 

Band.     Darmstadt,  1836.    Scbloss.  ...       _  .       ^, .           .           .^     .i, 

m              11            c  .1^   .        r  with  the  affair.    This  gentleman,  it  will 

The  excellence  of  the  two  former  vo-  n    *  j           ^i, j:«„i 

lomes  stamped  a  character  on  this  work,  V^rhnips  be  recollected,  was  the  medical 

and  created  a  strong  desire  for  its  con*  officer  so  unceremouiously  dealt  with  by 

4ea— XIX.  o 
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the  Somerset  House  authorities ;  and  conduct,  every  word  that  drdpt  from  his 
certainly  his  rersion  of  the  story,  which  lips  was  taken  doim  by  a  short-hand 
appears  to  have  all  the  impress  of  truth  writer,  and  gi^en  to  the  public  as  his 
Upon  it,  forms  a  remarkable  comment  defence.  This,  as  Mr.  K.  very  properly 
on  the  statement  of  the  commissioners^  saya,  is  what  weuld  not  be  done  with 
We  freely  confess  that  we  were  prema-  the  greatest  criminal  in  Engiand :  if 
ture  in  our  censures  of  some  part  of  Mr.  Mr.  K.  were  regularly  on  his  trial,  he 
Kingston's  conduct ;  but  we  were  be-  would  be  apprised  that  his  confessions 
trayed  into  severity  by  adopting  too  or  statements  were  to  be  praserved,  and 
unhesitatingly  the  official  report,  never  he  Would  be  warned  to  be  cmntious 
once  thinking  that  it  could  be  so  to  say  nothing  that  might  tend  to  crimi- 
grossly  unworthy  of  credit.  The  lesson  nate  himself.  But  no :  neither  was  any 
may  be  useful :  we  shall  know  in  fu-  such  warning  given,  nor  were  his  depo- 
ture  how  to  appreciate  productions  com-  sitions  read  to  him,  nor  was  he  allowed 
ing  from  the  same  quarter.  to  read  them  over,  so  as  to  gfuarantee 

The  letter,  in  the  first  place,  confirms    their  correctness :  the  first  notification 
all  the  chief  facts  relative  to  the  Com-    of  the  proceeding  was,  seeing  his  pri- 
missioners'  trickery;  and  a  more  insi-    Vate  conference  with  the  secretary  in 
dious,  disgtaceful  trick,  never  was  at-    Somerset  House  committed  to  the  worid 
tempted    to     be    practised    upon    the    through  the  newspapers !     There  might 
fiublic      The  main    circumstances    of   still  be  some  excuse,  if  the  thing  were 
the  case  cannot  be  too  fully  exposed,    correctly  done :  but  M^.  Kingston  has 
The  public  indignation  was  gathering    pointed  out   some  egregious  misrepre- 
into  a  storm:  in  addition  to  the  mani-    scntations:   things   were  put  into  hfs 
fold  instances  of  heartless  cruelty  exer-    mouth  which  he  never  uttered.    Such  at 
cised  towiirds  the  poor  under  the  "  amend-    least  was  the  haste  of  the  zealous  secre- 
ed"  system,  the  case  of  a  wretched  wo-    tary  to  make  a  case  for  the  pubHc 
mab  absolutely  \eh  destitute    of  all        Among  other  points,  they  represent 
medital    assistance,  and  whose  death    Mr.    Kingston    as    saying,    that    he 
wais  clearly  owing  to  the  mischiefs  of    would   conceive    himself  justified    in 
the  new  law,  was  about  to  lead  to  a    attending  more  promptly  to   the  call 
Crisis,  when  the  conscientious  function,    of    the    Squire,  or    any  rich  patient, 
kries  resolved  to  allay  the  ferment,  at    than  to  the  order  of  an  overseer.  Mr.  K.'s 
whatever  risk.       They    could  hit  on    obvious  meaning  was  that  he  would 
nothing  better  than  to  sacrifice  one  of   consider  the  Squire's  the  more  preasiag 
their  oflicials.    After  due  parade  and    case  of  the  two,  unless  the  order  were 
preparation,  they  proceed.    They  throw    duly  backed  by  a  request  to  be  prompt, 
their  unfortunate  hiieKng  overboard—    tbe  case  being  really  serious ;  for  the 
a  sort  of  tub  to  the  whale :  but  the    Sqnire  would  not  send  unless  there  were 
whale  is  not  so  easily  deceived ;  and    some  actual  ni^ency,  whereas  the  pan- 
the  tub  itself  turns  up  eventually  to    per's  order  has  been  often  found  vexa. 
their  utter  discomfiture  and  confusion.       tioosly    deceptive ;    the  patient  being 
Mr.  Kingston  has  well  exposed  the    probably  at  work,  and  no  way  ill,  when 
wbole  train  of  machinations  employed    tbe  medical  man,  in  obedience  to  thte 
by  the  wily   utilitarians.    They  took    order,  has  arrived. 
9fisry  advantage  of  him.    He  was  en-        Again :  Mr.  Kingston  is  misstated  as 
trapped  into  a  confeieuce  at  Somerset    describinghimself MtVly years  comneeted 
llousewith  ^secretary  of  the  Commis-    ulrith  parish  practice;  thirteen yttm  wen 
^ncfrs,  and  while  he  thought  he  was    his  words.    Can  there  be  a  note  eon* 
oifering  an  explanation  simply  of  bis    vincing  proof  of  the  eagertiem  of  the 
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pMrtj  to  Bake  out  a  com  ?    In  their  MADAME  MALIBRAN. 

baste  to  come  before  the  public  with  Mystery  still  hangs  over  the  decease 

something  in  the  form  of  an  excuse,  of  this  ill-fated  child  of  genius.    It  was 

they  have  not  the  common  decency  to  ^^^^  j^  j^e  Timei  a  few  days  ago, 

aee  that  tbeir  officer  is  eonrecdy  reported,  whether  M.  de  Beriot  had  not  abruptly 

But  if  Mr.  Kingston  were  Uken  by  j^j^  Manchester  with  all   her  apparel 

nirpriae,   not   so    was  Mr.    Secretary  ^^j   property   ere  she  had   ceased    to 

Chadwick :  all  the  interrogatories  were  breathe ;    and   to  those  interrogatories 

didy   arranged  for  the  occasion ;    the  ^^  ^^.^  j^ave  to  add  a  few  others  which 

matter  as  well  as  the  tone  and  temper,  ^j^tc  to  the  medical  proceedings. 

The  object  is  manifest  to  all  who  read  jg  j^  ^^^^^  ^r  rather  is  it  not  true,  that 

the  published  account  of  the  confer-  ^y^^^  jy^    Bardsley  was  so  uncercrao- 

ence.      It    was    attempted    to    wring  niously    discharged,    his    patient    was 

from     Mr.     Kingston    an     admission  g^jng  ^^  favourably,— in  fact,  that  she 

that  parish  medical  duties  were  more  ^^  tj,cn  nearly  or  altogether  conva- 

atrictly  enforced  under  the  new  system  lescent  ? 

than  the  old ;  and  it  was  conceived  that  i^  jj  t^ue  that  it  was  afterwards  thought 

Mich  an  admiaaion,  coming  from  an  offi-  desirable  by  some  coup  de  pratique  to 

eer  of  thirty  years'  experience,  would  enable  her  to  complete  her  engagement  ? 

ke  much  stronger  than  coming  from  one  jg  it  t^ue  that  manual  interference 

of  only  thirteen,  ^gg  y^^^  recourse  to  for  the  purpose  of 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Kingston,  however,  effecting  premature  delivery,  and  that 

b  clear  upon  the  point  of  relative  me-  this  failed  to  produce  anyolher  effect  than 

riU:  he  speaks  positively  on  the  sub-  that  of  overwhelming  exhaustion  P 

ject,  and,  from  his  experience  of  both  ^nd.  Is  it  true  that  when  the  body  of 

states  of  things,  be  is  perfectly  com-  the  unfortunate  deceased  was  receiving 

petent    to  give  an  opinion.      All  the  the  last  offices  from  the  strangers  to 

•trictness  and  severity  of  the  present  ^jjo^  g|,e  was  left,  the  relaxing  hand 

system    he  admits;  but  he  distinctly  of  death  completed  what  art  had  been 

denies  ito  superiority.    The  poor  were  „nable  to  accomplish  ? 

better  attended  to  under  the  old  sys-  jhese  are  questions  of   interest   to 

tern ;  there  were  more  medical  officers,  science,  to  which  we  trust  cither  M.  Bel- 

«iid  greater  liberality  in  granting  or-  luomini  or  Mr.  Lewis  will  reply.    They 

den  for  reUef.     Under  the  new  re^PtW  ^ill  pereeive  that    a    great  'practical 

tbe  amount  of  medical  aid  is  greaUy  lesson  is  involved,  and  although  they 

limited :  the  hands  are  fewer,  and  much  bave  doubUess  fully  learnt  it,  the  medi- 

wone  paid,  whUe  the  duties  imposed  on  cal  world  is  stiU  kept  in  suspense. 

thope    few    and    ill-paid  officers    are  

be/«nd  Ibe  p^er.  of  me.  of  «|rd»jrj  OPERATION  AT  THE   NORTH 

p*,«^.     The  co.ueq.ence   m,   that  LONDON  HOSPITAL, 
irbeo  an  order  is  granted,  as  it  generaUy 

»,  with  a  nort  niggmitl  diaregard  of  the  "  pkb«"ce  of  tbe  pat.ok. 

pwBoing  wanta  of  the  unhappy  pan-  On  the  21st  ult.  Mr.  Liston  performed 

pers,  diere  are  many  chances  ag^nst  ^ts  one  of  those  operations  on  the  face,-  for 

beinif  effective  ^  the  means  being  utterly  his  boldness  and  dexterity  in  accom- 

iindfu^f  ***  to  Uie  end  proposed.  plishing  which,  that  gentleman  has  be- 

Bnt  oo  this  head  we  beg  to  refer  our  come  remarkable. 

leadert  to  the  excellent  letter  of  an  The  patient  was  a   female,  nam^ 

^  Qld  Navy  Surgeon,**  at  page  204.  Mary  Griffiths,  aged  20.     The  tumor, 
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which  was  of  fihrous  character,  origi-  in  reference  to  the  woman  accused  of 

nally  appeared   seven  or  eight   year*  this  crime--' I  am  sorry  to  ohservc  that 

\i                            1                  e  Charlotte  Grounsel,  an  inmate  of  the 

ago  upon  the  upper  grum,  ahove  one  of  Bishop's  palace,  has',  in  my  humhle  opi- 

thc  mcisors,  and  progressively  increased,  ^\q^^  ^een  a  sufferer  from  the  statement 

notwithstanding  various  efforts  made  to  of  her  case  hefore  the  Coroner*s  jurj*. 

extirpate  it  at  different  times.    On  her  I  do  not  pretend  to  accoant  bow,  or  m 

admission  into  the  North  London  Hos-  "^^^^  ^^^^J  J^:J^"J!^  ^  t'' ^^'Yu 

.    ,    ,                       ,     _           ,1.  nw  was  inflicted;  but  looking  at  it 

pital  the  tumor  and  ulcerated  surface  correctly,  and  in  an  anatomical  sense,  it 

occupied  the  site  of  the  upper  lip,  nose,  coold  not  have  caused  the  child's  death  ; 

and  great  part  of  both  cheeks,  particu-  neither  do  I  think  that  the  mere  floating 

larly  the  left.     The  whole  was  dissected  «^  t.*"*^  *H»8^  >"  ^^'^.T  ^  *,P«/  «^  \^ 

•^       ,   ,                            ^    ,  having  been  bom  alive;  therefore,  m 

out,  and  large  portions  of  the   upper  ^^^  opinion,  the  po$t-moriem  examina- 

maxillary  and  cheek  bones   were  also  tion  was  not  calculated  to   throW  any 

removed,  apparently  with  great  ease,  by  light  on  the  matter.   The  floating  of  the 

means  of  the  bone  nippers.    Astonish-  1""&«  i"  .^^/^  ^«»„  ^%''  long  e^loded 

.     ,,.,,.  ^        .'        ^    *     1*  as  a  medical  test.' " — Berrows^  Worcti^ 

mgly  little  disfiguration  of  the  face  re-  ^^  Journal. 

nained  after  the  flaps  had  been  brought 

together ;  and  the  patient  has  since  con-  This  is  a  sample  of  the  sort  of  medieth' 

tinned  to  do  well.  ^fff  ^  information  which  that «  best  pos- 

. ,      , ,               .       ,             ,  sible  public  instructor" — the  newspaper 

A  considerable  sensation  (to  use  the  press—is  in  the  habit  of  diffusing.    The 

language  of  the  newspapers)  was  caused  circumstance  of  having  the  name  of  a 

by   another   production,   of  still   more  professional  man  attached  to  it,  no  doobt 

anomalous  character,  and  which  like-  gi^es  the  paragraph  an  air  of  authoritjr- 
,  1  .  .  1  But  who,  we  should  like  to  know,  is 
wise  was  brou|jrht  into  the  operation-  ^y^^^  jtfr.  Llewellyn,  who  plays  "  will- 
room  for  the  inspection  of  the  pupils,  o'-the  wisp"  on  the  occasion  ?  If  he  be 
On  closer  examination  this  proved  to  be  not  a  mere    naminis  umhra,  perhaps 

neither  more  nor  less  than  the  person  of  5«  ^^"^^    (a!»">^    "!  ^"^l^^    *  ^^^^ 

n,,           iir  1 1       1?      vr  "o  Ti  *            j  fo*"   the    opinion  which   he  volunteers 

ThomasWakley,Esq.M.P.  Patron  and  ^    benevofently.      To    put    the    best 

Puffer  of  the  establishment,  and  Slan-  construction    on    his   conduct,  be    ap- 

derer-Gencral  of  all  the  other  schools  in  pears  strongly  disposed   to    save    the 

the  metropolis,  who  had  kindly   con-  accused   at  all    hazards:  but  be  is  a 

^  J    .                         ...             .       .  very  wrong-headed  man  if  he  thinks 

•ented  to  appear  on  this  occasion  m  ^j/j,^^^  a^eHion  is  to  have  any  weight 

propria  pertonA,  in  order  to  oblige  the  against  the  strong  presumptions  de- 
Professors,  and  to  prove  to,  the  world  rivable  from  observation  and  experience, 
that  there  is  one  hospitol  in  London  He  is  certainly  a  very  ignorant  or  very 
.  .  u*  1  u  •  A  './^i  dishonest  person  to  state  that  the  hydro- 
into  which  he  IS  admitted!  static  lung^test  has  been  exploded ;  every 
We  understand  that  it  is  m  contem-  well-informed  medical  man  knows  to  the 
plation  to  perpetuate  the  event,  by  erect-  contrary.  The  phenomenon  of  the 
ing  in  the  theatre  a  bust  of  the  honoura-  floating  or  sinking  of  the  lunjgrs,  when 
hie  Patron.  The  inscription  has  not  observed  with  proper  caution  w  capable 
-  11  J  -J  J  1  •  of  affording  a  high  degree  of  presump- 
yet  been  finally  decided  upon  ;  but  the  ^^^  evidence  as  to  the  fact  of  live  or 

learned  printer  to  the  "  University"  has  still-birth ;  and  when  taken  in  conjnnc- 

suggested,  as  being  at  once  neat  and  t*®**  w>^  other  appearances,  of  which 

appropriate,  his  own  motto-  ?f '^-  LleweUyn  seems  to  bave  not  an 

'^'     *^      „'                         „  idea,  may  constitute  proof  of  the  most 

■R«  »i.AiiiiAM.  convincing  character.    We  pretend  not 

A  WELCH  MEDICAL  SOLON.  pS^uT.rcrOTl^'I^S'a'LSf. 

"  Late  Infanticide  at  the  Bishop  op  for  whom  Mr.  Llewellyn's  sympathy  is 

Worcester's  Palace.  —  Mr.  C.   Lie-  engaged:  we  should  have  facts  before 

wellyn,  fnrgeon,  of  Llanymyneich,  says,  us,  to  warrant  such  a  proceeding.    Our 
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Milj  object  in  noticing  tbe  above  para-  to  lectares  of  this    description,    and    I 

grapb  is  to  show  what  silly  stuflT  some-  may  sometimes   call  yoar    attention   to 

times  comes  before  the  public,  under  tbe  •  particular  disease,  or  order  of  diseases, 

sanction  of  a  medical  name.     As  to  Mr.  without  reference  to  any  of  the  patients 

Llewellyn,  if  tlieir  really  be   such  a  ^^^  "^y  *>f  ^"^^^  "/  «^  ^\  I^e  time, 

person,  we  recommend  him  to  look  into  J^^  ^^"J'*^  ^\Z'^^  ^r  '"^  f^^'u\  ^T 

E?s  books,    or    ask    some  respectable  J^IT  w^  h\7e  ^™^U'X^o'^ 

brother  practitioner  what  may  tbe  by-  ^^^  ^f  ^^lese  will  occur  in    the    begin- 

drostaUc  lung  test  mean.    Till  then,  be  ^jng  of  the  course.    Those  gentlemen  who 

bad  better  tbrow  a  veil  over  his  igno-  attended  the   hospital    during    the    last 

ranee,  and  remain  quiet.  spring,  will  remember  that  1  promised  to 

give  some  lectures  illustrative  of  those  lo- 

THE  NEW  PHARMACOPCEIA.  cal  hysterical  affecUons  of  which  I  have 

The  Order  in  Council  which  recently  occasionally  spoken  to  you  in  the  wards. 

appeared  in  tbe  London  Gazette  was  a  I  ^^^^7  intended  at  that  time  to  redeem 

necessary  preliminary  before  the  new  my  promise  during  the  summer  months, 

Pharma^onieia  could  be  Dublisbed.   We  ^"J  5!i[rL^TZ'^^n  it^^^^ 

understanrthat  it    wifl    now   appear  niy  doing  so,  I  propose  to  redeem  it  now. 

almost  immediately.  y^^j^  I  ^^s  formerly  engaged  in  the 

TWic  TTwnri?iiQrrv  nv  t  nvnniv  "^^^^  ^^  ^^^  diseases  of  the  joints,  having, 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON.  ^^  ^^  period,  to  which  I  refer,  few  oppor- 

The  Charter  of  the  new  University  re-  tunitiesof  investigating  the  subject  except 

oeived  the  sign  manual  a  few  days  affo.  in  my  hospital  practice,  I  occasionally  met 

It  requires,  however,  to  be  confirmed  by  ^ith  cases  in  which  a  particular  joint  was 

Parliament  before  the  parties  in  whose  affected  with  pain,  and  a  great  degree  of 

favour  it  is  granted  can  enforce  its  pro-  "Pr^Jd  sensibility,  attended  occasionally 

visions  in  the  courts  of  law.  "^'^  «>"!«  ^fV^^  «^  tumefacUon  of  the 

^____^^_^^^_^__^__^^__^_^^__^^^  soft    parts,    although    the    charactenstic 

symptoms    of    the    ordinary  diseases  to 

LECTURES  which  these  organs  are  liable  were  wanting, 

^^  and  the  usual  consequences  of  abscess  and 

LOCAL  HYSTERICAL  AFFEC-  destruction  of  the  joint  did  not  ensue. 

TIONS  ^oi*  A  ^o^S  ^im^  these  cases  occasioned  me 

Bx  S«  B.  C.  B.^.;  B.«.  F.R.8.  J^^ -„^«  ff'^STc^  *^b';:?h"1  '"aSl 

LscTuaE  I  about  to  describe,  first  led  me  to  suspect  the 

„       .,^_.        ,.r'.             ...  real  origin  of  the  symptoms,  which  I  had 

Eyitentttl  Affeetumt  rf  the  Jomtt,  particularly  ^^^  comprehended  formerly. 

the  Knee  and  Hip — their   Charaetert—not  j  ^^g  consulted   concerning  a  young 

oji^ned  to  the  Female  Sex,  Hytterical  Diseaie  i^dy  who  complained  of  severe  pain  and  a 

o^  the  Spine-mtutratumt.  morbid  tenderness  of  the  knee,  in  the  first 

Oektleiien,  *- In  commencingm^  course  instance   attended  with  no  perceptible  en- 

of  lectures  for  the  present  season,  it  is  not  largement  of   the  joint.      The  remedies 

my  intention  to  occupy  your  time  by  of.  which,  with  such  knowledge  as  I  then 

fering  you  any  introductory  observatioas.  possessed,  I  was  led  to  recommend,  gave 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  hear  a  sufficient  her  no  relief;  and  after  some  time  a  snght 

number  of  introductory  lectures  Already,  degree  of  tumefaction  took  place,  depend- 

and,  if  I  were  to  add  to  the  list,  I  must  log,  as  it  seemed,  either,  on  a  fulness  of  the 

inevitablv  trouble  vou  with  the  repetition  small  vessel?',  or  on  an  effusion  of  lymph 

of  what  has  been  already  said  to  you  by  or  serum  into  the  subcutaneous  cellular 

your  other  teachers.    For  this  reason,  I  texture.    She  had  been  in  this  state  for  a 

think  it  advisable  to  enter  at  once  on  considerable  time,   when  she  was  seized 

the  consideration  of  some  subject  connected  with  a  succession  of   violent  paroxysms 

with  practical  surgery ;  and  I  am  the  more  of  hysteria,  which  terminated  in  an  hystc- 

indined  to  do  so,  as  my  course  of  lectures  rical  affection  of  the  brain ;  so  that  she  lay 

being  of  limited  extent,  I  cannot  well  afford  in  a  state  approaching  to  that  of  coma, 

to  •devote  any  of  them  to  other  purposes.  with  dilatation  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes. 

I  call  these  clinical    lectures,  because  She  was  now  attendea  by  the  late  Dr. 

they  are  intended  to  illustrate  the  history  Babington  and  myself.    I  do  not  under- 

ana  treatment  of  particular  cases  in  the  take  to  say  whether  the  disease  yielded  to 

wards  of  the  hospital.    I  do  not  intend,  the  remedies  employed,  or  reached  its  na- 

howjever,    to    confine   myself  absolutely  tural  termination ;  but,  from  one  or  other 
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of  these  causes,  the  patient  recovered  of  description,  not  among  those  who,  fal- 

the  last-mentioned  symptoms,  and  from  fiiline  the  edict  of  the  Deity,  '*  eat  their 

that  time  she  never  complained  of  her  knee,  breaa  in  the  sweat  of  their  face."    I  do 

Not  long    afterwards    another    yoang  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  among  the 

lady  was  brought  to  me,  labouring  nnder  higher  classes  of  society,  at  least  four-fifths 

what  had  been  supposed  to  be  a  scrofulous  of  the  female  patients,  who  are  commonly 

disease  of  the  wrisL    The  resemblance  of  supposed  to  labour  diseases  of  the  joints, 

this  case  to  that  of  the  last-mentioned  pa-  labour  under  hysteria,  and  nothing  else, 
tient  led  me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of        Frequently  the  hip  joint  is  the  leat  of 

this  opinion,  and  the  results  proved  my  the  disease.    The  symptoms  then  have  a 

doubts  to  be  not  without  foundation.    She  considerable  resemblance  to  those  of  dls- 

also  was  seized  with  a  succession  of  vio-  eases  in  the   bones  or  cartilage,  yet  a 

lent  paroxysms  of   hysteria  ;  and  when,  minute  examination  of  the  case  will  rarely 

after  the  lapse  of  many  days,  she  had  re-  leave  you  in  doubt  as  to  your  diagnosis, 
covered    from  them,  the  disease  of  the        There  is  pain  in  the  hip  and  knee, 

wrist  had  vanished.  which    is    aggravated  bv   pressure    and 

It  seemed  impossible  io  doubt  that  in  the  motion  of  the  limb,  and  the  pa- 
each  of  these  cases  there  was  some  con-  tient  often  lies  fixed  in  one  position  on 
nexion  between  the  local  symptoms  and  the  bed  or  sofa.  You  will  say,  ^  are  not 
the  constitutional  disease  under  which  the  these  indications  of  a  diseased  nip  joint?*' 
patient  laboured ;  and  a  great  number  of  But  observe  further.  The  pain^  is  not  in 
other  cases,  which  fell  under  my  observa-  general  fixed  in  any  one  part:  it  belongs 
tion  afterwards,  confirmed  me  in  the  to  the  whole  limb.  The  patient  winces, 
opinion ;  that  where  there  is  that  state  of  and  sometimes  screams,  when  yon  make 
the  general  system,  whatever  it  may  be,  pressure  on  the  hip, but  she  does  the  tame 
which  produces  the  phsenomena  of  hysteria,  if  you  make  pressure  on  the  ilenm,  or  on 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  particular  joint  the  side  as  high  as  the  false  ribs,  or  on  the 
to  be  affected  with  pain  and  morbid  sensi-  thigh,  or  even  on  the  leg,  as  low  at  the 
bility,  such  as  may  lead  a  superficial  ob-  ankle :  and  every  where  the  morbid  sensi- 
server  to  believe  that  it  is  the  seat  of  some  bility  is  chiefly  in  the  integuments.  If 
serious  local  disease,  although  no  such  you  pinch  the  skin,  lifting  it  at  the  same 
disease  in  reality  exists.  time  off  the  subjacent  parts,  the  patient 

In  the  second  and  subsequent  editions  of  complains  more  than  when^  you  forcibly 
my  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Joints,  I  squeeze  the  head  of  the  thigh-bone  into 
have  giren  some  account  of  these  local  the  socket  of  the  acetabulum.  As  her  at- 
hysterical  affections.  I  trust  that  what  I  tention  is  more  directed  to  the  examiim- 
have  there  stated  may  hare  been  notwholly  tion,  so  Uie  pain,  which  she  suffers  from  it, 
unacceptable  to  those,  who  are  engaged  in  is  aggravated;  and  if  her  mind  be  oecu- 
the  practice  of  our  art ;  but  the  subject  is  piedin  conversation,  she  will  scarcely 
one  of  great  interest  both  to  the  scientific  complain  of  that,  which  would  have  occa- 
pathologist  and  to  the  practical  surgeon,  sioned  torture  otherwise.  Then,  there  is  no 
and  believing  that  I  can  furnish  you  with  wasting  of  the  glutei  muscles,  and  no  flat- 
some  informatidn  respecting  it,  beyond  tened  appearance  of  the  nates;  and  the 
that  which  is  to  be  found  in  my  former  aspect  of  the  patient  is  different  firom  that 
publications,  I  am  led  to  call  your  atten-  which  you  would  expect  to  find  if  the 
tion  to  it  on  the  present  occasion.  bones  and  cartilages  of  a  joint  were  in  a 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  when  my  state  of  ulceration.     Neither  are  there 

opportunities  of  stndving  these  diseases  those  peculiar  and  painftil  startiisffs  of  the 

were  limited  to  what  I  saw  in  the  wards  limb  at  night,  attended  often  with  fHgbt- 

of  the  hospital,    these  affections  of  the  Ux\  dreams,  which  mark  the  existence  of 

joints  fell  occasionally  under  my  observa-  this  last  disease.  The  pain  will  sometimes 

tion.    Since  I  have  been  engaged  in  a  prevent  the  patient  falling  asleep,   but 

large  private    practice,  they    have    pre.  if  once  asleep,  she  sleeps  soundly  for  many 

sen  ted  themselves,  I  may  say,  without  ex-  successive  hours;  and  this  state  of  things 

aggeration,  almost  daily.    This  is  easily  may  continue  for  weeks,  or  months,  or 

explained.    ''  Famhmrum  enim  paucissimay'*  even  for  years,  without  leading  to  abscess, 

says  the  sagacious  and  observing  Syddn-  or  any  further  iU  conseouences.    There 

ham,  speaking  of  hysteric,  **ab  omm  horam  may  be  a  suspicion  of  abscess,  (I  have 

adfectuum  specie  prorsus  libera  sunt,  si  istas  known  this  in  a  great  number  of  instances) 

excipias  qute  laboribus  adtueta:  duram  vitam  but  the  suspicion  is  never  realised.  Some- 

trahunt**    The  liability  to  hysteria  is,  in  times  there  is  a  general  tumefaction  of  the 

fact,  among  females,  one  of  the  severest  thigh  and  nates,  the  consequence  either  of 

penalties  of  high  civilization.  It  is  among  a  turgid  state  of  the  small  vessels,  or  of  an 

tliose  who  enjoy  what  are  supposed  to  be  effusion  into  the  cellular  texture ;  (I  sup- 

die  advantages  of  affluence  and  an  easy  pose  of  the  former,  as  the  parts  do  not  pit, 

life  that  we  are  to  look  for  cases  of  this  or  remain  indented  after  pressure)  bat  this 
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ucBtifcly  diflerQntfjrom  tli«  iwelling  of  an    over,  and  on  each  side  of,  the  ligament  of 
In  a  few  rare  instances  there  is    the  patella.  This  tumefaction  is  not  to  be 


a  more  defined  and  circamscribed  swell-  confouode<l  with  a  general  enlargement  of 

ingy  bat  still  it  is  altogether  different  from  the  joint,  by  which  surgeons  are  frequently 

that  of  abscess.    There  is  no  perceptible  misled,  the  result  not  of  the  disease,  but  of 

floctnation,  and  I  can  compare  it  to  no-  the  remedies  employed.    I  refer  to  cases 

thing  better  than  a  wheal  of  urticaria  of  which  have  been  misunderstood,  and  mis- 

annsnal  magnitude.    A  careful  ezamina-  managed  by  the  application  of  blisters, 

tion  will  always  enable  you  to  distinguish  issues,  and  a  succession  of  various  counter- 

ihete  swellings  from  abscess.     For  the  irritants. 

satisfaction  of  others,  I  have  sometimes  What  I  have  now  stated  may  be  snffi- 

made  a  puncture  with  a  gprooved  needle,  or  cient  to  enable  you  to  understand  the  na- 

tome  otner  convenient  instrument,  the  in-  ture  of  the  symptoms  which  you  may  ex- 

troduetion  of  which  would  have  detected  pect  to  find  where  these  hysterical  affec- 

matter,  if  matter  had  existed.  tions  occur  in  the  other  joints  of  the  extre- 

I  have  said  that,  in  these  cases,  there  is  mities.    The  following  observations  are 

no  wasting  of  the  glutasi  muscles,  and  no  enually  applicable  to  all  these  cases,  and 

flattened  appearance  of  the  nates.    It  is,  wnile  thej^  are  necessary  to  complete  the 

however,  not  nncomraon  to  find  much  al-  history,  will  be  found  of  use  in  enabling 

teration  in  the  figure  of  the  parts,  of  ano-  you  to  form  a  correct  diagnosis, 

therkind;  namely,  a  bulging  of  the  pelvis  The  patients  thus  affected  are,  for  the 

posteriorly,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  most  part,  not  much  above  the  age  of 

elevated  on  the  side  of  the  disease,  so  as  puberty. 

to  makean  acute,  instead  of  a  right  angle,  In  mimy  instances  they  labour  under 

with  the  column  of  the  vertebrsB.    Of  some  irregularity  with  respect  to  men* 

oourK.   under   these   circumstances,  the  struation ;  while  in  others  this  function  is 

lirab  IS  apparently  shortened,  and  when  in  no  respect  different  from  what  it  is  an- 

the  patient  stands  erect,  the  heel  does  not  der  circumstances  of  perfect  health. 

come  in  contact  with  the  ground.  A  super-  Those  who  labour  under  habitual  cold, 

ficial  observer  may  be  led  to  believe  that  ness  of  the  hands,  have  a  weak  small 

there  ix  an  actual  dislocation  of  the  hip ;  pulse,  and  afford  other  indications  of  a 

and,lndeed,  it  requires  a  careful  examina-  feeble  circulation,  are  more  liable  thap 

tion  to  enable  the  surgeon  to  understand  others  to  suffer  in  this  manner;  yet  it  is 

that  all  this  strange  distortion  is  but  the  not  very  unusual  to  find  these  symptoms 

xcsnlt  of  the  predominant  action  of  certain  existing    in  combination  with    a  florid 

masdcis,  ana  of  a  long-continued  indul-  countenance  and  a  sufficient  development 

geoce  in  an  nnnatural  position.  of  animal  heat. 

When  the  symptoms  are  referred  to  the  Iq  some  instances  the  joint  to  which  the 
kaee,  they  bear  a  near  resemblance  to  symptoms  are  referred,  and  even  the  whole 
those  which   have  been  just   described,  limb,  is  affected  with  a  remarkable  alterna- 
There  is  great  tenderness  of  the- joint;  but  tioo  of  heat  and  cold.  Thus  in  the  morning 
the  patient  suffers  more  from  pinching  the  the  limb  may  be  cold,  and  of  a  pale  or  pur- 
skin  than  from  pressure,  and  the  morbid  pie  colour,  as  if  there  wore  scarcely  any 
sensibilitv  extends  for  some  distance  up  circulation  of  blood  in  it ;  while  towards 
tha   thigh,  and  down  the  leg.   perhaps  the  afternoon  it  becomes  warm,  and  ia 
as  low  as  the  foot  and  ankle.  The  patient  the  evening  is  actually  hot  to  the  touch, 
aoffers  less  from  an  examination  when  the  with    the    vessels   turrid   and    the  skin 
attention  is  fixed  on  other  matters,  than  shining.    This  state  of  things  is  often  a 
when  it  is  directed  to  the  affected  parts;  source  of  serious  alarm  to  the  patient,  and 
and  she  does  not  usually  complain  when  even  to  the  medical  attendant,  but  I  never 
pKssore  is  made  on  the  heel,  so  as  to  press  knew  it  to  be  followed  by  ill  consequences,  f 
the  articulating  surface  ofthe  tibia  against  The  majority  of  the  patients  thus  af- 
tlbat  of  the  femur,  provided  that  care  be  fected  exhibit  other  proofs  of  their  liabi- 
lakcii  at  thesame  time  to  produoeno  motion  lity  to  hysteria.      Sometimes  they  have 
of  the  Joint.     In  most  instances  the  leg  is  been  subject  to  the  usual  paroxvsms  of 
kept  axtended  on  the  thigh,  whereas,  in  hysteria,  which  have  ceased  on  the  local 
caeas  of  real  disease  in  the  knee  joint,  it  is  aymptoms  showing  themselves ;  and  a  re- 
aeaally  a  little  bent.  These  symptoms  may  currence  of  the  former  has  been  followed 
aontiaiie  without  any  material  alteration  bv  an  abatement  of  the  latter,  or  by  com- 
ioT  «B   iadefiaite  time ;    ibr  weeks,   or  plete  recovery  from  them, 
lanrtl",  even  for  years,  the  joint  retaining  Not  unfrequently  the  origin  of  these 
Its  nalBurai  dze  smd  figure :  but  occasion-  symptoms  may  be  traced  to  a  severe  ilU 
Mj  a  alight  degree  of  tumefisction  is  ob-  ness,  which  has  left  the  patient  in  a  state 
serfsaUe^  especi&ly  on  the  anterior  part,  of  giieat  physical  exhaustion ;   at  other 
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times  they  are  as  clearly  to  be  attributed  subside  gradually  also ;  but  sometimes  it 
to  some  moral  cause  having  a  depressing  is  otherwise^— they  may  ranish  without 
influence  on  the  constitution.  In  like  any  evident  cause.  For  example :  in  the 
manner  the  agency  of  moral  causes,  espe-  year  1884  I  was  consulted  respecting  a 
ciaily  of  those  which  compel  the  patient  young  lady  labouring  under  a  well-marked 
to  make  much  physical  exertion,  often  hysterical  affection,  simulating  disease  of 
leads  to  her  recovery.  But  we  must  not  the  hip-joint  As  she  was  not  a  resident 
be  led  by  this  last-mentioned  circum-  in  London,  I  had  no  opportuni^  of  watch- 
stance  to  adopt  the  harsh  eeoclusion,  that  ing  the  progress  of  the  case,  but  I  have 
these  symptoms  exist  only  in  thoee  who  lately  received  the  following  account  of  it 
are  of  a  fanciful  and  wayward  disposition,  ftom  Dr.  Mortimer,  the  surgeon  of  Has- 
Young  women  of  the  highest  moral  quali-  lar  H«q»ital : — Her  symptoms  had  con- 
ties,  and  of  the  strongest  understanding,  tinned  newly  — alli  u  d  for  nearlv  two 
are  not  exempt  from  these  maladies ;  but  years,  when  one  night,  mm  ^»*»ing  herself 
it  must  at  the  same  time  be  acknowledged  in  bed,  she  said  Uiat  she  had  a  MHar  as 
that  a  cure  is  more  easily  attained  in  them  if  something  had  giTen  way  in  her  hip, 
than  it  is  in  others.  and   from    that  moment  she  was  quite 

Although  there  are  none  of  those  pain-  well, 
ful  and  involuntary  startings  of  the  limbs  Another  young  lady  was  brought  to 
which  occur  in  combination  with  caries  of  London  for  my  opinion  in  October,  1833. 
the  joints,  spasmodic  actions  of  the  mus-  She  also  was  supposed  to  labour  under  a 
cles  of  the  limbs  are  not  uncommon  in  the  disease  of  the  hip-joint  AAer  a  careful 
cases  of  which  I  am  now  speaking.  In  examination  of  her  case,  I  was  satisfied 
some  cases  convulsive  motions  of  the  limbs  that  it  was  one  of  hysterical  affection,  and 
are  produced  b^  pinching,  or  more  lightly  that  there  was  no  actual  disrase  of  the 
touching  the  mteguments.  These  bear  joint  I  recommended  her  to  leave  her 
no  very  distant  resemblance  to  the  move-  couch,  to  which  she  had  been  confined, 
ments  of  chorea ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  and  to  take  exercise,  especially  on  horse, 
notice,  that  they  do  not  occur  if  it  can  be  back.  Being  a  sensible  and  well-disposed 
managed,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  atten-  person,  she  followed  this  advice,  in  spite, 
tion  of  the  patient  should  be  otherwise  I  doubt  not,  of  a  good  deal  of  in- 
directed.  I  have  also  known  them  to  take  convenience  in  Uie  first  instance.  After 
place  independently  of  any  manifest  ex-  the  lapse  of  a  year,  I  received  from  her 
citing  cause.  In  the  case  to  which  I  now  father  the  following  statement  respecting 
more  particularly  refer,  the  limb  was  at  her : — ^*  In  pursuance  of  your  advice,  she 
irregular  periods  evidently  agitated,  so  as  began  to  use  the  limb  more  freely,  but 
almost  to  throw  the  patient  off  her  conch,  with  little  alteration  as  to  pain  and  lame. 

In  these  cases  there  is  always  a  sense  of  ness  until  about  six  weeks  ago,  when,  by 

weakness  in  the  limb,  which  for  obvious  a  fall  of  the  donkey  on  which  she  was 

reasons  becomes  aggravated  in  proportion  riding,  she  was  thrown  over  the  animal's 

as  the  muscles  have  been  for  a  longer  time  head,  standing  on  the  foot  of  the  lame 

in  a  state  of  inaction.    While  the  pain  and  limb,  with  her  weight  upon  it    She  felt 

morbid  sensibility  of  the  jointare^^dually  immediately  what  she  describes  as  a  sud. 

subsiding,  this  sense  of  weakness  increases,  den  snap,  as  if  something  near  the  joint 

until  at  last  it  is  the  predominant  symp-  had  given  way.    This  was  attended  with 

torn.    Under  these  circumstances  the  pa-  a  violent  acute  pain,   which,   however, 

tient  often  says,  "  I  have  no  pain,  but  I  lasted  only  a  short  time.     She  was  re- 

cannot    walk,    because    the    limb    is   so  placed  on  the  donkey,  and  rode  home,  a 

weak."    Weakness  of  the  muscles,  how-  distance  of  four  miles.    To  her  great  sur- 

ever,  is  not  the  only  circumstance  which  prise  the  former  habitual  pain  of  the  limb 

interferes  with  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  had  entirely  discontinued,  and  there  has 

use  of  the  limb  in  these  cases,    llie  tunics  been  no  return  of  it  since.    She  was  able 

of  the  small  blood-vessels,  when  the  limb  to  walk  up  and  down  stairs  without  diffi- 

has  been  long  kept  in  the  horizontal  pos-  culty  or  pain,  and  now  walks  a  considera- 

ture,  seem  to  partake  of  the  condition  of  ble  distance,  using  the  one  leg  as  freely 

the  muscles;  and  when  the  foot  is  first  put  and  as  well  as  the  other.     Her  general 

to  the  ground,  the  skin  assumes  in  conse-  health  is  improving  rapidlv,  although  she 

quence  a  red  colour,  sometimes  amounting  is  still  weak.    There  has  been  no  hysteri- 

to  a  purple  hue,  as  dark  as  that  which,  cal  fit  since  the  accident ;  in  short,  the 

when  limited  to  a  particular  spot,  is  often  cure  has  been  complete."    However,  in 

the  precursor  of  a  vesication.  this  case  the  cure  was  not  permanent. 

The  symptoms  which  have  been    de-  Three  months  afterwards  the  complaint 

scribed  for  the  most  part  come  on  gra-  recurred,  having  the  same  character  as  for- 

dually.     In  the  majority  of  cases  they  mcrly,  except  that  it  was  not  now  com* 
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Irinedy  ts  it  bad  been  in  the  pierions  at-  doubt  as  to  the  real  natare  of  the  disease. 
tack,  with  other  hysterical  symptoms.  She  The  pain  in  the  back  is  not  confined  to  a 
was  at  this  time  on  the  continent,  and  I  siogle  spot,  but  it  extends  to  different  re- 
have  not  heard  the  result  of  the  case.  gions  of  the  spine,  and  it  not  unfrequently 

shifts  its  place  from  one  part  to  another. 
I  have  hitherto  described  these  cases  as  'phe  tenderness  of  the  spine  is  peculiar. 
if  the  symptoms  were  peculiar  to  the  fe<  xhe  morbid  sensibility  is  chiefly  in  the 
male  sex ;  but  it  is  not  so  in  reality;  and  ^Y\n,  and  the  patient,  for  the  most  part, 
I  hkwe  known  several  (thoogh  by  compa-  flinches  more  when  the  skin  is  even 
rijon  certainly  rare)  instances  of  males  slightly  pinched,  than  when  pressure  is 
being  affected  in  the  same  manner.  I  em-  made  on  the  vertebrae  themselves.  The 
ploy  the  term  hvsteria  because  it  is  in  com-_  p(un  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  more  se. 
jBon  use,  and  because  it  would  be  incon-  y^re  than  in  those  of  real  vertebral  dis- 
Tenient  to  change  it  for  another;  but  the  ease;  and  the  spasms  of  the  muscles  have 
etymology  of  it  is  undoubtedly  calculated  n  near  resemblance  to  those  of  chorea. 
to  lead  to  a  great  misapprehension  with  where  there  is  paralysis,  or  a  tendency  to 
respect  to  the  pathology  of  that  disease,  paralysis,  it  is  quite  different  from  what 
It  belongs  not  to  the  uterus,  but  to  the  j,  observed  in  cases  of  pressure  on  the  spi- 
nervous  system ;  and  there  is  no  one  who  mj  cord  or  brain ;  and  I  may  take  this 
is  mudi  engaged  either  in  medical  or  in  opportunity  of  observing,  with  respect  to 
surgical  practice,  who  will  not  be  able  to  hysterical  paralysis  generally,  that  it  has 
bear  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  Syden-  (his  peculiarity — it  is  not  that  the  muscles  are 
iiam's  observation  on  this  subject:-^  incapable rf obeying  the  act  of  volitiony  but  that 
**  QtUsnatmo  nan  paud  ex  iif  virit  qui  vitam  |^  Junction  of  volition  is  not  exercised.  The 
lifgvstes  jo&'terfftm,  chartts  tolsnt  impallescere  accuracy  of  this  observation  will,  if  I  am 
Mem  wurbo  tentantur."  not  much  mistaken,  be  acknowledged  by 

all  those  who  are  at  the  pains  of  studying 
Hysterical  affections,  in  which  the  symp-  these  cases  with  the  attention  which  they 
toms  are  referred  to  the  spine,  are  of  very  go  well  deserve;  and  the  importance  of  it 
fineqnent  occurrence.  Such  cases  are,  in  in  medical  and  surgical  practice  is  suffi- 
many  instances,  mistaken  for  those  of  ul-  ciently  obvious.  There  are  still  other  cir- 
eeration  of  the  intervertebral  cartilages  cumstances  which  may  assist  us  in  form- 
and  bodies  of  the  vertebrsB ;  and  in  conse-     ing  our  judgment ;  such  as  the  general 

Suenoe  of  this  unfovtnnate  impression  on  aspect  of  the  patient,  and  her  condition  in 
be  minds  of  the  medical  attendants,  I  otner  respects ;  her  time  of  life;  the  state 
have  known  not  a  few,  but  very  numerous,  of  the  menstruation;  and  especially  the 
instances  ofyoung  ladies  being  condemned  liability  to  the  more  common  hysterical 
to  the  horizontal  posture,  and  even  to  the    affection. 

torture  of  caustic  issues  and  setons,  for  Patients  with  a  weak  pulse,  and 
several  successive  years,  in  whom  air  and  ^old  hands  and  feet,  are,  on  the  whole, 
exercise,  and  cheerful  occupations,  would  more  liable  to  suffer  in  this  manner  than 
probably  have  produced  a  cure  in  the  other  persons.  But  this  is  almost  a  need- 
course  of  a  few  months.  less  repetition.  It  would  be  sufficient  for 
In  these  cases  the  patient  complains  of  me  to  refer  to  what  I  have  already  stated 
pain  and  tenderness  of  the  back,  to  which  in  speaking  of  hysterical  affections  simu- 
one  or  more  of  the  following  symptoms  lating  diseases  oi  the  joints  of  the  extre- 
may  be  snperadiied  as  those  which  chiefly     mities. 

tend  to  mislead  the  medical  or  surgiciu        i  have  frequently  known   surgeons  to 
attendant:  —  Pains  in  the  limbs,  espe-     apply  a  hot  sponge  to  the  spine,  believing 
dally  in  the  lower  limbs;  a  sense  of  con-    that  if  the  patient  complained  of  pain  on 
stfiction  of  the  chest ;  involuntary  spasms     the  application,  this  was  a  proof  of  the 
of   the   muscles,   sometimes  induced  by     existence  of  caries.    My  own  experience 
change  of  position,  at  other  times  recur-    leads  me  to  believe  that  a  patient  who  la- 
ling  without  any  very  evident  cause ;  a    hours  under  a  nervous  pain  of  the  back 
sense  of  weakness  in  the  lower  limbs,  so     will  complain  of  the  hot  sponge  even  more 
^  that  they  are  scarcely  capable  of  support-     than  one  in  whom  real  disease  exists.      I 
.  ing  the  weight  of  the  body;  and  even  ac-     mention  this  trifling  matter,  that  you  may 
tual  paralysis ;  difficulty  of  voiding  the    avoid  being  misled  by  it  in  your  diagnosis. 
Brine.    When  the  patient  first  complains 
of  pain  in  the  back,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged  that  there  is  some  difficulty  in  --'- 
forming  a  positive  diagnosis ;  bat  the  dif- 
iicolty  vanishes  afterwards,  so  that  none 
bat  a  ioperficial  observer  can  have  any 
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NEW-FANGLED  DOCTRINES  fearleiily  admipii tered,  tfaa  streagtli  will 

fc««PFrTiNo  THE  TREATMENT  OP  iNPi  AM  P^^tt^^y  mcTcaie,  wbUo  Um  imUbiUtj 

fcESPECTiNo  THE  TREATMENT  OP  iNFLAM-  ^j  consequent feTCF  wUl  be  propoTtioiiaUj 

MATioN.  diminwheo. 

.^   ^L    vj-*        r  *!.    ■#  J-     in      *A  The  medicinal  treatment,  we  are  told. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  aepends  much  upon  the  character  of  the 

Sir,  inflammatory  fe?er.     When  the  general 


At  a  time  like  the  present,  when  every  circulation  is  inordinately  increased, 

thing  around  us  appears  to  be  undergoing  a  when  considerable  pyrexia  attends  mb- 

change — ^when    long    cherished    medical  acute  inflammation,  sedative  mcdiciaes, 

theories  and  modes  of  practice  are  aban-  such  as  tartarized  antimonT  and  digitalii^ 

doned  by  some,  and  looked  upon  with  are    recommended,    though    upon    what 

acorn — it  becomes,  I  think,  the  duty  of  pro-  principle  it  is  difficult  to  imagine;   for 

fessional   men    to  make    such  strictures  every  one  muat,  I  think,  perceive,  if  it  be 

upon  the  new-fangled  principles  and  opi-  ri^ht,  in  the  dietetic  treatment  of  the  oon- 

nions  of  the  age,  as  they  may  think  likely  stitution,  to  increase  the  general  eirenla- 

to  be  productive  of  benefit  to  the  profession,  tion,    by   the   fearless  administratioB    of 

and  to  their  fellow-creatures.      I  shall,  milk,  l>eer,  wine   and  water,  eggs,  and 

therefore,  without  further  preamble,  pro-  g:ood  broth,  that  it  cannot  at  tlie  same 

ceed  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a  paper  time  be  proper,  in  the  medicinal  treatment, 

which  was  published  a  short  time  ago,  in  to  lower  the  vascvlar  action  by  means 

a  contemporary  journal,  by  Mr.  Searle,  of  of  tartarized  antimony  and  digitalis.   Bat 

Kennington,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  it  happens  that  this  treatment  can  seldom 

show  that  the  practice  usually  followed  in  .  be  put  into  execution ;  for  when  emetic 

the  treatment  of  acute  inflammatory  dis-  tartar  is  given  in  doses  sufficiently  large  to 

eases,  being  founded  upon  erroneous  prin-  produce  a  sedative  effect,  it  never  &itf,  at 

ciples,  is  absurd,  and  therefore  ought  to  the  same  time,  to  cause  severe  nausea;  so 

be  abandoned.  that  when  a  patient  is  under  the  inflaence 

Mr.  Searle  sets  out  by  pronouncing  a  of  that  medicine,  his  stomach,  which  must 

terrible  condemnation  upon  the  antiphlo-  be  in  a  very  unfit  state  to  receive  eggs  and 

gistic  plan  of  treatment.    He  then  lays  broth,  will  necessarily  rebel  against  thoM 

down  certain  rules  for  the  treatment  of  in-  good  things,  and  either  refuse  them  admit- 

flammatory  diseases,  which,  he  says,  are  tance,  or  eject  them  soon  after  their  en. 

confounded  <<  in  science,  in  reason,  and  in  trance.    As  far,  therefore,  as  regards  the 

nature,'*  and  in  doing  so,  he  divides  the  constitution,  it  must,  I  think,  be  plain 

treatment  into  what  he  calls  the  treatment  tiiat  the  treatment  recommended  for  it  by 

of  the  constitution,  and  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Searie  is  inconsistent,  and  often  im- 

the  local  disease.     Under  the  head  of  the  practicable. 

treatment  of  the  constitution,  we  are  told  Under  the  head  of  the  treatment  of  the 
that  the  predisposing  cause  of  inflamma-  local  disease,  we  are  told  that  it  is  some- 
tory  fever  being  either  a  reduced  or  a  low  times  necessary  to  depress  and  sometimes 
grade  of  muscular  power,  in  order  to  pre-  to  raise  the  circulation.  The  vascular  ae- 
vent  its  accession,  depletory  means,  which  tion  is  to  be  depressed  by  means  of  tar- 
considerably  diminish  that  power,  should  tarized  antimony,  when  inflammation  has 
be  carefully  avoided ;  that  the  diet  should  been  caused  by  excitement  of  the  general 
be  nutritions,  without  being  unnecessarily  circulation ;  but  this  is  nothing  more  than 
stimulating;  and  that  exercise,  which  is  a  the  practice  which  is  recommended  for 
salutary  mode  of  preventing  pyrexia,  may  the  treatment  of  the  constitution.  The 
be  had  recourse  to  in  many  cases  during  vascular  action  is  to  be  raised  when  ia. 
the  first,  and  after  the  latter  stages  of^  in-  flammation  of  an  internal  organ  has  been 
temal  inflammation.  bronght  on  by  any  considerable  depressioD 

When  inflammatory  fever  has  com-  of  the  circulation,  as  when  the  surface 
menced,  measures  for  the  removal  of  its  and  extremities  of  the  body  have  been  ex- 
predisposing  cause,  similar  to  the  above,  posed  for  several  hours  to  wet  and  cold. 
which  are  recommended  for  the  prevention  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  sodorifics. 


of  the  fever,  Mr.  Searle  says  ought  to  be  baths,    flannel   clothing,   and    whatever 

adopted,  limited  only  by  the  disabilitv  of  excites  the    general  circulation,  are  re- 

the  patient  to  pursue  them  so  fully.    Aai-  commended ;  and  when  the  feet  retnain 

mal  food  in  a  solid  form,  he  states,  cannot,  cold,  and  the  circulation  continues  Um- 

in  general,  be  taken,  if  Uie  fever  be  acute,  ^id,  blisters  or  sinapisms  to  the  patiealfs 

but  **  milk,  whey,  beer,  wine  and  water,  insteps,  and  diffusible  stimulants,  beooflM, 

eggs,  or  good  broth,  can  be  taken  in  small  Mr.  Searle  states,  indispensable,  in  order 

ouantities,  and  frequently;"  and  he  adds,  to  raise  the  general  circulation  ''to  tbe 

that  if  nourishment  be  judiciously  and  letei   of  that   in    the  anflanied  MgaD," 
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trtiefvby  he  thinki  thut  the  ■apeimbund-  Bat  Mr.  8earle  strenuoiMly  oppotes  tbo 
aat  quantity  of  blood  which  exists  in  the  antiphloffistic  plan  of  treatment,  on  the 
diteued  part  will  be  reduced.  ground  that  it  consists  of  lowering  mea- 
But  let  ns  suppose  the  internal  organ  sures ;  and  yet  he  says  that  the  circula- 
which  is  affected  to  be  the  intestinal  tube,  tion  ought  sometimes  to  be  lowered,  ac- 
IVhat,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  would  be  the  cording  to  the  primary  cause  which  has 
effect  of  Mr.  S€ttrle*s  stimulating  plan  of  given  rise  to  the  inflammation.  What  is 
treatment,  provided  it  could  be  followed,  this  but  antiphlogistic  treatment  ?  Surely, 
which  will  seldom  be  the  case,  because,  in  when  we  lower  the  circulation,  we  do  so 
acute  enteritis,  the  stomach  is  frequently  by  antiphlogistic  means^ — by  means  which, 
•o  irritable  that  it  ejects  every  thing?  But  we  arc  told,  are  opposed  to  Mr.  Searle's 
admitting  that  diffusible  stimulants  could  views,  and  which,  he  says,  often  destroy 
in  such  a  case  be  taken  by  the  patient,  life  when  the  disease  would  not.  But,  if 
•ad  Xtpt  in  the  stomach,  what,  I  ask,  inflammation  ought  always  to  be  treated 
wonld  be  thdr  immediate  effect  ?  In  eon-  according  to  its  primary  cause,  when  that 
■BfBeace  of  the  general  circulation  being  cause  can  be  discovered,  and  if  the  pri- 
msed,  the  vaicnlar  action  in  the  extie-  mary  causes  of  inflammation  be  numerous, 
mitiee  and  outer  snrfiice  of  the  body  wonld  and  some  even  of  apposite  nature,  as  Mr. 
be  incieaeed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  and  Searle  admits,  it  follows  that  the  treat- 
in  the  aame  ratio,  the  action  of  the  larger  ment  must  vary  according  to  the  primary 
vteeele  in  the  diseased  part ;  for  I  do  not  cause,  and,  therefore,  that  antiphlogistic 
agree  with  Mr.  Searle  in  opinion,  that,  by  measures  cannot  always  be  improper.  For 
incieasing  the  general  circulation,  we  instance,  when  an  inflammatory  disease 
draw  the  blood,  as  it  were,  from  the  dis-  has  been  brought  on  by  a  cause  the  very 
eased  over-loaded  organ  into  the  extre-  opposite  to  one  which  would  excite  an  in- 
mities  and  outer  surface  of  the  body.  No;  flammation,  for  the  removal  of  which  sti- 
wlien  the  general  circulation  is  increased,  mulants  are  requisite,  the  antiphlogistic 
the  hlood  is  propelled,  with  increased  or  lowering  treatment,  in  such  a  case, 
foieey  throaghont  the  whole  of  the  body,  must,  for  obvious  reasons,  be  the  only 
andy  therefore,  as  diffusible  stimulants  arc  treatment  which  could  be  had  recourse  to 
general  stimulants,  and  exert  no  specific  with  any  thing  like  a  rational  prospect  of 
local  influence,  to  whatever  extent  the  cir-  success. 

culation  may  in  any  one  part  of  tlie  body  But  Mr.  Searle  will  not  admit  this.    Ho 

be  laieed  through  their  agency,  it  will  to  seems  to  have  a  strange  antipathy  to  the 

the  same  extent  be  rais^  in  the  larger  words  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  only 

▼emels  of  the  diseased  organ,  above  the  eUtte  to  the  vordt;  for  he  admits,  as  has  been 

in  which  it  was  before  these  medicines  shown,    the  principle  upon  which    that 

were  administered ;  so  that  if  this  view  be  plan  of  treatment    is  founded,  and  yet, 

comet,  it  deariy  follows,  that  to  give  dif-  when  it  is  calied  antiphlogistic,  his  lan- 

faeilkle  stimnlaats  in  a  case  like  the  one  guage  respecting  it,  from  the  beginning  to 

now  nnder  consideration,  vrould  only  be  to  the  end  of  his  paper,  is  the  language  of 

add  fnel  to  a  raging  flame.  condemnation ;  indeed  he  goes  so  far  as  to 

But  if  we  were  to  adopt  a  different  say,  that  "  inflammation,  like  fever,  is  a 

practice:   if,  instead  of  giving  difi^sible  bugbear;'*   that  the  strict  antiphlogistic 

stimulants,  we  were  to  open  a  vein,  and  to  system  of  treatment  is  always  injurious, 

take  awair  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  and  and  always  of  fatal  tendency ;  and  that  its 

if  the  pulse,  soon  after  this,  were  to  rise  measures  are  tenfold  more  terrific  than  the 

and  become  fuller,  as  it  generally  does  disease  itself. 

after  bleeding  in  enteritis,  we  should  in  Will  it  be  believed  that  this  is  the  Ian- 

this  way  not  only  increase  the  vascular  ac-  guage  of  a  British  surgeon  in  the  year 

tion  in  the  extremities  and  onter  surface  1836  ?    Surely  some  sort  of  a  professional 

of  the  body,  but,  at  the  same  time,  lessen  mania  has  broken  out  in  the  land.    One 

the  determination  to  the  bowels,  by  re-  man  tells  us  that  fractured  thigh-bones 

moving    from    the    body  a  considerable  may  be  cured,  in  an  amazingly  short  space 

quantity  of  that  very  fluid,  the  presence  of  of  time,  by  merely  placing  the  patients  in 

which,  in  the  diseased  TNurt,  is  the  imme-  an  easy  position  on  a  bed,  and  leaving 

diate  cause  of  the  inflammation.    This,  them  to  nature  and  a  pillow;  another, 

which  is  the  practice  of  the  present  day,  is  that  a  few  infinitessimal  ooses  of  common 

a  practice  founded  npon  reason  ;  it  is  a  sulphur,  each  dose  not  being  larger  than  a 

praetioe  which  experience  has  led  ns  to  bUUonth  part  of  a  grain,  will  work  wonders 

adopt;  and  it  is  a  practice  which,  not-  in  removing  some  diseases  over  which  no 

witnstanding  Mr.  Searle's  objections,  will  other  kind  of  medicine  would  have  any 

continue  to  lie  followed  by  all  judicious  power;  and  a  third  soberly  and  seriously 

physfoans  so  long  as  the  nature  of  inflam-  states,    that    the    antiphlogistic  plan  of 

nation  remains  unchanged,  treatment,  in  acute  inflammatory  oiseases. 
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ougfit  to  be  carefully  avoided— that  if  it  fill  the  ritaation  of  medical  officer  of  this 

were,  for  the  first  time,  proposed  for  the  Union. 

consideration  of  the  profesion,  in  this  en*  *'  The  Union  consists  of  the  following 
lightened  age,  it  would  be  treated  with  parishes: — Leighton  Buzzard,  Billington, 
deserved  contempt— and  that  if  Hippo-  Egginton,  Heath  and  Reach,  and  Stan- 
crates  were  to  rise  up  from  his  grave,  and  bridge,  in  Beds,  —  and  Edlesborongh, 
to  hear  of  nothing  but  the  antiphlogistic  Ivinghoe,  Slapton,  Orove,  Wing,  Lin- 
treatment,  he  would  offer  a  woful  lament  slade,  Soulbury,  Cheddington,  Martmore, 
for  mankind,becausetwentv.two  centuries  and  Stoke  Hammond,  in  Bucks  ;  and 
have  produced,  in  the  chief  department  of  comprises  a  population  of  11, 800  persons, 
medical  practice,  nothing  better  than  a  **  The  gentleman  appointed  will  be  re- 
rule  without  a  reason.  Surely,  after  this,  quired  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  at- 
no  one  will  doubt  that  some  such  malady  tention  to  the  duties  of  his  situation, 
as  the  above-mentioned  is  spreading  which  will  comprise,  amongst « other 
amongst  us,  and  that  if  it  continue,  it  may  thin^,  due  and  punctual  attendance  in  all 
be  attended  with  direful  consequences.  medical,  surgical,  and  midwifery  cases, 

I  should  not,  however,  have  taken  any  and  vaccination  for  all  paupers;  and  he  will 
notice  of  Mr.  Searie's  opinion  respecting  provide,  at  his  own  cost,  all  medicine, 
the  treatment  of  inflammatory  diseases,  drugs,  and  medical  and  surgical  requisites, 
had  his  paper  not  been  published  in  a  &c.,  trusses  excepted.  He  will  be  required 
journal  which  is  pretty  extensively  circu-  to  enter  on  his  duties  on  the  1st  of  Decern- 
la  ted,  particularly  among  the  junior  niem-  her  next,  and  to  reside  in  the  workhouse 
bers  of  the  profession ;  but,  seeing  that  it  at  Leighton  Buzzard,  where  apartments 
holds  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  Lancet,  (unfurnished)  and  stable-room  will  be  pro- 
and  fearing,  on  that  account,  that  some  vided  for  his  accommodation, 
may  suppose  the  stimulating  part  of  Mr.  '*  The  salary  will  be  2001,  a  year. 
Searie's  practice  to  be  approved  of  by  the  **  Testimonials  of  qualification,  charac- 
conductors  of  that  work,  which  perhaps  is  ter,  &c.,  accompanied  by  a  letter,  stating 
the  case,  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  the  age  of  the  applicant,  and  whether  he 
lift  up  my  voice  ac^nst  it.  If  the  above  be  married  or  single,  to  be  sent,  flree  of 
observations  should  act  as  a  caveat,  and  postage,  addressed  to  the  Clerk  to  the 
be  instrumental  in  causing  any  of  my  Board  of  Guardians,  Leighton  Buzzard, 
young  professional  brethren  to  pause  and  on  or  before  the  20th  Octoner,  instant, 
think  before  they  adopt  a  practice  which  '*  The  Guardians,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
every  man  of  experience  must  know  to  be  Board,  on  the  following  day,  propose  to 
fraught  with  danger,  the  object  which  I  select  from  the  gentlemen  sending  in  testi- 
have  in  view,  in  forwarding  this  letter  monials,  three  applicants,  who,  on  reoeiv- 
for  publication  in  your  truly  excellent  ing  an  intimation  to  that  effect,  will  be  ex- 
journal,  will  be  accomplished. — 1  have  the  pected  to  attend  in  person  at  the  next 
the  honour  to  be,  sir,  meeting,  when  it  is  intended  that  the  ap- 
Your  constant  reader,  pointment  shall  take  place. 

And  most  obedient  servant,  "  The  Board,  however,  do  not  pledge 

Investigator.  themselves  to  elect  any  applicant,  unless 

London,  Oct.  17, 1836.  ^°1^J  satisfied  of  his  eligibility. 


"  Leighton  Bustard,  Beds. 
Oct.  1, 1886.'* 
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LAW  UNIONS.  ^°  ^®  ^^^  place,  I  cannot  but  observe 

how  firmly  resolved  these  gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  are,  to  appoint  no  one 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,    f  ^^V'  '^"'fl^"  ^.^^"  not  duly  qualified 

for  the  office — will  devote  his  whole  time 

Sir,  to  its  numerous  duties — and  can  produce 

Will  you  permit  me,  through  the  medium  testimonials  favourable  to  his  character, 
of  your  Gazette,  to  make  a  few  observa-        ^^^  ^^  *^"  "  exceedingly  proper— no 

tions    on    the    following    advertisement,  ®"*®  ^^  dispute  it;    but  supposing  any 

which  has  lately  appeared  in  the  Northamp.  "prgeon,  possessing  th^  reouisite  qualifica- 

Um  Mercury?  tions,  were  capable  of  fulfilling  the  duties 

of  the  situation  (which  I  am  confident  the 

"  Leighton  Buzzard  Union.  physical  powers  of  no  one  man  in  existence 

"  To  Medical  Gentlemen.  *15^"^  ^®)'  ^^"^  is  he  to  be  remunerated  ? 

urpu    n     -J    i.^       ^.  .    .  "  The  salary  wiU  be  200/.  a  year."    How 

1  he  Uoard  of  Guardians  are  desirous  of  very  inadequate  a  sum  for  providing  medi- 

receiving  ajpplications  from  medical  sen-  cal  and  surgical  attendance— medicines  of 

Uemen,  duly  qualified,  who  may  wish  to  aH  descriptions,  and  attendance  on  mid- 
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wifery  cases,  for  a  population  of  1]»800    may  be:  he  has  taken  the  anion, and  must 

persons,  extended  throu)<h  fifteen  country  abide  the  consequences.     Of  this  I   have 

parishes !  I  am  not  acquainted  with  Leigh-  myself  rery  lately  had  proof.     But  do  not 

ton  Buzzard, or  its  neighbourhood ;  but  I  mistake  me;  I  have  not  taken  an  union, 

know   well  what   a  country  practice  is,  nor  will  I  take  one.    The  case  I  allude  to 

having  been  engaged  in  one  for  the  last  is  briefly  as  follows : — A  neighbouring  sur- 

five-and-tweoty  years.     Why,  sir,  the  mid-  geon,  having  a  pauper  patient  in  a  very 

wifeiy  alone,  extended  over  so  wide  a  dis-  dangerous  state,  sent  for  me  to  consult 

trict,  would  be  far  more  than  any  one  per*  with  him  on  the  propriety  of  an  operation. 

SOD  conld  accomplish:  the  number  of  cases  I   attended,  at  a  distance  of  about  five 

OGcarring    annually  would  probably    be  miles  from  my  own  home;  the  operation 

from  twen ty- seven  to  thirty  for  every  thou •  was  decided  on,    and  immediately    per- 

sand  of  the  population.    Can  any  person,  formed.    The  Board  of  Gurdians  referred 

having  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  fre-  the  case  to  the  Poor- Law  Commissioners 

;|uent,  vexatious,  though  unavoidable,  de-  in  London,  who  immediately  refused  to 

ays  incident  to  midwifery  practice,  ima-  sanction  any  payment  whatever, 

gine  it  possible  for  any  one  individual  to  But  supposing  it  possible  for  any  one 

attend  annnally  between  300  and  400  ac-  man  to  accomplish  the  duties  required, 

couchements,    scattered    through    fifteen  how  very  paltry  the  remuneration !    Two 

country  parishes? — an  average  of  nearly  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  a  man 

one  case  every  day !    I  can  picture  to  my.  who  has  gone  through  the  whole  routine 

self  the  poor  fellow,    after  riding  hard  of  his  medical  education,  and,  by  ])assing 

through  a  dreary  winter's  day,  returning,  his  examinations,  proved  himself  qualified 

not  to  a  quiet  comfu^able  home  and  a  for  practice !     I  hope  the  various  lecturers 

happy  domestic  circl^  but  to  his  solitary  in  London,  when  they  give  the  farewell 

apartment  in  a  parish  workhouse :  there  address  to  their  pupils  at  the  close  of  their 

be  tits  in  solitude,  but  not  in  quiet ;  for  several  courses  of  lectures,  will  not  fail  to 

constantly  is  he  assailed  by  the  ceaseless  set  forth,  in  proper  colours,  the  various 

din  of  its  clamorous  inmates ; — in  despair  benefits  arising  from  a  Poor- Law  Union. 

be  retires  to  his  conch,  but  scarcely  has  he  I  hope  the  President  of  the  Royal  College 

stretched  his  weary  limbs,  and  closed  his  of  Surgeons,  when  the  oath  in  which  they 

rin  slumber,  ere  a  loud  knocking  at  swear  to  promote  the  dignity  and  welfare 

outer  gate,  accompanied  by  an  impa-  of  the  College  is  administered  to  the  can- 

tient  shou^  rouses  bim  from  a  momentary  didates  for  the  diploma,  will  not  fail  to  in- 

oUivion :  again  must  he  mount  his  already  form  him,  that,  if  they  conduct  themselves 

jaded  steed — again  must  he  brave  the  in-  fairly  and  honourably  in  the  practice  of 

demencies  of  a  winter's  night,  and  plunge  their  profession,  they  may,  in  due  time,  ex- 

tbrongh  the  mud  of  numerous  intricate  pect  to  be  promoted  to  the  enviable  situa- 

lanes,  the  only  path  to  some  wretched  cot-  tion  of  an  Union  surgeon;    that  should 

tage  four  or  five  miles  distant     Here  he  is  they  be  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the 

compelled  to  vuiit  the  event  of  a  tedious  Leighton    Buzzard    appointment,    after 

ease,  not  unattended  with  hazard ;  seated  they  are  completely  worn  out  with  its  ar- 

by  the  side  of  a  smoky  fire,  he  rests  his  dnous  duties,  they  may  probably  be  pcr- 

bead  against  a  pillow  fastened  to  the  wall  mittcd  an  asylum  in  the  workhouse;  and, 

by  a  fork  to  prevent  its  falling,  andendea-  after  a  life  of  ceaseless  toil,  finally  close 

vours  to  procure  a  little  sleep.    Morning  their  eves  to  this  world,  stretched  on  a 

at  length  arrives,  but  his  patient   must  miserable  pallet  in  a  ward  crowded  with 

not  be  left:  anxiously  he  considers  how  paupers. 

be    shall  get   througn  the    various    dn-  But  to  resume:  the  poor  ought  to  bo 

ticfl  of  the  coming  day.     In  the   midst  attended,  during  any  illness  with  which 

of  his  deliberations  a  hasty  messenger,  they  may  be  afflicted,  by  properly  educat- 

mounted  on  a  panting  cart-horse,  demands  ed    and   duly    authorizea     practitioners, 

bis  immediate  attendance  in  an  opposite  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 

part  of  the  Union.    What  can  he  do  ? —  geons,  at  a  good  and  sufficient  salary,  who 

now  it  he  to  proceed  ?     His  misery  is  should  not  be  compelled  to  undertake  an 

complete ; — ^no,  far  otherwise :   before  he  immense  district,  and  forego  all  the  advan- 

has  time  to  reply  to  the  last  messenger,  tages  of  private  practice.    The  districts 

another  arrives  with  the  intelligence  that  should  in  all  cases  be  small,  and  manage- 

a  man  has  been  run  over  by  a  waggon,  able;  if  to  the  exclusion  of  private  busi- 

(bat  bis  tbigh  is  broken,  ana  that  he  lies  ness,  the  salary  should  be  much  larger  than 
bleeding  at  a  public-house  about  three  *  where  private  practice  is  permitted.    But, 

miica  mstant.    Where  shall  he  look  for  in  each  instance,  the  surgeon  should  be 

asiiataDce  ?      The    neighbouring   practi-  allowed,  in  urgent  cases,  to  call  in  the  as- 

tiaoen  wHl  not  afford  it ;  if  they  do,  the  sistance  of  a  neighbouring  practitioner, 

Board  of  Ouardians  will  not  pay  them  for  who  should  be  properly  remunerated  for 

their  ezortions,  however  urgent  the  case  his  services. 
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I  ha?e  often  wished  that  parish  surgeons 
were  iq>pointed  and  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment. Why  not  have  government  sur- 
geons to  paries,  as  well  as  to  ships  and 
to  regiments  ?  How  very  differently,  and 
how  very  easily,  would  the  business  bm 
Bianaged.  Take  the  Leighton  Bnzzard 
Uniou,  with  its  population  of  11^800  per^ 
sons,  for  instance.  The  Guardians  pro- 
pose to  elect  one  surgeon,  with  a  salary  of 
200/.  a  year,  and  i^artments  in  the  Work- 
house. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  look  to  the  navy,  and 
see  how  the  aflSoir  is  managed  in  tlwt  ser- 
vice. The  crew  of  a  first-rate  ship  of  war, 
including  officers,  is  900  persons;  there- 
fore, the  crews  of  thirteen  first-rate  ships 
would  be  1 1,700  persons,  100  less  than  the 
Leighton  Buzzard  Union.  All  medicines 
are  provided  by  government.  Every  ship 
is  allowed  one  surgeon  and  three  assistant- 
surgeons,  all  of  whom  are  duly  qualified 
for  navflkl  practice; — and  bow  are  these 
gentlemen  paid  ?  The  ship  is  their  home, 
and  they  have  the  ship's  allowance  of  pro- 
visions:  if  they  think  proper  to  keep  a 
more  luxurious  table,  they  are  at  liberty  so 
to  do.  The  net  annual  pay  of  a  surgeon 
is  \69L  9$.  4d,  in  all  rates:  any  increase  of 
pay  depends  upon  length  of  service,  and 
not  on  the  size  of  the  ship.  The  net  an- 
nual pay  of  an  assistant  surgeon  is 
119/.  12c.  in  all  rates;  consequently — 

£      f.   d. 

The  annual  pay  of  13  surgeons 

wUlbe 2073    I    4 

The  annual  pay  of  39  assis- 
tant-surgeons (three  to  each 
ship)    4664    8    0 

Total  annual  pay  of  the  medi. 
cal  officers  oi  13  first  rate 
ships  of  war,  containing  100 
individuals  less  than  the 
Leighton  Buzzard  Union, 

for  which  200/.  per  annum  — — 

isoffered 6737    9    4 

I  am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
pay  and  allowances  of  the  army  surgeons 
and  assistants;  but  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  difference  is  not  great :  I 
know  there  is  an  allowance  for  the  keep  of 
a  horse.— I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

An  Old  Navt  SuaocoN. 

Oct.  39,  1886. 


>^«*«««w«^ 


tioned  on  the  anthor&tj  of  WepAr,  In 

which  it  is  stated,  bo^  itt  my  Essay  and 

in  the  OAunrB,  die  disease  proved  fatal 

in  ih09g  Mfauites.    This  is  a  misprint    It 

riMmid  have  been  ihiiiy  minutes,  and  stands 

•orreeted  thus  in  the  "  Corrieenda."    As 

the  error  makes  a  considerable  differenee 

ia^he  case,  yon  will  oblige  me  by  noticing 

iL — I  am,  sir, 

Yonr  obedient  servant. 

T.  B.  CuaLiMQ. 

Moai^  Pla«e,  London  Hospital, 
October  81,  1836. 


PATHOLOGY  OF  EPILEPSY. 

DR    SEYMOUR'S  LECTURE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

Your  Gazette  of  Saturday  last  contains 
a  report  of  a  dinidl  lecture  by  Dr.  Sej. 
mour,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  Wen- 
Zeis  published  a  work  some  years  ago,  in 
whicn  30  cases  of  that  disease  are  men- 
tioned, and  "  in  every  one  of  th^  there 
was  more  or  less  disesise  of  the  cerebellum,'* 
Dr.  John  Sims*  pointed  out  an  error  in 
this  statement,  and  ascribed  the  mistake 
to  the  circumstance  of  the  word  **  himan- 
hang"  (pituitary  gland),  having  been  in- 
correctly translated  "  oervelet,'*  in  a  French 
Teraioa  of  Wensel's  work,  with  which 
English  writers  were  better  acquainted 
than  with  the  original. 

If  Dr.  Sims'  remarks  were  correet  (and 
I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  been  con- 
tradicted), it  is  desirable  that  -Uie  error 
should  not  be  propagated  by  so  respectable 
an  authority  as  Dr.  Seymour's. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Bermarp. 

[OheUcnham,  Nov.  1 ,  1836.] 
CASE  OP 

EXTENSIVE   AND  DEEP-SEATED 
INJURY  OF  THE  BRAIN, 

Unattended  by  mny  ditturbanee  of  the  faietfsety 
and  terminating  favourably, 

Br  James  Couper,  Jun.  M.D. 
Of  Netr  CAstle,  DeUwsre. 


TETANUS. 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  CURLING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUe, 

Sir, 
■In  the  notice  of  my  work  on  Tetanus  in 
your  last  number,  you  refer  to  a  case  men* 


On  the  13th  of  September,  1885,  at  W 
o'clock  in  the  mominflr,  a  son  of  Mr.  Allen 
of  this  neigbbourbooG,  three  and  a  half 
years  old,  of  full  size  and  perfect  health, 
elimbed  to  the  top  of  a  fence  foot  foet 

•  See  MsviCAL  Oasbtts,  Dec.  18,  1899. 
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* 

eight  indies  in  height,  and  when  there  lost  were  readily  defeated  by  prompt  and  cffi- 
his  balance,  and  fell  headlong  on  the  op.  cient  depletory  measures.  A  slight  dis- 
posite  side.  On  that  side  of  the  fence  charge  continued  to  flow  from  the  wound 
there  happened  to  be  a  pile  of  weather,  for  about  a  week,  and  then  ceased  entirely, 
boards,  which  had  been  taken  from  an  old  The  paralysis  has  passed  off  regularly,  but 
bnildiag.  One  of  them  rested  on  the  slowly.  At  this  time  (five  months  from 
ground,  and  extended  to  the  spot  upon  the  date  of  the  accident),  although  the 
which  he  fell.  Itwas  so  firmly  fixed  by  the  child  runs  about  as  usual,  and  exercises 
weight  of  boards  above  it,  as  to  be  incapa-  constantly  and  very  freely  without  diffi- 
ble  of  yielding  to  the  impulse  of  a  body  culty,  there  remains  a  slight  general  weak- 
falling  on  it,  and  througn  the  end  of  it  ness  of  the  arm,  with  a  degree  of  defect  in 
the  sharp  extremity  of  tiwrmight  nail  pro.  the  power  of  the  flexor  and  adductor  mus. 
Jected.  In  falling,  the  head  of  the  child  cles  of  the  thigh  of  the  affected  side.  The 
stmck  upon  this  nail.  Its  point  entered  treatment  of  this  case,  in  which  I  was 
the  riffht  parietal  bone,  iust  behind  the  aided  in  consultation  by  Dr.  Baker,  of 
central  point  of  the  right  half  of  the  coro-  Wilmington,  consisted  in  the  diligent  use 
nal  suture,  and  at  the  distance  of  half  an  of  free  general  and  local  depletion,  toge- 
iwttk  from  it.  Its  direction  was,  from  the  ther  with  those  other  measures  by  which 
point  of  entrance,  towards  the  centre  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  may  be  pre- 
the  base  of  the  brain,  and  the  part  of  it  vented  or  removed.  The  precMlng  case 
which  entered  the  skull  measured  two  appears  to  me  to  be  interesting — 
inches  and  a  quarter.  After  the  head  had  1.  On  account  of  the  depth  and  extent 
been  driven  close  up  to  the  surface  of  the  to  which  the  brain  must  have  been  broken 
board  by  the  perpendicular  force  of  the  up  by  the  nail  in  its  entrance,  and  its  sab- 
fiill,  the  child  fell  over  on  his  right  side,  sequent  movements  within  the  cranium, 
thus  causing  the  point  of  the  nail  to  de-  produced  by  the  various  ill'directed  efforts 
scribe  a  segment  of  a  circle  within  the  to  release  the  child, 
•abstanceof  the  brain.  The  accident  was  2.  From  the  fact  that  paralysis  of  the 
first  observed  by  a  girl  belonging  to  the  opposite  side  did  not  come  on  as  an  im- 
Ikmilyy  who  ran  to  the  assistance  of  the  mediate^  but  remote  effect  of  such  serious 
ehild,  and  made  several  ineffectual  efforts  injury  to  the  brain,  occurring  at  the  end 
to  relieve  him  by  lifting  up  his  body,  of  twelve  hours  from  the  time  of  the  acci- 
Having  failed  in  her  attempts,  she  called  to  dent,  and  that  suddenly. 
h^  aid  a  young  man,  who  at  first  made  like  3.  As  exhibiting  an  instance  of  recovery 
triaU  to  release  him,  by  raising  his  body  after  extensive  deep-seated  damage  to  the 
ftoB  the  ground.  Defeated  in  these,  he  brain,  and  especially  as  proving  that  such 
at  laat  succeeded  in  extricating  the  boy  important  mischief  within  the  skull  does 
from  his  distressed  situation,  by  interlock,  not  necessarily  impair  the  intellectual 
ing  the  fingers  of  both  his  hands  beneath  powers.  No  aWrration  of  mind  whatever 
the  liead.  and  forcibly  raising  it  off  from  was  observed  during  the  whole  course  of 
the  boaid.  Upon  the  extraction  of  the  the  case,  although  it  was  carefully  watched 
nail,  small  portions  of  brain  were  found  with  particular  reference  to  this  point*. 

adhering  to  it,  and  other  pieces  afterwards      _— 

came  away  from  the  wound.    But  little 

blood  was  lost;  it  amounted,  perhaps,  to  MR.  WALFORD. 

two  fluid  ounoM,  and  «jme  principally  j^  ^^e  Editor  of  the  Lancet  is  to  be  be- 

Sr«il^     Wh^f  Si.t^l  ^hr£?£ Jf  »*^^«d>  ^  P"««°  »™«d  Walford  has  inti- 

^'  ^^Tll'rroV.^i'S^  r fffo^ji^^'cJS;  arXh^  h^arrJLTirapp:^^ 


^i^L^^^^r^Z^nMr.^  <^"™^'  «»°»t  either  have  be^n  intended  as 

rJ  «•  i^ifv^^^SS  ?7^[r*^^^^  »  1^°^»  ^P^^  Mr.  Wakley,  or  be  the  result 

HirSLJ*  lilh  t^S^na  .ft.ii^i^.  ?^;  «f  ^"^^  incompiehensibfe  impertinence  on 

His  speech,  both  then  and  afterwards,  was  ^he  part  of  his  correspondent. 

perfectly  natural,  as  were  also  his  eyes  and  ^  *^ 

the  general  expression  of  his  countenance.  ~- — — — ^— __^__^_. 

iMiUnct  attempts  were  made  by  the  system        *  Amerlcmn  Journal  of  Medical  Sclcncei,  fbr 

to  aet  up  inflammatory  action  within  the  August  1886. 

craniom  on  the  second,  fourth,  fifth,  and  — » 

•erenth  days  alter  the  iojuiy,  but  these 
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COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST    OF    GENTLEMEN    WHO    RECEIVED 
DIPLOMAS  IN  NOVEMBER. 

T.  Ridont  Tuck,  Montague  St.,  Roseell  Square. 

J.  R.  Cole,  Odiham,  Hants. 

W.  T.  Wilson.  Armagh. 

James  Godfrey,  London, 

Tbos.  Talbot,  Roscrea,  Tipperary. 

A.  Cowie,  St.  Fergus,  Aberdeenshire. 

George  Bury,  Dublin. 

Thos.  Ersklne,  Cavan. 

Mark  A.  B.  Corbln,  Guernsey. 

G.  E.  Bllnklns,  Half-Moon-Street. 

Frederick  C.  Lukis,  Guernsey. 

Wm.  Jones.  Bristol. 

Richard  J.  Kilburne,  Liverpool. 

Jam«s  T.  Smith,  Much  Hadham. 

John  Hennlne,  London. 

H.  F.  Edwards,  Brislington. 

Henry  Goodwin,  Westmoreland,  Jamdca. 

W.  Honeywond,  Batavla. 

J.  Selkirk,  Bury,  Lancashire. 

W.  Hay,  High  Wycombe. 

J.  R.  Gibson,  London. 

R.  D.  Harris,  Torrington  Park,  Homtey. 

James  Haines,  Cheltenham. 

Benjamin  Collinette,  Guernsey. 

James  Fletcher,  Oldham. 

Thomas  Dwyer,  Thurles,  Tipperary. 

Francis  Hird.  Richmond.  Yorkshire. 

Thomas  Young,  NeUon  Square. 

William  Holmes,  Madras. 

C.  T.Thomson,  Brightwell,  near  Walliogford. 

Caleb  Basan,  London. 

W.  G.  ETcrelt,  Devises. 

Jas,  Brideoake,  Leigh,  Lancashire. 

Wm.  Cooke,  Boston. 

Joseph  Williams,  Clapham. 

APOTHECARIES*  HALL 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 

CERTIFICATES,  Oct,  27  ohH  Nov,  3, 1836. 

Thomas  Adolphus  Boyrenson,  18,  Leman  Street. 
James  William  Ilott,  Brumley,  Kent. 
John  Herbert  Patterson,  PorUmouth. 
Samuel  Osborn,  London. 
Joseph  John  Lay,  Peasenhall,  Suffolk. 
Augustus  Slight,  Portsmouth. 
Joseph  Lay  Faulkner,  Leeds,  Yorkshire. 
Arthur  Paul,  Winchester. 
Thomas  Richard  Jackson,  Congleton. 
Richard  Allatt,  Brelton. 
Thomas  Cowdry,  Batherston. 
Charles  Knevltl,  Inleworth. 
Thomas  Stocks,  Hattoft,  Lincolnshire. 
Richard  Kinnelr,  Crlckiade. 
James  Fletcher,  Arundel,  Sussex. 
Manwarlng  Shurlock,  Guildford. 
John  Hullock,  Stockport. 
James  Richard  Quick,  St.  Mawe*s,  ComwaU. 
Robert  Morley  ^^Malles,  Sttlllngton,  Yorkshire. 
Ebeneser  Vorley,  Carlton,  Bedfordshire. 
William  James  Best, Thetford,  Norfolk. 
M'm.  Hodgson  Peacock,  Simmlngton,  Yorkshire. 
Thomas  Hanlcy  Barker,  York. 
William  Atkinson,  Leeds. 
John  Hare  Gibson,  Hull. 
John  Roberts  Hon,  Brighton. 
Samuel  Maberly,  Famham. 
John  Dyraock  Scale,  CardiflT. 
Thomas  Jones,  Cwm  Neath,  Olamorgaoshlre. 
■  William  Hlbbil  Moore,  Woodbridge. 
Richard  Vlcary  Gorham,  WoUesly,  Suffolk. 
Dsuiel  Antrobus,  Betley,  SUffordslilre. 
John  Morley.  Barton-upon*  Bomber. 
James  Drew,  Cambridge. 
Jnhn  Dungate  Watt 

Augustine  Valentine  Dennis,  Wells,  Norfolk. 
Edward  Smith  Walters,  Cheadle. 
Samuel  Farrow,  Loughborough. 
William  Deakins,  Leicester. 
William  Glfford  Everett,  Devises. 


PORTRAIT  OF  HUFELAND. 

A  STRIKING  likeness  of  the  late  Professor 
Hufeland,  after  Kriiger,  has  jast  been 
published  by  Mr.  Schloss.  It  is  a  very 
fine  specimen  of  the  lithographic  art,  and 
will  form  a  companion  portrait  for  the 
Tiedemann,  lately  brought  out  by  the 
same  publisher. 

LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Sketch  of  the  Comparative  Anatomy  of 
the  Nervous  System ;  with  Remarks  on  its 
Development  in  the  Human  Embryo^ 
Illustrated  by  plates.  By  John  Anderson, 
M.E.S.,  Hon.  Fellow  of  the  Physical  So- 
ciety  of  Guy's  Hospital.    In  the  prtss, 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  MoRTALirTy  Na^  1,  1836. 

Age  snd  Debility . 
Apoplexy  •  • 
Asthma  .  • 
Cancer  •        • 

Consumption'       . 
Convulsions        • 
Croup   ... 
Dentition  orTeetbln^ 
Dropsy         .       . 
Dropsy  on  the  Brain 
Dysentery     . 
Erysipelas    .        . 
Fever     .       .       • 
Fever,  Scarlet     . 
Hflsmorrhage        . 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  irith  > 
the  preceding  week  •       •  | 


17 

Heart,  diseased    . 

2 

1 

Hooping  Cough    . 

1 

7 

Inflammation 

8 

I 

Bowels  5c  Stomach 

8 

29 

Lungs  and  Pleura 

2 

17 

Insanity 

Liver,  diseased    . 

2 

1 

1 

■8 

Bfeastles        .       • 

10 

8 

Mortification 

2 

7 

Paralysis       .       • 

8 

1 

Rheumatism         • 

1 

3 

Sore   Throat    and 

S 

Qninsey    .        • 

I 

4 

Thrush         . 

1 

1 

Unknown  Caases 

10 

176 
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Barombtbr, 

29*62  to  29  ea 
29-87  39  73 
29  42  29  72 
29*98  29-97 
29SI7      80-08 


Oct,  18S6. 

Thursday .  27 
28 
29 
80 
81 


Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 
Nov, 
Tuesday. 


1 


Wednesday  2 


Thksmombtiir 

from  87  to  62 

81 

42 

24 

48 

26 

87 

22 

89 

28 

48 

89 

68 

80H)8 
29-89 


29-94 
29  86 


PrevallUiff  winds,  N.W.  and  W.  by  S. 

Generally  cloudy,  with  frequent  rain.  A  heavy 
fUl  of  snow  on  the  morning  of  the  29th»  averaf- 
lag  In  depth  about  four  inches. 

Bain  flOlen,  -2125  of  an  Inch. 

Charles  HsNar  Adams. 


it 


NOTICES. 

F."  had  better  send  as  a  lample  of  bit 
facts  and  arguments :  oar  pages  are  al> 
ways  impartially  open  for  a  fair  trial ;  bat 
facu  must  be  aatbenticated  with  a  real 
signatare. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  postpone  tern* 
porarily  the  letters  of  Mr.  Flower  and 
Mr.  Hulbert»  for  want  of  room. 

WiMON  &SoN,  Printers,  57|Sliiniier*SU  London. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BBINO    A 

WEEKLY  JOUIRIF^AL 

OF 


£mittM  anft  tt)t  Collateral  »titmt^< 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  12,  1836. 


LECTURES  master's  house,    in  Aldermanbary,  from 

the    neighbourhood    of    Rosemary-lane, 
ON  when  she  was  stopped,  near  Bethlem  wall, 

Moorfields,  by  two  men,  who  robbed  her 
FORENSIC    MEDICINE;         of  hergown,  apron,  hat,  and  half  a  guinea, 

r.  f      J   .  Mt,    Aij        A   c  L    I  ^  %£  J'  '        tied  her  hands  behind  her,  and,  on  her 
Delivered  4U  the  Alder^aU  School  rf  Medicine,    struggling,  gave  her  a  violent  blow  on  tha 

Br  William  Cummin.  M.D.  temple,  accompanied  with  oaths  and  exe- 

_^__^         '  crations.    She  was  then  dragged  to  the 

Lectcre  VII  house  of  one  Mother  Wells,  at  Enfield- 

_        ,  .     T.  '  .       1-  T-  '        Wash,    where    she    saw    Mary    Squires. 

Further  Fwmarh  on  the  Identity  of  Lmng  Squires  made  her  overtures,  as  Canning 
PertotwExtraordinary  case  of  alleged  Ab.  understood  her,  to  become  a  prostitute; 
duetum  awi  eantett^  Identity-Some  recent  ^^j,  upon  her  refusal,  ripped  up  her  stays. 
Cam.  Identity  cf  Pa-toni  Jound  Dead  ^jjjgj,  ^^^  ^^)g^  f^om  her,  and,  after  manv 
^Supposed  rmwnt  of  Hampden  and  Milton  threats,  thrust  her  into  a  back  room,  or 
^ThehsadofCharletl.identified-^Identiiy  hay-loft,  where  she  was  confined  for 
of  the  victim  euetUiol  in  protecutiom  for  twenty-eight  days,  without  fire,  or  any  kind 
Murder-^R^arkable  instanceirf  identifica.  ^f  sustenance,  except  some  pieces  of  bread, 
<»0M  fflfticA  have  occurred  in  England  and  amounting  to  about  a  quartern  loaf  alto- 
Frmjum-^bumriet  relative  to  changing  the  CO.  gether,  about  a  gallon  of  water  in  a 
hurofihe  Hair  for  the  purpote  cf  conjound.  pjtcher,  and  a  small  minced  pie  which  she 
mg^idrntUy-^HinUfor  detection  Practical  accidentally  had  in  her  pocket 
THtmfor  the  tnveUigatum  of  cases  of  douUJul  During  the  whole  of  this  time.  Canning 
idenUiy.  further  declared  that  no  human  creature 

I  BATE  given  some  instances  of  identity  visited  her.  The  bread  and  water  being 
being  mistaken  in  criminal  prosecutions ;  exhausted,  she  broke  down  a  window- 
eye- witnesses  swearing  positivelv  to  the  shutter,  which  was  nailed,  got  out  of  the 
iaeotitT  of  a  wrong  party.  I  shall  add  one  window  on  a  sort  of  pent-house,  and 
example  more,  from  the  extraordinary  case  thence  jumped  to  the  ground,  nine  or  ten 
of  M arr  Squires,  which  occupied  so  much  feet  below,  according  to  her  description. 
of  public  attention  about  the  middle  of  She  reached  home,  by  walking,  as  fast  as 
the  last  centnry,  and  which  to  this  hour  her  weak  condition  permitted, 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  cleared  up.  The  case  became  known,  and  immedi- 

Ethvordinary  ease  of  contested  identity, —  ately  excited  the  sympathy  and  indigna- 
Mary  Sauires  was  an  old  gipsy-woman,  tion  of  the  public.  A  subscription  was 
who  might  have  lived  unnoticed,  and  died .  got  up  for  the  young  woman.  Squires  and 
without  remembrance,  had  not  a  prosecu-  Wells  were  taken  into  custody,  tried  at  the 
tion  for  robbenr,  followed  by  sentence  of  Old  Bailey,  and  sentence  of  death  passed 
death,   fixed   the   public  eye  upon  her.    on  the  former. 

The  circnmstances  of  the  case  excited  in-  But  Sir  Crisp  Gascoyne,  the  Lord 
qoiry,  and,  according  as  prejudice  or  party  Mayor,  perceived  that  there  were  many 
operated,  the  convict  became  alternately  contradictory  points  in  Canning's  evidence. 
anolqectof  dete8tation,pity,  or  contempt.  Her  description  of  the  loft  in  which  she 
It  appenred  by  the  declaration  on  oath  of  was  confined  did  not  exactly  tally  with 
Elisidieth  Canning,  a  g^rl  about  eighteen  the  room  in  Wells's  house.  A  girl,  too. 
yean  of  age,  that  on  the  night  of  new-  one  Vertne  Hall,  who  had  been  a  principal 
yenr^  day,  1763,  she  was  returning  to  her    witness  for  the  prosecution,  retracted  her 

407.— XIX.  P 
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eyidence,   '*  having  been  threatened  and  physical  or  phvsioloffical  point  of  Tiew, 

frightened    into  what  she  had    sworn.*'  it  is    highly    improbable    that    the   girl 

Ttiis  girl  had,  in  the  first  instance,  corro.  could  hafe  subsisted  for  eight-and-twenty 

borated  the  statement  of  Canning  relative  days  on   a  qnartem  loaf  and  a  gallon 

to  the  conversation  at  Enfield  with  Squires,  of   water;    or,  at  all  events,   if  life  re- 

and  the  ripping  of  the  stays.   A  memorial  mained,  tlie  sufferer   should    have  been 

was  presented  to  the  King,  and  the  convict  nearly  exhausted  from  famine ;  her  person 

was  respited  for  a  few  weeks.     She  ulti-  should  have  exhibited  striking  proofs  of 

mately  received  a  free  pardon,  upon  the  starvation  from  cold    and   hunger :    yet 

law  officers  of  the  crown  declaring  that  the  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  such  ap- 

weight  of  evidence  was  in  her  favour.  pearances  were  remarkable  in  the  alleged 

A   reaction   now   took  place;    for  if  sufferer. 

Squires  was  not  guilty.  Canning  could  Other   minor  but  not  less  important 

not  be  innocent :  the  latter  was  accord-  points  might  have  engaged  the  attention 

ingly  indicted   for  perjury.      Her    trial,  of  the  medical  jurist.     If  Canning  had 

which  did  not  come  on  for  nearly  twelve  been  confined  so  closely  in  a  hay-lof\  for 

months  after  that  of  Squires,  occupied  five  so  long  a  time,  the  natural  excretions 

day«:  the  witnesses  were  numerous,  and  might  have  been  referred  to  in  proof ;  and 

their  testimony  of  a  yery  intricate  and  con-  ,the  catamenia,  also,  would  probably  have 

tradictory  nature.  left   their  traces.      No  notice,    however, 

The  question  of  Identity  was  the  one  on  seems  to  have  been  t>«stowed   on  these 

which    the    proceedings    chiefly    turned,  thing^. 

Could  Canning,  and  could  a  host  of  other  It  has  been  already  mentioned  that 
persons,  be  mistaken  in  the  appearance  of  Canning^s  account  of  the  place  of  her  in- 
Squires  ?  The  old  woman  had  features  of  carceration  was  incorrect  in  certain  parti- 
the  most  remarkable  description.  When  culars :  it  was,  in  fact,  such  an  acoonnt 
the  constable  went  with  the  warrant  to  as  might  have  been  trumped  np  from  the 
apprehend  her,  she  said  to  Canning,  on  description  of  somebody  who  had  seen  the 
being  charged  with  robbing  her  of  her  place ;  but  this  was  not  all :  some  damn- 
stays, — **  Do  you  say  I  robbed  you  ?  Look  ing  facts  against  this  part  of  her  evi- 
at  me :  if  you  have  once  seen  my  face,  you  dence  came  out  on  the  trial.  A  poor 
must  remember  it,  for  God  Almighty  man,  named  Fortune  Natus,  proved  that 
never  made  such  another!"  he  and   his  wife    slept  in  the  room  in 

It  is  said  that  when  this  part  of  the  which  Canning  swore  she  was  confined, 

evidence  was  given  in  court,  every  eye  was  during  the  whole  of  that  month,  and  for 

fixed  on  the  old  woman, whose  countenance  five  or  six  weeks  before.    This  testimony 

exhibited   an    assemblage    of   the    most  was  also  corroborated  by  Ezra  Whifiin,  a 

uncommon,  and  diabolically  hideous  fea-  neighbour  of  Mother  Wells,  who  being  in 

turet*.  want  of  a  sign-board,  and  hearing  that  she 

Yet  thirty-six  witnesses  swore  one  way,  had  one  to  dispose  of,  called  to  see  it,  and 

and  twenty -six  another,  as  to  seeing  her  accompanied  Wells  into  the  yery  room  in 

at  certain  places  about  the  same  time.    It  question  to  seek  for  it    They  there  found 

appeared,  according  to  one  train  of  evi-  it  under  some  hay,  which  made  part  of  the 

dence,  that  the  old  gipsy  was  at  Abbots-  bed  on  which  the  wife  of  Natas  was  actu- 

bury  in  Dorsetshire,  from  the  Istof  Janu-  ally  lying  at  the  time— namely,  on   the 

ary  to  the  9th;  that  she  was  in  various  18th  of  January.    It  was  not  possible  that 

places  in  Dorsetshire,  Wiltshire,  Hamp-  Canning  could  have  been  in  the  room,  or 

shire,  &c.,  from  that  time  to  the  18lh;  she  must  have  been  seen,  and  would  proba- 

and  that  she  did  not  arrive  at  the  house  of  bly  haye  called  for  help.    She  had  sworn, 

Mother  Wells  till  the  23d.      On  the  other  besides,  that  no  person  of  any  description 

hand,  it  was  proved,  or  attempted  to  be  had  entered  the  room  during  the  whole 

proved,  that  she  was,  during  this  yery  of  her  confinement, 

time,  seen  nearly  every  day  in  the  neigh-  1  omit  a  great  many  other  discrepancies 

bourhood  of  Enfield.  and  contradictions  which  came  out  in  evi- 

The    only    medical  evidence  produced  dence.    There  were  not  less,  it  is  said, 

was  that  of  a  physician  and  an  apothe-  than  120  witnesses  examined  aJtogether. 

cary,  who  deposed  to  the  languid  and  re-  The  jury  bronght  in  a  verdict  of  **  wilful 

duced  state  of  Elizabeth  Canning  on  her  and  corrupt  perjury;"  and  the  sentence 

return  to  her  mother's,  and  that  she  ap-  was  '*  transportation  for  seven  years.'* 

peared  like  one  who  had  suffered  extreme  Yet,  strange  to  say,  many  people  still 

Lunger,  thirst,    and  cold ;  but  they  ac-  insisted  on   the  innocence  of  Elisabeth 

knowledged  that  a  person  might  be  as  she  Canning :  the  newspapers  and  periodicals 

was  fh>m  other  causes.  of  the  time  were  filled  with  discussions  on 

There  were,  however,  several  circum-  the  subject.    Fielding,  the  novelist,  who 

stances  in  tlie  case  that  would  have  ad-  was  also  a  magistrate,  wrote  a  pamphlet 

uitted  of  medico-legal  elucidation.     In  a  in  Canning's  fkvour ;  bat  he  was  relied 
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to  with  criticU  leTerity  by  Dr.  (Sir  John)  most  cases  or  this  kind,  the  eridence  of 

Hill.     To  conclude  the  Btory,  Canning  ordinary  witnesses  is  as  much  to  the  pur. 

wms  transported  to  New  England,  accord-  pose  as  that  of  medical  men.    There  mar 

ing  to  her  sentence:  there  she  married  ad-  be  some  force  in  the  obsenration,  though 

TantageonslY,  and  one  of  her  original  snp-  in  most  of  the  examples  which  I  have 

porters  left  her  a  legacy  of  dOCM.    I  may  quoted,  medical  evidence  either  was,  or 

add,  that  before  her  departure,  wishing  might  hare  been,  given  with  much  ad. 

doabtiess  to  have  the  last  word,  she  pub-  vantage;  but  at  all  events,  supposing  that 

liabed  m  declaration  in  these  terms : — **  I  professional  testimony   may    not  greatly 

dedare  in  the  most  serious  manner,  that  I  avail  in  identifying  living  persons,   the 

am  folly  persuaded,  and  well  assured,  that  case  is  different  when  we  have  to  examine 

Mary  Quires  was  the  person  who  robbed  the  dead :  and  this  brings  me  to  the  second 

raCy  and  that  the  house  of  Susannah  Wells  division  of  my  subjects- 
was  the  place  in  which  I  was  confined  for 

tw«DtT.eigbt   days!"      It   certainly    has  IdentUy  rf the  D§ad^ 

newer  been  explained  where  she  was  during  Essentially    medieo-legal.  —  In     invest!- 

the  twenty-eight  days,  if  not  in  Mother  gations  respectint^  the  identity  of  indi- 

Wells'i  hay-loft.       *                        *  viduals    found    dead,    especially    where 

Sach  were  the  leading  facts  of  a  trans-  the  remains  may  be  much  decomposed,  or 

action  which  excited^  as  much  interest  at  reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton,  meaical  men 

the  period  as  the  affaire  La  Rondure  has  are  obviously  the  fittest  persons  to  be  en- 

latteriy  done  in  France.    In  both,  the  tes-  trusted  with  such  a  task.    Their  fami- 

tkaony   of  a  yoang  female  formed  the  Itarity  with  the  appearances  of  the  human 

chief  groond  of  accusation  against  a  pri-  subject,  acquired    during  their  anatomi- 

soner;  in  both  there  has  been  room  for  cal  and  pathological  studies,    and  their 

medico-legal  research;  but  the  main  fea-  habit  of  observing  the  features  and  ge- 

tores  of  the  charge  hare  been  very  dif-  neral  aspect  of  tne  dying  and  the  dead, 

ferent  in  each,  as  I  may  hereafter,  m  al-  render  them  the  most  capable  of  appre- 

lading  more  particolarly  to  the  La  Ron-  dating  the  alterations  which  dissolution 

dire  cause,  have  occasion  to  show.  and  external  influences  usually  produce. 

identity  if  a  ehild.'^The  question  of  a  Of  the  changes  wrought  in  the  human 
child's  identity^  was  raise4  in  a  recent  body  during  the  progress  of  putrefaction 
trial  at  Cambridge,  for  an  assault.  The  under  various  circuni'^tances,  I  shall  hore- 
parties  were  Wagstaff  v.  Bruyere.  The  after  have  to  treat  with  all  the  requisite 
prosecutrix  (Miss  Wagstaff)  swore  that  detail.  At  present  we  shall  confine  our- 
she  was  the  mother  of  a  child  which  selves  to  examples  of  the  mode  in  which 
was  carried  away  trom  her  forcibW  by  identity  has  been  ascertained  in  doubtful 
Mr.  Bruyere,  and  some  police  officers,  cases,  and  conclude  with  some  practical 
Mr.  Bruyere  (brother-in-law  of  prose-  rules  which  may  be  beneficially  employed 
eatrix)  proved  that  it  was  his  wife's  by  the  medical  jurist. 
child  which  he  took  away,  and  that  it  Remains  of  Hampden. — A  curious  inquiry 
was  seven  months  younger  than  Miss  was  instituted  in  the  year  1828,  at  Hamp- 
Wagstaff 's.  A  medical  witness  gave  den  Church,  Buckinghamshire,  by  which, 
some  important  testimoinr.  He  had  at-  indeed,  not  exactly  a  medico-legal,  but  a 
tended  Mrs.  Bruyere  professionally  in  all  medico-historical,  point  was  to  be  deter- 
her  confinements,  and  he  sworo  to  the  mined.  Hampden,  the  patriot,  was  known 
identity  of  the  disputed  child,  **  bringing  to  be  there  buried :  he  had  received  a  death- 
forward  some  of  the  moet  comristeing  reasons,"  wound  in  the  battle  of  Chalgrave  Field^  in 
What  these  reasons  were  I  have  not  been  1643;  but  the  nature  of  that  wound,  and 
able  to  learn;  but  it  is  probable  they  were  the  circumstances  of  his  death,  are  vari- 
certain  personal  marks  and  peculiarities,  ously  related  by  historians.  Lord  Claren. 
Much  stress  was  laid  upon  the  colour  of  don  says  he  was  shot  in  the  shoulder  with 
the  hair,  the  colour  of  the  eyes,  and  the  a  brace  of  bullets,  which  broke  the  bone, 
growth  of  the  child.  I  need  not  more  fully  and  caused  his  death  in  three  weeks ; 
allude  to  thb  remarkable  trial,  of  which  while  another  authority  informs  us  that 
yon  will  find  a  good  report  in  the  "Hmes,  he  died  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
Jnlr  29,  1896 ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  consequence  of  the  bursting  of  his 
had  it  oocnrr»l  in  France,  it  would  have  pistol,  which  shattered  his  hand  in  a 
obtained  a  place  among  the  Ccrassi  c6Uhrts,  shocking  manner.    It  was  thought  that  a 

In  another  trial,  for  murder  and  robbery,  view  of  the  body  would  settle  the  question ; 

which    took  place  lately  at  the  Exeter  and  a  formal  visit  was  made  to  the  vaults 

Sonuner  Assizes,  the  identity  of  one  of  the  in  Hampden  Church,  for  the  purpose ;  but 

E'soaeiB  was  questioned:  and  the  fact  of  the  result  was  not  as  favourable  as  might 
wanting  one  or  two  of  the  front  teeth  have  been  expected, 
particularly  dwelt  on  by  some  of  the  As  there  has  been  some  controversy  con- 
Itacssas.  cerning  the  trustworthiness  of  the  pub- 
Bat  it  may  probably  bt  said,  that  in  lished  reports    of    the    examination,    I 
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•ball  not  enter  into  tbe  details,  Tererrlog 
JOB  for  the  latiafaclion  of  your  curioiilj 
on  the  subject  to  the  GentleniBn'i  Ma- 
gazine for  183a  Thus  much,  honerer, 
leUtive  to  the  disintenneni,  has  been 
■tcertained  through  the  inquiriei  of 
Mr.  Southey  (I  quote  from  Ilia  Letlei 
Ivuching  Lord  Nugent) : — "  that  tearch  was 
made,  in  the  place  mentioned,  for  the  body 
of  Hampden,  and,  as  the  persons  present 
understood,  at  the  inilance  of  Lord  Nu- 
gent [his  Lordship  irsa  at  tbe  time  en- 
gaged on  bis  Memoriata  of  Hampden] ; 
that  several  coffins  nere  inspected,  but  not 
opened,  because  either  the  ilatc  did  not 
agree  with  thai  of  Hampden's  death,  or 
the  inscriplioD  bore  adiffercnl  name  ;  that 
one  coffin  was  at  length  found,  which  bad 
neitlier  date  nor  Inscription,  and  tbia  was 
opened,  although,  from  its  form,  it  appears 
to  haie  been  older  than  bis  time.  Mr. 
Norris,  a  surgeon  of  Risborougb,  examined 
the  body,  which  was  that  of  a  Terj  lusty 
man,  (be  bead  covered  witb  rich  auburn 
bair,  reaching  benealh  the  shoulders :  It 
was  in  high  presenalion,  except  tbat  one 
arm  erumbl^  off,  owiog  to  tbe  action  nf 
tbe  air,  which, had  made  its  way  to  tbat 
part  Ibrougb  a  crack  in  tbe  coilin;  but 
there  bad  been  no  amputation,  nor  opera- 
lion  of  any  kind." 

Emaaim  ofCharUi  the  Fint.— The  search 
for  the  remains  of  Kinr  Charles  tb«  First, 
M  St.  Oeorge's  Chapel,  Windsor,  In  the 
jear  IB13,  was  more  succcufnl.  It  was 
eonducted  by  Sir  Henry  Halford,  in  pro- 
•ence  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  some  mem- 
bers of  the  court.  The  particular  rault 
in  wbicb  the  coffin  was  deposited  hod  long 
remained  unknown,  though  it  was  un- 
derstood to  be  the  one  in  nhicb  Henry 
tbe  Eigbtb  and  one  of  his  wires  were 
laid.  Accident  led  to  its  detection.  A 
•cmll,  with  name  and  date,  sened  in 
■ome  measure  to  authenticate  the  onter 
caterings  but  tbe  examination  of  the 
head  left  not  a  donbt  of  the  identity  of  tbe 
royal  remains.  Upon  disengaging  the  face 
from  the  cere-clolh,  which  had  b«n  lined 
wItb  an  nncluous  and  resinous  substance, 
apparently  with  a  view  to  exclude  Ihe 
external  air,  the  complexion  of  the  skin 
was  observed  to  be  dark  and  discolonred. 
Tbe  forehead  and  temples  had  lost  little 
or  nothing  of  their  muscular  substance; 
the  cartilage  of  tbe  noae  was  goncj  but 
Ihe  left  eye,  in  the  first  moment  of  expo- 
mre,  waa  open  and  full,  though  It  Ta- 
nishcd  almost  Immediately  j  and  the 
pointed  beard,  ao  characteristic  of  Ihe  pc. 
liod  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles,  waa 
perfect.  The  shape  of  tbe  face  was  a  long 
otaii  many  of  the  teeth  remained  j  and 
tlie  left  car,  in  consequence  of  the  interpo- 
lition  of  the  unctuous  matter  between  it 
■nil  the  cere-cloth,  was  found  entire.  The 
countenance,  in  short,  nolwithaluidiog  its 


the  pictures  of  Charles  tbe  First  bj  Tan- 
dyke.  Finallf,  the  fourth  cerrical  terlebra 
was  found  divided  transTerselj — the  cor. 
tespondingsurfaoes  being  smooth, betoken. 
JDg  that  they  had  been  sepamted  by  a 
bea*^   shara  instnimenL    I  qnote  these 

C.rticulars  from  the  interesting  narrati re 
tely  published  by  8ir  Henry  HalfonL 

SuppoKd  ranaini  cf  Jtfin«i.— When  re- 
searches of  this  kind  are  attempted  by  In. 
competent  persons,  the  moat  gross  blunilera 
are  often  committed.  Aa  an  instance,  I 
may  mention  a  disinterment  which  took 
]itace  some  forty  yean  a^fo,  in  this  very 
□eighbourhood.  MiltonwasknowntobaTe 
been  buried  next  his  father,  in  tbe  chancel 
of  St.  Giles's,  CrippleRBte.  In  August 
1790,  tbe  spot  where  his  body  had  been 
deposited  was  opened,  and  a  corpse  ba>- 
tily  supposed  to  be  his  was  exposed  to 
public  tiew.  But  it  was  snspeclcd  by 
some,  nay,  asserted — nor  has  the  assertion 
ever  been  .diaprored — that  the  disinterred 
corpse  wos  that  of  a  JimaU.  Une  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Cap  el  Lofft),  in  censuring 
the  "  sordid  mischiel"  committed  on 
tbe  occasion,  and  "  tbe  market  made 
of  the  engemesa  with  which  curiosity 
or  admiration  prompted  peroons  to 
possess  themselres  of  the  supposed  re- 
lieve that  the  said  remains,  to  (hr  from 
being  MiltoD*s,  were  "  the  bones  of  a  pei^ 
•on  Hot^tht  tmu  ugs  or  laP' 

l^-l  dittiwiioi.— When  it  la  ramen- 
bered  that,  conilitently  with  our  taw, 
no  man  c«ii  be  coDd*mi|c4  ^  mniiler 
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unlets  the  body  or  remains  of  hfs  snp-  of  the  two  articulations    of  the  thighs 

posed  ▼ictim  be  produced  and  identified,  with  the  pelvis.      And  3.  This  disease, 

we    must    admit   the    deep    importance  though    of    old    standing,    and     cured, 

of  attending  to    this  subject      Eugene  must    have    left    a    remarkable    defor- 

Aram  made  it  a  part  of  his  ingenious  mity    about    the     lower    part    of     the 

defence*   that    the    skeleton  which  was  trunk;  and  the  individual,  in  his  move- 

fonndyburtoen  jfcars  after  the  supposed  mur-  ments  of  progression,  must  have  cxperi- 

der,  was  not  proved  to  be  Clarke's  i  so  far  cnccd    difficulties— probably  lameness— 

from  it,  that  it  was  not  even  shown  to  be  certainly  an  unpleasant  balancing  of  the 

ft  male  skeleton;  and  he  argued,  that  the  body  on  the  lower  limbs."    M.  Dupuytren 

bones  produced  might  have  been  those  of  then  proceeds  to  shew  that  there  was  a 

tome  hermit  who  had,  in  former  times,  in-  difference  in  the  length  of  the  limbs,  and 

hftbited  the  cave  where  they  were  disco-  that  the  deceased  must  have  walked  chiefly 

▼ered.  on  the  toes  of  his  right  foot. 

More  satisfactory  evidence  of  identity  In  another  remarkable  case  investigated 
is  reonired  in  modem  trials.  Several  me-  by  MM.  Laurent,  Noble,  and  Vitry,at  Ver- 
dico  legpd  disinterments  might  be  referred  sailles,  in  the  year  1828,  the  remains  of  a 
to  in  proof  of  the  fact.  In  the  case  of  man  who  had  been  murdered,  and  had  lain 
Maria  Martin,  who  was  murdered  by  buried  in  a  cellar  for  about  three  years, 
Corder,  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the  vie-  were  identified  by  noting  an  analogous  mal- 
tim  was  obtained  by  exhuming  her  body  formation,  whicn  must  have  produced  a 
after  it  had  lain  burieil  in  a  bam  for  certain  degree  of  lameness.  After  stat- 
eleven  months.  Mr.  Lawton,  the  surgeon,  ing  the  sex,  age,  stature,  and  other  parti- 
gave  evidence  at  the  trial.  He  described  cnlars  relating  to  the  skeleton,  the 
the  appearances,  by  which  the  nature  of  her  reporters  say  in  their  conclusions : — **  From 
death  was  ascertained.  The  head  of  Maria  the  structure  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis, 
Martin  was  identified  chiefly  by  the  absence  the  depression  of  the  fifth  lumbar  vertel^, 
of  one  or  two  teeth  from  the  upper  and  the  curvature  of  the  bones  of  the  legs,  and 
lower  jaw.  Certain  observations  also,  which  more  particularly  of  those  of  the  left  side, 
were  made  on  the  state  of  the  lungs,  were  which  is  six  lines  shorter  than  the  right, 
important:  there  were  adhesions  of  the  the  individual  must  have  had  rachitis  in 
pleura,  and  other  marks,  by  which  it  ap-  his  infancy;  and  if  he  did  not  actually 
peared  that  the  deceased  had  had  cough  half,  he  must  ut  least  have  leaneil 
ftnd  pain  of  the  chest  not  long  before  conf^iderably  in  his  gait  towards  the  left 
death — which  was  precisely  the  case  with  side." 
this  unfortunate  young  woman.  A  very  singular  case  was  investigated 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  case  of  at  Paris  two  or  three  years  ago,  one  in 

the  late  Marchioness  of  Salisbury,  whose  which  proof  of  identity  was  successfully 

remains  were  identified  by  the  jaw-bone  deduced  fVom  the  relics  of  a  female  eleven 

having  certain  appendages  for  artificial  year«  buried.  I  have  already  alluded  to  some 

teeth.    Another  instance  of  a  similar  kind  of  the  circumstances;  but  they  are  altogether 

mftT  be  worth  quoting.      Four  medical  so  striking,  and  so  illustrative  of  the  sub- 

stndents  were  prosecuted  at  Edinburgh  ject  under  consideration,  that  I  shall  read 

some  Tears  since,  for  exhuming  the  body  for  you  an  abstract  of   the  official  re- 

of  a  fady.     It  was  necessary  to  identify  port  drawn  up  by  Orfila,  Chevailier,  Bar- 

the  remains,  and  much  difficulty  in  this  ruel,  and  Boys  de  Lourv,  the  medico-legal 

respect  arose  from  the  very  contradictory  examiners  engaged  in  tbe  investigation  :^- 

eridence  of  the  medical  witnesses  as  to  In  the  year  1821,  a  widow  lady,  of  the 

certain   appearances  connected  with  the  name  of  Houet,  residing  in  the  city  of 

ovaries:  the  point,  however,    was  even-  Paris,  disapjicarcd ;  and  certain  persons, 

tnally  determined  by  a  dentist,  who  pro-  Basticn,  Robert,  and  Robert's  wife,  who 

dneed  a  cast  of  the  gums  which  he  iiad  had  taken  the  house.  No.  81,  Rue  de  Vau- 

taken  before  detth.  girard,  were  suspected  of  having  made 

In  the  year  1814,  Dupuytren  identified  awaywith  her.  A  judicial  inquiry  waspend- 
the  person  of  a  murdered  man,  chiefly  by  ing  for  some  time,  in  the  Court  of  Assize ; 
obeerving  a  coxo-femoral  malformation  but  the  accused,  for  want  of  evidence,  had 
under  which  the  deceased  must  have  been  set  at  liberty.  Not  long  ago,  how- 
laboured.  The  description  of  the  parts,  ever,  some  information  was  obtained 
fts  given  in  the  official  report,  {Annates  touching  a  body  said  to  have  been  buried 
cT/fy^irne,  vol.  i.)  is  beautifully  clear;  but  for  about  eleven  years  in  a  particular  gar- 
the  following  is  perhaps  all  that  properly  den.  An  investigation  was  accordingly 
belongs  to  onr  present  subject;  it  const!-  set  on  foot;  and  by  dint  of  patient  and 
tntea  the  first  part  of  the  summing  up,  or  ablv-directed  research,  such  satisfactory 
twmmS  of  the  report :  — "  1.  The  body  evidence  was  procured  of  the  identity  of 
•abmittcd  to  us  was  that  of  a  man  the  remains,  and  of  the  manner  of  the 
between  96  and  40  years  of  age.  2.  death,  that  the  prisoners  were  convicted, 
He  mntC  have  had,  in  infancy,  disease  and  punished. 
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The  first  part  of  the  inairy-^thebjuri-  upoa  eiiposnre  to  th«  air,  it  rapidly  cram- 

dical  exhumation — ^was  conducted  by  M.  bled  to  dust. 

BoysdeLoury.    After  excavating  different  I  need  not  enter  into  a  more  minute 

parts  of  the  garden  for  about  five  hours,  detail  of  the  sereral  parts  found.    Other 

one  of  the  workmen  hit  upon  a  hollowed  reporters,   MM.    Orfila,   Marc,    Barruel, 

spot,  in  which   there  were  bones.    The  and  Chevallier,  were  afterwards  added  to 

greatest  care  was  taken  to  uncover  them  M.  Boys  de  Loury  ;  and  three  or  four  ela- 

with  the  least  possible  disturbance ;  they  borate  documents  were  drawn  up,  of  the 

were  evidently  those  of  a  human  body,  re-  first  of  which  I  shall  read  the  remmS : — 

duced  almost  to  a  perfect  skeleton.     A  **  From  the  preceding  facts,  we  feel  our- 

drawing  was   made  of  the  parts  in  titu.  selves  justified  in  concluding. 

The  figure  reposed  on  the  left  side;  the  **  I.  That  these  bones  are  those  of  a  ^m- 

head  was  bent  forward  on  the  neck ;  the  man  skeleton. 

vertebral  column  was  curved;  the  right  **  2.  That  the  skeleton  is  that  of  a/«- 

fore-arm  was  raised,  so  that  the  bones  of  male. 

the  hand  nearly  touched  those  of  the  face.  "  3.  That  this  female  had  attained  the 

The  pelvis  was  turned  obliquely  upwards,  age  of  from  60  to  70. 

resting  on  the  left  haunch.    The  thigh-  '*  4.  That  her  stature  was  about  4  feet 

bones  were  raised  considerably,  and  the  8  or  9  inches  ^nearly  5  feet  Eng,) 

legs  were  crossed  beneath  them.    The  co-  "  5.  That  the  hair  of  the  female,  which 

lour  of  the  remains  generally  was  between  was  of  a  bright  blond  colour  in  youth, 

an  ochre  and  a  brown ;   and  when  the  was  mixed  with  grey  at  the  time  of  her 

earthy  matter  was  removed  from  some  of  death. 

the  long  bones,  the  uncovered  parts  were  **  6  That  the  hands  were  small, 

found  to  be  of  a  deep  red  colour.  "  7.  That  during  life,  the  bones  had 

The  grave  was  four  feet  deep,  funnel-  never  suffered  any  injury, 
shaped,  measuring  five  feet  and  a  half  in  **  8.  That  this  woman  died  of  strangula- 
length  at  its  upper  part,  but  at  the  bottom  tion,  and  that  the  act  was,  to  all  appear- 
only  two  and  a  half :  its  greatest  breadth  ance,  homicidal ;  and 
was  about  two  feet  Some  lime- stone  '*  9.  That  the  body  must  have  lain  for 
had  been  placed  over  the  body,  so  as  to  several  years  in  the  earth." 
form  a  sort  of  vault  Having  made  these  A  very  ample  report  follows,  stating 
general  observations,  the  particular  parts  the  processes  which  wete  adopted  for  ana- 
were  next  examined.  The  skull  was  small  lyzing  chemically  the  various  debris  about 
and  lengthy  in  its  shape:  it  seemed,  by  the  body.  Thus  the  earth  at  the  bottom 
the  way,  from  the  position  of  the  head,  of  the  grave  was  examined,  as  were  also 
that  the  body  had  been  thrown  into  the  certain  concretions  which  were  taken  to  be 
grave  head  foremost.  The  parietal  bones  biliary  calculi,  and  the  softened  masses  in 
were  very  yielding :  the  sutures  were  well  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pelvis :  but  no- 
knit  ;  the  teeth  white,  and  had  been  used  thing  very  important  was  aetected  in  this 
with  care :  three  molars  were  wanting,  and  search. 

one  of  the  incisors  was  carious.    A  small  Justice  was  satisfied.     The  prisoners, 

quantity  of  light-coloured  or  ruddy  hair  who    had    been    long    suspected,    were 

was  found,  having  some  grey  mixed  with  it.  brought  to  trial  and  condemned.    They 

The  state  of  the  neck  was  particularly  were  sentenced  to  forced  labour  for  the 

striking.      The  third,  fourU),    fifth,  and  remainder  of  their  lives, 

sixth  cervical  vertebras,  as  well  as  the  right  Inmiiriei  retpecting  the  Hair. — I  am  re- 

elavicle,  were  held  together  by  a  blackish  minded  by  the  remark  in  the  report  just 

mass,  in  the  composition  of  which  there  quoted,  respecting  the  colour  of  the  hair, 

coul4  not  be  recognized  any  tissue.    This  tnat  there  have  been  some  special  inquiries 

mass  u)as  turraunded  at  it i  lower  part  hy  several  made  by  Orfila  and  others  on  this  sub- 

twittt  of  a  cord  ttpo  lines  in  diameter ;   the  ject,  which  are  exceedingly  interesting, 

cord  was  in  a  very  decayed  condition,  and  in  a  medico-legal  point  or  view.     Cir- 

po  knot  could  be  found  upon  it    Minute  cumstances  occurred  in  Paris,  a  few  years 

attention  was  subsequently  given  to  this  since,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  in- 

l>iec«c/«  conviction,  and  the  obvious  inference,  quire  whether  a  man  who  was  suspected 

that  the  deceased  had  been  strangled,  was  of  having  committed  a  murder,  could  have 

fully  borne  out  by  all  the  direct  and  coUa  changed  the  colour  of  his  hair  in  a  very 

teral  circumstances.  extraordinary  manner,  in  a  short  time. 

Among  the  bones  of  the  left  hand  was  Certain  witnesses  deposed  to  having  seen 

found  a  gold  ring,    of  small    diameter,  him  in  Paris,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  with 

carved  in  facettes  ;  and  several  small  well-  black  hair;  while  others  declared  that  they 

formed  finger-nails  were  also  discovered,  saw  him  at  Versailles,  with  fair  hair,  at 

The  pelvis,  from  its  shape  and  propor.  five  or  six  o'clock  the  same  evening.    The 

tions,  could  only  be  that  of  a  woman,  man's  hair  was  naturally  jet  blacl^  and  it 

Some  portion  of  cloth,  probably  part  of  a  does  not  appear  that  he  wore  a  wir.    The 

stocking,  was  found  near  the  legs ;  but  question,  in  consequence,  proposea  1^  the 
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law  antborities  to  M.  Of61a  wan,  whether  mersions  in  a  solution  of  the  same  strength, 

black  bair  coold  be  dved  fair?     Michalon,  it  will  be  brought  to  a  bright  chesnut     If 

one  of  the  6rat  hair-dressers  in  the  French  the  same  hair  be  brought  to  a  deep  blond 

metropolis,  who  was  also  consulted,  ga?c  colour,  it  may   ultimately  be  renoered  a 

his  opinion  that  it  was  impossible;  but  bright  yelluw,  or  white, 'with  a  yellowish 

M.  Or61a  stated  that  it  was  not  only  pos-  tinge.    Another  effect  of  these  successive 

sible,   but   had  been  effected  twenty-six  and  prolonged  immersions,  is  to  render  the 

years  before,  by  Vanquelin,  by  means  of  hair  very  stiff  and  brittle. 

chlorine.  M.  Devergie,  in  his  experiments  on  this 

The  question,  however,  as  M.  Devergie  subject,  has  found,  that  when  the  chlorine 

observes,  was  not  sufficiently  definite.     It  is  strong,  it  does  not  destroy  the  colour 

should  not  have  been  simply  whether  the  very  uniformly ;  there  may  be  seen  in  the 

thing  was  possible,  but  whether,  within  a  hair  experimented  upon  a  variety  of  tints; 

S'v'en  time — say  a  few  hours— hair  could  nor  is  the  full  effect  of  whitening  produced 

I  changed  from  black  to  fair?— for  no  in  less  than  twelve,  fifteen,   or    twenty 

small  part  of  the  difficulty  consisted  in  the  hours.     In  regard  to  the  effect  of  combing 

journey  to  Versailles,  in  addition  to  the  out  the  hair  in  solution  of  chlorine,  MM. 

process  employed,  and  all  within  three  or  Devergie  and    Orfila    are     at    variance. 

four  hours.    Repeated  trials  made  since  Orfila  says,  that  by  this  treatment  he  has 

by  experienced  hands  seem  to  indicate  it  brought  black  hair  to  a  deep  brown  in  a 

as  an  impossibility.  short  time,  and  that  probably,  if  the  pro- 

Mtans  at'  darkening  ilu  hair, — It  is  well  cess  were  continued    for    several  hours, 

known  that  there    are  various  methods  and  the  solution  employed  were  stronger, 

in    use   for  altering    the   colour  of  the  the  result  would  be  the  same  as  that  from 

hair :  in  general  the  object  is  to  change  maceration.    But  Devergie  has  tried  the 

red    or   sandy    hair    to    a    darkt^    hue,  method    in    repeated    instances    at    the 

to    brown   or  black.      Preparations     of  Morgue,  and  has  never  produced  more  tlian 

lead,  silver,  and  bismuth,  are  employed  for  very  slight,  if  any,  effects, 

the  purpose,  lime  or  ammonia  being  first  As  medical  jurists,  I  fancy  we  shall  not 

used  to  remove  the  fatty  matter  of  the  often  have  to  deal  with  circumstances  like 

the  hair;   and  a  very  common  agent  is  a  those  described.    Whoever  wishes  to  dye 

mixture  or  compound  of  lime  and  oxide  his  hair  for  the  purpose  of  confounding  his 

of  lead,  called  nlombite  of  lime,  of  the  identity,  will  have  to  encounter  difficulties 

mode  of  using  which  Mr.  Pereira  gives  an  which  will  probably  lead  to  his  detection, 

interestingaccount  in  his  lectures*.  The    altered  colour  is    not    permanent, 

7W<.  —  But  in  these  cases,  as  it  is  since,  as  the  hair  grows,  the  new  hair,  or  tho 
not  difficult  to  attain  the  desired  end,  new  portion,  has  its  usual  colour ;  while 
so  neither  is  it  to  detect  what  has  in  all  cases  the  proceeding  is  troublesome, 
been  done,  by  close  inspection,  or  by  re-  and  must  occupy  considerable  time.  The 
agents.  The  blackening  depends  on  the  requisite  chemical  knowledge,  besides,  for 
formation  of  metallic  sulphurets  by  the  performing  the  process  adroitly,  is  not 
union  of  the  lead,  silver,  or  bismuth/ with  commtm;  and  the  probability,  after  all,  is, 
the  tulphur  either  of  the  hair  or  of  a  solu-  that  it  cannot  be  done  by  any  hands,  how- 
tion  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  applied  for  ever  expert,  uniformly,  and  so  as  not  to 
the  purpose.  Now,  muriatic  acid  will  display  various  tints  on  a  nearer  inspection. 
extract  the  bismuth,  and  nitric  acid  the  We  shall  now  proceed  to  sum  up  the 
lead,  from  hair  thus  dyctd ;  and  by  the  principal  points  to  be  attended  to  in  in- 
proper  tests,  these  metus  mapr  be  readily  vestigating  cases  of  doubtful  identity. 
detected  in  the  resulting  solutions.  When  Practical  rules, — M.  Orfila  has  suggested 
nitrate  of  silver  has  been  used,  the  process  a  good  set  of  practical  rules,  which  we 
of  detection  will  be  a  little  different.  Treat  may  adopt  with  some  slight  niodifica- 
the  hair  with  a  solution  of  chlorine,  bv  tion  :  1.  The  determination  of  the  sex 
which  chloride  of  silver  is  formed,  which  and  age  of  the  individual  should  be 
is  soluble  in  ammonia,  and  again  prccipi-  effected,  though  the  latter  be  only  pos- 
table  on  the  addition  of  nitric  acid;  in  sible  to  be  ascertained  in  a  nide  way. 
which  state  it  may  be  readily  detected  by  2.  The  stature  should  be  determined.  3. 
the  usual  means.  The  form  of  the  head  and  its  size  ought 

Mmuu  of  making  the  hair  of  a  lighter  colour,  to   be  noticed:    the   hair,  whether  it  be 

—When  the  object  is  to  render  dark  hair  thin  or  thickly  grown  ;  whether  the  fore- 

of  a  lighter  colour,  it  is  obtained  by  the  head    is    prominent    or   retreating ;    the 

employment  of  chlorine;    first  washing  eyes,  whether  large  or  small,  sunken  or 

the  hair  with  water  of  ammonia,  in  order  projecting ;  the  form  of  the  nose,  whether 

to  remove  all  greasiness.      One  part  of  short,  flat,  broad,  long,  aquiline,  or  point- 

stiottg  liquid  colorine,  dilated  with  four  ed ;  whether  the  lips  are  large  or  small — 

parte  of  water,  will  change,  in  the  course  with  or  without  scars;  the  teeth,  as  to 

•f  two  hours,  according  to  Orfila,  black  number  and  regularity  of  arrangement; 

bairtodariiL  chesnut.    By  successive,  im-  whether  the  mouth  is  big  or  little ;  the 

•M»icAi.GAsetT>,  voLsvilUp.«2.  ^^i"  •^n?^*  »'  double,  with  n  toav\^— 
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pointed  or  round ;  the  beard,  whether  thin  mentary  evidence,  which  there  are  so  many 

or  tufted ;  the  size  and  shape  of  the  coun-  ways  of  forging,  enough  has  been  said  to 

tenance.    4.  The  neck,  whether  short  and  inculcate  a  proper  degree  of  caution, 

thick,  or  thin  and  remarkably  long.  5.  The  Ere  1  conclude  I  should  wish  to  bring 

chest,  whether  well  or  ill  formed ;  the  sliape  to  your  notice  one  case  more,  which,  if  not 

oftheshoulders,with  reference  to  the  spinal  ?ery  instructive,  may  beat  least  amus- 

column;  whether  there  be  traces  of  gib-  ing.    About  three  vears  ago,  a  dead  woman 

bosity,  and  in  what  way — whether  ante-  was  taken  out  of  the  rif  er    at    Black- 

riorly,  posteriorly,  or  laterally ;   whether  friars'  bridge,  and  an  inouest  was  held  on 

the  individual  have  a  flat  sternum,  or  be  her.    She  was  identified  as  Eliza  Baker, 

what  is  called  hen-breasted ;  whether  the  aged  17.     A  Mr.  Wood  first  came  for- 

ensiform  cartilage  be  remarkable  for  any  ward  and  identified  her:  she  had  lived  with 

deviation  from   the  ordinary  shape;  the  him  as  a  servant,  but  his  wife  growing 

breadth  between    the  two  bases  of  the  jealous   of  her,  she  (Eliza  Baker)    was 

scapula.    6.  The  size  or  breadth  of  the  turned  ofi".    The  master  was  evidently  very 

pelvis.      7.    The    extremities  :    the    feet  much  attached  to  the  deceased,  for  he  cnt 

and  hands — whether    bulky,  clumsy,  or  00"  a  lock  of  her  hair  before  the  jury,  and 

otherwise;  the  fingers  particularly,  whe-  betrayed    the    utmost    grief.      He    also 

ther  long  or  short,  as  compared  with  the  fetched  the  deceased's  parents :  and  they 

hand  or  with  one  another;  whether  the  too,  upon  seeing  the  body,  were  loud  in 

knees    are    turned    in,    or    bowed ;    the  their  lamentations.    There  were  a  number 

ankles  projecting   more  than  usual;  the  ofwitnesses  examined,  mostly  relatives,  and 

feet  long    or    short,    well    proportioned,  they    all  swore  positively  to   the   body, 

or  broadand  flat;  whether  there  be  any  When  Mr.  Wood,  the  alleged  seducer  and 

difierence  in  the  length  of  the    legs,  or  destroyer  of  the  girPs  peace,  was  called 

any  deformity.    8.  Whether  the  genital  upon  to  give  his  evidence,  he  was  so  over, 

organs,  or  other  parts,  have  any  peculiar  come  by  his  feelings  at  the  melancholy 

malformation.     9.    Congenital    spots   on  occurrence,  that  nothing  could  be  made  of 

the  skin  ;   for  these  are  indelible,  while  him ;  in  fact,  he  was  like  a  man  in  a  state 

warts  or  tumors  of  any  kind  may  be  re-  of  stupefaction. 

moved  by  caustic.    10.    Cicatrices  from  (I  extract  the  remaining  details  from 

bums  are  good  proofs  of  identity,  or  where  the  Timei  report.) 

Uiey  result  from  wounds  or  the  spontane-  <<  Mrs.  Wood,  the  wife,  was  called  in ; 

ous  opening  of  tumors;   for  marks  of  this  she  is  twentv-eight  years  older  than  her 

kind  are  never  effaced,  and  may  often,  by  husband,  and  shook  her  head  at  him,  but 

reason  of  their  situation,  their  form,  their  nothing  was  elicited  from  her,  her  passion 

direction,  or  extent,  furnish  us  with  vain-  completely  overcoming  her  reason, 

able  indications.    And,  11.  Whether  there  A  juryman. — The  more    we  dive  into 

be  any  traces  of  fractures  or  luxations.  this  affair  the  more  mysterious  it  appears 

These  are  all   the   marks  and  tokens  against  BUr^  Wood, 

of  identity  on  which  we  as  medical  jurists  This  remark  was  occasioned  on  account 

can  rely.    As  for  a  number  of  other  points  of  some  marks  of  violence  on  the  body; 

mentioned  by  authors — such  as  the  beauty  there  had  been  a  blow  on  the  nose,  a  black 

or  ugliness  of  the  individual,  his  leanness  mark  on  the  forehead,  and  a  severe  woond 

or  plumpness,  the  colonr  of  the  eyes  and  on  the  thigh. 

hair— all  these  are  capable  of  alterations  The  jury  were  commencing  to  deliberate 

in  the  course  of  time,  and  the  latter,  as  we  on  their  verdict,  when  a  drayman  in  the 

have  seen,  by  art,  which  render  them  not  to  employ  of  Messrs.  Whitbread  and  Co., 

be  dependea  on.    The  age  of  the  person —  brewers,  walked  Into  the  jury -room,  and 

the  passions — the  diseases  to  which  he  is  said  that  be  wished  to  speak  to  the  coroner 

subject—the  climate  in  which  he  lives—  and  jury. 

the  kind  of  life  he  leads— the  nature  of  Mr.  Carter. — What  is  it  you  want? 

his  diet,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  in-  Drayman. — I  comes  to  say,  gentlemen, 

fluence  the  body  in  respect  to  the  tran-  that  Mrs.  Baker's  daughter,  you  are  now 

sitory  signs  just  mentioned.    The  well-  holding  an  inquest  on,  is  now  alive  and 

known  lines  of   Sir  Walter  Scott  may  in  good  health. 

perhaps  be  not  inappropriately  quoted : —  The  coroner  and  jury  (in  astonishment)^ 

Danger,  long  travel,  want,  or  woe,  —What  do^pu  say  ? 

Soon  change  the  funn  that  belt  we  know  J  Drayman. — Pll  swear  that  I  met  her 

'";„rb1'/;.{r.."S«?h%°hT.'  »»-^"y  •"  l»>e  «treeu,  «d  .poke  to  her. 

Hard  toll  can  roughen  form  and  face.  The  coroner.  Witnesses,  and  inry,  were 

And  want  can  quench  the  eye^s  bright  grace;  all  struck  With  amazement,  and  asked  the 

Kor  does  old  age  a  wrinkle  trace  drayman  if  he  could  bring  Eliza  Baker 

More  deeply  than  despair.  forward,  which  he  undert^k  to  do  in  a 

As  for  placing  any  reliance  on  mere  short  lime. 

resemblance,the  testimony  of  ordinary  oh-  In  the  interim  the  jury  and  witnesses 

servers,  the  recognition  of  parents,  friends,  went  again  to  view  the  body  of  the  de- 

•nd  relatioDSy  or  even  vevy  often  on  docu-  ceased;^  Mr.  Wood  shad  team  orcr  the 


MR.  COLLIER  ON  DRACUNCULUS.  217 

corpse^  and  was  greatly  affected,  as  were  inquiry ;  but  still  with  the  wish  (as  my 
all  her  relations.  The  drayman's  story  own  opportunities  have  been  but  desuf. 
was  treated  as  nonsense,  but  the  jury,  al-  tory  and  infrequent)  that  officers  would, 
though  of  the  same  opinion,  were  deter-  if  {hey  see  fit,  modify  or  add  to  them,  so 
mined  to  await  his  return.  as  to  comprehend,  in  the  way  most  con- 
In  abont  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  dray-  g^„^„^   ^.^^,,   ^y^^r,r  own   opinions,    the 

nan  «*V°^'a*"  i  Jv  «     ^J^cr^nm'!!!^  ^^oh  subject  which  is  thus  submitted 

Eliza  Baker,  a  fine  looking  young  woman,  ^           -   "^    r     *• 

and  in  fuU  health !           *^       *  for  our  investifiration. 

Sereral  of  the  jurors  remarked  that  ^^  '"aj  oe  convenient  to  assume,  as  a 
they  ncTcr  saw  such  a  strong  likeness  in  consequence  from  very  general  assent, 
their  lifes  as  there  was  between  Eliza  that  the  dracunculus  is  an  animal  within 
Baker  and  the  deceased,  which  fully  ac-  the  tissue  of  the  human  body,  and  that 
counted  for  the  mistake  that  the  witnesses  it  produces  a  disordered  state  of  the  part, 
bad  made.  which  (disorder),  although  it  may  resera- 
Tbewhole  scene  was  most  extraordinary,  tie  other  irregular  actions,  has  the  spe- 
and  the  countenances  of  witnesses  and  ^ifjc  appellation  of  ite  cause ;  and  hav- 
jurrmen  it  is  impossible  to  describe.  j^^  assumed  so  far,  it  remains  to  deter- 
there  was  no  evidence  to  prove  who  the  ^j        if  p,,ssible.  its   own  nature-its 


^  ^  no  eviaence  lo  proTe  wnci  ine  ^^j  if  possible,  its  own  nature- 
^**ll"'  ;!;il.\':!*^";^'^n™^ri  times  of  appearance-ite  character 
verdict 


,  u     — r  •        .• ♦":^^'    ^4..^^,!   •     nmco  ui  anpcarance-^its  characters  as 

eleven   honrs'    investigation,   returned   a     ,.  <  I   ,  .       i      r 

of  •  Found  drowned.' "  disease— and  the  rationale  of  cure. 


• 1.  What  is  the  organization  of  the 

dracunculus;  and,  as  corollaries,  what 

ON  DRACUNCULUS.  its  mode  of  movement,  of  nutrition,  and 

__  of  reprod  uction  ? 

2.  Has  climate  (in  the  widest  sense 

(ciacuLAE.)  Qf  ^hp  term),  and  has  season,  influence 

Bombay,  May  9, 1836.  over  its  appearance  in  the  human  body  ? 

To  the  Medical  Officenin  Charge  of  I>«es  sex,  age,  or  temperament,  dispose 

H.  M.'s  Regiments.  or  indispose  to  its  appearance  in  the 

^  subject  ? 

Sib,  3.  What  the  symptoms  which  mark 

I  BBO  to  transmit  to  yon  the  following  the  existence  of  dracunculus  in  a  part  ? 

extract  from  a  communication  from  the  4.  Rationale  of  euro  ? 

Diiector-General,  upon  the  "ubiect,  of  j  ^^^^  ^he  honour  to  be,  sir, 

the  Inspection  Report  upon  the  Hospi-  your  most  obedient  servant, 

tals  of  this  presidency:—  (Signed)    Charles  Collier, 

••  You    will,    I    hope,    encourage   by  ^        ^Deputy  In*pector.Gener«l! 

every  means  in  your  power  the  use  of 

the  stethoscope,  an  instrument  the  value  This  circular  was  addressed,  in  the 

of  which  is  every  day  becoming  more  month  of  May  last,  to  each  medical  of- 

evideot.  ficer  in  charge  of  corps ;  and  the  several 

**  The  subject  of  Dracunculus  is  one,  acknowledgments  or   it   are  herewith 

too,  which  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  submitted.     By  these  it  appears  that 

the  scientific  inquirer ;   and   I  have  to  nothing  has  been  added  to  their  former 

request  a  special  report  may  he  required  knowledge  of  dracunculus,  either  upon 

from   each   medical  officer  under  your  the  nature  of  the  animal,  its  immediate 

superintendence,    who  may  have   had  influence  upon  the  human  body,  or  the 

opportunities  of  investigatinfic  the  sub-  principles  of  cure.     Indeed,  tnc  whole 

ject.      It  may  he  sent  with  the  next  of  our  knowledge  concerning  dracun- 

annual  sick  returns,  but  disjoined  from  cuius  may  be  comprised  in  the  follow- 

tbem  so  as  to  admit  of  being  bound  up  ing  theorems : — That  it  is  an  animal ; 

separately.     It  ua^r  facilitate  the  in-  that  it  appears  in  the  cellular  tissue  of 

^uiry,  ifyon  will  cireulate  a  few  que-  the  body,  and  most  frequently,  but  not 

nes  to  each  medical  officer, and  transmit  universally,   in   the  lower  extremities; 

to  me  a  copy  of  the  same,  as  well  as  that,  sooner  or  later,  apparently  while 

your  own  review  of  the  answers."  making  its  wav  to  the  surface,  it  causes 

With  respect  to  this  last  subject  of  disturbance  of  the  part ;  and  that  this, 

dracunculus,  I  beg  to  propose  the  que-  like  other  local  disturbances,  afl^ccts  the 

ries  which  follow,  as  seeming  to  em-  constitution  variously,  according  to  ago, 

bnce  tfa«  more  important  points  of  the  temperament,  and  state  of  health  at  Uie 
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time.    Although  nothing  beyond  mere  This  general  description  of  the  class, 

conjecture  has  yet  been  offered  respect-  alike  vague  and   contradictory,  is  not 

ing  its  production,  its  habitat,  and  mode  made  clearer  by    either  of  ttese  able 

of  admission   into    the   body,    all    are  naturalists  in  their  account  of  the  genus 

agreed  that  its  presence  is  confined  nei-  of  Filaria;  so  that  even  after  their  la<. 

tner  to  person,  tu  sex,  nor  to  age — facts  boiirs,  all  the  more  interesting  facts  per- 

H'hich  make  still   more   mysterious  its  taining  to  Dracunculus  are  yet  deside- 

nature,  and.  still  more  difHcult  the  appli-  rata   in   science.    '*  There  can  be  per. 

cation  of  prophylactics.  ceived,"    it    is     further    said     by    M; 

It  is  almost  trivial  to  note,  that  the  Latreille,  in  his  account  of  the  'Class,* 
dracunculus  is  the  Filaria  medinensis,  "  neither  tracheue  nor  other  organs  of 
both  of  Cuvier  and  Lamarck;  that  the  respiration,  and,  therefore,  that  the  in- 
former has  ranged  it  in  his  first  Order,  fluence  of  the  oxygen  can  be  conimuui- 
^*  Nematoidea,"  of  Entozoa.  The  lat-  cated  only  by  the  medium  of  the  ani- 
ter  is  a  section  of  his  second  order  of  mals  in  which  they  live :  they  have  no 
Vermes ;  and  that  both  hold  it  to  be  trace  of  a  circulation,  and  traces  only  of 
essentially  a  zoophyte.  The  organiza-  nerves,  but  those  so  obscure,  as  to  have 
tion  of  Dracunculus  has  not  been  made  justified  doubts  upon  their  existence  at 
out,  it  would  appear,  by  any  member  of  all."  The  description  of  the  Dracuncu- 
our  service,  and  only  one  opportunity  of  lus  itself  is  well  given  both  by  M. 
examining  a  recent  specimen  ever  Latreille  and  M.  Lamarck,  and  it  an- 
offered  itself  to  me ;  but  from  that  exa-  swers  to  that  which  is  the  subject  of 
mination  I  could  satisfy  myself  upon  this  paper — a  body,  long  and  filiform, 
little  beyond  the  broad  facts  that  it  was  having  at  its  extremity  the  round  open- 
an  animal ;  that  its  body  was  tubular,  ing  of  the  mouth,  resembling  closely 
and  composed  of  two  tunics;  that  these  the  Gordii ;  and  again,  '*  Corpus  teres, 
were  fibrous;  that  there  were  nervous  filiforme,  suboBquale,  leevigatu/h,  seepc 
cords,  or  traces  of  cords  like  such,  and  longissimum,  rigidiusculum.  Os  termi- 
that  the  contents  of  the  tube  were  fluid,  nale,  orbiculare,  minimum." 
This  is  the  extent  of  my  knowledge  of  The  generic  history  of  Filaria,  by 
its  structure,  and  although  very  scanty,  M.  L.,  is  not  satisfactory,  because  it  as- 
yet  but  little  more  is  given  by  either  of  sumes  what  has  never  been  proved,  and 
the  eminent  naturalists  who  have  been  also  what  would  seem  to  be  bardly  com- 
alluded  to.  The  characteristic  features  patible  with  the  facts.  Afler  stating  that 
of  the  class  laid  down  by  M.  Cuvier  it  is  very  common  in  warm  climates,  it  is 
seem  to  involve  a  contradiction  or  else  said  to  insinuate  itself  (s'insinue)  uu- 
an  anomaly ;  and  it  is  scarcely  pos-  der  the  skin,  especially  of  the  legs,  and 
sible,  aAer  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  there  to  develop  itself  to  a  length  of  ten 
description,  to  avoid  the  inference,  that  feet  and  upwards ;  that  it  may  remain 
the  author  himself  was  hardly  satisfied  there  many  years  fplusieurs  annies) 
upon  the  subject,  and,  therefore,  that  withoutexciting  very  evident  sensations, 
his  language  became  obscure  and  con-  but  yet  that  sometimes  it  may  produce, 
tradictory.  according  to   the  part  attacked,  acute 

The  difficulty,  says  M.  Latreille  (who  suflTerings  and  violent  convulsions :  and 

compiled  this  part  of  the  work)  of  con-  when  it  does  show  itself,  to  be  seen  from 

ceiving  how  they  (the  Filarise)  attain  without,  then  it  is  laid  hold   of,  and 

the  part  where  found,  joined  with  the  drawn  out  very  slowly  from  the  dread 

fact  of  their  not  having  been  observed  of  breaking  it.     Its  size  is  that   of  a 

out  of  the  body,  has  given  rise  to  the  crow-quill.     Its  distinguishing  feature 

belief  of  spontaneous  generation.     1 1  is  is,  the  end  of  the  tail  being  both  hpok- 

now  certain,  not  only  that  the  greater  like  and  pointed. 

part  produce  ova,  or  living  prototypes,  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  show 

out  many  have  sexual  distinction,  and  the  vagueness  and  the  contradiction  of 

copulate  like  ordinary  animals  ("nitimaiu;  much  of  this.    Afler  confessing  the  dif- 

ordiuairet).      We   may,  then,  believe  ficulty  of  conceiving  how  the  Filarife 

that    they   are   propagated   by   germs,  gain   admission   into  the  parenchyma, 

small  enough  to  oe  transmitted  through  and  acknowledging  their  never  having 

the  narrowest  ways,  or  that  often  the  been  met  with  apart  from  the  body,  yet 

animals  in  which  they  live  bring  with  they  are  said  to  insinuate  themselves  be- 

them,  at  their  biKh,  the  germs ;  in  other  neath  the  skin,  without  one  fact  having 

terms,  that  the  Entozoa  may  be  connate,  been  adduced  to  prove  the  entrance,  ob 
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ment  adyanced  to  show  its  pos*  temperature  tbaii  the  plains,  there  is  no 

The  Filariie,  like  £ntozoa,  be-  facts  to  show. 

Eoophytes;   and  of  them  all  our  3.  The  pathognomonic  signs  of  the 

gemajr  be  said  to  be  negative,  presence   of  dracunculus  in  a  part,  is 

efore  obscure :  we  know  neither  the   appearance  of  a   bleb  (bulla),   o  r 

igiD,  their  mode  of  nutrition,  large  vesicle,  with,  as  it  may  be  sup- 

'  they  attain  the  place  where  posed,  inflammation,  greater  or  less  in 

IbuDd.  extent  and  in   intensity,  according  to 

>bserved  by  M.  Lamarck,  that,  circumstances :   at  the  bursting  of  the 

es,  during  which  •  observations  vesicle,  a  small  circular  aperture  is  per- 

m  going  on,  intestinal  worms  ceived,  and  soon  the  end  of  the  worm  is 

wlMged  S|>ecies  have  been  met  found,    either  projecting   through,    or 

Where  but  in  the  bodies  of  ani-  else  beneath  it.     As  this  is  the  com- 

I  where,  neither  in  the  earth,  the  menccment  of  the  worm^s  passage  out- 

or  in  the  interior  of  plants,  are  ward  in  most  instances,  so  a  bulla  be- 

iloguea  to  be  met  witn."  comes  a  proof,  although  not  universally 

regard  to  its  appearance  in  the  good,  of  the  animal's  existence  beneath. 

e  tame  author  says  it  inhabits  Exceptions  to  this  law  are  noted  by  M. 

totaneoos  ^cellular  tissue,  espe-  LatrciUe,    and,  indeed,    both   by    Dr. 

'  the  legs  and  feet  of  men,  and  Perston  and  by  Dr.  Wilkins.     Some- 

.  the  warm  climates  of  Asia,  times  the  worm  may  be  felt  beneath  the 

ind  America.    Is,  he  asks,  the  skin,  without  the  party  having  been 

^▼eloped  there  where  it  is  found,  conscious  of  its  presence  ;  sometimes, 

Dtroduced  from  without  ?    This  on  the  contrary,  tne  part  may  be  tumid 

f  introduction)  is  yet  doubtful,  and  red,  and  painful,  without  any  trace 

refore  its  genus  has  been   un-  at   the    moment  of  the  animal ;    and 

Some  individuals  have   been  agaui,  a  sudden  sense  of  pain,  as  from  a 

lore  than  two  feet  in  length  ;  thorn,  and  then,  as  Mr.  Wilkins  has  ob- 

s  apecies  in  other  animal  bodies  served,  the  dracuncle  to  be  mauifcsted. 

Simia  genus),  gracilis— of  birds  But  the  pathognomonic  sign,  subject,  as 

cs,  —  "  attcnuata," — "ovata," —  it  has  been  said,  to  some  exception,  is, 

I.  a  bleb,  with  slight  surrounding  inflam- 

is  branch  of  the  subiect  has  mation,  and  at  the  rupture  of  the  cuti- 

cussed  in  great  part  already—  cle  a  small  circular  aperture  :  beneath 

haa  to  do  with  tne  appearance  which   lies  the    worm ;    constitutional 

incle,  since  it  is  found  only  in  sympathy    depends    upon   appreciable 

limates;  but  then  as  it  is  not  causes,  of  course,  but  this,  when  all  con- 

I  all,  (it  is  not  found,  for  in-  ditions  are  estimated,  may  be  affirmed 

it  the  Mauritims,  which  is  ba-  to  be  strangely  low.     There  is  a  tact  in 

ke  Bombay  (excepting  in  sub-  detecting  dracunculus,  which,  like  all 

it  there).  Its  topography  tracked  experimental  knowledge,  may  be  fv'otten 

«t  a  aesideratum;  and  as   the  only   by  practice.     Experience  is  re- 

Domber  of  cases  of  it  have  (]uired,  that  is,  for  the  diagnosis,  as  it 

:  in  the  hottest  months,  season  is,  for  the  surer  removal  of  the  cause; 

m  to  have  something  to  do  with  but  this  leads  me  to  the  last  of  the  con. 

iction ;  and  yet,  as  if  to  baflie  siderations. 

generalization,  while  common  The  rationale  of  cure  consists  in  the 

ee,  not  an  instance  of  it  has  removal  of  the   worm  whole,  (for,  if 

in  the  contiguous  cantonment  broken  in  the  attempt,  the  fluid  exuded 

ah.      The  oMervation  of  Dr.  from  it  excites  higher  inflammation)  if 

which  has  been  extensive,  sup-  possible ;  but  if  tnat  may  not  be,  by 

^  inference  that  the  male  is  more  gradual  extraction,  day  by  day,  taking 

to  it  than  the  female,  and  the  care  to  retain  the  part  already  drawn, 

an  the  child  ;  but  relatively  so  by  a  simple  yet  easy  apparatus.      This 

r  **  all  (he  observes)  are  obnoxi-  is  the  method  followed  by  the  native 

ta    invasion."     Dracunculus  is  medical  men  as  well ;  and,  indeed,  as 

lely  known;  in  fact,  over  India  it  is  not  possible  to  follow,  in  many 

under  varying  conditions  of  sub-  instances,  the  winding^  of  the  worm, 

1,  water,  andeven  temperature ;  and  as   further  mischief  results   from 

tber  it  be  found  on  ground  so  it    if  ruptured,    it    seems    to  be    the 

to  CAttse  a  lower  mean  average  the  only  one  practicable ;  there  is  some 
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tact,  of  course,  required  for  the  prac-  most  commoti  in,  the  hot  dry  montln  i 

tice,  but,  then,  it  is  a  tact  which  is  easily  hut  then    capriciouslj    appearin)f,    in 

prottcn.    Warm,  or  rather  hot,  fomen-  many  instances,  at  one  place,  and  not 

tations  are  preferred,  while  the  worm  is  at  afl  at  another  in  its  neig^fabourfiood. 

yet  in  its  nidus,  and  so  they  are,  indeed,  The  worm  consists  of  two  tonics,  which 

through   all  the  subsequent  processes,  are  evidently   fibrous;   it   is  famished 

It  has  appeared  to  me,  and  the  sugg'es-  with  an  orbicular  mouth  at  one  end,  at 

tion  has  been  ofTerod,  that  evaporation  the  other  (which  is  pointed  and  curved) 

by  cold   lotions  would  act  better ;  but  is  the  anift,  and  a  tube  or  alimentary 

my  clinical  opportunities  have  been  too  canal  is  extended,  probably,  between 

few  to  give  terms  for  comparison.     The  them.     There  are  traces  to  l>e  perceived 

method  of  extraction  is,  no  doubt,  tedi-  of  what  appear  like  nervous  cords,  but 

ous  (the  averag-e  period  of  cure  being  here  is  closed  our  knowledge  upon  its 

not  less  than  a  month),  and  it  acts  pre-  structure.    Nothing  is  known  about  its 

judicially,  by  the  con^nement  and  the  circulation,  if  any, its  mode  of  nutrition, 

suffering,  upon  the  health;  sometimes,  reproduction,  or  existence   in  the  part 

also,  especially  when  in  the  neighbour-  where   found ;    all   these  general  facts 

hood  of  a  large  joint,  the  local  inflara-  belong,  indeed,  to  that  vast  family  of 

mation  is  so  vehement  and  extensive  as  Being  at  its  source,  where  objects,  by 

to  be  a  source  of  sinuses    and   other  their  minuteness,   and   by,  so  to  sav, 

and  further  mischief  than  had  first  been  their  peculiarities  of  existence,   baffie 

done.      As  such    consequences,    when  observation  and  elude  inquiry.     Specu- 

they  do  happen,  come  within  the  gene-  lation  may  be  hazarded,  but  speculation 

ral  domain  of  surgerv,  they  need  not  be  can  form  no  base  for  therapeutics, 
dwelt  upon  here.     I'be  constitution  is         II.  Climate  has  to  do,  no  doubt,  with 

to   be  attended   to,  and  the  actions  of  dracunculus,  since  it  does  not  exist,  so 

the  part  quieted   by  position,  by   free  far  as  it  has  been  hitherto  learnt,  ex- 

openings  for  the  discharge  of   fluids,  eepting  in  warm  latitudes,  but  then  not 

and  by  suitable  applications.  continuously ;  preferring,  whatever  the 

It  has  sometimes  occurred  to  me,  I  cause  may  be,  one  spot  to  another,  and 
confess,  that  it  would  be  better,  when  the  hottest  dryest  months  are  those  roost 
dracunculus  had  made  its  appearance  suited  for  its  development ;  but,  under 
in  a  part,  if  the  whole  matter  were  suitable  circumstances,  there  is  no  ex- 
taken  into  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  ;  cmption  to  be  found  in  age,  or  sex,  or 
the  worm  extracted  by  incisions,  if  pos-  condition  of  life, 
sible,  and  if  not,  extracted  entire,  be-  III.  The  symptoms  are  a  bleb,  or 
lievin^i^  that  such  would,  by  their  own  else  a  larg^  vesicle,  with  slight  sor- 
operation,  be  preferable  to  the  process  rounding  inflammation,  and,  at  the 
resorted  to  ;  but  more  opportunity,  and  bursting  of  the  cuticle,  a  circular  aper- 
the  consideration  of  others*  opinions,  ture  to  the  worm  beneath ;  oecasionallr 
have  altered,  or  modified  at  least,  that  erythematous  appearance,  without  bleb 
impression.  or  vesicle;  sometimes  the  worm  itself 

To  sum  up,  then,  what  is  known  at  to  be  felt  under  the  cuticle,  witfaoot  lo- 

this  presidency,  upon  dracunculus  and  cal  action  or  disturbance  of  any  kind, 
its  treatment,'  in  order  that  our  know-         IV.  The  removal  of  the  worm  whole, 

ledge  may  he  compared  with,  and  clu-  if  possible,  at  once;    if  not  possible, 

cidated  by,  inquiries  at  other  places,  the  whether  from  local  attachment  or  from 

following  generalization  is  submitted: —  depth  of  situation,  then  by  the  pniceas 

I.  Dracunculus  is  a  round  thread-  of  extraction,  which  is  well  described 
like  worm,  attaining  a  length  of  *two  by  the  officers  who  have  seen  much  of 
feet  and  upwards ;  and  it  is  fuund  in  the    the  affection. 

parenchyma  of  the  human  body,  exten-  This  method,  or  process,  is  soon  ac- 
sively  over  India,  without  much  respect  quired,  as  it  is  easilj  practised  (indeed 
for  age,  or  sex,  or  condition.  Its  ap-  the  patient  mostly  ministers  to  himself), 
pearance,  though   not  confined   to,    is     and   it  involves  very  little  pain.    The 

objections  to  it  are  its  tediousneas,  and 


•  -rvi      wi  u  I  .K  1    ^v    #  41.       .     .  the  injury  which  may  be  sustained  by 

*  This,  which  is  the  lenctb  of  the  animal,  as  .,       i''   1/1.    j             ^i_            •  j      r       -I 
elreo  byM.  Lamarck,  it  confirmed  by  theexne-  ^"0    bealth    dunng  the   penod   oF  CUre. 
rience  of  medical  olBcera  here.    Dr.  Peraton  has  NoW   it    was   tO  avoid  both  thfse  resulls 

^i^Sr,mZ,r^^  "V:^^J^u:^iiX'i  »•""  •  b«Her  .urg*ry  offered  itself  to 

doe*  sometimes  exceed  even  ten  feet.  me  as  preferable ;  assuming  that,  at  the 
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wont,  ikiliiu|^  to  remoFe  the  worm  at  driven  forwards  aud  outwards,  and  pre- 

once,  it  would  still  place  parts  in  a  bet-  senting  that  surface  whicli  in  its  natural 

ter  state  for  supporting  the  secondary  position  would  be  in  contact  with  the 

actions,  and  to  expedite  recovery.     But  os  calcis.    I  steadily  kept  pressure  as 

this  impression  has  been  much  modified,  firmly  as  I  could,  for  nearly  a  quarter 

both  by  my  own  aud  by  others'  expen-  of  an  hour,  upon  the  prominent  os  navt- 

ence,  and  I  am  now  content  to  witness  culare,  in  tiie  direction  of  the  joint,  to 

the  slow  process  of  extraction,  s^  being,  which  I  was  directed  by  the  ends  of  the 

<m  thf  whole,  the  safer  mode  of  cure,  tibia,  which  was  plainly  to  be  seen  be- 

The  matter  is  altogether  peculiar,  and  so  neath  the  astragalus.     At  the  expira- 

mst  be,  apparently,  the  management  tion  of  this  time  I  had  the  satisfaction 

of  it.  to  see  the  bones  slip  into  their  proper 

Chables  Collier.  places,  and  the  foot  resume  its  natural 

Dep.lnsp.  o«:n.Hosp.  character.     The  end  of  the  fibula  was 

._ not  fractured.     Having  placed  the  limb 

in  proper  splints,  I  conducted  him  home, 

CA8B  OF  COMPOUND  where  he  was  met  by  his  family  sur- 

DISLOCATlONoPTHE  ASTRAGALUS  ^feon,  Mr.  Wickham,  of  Winchester,  in 

AND  OS  NAVICULARE.  ^^^^s?  *^^«  ^*.n^s  ?  ^^^  f'f^jy  satisfac- 
tion in  knowing  it  would  be  watched 

""~"  with  an  active  and  intelligent  eye.    The 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^^^  ^^  *}<>»?  remarkably  well ;  and  by 

a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. 

Sim,  Wickham,  he  tells  me — ^*  I  am  able 

I  BEG  to  inclose  you  a  very  rare  case    now  to  inform  vou  that  Colonel  G 's 

of  compound  dislocation  of  the  astra-  case  has  been  brought  to  the  most  sa- 

galns  and  os  naviculare,  if  yon  have  tisfactory  termination.     The  wound  is 

room  to  place  it  in  your  valuable  jour-  healed,  the  motion  of  the  joint  is  per- 

nal.— I  am,  sir,  feet,  and  the  swelling  of  the  part  is 

Yoar  obedient  servant,  nearly  reduced.    Weakness,  which  time 

C.  M.  Burnett.  only  can  remove,  and  the  occasional 

AltoD.  Hants,  puffiness  from  use,  arc  the  only  remain- 

Joly  10, 1880*.  ing  effects  of  the  injury.    You  are  aware 

.              .  that    the    progress    of    the    case    has 

Colonel  0-—  »  an  active  man,  of  a  scarcely  been  interrupted,  and  that  in- 
spare  babitof  body,  upwards  of  60  years  flammatorr  symptoms  only  once  occur- 
ofagc  On  the  23d  of  February  last  he  red  during  the  period  of'^his  confine- 
was  fox-hunting,  and  had  made  a  lean,  ment;  these  were  ushered  in  by  a  rigor 
iihen  suddenly  be  found  himself  unable  and  succeeding  heat;  they  occurred 
to  follow,  in  consequence  of  his  right  about  three  weeks  after  the  accident, 
foot  being  displaced.  His  usual  habit  and  only  lasted  a  few  hours.  At  pre- 
waa  to  nde  in  his  stirrun.  the  foot  rest-  sent  he  is  able  to  walk  with  crutches, 
ing  on  its  outer  side.  When  I  first  saw  without  the  least  inconvenience,  and  the 
him  the  boot  had  been  removed,  which,  limb  bears  occasionally  its  share  of  the 
from  the  force  of  the  injury,  had  given  weight  of  (he  body.  As  to  the  motion 
way,  the  bones  protruding  through  it.  ©f  the  joint,  it  cannot  only  be  per- 
Tbe  foot  was  dislocated  inwards,  at  formed  by  myself,  but  he  can  freely 
right  angles  with  the  leg ;  and  two  bend  and  extend  the  foot." 
hones  were  plainly  to  be  seen  projecting 

out  of  a  wound,  which  was  about  three  Upon  this  very  interesting  case  allow 

inches  in  length,  extending  across  the  me  to  make  a  few  observations. 

outer  ankle.  As  I  have  not  been  able  to  hear  or 

I    carefully  examined   the  situation  read  of  a  similar  case  to  this,  it  may  be 

and  shape  of  these  bones:   the   upper  doubted  whether  the  os  naviculare  was 

one,  the  os  naviculare,  had  projected  its  really  displaced;  but  of  the  existence 

cuneiform   surface    outwards    and   for-  of  the  fact  I  cannot  be  deceived,  for  I 

wards,  in  an  oblioue  direction ;  and  the  saw  and  felt  both  this   bone  aud   the 

other  bone  was  the  astragalus,  which  astragalus  before   thev   were   reduced. 

had  forwken  ite  natural  cavity,    was  And  as  I  was  enabled,' bjr  keeping  up  a 

•  Tte  mcr  only  mcM  at  l»t  we«k.-Eo.  l«njr-continucd  pressure  in  the  most  fa- 

G^a.  vourable  direction,  to  reduce  the  joint 
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to  iU  natural  state,  it  is  reasonable  to  TWO  CASES   OF   PERICARDITIS: 
infer,  in  all  cases  where  toe  astragulus 

alone  has  been  dislocated,  that  it  may  hy  ^""  auscultatory  diaohosis 

perseverance  be  replaced ;  althoufs^h  we  ^^^  rbmares. 

admit,  where  dislocation  of  the  foot  has  

not  taken  place,  this  operation  is  ren-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medicmi  Gmzette, 

dered  more  difficult.     The  consequences 

of  this  hone  not  being' replaced  involve  ^'*» 

its  death  and  subsequent  extraction,  if  About  twelve  months  since  I  read  b€« 

amputation  be  not  resorted  to  previously,  f(»re  the  Physical  Society  of  Gny'a  Hoa- 

to  shorten  the  process  of  mortiHcation  pital  **  Some  Observations  on  the  DiafP- 

which    would    otherwise    take     place,  nosis    of   Pericarditis,"    which,    conn* 

Delpech      mentions     three     ways     in  derahly    contracted,    were    aflerwards 


pieieiy  inrusi  oui  oi  lis  natural  position,  paper  a  maue  no  menuoD   oi  l^r.  vv  al- 
and thrown  upon  the  dorsal  surface  of  son  as  one  of  the  contributors  to  the  pa- 
thc  tarsus,"  is  the  nearest  approach  to  tholoj^y  of  this  disease.      I   think  it, 
the  present  case ;  for  here  it  would  have  therefore,  due  both  to  that  gentleiiiaii 
taken  its  place  on  the  dorsal  surface,  and  myself,  to  state,  that  the  canae  of 
accompanied  by  the  os  naviculare,  had  this  omission  was  my  ifporanoe  of  the 
not  the  tarsus  been  dislocated  inwards,  fact  of  his  having'  wntten   opon  the 
He  says,  "  in  a  case  of  lateral  luxation  complaint,  and  that,  till  UStd  instaat, 
of  the  foot,  we  have  seen  the  astragalus  when  looking  over  the  sixteenth  TolaBe 
completely  thrown  out  of  its  natural  of  tlie  Medical  Gazbttb  lor  aaolher 
position,  and  carried  on  the  dorsal  sur-  purpose,  I  had  never  enjoyed  the  ad- 
face  of  the  cuboid  bone ;  and  what  is  vantage  of  reading*  his  clinical  lectuict 
still  more  singular,  notwithstanding  the  upon  the  subject.    This,  air,  to  aiyself 
great  displacement,  which  supposes  a  is  a  misfortune,  as,  agreeing  with  Dr. 
complete  isolation  of  the  bone,  on  mak<  Watson  in  many  iii{portant  particulars^ 
ing  use  of  the  necessary  extensions  on  in  some  of  which  we  both  differ  from 
the  leg  and  foot,  while 'making  at  the  some  recent  writers  upon  pericarditis; 
same  time  compressitms  upon  the  astra-  and  having  both  arrived  at  onr  conclu- 
galus,  in  a  direction  from  before  back-  sions  after  strict  observation  of  the  dis- 
wards,  it  was  brought  back  into  its  na-  ease,  and  without  any  communication 
tural  situation,  the  luxation  of  the  foot  on    the    subject,  1  should  have  been 
was  reduced,  and  an  easy  and  rapid  highly  gratified  to  have  been  enabled 
cure  was  obtained  ;  and  the  bone  thus  to  advance  so  distinguished  ft  name  as 
displaced  preserved  from  necrosisf ."     It  that  of  Dr.  Watson,  as  a  supporter  dT 
seems,  if  the  astrafi^alus  is  to  be  pre-  the  opinions  J  then  advocated. 
served,   and    the  joint  completely   re-  In  some   minor  particulan  I   differ 
stored,  it  must  be  reduced.     In  those  from  that  gentleman,  as  will  be  seen  by 
cases  recorded,  where  this  bone  has  not  the  observations  appended  to  the  two 
been  reduced^,  necrosis  has  taken  place,  cases  I  herewith  send,  should  yon  con- 
followed  by  its  discharge  or  extraction ;  sider  them   suitable  for  the  pagea  of 
and  though  the  foot  has  been  spared,  it  your  journal.      The    former   occurred 
has  been  at  the  expense  of  shortening,  manj^  months  since,  and  I  regret  that 
and  almost  anchylosis.  but  few  notes  were  taken ;  it  u  thoe- 
There  is  every  probability,  if  the  dis-  fore  brief  and  general:  the  latter  has 
location  in  the  present  case  had  not  been  taken  place  very  recently,  and  is  there- 
reduced,  that  the  displacement  of  the  two  fore  more    copiously  and  particiilariy 
bones  would  have  occasioned  the  loss  detailed.^-I  am,  sir, 
of  the  entire  foot.  Your  obedient  servant, 
. — H.  M.  Hughes,  BLD. 

*  Delpccb,    lfal%diM   Chirnrglcalet,   vol.   Hi.  13,  WelUoeton- street,  Saatbvark. 

P-  l^»-  Oct.»,  1836. 
^  lb.  p.  140. 

x.^i'm;""''^''  ''^"'""'  ""*• ''  ^'  ^' ''  """''  .  Case  I.~H.  W.,  a^  18,  a  thin  de- 

licate  youth,  of  pale  face  and  light  com- 

nlexion,  afler  exp<Mure  to  wet  and  cold, 
became  affected  with  rheumatiain  of  a 
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subacute  character,  for  which  he  came  On  the  2^  the  frottemeut  had  nearly-, 

under  medical  treatment  on  the  15tli  of  or  quite  disappeared.     The  soufflet  was 

April.     He  was  bled,  and  took  the  com-  still  distinct ;  and  some  pain  and  ten- 

mon    medicines  for    rheumatism    with  demess  remaining,  fifteen  leeches  were 

verj  great  relief.     On  the  18th,  it  was  applied  with  temporary  relief. 

discoTered  that  he  had  pain,  and  some  On  the  27th,  some  pain  still  existing*, 

tenderness  on  pressure,  at  the  scrobicu-  twenty  more  leeches  were  ap]>lied.    The 

lus  cordis,  and  at  the  intercostal  spaces  frottement  had  entirely  ceased,  but  the 

over  the  precordial  region.     He  con-  bruit  de  soufBet  was  yet  very  distinct ; 

stantly  maintained  the  recumbent  posi-  the  respiration  remained  but  very  little 

tiou  without  inconvenience,  and  turned  affected. 

to  either  side  without  much  distress;  He  was  now  ordered  Antim.  Tart.  g^r.  i, 

though  his  pain  was  slightly  increased  Opium,  pr.  f ,  and  Calomel,  gr.  ij. 

by  lying  on  the  left,  and   his  easiest  every  night;  and  a  mixture  with  Tr. 

poetore  was   with    the  body  partially  Digitalis,  trtx. ;  Nitr.  Potass,  gr.  xv. ; 

turned  towards  the  right  side.     He  had  and    Sp.  iEther.  Nitr.    wixv.  three 

no  cough ;  his  respiration  was  but  very  times  a  day. 

dightly  hurried ;  his  tongue  was  white  About  ten  davs  after  this  he  had  some 
•ud  moist;  and  his  pulse  rather  fre-  slight  return  of  pain,  for  which,  on  May 
qnent,  thrilling,  and  regular.  The  chest  7th,  a  blister  was  applied  with  benefit. 
was  resonant  on  percussion,  and  there  On  the  11th  he  was  ordered  decoct* 
was  no  unnsual  dulness  in  the  preecor-  cinchon.  and  sulphuric  acid,  and  in  a 
dial  region;  the  respiratoTT  murmur  week  or  two  returned  to  his  employ- 
was  natural.  The  impulse  of  the  heart  ment,  previousl)^  to  which  I  ascertained 
was  sharp,  but  not  Leaving ;  and  its  that  though  the  impulse  of  the  heart  was 
rhythm,  as  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained,  rather  feeble,  its  rhythm  and  sounds  were 
appeared  normal.  The  first  sound  was  natural,  and  that  no  bruit  de  soufflet, 
teplaced,  or  masked,  by  a  ftrtitV  de  sauf.  even  after  walking  briskly  for  a  short 
£etf  which  was  heard  over  the  whole  distance,  could  now  be  discovered. 
Iieart,  but  most  clearly  in  the  situation 

of  the  aortic  valves;  the  second  sound  Case  II. — Samuel  Barney,  aged  31, 
was  scarcely  audible.  On  the  outer  a  thin  delicate-looking  man,  of  light 
side  of  the  left  nipple  was  distinctly  complexion  and  Ij^mphatic  tempera- 
beard  a  double  rubbing  sound,  the  ment,  became  a  patient  of  the  Surrey 
frottement  of  the  French  authors  and  Dispensary,  under  my  care,  27th  Sept. 
Dr.  Stokes,  the  '*  to-and  fro  sound"  of  last.  He  is  by  occupation  a  dancing 
Dr.  Watson.  It  had  no  similitude  to  and  music  master,  and  has  been  very 
the  creaAtn^r  of  new  leather,  but  exactly  regular  in  his  habits.  He  has  been 
resembled  the  noise  produced  by  tbe  married  six  years,  but  has  had  no  chil- 
friction  of  two  rough  and  rather  soft  dren.  He  has  on  two  occasions  pre- 
surfaces.  It  was  confined  to  a  small  viously  been  tbe  subject  of  rheumatism  ; 
circomscribed  space,  was  very  superfi-  and  though  he  does  not  recollect  to  have 
cial,  and  perfectly  distinct  from  tbe  been  affected  at  such  times  with  dysp- 
bruit  de  soufflet ;  which,  moreover,  ap-  noca,  palpitation,  or  any  symptoms  of 
peared  to  be  produced  only  during  the  thoracic  obstruction,  be  has  been  very 
systole,  whereas  the  frottement  evidently  liable  to  catarrh,  and  has  more  than 
accompanied  both  the  systole  and  dias-  once  been  confined  in  consequence  of 
tole  of^the  ventricles.  pain  of  the  left  side ;  and  for  the  last 

He  was  ordered  to  be  cupped  over  the  Jear,  when  exerting  himself  more  labo- 

region  of  the  heart,  and  to  take  Calo-  """^^^  .^t*°  ordinarily    has  been  trou- 

mel,  gr.  j. ;  James's  Powder,  gr.  iv. ;  bled  with  dyspnoea,   pleurodynia,   and 

Ext   of  Henbane,  gr.  iij.  everv  four  palpitation, 

hours,  in  a  simple  saline  draught.  .  Two  weeks  previously  to  my  seeing 

^      ,     ^,- ,    ,,                           1.   1  1  him,  after  exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  he 

OnthelJHh  the  gums  were  slightly  ^^^  attacked  with  rheumatic  pains  of 

all^ted  ;  the  nam  was  rather  less ;  the  j^e  limbs,  tbe  increase  of  which  bad,  for 

robbingr  sound  less  distinct    and  heard  ^i,^  j^^  ^^^  ^^  se^^„  j         confined  him 

oirer  a  still  smaller  space;  but  the  bel-  ^^  bed.     I  found  him  at  my  first  visit 

aoand  remained  as  before.  labouring  under  subacute  rheumatism. 

Tlie  piUs,&c.  to  becontinued  three  times  The  wrists  and   ankles   were  swollen, 

a  dsy  only.  rather  red,  painful,  and  very  tender ;  the 
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toiif^ue  was  dean  and  moist,  with  the  tenderness;  he  had  passed  a  restless 
exception  of  two  broad  lateral  furred  night.  The  dulness  ox  the  chest,  sounds 
lines ;  the  margins  of  the  gums  were  of  the  heart,  tenderness  at  the  scrobicu- 
ulcerated  ;  the  countenance  appeared  lus  cordis,  and  pain  on  deep  respiration, 
natural ;  the  pulse  116,  small, fluid, and  remained  as  before.  Respiration  easy; 
regular;  the  respirations  22,  and  unem-  tongue  clean  and  moist;  pulse  120, 
barrasscd.  He  had  no  cough,  nor  any  small,  soft,  and  irregular,  excepting 
thoracic  uneasiness,  '  when  perfectly  that  about  everjr  60th  l)eat,  a  little  de- 
quiet,  but  on  deep  inspiration  felt  some  lay,  not  amounting  to  an  intermission, ' 
pain  under  the  left  breast,  which   I  as-  was  observable. 

certained  had  first  appeared  on  the  pre-  c.  C.  part,  dolent.  ad.  Jx.  Rep.  Pil.  e. 

vious  day ;  he  lay  flat  in  his  bed,  and  felt  Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  ij.  Omitt  Mist 
no  inconvenience  (except  from  pain  of 

the   extremities   in  the  act  of  moving)  On  the  30th  he  could  turn  to  either 

by   turning  to   the  right  side,  though  8»de     without    inconvenience,    having 

some   uneasiness  was  produced   by  in-  found  much  more  decided  relief  from 

dining  to  the  left.    There   was  some  the  cupniug  than  from  the  venesection ; 

tenderness  on  pressure  below  the  ensi-  pu^se  104,  so(^  and  fluid  ;  skin  natural; 

form   cartilage,  but  none  at  the  inter-  no  mercurial  action  was  evident  on  the 

costal  spaces  over  the  heart.    The  chest  ffu^s  ;  tongue  slightly  furred ;  impulse 

was  generally  fairly  resonant  on  per-  of  '»cat,  and  dulness  as   fofmerly;  no 

cussion,  but  considerable  dulness  and  ^rui*  "  "ow  heard  at  the  scrobiculus 

some  contraction  existed  over  the  lower  cordis,  but  the  natural  sounds  appear 

ribs  on  the  left  side,  near  the  heart ;  the  weak  ;  below  the  led  nipple  was  beard 

remainder  of  the  pnecordial  region  was  *  harsh  bruit  de  soufliet,  or  rape,  syn- 

not  more  dull   than  natural.     The  im-  chronous  with,  and  following  the  systole 

pulse  of  the  heart  was  weak;  the  rhythm  of,  the  ventricles,  and   concealing  the 

could  not  be  ascertained,  as,  excepting  sound  attending  the  disastole ;  above, 

over  the   ensiform   cartilage,  where  it  and  to  the  outer  side  of  the  led  nipple, 

was  indistinctly  audible,  the  double  flap  »»   addition  to,  and   perfectly    distant 

...  from,  but  still  partially  concealing  this 

,   was    a    superficial    rough    rub. 
or  grating  noise,  which  was  almost 

tiie  inner  side  of  the  left  nipple,  but  continuous,  or  at  least  had  no  jegular 

more  harsh  and  grating  on  the  outer  side  ^^^  perfect  intermissions, 

of  the  same  point;  the  former  resembling  Rep.  Pil.   6tis  horis,  et  Capiat  Mist 

the  friction  of  two  pieces  of  cloth,  the  si  opus  erit. 

latter  that  of   rough   homy    surfaces.  r\  ^   ^  ^      -o    »..      a      i_  ^            j* 

This  sound  did  not  accompany  merely  ,.  ^^i^'  i^^T®'"'*  *?^'' ^"*  "'''*  ''i"" 

the  first  or  second  sound  of  iWe  org;an,  ^^^^  *»*^^"*  «^«''  *  ^^^S^  «P»^  5   P"^*« 

but  obscured  both,  and,  though  varying  '                                    i  i^      v 

in   intcnsitv,    appeared   to   be   without  ^^P-  P"-  ^cr  die  Empl.  Canthand.  re- 

intermission.    The  respiratory  murmur  gioni  cordis;    Capt  Hanst.    Efferv. 

was  audible  over  the  chest,  excepting  at  nons. 

the  base  of  the  lefl  lung.  3d. — The  blister  removed  all  remains 

Ordered  Hirudines,    x.  parti    dolent.  of  pain,  but  he  now  complained  of  some 

Antim.  Tart.  gr.  J.  Opii,  gr.  i.    Hyd.  tenderness  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ccecum ; 

Sabmur.  gr.  j.  4tis.  horis;  etMaffnes.  no  action  of  mercury  upon  the  gums; 

Siilph.  3ss.    Vin.  Colcb.  388.    Mist,  sounds  of  the  heart  unaltered. 

Camph.  ^iss.  ter  die.  p 

The  next  day  I  found  the  symptoms  ^.lt?         *^        uj              j.l 

little  chan-ed  l  the  pain  as  befcre ;   tBe  4th.-Fomentetions  bad  removed  the 

bowels  oni>  once  re/ieved,  and  then  not  ^Momind  tenderness ;  below  the  nipple 

r^^  «.«.!:«;.»«  was  still  heard  a  harsh  bruit  dc  soufllet. 

from  meuiciiie.  .    i         .■  .        .   .        j    *  •*         *    • 

,^  ^   ..         ,     .               ■«,...,,  *nd  above  this  point,  and  at  its  exterior 

^•^'3^'l^{VTlm,B^glt.dvh(iml.    Rep.  ^j,^  frottement   still  existed,   but  now 

PiLeont.Mist  ad  plm.  alv.  solutio-  consisted  of  three  regularly  auceesaive 

sounds  which  may  be  thus  represented— 

20th. — The  bowels  had   been  freely  tee  te  te-^tee  te  te — tee  ie  te;    tongue 

acted  upon  by  medicine,  the  wrists  and  rather  morbidly  clean  and  smooth,  not 

ankles  were  quite  free  from  pain  and  red ;  pulse  88,  with  the  slight  delay  be- 


AUSCULTATORY  DIAGNOSIS  AND  REMARKS.  235 

fore  obsenred  occtirrin^  less  frequently ;  the   natural  double-flapmng-  sounds  of 

there  was  still  no  mercurial  action,  as  the  heart  were  distinguished,  still  feeble, 

evinced  by  the  salivary  glans  or  gums.  hut  pure.     Over  the  cartilages  of  the 

Peivat  third  and  fourth  ribs  it  is  now  clearly 

6th.^The  rubbing  noise  had  entirely  audible  the  second  sound  in  its  naturil 

dbappeared,  but  both  above  and  below  ^^^^^'^^  ^sfme  uneasiness  in  shoulders  ; 

systole,  and  runmig  into  and  obscuring  '^"°-     Ordered  again-- 

the  second  sound  of  the  heart ;  pulse  96,  ^^^\:  Cinchon.  c.  Conf.  Aromat.  9j. 

sHgbtly  thrilling.  <^'  ^'^'    ^P-  P"^^-  8^'-  ""•  ^"-  °*^^- 

6th.— Alvine  evacuations  green  from  24th.— He  continued  free  from  pain  ; 

mercury  for  the  first  time,  but  still  no  the  shoulders  were  now  quite  easy;  his 

appearance  of  salivation ;  complains  of  appetite  was  good  ;  his  sleep  natural ; 

some  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  right  the  duluess  of  the  chest    had    almost 

hypocbondrium  on  turning  or  lying  on  disappeared ;    the   pulse   was  96,   and 

toe  left  side.  feeble ;    and   the  sounds  of   the   heart 

Pil.  Hydraig.  gr.  iv. ;  Opii,  p.  f  ter  die.  remained   as   at  last  report :   believing 

Omitt  Mist!  Appi.  HiriSines  vj.  et  them   to  arise  from  chronic  affection  of 

Fotoi,  parti  dolent  the  valves,  and  probably  to  be  beyond 

8th.-I  this  day  heard  for  the  first  the  reach  of  medicine,  after  givinj.  many 

lime  that  he  was  not  only  troubled  with  directions    as    to    exercise,    food     and 

piles,  but  bad  passed  s^me  blood  after  ^^^^^'^^J?'  ^  ^^"^  regularly  to  visit  him. 

each  evacuation  for  the  last  two  or  three  ^                  o^l             r      v  •        • 

dars ;  bruit  less  barsh  ;  be  uow  afain  RBMABKs.-There  are  few,  I  >masr.ne, 

cobplmined  of  some  pain  and  sfight  '»«•».  ^fte'  ««  «»"en/'^e  pe™**'  »(''•« 

•weAiDg  of  tbe  wrists.  "^  preceding  cases,  will  have  any  doubt  as 

^    ^  _.    ,         •.     „    .,       .  to  the  presence  of  pericarditis ;  though 

I>eooct.CinchonaB3ix.;Macili^.A<»ci»,  fortunately  we  hacf  no  opportunity   of 

I'^^'nTZ'l^'n^i'L.  ahiolutely  proving  iu  existence.   '^Yet 

Ipecac,  e.  Opio.  gr.  x  om.  nocte  ^^^^  ^^  the  many'distressing  symptoms 

16tb.--Pains  removed  entirely  from  usually  sUted  as   characteristic  of  this 

wnsts,  but  complains  of  some  wander-  disease,   were     here  observable.      The 

ing  uneasiness  about    the    shoulders ;  ^^^^  ^f  burning    and  weight  at  the 

^,?'*'*  IV^^l  and  evacuations  still  he^rt,  and   flushing  of  the  left  cheek. 

followed  by  a  little  blood  occasionally,  mentioned  by  Corvisart— the  evident  dis- 

Bniit-de^ufliet  much  softer,  and    the  parity  between  tbe  forcible  but  irregular 

second  sound  of  the  heart  was  now  in-  {mpulse  of  tbe  heart  and  the  pulse  at 

distincdv  heard  over  the  cartilages  of  ^he  wrist,  spoken  of  by  Laennec-the 

the  third  and  fourth  nbs.  increased  duluess  and  projection  of  the 

Inf.  Cnroane,  Jiss.    Pulv.  Cret«  c.  9j.  praecordial    region,    considered    of   so 

Lia.  Opii  Sed.  miy.  ter  die.    Rep.  much   importance   by    Louis— were  all 

P"*^»  absent ;  for  the  dulness  observed  in  tbe 

17th.— Bowels  re^lar,  and  little  or  second  case  was  clearly  referrible  to  the 

no  trace  of  blood  existed  in  the  excre-  lung  or  pleura,  and  was  probably   the 

tioDS.     He  slept  well;  pulse  96,  soft,  result   of  some  former  attack.    There 

and  feeble.    He  had  no  pain ;  respira-  was  here  none  of  the  anxiety  and  violent 

tion   was  easy ;  the  dulness  of  the  left  oppression ;  no  dyspnoea,  orthopncea,  or 

side   had  of  late  much  decreased  ;  and  lividity  of  countenance  ;  no  inability  of 

over  the  portion  of  lung  which  afforded  motion  from  impending  suffocation  ;  no 

no  indication  of  the  ingress  of  air,  was  disposition  to  fainting,  or  actual  syn- 

now   heard    a   muco>crepitating  rattle,  cope;     no    tumultuous  action    of   the 

which  either  did  not  formerly  exist,  or  heart,  or  extreme  feebleness,  irregula- 

was  concealed  bv  the  abnormal  sounds  rity,  or  inequalitjr  of  the  pulse,  often 

of  tbe  heart.     A  soft  bruit-de-soufflet  (and   sometimes,   indeed,   truly)    noted 

was  now  observable  over  the  greater  among  the  symptoms    of  pericarditis. 

portion  of  the  prtecordial  region,  but  But  I  am  disposed  to  believe,  that  did 

oelow  the  left  nipple  it  was  still  harsh  the  physician  wait  for  the  appearance 

and  loody  approaching  to  the  bruit-de-  of  such  indications  previously  to  sus- 

rape ;  and  at  the  base  of  the  sternum  pecting  the  presence  of  pericarditis,  or 

487.— >xiz.  Q 
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acting^  on  liis  suspicions  by  the  adoption  rheumatism  is  at  the  same  time  present 
of  a  vigt)rous  antinblog^istic  treatment,  in  other  parts  of  the  bodj  :  and  as  tbo- 
his  patient  would,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  roughlv  conFinced  am  I,  that  few,  very 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  remedies,  when,  few,  children  and  youths  affected  with 
at  len^h,  tardily  applied.  The  couclu-  rheumatism,  escape  this  or  some  other 
sions  of  Laennec  upon  this  disease,  ap-  inflammatory  affection  of  the  heart, 
pear  amply  confirmed  by  cases  such  as  Any  one  who  chooses  to  inquire  into  the 
the  abo?e,  and  those  less  frequent  but  history  and  orififin  of  the  cases  of  heart 
more  distressin^jf  examples  referred  to.  disease  presented  to  his  notice,  or  to  ex- 
*^  Ces  faits,"  says  he,  "  et  plusieurs  au-  amine,  dv  auscultation,  the  preecordial 
tres  me  paraissent  prouvcr  que,  dans  region  of  children  sufferinj^  from  rheu- 
quelques  cas,  la  pericardite  meme  aigue  matism,  submitted  to  his  care,  may 
est  une  affection  locale  tr^s-neu  grave,  speedily  convince  himself  of  the  truth 
et  dont  I'influence,  non  seulement  sur  of  these  observations.  Yet  it  is  a  la- 
ic syst^me  general,  mais  meme  sur  meutable  fact  that  many  practitioners, 
celui  de  la  circulation,  est  presque  even  of  the  present  day,  remain  either 
xiulle ;  tandisque,  dans  d*autres  cas,  la  ignorant  or  regardless  of  the  frequency 
meme  affection,  au  meme  degre  ou  a  of  such  attacKs,  and  that  numbers  of 
uu  degr^  inferieur  est  accompagnee  de  lives  are  perhaps,  if  not  lost,  at  least 
fievre  aigue,  et  d'un  trouble  de  presque  considerably  shortened  by  want  of  at- 
toutes  les  fonctions,  assez  grave  pour  tention  to  their  slightly  obtrusive  symp- 
compromettre  la  vie  du  malade.''  £his  toms.  I  may  here  observe,  that  neither 
striking  difference  of  symptoms  and  of  of  these  patients  complained  either  of 
termination,  I  am  induced,  from  obser-  pain  or  tenderness,  tillaAer  inquiry  was 
vation  and  reflection,  to  believe  depends  made  and  pressure  was  used.  Even 
(as  I  have  already  stated  in  the  essay  then,  they  were  so  comparatively  trifling 
mentioned  above)  upon  the  different  that  they  might  be  not  unnaturally 
character  of  the  inflammatory  effusion,  attributed  to  rheumatism  of  the  inter- 
which  in  the  one  case  is  for  the  most  part  costals,  or  acidity  of  the  stomach.  Sus« 
solid  and  in  comparatively  small  quan-  picions,  however,  of  pericardiac  mis- 
tity,  and  in  the  other  fluid  and  abun-  chief  were  excited  by  the  nature  of  the 
dant.  Experience  clearly  shows  that  cases,  and  the  application  of  the  stetho- 
rheumatic  pericarditis  is,  and  must  be,  scope  immediately  changed  suspicion 
generally  of  the  former  character,  as  into  certainty ;  a  characteristic  rubbing 
daily  observation  proves  that  it  has  been  noise  was  distinctly  heard,  which  dis- 
and  is  continually  overlooked;  which  polled  any  remaining  doubt,  and  at 
would  be  impossible  if  attended  with  once  clearly  established  the  true  nature 
the  grave  symptoms  which  accompany  of  the  disease,  and  proved  the  inesti- 
serous  or  sero-purulent  effusion  into  the  mable  value  of  auscultation, 
pericardium.  The  existence  of  snch  I  have  already  stated  it  as  my  opinion, 
affection  has,  indeed,  oflen  been  not  even  in  opposition  to  that  expressed  by  Dr. 
suspected  either  by  the  medical  attendant  Stokes,  that  the  bruit-de-soufflet^  and 
or  tne  patient,  till  the  heart  being  irre-  frottement  or  to-and-fro  sound,  arise 
coverably  and  permanently  deranged,  from  different  causes,  and  are  produced 
and  the  symptoms  of  chronic  disease  of  in  different  parts  of  the  heart.  The 
the  organ  being  too  decided  to  be  mis-  circumstances  observed  in  the  cases,  and 
taken,    the  observant   practitioner    in-  particularly  the  second,  related   above, 

Jiuires  the  previous  history  of  the  suf-  some  of  wntch  were  observed  by  other 

erer,  and  finds  that  formerly  (perhaps  stethoscopists,  as  well   as  myself,  are 

some  years  since)  he  has  been  affected  strongly  confirmatory  of  this  opinion, 

with  rheumatism ;  since  which  he  has  Thus  in  the  progress  of  the  case,  the 

been  more  or  less  troubled  with  pain  of  soufiiet  appeared  deep-seated,  the  frotte- 

the  side  or  shoulder,  dyspncea,  and  pal-  ment  comparatively  superficial ;  the  for- 

pitation ;  and   to   which,  therefore,  the  mer  was  generally  diffused  over    the 

disease  is  clearly  to  be  referred.     I  am  heart,  the  latter  confined  to  a  small 

fully  convinced  that  a  great  majority  of  space ;  the  former  was  evidently  syn- 

the  chronic  diseases   of   tlie   heart  arc  chronous  with  the  contraction  of  the 

originally  produced  by  a  rheumatic  affec-  rentricles,  and   regularly   intermitted ; 

tion  of  the  organ,  or  at  least  an  inflam-  the  latter  accompanied  both  contrxction 

matory  attack  of  the  pericardium,  while  aud  dilatation,  and    though    variable^ 
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was  eoDtioaed ;  tbe  one  became  more  dis-  tism,  whereas  the  granulations  or  ex- 
tant as  tbe  other  gradaalljr  decreased;  the  cresccnces  are,  according  to  my  experi- 
one  still  remains,  the  other  has  entirely  ence,  comparatively  rare. 
ceaited.  Dr.  Watson,  in  his  Taluable  Seeing,  then,  that  the  bruit  de  souf- 
clintcal  lectures  on  this  subiect,  has  flet  usually  appears  early  in  tlic  disease, 
stated  bis  belief  that  the  bruit  de  soufflet  continues  throuc'hout  its  pro&ress,  and 
iu  these  cases  is  dependent  upon  the  often  remains  cluring  life,  at  least  upon 
inflammatory  thickening  of,  or  deposit  slight  exertion  ;  that  this  bruit  is  now, 
upon,  the  vaWular  apparatus  ;  that  this  I  imagine,  generally  acknowledged  to 
bruit  is  seldom  absent,  and  is  often  one  be  dependent  upon  disease  of  the  vaWes 
of  the  first  indications  of  mischief  about  *  in  chronic  affections  of  the  organ  ;  that 
the  heart,and  that  it  probably  sometimes  in  these  the  deposit  is  beneath  the  mem- 
exists  in  rheumatic  affections,  without  brane,  and  that  they  are  frequently, 
inflmmmation  of  the  pericardium.  With  perhaps  generally,  the  result  of  inflam- 
these  opinions,  my  ooserration  leads  me  mation  accompanying  rheumatism,  it 
perfectly  tfteoHKiiU;  and  in  one  parti-  does  appear  to  me  natural  to  conclude, 
csbr  awoe  do  I  difl^  from  that  gentle-  that  the  original  inflammatory  effusion 
man.  He  appesrs  to  suppose  that  it  is  or  thickening  occurs  below,  or  on  the 
the  smooth  sorfiice  of  the  membrane  co-  attached  surface  of  the  membrane.  It 
▼ering  the  Taives  which  is  usually  affect-  is  true  tliat  the  granulations,  or  excres- 
ed,  and  that  the  inflammatory  deposit  cences,  as  they  are  called  (I  say  called, 
twontbem,  by  diminishing  the  apertures  for  I  believe  they  are  not  a  morbid 
toroDgh  which  the  blood  passes,  is  the  growth),  may  possibly  become  absorbed, 
canae  of  the  sound ;  and  ne  brings  for-  and  disease  going  on,  and  the  bruit  re- 
ward  the  granulation,  or  excrescences,  maiuing  unalter^,  other  matter  may  at 
occasionally  met  with  upon  the  valves  the  same  time  be  deposited  in  a  diflerent 
after  deathj  as  a  proof  or  the  correctness  portion  of  the  affected  valves:  this  is 
of  his  opinion.  possible,  but  it  appears  not  probable. 

Now  (in  England  at  least)  it  fortu-  On  the  treatment  of  the  former  case 
nately  happens,  I  believe,  that  rheuma-  I  make  no  observations,  as  it  was  not 
tic  pericarditis  is  rarely^  immediately  under  my  own  direction.  On  that  of 
fatal,  however  frequently  it  may  shorten  the  second  I  have  to  state,  that  mer- 
the  period  of  life;  ana  we,  Uierefore,  cury,  which  I  regard  as  our  sheet- 
seldom  hare  an  opportunity  of  proving  anchor  in  these  cases,  was  given  quite 
the  coexistence  of^ endocarditis  in  the  to  the  extent  that  I  thought  justifiable, 
first  attack  of  the  disease.  We  must  particularly  as,  though  the  ordinary 
therefore  refer,  for  confirmation  or  refu-  constitutional  effects  were  not  produceo, 
tation  of  this  opinion,  to  the  more  chro-  afler  it  bad  been  regularly  administered 
nic  afiections  of  the  heart :  we  cannot  for  many  days,  all  the  symptoms  gra- 
bave  demonstrative  proof,  and  must  dually  decreased,  and  finally  altogether 
therefore,  in  a  i^reat  measure,  depend  disappeared,  with  the  single  exception 
npon  cireumstantial  evidence  and  ana-  of  the  bruit  de  soufflet,  which  I  nave 
lo||[7.  These  induce  me  to  suppose  that  every  reason  to  believe  was  the  result 
it  IS  the  tissue  beneath  the  lining  mem-  of  some  former  attack.  I  was  led  to 
brane,  or  the  attached  surface  of  that  adopt  this  opinion  not  only  by  the  pre- 
membrane  itself,  which  is  usually  the  vious  history  of  the  man,  by  his  having 
seat  of  inflammation  and  eflTusion.  This  before  suffered  from  rheumatism,  and, 
tiasoe  is  most  constantly  affected  in  dis-  though  he  supposes  on  different  occa- 
eases  of-  the  general  vascular  system  ;  sions,  from  pain  of  the  side,  and  from 
depositions  in  the  coats  of  arteries  al-  dyspnoea,  and  palpitation  upon  exer- 
most  always  occur  behind,  and  not  upon  tion,  but  by  the  decided  dulness  and 
the  internal  lining  membrane;  athcro-  slight  contraction  of  the  part  said  to 
matous,  cartilaginous,  and  ossific  depo-  have  been  before  affected.  It  is,  how- 
aits,  are  exceedingly  common  beneath  ever,  interesting  to  notice  the  decrease 
the  membrane  covering  the  valves,  the  both  of  the  harshness  of  the  bruit,  and 
unattached  surface  of  that  membrane  of  the  dulness  on  percussion,  over  the 
remaining  smooth  and  polished,  and  are  diseased  portion  of  lung  into  which  the 
▼ery  frequent  iu  chronic  diseases  of  the  air  now  evidently  passes,  though  with 
heart,  a  refy  large  number  of  which  considerable  difliculty. 
appear  distinctly  referrible  to  rheuma-        The  heart  disease  appeared  so  en- 
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tire! J  a  local  afTection,  that  I  did  not,  the  system  so  readily  accommodates 
on  tne  first  day,  think  it  necessary  to  itself;  and  yet  scarcely  one  upon  which 
abstract  blood  gcenerallv,  especially  as  there  are  so  many  contradictory  opinions, 
it  has  been  observed  by  some,  and  I  As  the  views  which  I  here  propose 
think  also  by  myself,  that  topical  often  have  reference  to  the  employment  of 
affords  more  decided  relief  than  general  opium  in  irritation,  so  as  to  check  the 
bleeding*.  The  lancet  was,  however,  second  stage,  which  is  inflammation,  it 
used  on  the  second  day,  bnt  simply  as  a  is  of  the  last  importance  to  have  correct 
precautionary  measure ;  and  the  expres-  ideas  of  irritation.  It  has  been  variously 
sions  of  the  patient  certainly  indicated  defined  by  men  of  eminence,  but  differ- 
that  the  benefit  obtained  by  cupping  ing  little  in  substance.  It  is  the  exal- 
was  considerably  greater  than  that  a&  tation  of  the  organic  action  of  a  part, 
forded  by  the  previous  venesection,  which  is  attended  by  inflammation 
The  above  remarks  on  the  relative  ad-  when  the  irritation  extends  to  the  capil. 
vantage  of  local  bleeding  are,  of  course,  laries,  and  has  been  considered  the  pri- 
in tended  to  apply  solely  to  the  disease  mitive  and  principal  form  of  the  greatest 
under  consideration.  number  of  diseases.     In  some  it  enters 

only  as  a  secondary  form,  whilst  there 

— — — — — is  another  class,  characterized  by  a  sink- 
ing of  all  the  powers  of  the  system,  into 

OPIUM  IN  INCIPIENT  INFLAM-  which   it  is  supposed  never  to  enter. 

MATION.  The  three  elements  which  enter  into 

the  composition  of   irritation   are,   an 

exaltation  of  sensibility  ;  an  afflux  of 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  fluids  to  the  capillaries  of  the  part;  a 

^  sojourn  of  those  fluids  there.     In  con- 

^^^9  sidering    this    question,    our  attention 

I  FEAR  the  crowded  state  of  your  journal  cannot   be   too  closely  directed  to  the 

can  hardly  afford  space  fortheaccom-  following  fact) : — That  without  previous 

panying  observations  on  opium  ;    but  irritation  there  can  be  no  inflammation, 

should  you  find  room  for  them,  it  may  nor  irritation   without   excitation,  nor 

fix  general  attention  on  a  subject  which  this  last  where  sensibility  does  not  exist. 

we  have  all  too  much  neglected.  Irritation,  when  unaccompanied  by  in- 

Your  obedient  servant,  flammation,  cannot  be  fairly  called  a 

Richard  Burke,  M.D.  morbid  phenomenon.     Broussais  defines 

3  Sftckvilie  street,  irritation  "  that  state  of  an  org^n  where 

'  Nov.  7, 1836.    '  excitation  is  carried  to  such  a  deg^ree  of 

intensity,  that  the  equilibrium  resulting 

For  some  time  back  my  attention  has  from  a  balance  of  all  the  functions  is 

been    directed  to  the  employment    of  broken."    John  Hunter  says  it  is  *•  a 

opium  and  its  preparations,  as  preven-  disposition  to  act  without  the  power  to 

tive  remedies,  in  the  early  sUges  of  ir-  act."    But  all  these  leave  us  still  as 

ritation,  with   a  hope  of  checking  in-  much  as  ever  in  the  dark  as  to  the  es- 

flammation;  but  the  few  opportunities  sence  of  irritation, 

which  private  practice  affords,  of  work-  We  can  have  but  a  confused  idea  of 

ing  out  any  theory,  however  simple,  the  influence  which  irriution  exercises 

induce  me  to  call  the  notice  of  the  pro-  over  the  production  of  disease,  without 

fession  to  it,  through  the  medium  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  nervous 

the  Gazette.     If  I  could  succeed  in  system,  to  which  at  first  it  is  limited, 

fixing  upon  it  the  attention  of  our  hos-  but  which,  when  inflammation  appears, 

pitals,  where  alone  medicine  can  hone  extends  to  the  vascular  system, 

to  make  any  advances  to  the  nature  or  a  The  loose  way  in  which  medical  men, 

fixed  science,  I  shall,  in  some  degree,  until  very  lately,  viewed  the  question 

have  attained  m^r  object.    The  question  of  irritation,  has  most  cerUinly  led  to 

is  of  paramount  importance,  and  cannot  serious  errors.    The  simple,  but  com- 

rest  where  it  is.  prehensive  axiom,  of  ubt  stimulus^  ibi 

In  the  range  of  the  materia  medica,  Jluxut^  was  quoted  only  to  be  forgotten  ; 

there  is  not  a  drug  which  has  been  so  and   yet  there  are  few  to   which   we 

extensively  used,  under  every  form,  and  should  more  carefully  attend.    The  first 

in  almost  eveiy  disease;  one  to  which  material  character of'^inflammation  u  an 
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tfflox  of  fluids  to  the  interstices  of  the  on   inflammation,    but  venous  turgcs- 

irritable  fibre,  but  until  this  deposit  take  cence.     From  this  we  see  that  the  mere 

plmce  disease  is  hardly  imagined.     It  fact  of  increased  redness  should  not  ne- 

woold,  then,  appear,  that  if  this  deposit  cessarilj  direct  us  to  the  lancet 

were  prerentea,  disease  coold  not  occur.  Upon  the  precise  operation  of  opium 

It  is  generally  laid  down  in  books,  that  we  have  mucn  to  learn :  whether  it  act 

narcotics  have  the  property  of  allaying  directly,  by  diminishing  the  secretions, 

irritation,  if  applied  at  a  rery  earlv  or  by  rendering  the  membranes  upon 

period,  and  that  thns  inflammation  is  which  the  fluids  are  poured  out,  as  in 

checked.  diarrhoea,  insensible  to  their  stimulating 

For  the  theory  of  combating^  irrita-  qualities,  is  still  a  question.    One  thing 

tion»  in  its  early  stages,  by  exbibitinfir  clear  is,  that  it  is  with  one  or  the  other 

narcotics,  we  have  the  authority  of  Sir  intent  it  is  generally  exhibited.    If  we 

ETerard  Home,  in  the  riew  which  he  find  it  usefnl  in  the  case  of  inflamed 

takes  of  the  influence  of  the  nerves  upon  membranes,  where  by  checking  the  se- 

tbe  action  of  the  arteries,  where  he  cretion  it  stops  the  first  process  of  in- 

thinks  inflammation  depends  upon  the  flammation,  it  is  not  going  too  far  to 

afflux  of  blood  caused  oy  the  irritation  extend  the  same  reasoning  to  muscular 

of  the  nerves,  and  then  concludes,  that  inflammation  in  its  incipient  state.     Is 

alla^ng  the  nerves  is  the  best  antiphlo-  it  too  much   to  say,  that  opium  may 

gistic.  act  in  another  way  than  on  the  attributes 

There  are  two  points  which  demand  of  the  solids— excitability,  sensibility, 
our  serious  consideration  before  we  pre-  contractility  ?  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  bints 
ieribe  narcotics;  if  possible,  to  ascertain  that  it  may  act  on  fluids,  from  the  pro- 
whether  it  be  the  ganglionic  or  cerebral  perty  of  life  which  the  blood  is  supposed 
system  that  is  engaged.  This  is  a  point  to  possess,  and  illustrates  his  view  by 
1  fear  not  much  attended  to.  If  positive  the  well-known  fact,  that  the  healing 
and  manifest  inflammation,  do  not  exist,  process  of  many  ulcers  is  retarded  by 
then  only  do  the  majority  of  us  prescribe  the  existence  of  morbid  irritability  and 
narcotics.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  sensibility,  and  which  being  allayed  by 
is  not  the  only  stage  in  which  they  may  opium,  the  cure  is  complet^  by  nature. 
with  safety  hie  applied.  In  that  restless  We  look  in  vain  to  tne  works  of  the 
agitation  which  sometimes  succeeds  earlier  writers  on  medicine  for  informs^ 
lever,  there  is  nothing  to  be  compared  tion  on  this  head ;  the  limited  know- 
witb  opium.  Frank,  no  mean  autho-  led^e  which  they  had  of  anatomy,  and 
rit^,  tells  us,  **  that  when  an  intense  which  led  them  to  confound,  under  one 
patn,  an  excess  of  sensibility,  a  vivid  common  denomination,  nerves,  liga- 
aflection  of  the  mind,  threatens  an  in-  ments,  aponeuroses,  and  blood-vcsscIs» 
flammation,  a  laree  dose  of  opium  im-  is  at  least  some  excuse.  Until  we  come 
mediately  afler  bleeding  very  often  down  to  Sydenham,  there  b  little  of  in- 
wards off  the  disease".  Bleeding  alone  terest  on  this  subject  That  great  man 
will  not  do,  for  we  know  that  though  viewed  it  under  three  heads,  to  which 
we  leave  but  one  drop  of  blood  in  the  he  reduced  the  pathological  phenomena 
body,  that  drop  will,  despite  our  bleed-  which  yield  to  its  influence  —  severe 
ings,  obey  the  summons  of  the  irritating  P|^in,  vomiting,  and  copious  dejections. 
cause*.  To  allay  pain  is  of  itself  of  paramount 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Rojal  Medical  importance,  for  it  alone  will  often  de- 

and  Chirorgical  Society,  Dr.  Yelloly,  stroy  life.     The  late   Dr,    Pemberton 

last  year,  made  some  very  curious  and  spoke  from  sad  experience,  when  he  said 

interesting  observations  which  bear  di-  that  pain  was  the  greatest  sedative  in 

reetlr  on  this  subject    He  does  not  nature. 

think   that   vascular  appearance   from  Looking  at  the  various  diseases  in 

disease  always  necessarily  denotes  the  which  opium  is  given,  in  one  form  or 

existence  of  inflammation,    and    sup-  another,  we  must  admit  that  there  is 

ported  his  views  by  producing  a  portion  something  in  the  operation  of  this  drug 

of  the  spinal  marrow,  which  was  nighly  which  we  are  as  yet  not  thoroughly  ac^ 

vascular,  but  which  was  dependent,  not  ^uainted  with.    The  ordinary  diseases 

■■    ■  ■  ■  ■■  in  which  we  see  it  given  are  inflamnia- 

*  Afldrfti*!  pAthoioff.  tions,  or  injuries  oAucb  a  nature,  cither 
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from  accident  or  desig-n— as  anaputa-  of  poppies,  without  feelioff  the  sligrhtest 

tions,  or  sprain,  which  induce  iuflam-  disagreeable  sensation.    ^At  Uie  expira- 

mation  so  rapidly  as  to  leave  no  time  tion  of  three  days,  all  pain  ceased,  and 

for  its  exhibition  as  a  preventive  remedy,  the  bowels  were  easily  moved  by  mild 

In  such   cases  its  exhibition  is  based  aperients.    A  very  curious  and  ing^ni- 

upon  empiricism,  solely  with  a  view  to  ous  theory  has  been  offered,  I  forget  bv 

procure  a  temporary  respite  from  pain,  whom,  to   account  for  the  part  which 

J  am  strongly  disposed  to  believe  that  opium  plays  in  some  thoracic  diseases, 

opium   does  a  great  deal  more  even  in  It  is  supposed,  that  by  shortening  the 

those  cases;  and   if  we  could  but  shake  respirations,  less  blood  is  admitted  into 

off  our  little  prejudices,  which  cramp  the  lungs,  and  consequently  a  diminish- 

our  better  judgment,  opium,  instead  of  ed  quantity  of  stimulating  fluid  reaches 

being  given  as  a  placebo,  which  is  un-  them  :   that  under  its  employment  the 

fortunately  too  often  the  case,  would  blood  becomes  less  vivifVing,  no  longer 

become  a  leading  feature  in  the  subju-  excites  the  arteries  and  tissues,  whose 

gation  of  positive  disease.              ^  life  it  was  intended  to  maintain.    This 

Our  attention  has  not  been  sufficiently  is  not  altogether  visionary.      Opium, 

directed  to  the  consideration  of  abstract  we  know,  has    some   direct  effect  on 

pain  ;  it  is,  unhappily,  too  often  viewed  the  blood,  though   we  are  not  yet  pre- 

as  a  symptom,  wlien  it  is  really  the  dis-  pared  to  say  what  that  is.    In  cases  of 

ease  itself.     I  am  led  to  this  conclusion  poisoning  by   it,  the  blood  in  the  left 

by  the  operation  of  corrosive  poisons,  ventricles    of   the    heart  is   generally 

which,  wnen  taken   into  the  stomach,  found  black. 

often  destroy  life  by  their  action  on  the  There  are  two  remarkable  cases  in 
nervous  system,  and  which  is  marked  the  Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine 
by  extreme  pain,  when,  after  death,  we  and  Surgery,  in  Uie  article  "  Apoplexy," 
are  unable  often  to  discover  any  change  by  Cruveilbier,  of  the  effects  of  opium 
of  structure  in  any  organ  or  tissue,  in  cerebritis.  One,  a  woman  with  he- 
May  not  the  custom  of  the  Arabian  phy-  mipleg[ia,  78  years  of  age,  wh  oexperi- 
sicians,  and  which  has  its  followers  even  enced  in  the  upper  paralyzed  extremity, 
amongst  ourselves,  of  giving  opium  violent  shocks,  dunn^  which  the  hand 
largely  and  successfully  in  intermittent,  struck  the  breast  with  mat  violence, 
be  accounted  for  in  tnis  way — that  by  producing  the  most  painful  contrac- 
rendering  the  systein  insensible  to  the  tions,  and  accompanied  with  loud 
stimulus  of  disease,  it  thus  cures  it?  or  screams.  He  triea  opium  internally, 
is  it  that  the  nervous  system,  which  having  found  every  other  remedy  use- 
opium  is  supposed  by  some  to  select  for  less,  and  the  pains  were  instanUy  calmed, 
its  operation,  is  the  seat  of  intermittent  The  other  case  is  when  the  pain  in 
fever  ?  In  this  there  is  some  probabi-  the  paralyzed  limb  was  so  severe  that 
lity,  for  we  find  it  given  by  men  of  re-  nothing  but  opium  afforded  the  slight- 
putation,  both  in  the  hot  and  cold  fit.  est  relief.    There  is  another  interesting 

I  have  experienced  in  my  own  person  case  recorded  by  Valisnieri.  A  jealous 
the  good  effects  of  opium,  if  taken  in  man  administered  to  his  concubine  a 
the  incipient  stage,  when  catarrh  threa-  large  dose  of  cantharides,  with  the  in- 
tened.  Half  an  ounce  of  laudanum,  in  tent  of  destroying  life.  The  stomach 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  lii^uor  ammonisB  and  intestines  instantly  became  the  seat 
acetatis,  taken  at  bed-time,  has  fre-  of  excruciating  pain,  accompanied  by  the 
auently  allayed  incipient  catarrhs;  but  most  heart-rending  cries,  wnen,  witn  the 
Ganger  is  to  be  apprehended  if  we  allow  intent  of  giving  her  a  quietui^  the  mon- 
the  first  ten  hours  to  elapse  before  we  ap-  ster  gave  her  two  drachms  of  solid 
ply  it,  for  the  catarrh  is  then  inflamma-  opium.  The  woman  slept  soundly  for 
tion, which  is  sure  to  be  aggravated  by  it.  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
The  part  which  opium  pkys  in  that  very  she  woke,  free  from  all  pain, 
distressing  disease,  colica  pictonum,  is,!  Some  of  our  standard  works  abound 
am  inclined  to  think,  to  be  ascribed  to  with  illustrations  of  the  value  of  this 
the  power  which  it  exercises  in  subdu-  drug,  even  in  acute  diseases.  Cullen 
in^  irritation.  A  patient  suffering  from  and  Lieutaud  both  assert  that  no  medi- 
this  complaint,  took,  in  three  days,  06  cine  is  to  be  compared  with  it  in  check- 
grains  or  opium  and  6  oz.  of  the  syrup  ing  the  paroxysm  of  pyrosis.  Sydenham, 
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too,  in  hb  own  aphoristic  way,  tells  us  case  of 

Oiat,  ^neilh,  *«»"5«  «*  ;;f««fi^''.^^^  FEIGNED  PARTURITION; 
dietmm,   Huxham  and  Sarcone  gave  it  m 

pneumonia.  Barras  states  that  nine  out  with  bemarks  on  the  proofs  of  deli- 

ten  of  Broussais*  ^tro- ententes  are  very  and  infanticide. 

best  combated  bjr   it,  as  irritation,  not  

inflammation,  is  the  disease.  ^     ,    ^ ,.         ^   •     «^  >.    *  ^ 

Much  of  the  obscurity  which  shrouds  ^'^  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

the  operation  of  this  medicine,  and  the  ^^^ 

class  of  narcotics  in  general,  is  owiu^  ' 

to  the  opposite  and  contradictory  opi-  If  the  followinflf  cases,  with  remarks, 
nions  advanced  by  writers  on  this  sub-  seem  to  you  sumciently  interesting-,  be 
ject,  few,  if  any,  of  which,  are  the  result  pleased  to  give  them  a   place  in  your 
of  inductive  reasoning.    When  allaying  excellent  journal,  and  favour 
pain,  we  find  them  described  as  ano-  Your  obedient  servant, 
dyne ;  sedative  when  checking  the  ra-  J.  B.  Thomson. 
pid   flow    of  humours ;    and  hirpnotic  ai..  ocu  38.  laM. 
when  producing  sleep.    One  class  ob- 
jects to  opium  in  incipient  juflamma-  Aug*.  9th,  1836. — This  da^  I  was  con- 
tion,  from  a  belief  that  it  quickens  the  suited  by  — >  — ,  to  ascertain   whether 
action  of  the  heart  and  arteries;  others  or  not  his  wife,  from  whom  he  had  lived 
as  stoutly  assert  that  it  produces  the  op-  apart  for  the  last  eight  months,   bad 
posite  effect.    Some,  a^in,  account  for  given  birth  to  a  child,  as  was  reported. 
Its  eflects  by  dividing  Its  properties  into  The  husband  stated,  that  about  fifteen 
two  dasses^stimulant,  wnicn  acts  first;  months  ago  he  married  rather  against 
and  then  sedative :  whilst  some  of  the  big  better  judgment,  but  was  driven  to 
French  school  assert  that  its  action  is  do  so  in  consequence  of  his  wife,  the 
neitbor    sedative    nor    stimulant,    but  object  of  the  present  investigation,  set- 
what  they  denominato— £er<fir6a<rtcff.  ting  forlli  that  she  was  witli  child  by 
Opinions  like  these  are  sufficient  to  shew  him.    This  proved  to  be  an  imposition. 
that  we  have  yet  much  to  learn  on  this  lu  about  three  months  after  marriage 
aubiecL  she  again  gave  out  that  she  was  in  toe 

The  dread  of  its  poisonous  properties  family  way,  took  to  her  bed,  shewed  all 

has  excluded  its  administration  in  many  the  signs  of  a  miscarriage,  and  actually 

cases,  where  a  free  use  of  it  would  in  imposed    upon  the  surgeon   who    was 

all  probability  be  attended  with  marked  then  called  to  attend  her.     In  conse- 

success.     We  have  cases  where  1500  quence  of  these  instances  of  duplicity, 

grains  were  taken  in  seventeen  days ;    and  divers  malpractices, says  be 

and  where  twentjr  ounces  of  laudanum  left  his  wife  aoout  eight  months  ago. 

had  been  taken  in  twenty-four  hours.  This  morning  he  is  informed,  on  her 

without  destroying  life.     The  opium-  own  authority,  that  she  bore  a  child  at 

eater  took  daily  8(KK)  drops.  one  o'clock  a.m.,  which   died  in  two 

In  the  case  of  children  I  confess  my-  hours  after;  and  upon  this  fact  he  re- 

self  unable  to  ofler  a  satisfactory  expJa-  quires  medical  testimony.     He  not  only 

nation  of  its  operation.    We  know  that  doubts  his  wife's  word,  but  says  another 

its  exhibition  has  been  attended  with  reason  for  not  believing  in  her  having 

fatal  results,  in  the  case  of  infants,  even  borne  a  child  is,  that  he  never  knew  her 

in  the  small  dose  of  tliree  drops ;  so  that  to  be  as  other  women  are — t.  e.  having 

in   our  present  state  of  knowledge  as  menstruation. 

req^ards    the  different  preparations    of  Without  delay  I  called  on  Mrs.  — . 

opium,  we  must,  in  the  case  of  infants  i   found  her    a   good-looking    person, 

and  children,  use  it  with  the  caution  turned  of  30  years  of  age,  who,  with 

which^  their  tender  age  and    helpless  clean  cap,  white  bed-gown,  and  white 

condition  demand.  sheet  covering  the  bed-clothes,  appeared 

as  women  are  accustomed  to  do  en  ac- 

couchement.     Her  face   had  the  ruddy 

hue  of  high  entonic  health,  perhaps  co- 
loured with  a  degree  of  shame  and  con- 
fusion. 
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With  some  difficulty  I  persuaded  her  there  would  surely  hare  been  very  con- 
to  submit  to  my  inquiries,  and  answer  a  siderable  difficulty  in  this  investigation, 
few  plain  questions,  and  insisted  that,  Had  it  been  true  that  the  accumulation 
for  tfie  sake  of  allaying  public  clamour,  of  menses  for  twelve  months  that  mom- 
it  was  quite  necessary  medical  evidence  in^  appeared,  and  brought  away  some- 
should  be  had  in  her  case.  I  remon-  thing  substantial,  almost  all  the  valid 
strated  with  her,  shewing  that  if  there  signs  of  delivery  might  have  been  pre- 
was  any  truth  in  the  report  of  her  hav-  sent,  and  led  astray  the  medical  in- 
ing  borne  a  child,  that  sne  had  exposed  quirer. 

herself  to  judicial  inquiry,  since  she  had  It  is  well  known  that  the  state  of  the 
not  called  adequate  assistance;  and,  abdomen  after  delivery  may  be  simu- 
moreover,  I  could  satisfy  myself  by  a  lated  after  it  has  been  recently  distend- 
short  investigation  whetner  her  storv  ed,  by  many  causes,  as  hydatids,  dropsy, 
was  true  or  not.  Tn  fine,  I  recommend-  atrophy,  and,  as  was  possible  in  toe 
ed  her  at  once  to  tell  the  truth,  for  her  present  case,  accumulated  menses.  Af- 
own  sake  and  that  of  all  concerned.  By  ter  such  diseases  we  should  find  a  loose 
this  time  she  allowed  me  to  lay  my  and  flaccid  belly,  a  sod  and  full  and 
hand  upon  her  breasts  and  belly.  Sec.  tumid  state  of  the  vulva  and  external 
She  now  became  alarmed,  and  confessed  organs  of  generation,  enlarged  uterus, 
that  there  was  no  child  bom.  She  said  patulous  os  uteri,  laceration  of  the  four- 
that  she  had  not  any  menstrual  discharge  chette  or  perineum,  and  even  a  dis- 
for  twelve  months  before ;  that  she  gra-  charge  not  easily  distinguished  from 
dually  enlarged  in  consequence,  until  the  lochia,  independent  altogether  of 
she  and  all  the  neighbours  believed  her  delivery  of  a  child.  As  to  the  mammae 
pregnant,  and  through  the  night  she  and  other  appearances,  they  are  oflen  of 
nad  a  fearful  discharge  of  blood,  &c.,  a  very  delusive  and  unsatisfactory  na- 
with  something  substantial,  which  was  ture  as  proofs  in  a  case  of  much  mo- 
thrown  out  by  an  attendant.     I  then  ment 

pointed  to  a  coffin  for  an  infant  lying  From  these  observations  we  leam  that 

on  the  table,  and  asked  what  was  the  few  subjects  demanding  medical  testi- 

use  of  this  if  her  story  was  correct.    The  mony  are  more  involved  in  doubt  and 

husband    was  now    brought   into    the  difficulty  than  inquiries  into  the  proofs 

room,  who  said  that  a  child,  or  some-  of  delivery.    Happily  for  the  honour  of 

thing  like  one,  had  been  laid  out  upon  the  times  in  which  we  live,  the  spirit  of 

the  table  some  time  ago,  but  that  his  attention  and  philosophic  investif^tion 

wife  had  taken  it  into  bed  with  her,  and  has  been  especially  directed  to  this  im- 

concealcd   it  among  the  clothes.     He  portant  branch    oi  judicial    medicine, 

put  his   hand   among  the  bed-clothes.  The  ingenuity  of  our  own   profession, 

and  brought  out  a  miserable  imitation  which  has  never  been  proverbial,  and 

of  a  child,  being  a  bundle  of  rags,  with  that  of  the  law,  which  has  always  been 

a  stick  or  two  to  give  the  shape  con-  so,  have  shed  much  additional  light  on 

sistence !    The  object  of  all  this  rute  such  topics.     The  result  has  been,  that 

was  to  procure  money   from  the  bus-  what  a  few  years  ago  was  accounted 

band.  most    unequivocal    evidence    on    some 

medico-legal   cases,  has  of  late   been 

The  most  important  part  of  the  fore-  scouted  at  as  matter  of  great  nncer- 
going  case  is  the  plausible  story  of  the  tainty  ;  and  where  not  a  grain  of  doubt 
woman,  that  she  had  not  any  menstrual  was  cast  into  the  opposing  scale,  a 
discharge  for  twelve  months  ief are;  that  weight  of  new  facts  has  equipoised,  or 
ghe  gradually  enlarged  in  consequence,  completely  tumed,  the  balance  of  jus- 
and  through  the  night  she  had  ajearful  tice  on  the  side  of  the  accused.  Not 
discharge  of  bloody  Sfc,  with  something  less  uncertain  are  the  proofs  of  infanti- 
$ubstantialy  which  was  thrown  out  by  cide,  with  a  remark  or  two  on  which 
an  attendant.  The  confession  afler-  subject  I  shall  close  this  communica- 
wards,  and  the  subsequent  disappear-  tion.  The  following  cases  lately  came 
ance  of  the  woman,  hindered  me  from  within  my  own  knowledge, 
satisfying  myself  as  to  the  truth  of  the  Mrs.  B.  was  suddenly  taken  with  la- 
foregoing  story ;  but  had  she  not  con-  hour  when  sittiug  at  the  breakfast- 
fessed,  and  the  statement  proved  trae,  table  with  the  other  members  of  the 
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fiimilj.     She  speedily  arose  from  the  observations 

table,  and  made  for  ber  bed  ;  but  before  ^^  thi 

il^S  :;^  It  c^blSTwr.  W  COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY  OFTHE 
She  was  jet  upon  ber  feet,  and  the  ehild  MUSCLES  AND  NERVES  OF 

bein^  unattended  to,  fell  upon  the  floor,  THE  E  YE-BALL, 

and  was  Ukcn  up  by  the  surn^eon,  when  ^^^ ^^  ^ue  theory  optueir punctioiis, 
be  arrifed,  quite  dead.  proposed  by  messes,  hunt  and 

Mrs.  H.,  a  worker  in  the  Deron  Col-  walker. 

SK.!;:  wi.'idXV'i-ln  ir^  B,  Johk  Th......  M.R.C.8. 

and  bore  a  child  alive;  bat  it  died  be-  — ~ 

lore  any  one  arrived  to  assist  her.  j^  making  a  few  observations  upon  the 

Cases  like  tbwe  are  by  no  means  un-  .objects  embraced  in  the  title  of  this 
eommon,  and  certawilj  ought  to  be  kept         •»      j  ^^^^^  ^j^^  ^  observe,  that  it 

in  mind  by  medical  men,  when  call^  r  r^  ^^^  explanation  of  the  functions  of 

on  to  fpwe  evidence  in  a  case  of  suspected  ^i^^  nerves  am 


It  IS  dear,  could  not  be  accounted  satis-  according  to  the  admission  of  the 

factory  evidence  that  a  cbUd  had  been  ^^^^^  gentleman,  his  theory  is  based 

volnntanl/  destroyed,  unless  home  out  J„  ^,riginal    suggestion  of  Mr. 

by  more  important  and  collateral  proof.  |fmit>3 

Swellings  of  the   soft  parts,    bruises,  Xhe'theoiy  of  the  functions  of  the 

cmsbingoftbcbones,  and  even  fracture,  ^^^^3  ^^^  muscles  of  the  eye  given 

may  occur  in  circumstances  where  the  ^    ^^  Walker  must,  I  think,  be  gene- 

motfaer  perhaps  deni^  herself  the  assis-  ^^^     admitted  by  physiologists  as,  at 

tanMwbicb  would  be  desirable,  or  is  theleast,  much  nearer  approlimatiug  to 

I!^  *^^^       ™            '         '*''        *^°  ^^^  ^™^*''  ^''*"  *°y  ''"^^^^^  proposed.  I 

be  rendered.     ,,  huve  the  greater  pleasure  in  making 

StrmmsnJ^hanhu  ever  been  held  as  ^^-^^  ^vowfl,  in  consequence  of  having 

a  process  most  likely  to  be  n»orted  to,  ^,„  ^  f^^^^  occasion  been  opposed,  and 

and  well  suited  to  accomplish  the  de-  ^n  that  subject  I  still  am.  to  the  views 


umbilical  cord  about  the  neck.    Chil-  j^  j,  consonant  with  the  ahatoiy  of,  and 

dren  are  very  often  bom  with  the  umbi-  ^^^^  ^h^  ^^^^  ^f  experimente  upon,  the 

Ileal  cord  about  their  neck,  and  there-  ^^gans  concerned,  in  the  healthy  adult 

fore  any  evidence  drawn  from  appear-  y^urDun  subject.  The  physiologist  ought 

anoea  of  strangulation  must  be  preca-  j„  ^11  cases  to  be  prepared  also  to  shew 

nous  and  unccrUm.  that  ti^  theories  are  all,  at  the  least,  re- 

Perfaaps    the   publication    of    these  pu^ant  neither  to  any  facts  observed 

remarks  may  be  useful,  m  shewing  die  {„  the  gradual  development  and  growth 

onceruinty  attending  the  proofs  of  de-  ^f  gu^h  organs,  from  their  eariiest  appear- 

hf  cry  and  infimUcide.  ance  in  the  embryo,  to  their  attaining 

rnr     V     1 J  u     t  J  A   1.   i.  J     .At,  their  full  maturity  iu  the  adult  form : 

.J    tf'^'ul^f^llli  ^.^  t^-wh^'n?;  ^or  yet  to  a  consiaeratiou  of  the  human 

the  particulars  of  the  case  to  which  our  ^^-^^  •     ^uu^,  .„  «.^.,;.,„i   ^,  «« 

eonf^ndent  aUodes-^  where  the  child  orgjinism  m  either  an  onjjmal   or  an 

was  strangled  bv  the  umbilical  cord  about  accidental  abnormal  condition.    Lastly, 

iu  neck.''    Instances  of  death  produced  in  "«  theory  should,  mutatts  mutandis^  be 

that  way  have  been  considered  rare.— Ed.  ^^}^^'^'^^^  applicable  to  the  explanation 

Gai.]  of  the  funcjtions  of  the  corresponding 

*  Medical  Gaisttk,  vol.  xlli.  p.p.  ^61,  971. 
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organs  in  the  lower  animals.  It  may,  I  brane.  It  was  familiarlj  known  to  the 
believe,  be  safely  affirmed,  that  pbysio^  earlier  analoBuato,  some  of  whom,  as 
logy  has  been  too  long  studied  in  refer-  Vesalius,  erroneously  attributed  it  to 
ence  to  but  one  object  of  its  domain —  man ;  and  it  is  generally  known  under 
man ;  and  that  from  this  one-sided  pur-  the  name  of  the  suspeusorius  or  retractor 
suit  of  the  science,  numerous  false  doc-  oculi.  It  constitutes  the  "  musculus 
trines  have  been,  and  still  continue  to  septimus  brutorum"  of  the  English 
be,  promulgated,  which,  under  a  more  anatomist,  Willis,  and  is  the  **  muscle 
extensive  view  of  the  matter,  would  choano'ide"  of  Cuvier.  Willis,  in  his 
never  have  been  propounded.  In  phv-  work  "  De  Anima  Brutorum*,"  gives 
siology,  too  long  have  we  neglectea  the  the  following  explanation  of  its  tunc- 
celebrated  axiom  of  Bacon,^"  Omnium  tion  : — "Observare  est  quod  quadrupe- 
gravissimus  error  in  deviatione  ab  ulti-  des,  qui  oculos  in  terram  pronos,  ac  pen- 
mo  doctrinarum  fine  consistit."  dulos  gerunt,  musculum  peculiarem  ha- 
lt is  in  a  portion  of  that  spirit  of  in-  bent,  quo  oculi  globus  suspenditur,  et, 
vestigation  tnat  I  thus  venture  to  recom-  ne  pondere  suo  extra  ossis  orbitam  dilabi 
mend  to  others,  that  I  am  desirous  of  aptus  sit,  sustentetur."  This  explana- 
making  the  ensuing  remarks  upon  the  tion  of  the  function  of  the  muscle  is  also 
functions  of  the  nerves  and  muscles  of  adopted  by  other  anatomists ;  but  ou 
the  eye-ball.  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  who 
It  IS  well  known  to  comparative  ana-  attribute  to  it,  not  so  much  of  a  general 
tomists,  that  in  addition  to  the  six  mus-  suspensory  action  as  an  occasional  re- 
cles  of  the  ejre-ball  met  with  in  man,  tracting  one,  and  by  the  latter  it  is 
there  exists,  in  all  mammtferous  ani-  generally  spoken  of  as  the  retractor 
mals,  with  the  exception  of  the  quadru-  muscle  of  the  eye.  I  incline  myself  to 
mana,  another  muscle,  which  arising  believe  that  it  is  seldom  called  into  ac- 
from  the  bottom  of  the  orbit  around  tive  voluntary  contraction  in  such  a 
the  optic  foramen,  passes  forwards,  way  as  to  produce  a  powerful  retraction 
suiTounding  the  optic  nerve,  and  is  in-  of  the  ball  of  the  eye;  an  action  iu 
serted  into  the  sclerotic  coat  of  the  eye,  which  I  should  suppose  it  to  be  only 
a  little  behind  the  attachment  of  the  subsidiary  to  the  four  straight  muscles  of 
tendons  of  the  four  straight  muscles,  the  ^e.  I  shall  hereafter  assign  a  rea- 
This  muscle  varies  in  form  and  arrange-  son  for  this  conclusion,  viz.  that  the  eye 
ment  in  diflTerent  animals.  In  the  ox,  in  quadrupeds  is  suspended  by  the  ordi- 
as  in  other  of  the  Ruminantia,  it  forms  a  narv  aUd  uniform  degree  of  contraction 
kind  of  muscular  tube  or  funnel  around  of  the  seventli  muscle, 
the  optic  nerve,  and  after  a  short  course.  Although  the  muscles  of  the  eye  ap- 
partially  separates  into  two  fasciculi,  one  pear  to  have  been  well  examined  by  our 
of  which,  double  the  size  of  the  other,  modem  comparative  anatomists,  yet  it  is 
is  situated  internally  and  superiorly ;  to  be  regretted  that  the  nerves  supplying 
the  other  externally  and  inferiorfy.  them  should  have  been  comparatively 
These  two  fasciculi  are  inserted  into  a  neglected ;  for  I  do  not  find  that  any 
circular  line  on  the  sclerotic  coat,  about  modern  author  states  the  nerve  which 
three  lines  behind  the  attachment  of  the  the  suspensory  muscle  receives.  It  is, 
recti.  In  the  dog,  again,  as  in  the  at  the  least,  not  named  in  the  works  of 
other  Camivora,  the  muscle  has  the  Cuvier,  Blumenbach,  Cams,  Fyfe,  or 
same  origin,  but  divides  at  an  early  Grant.  A  priori,  probably,  it  would 
part  of  its  course  into  four  fasciculi  of  have  been  expected  that  its  nervous 
equal  size,  which  are  connected  with  supply  would  nave  been  derived  from 
each  other  laterally,  by  a  delicate  apo-  the  common  motor  nerve  of  the  eye,  of 
neurosis,  and  are  inserted  into  the  scle-  the  third  pair.  It  is,  however,  supplied 
rotic  coat,  at  four  equi-distant  points,  by  a  division  of  the  abductor  nerve  of 
intermediate  to,  and  a  line  or  two  be-  the  sixth  pair;  and  this  would  appear 
hind  the  insertion  of  the  four  proper  to  be  a  universal  fact,  for  I  have  found 
straijo^ht  muscles  of  the  eye.  This  mus-  it  to  be  thus  in  the  Ruminantia  (ox  and 
cle  is  met  with  in  the  turtle,  and  in  sheep),  the  Solipeda  (horse^,  Pachyder- 
most,  if  not  iu  all,  the  Reptilia  and  mata  (swine),  and  Camivora  (dog), 
Aninhibia  ;  it  is  absent  in  fishes,  and  in  amongst  Mammalia.  The  distribution 
birds  its  place  is  occupied  by  the  mus-  ■ 
cuius  quadratus  of  the  nictitating  mem-  •  Cap.  xv.  p.  78. 
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of  the  sixtli  neire  to  the  suspemofjr  ever,  which,  like  the  theory  of  a  respira- 

muscle  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  mentionetl  tory  system  of  nerves,  of  which  they 

only  by  one  modem  author,  and  that  is  form  a  part,  cannot,  I  think,  be  regarded 

in  relation  to  the  Chelouian  reptiles,  by  as    satisfactory,  and    to    which    there 

Bojanus,  in   bis  splendid  mooograpb,  apnear  to  be  insuperable  objections. 

^  Anatome  Testudinis  Europces."  1  would  here  submit,  that  before  we 

What  is  A  singular  circumstance  in  ought  to  regard  the  theory  of  the  func- 

the  anatomy  of  the  sixth  nerve  in  the  tions  of  the  nerves  and  moscles  of  the 

Mammalia  is,  that  although  of  the  two  eve  proposed  by  Mr.  Walker  as  esta- 

muscles  to  which  it  is  distributed,  the  blished,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  show 

suspensory  is  double  die  size  of  the  ah*  that  it  can  he  leconoiled  with  the  fact  of 

ductor,  yet  that  it  gives  a  moefa  Uiger  the  auapensory  muscle  in    the    lower 

proportion  of  its  filameols  to  Ihe  latter,  animals  being   supplied  by  the  sixth 

In  the  various  eves  that  I  have  dissect-  nerve.    Mr.  Walker  will,  I  am  sure, 

ed,  I  have  nni/omly  jMtod  that  two-  agree  with  me  in  considering  it  highly 

thirds,  or  even  three  ^wirths  of  the  fila-  desirable  to  subject  bis  theory  to  every 

ments  composinf  ^^  sixth   nerve,  are  test  capable  of  being  applied  to  it;  and 

given  to  the  alJUctor,  and  only  the  re-  more  especially  when  we  recollect  that 

maining  thii4  #r  fourth  to  the  suspen-  with  its  adoption  is  necessarily  connect- 

soiy    muscif.      This    circumstance,    I  ed  the  rejection  of  two  theories  on  the 

think,  is  sglficient  strongly  to  support  same  subject,  propounded  by  such  dis- 

the  view  ^  the  function   of  the  latter  tinguished  phvsioiogists  as  Sir  Charles 

muscle,  which  I  have  taken  above.  Bell  and  Mr.  Mayo — theories,  however, 

When  I  first  noticed  this  fact  in  com-  which,  it  must  be  observed,  cannot  be 

parative  anatomy,  I  was  not  aware  that  regarded  as  having  the  same  claim  to 

there  was  any  published  account  of  it ;  attention  that  the  one  proposed  by  Mr. 

and  two  years  since,  when  I  had  the  Walker  has,  inasmuch  as  they  neither 

pleasure  of  attending  Mr.  Mayo's  lee-  of  them  attempt  to  give  a  complete  ex- 

tures  on  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  planation   of  the   nerves  and   muscles 

the  nervous  system,  I  took  an  oppor-  of  the  eye;  the  one  of  them,  that  of  Sir 

tunity  of  pointing  it  out  to  that  gentle-  Charles  Bell,  oflering  no  explanation  of 

man  as  a  tact  apparently  opposed  to  his  the  abductor  muscle  having  a  distinct 

explanation  of  the    functions    of  the  nerve ;  and  the  other,  that  of  Mr.  Mayu, 

nerves  and  muscles  of  the  orbit*.    I  leaving  the   question   of   the  superior 

have  since  found,  however,  that    the  oblique  muscle,  and  the  fourth  nerve, 

comparative  anatomy  of  the  sixth  nerve  equally  in  the  dark. 

was  well  known  150  years  ago  to  Wil-  In   relation   to  one  of  the  disputed 

lis,  from  whom  I  quote  the  following  :-*  points  involved   in  this  discussion,    I 

"  Nervos  iste  (conjugationis  sextse)  an-  may  observe  that  in  two  dissections  of 

trorsum  tendens,  prope  oculi  orbitam  in  the  muscles  of  the  eye  of  the  ox  and 

duos  ramos  dividitur ;  quorum  alter  in  dog,  made  since  the  publication  of  Mr. 

muscttlum  oculi  abducentem,  in   exte-  Walker's  paper,  I  have  noticed  that  the 

riore  ejus  anguli  situm,  inseritnr ;  atque  insertion  of  the  two  oblique  muscles  is 

alter  in  varias  fibras  diremptus,  muscu-  decidedly  anterior  to  the  vertical  axis  of 

lo  septimo,  brutis  proprio,  impenditor,  the   ball, — a   fact  confirming,  I  think 

adeo  ut  hie  etiam  nervus  oculi  motibus,  satisfactorily,    the     view    which     Mr. 

fere  tantum  patheticis,  aut  ab  instinctu  Walker  takes,  in  common  with  Meckel, 

naturali  excitatis,  inset  vire  videaturf."  Cloquet,  and   Knox,  of  the  action  of 

Willis  likewise  concludes,  that  the  these  muscles,  in  opposition  to  the  rc- 

Iburth  pair  of  cerebral  nerves,  to  which  verse  doctrine  of  Aibinus,  Bell,  Mayo, 

he  gave  the  name  of  patheticiy  as  well  Dalrvmple,  and  others, 

as  Uie  sixth,  are  involuntary  nerves ;  Although  I  have  bestowed  upon  this 

and  that  the  voluntary  motions  of  the  subject  considerable  attention,  and  some 

eye  are  all  performed  by  the  muscles  reflection,  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to 

supplied  from  the  third  pair.      He  thus  perceive  the  necessity  for  any  peculiar 

anticipated   the   views  of  Sir  Charles  consent  or  sympathy  between  the  sus- 

Bell  upon  this  question— views,  how-  pensory  and  abductor  muscles  of  the 

eye  of  quadrupeds.      Mr.  Walker,  ho w- 

^  •  vide  Mayo**  Physiology,  second  edltloD,  p.  cwr,  or  some  Otlicr  physiologist,  may 

'"I' Nervorum  Deicripiio  et  Usus,  cop.  22.  p.  78,  perhaps  be  able  to  point  out  such  a  con- 
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Bcxion  ;    and  will  probably    be  kind  i^raduallj  acquires  it  (and  wbo  ^,^^^ 

enoujrb  to  answer  the  query  with  which  who  can  practise  our  profcMion  withont 

1  shall  conclude  these  very  cursory  ob-  acquinng  some  portion  of  information 

9erv2itiom'^Is  the  fact  of  the  suspensory  worth   communicatingr  to  others?)  in  a 

muscie  of  the  eye  in  the  hwer  animals,  place  which   we   have  endeavoored  to 

being  supplied  by  the  sixth  nerve,  recon-  represent  as  being  peculiarly  adapted  to 

eilable  or  not  with  the  explanation  of  ito  reception,  so  as  to  supply  to  the  ac 

the  functions  of  the  muscles  and  nerves  tively  intelligent  aud  devotedly  indus- 

of  the  eye  balL  given  by  Mr,  Walker  P  trious,  an   opportunity  of  ajgrgregating 

•^          -^  the  information   comprised  in  the  scat- 

^''*  n^t'T  1W6**^''*'  *«'«^  labours  of  many  writers,  in  a  con- 

*  densed  and  readily  accessible  form.     In 

short,  every  man  should  feel  it  to  be  his 

ON  THE  duty  to  furnish  some  part  of  the  mate- 

OPERATIVE  PROCEEDINGS  rials,  at  leasr,  of  that  risinflr  fabric  which 

the  more  diligent  and  enlightened  will 

BBQuiRBo  Foa  cvcntually  fashion  into  a  storehouse  of 

THE   REMOVAL    OF   THE  DISLO-  professional  knowledge  — a  temple   of 

CATED  LENS.  medical  science,  of  a  constmction    so 

„  perfect  and  beautiful  that  the  finite  fa- 

Bv  Richard  Middlemore,  r^j^^  ^^  ^^^  ^„  scarcely  further  im- 

Surgeon  to  ihe  Birmingham  Eye  Infirmary.  prove  or  addm    it.     To   approach    even 

this  typified  perfection  of  knowledge, 

In  addressing  to  you  some  further  ob-  the  active  and  constant  exertions  of  all 

servations  on   the    operative   measures  ^^ye  required. 

required  in  certain  varieties  of  disloca-  xhe  practice  of  removing  the  lens, 

tion  of  the  crystalline  lens,  I  shall  offer  when*  displaced  into  the  anterior  cham- 

no  hackneyed  apology  for  what  may  be  ^|>  by  accidental  violence,  or  from  other 

considered   the  limited   and   rery  sec-  causes,  has  been  long  known,  but  not, 

tional  character  of  my   remarks,  inas-  until  lately,  so  much  acted  upon  as,  I 

much  as  it  appears  to  me  that  the  elabo-  think,  it  ought  to  have  been.     Daniel 

ration  of  the  details  of  medical   and  mentions,  that  *'  M.  Petit  a    pratique, 

surgical  subjects  is  one  of  the  most  legi-  en  1708,  la  section  de  la  com^e  pour 

timate  and  important   objects  contem-  extraire  le  crystallin  qui    etait    passe 

plated  by  the  establishment  of  medical  dans  la  chambre  anteri^ure  *  ;*'  and  Dr. 

journals;  for  in  what  other  vehicle  of  Warren  has  furnished  an  elaborate  and 

information  can  the  various  objects  of  me-  able  article  upon  the  subject  f,  in  which 

dical  inquirv  be  investigated  with  equal  he  appears  to  consider  that  it  is  not  only 

minuteness  r    If  the  author  of  an  ordi-  necessary  to  remove  the  displaced  lens 

nary  octavo  volume  attempt  this  elabo-  hy  an  operation,  when  it  has  already 

horation  of  detail,  it  is  not  difficult  to  produced  acute  inflammation  of  the  eye, 

predict  how  large  a  part  of  the  project-  but  that  it  is  also  iustifiable  to  extract 

ed  matter  of  his  work  will  remain  uuac-  the  lens  immediately  after  it  has  become 

complished.     Regarding,  therefore,  me-  displaced,  as  a  means  of  preventing  the 

dical  journals  as  depositories  of  informa-  occurrence  of  severe  inflammation.     I 

tion  the  most  ample  and  exact,  and  of  do  not,  however,  intend  to  point  out  the 

inquiry  the  most^claborate  and  extended,  forms  of  dislocation  which  more  espe- 

I  have,  in  my  various  communications  ciidly  require  the  performance  of  the 

to  the  Gazette,  frequently  selected,  for  operation,  nor  the  period,  after  the  oc- 

investigation,  a  part  of  the  section  of  a  currence  of  the  displacement,  at  which 

subject  (if  I  may  be  permitted   so  to  it  would   be  desirable   to  operate;   for 

speak)  which,  if  it  has  not  instructed,  these  things  have  been  already   fully 

has  at  least  fatigued  somewhat  less  than  discussed  %.    My  chief  object  is  to  di- 

if  a  prolonged  investigation  of  a  large      

and   comprehensive  subject    had  been  •  M^moircadcrAcad^mleRoyaledcClUnirgfe, 

entered  upon  in  the  same  manner  in  re-  »o»-JJ;,^^„  ^^^  ^^  ^    ,^^  j,„.  ,^l.  ,„^. 

spect  to  all  Its  parts.    It  appears  to  me  j  lowoon  Mvoical  Oasbttc,  vols.  v.  and  \x, 

that  every  practitioner  should  be  en-  The  North  or  England  Medical  and  Snrftcal 
«.Aiii>a«v4i«l  4/«  o^».<>  r^«.utiMl  anil  flonnaif  Joumal,  No,  4.  Midland  RepoHcr,  roU.  II.  and 
COUraged    to   come   forward,  anU  deposit     ,„     Trin.actlont  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 

bis   stock  of   Useful    knowledge  as   be     sarglcal  Aisociation,  toU.  li.  and  ill. 
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veet  attention  to  the  mode  in  which  the  and  I  should  not  so  soon  have  referred 

displaced  crystalline  should  be  remored,  to  the  subject  a^ain  if  I  had  not  had  a 

in  those  cases  where  from  its  constant  or  recent  opportunity  of  observing^  the  dif- 

occaaional residence  in  the  anterior  cham-  ficulties  encountered   by    an   excellent 

befp  or  in  whatever  situation  it  may  be  surgeon,  in  consequence  of  pursuing*  a 

placed,  such  operation  may  be  deemed  different  practice,  and  of  ascertainingc, 

requisite.     If,  then,  it  be  necessary  to  by  conversing  with  various  professional 

extract  the  displaced  crystalline  through  friends,  that  they  are  prepared  to  give 

an   incision  of  the  cornea,  should  that  the  influence  of  their  recommendation  to 

incision  be  made  at  its  upper  or  lower  this,  as  I  conceive,  very  mischievous  and 

part  ?     Before  replying  to  this  question,  erroneous  surgical  practice :  for  it  cannot 

It  is  proper  to  inquire  into  the  usual  state  escape  observation,  that  the  evils  to  be 

of  an  eye  in  which  a  dislocation  of  the  apprehended  arise  not  so  much  from  the 

lens  into  the  anterior  chamber  (for  it  is  mere  section  of  the  cornea  as  from  the 

to  this  form  of  accident,  or  disease,  that  manipulations  required,  and  the  injury 

my  remarks  are    more     especially  in-  inflicted  by  the  attempts  to  remove  the 

tended  to  refer)  has  recently  occurred,  lens. 
We  find  that  the  eye  is  more  or  less  in- 

flamed— -that  its  muscles,  and  those  of  — 

the  eye-lids,  are  irritable  and  spasmodic  notice 

in  their  action— and  that  there  is  great 

intolerance  of  light.    If  an  attempt  be  or  a  nkwly-ducovbrbd 

made  to  raise  the  upper  eye- lid,  the  or-  PECULIARITY  in  the  STRUCTURE 

bicolans  mnscle  acts  with  ereat  power ;  rrm^DTvri?  rki?nTrkTr  a   ^. 

tbe  MrfMe  of  the  eye  is  ixpos^d  with        <>'  ""=  ^J^/?,^  f  ^^^V*^^'  ** 

considerable  difficulty,  and  tlie  patient  DECIDUA  VERA. 

saflen  extreme  pain.      HaTinr,   how-  n    ur  t:<  »  un 

erer,  made  m  Motion  of  the  upper  part  »'  ^-  ^-  Montoomert,  M  D. 

•f  the  cornea  vanrinfir  in  size  In  corre-  •^'"•°6.tfe'orPb7.ilC;.f  iKd*.*'"""  * 
spondence  with  tbe  magnitude  and  den- 
sity of  tbe  lens,  it  is  found  to  be  amaz-  — 

imfly  difficult  to  introduce  a  hook  for  j^  ^^„^j  ^^  ^„  unprofiuble  occupation 

the  purpose  of  removing  the  displaced  ^^^^^  ^-^^  ^f  ^he  Association  to  enter 

crystaUine :  to  mtroduce  a  hook  through  ^^^^         ^^^       ^f  ^     ^„^^^,  ^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

an  openingr  at  the   upper  part  of  tlie  account  of  the  structure  and  relations  of 

eoniea,  for  Uie  purpose  of  extracting  a  t,,^  dccidua,  which  are  so  familiar  to 

lens  situated  at  the  lower  part  of  the  ^j^^  profession.     I  shall,  therefore,  take 

anterior  chamber,  m    an  eye    already  ^^^  '    ^^^^  ^^at  my  hearers  are  in  full 

much  learned,  18,  I  repeat,  a  matter  possession  of  the  different  points  already 

Tcry  diflicult  of  |>erfonnanc»,  and  ha^  ^^j,  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^j^  subject,  and  confine 


pamive  ease  with  which  a  oinereni  never  been  described,  although  perhaps 
mode  of  operatingr  may  be  practised,  ^^^  ^f  -^^  ^^^^  important  and  interest- 
before  they  resolve  on  makinjiT  such  ex-  J,  features.  About  four  years  ago, 
Mordtnary  demands  on  their  operative  ^^j,^  preparing  the  comnonent  parts  of 

^^^T*^*     .  .      t         J      A  .1.   .  1  a  human  ovum,  in  the  third  month,  for 

If  the  incision  be  made  at  the  lower  jecture,  I  observed  that  when  the  deci- 

pwrt  of  the  cornea,  and  the  knife  be  j„^  ^^^^  ^^  immersed  in  water,  with 

^"?^!^»*  *'  ?"^  .11*^  ^'         .°^      ®  its  uterine  surface  uppermost,  there  ap- 

solid  (if  sofl,  it   will  not   require  ex-  peared  amongst  the  floaUng  and  shred- 

tracf  mg)  lens.  It  Ml  then  prevented  from  fj,^^  processes  which  covered  it,  certain 

reUnnff  behind  the  ins,  and  no  efforts  at  ^^^jf  circular  openings,  which  at  first 

femoral  are  necessary ;  for  the  crystal-  j   ^^^^  ^^  ^c  merely  foramina  in  the 

hue  generally  passes  through  the  cor-  „,embrane ;  but  on  attempting  to  pass 

neal  opemng  without  any  trouble  what-  ^^  p^j^^  ^f  ^  g^e  elass  rof  through 

^^ST;  ,.  .1    J     r  ..  one  of  them,  I  found  it  to  be  a  cul-de- 

The  preceding^  method  of  operating^  [ 

has  been  recommended  in  my  work  *,  .«...«. 

Z 1 -        *  Read  before  the  Medical  Section  of  tbe  Bri- 

•  YoL  iU  p*  47.  tbh  AssocUtlon,  at  Bristol,  Aug.  25,  1886. 


2:)8  DR.  SKILLMAN's  CAMB^OT  POnONHIG  BY  ARSENIC. 

sac.    Being  thus  ioeited  ta  aseertain  riods  of  gestation  the  ovum  derives  all 

how  the  matter  really  was,  and  examin-  its  support  hy  imbibition,  through  the 

ing  carefallj  then,  and  having  repeated  connexion  existing  between  the  dccidua 

the  examination  frequently  since,  I  have  and  the  villous  processes  covering  the 

fully  satisfied  myself  and  others  who  surface  of  the  chorion. 

have  examined  the  part  with  me,  or  to     

whom  I  have  exhibited  it  in  my  lectures 

on  embryology,  both  of  the  existence  case  of 

and  peculiar  cnaracter  of  the  structure 

about  to  be  described.    There  are  on  POISONING  WITH  ARSENIC; 

the  external  or  uterine  surface  of  the  recovery,  after  half  an  ounce  had 

decidua  vera  a  great  number  of  small  nwu-v  awAnnwon 

ike  elevations,  which  project  from 

it  like  little  bags,  the  bottoms  of  which  By  Dr.  Jacob  T.  B.  Skillman, 

are  attached  to,    or  embedded  in  the  or  New  Bmnswick,  N.  j. 

substance  of,   the  decidua:   they  then  

expand  or  belly  out  a  little,  and  again 

grow  smaller  towards    their  outer  or  I  ^^s  called  to  see  Jane  B.,  a  native  of 

uterine  end,    which  is,  in  by  far  the  th"    place,    aged   5»   years,  at  eight 

greater  number  of  them,  an  open  mouth,  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 

when  separated  from  the  uterus :  how  it  April,  1836.    Oil  my  arriral,  I  was  in- 

may  be  while  they  arc  adherent,  I  can-  formed    by  her  mother  that  she  had 

not  say.    Their  form  is  circular,  or  very  taken    sixpence    worth   of  arsenic,  or 

nearly  so;  they  vary  in  diameter  from  half  an  ounce,  as  I  aflerwards  learned 

onetwelfth  to  one-sixth  of  an  inch,  and  fro™  the  apothecary  who  sold  it  to  the 

are  elevated  to  about  one-twelfth  of  an  patient.     Her  mother  handed  me  the 

inch  above  the  surface  to  which  they  papers  in  which  it  had  been  put  up,  and 

adhere* :  in  the  way  of  comparison,  I  which  showed  very  evident  marks  of 

would  say  that  they  were  miniature  re-  having  contained  the  poison,  from  the 

presentations  of  the  suckers  of  the  cut-  colour  left  upon  the  inside  paper.     She 

tie  fish.    They  are  not  confiued  to  any  informed   me  her  daughter  had    taken 

one  part  of  the  decidua,  but  are  usually  the  whole  dose  the  preceding  evening, 

most  numerous  and    most   distinct  in  about  twilight ;   that  it  soon  produced 

those  parts  of  it  which  are  not  connect-  emesis  and  catharsis,  which  continued 

ed  with  the  capillary  rudiments  of  the  frequent  through  the  night     On  exa- 

placenta,  and  at  the  period  of  gesUtion  mmation,  I  found  her  pulse  140  in  a 

which  precedes  the  formation   of  the  minute,  and  irregular ;  she  complained 

latter  (the  placenta)  as  a  distinct  organ :  of  m"eb  pain  in  her  head,  throat,  and 

hence  the  best  time  for  examining  them  ftomach  ;   fauces  appeared  much  swol- 

is  up  to  the  third  month.    In  the  ad-  len    and    red ;    eyes  considerably  in- 

yanced  periods  of  gestation  they  are  not  flamed;   frequent  sighing.      Although 

to  be  found ;  at  least  I  have  not  seen  somewhat  reduced   and  exhausted   by 

them  then.     I  am  ready  to  confess  at  the  action  of  the  poison  upon  the  sto- 

once,  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  offer  mach,  I  immediately  took  from  ber  arm 

any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  precise  *^out  twenty  ounces  of  blood,  which  I 

nature  or  use  of  these  decidual  cotjle-  thought  had  some  effect  in  producing 

dons,fortothat  name  their  form,  as  well  more    regularity    in    her    pulse,    and 

as  their  situation,  appear  strictly  to  en-  would  perhaps  reduce  the  inflammation 

title  them  ;  but  from  having  on  more  ?f  the  alimenUry  canal.     I   was  also 

than  one  occasion  observed  within  their  informed  that  her  dejections  appeared 

cavity  a  milky  or  chylous  fluid,  I  am  to  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of 

disposed  to  consider  them  reservoirs  for  the  poison,  in  an  undissolved  state.     I 

nutrient  fluids,  separated  from  the  ma-  directed,    after  bleeding,  an  ounce  of 

tenial  blood,  to  be  thence  absorbed  for  castor  oil  every  third  hour,  and  a  wine 

the   support   and   development  of  the  glassful  of  a  solution  of  Epsom  salts  in 

ovum.    This  view  appears  strengthened  a  quart  of  soapuds,  every  intervening 

when  we  consider,  that  at  the  early  pe-  *>our,  until  it  should  act  freely  upon  the 

_____^____^^____^__^______^^^^^____  bowels ;  this  last  solution  to  be  given 

lukewarm 

tvtedo^nl'SirloJSTTiJ'^l^iorl*'"'  "^P-iS^nri"  At  six  o'clock  P.M.  I  fouud  that  she 

lyieaon*  win  appear  in  a  trork  on   Pregnancy,  ,,        •     ^    %     ,t                ^^1.^1.1.1 

now  on  the  eve  of  publication.  had   rejecteu    the    most  that  soe   bad 
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taken,  and  that  the  operation  upon  tbe  ANALYSES  and  NOTlCESop BOOKS. 

bowels  was  venr  scanty;   pulse  more 

frequent ;   cwiJained  of  more  pain  in  

the  stomach.     Ordered  the  medicine   in  ••  L'Autear  te  tnc  k  allonger  ct  que  le  leeteur  te 

smaller    doses,    and    to   be  continued  tuekabriger/'-D'ALiMBBax. 

through  the  nis^ht  until  it  should  pro-  

dDcethedesirefaction  unon  the  bowels.  Oar.tellungen  «nrf  AnticAten  znr  Ver- 

had  been  freely  acted  upon  b^  the  me-  %    ,^J  „„^  Oeut.chland.  [A  ComI 

dicine ;  atomacl.  appearea  les.  imUble ;  J^^.     ^^  ^  of  Medicine  in  France, 

complained  of  more  nam  in  the  fauces.  ^     ^^„^    ^„d  Germany.]    Von  Dr 

ferierarand.Lsr"'^  £r^"^-"- ««— '>«^- 

At  six  P.M.,  pulse  more  freauent,  and 
an  ash-colouied  appearance  otthe  centre  Dr.  Muehry's  tour  took  place  in  1835, 
of  the  tonfi^ue;  edges  much  reddened  and  the  notes  made  on  the  occasion 
by  inOammation;  complained  of  much  have  formed  a  very  respectable  pocket 
pain  throughoot  the  sjstem,  with  great  volume,  which  strangers  from  Germany 
and  incessant  itching  of  the  skin ;  some  will  find  useful  as  a  ^uide.  Correct 
tenesmus  and  strangury.  Directed  her  maps  of  London  and  Pans  are  subjoined, 
to  take  a  solution  of  tart  antim.  and  having  the  chief  localities  interesting  to 
n>.  niL,  a  tea-spoonful  evety  hour,  until  the  medical  visitor  conspicuously  mark- 
toe  excitement  abated ;  toast  water  and  ed  upon  each.  The  account  given  of 
barley  water  for  drink.  our  nospitals  is,    generally  speaking. 

At  8  A.M.,  29th,  appeared  somewhat  correct,  or  at  least  there  are  no  material 

relieved  of  all  tbe  unpleasant  symptoms,  errors  in  it,  which,  perhaps  is  as  much 

and  had  eaten  half  a  cracker.    Directed  as  can  be  expected  from  a  tourist  making 

a  dose  of  salts,  and  a  continuation  of  one  or  two  flying  visits. 

the  solution  of  antimony.  

At  6  P.M.    salts  had  not  operated :  Historisch.krititche    Darttellung    der 

symptoms  more  aggravated,    birected  Theorien  uber  das  Wesen  und  den 

a  repetition  of  tbe  salts,  and  a  continua-  Sitz  der  pst/chitchen  Krankheiten. 

tion  of  the  antimony.  [Account  or  the  several  Theories  which 

At  8  A.M.,  on  tbe  30tb,  all  the  symp-  prevail,  respecting  the   Nature  and 

toms  much  more  favourable ;  had  eaten  Seat  of  Mental  Diseases.]     Von  Dr. 

a    cracker.    Toast    water  and    barley  J«   B.  Friedreich.     Leipzig,  1836. 

water  continued  for  drink,  and  continu-  Schloss. 

ation  of  the  antimony .  jj^jg     •             extremelv    '  tere  t' 

May   1st,  at  8  a.m     Bjmptonw  the  ^^^  displaying  all  tbat^mldition  in§ 

same  as  _the  previous  day:  £ad  had  a  practical Lperience throuirh  which  Pro- 


"*i        ^'  IrA  "*J^l^"*"  "*"  »  practical  experience  through  which  Pro- 

r^l^^tXL^^^  *^°  "^  '"'  '^^^^^  Friedreich  ha.  long^ince  attained 

^  Tk  .  J     h^!^;^  r  ^  Ki  ««  distinguished  a  name.*"  Tbe  subject  is 

«jf?;J^«LtH"«.'iriW**'''™^^  lucidly  Lated     under    the    resptctive 

r^^X^n^^-^Lf""*''  ^"""^."^  ^*^»^»  «f  '^^  '»**^"»>.  immateriil,  and 

appears  cleaning :  has  eaten  some  oyster  the  mixed  theories,  with  critical  remarks 

**tS*    a*  a  .  w    .« *-ii  ^^   ^^^  principal   supporters   of   each. 

fc^l^  ItT;;  L^  "f "  I" T"" '''"";  '^^^  ^^^^«  «^ J^«>^i ^nd  Combe  are dis- 

;n^«  .!^nv,lLS.„?     SK^""  '^*^'  *'''*  ^'^^^  5  ^^^  ^^^^^  «f  Heinrotb,  Harper, 

!^fi^«„?v  Itenh    ^^^A  "'''^  '''""r  ^"^^^^  *"^  «^her  authors  of  reputation 

C^ncrJr  L  &  *°.'^  "^  v"""^'  ""^  *°^  «°  ^^^  ^»»«J«.  '^^  have  su?h  an  ac 

^r    ^ti^J  ^r  f  ^'*^™'*'^*  fP-  count  presented  to  us  of  the  actual  stete 

S^L  T!dn  L^!r.*'''K  •;    ''a    ^"I  of  mecfico-psychological  literature,  as  we 

l&c  '^q"«°^    »>«^  "Oft  *»<*  should  be  glad  to  see  transferred  into  our 

•M*»i,'   ck-  : •     •       L  1  o^^   language.      It    would  serve,  we 

heahh*  •'''^"^      '  "*  ^^''""^^  matcSally   to  promote    in    this 

[ country  the  study  of  a  branch  of  medi- 

"^  cal  science  which  has  been  but  too  much 

A ™.?f2S?" '**■""***'*'•*****  ®*^^°*^*»» ''"  neglected— we  mean   that  of  menUl 

diseases. 
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Dr.  Gustav  Blumroder  uhsr  das  Irre-  a  popular  iphyiology,   executed   in   a 

teyUf    oder  anthropologisck-psychia-  manner  worthy    of  bis    distinguished 

trische  Grundsdtze  [Dr.   Blumroder  abilities.     It  is  to  be  completed  m  five 

on  Insanity].  Leipzig*,  1836.  Schloss.  parts,  two  of  which  have  appeared — the 

In  this  brochure,  Dr.  Blomroeder  has  ""*  treatinif  of  organic,  and  the  second 

attempted  to  treat  the  subject  of  insanity  ®'  animal  life. 

in  a  popular  manner,  or  at  least  as  well  

for  the  non-professional  as  the  profes-  j^-^   Leislunffen   und  Foritchritte  der 

sional  reader.     He  ffives  an  account  of  Medicin  in    DeuUchland   im  Jahre 

the  unity  («iiA«0  or  man,  of  the  blood,  ,934       [Progress    of    Medicine    in 

the  bram    and  spinal   marrow-of  the  Germany  dunng  the  year  1834.]  Von 

two  great  faculties  of  the  understanding  p^  j^  j  3^^^      ^^^y^^ 
and   the  will — of  the  vanous  kinds  of 

menul  unsoundness,  imbecility,  melan-  We  last  year  gave  an  account  of  the 

choly,  eccentricity,  delirium,  insanity  ;  first  two  volumes  of  this  work,  and  have 

with  views  of  the  etiology,  diagnosis,  been   anxiously  expecting  the  appear- 

prognosis,  the  treatment  and  pathologi-  auce  of  the  continuation.     The  volume 

cal  anatomy  of  mania.     The  author's  now   published  only  brings  us  to  the 

great  resources  of  learned  experience  close  of  the  year  ia34 ;  but  every  al- 

shine  throughout ;  but  how  far  his  book  lowance  must  be  made  for  the  author  of 

would  be  popular  here,  even  if  it  were  «uch  an  undertaking,  when  we  consider 

translated  into  English,  is  questionable,  that  he  not  only  gives  us  an  account  of 

It  is  dedicate  to  Professor  Friedreich.  all  the  new  works,  and  new  editions  of 

works,  brought  out  in  Germany  during 

the  year,  but  a  notice  of  all  the  articles 

Analehien      iiber      Kinderkrankeiten.  published  in  the  periodicals,  arranged 

Heft,  i.— viii.      Stuttgart,,   1834-6.  under  their  respective  heads !     The  two 

Schloss.  indexes  of  names  and  subjects,  which 

This  is  a  c^jllection  of  papers  on  the  »«  added,   render  the  work  perfectly 

diseases  of  children,  which  appears  pe-  wcessible  in  the  way  of  reference. 

riodically,  and  is  designed  for  the  use  

of  German  practitioners.     The  contri-  ■^•..o.  j              r.j 

butors  are  of  all   countries;   many  of  M^tcal  Study ;  an  Introductory  Ad. 

them  French,  American,  and  EngliUi.  ^^V'  ^^'""ST'^  «'/*?  ^'^''^^  ^i^"' 

*  .^.'School    By  J.  A.  Symonds,  M.D. 

y  Wb  have  perused  this  Address    with 

Encykhpadie   der  getammten  Medici-  much  pleasure;  it  contains  a  great  deal  of 

niscken  und    Ckirurgischen  Praxis,  valuable  advice  within  a  moderata  com- 

[Cjrclopedia    of   Practical   Medicine  pass,  and  displays  the  author's  taste  and 

and  Su^cery].    Von  Dr.  G.  F.  Most,  good  sense  throughout.     Some  extracts 

&c.      Heft,   i.— V.      Leipzig,   1836.  we  should  be  glad  to  transfer  to  our  pages 

Schloss.  did  our  space  permit ;  for  only  one  can 

It  is  intended  to  complete  this  Ency<  we  find  a  comer.   The  author  eloquently 

clopedia  in   twelve  kefte^  forming  two  advocates  the  claim  of  our  profession  to 

octavo  volumes;  and  a  valuable  work  be  considered,  as  in  this  country  it  has 

it  will   be,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  long  been,  a  learned  one.     He  discou- 

portion  (nearly  the  half )  which  is  before  rages,  however,  the   mass  of  studenu 

us.     It  abounds  with  information  on  the  from  discursive  literary  pursuits,  recom- 

several  topics  which  are  treated,  and  the  mending  in  preference  a  concentration 

literature  is  rich  to  profusion.    The  ar-  of  their  talents  upon  some  well-defined 

rangement  is  alphabetical.  object.    **  To  the  maity,"  says  Dr.  Sy- 

monds,   '*  I  address  myself;    to   those 

Der  Menick  nack  den    venckiedenen  ^J!?  "^If^f^  *^T*^*  understandings 

Seitemeiner  Natur,  oder  Antkropo.  T***"  ^«  fit  themselves  for  their  future 

/«/..-    A.-.      rur.n  «<i*;r....i«r  ^^»*iL  duties;  and  to  such  I  would  say  :  Be- 

Sat^  *&c  1  ''^on   Dr    K^  F   bJS"  ^  ""^  «^  ^"^^"°?  "P<»°  *  multitude  of 

Sach.'  Stutgart,  1836.'   Schloss.       '  objects,  tdents  w£icfi,  prudeoUy  econo^ 

^     '  -  mized,  may  make  you  wise  m  your  ge- 

Professor  Burdach  here  offers  to  the  neration,  and  useful  to  many  generations 

**  educated  portion  of  the  community,"  to  come.    Medical  science  is  not  what 
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it  was  in  former  times,  nor  is,  indeed,  people  who  hate  the  taste  of  drugfs. 
anj  science.    Look  to  any  one  of  the  But  we  apprehend  that  the  world  is 
physical  sciences,  and  observe  the  divi-  «  *    .a;  •     .1                 r  *i-               1 
iioi  of  labour.    Take  natural  history:  "ot  sufficiently  aware  of  the  miraculous 
for  one  Curier,  who  commanded  all  its  «nects  of  these  mvisible  doses;  which, 
departments,  what  numbers  you  discern,  indeed,  seem  to  be  the  more  wonder- 
distinguished  indeed,  hut  distinguished  working  the  more  infiiiitessimal  and  spi- 
only  in  particular  branches.     How  well  rftual  they  are  rendered, 
then,  might  we  expect,  ^  nriori,  that  _.          -^  ,                     1       rwn         1 
medicine  must  demand,  from  ordinary  ^^  "»  ^^^^  an  example.    The  vulgar 
minds,  an  attention  all  but  undivided,  medical   world — styled  by  the  disciples 
How  much  stronger  also  must  this  view  of  Hahnemann,  a//o/)aMs— have   long 
become,  by  reflectin«;  on  the  practical  thoughtUiat  there  were  many  substances 
duties,   cares,   and   distractions,  which  ■  .  ?     .        .      .„        ... 
the  application  of  medical  science  in-  W"icn»  though  still  retained  mourphar- 
Tolves  i"  macopoeias,  were  inert,  especially  when 
_________^_^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  exhibited  internally.     This  the  homoeo- 
paths have  discovered  to  be  a  mistake. 
MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  Charcoal,  for  example,  which  had  often 

Saturday,  November  12,  1836.  ^®^"  ^"^^  medicinally,  and  given  even 

to  the  extent  of  a  pound  in  the  day, 

*•  Licet  omnlbav,  licet  etlam  mlhl,  dignitatem     without  Other  effect  than  that  of  passing 

"'Ifu  ***jri.°*'*J.  P^"*f*  "°'*°  y^^^^^f^^  «n    out  of  the  body  unaltered  as  it  went  in, 
pnbllcam  sit,  dlcendi  pciicalam  noD  recaao."  "^  •.»-  v«  «o  n,  rrvui,  m, 

CicsRo.  has  proved  in  the  hands  of  the  "revivers" 

"^  of  medicine  to  be  a  substance  of  most 

HOM(EOPATHY  thaumaturgic   qualities:    the   millionth 

SKETCHED  IN  ITS  OWN  COLOURS.  of  s  grain  of  charcoal  has  given  rise  to 

The  homceopaths  say  that  they  are  not  ^^^^''f'^f  symptoms. 

rightly  understood,-.that  their  doctrines  '"  the  Matena  Medica  of  Hahnemann 

arembrepre8etited,-and  that  they  have  T?^""  *"  ^'*^  condensed  Frencli  trans- 

not  had  a  fair  hearing.    Poor  innocents  !  ****^°  ^^  Jourdan-no  less  than  forty-six 

Weshall  try  whether  we  cannot  aid  them  ^^^J^  ^""S^^  ^'^  ^^^^^*^^  ^  the  detail 

in  becoming  better  known  to  the  public.  ?^  ]**^  symptoms  produced  by  charcoal 

Bat  lest  we  too  should  be  subjected  to  *"  *^^*^'  "^^  exceeding  the  milliontli  of 

the  charge  of  mis-stating,  we  think  it  *  STram.     Seven  hundred  and  twenty  is 

right  to  premise  thatweshallsimply  read  ^^»"°»»>^''  of  symptoms  ascribed  to  this 

a  leaf  out  of  their  own  book--make,  dose  of  vegetable  charcoal  (carbuligni), 

ID  fact,  a  few  selections  from  a  prime  ^^''^  ^'*^  ^"'^''^''  "'"^  '""^'^  «^^  ^""■ 

pfodactionofthegreatMasterhimself-  ^"^^^  ^^  ^^^  *^™^  ^"^"^'^3^  °^  1^^^^° 

and  offer  a  few  plain  comments,  to  im-*  animalis.     In  other  words,  the  ^^^,^,^ 

press  their  importance  the  more  strongly  of  a  dose   which  has  been  found   pcr- 

on  the  minds  of  our  readers.  fectly  inert,  is  des9ribed  as  producing 

Every  body  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  720  symptoms ! 

that    homoeopathy    abhors    unpleasant  But  let  us  see  what  are  those  symptoms. 

doses  of  physic :  that  is  to  say,  the  ho-  Here  are  some  specimens  almost  taken 

moeopathic  doctors  never  administer  so  at  random  :  and  we  pray  the  reader  to 

much  as  a  grain,  for  instance,  of  any  keep  steadily  in  his  mind  that  the,'pcrson 

medicine;  they  go  to  work  with   the  or  persons  who  have  experienced  these 

million  thy  or  fraction  of  a  millionth,  of  symptoms    have   taken   the    maximum 

that   quantity, — which   no  doubt  is   a  dose  of  the  millionth  of  a  grain  of  cAar- 

potent  recommeodatioD  of  them  to  many  coa/-— charcoal  made  of  any   kind   of 

447.— XIX.  R 
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wood ;   for  Hahnemann  says  it  is  not  odeur,  (in  tbe  eoorse  of  half  an  hour.) 

material  from  what  kind  of  wood  it  is  (Casparu) 

made.  But  Gersdorff  finds  that  in  an  hoar 

84.  The  face  itches,  particularly  about  a^^  a  half  the  case  is  altered  :  the  nose 

the  eyelids.  begins  to  percei?e  as  well  as  the  ear. 

itches  ^  r6?^"Xr^.f  ^  ""^  ^^^  ^''^  ^^^  ^^^'  ^'""'  ''^'''''  ""  ''^"''"  ^'^''''• 

86.  A  sensation  of  smarting  itchiness,  Yet  once  ag-ain— 

particularly  in   the   external   angle  of  310.   On   awaking  in   the  morning, 

the  riffht  eye.  ^  (Idem.)  inorme  Amission  de  vents,  sans  odenr. 

87.  Itching  in  the  left  ej'e  ;  the  part 

smarts  after  being  rubbed,  particularly  For  this  last  obsenration  we  are  no 

at  the  inner  an^Ie.  doubt  indebted  to  Hahnemann  himself: 

88.  A  smarting  in  the  inner  angle  of  there  is  a  boldness  in  the  inarme  which 
the  left  eye.  ^j^^^  j^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^  ^^  ^  master.     With 

And  so  on  for  upwards  of  twenty  due  deference,  therefore,  for  so  high  an 

more  symptoms — all  about  the  eye ;  or  authority,  presuming  that  we  hare  to 

as  some  vulgar  jesting  allopath  would  deal  with  the   Doctor  himself,  we  shall 

say,  "  all  my  eye":  but  this  specimen  yery  humbly  submit  whether  he  and  his 

may  serve.  pupils  are  quite  sure  that  these  formida- 

The  eye,  however,  it  appears,  is  not  ble  imissions   de  vents  are  altogether 

the  only  part  that  itches  when  we  take  owing  to  the  charcoal.     Our  hesitation 

the  millionth  of  a  grain  of  charcoal.  to  believe  it  simply  arises  from  this, 

324.  Itching  of  the  anus ;  the  part  *^*^  ^^^  experimenters  while  on  duty 
g^ts  hot  after  It  is  rubbed.  (Gersdorff.)  are  allowed  to  eat  French  beans,  green 

325.  In  the  morning,  while  in  bed,  peas,  and  carrots.  (Vide  Organon,  118.) 
the  anus  itches,  and  gets  worse  for  Now  to  us  it  appears  something  like 
scratching:  heat  of  the  part  follows.  j^f^.ti^n  ^f  the  just  laws  of  in- 
(Vaspart.)  •' 

326.  Smarting  of  the  anus.CC^srfor/f.j  ference,  to  conclude,  because  a  man  is 

^.           ,    -,             ,       ^,*.,,  ^  affected   with  flatus  after  a  vegetable 

Oh.  wonderful  »y«patby  of  MM  Cas-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^y  f^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

par.  and  Ge«dorff !  immortal  pupils  of  ^^^^            ,„j  ^^^„,  ^^  ^^  derou«d, 

the  great  Hahnemann  !   bow  will  pos-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^.^^^^  ^f  ^       ;„  ^f  ^^„. 

tenty  adm.re  the  acuteness  of  your  sen-  ^  ^^j^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^„„„ 

Mtions,  and  the  extreme  pro/knd,tt,  of  ^f^^     Such,  howerer,  is  the  ingenious 

your  remar  reasoning  of  the  homoeopaths.    Admi- 

Now   for  another  set  of  symptoms.  ^,^  logicians ! 

Enter  Messrs.   Gersdorff  and   Caspari  ^^^  ^^^^^    ^^^       ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

again,  having  taken  their  millionth  dose,  'i,  nothing  else  remarkable  about  char- 

299.  Windy  colic :  flatus  circulating  coal :  but  this  is  not  tbe  case.  We 
irregularly  in  the  bowels,  more  particu-  have  still  a  few  other  symptoms  i» 
larly  towards  the  left  side  and  the  back,  notice 

(Gersdorff,)  '                            , 

300.  Rumbling  in  the  bowels,  immc-  226.  Repugnance  to  butter. 

diately.     (Idem.)  Xhis  wonderful  property  belongs  to 

307.  After  the  rumbling,  Amission  de  ^^^  ^y^^^^^  y^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  i^ 
vents  nombreux.     (Idem). 

308.  Rumbling  in  the  lower  bowels  ^^^  '«*»  remarkable. 

perceptible  to  the  ear,    avec  Amission  69.  The  appetite  becomes  destroyed 

sourde  de  vents  presque  inodores^  hu^  fgg  perd)  by  eating ! 

mides^  et  chaudes,     (idem.)  -r*        •            i                 a             j      j 

309.  Flatus  rolling  in  the  bowels,  et  Here  is  another  symptom  produced 

il  en  sort  quelques  unes  qui  sont  sans  by  animal  charcoal—- 
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114.  Upon  ridine  on  liorseback,  the  and  the  decency  of  the  revelations  above 

seat  gets  heated,  and  the  part  blisters.  given  are  inimitable ! 

In  other  words,  the  mUlionth  of  a  ^ain  Be  it  always  remembered,  that  these 

of  charcoal    will    caus&   a    horseman  experiments  for  ascertaining  the  virtues 

speedily    to    "  lose  leather."     But  to  of  invisible  doses  are  ordered  to  be  con- 

praceed :  ducted  by  such  persons  as  we  have  de- 
scribed— men  of  sedate  mind.    Such  is 

146.  The  riffht  axilla  itches.  (he  precept  of  the  great  Founder.   Hear 

159.  A  wart  on  the  nnger  itches.  ^i^^  Orffanon 

177.  Liveljr  dreams  of  scientific  ob-  ^         ' 

iects :    dreaming  of  the   discussion  of  "  The  person  who  makes  the  experi- 

literary  works :  talking  aloud  in  sleep,  ment  ought  to   avoid  all  fatiguing  la- 

.  hour  of  mind  and  body,  all  excesses, 

Innocent  and  kappy  homceopathists,  debauches,  or  mental  excitement,  dur- 

if  these  were  your  only  dreams !    Take  ing  the  whole  of  the  time  that  it  conti- 

cbarcoal,  ye  Uwinses  and  ye  Everests,  ""es.      [Hear   that.   Master  GersdorflT, 

and   be  happy!     But  stay;    what  do  ^^^k'  •   ^^"^  '^^\'  la^civesn     No  ur- 

•             t                                 t  fi^ent  business  must  prevent  him  making 

we    see    m  another  part,   among  the  the  necessary  observations,  and-he  must 

effects  produced  by  this  potent  drug  ?  of  his  own  accord  be  scrupulously  at- 

Really  our  readers  must  translate  for  tentive  to  every  thing  that  passes  in  the 

themselves.  '"'^'I?''  ^^  ^^^ .^'^^J^'  ^^^*?^"^  permitting 

anything  to   interrupt   his   care ;    and 

374.  Pollution  qui  ebranle  fortement  finally,  he  should  unite  with  a  healthy 
et  douloureusement  les  uerfs  :  apr^s  body  (in  its  kind^  a  necessary  degree  of 
qaoi  ardeur^  extremement  violente  a  la  judgment,  that  he  may  be  able  to  ex- 
partie  anterieure  de  I'uretre,  et  en  uri-  press  and  describe  clearly  all  the  sensa- 
nant    une    vive  douleur  secantc   avec  tions  he  experiences." 

ardeur,  &c.     (Gendarff.)  ,        1               . 

375.  Erection  continuelle  pendant  la  Granting  that  the  experimenters  are 
Dttit,  sans  sensations  ou  idees  voluptu-  in  this  high  and  serene  state  of  mind 
euses.     (Idem.)  and  body,  who  can  fail  to  be  struck  with 

376.  Absence  totale  de  Tappetlt  v6.  the  effects  produced  by  an  atom  of  char- 
n^rien,  le  matin  ;  il  ne  peut  mime  Stre  coal  ?  Our  difficulty,  however,  consists 
^xcitipar  det  idien  hicives  (au  bout  de  not  only  in  conceding  the  postulate,  but 
vingt-quatre  heurs).-/i/em.  j^  allowing  a  particle  of  credit  to  the 

Again ;    hear    another    worthy    dis-  flatulent  dreamers. 

ciple :—  A  word  or  two  more  concerning  these 

123.  Pollution  nocturne,  pour  la  pre.  experiments.     It  appears  that  the  ladies 

midre  fois  depuis  trds  long-temps,  avec  a^'e  not  allowed  to  be  inactive  disciples : 

reves  voloptueux,  sans  Erection;  apr^  we  must    ha^e   their    experience    too. 

le  r^veil,  douleur  spasmodique  le  long  But  how  this  is  gathered,  we  are  not 

?f. /'rilTi/lLT^  *  "*  P""'''^  P'^'^^'  informed:  whether  the  wives  and  sistei^ 
neu  re.— ^iiaflwi.} 

of    the  Gersdorffs,  the   Casparis,    and 

Now  only  conceive  all  this  arising  the  Adams,  have  been  employed  to  ob- 

"pulveris    exigui  jactu :"     "  exigui"  serve  the  effects  of  invisible  doses  on 

did  we  say  ?— the  millionth  of  a  grain,  their  own  persons,  and  have  commiini- 

and   that    grain  of  charcoal!     What  cated  their  sensations  to  the  father  of 

wonder  that  sedate  men,  like  the  Gil-  the  sect-^r  whether  their  husbands  or 

christs,  the  Everests,  and  the  Uwinses,  brothers  have  interpreted  for  them,  ap- 

men  sueh  as  Hahnemann  himself  would  pearcth    not :    this  only  doth  appear, 

have  chosen  for  conducting  his  experi-  that  many  odd  symptoms  are  set  down 

nients,  should  be  captivated  with  ho-  to  the  female  experimenters.  For  exam- 

mceopatby.    The  candour,  the  gravity,  pie,  dose  vgkm  gr.  of  charcoal : 
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377.  Forte  excoriation  aux  parties  ment,  into  notice :  some  of  the  sectaries 
gr^nitales  de   la   femme,  en    avant,  le  attempted  to  profit  by  the  occasion ;  so 

^^o^Q     A  J        A         i«»   ««^:  -   ^A^:  that  they  have  only  themsehes  to  thank, 

378.  Ardeur  dans  les  parties  gem-  .^    ,      •'  ,      "^       ,  ,  , 

tales  de  la  femme.  "  ^''^J  ^^^  become  better  understood 

379.  Doulcur  cuisante  aux  parties  than  ever.  Their  own  foolish  hands 
g^nitales  de  la  femme,  aver  flux  leucor-  have  served  to  tear  off  the  veil  of  mys- 
rhoique  abondant,  pendant  deux  jours,  ^^^^  ^^  obscurity,   which    gave   them 

386.  Flux  de  mucus  blanc  par  le  va-  l»>therto  their  only  claim  on  the  credu- 

gin  (au  bout  de  quatre  jours).  lous.    They  pretend  to  want  publicity 

124.  From  a  similar  dose  of  animal  tmd  fair  trial.     They  shall   have  both, 

charcoal,  whites  at  the  end  of  a  fort-  jf  ^^  ^^  j^^  ^^        ^.^j^j^ 

nifiTnt  *  and 

125!  Leucorrheal  discharge,  sUining  our  powers  of  performance.     And  as  we 

the  linen  yellow,  at  the  end  of  three  ^Jave  shown  up  their  impudent  humbug 

weeks.  in  charcoal  now,  perhaps  we  may  try 

„-,      ,  ,    .  -  ^,  them  in  chalks,  or  some  other  matter  of 

Why  have  we  not  the  names  of  the  .•    ^       .        ^, 

...       .*^       ,   ,.        ,  ,     ,  that  sort,  on  the  next  occasion, 

illustnotis  ladies  who  made  these  reve- 
lations ?  why  should  they  be  cheated  of  "~" 
their  fair  proportion  of  fame,  having            COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

laboured  so  zealously  to  verify  the  old  By  a  recent  regulation  the  Council  of 

adage  *'  ex  carbone  thesaurus  ?"  the  College  of  Surgeons  have  determin- 

But  enough,  perhaps,  of  charcoal  for  ed  not  to  receive  in  future  the  certificates 

the  present.    We  doubt  not  we  shall  be  of  any  lecturers  in  anatomy  or  surgery, 

'*  carbone  notandi"   by  the  Hahneman-  who  do   not    appear  before    them  for 

nians,  for  our  pains.     They  cannot  say,  examination    with    reference    to    their 

however,  that  we  have  misrepresented  qualificationsfor  teaching  those  branches, 
them.    We  have  quoted  their  beastly  ...-. 

descriptions  given  in  the  ipsissima  verba,  BRITISH  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

in  which  they  express  their  pruriency,  j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^ 

their  flatulence,  and  their  filth  5  and  we  ^^„^,y   ^^^^   ^^   ^  members  of  the 

have  risked  the  displeasure  of  our  read-  Bj^isi,  Medical  AssociaUon,  we  expressed 

ers  by  transferring  so  much  egregious  our  regret  that  the  card  which  they  had 

nonsense  into  our  columns.  the  politeness  to  send  us  was  not  received 

With  reference  to  this  last  point,  we  In  time  for  us  to  make  use  of  it,  so  that 

can  only  urge  in  excuse,  that  our  duty  we  were  compelled  to  take  oar  report  of 

as  public  journalists  seemed  to  demand  the  proceedings   from  the    Tunes.  ^  The 

that  we  should  thoroughly  expose  theme-  Editor  of  the  Lancet,  in  the  fulfilment  of 

dical  imposture  of  the  day.     We  should  his  dishonest  calling,  last  week  gave  inser- 

havebeen  spared  the  nauseousoffice,were  ^®"  ^^  *^®  ^^^^^  ^^  *"  anonymous  slan. 

it  not  for  the  late  public  circumstances  ^^''  ^^®««  ^^i^^  ^"  *«  produce  the  be- 

which  bestowed  a  certain  degi^e  of  no-  ^«^*^**  ^''^  statement  was  false,  and  that 

toriety  on  the  Hahnemannian  delusion.  ^«  "f°^"L''i  ^"^  Association  regarded 

-r.  1.  J  rii      A    •.    1         ^    uv     *u  *   •  OS  With  very  different  sentiments  from  those 

It  had  fallen  to  Its  lowest  ebb — that  is  ^   ,.         *       _^  ,-„       v.       1..  . 

....  ,  .  feelings  of  courtesy  and  fellowship  which 

to  say.  It  was  already  in  the  embrace  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^   ^^ 

certain  pitiful  pamphleteers,  who  were  ^  ^^^^  ^j^  ^r.  Wakley's   bile    so 

fast  smothering  it  with  their  protection,  effectually  as  the  idea  of  the  General  Prac 

Accident,   however,  or  rather  the  mis-  utioners  presuming  to  think  for  them- 

chievous  bungling  of  one  of  the  sect,  selves,    and  to  judge    of    us  by   what 

brought  the  imposture  again,  for  a  mo-  appears  in  the  pages  of  the  Mspicax.  Ga- 
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XBTTE,  rather  than  hy  his  jealous  and  in-  2dly.  That  the  society  shall  be  called 

terested  calumnies.    Besides  the  comma-  "  The  British  Medical  Association." 

,.  ,  ...  ,  ,  3dly.  That  those  gentlemen  willing  to 
nication  which  we  subjoin,  we  have  also  become  members,  shall,  at  an  early  meet- 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  another,  jng,  appoint  proper  officers:  such  as  a 
from  an  official  qnarter,  in  which  anxiety  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries, 
is  expressed  to  do  away  the  impression  Councillors,  Committees  &c..  and  shall 
"  '^  *^^^^^  ,  r  1.  .  J  fo'''n  *  code  of  laws  for  the  government  of 
which,  it  18  feared,  **  the  intemperate  and  ^^e  Association,  to  be  submiftfed   to  the 

unjast'*  letter  alluded  to,  must  have  pro-  consideration    of    a    subsequent  general 

duced.     We  beg  to  assure  the  members  of  meeting.                                        ^  „  ^  ,^ 

the  Association  that  there  is  no  risk  of  our  ^  ^thly.  That  the  Association  shall  hold 

uw  AHwia^^^'u  M.»i,  frequent  meetings  for  the  transaction  of 

dmnecting  them  with  the  maligners  of  the  imsiness. 

Lancet;  and  that  this  journal  shall  always  5thly.  That  it  shall  oppose  all  encroach- 

be  open  to  the  furtherance  of  all  measures  ments  from  without,  and  all  dishonourable 

calculated  to  advance  the  common  honour  J^^nprofessional  conduct  among  its  mem- 

and  interests  of  our  profession,  from  what-  ^{^ij   That  it  shall,  by  all  legal  means, 

ever  qnarter  they  may  emanate.  or  by  application  to  parliament,  if  consi- 
dered necessary,  endeavour  to  remove  all 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  professional  grievances,  evils,  and  hard- 

^  ships. 

*'*»  ,.         ,  ,,       ^         J    1.  ij  1    *  7thly.  That  it  shall  protect  its  members 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stewards  held  last  ^^^  ^j  j„      ^  ^^  ^^.^^^  prosecutions. 

night,  I  was  directed  to  express  to  you  g^^,     ^hat  it  shall  endeavour  to  form 

their  regret  that  the  ticket  for  the  late  Ge  •  ^  benevolent  fund  for  the  assistance  of  de- 

neral  PiacUUonefs'  Dinner  did  not  reach  ^     ,  members  of  the  profession,  and  for 

yon  until  too  late  to  l^  used.     This  arose  ^^  benefit  of  their  widows  and  orphans. 

from  the  resolution  dcsinnflf  the  attend-  g^j,,     j.y^^^    ^^  ^.g-ect  tlicse  important 

ance  of  reporters  having  onjy  been  made  purposes,  subscriptions  shall  be  paid  by  the 

at  so  Ute  a  penod  as  the  Monday  night  Jjeibers    in  suih   manner    as   shaft  be 

preceding  the  dinner.    On  the  whole  of  hereafter  agreed  upon,  and  donations  re- 

tuesday  I  was  very  busy,  and  found  it  ^^j  ^^^  their  friends  and  the  profes- 

impoasible  to  send  to.^on,  and  to  the  Edi-  ^^  ^^  |      ^                                     *^ 

tor  of  the  r««,  the  Uckets  placed  at  your  j^^,     \y^^^  ^j^^  Association  shall  en- 

dispose,  nnul  the  evening  of  that  day.  deavonr  to  extend  its  expected  advantages 

As  the  report  of  what  occurred  at  the  ^^^^  ^^^  kingdom,  by  ci»rresponding  with, 

^Vl'll^uJ^^'J^^JslJ'^^J^trT^  and  inviUng    the  co-o|,eralion   of,  their 

.^   «-   ...         «        ».,»»«««».    «^-  or  local 

them  to 

ment  of  the  ends  and  objects  of  the  British  ^^'^^  'orsimVlwTmp^mnf  ends^'^^l  ob! 

Medical  Association,  contained  m  a  sketch  -^  j^  ^.^^             '^ 

of  the  Dlan  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  mh.  That    the     members    and  their 

as  read  at  the  dinner  by  the  chairman,  f^^^^  ^j^^l  ^j^^  together  at  least  once  a 

Bequwting  that  you  wiU  do  us  the  favour  .„  ^^e  metropolis;  and  that  the  As- 

to  publish  It  m  an  early  number  of  your  JociaUon  shall,  by  all  means  in  its  power, 

yalnable  periodical,— I  am,  sir,  endeavour  to  promote  the  welfare,  prospe- 

Your  bomble  servant,  ^^     ^^  j,„i^,n  ^f  i^^  ^,^„  y^    in  p^rticu. 

W.  bALEs,  Uau.  6«r.  ,^^^  ^^^  ^pj^^jj  ^^e  dignity,  respectability, 

.  Sosthwtrk,  Nov.  2, 1686.  nn j  usefulness  of  the  whole  medical  pro- 
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fession. 


The  following  is  a  general  sketch  of  the  P,S.— Since  writing  the  foregoing,   it 

Batnre  and  objects  of  the  British  Medical  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  as 

Association:^                                       ^  well  to  Fend  you  an  extract  which  was 

It  is  proposed,  1st,  that  the  medical  readatthedinncrbythc  chairman,  from  the 

general    practitioners    of    England   and  Address  prefixed  to  the  laws  of  the  South- 

Wales  shall  form  themselves  into  an  Asso.  ^ark  General  Medical  Practitioners*  So- 

ciatioD,  for  the  purposes  of  exciting  and  ciety.    As  the  members   of   that  society 

cherishing  kindly  and  honourable  feelings  have  been  principally  instrumental  in  es- 

towards    each    other,    and   of  guarding,  tablishing  the  present    Association,    the 

watching  over,  and  protecting  the  rights,  following  extract  will  tend  further  to  elu- 

privileges,  interests,  and  respectability  of  cidate  their  views,  and  to  show  that  these 
the  profession. 
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arc  not  opinions  arising  out  of  any  impro-  sacfa  frequent  oocnrrence,  that  any  parti- 

per  motives,  or  taken  up  to  serve  a  pur-  cular  description  of  it  would  seem  to  be 

pose  at  the  present  moment  merely;  but  superfluous.     An  observation,  which  has 

that   they  are  the  deliberate  opinions  of  been  already  made,  is  equally  applicable 

honourable  men  : —  to  this  as  to  other  forms  of  hysterical  para- 

*'  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  Society  to  lysis.    The  muscles  are  not  incapable  of 

institute  or  encourage  a  monopoly.     It  is  obeying  the  act  of  volition,  but  the  voli- 

intended  to  promote  fair  and  honourable  tion  itself  is  not  exercised.     So  it   is,  at 

conduct  among  the  practitioners  at  large  least,  in   the   first  instance :   bat  if  the 

towards  each  other — to  encourage  among  patient  has  allowed  the  bladder  to  remain 

them   the  exercise  of  harmony  and  good  for  a  great  length  of  time  in  a  state  of 

will — to  diffuse  useful  medical  informa-  extreme  distention,  actual  paralysis  may 

tion — to  insist  upon  the  rights  and  privi-  ensue,  and   she   may  then  strive  in  vain 

leges  vested  in  the  members  by  the  law  of  to  empty  the  bladder,  without  the  aid  of 

the  land — to  suppress  illegal  practitioners,  the  catheter.    In  these,  and  in  other  cases 

and  thereby  protect  the  real  interests  of  the  in  which  the  bladder  has  been  long  ex* 

public— to  require  the  due  observance  of  tremely  distended,  the  mucous  membrane 

medical  etiquette  between  the  physician  becomes  affected  with  chronic  inflamma> 

and  consulting  surgeon,  and  the  general  tion,  secreting  the  usual  adhesive  mucus ; 

practitioner — in  few  words,  to  render  the  and  even  worse  consequences  may  ensue 

Erofession  within    the  sphere  prescribed  than  these.    In  a  case,  to  which  I  have 

onourable,  useful,  and  respectable."  had  occasion  to  refer  in  my  lectures  on  the 

These  were  the  unlv  objects  of  the  gen-  diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs,  hysterical 

tlemen  forming  the  before. mentioned  so-  retention  of  urine  having  been  for  a  long 

ciety;  and  although,  from  the  apathy  of  time   neglected,  at  last  forty  ounces  of 

general  practitioners,  it  was  never  sup-  urine  were  drawn  off  by  the  catheter.    In 

ported  as  it  should  have  been,  it  has  gone  the  post-mortem  examination,  the  bladder 

on  until  the  present  time ;  henceforward  was  found  of  a  very  large  size,  of  a  dark 

it  will  be  lost  in  the  British  Medical  Asso*  and  almost  black  colour:  there  were  only 

ciation :  and  if  this  be  supported,  as  pre-  slight  vestiges  of  its  natural  structure  left, 

sent  appearances  warrant  us  in  assuming  the  muscular  fibres  being  very  much  wast- 

it  will  be,  and,  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  ed,  and  the  internal  membrane  presenting 

as  it  deserves  to  be,  by  the  profession,  it  the  appearance  of  a  Yery  thin  film,  which 

will  confer  upon  all  its  members  incalcu-  was  readily  separated  from  the  parts  be- 

lable  advantages,  and  prove  ultimately  of  low.     The  dark  coldUr  of  the  bladder  did 

essential  benefit  to  the  public.  not  seem  to  arise  from  mortification,  there 

being  no  foetor,  nor,  with  the  exception  of 

■  the  ^lack  colour,  any  indication  of  it. 

Females  who  labour  under  hysterical  re- 

LECTURES  tentionof  urine,iflefttothemseIves,nsually 

Qjf  recoverin  the  course  of  a  short  spaceof  time; 

sometimes  almost  suddenly :  but  if  the 

LOCAL  HYSTERICAL  AFFEC-  catheter  be  employed,  their  recovery  may 

TIONS,  ^  protracted   for   an   indefinite  periodf. 

We  may  lay  it  down  as  a  general  mle, 

Delivered  in  the  Medical  Theatre  nf  St,  Gearge^i  that  in   these  cases  the  catheter  should 

Hospital,  not  be  had  recourse  to  :  and  the  only  ex< 

ceptions  to  it  are  in  those  extreme  cases 

Br  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  Bart.    F.R.S.  in  which  actual  paralysis  has  taken  place, 

and  the  bladder  is  likely  to  become  dis. 
eased,  if  not  artificially  relieved. 

Lecture  II  Hysterical  aphonia,  or  loss  of  yoioe,  al- 
lowance   being    nrade   for  the  different 

Hysterical  Retention  of  Urine -^  Aphonia '^  functions  of  the  affected  parts,  corresponds 

Affections  of  the  Breast — Tetanus —Singular  very  nearly  to  the  hysterical  retention  of 

j^ection  of  Hand^Sneeting,  ^c.  urine.    It  takes  pUce  suddenly,  continues 

often  for  many  months,  even  for  one  or 

Those  which  I  described  in  the  last  lee-  two  years;  and  then  disappears  as  sudden- 

ture  are  only  a  part  of  the  local  hysterical  ly  as  it  began.    A  patient  thus  affected 

affections  which  fall  under  the  observa-  may,  when  under  the  influence  of  strong 

tion  of  the  surgeon,  and  an  acquaintance  moral  excitement,  find  herself  speaking 

with  which  is  necessary,  to  enable  him  to  in  her  natural  voice,  when,  for  some  time 

practise  his  art  with  credit  to  himself,  and  before,  she  had  spoken  only  in  a  whisper, 

advantage  to  the  public.  Her  recovery  may  be  permanent,  or  she 

Hysterical    retention  of    urine    is   of  may  relapse  into  her  former  condition. 
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This  tymptom  is  not  unfreqnently  met  ance,  the  whole  organ  becomes  slightly  en- 

with  in  the  male  sex,  especially  in  those  larged,  probably  in  conseaucnce  of  aji  in- 

of  the  clerical  profession,  probably  because  creased  determination  of  blood  to  the  small 

thej  often  lead  fery  sedentary  li?es,  and  vessels;  yet  there  is  no  redness  of  the  skin, 

also  because  in  their  profession  they  are  and  indeed  the  skin  is  even  paler  than 

called  upon  to  speak  in  public  in  a  tone  natural,  with  a  somewhat  glossy  appear- 

imised  above  the  ordinary  standard.  ance  of  its  surface. 

A  tympanitic  distention  of  the  intestines        These  cases  are  to  be  distingnished  from 

is  not  an  uncommon  symptom  in  young  those  of  a  rare  kind  of  irritable  tumor  of 

women  who  are  affected  with  hysteria;  the  breast,  of  which  a  representation  is 

and,  when  existing  to  a  great  extent,  is  to  be  found  among  the  plates  annexed 

frequenUy  mistaken  for  ovarian  dropsy,  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper's    work.      I    con- 

The  majority  of  cases  in  which  the  patient  ceive  that  they  ought  also  to  be  distin- 

has  been  supposed  to  be  cured  of  ovarian  guished  from  those  which  may  occur  at 

dropsy,  by  the  agency  of  iodine  and  other  any  time  of  life,  and  in  women  who  have 

remedies,  have  been,  I  doubt  not,  of  this  no  particular  disposition  to  hysteria.      In 

description.   Yet  the  diagnosis  is  not  diffi-  the  cases  to  which  I  now  allude,  the  pain 

cult.  The  absence  of  fluid  is  distinguished  and  tenderness  are  much  less  than  in  the 

hj  the  absence  of  fluctuation ;  and  the  true  hysterical  affection  of  the  breast,  and 

sound  produced  by  percussion  sufficiently  it  will  be  almost  invariably  found  that  the 

indicatesthecanseofthedistention.   When  patient  has  witnessed  the  miseries  of  some 

the  tumor  is  of  a  large  siae,  there  is  pain  friend  or  acquaintance  who  has  suffered 

in  -  the  ^klomen,  ana  the  respiration  is  IVom  carcinoma.  No  part  of  the  body  will 

rendered  difficult  in  eonsequence  of  the  bear  that  rigid  scrutiny    to  which    the 

impediment  which  exists  to   the  descent  breast  is  subjected  under  these  circum- 

•f  the  diaphragm.  If  the  uneasiness  be  such  stances.      Close  attention   will    discover 

as  to  induce  the  practitioner  to  direct  the  in  any,  even  in  the  most  healthy  organ, 

use  of  the  warm  bath,  and  the  tympanitic  sensations    which    had    been    previously 

distention  be  great,  the  effect  is  remarka-  overlooked;  and  constant  anxiety  on  the 

ble.     Instead  of  sinking  in  the  bath,  as  subject  may  magnify  such  sensations  into 

nnder  ordinary  circumstances,  the  jmtient  pain.      In*  these  last- mentioned  cases  a 

floats  on  the  surface.    If  an  elastic  gum  strong  assurance  that  no  disease  exists 

tnbe  be  cautiously  introduced^  so  as  to  will  make  the  patient  happy,  and  remove 

reach  the  upper  part  of  the  rectum,  and  the  pain ;  but  no  such  assurance  will  be 

pressure  be  made  on  the  surface  of  the  adequate  to  the  cure  of  a  genuine  hysterical 

alxlomen,  the  air  may,  in  some  instances,  affection. 

be  made  to  escape  through  the  tube,  until  Hysterical  tympanitis  is  always  attended 
the  abdomen  is  redacea  almost  to  its  with  a  more  or  less  constipated  state  of  the 
natural  dimensions:  but  it  becomes  re-  bowels.  But  obstinate  constipation  of  the 
accumulated  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  bowels  is  a  frequent  occurrence  in  hysteri- 
A  stimulating  iniection,  made  with  the  cal  patients,  independently  of  any  consi> 
tonfdeiio  nitc,  will  sometimes  produce  the  derable  degree  of  tympanitis ;  and  I  have 
same  result.  known  many  instances  in  which  a  case  of 
Yonng  women  are  subject  to  an  affec-  this  kind  has  been  mistaken  for  one  of 
tion  of  the  breast,  corresponding  to  the  hys-  stricture  in  the  upper  part  of  the  rectum. 
tericai  affections  of  the  joints,and  indicated  The  surgeon  here  sometimes  misleads  him- 
by  very  similar  symptoms.  These  cases  self  by  taking  it  for  granted  that  a  very 
liave  been  noticed  by  Sir  A.  Cooper,  in  his  long  bougie  may  be  introduced  into  the 
observations  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Breast,  rectum,  if  there  be  no  actual  contraction ; 
The  patient  complains  of  pain  in  the  not  recollecting  that  the  naturally  tortuous 
breast,  and  shrinas  on  pressure  being  course  of  the  bowel  is  often  sufficient  to  pre- 
made  with  the  fingers,  or  even  on  the  skin  vent  a  bougie  being  passed  more  than  a 
being  slightly  pinched.  Not  unfrequently  few  inches,  eren  in  a  healthy  rectum.  But 
the  examination  of  the  part  produces  the  statement  of  the  patient  tends  to  mis- 
twitches  and  motions  of  the  body,  bearing  lead  him  also ;  for  she  describes  herself  as 
no  small  resemblance  to  those  of  chorea ;  going  to  the  water-closet,  and  yet  being 
yet  if  it  can  be  dexterously  managed,  unable  to  eject  the  contents  of  the  bowels. 
while  the  examination  is  being  made,  that  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  to  in  all  cases,  but 
the  patient's  attention  should  be  otherwise  I  am  satisfied  that,  in  some  instances,  if 
engi^ged,  not  only  these  jnotions  do  not  you  cross-examine  the  patient,  you  will 
loccnr,  but  she  may  seem,  scarcely  sensible  find  reason  to  believe  that  the  hysterical 
of  piin.  The  morbid  sensibility  is  not  constipation  of  the  bowels  is  of  the  same 
•oonfined  to  the  breast,  but  extends  to  the  nature  with  the  hysterical  retention  of 
-axilla,  and  down  the  arm.  No  distinct  urine.  The  effort  of  volition  is  not  exer- 
tumor  is  perceptible  in  the  breast,  but  cised  except  when  the  accumulation  of 
when  tbc  disease  has  been  of  lung  continu-  fseccs  has  become  excessive.     Hysterical 
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difficulty  of  deglatition,  which  is  some-  blanched,  the  skin  is  cool,  and  the  palse  is 

times  mistaken  for  stricture  of  the  oeso-  probably  small  and  quick,  and  weak.     If, 

phagus,  is  probably  an   aflfection  of  the  under  these  circumstances,  the  surgeon, 

same  kind ;  there  being  no  actual  spasm,  mistaking  the  nature  of  the  case,  conti- 

but  a  defective  action  of  the  voluntary  nnes  to  abstract  blood,  and  to  keep  the 

muscles,  by  means  of  which  deglutition  is  patient  on  a  low  diet,  all  these  symptoms 

performed.  become  aggravated ;  other  symptoms  of  a 

Symptoms  resembling  those  of  tetanus  more  decidedly  hysterical  character  show 
occasionally  occur  in  patients  who  are  themselves,  and  no  improvement  takes 
under  the  influence  of  hysteria  ;  sometimes  place  until  a  more  judicious  treatment  is 
assuming  the  form  of  trismus,  at  other  adopted.  In  another  case,  which  is  of  no 
times  that  of  opisthotonos.  A  case  of  locked  unfrequent  occurrence,  a  young  woman 
jaw,  cured  by  the  injection  of  oil  of  tur-  pricks  her  finger,  or  perhaps  the  finger  is 
pentine  into  the  rectum,  and  published  by  merely  pinched.  Soon  afterwards,  she 
Dr.  Phillips  (then  residing  at  Anduver),  complains  of  pain  extending  from  the  fin- 
in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Medico-Chi-  ger  upwards,  along  the  hand  and  fore  arm. 
rurgical  Transactions,  is  manifestly  one  of  This  probably  is  followed  by  a  convulsive 
this  description.  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  or  by  a 

In  a  great  number  of  instances,  local  continued  contraction  of  the  flexor  mns- 

hvstericflil  symptoms  appear  to  be  connect-  clcs  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  arm,  so 

eii  with  some  accidental  injury — generally  that  the  forearm  is  kept  permanently  bent; 

a  very  slight  one;  and  they  are  then  espe-  at  least  while  the  patient  is  awake,  for  the 

cially  liable  to  be  misunderstood,  and  mis-  spasm  is  generally  relaxed  during  sleep, 

taken   for  something  very  difierent  from  But  the  symptoms  which,  in  hysterical 

what  they  really  are.  patients,  arc  attributed  to  a  local  injuiy. 

For  example :  a  woman  is  bled  in  the  often  proceed  much  further  than  what  I 
arm.  She  complains,  perhaps,  of  severe  have  hitherto  described.  For  example:— 
pain  at  the  time ;  but  this  subsides,  and  A  young  lady,  eleven  or  twelve  years  of 
the  wound  heals,  as  under  ordinary  cir-  age,  pricked  the  fore-finger  of  oer  left 
cumstances.  Then  she  complains  of  pain  hand  with  the  point  of  a  pair  of  scis- 
again,  extending  down  the  forearm  to  the  sars.  This  was  immediately  followed  by 
hand,  up  the  arm  to  the  axilla  and  shouU  pain  in  the  course  of  the  median  nerve, 
der,  and  even  to  the  side  of  the  neck,  and  and  on  the  following  day  the  fore.arm 
sometimes  down  the  side  of  the  chest  also :  was  fixed  by  muscular  contraction,  at  a 
the  extent  and  degree  of  pain  varying  in  right  angle  with  the  arm.  After  a 
difierent  cases.  You  examine  the  cicatrix,  few  days,  all  the  muscles  of  the  hand 
but  can  discover  nothing  unusual  in  it;  and  forearm  were  afiected  with  violent 
but  the  patient  flinches  when  it  is  touched,  spasms,  producing  strange  convulsive 
She  very  commonly  complains  of  the  sur-  movements  of  the  hand  and  fore>ann. 
geon,  saying  that  she  was  badly  bled,  or  These  were  attended  with  sickness  and 
bled  with  a  blunt  lancet,  or  a  foul  lancet,  vomiting,  so  that  for  two  days,  whatever 
or  that  a  nerve  was  pricked  which  ought  not  was  received  into  the  stomach  was  imme- 
to  have  been  touched;  while  the  real  ori-  diately  rejected  from  it  By  degrees  the 
gin  of  her  symptoms  may  be  traced  to  the  other  limbs  became  affected  in  the  same 
peculiar  state  of  her  own  nervous  system,  manner,  and  it  was  impossible  for  the 
If  you  investigate  the  case  further,  you  patieut  to  walk,  or  even  to  stand.  Some- 
will  always  find  that  she  has  been  liable  times  the  diaphragm  was  affected  so 
to  various  nervous  symptoms  previous  to  as  almost  to  threaten  suffocation.  At 
those  which  are  attributed  to  her  being  other  times  the  jaw  was  closed  by  a  con- 
bled ;  and  when  these  last  disappear,  ner-  traction  of  the  masseter  muscle,  or  she 
yous  symptoms  of  some  other  kind  show  lay  in  a  state  of  opisthotonos.  Occasion, 
themselves.  ally  there  was  a  violent  pain  in  the  head. 

In  another  case,  the  patient  has  received  which  was  described  as  having  the  same 
a  blow  on  the  head.  In  order  to  avert  the  character  as  that  of  the  finger Vhich  had 
consequences  which  such  an  injury  may  been  pricked ;  and  these  symptoms  con- 
be  expected  to  produce,  she  is  bled  repeat-  tinned  (sometimes  one  order  of  them, 
edly,  takes  aperient  medicines,  and  is  kept  sometimes  another,  being  predominant) 
on  a  low  diet.  When  her  physical  powers  until  recovery  took  place  under  the  cir- 
are  thus  reduced,  she  complains  of  pain  in  cumstances  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
the  head  even  more  than  she  did  in  the  notice  hereafter. 

first  instance :  but  the  pain  is  of  a  different  With  a  view  to  the  further  illustration 

character,  and  is    usually  attended  with  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  shall  mention 

other  symptoms,  such  as  do  not  belong  to  another  case.    A  female  about  30  years  of 

inflammation.  Thus  she  has  a  sense  of  diz-  age  was  admitted  into  St  George's  Hos* 

ziness,  or  feeling  as  if  water  was  trickling  pitnl,  on  account  of  a  simple  fracture  of 

over  her  head.    Then  the  countenance  is  both  bones  of  the  fore-arm.    There  was 
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difficulty  of  deglutition,  which  is  some-  blanched,  the  skin  is  cool,  and  the  pulse  is 

times  mistaken  for  stricture  of  the  oeso-  probably  small  and  quick,  and  wes^L.     If, 

phagus,  is   probably  an   affection  of  the  under  these  circumstances,  the  surgeon, 

same  kind ;  there  being  no  actual  spasm,  mistaking  the  nature  of  the  case,  conti- 

but  a  defective  action  of  the  voluntary  nues  to  abstract  blood,  and  to  keep  the 

muscles,  by  means  of  which  deglutition  is  patient  on  a  low  diet,  all  these  symptoms 

performed.  become  aggrafated ;  other  symptoms  of  a 

Symptoms  resembling  those  of  tetanus  more  decidedly  hysterical  character  show 
occasionally  occur  in  patients  who  are  themselves,  and  no  improvement  takes 
under  the  influence  of  hysteria  ;  sometimes  place  until  a  more  judicious  treatment  is 
assuming  the  form  of  trismus,  at  other  adopted.  In  another  case,  which  is  of  no 
times  that  of  opisthotonos.  A  case  of  locked  unfrequent  occurrence,  a  young  woman 
jaw,  cured  by  the  injection  of  oil  of  tur-  pricks  her  finger,  or  perhaps  the  finger  is 
pentine  into  the  rectum,  and  published  by  merely  pinched.  Soon  afterwards,  she 
Dr.  Phillips  (then  residing  at  Andover),  complains  of  pain  extending  from  the  fin- 
in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Medico-Chi-  ger  upwards,  along  the  hand  and  fore  arm. 
rurgical  Transactions,  is  manifestly  one  of  This  probably  is  followed  by  a  convulsive 
this  description.  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  or  by  a 

In  a  great  number  of  instances,  local  continued  contraction  of  the  flexor  mus- 

hystericflil  symptoms  appear  to  be  connect-  clcs  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  arm,  so 

ed  with  some  accidental  injury — generally  that  the  forearm  is  kept  permanently  bent; 

a  very  slight  one ;  and  they  are  then  espe-  at  least  while  the  patient  is  awake,  for  the 

cially  liable  to  be  misunderstood,  and  mis-  spasm  is  generally  relaxed  durinff  sleep, 
taken  for  something  very  different  from        But  the  symptoms  which,  in  DTSterical 

what  they  really  are.  patients,  are  attributed  to  a  local  injuiy. 

For  example :  a  woman  is  bled  in  the  often  proceed  much  further  than  what  I 
arm.  She  complains,  perhaps,  of  severe  have  hitherto  described.  For  example:— 
pain  at  the  time ;  but  this  subsides,  and  A  young  lady,  eleven  or  twelve  years  of 
the  wound  heals,  as  under  ordinary  cir-  age,  pricked  the  fore-finger  of  oer  left 
cumstances.  Then  she  complains  of  pain  hand  with  the  point  of  a  pair  of  scis- 
again,  extending  down  the  forearm  to  the  sars.  This  was  immediately  followed  by 
hand,  up  the  arm  to  the  axilla  and  shoul-  pain  in  the  coarse  of  the  median  nerve, 
der,  and  even  to  the  side  of  the  neck,  and  and  on  the  following  day  the  fore-arm 
sometimes  down  the  side  of  the  chest  also :  was  fixed  by  muscular  contraction,  at  a 
the  extent  and  degree  of  pain  varying  in  right  angle  with  the  arm.  After  a 
different  cases.  You  examine  the  cicatrix,  few  days,  all  the  muscles  of  the  band 
but  can  discover  nothing  unusual  in  it;  and  forearm  were  affected  with  violent 
but  the  patient  flinches  when  it  is  touched,  spasms,  producing  strange  convulsive 
She  very  commonly  complains  of  the  sur-  movements  of  the  hand  and  fore-arm. 
geon,  saying  that  she  was  badly  bled,  or  These  were  attended  with  sickness  and 
bled  with  a  blunt  lancet,  or  a  foul  lancet,  vomiting,  so  that  for  two  days,  whatever 
or  that  a  nerve  was  pricked  whichoughtnot  was  received  into  the  stomach  was  imme- 
to  have  been  touched;  while  the  real  ori-  diately  rejected  from  it  By  deg^rees  the 
gin  of  her  symptoms  may  be  traced  to  the  other  limbs  became  affected  in  the  same 
peculiar  state  of  her  own  nervous  system,  manner,  and  it  was  impossible  for  the 
If  you  investigate  the  case  further,  you  patient  to  walk,  or  even  to  stand.  Some- 
will  always  find  that  she  has  been  liable  times  the  diaphragm  was  affected  so 
to  various  nervous  symptoms  previous  to  as  almost  to  threaten  suffocation.  At 
those  which  are  attributed  to  her  being  other  times  the  jaw  was  closed  by  a  non- 
bled;  and  when  these  last  disappear,  ner-  traction  of  the  masscter  muscle,  or  she 
Tous  symptoms  of  some  other  kind  show  lay  in  a  state  of  opisthotonos.  Occasion- 
themselves.  ally  there  was  a  violent  pain  in  the  head. 

In  another  case,  the  patient  has  received  which  was  described  as  having  the  same 
a  blow  on  the  head.  In  order  to  avert  the  character  as  that  of  the  fingerVhich  had 
consequences  which  such  an  injury  may  been  pricked ;  and  these  symptoms  con- 
be  expected  to  produce,  she  is  bled  repeat-  tinned  (sometimes  one  order  of  them, 
edly,  takes  aperient  medicines,  and  is  kept  sometimes  another,  being  predominant) 
on  a  low  diet.  When  her  physical  powers  until  recovery  took  place  under  the  cir- 
are  thus  reduced,  she  complains  of  pain  in  cumstances  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
the  head  even  more  than  she  did  in  the  notice  hereafter. 

first  instance :  but  the  pain  is  of  a  diff*erent         With  a  view  to  the  further  illustration 

character,  and  is    usually  attended   with  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  shall  mention 

other  symptoms,  such  as  do  not  belong  to  another  case.    A  female  about  30  years  of 

inflammation.  Thus  she  has  a  sense  of  diz-  age  was  admitted  into  St  George's  Hos- 

ziness,  or  feeling  as  if  water  was  trickling  pital,  on  account  of  a  simple  fracture  of 

over  her  head.    Then  the  countenance  i,s  both  bones  of  the  fore-arm.    There  was 
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■otbing^  nnnsual  in  the  fracture,  bat  she  racteristic    appearance,    the    skin    beiug^^ 

complained  of  an  extreme  degree  of  pain  smooth  and  shining,  and  appearing  to  ad. 

in  the  injured  part.     By  degrees  the  pain  here  more  closely  than  is  usual  to  the  parts 

extended  up  the  arm  to  the  axilla  ;  then  beneath.    This  state  of  things  may  conti- 

to  the  same  side  of  the  neck  and  head,  nue  for  three  months,  for  six  months,  or 

The  smallest  motion  of  the  limb,  even  the  even  for  one  or  two  years;  the  symptoms 

lifting   the  fore-arm    off   the    pillow  on  then  gradually  subsiding,  without  leading 

which  it  lay,  occasioned  violent  pain,  and  to  any  further  ill  consequences.    The  re- 

coDTulsive  agitation  of  the  limb,  which  suit,  however,  is  not  always  so  fortunate. 

were  soon   followed  by  what  might   be  I  attended  a  lady  who  laboured  under  the 

termed  a  state  of  hysterical  syncope,  in  symptoms  which   I  have  just  described, 

which  the  patient  lay  apparently  insensi*  with  the  late  Dr.  Luke.    Sne  left  London 

ble  to  external  impressions  for  several  mi-  on  a  visit  to  the  continent,  without  any 

nates.    The  fracture  united  as  under  ordi-  amendment  having  taken  place.     I  saw 

Dary    circumstances ;    but    the    nervous  her  agaiu  after  the  lapse  of  four  or  five 

symptoms  continued  for  many  weeks,  then  years:  the  muscles  of  the  forearm  were 

subsidinff  gradually.    It  is  worthy  of  no.  at  this  time  wasted  and  paralytic;  the 

lice  (and  this  circumstance  confirms  the  whole  hand  was  shrivelled  and  useless; 

opinion,  that  symptoms  of  this  kind  be-  the  fingers  permanently  contracted  towards 

long  more  to  the  constitution  than  to  the  the  palm  of  the  hand  ;  the  nails  thin  and 

actual  injury),  that  about  two  years  before  scabrous, 
the  occurrence  of  this  last  accident,  this 

individual  had  met  with  a  slight  injury  of  I  shall  conclude  the  present  lecture  by 

the  ankle,  for  which  she  was  attended  by  a  brief  notice  of  some  cases,  which  will 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Piccadilly;  and  that  a  train  serve  to  illustrate  further  the  variety  of 

of  nenroos  symptoms  at  that  time  super-  singular  local  symptoms  which  may  arise 

Tened,  nearly  similar  to  those  with  which  as  a  consequence  of  hysteria,  and  which 

slie  was  afterwards  affected  in  the  hospital,  may  fall  under  your  observation  as  prac- 

It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  on  both  titioners  in  surgery, 

occasions  she  had  occasionally  a  spitting  I  was  consulted  concerning  a  young 

of  blood,  probably  furnished  by  the  mu-  lady,  IS  years  of  age,  under  the  following 

cons  membrane  of  the  pharynx  or  trachea,  circumstances.    She  was  liable  to  fits  of 

as  there  was  no  reason  either  at  the  time,  incessant  sneezing,  attended  with  a  most 

or  afterwards,  to  suspect  the  existence  of  abundant  flow  of  watery  fluid  from  the 

disease  in  the  lungs.  nostrils..  This  sometimes  alternated  with 

I  have  seen  several  cases  of  a  singular  a  nervous  cough ;  while  at  other  times 

affection  of  the  hand  and  wrist,  which  ma-  she  suffered  from  that  sensation  in  the 

nifestly  belongs  to  the  class  of  cases  of  throat  which  is  usually  described  under 

which  we  are  now  treating.    It  occurs  in  the  name  of  globut  hfstericiu.    Not  unfre- 

females  who  have  a  disposition  to  hysteria,  quently  she  was  affected  with  ordinary 

especially  in  those  who  have  suffer^  from  paroxysms  of  hysteria.     She  had  a  feeble 

mental  anxiety  and  over-exertion,  and  is  circulation,  and  cold  hands  and  feet,  and 

usually,  but  not  constantly,  referred  to  a  her  menstruation  was  irregular  and  defi. 

sprain, or  some  other  slight  accident.  The  cient;  in  other  respects  die  was  in  good 

patient  complains  of  pain  in  the  back  of  health.    There  was  no  evident  disease  in 

the  hand  and  wrist,  trifling  at  first,  but  the  nostrils. 

rradually  becoming  more  severe.  In  many  A  married  lady,  37  years  of  age,  was 
instances,  after  some  time  has  elapsed,  affected  with  similar  fits  of  sneezing,  at. 
there  is  a  diffused  swelling  of  the  soft  tended  also  with  a  copious  watery  dis- 
parts, extending  a  short  distance  up  the  charge  from  the  nostrils.  These  symptoms 
lower  extremity  of  the  fore- arm ;  and  attacked  her  once  in  a  week,  and  in  each 
downwards  as  low  as  the  fingers.  This  of  these  attacks  she  sneezed  not  less  than 
swelling  is  not  attended  with  redness  of  one  hundred  times;  the  watery  fluid  drop- 
the  skin;  and  bavins  lasted  for  a  few  ing  ft-om  the  nostrils  so  as  to  wet  a  pocket- 
weeks,  it  subsides,  while  the  pain  remains,  handkerchief  completely  through.  About 
constant  in  its  character,  aggravated  by  the  same  time  she  began  to  experience  a 
every  motion  of  the  limb,  and  always  more  disagreeable  sensation  in  the  face  and  pa- 
severe  in  proportion  as  the  patient's  atten-  late,  not  amounting  to  pain,  but  which 
tion  is  in  a  greater  degree  directed  to  it.  she  described  to  be  such  as  might  be  pro- 
To  prevent  the  motion,  which  she  so  much  duced  by  a  worm  creeping  in  her  flesh, 
dreads,  the  patient  keeps  her  hand  in  one  These  latter  symptoms  gradually  became 
position,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  more  distressing,  while  the  fits  of  sneez. 
joints  become  comparatively  stiff,  the  ing  became  less  frequent.  At  the  time  of 
hand  at  the  same  time  having  a  very  cha-  my  being  consulted,  three  years  after  the 


part  of  a  paper  was  read,  en- 
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commencement  of  the  disease,  the  fits  of  ceased  to  now.  He  is  distinguished  from 
sneezing  did  not  occur  oftener  than  once  individuals  of  his  own  height  by  his  colti- 
in  a  month,  but  she  complained  of  an  rated  mind,  and  his  excellent  proportions, 
aching  pain,  with  a  sense  of  pulsation,  in  He  speaks  five  languages — the  Croatian, 
the  roof  of  the  mouth,  the  teeth,  and  Illyrian,  German,  French,  and  Italian, 
tongue,  occurring  chiefly  during  the  night.  He  is,  moreover,  accomplished :  plays  the 
and  being  then  very  severe.  There  were  violin  very  well,  is  fond  of  being  on  horse- 
no  perceptible  marks  either  of  inflamma-  back,  and  is  a  good  sportsman. — Journal 
tion,  or  of  other  disease,  in  the  parts  to  Hebdomadaire, 

which  the  pain  was  referred.  ...^_^___^_____^__^____^^__ 

An  unmarried  lady,  32  years  of  age,  ----------- -————^ 

consulted  me  on  account  of  her  being  lia-  ROYAL  MEDICAL   AND    CHIRUR- 

hie  to  some  very  distressing  paroxysms,  in  ^j^^j^  SOCIETY. 

which  she  experienced  a  dilBculty  of  re-  v.*x^«*j  K>^^M.^i  *. 

spiration,  attended  with  a  sense  of  con-  Mr.  Earle,  the  President  of  the 

striction  of  the  chest,  and  great  general  Societt,  in  the  Chair. 

excitement   and    agitation.      These    pa-  ^_ 

roxysms  often  continued  for  ten  or  fifteen  rr   ^  tt    *  ^    a-         #.u         •a^.u- 

minutes,  recurring  at  irregular  intervals;  Zl^Jj^l  Tr^^^u'^^  ?®  fS**^  ^J"  '^I 

sometimes  without    any  evident    cause  Jon  was  held  on  the  8th  of  November,  at 

while  at  other  times  they  might  he  traced  ^fV^"?^.*  eight  o'dock  p.m.,  m  the  So- 

to  some  sudden  emotion  of  the  mind.     So  ^^^  «  ^°°««'  ^'  Bemers. street,  Oxford- 

far  the  case  did  not  diflTer  from  many  other  •  ^®^                                    #.  ..     r^  ., 

cases  of  hysteria;  but  the  peculiarity  of  it,  .  ^  considerable  number  of  the  Fellows, 

and  the  circumstance  which  led  to  iy  be-  ^  ^^^^  "  many  visitors,  attended,  and 

ing  consulted,  was  as  follows  :-Ther;  was  r"^*^"?    presente    of   books  were    an- 

a  particular  spot,  near  the  ensiform  carti-  °^^?^^^^  the  m^Ung. 

lage,  which  she  believed  to  \fe  in  some  ^J\^  ^"^  ^^^  «^  *  ^« 

way  or  another  connected  with  her  com-  **  ' 

plaint.     Nothing  could  be  discovered  in  <<  Necntrt;    being  an   Experimental    Inquiry 

this  part  different  from  what  is  usual,  by  into  the  Agency  oMcribed  to  the  Abwrbenu  in 

the    most    strict    examination;   but  the  the  removal  of  the  Sequestrum,*' hyGBOttoE 

pressure  of  the  finger  on  it  nerer  failed  to  Gulliver,  Esq.,  Assistant- Surgeon  to 

induce  one  of  the  paroxysms  which  I  have  the  Forces. 

just  described.      When  these  paroxysms  it    was  communicated  by  Sir  James 

were  most  severe,  they  were  always  at-  Macgrigor  Bart, 

tended  with  an  abundant  flow  of  limpid  d   e    9 

urine.    These  symptoms  had  existed  in  a  The  object  of  this  paper  was  to  deter- 
greatcr  or  less  degree  for  ten   or  twelve  mine  what  becomes  or  Uie  dead  bone  jn 
years,  and  had  supervened  on  a  state  of  necrosis,  and   by  what  means  it  is  re- 
exhaustion  occasioned  by  an  attack   of  placed.    The  first  part  of  the  paper  only 
typhus  fever.  was  communicated  to  the  society,  and  this 
A  young  married  lady,  who  was  liable  was  confined  to  the  question-— **  whether 
to  ordinary  attacks  of  hysteria,  complained  ^eti^  bone  admits  of  removal  by  absorp. 
of  a  tender  spot  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  tion ;"  —  the  consideration  of  the  other 
abdomen,  a  little  below  the  ensiform  car-  means  by  which  it  may  be  discharged  was 
tilage.   The  slightest  pressure  of  the  finger  reserved  for  a  future  communication, 
on  it  caused  excessive  pain,  and  was  fol-  The    opinions  of   the  author,  derived 
lowed  by  violent  agitation  of  the  whole  from  preparations  contained  in  the  mu- 
person,  bearing  a  more  near  resemblance  seams  of  anatomy  and  pathology,  from 
to  the  convulsive  motions  of  chorea  than  to  cases,  ^nd  from  experiments,  went  to  show 
any  thing  else,  and  continuing  for  several  that  the  absorbents  have  no  power  in  re- 
minutes,  moving  dead  bone;    and  that  the  facts 
which  nave  <been  brought  forward  in  sup- 
port of  a  contrary  opinion  may  be  other- 
AN  ILLYRIAN  DWARF.  wise    accounted    for.      These  facts  were 

shortlv    enumerated    in    the  paper  a»-<> 

There  is  at  present  in  Paris  a  dwarf  Ist,  Ae  gradual  disappearance  of  the  se- 

aged  22  years,  and  not  three  feet  high,  questrum    in    many    cases     of     alleged 

His  name  is  Matthias  Gulia.     He  was  necrosis;   2d,    the  irregular  and  eroded 

born  in  Illyria,  not  far  from  Trieste,  of  state  of  the  dead  portion ;   3d,  the  contact 

parents  of  good  size  and  shape.    Gulia  of  granulations  with  the  indentations  on 

exhibited  noUiing  anomalous  in  his  forma-  its  surface;    4th,    the  absorption  of  the 

tion  till  he  was  five  years  of  age,  when  .he  fang  of  a  transplanted  tooth ;   and,  6tli, 
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ortioiui  of  dead  bone  have  dimi-  little  abofe  the  point  where  the  epigastric 

}d  in  weight  fXter  having  been  kept  and  circumflexa  ilii  arteries  are  given  off. 

itact  with   the  granuUtions  of  an  Amassoffibro-cellular  substance  occupied 

the  situation  of  the  common  origin  of  the 

author,  in  taking  a  review  of  these  profunda  and  external  circumflex  arteries, 

isserts,  with  respect  to  the  alleged  which,  though  obliterated,  could  be  dis- 

earance    of   the    sequestrum,   that  tinctly  traced  to  the  femoral,  which  was 

ases  have  been  described  as  necrosis  pervious  in  its  whole  extent.    The  colla- 

in    reality    have    been    thickened  teral  circulation  had  obviously  been  car- 

the  result  of  long-continued  in-  ried  on  by  the  ramifications  of  the  internal 

ation,  in  somp  of  which  small  frag-  iliac,  as  follows: — 

of  dead  bone  have  been  detached  1.  The  ilio-lumbar  anastomosing  with 

their  interior;   that  the  deposition  the  circumflexa  ilii  and  the  external 

'  bone  around  the  old  is  not  an  ab-  circumflex. 

proof  of  the  death  of  the  latter;  2.  The  obturator  with   the  epigastric 

lat  he  has  observed  several  cases  in  and  internal  circumflex. 

pieces  of  dead  bone  have  remain-  3.  The  gluteal  with  the  external  cir- 

r  months   in   contact  with   living  cnmflex. 

unaltered  in  form,  size,  and  weight.  4.  The  ischiatic  with  the  perforating 

irorm-eaten  appearance  on  the  sur-  branches  of  the  profunda. 

f  many  sequestra,  he  refers  to  the  5.  The  internal  pudendal  with  branches 

and  separation  of  the  bone,  and  of  the  internal  circumflex, 

attributes  to  the  effect  of  the  nice-  All  these  arteries  were  larger  than  na- 

process  while  the  part  retained  its  tural. 

y,   than  to  the  action  of  the  ab-  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  Presi- 

its  after  its  death.  Bent  announced  that  in  future  no  papers 

>  aspect  and  situation  of  the  granula-  could  be  published  in  the  volumes  of  the 

with    respect    to    the    sequestrum  Transactions,  unless  they  had  been  pre- 

ieves  to  depend  in  some  cases  upon  viously  read  before  a  meeting  of  the  society, 

(tension  of  ikfi  ossific  process  into  At  the  next  meeting,  a  paper  will  be 

and  in  others  upon  the  work  of  ex-  read  on  "  Atrophy  of  Bone,"  by  Mr.  B. 

on.    The  disappearance  of  the  fang  Curling. 

transplanted  tooth  seems,  in  the  au-  ^ 

opinion,  to  indicate  that  it  preserved  — ^— 

ft'/lh^law^^rthf  ufl^g'bVof  PROCEEDINGS  ,n  CAMBERWELL. 

I  it  formed  a  part  poor  law  medical  club. 

,  Gulliver  relates,  m  his  communica-  

five  cases  and  no  less  than  sixteen 

iments  to  show  that  dead  bone,  when  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

n  contact  with  ulcers — when  buried 

e  soft  parts  of  the  body— or  when  "And  ihall  we  own  such  judgment?  no;  a«  soon 

1  <.:*Ka.V.»  *k»  .».r„^»  ^.  in  «iiA  in*«  Seek  roses  in  December,  ice  in  Jaue, 

i  either  on  the  surface  or  in  the  mte-  ^^^.^  constancy  in  wind,  or  corn  in  chaff,     . 

f  living  bone— undergoes  no  change  Believe  a  woman,  or  an  epitaph, 

se,  weight,  or  appearance.     In  con-  Or  any  other  tiling  tbatV  false,  before 

.n,  the  author  repeats  his  belief  that  ^ou  trust  in  critics,  who  themselves  are  sore." 

Morbents  are  not  the  means  by  which  Sir, 

don  of  dead  bone,  or  the  sequestrum  p^sg,^^  over  any  attempt  to   convince 

«8  of  necrosis,  is  removed.  y^^^  constant  correspondent,  Mr.  Crisp, 

igature  of  the  Erternal  Iliac  Artery,  that  Messrs.  Flower  and  Young  are  neither 

*          "^                    ^                 "^  of  them  Dutchmen,  I  shall  make  a  few 

e  next  communication  read   to  the  observations  on  the  conduct  of  those  gen- 

;y  was  the  sequel  of  a  case,  related  at  tiemen  who  came,  some  like  the  wise  men 

95,  in  the  10th  volume  of  the  Med.  from  the  east,  others  from  the  west,  the 

Chir.  Trans.,  in  which  the  external  north,  and  the  south,  to  bestow  upon  the 

artery  was  tied  by  George  Norman,  practitioners  of  Camberwell  terms  of  the 

of  Bath.    The  subject  of  this  history  most  "enlightening  character;"   and  so 

twenty  years  after    the    operation,  delighted  were  they  with  the  success  of 

ig  continued    free  from  ancurismal  their  mission,  that  I  believe  it  has  since 

le  up  to  the  period  of  his  deatli.   The  been  celebrated  "  where  sit,  Involved  and 

was  injected  from  the  lower  part  of  lost  in  curling  clouds  of  ludian  fume,  all 

torta,  and  the  wax  ran  freely  even  loud  alike,  all  learned,  and  all  wise,"  some 

:he  minute  vessels  of  the  foot.    It  was  of  those  persons  whose  sweet  voices  made 

I  on  dissection  that  the  external  iliac  the   room  at  Camberwell  echo  with  the 

f  was  obliterated  from  its  origin  to  a  melodious  notes  of  black  sheep,  &c.  &c. 
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Being  present  At  this  first  meeting,  and  scene;  and  as  we  gaze  in  mute  astonish- 

witnessing  what  I  am  not  singular  in  call-  ment  upon   the  roottlcy  group,  we  may 

ing  **  din  and  confusion,"  and  which  Mr.  well  exclaim,  "  Pity  that  all  these  should 

Crisp,  although  not  present,  did  not  on  be  defied  to  pro?e  the  charge  of  **  concert- 

that  account  refrain  from  giving  his  ac-  ing" !     Yes ;  but  methinks  I  already  hear 

count  of  it,  I  do  not  see  why  I  should  some  one  assert,^Ii  is  easy  for  us  to  get 

not  give  an  account  of  the  second,  seeing  through  all  our  difficulties;  try  first  tlie 

all  those  with  whom  I  have  conversed  upon  scheme  that  has  silenced  all  who  have  yet 

the  subject,  holding  different  opinions  on  ventured  to  oppose  us:  you  have  only  to 

the  formation  of  a  Medical  Club,  and  who  put  on  the  '*  assertion  and  misstatement 

were  present  upon  the  occasion,  were  una-  extinguisher;  and  in  case  that  fail,  try  the 

nimous  in  describing  it  as  the  most  dis-  Dutch  mode  of  recapitulating  the  argu- 

graceful  scene  they  had  ever  witnessed,  ments"!     I  put  it  to  any  candid  mind  to 

One  gentleman  told  me  that  if  I  com-  say,  whether  Mr.  Crisp,  in  what  he  calls 

plained  of  such  terms  as  '<  black  sheep,  the  recapitulation  of  my  arguments,  has 

not  upholding  the  honour  and  dignity  of  not "  mapped  them  out  in  such  a  way  as 

the  profession,"  it  was  positive  politeness  to  suit  his  own  purpose."    Mr.  C.  states 

compared  with  some  of  the  terms  made  that  the  very  basis  of  the  system  is  unsta- 

use  of  at  the  last  most  triumphant  meet-  ble  and  rotten ;  for  it  is  founded  in  an 

ing.    Another,  who  was  not  favourable  to  untruth — that  the  members  are  told  they 

the  Club,  declared  he  was  so  disgusted  will  become  independent,  when,  in  fact, 

with  the  proceedings  as  to  leave  the  room  they  are  in  a  state  of  dependence;   and 

with  a  full  determination  never  to  attend  that  the  great  evil  of  the  scheme  is — that 

another  medical  meeting.    A  third  gentle-  it  holds  up  a  bait  for  the  upright  man  to 

man  stated  that  "thieves, traitors,robbers,"  leave  the  path  of  honesty.  &c.;  and  yet 

and  other  such  like  terms,  were  used;  and  with  wonderful  sagacitv  aamits— that  the 

at  length,  fearing  that  the  parties  who  plan  may  be  practicable  in  a  coal  mine ! 

talked  of  shedding  the  last  drop  of  blood  I  think  it  requires  but  little  aivument  to 

in  the  cause  would  suit  the  action  to  the  show  that,  according  to  this  doctrine  of 

word,  thought  it  better  not  to  wait  the  independence,  we  are  all  living  in  a  state 

**  tug  of  war,"  but  act  on  Falstafi^s  maxim  of  dependence^  fVom  the  king  down  to  the 

-—deeming  discretion  the  better  part  of  lowest  subject. 

valour:  and  he  also  left     I  could  give        I  stated,  as  he  will  see,  if  he  will  take 

their  names,  but  as  they  said  they  were  the  trouble  to  read  my  letter  over,  that 

heartily  *'  sick  of  physic,"  they  begged  to  there  were  a  numerous  class  of  profes- 

be  excused.     Had    there    been    nothing  sional  men  who  considered  it  no  degrada- 

roorc  than  the  parties  on  each  side  stating  tion  —  no  dishonour — to  the  professicmal 

their  opinions  on  the  question,  without  character,  to  lend  their  assistance  in  raising 

imputing  motives  and  offering   personal  the  moral  condition  of  the  poor,  by  che- 

insults  by  wholesale,  I  should  never  have  rishing  that  feeling  of  independence,  &c. 

put  my  pen  to  paper  on  this  subject ;  and  This  is  widely  different  from  stating  this 

it  is  to  such  conduct  as  this  I  apply  the  system  will  raise  the  moral  condition  of 

tcrm'^g^ss  abuse:"  I  think  it  quite  un-  the  poor,  and  make  them  independent  in 

necessary  to  waste  words  about  posting  Mr.  Crisp's  sense  of  the  word.    I  again 

the  names,  aAer  seeing  them  published  in  assert,  that  we  cherish  a  spirit  of  indepen- 

the  following  week's  Gazette.  I  am  aware  dence  when  we  place  the  poor  in  such  a 

that  verbal  statements  are  not  considered  position  as  enables  them  (by  our  accepting 

so  authentic  as  written ;  I  therefore  quote  a  small  sum  suited  to  their  circumstances) 

the  imputation  of  ''  concerting  measures  to  obtain  our  assistance  without  being  de- 

to  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  ing  deterred  by  a  fear  of  incurring  to  them 

poorer  class  of  surgeons,"  as  applied  to  embarrassing    pecuniary  liabilities;    and 

'<  Forbes,  Bean,  Brown,  and  Flower:"  and  small,  indeed,  must  be  bis  experience  of 

as  defiance  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the  the  feeling  of  which  I  speak,  who  supposes 

day,  I  defy  either  Mr.  Crisp,  or  Mr.  Bowen,  I  mean  by  independence  *<  riding  in  an 

or  those  other  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  elegant  chariot,  receiving  hia  guineas,"  &c. 

thrown  off"  the  mask— who  have  not  yet  I  envy  not  the  feelings  of  any  man  who 

come  out  from  their  hiding  places— and  can  come  to  this  question  wresting  words 

who  have  taken  far  more  pains  than  Mr.  from  their  legitimate  meaning,  or  arraying 

Crisp  to  ascertain  whether  Messrs.  Flower  himself  in  the  flimsy  mantle  of  the  wran- 

and  Young  pay  a  rate  for  a  Camberwell  gling  logician.    The  independence,  sir,  of 

gas-light,  or  are  one  foot  removed  out  of  which  I  speak  is  that  of  the  spirit  which 

Caml^rwell  parish !  and  I  doubt  not  but  those  who  harbour  in  their  own  breasts 

as  the  masks  fall  from  their  faces,  and  they  would  gladly  see  diff'used  around  them  :  it 

come  out  from  the  Holland  Street  Dutch-  is  a  spirit  which,  retaining  a  rational  dc- 

man,  we  shall  recognize  faces  darker  and  sire  to  perform  the  relative  duties  of  life, 

longer  than  any  that  yet  figure  on  the  would  yet  scorn  to  receive  that  as  a  dc- 
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ffraded  paaper  which  is  placed  within  his  few;  probahlv  by  such  means  insuring  an 

reach  as  a  positive  right.    Yes ;  I  would  amount  equal  to  that  which  many  practi- 

cheriah  this  feeling  even  at  the  risk  of  being  tioncrs  are  now  receiving  for  attendance 

occasionallyoferrcachedbythecunningand  on  the  various  metropolitan  institutions. 

dUhonest;  and  as  to  not  being  able  to  com-  I    am    accused  of   placing  the    highest 

pel  the  latter  class  to  pay  towards  the  Club,  grounds  in  the  foreground,  and  snspeclmg 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  club  is  not  better  thegracdsecretofnon  remuneration  would 

without  than  with  them;  at  all  events,  if  be  found  concealed  under  the  mask  of  the 

it  be  an  evil,  it  is  one  that  if  left  to  itself  zeal  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 

will  work  ito  own  cure:    it  will  at  any  profession.     I  placed  before  them  in  the 

rate  prevent  the  dishonest  man  wearing  prominent  part  of  the  picture  the  gist  of 

the  mask  of  the  honest;  and  if  without  the  qucsUon  on  their  side  of  the  argument, 

his  mask  he  cheate  the  profession,  it  will  and  then,  as  if  touched  by  the  magician's 

be  their  own  faults:  and  as  to  the  objec-  wand,  the  mask  suddenly  fell  off,  and  pre. 

lion  of  the  higher  grades  adopting  it,  «  I  sented  in  large  and  flanamg  characters  this 

said  under  judicious  limitations,"  by  which  motto :-«  A  less  sura  than  the  village  far- 

I  meant  to  be  understood,  the  exclusion  of  rier.  would  expect  for  physicking  his  pig." 

abases.    It  is  not  a  fair  mode  of  argument  Not  having  instituted  any  comparison  bc- 

to  brinir  airainst  the  usefulness  of  this  or  tween  young  gentlemen  (who  either  have 

any  othermeasure,  the  abuses  to  which  it  or  have  not  attended  lectures)  with  the 

may  be  liable  in  common  with  everything  parish  midwife.  I  feel  it  unnecessary  to 

else  that  is  good  and  beneficial  to  man-  enter  on  that  subject 
kind :  if  such  a  mode  of  argument  be  per-  «i  q  ^^  .ome  power  the  giftle  gle  us 

mitted,  will  any  of  the  noble  institutions  To  see  ounels  as  others  see  us  I 

which  h.T.  for  age.  been  ^e  P~i«e  «n<J  "  -^  ""jS-'C^i'^^S^J^"  "' 

admiration  of  the  wisest  and  the  best  of 

men,  bear  the  test  of  this  method  of  attack  ?  That  each  individual  has  a  right  to  form 

Independent,  indeed,  as  they  are  called,  ^nd  enjoy  his  own  opinion  I  readily  ad- 

they  are  still,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  n,it;  but  to  impute  unworthy  motives  to 

Mr.  Crisp,  based  on  a  rotten  and  unstable  others  —  to  descend  to  low  and  vulgar 

system,  founded  on  the  "  untruth"  that  terms  of  abuse — or  to  palm  individual 

while  ihey  are  independent,  thev  are  yet  opinions  on  the  public  as  the  sense  of  the 

in  a  state  of  dependence.    Equally  absurd  profession,  this  I  utterly  deny :  it  was  dis- 

is  it  to  suppose  that  a  system  founded  for  |rust  with  such  conduct  that  ^rew  forth  my 

the  express  purpose  of  preventing  the  poor  first  letter.    Attached  as  I  feel  to  the  pro- 

mfln     ■inlrinor     intn    absolute     naUDCrism.  fpasinn  nf  mv  r>linir»A.  atiH   ipAlmis  nfall  iln 


toe  patn  is  or  no  use ;  so  tnai  me  oaii  is  ject  been  fully,  fairly,  and  rationally  dis. 

qnite  superfluous,  as  no  wise  man  thinks  cussed.    It,  however,  affords  me  satisfac 

of  fishing  in  a  pond  where  he  knows  there  tion  to  find  so  many  of  my  professiona. 

are  no  fish.    I  did  not  state  that  the  me*  neighbours  have  come  to  the  same  conclu^ 

dical  practitioners  in  his  neighbourhood  aion  as  myself.    I  presume  not  to  say  tha 

were  in  the  habit  of  sending  in  ruinous  I  am  right  in  the  estimate  I  have  formed 

bills  to  the  poor;  so  that  the  tone  of  de-  of  the  worth  of  this  system ;  but  inasmuch 

fiance,  like  the  bait,  is  quite  superfluous :  as  the  advantages  of  theoretical  data  are 

I  did  not  offer  to  bring  forward  any  invi.  far  outweighed  by  the  possession  of  prac- 

dioos  distinctions  of  those  ruined  by  pay-  tical  realities,  and    jramered    experience 

ingalong  bill;  and  when  I  statea  that  availeth  more  for  useful  purposes  than  the 

the  advantages  of  medical  clubs  offered  Uiick  darkness  of  gainless  uncertainty,  I 

the  poor  the  option  of  selecting  their  own  trust,  with  so  many  in  its  favour,  it  will 

medical  attendant,  I  was  not  such  a  Dutch-  not  be  condemned,  or  rather  I  should  say 

man  as  to  think  I  spoke  of  a  shadow :  I  abandoned,  without  being  put  upon  its 

took  for  granted  their  formation.  trial. 

And  now,  sir,  a  few  words  on  the  de-        Were  this,  indeed,  a  question  involving 

gradation  implied  in  the  swinish  simile  of  any  "  professional  rights," — ^something  be- 

pbysiddng  a  pig,  which  has  no  legitimate  yond  the  mere  breiuLing  a  fly  upon  the 

bearing  on    the    subject;    the  contested  wheel,  or  impaling  a  beetle, — 1  trust  I  feel 

principle  not  applying  to  individual  six-  I  ^ould  be  found  in  the  vanguard  of  the 

peaces  or  shillings,  but  mainly  to  the  ag-  onslaught ;  but  to  wage  a  puny  warfare 

gregate;  Uie  many  constantly  making  up  with  ''emaciated  want,"— to  gnarl  over  a 

a  pone  to  defray  the  exigencies  of  the  fleshless  skeleton,— or  to  make  keen  a 
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weapon    against  a  keener  niiserv,  is  to  respectable  classes  of  the  profession,  with 

achieve  such  honour  as  my  humble  ambi.  many  of  whom,  in  different  parts  of  the 

tion  descrieth  not  even  from  afar,  and  for  country,'  as  well  as  in  the  metropolis,  I 

which  I  have  neither  aim  nor  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  being  personally  ac- 

imitate;  and  although  this  system  comes  quainted. 

recommended  by  the  Poor  Law  subordi-  To  several  who  were  at  the  Camberwell 

nates,  why  are  we    to  be  frighted  from  meeting  it  must  have  appeared  exceed- 

our  propriety  to  espy  the  mountain  in  the  ingly  strange  to  hare  witnessed  the  recep- 

molebill,  or  with  the  distemptered  ima-  tion  given  me  by  Mr.  Crisp  and  a  few 

gination  of  the  monomaniac,  to  conjure  others  who   are  non-residents  in  Camber, 

up  more  devils  than  vast  hell  can  hold,  well ;  and  stranger  still  to  have  read  the 

even  in  the  fleshy  form  of  Poor- Law  Com-  veritable  account  transmitted  to  the  Lancet, 

missioners  ?  that  the  "  honour  of  the  pr<fession  had  been 

«Tigri«agitr«bldicumt!rr1depacem  f.   opportunely   and  spiritedly   redeemed^'  on 

Perpetnam,  ssevis  Inter  se  coovenlt  ursls/*  that  occasion. 

-,   ^     ,  .,  ,                 J    ^  *!.                          J  If  it  is  ti  **  redemption  of  honour**  to  have 

But  whilst  possessed  of  the  m€«s  sana,  and  ^course  to  «  invectives,  personalities,  and 

enjoying  the  blessing  of  sober  conscious-  misrepresentations,"  we  are  certainly  ar- 

ness,  I  hope  to  see  things  as  they  really  ^ved  at  a  new  era  of  the  profession,  and 

are,  and  not  through  the  medium  of  an  ^^.^  henceforward  consider  those  prin- 

affrighted  or  distorted  imaginmtHm.  Ih^  ^^^^   aAfocated    by   Percival,  Gregory, 

to  crave  your  mdoi^Me  fi-r  a*  m»  after  ;;^ther  writenr  oiJ  m^dkal  ethics,  a?  the 

taking  my  lc«M^  •^  intruding  on  the  ^  theories  of  bewildered  imaginations, 

g*°S!r^^i^/'"T^  %K  ""^  "?^  '  ♦'"^  ^?  glittering,  like  igues  fatui,  wit?  delusive 

Ipraitenred,  either  by  the  misstatement  fj  ^t,    to    lead   their  followers  into  the 

CTtinguisher,  or  Ibe  Dutch  mode  of  reca-  J,  1,3  ^j  ^^^  and  confusion,  and  not  as 

nitulation,  I  am  induced  to  appear  again  fhe  result  of  experience,  reasoi,  and  strict 

before  you  to  offer  thus  much  in  explana-  propriety  of  moral  conduct. 

^^°-  In  his  letter  of  the  22d  ult.,  Mr.  Crisp 

**  What  right,  what  true,  what  fit,  we  JasUy  call,  has  commenced  in  so  emboldened  a  strain, 

Let  this  )»c  all  my  care— for  this  is  all."  that,  with  the  determination  of  carrying 

J.  S.  Flower.  every  thing  before  him,  **he  trusts  you 

Camberwell  Green,  ^iH  give  insertion  to  all  h's  statements,  as 

Not.  1, 1886.  he   is  prepared  to  prove  the'r  correctness,^* 

Had  all  his  statements  been  correct,  they 

would  unquestionably  reflect  a  vast  deal 

CAMBERWELL  PROJECTED  CLUB,  of  professional  honour  upon  him  in  giving 

them  publicity.    But  with  the  view  of  un- 

MR.  HtLBERT's  REJOINDER.  deceiving  thosc  who  may  have  read  his 

statements,  more  than  with  the  intention  of 

justifying  myself,  I  now  address  you,  in 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  order  to  give  an  explanation  of  the  very 

correct  accounts  which  he  has  brought  for- 

SiR»  ward. 

When  I  last  addressed  yon,  I  had  not  in-  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Crisp  observes, 

tended  continuing  a  controversy  relative  that  at  the  Camberwell  meeting  I  had 

to  the  late  occurrences  at  the  Camberwell  made  the  following  statement : — *'  I  am 

meeting,  at  which  the  honour  of  the  medical  sure  I  do  not  wish  to  act  in  opposition  to 

professum  uw  so  opjwrtunely  and  spiritedly  re-  my  professional  brethren,"  This  is  partly, 

deemed  ;  butthe /actj  mentioned  in  my  first  but  not  wholly,  correct;    for  when  speak- 

letter  having  given  rise  to  many  fallacies,  ing  of  my  having  advocated  the  cause  of 

and  to  none  more  obvious  than  that  of  Self  supporting  Dispensaries,  I  very  well 

their  being  represented  as  mis-statements,  recollect  saying,  that  **  had  I  ever  con- 

with  the  incorrect  account  given  by  Mr.  sidered  they  would  have  a  tendency  to 

Crisp  in  the  Gazette  of  October  22d,  in  iiyure  or  degrade  the  medical  profession, 

justijicaiion  of  those  personalities  to  which  he  I  would  not  have  taken  the  steps  I  had 

candidly  acknowleges  he  descended,  has  in-  done,  as  I  had  no  wish  to  act  in  opposi- 

clined  me  to  a  different  course.  tion  to  the  welfare  dr  respectability  of  the 

The  correctness  of  the  account  I  gave  profession ;    but  that  I  was  firmly  con- 

of  the  conduct  displaved  towards  me  at  vinced,  as  regarded  such  institutions,  that 

that  meeting  being  known  to  all  who  they  would  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  real 

were  present,  I  should  have  considered  interests  of  my  professional  brethren,  or  to 

the  attempt  to  represent  it  as  a  false-  the  welfare  of  the  public."    Uow  far  the 

hood  as  too  contemptible  to  notice,  had '  "  whole  tenor  of  my  proceedings  has  not 

it    not  been   for  the    extensive  circula-  been  actuated  by  this  feeling,'*  it  remains 

tion  of  your  journal  amongst  the  most  for  those  of  my  professional  brethren  to 
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decide  who  are  better  acquainted  with  me  perversion  of  the  troth,  as  to  require  a 
than  the  author  of  such  a  statement,  and  more  particular  explanation.  So  fur  from 
who  can  look  upon  my  conduct  with  an  his  "finding  me  siding  with  the  gentlemen 
nnprcjadiced  eye  and  unpenrerted  ima-  alluded  to,  when  I  entered  the  room  him- 
gination.  self  and  others  were  assembled,  the  chair 
The  circumstance  of  my  coming  into  had  been  taken  for  several  minutes,  and 
this  neighbourhood  a  stranger,  ought  to  the  business  of  the  evening  had  com- 
have  entitled  me  to  the  courtesy  generally  menced ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  its 
shown  to  strangers;  how  far  this  was  continuance  I  was  in  a  different  part  of 
shown  to  me  at  the  meetings  at  Camber-  the  room,  for  the  convenience  of  being 
welly  Newington,  and  Southwark,  let  those  near  the  chairman,  and  had  not  ever  seen 
who  were  present  at  those  meetings  deter-  either  of  those  gentlemen  before.  The 
mine.  In  the  circular  to  which  an  allu.  hostility  displayed  to  a  measure  acknow- 
sion  has  been  made,  it  was  mentioned,  ledged,  by  many  who  opposed  themselves 
that  **  for  several  years  past  a  considerable  to  it,  to  have  an  excellent  tendency  in  re- 
portion  of  my  time  'had  been  devoted  to  spect  to  the  industrious  though  poorer 
the  medical  attendance  of  the  poor ;  and  classes  of  society,  and  that  their  opposition 
that  having  witnessed  the  good  effects  of  arose  from  the  apprehension  of  its  inter. 
Seir supporting  Dispensaries,  I  had  in-  fering  with  their  professional  interests, 
Tiled  my  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Smith,  the  and  that  they  were  determined  if  possible 
projector  of  those  institutions,  to  explain  to  crush  it,  together  with  the  hissings  and 
their  principles  and  advantages  to  the  clamour  displayed  against  the  promoters 
clerical  and  medical  professions,  and  any  of  such  a  measure,  excited  the  indignation 
others  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  some  who  wished  to  inquire  into  the 
of  the  poor."  This  statement  I  made  merits  of  the  cause,  and  led  to  a  warmth 
chiefly  on  account  of  my  being,  compara-  of  expression  which  they  doubtless  (at  the 
tively  speaking,  a  stranger.  Above  400  time)  considered  themselves  justified  in 
copies  were  printed,  and  a  man  accus-  employing.  The  sneering  and  contemp- 
tomed  to  distribute  circulars  employed,  on  tuous  manner  in  which  the  allusion  to  the 
the  5th  of  August  last,  to  deliver  them  ac-  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan,  and  the 
cording  to  their  directions.  Unacquainted  precepts  contained  in  the  sacred  volume, 
with  the  names  and  residences  of  my  pro-  were  received,  also  excited  a  feeling  of  in- 
fessional  brethren  in  this  neighbourhood,  dignation,  that  men,  who  in  the  exercise 
including  Newington,  Walworth,  Camber-  of  their  profession,  especially  among  the* 
well,  &c.  &c.,  I  requested  a  few  friends  to  lower  orders,  are  witnesses  of  much  human^ 
assist  me,  and  by  one  medical  gentleman  suffering  and  misery,  should  consider  the 
I  was  favoured  witli  upwards  of  fifty  doctrinesof  Him,"  who  went  about  doing 
names,  exclusive  of  those  g^ven  me  by  good,  and  healing  all  manner  of  diseases," 


others,  to  each  of  whom  a  letter  was  ad-  as  deserving  of  their  contempt  and  ridi- 
dressed.  To  gentlemen  of  the  clerical  cule.  I  will  not  enlarge  npon  this  point, 
profession  very  few  were  sent;  and  I  am  which,  however  it  may  raise  another  sneer 
not  aware  of  there  having  been  one  at  the  at  my  expense,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
first,  and  I  beliere  not  more  than  three  or  exerts  considerable  influence  on  my  mind, 
four  at  either  of  the  subsequent  meetings,  being  aware  that  theological  polemics 
It  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  C.  that  a  very  should  as  much  as  possible  be  refrained 
small  number  of  these  circulars  reached  from  on  occasions  like  the  present.  I  will 
the  medical  profession  ;  and  that  "  my  therefore  pass  on  to  the  next  statement  of 
excuse  for  the  omission  was,  that  my  boy  Mr.  Crisp,  wherein  he  asserts  that,  in 
was  unable  to  find  the  residences  of  the  writing  to  the  Editor  of  the  Surrey  Stan- 
medical  men,  and  therefore  returned  the  dard,  I  had  called  his  account  impartial, 
circulars."  This  account  is  incorrect,  as  I  "  when  I  knew  that  the  reporter  only  gave 
mentioned  that  the  man  whom  I  had  em-  the  arguments  of  those  who  were  favoura- 
ployed,  and  paid  for  his  trouble,  had  only  hie  to  the  plan.'*  This  also  partakes  of 
performed  part  of  his  duty,  and  that  I  had  incorrectness,  and  facts  can  here  speak  for 
cndearonrea  to  remedy  this  deficiency  as  themselves.  The  report  published  in  the 
much  as  was  in  my  power  and  the  short-  Surrey  Standard  of  Sept.  lOth  was  the 
ness  of  the  intervening  time  would  allow,  least  incorrect  of  any  which  has  appeared 
A  snflicient  number  of  the  circulars  were,  relative  to  the  Newington  meeting  of 
howeTer,distributed,  to  ensure  the  attend-  Sept.  7;  notwithstanding  the  assertion  of 
anoe  of  at  least  three  to  one  of  any  other  a  correspondent  signing  himself  "  Chirur- 
dass  of  persons  who  were  invited.  Rns,"  in  the  following  number  of  the  same 
In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Crisp  asserts  journal,  that  *<  a  more  partial,  one-sided 
that  at  the  adjourned  meeting  (September  statement  was  never  penned."  Upon  re- 
7th),  he  "  fonnd  me  sitting  with  men  who  ferring  to  it  I  see  no  cause  for  altering  my 
cluiracterized  the  members  of  our  profes-  opinion.  Let  the  report  be  compared 
sion  as  g^ross  mercenary  conspiritors,"  &c.  with  that  in  the  Lancet  (so  celebrated 
This  is  so  glaringly  incorrect,  and  such  a  for  eorrectnest  and  impart  ality)  and  then  let 
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any  unprejudiced  person  be  asked  which 
account  presents  the  character  of  one- 
si  dedness,  and  which  the  contrary. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  HULBERT. 

6,  Trinity  Square.  Southwark, 
Novemlier  2,  1836. 

[Want  of  space  obliges  us  to  omit  that 
part  of  our  correspondent's  letter  which 
relates  to  Mr.  Crisp's  remarks  on  the  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Hawes,  M.P.,  which 
was  read  at  a  subsequent  meeting. — E.  G.] 

PARISH  UNIONS. 

QUERY  FOR  AN  OLD  NAVY  SURGEON. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

May  I,  through  the  medium  of  your  valu- 
able  periodical,  ask  your  correspondent, 
the  Old  Navy  Surgeon,  if  he  wishes  your 
readers  to  understand  11,800  to  be  the 
pauper  population  of  those  sixteen  parishes 
comprising  the  union,  one  of  which. 
Grove,  in  Bucks,  has  twenty-one  inhabit- 
ants. I  rather  suspect  he  has  been  calcu- 
lating the  gross  population  ;  if  so,  all  his 
computations  and  comparisons  are  wrong. 
He  feelingly  describes  the  discomforts  of 
the  union  officers,  forgetful  all  country 
practitioners  arc  exposed  to  the  same.  I 
do  not  intend  to  discuss  point  by  point, 
but  I  consider  the  whole  account  to  be 
exaggerated;  and  being  a  constant  reader 
of  your  work,  I  feel  regret  it  should  be 
made  the  channel  of  such  communica- 
tions. 

If  you  consider  this  worthy  of  a  niche 
Jn  your  columns,  you  will  oblige, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
E.  C.  T. 

Nov.  9.  1836. 

[We  have   no  doubt  the   "  Old  Navy 
Surgeon"  will  readily  explain. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

ANECDOTE  OF  DUPUYTREN. 

The  late  M.  Dupuvtren  in  his  last  illness 
had  effusion  into  the  chest  consequent  on 
a  pleurisy.  He  was  at  first  disposed  to 
have  himself  tapped  for  it;  but  three  of 
his  medical  attenaants  being  against,  while 
two  were  for,  paracentesis,  ne  changed  his 
mind,  and  observed,  *<  I  would  rather  die 
by  the  hand  of  God  than  of  man  !"— 
m,  Huston  in  the  Acad,  de  Med, 


her  relations.  They  have  broogbt  an  ac 
tion  against  him  for  defaming  we  family, 
in  the  remarks  which  he  made  on  the  cha- 
racter of.  the  deceased ;  and  a  newspaper 
which  reported  the  defamatory  trash  has 
been  included  in  the  action.  The  trial  was 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  9lh  instant. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HATE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

November  10, 1836. 

John  Senior  Turner,  Glcadthorp«  Grangre.  Nott*. 

Jnnie^  William  Jeans,  Grantham,  Lincotnafaiir. 

John  Henry  Bell,  New  Cut,  Dristul. 

Georcre  Tweddell,  Bishop  Auckland,  Durham. 

John  Ilatton,  Manchester. 

Edward  Hodge  Eykyn,  Ackleton,  Shropshire. 

William  Blakely,  Kington,  Herefordshire. 

William  Klli-»ton,  Ipswich. 

George  Anthony. 

Joseph  William  Field,  London. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortalitit,  Nov,  8,  1836. 


Age  and  Debility  .  22 

Apoplexy      •        .  4 

Aathma          •        .  14 

Cancer           .        •  1 

Childbirth     .        .  8 

Consumpliou        .  &h 

Convulsions         .  22 

Croup    ...  4 

Dentition  or  TeethlnfT  4 

Dropsy  .        .  6 

Droptiy  on  the  Brain  8 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest  1 

E|<ilepsy       .        .  1 

Erysipelas    .        .  1 

Fever     ...  4 

Fever,  Scarlet      .  9 

Fever,  Typhus     •  8 

Heart,  diseased    .  1 


Hoopinir  Cough   . 
Inflammation 

Boirelis  5c  Stomach 

Bruin 

Lungs  and  Pleura 
Insanity 

Liver,  diseased  . 
Bf  eagles  •  • 
Mortification  • 
RheiiroaUsm  • 
Small-pox  •  • 
Sore   Throat    and 

Quiosey    • 
ThruAh 
U II known  Causes 

Casualties  • 


37 
2 
1 
1 
I 
2 
7 
4 
I 


1 

1 

10 

8 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >    ia. 
the  precedini;  week  •        .    f 
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Nov,  1836. 

Thursday.  3 

Friday    .  .  4 

Saturday  .  5 

Sunday  .  .  6 

Monday.  .  7 

Tuesday .  .  8 

Wednesday  9 


THXRMOURTaa. 

from  34  to  50 

86  46 

36  4S 

26  45 

27  41 
22  39 
25  50 


RAROStRTKR, 

29-70  to  29  59 
29  53       29  89 


29  14 
29-38 
29*52 
29-87 
29-94 


29  34 
Stat. 
29  72 
80-01 
29-77 


HINT  TO  PHRENOLOGISTS. 

A  Dr.  Gaubert,  who  has  been  holding 
forth  at  the  Phrenological  Society  in 
Paris,  on  the  skall  o  a  lady  who  died 
lately,  has  got  himself  into  a  scrape  with 


Prevalllngr  winds,  W.  by  S.  and  S.  W. 

Generally  clear,  except  the  8d,  4th,  and  9th. 
A  heavy  shower  of  rain  and  hail,  accompanied  by 
thunder  and  lightning,  on  the  evening  of  the  8d. 
Rain  on  the  4th.  and  mornings  of  the  5th  and  9lh. 
Lightning  very  vivid  on  the  evening  of  the  6th. 

Rain  fallen,  -85  of  an  inch. 

NOTICES. 

Chirurods. — The  subject  of  the  T^etter 
requires  consideration:  next  week,  per- 
haps, we  shall  be  able  to  gi?e  oar  corre- 
spondent an  answer. 

We  refifrct  we  have  not  space  this  week 
for  Mr.  R.  Ceelcy's  communication  rela- 
tive to  the  Bucks  Association. 

Wilson  ftSoWtPrintert,  57|SkiDner«  (St.  Loudoa. 
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LECTURES  Tidnal.      In   respect  to  marriage,    some 

of  the  most  valid  grounds  of  divorce  rest 

^^  on  the  proofs  of  inability;  and  in  charges 

i?nnii*VfiTr*    iui?T\Tr«TMi?  ^^  violation,  abortion,  &c.,' evidence  of  the 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  ly^^^jg  ^j^^^^  equivalent  to  exculpation. 

Delwertd  at  thi  Aldengate  School  of  Medicine,  ,^  ^»  J.  *^*^  hereafter  treat  distinctly  of 

.  *^  'the  subjects  involved  in  the  latter  charges, 

Bt  Wilmam  Cummin,  M.D.  I****"  confine  myself  on  the  present  occa- 

'  sion  principally  to  the  question  of  inabi- 

_  lity  in  reference  to  marriage. 

I    must    premise,    that    I  intend   not 

Lbctcre  VIII.  at  present  to  consider  all  the    medico- 

HMo-Legal    reUtian,   of   the  B^producthe  ^^A'^^f^}^''^ ^^^^^^t'^'^y'^^' 

jE*...^;J.     T^^hiist^M   /».  f»n^^^\.  — ^..^  "**«>  but  only  those  which  have  relation 

f^  ttZr    w*ir JZ^J^CTf^  t»  «!"  ctief  ofiject  of  the  married  gtote.  a. 

t^^Tt^     X^I^TmVt  contemplated  by  the  law.,-the  proc^a- 

fc^ili^ETcB  «  f HE  Mal/  "°"  or  childrei.     Other' con.i,feration. 

f ^*2^^^!wJJlJ^  i»»Jr!4  ""•'"I'  "ay  "^  fo™  K«>nnd«  of  divorce, 

-2.M<„.1  CaZLFaumathn.  or  Witch-  J?"^"«f '    '"  ,  *£*  T  M°'  *^'    "^'  >''m 

craft -Ftar-  De«re-Habit,  «/  intemp*-  tZ^Zf       -^^  WT.  '  VZ^^^  "S!!'^ 

raL -Partial  impotence -Bivr,  of  ^e  ??°i"^"*l     The  holiness   of  the  wedded 

,       „t  I    .#i,^*-    "^  Q  state  18  an  attnbute  which  it  possesses  in 

eccU^,calar  canonual  authont,e,-Spe.  ^^^    estimation    of     the    eccl^ioMical     or 

culaiunaortlu,log,ans.  ^„„„  1^„.  ^„j  .^  countries  where  thil 

We  now  enter  upon  a  large  class  of  rela-  law  prevails  more  than  it  does  among  us, 

tions,  embracing  subjects  of  much  interest  it  will  be  readily  understood  that  there  is 

and  importance  in  Forensic  medicine.    I  ample  room  for  casuistry,  and  for  much  me- 

allade  to  those  connected  with  the  gene-  dico-legal,  as  well  as  juridical    interfe- 

ralive  or  reproductive  function.      When  rence. 

I  lately  treated  of  Sex,  I  did  so  merely        The  business  of  the  medical  jurist,  in 

with  reference  to  structure,  whether  nor-  this  country,  is  considerably  limited,  in 

mal  or  abnormal,  and  without  any  special  relation  to  the  Question  of  marriage,  in 

regard  to  Uie  uses  of  the  parts.    I  shall,  consequence  of  tfie  plain  view  taken  of 

however,  now  have  to  notice  those  uses,—  the  contract  by  the  law  of  the  land :  still, 

and  the  abuses  also.  however,  the  difficulties  which  occasionally 

Questions  arising  out  of  the  considera-  occur,  and  which  it  is  the  province  of  the 

tion   of  the  sexual  functions  are  usually  professional  witness  to  remove,  are  by  no 

divided  under  the  several  heads  of  Impo-  means  of  a  very  simple  or  superficial  na- 

fence  and  Sterility,  Violation,  Pregnancy,  ture ;   on  the  contrary,  they  require  our 

Abortion,  and  the  Births  of  children.  best  and  gravest  attention. 

l^at  diuinctiom. — Certain   legal  conse-         Conditions  of  the  contracts  —  The  condi- 

qvences  are  attached  to  the  imperfect  ex-  tions    which   render   a  marriage   legally 

ercise  of  the  sexual  functions,  and  it  de-  valid,  are  briefly  those  which   constitute 

volres  occasionally  on  the  medical  jurist  the    validity  of    any    other    contract, — 

to  determine  how  far  the  power  of  minis-  namely,  that  the  contracting  parties  be 

taring  to  reproduction  exists  in  th6  indi-  willing,  that  they  be  able,  and  that  they 

468.— XIX.  ^ 
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sball  have  complied  with  certain  requisite  marriage,  there  is  no  safficient  gronnd  of 

formalities.    Now  it  is  on  questions  con-  divorce. 

nected  with  the  two  first  cotaditioni  that  **  In  a  salt  of  nnllitt,'*  says  Mr.  Chittj, 
the  medical  jurist  is  sometimes  required  to  **  by  reason  of  the  alleged  impotency  of 
lend  his  assistance.  He  may  have  to  con-  the  husband,  a  certificate  twelve  vears 
sider  whether  the  parties,  or  either  of  after  the  marriage,  that  the  wife  still  was 
them,  be  capable  of  exercising  a  will  or  a  virgo  tnfarfa,  although  apta  viro,  coupled 
discretion,  in  respect  to  entering  on  a  ma-  with  two  several  confessions  of  the  hus- 
trimonial  contract :  one  or  other,  or  both  band  of  his  incapacity,  and  with  proof 
the  parties,  may  be  disqualified,  for  ex-  that  the  woman^s  health  had  suffered, 
ample,  by  reason  of  too  tender  or  too  ad-  though  the  husband  bad  not  given  in  his 
Tanced  an  age,  or  there  may  be  some  im-  answers,  and  that  be  had  removed  into 
becility  or  unsoundness  of  mind,  not  ad-  France,  and  had  refused  to  undergo  surgi- 
initting  the  exercise  of  a  will.  Of  such  a  cal  examination,  was  holden  sufficient 
state  of  things,  I  shall  enter  on  the  consi-  in  the  ecclesiastical  court  On  the  con- 
deration  in  a  future  lecture.  tinent,    Fuits     for    a    divorce    on    this 

On  the  other  hand,  as  to  the  condition  of  ground   are   frequent ;    but  for    the  ho. 

being  able,  it  will  probably  be  the  duty  of  nour  of  English  ladies,  their  delicacy  in 

the  medicaljurist  to  examine  how  far  either  general  deters  them  from  thus  publicly 

party  is  qualified  in  respect  to  bodily  cir-  complaining;  and  such  suits  are  compara- 

cumstances.  He  may  have  to  show  whether  tivcly  rare,  unless  there  be  other  strong 

either  party  docs  or  does  not  labour  under  ground  for  seeking  a  dissolution  of  the 

certain  disabilities  which  would  invalidate  contract—as  intolerable  ill  temper,  which, 

the  contract ;  under  certain  corporeal  in-  although  of  itself*  not  a  sufficient  ground 

firmities,  in  fact,  existing  at  the  time  the  for  a  divorce,  may  yet  constitute  an  in- 

marriage  is  celebrated.  ducement  to  make  the  disagreeable  dis- 

Non^age, — I  have  already  mentioned  the  closure,  and  proceed  for  a  divorce  on  the 

ages  recognized  for  legally  forming  a  mar-  legal  ground  of  the  incapacity  of  the  hus- 

riage-contract  at  the  earliest — fourteen  for  band." 

the  male,  and  twelre  for  the  female.     But  Distinction  hettoeen  sterilily  and  impotence. — 

the  ecclesiastical  courts  look  rather  to  the  Impotence,  as   I  have  said,  may  belong 

habit,  strength,  and  constitution   of  the  to  man  or  woman ;  and  so  may  sterility, — 

parties;  they  only  inquire  whether  they  understanding  by  this  term,  an  inability 

be  habiUi  ad  mairimonium^  and  not  how  to  be  prolific.     Sterility  implies,  that  not- 

many  years  they    may  hare  numbered :  withstanding  the  existence  of  an  aptitnde 

and,  indeed,  the  common  law  will  hold  for  sexual  intercourse,  there  is  no  power  of 

even  infantile  marriages,  solemnized  with  procreation.     This  species  of  inability, 

due    formality,  valid,   when  the  parties,  liowever,  is  more  commonly  imputed  to  the 

on  reaching  the  ages  just  stated,  do  not  female  than  the  male ;  for  where  no  cbaige 

demur  to  the  contract.  of  impotence  can  be  established  against  a 

Sexual  inability. — The  corporeal  imperfec-  man,  it  is  difficult  to  make  out  his  steri- 

tions  are  chiefly  those  constituting  impo-  lity,  though  there  may  be  strong  presnmp- 

tence,  or  an  inability  to  have  sexual  inter-  tion  that  he  is  bond, fide  nnprolinc 

course ;  and  this  may  belong  either  to  the  The  question  of  sterility  in  either  sex  is 

male  or  the  female.    Neither  party  should  in  great  measure  inferential,  and  the  fSftct  is 

be  impotent  at  the  time  of  the  marriage;  and  ^nerally  dependent  on  internal  organiza- 

6hould  it  afterwards  appear  that  either  was  tion,  of  which  the  medico-legal  examiner 

—that,  in  fact,the  marriage  wasnotconsnm-  cannot  in  general  have  sufficient  cognizance 

mated,  and  that  the  inability  continued —  in  the  living  body.    For  this  reason,  and 

it  is  a  ground  for  annulling  the  marriage  because  in  suits  of  divorce  it  is  the  question 

in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  although  the  of  impotence  which  is  principally  enter- 

Sarty  so  disqualified  was  ignorant  toat  the  tained,  we  may,  perhaps,  more  usefully  di- 
efect  existed  at  the  time.  rect  our  attention  to.this  infirmity  than  the 
'  Grounds  of  divorce.  —  It  is  to  be  oh*  other,  although  both  are  so  closely  con- 
served, that  there  are  two  kinds  of  di.  nected,  that  it  were  not  possible,  even  if 
▼orce ;  the  one,  which  may  be  consi-  desirable,  to  wholly  separate  the  consideia- 
dered  complete,  ^  vinculo  matrimonii  ;  tion  of  sterility  from  tnat  of  impotence, 
the  other  incomplete,  d  mensa  et  thoro.  We  may  divide  the  subject  as  it  relates 
Now  impotence  is  a  principal  ground  for  to  males  and  females :  and  first  let  ns  in- 
obtaining  the  former;  and  in  suits  for  that  quire  what  are  the  causes  and  signs  of 
object,  the  party  complaining  must  prove 

that  the  incapacity  existed  at  the  time  of  impotbkck  ik  the  male. 

the  marriage,  and  continued  to  be  of  a  Inability  to  have  sexual  intercourse  may 

nature  incurable :  if  the  impediment  was  in  man  anse  either  from  physical  or  moral 

not   natural,   but  supervened  after   the  canses. 
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1.  Physieal  Catuet*  merentiam,  postqaam  centnm  annos  com- 

sufficient  develcpment. — The  age  of  pleverant ;  ncque  sane  dobium,  aut  adeo 

f  may  be  such  as  naturally  to  ex-  rarum  octogenarium  patrem  fieri.'    Haller 

idea  of  potency.  Previous  to  puber-  likewise  pronounces  a  man  of  90  to  be 

diTidaal  must  be  presumed,  and  is  capable  of  procreating.     Parr  became  a  • 

1  by  the  criminal  law,  to  be  incapa-  father  in  his  140th  year.     In  short,  the  li- 

e  generative  actr  the  seminal  se-  berality  of  the  law  on  this  subject  is  ex- 

lUM  not  yet  begun,  and  the  stimu-  cessive,  for  there  is  no  age,  from  seven  np- 

ved  from    that    source  is  conse-  wards,  at  which  a  man  is  denied  the  pri- 

absent.  On  the  other  hand,  old  age  vilege  of  having  children."    I  take  both 

e  extended  its  withering  influence  these  extracts  from  Mr.  Le  Marchant's 

!  sexual  parts,  and  the  man  who  book  on  the  Gardner  Peerage, 

ific  may  cease  to  be  so  any  longer.  (^.)  Imperfect  ttructure.-^A  more  obvious 

limits  of  either  period  cannot  be  cause  of  impotence  is  found  in  an  imper- 

'  fixed.    Puberty  is  in  many  in-  feet  structure  of  the  genital  organs.     Ei- 

«tarded,  in  many  accelerated,  ow-  ther  owing  to  congenital  malformation, 

irioas  causes:  the  climate,  habits  or  some  factitious  alteration  of  the  parts, 

ud  education,  and  constitational  they  may  be  rendered  incapable  of  exer- 

itieiyhave  material  influence;  and  cising  their  proper  functions. 

gW  we  have  on  record  many  ex-  (O  Affections  of  the  penU — Deficiency. — It 

of  precocious  puberty,  and  not  a  may  happen  that  the  penis  Is  wholly  or 

;s  late  development  in  part  deficient.    There  liave  been  in- 

respect  to  the  aged,  it  is  still  more  stances  of  this  part  being  totally  absent 

to  say  when,  even  on  an  average,  from  birth,  and  nnmerous  examples  of  its 

SIS  of  procreatitm  cease.  Aristotle,  removal  by  wounds,  disease,  or  surgical 

,  fixed  on  the  seventieth  year;  but  operation.    When  the  organ  is  completelv 

IS  instances  might  be  adduced  to  absent,  tbite  can  be  no  intromission,  and. 

It  the  generative  power  ^has  often  to  all  istentaand  purposes,  the  individual 

d  to  a  period  much  more  advanced,  oust  be  accounted  impotent;  unless,  in- 

we  says  he  has  known  examples  of  deed,  we  understand  that  term  in  some 

>  were  still  prolific  at  ninety.  other  acceptation  than  that  in  which  it  is 

» eeiebrated  Banbury  Paeinge  case,  usually  em|)loyed. 

urged  among  ariirr  arguments  I  have  been  made  acquainted,  through 
the  claimant  «f  iSae  title,  that  the  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Cold- 
under  «|Nim  he  claimed  could  bath -square,  with  the  particulars  of  a  cu- 
)  baem  Hkit  son  of  Lord  Banburv,  rions  case  which  came  under  his  observa- 
ikffl  Biibleman  was  80  years  old  tion.  In  the  year  1823,  a  man,  of  the 
10  child  was  born.  The  remarks  name  of  Staunton,  lost  his  penis:  it  was 
Enkine  on  this  point  are  worth  amputated  by  his  wife,  one  night,  while 
:— **  Bat  what  evidence  is  there  of  he  lay  asleep  by  her  side  in  bed ; — the  part 
tnnbury  having  been  impotent?  was  cut  clean  off  at  the  root.  Yet  this 
no  statute  of  limitations  on  the  very  man  was  brought  up,  about  three  vears 
and  faculties  of  man.  Instances  ago,  before  the  magistrates  at  Union  Hall, 
It  longevity  might  be  cited  still  on  a  charge  of  bigamy  and  filiation.  He 
xtrmordinary.  Sir  Stephen  Fox  was  presumed  to  have  become  the  father  of 
at  the  age  of  77,  and  had  four  a  child  after  his  mutilation.  This,  at  least, 
;  the  first  child  was  bom  when  was  the  impression  of  many  who  knew  the 
sr  was  78,  the  second  and  third  individual.  But  Mr.  Whitmore  thinks  it 
ins  in  the  following  year,  and  the  doubtful  that  the  child  was  begotten,  how- 
ras  bom  when  the  father  was  81.  ever  it  might  have  been  bora,  after  the  out* 
same  a  father  when  eveif  ms  son  rage.  If  the  child^s  age  could  be  ascer. 
a  more  advanced  age  than  Lord  tained,  it  would  settle  the  question. 
f/*  But  where  any  portion  of  the  organ  is 
imnel  Romilly,  in  his  observations  present,  we  must  be  cautious  how  we  pro- 
use  head,  thus  expresses  himself:  nounce  against  its  efficiency.  It  is  an  as- 
^j«etion  to  the  age  of  Lord  Ban-  oertained  fact  that  impregnation  may  be 
ij  at  once  be  dismissed.  The  law  effected  if  the  semen  be  only  deposited  with- 
uid  admits  of  no  age  at  which  a  in  the  very  orifice  of  the  vagina.  Hence  it 
y  not  become  a  father ;  and  many  would  be  rather  precipitate  to  assume  the 
authorities  may  be  cited  to  show  impotence  of  a  person  well  formed  in  other 
I  role  is  founded  on  reason.  Dr.  respects,  who  should  appear,  on  examina- 
',  of  Edinburgh,  whose  name  must  tion,  to  have  merely  a  portion  of  the 
iartoall  admirers  of  scienoe,  says  corpora  cavernosa  and  urethra,  yet  capa- 
is  sofajeet : — '  Magna  autem  de  his  ble  of  being  introduced  within  the  external 
iflbrentia;  decantantur  enim  ex-  parts  of  the  female.  The  glans  penis  is 
SBiim  in  castrit  Veneris  strenne  known,  in  frequent  instances,  to  have  been 
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lost  from  accident  or  disease,  yet  the  indi.  tons  of  their  own  for  rapposing  the  pre- 

viduals  so  affected  have  had  sexual  inter-  sence  of  liermapbrodism.      Sir  ETcrard 

course  as  usual.  "  Piazzoni  relates  a  case,''  tells  us  that  the  gentleman  in  oaestion  had 

says  Dr.  Paris,  "  where  both  the  corpora  an  aperture  in    perinaeo,    which  it  was 

cavernosa  were  destroyed,  but,  as  the  canal  found  impossible  to  stop;  for  as  the  canal 

of  tlie  urethra  was  preserved,  the  person  of  the  urethra  was  continued  to  the  exter- 

conld  perform  the  act  of  coition  without  nal  orifice  of  the  glans  penis,  the  attempt 

difficulty.    Frank  also  states  an  instance  to  close  the  anomalous  passage  was  made, 

in  which  so  considerable  a  portion  of  the  but  in  vain.    **  Under  the  circomstances," 

penis  bad  been  carried  away  by  a  musket-  says  Sir  Everard,  **  the  person  married, 

shot,  that,  when   the  wound  healed,  the  When  he  had  connexion,    the  emission 

organ   remained  curved,    and  yet  it   re-  was  complete;    which    proved  that   the 

mained  adequate  to  the  performauce  of  its  testicles   were    perfect,    bnt    the    semen 

functions."  always    passed    out    at    the    perinseom. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Whitmore,  who  so  The  late  Mr.  Hunter  was  consulted  to 

obligingly  communicated  the  case  already  remedy,  if  possible,  this    inconvenience, 

quoted,  for  the  two  following  also,  whicn  and  to  enable  the  person  to  beget  children, 

are,  perhaps,  not  less  curious : — "  I  have  After  the  failure  of  several  modes  of  treat- 

had  two  other  cases  where  the  loss  of  the  ment  which  were  adopted,  Mr.    Hnnter 

penis  had  been  sustained.   One  occurred  in  suggested  the  following  experiment.     He 

one  of  my  parish  patients,  who  died  a  few  advised  that  the  huslmnd  should  be  pre- 

weeks  ago :  he  left  a  fine  family  of  children ;  pared  with  a  syring^e  fitted  for  the  purpose, 

his  penis  had  been  amputated  many  years  previously  warmed ;  and  that  immediately 

since.    The  other  case  occurred  in  a  boy  after  the  emission  had  t^en  place,   it 

about  fifteen,  from  the  bite  of  a  stone-  should  be  taken  up  by  the  syringe,  and  in- 

horse.      I  remember,  while  under  treat*  jected  into  the  vagina,  while  the  female 

ment,  he  sent  word  to  his  sweetheart,  *'  not  organs  were  still  under  the  influence  of 

to  fret,  for  that  he  should  be  able  to  ttump  the  coitus,  and  in  the  proper  state  for 

her  yet!"    These  were  his  words;  doubt-  receiving  the  semen.      This  experiment 

lessly  a  faithful  indication  of  his  feelings  was  actually  made,  and  the  wife  proved 

and  intentions.  with    child.      Upon    a  subject    of   this 

Hypospadia  and  q)ispadia,  ^  Another  im-  kind,    it    is     proper     to     speak     with 

Iierfection  of  the  penis,  which  might  seem  caution ;   bat    from    all    the    attending 

ikely  to  interfere  with  the  generative  act  circumstances,  no  donbt  was  entertained 

is,  that  irregular  opening  of  the  urethra  by  Mr.  Hnnter  or  the  husband,  that  the 

constituting   hypospadia,  or   epispadia*,  impregnation  was  entirely  the  effect  of 

But  persons  of  such  a  conformation  have  the  experiment.       Smdlanzani's   experi- 

not  only  not  been  impotent,butunquestion-  ments  **  upon  animals,'*  adds  the  writer, 

ably  prolific.    Belloc  gives  a  curious  in-  ^  were  made  several  years  after  this  propo- 

stance  of  a  hypospadiail  who  had  four  sal  of  Mr.  Hunter  was  attended    with 

children ;  two  of  them  having  precisely  the  success*." 

same  malformation  as  their  parent.  Phymosit  and   other  ajfectUms.  —  But  to 

Even  where  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  has  return  to  the  imperfections  of  the  male 

been  as  low  down  as  the  root  of  the  penis,  im-  oi^n.    The  part  may  be  affected  with 

pregnationhasbeen  effected,  with  the  aid  of  congenital    pbymosis,    and    this,    unless 

an  artificial  contrivance.   At  least  we  have  an  operation  be  performed,  will  certainly 

it,  on  the  authority  of  Sir  Everard  Home,  prevent  the  generative  act    It  was  a  cus- 

that  John  Hunter  gave  certain  directions  tom,  in  ancient  times,  to  produce  an  arti- 

to  a  person  so  affected,  which  were  attend,  ficial  pbymosis  by  it^im'at'mg  the  prepuce 

ed  with  complete  success.  of  yoiuig  slaves.    Tne  method  was  effec- 

An  hypospadian  aitisted  by  Mr,  Hunter. —  tusl  in  pfecluiUng  sexual  interconrse,  and 

This  celebrated  case  is  so  often  referred  was  adopted  in  oraer  to  keep  them  in  high 

to,  that  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  it  to  health  and  beauty :  perhaps  also  to  restrain 

yon  in  the  words  of  Sir  Everard  Home  them  from  vicions  indulgences, 
himself,  who  originally  published  it  in  the        The  mnscles  of  the  penis  have  some- 

Philosophical  Transactions  for  the  year  times  been  affected  with  paralysis;   and 

1799.    The  paper  in  which  Sir  Everard  while  such  an  affection  lasts,  it  must  be 

(then  Mr.)  Home  relates  the  case,  is  one  considered  as  inevitably  entailing  impo- 

on  the  subject  of  hermapbrodism  in  a  dog ;  tence.    The  cause  of  such  a  c6ndition  may 

and  he  introduces  into  it  several  very  cu-  generally  be  traced   to    some  disturbance 

nous  observations  on  reputed  hermaphro-  of  the   nervous    system,    through  whidi 

dites  of  various  species ;  and,  among  the  channel  alone  the  remedy  must  be  supplied, 

rest,  he  notices  those   malformations  in  Priapism    freouently    occurring,     severe 

which  inexpert  observers  have  found  rea-  strictures,    ana    certain    diseases   of  the 

*  See  Leclart  V.,  p.  1S2,  anU.  •  Phil.  Traiu.,  1790,  p.  Ml— 2. 
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prostate  gland,  may  also  be  considered  as  lific,  unless  the  generative  act  should  be 

occasional  causes  of  impotence:   but  as  accomplished  some  short  time  after  emas- 

tbey  are  all  more  or  less  remediable  by  art  culation  ;  for  there  may  still  be  some  semen 

we  must  take  care  not  to  form  too  hasty  a  in  the  vesicles.    Otto,  indeed,  mentions 

medioo-leipil  diagnosis.  one  case  in  which  he  found  plenty  of  ap- 

{fi,)  Affections  rf  the  (Mtet.— The  imper-  parently  good  semen  in  the  vesiculse  semi- 

fections  nitherto  noticed  have  all  belonged  nales  of  a  man  who  had  castrated  himself 

to  the   penis.     We  have  now  to  notice  a  year  before,  in  a  fit  of  melancholy. 
another  cause  of  impotence,  arising  more        In  cases  where  one  testicle  is  left  (per- 

or  leas  from  deficiency  or  disease  of  the  sons  so  affected  are  termed  Monorchides),  no 

testes.  matter  how  the  other  have  been  lost,  we 

Where  the  testes  are  wholly  absent'^re.  must  cautiously  abstain  from  pronouncing 

moTed  by  an  operation,  or  carried  away  by  against  the  generative  faculty  of  the  indi- 

some  injury — the  impotence  of  the  pactv  viduaL    In  fact  it  has  been  proved,  in  nu- 

is  obviously  to  be  inferred ;   but  in  such  merous  instances,  that  two  testes  are  by  no 

case^  the  marks  of  castration,  or  the  cica-  means  essential  to  potency,  notwithstand- 

trices  from  the  injniy  or  wound,  ought  to  ing  that  the  parliament  of  Paris,  in  1665, 

be  discernible.  Where  the  testes  are  simply  decreed  that  the  marriage  contract  should 

not  found  in  the  scrotum,  and  there  is  no  not  be  held  valid  unless  tivo  testes  were 

appearance  of  their  removal,  we  must  in-  producible ! 

qnire  farther  before  we  hazard  an  opinion.        Remarkable  case  of  Ccunt  Sorlisi. — It  was 

These  organs  may  not  have  descended  into  about  this  very  date   that    the    circum- 

their  osoal  place,  nor  have  passed  the  ah-  stances  of  a  celebrated  case  were  much  dis- 

domioal  rings:  they  may  still  be  in  the  cussedjin  Germany  :  I  allude  to  the  marriage 

abdomen  (persons  so  affected  are  called  of  the  Count  de  Sorlisi.    Valentin,  in  his 

Cfyptarchides),  where  their  anomalous  situ-  Novella  Medico- Legates,  gives  a  full  account 

mtion  daring  adult  life,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  case,  under  the  title  of  Conjugium 

of  some,  so  far  from  being  an  impediment  to  Eunuchi ;  and  Dr.  Ferriar  has  presented  us 

tlie  reproductive  function,  that  it  is  rather  with  a  very  interesting  abstract  of  it,  in  his 

condocive  to  their  efficiency.     This,  how-  Illustrations  of  Sterne.     I  shall  take  leave 

ever,  is  very  doubtful.  to  give  you  a  brief  summary  of  the  princi- 

If  the  testes  have  wasted  away,  as  they  pal  facts. 
sometimes  do  from  disease — elephantiasis,         Bartholomew  de  Sorlisi,  a  young  noble- 

for  example — proofs  of  that  fact  will  not  man,  held  a  commission  in  the  arm^  of 

be  wanting  in  the  individual:  the  charac-  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden ;  but  his  military 

ters  of  manhood  will  be  more  or  less  ab-  career  was  brought  to  a  close  by  a  catas- 

aent;  the  sexual  appetite  will  be  lost ;  and,  trophe  which  befel  him  at  the  battle  of 

in  short,  it  will  be  a  case  of  incurable  im-  Fiihnen :  he  received  a  musket-shot,  by 

potence.  which  he  was  deprived  of  the  testes ~ 

The  same  result  must    have    befallen  bombarJa  ietu  eviratus  est.    The  wound  was 

those  individuals  whom  it  was  the  custom  healed;  but  disgusted  with  the  chances  of 

to  emasculate  in  childhood  bv  bruising  the  war,  he  retired  to  an  estate  in  Pomerania, 

testicle,  as  is  still  done  with  deer  and  other  where  he  endeavoured  to  forget  his  misfor- 

•nimals.    The  injury  deprives  the  parts  of  tune  in  the  occupations  of  a  country  life. 

their  organic  life,  tney  become  atrophied,  Here  he  became  acquainted  with  a  family 

and  nnsuited    to    perform  their  natural  in  which  there  was  an  only  daughter,  Doro. 

fnnctions.  thea  Elizabeth  Lichtwer,  a  beautiful  girl 

As  to  castration,  it  is  well  known  that  it  of  sixteen.    Of  her  he  became  deeply  ena- 

does  not  immediately  or  necessarily  entail  moured,  and  the  attachment  being  mutual, 

impotence.    Much  will  depend  on  the  ex-  he  was  induced,  forgetful  of  his  situation, 

tent  to  which  the  operation  is  carried,  and  to  make  proposals  of  marriage.      These 

the  time  of  life  at  which  it  is  performed,  were  readily  accepted,  and  the  time  fixed. 
If  both  testes  be  removed  in  infancy,'  or        But  unfortunately  some  of  the  lady's  re. 

boyhood,  the  individual  never  acquires  a  lations  were  opposed  to  the  match,  chiefly 

■mscnline     character  —  he    cannot    but  on  account  of  a  difference  of  religion  be- 

be  impotent;  but  where  castration    has  tweenthepartiei<,thc  Count  being  a  Roman 

been    effected    in    an    adult,   the   sem-  catholic;  this,  however,  might  have  been 

blanee  of  virility  will  still  be  retained  ;  got  over,  had  not  an  unexpected  piece  of 

tboogh  it  is  said  that  the  beard  will  be-  treachery  thrown  Sorlisi  into  the  hands 

come  more  thin  and  scanty.    Persons  of  of  his  enemies.     It  appears  that  in  unsus- 

this  description  are  known  to  retain  a  cer-  pecting  confidence  he  consulted  the  ph^si> 

tain  imperfect  power  of  sexual  intereourse,  cian  of  the  Lichtwer  family,  and  disclosed 

attended  with  the  discharge  of  a  mucous  to  him  the  secret  which  preyed  upon  his 

floid  from  the  vesiculae  seminales,  and  pro-  mind.  The  doctor,  forgetful  of  his  inaugu- 

bably  from  the  prostate.     But  it  is  out  of  ral  oath,  shamefully  betrayed  his  patient, 

the  f  ocitiQn  that  they  should  ever  be  pro-  and  furnished  the  mscontented  party  with 
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facts  which  seemed  safficient  to  oyerw helm  The  fiiculty  of  Strasbuiv  held  that  so 

the  object  of  their  dislike.      Sorlisi  faced  damnable  a  connexion  could  not  be  tole- 

the  storm  gallantly,  and  by  exposing  bis  rated,  approved,  or  defended:  they  said  that 

life  in  some  dueh,  soon  procured  an  ex-  the  lady,  in  desiring  to  live  witn  her  hus- 

emption  from  further  private  insults.  band,  committed  a  mortal  sin ;  and  finally 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  circum-  exclaimed,  that  if  the  young  couple  did 

stances  had  by  this  time  gone  so  far,  that  not  consent  to  separate,  they  ought  to 

it  was  necessary  for  the  Count  to  explain  be  banished  fhim  a  land  of  piety, 

his  situation  to  his  intended  bride,  and  In  the  faculty  of  Jena  the  matter  was 

her  only  surviving  parent.      How    this  discussed   with    more    mildness.      They 

delicate  task  was  accomplished,  we  are  thought,    however,    that    Sorlisi    should 

left  to  imagine :  but  the  result  is  known  ;  rather  have  married  some  old  woman,  as 

Madame  de  Lichtwer  was  inclined  to  give  it  was  only  society  he  could  have  wanted; 

np  the  match,  but  Dorothea  declared  that  and  they,  therefore,  were  of  opinion,  that 

no  misfortune  could  affect  her  attachment,  a  separation  should  take  place, 

and  that  she  was  determined  to  pass  her  The  Konigsbergfaculty  thought thatsome 

life  with  Sorlisi  under  every  disadvantage,  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  contentment  of 

The  parties    were  now  betrothed    with  the  lady,  and  that  the  parties  should  be 

the  mother's  consent.     How  to  complete  allowed  to  remain  together.    On  the  same 

the  marriage  was  the  question ;  for  al-  principle,  the  faculty  of  Greifswald  opined 

ready  the  theological  faculties  had  taken  that,  as  the  lady  had  got  into  the  scrape 

alarm,  and  murmured  so  loudly  against  with  her  eyes  open,  she  should  abide  by 

the  proposed  scandal,  that  it  was  evident  the  consequences,  though  it  did  not  seem 

no  clergyman  would  venture  to  solemnize  to  them  toamounttoamortal  transgression, 

their  nuptials.  There  were,  besides  these  thundering 

Sorlisi  was  obliged  to  draw  up  his  case,  bodies,  several  individual  skirmi^ers  in 

and  submit  it  to  the  ecclesiastical  consis-  the  field.    A  Dr.  Buheus  took  part  with 

tory  of  Leipsic ;  the  answer  of  the  consis>  Sorlisi,  and  showed  that  there  was  nothing 

tory  was  favourable  and  very  fair,  though  so  very  scandalous  and  alarming  in  the 

founded  on  a  curious  casuistical  distinction,  marriage.    He  censured  the  scandal  that 

It  was  stated  that  the  Count's  impotence  arose  out  of  the  discussions  which  had 

was  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  the  taken  place,  and  proved  on  the  whole,  that 

generative   act^   but  only  the  ejffect :  non  excepting  the  certain  prospect  of  sterility, 

quidem  taUm  impotentlam  et  inhabilHatem  qum  there  was  nothing  to  be  complained  of, 

generationis  actumf  ut  scholastiei  loquuntur,  ted  while  many  Other  matches,   equally  ob- 

gtneratUmis  effeetum  tantum  impedit.  jectionable  in    that  respect,  were    often 

After  considerable  delay,  the  marriage  formed  between  persons  of  very  unequal 

was  at  length  peamitted  to  be  privately  ages. 

performed.    But  the  matter  was  by  no  But  others  maintained  in  round  terms, 

means  suffered  here  to  rest.    The  supreme  that  it  was  a  match  brought  about  by  the 

ecclesiastical  consistory,  which  had  hither.  Devil  himself;  that  it  was  absurd  to  give 

to  taken  no  cognizance  of  the  case,  inter-  more  credit  to  the  fancies  of  a  raw  girl 

posed,  and    demanded  that    the    parties  than  to  the  grave  opinions  of  a  host  of 

should  be  separated.    Madame  de  Sorlisi,  bearded  divines;  and  one  advised  that  the 

too,  who  protested  that  she  would  rather  lovers,  instead  of  being  allowed  to  marry, 

die  than  forsake  her  husband,  was  -inter-  should  have  been  cudgelled  out  of  their  mu- 

dicted  the  sacrament.  tual  affection.    This  last  polemic  literally 

The  various  theological  faculties  of  Ger-  called  out  for  clubs ;  **  ad  baeulum,  ad  baeti- 
many  were  now  consulted ;  and  nothing  lum,  quo  pruritum  extmguite  P* 
could  exceed  the  zeal  of  those  learned  To  conclude  this  che<|uered  history,  the 
bodies  in  dissecting  and  discussing  all  the  Consistory  of  Leipsic,  m  May  1668,  two 
various  distinctions  that  could  be  made  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  pro- 
out  respecting  the  case.  It  would  seem,  in-  ceedings  just  detailed,  fbrmally  declared 
deed,  that  to  counteract  the  practice  of  vice,  that  Uie  marriage  ought  to  be  tolerated, 
they  had  thought  it  necessary  to  be  com.  and  the  parties  freed  from  further  annoy- 
pletely  masters  of  every  vice  in  specula-  ance.  The  Elector,  however,  appended  a 
tion.  clause  to  this  decision,  that  the  case  was 

The  faculty  of  Hasse-Giessen  were  for  not  to  be  made  a  precedent,  and  that  no 

dissolving  the  union  immediately,  for  the  future  indulgence  of  the  same  kind  should 

lady's  saike:    for  they  thought  that  she  be  permitted. 

must  be  tormented  excessively  by  her  bus-  I  shall  only  add  that  this  narrative  was 

band, whom  ^eycompared,in  thelanguage  the  one  on  which  Sterne  so  wittily  found- 

of  St.  Basil,  to  a  bull  with  his  horns  cut  ed  Uncle  Toby's  wound  in  the  groin,  and 

off,  instar  bovis  eui  eamua  tunt  abteinaf  imagi-  the  consequent  doubts  of  Widow  Wadman. 

nem    impetus  fcieere,   incredibilem    vetaniam  But  independently  of  this,  the  distresses 

ipinndo.  of  the  AMard  and  Heloiie  of  OennaDy 
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seemed  deserving  of  being  better  known,  anapbrodisiac  qualities^  or,  as  the  verse 

especially  as  they  constitute  a  decidedly  has  it, — 

medico*  legal  case. 

"  Camphora  per  nare*  castratodore  mares." 

2.  Moral  Causes.  Sir  Thomas  Browne  combats  this  notion 

It  happens  not  unfrequently  that  al-  as  a  vulgar  error. 
though  there  be  no  external  defect  of  struc-  Partial  impotence. — It  is  a  well-known  fact 
tare,still  the  individual  is  really  impotent  that  men  may  become  impotent  with  regard 
In  such  circumstances,  however,  the  inabi-  to  particularfemales,while  with  others  they 
lity  is  generally  functional  and  temporary,  possess  their  full  powers.  The  law  recog. 
The  case  has  oflen  been  quoted,  which  nises  such  a  form  ofinabiIity,which  it  terms 
John  Hanter  relates  in  his  treatise  on  the  impotentia  quoad  hancy  and  a  divorce  was 
Venereal.  A  gentleman  consulted  him,  granted  in  the  Earl  of  Essex's  case  on  this 
complaining  of  absolute  inability  to  have  ground,  Lady  Essex  charging  his  Lordship 
•exiual  intercourse ;  upon  which  the  saga-  with  impotence,  and  he  confessing  him- 
clous  surgeon,  suspecting  the  cause,  as  self  so  with  regard  to  her.  Some  other 
there  was  no  apparent  physical  reason  curious  particulars  connected  with  this 
for  impotence,  made  him  promise  upon  case  I  shall  hereafter  have  to  notice, 
bis  honour  to  pass  six  nights  with  a  The  impotence  ^tiociJ  Aa^ic,  can,  in  gene- 
young  woman,  without  attempting  to  ral,  be  accounted  for;  and  will  probably 
have  any  .  connexion  with  her,  however  be  found  in  must  cases  to  arise  from  one 
strong  might  be  his  desire.  The  spell  or  more  of  the  bad  qualities  summed  up 
was  broken,  the  current  of  the  pa-  by  Baumer  as  the  extinguishers  of  affec> 
tient's  thouffhts  being  changed:  instead  tion — MorosUus,  camemptut,  ira,  tristitia, 
of  anxiety  about  his  supposed  impotence,  corporis  mmundiciet  acfostor,  veiierem  jnimario 
he  soon  began  to  apprehend  that  he  could  supprimunt^ 

not  restrain  himselr  so  as  to  keep  bis  word  A  very  singular  case  was  published  at 

of  honour  passed  to  Mr.  Hunter;  and  Venice,  in  the  year  1815,  and  was  much 

such  proved  to  be  the  case.  discussed  in  the  German  journals  soon 

Fascination,  fear,    aftd  other  affections,  -^  after.      It  was  a  marriage  which  was  dis. 

In  times  of  superstition,  such  a  state  of  solved  the  day  after  it  was  celebrated. 

impotence  wasalwavs  sure  to  be  attributed  The  bride,  a  lady  of  27,  much  admired  for 

to  the  influence  of  magic ;  and  you  will  her  beauty,  was  most  unexpectedly  found 

see  in  Montaigne  what  a  remarkable  cure  to  have  her  person  covered  from  the  breast 

that  acute  essa^rist  effected  on  a  friend  of  to  the  knees  with  a  profusion  of  black, 

his,  by  supplying  him  with  a  pretended  thick,  and  bristly  hair :  she  was,  in  fact» 

counter.charm.      Cases    also  have   often  compared  to  a  black  poodle  in  those  parts: 

been  met  with,  in  which    the   doubt   oif  and  it  was  held  to  be  a  su$cicnt  ground 

impotence  has  led  to  the  fact,  and  the  of  divorce. 

unfortunate    dupes  of  their   own  suspi-  ^  A  remarkable  blunder,  which  had  well 

dons  have  sought  a  termination  of  their  ulgh  been  attended  with  serious  conse- 

distresses  in  suicide.    On  the  other  hand,  quences,  was  once  committed  in  our  eccle- 

excessive  desire  is  a  frequent  cause  of  ina-  siastical  courts,  by  the  authorities  there 

bility ;  but  it  seldom  lasts  long,  and  can  pronouncing  too  absolutely  in  a  question 

prove  but  a  temporary  impediment.  of  impotence.    This  was  in  the  case  of 

Habits  and  modes  of  /ivitt^.— Certain  ha-  one  Bury,  who  was  divorced  a  oincu/o  matrix 

bitSy  such  ^  frequent   intoxication,  and  montiforfrigidjty  or  <*  perpetual  impotency 

vicious    indulgences    of    various    kinds,  of  generation."    He  afterwards  married 

often    produce    such     a    want    of    ner-  another  wife,  and  had  children  by  her; 

vons  energy,  and  so  debilitating  an  effect  upon  which  it  was  urged  that  the  church 

on  both  mmd  and  body,  as  to  render  the  having  been  evidently  deceived,  the  dl- 

individual  incapable  of  exercising  the  ge-  vorce  thereupon  was  null ;  and  if  so,  that 

Iterative  function.    Strong  narcotics,  also,  the  second  marriage  was  unlawful,  and 

Mwh  as  opium  and  tobacco,  and  according  the  issue  illegitimate.    But  the  courts  of 

to  ■ome-—Metzg^r  among  the  number — oof'  common    law   decided,  that    since  there 

fee,  when  taken  immoderately,  are  said  to  had  been    a  divorce    for    impotence,    it 

haTetbe  same  effect    An  odd  story  is  told  was  clear  that  each    parly   might  law- 

bj  Murray,  in  his  il/9Mra(ufMerftcominuin,  of  fully     marry    again;     and    though     it 

one  of  the  wives  of  the  Sultan  Mahmud,  should  be  aUow^  that  by  reason  of  the 

whoy  on  looking  out  of  her  window  one  error  of  the  church,  the  second  marriai^ 

daj»  taw  some  grooms  proceeding  to  cas-  was    voidable,  yet  till  it    were  actually 

timte  a  fine  horse:  she  called  aloud  to  made  void,  it  remoined  a  marriage,  and  tlie 

them  to  forbear,  and  to  give  the  animal  issue  were  to  be  deemed  unlawful. 

cwfis,  for  she  had  observed  the  effects  of  Similar  cases  have  occurred  on  the  con- 

tCit  befcrage  upon  her  husband !     Cam-  tinent,  and  have  led  to  much  casuistic^ 

pbor  alM>  was  long  believed  to  possess  discussion,— perhaps  also  to  some  scandal. 
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A  grand  controversy   was,  whether  a    so  imminent,  that  I  ahould  heaitate  in 
man,  who  had  been  divorced  for  impotence    havine    recourse  to   that  operation  in 
through  sorcery,  and  had  married  again     any  similar  case.— I  am,  sir, 
and  had  children,  might,  on  the  death  of  Your  obedient  servant, 

the  second  wife,  be  claimed  by  the  first?  Henry  Bullock. 

The    canonisU    thundered  against    each        ^^  Thomas's  HosylUl, 
other,  as  they  took  different  sides  of  the  jjot.  14, 1886. 

question.     In  truth,  ever  since  Sanchez 

wrote  his  great  work,  d«  Matrhnonio,  the  Case  l.^^Poisoning  by  Opium. 

discuMion  of  all  possible  cases  in  which  g  ^^  ^  jj  21  years  of  age,  and  of 
capability  may  exist  at  one  time  and  im-  J^**"  u  -uk  «•/  k^»»kr  ;«««  Qt 
potence  it  another,  has  been  a  favourite  ^J^ust  bedth,  was  brought  into  St. 
SccupaUon  of  the  casuists;  and  it  is  said  Thomas's  HospiUl  at  four  o  clock  in  the 
that  some  of  their  refined  hypotheses  never  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  Oct.  6,  l«36, 
entered  into  the  imagination  of  any  other  having  taken  an  ounce  of  laudanum 
people  in  the  world,  than  themselves.  two  hours  previously. 

It  was  stated,  that  half  an  hour  afler 
■  —     Bbe  had  drunk  it  she  complained  of  sick- 

ness and  of  excessive  thirst;    that  at 
CASES  OF  POISONING  length   she  became  drowsy,  and  ulti- 

^y  mately  insensible.    On  being  taken  to 

the   wu^  she  lay  comatose,  with  her 
OPIUM,  AND  BY  BELLADONNA,      pupils  contracted  and  insensible  to  light, 

Ler  countenance  Itvid,  her  respiration 
-^—  slow,  almost  imperceptible ;  the  surface 

rw,     1    T^ .-.       /•  .1.    »>r  J-    f  ^      M.       of  her  body  cold,  and  her  pulse  slow 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,     ^^j  f^|,i^  .-'^nj  ^,|,at  ^^  remarkable, 

^  was  the  great  relaxation  of  the  muscu- 

^^*'  lar  system. 
Two  cases  of  poisoning  by  laudanum  Her  stomach  was  immediately  emp- 
having  recently  been  l)rought  to   St.  tied  by  means  of  the  stomach-pump,  and 
Thomas's  Hospital  within  twenty-four  then  washed  out  by  the  repeated  injection 
hours  of  each  other,  and  as  the  parties  of  large  quantities  of  warm  water.     An 
were  nearly  equal  in  age,  and  similar  in  emetic  dose  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  was 
physical  power,  while  the  quantity  of  next  given,  which  excited  vomiting  se- 
the  opiate  they  had  taken,  and  also  the  yeral  times.      She   was  then  maoe  to 
time  that  elapsed  before  they  were  sub-  walk  round  the  squares  of  the  hospital, 
mitted  to  meaical  treatment,  was  almost  supported  by  two  men,  resting  at  inter- 
precisely  the  same,  it  was  thought  that  yais.    At  seven  o'clock  we  were  grati- 
so  fair  an  opportunity  for  determining  fied  by  her  becoming  sensible,  when  she 
the  effects  of  bleeding  in   these  cases  complained   of  headache,  of  lassitude, 
ought  not  to  be  neglected.     The  cases,  and  of  drowsiness.     Twelve  o'clock  ar- 
tberefore,  were  treated  alike  in  every  rived,  and  as  the  symptoms  remained 
respect,  with  the  exception  that  one  was  much  the  same,  she  was  bled  to  twelve 
bled,  while  in  the  other  that  operation  ounces,  and   a  mustard  cataplasm  ap- 
was  omitted.     From  the  narration  of  the  plied  to   the   stomach,  wbicn   had   no 
cases,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter  re-  sooner  drawn,  than  the  same  forced  acti- 
covered   in   a  much  shorter  time,  and  vity  was  directed  to  be  continued,  while 
with  fewer  distressing  symptoms,  than  lemon-juice  and  strong  coffee  were  ad- 
the  former;  a  fact  which,  although  it  ministered  at  short  intervals.    The  pa- 
might  have  been  predicated  from  the  tient  was  in  this  manner  kept  moving 
l^nown  laws  of  poisons,  remained  still  to  for  twelve  hours,  when  all  the  symp- 
be  proved  by  experiment;  and  as  the  toms  of  poisoning  having  subsided,  I 
cases  in  this  point  of  view  are  import-  allowed  her  to  go  to  bed,  with  mustard 
ant,  I  shall  feel  obli^  by  your  giv-  cataplasms  place'd  on  her  feet  as  a  pre- 
ing   them  insertion    m  your  valuable  cautionary  measure, 
journal.                                           ^  On  Thursday  she  had  some  refresb- 
I  inclose  also  a  case  of  poisoning  by  ing  sleep,  but  as  late  as  Friday  she  com- 
belladonna,  in  which  the  little  patient  plained  of  headache,  was  feverish,  and 
was  bled  ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  afler  her  tongue  was  dry,  while  the  pupil  was 
the    bleeding  her  recovery  was  very  but  slightlv  actea  upon  by  light.    On 
doubtful,  and  that  the  symptoms  were  Saturday,  however,  the  symptoms  con- 
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siderably  abated,  so    that  ou   Monday    years  since,  it  was  received  as  a  sfeneral 
the  left  the  hospital  quite  well.  principle,   and   consUntly   acted  upon. 

This  doctrine,    however,  having  been 
Case  11,— PoUmiing  hy  Opium.  lately  considered  untenable,  and  at  vari- 

Jane  Morgan,  20  years  of  age,  a  ance  with  all  the  known  laws  of  the  ac- 
strong  and  eanally  healthy  person  with  tion  of  remedies  upon  the  system,  and 
Sarah  Todd,  m  a  fit  of  jealousy,  took  an  bleeding  consequently  suspended,  the 
ounce  of  laudanum  at  1 1  o^clock  on  results  have  been  infinitely  more  success- 
Thursday  morning,  October  6th,  1836.  ful,  and  the  convalescence  completed 
Aboat  an  hour  and  three  quarters  afler>  within  a  much  shorter  time. 
wards  she  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  I  would  not  be  understood  to  intimate 
when  it  was  stated  £at  almost  immedi-  that  bleeding  in  all  cases  in  which 
tttely  after  having  taken  the  opium,  she  opium  has  been  taken  is  prejudicial,  or 
complained  of  headache,  but  subse-  inadmissible,  but  as  these  cases  singu- 
quently  she  fell  into  a  stupor,  and  at  the  larly  illustrate  the  great  principle,  that 
tune  I  saw  her,  she  was  completely  in-  bleeding  is  not  the  rule  of  treatment 
sensible  and  comatose,  with  her  eves  when  the  system  is  under  the  influence 
£xed,  the  pupils  contracted,  and  alto-  of  poison,  I  have  thought  that  the  pub- 
gether  unafleeted  by  light ;  her  breath-  lication  of  these  might  induce  others  to 
ing*  was  also  slow  and  stertorQUs,  her  abandon,  in  similar  instances,  the  use  of 
poise  feeble,  scarcely  to  be  felt,  the  the  lancet,  and  to  report  the  results. 
sorfiice  of  the  body  cold,  her  countenance 

bloated,  and  no  stimulus  I   could  em-  Poisoning  hy  Belladonna. 

iJby  had  any  effect  in   arousing  her.  Septembier  23,   1836.  —  Ann  Forth, 

Without  loss  of  time,  T  introduced  the    a  girl  nine  years  of  age,  was  brought 
atomach-pump,  evacuated  the   contents    to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  at  night,  by  her 
ofthe  stomach,  and  cleansed  it  by  means    parents,  who  stated  that  she  had  been 
pf  repeated  injections  of  warm  water ;    poisoned  by  belladonna,  having,  in  the 
eopioos  vomiting  was  next  produced  by    evening,   ate  portions  of  the  bark,  and 
a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  and    masticated  the  root  of  that  plant.     Two 
this  having  subsided,  she  was,  as  in  the    hours  after,  she  was  taken  with  a  feeling 
former  case,  kept  constantly  moving,  by    of  sickness,  a  loathing  of  food,  a  dis- 
the  assistance  of  two  men.    At  8  o'clock    tressing  sense  of  lassitude,  and  dryness 
she  had  become  so  far  sensible  as  to  re-    of  the  throat.    At  nine  o'clock,  or  four 
cognize  her  friends,  and  to  be  able  to    hours  after  the  accident,  delirium  came 
speak,    though    still    overpowered    by    on,  which  lasted  about  an  hour,  and  was 
sleep,  and  suffering  intense  headache  :    succeeded  by  an  irregular  convulsive  ac- 
a  mustard  cataplasm  was  then  applied    tion   of   the    whole    muscular    system. 
to  the  epigastrium,  and    immeaiately    About  this  period  T  saw  her,  when  she 
afterwards    directions    were    given    to    was  in  a  state  of  complete  insensibility, 
make  her  drink  freely  of  strong  coffee    approaching  to  coma  ;  her  face  was  dis- 
and  acids,  and  to  persevere  with   the    torted  and  nallid ;  her  eyes  protruded 
same  forced   exercise.     At   12  o'clock    and  suffuse<^  the  lids  separated,  the  pu- 
tbese  means  had  been  so  far  successful,    pils  fully  dilated,  and  scarcely  affected 
that  she  was  perfectly  sensible ;  and  as    by   the   action  of  light ;   whilst    there 
all  the  urgent  svmptoms,  except  severe    were  frequent  convulsions  of  the  mus- 
beadache,  had  disappeared,  she  was  put    cles  of  the  face,  as  well  as  of  the  extre- 
to  bed,  and  mustard  poultices  ordered    mities,  for  the  angles  of  the  mouth  were 
to  the  feet.     During  the  night  she  slept    retracted   and  agitated  ;  the  lower  jaw 
bat  little,  and  on  Fridaj  morning  she    was  alternately    fixed   and   trembling. 
expressed  herself  as  being  ouite  reco-     In  addition  to  tnese striking  phenomena, 
▼ered.      Certainly  not  a  single  distress-    the  sdriace  of  the  body  was  cold   and 
ing  symptom  remained,  for  even  the  iris    clammy,  the  pulse  small,  rapid,  and  in- 
acted  well;  she  left  the  hospital,  quite    termittent,  and  she  had  sunk  into  a  state 
well,  on  Tuesday.  of  lethargy  so  absolute  that  it  was  ini- 

Many  physicians  have  advocated  the  possible  to  rouse  her.  Assisted  by  my 
treatment  by  bleeding,  and  sneak  of  its  friend,  Mr.  Stone,  of  Christ's  Hospital, 
universal  success.  Formerly,  within  the  stomach-pump  waii  immediately  em- 
my  own  recollection,^  bleeding  was  the  ployed,  warm  water  plentifully  injected, 
practice  of  this  hospital ;  and  I  am  in-  and  the  contents  of  the  stomach  in  this 
formed,  on  good. authority,  that  some    manner  removed.    This  was  no  sooner 
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effected  thao  an  emetic  dose  of  sulphate  gists  not  to  neglect  tbe  study  of  compa- 

of  zinc  was  injected  into  the  stomach,  rative  anatomy ;  and  afler  this  salutary 

and  the  treatment  was  so  successful  that  advice,  proceeds,  with   much   compla- 

the   convulsions  subsided    previous    to  cency,  to  state  that  a  peculiar  distnba- 

withdrawing    the  tube.     Enemata  of  tion  of  the  nerves  in  the  orbit  of  certain 

warm  water  were  now  administered,  a  of  our  domestic  animals,  has  been  en-* 

mustard  plaster  applied  to  the  nape  of  tirely  overlooked  by  the  modem  writers 

the  neck,  and  I  directed  that  she  should  who  have  treated  of  these  nerves.    Upoo 

be  sharply  shaken  and  be  kept  in  con-  this  ground  he  makes  sundry  reflections 

stant  motion   about  the  sq.uares  of  the  on  the  inconrenieuce  of  proposing  tfaeo- 

hospital ;  lemon-juice  and  water  being  ries  which  do  not  admit  of  general  ap- 

freely  supplied   her.    By  one  o'clock,  plication,  and  even  calls  upon  us  to  re^ 

A.M.,  the  cnild  having  frequently  vomit*  ject  every  explanation  of  the  uses  of  the 

ed,   had    decidedly  less    stupor;    and  nerves  in  the  orbit  that  has  hitherto  been 

although    almost    overpowered   by  the  started. 

tendency  to  sleep,  yet  the  iris  acts  per-  One  would  naturally  conceive,  that 

ceptibly  on    the  impression    of  light,  before  coming  forward  with  such  sweep-* 

The  unfavourable  symptoms  were,  her  ing  denunciations  of  neglect  and  error, 

pulse  continuing  intermittent,  though  of  Mr.  Tbumam  would  have  taken  some 

more  volume  Uian  before ;  the  aivine  pains  to  become  acquainted  with  the 

evacuations  and  urine  passing  involun-  works  of  the  authors  whose  opinions  he 

tarily.  criticises.    The  fact  in  comparative  ana* 

4  A.M.^Has   continued  to  improve,  tomy  which  he  announces  m  this  osten- 

and  attempts  to  answer  questions ;  com-  tatious  manner,  is  the  distribution  of  the 

plains  of  headache,  and  of  total  blind-  sixth  pair  of  nerves  in  quadrupeds  to 

ness  ;  pulse  1 12,  regular,  and  stronger,  the  conoid  or   retractor   muscle— that 

The  power  of  recognition  having   re-  muscle  which,  arising  at  the  back  of  the 

turned,  she  was  now  bled  to  six  ounces,  orbit,  embraces  the  optic  nerve,  and  is 

mustard  cataplasms  applied  to  the  legs,  attached  to  the  posterior  part  of  the  eye* 

and  the  same  forced  activity  to  be  con-  ball.    Mr.  Thumam  informs  us  that  one 

tinued  ;  for  so  imperative  was  the  dis-  W^^t  authority  on  the  nervous  system, 

position  to  sleep,  that,  if  allowed  to  re-  Willis  (from  whom  we  continue  to  take 

main  quiet  only  for  a  minute  she  fell  our  nomenclature  of  the  nerves),  was 

down   m  a  profound  sleep.    At  8  a.m.  familiarly  acquainted  with  this  distri*. 

she   was  ouite  sensible,  able  to  walk  bution ;  but  he  asserts  that  the  fact  was 

alone,  and  ner  eye  being  less  prominent,  completely  lost  sight  of  b^  subsequent 

and   the  pupil  sufficiently  obedient  to  anatomists  and  physiologists ;   and  he 

the  action  ot  light,  the  power  of  vision  claims  some  credit,  it  would  appear,  for 

was  restored,  though  she  saw  but  dimly,  having  revived  our  knowledge  on  this 

As  she  had  now  been  in  a  state  of  con-  point.    One  of  the  gentlemen  whom  he 

stant  motion  for  fourteen  hours,  she  was  singles  out  in  particular,  as  having  been 

permitted  to  go  to  bed,  with  mustard  guilty  of  the  negligence  imputed    to 

plasters  applied  to  the  feet,  and  an  ape-  physiologists  generafly,  is  Sir  Charles 

rient  medicine.     From  this  period  to  the  Bell ;  and  from  the  short  and  positive 

time  of  her  leaving  the  hospital,  on  the  manner  in  which  he  dismisses  this  au^ 

8th  of  October,  she  gradually  recovered ;  thor's  reasonings  on  the  nenres  within 

making  occasional  complaints  of  head-  the  orbit,  we  should  be  led  to  conjecture 

ache,  soreness  of  the  eyes,  and  intole-  that    Mr.  Thumam  had    perused    his 

ranee  of  lieht;    which,    however,    at  works  with  the  greatest  attention.    Now 

length  ceased.  it  may  astonish  your  readers  to  learn, 

that  although  Sir  Charles  Bell's  writ- 

r  iugs  are  thus  held  up  to  view  as  based 

ON  THE  NERVES  WITHIN  THE  ^^  imperfect  observations,  they  contain, 

ORBIT.  nevertheless,  an  accurate  statement  otf 

the  fact  to  which  so  great  importance  is 

attached;  and.not  only  is  the  distribu- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^^^^  '^^  Question  conspicuously  brought 

^  forward  by  the  author,  as  harmonizing 

^^^>  with  his  other  views,  in  no  less  than 

In  the  communication  by  Mr.  Thumam  two  of  his  best-known  works,  viz.  the 

of  last  week,  he  admonishes  pbysiolo-  **  System  of  Anatomy**  (vol.  li.  p.  504), 
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and   the  **  Neiront  Sjrstem"  (p.  215),  muscles,  but  bj  the  two  eye-lids  also, 

hat  to  shew  hovr  he  estimated  the  fact,  which  could  close  upon  the  eye,   and 

it  is  made  the  foundation  of  an  origfinal  hold  it  in,  if  ever  the  necessity  arose  for 

theory,  of  which  Mr.  Thumam  proves  preventing  its  dropping  out* !     In  token 

himself  entirely  ignorant,  to  explain  of  his  admiration  of  this  notable  theory, 

why  the  sixth    nerve   in  man  should  Mr.  Tbumam  speaks   always  of  this 

supply  the  ahdacens  muscle  of  the  eye  muscle  as  the  '*  suspensory"  muscle. 

ezdnsivdy.  I  have  tbe  honour  to  be, 

I  may  remark,  in  addition,  that  it  is  Your  obedient  servant, 

acknowledged J>y  Sir  Charles  Bell  that  Alexander  Shaw. 

^«  ®J^«^'<>»  '^•^    obtained    by  him  Middlesex  HospiUl  Medld  School, 

from  Wiliis,  whose  character  as  an  accu-  Not.  14, 1886. 
rate  anatomist  he  takes  the  opportunity 

of  praising  in  the  highest  terms.  

it  is  not,  I  presume,  expected  that  I  _    .. 

should  her^  enter  int^  an  explanation  REMUNERATION  OF  MEDICAL 

of  the  theory  alluded  to,  as  proposed  hw  WITNESSES. 

Sir  Charles  Bell,   in  connexion  with  

this  piece  of  anatomy.    J  have  done 

enough  in  shewing  that,  contrary  to  Mr.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazeitt, 

Tfaumam*8  representations,  he  has  not  _ 

altogether   neglected  the  comparative  ^^^* 

anatomy  of  the  eye.    I  might,  indeed.  The  particulars  of  the  accompanying 

prove,  that  so.  far  from  such  being  tbe  medico-legal  case  were  furnished  to  me 

case,  he  has  gone  further  into  the  in-  by  a  friend,  who  acted  as  witness  on  the 

qniriea  bearing  upon  this  subject  than  occasion.     I  have  appended  to  it  a  few 

was    contemplated    by    this  ingenious  remarks  on  tbe  remuneration   of  wit- 

oomparative    anatomist   himself      Let  nesses,    which    may   possibly    interest 

me  ask,  why  has  Mr.  Tbumam  never  those  of  your  readers  who  are  engaged 

once  allodea    to    the    mechanism    for  in  the  practice  of  medical  jurisprudence. 

protruding  the  third  eye-lid,  or  how,  in  I  am,  sir, 

those  animals  that  possess  the  retractor  Your  obedient  servant, 

muscle,  and  to  which  the  sixth  pair  is  Alfred  S.  Taylor, 

distmbuted  ?     Does  he  know  that  quad-  Lecturer  on^Med.  Jun  md  ChemUtry 

ntpeds  have  a  third  eye-lid  ?    By  ne-  ^^^  j^  ^^^           °    "^  *    ***^ 

glecting  this  apparatus,  nothing  can  be  ' 

conceived  more  fanciful  or  absurd  than  a  coroner's  inquest  was  held,  a  few 

the  use  which  he  has  attributed  to  the  months  since,  upon  the  body  of  a  child, 

retractor  muscle ;  following,  I  ought  to  ^^hich  was  found    under  such  circum- 

say,  the  authonty  of  Willis.    It  may^  stances  as  to  lead  to  the  suspicion  that 

^'ff'J^  v^?**®  just  to  recommend  a  bad  been  murdered  at  its  birth.   There 

this  oM  English  anatiHnist  for  tbe  accn-  was  no  evidence  to  support  the  charge 

racT  of  his  anatomy;  but  It  was  scarcely  of  infanticide  against  tbe  mother;  but 

to  he  expected  that,  m  the  present  day,  there  were  reasons  to  believe  that  she 

he  would   be  readily  accepted  as  an  had  concealed  the  birth,  and  had  thereby 

aotboruy  m  physiology.    What,  then,  rendered  herself  indictable  for  a  misde- 

is  tbe  opinion  that  Willis  entertained  mponnr     tKa  inr^  rotnmMl  «  v^^nl^Af 


opinion  tnai  wiiiis  entertained    meanor.    Tbe  jury  returned  a  verdict 


considered  that  as  this  muscle  is  found  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  depositions, 

in  animals  which  feed  with  their  heads  taken  before  him,  to  a  police  magistrate, 

hanging  low,  it  was  added  for  the  sake  The  different  witnesses,  including  tbe 

•f  retaining  the  eye-ball  securely  in  the  gentleman  who  bad  ably  conducted  the 

sockei-for  prevenung  the  gtebe  of  the  medico-legal  investigation,  were  subse- 

eye  slipping  bolt  out,  when  these  ani-  quendy  examined  by  the  magistrate, 

mab  were  grazing ;  an  accident  which 

be  SUppoaed  was  likely  to  occur,  even  •  Observare  est  quod  qnadmpedefl,  qui  oculoe 

although  this  organ  is  held  in  its  place,  in  terram  pronoe  ac  penouloe  gerunt,  moaculam 

«>welnow.  not  only  bjr  means  of  the  ^•i'•pSST."S'«^?^iUta'ort^ZJ"dllrti 

optK  ncire,  and  the  fi>ar  stroDff  ivcti  aptBiitt,Mi«t«nuiiir.— »fiM<(. 
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and  were  by  him  bound  in  the  usual  re-  been  stolen;  assaults  upon  peace  officers 

cog^nizances  to  prefer  a  bill  of  indict-  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  &c. ;  as- 

ment  against  the  prisoner  at  the  sessions,  saults  committed  in  pursuance  of  any 

The  case  was  soon  afterwards    tried,  conspiracy  to  raise  the  rate  of  wa^^^s ; 

and   the  prisoner  was  acquitted,  some  knowingnr  and   designedly    obtaining 

circumstantial  points  having  been  ad-  property  by  false  pretences ;  wilful  and 

duced  in  her  favour.'  indecent  exposure   of  the  person  ;  wil. 

On  the  medical  witness  applying  to  ful  and  corrupt  perjury  ;  subornation  of 

the  court  for  remuneration  for  his  trouble  peijury.     The  only  two  cases  in  the 

and  loss  of  time,  he  was  informed  that  above  list  which  are  likely  to  require 

it  had  no  power  to  order  payment  of  professional    testimony,    are  — assaults 

expenses  in  that  particular  mis<Jemcanor.  with  intent  to  commit  felony,  and  at- 

He  was  then  referred  to  the  act,  7  Geo.  tempts  to  commit  felony ;  and  in  these, 

IV.  c.  64.  8.  23,  which  allows  the  pay-  it  must  be  remembered,  a  witness  is  not 

ment  of  expenses  to  prosecutors  and  entitled  to  any  remuneration   for  the 

witnesses  only  in  certain  misdemeanors  evidence  which  he  may  give  before  a 

there    enumerated:    **  concealment  of  magistrate.    Besides,  whatever  trouble 

birth"  is  not  among  them.  ana  inconvenience  he  may  be  exposed 

The  injustice  to  which  the  witness  to,  should  the  prosecutor  remove  toe  in- 
was  subjected  in  this  case  will  appear  dictment  by  certiorari  into  the  King's 
more  striking,  when  it  is  considered —  Bench,  and  the  case  be  tried  at  Nisi 
that  he  had  already  conducted  a  trouble-  Pnus,  he  is  not  entitled  under  this  sta- 
some  investigation  before  the  coroner,  tute  to  any  fee  even  for  his  evidence  at 
having  inspected  the  body  of  the  child,  the  trial  of  the  prisoner*, 
and  performed  the  usual  experiments  to  The  refusal  of  his  expenses  to  a^ne- 
determine  whether  it  had  respired  or  dical  witness  attending  before  an  exa- 
not,  for  which,  by  6  and  7  Will.  IV.  mining  magistrate  to  ^ive  evidence  in  a 
c.  89,  s.  5,  he  being  connected  with  a  case  of  misoemeanor,  is  as  much  a  mat- 
parochial  infirmary,  and  the  case  being  ter  of  specific  injustice,  as  it  was  for- 
a  parish  case,  could  receive  no  remu*  merly,  in  the  case  of  his  attendance 
ration  ; — that  he  had  afterwards  to  ap-  before  a  coroner.  The  wilfully  throw- 
pear  and  confirm  his  evidence  before  the  ing  of  sulphuric  acid  or  other  corrosive 
police  magistrate,  for  which,  even  had  substances,  on  the  person,  is,  for  exam- 
the  misdemeanor  been  one  of  those  pie,  a  misdemeanor  (in  England)  which 
named  in  the  statute  7  Geo.  IV.  c.  64,  might  require  as  careful  a  chemical 
he  could  have  received  no  fee,  since  analysis,  on  the  part  of  a  practitioner, 
sec.  23  positively  forbids  the  payment  before  a  prisoner  could  be  committed  by 
of  expenses  and  compensation  to  wit-  a  magistrate,  as  any  case  of  fatal  poi- 
uesses,  for  attendance  before  the  exa-  soning  falling  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
mining  magistrate; — and  that  subse-  a  coroner.  On  what  principle,  there- 
quently,  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  time  and  fore,  does  this  statute  prohibit  the  pay- 
personal  convenience,  he  was  compelled  ment  of  expenses  to  witnesses,  witoout 
to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  the  trial  any  reservation  in  favour  of  those  whose 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  sessions,  where  time  is  so  oflen,  in  other  ways,  gratui- 
he  had  to  learn  the  existence  of  this  tously  sacrificed  to  the  public  crocMl  ? 
casus  omissus  in  the  statute.  There  are  other  misdemeanors,  altogc- 

It  appears  to  me  that  we  have  here  ther  omitted  by  this  statute,  in  which, 

an    instance    of    defective    legislation  as    in    the    case    of  "  concealment  of 

which  must  oflen  press  particularly  hard  birth,**  a  practitioner  must  give  his  pro- 

upon  members  of  the  profession,  and  a  fessional  testimony  before  a  magistrate, 

grievance  which  ougnt,  as  a  matter  of  and  at  the  sessions,  without,  in  either 

common  justice,  to  be  speedily  removed,  case,  receiving  any  fee  or  remuneration 

For  the  information  of  those  practi-  whatever, 

tioncrs  who  may  not  have  the  statute  In  charges  of  felony  before  a  magis- 

by  them,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  fol-  trate,  a  medical  witness  is,  by  sec.  22, 

lowing  are  the  misdemeanors  for  which  entitled  to  his  expenses  for  attendance 

alone  the  expenses  of  witnesses  are  al-  at  the  examination,  provided  he  obtains 

lowed : — ^Assaults  with  intent  to  commit  a  certificate  from  the  magistrate  before 

felony ;  attempts  to  commit  felony ;  riots ;    ___^ '. 

misdemeanors     for     receWingr     stolen  ,  B,,,.j.h„^,  r.„j„,  ,„    xrchboW. 

property,  knowing   the  same  to  nave  crUa,  nntiag,  140. 


DR.  GREENHQW  ON  THE  USES  OF  ALOES.  269 

ibe  trial ;  but  the  g^nting  of  this  certi-  become  too  commonly  the  case,  without 

ficate  is  left  optional  with  the  mag*!?-  the  knowledge  or  supervision  of  a  medi- 

trate.     Here  is  a  very  singular  legal  cal  man,  the  non-medical  part  of  the 

distinction.     To  the  medical  practitioner  community  being  little  aware  that  any 

it  can  matter  but   little  whether  the  ill  effects  can  attend  the  use  of  a  remedy 

crime  of  which  the  prisoner,  against-  so  universally  employed, 

whom  he  appears,  is  accused,  be  a  fe-  Medical  writers  describe  aloes  to  be  a 

lony  or  a  misdemeanor :  the  sacrifice  of  stimulating  cathartic   bitter,  which   is 

time  on  his  part,  and  the  knowledge  said  to  act  by  increasing  the  muscular 

required  for   conducting    the    medico-  or  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines; 

legfal  investigation,  will  be  much  the  but  it  evidently  acts  also  by  irritating 

same  in  the  two  cases.    Indeed,  the  at-  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines, 

tendance  before  a  magistrate  in  a  mis-  and  producing  a  larger  secretion  ;   this 

demeanor,  may  oflen  give  rise  to  more  is  manifest  from  the  large  quantity  of 

trouble  than  in  felony ;  and  yet  the  law  mucus  often  passed  with  the  evacuations 

decrees  remuneration    to  the  witness,  when  aloetic  aperients  have  been  ezhi- 

not  according  to  the  trouble  incurred,  bited.    Authors  differ   considerably  as 

but  according  to  the  degree  of  crime  of  to  the  doses  which  ought  to  be  given  ; 

which  a  prisoner  may  have  been  guilty !  Lewis  mentions  5ss.,  or  9ij.,  when  we 

It  would  be  occupying  too  much  of  wish  to  purge  effectually :  "  at  the  same 

your  valuable  space  to  pursue  this  sub-  time,"  he  says,  '*  it  occasions  commonly 

ject  further;  but  I  thinlc  these  observa-  great    irritation   about  the   anus,    and 

tions  will  suffice  to  show  that  some  ad-  sometimes  a   discharge  of  blood ;"  he 

ditional   legal  provisions  ought  to  be  then  goes  on  to  say,  *'  in  smaller  doses, 

made,  to  remove  what  must  be  regarded  as  ten  or  twelve  grains  repeated  once  or 

as  an  oppressive  evil.  twice  a  day,  it  not  only  unloads  the 

first  passages,  but  attenuates  and  dis- 

-* solves   viscid    humours  in  the  remote 

parts,  warms  the  habit,  ouickens  the 

^^  ^^^  circulation,  and  promotes  the  menstrual 

USES  AND  ABUSES  OF  ALOES.  and  hoemorrhoidal  fluxes:  its  continued 

____  use  renders  the   blood  sensibly    more 

fluid,  as  appears  on  venesection.   Cullen 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  gays,  it  empties  the  great  intestines,  and 

^  it  is  remarkable  it  does  this  in  a  very 

'                                  .  small  dose.     I  have  known  innumera- 

When  you  can  afford  space  m  your  ex-  ble  instances  of  persons  who  very  con- 

cellent  loumal,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  stoutly  obtained  this  effect  from  one  or 

your  admitting  the  following  observa-  two  grains  of  aloes.    Paris  stotes  the 

tions  on  the  use  and  abuse  of  aloes.  dose  to  be  from  five  to  fifteen  grains, 

I  remain,  sir,  and  says,  no  greater  effect  is  produced 

Your  obedient  servant,  by  a  large  dose,  than  by  one  compara- 

Edward  Greenhow,  M.D.  tively  moderate.    Brande  stotes  the  dose 

North  Shield!,  Not.  8, 1836.  to  be  from  two  to  ten  or  fifteen  grains. 

Pereira  says,  **  token  internally  in  small 

There  is  no  substonce  which  enters  so  doses,  aloes  acts  as  a  tonic  to  the  ali- 

largely  into  the  composition  of  aperient  men tory  canal,  assisting  the  digestive 

medicines,  as  aloes,  and  none,  perhaps,  process,    strengthening    the    muscular 

for  which  we  should  find  it  so  difficult  fibres,  and  promoting  the  secretions,  es- 

to  procure  a  substitute,  the  dose  required  peciallv  that  of  the  liver,  which  organ 

being  so  minute,  that  it  is  readily  admi-  it  is  thought  specifically  to  influence: 

nistered  in  a  small  bulk ;  and  ito  action  in  large  doses  it  acto  as  a  purgative."    I 

being  confined  to  the  large  intestines,  will  now  detoil  the  result  of  my  own 

little  or  no  derangement  of  the  alimen-  observations  during  several  years,   in 

tary  canal  is  occasioned  by  ito  opera-  a  great  number  of  cases,  in  which  aloes 

tion :   such  at  least  is  the  case   when  was  given  in   every  variety  of  dose ; 

used  with  discretion ;  but  I  am  prepared  and  I  have  almost  uniformly  found  that 

to  shew  that  great  and  serious  mischief  rery  small  doses  have  answered  all  the 

oflen  resulto  from  the  inordinate,  or  too  purposes  to  be  obtained  by  ito  use,  viz. 

long-continued  use  of  aloes,  more  parti-  substontial  feculent  evacuations,  attend- 

cularly  when  token  habitually,  as  has  ed  by  little  or  no  irritotion ;  and  for  tbb 
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purpose  from  two  to  five  grains  will  be  table  extract,  as  gentian,  or  cbamomile. 
found  sufficient :  when  administered  in  Soap  is  objectionable,  as  impairing  its 
larger  doses,  it  is  apt  to  occasion  gn'p-  purgative  powers ;  so  also  do  the  aro- 
ing,  beat  about  the  anus,  and,  if  long  ma  tic  oils  to  a  certain  extent;  and  al- 
concinued,  haemorrhoids;  it  also  loses  kaliea  are  said  to  have  a  similar  ten- 
its  effect  of  properly  emptying  the  large  dency.  One  or  two  grains  of  ipecacu- 
intestines,  producing  frequent  small  anba  combined  with  each  dose  of  aloes, 
evacuations,  consisting  principally  of  has  the  effect  of  diminishing,  or  often  of 
mucus,  and  attended  with  tenesmus,  altogether  removing,  its  irritating  effect 
the  abdomen  being  at  the  same  time  upon  the  anus;  and  many  persons  la- 
distended  and  tender,  the  patient  com-  booring  under  piles  are  not  only  able  to 
plaining  that  "  bis  bowels  feel  as  if  take  it  in  this  way  with  impunity,  but 
scraped  ;"  the  pulse  is  sensibly  quicken-  with  advantage. 

ed,  and  a  sense  of  constriction  is  felt  When  aloes  produces  griping,  it  may 
about  the  bead.  generally  be  remedied  by  the  addition  of 
The  long-continued  use  of  aloetic  a  few  grains  of  henbane  extract,  or  ex- 
aperients  has  a  tendency  to  produce  tract  of  bops:  the  latter  will  be  found 
emaciation,  and  their  action  upon  the  preferable  m  most  cases  of  dyspepsia, 
bowels  becomes  capricious  and  uncer-  The  effect  of  aloes  is  increased  by  com- 
tain,  sometimes  failing  to  produce  any  minution ;  therefore  great  pains  should 
effect,  and  at  others  producing  frequent  be  taken  in  its  preparation.  Mastich  is 
small  evacuations,  as  before  described  ;  sometimes  ordered  in  combination  with 
the  mucus  being  occasionally  passed  in  it ;  I  believe  principally  with  a  view  to 
long  membranous  bands,  and  sometimes  a  more  minute  division  of  its  particles, 
in  substances  resembling  pieces  of  flesh.  When  aloes  is  combined  with  opium,  its 
I  have  also  seen  two  cases,  in  which  the  purgative  properties  are  not  generally 
mucus  passed  along  with  the  evacua-  lost,  but  only  delayed,  which  makes  it 
tions  had  all  the  appearance  of  fat.  It  a  valuable  medicine  to  give  in  conjunc- 
is  not  difficult  to  conceive  that  such  a  tion  with  that  drug, 
state  of  irritation,  kept  up  for  any  length 

of  time,  or  frequently  recurring,  must     

ultimately  tend  to  some  organic  change 

of  structure ;  and  I  think  it  highly  pro-  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESof  BOOKS, 
bable  that  stricture  in  the  rectum  may 

sometimes  have  its  origin  in  this  source  i  

and  I  have  seen  cases  of  enteritis  which  *•  L'Auteur  le  tne  k  allooMr  ce  que  le  leeteur  le 

I  believed  to  be  traceable  to  the  inordi-  tneaabrAger."— I)'Al«mbb«t. 

nate  use  of  aloes.  

^Jn^jr^r'.S™''!!'''*  ^"^  'l^f  •'"?'  Fact, and Ca.e*  in  Obttetric  Medicine; 

not  undergo  any  change  or  solution  in  ^.jr/^jL         *•                      j-^i  v.#.« , 

passing  tErougl  the  ilimentery  canal,  ^''*  ObiervatxanM  on  iome  of  the  more 

Lt  that  it  becomes  intimately  Lnded  3!;' nt f  tTh.IT/v  M  R  c/j' 

with  the  dejecta;  and  when  these  are  2^jf';  ^.^i:I'^?^u^^^•^f '^.^ 

deUined  in  the  colon  and  rectum,  that  i'":rrv    CJn   tn  fK.  M^ll^''" 

its  stimulating  effects  are  felt,  causing  f  "f '^J^'    ^""IT  ,  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^^^ 

these  viscera  to  expel  their  contente,  thi  Asylum,  and  Lecturer  on  Midwde^ 

unloading  of  wbic*h  may  give  rise  to  a  ^.   '^^  ^^""^  f ^^^^^   ''IJ^^"^» 

freer  flow  of  bUe.    Aloes  i?  undoubtedly  Binninghara.    8vo.  pp.  20^,     Long- 

useful   as  an  emmenagogue  ;   and,  in 

combination  with  iron,  is  perhaps  more  We  hail  with  pleasure  ih§  publication 

to  be  relied  upon  than  any  other  re-  of  practical   works  like  tbis,  for  they 

med^.    It  is  more  difficult  to  account  denote  a  degree  of  intelligence  and  ac- 

fbr  Its  possessing  any  power  over  the  tivity  among  our    provincial    brethren 

action  of  the  kidneys,  yet  such,  I  am  which  deserves  every  encouragement, 

convinced,  is  the  case.    I  have  many  Mr.  Ingleby  is  a  gentleman  who  baa 

times  found  that  when  squill,  along  with  read,  seen,  and  thought  much,  and  who, 

other  diuretics,  failed  to  act,  the  addi-  to  unwearied  industry,  has  added   the 

tion  of  aloes  has  speedily  produced  a  ^atest  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  profes- 

copious  diuresis.  sional  knowledge.    The  present  work 

When  aloes  is  griven  simply  as  an  consists  of  seven  sections,  a  portion  of 

aperient,  the  best  vehicle  is  some  vege-  which  has  already  appeared  in  an  es- 
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teemed  periodical.    They    are    all    on    Sect.  3.— Om  Obttructions  in  the  Soft 
practical  subjects  of  mucli  interest.  Parts  to  Progress  of  Labour. 

Some  instructive  cases  are  given  of 
Section   1.    On  Puerneral   ConvuU    tumefied  labia,  from  varicose  veins  or 
wimiM. — ^Tbis  is  full  of  valuable  matter :    extravasation  of  blood  into  the   labial 
the  only  point  about  it  which  we  regret,    tissues.     In  a  case  of  the  latter  kind, 
is  the  great  want  of  clear  and  simple    which  the  author  describes,  the  tumor 
arrangement.    The  materials  are  excel-    burst,  and  nearly  a  pint  of  coagula  was 
lent ;   they  could  scarcely  be    belter ;    removed  by  a  pair  of  dressing  forceps, 
bot  they  are  spread  out  before  us  with    through  a  laceration  at  the  edge  of  tne 
so  little  attempt  at  classification  as  to    vagina.    This  affection  does  not  occur 
render  the  subject  much  more  obscure    frequently,  and  its  extent  is  seldom  so 
than   it  otherwise  would  be.    The  au-    great  as  to  become  serious,  as  it  rarely 
thor  mentions  the  arrangement  made    passes  beyond  the  margin  of  the  labium; 
by    Dr.    Dewees,   into   three    classes,    even  this,  however,  may  become  enor- 
— viz.  the  epileptic,  the  apoplectic,  and    mously  tumefied,  and  where  it  bursts 
the   hysterical    convulsions;   and  very    befiore  the  head  has  approached  the  os 
propeny  adds  the  anseraic,  as  also  the    externum,    may    pve  rise  to    profuse 
tetanic  forms  of  puerperal  convulsions,    hsemorrhage.      This  will   cease,  or  at 
This  latter  form  was  described  by  Pro*    ]east  be  in  great  measure   diminished, 
feasor  Naegele,  many  years  before  M.    during  the  nassage  of  the  child  ;  and  if 
Vclpeau  had   noticed   it;  also  by  Wi-    it  returns  afterwards  to  any  extent,  must 
gand.     We  could  have  wished  to  have    be  controlled  by    cold  astringents,  and 
seen  these  different  forms  discussed  un-    other  appropriate    remedies.     In  some 
der  separate    heads;    the    distinctions    rare  cases,  the  extravasation  of  blood 
would   then   have  been  more  marked,    into  the  cellular  tissue  has  proceeded  to 
and  much  more  available  to  the  student,    an    enormous  extent,  implicating    the 
The  cases  at  the  end  of  the  section,  in-    nates,  and  even  the  hips,  in  the  swell- 
dividnalljr,  are  excellent;  they  are  de-    ing.    The  plan  of  puncturing  the  tumor, 
scribed  with  clearness  and  precision,  the    which  Mr.  Ingleoy  has  found  unsuc- 
practice  is  judicious  and  good  ;  but  col-    cessful,  is  not  adapted  to  all  cases ;  and 
Jectively  they  are   liable  to   the  same    we  are  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the 
objection  of  want  of  good  arrangement    opening  which   he  made   was  not    of 
They  are  classed  according    to  when    safficient  depth  and  extent.    Extravasa- 
they  occurred — viz.  firstly,  those  cases    tions  of  this  kind  do  not  merely  retard 
which  took  place  during  pregnancy  and    labour  by  the  obstruction  which  they 
previous  to  labour ;  secondly,  those  pre-    produce  at  the   external  opening,  but 
vions  to  labour  and  terminating  in  de-    also  by  the  effect  which  they  appear  to 
livery  ;  thirdly,  during  the  dilatation  of    have  upon  the  pains :  these  not  unfre- 
tbe  OS  uteri;  fourthly,  after  the  full  di«     quently  cease  as  soon  as  the  extravasa- 
latation  of  the  os  uteri ;  fiflhly,  aAer    tion  takes  place,  leaving  the  patient  in 
the  birth   of  the  child,  and^  before  the    a  state  of  serious  exhaustion, 
expulsion  of  the  placenta;  sixthly,  after        (Edematous  labia,  especially  where 
delivery.    We  cannot  approve  of  this    accompanied  with  anasarcous  tendencjjr, 
arrangement,  because  the  treatment  can-    may  retard  labour  when  the  swelling  is 
not  be  guided  by  the  period  at  which     very    large :    the  danger  will    chiefly 
ibe  convulsions  occur,  but  by  the  cha-    depend    upon    the    patient's    general 
racier  of  the  attack.  health.    The  author  has  recommended 

^     mw  1      ..•        ^  .T     TT^       puncturing    them   with   a   fine   curved 
Sect.  2.--On  Malposition  of  the  Ute^    {j^^j,      ,,|  ^^^^^  ^  ,^^j  ^^  s^^u^  ia 

na,  Ovaria,  bladder,  and  Urethra,  drained  ofl*,  and  much  relief  obtained. 

both  Ml  the  impregnated  and  unim--  j^.  ^^^^^^^  j^^  already  commenced,  we 

pregnated  state,    m  connexion  wUh  j^^^^  scarcely  any  other  means  of  relief 

retention  of  Urine,  j„  ^^^  power ;  but  when  the  patient  has 

The  observations  on  retroversion  of  still  some  days  to  go,  warm  stimulant 

the  nterus,  and  prolapsus  vesicce,  are  fomentations  will  prove  of  great  service. 

especially  valuable  and  practical,  and  The  species  aromatica  of  the  Prussian 

arc  illostrated  by  well-reported  cases  of  and  other  pharmacopceias  soaked  in  some 

much  interest ;  those  on  prolapsus  vesicse  hot  wine,  will,  in  many  cases,  speedily 

daring  the  latter  months  are  well  worthy  remove  the  tumor.     A  simple  imitation 

the  attention  of  practitioners.  of  this  is  a  hot  poultice  of  chamomile- 
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flowers,  sprinkled  over  with  a  little  red  result  accidental."  (p.  185).      In  case  of 

wine.  rupture  of  tbe  uterus,  where  the  foetus 

Mr.  Ingleby^s  observations  on  tbe  has  escaped  into  the  abdominal  cavity, 
great  ?alue  of  active  blood-letting  in  and  where  deliveiy  per  vaginam  be- 
cases  of  contracted  vagina  from  cica-  comes  impossible,  either  from  tbe  con- 
trices,  tbe  results  of  former  injuries,  tracted  state  of  tbe  wound,  or  tbe  firm 
are  practical  and  good  ;  but  why  is  tbe  closure  of  the  os  uteri,  tbe  author 
name  of  Dewees  omitted.^  an  author  proposes  the  important  Question,  whether 
whose  remarks  on  this  subject  are  of  gastrotomy  be  justifiable, 
tbe  first-rate  merit.  Our  limits  will  not  We  agree  with  tbe  author  in  consi- 
permit  us  to  go  into  tbe  details  of  this  dering  gastrotomj  less  dangerous  than 
section ;  we  will  merely  make  a  short  tbe  Csesarean  operation ;  and  tbe  suc- 
quotation  from  tbe  author's  observations  cess  which  has  lately  attended  this  latter 
under  tbe  bead  of  vaginal  tumors ;  tbe  operation  would  strongly  tend  to  sup- 
rest  we  strongly  recommend  to  the  at-  port  Mr.  Ingleby's  views.  Ten  cases  of 
teutive  perusal  of  our  readers,  especially  rupture  are  recorded,  four  of  which  are 
those  wno  are  in  actual  practice.  peculiarly  interesting — viz.  Nos.  6  and 

**  There   are   two   forms    of  ovarian  7   terminated  successfully.     In  No.  d, 

.tumors  which  obstruct  tbe  passage  of  tbe  uterus  was  ruptured  at  tbe  eighth 

tbe  child.    In  tbe  one,  a  small  cyst,  in  month,  by  the  patient  falling  upon  a 

connexion  with  a  very  bulky  cyst,  or  step;    the  child   escaped   into  the  al>- 

else  a  portion  of  a  large  cyst,  passes  in-  domen,  and  she  died  undelivered.     We 

to  the  recto- vaginal  septum,  and  bulges  feel  strongly  inclined  to  agree  with  bis 

through  the  posterior  part  of  tbe  vagina,  opinion^  that  gastrotomy  was  indicated. 
In  the  other,  and  that  which  occurs  by        No.   10  is  one    of  those  rare   cases 

far  tbe  most  frequently,  tbe  whole  ovary  where  merely  the  peritoneal  covering  of 

moderately  enlarged '  prolapses  within  the   uterus  was  lacerated.    "  A  great 

the  septum.      The  descent  is  peculiarly  number  of  lacerations  were  discovered  on 

liable  to  happen  at  two  periods ;  tbe  the  posterior  surface  of  the  uterus,  the 

first  near  the  end  of  gestation,  the  second  largest  being  upwards  of  four  inches  in 

during  labour,  the  prolapsus  being  pro-  length   and  nearly   three  in   breadth ; 

muted    by   tbe  relaxation   of  tbe    sofl  the  flap  hanging  down,  and  exposing 

parts."  (p.    1 19).    An   admirable  case,  the  fibrous  structure." 

among  others,  is  given  by  Mr.  William  -    The  6th  Section,  **  On  Inver$um  of 

Birch,  of  Barton,  where  the  tumor  was  the  Uterus,^*  is  short,  but  one  of  much 

punctured.    Tbe  Question  of  puncturing  interest.      Inversion  is  a  displacement 

these  tumors  is  aoly  discussed  by  Mr.  of  very  rare  occurrence,  but  Mr.  In^leby 

Inp^leby,  and  well  worthy  of  attention.  has  nevertheless  had  the  opportunity  of 

We  pass  on  to  observing    several    cases.      We  agree 

with  the  author  in  considering  that  •*  the 

Sect.  ^^--On  the  Laceration  of  the  case  of  this  displacement    implies  the 

Uterus  and  Vagina,  existence  of  softening  and  enlargement," 

Among  other  interesting  points,  the  but  we  do  not  understand  him  when  he 

author  notices  the  fact,  that  rupture  oc-  considers  that  a  portion  of  the  placenta 

curs  more  frequently  in  multipara  than  left  attached  to  the  uterus  will  cause  its 

in  primiparfB — a    circumstance  which  inversion. 

would  at  the  first  view  be  scarcely  ex-  .  The  four  degrees  of  inversion  which 
pected,  had  it  not  been  fully  established  are  described  by  tde  French  authors,  are 
by  lon^  experience.  His  observations  very  properly  discarded,  as  useless  and 
on  the  situation  and  course  of  the  lacera-  unpractical:  we  regret,  however,  that 
tion  deserve  attention.  "With  a  single  be  nas  not  mentioned  the  division  corn- 
exception,  the  cervix  uteri  has  been  monlv  followed— viz.  into  partial  and 
more  or  less  lacerated  in  every  instance  complete.  Dewees*s  excellent  observa- 
which  I  have  seen,  tbe  rent  being  tions  we  could  have  wished  to  have  seen 
oblique  in  its  direction,  rather  than  Ion-  noticed — White's  also. 
g[itudinal,  extending  to  the  body  and  In  a  note  to  page  224,  Mr.  Ingleby 
side  of  the  organ.  The  transverse  di-  says,  '*  Candour  induces  me  to  confess 
rection  has  been  erroneously  represented  having  once  excised  a  polypus  for  the 
as  occurring  most  frequently,  but  of  this  inverted  uterus."  We  do  not  make  this 
I  have  only  seen  a  single  case,  the  rent  quotation  to  show  where  an  error  in 
being  confined  to  the  fundus,  and  tbe  practice  has  been  made,  but  to  express 
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our  hi|fb  respect  for  an  author  who  has  with  the   author,  in  his  note   to  page 

had  the  manliness  and  honesty  to  avow  240,  in  considerinsr  theplnn  of  hring-iug 

openlj  where  he  has  erred.     The  care-  down  one  foot  of  the  child,  in  turnings, 

ful  record  of  an  unsuccessful  case,  in  the  as  due  to  Mr.  Radford,  of  Manchester: 

bands  of  an   experienced  and  talented  this  was  pointed  out  more  than  a  century 

practitioner,  is  worth   a  dozen  success-  ag-o,   but  has  not,  we   think,  received 

ful  ones:  it  points  out  the  difficulties  thesanctionofhig'h  obstetric  authorities. 

and  dangers  which  we  have  to  encounter,  Wc  ourselves  advocated  this  plan  at  one 

and,   by   its  instructive  example,  warns  time,  thinkinsr  that  as  the  presentation 

us  to  a%'oid  them.     It  is  candour  of  this  now  bore  a  greater  resemblance  to  that 

sort  which  distinguished  the  celebrated  of  the  nates,  the  chances   of  the  child 

La   Motte,  more  than  a  hundred  years  being  bom    alive    would   be  so  much 

aifo  —  that    **  homo  sincerrimus"    as  greater.     Our  experience  has  not  con- 

Haller  called  him ;    it    is     the    same  firmed   this  view :   by   bringing  down 

honourable   feeling  which  has  chracte-  only  one  foot,  the  hips  of  the  child  do 

rized  the  inestimable  records  of  our  own  not  enter  the  brim    of   the    pelvis  so 

admirable   Smellie.     Mr.   Ingleby   has  equally  and   readily;  and  our  practice 

followed  an  excellent  precedent — would  has  been  more  successful  since  we  have 

that  others  did  the  same  !  made   a  point  of  bringing  down  both 

It   is   of  the  greatest  importance  to  feet :   compelling  the  body  of  the  child 

redure  an  inversion  as  quickly  as  possi-  to  move  slowly -and  gradually  through 

ble  after  its  occurrence.     When  done  the  os  extenium,  has  generally  ensured 

immediately,  the  reduction  is  generally  a   sufficient  dilatation   of  the  soft  parts 

eflected  with  the  greatest  e^se  ;  in  proof  for  the  safe  and  speedy  expulsion  of  the 

of  which  we  mair  mention  a  case  where  head.     This   last   Section   teems   with 

an  intelligent  midwife  recognized  inver-  practical   matter,  as  indeed  the   whole 

sioD  to  have  taken  place,  and  instantly  work    docs.      We  take  leave  of   Mr. 

returned  it:  after  a  short  time,  whether  Ingleby  with  feelings  of  high  respect 

from  coughing  or  some  other  cause,  the  for  his  industry,  talents,  and  great  ex- 

fundus  was  again  forced  down,  and  she  perience :  we  look  upon  the  work  as  one 

again  succeeded  in  replacing  it.   It  has,  of  great  merit,  and  cordially  recommend 

boweTcr,  been  too  generally  supposed,  it  to  the  attention  of  the  profession. 

that,  if  not  seen   within  two  or  three  

hours  afler  the  accident,  the  chances  of  .       .                 .    ,                ^               _ 

reposition  would   be  very  small.    Mr.  An  Account   of  the  most  frequented 

Ingleby  has  given   an  excellent  case,  Watenng  Places  on  the  Continent, 

where  he  succeeded   in   replacing  the  ""^  «///*«  Medicinal  Apphcatwn  of 

ocenis  on  the  eighth  day  after  labour,  '*f ''^  Mineral  Springs ;  with  Tables 

at  which  time  the  inversion  took  place,  %  4"?'^i':''  *"!"{  J*'*   Appendix  on 

and   where  the  patient  appeared  mori-  ?"^^'M^'?^«'^''^T'•  fJ' ^'^^^^ 

band.     Boyer  has  recorded  two  extra-  ^ee,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  &c.  &c. 

ordinanr  cases  of  inversion,  which  had  This  constitutes  by  far  the  best  account 

resisted  all  the  ordinary  means  of  re-  to  which  the  English  invalid  or  physi- 

duction,  and   which  were  accidentally  cian  can  turn  for  information  regarding 

but  permanently  cured  by  a  sudden  and  the   continental  watering  places.     Sir 

violent  fall  on  the  nates.    The  oneoc-  Francis  Head's  amusing  "  Bubbles  from 

eorred  to  a  practitioner  named  Barre,  the  Briinnen"  has  tended  to  make  this 

after  lasting  fourteen  days;  the  other  kindof  narrative  more  anxiously  sought 

to  Baudelocque,  after  a  period  of  eight  after,  although  even  now  the  efficacy  of 

years.  mineral  springs  is  much  less  estimated 

Of  the  seventh  and  last  Section  we  in  this  country  than  it  is  abroad.      Mr. 

most  toy  but  little;  not  from   want  of  Lee  has  visited   most  of  the   watering 

interest,  but  want  of  room.     It  is  en-  places  on  the   Continent,   and   viewed 

titled,  *'  On  the  Signs  and  Symptoms  of  their  several  peculiarities  with   an  in. 

Prtgmmusy  ;  their  obscure  and  deceptive  quiring  and  intelligent  eye.  He  remarks 

Ckmrmeters,    their    Complication   with  upon  the  vagueness  of  the  general  di- 

Distmte,  mnd  the  Signs   which  denote  rection  so  often  given  to  invalids,  to  try 

the  Extimetion  of  Life  in  the  Fatus,"  a  course  of  "some  of  the  continental 

Sixty  pages  of  valuable  matter  are  here  waters,"  and  the  impossibility  of  rectifjr- 

colle^ted,  on  one  of  the  most  important  ing  this  when  abroad,  as  the  practi- 

subjects  of  diagnosis.    We  cannot  agree  tioners  at  all  and  each  of  the  places 

40S.— XIX.  T^ 
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which  tnny  be  visited  fail  not  to  land  sible  at  the  time.     Nay,  Dr.  Krejrij^  in- 

their  own   waters  as  of  sovereig^n  effi-  forms  us  that  a  cure  is  not  unfrequently 

cacy  in  the  particular  complaint,  be  it  preceded   by  augmented   indisposition, 

what  it  may,  under  which  the  applicant  the   excretions   being*  diminished,    the 

happens  to  labour.     Some  good  ill  us-  Tace  becoming  flushed,  the  pulse  strong, 

trations  are  given,  to  prove  that  the  be-  and  the  sleep  disturbed.     Afler  a  fort- 

nefit  so  frequently  derived  from  a  visit  night  or  three  weeks,  a  crisis  supervenes, 

to  some  favourite  spring  or  bath,  is  not  generally  in  the  shape  of  pur^ng,  which 

to   be   attributed  so   entirely  as  many  is  followed  by  immeiiiate  relief. 
imagine,  to  the  change  of  scene  and  re-         For  the  history  of  particular  Springs, 

creation    attending    the     employment,  we  must  refer  to  the  work  itself,  which, 

And  among  other  arguments  used  by  embracing  an  account  of  the  chief  wa- 

Mr.   Lcc,  is  the  occasional  instinctive  tering  places,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 

preference  for  the  particular  waters  dis-  will  be  found  a  useful  manual,  cither 

played   by   the   lower  animals.     Thus,  by  the  physician, or  the  invalid  travelling 

Alibert  says,  **  It  is  a  known  fact  that  for  his  health, 

at  Vichy,  in  the  month  of  April,  the  pe-  _ 
riod  when  the  snow  melts  on  the  moun- 
tains, when  the  wind  has  passed   over       MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
the  springs  from  the  direction  of  Puy 
de  Dome,  and  has  carried  the  vapour  to  Saturday^  November  19,  1836. 

distances  more  or  less  considerable,  the  

ruminatinff  animals  on  the   left   bank       ••  ucet  omnibus  Hcet  etUm  mlhi.  digniuiem 

of    the    Allier    swim    across    the     river  Artis  MeditM  tntT\\   potefttaa  modo  venlendl  in 

to  come  and  drink  with  avidity  at  the  publicum  »it,  dicendlpericulum  nonrecaso." 

springs  of  the  establishment :  the  waters  Cic««o. 

-are  then  fit  for  use,  and  the  people  of 

the  country  are  in  the  habit  of  saying         MEDICAL  WITNESSES*  BILL. 

the  season  has  commenced,  the  beaste  legislation  extraordinary. 

have  passed  across —  les  betes  on t  passes . 

The   above  anecdote  will    probably  The  representative  of  Finsbury  has,  ere 

bring  to  the  minds  of  our  readers  the  this,  we  fancy,  found  out  that  it  is  one 

legend  of  Bladud,  who  was  led  by  his  thing  to  push  a  short  bill  through  its 

Mvine  to  the  discovery  of  the  springs  at  ^^^^^  ^^   ^^  ^   ^^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^ 

Mineral  springs  owe  their  impregna-  an*'  another  to  make  that  law  work.    It 

tion  either  to   fixed  or  volatile  ingre-  may  happen  that  the  object  of  the  law 

dients,  and  some  of  the  most  celebrated  {^  ridiculous  and  absurd— as  when  some 
yield  but  a  very  small  PO^tion  of  solid  ^  y^^  j  ^      ^^^„^   ^^^ 

matter  on  being  subjected  to  analyses.  »  f,         •       i  •  i 

Thus  Wildbad  yields  only  1  gr.  in  six-  cry  of  "sweep :"  or  the  object  may  be 

teen  ounces  of  water,  Gastein   IJ  gr.,  good — yet,  through   the  ignorance  of 

and  Pfeffers  2J  grs.,  while  on  the  other  the  party    that   fathers  the     bill,    iu 

hand  Pullna  yields  as  much  as  182  grs.,  ^^^••„«   ^^^    Ko  /^r  cimk   o  nutum 

Saydschutz  160  grs.,  and  Seidlitz  126  P«>^"»«»»  "^^    ^.^^  «"^!»   »  °*^"«^ 

grs.     In   some  the   gaseous  parts  are  as    to    be    almost    impracUcable.      In 

merely  suspended  iu  the  water,    and  either    case  the   measure  which    may 

conseauently  escape  very  rapidly  after  seem  to  have  obtained  the  sanction  of 

at  Seltzer,  Pyrmont,  Spa,  and    some  and  oftenUmes  mischievous, 
others,  the  gaseous  constituents  are  inti-        The  latter  has  been  the  case  with 
mately  blended   with  the  fluid.    This  Wakley's  act,  which  coroners  and  over- 
accounte  for  the  great  difference  in  the  j  ^er  persist  in  knowing  nothing 
degree    to  which    various  waters    are      ,  ^     r         i       •    i       u- 
affected  by  exportation.  al>o"t»  ^J  amuse  themselves  in  laughmg 
It  is  obvious  that  mineral  waters  are  at :  while  so  far  as  it  has  been  attempt- 
sometimes  of  the  alterative  class.   Their  ed  hitherto  to  bring  it  into  operation,  it 
action  is  chiefly  evinced  by  increase  of  ^         ,    ^^^  productive  of  annoyance 
the    secretionary  functions,  and  it   is         ,     .    ..  r-»    au         r     • 
asserted  that  mo^  benefit  is  often  dcriv-  and  mischief  to  the  profession, 
cd  from  them  whenthcir  effects  are  insen-        We  had    long    suspected    that  this 
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would  be  the    result :    for  we   never  £iult,  for  the  witness  shpuld  have  taken 
drewn  of  procuring  good    liquor  out  careto  have  been '^«j9^cia//y  summoned, 
of  fi>ul  vessels.    We  saw  the  inconve-  —as  if  the  witness  dare  be  absent  on 
nience  of  the  patronage  obtruded  on  the  receiving  an  ordinary  summons !  Come, 
profession :    and    though   we  acknow-  come,  our  honourable  friend,  no  mysti- 
tedged  fullj  the  desirableness  of  having  fication!      The  Coroner,  maugre  your 
some  legislative  protection  for  medical  bill,  has  just  as  much  power  as  ever  he 
men    in  the  matter  of  attending  aud  had,  to  compel  any  medical  man  to  at- 
giving  evidence  at  inquests,   we  had  tend  his  court:   the  new  arrangement 
more  than  mere  misgivings  that  simple  only  giving  him  and  the  jury  a  discre- 
at  was  that   object,  it    could   not  be  tion,  when  it  so  pleaseth,  to  issue  a  spe- 
attained  under  the  more  than  questiona-  cial  invitation.    But  what  if  he  or  they 
hie  auspices  of  our  honourable  contem-  won't  exercise  this  discretion  ?  **  Why," 
porary.  says  the  Fiusbury  legislator  (or  ought 
Wlien  the  act  was  passed,  however,  to  s«ay,  if  he  would  only  speak  out) — "  if 
we   were  unwilling  to  mar  it  by  any  they   woD*t,  they  won't ;  and  I  can't 
hostility  of  ours.      Nay,  our  love  of  compel  them."    He  insinuates,  however, 
fair  dealing    induced   us  to  offer  the  that  he  has  a  great  mind  to  try  and  re- 
tribute of  a  compliment  to  the  Finsbury  medy  this  part  of  the  bill  next  session, 
member :    for,  to  do  him  justice,  he  by  rendering  it  imperative  on  the  Coro- 
worked    very    assiduously  to    get  the  ner  to  summon  medical  witnesses  spe- 
thing  shoved  through — his  only  hope —  eially  in  every  case.     No,  no,  Mr.  Wak- 
die  only  little  progeny  which  he  could  ley,  be  honest,  and  confess  that  you 
manage  to  have  born  alive,  after  all  mean  no  such  thing.    Let  t>y-gones  be 
bis  legislatorial  exertions.      The  inten-  by-goues.    You  were  fortunate  enough, 
tion  seemed  good,  however  ridiculous  in  getting  your  bill  through,  such  as  it 
.the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  proves  to  be;  aud  you  will  never  at- 
,3ui  the  ricketty  brat  proves  very  un-  tempt  to  add  a  rider  to  it,  or  you  are  a 
managreable — a  nuisance  that  must  be  greater  fool  than  we  think  you.    You 
abated :  and  if  some  method  cannot  be  know  that  you  have  no  more  chance  of 
•peedily  devised  to  counteract  its  ten-  carrying  such  a  clause  in  the  House  of 
■deocj  to  mischief,  a  snmmary  step  to-  Commons,  than  you  have  of  being  able 
wants  its  absolute  suppression  must  be  to  set  the  Thames  on  fire.    Your  at- 
■dopted.  tempt  to  control  the  powers  of  the  Co- 
It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  anxious  roner  would  be  as  abortive,  as  when 
paient  endeavouring  to  make  excuses  for  you  endeavoured  to  become  a  Coroner 
the  slnbbomness  of  his  bantling.  Week  yourself! 

alter  week  weiind  him  attempting  to  But  hear  the  expounder  on  another 

pacilj  those  who  have  been  deceived  point.    The  act  provides  the  munificent 

aod  disappointed  in  their  eiqpectations.  fee  of  two  guineas  for  the  attendance 

What  a  blessing  to  have  a  law-maker,  and  trouble  of  a  witness,  specially  sum- 

and  an  expounder  of  the  law,  in  one  and  moned,  and  who  performs  a  post-mortem 

tbe  same  person  !  examination,  with  or  without  a  chemical 

One  comi^ains  that   he    had    been  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach. 

-ciMated  into  an  attendance,  and  that  This  is  expressly  so  stated  in  the  star 

wiien,  on  giving  his  evidence,  he  asked  tute.  A  witness,  however,  inquires  of  the 

lor  bis  iee,  tbe  Coroner  only  mocked  him:  learned  legislator — whether,  having  re- 

lie  bad  not  bad  a  special  summons,  ceived  two  orders  from  the  Coroner,  one 

-Tbis,  of  "coarte,  is  not  Mr.  Wakley^  for  simple  attendance,  and  the  other  for 
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the  performance  of  a  post-mortem  exa-  But  if  such  he  the  fmiU  of  the  actntl 
mination,  he  could  demand  three  ^ui-  operation  of  the  measure,  what  hless- 
neas  instead  of  two  ?  Oh !  says  Mr.  inf^  are  there  not  in  store  for  all  who 
Wakley,  to  be  sure  jou  ought  to  receive  come  within  the  reach  of  its  influence! 
three,  and  the  Coroner  would  be  "  jus-  "  The  enactments  of  the  Medical  Wit- 
tified"  ill  awarding"  it  to  you.  "  If  (says  nesscs'  Bill,*'  says  the  voice  from  Essex- 
he)  a  chemical  analysis  were  instituted,  Street,  (where,  by  the  wa}',  is  the  un- 
and  occupied  much  time,  the  coroner  fortunate  *  Voice  from  the  Commons ?*), 
-would  be  ^'u<///?0c/ in  making*  an  order  for  "have  rendered  the  duties  of  medical 
the  payment  of  Mr^e  guineas;  altboug'h,  practitioners  more  arduous  and  impera- 
if  the  order  were  resisted,  pay  raentof  only  tive  than  ever;  nor  can  they  now  be 
two  gruineas  could  be  enforced  against  neglected  without  exposing^  to  the  risk 
the  overseers  by  a  court  of  law  ! ! !  "  of  irretrievable    ruin    and   professional 

Here   is    a  precious  legislator  and  dcgfradation." 
expounder  of  the    law   for   us !      The  Thus,  in  brief,  the  matter  stands,  ac- 
coroner    "justified"     in    sending"     the  cording"  to  our  profound  legislator's  own 
medical   witness    on     a   fool's    errand,  showing".     If  a  medical  ftractitioner^on 
to  ask  for  three  guineas,  when  the  act  receiving  the  coroner^s  summons,  refuse 
only  entitles  him  to  two,  and  even  that  to  attend,  he  will  he  fined  five  pounds; 
cannot   be   obtained  without  going   to  ^  ^g  attend,  he  will  have  a  chance  of 
law  !     What  a  notion    the  honourable  ^n  order  for  two  guineas,  with  a  risk 
member  has  of  justification  !  but  it  is  of  ruin  and  degradation  ! 
well  to  know  what  we  are  to  understand  yf^  subjoin  a  letter  from  a  respectable 
when   he  tells  us  he  conceives  himself  correspondent,  who  gives  us  his  name 
justified  in  any  of  his  various  sayings  ^nd  address.    The  hardship  of  which  he 
and  doings.  complains  is  much  to  be  deplored ;  but 
Medical  men  now  begin  to  feel  what  ^.g  gge  not  what  remedy  he  can  have  in 
they  have  gained  by  Wakley's  meddling  t^e  present  wretched  sUte  of  our  mcdi- 
in  legislating  for  them.    The  act  tells  ^^1  legislation, 
them   they   have  a   chance  of  a  coro- 
ner's order,   which  may   or    may  not  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GmxetU, 
chance  to  be  honoured  by  the  overseers.  Sir, — May   I   reouest  your  opinion 
Both  coronerand  overseers  have  declined  and  advice  on  the  subjoined  affair:— 

,             1*1.            1  On  the  3d  of  September,  about  2  a.m. 

recognizing  the  act  hitherto ;    and  we    j  ^^^  requested  to^e  a  man  at , 

believe  there  has  been,  as  yet,  not  a  single  ^},y  ]jac[  been  run  over  by  a  stage. coach, 
instance  of  a  medical  witness  receiving  When  I  arrived  he  was  dead  :  of  course 
any  remuneration    in    consequence    of    an  inquest  was  requisite.     On  the  6lh, 

,,  /.  ..  ^    «.«»o.,^       IT..,     the  person    employed    to  sommon  the 

the  provisions  oi  the    measure,      rur-    .       '^     %      •^    ^    ''      w  jx  ^ 

mc  piuT.o.i^.io  w  jy^^  ^^j   witnesses  called  on  me,  to  re- 

thermore,  the  ends  of  public  justice  are    quest  ^y  attendance  at  the  inquest  the 

frustrated;  for  never  have  inquests  been    next  day;     a  distance  of  about    four 

conducted  in  so  negligent  a  manner  as    nji'^s  from  my  house.     No  written  sum- 

*u      — ;«^  ^r  *!.;.  k..n».i:n<«  k;ii .  mons  was  given  to  me.     I  attended,  at 

since  the  passing  of  tnis  bungling  bill ;  i     •     ^        •           .t            «,  j          * 

^         f  t^.     •          1       •        •  much   inconvenience,  the  next  day,  at 

the  coroner  and  his  jury  choosing,  m  ^  ^„^  ^nd  was  examined.     The  jury 

many  instances,  rather  to  dispense  alto-  having  given  their  verdict,  I  requested 
gether  with  medical  attendance,  than  to  an  order  from  the  coroner,  on  the  church- 
draw  orders  which  they  know  will  be  ^«'^«"»  »'"!  overseers  of  the  pamb  for 
,  _-  „r  ,  1  L  my  fee;  which,  after  considerable  hesi- 
dishonoured.      Yet  Wakley  says  they  ^^^fj^^   ^^j   numerous  objections,  I  ob- 

would  be  "justified"  in  ordering  even    tained.      This    order     was    presented 
beyond  the  legal  claim !  to  the    acting    overseer,   who  refused 
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to  paj  it  until  he  had  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  auditor  for  the  Union, 
addinff,  that  be  would  submit  it  to  the 
Boara-  of  Guardians  in  a  few  days. 
Testerdaj,  aAer  two  months,  on  inquirj^, 
lie  informs  me  that  the  Board  says  it  is 
the  first  case  of  the  kind  which  has 
come  before  them,  that  they  are  not 
aware  of  such  an  acthavingf  passed,  and 
must  therefore  decline  paying  it.  I  re- 
quested the  Coroner's  order  to  be  re- 
turned to  me,  which  was  done.  This, 
in  the  shortest  manner,  is  the  case,  and 
I  wish  to  know  whether  you  think  the 
fact  of  my  not  having  received  a  written 
summons  from  the  Uorbner  materially 
affects  the  case,  as  I  have  received  the 
Coroner*8  order  for  the  fee.  If  it  does 
not,  how  can  I  proceed  against  these 
functionaries  ? 

I  tniit  you  will  pardon  my  trespass- 
ing  on  you,  but  I  feel  with  you,  sir, 
that  it  is  highly  requisite  for  every  in- 
dividual in  the  profession  boldly  to  stand 
forward  in  defence  of  our  rights  ;  and  I 
exceedingly  admire  the  zeaf  and  ability 
with  which  you  have  uniformljr  advo- 
cated the  interests  of  the  profission. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Chirurgds. 

November  10, 1836. 


ing,  for  some  time  past,  been  diverted 
from  medical  views  oy  a  desire  to  qua- 
lify himself  for  the  Church ;  and  that 
during  his  frequent  and  prolonged  ab- 
sences from  the  Dispensary  in  prosecu- 
tion of  that  object  (aosences  which  were 
connived  at  by  his  friends  on  the  Com- 
mittee), he  ledt  the  business  of  dispens- 
ing medicines  to  the  patients  to  be  per- 
formed by  young  mefi,  who  either  were 
not  properly  qualified,  or  who  did  not 

Ijroperly  execute  this  duty.  Having 
ateiy  taken  holy  orders,  he  has  now 
lefl  the  Dispensary;  but  the  Committee 
have  appointed  his  younger  brother  in 
his  place,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  can- 
didates of  superior  qualifications ;  thus 
holding  forth  encouragement,  instead  of 
marking  their  reprobation,  of  a  princi- 
ple of  so  injurious  a  tendency. 

It  is  evident  that  under  this  system  of 
mismanagement  no  medical  man,  who 
has  any  regard  to  character,  could  re- 
tain, and  that  none  will  be  willing  to 
accept  a  trust,  which,  if  exercised  under 
the  control  of  such  masters,  could  never 
be  effectually  or  honourably  discharged. 


ADJUDICATION  OP  THE 

ANNUAL  PRIZES  or  the  SOCIETY 
OF  APOTHECARIES. 


NORTHERN  DISPENSARY.  the  prize  questions. 

THE  LATE  RESIGNATIONS.  TcESDAY  last  was  the  day  appointed  by 

The  resignations  of  the  medical  officers  ^^^  ^^^^"^  (^^^'  Hingeston)  and  Wardens 

of  the  Northern  Dispensary  (namely,  of  (Messrs  Johnson  and  Malim)  of  the  Apo. 

Dr.   Roget,    the   consulting  physician,  thecaries'  Company,  for  the  adjudication 

Dr.  Stroud  and  Dr.  Theophilus  Thomp-  of  the  prizes  of  a  gold  and  silver  medal, 

son,  the  physicians,  and  of  Mr.  Bishop,  ^j^g^  ^y  the  Society  annually.    The  exa- 

the  surgeon  of  the  institution),  ivhicb,  ^j^^^  ^^.^          ^^  j^^  ^y^^^    ^^  ^^j, 

^s  appears  bj  their  advertisements   m  ,       _,         "^     _,,                 .       ' 

the  newspapers,  took  place  on  the  7th  ^^^'^  Square.    The  competitors  were  six 

insUnt,  will  naturally  lead  the  public  to  i"  number.     The  examination  was  two- 

inquire   into   the   circumstances    which  fold — vivd  voce,  and  written.    The  follow- 

bave   given   rise   to   this   simultaneous  ing  were  the  questions  put : — 

movement  on  their   part.     The  reason 

they  assign  is  the  prevalence  of  certain  1.  What  are  the  special  properties  of 

abuses  in  the  department  of  the  apothe-  cellular  tissue  ? 

caiy  to  the  Dispciisary,  of  so  senous  a  2.  What  are  the  special  properties  of 

nature   as    greatly  to' impede   the   effi-  woody  tissue? 

dency,  and  injure  the  character,  of  the  3.  In  what  parts  of  plants  do  spiral 

institution;  and  which,. in  utter  disre-  vcsseh  occur?         _     ,,.        . 

_j    i.  .,  *     ^                 i'           :^    .    «  4.  Mention  an v  families  of  exogens  in 

gard  of  the  strong  and  unanimous  re-  ^^.^.j^  ^^.^^^^  ^^.^  ^^^^^^  „^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

monstrances  of  all  the  medical  otticers,  found  ? 

the   Committee   of  Managemeirt   have  5.  what  are  the  compound  organs  of 

persisted  in  upholding.     We  have  since  flowering  plants  ^ 

heard  that  the  complaint  originated  in  6.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  exoge- 

the  attention  of  the  late  apothecary  hav-  nous  and  endogenous  stem. 
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7.  Explain  Da  Petit  Thouars'  theory  on  ribns,  nsn.  Sammornm  Botaniconini  ho- 
the  formation  of  wood,  and  shew  that  it  diemos  labor  in  his  sndat,  et  desndare  de- 
is  equally  applicable  to  endogens  and  cet  Metbodot  Natnraiis  hinc  ultimas 
exogen^.  finis  Botanices  est,  et  erit" 

8.  Where  are  the  secretions  of  exogens  29.  It  is  said  that  plants  exhibit  a  cor- 
chiefly  deposited  ?  responding  agreement  in  stmctare,  and 

9.  At  what  period  are  the  secretions  of  medical  or  chemical  properties.  Are 
herbaceous  plants  in  the  greatest  perfec-  there  any  orders  which  otter  no  exceptions 
tion  ?  to  this  rale  ? 

10.  What  is  the  natare  of  stipules  ?  30.  What  is  the  character  of  Rannnco- 

11.  Are  there  any  orders  which  are  dis-  lacee,  and  how  are  they  distininiished 
tinguished  by  the  form,  presence,  or  ab-  from  Dilleniacec,  Magnoliacese»  Papa?e- 
sence  of  them  ?  racee,  and  Nympheacee  ? 

r2.  What  are  bracts?    State  their  va-  31.    How  are  Proteacess  distingoisbed 

rious  kinds.  from  the  orders  to  whidi  they  are  most 

13.  Explain    the  following   terms:—  nearly  allied  ? 

Spike,  raceme,  amentum,  spadix,  corymb,  32.  How  are  Lobeliaoeaa  distinguished 

umbel,  fascicle,  capitulum,  panicle,  cyme,  from  CampanulacesB,  and  Urticaoess  from 

14.  Gire  examples   of   the    following  Artocarpeie? 

kinds  of  leaves: — The  veinless,  straight-  Refer  to  their  proper  places  in  the  nato- 

veined,  curve- ireined,  netted,  ribbed,  hid-  ral  system,  the  following  plants, 

den- veined.  33.  Raphiolepis  Indica. 

15.  Are  there  any  orders  which  are  dis-  Si,  Cluytia  pulchella. 
tinguished  by  the  venation  of  their  leaves  ?  35.  Aralia  sambncifblia. 

16.  State  the  use  of  leaves.  36.  oiea  capensis. 

17.  What  functions  are  performed  by  37.  a  species  of  Maralta. 
the  cuticle  and  stomata,  and  why  are  these  39,  Trachymene  lanceolata. 
organs  wanting  in  submerged  leaves  ?  39.  Escalionia  rubra. 

18.  Name  any  closely  allied  orders  which  40.  Iberis  Gibraltaica  *• 
are  distinguished  by  tne  number  of  cells  in 

the  anther.  Each  of  these  questions  was  valaed  by  a 

19.  Describe  the  structure  of  the  pistil,  certain  number  of  marks,  the  total  value 

20.  Give  examples  in  proof  of  floral  or-  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^es  of   quesUons  being 

gans  being  derived  from  modifications  of  .  .    .  .,,rv        i.       rnu   ^* 

leaves.  estimated  at  11 10  marks.    The  gentleman 

21.  Wliat  are  the  conditions  necessary  (Mr.  Jenner)  to  whom  the  gold  medal  was 
for  the  germination  of  a  seed,  and  the  che-  adjudged,  obtained  965  marks,  while  the 
mical  and  physical  phenomena  accompa-  .^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^.j^^^  ^^^^  ^Mr.  Teggemeir) 
nymg  that  process  ?  ?   ,  ^^.     ,«.                    j. \l         ZC    ^ 

22   Are  there  any  closely  allied  orders  had  925.    The  answers  of  three  other  can- 

which  are  distinguished  by  the  milkincss  di  dates  were  so  excellent,  that  Mr.  Ward 

of  the  sap  ?  considered    they  were  entitled  to    some 

23.  Explain  Dutrochet's  theonr  of  the  ^^^^  ^^  approbaUon,  but  as  the  meetUig 
motions  of  fluids  m  plants,  and  by  this  ,-  ,  /  *  *  *  -:«- 
theory  account  for  the  dispersion  of  the  on  Tuesday  was  not  competent  to  give 
seeds  of  Momordica  Elaterium.  this,  the  motto  papers    were  not   then 

24.  The  fruit  of  Convolvulus,  and  C.  opened,  and  consequently  the  names  of 
major,  has  a  descending  direction,  that  of  ^       gentlemen  are  at  present  un. 
C.  septum  an  ascending.      How  do  phy-  ~                  »                              '^ 
siologists  account  for  this  ?  known.     The  number  of  marks  gained  by 

25.  Define  the  following  terms :  conicus,  the  first  of  the  unsuccessfiil  competitors 
conoideos,   cylindricus.    tubulosus,    ovoi-  ^^  gg^ 

ft„r  UWr.r^ubS.Ti'  1^!:Z:  ».  W.rd  «^  ore,  to  U.e  »ee«»g  ^ 

truncatus,  prajmorsus.  answers  of  several  of  the  candidates  to 

26.  State  briefly  the  artificial  system  of  three  or  four  of  his  questions;  and  it  is 

Linnaeus.  but  justice  to  the  competitors  to  say,  that 

27.  Give  the  essential  characters  of  the  .  '  _,,  ^  \^^ ,  :„^«:«»  rr«f« 
primaiy  divisions  of  plants,  according  to  they  were  exceUent :  and  judging  from 
natural  affinities.  these  specimens,  we  have  no  hesitaUon  m 

28.  Translate   the   following   passage,  saying  the  successful  candidates  well  de 
and   name  the  author.     "  Classe^    quo  ^^^  ^^^     j^g,  ^h^y  gained. 

magis    naturales,    eo,    ceteris    panbus,    l i^ 

pncstantiores  sunt.      Affines^convcniunt  •These  planti  were,  of  courte,  given  to  the 

habitu,  nasccndi  modo,  proprictatibus,  vi-  candidates  unnamed. 
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LlBCTUBES  less  degree,  from  the  ordinary  and  acknow- 
ledged symptoms  of  hysteria :  the  two  or- 

^  ders  of  symptoms  sometimes  existing  si- 

LOCAL  HYSTERICAL  AFFEC  multaneonsly— at  other  times,  and  more 

TION8  freauenlly,  alternating  with  each  o^®f » 

'  ana  thus  even  a  limited  experience  will 

DtUvertd  in  ike  Medical  Theatre  of  St,  George**  enable  you   to  satisfy  your  minds  on  the 

Hospital,  subject    But  when  you  have  attained  an 

Br  S„  B.  C.  B.OB«.  B.et.   F.R.S.       ;tirffiraUnffo"X7or/^irc;Tf 
Lecture  III  another  kind,  though  of  such  a  nature 

^    ,  ,        ^ ,-  «      ,    /.  T^.  that  one  individual  cannot  well  communi- 

Pathology  of  HyUena--Result  of  DtssectwtiM^  ^^^^  jt  ^  another,  either  in  a  lecture  or 
TreaimmioJ  Local  Hystena-^IWeventionof  writing.  You  will  then  find,  that  while 
the  Dimase-Fffect  o^  Tonict— Local  appU.  ^^  ^wo  of  these  cases  are  precisely 
catiane-^DivwoH  of  ^erves^Other  opera  g^^  jn  all  respects  alike,  it  is  by  no 
tiaf»-Caneluding  cautioti.  means  difficult  to  trace  a  series  of  cases 

ALTiiovGHtheexamplesof  local  hysterical  leading  from  one  to  the  other  by  an 
afibctioDS  which  I  have  adduced  in  the  aimost  imperceptible  gradation,  and  con- 
two  preceding  lectures,  form  only  a  part  of  necting  with  each  other  symptoms  which, 
those  which  you  will  meet  with  in  prac-  in  the  first  instance,  might  be  regarded 
tice,  they  are  probably  sufficient  to  answer  as  the  most  distant  and  heterogeneous, 
the  purpose  of  rendering  yon  less  liable  Another  question  cannot  fail  to  arise  in 
than  you  would  have  been  otherwise,  to  the  progress  of  these  investigations.  What 
fall  into  the  very  common  error  of  con-  is  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  on  which 
founding  cases  of  this  descriptitm  with  these  various  and  anomalous  symptoms 
(hose  of  real  local  disease.  This  is  the  depend  ?  We  cannot  doubt  that  its  loca. 
principal  object  which  I  have  had  in  view,  Hty  is  in  the  nervous  system.  This  is  suf- 
in  directing  your  attention  to  this  subject :  ficiently  demonstrated  by  the  characters  of 
but  it  is  one  of  much  interest,  and  I  am  the  symptoms  themselves.  Dissection, 
unwilling  that  you  should  leave  it  without  which  illuminates  so  many  of  the  darkest 
proceeding  somewhat  further  in  the  in-  regions  of  pathology,  affords  us  little  as- 
<|oirie8  to  which  it  leads.  In  the  present  sistance  here:  at  least  we  derive  from  4t 
lecture,  then,  I  propose  to  oiler  some  ob-  only  negative  information.  1  have,  in 
nervations  on  the  pathology  of  these  cases,  several  instances,  examined  the  parts  to 
and  on  the  treatment  which  should  be  em-  which  hysterical  pains  had  been  referred ; 
ployed  for  their  relief.  and  in   one  very  aggravated  case  of  the 

kind,  I  made  a  careful  dissection  of  all  the 
Pathology  of  Hysteria.  nerves  by  which  they  were  supplied,  but 

Probably  the  following  question  has  al-     I   have  never  been    able   to   discover  in 
ready  presented   itself  to  your  minds.     Is    them   any  thing  different  from   what  be- 
there  any  sufficient  evidence  that  symp-     longed   to   their  natural  condition.     But 
toms  so  various  and  dissimilar  us  s  me  of    every  part' of  the  body  has  its  corrcspond- 
those  whidi  have  been  described,  depend    ing   point  in   the  brain,  and  the  greater 
on   one  and  the  same  cause  ?     Are  there    number  of  them  have  their  corresponding 
good   grounds  for  the  hypothesis  that  a     points  in  the  spinal  cord  also.     Does  the 
pain  in  the  knee  in  one  case,  retention  of    examination  of  these  organs  lead  to  any 
arine   in  a  second,  tympanitis  in  a  third,    more  satisfactory  result?     The  best  proof 
are  only   different  manifestations  of  one    that  it  does  not  do  so  is  furnished  by  the 
and  the  same  disease,  and  that  they  are    following  circumstance:  although  so  many 
connected   with  the  same  state  of  system     die  of  other  diseases,  who  have  suffered 
as  that  which  gives  rise  to  the  common    from  hysteria  also,  and  the  opportunities 
fits  of  hysteria  ?     The  same  question  may    of  examining  the  bodies  of  hysterical  pa- 
arise  if  you  refer  to  Sydenham's  obscrva-    tients  after  death  are  therefore  sufficiently 
UoBS  on  hysteria,  in  which  he  has  cndea-    numerous,  yet  the  works  of  the  best  mor- 
voured  to  point  out  the  sympt<»ms  which    bid  anatomists  contain    no  observations 
may  mislead  the  medical,  as  1  (following    whatever  on  the  subject.    I  have  had  the 
him  kaud  pat$ibus  acquis)  have  now  endea-    opportunity  of  instituting  post-mortem  ex- 
voured  to  point  out  those  which  may  mis-    aminations  in  three  cases,  in  which  the 
lead  the  surgical,  practitioner.    To  this  it    hysterical  affections  were  of  so  aggravated 
JUiy  be  answered,  that  there  is  scarcelv  a    a  kind  as  to  be,  directly  or  indirectly,  the 
fingle  case,  such  as  I  have  endeavoured  to    cause  of  death ;  and  you  shall  know  the 
dewribe,  in   which,  if  ycm  have  the  op-     result.     In   one  of  them,  the  patient   la- 
portunity  of  studying  its  history  and  ))ro-    boured  under  a  very  severe  hysterical  pain 
gresft,  you  will  not  find  ahuudant  proof  of    in  the  side,  and  was  liable,  amoni?  various 
the  patient  having  suficred,  in  a  greater  or    other  hysterical  symptoms,  to  fitSj  in  which 
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she  was  scarcely  conscious  of  her  own  ac-  copying  almost  the  entire  circamfercnee  of 

tions.     It  must  have  been  in  one  of  these  the  intestine. 

attacks  that  a  great  number  of  needles  The  female,  who  was  the  subject  of  the 
were  introduced  into  one  of  her  legs,  which  third  case  had  laboured  under  a  paralytic 
afterwards  occasioned  much  inflammation  affection  of  the  lower  limbs  {parmpiegia), 
and  effusion  of  serum  into  the  cellular  which  Dr.  Seymour  belieTcd,  with  g(»od 
texture.  The  patient  died,  and  the  body  reason,  to  be  connected  with,  and  the  con- 
was  most  carefully  examined,  but  no  mor-  sequence  of,  hysteria.  A  practitioner 
bid  appearaiices  of  any  kind  could  be  dis-  whom  she  consulted,  however,  thought  it 
covered  in  it,  except  what  belonged  to  the  advisable  to  have  recourse  to  repeated 
oedematous  state  of  the  leg.  Another  case  blood-letting  and  other  methods  of  deple- 
is  one  to  which  T  have  referred  already,  in  tion.  The  result  was,  the  formation  of  ex- 
which,  the  patient  having  long  laboured  tensive  sloughs  of  the  nates  and  of  the  soft 
under  an  hysterical  retention  of  urine,  the  parts  covering  the  ankles.  The  patient 
bladder  was  found  enormously  distended,  was  now  admitted  into  the  hospital,  in  a 
of  a  black  colour,  the  mucous  membrane  state  of  great  exhaustion,  and  soon  after- 
and  muscular  tunic  being  at  the  same  wards  died.  The  brain  and  spinal  cord 
time  much  attenuated.  This  patient  was  were  most  carefully  examined,  in  the  pre- 
an  unmarried  female,  twenty  nine  vears  of  sence  of  many  of  yon  who  are  now  pre- 
age.  Having  been  previously  indisposed  sent,  but  it  could  not  be  discovered  that 
for  a  considerable  time,  she  was  supposed  they  differed,  in  the  smallest  degree,  from 
to  have  sprained  her  wrist  in  lifting  a  their  natural  condition;  nor  were  there 
heavy  saucepan.  From  this  time  she  was  any  sig^s  of  disease  in  the  thoracic  or  ab- 
never  free  from  pain,  referred  to  the  outer  dominal  viscera. 

part  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  radius.  In  adducing  these  facts,  however,  I  by 
The  pain  extended  up  the  forearm,  and  no  means  intend  to  assert  that  the  nrgani- 
downwards  on  the  side.  In  November,  zation  of  the  nervous  system,  in  a  persnn 
1814,  about  a  month  after  the  occurrence  of  who  is  liable  to  aggravated  hysterical  af- 
the  accident,  she  was  admitted  into  the  fections,  differs  in  no  respect  from  that  of 
hospital.  At  this  time  the  most  careful  another.  The  intimate  stmetnre  of  the 
examination  could  detect  no  alteration  in  brain,  spinal  cord,  and  nerves,  is  on  too  mi- 
the  appearance  of  the  limb,  but  she  com«  nute  a  scale  for  our  senses  to  be  able  to  per* 
plained  of  a  constant  and  intense  pain,  ceive  and  comprehend  it,and  of  course  there 
which  extended  from  the  supposed  seat  of  may  be  differences  in  the  organization  of 
the  injury  downwards  to  the  fingers,  up-  these  organs  which  our  senses  are  incapable 
wards  to  the  shoulder,  and  ag^in  down-  of  detecting  also.  Thereisjt  is  true,  nothing 
wards  to  the  spine  and  sternum.  She  in  the  history  of  hysteria  to  justify  the 
had  great  oppression  and  difliculty  of  opinion  that  it  is  connected  with  any  mor- 
respiration,  occasional  twitches  of  the  bid  growth,  or  morbid  change  of  structure, 
muscles  of  the  face,  and  any  sudden  mo-  such  as  we  find  to  exist  in  what  are  usually 
tion  of  the  hand  aggravated  all  these  symp-  termed  organic  diseases :  but  it  is  easy  to 
toms,  and  then  tlirew  her  into  a  state  ap-  suppose,  without  reference  to  organic  dis- 
proacbiiig  to  that  of  syncope ;  in  which  ease,  that  the  construction  of  the  nervous 
she  was  almost  unconscious  of  all  that  system,  at  the  period  when  growth  is  con- 
happened,  lying  with  her  eyes  wide  open,  eluded,  may  not  be  the  same  in  all  indivi- 
and  at  last  recovering  with  an  hysterical  duals,  and  that  an  imperfect  development 
sobbing.  Her  pulse  was  feeble,  beating  of  it  may  lay  the  foundation  of  all  the  ag- 
120  times  in  a  minute.  Furty  ounces  of  gravated  hysterical  affections.  It  seems  to 
urine  were  drawn  off  from  the  bladder,  me  that  this  hypothesis  affords  a  reasonable 
but  without  any  relief  as  to  the  other  explanation  of  all  the  phenomena  which 
symptoms.  The  tongue  became  black  and  those  strange  diseases  present  toourob- 
dry ;  the  pulse  more  feeble ;  the  belly  serration,  and  that  it  is  not  easy  to  ex- 
tympanitic ;  the  alvine  evacuations  being  plain  them  in  any  other  manner.  This 
of  a  dark  colour.  Then  there  was  hie-  being  admitted,  the  connexion  of  hysteria 
cough  and  vomiting;  she  became  weaker  with  the  habits  of  early  life,  while  growth 
and  weaker,  and  died  after  .the  lapse  of  is  going  on,  becomes  no  mystery.  We 
14  days  from  the  time  of  her  admission  can  understand,  also,  wherefore  it  is  that 
into  the  hospital.  After  death,  the  brain  the  disposition  is  often,  to  a  certain  degree, 
and  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  hereditary— that  it  prevails  in  particular 
were  very  carefully  examined,  but  no  mor-  families,  and  that  having  been  once  esta- 
bid  appearances  were  discovered  in  any  blished  in  the  system,  it  is  never  totally 
one  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  the  pe-  eradicated.  Nor  is  this  opinion  in  any 
culiar  condition  of  the  bladder  which  was  way  contradicted  by  the  circumstance  of 
described  formerly,  and  two  ulcers  of  the  hysterical  symptoms  alternating  with 
mucous  membrane  of  the  iUum^  each  not  longer  or  shorter  intervals  of  perfect 
more  than  half  an  inch  in  length,  but  oc-  health.    It  is  the  same  with  many  other 
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nemms  diseafet,  some  of  which  are  much  yature  of  the  spine.  In  some  instances, 
more  formidable  than  these.  The  lanatic  and  more  especially  in  the  parts  which 
has  intenrals  in  which  his  delusions  Tanish.  are  most  exposed  to  the  external  tem. 
A  tamor  pressing  on  the  brain  may  occa-  perature,  or  at  the  greatest  distance 
lion  epilepsy:  the  cause  exists  always,  from  the  vital  organs,  the  point  of  the 
iNit  after  the  patient  has  had  one  fit,  weeks  nose,  for  example,  and  the  ankles,  the 
or  months  may  elapse  before  h&has  ano-  circulation  is  so  weak  that  they  assume  at 
tber.  In  like  manner  a  patient  may  have  times  a  purple  appearance,  followed  by 
a  nervous  system  so  constructed  as  to  ren-  vesications,  and  even  by  a  thin  slough. 
der  her  liable  to  attacks  of  hysteria.  These  last-mentioned  symptoms  are,  in 
While  she  is  strong  and  healthy  in  other  themselves,  a  proof  of  an  insufficient  gene> 
Tespects,  no  hysterical  symptoms  arise ;  ration  of  nervous  energy ;  they  correspond 
bat  if  she  be  weakened  by  an  attack  of  to  what  is  fibserved  after  severe  injuries  of 
fever,  by  loss  of  blood,  by  too  great  exer-  the  spinal  cord,  as  well  as  to  what  occurred 
tion  of  mind  and  body,  or  depressed  by  in  the  following  cases,  as  the  consequence 
anxiety,  grief,  or  disappointment,  the  of  an  injury  of  a  nerve.  A  young  man 
disease  is  rendered  manifest,  and  it  as.  met  with  an  accident,  in  which  the  ulnar 
Mimes  one  form  or  another,  accordingly  nerve  was  divided  behind  the  inner  con- 
as  accident  directs  its  influence  to  one  or  dyle  of  the  arm.  The  wound  healed  rea- 
anotber  part  of  the  system.  dily;   but  when  I  was  consulted,  about 

Tliis  view  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  three  months  afterwards,  the  little  finger 

hysterical    affections  derives  some  confir-  was  cold,  and  deprived  of  sensation,  with 

nation  from  a  circumstance  which  I  have  purple  spots  on  it,  similar  to  those  which 

had  frequent    occasion    to  observe;    al-  precede  the  formation  of  vesications.    A 

though  it  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  girl  was  admitted  some  years  ago  into  the 

noticed  by  pathological  writers.    In'  those  hospital  after  a  similar  accident.     The 

who  are  much  disposed  to  them,  there  is  an  little  finger  was  cold  and  benumbed,  and 

evident  weakness  and  laxity  of  the  tissues,  occasionally  the  whole  of  the  integuments 

independently  of  what  may  be  supposed  covering  it  assumed  a  dark  purple  colour: 

to  belong  totlie  tissues  of  the  nervous  sys-  this  was  always  followed  by  a  broad  vesi< 

ten.    Thus  there  is  a  peculiar  looseness  of  cation  ;  then  by  a  superficial  sore,  which, 

the  joints ;  sometimes  existing  to  such  an  however,  healed  by  the  formation  of  a  new 

extent  that  they  are  liable  to  a  kind  of  cuticle ;  and  this  process  was  repeated  se- 

snblnxation  (a  slipping  in  and  out,  as  the  veral  times  while  the  girl  remained  in  the 

patient  terms  it),  without  anv  laceration  of  hospital. 
the  synovial  membrane  or  ligaments.    I 

have  known  several  cases  in  which  a  pa-  Treatment  of  Local  Hytterical  Afeclions. 

tient,  on  making  some  sudden  exertion,        In  some  instances  the   disposition  to 

has  experienced  a  sensation  as  if  some  hysteria  manifestly  depends  on  an  original 

mnscnlar  or  ligamentous  fibres  had  given  mal-construction  of  the  nervous  system, 

way;  and,  in  some  instances,  a  severe  ner-  which  probably  has  been  transmitted  from 

vons  pain,  referred  to  this  and  the  neigh>  the  parent  to  the  child:  in   others  it  is 

bearing  parts,  has  remained  for  a  long  equally  manifest  that  it  is  the  result  of 

time  alierwards.    It  is  not  unusual  for  the  injudicious  management  in  the  early  part 

smaller  blood-vessels  to  burst,  so  as  to  oc-  of  life.    In  the  latter  order  of  cases,  the  ill 

casion  slight  hsoroorrhage;  although  there  consequences,  which  would  otherwise  en 

is  no  actual  disease  in  the  bleeding  part,  sue,  may  be  altogether   averted  by   the 

This  occurs  most  frequently  with  respect  timely  adoption  of  a  better  system  of  edu. 

to  the  vessels  of  the  mucous  membranes,  cation ;  %nd  in  the  former,  much  may  be 

The    disposition    to    haemorrhage,  how-  done  in  the  interval  between  the  period  of 

ever,  is  not  peculiar  to  these  textures.     In  infancy  and  that  of  growth  being  com. 

a  patient  concerning  whom   I   was  con-  pletedj^  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 

salted  with  Mr.  Mawdsley,  there  had  been  individual,  and  to  render  her  situation  in 

repeated  haemorrhages  from  the  ears.  after-life  less  distressing  than  it  would  be 

These  things  must  be  regarded  as  indi-  otherwise, 
cations  of  want  of  physical  power  in  the         You  can  render  no  more  essential  scr- 

system,  and  such  is  the  prevailing  charac-  vice  to  the  more  affluent  classes  of  so- 

ter  of  hysterical  disease — most  distinctly  ciety,  than  by  availing  yourselves  of  every 

marked,  of  course,  in  the  most  aggravated  opportunity  of  explaining  to  those  among 

eases  of  the  kind.    A  large  proportion  of  them  who  are  parents,  how  much  the  ordi- 

bysterical  patients  suffer  from  cold  hands  nary  system  of  education  tends  to  engender 

and  feet,  have  a  feeble  contracted  pulse,  a  the  disposition   to   these  diseases  among 

small  appetite  for  food,  and  are  wearied  their  female  children.     If  you  would  go 

by  very  small  exertions ;  thev  are  more  further,  so  as  to  make  them  understand  in 

liable  than  other  persons  to  lateral  cu;-  what  their  error  consists— what  they  ought 
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\o  do,  and  what  ibey  ought  to  leave  un<  tediam  and  mnui  of  a  life  without  occu- 

done,  you  need  only  point  out  the  dif-  pation  ;  when  the  mind  is,  as  it  were, 

ference  between  the  plans  usually  pursued  thrown  back  upon  itself,  brooding  over 

in  the  bringing  up  of  the  two  sexes.    The  imaginary  misfortunes,  and  creating  for 

boys  are  sent  at  an  early  a^e  to  school,  itself  objects  of  anxiety, 

where  a  large  portion  of  their  time   is  The  use  of  wbnt  are  usually  called  anti. 

passed  in  taking  exercise  in  the  open  air;  spasmodic   remedies,  especially    ralerian 

while  their  sisters  are  confined  to  heated  and  assafoetida,  is  indicated,  not  where 

rooms,  taking  little  exercise  out  of  doors,  there  is  merely  a  liability  to  hysterical 

and  often  none  at  all,  except  in  a  carriage,  symptoms,  but  where  these  symptoms  are 

Then,  for  the  most  jMirt,  we  latter  spend  actually  present.    Those  tonics  which  are 

much  more  of  their  time  in  actual  study  useful  in  preventing  these  symptoms,  are 

than  the  former.    The  mind  fl  over-edu-  useful  in  the  removal  of  them  also,  espe- 

cated  at  the  expense  of  the  physical  struc*  cially  where  the  disease  assumes  a  chronic 

ture,  and,  after  all,  with  little  advantage  form,  as  it  generally  does  in  the  cases 

to  the  mind  itself;  for  who  can  doubt  that  which  fall  under  the  observation  of  the 

the  principal  object  of  this  part  of  educa-  surgeon.    Here,  also,  I  have  in  several  in< 

tion  ought  to  be,  not  so  much  to  fill  the  stances  known  much  advantage  to  arise 

mind  with  knowledge,  as  to  train  it  to  a  from  a  long-continued  course  of  the  sul. 

right  exercise  of  its  intellectual  and  moral  pbate  of  copper  administered  in  pills,  in 

faculties,  or  that,  other  things  being  the  small  doses.    Nor  must  we  overlook  ano- 

same,  this  is  more  easily  accomplished  in  ther  important  rule  of  practice.    There  is 

those,  whose  animal  functions  are  pre-  often  some  particular  circumstance  in  the 

served  in  a  healthy  state,  tlian  it  is  in  state  of  the  system  at  the  time,  which 

others  ?  operates  as  the  immediate  exciting  cause 

of  the  hysterical  symptoms,  and  which 
But  these  observations  relate  only  to  medicine  may  remove.  For  example,  in 
measures  of  prevention;  whereas,  in  prac-  one  individual  there  may  be  a  furred 
tice,  you  will  have  to  deal  with  cases  in  tongue,  and  a  costive  state  of  the  bowels; 
which  the  hysterical  co:?struction  of  the  in  another  deficient  menstruation ;  and 
nervous  system  already  exists.  purgatives  and  emmenagpgues  may  be  ad. 
The  medical  treatment  of  hysteria  is  in  ministered  with  advantage,  either  sepa> 
the  department  of  the  physician ;  and  as  rately  or  in  combination.  Again,  it  is  not 
this  subject  is  treated  of  at  length  in  the  unusual  in  aggravated  cases  of  hysteria  to 
lectures  on  the  practice  of  medicine,  I  shall  find  the  urine  depositing  a  large  quantity 
only  offer  a  few  observations  as  to  the  of  lithic  acid,  in  the  form  of  sand ;  or  tiie 
principles  in  which  it  should  be  con-  urine  may  be  voided  high-coloured,  depo. 
ducted.  siting  a  pink  amorphous  sediment,  abound- 
In  those  in  whom  the  liability  to  hyste-  ing  in  the  lithate  of  ammonia ;  and  in 
rical  diseases  exists,  as  I  have  already  had  either  of  these  cases  the  exhibition  of  al- 
occa^iun  to  observe,  the  symptoms  of  hys-  kalies,  combined  with  alterative  doses  of 
tcria  are  not  always  present,  and  much  mercury,  and  a  regulated  diet,  will  contri- 
may  be  done  by  art  towards  rendering  their  bute  to  produce  a  cure,  the  unhealthy  qua* 
occurrence  less  fVequent,  and  their  charac  lity  of  the  urine  seeming  to  be  the  cause 
tor  less  severe,than  would  be  the  case  other*  rather  than  the  effect  of  the  hysterical 
wise.  These  symptom^  are  especially  called  affection. 

into  existence  whenever,  from  any  cause,  On  all  these  points  I  refer  you  to  the 
the  bodily  powers  are  reduced  below  the  instructions  which  you  will  receive  from 
ordinary  standard ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  some  of  your  other  teachers;  but  there  are 
suppose'  that  an  opposite  effect  will  be  pro-  some  questions  connected  with  the  surgi- 
duced  by  whatever  tends  to  elevate  these  cal  treatment  of  local  hysterical  affections, 
powers,  and  maintain  the  general  health,  into  the  consideration  of  which  I  shall 
The  whole  class  of  tonic  remedies,  espe-  feel  it  my  duty  to  enter  more  fully ;  al- 
cially  steel,  quinine,  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  though,  in  so  doing,  the  advice  which  I 
ammonia,  may,  under  certain  circum-  shall  have  to  give  you  will  be  for  the  most 
stances,  be  employed  with  advantage.  So  part  of  a  negative  kind,  relating  not  so 
4ilso,  it  is  of  importance  that  the  patient  much  to  what  you  ought  to  do,  as  to  what 
should  live  on  a  generous  diet — that  she  you  ought  to  leave  undone, 
should  take  exercise  out  of  doors — that  she  Hysterical  pains  are  sometimes  relieved 
should  live  in  the  pure  air  of  the  country  by  friction  with  a  stimulating  liniment — 
rather  than  in  that  of  a  crowded  city^-and  such,  for  example,  as  the  compound  cam- 
that  her  mind  should  be  agreeably  occu-  phor  liniment,  which  may  also  be  used 
pied,  without  being  exhausted  by  great  m  combination  with  the  tincture  of  opium, 
exertions.  Nothing  tends  more  to  aggra-  The  application  of  the  belladonna  plaster 
Tate  the  disposition  to  hysteria  than  the  is  occasionally  useful,  although  it  certainly 
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does  not  pvodnoe  those  remarkable  effects  of  observing,  that  nothing  is  more  essen. 

which  not  anfteqnently  follow  its  use  in  tial  to  the  patient's  recovery  than  that  her 

other  cases  of  neuralgia.  mind  shotild  not  be  constantly  occupied 

Hysterical  painsare  sometimes  palliated  with  the  subject  of  her  ailments.    The 

by  bathine  the    affeeted    part  with  the  treatment  employed  should  be  such   as 

following  lotion,  applied  tepid :— >  will  involve  as  little  as  possible  deviation 

m  Camphone,  3h».5  Spiritus  ^"'"^  the  ordinary  habits  of  life.    Thus  in 

ini,lisiM?fiat^loUo.  a  case  of  hystencal  neuralgia  of  the  knee 

•"  ,^i— - «-..  «•*  wfc*v.  ^  Ijjp^  j^  seldom  happens  that  any  real 

In  some  instances  the  patients  derive  amendment  takes  place  while  the  patient 

advantage  ftom  the  exposure  of  the  part  remains  confined  as  an  invalid   to    her 

to  the  vapoar  of  hot  water.    This  is  espe-  .sofa.    The  pain  may  abate,  but  a  sense  of 

cially  useful  in  the  cases  of  that  peculiar  weakness  follows,  which  disables  her  from 

affection  of  the  wrist  and  hand  which  I  walking,  more  than  the  pain  itself,  and 

described  in  the  last  lecture.  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  goes  on  in- 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  limb  to  creasing  in  proportion  as  the  confinement 

which  the  symptoms  are  referred  is  aflect*  is  of  longer  duration.    The  first  step  to* 

ed  alternately  with  beat  and  cold,  I  have  wards  a  cure  is,  that  the  patient  should 

known  the  following  plan  of  treatment  to  have  sufficient  strength  of  mind  to  begin 

be  attended  with  excellent  effects.    Dur-  to  use  the  limb  in  spite  of  present  suf. 

ing  what  may  be  termed  the  hot  fit.  let  a  fering. 

compress  be  applied  wet  vrith  a  cold  spi-  Another  question  connected  with  suigi* 
ritnous  lotion ;  and  when  the  heat  has  cal  practice  remains  to  be  considered.  In 
subsided,  and  the  limb  has  become  cold,  hysterical  diseases  affecting  the  extre- 
let  a  thick  woollen  stocking  be  drawn  over  mities,  will  any  advantage  arise  from  the 
it,  and  then  an  oiled  silk  covering  over  the  division  of  the  nerves  which  supply  the 
worsted  stocking,  so  as  to  confine  the  heat  affected  part,  so  as  to  destroy  the  commu. 
and  perspiration.  When  the  cold  fit  has  nication  between  it  and  the  sensorium? 
subsided,  the  oiled  silk  covering  may  be  or  from  the  entire  removal  of  the  part 
removed.  This  local  treatment,  however,  itself,  by  excision  or  amputation  ?  If  the 
should  be  combined  with  the  exhibition  of  view  which  I  have  been  led  to  take  of 
the  sulphate  of  quinine,  the  use  of  which  these  affections,  namely,  that  they  belong 
seems  to  be  especially  indicated  by  the  in-  to  the  nervous  system  generally,  and  not 
termitting  character  of  the  symptoms.  to  the  part  to  which  the  symptoms  are  re- 
in some  cases  of  hvstencal  neuralgia  ferred,  has  any  foundation  in  reality,  it 
the  patient  is  supposed  to  derive  benefit  cannot  be  expected  that  such  operations 
from  the  abstraction  of  blood  by  leeches,  will  lead  to  any  good  result:  and  the  no- 
or  cupping,  or  even  by  venesection.  In-  torious  failure  of  similar  operations,  when 
deed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  loss  of  performed  in  cases  of  tie  douloureux  of  the 
blood  is  occasionally  followed  by  a  real  face,  and  tetanus,  undoubtedly  tends  to 
alleviation  of  pain.  But  the  relief  is  never  confirm  this  opinion  as  to  their  utter  inu- 
otherwise  than  temporary;  and  wherever  tility.  Pathological  science,  however,  is 
I  have  known  this  kind  of  treatment  to  be  not  so  far  advanced  as  to  authorize  us  in 
frequently  resorted  to,  the  ultimate  result  any  instance  to  disre^^ard  the  lessons  of 
has  been,  certainly,  not  only  not  beneficial,  experience;  and  it  is  well,  before  we 
but  absolutely  injurious  to  the  patient,  arrive  at  a  positive  conclusion  on  the  sub- 
In  fact,  we  may  lay  it  down  as  a  general  ject,  that  we  should  refer  to  this  higher 
rule,  that  whatever  lessens  the  physical  source  of  instruction. 
powers  tends  to  prolong  the  duration  of  In  a  case  which  I  have  already  men- 
nysterical  diseases  of  all  kinds ;  and  no-  tioned,  of  a  young  ladv  who  had  a  train  of 
thing  produces  this  effect  in  a  more  mark,  most  severe  hysterical  symptoms  follow. 
ed  manner  than  repeated  blood-letting,  ing  the  accidental  prick  of  her  finger,  I 
Those  who  are  subjected  to  this  treat-  was  induced  (many  years  ago)  to  divide 
ment,  according  to  my  experience,  become  the  digital  nerves.  This  was  effected  by  a 
almost  invariably  invalids  for  life;  and  I  circular  incision,  carefully  performed,  ex. 
have  no  doubt  that  not  unfrequently  their  tending  through  the  whole  of  the  nerves,  in. 
lives  are  materially  shortened  by  it.  teguments,  vessels,  and  cellular  texture. 
Blisters,  issues,  and  the  whole  class  of  to  the  bones  latersJly,  and  to  the  aponeu* 
counter-irritants,  in  the  majority  of  cases  roses  of  the  tendons,  anteriorly  and  poste- 
increase  the  patient's  sufferings ;  and  there  riorly.  The  result  was,  that  the  patient's 
is  one  objection  that  may  be  ui^ged  against  sufferings  were  aggravated  rather  than 
idl  local  remedies,  which  applies  especially  relieved. 

to  these,  namely,  that  they  prevent  the  As  long  ago  as  the^rear  1818,  I  was 

attention  being  abstracted  from  the  local  requested  to  visit  a  lady  in  the  country 

sjrmptoms.    t  may  tid^e  this  opportunity  on  account  of  a  disease  of  the  knee*    1 
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was  led  to  belieTe  that  she  had  laboured  period  I  had  the  opportonity  of  neeing  tb« 

under    an    inflammation    of    the    syno-  patient,  the  pain  which  she  endured  being 

Tial   membrane,   which    had    in  a  great  as  severe  as  ever.  In  short,  nhe  had  un  ler- 

degree    subsided,    but    that    the   harder  gone  these  various    operations,    withi^nt 

textures  had  suffered  in  consequence,  and  having   derived   the   smallest    advantage 

that  the  cartilages  were  in  danger  of  being  from  any  one  of  them, 

ulcerated,  and  I  recommended  a  plan  of  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  these,  and 

treatment  accordingly.  Whether,  with  my  other  similar  cases  which  might  beenuroe- 

E resent  experience  on  the  subject,  I  should  rated,  seem  to  be  quite  conclusive  agaiust 

ave  taken  the  same  view  of  her  case,  1  will  all   attempts   to    relieve  these  hysterical 

not  undertake  to  say,  but  the  result  was,  afl*ections  by  operation.    Some  evidence, 
that  a  material  improvement  took  place  in  .  however,  may,  and  has  been,  addoccd,  on 

the  first  instance.     After  some  time,  how-  the  other  side  of  the  question, 

ever,  there  was  a  manifest  aggravation  of  A  voung  woman  was  bled  in  the  arm, 

all   her  symptoms.      She  suffered    more  inJuly,  l&O.    The  wound  healed  as  usual, 

than  ever ;  so  that  she  became  anxious  to  but  on  the  7th  of  August  she  was  admitted 

undergo  the  amputation  of  the  limb.    I  into  St.  George's  hospital  labouring  under 

was  now  again  consulted  respecting  her, but  hysterical    pain,   referred  chiefly   to    the 

from   the  written  accounts  which    I   re-  cicatrix,  but  extending  also  downwards  to 

ceived,  I  concluded  that  the  pain  did  not  the  hand,  upwards  to  the  axilla,  and  again 

indicate  the  existence  of  any  serious  dis-  downwards  on  the  side  to  the   leg  and 

ease,  and  that  the  circumstances  of  the  foot,  the  latter  being  at  the  same  time  in 

case    did  not  justify  so  violent  a  mea-  a  great  degree  benumbed.      The  whole  of 

sure  as  had  been  proposed.    However,  her  the  arm  was  cold,  and  of  a  purple  colour, 

wishes  remained  unaltered,  and  two  sur.  and  the  skin  was  exquisitely  sensible  when 

geons  of  eminence  in  the  country  yielding  pinched.    On  the  25th  of  August  I  ex- 

to  her  entreaties,  performed  the    opera-  cised  the  cicatrix.    She  was  supposed  to 

tion.      On  dissection  of   the  amputated  be  immediately  relieved,  and  when  the 

joint,    they  were  surprised  to  find  that  wound  made  in  the  operation  was  healed, 

there  was  no  collection  of  matter  in  its  she  left  the  hospital  as  cured.    So  far, 

cavity  —  that   the   cartilages  bad   disap-  then,  it  appeared  as  if  the  operation  had 

peared  in  one  spot,  of  very  limited  extent  been  successful.     But  observe  what  hap- 

— and  that  there  was  no  other  mischief,  pened  afterwards.    At  the  expiration  of 

The  stump  healed  readily  enough,  but  fshe  two  months,  she  was  re-admitted,  not  on 

obtained  no  relief.     I  had  the  opportunity  account  of  a  recurrence  of  the  pain  in  the 

of  seeing  her  some  months  after  the  opera-  arm,  but  with  other  symptoms  depending 

tion,  suffering  more  than  ever,  with  in-  on  the  same  state  of  the  greneral  system, 

tense  pain  in  the  stump,  and  violent  con*  The  nose  was  cold,  and  of  a  purple  colour, 

vulsive  action  of  the  muscles  which  move  and  there  was  a  similar  condition  of  the 

the  thigh  bone  on  the  pelvis.  integuments  of  the  ankle.      On  the  latter 

Mr.  Soden,  of  Bath,  informed  me  of  there  was  a  broad  vesication  ;  and  both  ot 

another  of  these  cases,  which  fell  under  these   parts  seemed  as  if  on  the  point  of 

his  observation,  in  which   also  the  limb  becoming  gangrenous.     This  result,  how. 

was  amputated  above  the  knee,  but  with  ever,  did  not  take  place,  and  I  lost  sight 

no  better  result  than  in  the  case  last  men-  of  the  patient  some  time  afterwards, 

tioned.      The     symptoms    attacked     the  In  Mr.  Mayo*s  patient*,  whose  case  I 

stump,  and  the  patient  suffered  as  much  have  already  mentioned,  we  are  informed 

after  the  operation  as  she  had  done  before,  that  he  afterwards  was  induced  to  perform 

The  hist(»ry  of  a  third  case  of  the  same  a  further  operation — removing  the  head  of 

kind  has  been  published  by  Mr.  Mayo,  in  the  thigh  bone  from  the  acetabulum  :   and 

his  Outlines  of  Pathology.    The  knee  was  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mayo,  in  which 

amputated,  and  the  stump  healed.      Soon  he  states  that  this  last  measure  has  been 

after,  the  stump  was  accidentally  struck,  followed  by  a  relief  from  pain  up  to  the 

and  this  slight  accident  was  followed  by  present    time.      We   are    also    informed 

pain  in  the  part,  exactly  similar  to  that  that  Sir  Astley  Cooperf  amputated  the 

which  had  been   referred  formerly   to  the  arm  at   the  shoulder  joint,  on   account 

knee.    Amputation  was  then  performed  a  of   a    neuralgic    affection    of  a    stump, 

second  time;  but  as  the  wound  healed,  and    that  the  patient  was   permanently 

the    pain    recurred,  being   now   referred  cured ;  and  that  similar  operations  were 

to  the  stump.      Mr.  Mayo  then   divided  performed   successfully  by    Mr.  Bransby 

the  sciatic  nerve,  below  the  edge  of  the  Cooper  and    Mr.    Langstaff.      However, 

gluteus  maiimui  muscle.     At  first  the  pain  until  we  know  more  of  these  cases  than  is 

was  supposed  to  have  been  relieved,   as 

after  the  former  operations ;  but  it  return-  .  ^.^.^^^  Oa«tt..  M.y  7. 1886. 

ed  on  the  wound  being  healed.    At  this  tO|».cit. 
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now  recorded,  it  is  impossible  for  ns  to  de-  trial  of  these  remedies.  The  first  champoo- 
termine  whether  they  did  or  did  not  belong  ing  gave  her  great  relief;  the  second  com- 
to  the  cla^  of  hysterical  affections.     Eren  pleted  the  cure.     I  was  consulted  respect- 
if  they  did,  the  question  still  remains —  ing  her  afterwards,  labouring  under    a 
how  long  did  the  patients  remain  under  nervous  affection  of  the  arm  and  forearm. 
the  obserration  of  the  surgeons  afterwards ;  I  have  been  informed,  on  good  au  thority, 
and  was  a  cure  really  obtained,  or  was  of  the  case  of  a  young  lady,  who  had  loug 
there  simply  a  commutation  ofonehys-  laboured  under  a  severe  hysterical  affection, 
terical  affection  for  another  ?  attended  with  spasmodic  contraction   of 
In  estimating  the  value,  not  only  of  the  muscles  of  one  of  the  lower  limbs,  and 
soch  operations,  bat  of  various  other  modes  whose  symptoms  left  her  suddenly  on  the 
of  treatment  which  have  been  supposed  at  extraction  of  a  molar  tooth, 
one  time  or  another  to  be  useful  in  cases  In  the  Christian  Observer  for  November, 
of  aggravated  hysteria,  we  are  never    to  1830,  we  find  recorded  the  history  of  Miss 
lose  sight  of  the  following  circumstances.  Fancourt,  who  had  long  been  confined  to 
1.  Ilytterical  tymptomtfr^uently  diaappear  at  her  couch,  in  consequence  of  what  was 
0nre,  toithout  any  manifest  cause  for  their  dis*  evidently  an  hysterical  affection  simulating 
appearance.    Examples  of  this  fact  mny  be  disease  of  the  hip  joint,  and  was  supposed 
found  among  the  cases  to  which  I  have  to  have  been   miraculously   cured    under 
bad  occasion  to  refer  in  the  preceding  lee-  the  influence  of  the  prayers  of  her  spiritual 
tores.     A  young  lady,  who  had  been  for  adviser,  leaving  her  couch   at  once,  and 
more  than  two  years  confined  to  her  bed  walking  down  to, supper,  to  the  astonish- 
on  account  of  an  hysterical  affection  simu-  ment  of  her  family. 
lating  disease  of  the  hip  joint,  recovered  We  need  not  pursue  this  part  of  our  in- 
snddenly  one  night  while  in  the  act  of  quiries  further.    To  you  who  will  soon  be 
torning'in  bed.     Another  young  lady,  in  engaged  in  the  practice  of  your  profession, 
whom  a  long  train  of  most  severe  hysteri-  what  I  have  now  stated  will  be  snfiicient 
cal  symptoms  followed  an  accidental  prick  to  impress  your  minds  with  a  proper  de- 
of  one  of  her  fingers,  after  the  disease  had  gree  of  scepticism,  and   to  prevent   you 
existed  for  a  great  length  of  time  (if  I  am  being    misled    by   the  caprices  of  these 
not  much  mistaken,  for  more  than   two  strange  disorders.     With  respect   to  the 
years),   recovered  suddenly,  also.      2.  It  greatroajority  of  society,  who  do  not  know 
stiU  more  frequently  happens  that  recovery  from  by  experience  how  great  is  the  difficulty  of 
hysterical  symptoms  immediately  follows  aforci-  obtaining  exact  evidence  as  to  the  operation 
hie  impression  rf  any  kind  made  on  the  nervous  even  of  the  remedies  in  common  use,  and 
sifstem,       A    young  laSy,  who  had  long  whose  minds  are  not  trained  to  these  in- 
laboured  under  an  hysterical  neuralgia  of  vestigations,  I  feel  that  it  would  be  almost 
the  hip  and  thiglr,  and  had  been  unable  to  a  waste  of  time  to  endeavour  to  enlighten 
walk,  or  even  to  stand,  in  consequence,  them  on   the    subject.     "  So  ardently," 
lost  all  her  symptoms  on  being  thrown  says  a  distinguished  moral   philosopher*, 
from   a  donkey   which   she   was    riding.  **  do  we  desire  to  find  every  thing  that 
This  case  also  has  been  already  noticed;  happens  within  our  observation  thus  con- 
and  the  following  are  only  a  few,  among  nected  with  something  ehe,  as  its  cau^e 
many  others,  which  might  be  adduced,  if  or  occasion,  that  we  are  apt  to  fancy  con- 
it  were  necessary,  to  illustrate  the  same  ncxions  upon  the  slightest  grounds;  and 
principle,  shewing  that  moral  and  physical  this  weakness  is  most  remarkable  in  the 
Impressions  are  in  this  respect  alike,  and  ignorant,  who  know  least  of  the  several 
capable  of  producing   exactly  the  same  connexions  established  in  nature.  *  *  •  « 
effi*ct.  Many  years  ago  a  white  ox  was  brought 
'  Many  years  ago,  I  attended  a  young  into  the  country,  of  so  enormous  a  size 
lady  on  account  of  a  painful  affiection  of  that  people  came  many  miles  to  see  him. 
the  ^instep,  which  I  certainly  did  not  nn-  There  happened  afterwards  an  uncommon 
derstand  at  the  time,  but  of  which,  with  fatality  among  women  In  child-bearing. 
my  present  experience  on  these  subjects,  I  Two  such  uncommon  events  following  one 
am  satisfied  that  it  was  hysterical  nea-  another  gave  a  suspicion  of  their  con- 
ralgia,'  and  nothing  else.     She  was  at-  nexion,  and  occasioned  a  common  opi- 
tended  by  other  surgeons  afterwards,  who,  nion  among  the  country  people  that  the 
I  believe,  were  as  much  perplexed  as  I  white  ox  was  the  cause  of  the  fatality." 
was  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  Many  of  the  notions  which  the  public  en. 
who,  at  all  events,  gave  her  no  relief.     At  tertain  on  subjects   connected  with   the 
last,  while  suffering  as  much  as  ever,  she  healing  art,  maybe  traced  to  the  operation 
was  informed  of  some  remarkable  cures  of  the  principle  which  has  been  thus  ex- 

obtained  by  the  use   of  the  vapour- bath,      

and  champooing,  and    she    immediately  •  neld'.  Inquiry  into  the  Human  Mind  i  on  the 

went  to  Brighton,  that  she  might  make  a  Principles  of  Common  Sense.    Chap.  ii.  sect.  ». 
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posed  by  Dr.  Reid.  Conjuronof  all  kinds,  bnry,  Norember  3,  1836,  Henry  LiiptoB, 
from  Prince  IJohenlohc  and  the  professors  £^Q-  iQ  the  chair,  it  was  resolved — 
of  animal  mag^netism,  down  to  the  most  That  this  meeting  views,  with  the  deep- 
vulgar  impostors,  will  never  fail  to  share  est  concern,  the  increased  oppression  and 
the  repatationofcuring  diseases  with  those  iojustice  inflicted  on  the  medical  profes- 
who  nave  studied  their  profession  as  a  sion  by  the  Poor. Law  authorities ;  which, 
science;  and  it  is  cspeciallv  in  that  class  it  is  to  be  feared,  if  passively  submitted 
of  cases  to  which  I  have  called  your  atten-  to,  will  have  a  serious  inflneoce  on  its 
tion  in  this  and  the  preceding  lectures,  character  and  station, 
that  their  success  will  be  greatest.  We  That  the  attempts  of  the  Poor-Law 
must  submit  to  this  mortification.  But  Commissioners  to  induce  the  medioil  offi. 
let  us  at  the  same  time  be  careful  that  cers  of  parochial  unions  to  fill  the  sobordi- 
thcre  is  nothing  in  our  own  conduct  to  en-  nate  office  of  district  registrars  of  births, 
courage  such  delusions.  If  we  would  lead  deaths,  and  marriages,  is  considered  by 
the  public  to  more  correct  views  on  those  this  meeting  to  be  another  device  for  in- 
subjects,  we  must  first  endeavour  to  make  juring,  insulting,  and  d^rading  the  gene- 
4hem  understand,  in  some  degree,  what  our  ral  practitioner. 

art  is  worth,  and  what  it  is  not ;  and,  in  That  the  recent  conduct  of  the  Poor- 
particular,  we  must  divest  ouraelves  of  Law  Commissioners  and  their  Secretary, 
that  morbid  anxiety  for  reputation,  which  towards  Mr.  Kingston,  of  St.  Alban*s, 
would  ],lead  us  to  claim  for  ourselves  the  abundantly  manifests  their  readiness  to  visit 
credit  of  our  patient's  recovery,  in  those  on  an  individual,  wheu  convtHientf  that  ob- 
instances  in  which  it  must  be  manifest  loquy  and  reproach  so  eminenUy  due  to 
to  a  disinterested  observer  that  it  belongs  their  scheme  of  medical  relief,  which,  in 
to  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  to  the  spite  of  every  remonstrance,  they  so  perti- 
efforts  of  the  patient's  constitution,  or  to  naciously  maintain, 
accidental  circumstances,  and  not  to  our  That  their  professions  of  bomane  consi- 
own  skill  and  attention.  deration  for  the  necessities  of  the  suffering 

poor,  and  of  retributive  justice   towards 

Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  shall  trouble  those  who  neglect  them,  are  proved  to  be 

you  with  one  further  piece  of  advice.    I  insincere,  by  their  allowing  the  treatment 

have  told  you  that  it  is  important  that  of  the  sick  uoor  to  be  let  by  tender  to  the 

you  shoula  not  mistake  cases  of  nervous  lowest  bidder ;  by  their  forcing  medical 

affection  for  those  of  real  local  disease.  It  practitioners,  under  severe  penalties,  to  on- 

is  equally  important  that  yon  should  not  dertake  duties  which,  from  theirnatnre  and 

mistake  the  latter  for  the  former.    When-  extent,  are  clearly  impracticable;  by  their 

«ver  you  are  in  doubt,  be  careful  that  you  augmenting  the  difficulties  and  increasing 

do  not  employ   any  kind   of   treatment  the  causes  of  delay  in  procuring  medicu 

which  would  be  injurious  if  local  disease  ^^^  *  and  by  their  utter  disregard  of  the 

existed.     A  short  delay  will  always  enable  many  lamentable  and  even  iMtal  conse- 

you  to  understand  the  exact  nature  of  the  qaences  that  have  already    ensued,  and 

case,  so  that  you  can  no  longer  hesitate  as  must  inevitably  recur,  from  the  notorious 

to  the  remedies  which  are  required  for  its  insufficiency  of  their  own  arrangements, 

relief.  That,  to  secure  a  judicious  distribution, 

and  the  proper  performance,  of  medical 

duties,  as  well  as  to  furnish  a  competent 

BUCKS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION.  tribunal  for  investigating  the  con^ct  of 

medical  officers,  it  is  essential  that  a  me- 

DECLAHATORT  BEsomTioNs,    AND  pETi-  jjcal  boRrd,  a»  in  the  amy   and  naTV. 

TION  TO  PARLIAMENT.  ,i,„„m  ^e  appointed,  to  superintend  anil 

—  control  the  medical    department  of  the 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  poor-law  administration. 

That  a  petition,  embodying  the  above 

^"'j  sentiments,  and  praying  for  inquiry,  be 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  an  presented  to  botn  Houses  of  Parliament, 

abstract  of  the  minutes  of  a  late  meeting  early  in  the  ensuing  session. 

of  the  Bucks  Medical  Association,  and  a  That  this  meeting  recommends  to  the 

*copy  of  a  petition  to  both  Houses  of  Par-  notice  of  the  members  of  the  Bucks  Medi- 

liament,  to  be  presented  early  next  session,  ^  Association,  the  circular  lately  issued 

and  am,  sir,  by  the  Provincial  Medical  Association,  for 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  the  purpose  of  collecting  opinions  as  to  the 

RoBT.  Ceelt,  Hon,  See,  moae  and  amount  of  medico-parochial  re- 

Aylesbnry,  Nov.  9,  1836.  muneration. 

^    *      «    ,     „,  That  it  is  highly  desirable  that  medical 

At  a  meetmff  of  the   Bucks  Medical  practitioners  should  collect  and  arrange 

Association,  held  at  the  Infirmary  in  Aylcs-  authentic  facts  relative  to  their  complaints 
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against  the  present  system  of  medical  re-  with  no  perceptible  pulse.    The  wound 

lief,  preparatory  to  the  proceedings  of  the  had  been  inflicted  with  a  dirk,  upon  the 

expected  Parliamentary  Committee  of  In-  inner  side  of  the  biceps,  about  six  inches 

qainr.  below  the  upper  extremity  of  the  hamerus. 

[Then  follow  two  or  three  resolutions  I  had  previously  experienced  the  efficacy 

of  thanks  to  indiyidaals,  &c.]  of  compression  in  wounds  and  aneurisms 

_-    _   .  ^      ^  ,                       „  ,       -.  of  the  artery  at  the  bend  of  the  arm,  of 

The  PetttUm  of  the  undenigned  Medkal  iyae-  which  an  account  may  be  found  in  a  pre- 

tkicmen,  rending  in  the  County  of  Bucki,  ceding  number  of  this  journal.     It  was, 

kumblif  aheweth,  therefore,  adopted  on  the  present  occasion. 

That  your  petitioners  deprecate  the  ^ys.  A  graduated  compress  was  employed  ;  and 

tem  of  proyiding  medical  relief  for  the  some  five  or  six  pieces  of  money,  from  the 

idck  poor  adopted  by  the  Poor. Law  Com*  size  of  a  dime  to  that  of  twenty-iive  cents, 

missioners.  were  wrapped  in  a  rag,  and  placed  accu- 

That  the  prevalence  of  contract  by  rately  on  the  wound:  over  this  a  larger 
"  tender," — the  general  inadeooacy  of  the  compress  was  applied,  extending  five  or 
remuneration  —  the  increased  extent  of  six  inches  along  the  course  of  the  artery, 
districts,  with  a  diminished  and  insuffi-  and  the  whole  secured  by  a  roller  bandage. 
cient  supply  of  medical  officers — the  nu-  A  bandage  of  the  same  description  was 
merons  impediments  to  an  efficient  per-  next  applied,  with  moderate  tightness, 
fonnance  of  medical  duties — and  the  in-  from  the  hand  upwards,  and  the  patient 
dignities  offered  by  the  new  authorities  left,  for  the  present,  to  time  and  repose, 
to  medical  practitioners — are  productive  of  The  next  morning  he  was  better ;  re- 
effects  equally  pernicious  to  the  sick  action  had  taken  place,  and  the  pulse 
paupers,  the  medical  profession,  and  the  in  the  opposite  arm  from  the  one  wouud- 
whcde  commanity.  ed  was   quite  perceptible,  although  no 

That  a  remuneration  calculated  to  se-  pulsation    could    be    perceived    in    the 

cure  proper  attendance;  a  mode  of  ap-  other.    On  the   third   day,   as   he  com- 

pointment  not  derogatory  to  the  prnfcs-  plained  of   pain   from    the   tightness   of 

sion ;  regulations  for  the  prompt  supply  of  the  bandage,  and  as  there  was  some  tume- 

medical  relief  to  the  destitute  sick ;  and  a  faction  of  the  hand,  the  compression  was 

geoeral  supervision  and  control  of  the  me-  slackened,  and  the  pieces  of  money  re- 

dical  department  of  the  poor-law  admi-  moved.    The  arm  was  still  considerably 

nistration,  by  a  Medical  Board,  are  essen-  swollen  aboYc   the   bandage,    as  it    had 

tial  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  all  par-  been  at  first,  where  the  bandage  was  ap- 

ties  concerned.  plied,  from  the  injection  of  blood  between 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  but  the  muscles,  and  into  the  subcutaneous 

earnestly   pray,     that   your    Honourable  cellular    substance.      The    compression, 

House    will   speedily  take   this    import-  however,  had  caused  this  to  be  principally 

ant  matter  into  serious  consideration,  by  absorbed,  so  that  where  the  compress  had 

iq>pointing  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  been  applied,  there  was  quite  an  indenta- 

enact  such  remedies  as  to  your  wisdom  tion.    The  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  arm 

may  seem  fit  and  forearm  were  much  discoloured  with 

._.              ,.,.                 •    J  A    X.       J  ecchymosis,  and  tender  to  the  touch. 

And  your  peUUonen,  as  in  doty  bound,  Tfiere  wm  no  snlwequent  di.posiUon  to 

•  hasmorrbagc    from    the   wounded   artery, 

- .^ which  healed  up,  together  with  the  exter- 
nal orifice,  by  the  first  intention,  and  with- 

WOUND  OF  THE   BRACHIAL  out  the  formation  of  any  anenrismal  tu- 

ARTERY  ^^^'    '^^^  pulse,  however,  in  the  radial 

'  artery  of  the  injured  limb,  is  still  scarcely 

Cured  by  Compreuion.  perceptible,  and  has  probably  been  ren- 

By  J.  W.  Hbdstis,  M.D.,  of  Mobile.  ^T^  impervious  at  the   wounded  part . 

'                           '          '  His  arm  retains  Its  sensibility  and  motion; 

■"— "  the   man,  however,  still  remains  rather 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  March,  I  wa«  feeble  and  pallid,  from  his  excessive  loss 

ealled  to  see  a  man  that  had  been  stabbed  of  Wood. 

in  the  humerus :  as  I  was  not  at  home.  From  this  and  other  instances  which  1 

my  student,  Mr.  Carter,  attended  him,  in  h»^e  witnessed,  I  am  inclined  to  think 

eompKny  with  Br.  Lynch  H.  Deas.    We  **>*^   ligatures  are    seldom  necessary   in 

met  in  consultation  a  short  Ume  after-  wounds  of  the  arteries  of  the  extremities*. 

wards.    The  hsemorrhage  had  ceased  from  -  ' 

syncope  and  loss  of  blood,  and  I  found  the  *  Americao  Journal  of  Medical  Science*,  for 

patient  perfectly  blanched,  and    almost  August  1886. 

liCdcts  i  he  was  cold  and  nearly  inanimate,  *"" — 
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SIR  WILLIAM  KNIGHTON. 


[We  know  neither  whence,  nor  from 
whom,  the  foHowing  has  been  sent  to  us; 
but  us  it  bears  internal  evidence  of  fidelity, 
we  give  it  to  our  readers  just  as  it  has  been 
given  to  us.— Ed.  Gaz.] 

The  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 
should  be  informed  that  the  late  Sir  Wil- 
liam Knighton  left  Tavistock  to  be  with 
Dr.  Geacb,  who  was  the  surgeon  of  the 
Royal  Naval  Hospital.    He  was  a  physi- 
cian and  accoucheur;  and  as  this  was  be- 
fore  the  period  of  reform,  so  called,  he  had 
A  great  deal  of  country  practice;  and  to 
all  his  friends  he  introduced  Mr.  Knighton, 
saving,  "  that  he  might  be  trusted  as  him- 
self, and  that  he  had  two  advantages  of 
which  he  was  deprived,  youth  and  memo- 
ry.'*   Dr,  Geacb  died  suddenly;  and  al- 
though Mr.  Knighton's  juvenile  appear- 
ance  made  some  of  his  patients  at  first 
demur,  his  manner  was  so  prepossessing, 
thiit  he  soon  became  a  general  favourite. 
It  was  known  how  assiduously  he  studied; 
he  was  never  heard  of  at  a  ball  or  public 
dinner.    In  two  or  three  particular  cases 
he  met  with  great  success.    He  attended 
the  daughter  of  a  naval  officer,  in  a  dan- 
gerous fever,  with  unwearied  assiduity  : 
night  after  night,  for  nearly  three  weeks, 
he  remained  by  the  bed-side.    The  Admi- 
ral's country  residence  was    eight  miles 
from  Plymouth.     During  the  day  he  was 
spared  to  see  other  patients;   but  at  night 
he  returned,  when  he  was  anxiously  ex- 
pected.   The  child's  perfect  recovery — the 
parents'  gratitude  being  first  due  to  the 
blessing  of  God — was  gratefully,  and  in 
every  respect  satisfactorily,  acknowledged 
by  them.    The  mother  particularly,  to  a 
numerous  acquaintance,  spoke  in  raptures 
of  Mr.   Knighton:    in  short,  the  ladies 
made  him  the  fashion,  and  it  may  be  said 
the  lords  also ;  for  it  was  in  the  time  of 
war,  and  there  were  many  persons  of  con- 
sequence at  Plymouth,  in  the  militia  re. 
giments,  who  had  power  to  patronize  him 
in  London.    He  was  exhorted  to  quit  the 
West  of  England.    He  had  manv  friends, 
who  grieved  to  part  with  him,  but  all  of 
judgment  felt,  that,  had  it  been  in  their 
power,  thev  would  not  have  detained  him. 
The  difficulty  that  first  attended  his  prac-  * 
tising  in   London    has  been  detailed;  I 
only  trouble  yon  because  you  passed  over 
in  silence  the  great  era  which,  as  I  have 
•aid,  had  certainly  much  inflnence  on  the 
destiny  of  Sir  William  Knighton.    I  do 
not  put  any  signature,  for  you  know  me 
not,  nor  do  I  know  to  whom  I  am  writing. 

Nov.  4, 1836. 


PORTRAIT  OF  SIR  B.  BRODIE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Portraits  of  Sir  A.  Cooper,  Mr.  Abcr- 
nethy,  and  other  individuals  of  distin- 
guished talents  and  superior  merit,  are  in 
the  hands  of  many  of  us;  but.  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  a  likeness  of  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie  has  never  yet  appeared.  It  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  add  my  mite  to 
any  subscription  which  might  be  set  on 
foot  to  obtain  one ;  and  I  am  only  sur- 
prised that,  considering  Sir  Benjamin 
Bnidie's  exalted  station  m  the  profession, 
and  his  truly  estimable  character,  this 
compliment  has  not  yet  been  paid  him. 

With  many  apologies  for  trespassing  on 
your  valuable  time,  I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

w.  c.  w. 

London,  Nov.  16,  1838. 

[Our  corres]>ondent  is  evidently  not  aware 
that  there  is  a  print  of  Sir  Benjamin, — 
though  certainly  not  a  good  one. — E.  G.] 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Structure  of  the  Ear, 
and  on  Deafness,  by  A.  W.  Webster.  8vo. 

Elementary  System  of  Physiologr.  by 
J.  Bostock,  M.D.  3d  edit.  1  vol.  8vo.  2oi 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  op  Mortalitt,  Nov,  15, 1836. 


Abtcews         .       .  1 

Age  and  Debility .  44 

Apoplexy      .       .  9 

Asthma         .       .  12 

Cancer          .        •  I 

Childbirth     .       .  I 

Consumption        .  52 

Convulsion*         .  29 

Croup   ...  1 
Dentition  or  Teetbinr  7 

Dropsy         .       .  18 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  5 

Kpllepsy       .        ,  1 

Erysipelas    .        .  1 

Fever     ...  8 

Fever,  Scarlet      .  3 


Fever,  Typboa     .  ft 

Gout      ...  8 

Heart,  diseased    .  4 

Hooplntr  Cough   .  4 

luOamoiatlon        .  81 

Bowels  &  Sitomacb    5 

Brain                  .  2 

Lungs  and  Pleura    7 

Liver,  diseased    •  IS 

MeaMles        •        •  • 

Paralysis       •        .  4 

Small-poz     •       •  19 

Thrush         .        .  1 

Uiiknovm  Caaae«  8 

Casualties            •  B 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >   ^ 
the  precedtnit  week  .        .    f    ** 


NOTICES. 

Mr.  Crisp's  strictures  have  been  re. 
ceived  ;  but  we  really  must  decline  allow- 
ing the  controversy  to  proceed  any  farther. 

Our  correspondent  from  the  London 
Hospital  will  see  that  his  suggestion  has 
been  adopted. 

N.  D. — We  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

*'HiBERNicus''  has  been  received.  Also 
««  An  Old  Navy  Surgeon.*' 

Erratum.—Iu  Dr.  Burke's  paper,  last 
number,  p.  230,  line  45,  for  half  an  ounce 
of  laudanum,  read  half  a  drachm. 

WikfUN  8t  i<ON ,  Priulers,  67,i»kinuer*St.  Loodoa. 
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SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  26,  1836. 


D^vendat 


LECTURES  1"^®  ^^^^  ^^  which  this  incapacity  ceases 

in  the  young,  and  begins  in  the  old,  is  by 
ON  no  means  fixed;  hot  we  can  give  a  nearer 

guess  at  that  epoch  in  the  girl  than  in  the 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;         ©Id  woman.     Puberty  commences  in  this 

*!.    Aij        .   or    f  ^  »#  J.  •        country,  with  females,  about  the  thirteenth 

th*  Aldersgate  Schoot  of  Mediant,    ^^  jonrtUnth  year ;  but  it  depends  greatly 

—    — .  ^  ,^^  on    constitutional  habit,    and  modes  of 

Bt  WitUAM  Cummin,  M.D.  education  :    in    other   climates    it   is   a 

good  deal  earlier,  or  a  good  deal  later,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  temperature.     On  the  other 

1  «rM«.rTB«  TY  hand,  it  is  very  uncertain  when  females 

i^ECTUBB  lA.  ^^^^  ^^  jj^^^  ^  ability  for  sexual  inter- 

'legal  emnderation  of  Impotence  in  the  course :  they  have  continued  to  be  prolific 

Fem^    Imperfect  or  anomoiotu  structure^-'  in  some  cases  even  to  their  fiftieth  or  fifty- 

Oeeiudonf  conttrietionf  or  total  abtenee  of  fifth  year. 
etUKtieU  parts-'Sterilitif,  from  deficiency  of 

the  UUnii^  the  Otwria— Afod^j  of  ascertain-  (*•)  AnomaUnu  Siruetwre. 

ing  the  fact  of  Impotence  in  Franre,  Eng-.        Occlusion,  —  The  most  obvious  physical 

lamdf  dermany'-RemarkabU  ca«i— -Prartt-  cause  of  impotence  in  the  grown  female 

C(tl  uggestions,  would  be  occlusion   of  the  vagina,  from 

HATmo  treated,  in  last  lecture,  on  those    ^^'^^^^"'tnHJd^V^vIll^rr^n?^^^^^^ 
conditions,  physical    and   moml,  which    R'l^Vtm&vrH  !^  ^nml^!!^  /^ 
coDstitatrimiitence  in    the  male-and    it  is  still  observed  m  some  parts  of  Afri- 

wbich    af»   recognized,  as  belonging   to  l"^A°^fii*''^\  %T&  In  w^^^ 

•cxnal  inabili>-?we  shall  now  prSceld  to  ^"  ««ted  lu  the  labia,  and  the  oppo- 

^nrid«rthe  snbiect  (^  ^  site  surfaces  were  thus  made  to  adhere: 

^  an  operation  afterwards  being  necessary 

IMPOTBHCB  IN  THB  FBMALE.  ^^^^^  the  generative  act  could  be  effected. 

There  is  a  curious  passage  in  the  Menagiaua 

The  grounds  of  any  alleged  inability  in  on  the  subject,  where  it  is  said  that  this 

tlie  female  to  have  sexual  intercourse  must  practice,  familiarly  termed  houcler  le%f emmet 

be  aon^t  wholly  in  physical  causes.  —is  what  was  really  meant  by  s<>me  old 

f   \  r     --r       n     I  authors,  who  treated  </e  custrandh  mulierihus, 

(tf.)  Imperfect  Development.  ^  resembled  the  infibulation  of  boys,  and 

Ag^,^As  in  the  male,    the  effect  of  perhaps  was  more  properly  of  that  nature, 

eitber  immatnre  or  advanced  age  is  such  when  performed,  as  it  sometimes  was,  by 

aa  to  prevent  the  reproduetive  act  in  the  sutures,  or  by  rings  drawn  throngh  the 

feBMle.     The  constriction  of  the  vagina  parts,  still  further  secured  by  a  lock.    I  may 

pfefioQfl  to  the  aj^roach  of  puberty  is  refer  to  an  erudite  note  in  Beckmann  (In- 

Qtoally  tach  aa   to  preclude    the   intro-  ventions  and  Discoveries,  vol.  iv.)  where  he 

dBCtkm  of  the  male  organ ;  and  so  far  treats  on  this  point  with  his  accustomed 

then  it  decided  impotence :  while,  with  research,  and  traces  the  origin  of  the  lock 

vetpect  to  Tcrj  aged  women,  the  rigidity  of  —the  cadenat  desjaUiux,  which  some  con  si. 

tte  pttHt  nuiy  lead  to  the  same  result  der  ratlier  as  an  Kalian  than  a  FtcyvcV  \tv. 

4e0.— xn.  1^ 
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▼ention.     Brantonie  says  that  they  were  compact  substance,   in  which  no  cavity 

not  much  employed  in  France,  became  the  could  be  traced. 

lar^ies  soon  found  out  how  to  mtike  falte  kevt.  Dr.  Beck  citen,    from  the  New  York 

And  Bonneval  tells  us  that,  while  in  Italy,  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  a  recent, 

he   once  met  with  a  lock  of  this  kind,  and  perhaps  not  less  striking,  instance  of 

which  he  had  long  wished  to  see.  deficiency  of  the  vagina.    A  woman,  aged 

One  remark  more  may  be  made  on  infi>  twenty-three,  has  been  married  upwards  of 

bulation  :  it  was  practised  in  this  country  two  years:  she  has  had  excellent  health, 

at  one  time,  to  prevent  cattle  from  copula-  yet  never  menstruated.    There  is,  how- 

tion.    In  Harvey,  De  Generat'wne  Animalinm,  ever,    about  every   twenty-eight   days,    a 

we  have  an  account  of  a  beautiful  mare  feeling  of  uneasiness  about  the  pelvis,  fol- 

which  was  presented  to  the  Queen,  and  lowed,  for  a  day  or  two,  by  an  active  diar- 

which  was  infibuiated— *'  ejus  genitalia  (ne  rhcea ;  and  this  she  has  experienced  since 

abequisadmissuriisinita,  corporis  gratiam  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen.     As  no 

atqueequitandiusumamitteret)equisones,  sexual  intercourse  could  to  effected,  she 

lit  Jieri  solet,  annulis    ferreis    innbulave-  consented  to  be  examined;  when  it  was 

rant ;"    but    she   was  impregnated,  and  found,  that  although  the  external  parts 

brought  forth  young  notwithstanding.  were  well  formed,  there  was  no  vagina. 

But  adhesion  of  the  labia,  causing  at  About  the  usual  situation  of  the  hymen, 

least  temporary  impotence,  may  occur  in  there    was    found    a   complete    septum, 

females  from    accidental    inflammation ;  Imagining  that  this  might  be  an  imperfo. 

and  such  accidents  are  not  uncommon  in  rate  hymen.  Dr.  Mott  made  an  incision 

children.    The  hymen,  also,  may  be  of  so  into  it  about  an  inch  deep,  but  without 

tough  a  consistence  as  to  defy  any  ordi-  success.    He    afterwards  tried  it  to  the 

nary  means  of  rupture.     In  all  such  cases,  depth  of  two  or  three  inches;  but  still  no 

however,  the  assistance  of  surgery  will  re-  trace  of  a  vagina  could  be  discovered.    Dr. 

move  the  impediment  to  sexual  intercourse.  Mott  suspects  that  the  uterus,  as  well  as 

Absence  of  a  vagina. — The  vagina  is  some-  the  vagina,  is  wanting.     The  woman  has 

times  altogether  wanting,  or  in  so  ques-  never  had  the  least  sexual  desire, 

tionable  a  state  as  to  preclude  sexual  in-  Excessive  comtriction.^As  to  extreme  nar- 

tercourse.     A  remarkable  example  of  this  rowness  of  the  vagina,  it  can  in  general 

is  to  be  found  in  a  case  quoted  by  Foder^,  be  scarcely  considered  as  a  cause  of  im* 

from  the  Causes  cHibres.    A  female,  aged  25,  notence.     Besides  that  all    conditions  of 

married  ;  but  six  years  passed  away,  and  largeness  and  smallness  are  merely  rela- 

there  was  no  consummation.    It  was  now  tive,  it  is  certain  that  art  can  do  a  g^reat 

deemed   necessary  that  her  person  should  deal  in  remedying  the  inconvenience, 

be  examined  by  a  midwife,  who  declared,  Benevoli   was  called  upon  to  treat  a 

that  instead  of   external  sexual- organs,  married  woman  whose  vagina  had  no  larger 

there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  a  solid  calibre  than  that  of  a  gfoose  quill.     Every 

body  pierced  by  a  small  hole.    It  further  effort  to  dilate  the  part  seemed  fmitless. 

was  ascertained  that  the  woman  had  never  The  parietes  of  the  passage  were  of  a 

xnwistruated :  but  she  had  always  enjoyed  scirrhous  hardness.     A  divorce  was  afaDut 

good  health,  notwithstanding.  M.Dejours,  to  be  sued  for;  but  the  surgeon,  by  the 

a  surgeon,  who  was  called  in,  supposing  the  employmeat  of  emollient    fomentations, 

case  to  be  one  of  simple  occlusion  of  the  va-  and  the  saccessive  introduction  of  pessaries 

gina,pToposedto  divide  the  barrier, in  hopes  of  gentian  root  (gradually  enlarged),  sue- 

of  reaching  and  laying  open  the  cavity.  He  ceeded  in  ultimately  rendering  the  part  of 

accordingly  carried  a  scalpel  to  the  depth  the  usoal  size. 

of  two  fingers*  breadth,  but  instead  of  There  are,  however,  certain  cases,  it  is 

reaching  a  vagina,  he  was  still  opposed  by  said,  in  which,  owing  to  excessive  con 

solid  resisting  parts.      Finding  this,  he  striction  and  thickening  of  the  parts,  coi- 

judged  that  he  had  nothing  to  hope  for  in  tion  is  totally  precluded, 

^oing  further,  and    that  be  should  run  Yet  it  would  appear,  that  even  in  the 

great  risk  of  wounding  the  bladder   or  most    unpromising    cases    of   this   kind, 

rectum.    He  therefore  contented  himself  the  natural    powers,  unassisted  by  art, 

with    keeping  open   the  wound   by  the  may    sometimes    prove    effectual  in  re- 

introduction  of  tents,  and  this  opening  storing    the    proper    conformation.       In 

remained  daring  life.    Matters  remained  the    Memoirs   of  the   Academy  of    Sci- 

3uiet  for  eight  years,  when  the  husband  in  ences  of  Paris,  there  is    a   case    which 

isgust  demanaed  a  divorce:  it  was  not  confirms    this  view.      A   young  woman, 

granted — probably  through   the  reporters  who  married  at  sixteen,  had  the  vagina 

holding  out  hopes  of  another  operation  so    narrow    as    scarcely     to    admit    the 

being  successful.      The  woman   died  at  introduction  of  a  common  quill.     At  every 

I«yons  ten  years  afterwards,  and  on  exami-  successive    menstrual    period    she  expe- 

nation  it  was  found  that  the  place  of  the  rienced  a  painful  tension  of  the  womb; 

tagina  and  uterus  was  occupied  by  a  hard  the  catamcnia  flowed  with  difficulty;  and 
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it  was  supposed  that  the  npper  part  of  the  possibly  take  place;  and,  consequently', 
canal  was  still  more  constrictea  than  the  some  labour  pains  of  which  she  corn- 
lower.  Sexaal  intercourse  seemed  per-  plained  were  imputed  to  colic.  Upon  ex- 
fectly  impracticable :  yet,  after  being  mar-  amination  it  was  ascertained  that  there 
ried  eleven  years,  she  proved  with  child,  was  no  trace  of  the  external  organs  of  gene- 
Although  the  vagina  still  preserved  its  ration,  ft  was  thought  that  the  pains  were 
strait  condition.  That  she  could  ever  be  from  retention  of  tne  menses.  Professor 
delivered  seemed  now  scarcely  possible.  To-  Rossi  (who  relates  the  case)  examined  the 
wards  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy,  how.  rectum,  and  determined  to  make  an  inci- 
ever,  the  pfusage  began  to  dilate,  and  by  sion  in  the  natural  direction  of  the  vagina. 
the  ninth  it  was  of  dimensions  sufficient  to  He  was  much  astonished  on  feeling  with 
allow  the  safe  birth  of  the  infant  his  finger,  which  he  introduced  into  the 
Irritmhility,  —  Excessive  irritability  of  wound,  the  membranous  sac  containing 
the  sexual  organs,  attended  with  in.  the  waters  lying  over  the  opening  of  the 
tolermble  pain  when  coition  is  attempted,  neck  of  the  uterus.  The  membranes  at 
■UHl  be  nwiridiifid  jm  in  aoBe  measore  length  gave  way,  the  head  of  the  child 
m  wammm  ^  lafelBnee,  wlridi  it  nay  firearaited,  and  the  laiM»ar  was  completed 
he  very  diffieult  to  remedy.  Dr.  Cock-  by  the  natural  efforts.  The  new  passage 
bam  traced  a  case  of  this  kind  to  was  kept  open  by  means  of  a  tube,  dis- 
internal  hemorrhoids,  and  removed  the  tended  with  air  after  its  introduction,  so 
effect  together  with  the  cause.  Mr.  that  the  artificial  vagina  might  be  of  the 
White  is  cfooted  by  Dr.  Paris,  as  hav-  natural  dimensions.  Two  years  after- 
ing  pnblished  three  very  interesting  cases,  wards  this  female  proved  pregnant  again, 
in  which  the  pain  which  accompanied  and  was  delivered  by  the  new  opening.  The 
the  attempt  at  coitus  was  so  acute,  information  gained  from  her  husband  led 
that  the  women  rarely  escaped  faint-  to  a  more  careful  examination  of  the 
ing.  Upon  examination,  the  surgeon  rectum,  and  an  orifice  was  found  within 
discovered  in  each  of  them  a  small  fistu-  the  anus,  which  would  only  admit  a  small 
lens  opening,  leading  into  a  sinus  of  at  probe.  This  orifice  communicated  with 
least  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  The  the  artificial  canal  made  by  the  surgeon  ^ 
disease  was  attributed  in  each  instance  to  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
a  local  injury  having  some  years  pre-  through  it  that  the  first  inyregnation  had 
vionsly  ocossioned  an  abscess  in  those  been  effected*  It  is  further  worth  observ. 
parts.  This  painful  state  of  the  vagina  ing,tiiat  the  orifice  did  not  pass  in  the 
was  entirely  and  permanently  cured  fagr  direction  of  the  opening  of  the  cervix 
dividing  the  sinus.  uteri,  but  formed  an  angle  with  the  part*. 
TaUil  abmnee  nf  exttrmtl  mrnam,  —  But  Absence  of  the  Uterus.  —  I'he  uterus 
where  the  estenal «l|Mn  and  the  vagina  may  be  absent:  this  is  one  of  the 
are  wimllj  WMrting,  there  can  be  no  hesi-  physical  causes  of  sterility,  and  perhaps 
talioB  !■  nfonoancing  for  both  impotence  the  only  one,  which  can  be  a.«cer- 
mmA  sterility  ;  unless,  indeed,  the  latter  tained  by  actual  examination ;  the  vagina 
passage  have  an  opening  somewhere  else,  in  such  cases  being  a  mere  nU  rfe  sac. 
as  on  the  abdomen — at  the  navel,  for  ex-  There  is  a  case  related  in  Hufeland's 
ample;  or  unless  it  communicate  with  journal,  where  Professor  Stein,  in  pro. 
the  rectom.  In  either  'Case  it  is  pos-  ceeding  to  remedy  what  was  supposed  to 
sible  —  indeed  it  has  happened  —  that  be  merely  a  constriction  of  the  rnp^ina, 
women  have  conceived :  and  the  ques-  a<-certained  to  a  high  degree  of  probability 
tion  has  even  been  proposed  to  the  that  there  was  no  uterus  present :  the  ra- 
casuists,  **  whether,  if  a  wife  be  so  gina  terminated  in  a  mass  of  cellular  tis- 
formed,  it  be  lawful  to  have  connexion  sue.  Dr.  Stein  quotes  several  instances  of 
with  her  ?'*  Much  heat  and  contrariety  of  the  same  anomaly,  which  he  found  already 
opinion  were  displayed  on  this  point,  and  a  on  record. 

jadlclnl  decision  in  the  negative  was  pro-  In  a  female  operated  upon  by  Dr.  Mac 

noanced  by  a  royal  court  of  justice,  at  farlane,  of  Glasgow,  for  what  appeared  to 

Treves.    However,  I  shall  quote  for  you  a  be  imperforate  vagina,  the  thick  muscular 

remarkable  case  or  two.  substance  which  formed  the  occlusion  was 

M.  Barbant,  in  his  Midwifery,  relates  divided,  but  without  effect    The  patient 

that  in  two  cases  of  communication  of  the  died,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  she  had 

vagina  with  the  reetom,  delivery  was  ef.  no  uterus ;  but  the  ovaries  were  large  and 

fected— once  by  a  laceration  which  ex.  well  formed,  and  the  breasts  fully  deve. 

tended   to  the  meatus  nrinarius;  and  in  loped. 

the  other  instance  by  an  incision,  which  It  was  Van    Helmont's   opinion  that 

wasreqnisitefor  the  removal  of  the  iVstus.  womanhood    essentially     depended      on 

A  jronng  woman  of  Piedmont,  who  had  the  womb — propter  uterum  solum  muUer  est  id 

Boexternl  genital  oigans,  got  married;     

hat  as  her  malformation  was  known,  it  ^ 

WM  Bot  foapected  that  pregnancy  could  «  Mbpical  Gasstts,vo\.\.v.\^. 
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quod  est ;  but  the  last  case,  as  well  as  se¥e-  In  the  passage  where  he  expresses  this 

ral  others  which  might  be  quoted,  shews  opinioD,    ZaceDia,    by  the  way,    speaks 

that  the  external  appearance  and  attri-  familiarly  of  the  castration  of  females, 

butes  of  the  sex  cannot  depend  on  that  He  had  mentioned  just   before,  that  It 

organ,  but  on  some  other,  which  is  inva-  was    an  ancient  practice  in  use  among 

riably  present  when  a  woman  exhibits  the  the  people  of  Asia   Minor,    and,    as  he 

sexual  characteristics  of  voice,  shape,  ha-  understood,     prevailed     in    his    da?    in 

bits,  propensities,  &c.     Such  an  organ  is  some  part  of  Germany.     It  is  protiable 

the  ovary,  which  bears  an  exact  analogy  in  that,    with    respect    to    the    latter    cir- 

this  respect  with  the  testicle  in  the  male.  cumstance,  the  shrewd  old  jurist  was  mis- 

Deficiency  if  the  Ovaries. — Some  remarka-  informed,  and  that  the  Asiatic  practice 

blc  instances  are  on  record  of  one  or  both  was  no  other  than  that  already  aJlnded  to, 

ovaries  being   wanting  in  females  exa-  as  consisting  in  producing  occlasion  of  the 

mined  after  death ;  but  perhaps  the  most  vagina. 

curious  example  of  their  absence  is  that  But  there  can  be  little  doubt,  indeed  it 
related  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  is  certain  in  some  cases,  that  the  ovaries 
for  1S05,  by  Mr.  Charles  Pears.  The  wo-  have  been  actually  removed.  Mr.  Pott  re- 
man in  question  lived  to  be  29  years  of  moved  them  in  operating  for  inguinal  her- 
age,  but  had  not  g^own  after  ten.  She  nia,  and  a  complete  change  came  over  the 
was  only  four  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  female  so  deprived.  Before  this  period 
i^nd  had  a  very  narrow  pelvis  as  compared  she  was  stout,  large-breasted,  and  men- 
with  the  breadth  of  the  shoulders.  Her  struated  regularly;  afterwards,  although 
breasts  and  nipples  never  enlarged ;  nor  she  enjoyed  good  health,  she  became  thin- 
did  she  ever  menstruate,  or  shew  any  other  ner,  her  breasts  were  gone,  and  she  never 
sign  of  puberty,  physical  or  moral.  She  menstruated.  Her  age  at  the  Ume  of  the 
died  of  chest  disease.  On  exaiiiination  operation  was  23.  De  Graaf,  referred  to 
after  death,  the  uterus  was  found  to  be  in  by  Mahon  (though  I  have  not  been  able  to 
every  respect  natural,  save  that  its  size  find  the  passage  in  the  treatise,  De  Afu/i- 
shewed  it  had  not  enlarG^ed  beyond  the  in-  ruum  Organis),  mentions  a  German  who 
fant  condition.  The  fallopian  tubes  were  cut  both  the  ovaries  out  of  his  dangh- 
pervious  throughout ;  but  the  ovaries  were  ter,  being  provoked  at  her  misconduct, 
so  indistinct,  that  they  <<  shewed  ra*  and  wishing  to  render  her  more  chaste: 
ther  the  rudiments  which  ought  to  have  and  Boerhaare  (quoted  by  Dr.  Paris) 
formed  them,  than  any  part  of  their  natu-  relates  the  story  of  a  sow-gelder  in 
ral  structure."  Spain,  who,  in  a  fit  of  passion,  treated 

When  the  ovaries  are  deficient,  we  can  his  daughter  in  the  same  cruel  manner, 

very  well  conceive  that  they  may  entail  tn   both    instances   the  women  seem  to 

impotence  as  well  as  sterility.     In  fact,  have  escaped  with  life,  but  their  sexual 

persons  in  this  condition  are  similarly  cir-  characters,  it  is  said,    were   completely 

cumstanccd  with  eunuchs ;  for  while  the  destroyed. 

latter  lose  their  sexual  character  and  appe-  Other  supposed   causes,  —  Other  reputed 

tite,  as  well  as  power  for  intercourse,  the  causes  of  impotence  ^nd  sterility  in  wo- 

former  also  are  unsexed,  and  destitute  of  men— such  as  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  or 

all  reciprocal  feeling.     The  woman  just  of  the  vagina — neea  not  delay   us;  they 

described  by  Mr.  Pears  "  always  expressed  are  so  reputed  without   any   sufficiently 

aversion    to    the   familiarities  of  young  good  reason :  conception  has  been  known 

men.''  to  take  place  in  such  conditions  of  the  fe- 

The  difficulty  respecting    the    ovaries  male,  as  well  as  when  fluor  albus,  im- 

in  a  medico-legal  point  of   view  is  in  moderate  menstruation,  or  even  a  carcino- 

making  the  diagnosis;    for  however  we  matousstateof  the  womb  is  present, 

may  ascertain  in   the  living  person  the  I    have   omitted  for  obvious    reasons 

presence  or  absence  of  an  uterus,  we  can  many  of  those  organic  causes  of   impo- 

scarccly    hope   to    demonstrate  the  fact  tence  and  sterility,   in    both   male  and 

with  regard  to  the  ovaries,  and  can  be  female,  which  are  wholly  internal,  for  they 

guided  by  circumstances  alone.    It  may  afibrd  no  indications  to  the  medico-legal 

happen    that,   in    addition    to    the    un-  practitioner.     They  are  in  general  not  as> 

feminine    characteristics    of   the  indivi-  scertainable  until  after  the  death  of  the 

dual,  we  may  obtain  cognizance  of  some  individual,  and  mere  suspicions  in  a  case 

disease  of  the  abdomen  under  which  she  of  this  nature  can  be  attended  with  but 

may  have  laboured,  or  of  some  accident  little  practical  utility, 
which  might  have  destroyed  the  vitality  of 

one  or  other  of   the  ovaries.      Zacchia  ,r       ^  .^               ,.         _.      ^r 

thinks  that  the  loss  of  one  ovary  is  enouah  ^*""'  ^  determtmng  the  questum  rf  Impotence. 

to  render  a  woman  sterile,  ana  that  a  fe-  The  earliest   provision  met  with   for 

male  in  such  a  condition  is  even  worse  off  dissolving  a  marriage  by  reason  of  im- 

in  respect  to  reproduction  than  a  spado,  potence,  is  in  Justinian's  code;  where  it 

who  has  only  one  testis.  is  staukl,  that  if  Uie  parties  have  lived 
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two  jean  together  withont  coosammatioD,  occasion,  was  rendered  memorable  by  the 
— umarHaseohremmimeffroplernaturalemim'  strong  argaments  adduced  in  faTonr  of 
beeilUatem  valeat — a  divorce  is  to  be  granted,  the  congress;  they  were  full  of  ingenuity, 
In  a  subsequent  law,  the  time  is  extended  and  deservedly  admired  for  their  wit 
to  Uiree  years.  But  in  what  manner  the  and  learning.  But  a  greater  advocate 
old  ciTilians  satisfied  themselres  of  the  aro<tc  a  few  years  after,  in  the  person 
husband's  incapacity  appeareth  not.  It  of  Vincent  Tagereau,  who  demonstratd  in 
was  the  Canon  law  which  introduced  the  a  rery  eloquent  tract,  (On  the  Impotence 
mode  of  proof  by  personal  inspection,  of  Men  and  Women)  that  the  method 
The  husband  was  inspected  first,  and  if  he  of  proof  by  congress  was  both  immodest 
appeared  capable,  the  examination  went  and  uncertain.  Par^  also  wrote  against 
no  further:  the  woman  (the  complainant)  the  practice,  and  called  loudly  for  its  sup- 
was  obliged  to  be  silent.  But  if,  upon  press! on.  Nor  was  there,  perhaps,  a  more 
inspection  of  the  husband,  there  were  efficient  champion  on  the  side  of  modesty 
donbts  raised  as  to  his  ability,  the  wife  than  Nicholas  Venette,  a  learned  physi. 
was  then  inspected,  provided  she  had  not  cian  of  Rochelle,  whose  work,  entitled 
been  married  before.  This  method  of  in-  Tableau  de  V Amour  Conjugal,  went  through 
spection,  too,  was  adopted  by  the  Canonists  several  editions.  He  denounced  the 
as  a  sort  of  dernierreaort ;  for,  in  ordinanr  congres  as  **  a  pretence  for  a  divorce,  and 
cases,  the  afilrmation  of  the  parties,  with  the  effect  of  the  lasciviousncss  and 
that  of  seven  of  their  relations,  .was  held  impudence  of  women.  They  induce 
snfficlent.  the  judges  to  grant  a  trial,  which  is 
The  Gw^rf».^It  remained  for  France  to  as  precarious  as  it  is  indecent :  for  not 
introduce  the  most  disgusting  and  absurd  one  man  in  a  thousand  can  come  ofi" 
mode  ofproof  ever  devised.  This  was  the  ac-  successful  from  so  public  an  ordeal.'' 
tnal  cong^ress,  which  was  commonly  had  re-  The  proceedings  of  the  congress  are 
course  to  for  about  a  century  and  a  half,  variously  described ;  some  say  that  they 
but  was  at  last  abolished  bv  a  special  law,  were  conducted  with  circumstances  of 
in  the  year  ](S77.  It  is  said^that  the  num-  disgusting  indecency,  under  the  immediate 
her  of  divorces  sued  for  and  granted  with-  e^eof  the  inspectors,  (namely,  the  physi. 
in  this  period,  was  greater  than  was  ever  cians,  surgeons,  and  midwives,  three  of 
before  known.  Women  who  wished  to  be  each,  besides  a  magistrate);  while  others 
divorced,  and  were  aware  of  some  appa-  assert  that  the  midwives  alone  were  in 
rent  deficiencv  or  diffidence  in  their  part-  immediate  attendance,  the  professional 
ners,  had  only  to  challenge  to  the  con-  men  not  being  summoned  until  the 
gress,  and  all  the  chances  of  victory  were  moment  sufficient  proof  was  producible. 
in  their  favour.  There  was  one  remaric-  Voltaire  distinctly  denies  that  there 
able  case,  however,  in  which  the  lady  was  was  any  very  indecent  ceremony  ob- 
defeated.  The  circumstances  of  this  case  served.  **  This  proof,"  says  he,  "  about 
are  illustrative  of  some  points  in  the  which  so  much  noise  has  been  made, 
present  lecture,  and  therefore  may  be,  per.  was  not  conducted  exactly  as  people 
naps,  not  inappropriately  introduced.  The  have  imagined.  It  has  been  supposed 
Baron  d'Aiventon  was  accused  of  im-  that  a  conjugal  consummation  took  place 
potence  hy  his  wife,  in  the  year  1600:  under  the  inspection  of  witnesses;  but 
she  had  actually  gained  her  cause  be-  such  was  not  the  fact  The  parties  simply 
foie  the  Official  of  Sens,  and  afterwards  retired  to  bed,  and  at  a  proper  time  the 
before  the  delegates  of  the  Primacy  inspectors,  who  were  assembled  in  the 
of  Lyons.  The  Baron  appealed  from  next  room,  were  called  on  to  pronounce 
the   sentence;    he    maintained    that    he  upon  the  case." 

■hiul  consumated  the  marriage,  demanded  However  this  be,  the  congres  continued 
that  his  wife  might  be  inspected,  and  for  half  a  century  adtif  the  remonstrnntcs 
finally  offered  to  accept  the  congress,  of  Par^,  Tagereau,  and  others,  and  would 
RoniUard,  his  counsel,  one  of  the  most  probablv  have  been  retained  longer  by  the 
learned  advocates  of  the  parliament  of  law  authorities,  had  they  not  been  made 
Paris,  published  a  capitulary  on  the  occa-  ashamed  of  their  conduct  in  a  memorable 
aioD,  proving  **  that  a  man  bom  without  case.  The  Marquis  de  Langeais,  in  1659, 
mnj  visible  testicles,  but  having  all  the  was  accused  by  his  wife  of  impotence,  and 
other  mariks  of  virility,  is  capable  of  the  hariog  accepted  the  congress,  failed,  as  it 
conjogal  duties.**  This  was  the  Baron's  is  said,  through  the  management  of  the 
case.  The  tables  were  turned  on  the  lady,  lady.  He  demanded  a  second  trial,  but 
who  now  declined  either  a  congress  or  an  the  judges  refused,  pronounced  the  Mar- 
inspection,  as  being  equally  repugnant  to  quis  impotent,  his  marriage  void,  forbade 
her  modesty.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  him  to  marry  again,  and  allowed  his  wife 
add  that  she  lost  her  cause.  The  able  ad-  to  take  anotlicr  husband.  The  Marquis, 
vocacy  of  Sebastian  Rouillard,  upon  this  however,  disregarded  one  part  of  the  sea- 
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tence ;  he  married  a  Mdlle.  de  Navailles,  reports),  nvaa  divorced  from  her  husband, 
and  had  by  her  seven  children.  His  first  and  married  to  the  Earl  of  Arran,  the 
wife  having  died,  he  appealed  to  the  King's  favourite,  who  had  been  before  a 
Grand  Chamberlain  against  the  sentence  partner  in  her  adultery, 
of  impotency;  wherenpon  this  great  offi-  *' The  bishops  aud  others,  having  a  com- 
cer,  sensible  of  the  ridicule  of  the  whole  mission  under  the  great  seal  to  convene 
affair,  confirmed  the  second  marriage,  ad-  the  Earl  of  Essex  and  his  Countess  befufe 
znitted  the  appellant's  ability,  and  pro-  them,  sent  out  their  summons,  and  they 
cured  a  law  whereby  the  ceremony  of  the  made  their  appearance  uocordinglv.  Bat 
congress  was  ever  after  abolished.  before  they  proceeded,  they  causea  a  jury 
The  French  law  at  present  seems  to  have  of  twelve  discreet  matrons  to  be  impan- 
run  into  the  other  extreme :  it  is  totally  nelled,  to  teurch  the  Countsstf  whether  she 
silent  on  the  subject  of  impotence,  obvi-  were  (as  she  pretended  to  be,  and  was  re- 
ously  with  a  view  to  discountenance  such  puted)  a  maid  still;  for  if  she  were  a 
a  charge  as  a  ground  of  divorce.  maid,  they  would  fasten  upon  a  nullity. 
Mode  of  inve*tigatioH  in  England. — Not  and  so  separate  them  for  the  more  honour 
so,  as  we  have  seen,  in  England;  here  of  her  virginity.  The  Countess  being 
impotency  and  sterility  have  long  been  ashamed  [or  afraid]  to  come  to  such  a 
admitted  as  sufficient  grounds  in  nul.  trial,  would  not  expose  her  face  to  the 
lity  of  marriage;  and  impotence,  as  we  light;  but  being  to  appear  before  the  ma- 
have  further  seen,  is  recognized  by  our  ec-  trons,  under  a  veil,  another  young  gentle- 
clesiastical  authorities,  according  as  it  is  woman,  who  had  ias  offended,  was  fobbed 
absolute  or  relative.  The  case  of  Lord  and  into  her  place ;  and  she  passed  in  the  opi- 
Lady  Essex  has  been  already  alluded  to;  nion  both  of  jury  and  judges  to  be  a  vir- 
but  the  steps  which  were  taken  for  the  gin.  Then  the  articles  were  drawn  up, 
dissolution  of  their  marriage  are  further  where  she  accused  her  husband  of  impo- 
deserving  of  notice.  It  was  notoriously  tency,  whereby,  &c.  The  good  Earl,  will - 
the  ^ish  of  the  lady  to  be  divorced,  in  ing  to  be  rid  of  so  horrid  a  mischief,  made 
order  to  be  married  to  her  paramour,  Vis-  an  acknowledgment,  upon  which  the 
count  Rochester,  the  King's  favourite,  judges  proceeded  to  a  divorce." 
For  this  purpose  she  trumped  up  a  charge  The  custom  in  this  country,  in  trying 
of  impotence  against  her  husband,  and  so  the  incapacity  of  women,  as  well  as  of  as- 
managed  matters  that  he  was  eflfectually  certaining  whether  they  be,  as  they  state, 
so  in  respect  to  her,  and  had  no  hesitation  huucta:,  still  is,  to  submit  them  to  the  scru- 
in  confessing  it,  as  he  was  anxious  to  get  tiny  of  a  jury  of  matrons, 
rid  of  a  woman  so  worthless.  The  reputed  impotence  of  men  is  ge- 
lt was  resolved,  therefore,  to  proceed  nerally  referred  to  the  investigation 
in  accordance  with  the  established  practice,  of  inspectors  chosen  by  the  court,  and 
The  parties  had  been  married  above  three  duly  sworn :  these  inspectors  are  ge- 
years,  and  the  wife  pleaded,  that  although  nerally  two  surgeons  and  two  phy- 
she  was  cipta  viro,  she  was  notwithstanding  sicians;  and  such  a  jury  has  in  several 
a  vir£o  intucta  ;  in  proof  whereof,  she  of-  instances  latterly  been  substituted  for  the 
fered  to  submit  to  the  requisite  personal  absurd  and  ignorant  jury  of  matrons, 
inspection.  How  the  remainder  of  the  German  proceedings. — In  Germany  the  usual 
proceedings  were  conducted  I  shall  relate  method  is  to  commit  the  investigation  of  the 
in  the  words  of  a  writer  of  the  period,  proofs  to  the  recognized  medical  inspectors, 
merely  observing,  that  there  is  no  reason  generally  an  Amt-Physikus  and  Amt-Chirur- 
to  believe  that  there  is  any  exaggera-  ^riu,  who  draw  up  their  report,  and  present  it 
tion  in  what  is  asserted  of  the  device  for  adoption  to  the  higher  authorities.  I 
adopted  by  the  Countess.  The  partiality  have  before  me  two  of  these  reports,  re- 
of  the  King  was  notorious  throughout  cently  published  by  Professor  Bernt,  in 
the  whole  affair;  and  the  eagerness  which  his  Gerichtlich-MedidniMehe  Gutachten ;  but 
be  displayed  in  bringing  about  this  adulte-  the  extreme  indelicacy  of  both  forbids  me 
rous  union,  which  afterwards  led  to  the  to  give  more  than  the  briefest  sketch  of 
murder  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  has  left  their  details. 

an  indelible  spot  on  his  reign.  In  the  first  case,  a  man  aged  48,  being 

^*  The  King  commanded  the  bishops  to  chai^ged  with  impotence  by  his  wife,  a 

sue  out  a  divorce  between  the  Earl  and  young  woman  of  18,  the  parties  appear  in 

his  lady,  in  order  that  the  Viscount  might  person  to  be  examined.     The  man  has 

marry  her;  for  he  had  been  practised  for-  been  already  divorced  from  a  former  wife 

merly  in  Scotland,  in  his  minority,  with  for  inability ;  and  his  .general  appearance 

the  like  experiment.    Elizabeth,  daughter  is  unfavourable :   short  stunted  growth ; 

to  the  Earl  of  Athol,  being  married  to  the  thin   beard  ;    high-toned   voice  ;    meagre 

Earl  of  March,  under  the  prelewe  af  impo-  shapeless  limbs,  &c.     The  sexual  parts 

tewtff  but  merely  for  lust  (as  the  author  without  being  malformed,  are  excessively 
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diminutiTe — not  larger,  in  fact,  than  those  4.  No  artificial  stimalus  should  be  em- 

of  a  hoy  of  twelve:  the  measurements  I  ployed.     It  is  a  strange  proceeding,  and 

omit.      This  person   states  that  he  has  surely  very  reprehensible,  for  certain  me- 

strong  impulses  occasionally,  and  can  per-  dical  jurists  to  recommend  the  use  of  pro. 

form  nis  conjugal  duties  well  enough;  that  vocatives,  by  way  of  giving  the  accused 

his    wife    is    only  prompted  to  proceed  a  full  and  sufficient  tnal.    Even  Haller 

ag^nst  him  by  some  malicious  people,  but  himself  suggested  that  tincture  of  cantha- 

he  hopes  to  please  and  to  satisfy  her  vet,  rides  should  be  administered  ;  and  others 

&e.    On  examining  the  wife  the  next  aay,  have  prescribed  the  cold  bath,  warm  va- 

she    proves  to  be  a    bouncing  vigorous  pour,  electricity,  and  neiilei. 

young  woman,  well  formed  in  every  re-  Lastly,  Physical  causes  are  those  which 

spect,  and  exhibiting  no  marked  appear*  we  should  chiefly  endeavour  to  ascertain ; 

ance  of  having  cohabited:  no  hymen,  how.  and  those  of  an  enduring  character  more 

erer,  nor  camnculas.    The  moral  circnm-  particularly  deserve  our  best  attention. 

stances  I  forbear  to  enter  upon.     In  fine^  The  main  question,  be  it  constantly  kept 

the  examiners  conclude  that  the  parties  in  mind,  is,  whether  the  party  b(;  acta- 

are  wholly*  nnsni  ted  to  each  other;  that  ally  im^tent,  and  how  long  7  For,  as  I  men- 

the  young  woman  seems  well  adapted  for  tioned  before,  if  it  be  sought  to  procure  a 

having  a  family,  but  it  is  physically  im.  divorce,  the  bodily  infirmity  complained  of 

possible  (which,  by  the  way,  appears  to  be  must  have  existed  previous  to  the  marriage 

a  little  too  strong)  that  the  man  can  ever  contract :  if  it  originated  after  marriage,  it 

prove  prolific.  is  no  ground  of  divorce  or  separation,  for 

The  second  case  is  one  in  which  impo-  the  end  of  the  contract  may  have  been 

teoce  was  falsely  imputed.    The  parties  answered  —  namely,    the    procreation    of 

were  married  but  a  few  davs  when  the  children. 

wife  chose  to  decamp.    The  husband  was  

thirty-one  years  of   age,    underwent  the  ERRATCM.~In  last  lecture,  p.  263,  last 

most  minute  examination  of  the  inspec-  line    but  three,    for   *'  unlawful,"    read 

tors,  and  was  pronounced  to  be  perfectly  "  lawful." 

potent.     Some  of  the  interrogatories  put . 

to  the  husband  by  the  Consistory  Court  of 

Weimar,  in   consequence  of  the  deposi-  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  QUESTION, 

tions  of  the  wife,  are  curious;  nor  are  which  are  thk 

the  replies  less  so.     But  I  cannot  venture  tmppvpq  nv  t^aqtt?! 

to  notice  them  further.  WbRVES  Oh  TASTE? 

.iS^'  "''«.7-In  proceeding  to  examine  g    ^  j^^           ^q, 

alleged  cases  of  impotence,  it  may  be  as  "^                    * 

well  to  observe  a  few  plain  rules,  which 

may  be  useful  to  us,  and  expedite  our  Mr  attention    having    been  particularly 

researches.  directed   to   the  physiology  of  the  fifth 

1.  We  should  note  the  agr^  of  the  parties,  nerve,  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  rela- 
and  particularly  of  the  individual   com-  tions  of  the  sense  of  taste  have  remained^ 

glained  of.     The  general  appearance,  the  even  to  the  present  time,  has  led  me  into 

abit  of  body,  and  state  of  gealth,  should  a  series  of  investigations,  the  results  of 

be  observed.     And    we  should  ascertain  which,  I  hope,  will  be  considered  worthy 

what  diseases  the  person  may  have  previ-  of  being  submitted  to  the  profession. 

oosly  laboured  under.  The  first  question  relating  to  the  sensQ 

2.  The  sexual  parts  must  be  carefnlly  which  engaged  my  attention,  was  the  de- 
examined    with    regard  to   mal-formcd,  termination  of  the  doctrine  of  Panizza, 
deficient,  or  redundant  structure.     The  that  the  glosso.pharyngeal  nerves  are  the 
urethra  of  the  male  should  be  sounded,  special  nerves  of  taste, 
andtheconditionof  the  prostate  explored.  The  name  of  Panizza  is  so  eminent. 

8.  All  manipulations  of  a  gross  or  inde-  and  his  statement  so  circumstantial,  ana 
licate  kind  should  be  carefully  avoided :  stamped  with  candour,  that  one  must 
th^  are  wholly  unnecessary,  when  there  is  hesitate  to  call  his  opinion  into  question : 
safllcient  opportunity  for  other  examina-  however,  it  is  so  opposed  to  received  doc- 
tton.  It  can  scarcely  be  mentioned  with-  trines  that  I  determined  to  repeat  tho  ex- 
oat  disgust,  that  it  is  the  custom  in  some  periments  upon  which  it  has  been  founded. 
of  the  German  states — Wittemberg,  for  The  following  are  the  results  which  I 
example — to  require  the  professioral  in-  ^  have  obtained  from  the  division  of  the 
spector  to  lie  for  some  nights  in  the  same  ^  lingual  branches  of  the  fifth,  and  of  the 
<»iamber  with  the  suspected  party,  in  or-  glosso. pharyngeals ;  1st,  after  the  section 

der  to  a«certain,  by  immediate  and  ocular  ~ : • 

evidence,    whether    there    be    occasional  *  ^^^  *  P^P"  "■<*  »'  **»«  Bristol  Meeting  of 

erections*     Yet  Henkp  tbin1r«  itaII  nf  thU  '*«  B'iii"**  AMoclatlon,  Aiigunt.  I88«j   bere  cono 

erecuons .     xei  iienKe  minks  well  of  tliis  ^^..^^.j  ^^^  ^^^^  |,„j,i,„  jouju^i  ^f  Medical  Scl. 

pracUce.  ence,  for  November. 
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of  the  fonDer,  the  animal  lost  the  tactile  required  at  times  repeated  efforta  in  order 

seusibility  of  the  tongue,  and  retained  the  to  get  a  morsel  down :   though  at  others 

sense  of  taste ;   bat,  though  it  tasted,  it  it    appeai>ed    to  swallow  with   tolerable 

appeared  evidently  to  be  bv  other  parts  of  freedom.     Bat  in  those  instances  in  which 

the  mouth,  and  it  seemed  equally  plain  the  nerves  were  perfectly  divided,  deglati- 

that  it  had  lost  the  sense  in  the  anterior  tion  was  so  very  much  interfered  wiUi,  as 

Eart  of  the  tongue,  at  least ;  for  after  it  in  some  cases  to  be  impossible :  the  animal 

ad  been  trained  to  suffer  its  mouth  to  be  took,  and  masticated  the  morsel  as  osual, 

opened,  quietly,  and  to  have  something  and  swallowed  it  from  the  mouth  into  the 

laid  upon  its  tongue,  it  allowed  the  pure  pharynx  freely  ;  but  then,  after  repeated 

ooloquintida,  moistened,  to  remain  so  long  and  unavailing  efforts  to  get  it  further,  it 

upon  that  part  of  it,  care  being  taken  to  made  equal  efforts  to  get  it  back  again,  in 

confine  it  to  it,  that  no  doubt  could  re-  which  it  often  experienced  so  much  diffi- 

main  that  the  animal  did  not  taste  by  the  culty,  as  to  become  much  exhausted,  or  to 

organ  at  its  anterior  part;  but  as  soon  as  seem  even  in  danger  of  suffocation,  before 

it  was  let  go  and  closed  its  mouth,  it  dis-  it  succeeded.     Yet  even  here  the  animals, 

played  at  once  its  sense  of  the  taste  by  the  under  certain  circumstances,  were  able  to 

ordinary  indications.    The  infsrence  there<  get  food  down — meat  in  small  bits  and 

fore  of  Panizza,  that  taste  continues  un.  moist — but  if  either  in  large  bits  or  dry, 

imjmired  in  the  tongue  after  the  section  of  it  would  not  pass.     Panizza*s  conclusion, 

the  lingual  branches  of  the  fifth,  is  in  my  therefore,  with  regard  to  the  influence  of 

opinion  incorrect;  so  far  at  least  as  it  is  the  nerve  upon  deglutition,  as  also  that 

understood  in  an  unoualified  sense,  and  with  regard  to  its  sensibility,  appears  to 

its  application  cxteuaed  to  all  parts  of  me  as  incorrect  as  the  former, 
the  organ.      2nd.   I  have  divided  both        The  power  of  the  animal  still  to  swallow, 

glosso- pharyngeals  in  several  dogs,  with  may  be  readily  explained  by  reference  to 

the  following  results :    in  two  of  them,  the  mechanism  of  d^lutition ;  which  pro* 

each  time  that  either  nerve  was  taken  cess  consists  not  of  a  single  act,  but  is 

upon  a  hook,  preparatory  to  its  division,  accomplished  by  a  succession  of  actions  ia 

a  most  violent  action  of  the  pharyngeal  the  several  successive  portions  of  the  part 

muscles  was  excited,  resembling  precisely  of  the  intestinal  tract  engaged  in  it:  hence, 

the  pharyngeal  effort  to  reject  the  matter,  where  no  difficulty  exists,  the  loss  of  action 

which  most  persons  must  have  experienced,  in  one  part,  the  pharynx,  may  be  com- 

when  something  nauseous  or  revolting  has  pensated  by  the  action  of  the  part  imme- 

got  beyond  the  power  of  the  tongue,  and  diately  behind  it — the  mouth^which  may 

entered  the  pharynx ;  and  it  was  so  im-  suffice  to  propel  a  morsel  through    the 

perative,  that  the  animal  struggled  to  get  former  into  the  oesophagus,  and  this  effect 

upon  its  feet,  and  was  with  difficulty  re-  will  be  favoured  by  the  natural  tendency 

strained.     In  a  third,  a  similar  effect,  only  of  the  matter  to  descend;  but  where,  from 

less  marked  in  degree,  was  produced,  by  any  cause,  the  pharynx  is  called  on  itself 

pulling  upon  the  nerve  with  a  ligature  to  act,  then  difficulty  arises, 
passed  underneath  it ;    and  in  one  of  the        Lastly,  the  animal's  taste  did  not  ap« 

three  the  root  of  the  tongue  was  at  the  pear,  to  say  the  least,  much  affected :  even 

same  time  depressed,  and  rendered  con-  immediately  after  the    operation,   when 

cave  from  side  to  side.    In  three  of  the  exhaustion  renders  it  in  general  very  in- 

animals,  muscular  startings  occurred  in  different,    it    unquestionably    tasted    the 

the  throat,  while  the  nerve  was  held  upon  coloquintida  introduced  into  its  mouth,— 

the  hook ;   but  the  phenomenon  just  de-  in  one  to  such  a  degree,  that  efforts  to 

scribed  did  not,  at  that  time,  take  place,  vomit  were  excited  by  it,»and  when  food 

In  one  of  those  the  startings  were  strong  embittered  with    it    was    offered  to  the 

and  repeated  ;   in  the  others,  though  ob-  animal,  it  rejected  it,  though  it  appeared 

▼ious,  they  were  less  remarkable ;  and  in  to  me  to  manifest  less  aversion  than  pre- 

one  also,  as  has  been  mentioned,  the  first  viously.     In  those  experiments,  as  much 

effect  described  was    caused  bv  pulling  as  could  be  of  the  nerve  was  in  each  re- 

upon  the  nerve.    In  all  but  one,  toe  animal  moved,  to  provide  against  reunion.    The 

displayed  much  suffering  from  stretching,  inference  from  them,  as  regards  taste,  is 

pinching,  and  division  of  the  nerve.    In  obvious;  that  the glosso-pharvngeal  nerves, 

every  instance  deglutition  was  more  or  if  connected  at  all  with  tne  sense,  are 

less  impaired ;  I  say  more  or  less,  because  not  the  sole  or  special  media  of  its  per* 

in  ray  first  attempts  I  did  not  succeed  ccption. 

perfectly  in  dividing  the  nerve,  but  only        How,  then,  are  the  results  of  Panizza's 

its  pharyngeal  division;  and  this  occurred  experiments  to  be  explained  ?    This  task 

in  the  animal  which  I  presented   to  the  belongs  properly  to  another;   but  justice 

Surgical  Society  of  Ireland,  during  the  to  my  own  induces  me  to  suggest  two 

past  session ;  as  I  afterward  learntd  from  sources  of  fallacy,  by  which  lie  may  have 

dissection :   in  that  instance  the  animal  been  misled.    I  cannot,  in  the  first' place, 
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belie?e  that  he  operated  on  the  glosso-  It  being  then,  as  it  appears  to  me,  satis- 
pharyngeal  nerre;  and  failed  to  find  it  factorily  proved  by  the  preceding  details, 
sensitive^  or  to  influence  muscular  action;  that  the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerves  are  not 
jet  he  asserts  that  it  is  devoid  of  both  the  special  media  of  taste,  we  are  thrown 
properties;  or  that  he  divided  the  nerve  back  again  upon  the  fifth  nerves,  to  which 
completely,  and  that  afterwards  deglutition  it  has  been  generally  attributed.  But  if 
was  perfect  Indeed,  from  roy  own  ex-  they  be  the  media,  with  which  of  their 
perience  of  the  operation,  I  should  say  bmnches  is  it  associated  ?  or,  is  it  re^ 
that  DO  one,  who  m^es  Uie  experiment  stricted  to  particular  branches  ?  Tb^ 
ooce  only,  or  for  the  first  time,  is  likely  Unguals  are  those  which  have  been  gene* 
to  SQcoeed  in  his  purpose,  inasmuch  as  rally  considered  the  nerves  of  the  sense ; 
the  liogoal  division  of  the  nerve  is  so  whence  they  have  obtained  the  name  of 
cloee  to  the  base  of  the  cranium,  is  so  ^  gustatory."  Several  considerations, 
short,  and  runs  so  directly  inward  away  however,  cast  a  doubt  upon  that  opinion : 
from  the  pharyngeal,  that  it  is  almost  first,  if  they  be  nerves  of  taste,  they  cer- 
certain  to  be  overlooked,  ontil,  after  tainly  are  not  the  sole ;  since  it  continues 
having,  as  he  thonghl,  cnt  the  nerve  at  its  after  their  division ;  and  secondly,  if  taste 
exit,  me  operator  finds  on  dissection  post  be  a  faculty  derived  from  them,  it  might 
mortem  that  he  has  left  the  lingual  portion  be  expected  that  all  parts  of  the  mouth 
nntooched;  and  from  a  comparison  of  my  supplied  by  them  should  possess  it;  but 
experience  with  the  history  of  the  opera-  they  give  filaments  to  parts  which  are  not 
tion  given  by  Panizza,  I  can  hardly  seats  of  taste,  and  thus,  while  they  are 
hesitate  to  assert  that  be  did  not  reach  proved  bv  the  first  not  to  be  the  sole,  the 
that  portion;  else  he  would  not  have  second  tnrows  a  doubt  upon  their  being 
omitted  to  mention  a  source  of  failure  the  nerves  of  taste  at  all.  Again,  in  the  sec- 
most  remarkable  in  the  case :  again,  he  tion  of  the  lingual  branch  of  the  fifth, 
makes  no  reference  to  the  external  carotid  that  of  the  chorda  tympani  is  necessarily 
artery,  which  is  situate  between  the  surface  involved,  and  the  effect  consequent  on  the 
and  the  track  of  the  nerve,  and  which  it  division  of  the  former  may  be  due  to  that 
is,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  to  tie  with  a  of  the  latter ;  while  it  is  one  of  a  set,  and 
donble  ligature,  diride  and  displace,  in  the  only  set,  of  nerves  distributed  from  a 
order  to  idlow  sufficient  room,  and  to  common  source  to  the  seats  of  taste  in  the 
gnud  against  hemorrhage.  If  not  the  human  subject,  viz.  the  branches  of  the 
gloeso-pnaryngeal,  then,  what  other  nerve  spheno-palatine  ganglion.  Those  con- 
eonld  It  have  been  ?  It  might  be  the  siderations — to  which  is  to  be  added  that 
superior  luyngeal :  indeed,  this  nerve  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Noble,  that  no  other 
situate  so  near  to  the  other,  that  it  has  function  has* been  with  anv  degree  of  cer. 
Tery  frequently  presented  in  the  course  tainty  assigned  to  the  cord— appeared  to 
of  mj  operations;  and  I  have  been  for  me  so  forcible  as  to  induce  me  to  adopt 
some  time  uncertain  which  of  the  two  the  opinion,  that  the  ganglion  and  its 
it  was :  it  is  doubtless  somewhat  lower  branches  are  the  source  and  media  of  taste 
and  somewhat  more  superficial  than  the  to  the  tongue  and  fauces,  the  seats  of  the 
glosio-pharyngeal ;  but  it  will  be  readily  sense  in  the  human  subject  at  least  The 
understood,  that  with  a  deep  wound,  and  same  opinion  has  been  already  suggested 
a  trying  operation,  the  difference  in  both  by  Mr.  Noble  of  Manchester,  and  advocated 
respects  might  be  easily  overlooked,  by  him  on  rational  grounds.  Bellingeri 
Again,  I  have  not  found,  in  the  trials  I  also  maintains  the  doctrine  that  the  chorda 
have  made,  the  superior  laryngeal  display  tympani  is  the  source  of  taste;  and  it  ap- 
either  of  the  disputed  properties ;  and,  if  pears  further  to  have  been  adopted  by 
^is  conjecture  be  correct,  we  can  explain  Magendie  ;  inasmuch  as  we  have  been 
how  he  may  have  divided,  as  he  thought  lately  informed  of  his  removing  a  defect  of 
the  former  nerve;  and  found  it  devoid  taste  by  passing  a  galvanic  current  through 
both  of  sensibiK(y  and  of  muscular  in-  the  course  of  the  cord.  To  the  doctrine 
flaence.  In  the  second,  beside  the  ac-  two  objections,  however,  present  them- 
knowledged  power  of  hunger,  I  have  selves :  viz.  that  the  branches  of  the 
found  that  some  dogs  are  naturally  so  spheno-palatine  ganglion  are  distributed 
deroid  of  taste,  that  a  conclusion  could  to  other  parts  beside  the  seats  of  taste- 
not  be  safely  drawn  with  regard  to  that  the  nose — and  that  even  its  palatine 
sense,  firom  the  result  of  any  experiment  branches  cannot  all  be  considered  nerves 
upon  them ;  and  I  have  actually  rejected  of  the  sense,  since  we  do  not  taste  with 
a  dog  as  an  unfit  subject  on  that  account :  the  hard  palate ;  and  hence  either  taste  is 
the  animal  ate,  uninjured,  with  avidity,  not  a  special  sensation,  or  those  are  not 
food,  which  others,  naturally  voracious,  its  special  nerves.  On  the  other  hand, 
Rljeeled  with  disgust :  and  taste  might  those  objections  might  be  removed  by  the 
have  easily  seemed  obliterated  in  it  alter  principle,  too  much  disregarded  in  our 
the  division  of  the  glosso-pharyngeals.  reasonings  upon  the  source  of  sense,  that 
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peculiarity  of  sense  may  be  equally,  or  consequent  size  of  the  fossa,  affbrd  abiiYi. 

even  more,  the  result  of   peculiarity  of  dant  room  for  accomplishing  satisfactorily 

organization  in  the  organ,  as  of  peculiar  the  several  steps  of  toe  operation, 
nerves ;    and  experiment  alone  offered  a        I  have  thus  twice  extirpated  the  gan- 

prospect  of  solving  the  difficulty.  glion  from  both  sides;  and  in   both  in- 

But  how  experiment  upon  the  spheno-  stances  the  animals  tasted  acutely  after- 
palatine  ganglion  and  its  branches  ?  Not-  wards.  We  must  then  abandon,  as  ground, 
withstanding  the  apparentimpracticability  less,  the  idea  that  taste  depends,  whether 
of  it,  it  occurred  to  me  to  attempt  the  for  its  existence  or  perception,  upon  the 
removal  of  the  ganglion  from  the  dog,  and  presence  of  the  ganglion  or  the  chorda 
thus  directly  decide  the  question.  In  this  tympani,  and  seek  another  office  for  those 
design  I  was  encountered  at  the  outset  by  parts. 

the  authority  of  Magendie  and  Desmoulins,        The  conclusion  that  taste  is  independ- 

according  to  whom  neither  ganglion  nor  entofthem,  is  confirmed  by  the  existence 

chorda  tympani  exist  in  that  animal.    On  of  the  sense,  to  a  very  high  degree,  in  ani- 

dissection,  howerer,  I    ascertained  with  mals  in  which  neither  ganglion  nor  cord 

great  facility  that  both  do  exist,  and  not  has  been  discovered, — for  instance,  birds ; 

only  in  the  dog,  but  also  in  every  one  of  and  if  those  parts  have  any  connexion 

the  individual  mammalia  from  which  they  with  the  sense,  it  mu.«t  be  by  some  other 

expressly  state  that  the  parts  are  absent,  relation  than  that  of  the  media  of  percep. 

Further,  I  learned  that  the  dog  presents  a  tion.    That  they  have  a  connexion  I  am 

most  felicitous  opportunity  for  determining  strongly  disposed  to  think,  because  in  the 

not  only  the   influence  of  the  ganglion  animals  in  which  they  exist,  they  are  con- 

upon  taste,  but  also  its  relation   to  the  nected  especially  with  those  nenres,  which 

fiAh  nerve.      In  the  human  subject,  the  will  presently  appear  to  be  at  all  events 

ganglion  exists  upon  a  branch  of  the  nerve;  the  chief  media  of  perception  to  the  sense; 

and  hence  it  has  been,  for  the  most  part,  and  because,  where  they  are  absent,  the 

assumed  and  described  to  be  a  part  of  the  seats  of  the  sense  are  probably  less  nome- 

fifth ;   but  in  the  dog  it  does  not  engage  rous,  and  the  apparatus  more  simple.    It 

the  nerre;    it  is  separate,   and  is  only  is  necessary  to  suppose  the  existence  of 

attached  by  its  anterior  extremity  to  the  some  superadded  provision,  else  how  is  the 

naso-palatine  branch  of  the  seconddivision;  sympathetic  action  of  the  several  parts  of 

while  its  posterior  gives  off,  or  receives,  as  tne  apparatus — for  instance,  the  rapid  flow 

it  may  be,  the  chorda  tympani :    its  cha-  of  saliva  from  the  impression  of  a  sapid 

racters,  too,  are  altogether  different  from  agent,  to  be  explained?  but  at  present  this 

those  of  the  branches  of  the  fifth.     It  is  is  but  speculation,  and  premature, 
thence  manifest  that  it  cannot  be  regarded         It  next  occurred  to  me  that  taste,  what- 

as  an  essential,  original,  or  necessary  part  ever  be  its  real  nature,  may  be  a  sensation 

of  the  fifth,  but  only  an   adjunct,  and  perceived  through  the  ordinary  nerres  of 

pretty  certainly  a  part  of  the  sympathetic  the  parts  where  it  resides,  viz.  the  palatine 

system ;  with  the  main  portion  of  which  and  lingual  branches  of  the   fifth ;  and 

it  is   connected  by  one  of  its  posterior  that  the  question  might  probably  be  de- 

filamcnts.  cided  by  the  section  of  those  branches. 

After  several  attempts  I  succeeded — and  For  this  purpose,  the  dog  also  offered  a 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  experi.  favourable  suoject,  inasmuch  as  an  inter- 
ments  which  I  am  about  to  relate,  I  take  yal  of  some  lines  exists  between  the  origin 
this  opportunity  to  make  my  acknowledg-  of  the  naso-palatine  nerve,  and  the  attach- 
ments to  the  two  friends  who  assisted  me;  ment  to  it  of  the  extremity  of  the  gan- 
Mr.  Williams,  lecturer  on  Chemistry,  and  glion;  and  thus  an  opportunity  was  af. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hart,  Conservator  of  the  forded  of  cutting  the  nerre  between  those 
Museum  in  the  Medical  School,  Park-  points,  without  interfering  with  the  gan- 
street;  without  whose  patient,  cordial,  and  glion  or  its  connexion.  I  performed  the 
judicious  co-operation,  as  well  in  them  as  experiment  in  two  modes:  in  two  dogs  I 
in  my  other  experiments  my  attempts  must  simply  cut  the  lingual  branches  below  the 
have  failed — I  succeeded  in  the  removal  of  jaw,  and  the  palatines  at  the  interval  de- 
the  ganglion  from  both  sides.  In  order  to  scribed,  by  which  proceeding  the  influence 
do  so  it  is  necessary  to  open  the  zygo-  of  the  ganglion  oyer  the  latter  was  not  in- 
matic  fossa,  by  displacing  the  zygomatic  terrupted ;  and  in  two  others,  at  the  same 
arch,  and  the  coronoid  process  of  the  lower  time  that  I  cut  the  palatines,  I  also  re- 
jaw,  with  the  insertion  of  the  temporal  moved  the  ganglion;  and  in  both  cases 
muscle ;  that  done,  the  superior  maxillary  the  result  was  quam  proxime  the  same,  viz. 
nerve  may  be  exposed,  lying  upon  the  that  taste  was  very  neafly  obliterated, 
pterygoid  muscle ;  and  on  drawing  aside  though  sufficient  evidence  of  its  presence 
or  raising  the  nerve,  the>ganglion  will  be  was  still  manifested  to  compel  me  to  ad- 
found  beneath  it  upon  the  muscle:  the  mit  its  existence.  The  effect  produced 
deficiency  of  the  wall  of  the  orbit,  and  the  was,  that  the  animals,  which  had  pre- 
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viousljf  displayed  the  usual  disgust  at  the  former  take  part  in  the  function ;  because, 

coloquintida,  no  longer  manifested  any,  first,  in  the  human  subject,  in  which  alone 

but  only  ceased  to  eat  food  embittered  with  we  can  hope  to  be  able  to  decide  the  point, 

it :  they  would  eat  several  bits  in  succes-  taste   is  certainly  not  enjoyed  by  other 

sion,  and  then   refuse   to  take  more,  or  parts   of  the  mouth  than  those  already 

drop  the  bit,,  t^ken,  from  the  mouth,  and  mentioned;  and  therefore  other  brunches 

take  presently  a  clean  bit  if  offered  to  of  the  fifth  than  the  palatine  and  lingual 

them.  are  not  likely  to  be  connected  with  it;  and 

I  examined  two  of  tho^e  animals— -one  secondly,  because  in  some  of  the  experi« 

of  each — after  death;  and  I   found  the  ments   upon  those,  the   buccal  branches 

neires  so  fairly  divided,  that  the  experi-  also  have  been  divided,  and  the  result  was 

ments  appear  to  me  unexceptionable.     I  the  same.    There  remain,  then,  only  the 

must  also  add,   that  they  were  accom-  maxillary  branches,  and  the  filaments  of 

plisbed  without  injury  to  any  other  nerve  the  lingual  not  distributed  to  the  tongue, 

than  those  mentioned,  with  the  exception  and,   they  being   likewise  consumed    in 

of  the  masseteric  branch  of  the  fifth,  and  parts  devoid  of  taste,  it  is  to  be  inferred 

part  of  the  superficial  temporal,  which  that  they  also  are  not  associated  with  it. 

were  of  necessity  divided ;  but  neither  the  On  the  other  hand,  the  manner  in  which 

buccal  branch,  the  infra-orbital  nerve,  nor  the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerves  are  distribut- 

tbe  portio  dura,  was  injured.    All  positive  ed  in  all  animals,  but  more  particularly 

conclosion  from  them  must  therefore  apply  in  birds,  and  especially  in  parrots,  can 

to  the  palatine  and  lingual  branches  of  the  leave  no  doubt  that  they  fulfil  in  all  a 

fifth.    They  confirm,  in  the  first  place,  the  function  of  sensation;  and  as  well    the 

conclasion  already  drawn  with  regard  to  manner  of  distribution,  as  the  dispropor. 

the  ganglion  and    the  cord.      In  the  se-  tion     between     them    and    the    lingual 

cond,  they  prove  positively  that  the  pala-  branches  of  the  fifth  in  the  parrot,  which 

tine  and  lingual  branches  are,  in  the  mam>  manifestly  tastes  by  the  tongue,  would 

malia,  media,  and  probably  the  principal  lead  to  the  inference,  that  in  that  bird  the 

media,  of  taste;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  glosso- pharyngeals  are  the  chief,  perhaps 

in  the  first  instance,  in  which  the  experi-  the  sole,  nerves  of  taste  to  that  organ ;  and 

meat  was  made  after  the  first  method,  and  here  again  experiment  alone  can  decide, 

in  which  the  palatines  were  divided  on  This   might    probably  be    accomplished 

both  sides  within  the  same  day,  the  dog  upon  the  parrot ;  but  I  have,  not  had  an 

seemed  absolutely  indifferent  to  a  strong  opportunity  of  attempting  it      I   have, 

solution   of   the  coloqulntida  poured  in  however,  succeeded,  I  think,  in  detemiin- 

quantity  into  the  mouth  and  fauces;  but  ing  the  point  upon  the  dog.    In  one, upon 

the  animal  had  received  a  severe  shock,  which  I  had  before  divided  the  palatine 

and  that  the  abMoluU  indifference  to  the  bit-  and  lingual  branches  of  the  fifth,  on  both 

ter  was 'due  to  the  shock,  appears  to  me  sides,  with  the  efl'ect  already  described,  I 

satisfactorily  shewn  by  the  result  of  the  afterward  cut  the  glosso-pharyngeals  also ; 

experiment   when  differently  conducted,  and  I   believe,  so  far  as  a  single  experi- 

i.  e.  when  an  interval  of  several  days  was  ment  can  decide  the  question,  that  the 

allowed  to  intervene  between  the  two  ope-  animal  was  then  absolutely  tasteless.     On 

rations;  in  which  case  the  effect  was  such  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation,  I  tested 

as  has  been  detailed.    It  should  be  known,  him  with  the  coloquintida  twice  within  a 

in  order  to  complete  the  latter  inference,  few  hours,  and  each  time  he  ate,  without 

that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  when  the  lingual  hesitation,  a  meal  of  meat  containing  so 

branches  alone  are  cut,  taste  seems  im-  much  pf  the  bitter,  that  I  fear  it  caused 

paired;  so,  on  the  other,  the  same  result  his  death:  at  all  events  he  sickened,  an 

is  obtained,  when  the  palatines  are  the  hour  or  two  after  the  second  meal,  and  did 

nerves  divided  ;  a  fact  which  I  have  had  not  recover. 

an  opportunity  of  witnessing  in  the  course  My  experiments,  therefore,  justify  the 

of    the  preceding  experiments.      In  the  inference,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  sensa- 

tbird    place,    they  shew,    that  it  4s    as  tion  of  taste  is  perceived  through  more  nerves 

branches  of  the  fifth  nerve  itself^  and  not  than  one,  and,  on  the  other,  that  the  glosso. 

in   virtue   of  their  connexion  with    the  pharyngeals,  though  not  the  sole  or  special 

spbeno-palatine  ganglion,  that  the  pala-  media  of  its  perception,  have  yet  a  part  in 

tines  act  as  media  of  taste.    And,  lastly,  the  function,  and  that  thev  are  nerves  of 

they  indicate,  in  the  subjects  of  experi-  taste  as  well  as  the  lingual  and  palatine 

ment  at  least,  another  medium.  branches  of  the  fifth;  and  if  this  conclu- 

For  the  performance  of  this  office,  two  sion  be  confirmed,  the  difficulty  furnished 

sets    of   nerves  offer :    either    the    other  by  the  disposition  of  the  fifth  nerve  in  in- 

branches  of  the  fifth,  distributed  to  the  ferior  animals,  as  an  objection  to  its  gns. 

mouth,  or  the  glosso-pharyngeals.    There  tatory  functions,  is  still  further  removed ; 

does  not  appear  reason  to  suppose  that  the  and  we  may  feel  at  liberty  to  estimate  the 
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relati?e  gustatory  properties  of  the  t«fo  excitinijf  cause  oi  tabercnlar  pbtbisK% 

nerves  according  to  their  relative  develop-  (an   opinion,  however,  which  has  been 

ment  and  distribution.    The  result  just  decidedly   ne^ttved   by  M.  Louis,)  it 

stated,  further,  furnishes  a  possible  solu-  yf\\\  not  be  disputed,  that  in  this  conn- 

tion  of  those  obtained  by  Panizza,  sup-  ^^y    particularly  in  our  large  towns,  a 

posing  hiin  to  have  operated  on  theglosw-  considerable  proportion  of  tlie  cases  of 

phaiyngealnerves;  inasmuch  as  >^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^   chronic  bronchitis  occurs  in 

':A  and  tirtlrou^Mbf  oth^^^  .'e^^eL  P-ons  who  give  every  indication  of  a 
more  active  in  the  subjects  of  experiment,  prevalent  tubercular  diathesis,  so  far  as 
the  result  might  be  easily  explained;  but  we  can  iudge  from  a  general  want  of 
I  must  repeat,  that  I  incline  to  the  opi-  tone,  with  absent  or  disUnt  respiratory 
nion,  that  he  either  did  not  operate  on  murmur  under  one  or  both  clavicles; 
those  nerves,  or  that,  if  he  did,  he  divided  and  in  these  cases,  the  removal  of  in- 
only  their  pharyngeal  portions.  flammation  by  active  depletion,  or  mer- 
In  conclusion,  I  feel  justiGed  in  draw-  curial  action,  is  frequently  followed  im- 
ing  the  following  inferences  from  the  ex-  mediately  by  the  rapid  development  of 
perimcnts  and  reasonings  which  have  been  tubercles.  *rhe  tarUr  emetic  treatment, 
detailed:  Ist,  that  taste  is  a  special  scnsa-  ^^^^^  ^^^y^  circumstances,  will,  I  am 
tion;  2<1,  that  It  enjoys  two  m^edi^^^^  j,^  ^^^j  ,  ^^^^  »^^^  ^ 
ception ;  3d,  that  its  media  ol  perception  '  .^  r  *»*  •  •..  i  j 
aretheglosso-pharyngeal  nerves,  and  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  its  marked 
lingual  and  palatine  branches  of  the  fifth  results.  ,..,., 
nerves;  4th,  that  the  glosso-pha^ngeal  Another  object  m  sending  the  case,  is 
nerves  are  not  its  special  media;  .5th,  that  to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  the  profes- 
the  latter  nerves  both  are  sentient,  and  in-  sion  a  prenaration  which  has  not,  so  far 
fluence  muscular  action;  and  6th,  that  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  been  yet  used  in 
the  spheno-palatine  ganglion  and  chorda  this  country;  but  which  will,  I  am  con- 
tympani  have  no  influence  upon  either  the  yinced,  be  numbered  amongst  our  valu- 
cxistence  or  perception  of  the  sense.  able  therapeutical  agents,  so  soon  as  its 

_«..-^  beneficial  results  arc  more  extensively 

known. 

ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  TAR-  ,  ^"  *  ^^^^^  occasion,  I  hope  to  have 

TARIZED  ANTIMONY  ^^  *'^"^"''  ?/,  s"»^™itting  to  your  noUce 

some  cases  illustrative  of  the  action  of 

IN  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  MUCOUS  thc  bromidc  of  irou  on  the  processes  of 

MEMBRANE  OF  THE  LUNGS.  absorptioH  and  uutrition.     These  cases, 

however,  contain  nothing  more  than  an 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  account  of  results.     Our  knowledge  of 

the  physiology  of  nutrition  is  at  present 

^**^'                                 ^  so  limited,  that  any  reasoning  on  the 

I  HAVE  inclosed  the  following  case  as  pathology    of  that    function  must  be 

an  instance  of  the  decided  eflfect  of  tar-  purely  b  vpothetical,  and  therefore  un- 

tarized  antimony  in  allaying  inflamma-  safe. — I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

tion  of  thc  mucous  membrane  of  the  Sir, 

lung^.     Hitherto  the  use  of  this  medi-  Yours  very  respectfully, 

cine  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  re-  Geo.  Kemp,  M.B. 

stricted  to  cases  of  inflammation  of  thc  cUMhuni,  Herts.,  Nov.  12,  1836. 
cellular  texture  of  the  lungs  ;  and  even 

in  these  cases  iu  use  has  not  been  so  October  26,  1836. — E.  Huntley,  wt, 
general  as  the  statistical  report  contained  27,  cook,  has  been  suffering  for  the  laasi 
m  the  Gazette,  vol.  ii.  p.  191,  with  week  from  a  severe  cough,  with  which 
other  unimpeachable  documents,  would  she  has  for  some  years  been  frequently 
justify.  In  fact,  there  is  but  one  soli-  harassed.  On  account  of  the  great  dis- 
tary  circumstance  which  contra -indicates  tress  occasioned  by  speaking,  I  am  un- 
its use — viz.  an  irritable  state  of  the  able  to  obtain  a  connected  history  of  her 
mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  case,  but  learn  from  her  sister  that  she 
canal ;  and  the  symptoms  of  this  affec-  has  been  under  the  care  of  a  medical 
,tion  are  so  palpable  that  the  slightest  man  iu  the  neighbourhood  for  the  last 
observation  will  detect  it.  few  days,  who  applied  a  blister  to  the 

Without  enterinp^  upon  the  question  chest,  which  is  still  open,  and  that  ycs- 

whether  bronchial  iDflammation  be  an  terday  she  was  attacked  with  shivering  { 
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since  wbirh  time  the  coug^h  and  djsp-  again    become    extremely    viscid    and 

noea  haye  much  increased.  transparent ;    pulse  90,    irritable,    but 

At  present  (3  p.m.)   the  difficulty  of  yielding  to  pressure;  tongue  furred,  but 

breathing   is     very    considerable,    the  red  at  the  marg-in.     She  docs  not  com- 

countenance  anxious  and   flushed,  the  plain  of  any  pam  in  the  chest,  but  the 

lips  livid,  and  the    cough     incessant,  mucous  membrane  is  so  irritable,  that 

Pulse  120,  irritable ;  .expectoration  ex-  every  effort  to  speak  occasions  cough. 

cesatvely  viscid.   She  does  not  complain  One  grain   of  tartar  emetic  is  ordered 

c/ pain  in  the  chest,  and  can  bear  firm  immcdiatclv,  to  be  repeated  every  iour 

pressure  in  the  intercostal  spaces.  hours.     A  blister  is  also  directed  to  be 

Percussion  elicits  a  dull  sound  over  applied  over  the  sternum. 
the  whole  chest,  and   the  stethoscope        5  p.m. — Having  just  taken  the  tartar 

discovers  every  modification  of  mucous  emetic,  complains  much  of  nausea,  but 

rale,   both   anteriorly  and    posteriorly,  there   has   been    no  actual  vomiting; 

with  crepitant  rale  over  a  small  space  cough  less  troublesome.    Pulse  80. 
in  the  leti  infra-clavian  region.  31st,  10  a.m.— Has  slept  well ;    the 

From  the  history  of  the  case,  so  far  as  cough  is  considerably  less  troublesome, 

I  could  obtain  it,  the  general  appear-  and  the  expectoration  having  again  as- 

aoce  of  the  patient,  and  the  situation  of  sumed  an  opaque  appearance,  is  rejected 

the  crepitant  rale,  I  presumed  that  a  in    distinct    pellets,  with   little  efibrt. 

tubercular  diathesis  existed,    and  pre-  Pulse  80,  soft  and  compressible.    The 

ferred  the  tartar  emetic    treatment  to  mucous  rale  is  not  extensive,  and  con- 

Uood-lettuig,    or    exciting    mercurial  stantly  shifting ;  the  tongue  is  slightly 

action.  red  at  the  margin,  and  the  last  dose  of 

Half  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  was  ac-  the  tartar  emetic  occasioned  vomiting ; 

curdingly  ordered   to  be  taken  imme-  it  is  therefore  discontinued. 
diately,  out  of  camphorated  water,  and         Nov.  1st. — All  inflammatory  action 

to  be  repeated  every  four  hours.  has  apparently  subsided;  the  respiration 

27th. — Unable  to  see  her  till  8  p.m.,  is  in   many  parts   of   the  chest  quite 

when  I  found  her  much  better  in  every  healthy ;  it  is,  however,  indistinct  under 

respect     She  complained  of  nausea,  but  both  clavicles,  particularly  the  left. 
baa  not  vomited ;  pulse  80,  soft  and        2d. — The  patient  now  complains  of 

compressible ;  cou^h  less  freouent ;  ex.  nothing  but  debility,  and  having  pre- 

peetoration  less  viscid,  and  oeginning  viously  seen  great  advantage  denved 

to  assume  a  detached  rounded   form,  from  the  use  of  the  bromuret  of  iron,  in 

Mucous  rale  still  considerable,  but  the  cases  where  a  tubercular  diathesis  ap- 

crepitant   rale  has  disappeared.      She  peared  to  exist,  she  is  ordered  to  take  a 

was    directed    to   continue    the    tartar  gfraiu  and  a  half  three  times  a  day,  dis- 

emetic  solved  in  distilled  water. 

28tby   11  A.B^.— The  cough   has  not        This  preparation  is  analogous  in  its 

troubled   her  much  during  the  night,  eflects  to  the  ioduret  of  iron,  which  is 

The  last  dose  of  the  tartar  emetic  occa-  certainly  one  of  the  most  valuable  tonics 

sioned  vomiting.      Mucous  rale  much  we  possess.     One  great  objection  to  the 

diminished,     xhe  tartar  emetic  to   be  administration  of  the  ioduret  exists  in 

discontinued  ;    and   as  the  bowels  are  the  circumstance  of  its  undergoing  rapid 

rather  constipated,  one  ounce  of  castor  decomposition  immediately  on  its  being 

oil  is  directea  to  be  taken  immediately,  exposed  to  the  atmospheric  air.     The 

Four  grains  of  James's  powder  are  di-  bromuret  maybe  kept  in  a  state  of  so- 

reeted^every  four  hours.  lution    with  distilled  water  for  many 

29th.-— Much  better;  has  only  cough-  weeks,  without  the  occurrence  of  any 

ed  two  or  three  times  within  the  last  appreciable  decomposition.     The  solu- 

twenty-rfour  hours.  tion  is  the  only  form  in  which  this  salt 

30tn,  9  A.M.— A  remission  of  inflam-  can  be  given,  on  account  of  its  g^eat 
matory  symptoms  occurred  this  mom-  deliquescence.  T  have  generally  order- 
ing^ alwut  4  o'clock ;  the  cough  has  ed  it  in  a  solution  of  the  same  strength 
been  very  freouent  since  that  time.  At  as  Dr.  Thompson's  solution  of  the  iodu- 
present  the  ayspncea  is  considerable ;  ret,  viz.  three  grains  of  the  bromide  to 
the  mneous  rale  is  prevalent  over  the  a  drachm  of  distilled  water,  of  which 
whole  chest,  but  no  crepitation  can  be  thirty  minims  are  taken  at  first  twice, 
discorered.       The    expectoration    has  and  subsequently  three  or  four  times  a 
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day,  the  patient  hcing  careful  to  keep  changed  from  a  sentimeDt  to  a  percep- 

the  bowels  regulated  by  means  of  cas-  tion  of  its  reality, 

tor  oil.  But  in  physiology,  because  men  do 

As  1  have  had  g^eat  difficulty  in  ob-  not  perpetually  re6ect,  the  inexperienced 

tainin^  the  preparation  in   London,  I  mind  is  very  apt  to  be  seduced.     The 

may  just  mention  that  it  has  been  yery  details  of  this  science  are  hidden  from 

carefully  prepared  for  me  by  Mr.  John-  us,  so  that  facts  the  most  uninteresting 

son,  chemist  and  druggist  in  this  place.  are  received,    and    theories    the    most 

inappropriate    adopted,     to     swell    its 

■ — ■ annals. 

The  writer  of  this  paper  has  before 

"^^^  defended  the  absorbent  system  against 

PHYSIOLOGY  OF  SALIVATION.  those  who  would  render  it  accounuble 

D    T   r"    XT         TiT  n  for  the  mischief   produced    by    many 

By  T.  G.  Hake,  M.U.  poisons,  whose  action  is  transmitted  by 

Physician  to  the  Brighton  Dlspensarj.  &c.  [|,g    nerves;     he    will     BOW,    tfaefefoc, 

preface  his  ihearj  W  nfinrtMB  witli  a 

There  has  been  no  greater  impediment  rieir  aaly  of  tbe  manner  in  which  the 
to  science  than  the  mind  itm^f^  wbidi,  Tenereal  virus  acts,  and  mercury,  the 
instead  of  calmly  awutiDg  the  results  cause  of  ptyalism. 
of  its  jreiesrclies,  glides  anxiouslv  for-  The  great  functions  of  a  nervous 
ward  in  anticipation,  and,  in  so  aoing,  system  are  produced  in  the  extremities 
passes  over  the  truth,  which  was  too  of  nerves;  they  may  be  impeded  by 
simple,  too  similar  to  the  things  amid  interruptions  in  the  trunk,  but  the  per- 
which  it  lived,  to  be  observed.  So  formance  of  the  grand  duty  resides  in 
vast  is  the  range  of  thought,  that  if  it  the  terminal  branches,  where  they  ex- 
stray  beyond  the  boundaries  of  its  sub-  pand  into  the  membranous  form,  and 
iect,  as  liable  to  do,  it  unconsciously  mingle  inseparably  with  the  tissues 
betrays  itself  into  remote  analogies,  which  they  govern, 
which  perform  their  functions  apart.  By  means  of  a  nervous  system,  the 
and  are  too  beautiful,  perhaps,  to  be  disorders  of  one  organ  may  he  trans- 
refused  in  illustration  of  an  inquiry  lated  to  another,  simitar  in  structure, 
which  the  intellect  may  have  proposed  their  sources  of  nervoiu  power  being 
to  elucidate.  related.  ^On  this  principle  becomes  ex- 

1n  the  sciences  connected  with  phy-  plicable  the  venereal  progress :   it  com- 

sic,  as  in  all  other  things,  the  many  are  mences   in    mucous    membranes,    and, 

influenced  by  the  few;   and  the  creeds  through  its  nerves,  attacking  the  glandu- 

of  the  medical  world  may  be  traced   to  lar  structure  of  the  part,  excites  derange- 

sources  which  are  limited  in  comparison  mcnts  in  adjacent  glands,  or  confining 

with  the  numbers  who  adopt  them.     It  itself  to  mucous  structure,  affects  distant 

is  the  province  of  some  to  collect  the  mucous  tissues. 

most  perfect  facts,    concentrating    all  But  mercury,  similar  in  its  mode  of 

their  reason   in   vision — these  are  the  action  as  regards  the  system  which  it 
working  classes  of  philosophy ;   and  of    affects,  has  a  directly    opposite   effect 

others,   to   mentally   resolve   facts  into  to   the  venereal  virus ;    tbe  one  being 

their  elements,  and  at  one  glance   to  permanently  sedative,  the  other  stimu- 

compare  them  with  all  knowledge,  in  Jant  in   its  powers.     Mercury  pursues 

order  to  detect  a  way  through   those  the  same  track  in 'supporting,  as   the 

labyrinths,  which  aAerwards  they  have  ^  virus  does  in  undermining  the  nervous 

to  traverse.  system ;    and  so  far  does  this  analogy 

In  physiology,  this  influence  of  the  extend,  that  the  depreasion  consequent 

few   is  yet  more  strongly  felt  than^  in  on  mercurial  action  disorganizes,  when 

physic,  for  he  who  carefully  practises  pushed  too  far,  the  same  tissues  as  those 

tbe    latter    art    arrives    s9    nearly    at  which  suffer  from  the  virus,  and  causes 

general   principles,  by  the   experience  the  like  affections;   such,  for  example, 

of  a  constant  return  of  like  facts,  that  as  glandular  enlargements,  ulcerations, 

truth    may  be    said    to  have  taken  a  and  cutaneous  eruptions, 

hold  on  the  instinct  before  reflection  has  When  mercury  is  internally  adminis- 

confirmed   it,  and  only  awaits  the  an-  tered,  in  quantities  proportionate  to  the 

proval    of  authority  or  reason,   to   be  final  causation  ofptyaltsm,  the  following 
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proeesiies  occur.    A  stimulaDt  acts  by  the  mercury  still  supports  in  the  ab- 

contact  with   the  expansion  of  sympa.  sorbent  vessels. 

thetic  nerves  on  the  stomach  and  intes-  It  now  appears,  that  the  action  of 
tines.  As  it  is  propelled  along*  that  mercury,  primarily  on  the  pancreas, 
diversified  line  of  organization,  it  acts  and  secondarily  on  the  absorbents  and 
on  all  its  functions  in  a  similar  manner,  lacteals,  causes  the  circulation  to  be 
but  with  different  results.  In  the  duo-  overloaded  with  an  excess  of  pancreatic 
denura  it  urges  the  nervous  battery  with  fluid,  which  does  not  find  egress  at  the 
which  it  is  in  contact  to  increased  pancreas  any  longer,  that  organ  being 
power,  stimulating  the  very  glands  unable  in  its  depressed  state,  the  conse- 
themselves,  whose  ducts  open  into  the  quence  of  over-excitement,  to  secrete 
upper  bowel,  and  so  causing  an  in-  even  its  usual  quantity  of  fluid.  It  is 
creased  secretion  and  outpouring  of  essential,  however,  to  the  equalization 
pancreatic  juice  and  bile ;  the  same  of  the  secretions,  that  this  excess  of 
Deing  produced  through  the  medium  of  abdominal  saliva  should  be  evacuated, 
nerves  extended  between  the  mucous  as  long  as  its  production  continues.  It 
surface  and  the  glandular  bodies  whose  therefore  becomes  a  otiestion,  through 
function  is  to  secrete  these  fluids.  In  the  what  channel  it  may  be  expelled ;  and 
meantime,  the  mercury  being  pursued,  its  as  the  salivary  glands,  tnat  is,  the 
impulse  reaches  the  remoter  parts  of  the  parotid,  submaxillary,  and  lingual,  ^re 
sympathetic  system,  and  on  its  termiual  similar  to  the  pancreas  in  structure,  and 
branches,  the  expanded  seats  of  func-  the  fluids  which  all  secrete  are  nearly 
tion,  acts.  The  secretions^  are  *  now  alike— moreover,  these  former  organs 
more  plenteous,  and  the  solids  are  ab-  having  received  the  mercurial  impulse 
sorbed,  but  the  principal  change  which  subsequently  to  the  pancreas,  and  being 
is  taking  place  in  tne  system  at  this  consequently  under  its  influence,  while 
stage,  is  the  provision  instituted  in  the  the  pancreas  has  sunk  into  its  atonic 
the  blood  to  meet  the  f^at  demand  for  state — they  are  in  every  way  adapted  to 
bile  and  pancreatic  juice,  the  general  relieve  the  blood  of  its  excess, 
harmony  of  the  secretions  having  been  It  is  not  thOs  maintained  that  pan- 
compromised  by  the  specific  action  of  creaticjuice,but  that  saliva,  is  evacuated 
the  stimulant  on  the  hepatic  and  pan-  by  this  system  of  glands,  for  the  former 
creatic  glands.  contains  ingredients  which  probably 
The  bile  being  exerementitious,  the  the  latter  does  not.  For  these  there  arc 
system  can  meet  its  increased  secretion  uses  in  the  system,  they  being  animal 
to  only  a  limited  extent.  The  quantity  matter ;  they  may  be  deposited  for  use, 
of  this  fluid  existing  in  the  blood  in  an  or  evacuated  through  other  channels  ; 
elementary  state  majr  for  a  time  answer  while  the  salts,  in  a  state  of  solution, 
the  demand  made  in  the  duodenum,  are  plenteously  excreted  at  the  salivary 
and  the  solids  yielding  to  the  absorbents  glands. 

may  prove  a  further  resource ;   but  this  This  is  the  physiological  history  of 

can  continue  only  so  long  as  the  sources  salivation, 
of  bile  are  not  dried  up.     But,  fortu- 

nately,  organized  matter  not  only  be-    — ■ — 

comes     insensible    to    every  stimulant  case  of 

after  a  certain  duration,  but  even  de-  i-tqtttt  a   f  appvmat  tq 

pressed   below   iu  standard  tone.      In  FISTULA  LACRYMALIS, 

accordance  with  this  principle,  the  liver  treated  after  dupuytren's  method. 


refuses  to  overact  its  part   before  the 

scarcity  of  its  secretion  is  appreciated  in 

the  system.     The  pancreas,  on  the  other  J'o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

band,  secreting  a  fluid  easily  yielded 

by  the  arteries,  and  daily  replenish  able  Sir, 

from  that  inexhaustible  source,  the  food.  The  question  has  often  been  asked,  what 

bears  the  mercurial  impulse  longer,  and  becomes  of  the  tube,  (that  so  extensively 

when  at  length  it  becomes  insensible  to  used  by  Dupuytren)  after  it  has  been 

the  stimulant,  the  habit  of  elaborating  passed  into  the  nasal  duct,  in  cases  of 

pancreatic  juice,  or  rather   its   compo-  fistula  lacrymalis?     The  difficulty   of 

nents,  in  the  blood,  is  established,  and  tracing  these  cases  to  a  termination  has, 

mainUined  by  the  tonic  action  which  doubtless,  stood  in  the  way  of  a  satis- 
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factory  answer.      The   followingf    case  could  be  done,  I  advised  her  to  wait 

will,  at  least,  answer  for  itself,  and  will  patientlj,   until  some    further   change 

prove  that  the  termination  of  such  cases  was  observable.      About    two    months 

cannot  always  be  so  favourable  as  is  since,  she   was  startled  one   morning-, 

sometimes  stated ;  although,  for  aug-ht  I  while  lying  in  bed,  at  experiencing  a 

know   to   the  contrary,  it  may  still  be  sudden  sense  of  choking,  as  if  from  some 

considered  as  efficient  a  mode  of  treat-  foreign  body  in  the  throat,  and  which, 

ment  as  any  other  with  which   I  am  when  ejected,  proved  to  be  the  remains 

acquainted.  of  the   tube    which    had    been    intra- 

Mrs.  S.  consulted  me  in  July,  1833,  duced  into  the  lacrymal  sac  three  years 

complaining   of  considerable   irritation  before. 

in  her  right  eye,  tumefaction  over  the        Ifoundthat  a  considerable  portion  had 

situation   of  the   lacrymal   sac,   and   a  been  corroded— more  than  one-half— the 

continual  flow  of  tears  and  mucus  down  broad  upper  portion  being  entirely  gone, 

the  face.     She  had  been  annoyed  in  this  or  else  separated  from   the  lower,  and 

manner  for  some  months,  the  integu-  remaining  behind.     She  expresses  ber- 

ments  over  the  sac  becoming  swollen,  self  easier  since  it  came  away,  and  has 

inflamed,  snppurating,  and   then   gra-  not  much  to  complain  of,   except  the 

dually  subsiding.    The  disease  returned  discharge  of  the  tears  through  the  little 

periodically,  and  always  about  the  time  fistulous  opening  in  the  sac,  which,  how- 

of  menstruation.     The  simple  antiphlo-  ever,  is  not  veir  distinct, 
gistic    treatment    was   at   first    recom-  I  am,  sir, 

mended,   with   temporary  relief      The  Your  obedient  servant, 

affection    continuing,    it  was   thought  John  Walker. 

advisable  to  introduce  the  style  into  the  Uanctaetter,  Nov.  17, 1886. 

nasal  duct,  which  I  did  without  difficulty. 
This  she  wore  for  about  six  mouths,  at 
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ed  a  strong  desire  that  something  more 

might  be  done,  as  the  tears  continued  to  

run  over  the  chedc,  so  as  to  torment  her  «  x^-Autenr  le  to.  k  allongtr  ce  qae  lelecteor  M 

considerably,  although   her    sunerings  tuekabrAgcr.*'— d'alkmbkat, 

hftd,  on  the  whole,  been  much  lessened.  

prJ°erto'removethSji;,lndto?llert  ^r'^"'  Publique ,  ou  Mimoirei  »ur 

Instead   of  it  one  of  the  silver  tubes.  '"J^f"^  '"  ?]»»  *«V<jrt"nU.  de 

This  .*as  accomplished  with  fjreat  faei-  Pf^»9"»f  apphquie  ohx  ProfeMnont 

lity,  so  slight  «as  the  obstruction.     On  ?,'  T  t  T"5             'it    jmihque. 

the  next  day  the  aperture  had  healed  j,     j,     j    ^        j,  j    ^^^^y^^^^  ^cc 

over,  there  was  nothing  Visible,  and  she         t^     «t ,     -o    •     loi^    t>  -Ti-r^ 

expressed  hereelf  very  comfortable.   She  Deux  Tomes.   Pans,  1836.  Ba.lhere. 

continued  to  go  on  well,  and  soon  ceased  The   name  of  Parent-Duchatelet   will 

to  complain.     The  tears  now  passed  oflT  long  be  remembered  in  connexion  with 

through    the   duct,  and   she    expressed  the  extraordinary  work  which  we  lately 

herself  highly  delighted  with  the  result  noticed — his  Statistical    and  Physiolo- 

of  the  treatment,  considering  herself  as  gical  Account  of  Prostitution    m    the 

cured.       From   this  period    1  saw   her  City  of  Paris ;    but   the  volumes  now 

occasionally,  and  she  continued  to  re-  published  are,  perhaps,  not  less  extra- 

gard   herself  as  quite  well,  until  about  ordinary,  from  the  variety  and  extent  of 

six  or  eight  months  since,  when  she  their  subjects :  they  form  altogether  the 

again  began  to  complain  of  uneasiness  richest  mine  of  information,  on   eycry 

in  the  comer  of  the  eye,  and  said,  that  thing  relating  to  the  public  health,  that 

on  blowing  her  nose  she  thought  she  has  ever  been  offered  to  the  professional 

perceived  the  motion  of  the  tube.    There  world.     There  are  not  less  than  about 

was  a  degree  of  tenderness  and  watery  thirty  papers  here,  which  have,  for  the 

state  of  the  eye,  and  a  small  capillary  most  part,  been  drawn  up  at  the  request 

aperture  was  visible,  just  over  the  sac,  of  the  French  government :  they  are  the 

through  which  the  lacrymal   fluid  ap-  result  of  indefatigable  labour  bestowed  on 

peared  to  ooze.  matters  of  research,  many   of   which 

Not  perceiving  that  any  thing  more  would  deter  most  inquirers,  not  by  their 


HOMCEOPATHY  ;    FURTHER  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  ITS  NATURE.    305 

difficuUr    alone,    but    bv  tbe  ^dis^st  influence  over  botb  bod j  and  souh     Let 

which  they  could  not  fail  to  excite ;  for  us  now  notice  some  other  articles'of  the 

instance,  the  elaborate  £:wiii    *iir   le»  Hahncmannian    materia   medica;   and 

Cloaques    ou    Egouts  de    la    Vule  de  .        .      ,      , ,    ,          . ,     ,                 ,    ^ 

Paru,  and  the  Rapport  sur  le  Curage  ^e*'  >*  should    be   said   that  we  select 

€t  l^Assainistement  des  Egouts,  ^c.  But  only  those  of  inferior  note,  keepings  the 

on  the  other  hand,  how  many  of  the  grand    remedial   agents    in    the    back 

subjccU  are  there  not  as  attractive  as  ^ound,  we  shall  take  gold  and  silver  to 

they  are  important?      We  may  cite,  for  f            .,       ^  i ,    .      .,  i            ^    ,• 

example,  the  articles,  on  the  Methods  of  »^«ff>»  ^'^»>-     Gold,  be  it  known  to  the 

respiting  deleterious  Gases  with  impu-  uninitiated,  is  prized  by  Hahnemann  as 

nitjr ;  on  Artesian  Wells ;  on  the  Purifi-  a  sort   of  summum   ^oiium,— in  which 

caUon  of  Dissecting-rooms;  on  Inhuma-  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^        ^„^.ie„t  and  modem  au- 

tions  and  Exhumations;  on  Knackenes  .     ..      ^       '^.     .,       .,    ,.        .^  . 

and  the  methods  in  use  for  drying  dead  ^*'°"'»^«  *«  ^^'°^»^«  ^'^*^  *»"» ;  H  is  9, 

horses;  on  feeding  pigs  with  horseflesh;  sort  of  elixir  vita,  with  such  powerful 

and  several  essays   on  the  influence  of  virtues  as  no  other  substance  possesses : 

certain  trades  on  the  health  of  the  work-  i„  f^ct,  as  Geber  an^the  philosophers  of 

*"  To  do  justice  to  the  contents  of  these  ^^^^^^^^^^  maintained,  gold  is  the  delight 

Tolumes    would    reouire    more    ample  and  the  staff  of  life— mflferw  /tf*i>fcaiif 

space  for  analysis  tnan  we  could  well  et  in  juventute  corpus  conservaiis.    Hah- 

aflbrd ;  some,  however,  of  the  topics  we  neniann  admits  this. 

have  touched  on  before,  in  certain  no-  n^ur                ^           ^i.<-a         r 

tices  of  the  Annales  d^HygiSne;  and  it  ^  B»t  before  we  enter  on  the  virtues  of 

may  be  possible,  certainly  it  would  be  ^ne  substances  just  named,  let  us  pre- 

desirable,  to  take  up  some  of  the  others  mise  a  few  words  on  the  nature  of  our 

on  future  occasions.  argument.    Our  account  of  the  homoeO- 

Most,  if  not  all,  the  essays  and  re-  „„,k-    «„^„*,,^„  •     «„  *u:-  ««««„;^«  -« 

.    .^  .1 .        II    l-        i_      "^  u  patnic  symptoms  is,  on  this  occasion  as 

ports  m  this  collection,  have  been  ga-  ^        ,        ,             ,    „       i    .     i     ■> 

thered  from  the  periodical   iust  men-,  on    the     last,    wholly    derived    from 

tioned.      But  the  reader  will   readily  Hahnemann's  own  books,    We   quote 

appreciate  the  amount  of  his  obligation  his  Pure  Materia  Medica,  (so  called,  we 

rii^i/^'"{f'^?'i^-^'**'''"'  who  have  so  f^^m  its  astounding  impuri/y, 

liberally  collected  into  a  moderate  com-  '^  .,  ^          >          «  /.         i          i     .     j 

pass,  and  rendered  procurable  at  a  very  —    ^ucus  a  non,")  from  the  authonzed 

reuodable  expense,  what  has  hitherto  version  of  Jourdan — himself  a  worthy 

been  difliised    through    numerous  vo-  homoeopath.    We  give  the  number  of 

lumes,  accessible,  in  general,  only  in  ^^^j,  symptom,  in  order  that,  if  we  mis- 

our  lanrer  libraries.  /                  ,     •              ,    . 

^  represent  (as  we  surely  have  no  desire 

=  to  do),  we   may  be  censured  and  ex- 

M EDICAL  GAZETTE.  p°^^^-   '^  ^^'^  "^'  *^^  ^«^  ^^^  ^^^\y 

supporters   of  homoeopathy  to  say,  in 

Saturday,  November  26,  1836.  general  terms,  that  we  mis-sUte,  or  that 

we  do  not  understand  Hahnemann.    If 

*•  Meet  omnibu*,  licet  etUm  mihi,  digniut«in  we  mis-state,  let  US  be  corrected ;  if  we 

jtriit  Mediem  tuerl  \  potettas  modo  renlendl  in  .          4.        a             j     1.        •     tt  1. 

piibllcuipait,  dicendl  perlcalam  nonreeato."  ^^  not  understand,  then  IS  Hahnemann 

CicBRo.  not  to  be  understood  :  he  mystifies ;  he 

does  not  speak  in  intelligible  language. 

HOMCEOPATHY  5  ^y^  ^^j^^  ^p  j^-^  ,^^^j^^  presuming  that 

pcsTHEft  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  ITS  NATURE,  they  src  addrcsscd  to  persons  of  ordinary 

Ous  last  specimen  of  Homoeopathy  was  common  sense ;.  and  we  put  upon  the 

confined  to  the  effects  produced  by  that  words  employed  the  only  interpretation 

potent  drug  charcoal — a  drug  which,  of  which  they  admit.  But  enough:  now 

though  taken  only  in'the  millionth  of  a  for  the  precious  metals. 

graiDy  excites  so  very  extraordinary  an  Perhaps  we  may  as  well  begin  with 

460.— XIX.  IL 
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Silver ;  not  only  as  it  comes  first  in  or-  Gold,  which  we  must  next  notice,  is 
der,  but  as  the  display  of  the  virtues  of  a  sovereign  remedy  with  the  homoeo- 
this  milder  metal  (however  in  itself  paths.  It  is  said  to  have  an  eztraordi- 
most  potent)  may  prepare  us  for,  and  nary  power  of  curing  *'  melancholy 
prevent  us  from  being  dazzled  with,  the  attended  with  a  propensity  to  suicide.** 
greater  glories  of  gold.  The  allopaths  do  not  deny  it  this  pro- 
The  symptoms  which  follow,  we  perty  when  given  in  a  tolerable  dose ; 
should  observe,  are  not  produced  by  but  the  homoropaths  say  that  the  qua- 
any  vulgar  salt  of  silver — such  as  the  drillionth  of  a  grain !  is  sufficient :  to 
nitrate,  which  is  sometimes  used  by  this  the  vulgar  medical  world  demurs, 
allopaths  —  but  pure  virgin  metallic  But  to  hasten  to  the  symptoms  pro- 
silver  :  and,  spite  of  all  that  may  be  duced  by  metallic  gold  :  and  the  ^ytmp- 
said  as  to  metallic  silver  not  being  tonu,  be  it  recollected,- are  everything 
soluble  in  the  stomach,  Hahnemann  with  the  homoeopaths ;  they  are  the  dis- 
says  he  cares  not:  he  throws  himself  ease  itself.  It  is  necessary  to  premise  that 
on  hh  experience ;  takes  his  dose,  not  the  symptoms  about  to  be  .enumerated 
containing  the  ten-thousandth  part  of  a  are  said  to  have  been  produced  by  a  very 
grain,  and  feels,  among  other  effects,  smallpartofagrainof  a  dilution  of  gold 
the  following :—                                    ^  to  thequadrillionth.  **Jen'emploie''says 

14.  Great  itching  in  tbe  comere  of  Hahnemann,  «  plus  qa'une  trts  petite 
the  eyes.  partie  d*un  gprain  de  la  dilution  au  qua- 

15.  Great  itching  of  the  outer  ear,  drillionieme  !*' 

obliging  him  to  scratch  till  the  blood  w©  are  now  to  consider  the   great 

""""Tl'lnsupportable  itching  of  the  head  ^^^^^J^^  f  ">?^*^™  "^^^""^  ^  ''^^'"8^ 

and  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  if  from  swallowed  this  most  potent  dose :  ob- 

the  creeping  of  some  kind  of  vermin.  serve  the  effects,  lor  they  were  experi> 

This  reminds  us  of  the  symptoms  of  **           ^            •'* 

a  millionth  of  a  grain  of  charcoal :  but  75.  Pain  in  the  groin,  as  if  a  gland 

it  would  seem  that  most  of  the  homoeo-  had  become  swollen  there, 

pathic  remedies  make  certain  parts  itch.  ''^-  ^^  inguinal  hernia  makes  its  ap- 

Here  is  something  more  original ;  pearance,   attended    with    great    pain, 

^               &        '  ]i]£e  cramp :   flatus  seems  to  penetrate 

46.  Walking  abroad  causes  fatijg^ue  into  the  hernia, 
and   general   heat,  without    sweatmg, 

but  with  uneasiness,  as  if  one's  clothes  What  thinks  the  reader  of  this  effect 

were  too  tight  for  him.  of  the  quadrillionth  of  a  grain-of  metallic 

60    Dreams  about  things  that  hap-  gold ?-inguinal  hernia l-but  let  it  pass, 

pened  during  the  day.  00                                         r 

27.  During  the  night   a  rumbling  in  g^     Prodigious    evacuation    of    the 

the  belly,  and  emtsuon  de  venU.  y^^^^^  i„  the  evening  (at  the  end  of  ten 

31.  Almost  every  night— une />er<e  rfe  }^q^^) 

'""^'*^f         u  •    .u  82.  '  Diarrhcea  in    the    night,    with 

34.  A  cough  m  the  morning.  ^^^^  j,^^^  ^f  the  rectum. 

The  last  of  the  symptoms  experienced  P'  ^«<5««  very  abundant  (tres-volu- 

b,Hd.„en.a«nfro»n.eUdlie.ilve,i.-  IZTL1:^J^'"''''  "'  ^'"^ 

66.  Ill  humour!  85.  More  urine  discharged  than  the 

But  it  i.  satisfactory  to  know  that  a  •»""*^J^  «'""'*  '^«"- 
little  more  of  the  metal  would  cure  this  Then  follow  a  set  of  symptoms  which 
unpleasantness ;  or  better  still,  if  gold  we  cannot  possibly  venture  to  trans- 
were  taken.  late :  they  must  speak  for  themselves. 
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86.  Le  matin,  apres  s'^tre  leTe,  vio-  wholly  inert  substance — a  substance  on 

lentes  Erections  et  desir  de  coit.  which  the  stomach  and  its  juices  had  no 

a?.  Trds-firrande  exaltation  de  Pappe-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^i, 

tit  venenen,  qui  auparavant  avait  etc  '^  „,.           x       _^  •  i     i.         r  -^i.  l 

pendant  lonjf  temps  issoupi.  ^«  *»"«*  certainly  henceforth  be  on 

88.  Erections    nocturnes,    plusieurs  our  guard  how  we  introduce  gold  into 
nuits  de  suite.  our  mouths :    we    are   warned    of   the 

89.  Ejaculation,  trois  nuits  de  suite,  danger  of  fastening  our  teeth  with  wire 
qui  n'est  pas  suiFie  de  faiblesse.  r     u         ^  ai      *u         •*!.  i    r   rr«L 

eery*  d'avant  en  arriire,  &c.  &c.  consequences   of  swallowing   cfen  the 

Snob  are  some  of  the  beasUj  pbeno-  •e'tiHw"*   of  »  g™'"  "night  »»«  *• 

mem  exprewlv  attributed  to  .  quadril-  «'««"'  "f  "''•  «>'  """^e  "*  wretched  for 

Ikmtb  of  a   grain   of  metal.     Is  the  ''f*-      I'  *">"'•*    <^«'"«    inguinal    her- 

reader   awake,   and    still    dubious    of  »».  or  purge    us    to    desperation;    in 

the  grow  bumbug-of  the  fraud,  aU  *«  «"«"'"»  «''"'o  ««'^'"  P"'^  of  the 

tempted  to  be  practised  by  these  im-  »>'•'«"»  »"•*  violently  than  if  we  bad 

pudent  impoaton  ?  **''*"  cantbarides;    make  our   nights 

Leaving,    them,   however,   in    their  "'^erable  with  dreams  of  robbers  and 

beasUiness,  let  us  see  some  other  effecte  ^"^^  "«'» '  •"«>  »"'  '''y*  deplorable  with 

which  they  pretend  to  trace  to  their  *  <?«''"?  "^  «"'"''»•  «nel'"><:>«'b'-    All 

invisible  dose  of  leaf-gold.  *""  **  accidental  deglutition  of  an  in- 

98.  Duringexpiration  a  grumbling  in  ""'"«  1"f  ""'^  "^  '°^'*"'''  »o''' ' 

the    upper  part   of  the   chest,    which  A.  word  or  two  on  another  substance, 

descends  even  into  the  lower  belly  and  which  the  world  has  hitherto  thought 

the  i^in,  followed  by  very  rapii  pal-  jt  might  trifle  with,  and  swallow  largely 

pitauons,  lassitude,  and  anxiety;  then  a  ^Hh  impunity.    Capsicum!    Beware, 

sensaUon  of  sinking.  .          /   j     ij  j    j  i-      • 

_,     ,    ,  ,        .      .      t               .         -  y*  eaters    of    aevuled   delicacies,    ye 

Wonderful,  truly,  is  the  operation  of  ,„^^„  ^f            ^„j  ^^^„       „,,„  „^j_ 

this  great  agent;  for  we  believe  there  j,^  ^j^      .^l^j^^,      ^^^    „^^j    jj^ 

never  was  such  ^tymptom  as  this  heard  ^fl,.^^,  ^^^^  t^^„  produced  by  "  a  very 

of  since  the  world  began !  g^^„         „f  ^^^  millionth  of  a  grain." 
Bot  here  are  other  eifects  of  the  in- 

•  'LI        ij      J  1^'  Umbilical  henna,  with  violence 

Tisible  golden  dose :-  and  pain. 

133.  Alarming  dreams.  111.  The  anus    itches    (after    three, 

134.  Frightful   dreams   of   robbers,  four,  eight  hours). 

with  cries  in  the  sleep.  112.  Lancinating,  smarting  pain  in 

135.  Dreanu  of  dead  men  !  the  anus,  during  a  diarrhoeal  discharge. 

136.  Awake  in  the  midst  of  dreams.  155.  Discharge  of  blood  through  the 
139.  Toute$  Us  nni*«,  rives  et  erec-  anus,  during  four  days  ! 

^WHS.                                        ^  135.  Erection,   le  matin,  dans  le  lit, 

166.  Melancholy— depression.  fans  pensSes  voluptueuses. 

We  forbear  to  quote  the  no  less  extra-  ]^'  Violente  erection,  le  matin,  eti 

ordinary  symptoma  described  by  other  '^J^ZuJ^idl"  ^""'  ^'"  '^"'''  ^"' 

bomceopaths,  all  of  which  are  carefully  137.  Pendant  des  badinages  amou. 

treasured  up  by  Hahnemann,  and  given  renx,  tremblement  affreux  partout    le 

to  the  world  appended  to  his  own.    The  corps  ! 

reader  is  now  sufficiently  aware,  from  Have    we    given    enough    of  these 

the  express  experience  of  the  founder,  elegant  extracts?    For  the  present,  at 

of  the  great  importance  of  gold,  a  sub-  all  events,  we  pause,  and  leave  it  to  the 

stance  which  he  and  many  other  alio-  Uwinses,   the  Everests,  and  the  other 

patliSyWbo  have  hitherto  been  looked  to  as  neophytes,  to  explain,  or  to  sit  in  silent 

kigh  snthorities,  always  considered  as  a  admiration  of,  their  great  ma&leT.     K\\ 
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that  we  have  said  is  jastificd  by  refe-  term  atrophy  to  express  all  those  changes 

rence  to  Hahnemann's  own  book:  we  evinced  by  loss  of  substance    unaccomp^ 

iti«.t  vy,  jjjg^  ^^j  ^^y  alteration  in  texture  or  or- 

havc   given   the  symptoms  as  we  have  ganization,    and    without   any  reference 

found   them ;  and   we   defy   the  whole  whatever  to  the  morbid  action  which  pro. 

r  u*       '^rr..!   k««»».^  ^«  fo.  ^^^^^  duces  it;  and  several  forms  of  atrophy  of ' 

race  of  his  pitiful  hangers-on  to  prove  ^^^^^  ^^,^^  ^^  ^^^  imperfectly  unSeri 

that  we  have,  in  a  single  instance,  gar-  stood,  or  which  have  not  hitherto  been 

bled  or  misquoted  him.  noticed  by  pathologists,  are  the  objects  of 

his  inquiry*      He  first  alludes  to   local 

~ — atrophy,  in  which  the  earthy  and  animal 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  <^«nstituents  are  removed  equally  and  to- 

*^  gether;  and  he  instances  as  an  uncommon 

variety,  and  as  being  of  considerable  inte. 

We  ffave  the  substance  of  the  follow-  resHn  surgiral  pathology,  a  case  of  partial 

ing  important  notice  a  fortnight  ago.  dislocation  of  the  OThumeriforwarrfs,  with 

ff^i  *^  1  *:  «    «,«  ...,^««ot»»j    a»»i:^o  atrophy  of  the  head  of  the  bone  and  inner 

The  legulation,  we  understand    applies  ^^    I J^^^    j^^^.^  ^^  ^^^  j^ 

only  to  the  recognized  teacher,  and  does        instances  are  mentioned  in  which  the 

not  extend  to  those  employed  as  demon-  particles  entering  into  the  composition  of 

strators,— the  latter  not  usually  coming  tone,  both  hard  and  soft,  are  universally 

within  the  cognizance  of  the  College:—  decreased,    and  the  bone  thus  rendered 

_,      _         •,    r  I.    />  11  A  smaller  and -lighter,  which,  in  order  to  d^ 

The  Council  of  the  College,  at  an  ex-  ^^te  the  direction  of  the  wasting,  and  to 

traordmarv  meeting,  on  the  1st  instant,  distinguish  it  from  another  form,  the  au- 

established  the  following  Ordinance,  re-  thor  proposes  to  term  eoneetitrie  atrophy 

lating  to  the  recognition  of  the  certi fi-  of  bone. 

catcs  of  teachers  of  anatomy  and  sur-        Some  cases  of  this  form,  arising  from 

gerv  in  England  and  Wales : —  loss  of  function  and  deprivation  of  nervoos 

That  in  future  no  person  be  recog-  inflnence,  are  alluded  to. 
nized  by  this  College  as  a  teacher  of       M""-  ^^^^^Ji«  ?^^  proceeds  to  notice  the 

anatomy,  physiolop,  and  p3thology,or  effecU  of  a^^^^^ 

in  surgery,  in  England  and  Wales.  unUl  g^J  ^^  ^^  .^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^       .J 

he  shall  liave  undergone  an  examina-  eonwquence  of  a  cdlateral  cireulation  be- 

tion  before  the  Council  of  the  College  j^    ^g^dily  established,  atrophy  from  this 

on  two  separate  days.     The  firet  exami-  cause  only  takes  place  in  ofgan»  supplied 

nation   to  be  in  anatomy  and  physio-  by  one  or  two  large  arteries,  as  the  kidney, 

logy  ;  the  second  in  pathology,  and  on  and  that  the  operation  of  tying  the  vessels 

the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery.  to  arrest  the  growth  of  tumors,  it  only  ap- 

Tiiat  no   fee  be  demanded  for  these  plicable  to  such  growpis  as  are  supplied 

examinations ;  and  that  the  recognition  by  a  few  large  arteries,  immediately  as 

of  the  College  be  conveyed  in  the  usual  they  enter  the  diseased  structures,  he  pro- 

form  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary.  ^^^^,  ^^  '°q»>»"«  whether  the  bones  may 

Bv  order  ^^^*  ^^  consequence  of  accident  or  disease, 

i?»vw.,'«,v  Ti...^^.,„    c^^  sometimes  have  their  circulation  inter- 

Edmund  Belfour,  Sec.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^,^  ^^ 

November  18, 1836.  about  to  enter  their  structure.   It  occurred 

.  to  him  that,  in  fracture  of  the  long  bones, 

one  part  must  have  the  supply  which  it 

ROYAL   MEDICAL   AND    CHIRUR-  derives  from  the  nutritious  artery  entirely 

6ICAL  SOCIETY  ^^^  ^^>  ^^^  although  there  is  a  free  com- 
munication with  the  periosteal  vessels,  yet 

Tuesday.  Nov.  22, 18S«.  the    minute  canals  through  which  they 

Mr.Earle,  Prbsidbnt,  ir  the  Chair,  pass  being  of  a  dense  unyielding  nature, 

these  vessels  must  be  prevented  from  un- 
dergoing   that    rapid    increase   in    size, 
At  the  meeting  held  this  evening,  a  paper,  which,  in  the  toft  structure,  constitutes  so 
communicated  by  Mr.  Stanley,  was  read :  efficient  a  provision  for  a  due  circulation, 
it  was  entitled—  Numerous  sections  of  fractured  cylindrical 

«/i  -^tr         ^^.     L^n  bones  were  accordingly  examined,  in  order 

''Onsmut  <f  the  Farm  (f  Mrophxi  of  Bone.  ^^  ascertain  if  the  ends  which  were  de- 

By  Thomas  Bhzard  Curiinsr,  Assistant-  p^^ed  of  their  supply  of  blood  from  the 

Surgeon  to  the  L^don  Hospital,  and  Nutritious  artery  suffered  a  corresponding 

Lecturer  on  Mori»id  Anatomy."  ^^^  ofatrophv :  this  was  foun^i  to  bS 

The  author  of  the  paper  employs  the  the  caie.    llius  in  femurs  fractured  below 
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the  entniDce  of  the  nutritions  artery,  the  notices  a  preparation  in  the  collection  of 
interior  cavity  of  the  inferior  extremity  the  London  Hospital,  where  the  head  of 
enlarged,  the  cancelli  expanded,  and     this  hone  is  depres<icd,  and  its  shape  al- 


tbe  walls  thinned,  a  form  of  atrophy  whivh  tered,  from  the  eccentric  atrophy  of  old 

the  author  proposes  to  distinguish  by  the  age,  attended  with  softening. 
teitn  teetRtrie,    A  similar  alteration  was        The  remainder  of  the  paper  is  occupied 

also  observed  in  fractured  tibiae,  while,  in  with  an  inquiry  into   the  nature  of  the 

a  humerus  broken  above  the  entrance  of  disease  called  mollUiet  ostum.    The  case  of 

the  natritious  artery,  the  upper  portion  a  female  who  died  of  this  affection  in  the 

was  the  seat  of  this  change.  London  Hospital  is  related,  and  the  patbo- 

Mr.  Curling  further  observes,  that  the  logical  condition   of  the  bones  minutely 

division  of  a  bone,  with  its  circulation  di-  described.    A  table  is  given  of  16  cases, 

minished,  and  actually  wasting  in  conse-  showing  the  sex,  age,  and  authority  for 

qnence,  must  be  in  a  condition  most  unfa-  each ;  and  from  a  review  of  the  facts  thus 

Tourable  to  unite,  shewirg  the  necessity  collected  the  author  is  induced  to  conclude, 

lor  the  proTisional   callus  described   by  that  the  disease  commonly  occurs  in  fe- 

Dapoytren,  for  the  security  of  the  limb  males  who  have  borne  a  family :   that  it 

mtil  the  circulation  in  the  bone  is  re-esta-  usually  proves  fatal  from  the  age  of  30 

blisbed.   This  species  of  eccentric  atrophy  to  40:    that  it  never  appears  before   the 

is  not  constantly  met  with,  being  absent  age  of  puberty,  and  very  rarely  after  the 

voder  the  following  circumstances : —  age  of  50:   that  in  general  the  internal 

1.  In  bones  recently  fractured ;  because  organs  are  healthy,  and  the  various  func- 

tbe  process  by  which  atrophy  is  accom-  tions  duly    performed,  unless   interfered 

Elished  must  necessarily  be  gradual.   2.  In  with  by  the  distortion:  that  its  progress 

ones  long  united ;  because  a  collateral  varies  greatly,  lasting  sometimes  for  only 

circalation    is    subsequently  established,  a  few  months,  in  other  instances  occupy- 

and  the  previously  existing  lesion  repaired,  ing  many  years;    and   that  it  is  nearly 

3.  In  bones  fractured  during  the  period  of  always    accompanied    with    pains   of   a 

growth ;  because  the  circulation  being  at  severe  character. 

this  time  more  active,  and  the  vessels  and        Mr.  Curling  considers  this  disease  as  a 

canals  through  which  they  pass  larger,  the  species  of  the  eccentric  atrophy  of  bone, 

etroolation  is  re-established   before    any  commencing  invariably  from  the  interior 

Tisible  degree  of  atrophy  can  occur.    Oc-  in  the  flat  bones,  affecting  6rst  the  diploe 

caslonal  variations  both  in  the  number,  and  subsequently  the  external  tables :   in 

sixe,  and  situation,  of  the  nutritious  arte-  the  long  bones  attacking  first  the  interior 

ries,  are  also  mentioned,  as  tending  to  of  the  shaft,  and  afterwards  extending  to 

prerent  this  change  from  being  constant,  the  vascular   or    cancellous   extremities. 

Upwards  of  twenty  preparations,  in  dif-  and  going  on  until,  if  the  patient  survives, 

ferent  mnseuma  of  the  metropolis,  are  dis-  no  part  of  the  osseous  tissue  remains,  its 

tinctly  referred  to  in  proof  of  the  justness  place  being  supplied  by  an  increased  sccre- 

of  the  author's  views.  tion  of  the  medulla,  invested  and  retained 

After  briefly  noticing  the  pathological  in  situ  by  the  periosteum.     He  attributes 

in?estigations  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  re-  the  circumstance  of  the  disease  being  at- 

gard  to  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  allu-  tended  iu  some  instances  with  the  utmost 

riMMk  is  made  to  the  state  of  the  head  of  the  distortion  without  fracture,  and  in  others 

lemor  after  fracture  within  the  capsule,  being  expressed  by  a  remarkable  fragility 

where,  when  the  periosteum  investing  the  of  the  bones,  to  a  slight  modification  in 

neck  is  torn  through,  the  circulation  is  di-  the  wasting  process, — to  the  more  or  less 

Minished  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  other  rapid  decay  of  the  earthy  parts  as  com- 

descriptions  of  fracture,  so  that  the  whole  pared  with  that  of  the  animal  constituents. 

of  the  detached  bone  suffers,  and  the  atro-  Taking  into  account  the  fact  that  it  usually 

phy,  instead  of  being  only  eccentric,  occurs  commences  in    the    inferior  extremities, 

thiooghout  its  texture,  the  bones  becom-  and  goes  on   most  rapidly  in   the  harder 

lag  insufficient  to  fill  the  acetabulum.  parts,  the  author  is   led    to  regard  the 

The  anthor  treats  next  of  the  atrophy  of  disease  as  the  result  of  defective  nutrition, 

•Id  age,  which  he  likewise  describes  as  and  not  of  increased  activity  in  absorption. 

6oeentric,and  generally  commencing  first  In  support  of  this  opinion  he  points  out 

in  the  neck  of  the  femur.  He  men  tions  that  the  analogy  which   exists   between   this 

tbe  animal  tissue  is  usually  removed  first,  disease  and  the  atrophy  of  old  age.      In 

so  that  the  hone  is  rendered  brittle,  but  both,   the  atrophy  is  eccentric,  attended 

that  in  some  instances  the  earthy  parts  with  an   increased  secretion  of  medulla, 

an  lemoved  before  the  animal  tissues;  and  more  remarkable  in  females.     In  both 

wbiofa  accounts  for  the  head  of  the  femur  it  is  subject  to  slight  modifications,  in  the 

sinking  down  upon  its  shaft.    He  remarks  ratio    of   the  decay    of  the    earthy  and 

tbat  a  similar  change  sometimes  takes  animal  constituents,  and  cases  of  moUities 

piaee  in  the  liead  of  the  humerus,  and  osnum  are  alluded  t0|  in  which,  like  the 
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eccentric  atrophy  of  old  age,  it  commenced  more  easily  than  at  hia  admission  ;  a  blis- 

first  in  the  neck  of  the  femar.    Instances  ter  has  been  applied  to  the  right  wrist,  and 

are  given  in  which  sediment  in  the  urine  he  begins  to  be  capable  of  moving  the 

and  calculi  had  passed,  and  in  which  the  fingers  of  that  hand  also.    This,  it  is  tnie, 

perspirations    were    foetid     and     turbid,  is  but  very  limited  relief  in  such  a  caact 

These  circumstances  are  regarded  as  tend-  but,  inasmuch  as  it  has  occvrred  witlua 

ing  to  indicate  that  the  blood  was  loaded  the  last  ten  days,  I  have  every  reason  to 

with  something  which  it  endeavoured  to  hope,  that  by  pursuing  the  same  plan  of 

discharge  by  any  of  the  natural  outlets :  general  treatment,  and  applying  a  blister 

that  there  is  no  want  of  the  phosphates  in  to   the  aflected  joints  of  the  bands  and 

the  system  generally,  and  when  taken  in  feet  in  succession,  we  may  yet  restore  a 

connexion  with    all    the    facts    hitherto  modified  degpree  of  movement,  and  relieve 

ascertained — the  age  at  which  it  occurs —  him  from  the  condition  he  is  in  at  pre- 

its  being  independent  of  disease  elsewhere,  sent — that  of  being  a  perfect  cripple, 
its  commencing  in  the  lower  extremities, 

&c.,  to  shew  that  the  parU  essentially  diffuse  rheumatism,  conjoined  wfth 

at  fault  are  the  vessels  that  nourish  the  laryngitis. 

bone,  the  impaired  function  of  which  is  I  may  also  state  that  another  severe  case 

first   manifested    in    the    system  of  the  of  rheumatism  was  admitted  in  the  course 

nutritious  artery.  of  the  week,  previous  to  my  taking  in  on 

In  conclusion,  the  author  takes  occasion  Wednesday ;  and  I  would  finish  with  that 

to  observe  that  the  remarkable  fragility  of  subject  before  I  proceed  to  the  next.    It 

the    bones    noticed    in    connexion    with  occurred  in  a  man  named  Allen,  in  Kina's 

cancer,  is  sometimes  owing  to  this  eccentric  Ward,  who  had  been  a  patient  in  ttie 

form  of  atrophy.  house,  under  the  care  of  the  suiveons.  for 

a  fracture  of  the  collar-bone.    He  bad  got 

■                      ■  well,  and  went  out  during  the  drea^ol 

weather  a  few  days  ago.    He  was  again 

CLINICAL  LECTURE,  admitted  into  the  'hospital  on  the  3d  No. 

vember,  and  came  under  my  care,  with 

Delivered  at  St.  George's  Hospital^  November  acute  rheumatism.    As  the  bandages  ap- 

11,  1836,  plied  for  the  fracture  still  remained,  I  had 

Br  Dr.  Seymour.  them  taken  off,  and  he  was  examined,  that 

we  might  see  whether  an^  jpuri  uf  the 

— -  complaint  arose  from  the  irgury  he  had 

GENTLEMEN,-The  cascs  of  rheumatism  J"^^°^-„  1^*^?"  J*'""^,.^   ^  P«; 

of  which  I  spoke  to  you  some  time  back,  ^^^^r  ^/"»  but  the  rheumatism  was  of 
are  all  well.                ^                               'the  most  severe  kmd,  and  the  same  cause 

which  produced  it — viz.  the  alteration  of 

poisoning  by  arsenic.  temperature — also  gave  rise  to  some  de- 

^,               ,  .  1   ,          .       ■.             ,  ffrce  of  inflammation  of  the  wind-pipe. 

The  case  which  I  mentioned  at  our  last  fje  laboured  under  a  hoarse,  harsh  cough, 

meeting  — that  of  a  woman  respecting  accompanied  with  a  loss  of  voice,    and 

whom  I  felt  some  anxiety,  under  the  idea  considerable  difficulty  of  breathing.    The 

that  she  had  taken  arsenic— has  quite  re-  rheumatism  is  the  most  severe  that  it  has 

covered.    I  am  now  inclined  to  believe  j^^n  mv  lot  to  witness  for  several  years: 

that  she  never  took  arsenic  at  all;  or  (for  it  is  of" a  diffuse  kind,  and  affects  the 

she  stated  that  she  swallowed  it  in  gin)  arms,  the  hands,  the  feet,  and  the  knees, 

that  It  fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  glass,  and  He  is  totally  unable  to  move,  and,  added 

she  drank  but  little  of  it;  or  that  it  was  to  this,  there  is  the  more  severe  inflam- 

removed  by  the  stomach-pump  at  the  sta-  mation  of  the  windpipe, 

tion-house,  before  she  was  admitted  into  Treatment.^l  was  obliged  to  adopt  ac 

the  hospital.     At  aU  evenU  no  symptoms  ti ve  measures.   He  was  ordered  to  be  bled, 

have  occurred  since,  and  she  is  perfecUy  and  three  grains  of  calomel,  with  one  of 

convalescent  opium,  were  exhibited  every  four  hours. 

^^»rv..»^ . .  .».^»  ....m.  ^^  the  following  day,  the  blood  which  was 

GONOEEHCEAL  RHEUMATISM.  ^^^„    ^^  f^^^^   ^^  ^  ^^   ^^^^  ^^ 

The  other  case  about  which  I  spoke  at  cupped :  I  never  saw  blood  so  much  in- 

our  last  meeting — that  of  Dodson,  who  flamed  even  in  inflammation  of  a  serons 

laboured  under  gonorrboMl  rheumatism  membrane.     Estimating  the  clot  accord, 

of  thirteen  years'duratioD— is,I  am  happy  ing  to  a  line  drawn  perpendicularly  to  the 

to  say,  something  better.    The  use  of  the  horizon,  I  should  say  that  one>third  con- 

vapour-bath,  ana  the  moderate  exhibition  sisted  of  buffy  coat.    The  blood  being  in 

of  the  inspissated  jnice  of  colchicom,  ccr-  this  condition,  further  depletion  was  or- 

tainlv  appear  to  have  been  attended  with  dered  on  the  following  dav.    I  think  I 

\^«Beflt.    He  ii  aUa  to  move  tha  left  band  mentioned  that  is  an  unusnal  circumstance 
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to  be  obliged  to  bleed  fre^nently  in  acute  proTed  fatal  in  a  short  time ;  and,  in  the 

rbeomatism  *,  bat  this  patient  was  bled  last  place,  the  blood  was  covered  with  the 

three  times,  and    on    each  occasion  the  huffy  coat  1  have  described.    Under  these 

blood  presented  this  very  remarkable  ap-  circumstances,  I  thought  it  better  to  trust 

pearanoe.     The    other  symptoms  which  to  calomel  and  opium  Uian  to  rely  on 

marked  the  severity  of  the  disease  became  those  measures  which  1  laid  down  before, 

diminibhed.    He  was  sometimes  covered  and  which  are  attended  with  such  rapid 

(which  is  frequently  the  case  in  severe  success.    There  is  a  case  in  the  house  of 

rbeomatism)  with  acid  sweats.  You  might  difl'use  rheumatism  of  the  ordinary  kind, 

•acertain  the  acid  by  the  foetor,  which  was  in  which  the  patient  has  been  put  on 

yery  unpleasant;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  guaiacum  ;  and  though  she  was  only  ad> 

litmus  paper,  when  placed  on  the  perspir-  mitted  last  Wednesday,  yet  she  is  s«i  much 

ing  surface  of  the  body,  became  as  much  better  to- day  that  I  have  no  doubt  she  will 

cbanged  as  if  it  had  been  infused  in  a  be  well  in  a  couple  of  days.    The  case  be- 

TCgetable  acid.    The  urine  was  abundant,  fore  us  is  of  a  more  comjilicated  descrip- 

and  dark  coloured,  and  there  were  present  tion,  and  therefore  1  put  the  patient  on  a 

litbic  acid  and  the  lithatcs.    This  like-  mode  of  treatment  more  decidedly  anti- 

wiae  fhewed  very  great  acidity,  upon  lit-  phlogistic,    and   calculated  at  the  same 

moB  paper  being  put  into  it.    Some  of  time  to  allay    irritation.      Why    opium 

yon  saw  that  to-day.    The  saliva  even  in  should  so  act   1  cannqt  tell,  but  it  cer- 

this  man  is  acid.  tainly  docs  moderate  the  secreHon  of  acid. 

Now  as  all  these  secretions  are  taken 

from  the  blood,  one  would  think  that  it  gout. 

an    admirable  illustration   of  the  I  proceed  now  to  consider  three  other 


bomoiml  pathology ;  but  the  last  trait,  at  cases,  which  it  is  curious  to  find  in  a  hos- 

kast  to  far  as  the  ordinary  chemical  signs  pital— viz.  cases  of  gout.     It  is  very  un- 

are  concerned,  is  wanting  ^  viz.  that  tlie  common,  in  a  metropolitan  hospital,  for 

blood  drawn  does  not  show  a  trace  of  acid  one  physician  to  have  three  cases  of  gout 

on    the    application    of    litmus    paper,  under  his  care  at  the  same  time;  I  do  not 

Therefore  we    must   suppose  that  there  recollect  such  an  instance  before.     If  the 

muft  be  some  alteration  from  the  blood  rich  have  their  comforts  and  immunity 

by  the  accreting  vessels,  during  the  period  from  hardship,  they  have,  in  the  shape  o'f 

the  acid  is  fonned,  rather  than  imagine  gout,  something  to  make  up  the  equili- 

that  it  ezisU  free  in   the  blood,  and  is  brium.    This  disease  is  almost  exclusively 

drawn  off  in  that  state  by  the  secreting  confined  to  the  rich—so  much  so,  that  in 

process,  so  as  to  mix  it  with  the  different  private  life  a  man  sees  ten  times  as  many 

fluids  to  whidi  I  have  alluded.  cases  as  a  physician  to  a  hospital.    We 


The  principal  relief  afforded    by    the  have,  however,  three  cases,  and  they  are  in 

trratment  laid  down,  has  been  the  dimi-  different  stages  or  periods  of  the  disease, 
nution  of  this  acid.    To-day  the  perspira- 
tion scarcely  reddens  litmus  paper;  the  REOULAa  oorT. 
acid  contained  in  the  urine   is   greatly        The  first  of  these  cases  occurs  in  a  man 

diminiihed;  the  unne  has  become  clear,  named  Robert  Mascall,  47  years  of  age. 

and  there  is  no  admixture  apparently  of  Two  years  ago  he  was  under  my  care  for  a 

any  of  the  lithates  which  were  in  such  similar  disease,  since  which  he  has  never 

abundance  when  Uie  patient  was  first  ad-  had  a  return  till  now.    He  labours  under 

mitted.    He  has  had  a  blister  applied  to  one  of  the  most  severe  forms  of  the  com- 

the    chest,    and  the  cough  has  become  plaint    The  gout  is  principally  observed 

Semtly  diminished;  his  mouth  is  not  sore,  in  the  joints  of  the  great  toes  of  each  foot, 

e  is  a  great  deal  better  to-day,  and  there  and  the  fourth  finger  of  each  hand ;  but 

is  a  fair  promise  of  his  recovery.  all  the  other  joints  are  more  or  less  rod 

I  mentioned  m  my  first  lecture,  that  in  and  swollen,  and  there  is  fluctuation  in 

treating  acute  rheumatism,  I  resort,  in  several  of  them.    The  pain  is  intense,  and 

the  first  instance,  to  venesection,  and  sub-  the  pulse  126,  and  compressible— that  is, 

aequenUy  to  the  exhibiUon  of  guaiacum ;  weak.     If  there  had  been  a  strong  pulse, 

and  you  will  naturally  ask  why  I  differed  i  should  have  thought  bleeding  necessary ; 

from  my  ordinary  plan  m  the  present  in-  but  I  ought  to  mention  that  it  is  not  good 

stance.  First  of  all,  I  know  nothing  which  practice  to  bleed  in  gout,  except  under 

exercises  so  great  a  control  over  the  acid  yery  particular  circumstonces. 
sweatt  as  opium;  in  the  next  place,  thwre        f  tave  said  that  all  the  joints  of  the 

was  some  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  fingers  and  toes  are  red  and  swollen.  How, 

wind.^pe-«  far  more  dangerous  dimse  then,  do  you  distinguish  gout  from  rheu- 

than  Aenmatism,  and  which  might  have  maUsm  ?    There  is  a  constitutional  affec- 

———""--"""""-"■""""""""""""""  tion  which  accompanies  gout  which  does 

•  VMS  IfipicAii  Gasstts,  No. 404,  p.  119.  not  generally  attend  rheumatism,  though 
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sometimes,  in   the  aggravated  forms  of  the  joints  for  many  years,  and  I  never  saw 

these  diseases,  they  meet  on  a  confine  so  an  accident  with  it,  or  had  any  reason  to 

exceedingly  narrow  that  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  any  arose  from   its  exbi. 

separate  one  disease  from  the  other.    It  is  bition. 

generally  taught  in  the  schools,  that  gout  The  bowels  having  been  acted  on  by  the 
attacks  the  smaller  rather  than  the  larger  medicine  three  times,  the  6ngers  lieing 
articulations ;  and  that  it  is  preceded  by  still  tense,  the  urine  less  high-colonred, 
constitutional  symptoms.  This  man  suf-  the  sputa  bilious,  and  the  countenance 
fered  from  derangement  of  the  intestinal  less  sallow,  resembling  the  coantcnance  of 
canal  and  the  digestive  organs.  There  is  a  person  whose  digestive  organs  are  mach 
generally  great  distress,  loss  of  appetite,  deranged,  he  was  then  ordered  half  a 
thirst,  flatulence,  and  very  low  spirits,  so  drachm  of  the  wine  of  the  root  of  colchi- 
that  the  patient,  to  use  a  common  expres-  cum,  half  a  drachm  of  calcined  magnesia, 
sion,  is  "fit  to  hang  himself,'*  before  a  and  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  peppermiot 
paroxysm  of  the  gout  comes  on.  This  is  water,  three  times  in  the  day  ;  and  at 
not  the  case  in  rheumatism  ;  it  more  im-  night  three  grains  of  the  acetic  extract  of 
mediately  follows,  in  constitutions  prone  colchicum,  and  five  grains  of  Dov^er'spow- 
to  it,  from  some  exposure  to  cold.  In  the  ders.  The  object  in  giving  the  colchicom 
case  before  us  these  symptoms  were  pre-  here  was  from  its  reputation  in  the  treat- 
sent ;  the  disease  ^Y^as  preceded _by  consi-  ment  of  the  disease:  indeed,  it  wa<i  so 
derable  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  great,  that  by  Avicenna  it  was  termed  thg- 
bowcllt  great  vomiting,  flatulence,  and  riaca  articulorum,  A  sufiicient  quantity 
diarrhoea.  Upon  the  subsidence  of  these  was  given  here  to  make  an  impression  on 
symptoms,  the  gout  appeared  in  its  pre-  the  disease,  and  I  should  say  a  larger 
sent  aggravated  form.  quantity  than  it  is  right  to  begin  with  in 
Treatment,  —  He  was  ordered  to  take  private  practice,  because  persons  who  live 
three  grains  of  calomel,  half  a  grain  of  a  more  confined  life  than  the  lower  classes, 
opium,  and  four  grains  of  James's  powder,  who  are  much  exposed  to  the  elements, 
immediately,  and  to  be  purged  on  the  fol-  will  sometimes  be  greatly  affected  by  such 
lowing  morning  with  an  infusion  of  sen-  a  dose.  You  should  not  begin  with  a 
na — half  a  drachm  of  vinum  colchici,  half  larger  quantity  than  a  scruple  of  tbe 
a  scruple  of  magnesia,  and  a  drachm  of  wine. 

tinct.  senna ;  this  is  a  very  good  purgative        On  the  Sd  of   November   the  heat  of 

medicine  for  relieving  the  bowels.    3Iag-  the  parts  was  greatly  reduced,  and  he  was 

nesia  is  an  anti  acia,  and  senna  is  purg-  ver^  much  better;  but  the  colchicum  was 

ing,  but  why  was  the  colchicum  added  ?  acting  violently  on  the  bowels,  he  was 

This  remedy,  which  is  so  much  cried  up  in  under  its  influence,  and  the  pulse  was  a 

our  own  time,  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  little  iregular.    He  was  ordered  to  take  a 

Alexander  Trallianus,  and  it  appears  to  grain  of  opium  immediately;  it  was  to  be 

exercise  almost  a  magical  effect  over  the  repeated  at  night,  and  he  was  to  take  a  rhn- 

disease.     It  seems  that  it  owes  its  property  barbdraoght  on  the  followingmoming.  On 

to  the  presence  of  veratria  ;  and  all  those  the  10th  the  disease  was  greatly  diminished, 

roots  containing  veratria  are  proved  to  and  the  bowels  were  still  open  from  the 

have  a  greater  or  less  influence  in  the  cure  colchicum.  To-day  he  can  shnt  his  hands; 

of  the  disease.    The  wine  of  the  root  of  the  inflammation  is  nearly  reduced ;  the 

veratrum,  of  the  root  of  colchicum,  and  of  joints  are  still  swollen,  but  he  expressed 

the  Gratiola  officinalis,  all  contain  vera-  himself  as  very  comfortable.    It  is  impds- 

tria,  and  are  more  or  less  celebrated  for  sible  to  conceive  anv  thing  more  remarka- 

the  treatment  of  gout.    This  medicine  was  ble  than  the  rapid   relief  afforded   by  a 

used  by  the  ancients  under  the  name  of  single  remedy  in  a  disease  of  such  seventy 

hermodactyh,    Alexander  tells  us  in  a  few  as  the  present  case  of  gout, 
short  lines  all  that  we  know  about  it  at        General  history,  —  Before  proceeding  to 

present: — **  The  medicine  given  to  a  pa-  the  next  case  I  will  speak  of  the  general 

tient  labouring  under  gont  causes  him  al-  history  of  the  disease.    The  gout,  when  it 

most  immediately  to  walk  ;  but  he  is  more  occurs  in  the  regular  form,  generally  af- 

subject  to  a  return  of  'the  complaint,  at  i^Mts  the  joints  of  the  great  toes,  or  of  the 

shorter  intervals,  than  before  he  took  the  fingers,  or  of  the  ankles  ;  it  seldom  begins 

remedy.'*    It  was  formerly  believed  that  in  the  large  joints,  and  most  frequently  in 

it  must  purge  the  patient;  that  if  it  did  the  great  toe.     It  is  usually  preceded  by 

not  produce  this  effect  it  was  of  no  use;  the  symptoms  which  I  mentioned,  of  dy»- 

but,  given  in  a  larger  quantity,  it  produces  pepsia,    heartburn,    flatulence,    sickness, 

a  violet  degree  of  h vpercatharsis.     How-  great  indisposition  to  take  food,  and  great 

ever,  if  it  be  properly  managed,  no  harm  depression  of  spirits.     When  a  man  who 

appears  to  arise  fVom  it.    I  have  used  it  has  lived  what  is  called  hardj  or,  by  way  of 

in  the  hospital  in '  rheumatic  affections  of  glossing  it  over,  gaily ^  arrives  at  about  the 
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Idle  period  of  life,  be  is  attacked  during  got  well,  and  was  to  go  ont  on  the  Wed- 

nignt  —  these  symptoms  having  pre-  nesday,  when  he  was  attacked  suddenly 

ed — by  a  most  violent  pain  in  the  joint  with  gout  in  the  hand,  aflecting  the  joint 

the  great  toe;  a  pain  so  severe,  that  of  the  fore- finger.     He  appears  to  have 

se  who  have  sufiered  it  say  there  is  been  very  subject  to  the  disease,  and  it  ap- 

le  equal  to  it  in  any  other  disease.    The  pears  also,  on  inquiry,  that  he  has  been  a 

n  goes  on  increasing  till  towards  the  person  who  has  lived  exceedingly  well^ 

ming,  and  sometimes  it  lasts  the  whole  better  than  his  circumstances  woui  dadmit; 

the  following  day ;  and  towards  the  se^  and  he  has  probably  brought  himself  to 

id  morning  begins  to  remit,  gets  better,  his  present  uuftniunate  condition  by  this 

patient  falls  asleep,  and  has  a  little  yery  means.     We  asked  him  what  the 

pite.     The  following  night  the  pain  pain  in  the  joint  was  like,  and  he  replied, 

[ins  again  ;  it  is  lost  in  the  morning;  **  like  the  toothache*' — a  ffood  description 

I  soit  proceeds  for  several  days.   Some-  of  the  violent  pain  which  is  felt  in  these 

les  in  the  course  of  the  night  it  changes  cases.    His  bowels  were  opened  with  ca^ 

m  the  right  foot  to  the  left,  or  vice  versd^  lomel,  followed  by  senna  and  vinum  col* 

1  so  it  goes  on  till  the  fit  is  over,  which  chief,  and  then  he  was  ordered  half  a 

lerally  lasts,  in  the  severe  form,  several  drachm  of  the  wine  of  the  root  of  colcbi* 

sks.    At  first  the  paroxysms  are  gene-  cum,  and  half  a  scruple  of  magnesia,  in 

[j  slight;   after  a  time  they  become  camphor    mixture;    and    he  took    three 

re  severe;  and  as  the  man  advances  in  grains  of  the  acetic  extract  of  colchicum, 

!  they  are  very  severe  indeed,  lasting  with  five  grains  of  Dover's  powders,  at  bed- 

oh  longer  each  time ;  or  there  is  a  sue-  time.    The  urine  in  this  case  was  scanty 

sion  of  small  fits,  recurring   at  very  and  high-coloured,  the  pulse  not  above  a 

»rt  intervals.  hundred,  not  very  strong,  and  occasionally 

nrbat  I  have  now  described  is  a  regular  intermittent.    This  medicine  was  ordered 

of  the  gout ;  but  there  are  two  or  three  on   the  4th ;  on  the    8th  the  gout  had 

ieties  which  are  more  serious.     The  nearly  disappeared:   when  we  saw  him 

It,  like  rheumatism,  shifts  about:  it  will  yesterday  it  was  entirely  gone,  but  in  its 

ve  the  foot  and  attack  the  hand ;  it  will  place  he  was  attacked  with  a  violent  in  • 

re  one  hand  and  attack  the  other ;  it  fiammatory  aflection  of  the  throat,  so  that 

1  attack  both  hands,  and  leave  them  he  was  scarcely  able   to  swallow.      On 

i  attack  both  feet,  and  that  in  a  very  looking  into  the  throat  it  was  of  a  bright 

»rt  space  of  time-    This  is  termed  erratic  scarlet  colour,  very  much  like  florid  erysi- 

t.     Sometimes  it  will  leave  an  extre-  pelas;  and  there  was  some  swelling  of  the 

ty  suddenly,   and  attack  an   internal  right  tonsil,  attended  with  a  greater  de^ 

*t;  and  tliis  is  called  retroeedent  gout,  greeofpain,  and  a  more  increased  secre- 

is  is  a  dangerous  form  of  the  disease,  tion   from  the  membrane,  than   usually 

«ase  it  sometimes  attacks  a  vital  organ,  takes  place  in  cynanche  tonsillaris.    Here 

Dot  nnfrequently  happens  that  where  it  is  an  instance  ot  the  transference  of  gout. 

ves  a  part  at  a  distance,  the  stomach,  In  private  life  I   have  heard  of  a  case 

!  heart, or  the  brain,  become  affected;  or  which  was  exactly  the  reverse  of  this.    A 

I  bowels  may  be  attacked,  and  there  is  physician  of  considerable  eminence  was 

lent   diarrhcea,  dysentery,    and  great  attacked  some  three  or  four  years  ago. 

In.     The  symptoms  are  sometimes  so  after  exposure  to  a  draught  of  cold  aiv, 

ite,  that  they  threaten  to  terminate  life,  with  what  appeared  to  be  cynanche  ton- 

^osion  sometimes  takes  place  into  the  sillaris.     It  was  so  severe  that  it  prevented 

dn,  and  in  a  short  period  of  time  lymph  him  from  swallowing  for  several  days,  and 

ieposited  upon  the  surface.   Sometimes  he  began  to  fear  that  he  should  l>e  starved  to 

attacks  the  viscera  of  the  chest ;  and  death — precisely  like  our  friend  up  stairs^ 

lammation  of  the  lungs  may  take  place  who  expressed  himself  alarmed  on  that 

ju  the  cessation   of  gout  in  an   ex-  account.    He  continued  in  great  agony  for 

oiity.  several  days,  when  the  affection  suddenly 

disappeared,  and  he  called  for  some  tea 

RETROCEDENT  GOUT.  and  toRst,  which  he  took  with  great  re- 

We  have  an  instance  in  the  hospital  of  lish  ;  and  within  a  short  space  of  time,  I 

I  recession  of  gout,  which  is  very  curi-  think  within  an  hour,  the  gout  appeared 

I,    It  occurs  in  a  patient  in    King's  in  the  foot.    Here  was  an  instance  where 

ird,  who  was  admitted  under  my  caie  the  gout  first  attacked  the  throat,  and 

>at  a  month  ago,  with  some  degree  of  then  the  foot ;  exactly  the  converse  of  the 

lammatory  action   in   the  right  lung,  case  under  consideration, 

la  swelling  of  the  legs.    He  was  put  Treatnunt,  —  The  treat  object  in  this 

dar  the  influence  of  hydropical  medi-  case  is  to  diminish  the  inflammatory  ac 

ies-*-the  pilula  hvdrargyri,  squills  and  tion  going  on  in  the  throat,  and  to  bring 

italis,  and  a  nitre  draught.   He  speedily  the  goat  back  to  the  extremity.    Three 
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grains  of  calomel^  and  half  a  grain  of  quantity  of  carbonate  of  soda.  The  latter 
powdered  opium,  were  put  on  his  tongue  remedy,  not  for  the  cnie,  but  for  the  kec^- 
every  six  hours.  He  was  ordered  a  mus-  ing  off  of  gout,  has  been  moch  ncook' 
tard  poultice  to  surround  the  throat,  which  mended;  and  there  was  an  idea  that  it 
is  sometimes  effectual  in  relieving  the  at-  would  prevent  it  to  all  eternity.  Persons 
tack ;  his  feet  were  put  into  hot  water,  used  to  be  seen  at  dinner,  if  yoo  watched 
and  ta4ay  he  is  a  good  deal  better.  He  them  closely,  screwing  oot  little  bits  of 
sleeps  more  easily,  the  throat  is  less  in-  paper  containing  d  or  10  graina  of  carbo- 
flamed,  there  is  less  secretion;  hut  the  nate  of  soda^  which  Uiejr  emptied  intt 
mustard  cataplasm  has  not  had  the  effect  a  glass  of  whit*  winc^  bebeviBg  it  wooU 
desired,  and  I  have  ordered  a  blister  be-  act  as  a  prophylactic  I  believe  that  H  is 
hind  each  ear.  The  mouth  is  not  sore.  It  a  good  moae  of  coneetiBg  mMktj  is  fk» 
is  possible  that,  by  treating  the  disease  of  digestive  organs,  but  I  do  not  hem  that 
the  throat  itself  as  an  inflammatory  dis-  gout  is  less  fireqoently  met  witb  thm  he- 
ease,  we  may  get  rid  of  the  whole  attack,  fore.  Unless  at  the  time  of  taking  tht 
or  in  the  course  of  another  day  and  a  soda  the  dinner  could  be  dispenaed  with,  I 
night  the  gout  will  probablv  appear  in  doubt  whether  the  gout  could  be  prereBted 
the  foot,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  inflam-  by  it ;  and  I  think  that  persons  might 
mation  at  a  distance.  Here,  then,  1  can  dispense  with  the  soda,  if  they  would 
shew  you,  what  is  not  often  seen  in  a  hos-  at  the  same  time  dispense  with  llie  dinner, 
pital,  a  caseof  retrocedentgout.  I  ordered  for  this  patient  6  grains  of 

rhubarb,  half  a  scruple  of  carbonate  of 

ATONIC  GOUT.  soda,2  grains  of  P.  Cinnamom,and  3  grains 

There  is  yet  a  third  case  of  this  disease  of  Pulv.  Rad.  Calumbae,  to  be  taken  in  a 

in  the  house,  occurring  in  a  man  of  the  glass  of  water  every  morning.     I  believe 

name  of  Henry  Elliott,  in  Fuller's  Ward,  that,  with  a  well-regulated  diet,  this  reme- 

who  has  been  subject  to  slight  and  frC'  dy  has  power  to  cure  these  trifling  cases  of 

quent  attacks  of  gout  for  many  years.'    At  gout. 

present  he  has  slight  pains  in  the  knee,  What  are  we  to  say,  suppose  the  gout 

with   much  sensation  of  weakness ;    the  leaves  one  extremity  and  attacks  a  vital 

pulse  100  and  weak  ;  tongue  clean ;  the  part — the  lungs  or  the  brain  ?      Hnmord 

attack  preceded  by  loss  of  appetite  and  pathologists,  having  an  idea    that   gout 

lowness  of  spirits.  must  appear  on  the  extremitiM,  and  that 

This  is  not  like  the  other  cases ;  there  is  if  it  did  not,  the  patient  was  likely  to  die, 

no  inflammation  present;  and  it  more  re-  were  of  opinion  that  purging  or  bleeding, 

sembles  what  is  termed  atonic  gout.  Where  to  disturb  the  concoction  of  morbiflc  ma^ 

a  person  has  been  subject  to  fits  of  the  ter,  was  bad.   What  was  the  conseqaenee? 

gout,  and  it  is  not  manifest  upon  the  ex-  There  is  a  general  expression  that  Meed. 

tremities,it  not  unfreqnently  happens  that  ing  in  a  gouty  constitution  is  contnuindi- 

the  constitution  appears  to  suffer  very  ma-  cated.    Had  it  been  any  other  disease  than 

terially.    Without  any  obvious  reason  the  gout,  I  should  have  taken  blood  the  other 

patient  declines  in  health  and  strength,  day,  but  I  knew  that  the  patient  would  be 

the    limbs    become   weak,    the  digestive  relieved  by  other  remedies  which  have  the 

powers  are  impaired ;  and  this  is  termed  effect  of  relieving  gout  itself.     Neverthe- 

atonic  gout.  less,  one  of  the  most  staunch  supporters 

Treatment. — The    best  way  of  treating  for  not  interfering  with  the  homours — 

this  complaint  is,  to  endeavour  to  remedy  Sydenham  —  says  that  there  can  be  no 

the  condition  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  doubt  that  if  tne  disease  recede  from  an 

let  the  gout  alone ;  let  the  patient  gain  extremity,  and  attack  a  vital  part,  it  is  to 

strength,  and  recover  from  the  weakness  of  be  treated  like  all  other  inflammations, 

the  limbs.  He  illustrates  this  position  by  referring  to 

A  great  many  remedies  have  been  pre-  the  lungs,  and  says  that  the  complaint 

scribed  for  keeping  off  the  gout      A  great  will  sometimes  leave  an  extremity,  and 

many  persons  in  private  life,  if  their  bowels  attack  the  lungs,  in  which  case  it  is  to  be 

are  confined,  take  every  morning  3  or  4  treated  as -a  true  peripneumonia.      Heap- 

grains  of  rhubarb,  and  double  the  quantity  plies  the  same  reasoning  to  the  head.    I 

of  magnesia,  and  they  will  continue  this  think  that  I  should  be  treating  you  very  ill 

for  weeks  together.    By  regulating  the  di-  if  I  were  to  leave  an  impression  on  your 

gestive  organs,   getting  rid  of   the  acid  minds,  that  in  the  case  of  the  transference 

secretion  when  it  is  formed,  and  inducing  of  gout  to  the  brain  or  lungs,  you  were  not 

a  habit  which  prevents  its  formation,  many  to  bleed,  seeking  at  the  same  time,  as 

persons  keep  off  the  gout     Where  the  much  as  possible,  to  bring  back  the  gout 

bowels   are    affected   with    looseness,  as  to  the  feet,  by  the  application  to  them  of 

sometimes  happens,  it  is  better  to  take  the  a  mustard  cataplasm,  or  friction,  or  warm 

same  quantity  of  ihubftrb,  with  double  the  remedies  of  that  description. 
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fenonswbo  reeorer  thonld  always  hare  the  aoetie  extraet,  and  he  was  able  to  bear 

VBcoone  to  bitter  medicines, and  one  of  the  it.      I    saw  a  case  in  private    practice, 

most£uiMNis  was  Portland  powder,  a  oom-  in  which  I  ordered  a  grain  of  the  inspis- 

UaatioQcf  bitters  mentioned  as  far  back  sated  juice,  with  opium;  it  produced  no 

«i  the  time  of  Cirieu  Aurelianos.    So  do  effect  on  the  disease,  but  disagreed  with 

ire  move  in  this  kind  of   cycle;    there  the  stomach.      I  think   I  ordered  three 

is  constantly  coming  to  the  top  of  the  grains  of  the  acetic  extract,  and  the  con. 

wheel  what  was  at  the  bottom;  and  we  verse  of    what  occurred  up    stairs  took 

employ  what  our  predecessors  used  before  place;  the  acetic  extract  succeeded  where 

us,  and  with  the  same  benefit.      Portland  the  inspissated  juice  failed.    The  same 

powder  was  gifen  in  gfreat  abundance  to  thing  will  occur  with  all  the  various  pre- 

penons  who  suffered  from  the  gout, with  a  parations  of  this  medicine  with  which  I 

view  of  correcting  the  digestive  organs,  am  acquainted.    You  are  not  to  suppose 

The  powder,  which  I  gave  to  Elliott  was  that  because  one  sort  fails,  therefore  col- 

«pon  the  same  principra.  chicum  disagrees  with  the  constitution ;  on 

I-have  mentioned  the  phenomena  of  the  the  contrary,  if  vou  vary  it,  iL  will  perhaps 

it;  yon  have  seen  the  manner  in  which  it  be  found  exceedingly  serviceable.    There 

ia  to  be  treated,  the  danger  which  arises  is  an  idea  that  colcbicum  is  apt  to  prepare 

ftom   retrocession,  and  how  that   is    to  the  patient  for  more  frequent  attacks  of 

be  remedied.  the  gout.    In  hospital  practice  the  disease 

We  will  now  speak  of  some  of  the  alle-  is  rarely  to  be  seen,  but  in  these  gouty 

viating  circumstances.    The  first  man  had  affections  of  the  joints,  the  cure  is  as  perfect 

a  tepid  spirituous  lotion  applied   to  his  as  in  any  other  complaint.    I  have  seen 

kanas.     Yon  must  be  careful  how  you  ap-  the  worst  effusion    taking  place— every 

plT  cold  to  the  hands :  the  application  of  joint  of  the  body  full  of  the  disease.    I 

eold  water  has  been  recommended  by  some  nave  kept  the  patient  some  time  in  the 

anthors  who  differ  from  the  rest  of  the  house,  and  tliere  has  been  no  tendency  to  a 

worid.     A  spirituous  tepid  lotion,  how-  return  of  the  disease.    A  great  deal  of 

every.will  sometimes  relieve  the  pain  im-  blame  which  is  heaped  upon  medicines 

mediately ;  and  where  it  can  be  borne  with-  which  relieve  the  gout,  and  so  immediately 

oat  pain,  it  should  never  be  omitted.    Dr.  relieve  it  that  nothing  can  approach  to  the 

Seadamore  has  written  an  excellent  work  advantage  derived  from  them,  is  rather  to 

OD  goaty  which  you  may  read ;  and  he  lays  be  attributed  to  the'conduct  of  the  indivi- 

neat  stress  on  the  comfort  to  be  derived  daaL    The  moment  that  there  is  a  relief 

uom  the  use  of  a  spirituous  lotion.  In  the  from  the  pain,  the  same  course  of  life  is 

present  case  beat  was  abstracted,  and  there  pursued  which  led  to  the  preceding  attack ; 

was  a  great  relief  of  the  painful  affection,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  recurrence  of 

By  the  use  of  these  remedies  vuu  will  the  affection  is  rather  to  be  attributed 

sometimes  have  no  gout  appear,  but  there  to  the  life  led,  and  especially  when  there  is 

will  be  gout  at  a  distance— gout  in  the  an  idea  of  immunity  from  the  disease,  than 

moades  of  the  back :  and  this  will  be  to  the  fact  of  the  complaint  having  a  ten-. 

rsliered  by  taking    tnree  grains  of  the  dency  to  domicile  in  the  system,  or  to  any 

acetic  extract  of  colchicum,with  five  grains  other  th^retical  idea. 
of  Dorer's  powders,  not  during  the  day, 
but  at  night  acoEMATODS  gout. 

There  has  been  a  gnreat  dispute  in  the        There  is  another   form    of  gout,  but 

profeasion,  as  to  whether  we  should  use  of -which  we  have  not  a  specimen  in  the 

the  wine  firom  the  seeds  or  }h)m  the  root,  hospital.    It  is  termed  edematous  gout — 

I  always  employ  the  latter,  because  it  is  that  is  to  say,  the  hand  or  the  foot  pits  on 

the  most  effectual ;  and  I  am  told  that  a  pressure ;  there  is  little  distinct  pain,  and 

preparation  of  wine  from  the  seeds  is  of  the  constitution  is  very    languid.    This 

Ittf  less  strength.    However,  if  the  wine  form  is  dangerous  where  it  is  transferred. 

tnm  the  root  makes  the  patient  sick,  you  I  have  seen  one  or  two  cases  in  private 

may  try  the  wine  from  the  seeds.     Yon  practice,  and  it  is  very  amenable  to  the 

most  remember  that   this   is   a   matter  usual  doses  of  colcbicum.    Isawagentle- 

of  esperience,  and  not  of  theory,  for  it  inan  who  came  from  abroad,  and  who  told 

happens  that  one  kind  will  agree,  while  me  that  whenever  he  was  attacked  with 

another  fkils.    Thus  in  the  case  of  Dodson,  the  disease,  he  cut  a  hole  in  his  shoe,  but 

who  suffered  from  a  severe  affection  of  the  his  toe  was  not  very  painful  unless  he 

jointa,  he  was  ordered  three  grains  of  the  walked  upon  it.    He  did  not  feel  it  at 

aeetic  extract  of  colcbicum  twice  a  day;  it  other  times.    He  had  been  in  the  habit 

disa^^reed  with  his  stomach,  and  proauced  of  taking  20  drops  of  vinum  colchici  when 

▼omitingy  and  was  attended  with  all  the  the  disease  came  on,  and  it  always  cured 

bad  consequences  resulting  f^om  it      I  him  in  two  or  three  days.    At  Paris,  he 

ordered  him  the  inspissataa  juice  twice  a  got  what  he  thought  was  a  bad  kind,  be- 

day,  in  a  quantity  equal.to  three  grains  of  cause  it  disagreed  with  him,    I  recom- 
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mended  the  acetic  extract,  and  it  disperecd  gj.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

it  in  a  day  or  two.     You  see  the  extraordi- 

nary  power  which  this  remedy  has.   There  ^    ""^ 

18  no  doubt  that  tfrhen  the  patient  is  well,  ca  ^^         al         •      d    •  j  n   ^ 

it  is  a  good  plan  to  give  one  or  two  doses  '^"^"^^^-J'^f  •"  ^J'^T^  "TL^"' 

of  calomel,  and  endeavour  to  improve  the  Gtand-EffumH  rf  l/nn— XJa.«*. 

secretions  of  the  liver.      If  the  bowels  are  Edward  Walker,  aged  59,  admitted  into 

disordered,  it  is  generally  best  to  give  3  or  St.  Bartholomew's    Hospital,  under  the 

4  grains  of  blue-pill  at  night,  and  sulphate  care  of  Mr.  Earle,  Norerober  5, 1836.    He 

of  magnesia  in  mint- water,  in  the  morning,  states  that  he  has  suffered  from  strictui^'  in 

In  this  way  you  may  entirely  establish  the  the  urethra  for  thirty  years ;   that  he  aai 

patient's   health.      We  live  in  a  world  had  difficultv  in  making  water  during  the 

where    it  is  all  Terv   well   to    say    that  same  period,  and  that  this  difficulty  was 

persons  should  live  aostemiously,  but  it  is  greatly  increased  on  last  Thursday  wn-k 

impossible  to  induce  your  patients  to  do  it;  (October  6th) ;  in  consequence  of  which 

if  you   told  ^em  that  they  must,   they  he  applied  to  a  medical  g^tleman,  who 

would  not  obey  you.    The  next  best  thing  made  an  attempt  to  pass  an  instrument 

is    to    say  what  may   be    done.       This  for  him, but  without  success:   it  did  not 

will  depend  upon  the  habits  of  the  indivi-  reach  the  bladder,  and  he  bled  7ery  much 

dual.   It  has  been  considered  that  Spanish  after  the  operation. 

wine  is  the  best  for  patients  to  take,  be-        On  the  evening  of  the  samedaj,  he  suf- 

cause  it  contains  the  least  acid.    Claret  fercd  great  pain  in  the  periDeum,and  conld 

and  Moselle  contain  a  great  quantity  of  only  pass  a  small  quantity  of  water.    He 

acid,  and  are  very  apt  to  bring  on  a  fit  of  did  not  seek  medical  advice  from  this  time 

the  gout.     It  is  said  that  there  is  more  until  Thursday,  November  3d   (a  week), 

gout  in  one  parish  in  London,  than  in  all  two  days  previous  to  his  admission,  when 

Bourdcaux  and  Germany,  where  the  wines  another  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to 

are  made.     But  the  question  is,  what  is  introduce  an  instrument,  after  which  only 

best  for  the    disease    when    established,  a  very  few  drops  of  urine  followed. 
Sherry- and.  water   is  the  best    you    can         Saturday,  Nov.  5th,  9  o'clock  a.m.— He 

recommend  ;    or  two    table -spoonsful    of  now  states  that  he  has  not  made  water  fur 

brandy    in  soda  water,  which    is   better  a  week.    There  is  considerable  fulness  of 

still.      Vegetables     should    not    be    al-  the  perineum,  with  great  pain  of  that 

lowed ;  still  it  does  every  now  and   then  part,  and  some  pain  of  the  scrotum.    His 

occur,  that    after    persons    have  left    off"  countenance  is  expressive  of  great  anxiety, 

vegetables  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  Tongue  covered  with  a  dark  brown  dry 

the  gout  has  not  diminished,  that  returning  fur;  pulse  quick,  and  small.     An  attempt 

to  wcll-boiled  vegetables  has  been  attended  was  made  to  introduce  a  silver  catheter, 

with    adi'antage.      Probably   the    benefit  which  came  awav  much  blackened  and 

arises    from  the  abstinence  from    meat;  discoloured,  and  about  eight  ounces  of  e:i(. 

and  if  persons  would  abstain  altogether,  tremely  foetid  urine  followed  the  removal 

BO  doubt  they  might  be  cured.    I  recom-  of  the  instrument.     He  was  placed  in  a 

mend  you   to  read  Sydenham,  who  has  warm-bath ;  in  which  be  remained  about 

some  curious  cases.    He  records  an  instance  twenty  minutes,  and  obtained  gre%t  relief, 

of  one  man  who  lived  on  milk,  with  which  Mr.  Earle  saw  him  about  one  o'clock  in 

he  took  a  slice  of  bread  for  a  year,  and  he  the  afternoon,  and,  after  unsuccessfully  at- 

got  rid  of  the  complaint.      He  could  not  tempting  to  introduce  a  catheter,  he  cut 

be  persuaded  to  continue  it  longer.     I  down  upon  the  urethra  through  the  peri- 

know  of  a  very  curious  private  case.    The  neum,  with  a  double-edged  scalpel,  laj^ng 

patient  had  the  good  sense  to    abstain  open   the  canal  immediately   behind  the 

from  good  living  altogether,  and  he  entirely  bulb.  Some  of  the  same  fa;tid  urine  slowly 

recovered,  and  got  rid  of  the  disposition  to  escaped.     On  attempting  to  pass  a  cathe- 

gout.     When  a  person  has  once  incurred  ter  through  the  wound   into  the  bladder; 

the  habit  of  hard  living,  it  would  appear  it  passed  evidently  out  of  Uie  canal  of  the 

that  the  constitution  is  brought  into  that  urethra  into  a  boggy  undefined  space,hav. 

state  in  which  the  food  cannot  be  digested  ing  bridles  extending  across  it  in  all  dircc- 

without  a  certain  portion  of  stimuli,  and  tions,  and  which  gave  the  sensation  of  a 

in  eeneral  animal  fooil  is  to  be  preferred,  cavity  in  which  there  was  breaking  down 

and  a  warm  wine  in  moderation,  miied  of  cellular  structure.     With  mnch  diffi- 

with  water,  rather  than  acid  wines   or  culty,  a  gum-elastic  catheter,  without  a 

vegetables.  stilctte,  was  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

This  was  retained  in  position  by  proper 

I  have  no  farther  remarks  to  offer  at  bandages.     He    takes  a  saline  mixture 

present  on  these  cases,  but  I  beg  that  you  with  antimony. 

will  watch  them,  for  they  are  very  interest-        7  p.m.— He  expresses  himself  mnch  re- 

ing.  lievcd  by  the  operation;    healthy  urine 
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pttsses  freely    through  the  cathetet ;    he        It  would  have  heen  exceedingly  interest- 

coiDpIains  of  no   pain ;   tongue  moister,  ing  to  have  discovered  whether  the  urethra 

but  still  much  furred.  was  ruptured  primarily,  in  consequence  of 

6th. — Has  slept  well  (the  first  sleep  he  ulceration  commencing  tvithii^  its  canal, 

ba^  had  for  some  days  past) ;  urine  passes  or  whether  this  was  secondary  to  the  pros- 

freely,  both  through  and  at  the  sides  of  tatic   and  perineal  abscesses.     From  the 

the  catheter,  but  he  complains  now  of  condition  of  the  patient  when  he  entered 

ffieat  pain  in  the  scrotum  and  left  groin,  the  hospital,  and  state  of  the  parts  after 

Fomentations    ordered    to   these    part^.  death,  the  solution  of  this  difficulty  was 

Tongue  remains  as  yesterday,  as  does  the  rendered  impossible. 
poise.    Bowels  are  freely  opened. 

7th. — Has  had  rigors  at  intervals,  tho^igh  ■ 

be  has  continually  dozed  since  yesterday. 

The  catheter  is  removed  from  the  wound,  THE  NERVES  AND   MUSCLES  OF 
as  the  urine  flows  freely  past  it;  the  pain  THE  EYE-BALL 

in  the  scrotum  and  groin  has  much  sub- 
sided, though  the  scrotum  is  greatly  en-  — 

S  wlfb  lidLiMe'^^^e^'^r.heTnt  ^o  tke  Editor  of  tke  Medical  Gazette. 

Kments  covering  it,  was  observed  in  the  gj|i 

I  lumbar  region,  extending  down  to  the  t    •     «• '    .^    o*    /^u    i      n  n    t  v^ 

brim  of  the  ^viB     A  pancture  was  made  f«  J"«»J5«  1°  ^ir  Charle.  Bell,  I  hare  to 
into  tbi.  with  a  lancet;  and  tome  bloody     >'""»'  Mr.  Shaw  for  shew.ng  that  I  onght 

nrine  escaped;  and  minute puDctnies  were  to  have  coupled  the  name  of  thatanato- 

abo  made  Into  the  «:rotum.    He  was  or-  "»»*  *''''  *j"  °^  .?"^'°"V.  fA^f'?^' 

aeied  to  discontinue  the  antimony,  the  amonRst  modern  authors,  alluded  to  the 

•etioD  of  which  was  transferred  from  the  distribution  of  the  sixth  nerve  to  the  sus- 

Ain  to  the  bowels.    Wine  and  brandy  P*?""?  ""i^'«  °'^*?1  *>«  "^  *«  .'."JT" 

were   ordered   to    be    administered   fre-  an.mafs.    Although  I  have  perused  "  The 

qnently,  and  fomentations  to  be  applied  ^erTous  System"  of  that  author-I  will 

to  the  loins  and  scrotum.  '  not  say  «  w.  b  the  greatest  attention,"  but 

8th.-Urine  continues  to  escape  through  ef  •a'nly  with  as  much  as  I  am  capable 

the  wounds  in  the  perineum  and  loins.  ?Iry«'>  "^•'^^T/""^.°.  k^-^.T^k"! 

He  lies  in  a  comatose  state,  and  is  rapidly  •*'"?  "*««'y  ^"^^  'I'  "  n^i!, '  f'w  * 

sinkinir  publication  of    the  observations  of  Mr. 

He  Sled  on  Wednesday  the  9lh,  having  talker,  not  having  Sir  Charles's  large 

been    quite    insensible    during  the    last  ^'^  ^^  "It'  ^  contented  myself  with  re- 

twcnty.fonr  hours  ^^"^"«^  ^°  ^^^  original  papers  published  m 

On  examination  after  death,  the  urine  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  knowing 
was  foond  to  have  completely  infiltrated  ^J"}  'VL^*^*"^  material  was  afterwards  adcf. 
the  cellular  tissue  of  the  perineum  and  |^i°  ^^*^  P*P«"  ?"  ^^"  subject.  I  now 
scrotnm,  the  left  groin,  and  to  have  ex-  p"^'  "P^'"  ''T^i'T*^  l^'^ni'^^cr'"^''  i^^J 
tended  upwards  to  the  loins,  and  even  to  }^t  P^^^ge  ^\»df^;«  ^f  Mr.  Shaw,  which 
the  axilli,  on  that  side ;  but  no  urine  was  ^  |?^  overlooked,  is  about  the  only  one 
effused  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  or  f.^^^^  to  the  papers  as  ori«nally  pub- 
pelvis.  The  bladder  was  much  thickened,  Itshed.  T  do  not  fear  being  charged  with 
imd  the  mucous  membrane  in  an  ulcerated  J"y  culpable  neglect  of  the  sources  of  in- 
sute.  The  prostate  gland  was  slightly  formation,  m  omitting  to  refer  to  the 
enlaiged,  with  an  abs<5ss  in  its  substince.  "^"^^""^y  ^'^^  Physiology  of  the  Human 
The  nrelhra  was  very  much  diseased,  the  Body,"  when  desirous  of  studying  the  ori- 
first  four  inches  being  the  only  part  as-  ?«°«^1  observations  and  theories  of  the  au- 
soming  at  all  a  fieallhy  appearance,  thor,  of  which,  in  this  work,  he  himself 
There  was  great  difficulty  in  following  observes,  that  «  the  substance"  only  is 
even  the  trick  of  the  remaining  part,  «  introduced  m  their  proper  places*." 
which  appeared  to  have  given  way  about  .  ^  cannot  but  regret  that,  in  his  ingudi- 
the    membranous    or   mSscular    porUon.  cious  zeal  to  advocate  the  claims  of  Sir 

Opposite   to  this  spot  there  existed   an  S?^'^^?  v^^^'ir^""'    ^^^"^    "*'*'"^  •     ♦^^^ 

«bs!«ssin  the  perineum,  communicating  allowed  himself  to  pen  a  communication 

with  the  urethrCand  also  with  that  in  thl  J^^/P^  »  8o  eyidenUy  wanting  m  good 

pnmtate  gland.     It  was  also  evident  that  feeling,  and  which  contains  such  numerous 

ierecal  falsi  passages  had  existed,  one  of  penrersions  of  the  statemenU  contained  in 

which,  after  pursuing  a  course  of  about  my  communication.        

two  inches,  perforated  the  urethra  again.       .  p^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  .„^  Phy.iology  of 

The  kidneys  were  healthy,  but  the  ureters  ^^  Human  Body,  by  John  and  Charles  BeU.    7th 

mach  diluted.    .  edition,  p.  12. 
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Lest,  Isowever,  this  ftngrv  piece  of  criti-  the  view  taken  of  the  fanction,  is  totally 

cism  should  mislead  any  of  the  readers  of  passed  over  bj  Mr.  Shaw, 

the  Medical  Gazette,  I  will  make  a  few  I  look  upon  the  theory  of  Mr.  Hunt 

remarks  upon  the  general  question.    I  had  and  Mr.  Walker  to  be  one  referring  simply 

thought  that  the  object  of  my  comraunica-  to  the  primary  functions  of  the  muscles  of 

tion  was  sufficiently  evident;  it  was  nei-  the  eye-ball,  and  to  their  matual    con- 

ther  that  of  refuting,  nor  of  advocating,  nexion ;  and  therefore  to  be  a  theory  not 

any  theory  or  theories  relative  to  the  func-  necessarily  inconsistent  with  some  other 

tions  of  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  the  eye-  views  relative  to  their  secondary  and  rtiated 

ball.      If  it  had  been    intended   as  an  functions.    Of  this  character,  I  think  it 

attempt    at    the  former,    I    should    cer-  not  unlikely,  are  some  of  the  views  of  Sir 

tainly  have  entered  at  length  into  the  con-  Charles  Bell,  and  perhaps  some  of  those 

sidcration  of  the  two  theories  to  which  I  in  particular  which  relate  to  the  meeba- 

briefly  alluded — those  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  nism  of  the  third  eyelid  of  the  mammalia, 

and  Mr.  Mayo.     Neither  did  I  attempt  to  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  which, 

advocate  the  theory  of  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Mr.  Shaw,  in  the  most  considerate  manner, 

Walker :  my  simple  object  was  that  of  appears  disposed  to  deny  to  me. 

calling  the  attention  of  those  interested  in  The  **  original  theory  "  to  which  Mr. 

these  inquiries  to  a  single  fact  bearing  Shaw  alludes,  as  explaining  the  reason 

upon  the  question— a  fact  certainly  not  *'  whv  the  sixth  nerve  in  man  should  sup- 

generall  V  known  to  anatomists,  and  not  ply  the  abducens  muscle  of  the  eve  exdu- 

eren  alluded  to  in  the  various  professed  sively,"  we  find  that  Sir  C.  Bell  merely 

treatises  on  comparative  anatomy  :   I  al-  speaks  of  as  <*  a  snmilse,"  and  candidly 

hide  to  the  distribution  of  the  sixth  nerve  says  that  "  in  accounting  fSac  a  certain 

to  the  suspensory  muscle.     In  reference  to  peculiarity  in  the  action  of  the  sixtll  aenet 

the  function  of  this  muscle,  I  stated  that  we  have  not  a  very  satisfactory  reason  why 

**  I  inclined  to  believe''  that  it  was  a  sus-  it  should  be  solitary  in   its  origin  and 

pensor  rather  than  a  retractor  of  the  globe,  course*."    Upon  Sir  C.  Bell's  own  shew- 

admitting,  however,  that  it  might  be  both,  ing,  therefore,  I  come  to  almost  precisely 

This  opinion  I  hold,  not  only  in  common  the  same  conclusion  as  to   the  defective 

with   Willis  (whose  theory,  stated  in  ra-  character  of  his  theory  of  the  nerves  and 

ther  broad  terms,  is  quite  caricatured  by  muscles  of  the  eye-ball,  as  that  which  I 

Mr.  Shaw),  but  also  with  Briggs,  Munro*,  took  in  my  former  communication. 

Grantf,  and  PorterfieldJ.    Cuvier,  Elliot-  There  are,  however,  I   believe,  many 

son,  and  Owen,  would  also  appear  to  have  points  connected  with  this  subject,  when 

the  same  view  of   the  function  of  this  taken  in  all  its  bearings,  which  yet  remain 

muscle ;  for  they  all  denominate  it  not  re-  to  be  made  out,  and  that  especially  as 

tractor,  but  suspensoriut  oculi.      Some   of  refers   to  the  comparative  anatomy;  and 

these  names  may,  perhaps,  be  Fufficiently  some  of  these  I  hope  to  have  the  leisure  to 

modem  to  be  '*  authorities  in  physiology,'*  prosecute,  and  would  invite  others  to  enter 

even  with  Mr.  Shaw,  who,   one  is  almost  into  the  same  field  of  inquiry.   It  is,  I  be- , 

Inclined  to  think,  receives  nothing  as  au-  lieve,  in  this  way  only  that  we  shall  be 

tbority  upon  this  subject  that  was  written  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  concln- 

prior  to  1823.    The  \iew  of  the  function  sion  respecting  a  subject  which  has  been 

to  which  I  merely  stated  "  that  I  inclined,"  more  or  less  unsuccessfully  agitated,  almost 

^-though  Mr.  Snaw  speaks  of  my  giving  ever  since  anatomy  has  become  a  distinct 

it  my"  especial  approbation,"  ana  even  of  science. — I  am,  sir,  v 

my  "admiration"   for  it — 1  endeavoured  Yours  very  respectfully, 

to  support  by  an  argument  founded  upon  "  John  Thcrnam. 

a  lact  in  the  anatomy  not  even  alluded  to  We«troln8ter  Hospiui, 

by  Willis;  and  for  which,  as  an  original  Nov.28. 1»86. 

observation,    I    might,    perhaps,  "claim      ^ 

some  credit"    The  very  disproportionate  " 

nervous  supply  of  the  suspensory  muscle  UNION  SURGEONS  AND  THEIR 

(compared  with  the  abductor  as  one  to  pattppp  pattittvtq 

four),  is  a  fact,  the  importance   of  which  FAUFbK  FAllLNTS. 

I  should  suspect  will  not  be  denied ;  but  — 

the  reference  to  it,  and  ite  applicaUon  to  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir 

*  Munro's  Comparative  AoAtomy.  ' 

t  Grant's  OuUlnta  of  Comparative  Anatomy,  YouR  correspondent,  "  E.  C.  T.,"  wishes 

P*^«    .    ^  .^        -1.    «       !«.«       ■■       M  to  be  informed  if  I  consider  11,800  persons 

t  Porterfield  on  the  Eye,  1759,  vol.  l.  p.  92.  ^_  v_  *i,^  ««,.«--  -w»«.i«#;«-  «f  ♦».*.  JT^^^u^ 

Thl.  author  thinka  that  tl^  aeTenth  mntcle  may  ^°  ^  ^«  P^P^""  population  of  the  parishes 

also  act  in  tach  a  way  as  to  prove  tabaldiary  to  ' 

the  ttraight  mntclea.  *  Nervous  Syttem,  p.  215. 


g^m,  have  been  long  engaged  in  pers  and  independent  labourers,  as  tbey  are 
out  pauper  lists  for  tbe  guidance  en  lied  (delirer  me  from  such  indepen- 
n surgeons? — «  The  Union  consists  dence  !).  According  to  the  old  plan,  the 
bUowing  parishes :  Leighton  Buz-  surgeon  was  engaged  at  a  given  salary 
UUington,  Eggington,  Sue.  &c.  &c.  (I  am  sorry  to  say,  nothing  tike  a  proper 
oprises  a  population  of  1 1,800  per-  remuneration  for  his  services),  to  attend 
Iiie  gentleman  appointed  will  be  all  the  poor  on  every  occasion  of  illness, 
i  to  devote  his  whole  tim^  to  the  midwifery  generally  excepted;  nor  was  he 
>f  his  situation,  Sue,  &c.''  very  scrupulous  as  to  who  he  admitted  as 
sir,  why  is  the  gross  amount  of  the  a  parish  patient.  Many  a  poor  fellow, 
ion  named  to  a  man  who  is  to  de-  struggling  bard  to  bring  up  a  family  in  a 
8.  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  respectable  manner,  has  received  medical 
i}  What  are  the  opulent  classes  to  relief  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  children, 
nothing,  except  to  tantalize  him.  without  a  charge;  the  parish  surgeon 
lay  just  as  well  invite  a  man  to  a  scorning  to  present  a  bill  to  a  hard-work- 
>r  venison  feast,  at  which  all  the  ing  man,  who  could  not  afford  to  remune« 
:ed  characters  of  the  county  are  to  rate  him  properly  :  but  according  to  the 
icted,  and,  when  he  arrives,  place  preseift  system,  none  but  the  absolute 
a  side-table,  allow  no  one  to  speak  pauper,  whose  name,  age,  occupa- 
,  and  feed  him  with  cold  potatoes,  tion,  and  disease,  are  to  be  inserted  in 
the  point.  '*  E.  T.  C."  hasnot  fa-  a  weekly  list,  are  to  be  considered  en- 
me  with  the  amount  of  the  pauper  titled  to  medical  relief,  and  the  member 
ion;  a  matter, let  me  tell  him, not  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  is  to 
lily  decided,  and  liable  to  perpetual  be  screwed  down  to  the  lowest  possible 
ion.  However,  I  shall  probably  farthing  for  attending  them;  and,  by  way 
very  far  wrong  if  I  suppose  it  at  of  increasing  his  paltry  pittance  of  a  sa- 
ing  more  than  oue-thira  of  the  lary,  is  required  to  submit  to  the  degrada- 
•opulation,  or  4000  individuals.  I  tion  ^of  receiving  halfpence  squeezed  from 
n  maintain  my  argument,  that  no  poor  men's  children,  to  remunerate  him 
cCitioner  could  properly  attend  the  for  bis  attendance  on  what  are  absurdly 
inning  in  that  numbei',  scattered  called  independent  labourers,  subscribing 
1  fifteen  country  parishes.  *'  E.  C.T."  to  medical  clubs.  This,  sir,  is  really  scan- 
that  "all  country  jfraetUioners  are  dalous.  How  is  it  possible  for  a  poor 
to  the  tame  discomforti  a*  the  Union  man  to  afford  any  contribution  to  a  me- 
'  That  all  country  practices  are  dical  club,  whose  wages  amount  to  no 
d  with  fatigue  and  inconvenience,  more  than  seven  or  eight  shillings  a  week, 
ts  universally  acknowledged  ;  but  which  is  the  average  rate  of  wages  in  th'j 
ne  very  few  country  practitioners,  agricultural  neighbourhood  in  which  I 
in  extensive  business,  who  attempt  have  retBded  many  years  ?  This  poor  fel- 
the  whole  burden  upon  their  own  low,  be  it  remembered,  is  compelled  to  pay 
fB;  there  is  either  a  partner,  a  well-  to  the  parish  rates:  if  he  can  keep  his 
d  assistant,  or  an  apprentice — very  wife  ana  family  from  absolute  starvation. 
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suitably  clothed,  lefit  tbej  fall  into  disease 
and  becnme  unable  to  work.  Let  the 
scale  of  diet  be  taken,  not  from  the  low 
diet  of  an  hospital,  but  from  the  scale 
fixed  for  healthy  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Work  them  hard;  feed  them  well;  and 
put  them,  as  quickly  as  possible,  into  si- 
tuations where  they  may  supj>ort  them- 
selves. As  for  your  independent  la- 
bourers— men  who  are  struggling^  hard  for 
a  livelihood— encourage  them,  assist  them, 
and,  in  particular,  give  them  medical  re- 
lief without  a  chaise. 

If  you  deprive  the  poor  of  a  proper 
quantity  of  nourishing  food,  and  suitable 
clothing — for  this  I  consider  equally  ne- 
cessary— what  have  you  to  expect  ?  That 
the  children  of  the  present  day  will  grow 
up  lax,  feeble,  dispirited,"  scrofulous 
wretches;  and  that  the  next  generation 
will  inherit,  in  a  still  greater  degree,  the 
debilitated  constitutions  of  their  parents. 
Where,  then,  shall  we  seek  for  the  true 
John  Bull?  Where  shall  we  find  those 
brave  determined  characters  to  man  our 
fleets  and  our  armies— such  men  as  I  re- 
member some  five- and  twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago,  when  Nelson,  Collingwood,  and 
rellew,  fought  and  conquered  ;  when  Wel- 
lington led  his  brave  army  through  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  finally  terminated  the 
war  in  the  ever- memorable  and  bard- 
fought  field  of  Waterloo!  The  crews  of 
those  slvps  —  the  privates  of  those  regi- 
mentis — were  men  worthy  the  name  of 
hritons.  But  the  next  time  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  find  it  necessary  to  wage  war 
against  a  foreign  power,  if  the  present 
poor  law  system  be  continued — alas  !  for 
our  fleets  and  our  armies :  no  longer  must 
we  sing  "  Britannia  rule  the  waves.** 
But  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  reconsider, 
ed,  and  that  the  British  flag  will,  for  many 
ages  to  come,  be  seen  to  float  triumphant, 
not  only  on  our  own  seas,  but  every  sea, 
even  to  the  utmost  boundaries  of  the  earth. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant. 
An  Old  Navit  Surobon. 
Nov.  16.  laSG. 

THE  PRIZE  EXAMINATION  AT 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Mr.  Tegrtmeir,  who  obtained  the  second 
nrize,  (not  Teggemeir,  as  printed  in  our 
last),  has  written  to  say  that  the  account 
wegaveoftheexamiuationbeingpartlyoral, 
was  incorrect.-  The  statement  of  the  cxa^ 
miner  himself,  we  presume, should  be  con- 
clusive. At  the  meeting  of  the  Court,  Mr. 
Ward  said  that  on  previous  years  the  exa- 
mination had  been  written,  and  vivd  voce; 
but  that  the  adjudication  was  founded  on 
the  written  answers.  This  vear,  however,  he 
(Mr.  Word)  hod  eamhineH  holh  ;  that  is,  the 


deterrainatioD  of  the  names  and  natrnil 
families  of  certain  plants  (consUtnting  the 
vivd  voce  examination)  was  propo«ed  to  the 
candidates  at  the  same  time  that  the 
written  questions  were  put. 

We  hare  only  one  slight  oorrection  of 
our  report  to  make— namely,  that  the 
lowest  of  the  five  first  competiton  bad  the 
number  of  marks  assigned  to  the  third. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  AW  22, 1836. 
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Kept  at  Edmonton,  latitude  5\^  37' 5f^  V, 
LoiigUude  0«  3'  51"  W.  rfGnemriek. 
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1 
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29 
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Dropsy  on  the  Br^n 

8 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest 

1 
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8 
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Monday.  .  14 

84       45 
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Wednesday  16 
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Preralllng  winds,  S.F.  and  S.W. 
Generally  cloudy,  except  the  14th,  and 
Ing  of  tht  15th.  with  frequent  ralo. 
Rain  fallen,  *0 175  of  an  Inch. 


Thursday  .  17 
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to  47 

39  41  to  »» 

Friday.  .  .  18 

88 

4Y 

39-02      29  i» 

Saturday  .  10 

27 
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29 17      29-15 

Sunday  .  .  20 
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2983      2995 

Monday.  .21 
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41 

80*91       29.94 

TueRday    .  22 

82 

41 

2985      29«9 

Wedncsda}23 

85 

48 

3922      Sr4l 

Prcrallling  Winds,  S.W.  and  N.B. 
Cloudy,  except  the  18th,  20th,  and  aflcrnooa  ot 
the28rd,  with  frequent  rain. 

Rain  fallen,  •!  inch,  and  '075  of  an  Inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adamh. 

NOTICE. 
We  hare  received  Mr.  Guthrie's  Icctnra 
about  St.  John  Long's  EmbnKAtion,  bat 
bare  not  been  able  to  make  room  for  iL 

Erratum. —  In  Mr.  Shavr*s  Letter  on 
tbe  Nerves  of  the  Orbit,/>r  **  thinl  eje-iid 
or  how,"  read  "  third  eye  lid  or  haw." 

Wilson  &  Son,  Printers.  57, Skinuer-St.  Londta* 
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LSCTUKES  mora  or   less   indicitJTe  or  riolcnce   of- 

fered   to    indiiiduati  nf   th«   other  sex. 
ON  The   inquiry   submitted    to    Ibo    profea- 

■ional  examiner  may  either  relate  to  the 
FORENSIC    HRDICINE;         pmofs  of  a  capital  crime,  or  those  of  a  high 
miuIcincBnoii    and   it  generally  happeni 
DtUstnd  at  thi  ALUngatt  Sthmt  if  MrdUint,     thai  the  indielmcnt  is  prererred,  cither  for 
the  completion  of  the  ofTeucc— actual  rop« 
Bt  WiLUAM  Ci-MBiiN,  M.D.  —„  toi  an  aarault  wilb  intent  to  commit 

that  crime, — and  ibis   according   to  the 
'  amount  of  cTidenrc  which  the  medico- 

Iciral  inspector  ma;  be  able  to  adduce. 
LBCIflE  X.  i^g^i  SMincllm,  at  to  u-hl.1  u  ™«h(  hi  Uape. 

■n...  I.U,,  ^rB„^  ,—1  «(„.»„  ~,-.;.i.™i  —But  let  us  determine,  in  the  first  place, 
li^Vl^Tbu^^Tj^t-^ZT^lZ  »-t'"  '«  ■"«»"'  >>?  '■■'  '"'^  authorities, 
ii^-0^^,lftVltd«i-C«^TS^  when  they  .peak  olV  crime  of  rape.  The 
™r«t  HiHi.n^I'*v>.™[>r«./i  W  «ipf-  J"l*nary  definition  seems  clear;  yet  it  is 
n*  MuiI  are  «t  iii  l/n  lir-in  Tmii  liir  from  beinft  so  explicit  as  uiit  to  require 
«.**  <&■  <*.  4"  €  IifM"i^T.«  lUll'.  ^^ll*""  "P}*"*"""-,  B'»'-''«"n«  »a>;» '»!" 
r     WB  *  vmf—F  lit      of     '  '     II  hi  eaniat  knonledtte  of  a  woman  forci- 

«l  ..d  ifcniiwi  ciu,™f,«>-%™«,ri«i.  ?"  '!.,'?  undcrstanil  by  •■  c«n.al  know- 

"•'"'"  ''""'*^-  point  in  the  recortU  of  our  jurisprudence. 

He  iholl  next  pmcced  to  consider  those  Incornmontan-.nndinaceordanceirith  Ihs 

•buses  of  the  sexual  functions  which  arc  decisions  of  many  able  and  Irarneil  judges, 

connected  with  the  commissiim  of  certain  cmiMion  has  been  held  essential   to  the 

beinoua  crimes.  completion  of  the  crimc^  and  in  order  to 

VinMifin.  —  ■'  In  all  civilized  countries,"  coniiclinn,  there  should  always  be  either 

Mp  Dr. PcrcirfU,  "the  honourandehasli-  positire  proof  of  that  fact,  or  it  should 

ty  of  iberemaie  sex  are  guarded  from  vio-  t>e  inferentinl  with  a  high  degree  of  pro- 

kMeby IhescTcrentsanctlonsoflaw.  And  bability.    The  statute  law,  howercr,  a* 

tUsptnteclion  is  at  once  humane,  just,  and  enaeted  a  few  yean  since,  seems  to  make 

MCMMarv  to  social  inorelilT.     It  is  eonso-  carnal  knowledge  consist  in  ponetration 

Mnt  to  humanity  that  weakness  should  be  merely. 

•eeand  against  the  attacks  of  brutal  Thcsearethe wordsoriheact[nGeo.IV. 
Mienftfa  :  it  is  just  that  the  most  sacred  of  c.  31.  s.  IS.]— "  And  whcnmsupon  Irialxfor 
•U  peraonol  properly  should  be  preserved  the  crimes  uf  bugRcrj  and  of  rape,  and  of 
Cnm  Iniasion:  nod  It  is  eswnlisJ  lo  mo.  carnally  abusing  girls  under  the  respeeliie 
alily  that  licentious  passion  should  be  a^s  herein liefore  mrntioncd  (viz.  ten  and 
RStnined,  that  modesty  ihould  not  be  twelve],  aFTenden  frequently  eicnjw  bv 
tnnradnl,  nor  the  mind  contaminated—  reason  of  [he  difficulty  of  the  proof  which 
ia  sone  iDStances,  before  it  is  capable  of  has  been  required  of  the  completion  of 
GirmiBgadcqsate  conceptions  of  right  and  those  sec cr&l  crimes  ;  for  remedy  thereof, 
~  ^-   ■  — acted,  that  it sliall not  bene 


The  ■icdico-legal  consiileration  of  out-     in  any  of  those  e.iscs,  lo  prove  the  actual 

■■■■        ^      rtK»-lit..      AA.>.nn1..in.1*     tliA     r-^^.         ^mim^,^^^      Of    SCcd,     ID     Otdct  ll»  eOTlsV\V*l\t  ^ 
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knowledge  shall  be  deemed  complete  upon  John  Cox  was  con? icted  of  rape,  vppn  the 

proof  of  penetration  only."  following  finding  of  the  juiy ; — '*  We  urm 

Question  of  penetration, — Here  you  will  of  opinion  that  penetraticn  took  place,  and 

probably  say  that  the  matter  is  perfectly  wc  are  of  opinion  that  no  emiuUn  took 

clear ;    there  can   be   no    more    difficnf-  place."    Whereapon  the  judge  passed  sen- 

ty ;  the  law  is  well  defined ;  and  nobody  tenco  on  the  prisoner,  but  granted  a  re. 

can  mistake  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  spite,  in   order  that  the  opinion  of  the 

But  ni)t  exactly  so :  the  interpretation  of  judges  might  in  the  meantime  be  taken. 

acts  of  parliament  is  not  so  very  simple  as  In  the  next  (Easter)  term,  the  judges  were 

many  people  suppose.    A  point  was  made  accordingly  consulted,  when  they  gave  it 

by  some  of  the  judges,  not  long  after  the  as  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  oonvic- 

promulgation  of  the  statute  just  quoted,  tion  was  right.    Sir  Gregory  Lewin,  how- 

inviilving  rather  an  intricate  question.     It  ever  (from  whose  excellent  "  Report  of 

was  assumed  that  the  statute  could  not  be  Crown  Cases  on  the  Northern  Circuit"  the 

at  Tariance  with  the  common  law,  and  foregoing  particulars  have  been  borrowrdX 

that    however  the    evidence    requisite    in  adds,  that "  the  case  was  not  aigucd  before 

])roof  of  carnal  knowledge  might  be  al-  the  judges  by  counsel :''  so  that  we  must 

tcred,  the  nature  of  the  crime  remained  not  be  too  sure  that  the  point  is  defim> 

the  same.     It  was  further  argued,  that  the  tively  settled  yet. 

very  wording  of  the  statute  confirmed  this  But  let   us  suppose— as  we  certainly 

opinion ;  for  it  spoke  of  the  difficulttf  of  have  a  right  to  do — that  the  meaning  of 

obtaining    proof   of  emission,    and   pro>  "  carnal  knowledge"  has  been  definra— 

vidcd  that  it  should  therefore  be  dispens.  that  it  signifies  '*  penetration ;"   is  there 

cd    with,     as    not    absolutely    esseuticl.  nothing  further  to  be  explained? — are  tbe 

Hence  it  was  held  that  if  emission  could  authorities  all  agreed  as  to  what  is  meant 

be   negatived,  or,  in   other  words,  if  it  by  the  latter- term  ?  It  would  appear  not 

could  be  proved  on  the  part  of  the  accused  Some  modem  cases — among  tnem,  that 

that  there  was  no  emission,  the  capital  in-  of  Cox,  just  now  quoted — would  lead  us 

dictment  could  not  stand.  to  believe  that  sufficient  proof  of  penetra- 

But  perhaps  I  had  better  read  for  you  tion  might  be  obtaineil,  "altboagh  tbe 
an  abstract  of  a  judge's  charge,  in  wliich  hymen  were  not  broken,  and  the  Tagina 
this  view  of  the  meaning  of  the  statute  were  found  so  small  that  even  a  finger 
is  laid  down.  The  case  was  a  trial  for  could  not  be  introduced:"  in  fact, the  sta- 
rape  (Carlisle  Spring  Assizes,  1832),  tute  has  been  interpreted  in  its  obvinof 
where  the  prosecutrix  proved  penetration,  sense,  as  implying  that  any  introdnctioD 
aD<l  that  Iter  clothes  were  wet,  Mr.  Justice  of  the  male  parts  within  the  labia  externa 
Alderson  thus  addressed  the  jury :  "  You  constituted  penetration.  Bat  a  remaikt- 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  prisoner  pene-  ble  case,  which  attracted  much  public  at- 
tratcd  her  private  parts  with  his:  if  you  tention  about  two  years  ago— that  of  the 
are  satisfied  of  that,  I  shall  submit  to  your  convict  Williams,  who  was  sentenced  to 
consideration  anotlier  ouestion,  viz.  ac-  deatli  for  a  rape  committed  on  a  child  of 
cording  to  law  it  is  established  beyond  all  eight  or  nine  years  of  age — seems  to  hare 
doubt,  that  on  proof  of  penetration,  a  jury  shaken  the  commonly  received  sense  of  tbe 
may  infer  completion  of  the  offence — the  term,  if  not  to  have  in  a  great  meason 
offence  stitl  consisting  of  penetration  and  emis-  stultified  the  law.  It  was  urged  by  • 
sion.  But  a  doubt  has  ariseu  upon  a  late  medical  man,  who  took  a  very  active 
act  of  parliament,  whether  where  no  emis-  part  in  inquiring  into  the  circnmstancci 
sion  has  taken  place,  the  offence  is  com-  of  the  case,  and  who  may  be  said  to 
]>lete  by  penetration  only.  I  have  no  have  saved  the  prisoner's  life,  that  i^si 
doubt,  iiowcver,  that  it  is' for  yon,  if  you  grounds  for  the  conviction  were  want- 
are  of  opinion  that  there  has  been  pene'tra-  mg  —  that  penetration  was  not  proved; 
tion,  to  presume  emission,  unless  the  con-  and,  indeed,  that  from  the  relative  con- 
trary is  proved  ;  and  it  lies  on  the  prisoner  dition  of  the  parties— a  grown  man  and  a 
to  show  that  emission  did  not  take  place,  child  under  puberty — the  fact  was  phvsi- 
If  you  are  satisfied  of  penetration,  but  cally  impossible.  'He  maintained  uat 
that  no  emission  'did  take  place,  I  shall  there  was  no  proof  (as,  indeed,  there  was 
reserve  the  question  for  the  judges ;  but  if  not)  that  the  hymen  bad  been  niptoivd, 
you  are  convinced  of  the  penetration,  and  and  thence  argued  that  tliere  was  no  cvi- 
in  doubt  or  ignorance  whether  emission  dence  of  penetration  :  in  support  of  wbicii 
took  place,  I  am  clear  you  ought  to  find  view,  he  adduced  the  authoritv  of  certain 
the  prisoner  guilty."  anatomists,  who  held  that  all  exterior  to 

The  jury  did  not  trouble  his  Lordship  to  the  hymen  is  exterior  to  the  bodj—tbst 

refer  to  the  judges  on  this  occasion  :  they  membrane  forming   the    natural  barrier 

acquitted  the  prisoner.  But  at  the  same  as-  through  which  alone  admission  could  be 

sizes  (Spring,!  832)  forWorcestcr.aeitse  was  (ibtuined  into  the  sexual  parts.     He  fbr- 

tricd, which  brought  tbequcstioutoanisi»ue.  ther  offered  to  prove  that  the  male  oxytn 
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of  the  adult  could  iu4  be  introduced  into  penetration  beinR  as  punishable  an  the  most 

the  nndcTeloped  vagina  of  the  iropuberous  perfect  completion  of  the  carnal   know, 

female.     The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  ledge,  the  guilty  party, who  may  be  aware  of 

these  representations  were  made,  was  stag-  that  fact,  will  not  be  careful  in  attempting 

gered   by  their  force,  or  at  least  satisfied  to  save  appearances.     We  may,  therefore, 

that  sufficient  care  had  not  been  taken  to  when   called  to  examine  the  person  of  a 

pnicure  evidence  of  penetration;  a  respite  complainant  a  few  hours  after  the  alle^^ed 

waa  accordingly  granted,  and  ultimately,  commission  of  the  offence,  expect  to  find 

it  being  found  that  however  unquestion.  such  marks  and  tokens  as  may  warrant 

able  was  the  moral  guilt  of  the  prisoner  onr  judgment  respecting  the  true  state  of 

(the  crime,  in  fact,  was  committed  with  the  case. 

cirramstances  of  gross  atrocity),  the  legal  Deftmat'um. — It  mostly  haiipens  that  the 

proof  required  by  the  statute  was  not  had,  females  who  suffer  sexual  violence,  consti- 

—a  commutation  of  the  sentence  was  ac-  tuting rape, are  young,unmarried,or persons 

corded.  who  have  not  had  sexual  intercourse  before. 

Now  if  Ibis  case  were  allowed  to  form  The  signs,  therefore,  resolve  themselves  into 

a  precedent,  it  is  evident  that  the  pre-  those  of  forcible  defloration.     Now,  in  or- 

sent  law  of  ra))e  would,  in  a  large  pmpor-  der  to  be  able  to  appreciate  the  indicia 

tion  of  cases,  become  a  dead  letter.     It  of  defloration,  or  deprivation  of  virginity, 

would  be  frequently  impossible  to  convict  n  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  be  acquaint- 

criminal  who  had  committed  the  grossest  ed  with  the  natural  uninjured  state  of  the 

ontrageon  a  female  child,  and  the  proof  of  sexual  parts  in  the  young  female, 

rape  effected  on  adults  would  be  rendered  The  female  organs  in  their  vninjured  state,~^ 

in  the  highest  degree  dilFieult :  the  ends  of  The  vulva   is  described,  by  Maygrier,  as 

ju>tice  wonld  be  defeated.     Hut  some  late  comprising  the  nions  veneris,  the  labia 

convictions  for  rape  on  infants,  show  that  mnjora  and  minora,  the  vestibule,  the  cli- 

no  such   precedent  has  been  established :  toris,  the  urethra,  the  hymen,  the  canin- 

and  notwithstanding  the  dissentient  opi-  cuhnemyrtiformes,  the  fourchette,  the  peri. 

nitms  of  one  or  two  of  tiie  judges — Haron  ncum,    and  the  entrance  of  the  vagina. 

Gurncy,   for  example,  and   Mr.    Justiee  Some  of  these  parts  will  need  to  be  8i>e> 

Taanton — the  law  is  likely  to  he  hence>  cially  noticed. 

forth  interprete<l  in  its  proper  and  obvious  The  inons  rencrii  is  the  prominence  in 

iignificaiion.  front  of  the  os  pubis,  comp4)sed  chiefly  of 

It  mast  be  admitted  that  the  point  made  a  quantity  of  fatty    cellular    substance. 

by  the  gentleman  referred  to  was  ingcni-  It  begins,  at  pnherly,  to  he  furnished  with 

ons;  but  I  apprehend  that  the  great  body  hair,  which  is  m  »rc  or  less  abundant,  ac- 

of  anatomists  would  refuse  their  assent  to  cording  to  the  age,  coubtitution.  and  habits 

the  doctrine  which  he  maintained — that  of  the  party. 

the  external  sexual  organs  of  the  female,  The  labia  ma jora^  or  externa,  extend  from 

from  the  hymen  outwards,  were  only  the  the  mons  veneris  to  the  periiia>um.    They 

exterior  of  the  body:  for,  independently  are  Inrge  in  women  of  full  habit.     Ex- 

«f  tbe  difference  of  integument  observed  tenially,    they  are  covered  with  integu- 

on  the  outer  and  inner  portions  of  the  ex-  ment,  which  is  the  continuation  of  that 

lemal  labia,  it  is  contrary  to  all  usage  to  of  the  thighs,  and  contains  a  large  supply 

vsert  that  the  labia  interna,  preimee,  elito.  of  sebaceous  follicles.    Their  internal  sur- 

ris,  &c.  are  external  parts.    Besides,  in  the  face  is  of  a  recldish  colour,  smooth,  and 

natural   condition  of  the  female  organs,  consisting  of  mucous  membrane ;  and  the 

the  oppoMte  portions  of  the  pudenda  lie  opposite  sides  are  in  contact,  in  their  un- 

in  contact ;  and,  in  short,  it  were  perhaps  as  disturbed  condition. 

ratioual  to  say  that  a  catheter  introduced  Tlie   lafiia  minora,  or  nympha;  are   two 

into  the  bladder  was  not  really  within  membranous  folds,  erectile,  and  of  a  bright 

the  body,  as  that  penetration  would  not  be  red  colour,  commencing  from  the  prepuce 

effected  unless  the  actual  vagina  were  in.  of  the  clitoris,  and  bniader  in  the  middle 

vadcd.  than   nt  the  extremities.    They  are  very 

Phiffical  protfi  of  Hope,  large  in  female  children  at  birtfi,  but  of  a 

Evidence  »j  j)enetraium.^\yc  have  next  moderate  size  in  the  adult.     It  is  to  be  oh- 

to    consider    what     are     the    proofs  of  served,howcver,  that  thesize  of  the  nymphs 

penetration.     These  may  vary,  from   the  varies  veiy  considerably,  according  to  the 

most  slight    to    the    most  palpable.     If  age  of  the  individual,  the  country  she  be. 

we    have    no   opportunity  of  observing  longs  to,  and  the  maladies  that  may  have 

them  early,  they  may   be'  greatly  modi-  affected  the  part     It  has  been  sometimes 

fied,  if  not  entirely  obliterated.     But  in  necessary  to  remove  them  with  the  knife; 

gcoeral,    in  cases  'of   actual    rape,  there  nor  is  the  operation  usually  attended  with 

will  be  found  sni&eient  indicia  of    vio-  anv  unpleasant  eonseiiuenees. 

lence:  the  brnialily  of  the  ofl'cnder  will  lietwecn  the  clitoris  and   the  orifl<-e  of 

leave  its  traces;  and  the  probability   is,  the  urethra,  and  Iwuuded  laterally  by  the 

that,  in  the  actual  state  of  the  law,  mere  nympba?,  is  a  triangular  space,  somewhat 
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depressed,  and,  in  uncleanly  persons,  con-  to  certain  little  reddish  tubercles,  of  differ- 

tainini^  a  quantity  of  sebaceous  matter,  ent   shapes,   round    or   flat,    which    are 

This  is  the  vestibule.  formed,  as  most  authors  beiiere,  of  the 

Thu  clitoris  is  an  clonppated  tubercular  debris  of  the  hymen,  but,  as  Beclard  has 

body,  lying  within  the  upper  commissure  endeavoured  to  show,  of  the  mncoos  mem- 

of  tfie  nymphae,  and  commonly  concealed  brane  which  is  puckered  or  gathered  in 

by  the  labia  externa.    It  is  of  different  size  those  parts.    If  this  latter  opinion  were 

in    different  individuals.      In    the   well-  correct,  canmculas  ought  sometimes  to  be 

formed  viivin  it  is  small.     Rut  we  have  found   contemporaneous   with    and  pre- 

Ecen,  in  a  former  lecture,  that  the  part  is  yions  to  rupture  of  the  hymen ;  they  are^ 

sometimes  so  large,  in  certain  females,  as  however,  rarely,  if  ever,  found,  sare  ia 

to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  penis.    It  the   absence  of  that    membrane.     Tlieir 

is  composed  of  an  imperforate  glans,  en-  number  varies  (irom  two  to  tte  or  six, 

circled  with  a  membranous  fold,  which  and    their   colour    and    consistence   de- 

forms  for  it  a  kind  of  prepuce, — of  a  ca-  pend  on  the  constitution  of  the  female : 

▼ernous  body,  fixed  by  two  roots  to  the  they  may  be  of  a  bright  scarlet  hue,  or 

descending   branches  of   the  pubis,  and  they  may  be  pale  and  livid ;  they  may  be 

connected  with  the  symphysis  by  a  sort  of  firm,  or  soil  and  yielding, 
suspensory  ligament.  The /p«m  natietUari$  is  a  little  depressed 

A  little  papular  prominence  containing  spare,  lying  between  the  lower  part  of  the 

an  aperture  is  observed  at  the  base  of  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  the  posterior 

vestibule.     This  is  the   urethral  orifice,  commissure  of  the  labia  externa,  whidi 

The  urethra  itself  is  capacious,  but  not  latter  part  is  often  denominated  ibitfimr- 

much  above  an  inch  long.  ,  chette.    And  lastly,  the  perineum  is  the  spaee 

The  hifmen  is  a  membranous  fold,  differ-  lying  between  the fourchette  and  the  anas; 

ing  in  size  and  shape  in  different  females,  it  has  a  raphe,  and  is  shorter  and  narrower 

and  formed  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  in  woman  than  in  man. 
the  vulva,  just  as  it  dips  into  the  vagina.        The  vagina  itself  requires  to  be  partially 

It  is  situated  at  the  posterior  and  lateral  noticed.      In  the  virgin  state  (and  fre- 

parts  of  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  so  as  to  qnently  after  repeated  acts  of  intercourse), 

close  the  passage  more  or  less  completely,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  passage,  the 

In  general,  the  thickness  of  the  mem-  opposite  sides  of  which  are  in  contact 

brane  is  inconsiderable ;  but  occasionally  The  mucous  membrane  with  which  it  b 

it  is  both  considerably  thick  and  tough,  lined  exhibits  numerous  rwgc,    nraning 

With  regard  to  form,  it  is  most  frequently  transversely  along  the  floor  of  the  cavity, 

semiIunar,M)metimes  elliptical  transversely,  and  lost  on  the  walls.    These  ngat  ars 

or  nearly  circular,  with  a  central  aperture,  principally    found    in    the  anterior  and 

In  some  rare  cases  it  is  without  any  aper-  lower  portion  of  the  vagina;  and  they  an 

tnre:  it  is  imperforate;  when  it  pre  vents  the  said  to  become  obliterated  sometimes  by 

menstrual  discharge,  and  must  affect  the  forcible  connexion. 

health.     An  operation  is,  under  such  cir-         Signs  of  Virginity.  —  Such  is   a    brief 

cumstances,  requisite.  sketch  ot  the  natural  condition  of  Uie 

Some  eminent  accoucheurs  inform  us  of  sexual    parts    in    the   young   unmarried 

a  remarkable  fact,  that  they  have  some-  female;    and     I    may    now    add    that 

times  found  the  hymen  so  strong  and  un-  physical    virginity    (as    it   is    called)  Is 

yielding  as  to  interfere  with  tlie  progress  usually  considered  as  consisting  in  sadi 

of  a  labour ;  in  which  case  they  have  been  a  combination  as  the  following :  —  the 

obliged  to  free  the  passage  by  an  incision,  fresh  colour,  firmness  and  elasticity  of  the 

The  fact  is  well  worthy  our  attention,  as  labia,    the    integrity   of   the    fonr^etCe, 

medical  jurists,  since  it  shows  that  not  only  the  presence  of  the  hymen,  or  at  least 

sexual  intercourse,  but  impregnation,  may  of  the  carunculsB  myrtiformes,  tbe  nar- 

be  effected  without  any  rupture  of  the  rowness    and   rugose    condition    of  the 

hymen.    On  the  other  hand,  the  absence  vagina,  and  finally,  a  plump  elastic  oondi- 

of  this  membrane,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  tion  of  the  breasts,  which  remain  firm 

warrants    the    supposition    that    it    was  without  support.     Some  add  as  further 

destroyed  by  some    mechanical    means ;  signs,  the  difficulty  experienced  in  a  first 

but  it  is  considered  that  some  very  slight  intercourse,  the  pain  felt  by  the  female 

accident  may  lead   to   it:    it   may  have  on  that  occasion,  together  with  a  show  of 

occurred  in  childhood,  for  nurses  some-  blood,  in  consequence  of  the  laceimtion  of 

times,  in  rubbing  dry  the  sexual  parts,  the  hymen. 

may    break    the  hymen;    or    inflamma-        Should  all  the  preceding  signs  be  met 

tion  with  ulceration  may  supervene,  and  within  one  and  the  same  person,  the  fact  of 

obliterate  that  emblem  of  virginity— which  virginity  is  rendered  highly  probable.  But 

may  thus  be  too  hastily  presumra  to  have  the  truth  is,  that  perhaps  not  one  in  ahun- 

b<'en  lost,  when  it  happens  simply  not  to  dred  would  be  found  infocf  in  thisstrictsens^ 

be  ]>resent  while  the  absence  or  modification  of  sevemi 

Caruncul^  myrtifarmet  is  the  name  given  of  the  laid  bigns  by  no  means  rebuts  the 
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claim  of  purity.     For  instance,  there  are        Ambiguity  <f  the  tignt  of  defloration,  — > 

»anj  natural  causes  which  would  affect  Thus  we  obserTc  that  the  signs  of  dc- 

tha  state  of  the  labia,  such  as  disease,  dis-  floratinn  may  be  very  ambiguous,  and  the 

cbaigcSy  &&,  without  necessarily  inferring  more  so,  where  little  or  no  violence  has 

that  there  had  been  sexual  intercourse:  been  used,   and   perhaps   only  a  single 

while  on  the  other  hand  those  parts  have  act  of  sexuiil   intercourse  has  occurred. 

been  found  to  possess  all  their  elasticity  That  there  may  be  difficulty  in  pronoonc- 

aad  apparent  Integrity,  in  young  women  Ing  a  decided  opinion,  even  under  circum- 

who  unquestionably  had  connexion.  Even  stances  where  the  reverse  might  be  ex- 

the  hymen  itself,  as  we  have  seen,  may  pected,  is  well  exemplified   by  the  fol- 

be   ament  without    necessarily   compro-  lowing  case,  related  by  M.  Parent-Ducha- 

muing    the  virgin  character  of  tlio   fe-  telet,  in  his  valuable  work  D«  la  Prottiiu- 

male.    This  membrane  does  not  appear  tion  dans  la  ville  de  Paris : — "  Several  years 

to    be    an    essential    attribute    of    the  ago,  two  young  women  of  genteel  appear- 

■ex.    Most  virgins  may  have  it,  but  many  ance  were  attacked  in  the  public  streets  by 

are  without  it.    Again,  instances  have  oc-  some  young  men,  who  called  them  gross 

curred  in  which  virginity  has  certainly  and    opproorious    names,   and    told  the 

been  infringed,  without  loss  of  the  hymen,  passers  by  that  they  were  nothing  better 

It  mat  be  very  relaxed  at  the  menstrual  than  common  prostitutes.   Some  good-na- 

perioo,  and  may  yield  without  laceration  turedpersonsresentcd  this conduct,and  took 

under  such  circumstances :  and  we  have  the  girls'  part.    A  comulaint  was  lodged 

abcadj  mentioned  that  impregnation  has  on  their  behalf  against  their  defamers,  and 

been  frequently  known  to  have  taken  place  the  latter  were  sjimraoned  to  appear  before 

without  rupture  of  the  membrane.    Capu.  a  magistrate.      The  defendants  pleaded  a 

ron    relates  an   instance  of  his   having  justification,  while  the  females,  on    the 

attended  a  woman  in  labour,  where  the  contrary,  stoutly  insisted  on  their  purity : 

expulsion  was  powerfully  impeded  by  the  they  even  offered  to  submit  to  a  personal 

resistance  of  the  hvmen.    He  incised  the  inspection  by  a  medical  examiner, — which 

membrane,  which  had  naturally  in  it  only  the  opposite  party  dared  them  to  do.    A 

a  very  small  aperture,  and  shortly  after,  a  sworn  inspector,  a  clever  and  conscientious 

pair 'of  laige  and  lively   children    were  man,  was  appointed  b^  the  magistrate, 

bom.    And  finally,  the  membrane  may  and  the  result  of  his  investigation  was 

have  been  lacejated   otherwise  than  by  this — tliat  it  was  totally  out  of  his  power 

copulation.  to  say  any  thing  certain  in  regard  to  one 

As  to  the  caruncnlsB  myrtiformes,  they  of  the  females;  slie  might,  or  she  might 
are  not  universally  fonnd,  even  where  there  not,  bo  a  virgin  ;  but  for  the  other,  she 
is  naturally  no  hymen  ;  and  they  are  gene-  prohablii  had  had  some  intercourse  with 
rally  considered  as  the  relics  of  this  mem.  men,  but  he  could  not  assert  the  fact  posi- 
brane;  so  that  their  presence  would  rather  tively.  The  issue  of  the  dispute,  I  know 
be  an  indication  of  unchastity  than  other-  not;  but  this  is  certain,  that  it  sub- 
wise.  Narrowness,  or  constriction  of  the  sequently  came  out  that  these  same 
orifice  of  the  vagina,  is  not  peculiar  to  young  women  had  actually  been  for  some 
Tifgins,  and  it  may  be  artificially  imitated ;  time  entered  on  the  registers  of  the  police, 
while  the  contrary  state,  which  may  possi-  and  one  proof  of  their  being  any  thing  but 
Uy  be  owing  to  leucorrhoBal  discharge,  virgins,  was,  that  they  had  both  been,  on 
profuse  menstruation,  &c.,  does  not  neces-  several  occasions,  affected  with  venereal 
sarily  imply  that  there  has  been  a  loss  of  disease.'' 
riripnitT.  Forcible  defloration, — We  should  not,  how- 

The  firmness  of  the  breasts,  and  muscu-  ever,  be  discouraged  from  investigation 
lar  system  generally,  is  but  a  vague  sign  of  by  such  cases  as  these:  we  should  re- 
chastity:  many  widows  and  mothers  member  that  they  are  not  instances  of 
night  compare  with  undoubted  virgins  in  recent  injury ;  and  that  it  is  generally 
this  respect ;  while  the  opposite  condition  known  the  sexual  parts  have  an  amazing 
might  be  traced  to  physical  and  moral  facility  in  thmwing  off,  after  a  time,  the 
causes  wholly  unconnected  with  any  in-  semblance  of  lesions.  But  the  cases  which 
fiaction  of  sexual  purity.  we  are  now  more  immediately  considering 

As  to  the  other  supposed  signs  of  virgi-  arc  those  of  forcible  defioration,  to  the  exa- 

aity,  namely,  the  difficulty  of  a  first  con-  mination  of  which  we  are  called  soon  after 

aeaion,  the  alleged  pain  experienced  by  the  alleged  injury  has  been   committed. 

the  female,  and  the  show  of  blood,  they  are  The  examples  just  alluded  to  may  serve  to 

of  too  lallacioos  and  uncertain  a  descrip-  warn  us  that  we  should  lose  no  time:  we 

tioo  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  medical  should  not  defer  our  inquiry  for  a  moment : 

jurist.    The  fint  may  certainly  arise  from  the  signs  are  evanescent,  and  if  not  speedily 

wlatiro  disproportion,   hot  may  also  be  appreciated,  are  lost  for  ever.    Solomon 

effected  by  the  use  of  astringents,  while  himself  has  compared  the  traces  of  lost 

tha  others  may  be  feigned.  virginity  to  the  imth  of  an  ca%\e  \\\io>i^\ 
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tho  air,  a  ship  tbroufirh  the  sen,  ur  (»f  a  Instratirc  case.    A  female  child,  betwern 

xcrpnit  upon  a  mck  !  nine  and  ten  years  old,  nan  said  to  hare 

In  recent  cases  of  forcible  defloration  heen   violated  by  Kevcral   pert4»ns.     The 

we  should  certainly  expect  to  find  some  mother  bnuight  the  charjti^e  against  them, 

pn>ofK  of  |>enetration ;  and  these  proofs  and   was  rather  susjiected  to  be  acting 

would,  of  course,  be  the  more  convincing,  with  a  view  to  extort  money  from  the  ac* 

the  greater  number  of  circumstances  indi.  cusi'd.     M.  Foderi  was  commissioned  to 

cative  <if  a  disturbed  state  of  the  sexual  investigate   the    affair.       lie   fouud   the 

parts  that  roi^ht  appear.    On  the  other  sexual  organs  of  the  child  to  be  perfectly 

hand,    the    pn>babiiitics    would    l»c    the  uninjured:   the  liymeu  was    entire,  and 

fainter  the/ewer  the  indicia.     Laeoratiun  the  little  linger  ct>uld  hardly  be  inserted 

of  the  hymen,  with  marks  of  lesion,  corre-  into  the  oritice  of  the  vagina.    There  were, 

sponding  in  their  appearanec  with  sueh  however,  some  marks  of  violence  about 

as  might  have  been  inflicted  nt  the  time  of  the  pubes  and  the  external  labia:  a  red 

theinjuryeomplainedofyWouldafTordahiirh  circle,  about  the  size  of  a  crown  piece,  was 

degree  of^  presumption  of  the  fact ;  while  observed  to  be  impressed  on  the  pudenda, 

an  uninjured  state  of  the  parts  would  l>e  a  and  it  bad  all  the  appearance  of  having 

prima  Jwie  testimony  again*  t  it.     Where  been  recently   mude.     This  was,   indeeil, 

penetration    alone  'is    alleged,    as    hav-  the  fact;  for  by  waiting  a  little  it  gradu- 

mg  been   forcible,  though   without  nip-  ally  disappeared,  having  evidently  been 

ture  or  laceration,  we  sliould  ex]H>et   to  produced  by  the  indentation  of  a  piece  of 

find    bruises  at    least,    or    other    inlieia  money  just  before  the  visit  of  tno  me- 

of   violence  about  the   «xternnl    organs,  dieul  examiner.     If  the  mark  had  been 


as  well  as  on  other  parts  of  the  person.    It  the  effect  of  great  violence,  such 

may  happen  that,  in  consequence  of  a  re-  stutid  by  the  mother,  it  would  have  in- 

laxed  state  of  the  sexual   organs,   from  creased  in  intensity,  with  the  usual  effects 

menstrual  or  other  discharges,  the  marks  of  inflammation.     It  was  thus  discovered 

of  injury  may  not  l>e  very  palpable;  but  to  be  a  gross  fraud,  and  the  cfimplaiiumt 

even   in   the  most  relaxed  condition,   it  was  driven  out  of  court  with  disgrace, 

would  not  be  too  much  to  cxi>eet  evidence  KvhUnre  of'  emimion,  -~  To  return,  how- 

of  injury,  provided  we  are  called  in  suffi.  ever,   to  the  question  already   started,— 

eicntly  early.  how  are  we  to  know,  in  any  given  case, 

SuspieioHi'  eaten,  —  Rut  does  it  not  oc-  that  penetration,  or  defloration,  was  ef- 
cur  to  you,  that  lii^ht  may  be  thrown  fected  b>  the  male  organ  ?  For  it  does  not 
on  some  cases  by  the  complainant  en-  follow  that  the  sexual  violence  might  not 
deavouring  to  prove  too  much^  The  have  iR'cn  perpetrated  by  some  foreiga 
proofs  may  be  redundant,  or  ineon-  body  of  a  different  nature.  Here  we  are 
sisteiit ;  and  when  this  is  the  case  they  driven  to  moral  or  circumstantial  evi- 
will  generally  be  found  to  be,  not  laetra-  dcncc,  unless  we  can  devise  some  means  of 
tions  nor  incised  woumls,  but,  ctuitusions  procuring  physical  indicia  ;  and  this  obliges 
superfluously  pnMluee<I,  and  without  much  us  to  consider  the  question  of  ^musitm  as 
regard  to  the  appearances  which  ought  to  well  as  of  penetration, 
correspond  with  the  alleged  time  of  injury.  I  mentioned  to  you,  that  as  our  sta- 
The  question  may  even  be  raided,  under  tute-law  now  stands,  it  is  no  longer  ne- 
soch  circumstances,  whether  defloration,  cessary  to  seek  for  pnmf  that  emission 
if  it  have  really  taken  place,  has  been  cf-  has  been  effected.  In  the  former  stale  of 
fected  by  the  male  onran  ?  It  is  known  our  jurisprudence  it  was  of  (;reat  import- 
that  strange  things  have  sometimes  hap-  ance  to  detect  semen  in  the  vi^rina  (as 
pencil,  when  females  have  accidentally  let  was  sometimes  supposed  to  be  done),  or  tn 
slip  foreign  botlie«,  introduced  for  lasei-  discover  marks  or  spots  of  it  about  the 
Tious  purposes,  into  the  sexual  parts,  woman's  ganncnts.  Now  we  cannot  ny 
"  The  records  of  surgery,**  says  C'apuron,  that  it  is  not  so  still;  for  in  almost  every 
"  supply  us  with  many  instances  of  sur-  case  where  the  medical  man  finds  that 
getms  being  called  in  to  extract  from  the  there  has  been  defl(»ration,  or  violent  pe- 
vagina  pessaries,  ^lass  phials,  pomatum  net  rat  ion  of  the  vagina  of  a  female,  he  caa 
pots,  and  tweezer  cases.  And  of  what  is  go  no  further— he  may  /'lY^iimf,  it  is  tme, 
not  a  woman  capable,  who  is  determined  but  ho  cannot  ;)ri>rtf>,  more  than  that  some- 
to  be  rcvrnffcd  on  seme  faithless  lo\cr,  or  thing,  some  substance  or  "  voluraiBom 
to  fifet  rid  of  one  whom  she  ditests  '"  31.  body**  (as  the  Freueh  reporters  call  it),  had 
i'npuriin  then  proc«'e<ls  to  shew  how  easy  heen  introduced  forcibly  into  the  pndendiL 
it  would  be  for  a  female  to  inflict  on  herself  The  case  is  greatly  altered,  however,  wbea 
stieh  injuries  as  would  ground  a  charge  of  semen  is  found  about  the  parts,  for  it 
liolation.  leaves  little  doubt  but  that  a  man  has  ben 

A  timely  and  judicious  examination  will  there.    The  discovery  of  s(*men,  then,  i* 

generally  expose  fraudulent  attempts  of  clettrly  of  much  importance  to  the  Eog- 

this  kind.     Foilere  supplies  us  with  an  il-  lish  1?^ical  jurist;  and  pains  oughl  ta 
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be  taken  in  twtrr  case  of  alleged  rape, 
where  a  penonal  examination  is  allowed 
■non  after  the  injarv  has  been  received,  to 
inspect  narrow] jr  the  sexual  organs,  with 
a  view  to  the  detection  of  semen,  and  to 
be  tare  to  see  the  very  clothes  worn  by  the 
complainant  on  the  occasion. 

Emilia/  tpolt. — I  know  not  how  the  pre- 
ienoe  of  semen  has  been  satisfactorily 
aieertained  hitherto  in  this  country;  but 
I  raspect  that  in  cases  where  it  was  said 
to  hare  been  detected,  the  medical  wit- 
formed  his  judgment  simply  from 


the  colour,  and  perhaps  the  smell,  of 
the  stains.  Such  eridence,  however, 
WDttliT  not  at  present  satisfy  a  court 
of  justice ;  for  an  assertion  so  weighty, 
and  fraught  with  such  serious  conse- 
quences if  made  good,  would  be,  at  least, 
expected  to  be  corroborated  by  the  aid  of 
chemical  science.  You  will  do  well,  there 
fore,  to  note  the  following  observations, 

Sithered  from  Orfila,  for  they  seem  calcn- 
ted  to  render  your  evidence  on  this  sub- 
ject In  a  high  degree  satisfactory  and  ralu- 

When  seminal  fluid,  or  what  is  supposed 
to  be  such,  is  found  on  a  garment— a  lineu 
chemise,  for  example — it  forms  spots  of 
greater  or  less  extent,  round  or  irregular, 
thin,  grejrish,  or  sometimes  slightly  yellow, 
which  Is  best  discerned  by  placing  it  be- 
tween the  eye  and  the  ligHt.  Pressing  the 
spots  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  wo 
And  them  stiff,  as  if  they  were  slarclied  : 
they  hare  no  smell  unless  we  mois- 
ten them  with  a  little  water,  when  they 
immediately  emit  the  well-known  semi- 
nal odour.  Holding  them  before  the 
fire,  taking  care  not  to  scorch  the  linen, 
the  spots  become  of  a  ruddy  yellow ;  and 
very  often  other  spots,  not  till  then  per- 
ceiTedy  are  brought  out  by  the  pro- 
cess. And  what  shews  that  the  desic- 
cation, or  drying,  is  alone  the  cause  of 
the  appearance  thus  produced,  is,  that 
npon  moistening  the  stains  once  more  they 
become  colourless,  or  lose  that  yellowness 
which  they  had  just  presented.  This  ef- 
fect of  heat  on  the  stains  of  semen  is  cha- 
mcteristic;  it  does  not  take  place  with 
common  mucus,  or  with  morbid  dis- 
charges, such  as  that  of  gonorrhcea,  fluor 
albas,  or  the  lochia. 

If  Uie  seminal  snot  be  dipped  in  water, 
it  is  moistened  ail  through  and  evenly, 
not  as  if  there  were  any  fatty  matter  in  its 
composition.  Whitish  filaments  detach 
tbemseWes,  flaky ;  and  if  the  fluid  be  eva- 
porated, it  assumes  the  appearance  and 
consistency  of  a  solution  of  gum.  ^Vben 
still  fbrUier  concentrated,  it  exhibits  an 
alkaline  character,  as  is  snfiiciently  attest-. 
edl^  its  effects  on  litmus  paper.  "  If  the 
evaporation  be  carried  to  dryness,  the  re- 
ddae  is  ■emitransparent,  like  dried  muci- 
lage, glistening,  of  a  ruddy  or  slightly  red- 


dish hue, :  and  this,  on  being  agitated  for 
two  or  three  minutes  in  cold  distilled  water, 
sei)arates  into  two  parts,  the  one  glu- 
tinous, yellowish  grey,  slicking  to  the 
finger  like  glue,  insoluble  in  water, 
but  soluble  in  potash ;  the  other  per- 
fectly soluble  in  water.  The  watery 
solution  is  yellowiish,  transparent,  and 
gives  a  white  flaky  precipitate  when 
treated  with  chlorine,  alcohol,  acetate  or 
subacetatc  of  lead,  and  corrosive  sublimate. 
Pure  nitric  acid,  concentrated,  communi- 
cates to  it  a  iiigfittif  yeilmcifh  tinge, 
though  it  be  colourless  before:  nor  does 
the  acid  cause  any  cloudincfS  in  the  holution 
—  which  is  a  characteristic  test  —  for 
nitric  acid  added  to  a  similar  watery  solu- 
tion of  other  discharges,  such  as  the  go- 
iiorrlHcal,  the  lochial,  &c.  throws  down  a 
precipitate,  or  whitens  the  fluid  invari- 
ably." 

But  you  should  know,  that  satisfactory 
as  is  this  mode  of  testing  the  presence  of 
semen,  we  can  sometimes  even  go  further. 
When  we  are  called  in  very  soon  after  the 
alleged  violation,  and  find  some  fluid 
which  we  suspect  to  be  semen  in  a  free 
state — that  is  to  say,  not  that  which  is 
found  smeared  on  the  linen  of  the  com- 
plainant, but  perhaps  lying  in  the  \a- 
gina — we  shall  probably  be  able  to  apply 
another  test,  which,  if  it  succeed,  can- 
not fail  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  satis- 
factory;—I  mean  the  detection  of  sperma- 
tic animalcules. 

Spermatic  animalculet.  —  By  the  appli- 
cation of  the  niierosco))e  we  may  be 
able  to  discover  those  animalcules  pecu- 
liar to  semen,  which  were  first  described 
by  Lecuwenhock,  afterwards  admirably  ex- 
amined by  Spallanzani,  and  the  existeneo 
of  which  Prevost  and  Dumas  have  proved 
in  the  semen  of  all  male  animals  which 
have  reached  the  age  of  ])uberty. 

It  was  about  the  year  1770  that  the 
Abb£  Spallanzani  made  his  valuable  ob- 
servations on  this  subject;  and  nothing 
that  has  since  been  ascertained  impugns 
in  any  manner  the  correctness  of  his  views. 
Here  is  the  representation  which  he  gives 
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of  the  animalcnles,  as  seen  with  a  power,  in  Spallanzftni ;  but  Prerost  and  Damas 
ful  fflass,  soon  after  they  were  taken  from  hate  broached  some  of  the  moat  dn^nlar. 
the  human  body.  Perhaps  I    may  add,  that  the  opmioa 

Their  figure,  while  in  motion,  is  that  in  which  seems  at  present  to  be  deemea  most 
the  space  (a),  spherical,  witli  filamentous  worthy  of  acceptation,  is,  that  the  Cer. 
tails :  when  at  rest,  or  dead,  (for  while  caria  seminis  supplies  the  nervous  system, 
aliye  they  seem  perfectly  restless)  the  the  vascular  and  other  substance  of  the 
fluid  about  them  being  dried  up,  they  foetus  being  pre-cxistent  in  the  ovum, 
exhibit  the  shape  seen  in  the  space  These  animalcnlei*,  howerer,  cannot  be 
(&),  somewhat  oral  or  elongated,  with  observed  in  such  a  solution  as  that  whidi  I 
a  tapering  tail.  *' The  bodies,''  says  have  just  now  mentioned  as  obtained  from 
Spallanzani,  *<  had  two  distinct  mo.  the  spots  on  linen;  for  no  doubt,  by  the 
tions ;  one  oscillating  laterally,  curv.  process  of  drying,  moistening,  and  trans- 
ing  the  tail  from  side  to  side;  the  ferring  them  from  the  cloth  to  the  stage 
other  progressive,  advancing  by  means  of  of  the  instrument,  the  creatnres  are  de. 
the  oscillation.  During  this,  one  would  stroyed,  or  at  least  sn  dismembered  as  to 
suppose  them  blind;  they  strike  against  become  unappreciable  to  our  senses.  If, 
every  obstacle ;  and  when  amidst  a  num.  however,  we  can  obtain  the  semen,  as  I 
ber,  make  agitations  and  contortions,  tak.  have  said,  in  a  free  state,  and  cautiously 
ing  at  last  that  way  where  there  is  least  submit  it  to  inspection,the  case  will  be  dif. 
resistance.  They  are  restless  and  conti-  fercnt,  even  though  the  substance  become 
nually  moving.''  dry.  Orfilasayshesawanimalcnlesinscmen 

The  representation  given  of  them  by  which  had  been  dry  for  eighteen  years!  Bnt 
Buffon,  is  this;  (fig.  17.)  and  it  is  the  it  is  within  the  first  half-hour,  hour,  or  saj 
appearance  which  they  generally  present  two  hours,  after  the  emission,  that  the  nni- 
when  viewed  with  a  microscope  of  no  very  malcules  are  most  likely  to  be  fully  re. 
extraordinary  powers.  cognized:  they  are  then  seen  in  their   pe- 

culiar shape — with  their  tails  and  their 
oscillations,  performing  those  remarkable 
movements  which  are  so  characteristic  of 
them,  as  to  enable  us  to  say,  from  simple 
inspection,  that  the  liquor  under  cxaiui. 
nation,  and  in  which  they  are  foun.l,  can 
be  no  other  than  semen. 
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As  to  the  actual  size  of  these  cjeatures.        By  AtEXANDEa  UaE,  M.D.  M.R.C.S. 
Lccuwenhocck  says  he  saw  10,000  of  them     Formerly  Hou.e-Surgjon  to  iih.  Royal  laflrmary 
moving  freely  in  a  space  not  larger  than  a 


grain  of  sand.    Thejr  are  smaller  than  the  j^,  ^1,^  following  observations,  which  I 

globules  of  the  blood:  Haspail  thinks  that  ^^^^  ^,,^  honour  to  submit  to  the  profe.. 

they  are  less  than  the  jJiith  of  a  millimetre  „.  ^   .,„^„  .i  ^  „«♦„,.«  o«ii  *.«.f«»^»«  «f 

(abJut  ,A«inch  Eng.).  while  the  sanguine.  "«"'  "P^^  ^^  nature  and  treatment  of 

ous  gloDes  are  fully  as  lai^e  as  the^fcth.  ^"PV.»'  >?  "  "/  intention  to  confine  the 

They  are,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  same  apphcaUon  of  that  term,  often  vagrueJy 

size  and  shape  in  the  semen  of  man,  of  and  indiscnminately  usjed  m  nosoioffy, 

the  dog,  ram,  and  rabbit.  to  two  varieties  of  erosive  ulcer.     One 

Spallanzani,  in  his  loose  fashion  of  no-  seated  in  the  proper  structure   of  the 

menclature,  called  these  animalcules  vermi-  skin,  the  dartre  rongeante  scrofuleuse  of 

culi;  but  the  scientific  naturalists  of  the  M.  AHbert;  the  other  in  an  accessory 

present  day  classify  them  with  Cercaria:  part  of  the  cutaneous  or^n,  the  dartre 

and  «•  Cercaria  seminis"  is  the  appella-  rongeante    idiopathique    of   the     same 

tion  given  by  Mr.  Owen  to  this  human  ^^^^^^     Procecdinff  in  this  manner,  I 

entozoon-"  cm  locus  aemenv^^^^^^^^  .         ^  ^      ^^  ^^ow,  that  those  two. 

But  I  must  not  enter  further  into  gene-      ^A        i  ut  _       u  ^^i : ,1 

ral  considerations    respecting   spermatic  altliough  rescmbW  each  other  in  ma^ 

animalcules,    although   so   manf  temp,  respects,  yet  diflTerm  others,  and  conse- 

taUons  offer  themselves  in  the  odd  theo-  quently  require  certain  modifications  of 

lies  which  have  prevailed  respecting  their  treatment,  which   have   not  heretofore 

use  in  the  animal  economy.    There  are  met  with  due  attention, 
some  curious  speculations  on  the  subject        Neither  variety  can  be  regarded  in 
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the  1i|pfat  of  a  maligiiant  a/Tection,  for  with  light  auburn  hair,  gfrey  or  blue 
the  reason  that  acliacent  parta  and  iridcs,  and  a  tender  skin.  To  a  super- 
organs  are  influenced,  not  by  absorp-  ficia]  obscrrcr,  the  pcencral  health  seems 
tiou,  but  simplj  bj  contact.  unaffected  ;  but  on  minutely  in?cstigat- 

An    affection,  designated    by    some  iug  the  state  of  the  different  functions, 

pathologists  lupoid  tubercle,  developed  more  or  less  derangement  will,  in  the 

at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  I  am  dis-  minority  of  cases,  be  detected  in  those 

poaed  to  consider  as  one  of  a  malignant  of  the  chylopoietic  viscera.   The  tongue 

tjrpe,  yet  bearing  the  impress  of  malig-  is  redder  than  natural,  especially  along 

nancy   in  an   inferior  degree,  because  the  margins,  and  towards  the  extremity ; 

implanted  in  a  substance  endowed  with  its  central   portion    presents  a  crcam- 

a  low  erade  of  vitality.     It  is,  in  fact,  coloured   fur,  through   which   the    red 

what  1  have  elsewhere  described  as  the  papillie  ]>roject.     The  breath  is  more  or 

primary  cancer  of  the  skin— the  cancer  less  offensive ;  the  evacuations  from  the 

of  the  cutaneous  glandular  texture,  ad-  bowels  irregular  and   unhealthy.     To 

vertedto  by  M.  Breschet,in  hisadmira-  these   we  may  find   su]>eradded    other 

ble  Memoir*.      On  this  account  I  deci-  signs  indicative  of  strumous  dyspepsia — 

dedly  protest  against  such  misappropria-  an    affection    well    described    by    Dr. 

tion  Of  the  word  lupus.  Clark  in  his  Treatise  on  Consumption. 

Lupiu  ezedens,  or  eating  tetter,  has  From  the   survey  of  a  considerable 

been  defined  a  tubercular  disease,  in-  numberof  cases  of  this  variety  of  erosive 

dacing  ragged  ulceration  of  the  skin,  ulcer,  1  am  led  to  coincide  with  those 

Dr.  Bateman,    in     his    Synopsis,  has  authors  who  look  upon  it  as  a  svnipto- 

toiiched    rery    lightly     upon    it,    and  matic   affection.      It  is   generally   dc- 

assigns  as  a  reason,  that  he  can  mention  pendent  on  some  disonlered  condition  iti 

no  remedy  which  has  been  of  any  es-  the  functions  connected  with  assimila- 

aential   service  in  the   cure  of  it.    To  tion   and   nutrition.      If,  iudced,  ever 

portray  the  amount    and    intensity  of  truly  localized,  it  has  either  been  prc- 

ita    depredations,    analogous    to     the  ceded    or  accom])anied,    during    some 

gnawing  of  some  voracious  animal,  or  period   of   its  course,  by    unequivocal 

the  ravages  of  some  insect,  the  epithets  marks    of  those  errors  of  function   to 

lupui   vorax,  formica   corrosiva,  were  which  allusion  has  just  been  made. 

bestowed  upon  it  by  the  ancient  medi-  Dr.  Macfarlane,  in  his  valuable  Cli- 

cal  writers.     By  the  Greek  translators  nical  Reports,  mentions  that,  in  Glas- 

of  the  works  of  the  Arabian  physicians,  gow,  during  the  years  1818  and  1819, 

it  is  described  as  the  *^g^9  ^s^ioiiwos,  when  the  working  classes  were  exceed- 

oorresponding  to  the  Latin  herpet  ex-  ingly  ill  fed,  he   had   occasion  to  see 

tdems.     In  France,  it  is  calledf  dartre  a  greater  number  of   cases  of   lupus 

ramgetmte;  in  Germany,  die  freuende  among    the    district    poor    under    his 

Fleekte.  charge,  than  at  any  former  or  subsequent 

The  common  locality  of  lupus  is  some  period.    According  to  M.  Rayer,  it  lias 

portion  of  the  face.    I  have,  however,  oeen  at  times  extremely  prevalent  among 

Men  it  attack  the  nates ;  and  M.  Alibert  the  indigent  in  some  parts  of  France, 

mentions  an  instance  of  its  occurring  particularly  the  sterile  mountainous  re- 

on  the  breast    A  remarkable  circum-  gions  of  the  Haute    Auvergne,  from 

stance  connected  with  it  is,  that  of  its  scanty  and  unwholesome  nourishment. 

heinff  usually  solitary,  confined  to  a  The  affection  is  seated  in  the  dermoid 

tingle  point  of  the  integument.     There  texture ;  and  jud^png  from  the  nature  of 

all  Its  vimlence  seems  concentrated.  the  secretion  emittea  after  ulceration  is 

I.  Eroiive  ulcer  of  the  derma. — This  established,  in  the  glandular  body  se- 
Ibrm  is  by  no  means  infrequent.  It  ceming  that  mucus,  which,  according  to 
attachs  both  sexes  indiscriminately  dur-  M.  Breschet,  becomes  at  a  later  period 
ing  diildbood  and  adolescence;  at  the  the  Aonty  matter*.  On  attentively  ex- 
period  of  life  when  there  exists  the  aminiii|f  the  process  set  up  prior  to  tlie 
greatest  predisposition  to  affections  of  ulcerative  absorption  of  the  epidermic 
the  cutaneous  and  glandular  systems.  layers,  the  following  phenomena  will  be 

The  individuals  most  liable  to  suffer  remarked.   In  some  point  of  the  attenu- 

from  this  particular  ulceration  are  those  ated  and  delicate  integument  investing 

of  a  lair,  occasionally  rosy  complexion,  the  nose,  cheek,  or  lip,  a  minute  yellow- 

*Neov«Ues  Rcchercbcs  •ur  la  Htructure  de 

IsPmi.    PartapiSaS.  *Oi>.cit. 
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Ish  speck  appears,  surrounded  by  a  Anne  Paisley,  affed  15,  auburn  hair, 
reddish  halo.  The  point  of  the  skin  greyish  blue  irides,  tolerably  healUiy 
corresponding"  to  this  tiny  abscess,  be-  complexion,  gives  the  following'  history 
lieved  to  exist  in  the  muciparous  appa-    of  her  case: — 

ratus  is  removed  by  absorption.  A  Between  five  and  six  years  ago,  she 
mode  of  ulceration  is  at  length  esta-  discovered  a  small  hole  in  the  lower 
blishcd,  which  is  generally  superficial,  part  of  the  partition  of  the  nostrils, 
not  extending  bevond  the  derma ;  and  which  was  constantly  covered  by  a 
though  accompanied  with  preternatural  little  d it  scab.  It  occasioned  no  uneasi- 
redncss,  yet  rarely  with  any  swelling  of  ness.  For  twelve  months  previously, 
surrounding  parts.  It  is  characterized  she  had  suffered  pain  in  the  back  part 
by  its  rafTfred  edges,  on  a  level  with  the  of  the  head.  At  that  period  she  was 
base ;  by  its  pale  mammillary  surface,  living  with  her  parents  in  the  country, 
whence  issues  that  peculiar  secrcti(»n  Desirous  to  be  rid  of  this  crust  within 
which  rapidly  concretes  on  exposure  to  the  nose,  she  consulted  a  physician, 
the  air,  into  greyish  yellow  crusts  ;  and  who  prescribed  tonic  medicines,  which 
lastly,   by   its   being   the  seat  of   hot     were  accordiiififly  persevered  in  for  a 

smarting  pain,  and  occasional  pruritus,  considerable   time,    without    any   good 

The   furfuraccous   crusts  are  soon   de*  effect.      After  remaining  in  this  conipa- 

tached,  and  fresh   ones  reproduced  to  ratively  indolent  state  for  a  couple  of 

supply  their  place  ;  the  affection  creep,  years,  tlic  affection  at  length  extended 

ing"  on  meanwhile  with  insidious  ccr-  to  the  exterior  surface  of  the  n(»se,  in 

tainty.  consequence  of   caustic    having    been 

Alter  having  subsisted  for  some  time,  applied  b v  a  surgeon  in  town.     Since 

the  original  type  of  the  disease  is  modi-  then  the  ulceration  has  slowly  advancetl, 

lied,  and  in  some  measure  obscured  ;  the  without  intermission.     The  greater  part 

surface  acquires  a  pink  glassy  aspect,  of  the  nose,  including  the  cartilaginous 

and  loses  the  papillary  appearance  it  septum,  is  gone.    Tlie  ulcerated  surface, 

originally    presented.      When    situate  irregularly    disposed,    corresponds    in 

in   a  part  where  tliere  is  much   loose  character   with    the    description   above 

cellular  substance,  the  immediately  ad-  assigned,  and  is  the  seat  of  heat  and 

jacent  textures  become  indurated,  con-  smarting. 

dcuscd,  and   assume  a  dusky  red    or        Has  been  for  several  months  past  a 

purplish  hue.  patient  here  of  Mr.  Ctesar  Hawkius, 

L leers  of  this  kind  differ  extremely  who  has  left  hardly  any  plan  untried 

one   from   another  in   their  degree    of  which  science  could  suggest.     As  the 

virulence.      If  the  nose  is  primarily  in-  disease  seemed  to   bafHe  every  sort  of 

vaded,    and    particularly    the    inferior  treatment,  Mr.  Hawkins  determined  to 

portion  of  the  septum,   as    frequently  prove  the  effect  of  my  preparation  of  the 

happens,    the   ulceration   advances    by  chloride  of  zinc*.     It  was  accordingly 

imperceptible  steps,  corroding  and  con-  applied  from  time  to  time  during  the 

aumiiig  every  tissue,  muscle,  and  carti-  

lage,    down    to    the    very    bone,    which         *  llieprerftratlon  of  the  chloride  which  I  pn>. 

at  times  participates  in  the  devastation,  posed  and  introduced  into  practice  in  thU  coun. 

THp  miitilatinn    tkii«  nrnHiirpH   i«  iiffnn  try,  differ*  In  «  mo«t  Important  feature  tmm  that 

ine  muciianon    tnus  proaucea  is  Olten  originally    employed     by    M.    Canquoln.      The 

hideous  and  irreparable.  wheatcn  flour  prencrlbed  In  the  Frenih  formala 

That  this  is  not  purely  a  local  disease  !,•  •?*  '?.  e"7>"P  ."»«  chloride  In  •  giutinon* 

r  _*i 4    •       1  r  4L         L  dough,  which  blunts  ita  power,  or  at  any  rate  tend* 

seems  further  ascertained  from   the    ob^  to  conflnelta  action  to  the  particle*  on  the  aurftiee 

Stinacy     with    which    it    resists    topical  or  the  paste;  but  the  auhydrou*  gypanm  of  my 

mtrnnt9       1   have  SGcn   nparlv  pv#tv  Hp-  formula,  while  It  can  excrcUe  no  chemical  action 

agents,     i  na%e  seen  ncariy  every  ae-  „j,„„  ^j^^   chloride,  forms  a  porous  medium. 

Scription  of  stimulant  tried,  and  myself  through  which   the  whole  particles  of  the  dell- 

employed   the   most   powerful    caustics,  q«e«cent  chloride  may  transude  upon  the  morbid 

,      '      "^         1  L^^.J!.    ««„   „^-.^ *  albnminons  tissue,  with  the  effect  of  decompo«n« 

but  never  have  known  any  permanent  or  destroying  it  with  certainty  to  any  dSnite 

benefit    accrue,    unless    measures    have  depth,    llils  preparation  of  mine  has  bee»  adopt- 

hepii    rnniointlv    taken    to    modifv    the  «*'•»•«▼«»■*•  of  the  London  hospltohs  ond  has 

neeu    coniomuy    laKcn    w    muuir>    lue  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  j^^    unfailing  in   lu  escharotle 

State  of  the  system  at  large.       1  adduce  powers,    it  wa»  probably  owing  to  the  counter- 

tlie  two  following  cases,  to  demonstrate  "f"®?.  of  '^e  ireBetable/arlHo  that  M.  Sanson, 

-1 .'    °  i^^asl--- .    ^r    .^^^..^  ****  distinguished  surgeon  of  the  HAtel  Dieu   at 

the    conriparative    mefficacy  of   severe  pan,,  M\td  last  yea"  m  the  application  of  the 

escharotics,  even  where  an   extensively  paste— a  fact  communicated  to  me  by  M.le  l>ort. 

wnrinrl  trt>ittmt^»%t  KaH  htH*n  iiiir<«ii«Hl  Nonat,  In  a  letter  dsted  Paris,  Aug.  3d,  I8Sft,  of 

rancu  treatment  naa  Deenpursuea.  which  the  following  is  an  extract.    "Je  wis 

St  George's  Hospital,  May,  1830. —  que  if.  Sanson  en  a  fait  usage  dans  lea  ca»  da 
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months  of  Februarj,  Mnrch,  and  April,  fluence,  than  the  still  existing,  though 

to  the  nasal  ulceration,  aiM  likewise  to  Intent,  {general  cause  resumed  its  ascen- 

Iwo  ulcerated  spots  which  had  formed  dancy. 

near  the  centre  of  each  cheek.     Water  An  opinion  is  entertained  by  some 

dressing  was  applied  to  the  eschar,  and  medical  men  that  this  species  oT  lupus 

to  the  subsequent  surface,  in  order  to  must  run  a  certain  course,  or  exhaust 

I^TC  the  caustic  a  fair  trial.     Each  ap-  itself,  ere  its  career  can  be  put  a  stop  to 

Jdication   was  attended  with  the  most  by  any  method  of  art.     This  is  based, 

iFeljr  pain,  and  some  inflammatory  in-  however,  rather  on  imperfect  truth  than 

filtration  of  the  adjacent  cellular  tex-  on  fundamental  error.     When  the  dis- 

tnre.     Bat  the  nature  of  the  sore  had  ease  is  long"  left  uncontrolled,  a  morbid 

undergone  a  change  :  it  put  on  a  sound  habit  is  superinduced,  which  ordinary 

appearance,  and  speedily  healed.    The  means  fail   to  eradicate.     But  if  mea- 

cicatrization,  however,  was  only  partial,  sures  be  taken  at  an  early  stafife  to  alter 

and  in  some  places   temporary.     The  that   ]>eculiar  condition  of  the  system 

disease  still  pursues  its  eroding*  course,  npon  which  the  ulcerative  process  seems 

A  little  boy  was  sent  to  me  in  the  to  depend,  or  with  which  it  is  associat- 

«pring,  by  Mr.  Duflin,  of  Foley  Place,  ed,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  that 

for  a  similar  aflTcction  to  the  above,  oc-  that  course  will  t)c  materially  anridged, 

cnpjing  about  one-half  of  the  outer  sur-  and  much  disfigurement  and  mutilation 

face  of  nose,  and  extending  to  the  cheek  provcntod. 

of  same  side.     Beyond  were  traces  of  Now  the  chief  indication  is  to  correct 

the  membranous  cicatrix,  denoting  the  the  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  and 

previous  existence  of  the  same  kind  of  invigorate  the  system,  by  a  proper  re- 

ulcer;  and  which   I  was  informed  had  gulation  of  diet,  residence  in  a  pure  air, 

been  healed  by  a  skilful  employment  of  free  out-door  exercise  ;  duly  attending 

strong  nitric  acid.     There  was  a  degree  to  the  state  of  the  cutaneous  exhalation 

of  ectropion  referrible  to  the  puckered  and  alvine  evacuations.     Much  benefit 

contracted  condition   of  the   adjoining  will  be  obtained,  in  most  cases,  by  sub- 

inteeniment:  the  tongue  presented  the  stitu ting  for  a  too  stimulating  animal 

red  dots  on  the  grey  fur.     The  boy  had,  diet,  one  composed  of  farinaceous  arti- 

in  addition,  a  porriginous  eruption  of  clcs  and  milk.   The  patient  must  strictly 

the  scalp.      In   compliance  with    that  abstain   from    fermented    liquors,    and 

gent]eman*s  request   I   applied    a  thin  have  occasional  recourse  to  bathing  and 

stratum    of    the    gypsum   paste,     the  gentle    laxatives.      Various    alterative 

same  as  in  the  preceding  case.     Here  and  tonic  medicines,  such  as  arsenic, 

the  result  was  equally   unsatisfactory,  mercury,  iodine,  sarsaparilla,  with  al- 

for  the  amendment  was  but  of  brief  du-  kalis,  steel,  and  sulphate  of  quina,  will 

ration.  each  in  its  turn,  acconling  to  circum- 

It  is  thus  demonstrably  evident,  that  stances,  constitute  valuable  auxiliaries. 

the  more  powerful  escharotics  are  ina-  When    a    visible  melioration  is  per- 

dequate  to  effectuate  a  radical  cure  of  ceptible  in  the  general  condition  of  the 

the  affection  in  question,  so  long  as  the  patient,  when  the  different  functions  are 

constitution  is  at  fault;  for  no  sooner  all  properly  performed,  then  is  the  most 

has  the  effect  of  the  escharotic  subsided,  favourable  time  for  resorting  to  those 

than  by  a  reflex  action  the  sympathetic  topical  remedies  which  act,  not  as  cans- 

disease  of  the  skin  is  again  called  into  tics,  but  as  powerful  alteratives  of  the 

activity.  organic  relations  of  the  part.     Amon^ 

In  the  above  cases  the  action  of  the  these  arsenic  claims  the  preference.    Sir 

remedy  was  to  suspend  for  an  interval  £.  Home  was  in  the  practice  of  eni- 

that  morbid  equilibrium  subsisting  be-  ploying    an    aqueous    solution   of   the 

tween    internal   and   external  surfaces,  white  oxide  of  arsenic — arsenious  acid. 

Bat  no  sooner  had  that  ceased  to  in-  Dr.  Macfarlane  likewise  advocates  the 

■  use  of  the  arsenical  solution,  because  he 

Cnneer  da  tHn.  et  que  «n>.quMet  il  n'en  est  pas  ^^?  "P^^r  known    it   produce  local  mis- 

utinfluc.    jtdkue  9tih  iudiee  tia  est."  chief  or  coustitutirmal  disturbance.    His 

«Ilt!lT:»^^V'^*''!l\'"'''r'*l'!*K'''^  formula   prescribes  six    grains   to    the 

BMl  cnemMtrv,  or  the  action  of  chloride  of  tine  r'j*     'n    i          .     ^    -r              i* 

opoo  albamcn,  to  which  I  noir  add  that  of  the  ounce  ot  distilled   water.     1   can  from 

aunts  of  tine,  flrat  obnerTed  and  suted  by  me )  experience  attest  its  cfticacy.     The  fa - 

md  Ike  eonaequeiices  dediiclble  relating  to  the  .,**.!•.;♦«  tf.>ni:oo*:^«n  «P  T^»»....*»»»  .««»  « 

■Mwhid  tAhm^n  of  cancer,  ar«  pecullarltlea  also  vounte  application  of  Dupuy  trcn  was  a 

to  which  I  lay  claim.  powder  consisting  of  one  part  of  ai-se- 
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nious  acid  in  ninetj-nine  parts  of  ca-  lin,  mentions  his  haFiuff  cured  lupus  bj 

lomel.  meansofthedecoctumZitmanni(acoDi- 

A  topical  stimulant  of  acknowlcd§^ed  pound,  sli^htlj  purgative,  preparation 
utilitj  in  interrupting  the  progress  of  of  sarsapanlla),  spare  diet,  warm  baths, 
lupus,  is  the  red-hot  iron  :  it  often  exerts  and  the  subseauent  exhibition  of  sana* 
a  most  salutary  effect  in  modifying  the  parilla  by  itselr*.  This  practice  is  si- 
nature  of  the  sore,  producing  healthy  milar  to  thatrccommendea  by  Rust^flBe 
ffranulation  and  prompt  cicatrization,  of  the  principal  surgical  autbofilies  of 
Among  other  metallic  stimulants  the  Germanyf. 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  is  found  to 

do  good  in  slight  cases.  M.  Canquoin,  TI.  Erosive  ulcer  qf  the  fotUclei.'^ 
in  his  work  on  Cancer,  speaks  of  the  This  frequently  originates  like  a  catar- 
chloride  of  antimony  as  a  veritable  spe-  rhal  affection  of  the  Schneiderian  mem- 
cific  for  the  dartre  rongeante.  He  ad-  brane.  Bjr  and  by  the  inflammation, 
vises  it  to  be  used  in  the  following  way.  bein^,  as  it  were,  concentrated  in  one 
Let  the  whole  extent  of  the  affected  particular  point,  leads  to  erosive  ulcera- 
part  be  touched  with  a  pencil  imbued  tSon,  which  almost  invariably  terminates 
with  the  chloride.  About  a  couple  of  in  perforation  of  the  cartilaginous  sep- 
minutes  afler,  the  pain  thus  produced  is  tum.  The  only  circumstances  whereby 
to  be  allayed  by  laying  on  compresses  the  patient's  attention  is  directed  to  the 
dipped  in  cold  water.  In  this  way  the  mischief  going  on,  are  a  degree  of  ten- 
energetic  chloride  is  at  once  transformed  derness  and  fulness  in  the  membrane, 
into  an  inert  subchloride.  This  opera-  felt  more  especially  on  exposure  to  cold 
tion  is  to  be  repeated  once  every  ten  air;  and  the  constant  reproduction  of 
days,  until  the  sore  heal.  Some  of  the  crusts  on  the  point  of  lesion.  After  a 
German  surgeons  recommend  the  imme-  time,  from  cold  or  other  determining 
diate  application  of  the  corrosive  subli-  cause,  some  portion  of  the  external  sor- 
mate.  The  inconvenience,  however,  face  of  the  nose  becomes  inflamed,  and 
with  which  its  absorption  into  the  sys-  ulcerates.  One  or  other  ala,  by  conti- 
tem  is  fraught,  must  restrict  its  use  to  nuity  of  tissue,  is  commonly  attacked, 
cases  of  very  limited  extent.  I  already  Small  red  angr^'-looking  tubercles  make 
noticed  the  nitric  acid.  Before  resort-  their  appearance,  and  are  speedily  con- 
ing  to  topical  measures,  it  is  always  ex-  verted  into  a  spreading  ulceration.  The 
pedient  to  remove  the  crusts  by  means  ulcer  all  along  preserves  the  tubercular 
of  emollient  poultices.  If  ttiere  be  character  :  the  apices  of  the  tubercles 
much  pain  and  neat  about  the  sore,  cold  are  more  or  less  concealed  by  dry,  hard, 
poultices  ought  to  be  employed  till  these  tenacious  crusts  |.  As  the  disease  pro- 
subside.  It  is  sometimes  advantageous  ceeds,  fresh  tubercles  are  developed,  and 
to  add  a  narcotic  solution  to  the  cata-  encroach  more  and  more  upon  the 
plasm.  healthy  integument  The  confines  of  the 

The  stability  of  the  cure  may  be  in-  sore  have  a  dusky  red  hue.  This  ulce- 
ferred  from  the  character  of  the  cicatrix,  ration  is  always  attended  by  loss  of  sub- 
When  the  new  skin  is  soft,  free  from  stance,  and  the  havoc  committed  by  it 
tenderness,  and  nearly  of  the  natural  when  unrestrained  is  oflcn  very  great, 
colour,  it  may  be  considered  sound  ;  but  The  parts  ordinarily  destroyed  are  the 
when  it  remains  pretematurally  red  and  cartilaginous  septum  and  ala.  Accord- 
indurated,  or,  on  the  other  band,  pre-  ing  to  M.  Rayer,  it  may  begui  exter- 
sents  a  delicate  membranous  aspect,  nally,  and  spread  to  the  lining  mem- 
like  an  arachnoid  web  traversed  by  mi-  brane  of  the  nostrils  secondarily.  The 
nute  tortuous  blood-vessels,  there  is  disease,  as  stated  by  Sir  A.  Cooper,  con- 
every  likelihood  of  relapse.  Under  such  sists  in  ulceration  of  the  sebaceous  folli- 
circumstances  it  is  incumbent  on  the  cles.  Hence,  whenever  the  pre-existing 
patient  to  persevere  in  the  therapeutic  irritation  passes  alonff  from  the  internal 
means  above  proposed  ;  for  it  is  only  by  mucous  cryptce  to  tne  external  ducts, 
repeated  applications  and  unremitting  the  ensuing  inflammation  induces  oc- 
attention  toat  a  cure  can  be   accom- 


piished.  *  ^^^'  ^**^*  '*  HeilkoDdc  iu  Preoneo,  No.  11. 

This  disease  sometimes  yields  to  the       f  kufiikiM  a.  Abbaadionfea.     B«rUii,  ism. 

administration     of    internal    remedies  p.  «77.  ^^     \  ^ 

.lone;  sometimes    .gain,  it  spontaDe-  ..'ch*.Xi''llLS;»u"r."."'j£°.SStafS'2!S: 

oualy  cicatnzes.    Dr.  Trustedt,  of  Ber-  men,  aome  uiiiua  mucas,  and  mIu. 
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dusion  of  the  orifices,  succeeded  by  Dation  resembles,  in  therapeutic  action, 

ulceratire  absorption  of  the  follicles,  the  chloride,  but  is  less  energetic.    I 

The  papillae,  endowed   with   a  higher  prefer  it  to  the  nitrate  acide  demer cure ^ 

degree  of  sensibility,  and  a  grater  ca-  recommended  by  MM.  Recamicr,  Jules 

parity  for  resisting  the  process  of  disor-  Cloquet,  and  Velpeau.     One  or  two  ap- 

ganization,  may  now  and  then  be  re-  plications  of  the  paste  will  at  most  suf- 

cognized   forming  little  vascular  emi-  fice.     So  soon  as  the  eschar  is  detached, 

nences,   the   adjacent  textures  having  the  healthy  sore  is  to  be  treated  with 

previously    disappeared.      Are    we    to  water  dressing ;  or  if  there  be  much  un- 

ascribe  to  this  circumstance  the  extreme  evenness  of  surface,  with  narrow  strips 

aensibility  of  the  morbid  surface  to  the  of  adhesive  plaster.    These  ought  to  oe 

impression  of  any  stimulus  ?  symmetrically  disposed,  and  not  inter- 

The  present  variety  of  corroding  ul-  fered  with  until  they  drop  off.    Great 

cer  is  seldom  met  with  before  puberty.  circums]>ection    must    be    observed    in 

It  begins  most  freouently  between  the  usins'  this  powerful  remedial  agent;  for 

ages  of  fourteen  ana  thirty;  rarelv after  injuaicioti^ly  employed,  it  may  on  one 

the  fortieth  year,  although  M.  Alibert  hand  produce    a  dangerous  degree  of 

has  adduced  cases  where  it  occurred  at  erethism,  on  the  other  only  irritate  the 

a  later  period  in    life.      As  with    the  sore,  and  exasperate  the  disease. 

former,  so  also  with  the  present  form  of  Although  internal  remedies  are  here 

lopus,  the  subjects  chiedy  predisposed  of  minor  importance,  still  the  perma- 

are  those  of  a  blond  complexion,  with  nence  of  cure  will  be  confirmed  by  a 

light  hair  and  irides,  and  undue  deve-  judicious  application  of  the  hygienic 

lopment  of  the  sebaceous  follicles  of  the  aud  therapeutic  precepts  formerly  laid 

nose.    The  latter  feature  may  be  said  down.    A  milk  and  vegetable  diet,  by 

to  characterize  and  accompany  this  sort  rendering  the  blood  less  stimulatinfif, 

of  ulcer.    Although  the  phenomena  of  exerts  a  remarkable  influence  upon  the 

atrumous  dyspepsia  are  alnsent  here,  yet  state  of  the  cutaneous  capillaries.    This 

the  patient  is  seldom  of  a  robust  con-  is  exemplified  by  the  fact,  that  nothing 

atitntion ;  he  feels  languid ;  most  usu-  tends  more  than  such  a  diet  to  subdue 

ally  labours  under  symptoms  of  indi-  that  capillary  congestion,  that  tur^es- 

gestion ;  has  what  is  commonly  termed  cence  of  the  follicles,  and  also  to  dimi- 

^  a  weak  stomach."    Nor  does  he  dis-  nish   that  morbid  oily  secretion  of  the 

play  the  clear  and  blooming  complexion  skin,  which  may  accompany  or  follow 

indicative  of  health  and  vigour.  this  aflection. 

As  respects  the  intensity  of  its  pro-  There  is  one  symptom  we  are  gene- 

gresSy  we  observe  great  variation.     In  rally  called  upon  to  treat,  as  a  concomi- 

ODe  individual  its  course  is  so  slow  as  to  tant  or  sequela  to  the  ulcer — namely,  a 

seem  almost  stationary,  while,  in  ano-  sense  of  tenderness  or  rawness  of  the 

tber,  it  runs  on  with  rapid  strides.  pituitary  membrane,  depending  on  chro- 

In  combatinjg  this  form  of  ulcer,  so  nic  inflammation.  It  is  allayed  by  pro* 
obstinate  and  intractable  in  its  nature,  tecting  the  part  against  external  im« 
it  is  indispensable,  towards  restoring  a  pressions,^  and  especially  that  of  cold, 
healthy  action,  that  we  should  not  only  oy  plugging  the  nostrils  with  charpie,  or 
destroy  the  morbid  habit  of  the  part,  the  fleecy  down  of  finely- carded  cotton 
hot  at  the  same  time  modify  the  organic  wool.  Where  the  irritation  has  persist- 
lelations  of  subjacent  textures.  This  ed  for  a  period  of  years,  and  is  attended 
done,  the  lesion  will  spontaneously  heal.  wiUi  superficial  ulceration  of  the  mu- 
Now  this  twofold  object  can  be  at  once  cous  membrane,  some  astringent  lotion 
auecomplished  by  employing  the  chlo-  ought  to  be  Uirown  up  once  or  twice 
ride  or  zinc  paste  above-mentioned.  In  every  day.  I  have  prescribed,  with  ad- 
very  superficial  cases,  a  solution  of  the  vantage,  the  following  liniment,  used  by 
nitrate  of  zinc  in  strong  nitric  acid,  M.  Cauquoin  for  cancerous  sores  :— 
answers  the  same  end  *.    This  combi-  r  qi.  OUv.  Jj. ;  Zinci  Chlor.  gr.xv.  M. 

.  fiat  linimentum. 

*  Procured  by  dlMolTing  one  to  two  drachms  of  _,         ir    a  j          ^    •     ^     t              'ii  j 

fkt  ftiMd  nitrate  of  sine  in  an  ounce  of  aouafor-  1  oe    aiiectea  part   IS  tO   DC  penClUCfl 

lie.    Tlie    fused  nitrate   ie,   »ke  the  chloride  over  with  the  liniment  once  a-day :   in 

iSTiith^J^Sly  "SY^u  cimSSSd  SfTt  the  couise  of  a  few  weeks,  by  pu«uing 

and  sypsnm,  in  the  apace  of  teven  hoars,  an  es-  this  plan,  the  membrane  will  be  restored 

char  aboat  three  Ilnct  thiclc:  considerable  pain  4^  «  sound  condition 

wd  tm^mag  accompanied  lu  action.    It  la  less  ^^  \^ouna  conoiuon. 

ieO^Mscenttiuui  the  chloride.  I  subjoin  the  following   cases,    in 
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order  to   illustrate  the  practice  above  riorated  his  general  health.     Complaiiu 

detailed  : —  of  increasea  seDsibilitv  of  the  lining 

membrane  of  the  nostrils,  anravated  ou 

Case  I. — E.  C.  Dccd^,  let.  21,  of  a  exposure  to  drauf^hts  of  cold  air.    The 

fair  complexion,  light  hair,  iJ^reyish  blue  chloride  of  zinc  was  applied  to  this  most 

irides.    I  saw  her  on  the  IBth  February  refractory   sore,  and  the  result  of  that 

last,  by  the  request  of,  and  alon{r  with,  application  has  been  a  permanent  cica- 

Dr.  Roe,  under  whose  professional  care  trix. 

she  then  was.  1  saw  this  patient  within  the  last  few 

Rip^ht  ala  nasi  was  the  seat  of  erosive  days.    The  exterior  of  the  nose  remains 

tubercular   ulceration    of  the   follicles,  perfectly  sound,  and   the  morbid  irriu- 

Therc  was  an  inflammatory  blush  round  oility  of  the  pituitary  membrane  is  sab- 

about  the  sore,  which  was  covered  with  siding  under  the   use  of  a  milk  diet, 

furfuraceous  crusts,  and   the  source  of  conjoine<l   with   the  topical  means  de- 

smartiuj^,    prickin^j^,    and  occasionally  scribed  while  treating  of  this  particular 

shooting  pain.    The  septum  was  perfo-  symptom, 
rated  by  a  large  aperture. 

The  affection  commenced  some  years  Case  III. — Mrs.  M***,   residing  at 

previously,  inside  of  tlic  cavity  of  the  Westboum  Green,  Bayswatcr,  came  to 

nostrils,  and  had  progressively  spread  consult  me  for  a  cornniing-  ulcer  on  the 

to  the  ala.  nose,    by  the   recommendation  of  Dr. 

Slie  had  consulted  many  medical  men.  Roe.    ^le  is  32  years  of  age,  the  mo- 

and   tried   a  vast  number  of  remedies,  ther  of  a  family  :  has  chesnut-coloured 

with  the  view  of  getting  the  sore  healed,  hair,    and   grey   irides.    She  informed 

but  in  vain.  me  that  the  ulceration,  which  has  (he 

It  having  been  agreed  to  apply  the  marked  tubercular  character,  was  re- 
chloride  of  zinc,  a  thin  layer  of  the  ferrible  to  an  affection  of  the  inside  of 
gypsum  paste  was  accordingf}'  laid  over  the  nose,  attended  with  formation  of 
the  sure.  No  sooner  had  the  eschar  sc-  scabs ;  that  it  began  like  a  cold,  up- 
parated  than  the  ulcer  began  to  heal,  wards  of  two  years  ago :  for  in  less  than 
and  within  fifteen  days  was  completely  a  year  from  that  date,  a  little  scab  made 
cicatrized.  For  some  time  subsequent  its  a])pearance  on  the  Icfl  ala,  accomua- 
she  took  the  decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  by  nied  with  some  inflammation.  Leeches 
the  advice  of  Dr.  Roe.  She  now  enjoys  and  poultices  were  applied,  and  a  variety 
tlie  most  excellent  iiealth  ;  the  cicatrix  of  internal  remedies  exhibited  ;  and  to 
is  firm,  while,  and  solid,  and  the  redness  the  irritation  caused  by  a  single  leech- 
of  the  apex  has  long  since  vanished.  bite   she  ascribes  the  formation   of  the 

present  sore.     The  ulcer  consists  of  a 

Cask    II. — William    Blake,  (Pt.   22,  group    of   irritable-looking     tubercles, 

eh  rk,  light  hair,  and  blue  irides.     The  covered  with   crusts,  and  accompanied 

sebaceous   follicles   strongly   developed  with   a   dark-red   hue   of  the   acgacent 

on  the  surface  of  the  nose.  intcguiiient.     The  cartilaginous  septum 

I  was  asked  to  see  him  last  spring,  by  is  perforated,  and  a  portion  of  the  ala 

Mr.  Peltigrew,  under  whose  care  he  was,  destroyed.     Beneath  the  crusts  she  icek 

on  account  of  an  eroHive  tubercular  ul-  a  constant  itching,  which  cbanipet  to  a 

ceration  of  the  left  ala  nasi,  which  was  sense  of  heat  anusmarting  an  their  de- 

in  part  eaten  awav.     He  gave  the  fol.  tachment.     Her  general  health  is  indif- 

lowinghistor)'(»f  his  case  :— About  seven  ferent.     The  sebaceous  puncta  are  un- 

years  since  he  was  attacked  with  a  dis-  duly  proniiucut  on  the  nose,  which  pre- 

tressing  tenderness  of  the  nostrils ;  soon  sents   those  minute  varicose  veins  near 

after,  the  partition  ulcerated.    The  ulcc-  the  apex,  termed  by  German  patholo- 

rative process  continued  for  five  years;  gi»tB  hemorrhoidal vesselt, 

it  has  destn>yed  the  greater  portion  of  On  the  25th  June  1  applied  a  thin 

the  septum.     Four  years  ago,  a  crop  of  layer  of  the  gypsum  paste ;  in  a  few 

pimples  came  out  upon  the  side  of  the  weeks  aAer,  a  fiealthy  cicatrix  occupied 

iwse,  in  which  originated  the  present  the  site  of  the  ulcer, 

nicer.      There  is    a  deep  redness  all  She  called  upon   me  very  recently, 

round  the  sore.     Has  tried  numberless  Thecicatrixremainsfirm  and  unchanged, 

remedies,  internal  as  well  as  external.  An  amendment  has  taken  place  in  her 

but   without    benefit.      Among  others,  general  health,  she  tells  me,  since  the 

iodine  and  sarsaparilla ;  which,  without  removal  of  the  irritation  maintained  by 

meliorating  the  local  disease,  have  dete-  the  sore. 
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In  emcb  of  tbe  above  cases  the  loss  of    closed,  catches  the  ligature  on  its  point, 
substance  is  inconsiderable,  and  may  be    and  holds  it. 
ascribed,  not  to  the  action  of  the  remedy, 
but  to  the  previous  process  of  ulcerative 
mbsoqition. 

IS,  Chtrlotte-ctreet, 
Bedford-Square.  Not.  25,  1895. 


Fio.  2.^ Back  of  th$ 
bf'oad  blade. 


Fig.  1. 


INSTBUMENT 


worn 


CLOSING   RECTO- VAGINAL  OR 
VESICO-VAGINAL  FlSTULiE. 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sis, 

I  BEG  to  transmit  to  you  a  description 
and  outline  of  an  instrumeut  which  I 
have  invented,  for  the  purpose  of  sew. 
ing  toi^ther  the  ed^es  of  vesico-vaginal 
and  recto-vaginal  fistulse ;   in  the  for- 
mer of  which  cases  I  assisted  a  friend  to 
cyperate  with  this  instrument  a  few  days 
ago.     The  long 'diameter  of  the  aper- 
ture in  tbe  bladder  was  situated  trans- 
versely to  the  mesial  plane,  and  large 
enoagn  to  allow  the  fore-finger  to  pass 
easily  into  it.     The  formation  of  the 
suture  was  not  attended  with  the  least 
difficulty,  and  occupied  but  a  few  mi- 
nutes.     I  think,  also,  that  tbe  suture 
was  of  the  best  possible  kind  for  the 
purpose  ;  that  is,  tlie  ligature  could  not 
cut  Itself  out  from  the  edges  of  the  fis- 
tulous opening^  i  for  being  passed  double 
through  opposite  points  of  the  aperture, 
a  piece  of  bougie  was  placed  within  the 
loop  of  the  ligature  on  one  side,  and 
another  piece  of  bougie   between  the 
ends  of  the  ligature  on  the  other,  so 
that   the  silk,  when   drawn  tight  and 
tied,  cut  only  on  the  pieces  of  bougie, 
and    tbe    latter    pressed   together    the 
edges  of  the  aperture,  forming  the  com- 
pound   or    quilled    suture   of   the  old 
surweons. 

The  instrument,  it  is  seen,  is  in  the 
form  of  forceps,  one  blade  of  which  is  a 
needle,  curved  towards  its  point,  close 
to  which  is  its  eye.  The  otuer  blade  is 
broader  on  its  opposing  surface,  less 
curved,  and  at  its  extremity  has  a  hole 
(seen  in  fig.  2),  through  which  the 
needle  point,  and  just  the  l(»op  of  the 
ligature,  are  carried,  when  the  blades 
are  closed.  On  the  back  of  the  broad 
blade  is  a  suring,  which,  when  pushed 
forwards,  tne  Mades  being  previously 


In  using  this  instrument  the  operator 
has  only  to  seize  in  its  points,  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  would  with  a  pair 
of  forceps,  the  border  of  the  fistulous 
opening:  the  blades  should  then  be 
closed,  and  the  ligature  will  be  carried 
through  one  lip  of  the  aperture.  The 
o])posite  border  is  then  to  he  seized, 
and  the  blades  to  be  closed  and  held 
so.  The  spring  on  the  back  of  the 
broad  blade  is  now  t»  be  pushed  for- 
wards, by  which  the  ligature  is  caught 
and  held  at  its  point.  The  blades  are 
then  to  be  opened  and  gently  with- 
drawn, leaving  a  double  ligature  passed 
through  opposite  (loints  of  the  fistulous 
aperture,  so  that  a  common  or  quilled 
suture  may  afterwards  be  fonned. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  Beaumont. 

47,  BernerR-vtreet, 
Not.  T2,  1836. 
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MEDICAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LUNA- 
TIC  ASYLUM,  ABERDEEN. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Number  of  Patients  in  the  Asylum, 
1st  May,  1835  (date  of  last  Re- 
prt) 120 

Admitted  between  Ist  May,  1835, 
and  IstMay,  1836 37 

157 

Whereof  were  considered  curable 

(of  former  number) 23 

Ditto  (of  the  latter  number)  ....  26 

Total  number  of  supposed  cura-  ?  ^q 
ble  cases  during  the  year  •  •  •  •  { 

RESULTS. 

Dismissed  between  1st  May,  1835, 
and  1st  May,  1836,  recovered. . . .  20 

Ditto  diito,  convalescent,  or  much 
improved 4 

Ditto  ditto,  somewhat  improved   •  •     5 

Ditto  ditto,  by  desire  of  friends,  un- 
improved       2 

Ditto  ditto,  of  incurable  and  inof- 
fensive, or  otherwise  improper 
patients     8 

Dead,  ditto,  (of  recent  cases) 4 

Ditto,  ditto,  (of  old  and  confirmed 
cases) 7 

Total  number  dismissed  during  the 
year 50 

Total  number  remaining  in  the  Asy- 
lum, Ist  May,  1836   107 

From  the  foregoing^  table,  it  will  be 
seen  that  thirtj-scven  patients  have 
been  admitted  during*  tbc  year;  twenty- 
six  of  whom  were  considered,  at  the 
time  of  admission,  to  be  curable,  and  the 
remainder  incurable.  The  admission  of 
so  large  a  proportion  of  incurable  pa- 
tients is  always  much  to  be  reg^retted, 
seeing  they  tend  to  injure  the  character 
of  the  Asylum,  as  an  institution  for  the 
cure  of  insanity ;  and  for  this,  as  well 
as  for  other  reasons,  it  does  appear  to  be 
inadvisable  for  the  managers  to  sanc- 
tion the  admission  of  so  many  patients 
of  this  description,  unlea  where  they  are 
distinctly  proved  to  be  furious,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  public,  and  altogether  un- 
manageable  at  home,  I  am  happy  to 
observe,  however,  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  visiting  Committee,  for  the  last  two 
quarters,  have  shewn  a  desire  to  act  on 
tnis  principle ;  having  refused  to  sanc- 


tion the  admiasion  of  idiots  and  other 
harmless  incurables^  who,  it  is  very  evi- 
dent, cannot  be  benefited  either  in  their 
mental  or  corporeal  condition,  by  being 
shut  up  for  life  within  the  walls  of  an 
asylum,  in  a  state  of  idleness,  occupying 
the  room  that  mi^ht  be  appropriated  io 
others,  with  an  infinitely  greater  pros- 
pect of  benefit,  as  well  to  individuals  as 
to  the  public  at  large,  and  to  the  cha- 
racter and  general  prosperity  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

The  table  also  exhibits  the  number  of 
those  who,  in  the  course  of  the  by-gone 
year,  were  considered  to  be  fit  subjects 
for  the  medical  and  moral  treatment  of 
the  institution,  and  who,  accordingly, 
have  been  duly  subjected  thereto.  The 
total  number  of  this  class  of  patients 
was  forty-nine.  Twenty  of  them  have 
been  already  discharged  fully  reco- 
Tcred  :  whilst  four  more  have  been  sent 
home  in  a  greatly  imnrored  condition, 
along  with  nve  others  less  improved. 

It  thus  appears  that  twenty-nine,  out 
of  the  forty-nine  curable  patients,  have 
been  more  or  less  benefited  by  their  re- 
sidence in  the  Asylum,  and  already  dis- 
charged ;  and  that  the  number  ofcures 
is  in  the  proportion  of  rather  more  than 
two-fiflhs  oT  the  number  of  those  who 
have  been  placed  under  treatment, 
which  is  considerably  above  the  average 

{proportion  of  recoveries  in  most  of  the 
argc  public  hospitals  for  the  insane,  as 
laid  down  in  the  statistical  table,  drawn 
up  by  Esnuirol  and  others.  And  I  may 
here  also  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  a 
like  proportion  of  recoveries  has  been 
obtained  on  an  average  of  the  last  six 
years;  for  out  of  279 patients  who  have 
Deen  subjected  to  the  curative  treatment 
of  this  institution,  within  the  period 
just  mentioned,  115  have  been  reco- 
vered, exclusive  of  thirty. three  who 
have  been  dismissed,  partially  recovered. 
Of  the  four  principal  modifications, 
or  species  of  insanity  —  viz.  mania, 
monomania,  dementia,  or  acquired  fa- 
tuity, and  congenital  fatuity,  or  idiot- 
ism — the  two  first  only  are  considered 
to  be  fit  subjects  for  medical  treatment ; 
the  two  latter  being  generally  believed 
to  be  hopeless,  or  nearly  so.  No  less, 
however,  than  ten  of  these  incurable  in- 
dividuals have  been  admitted  during 
the  year,  and,  in  some  of  these  instances, 
palsy^  or  epilepsy  was  combined  with 
the  insanity.  The  cases  of  mania 
wherein  there  is  general  disturbance  of 
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Ae  intellectoal  functions,  with  violent  will  aguin  take  this  matter  into  their 

•zeitemeift,     are     unquestionably     by  earliest  consideration ;  and  I  feel  pretty 

fiir    the     most  favourable    for     cure ;  confident,  that  when  we  are  furnished 

and  it  is  surprising^  how  soon  a  chancre  with  more  suitable  and  constant  cm- 

fiir  the  better  takes  place  in  the  condi-  ployment  than  we  at  present  possess, 

tion  of  BQcb  persons,   when  removed  not  only  a  greater  number  of  patients 

from  their  friends  and  put  under  an  will  be  recovered,  but  several  others  not 

earij  and  judicious  course  of  treatment  susceptible  of  a  complete  recovery  will 

In  aeTeralinstances  of  this  kind,  a  roost  be  gradually  trained  to  habits  of  regu- 

•trikiDg    improvement    has    been  oh-  larity,  and  at  length  brought  into  such 

served  within  a  week  or  two  aflter  ad-  a  condition  as  to  render  them  in  some 

niision ;  and  this  has  even  occasionally  degree  useful  members  of  society,  and 

kappened   when,  for  some  weeks  pre-  sate  to  be  at  large,      ft  is  hardly  reoui- 

▼ionaljy  the  complaint  had  been  pursu-  site  to  adduce  any  arguments  in  aadi- 

in^  ita  eouTse  with  much  violence,  and  tion    to  those  formerly  embodied    in 

wnboot  intermission :  although  it  must  a  special  report,  which  I  presented  to 

be  eonfeiaed,  that  in  other  instances,  the  managers  in  reference  to  this  sub- 

wkere  the  treatment  has  been  so  long  ject  in   1834;  it  will  be  sufficient,  I 

deferred,  hopeless  fatuity  has  been  the  think,  to  quote  the  opinion  of  the  cele- 

sooacqnence.    These  are  facts  which,  I  brated  Pinel.    The  following  are  the 

think,  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  strongly  words  which  he  employ's,  in  speaking  of 

nged  on  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  an  establishment  in  Hi)lland,  where  the 

inaane  patients,  in  order  that  they  may  number  of  recoveries  was  very   great, 

kaniy  Djr  a  well-timed  removal  from  compared  with  other  establishments  in 

homey  to  secure  for  them,  as  far  as  pos-  which  employment  formed  no  part  of 

sible,  the  chances  of  a  recovery ;  and  the  curative  treatment.      **  The  patients 

thns  to  save  them  from  the  risk  of  that  are  divided  earlj  in  the  morning  into 

eompleteandpermanentoverthrowof  the  parties,  some  of  whom  are  required  to 

mental  powers,  which  is  so  apt  to  ensue  assist  in  various  household  offices,  while 

whenever  the  violent  mental  and  bodily  others  are  conducted  to  the  work  rooms, 

ezeitement,  so  characteristic  of  mania^  furnished  with  the  implements  of  their 

is  led  to  pursue  its  course  uncontrolled,  respective  trades.     But  the  majority  are 

The  remedial  means  which  have  been  distributed,  under  tlie  superintenacnce 

adopted   throughout  the  year,  in    the  ofthekcepers,  through  a  large  inclosure, 

treatment  of  the  different  cases,  have  of  where  they  are  occupied  in  gardening 

oonrK  been  varied,  according  to  the  na-  and   agriculture.^     Uniform   experience 

tnre  and  urgency  of  the  predominating  has  proved  the  efficacy  of  these  labours ; 

symptoms— insanity  being  a  varied  and  and  it  is  particularly  to  be  observed  that 

complex  disease,    both   as  regards  its  those  of  tlie  higher  ranks  of  life  who 

eanaea  and  its  phenomena.    In  regard  live  in  the  same  Asylum,  but  in  a  state 

to    what  is  usually  styled   the  moral  of  idleness  and  sloth,  retain  their  lunacy 

treatment,  I  ma^  just    observe,  that,  and    privileges    together,    while    their 

in  accordance  with  the  established  fact  inferiors  are  restored  to  themselves  and 

—that  occupations  of  a  kind  fitted  to  en-  to  society.'' 

gage  the  mttention  and  encourage  exer-  With  reference  to  the  causes  which 

ctM  in  the  open  air,  are  highly  condu-  gave  rise  to  insanity,  in  the  different 

dve  to  the  cure  of  insanity*— every  pos-  individuals   who    have    been  admitted 

sible  opportunity  has  been  seizea  of  during  the  year,  we  find  that  twelve  of 

givinif  effect  to  this  important  principle,  them  were  traced  to  hereditary  pred is- 

so  soon  aa  the  patient  was  brought  into  position ;  two  to  congenital  imbecility  ; 

a  state  capable  of  being  benefitted  by  five  to  a  highly  scrofulous  constitution 

it    I  still,  however,  regfret  to  say  that  of  body ;  five  to  domestic  afflictions — 

die  field  of  occupation  is  altogether  ina-  pecuniary  embarrassments — grief,  and 

dc«|Balie  to  the  exigencies  of  the  esta-  other  depressing  passions ;  six  to   ine- 

buhment,  so  far,  at  least,   as  relates  briety,  and  other  demoralizing  habits; 

to  the  male  side  of  the  house ;  and  con-  two  to  an  hysterical  constitution,  and 

seqacntl/y  that  in   this  very  essential  previous  attacks ;  two  to  an  interruption 

Mrtienlar,  the  institution  is  defective,  of  the  uterine  functions;  one  to  injury 

I  traaty  therefore,  that  the  managers  of  the  head  from  a  blow ;  one  to  child- 

470.—-XIX.  Z 
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birth  ;  one  to  epilepsy ;  and  one  to  traces  of  disease  of  the  inTestingr  mem- 
a  severe  febrile  attack;  whilst  two  branes  of  the  brain,  along*  with  copious 
arose  from  occult  causes;  in  other  words  depositions  of  a  serous  fluid  beneatD  the 
from  causes  which  could  not  be  traced,  same,  and  into  the  ventricles.  Another 
or  had  nearly  escaped  detection.  male  patient  who  had  long  been  subject 
Notwithstanding*,  however,  that  such  to  epilepsy,  and  who  died  of  ileus,  exbi- 
appear  to  have  been  the  more  prominent  bited  disease  of  the  brain,  as  well  as  of 
of  the  remote  causes,  there  was  unques-  the  intestines.  The  last  of  the  male 
tionably  in  a  good  many  instances  a  patients  who  died,  and  who  was  in  a 
combination  of  these  in  operation,  all  state  of  fatuity  when  admitted,  also  ex- 
tending* to  the  same  end,  some  of  them  bibited  traces  of  cerebral  disease.  The 
of  a  predisposing,  and  others  of  a  more  first  female  who  died  bad  been  lons^ 
immediate  or  exciting  nature.  The  subject  to  insanity  :  she  exhibited 
causes  of  insanity  are,  indeed,  often  marked  disease  of  the  cerebral  mem- 
obscure  ;  but  in  general  it  will  be  found  branes.  The  second  was  a  young  (gfirl, 
that  several  have  been  acting  simulta-  who  laboured  under  congenital  idiotism, 
ncously  to wanls  its  production, and  also,  and  whose  mother  has  been  long  an 
that,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  there  is  inmate  of  the  institution  :  she  dira  of 
an  hereditary  preclisposition  to  it.  pulmonary  consumption,  and  exhibited 

I  have  oniy  further  to  observe  on  this  a  tubercular  formation  in  the  right  be- 
head, that  four  of  the  female  patients,  mispbere  of  the  brain,  besides  extensive 
who  have  within  these  last  six  years  tubercular  disorganization  of  the  longs, 
been  discharged  convalescent,  have  been  peritoneum,  spleen,  and  other  abdomi- 
re-admitted  after  the  lapse  of  some  nal  viscera.  The  third  person  who  died 
months,  or  it  may  be  one  or  more  years,  among  the  females  had  been  for  some 
labouring  under  fresh  attacks ;  but  that  time  subject  to  violent  paroxysms  of 
these  secondary  attacks  have  been  mania :  she  also  exhibited  traces  of  ce- 
comparatively  rare  amongst  the  males,  rebral  disease,  and  two  tumors  were 
Females  would  seem,  from  their  peculiar  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  be- 
habits  of  life  and  situation  in  society,  to  sides  intense  injection  of  the  inner  coat 
be  at  all  times  more  under  the  influences  of  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  the  one  to- 
of  the  moral  than  the  ])hysical  causes  mor  was  attached  to  the  stomach,  and 
of  disease.  And  as  it  is  very  diflicult,  the  other  to  the  liver,  and  the  irritation 
if  not  in  most  instances  impossible,  to  which  they  had  excited  in  the  organs 
withdraw  an  individual  entirely  from  with  which  they  were  in  contact,  ap- 
the  operation  of  those  of  the  former  peared>to  have  operated  as  the  imme- 
class,  we  are,  I  imagine,  from  this  cir-  .diate  cause  of  the  maniacal  paroxysms, 
cumstance,  enabled  to  account,  in  some  The  last  was  a  young  woman,  who  had 
measure  at  least,  for  the  fact  that  they  been  long  subject  to  epilepsy,  and  was 
are  more  subject  to  relapses  or  recur-  fatuous  at  the  time  of  admission,  and 
renccs  of  their  complaint  than  males.  who  died  from  exhaustion,  consequent 

Eleven  patients  nave  died  during  the  on  the  violent  struggles  which  she  had 
year.  Seven  of  these  were  aged  and  long  sustained :  the  brain  and  its  mem- 
con  firmed  lunatics.  branes  were  in  this  case  much  injected. 

A  post-mortem  examination  was  in-        In  reference  to  this  brief  statement  of 

stituted  in  every  one  of  those  fatal  cases  the   morbid   appearances    in  the  fatal 

(with  consent  of  the  friends),  and  the  cases,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  while 

appearances  carefully  noted.     Lesions  dye  of  the  deaths  amongst  the  maJes 

of  the  brain  or  its  membranes,  and  some-  were  preceded  by  a  state  of  palsy,  not 

times  of  both  together,  were  found  in  all  one  or  the  women  exhibited  tnis  condi- 

ofthem;  and  afthough  the  morbid  ap-  tion  ;   and,  moreover,  that  the  morbid 

pearances  in  this  region  of  the  body  appearances  were  preciselj^  similar  in  all 

were  not  in  every  instance  precisely  si-  those  five  cases.     This  circumstance  I 

roilar,  yet  were  they  substantially  alike,  have  also  noticed  in  the  fatal  cases  of 

Other  organs  of  the  body  were  also  oc-  former  years.     I  can  recollect,  indeed, 

casionally  found  in  a  state  of  disease,  of  only  one  instance  of  a  female  patient 

Thus  five  of  the  male  patients  died  with  having   exhibited   symptoms  of  palsy 

symptoms  of  palsy  and  iatiiity,  and  in  during  the  last  six  years,  whereas  not 

all  of  them  were  discovered  unequivocal  less  than  a  third  of  all  the  male  patients 
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who  haTe  died  within  the  ftame  period,  ing^  the  patients'  feelings,  whilst  everj 

had,  previously  to  this  event,  fallen  into  things  that  is  fitted  to  meet  the  eje  of 

tlie  state  referred  to.     It  appears  to  me,  casual    visitors   is    still   open    for   in- 

tbat  we  ought  to  look  to  the  differences  spection. 
in  the  nature  and  mode  of  operation  of  John  Macrobin,M.D. 

^^citing  ««d  prtdi.po««g  caittes,  to       j^^,^^^  not.  11.  1886. 
wlMiili-  the  two  flexes  respectivelj  are 

nott  apt  to  be  exposed,  in  order  to  ob-  [We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  add,  that 
tain  an  explanation  of  this  remarkable  Dr.  Macrobin  has  received  the  thanks 
difference  m  the  termtnafton  of  insanity,  of  the  Managers  for  the  manner  in 
in  male  and  female  lunatics.  The  males,  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties,  and 
for  example,  are  more  exposed  to  power-  that  the  suggestions  made  by  him  in  the 
fal  causes  of  a  ^Ay^ica/ kind,  especially  above  report  have  been  acted  upon.— 
the  abose  of  spirituous  liquors,  tending  £d.  Gaz.] 
greatly  to  the  production  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain,  and  its  consequences ;  : " 

^tt'^nT^X^I^tr^Z^  B«0«I«E  AND  IODIDE  OF  IRON. 

eoBsequences:  while,  on  the  other  hand,  

the  females  are  exposed  to  those  moral  j,^  ^j^^  jj^,-,^^  ^f  ^^^  Medical  Gazette, 

causes  which  rather  beget  a  state  of 

merv€u$  irritation  than  of  inflammation.  S1R9 

Such  of  the  patients  as  are  in  a  quiet  j^  consequence  of  a  paper  which  ap- 
and  composed  state  of  mind  and  are  not  j  -^^^Yit  last  Gazette,  respecting 

impressed  with  delusions  likelj  to  be  fcromide  of  iron,  by  Dr.  Kemp,  ofChes- 

aggravated  hy  religious  exercises,  are  Yxixni,  I  am  induced  to  trouble  you  with 

permitted  to  join  regularly  in   public  ^  f^^  remarks.     It  is  more  than  two 


worship.      The  attendance  of  the  pa-  „  gj^je  I  first  prepared  it  for  the 

dento  on  devoUonal  duties,  w'hen  con-  J^edical    profession    in    town,    during 

dacted  m  public,  and  under  the  limita-  ^^ich  time  several  have  prescribed  it ; 

toon  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  has,  ^^j  f^^^,  ^^  o^„  experience  I  venture 

I  think,  been  equal  y  productive  of  the  ^^  assert,  that  it  has  no  advantage  over 

good  cffecte  (particularly  in  calming  the  ^^it   iodide  of  iron,    as  to  its  keeping 

paaMons)  that  are  reported  to  have  ac-  when  dissolved ;  one  undergoes  decom- 

era^  firom  it  in  other  establishmente  of  position  quite  as  soon  as  the  other;  but 

a  like  kind.  i«*u   ^^^    easily    kept    in   a   perfectly 


ward  to  their  feelings,  and  the  feelings  Jbe  sflutTon— I'arai's^ri' 

aft^  relations,  it  has  been  the  prac-  your  most  obedient  servant, 

tiee  tor  a  considerable  time  past  to  deny  p  Squirs. 

ttvangers  access  to  those  departments  of  377,  ozford-street, 

the  bouse  that  are  occupied  by  the  pa-  Nov.  28, 18S6. 

t&mts  during  their  waking  hours,  unless    _»_ 

vader  particular  circumstances;  such, 

fo  iDsUnce,  as  in  the  case  of  a  medical  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESof  BOOKS. 

vmtor,  or  one  really  in  quest  ot  useful 

{■fonnation.      The   Aberdeen  Asylum  

hai,  therefore,  been   rendered  in  this  «  L»Antenr  •«  tne  4  aiionger  ce  que  le  lecunr  ■§ 

■onit  of  view  as  much  a  private  esta-  ui«kabr4ger.*'~D'ALBMBKBT.^ 

Uishnieot  as  any  other  which  goes  un-  

jkr  Oiat  name;  and  as  much  «>  as  is  ^^    ^  .  .  ^  ^^.^  Almanack,  1837. 

Miistent  with  a  just  measure  of  public  ^ j.    j  .     ^  j,            Sherviood. 

flinreiliance,  always  highly  proper  as  ^  .  .  ,     ^       ,        .   ^  .            ^  .» 

tmOm^  to  keep  up  its  respectability,  Brituh  Annual  and  Epitome  of  the 

aad  to  correct  any  abuses  which  might  Progress     of    Sctence,    for    1837. 

tlherwise  be  apt  to  creep  into  such  in-  Edited    by    Da.   R.    D.  Thomson. 

ttitatitnis.     Thus  no  one  can  gratify  Bailli^re. 

idle  curiosity  at  the  expense  of  wound.  TAe   Medical   Almanack,  for    1837. 
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iioners.  in  tancy ;  aud  it  is  worthy  ot  tne  pnrenolo- 

\e  Medical  Pockel-Book,  for  1837.  «''''*^.  .t'™*.  »". ?'.""«?«  confidently  be- 

By  John  Foote,  M.R.C.S.  J:""'*  "'f"  '•«P*  »"?»  »  »f?  "^  """PP- 

•^                        '  tions,  where  there  is  nothincf  certaiDiy 


Published  by  the  Company  of  Sta-  the  better:    statistics  are  only  in  their 

tioners.  infancy ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  the  phrenolo- 

Thi 

The  first  on  the  list  is  decidedly  the  known  beyond  the  first  few  footsteps. 
business  almtinack  for  the  profession  :        The  price  of  the  almanack,  we  mu!<t 

it  is  superior  to  any  thing"  of  the  kind  add,  is  very    unreasonably  increased  : 

that  has  yet  been  produced  ;  there  are,  last  year  we  had  I60pag'e8  for  2s.;  this 

however,    several  points    in   it  which  year  only  216  for  3s. ;  while  the  snpple- 

shew  tliat  the  editor  has  not  profited  as  mental   matter  contains  so  much  that 

much    as  he  might  have  done  by   his  is  really    objectionable — unsuited,  we 

tiiree  years'  experience.     We  have  met  should  say,  to  the  pages  of  an  aJnia- 

with  some  mistakes,  and  not  a  few  omis-  nack. 

sions :  nor  arc  these  of  a  trifling  nature.  The  editor  of  the  British  Annual  has 
It  is  both  a  great  mistake  and  an  omis-  aimed  at  the  production  of  a  yearly 
sion,  to  set  down  all  belonging  to  the  periodical  suited  to  a  much  larger  class 
College  of  Physicians  in  alphabetical  of  the  community  than  that  composed 
order,  putting  the  Fellows,  Licentiates,  merely  of  the  members  of  the  medical 
and  even  the  Candidates,  in  one  com-  profession.  To  the  latter,  as  well  as  to 
mon  list;  and  the  late  statutes,  so  scientific  readers  generally,  he  here 
important  to  the  medical  public,  are  offers  a  year-book  on  the  plan  of  the 
wholly  unnoticed,  as  if  they  had  no  ex-  well-known  French  Annuaire^  only 
istence.  The  recent  ordinance  of  the  modelled  so  as  to  be  more  particularly 
College  of  Surgeons  respecting  teachers  useful  to  the  British  public.  Besides 
of  anatomy  is  omitted,  although  pub-  containing  all  that  is  really  valuable  in 
lished  in  this  journal  nearly  a  month  the  French  production  —  minus  M. 
ago.  "  Wakley*s  Act"  is  left  out—  Arago's  essay,  whatever  it  is  to  be  for 
query y  does  the  editor  intend  by  this  to  next  year — the  Annual  before  us  is  en- 
express  his  opinion  of  its  true  value  ?  richea  with  some  excellent  scientific 
The  title  of  Doctor  is  unceremoniously  articles.  The  editor  himself  supplies 
taken  from  the  hospital  physicians  and  a  paper  on  the  Progress  of  Vegetable 
teachers,  in  London,  by  way  of  econo-  Chemistry,  and  the  Itev.  Baden  Powell 
mising  space  (?)  ;  while  it  is  partially  a  comprehensive  and  able  report  on  the 
given  to  those  in  the  provinces.  The  recent  progress  of  Optical  Science.  Mr. 
school  of  anatomy  belonging  to  St.  Woolhouse  gives  a  sketch  of  the  pro- 
George's  Hospital  is  stated  to  be  in  gress  of  Astronomy,  and  Mr.  Davies  a 
Grosvenor  Place,  instead  of  Kinnerton-  curious  and  learned  history  of  Magnetic 
street.  Mr.  Bage  is  mentioned  as  as-  discovery.  The  whole  forms  a  naud- 
sistant  -  apothecary  to  that  hospital,  some  little  volume,  with  which  we  are 
instead  of  M.  Depasquier.  Creosote  very  much  pleased,  and  hope  that  the 
is  talked  of  precisely  as  it  was  in  experiment  may  be  as  successful  as  it  is 
last  almanack  (much  of  the  pharmaco-  commendable. 

poeial  part  being  merely  reprinted),  as  if  The  Almanack  of  the  Stationers' 
nothing  had  been  ascertained  since  re-  Company  is  a  very  poor  affair.  No 
garding  the  real  value  of  the  medicine;  pains  seem  to  haveoeen  taken  to  pro- 
and  no  antidote  is  given  for  arsenic  ex-  cure  correct  lists  of  any  establishments 
cept  "hydrated  tritox.  iron  in  thirty  save  those  of  the  Metropolis:  the  re- 
times the  quantity  of  the  poison."  turns,  for  example,  of  the  Irish  and 
We.  arc  sorry,  too,  toat  we  can-  Scotch  Colleges  are  not  sufficiently  re« 
not  give  unqualified  praise  to  the  cent,  and  even  the  Metropolitan  an* 
author  of  the  paper  on  National  Sta-  nounccments  seem  scarcely  to  be  relied 
tistics ;  for  he  adopts  a  tone  of  censure  on.  If  the  Company  cannot  find  some 
and  dogmatism  throughout  which  we  active  intelligent  medical  man  to  edit 
think  is  neither  warranted  nor  be-  their  production  in  future,  they  bad 
coming.  A  De  Moivre  or  a  Laplace  better  noP  trouble  iJfiemselves  with  pro- 
could  not,  and  we  are  sure  would  not,  viding  an  almanack  for  the  profession, 
assume  so  magisterial  an  air.  Perhaps  Mr.  Foote's  **  Medical  Pocket-Book" 
the  more  modesty  a  writer  evinces  in  lay-  contains  much  less  than  any  of  the 
iiig  down  principles  in  statistical  science  others — yet  has  some  of  the  things  ta 
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wbich  tbe  most  bulky  of  the  others  is  recompense    which   the   law ,  allows  is 

deficient ;  such  as  the  new  statutes  of  the  clogged  by  so  many  impediments  to  its 

Corporate    Bodies,  and    the    Medical  •  *.•               ^     i.         • 

«r./^        ,  4  ^      rT«L        '     u                *  acouisition,   as    to   ha?e   m   many    in- 

Witnesses'  Act.     There  is,  however,  in  ^               ,       .  •     i         •                 . 

CFeiT  wa;r   a   littleness  about  it— half  stances  rendered  it  altogether  unattam- 

the  balk  is  blanle  paper,  too  scanty  for  able.     To  tbe  fact  of  the  fee  being,  un- 

memoniuda  or    for    any    other   useful  der    particular    ci.cumstances,    wholly 

purpose.  disproportionate  to  the  sacrifice  of  time 

and  talent,  we  ha?c  already  in  a  former 

article  alluded  ;    but  as  this  is  a  point 
MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  which  does  not  at  first  sight  seem  very 
Saturday^  December  3,  1836.  apparent,  we  shall  now  more  particu- 
larly  illustrate  it. 

••  Licet  ooiDllras,  licet  etiam  mlM.  digultiitein  I^   the   medical    man    were    merely 

jirtu  MeHem  vsitT\\  poteatna  modo  veniendi  in  called   upon   to    attend    the    Coroner's 

babllciim  ait,  dicendl  pericalum  non  recuRO.*'  ^                   i    i       •                      i  •          .  i 

CiuKRo.  Court,  and  having  given  his  evidence, 
"""-"  at  once  to  receive  his  fee  and  retire, 
OPERATION  OF  «  WAKLEY»S  the  sum  awarded  to  him  would  doubt- 
ACT.*'  less  be  sufficient ;  this,  however,  is  very 
When  the  Medical  Witnesses'  Bill  had  far  from  being  the  case,  as  the  subse- 
received  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and  quent  details  will  shew.  But  besides 
tbusbecamealaw,  we  ceased  to  dwell  on  .the  trouble  and  loss  of  time  which,  ac- 
tfae  distrust  which  we  had  previously  ex-  cording  to  the  present  system,  attends 
pressed  of  it;  and,  uninfluenced  by  any  of  the  attempt  to  obtain  remuneration, 
those  personal  feelings  which  the  parent  there  is  this  great  defect  in  the  act — that 
of  this  defective  ad,  judging  of  others  however  oflen  an  inquest  may  be  ad- 
by  himself,  has  never  failed  to  attribute  joumed,  and  however  often  the  witness 
to  OS,  we  gave  to  the  measure  our  hearty  may  be  compelled  to  be  present,  his  col- 
and  active  support.  Several  editorial  lective  attendances  are  nevertheless  reek- 
notices  regarding  it  are  to  be  found  in  oned  but  as  one,  and  entitle  him  but  to  a 
oar  pages,  and  one  entire  article  was  solitary  fee.  Now  one  effoctofthe  bill  has 
devoted  to  its  exposition.  In  reviewing  been  to  induce  coroners  to  dispense  with 
our  efllbrts  in  its  favour,  the  only  cir-  medical  witnesses  as  much  as  possible, 
csmstaDce  with  which  we  can  reproach  so  that  they  are  chiefly  had  recourse  to 
ounelves  is,  that  we  were  over-liberal,  in  cases  of  obscurity,  and  in  such,  one 
and  in  our  anxiety  to  prop  what  was  sitting  is  often  insufficient  to  lead  to  a 
evidently  so  weak  as  to  require  assist-  decision.  The  witness,  however,  has  to 
anoe,  suflfercd  ourselves  to  be  led  into  be  in  attendance;  and  instances  have 
expressions  more  favourable  than  the  occurred  in  which  the  Coroner  has  sat 
molt  has  proved  it  to  deserve.  four  or  five  tiroes  upon  the  same  body; 
The  Medical  Witnesses'  Act — notwith-  while  we  have  the  ex  cathedra  assurance 
standing  that  it  was  drawn  up,  we  are  of  the  member  for  Fiusbury  him- 
inlbrmed,  by  bis  friend  Mr.  Theobald,  self,  that  however  often  the  witness 
the  special  pleader,  and  lecturer  on  Med i-  may  have  attended  under  such  circum- 
calJnrispnidence — has  proved  a  failure,  stances,  he  is  entitled  to  no  more  than 
—  The  labour  and  responsibility  to  one  guinea.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
whieh  it  exposes  all  our  professional  estimate  here  formed  of  the  value  of  a  me- 
brethren,  but  especially  the  general  dical  man's  time  is  preposterously  low, 
pnctitioner,  are  most  inadequately  re-  and  that  one  tithe  of  the  real  interest  for 
munerated  by  its  provisions;  and  the  the  profession  to  whieh  the  father  of  this 


et 
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act  lays  claim,  would  bare  induced  bim  wiseandiiprig^btexpounderoftbelftw!— 
to  make  the  fee  a  guinea  at  least  for  already  do  Coroners  hesitate  iu  f^vnug 
every  separate  day  on  wbich  tbe  wit^  one  guinea  for  sucb  examinatioD,  not- 
uess  was  compelled  to  be  present.  withstanding  tbat  tbe  law  allows  it ; 
But  again ;  if  a  post-mortem  exami-  yet  would  tbey  be  ''justified"  in  giving 
nation  be  required,  another  guinea  is  an  order  for  more,  although  sucb  pro- 
awarded — no  more,  certainly,  than  the  ceeding  would  be  in  direct  violation  of 
service  merits.     Well ;   having  earned  this  learned  commentator's  own  **  act.'* 
his  additional  guinea  by    a    laborious  Orerseers,  already  indisposed  to  pay, 
autopsy,    it    may    be    that    the  evi-  would  delight  in  this  as  an  infringe- 
dence    is   not   yet    sufficient,    or    the  ment    of  the   statute  —  which    would 
worthy   Coroner  or  the  jury  may  be  assuredly  "justify"  them  in   refusing 
fond  of  scientific  pursuits,  and  choose  the  whole.    A  rare  expounder  of  bis 
to  have  the  contents  of  the  stomach  own  wise  act,  say  we  again — yea,  a 
analysed.     The  witness  is  instructed  to  second  Daniel ! 

enter  upon  the  required  manipulations.        But  however  monstrous  and  absurd 

Here  begins  by  far  tbe  most  difficult,  the  above  declaration  of  our  contempo- 

the  most  tedious,  and  the  most  delicate  rary  may  be  in  other  respects,  it  is  at 

portion    of  his  task  —  one    requiring  least  of  value  in  this — it  is  an  adrais- 

apparatus,    reagents,  skill,  and    time,  sion    tbat    his   Bill   has   provided  for 

All  these,  however,  we  shall  suppose  the  witness  less  than  bb  services  fairly 

have  been  at  his    command,  and    he  merit; — a  defect  which  we  pointed  out 

appears  once  more  before  the  Coroner,  to  some  months  ago. 
communicate  the  result  of  his  researches.         We  have  hitherto  assumed  that  what 

What  remuneration,  most  courteous  rea-  the  act  professes  to  bestow,  the  party 

dor,  should  you  deem  sufficient  for  all  entitled  to  it  can  readily  obtain,  but  we 

this  time  and  scientific  labour?  At  what  regret  to  say  that  the  statements  which 

do  you  conceive  the  framer  of  the  Act  have  appeared  in  tbe  daily  papers,  and 

estimates  this  part  of  the  services  of  the  the  repeated  applications  which   have 

general  practitioner,  on  whom  he  pro-  been    made    to    us    on    the    subject, 

fesses  to  have  bestowed  so  great  an  clearly    prove    tbat    obstacles    of    the 

obligation  ?— why    simply    and    abso-  most    vexatious    kind    present    tfaem- 

lutely    at    nothing.      It    may    appear  selves:  medical  men  are  called  upon 

incredible,  but  sucb  is  tbe  plain  unper-  as    witnesses,    and    then    on  seeking 

verted  truth.      Not  one  sout  is  awarded  for  their  fee,  frequently  do  so  in  vain : 

fur  the  analysis.     Tbe  contents  of  the  some  instances  there  may  possibly  be  in 

stomach  cannot  be  examined   without  which  the  fee  has  been  obtained,— >but 

opening  the    body  ;    if  the  body    be  there  are  already  numerous  examples  in 

opened,  the  party  is  entitled  to  a  guinea  which  it  has  been  refused  altogether, 
for  having  done  it ;  and  if  he  be  "  or-        It  is  quite  clear  that,  as  the    law 

dcred"  to  institute  the  laborious  chemi-  stands,  the  medical  witness  is  entitled 

cat  process  alluded  to,  be  gets  not  one  to  a  fee ;  and  seeking  an  explanation  of 

farthing  more.      True  it  is,  that  the  the  difficulty  he  experiences,   we  find 

honourable     framer     of    the    act     is  two  circumstances  which  mainly  lead  to 

pleased    to    say,    that    if   the  witness  this  result ;  the  first  is,  the  disreputable 

analysed  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  parentage  of  the  Act,  which  has  taken 

the  Coroner  would  be   ''justified "  in  from  it  all  tbe  moral  influence  which  is 

giving  an  order   for  another   guinea,  calculated  to  assist  the  operation  of  a 

Oh,  most  provident  legislator !— most  new  law.     Parish  authorities  have  in 
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their  wisdom  conceived  a  notion  that,  this  brings  us  to  the  third  stage  of 
as  it  is  only  "  Wakley's  Act,"  they  this  eventful  history — that,  namely,  at 
are  ^justified"  in  resisting  it.  This  is  which  the  witness,  having  seen  to  the 
Ibe  doctrine  maintained  in  a  public  correctness  of  his  first  order — and  hav- 
letter  addressed  some  time  ago  to  the  ing  attended — and  having  given  his  evi- 
Jumonrabfe  member  for  Finsbury,  by  dence — and  having  made  a  formal  ap- 
**  an  Overseer  of  St.  Pancras,"  —  of  plication  to  the  coroner  for  an  order  for 
^hicb  letter,  by  the  way,  that  worthy  his  fee,  more  lucky  than  many,  has 
lias  had  the  prudence  to  take  no  notice*,  obtained  it.  Thus  armed,  he  now  pro- 
Bnt  another  and  more  important  im-  ceeds  to  the  overseer ;  but  this  function- 
pediment  to  the  operation  of  the  act  is,  ary  probably  cannot  venture,  upon  his 
the  facilities  which  its  defective  con-  own  responsibility,  to  make  so  great  an 
stmction  affords  to  evade  the  demand,  outlay,  and  desires  him  to  call  again : 
In  order  to  become  entitled  to  his  fee,  perhaps  he  requires  a  consultation  with 
the  witness  has  numerous  steps  to  go  his  colleague  in  office,  or  with  the  other 
through ;  and  first,  he  must  be  certain  parish  authorities  ;  and  afler  laying 
that  he  has  got  a  proper  **  order"  to  at-  their  wise  heads  together,  they  resolve 
tend.  His  actually  attending, — the  re-  to  refuse  the  fee,  and  let  the  **  Doctor" 
qoiring  and  obtaining  of  his  evidence  do  his  worst.  This  is  bad  enough  ;  but 
by  the  coroner's  court, — avail  nothing,  still,  as  we  are  assured,  there  is  re- 
if  the  slightest  imperfection  or  irregu-  dress  :  he  may  go  to  law  a  second  time 
larity  exist  in  making  out  his  summons ;  — aided,  too,  by  all  the  experience  which 
and  in  this  manner,  from  accident  or  his  former  suit  has  afforded  him. 
design,  many  have  already  been  cheated  These  are  no  imaginary  evils— no 
of  their  money.  Secondly,  having  at-  merely  supposititious  cases — the  several 
tended,  he  must  procure  another  *' order"  obstacles  to  payment  above  enumerated 
from  the  coroner  for  the  sum  to  which  having  actually  occurred,  and  having 
he  is  entitled.  It  might,  indeed,  be  been  brought  within  our  cognizance  by 
supposed  that  no  risk  could  be  incurred  the  complaints  of  correspondents.  There 
here,  if  the  preliminary  step  bad  been  arc  numerous  instances  in  which  medi- 
attended  to ;  but  not  so, — the  coroner  cal  men  have  been  fain  to  go  with- 
may  demur ;  and  in  various  instances  out  their  fee,  after  having  been  put  to 
has  done  so.  True  there  is  redress —  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  But  however 
most  satisfactory  redress ;  for  we  are  harassing  and  vexatious  this  may  be,  no 
told  by  the  honourable  authority  above  one  has  hitherto  been  provoked  into  the 
alluded  to,  that  the  party  aggrieved  has  imprudence  of  going  to  law  for  so 
only  to  bring  an  action  in  the  Court  of  small  a  sum. 

King's  Bench  against  the  recusant  Now  these  considerations  have  cer- 
coroner.  Oh,  most  happy  device ! —  tainly  altered  our  opinion  of  the  practi- 
— -most  profitable  pastime ! — bring  an  cal  benefits  to  our  profession  likely  to 
action  to  recover  an  "order"  for  the  result  from  "  The  Medical  Witnesses* 
simi  of  one  pound  sterling;  which  Act;"  and  we  have  freely  given  ex- 
order,  when  procured,  if  procured,  pression  to  those  misgivings.  But 
isay  or  may  not  be  honoured !  And  we  were  not  prepared  for  the  indirect 
admission  of  its  failure  which  our  re- 

•  A  LetUr  from  an  Orer«eernf  Saint  Pancras-     i      /•     a\.     /^         _  r*!  •      i        r    « 

to  T-  Wakley,  i'-q.  M.P.,  Editor  of  the  Lancet;  "larks  (ni  the  GazETTE  of  this  day  fort^ 

jjpeitof  the  ui,ju»ii«ubie  Attack  made  upon  the  „jg|,t\  jj^ve  drawn  from  the  profound 

Overseen  of  Saint  Pancras,  for  exposing  hifi  la-  '^     '                    ,                  ,              '       ,        ^ 

••cicot  attempt  *'  To  provide  for  the  attendance  and  upright  legislator,  with  whom  it  ori- 

— '  rennneration  of  Medical  Witnesses  at  Coro-  i^.          •           r     i       »                        » 

loquesu.'*   Louduu,  it<d<>.  guiatcd.  CoUbClOUSOI  whsLlUa&o^^xxTica 
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to  many  of  those  who  have  attempted  tution  of  his  pages  to  the  YileKt  pur* 
to  recover  under  his  act,  and  anticipat-  poses,  we  farther  besought  the  favourm- 
in^  what  is  to  follow,  he  puts  forth  the  hie  opinion  of  the  profession  towards  him, 
cool  and  deliberate  falsehood  that  we  as  one  who,  in  this  instance  at  least, 
have  instigated  overseers  not  to  pay  the  had  done  his  best  to  lay  them  under 
fee  ;  and  follows  this  up  with  another  obligation.     And    so  highly  was  this 
assertion,  equally  mendacious — namely,  poor  compliment  of  ours  appreciated  by 
the  fifty-times  repeated  tale  that  it  is  our  our  contemporary,  that  it  was  straight- 
hatred  of   general  practitioners   which  way  transferred  to  his  pages   through 
has  made  us  do  so.    The  latter  assertion  the  medium  of  an  anonymous  letter— 
is  an  old  trick  of  Wakley's,  which  does  evidently  written  by  himself,   ' 
not  require  exposure  ;  as  to  the  former.        We  cannot  close  this  article  without 
we  have  merely  to  refer,  in  proof  of  its  alluding,  in  terms  of  indignation,  to 
falsehood,  to  the  articles  upon  the  sub-  the  scandal  of  seeing  an  adventurer,  to 
ject  which  have  appeared  in  our  pages,  whom    accidental  circumstances,  at  a 
But  further :    the   honourable  member  moment  of  political  excitement,  gave  a 
knows  well,  that  even  if  disposed  to  in-  seat  in   the   legislature,  endeavouring 
jure  his  Bill  in  the  estimation  of  over-  to    convert    this    event,    by    indirect 
seers,  such    proceeding    on    our   part  means,  to  the  purposes  of  private  gain, 
would  have  been  entirely  one  of  supere-  Not  content  with  childish  and  eternal 
rogation ;   the  letter  above  alluded  to,  references  to    his   own    parliamentaiy 
from    an   overseer  of  St.   Pancras,  in  career — heedlesa  of  its  notorious  failure 
which  he  is  set  at  defiance,  and  his  Act  and  iiviignificance — he  attempts  to  pro- 
held   up   to    **  ridicule  and    derision,"  cure  purchasers  for  his  journal  by  hold- 
having    been    printed   and    circulated  ing  out  his  own  *'  act,*'  in  terrtfrem^ 
nearly  three  months  ago  !  over  the  medical  profession.    He  pub- 
That  Mr.  Wakley  had  chiefly  in  view  lishes  lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
his  own  glorification  when  he  penned  and  then  appends  as  a  standing  notifi- 
the  Act,  his  sickening    and  merciless  cation,  that  the  enactments  of  the  Medi- 
iteration  of    '*  our    parliamentary    la-  cal  Witnesses'  Bill  render  it  impossible 
hours"  clearly  proves ;  but  that  he  also  for  practitioners  to  neglect  the  subject, 
intended  to  confer  a  boon  upon  general  **  without  exposing  themselves  to  the  risk 
practitioners,  who  must  be  principally  o/  irretrievable  ruin  and  professional 
called  upon  as  witnesses,  we   nothing  degradation,^^ 

doubt.      It  was  on  the  latter  account        Thus,  then,  it  stands : — ^if  the  practi- 

that  we  encouraged  the  measure,  and  tioner  does  not  obey  the  summons  of 

exerted   ourselves  in  its  favour.    The  the  coroner,  he  has  the  certainty  of  bc- 

importance  attached  to  our  co-operation  in^  fined  6/. ;  if  he  does  obpy  it,  he  has 

by  the  honourable  member  for   Fins-  achance  of  getting  an  order  for  a  guinea, 

bury,  is  proved  by  this  --that  he  sent  ^hich  he  is  at  liberty  to  recover— if  be 

us  the  Act  in  slips  from  the  Lancet  can ;  but  if  he  has  not  purchased  Lan^ 

Office  before  it  was  publishid,  so  as  to  cets  enough  to  enable  him  to  make  a 

secure  its  appearance    in   the    Mkdi-  good  figure  in  the  court,  then  is  he  cx- 

CAL    Gazette    a    week    earlier    than  jh^j  to  "  irretrievable  ruin."  Such  aie 

could   otherwise    have    been  the   case  the  obligations  conferred  on  the  medical 

(viz.  August  20,  1836).     Again  :  unin-  profession  by  the  legislation  of  Thomas 

fluenced    as  we  ever   have    been  by  Wakley,  M.P.  for  the  district  of  Fins, 

personal  hostility,  and    preferring   to  hury!! 
foi^et  for  a  moment  the  habitual  prosti-  — 
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CLINICAL  LECTURE,  day— a  difference  of  time  which  enables  as 

^  ,.       ,      «    ^        •    »r     .    .    *r       .  to  form  a  correct  diagnosis.    The  diagnosis 

DeUwendat  Si.  George t  H^qntal,  ^<member  between  measles   and    scarlet    fever,  al- 

25,  1836,  though  sufficiently   plain   in  general,  is 

By  Dr.  Seymour.  sometimes  very  obscure.     The  eruption  is 

....  generally  efflorescent,  and  not  raised  in 

FETER.  ^^®  semi-circular  form  in  which  it  occurs 

I  .POKB  at  our  Ust  meeting  of  those  cMes  1?  "?ffe A°.»'*'^i*'?"  -^  J'^^f^t  J' 

«f  feter  which  hkd  been  token  in  a  few  ti",??!^!?'! '""'"'*?lr'*  '  Ti!^"!?,': 

d«T«  before,  ud  which  were  under  my  J°  *^*  ^j'^u^'^t*'  °f  »•>«  complamt.  the 

fjt.    AU  Ui«M  ewes  are  convalescent.  ^H"  °I '"'1^''!,''''  "  "p'""' J?  P"; 

portion   to    the    degree    of   seventy    of 

SCARLATINA.  the  sore  throat    In  general  the  tonsils 

There  was  one  case  of  fever,  however,  are  swollen,  and  of  a  bright  scarlet  colour. 

whidi  differed  from  the  others,  and  of  About  the   second    day    there  begin  to 

which  I  will  endeavour  to  speak  to-day—  appear  slight  eminences,  which  sometimes 

nore  especially,  because  it  is  a  disease  coalesce,  forming  sloughs.  If  they  coalesce 

at  pieaeat  very  rife  in  London,  and  the  early,   and  th6  sloughs  are  ash-coloured, 

treatment  of  which  is  of  very  great  im-  the  'disease  is  extremely  dangerous ;  the 

portance.      I  allude  to  ioartatina,  or  tcarlet  impression  made  on  the  nervous  system  is 

/ccer,  as  it  is  called.  so  great,  that  the  patient  dies  on  the  2d, 

A  case  of  this  disease  was  taken  in  on  3d,  or  4th  day  of  the  eruption.     Indeed,  it 

Wednesday  week,  and  is  in  York  ward,  was  the  death  of  patients  under  this  com- 

It  oecorred  in  a  youth  named  Charles  plaint  having  been  of  a  more  than  usually 

Turner,  et.  about  SO.  It  is  a  very  mode-  appalling  character,  which  gave  rise  to 

iRte  case  of  the   complaint,   so    far  as  the  great  efforts  made  by  the  profession 

the  argent  symptoms  are  concerned;  at  generally  to  treat  it.    It  was  not,  how- 

tlie  same  time,  it  is  better  to  take  one  ever,    known  to  the  ancient  physicians, 

of  these  ordinary  cases,  and  explain  the  but   described    by  Huxham,   and    great 

aeddental  circumstances  which  arise  dur-  attention  called  to  the  severe  epidemic 

ing  its  progress,  than  to  take  a  very  severe  which   occurred  in   1747.     In  that  epi. 

case,  such  as  yon  may  not  see  again  for  a  demic,  two  sons  of  the  Right  Honourable 

great  length  of  time.     This  man's  case  is  —  Pelham,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

called  tearhtina  anginota,  Nosologists  have  ouer,  died  within  an  hour  on  the  same 

divided  scarlatina  into  S.  nmpiex^  S,  angi'  aay.  Of  course  such  an  event,  particularly 

MM,  and  S.  maligna.    The  latter  is  Vie  in   the  higher  classes  of  society,  was  a 

same  disease  as  the  ulcerated  sore  throat  of  subject  of  great  excitement    I  suppose 

Hnxham  and  Plenciz,   and  one  of  the  that  similar  accidents  happened  frequently 

most  fatal    diseases    with    which  I  am  in  the  course  of  that  epidemic.    In  conse- 

aeqnainted.    This,  however,  is  an  unusual  qucnce  of  this,  physicians  began  to  investi- 

fofm  of  the  disease;  whereas,  the  other  gate  the  subject,  and  Dr.  Fothergill  pro- 

species  is   very   common.    The  circum.  duced  a  work  on  Ulcerated  Sore  Throat. 

stanees    which    accompany    the    disease  In  the  case  which  we  are  considering,  the 

make  it  of  great  importance,  in  a  practical  throat   early    became    violently  affected. 

pmnt  of  view,  to  attend  to  the  eruption  There  appears  to  be  a  sympatnetic  effect 

with  which  it  ordinarily  begins.  on  the  nervous  system,  and  patients  are 

I  shoold  tell    you  that   people  have  destroyed  very  rapidly.     A  boy,  to  my 

mot  an  odd  notion  into  their  heads ;  they  knowledge,    may  be    perfectly   well    on 

iaagine    that   scarlatina   means    some-  Thursday,  and    dead    on  the  following 

thing  dse  than  scarlet  fever.      This,  it  Saturday  morning. 

is  said,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  late        This  patient  was  attacked  on   Sunday 

Sir   Walter    Farqnhar,    who,    to    calm  night   with  vomiting,  rigors,  and   pain 

the  fears  of    people,  when  it  prevailed  in  the  back — commonly  preceding  symp- 

to  a  great  extent,  said  that  it  was  only  toms;  and  on  the  Wednesday  morning, 

•earhitiiia,  and  by  using  this  diminutive,  leaving  Monday  and    Tuesday  clear,  he 

they    thought    it  was    another    disease,  first  observed  red  efflorescences  on  the  skin ; 

whereas  scarlatina  is  only  the  Latin  name  probably  they   came  out  a  little  earlier, 

for  all  the  varieties  of  the  complaint  but  were  not  perceived.    He  had  a  blister 

The  eruption  almost  always  comes  out  applied  to  the  exterior  of  the  fauces,  which 

OR  the  second  day  of  the  disease,  but  I  beg  you  to  observe  is,  for  reasons  I  will 

sometimes  not  until  the  third.    In  the  presently  explain,  very  bad  practice.    The 

present  case,  two  full  days  elapsed  before  blister,  however,  relieved  the  swelling,  and 

dw   eruption  appeared.       This   contra-  in  this  instance  did  no  harm.    The  whole 

distinguishes  it  from  measles,  in  which  the  of  the  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  throat 

craption  never  comes  out  before  the  fourth  became  of  a  scarlet-red  colour,  and  there 
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fvas  some  pain  on  inspiration  referred  to  I  should  saj  something  respecting  nr- 

the  scrobiculis  cordis.     The  skin,  when  I  gles.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  seldom  Uiit 

saw  him,  was  moist,  an  unasaal  circnm-  a  patient  can  gargle  the  throat  at  all,  a*d 

stance ;  the  pulse  was  1 10,  and  not  weak;  then  the  simple  inhalation  of  the  steam  of 

and  the  bowels  had  been  opened  by  medi-  hot  water  is  the  only  thing  to  which  yoa 

cine.  can  have  recourse.      If  the  patient  can 

I  mentioned  that  the  application  of  swallow  warm  bread  and  milk,  it  acts  as 
a  blister  is  always  bad  practice,  and  for  a  fomentation  :  the  best  gargle  yon  can 
this  reason,  that  there  is  a  great  degree  of  employ  is  hot  barley- water.  Do  not  begin 
irritation  about  the  mouth  and  throat,  in  scarlatina  with  an  astringent  gargle, for 
and  sometimes  a  blister  acts  as  a  direct  I  have  seen  very  serious  effects  arise  from 
stimulant,  unless  other  remedies  be  used,  it;  the  throat  has  become  more  inflamed, 
and  constant  fomentation.  In  hospital  the  patient  a  great  deal  more  distressed, 
practice  this  is  doubly  unjustifiable,  because  and  the  practitioner,  I  remember,  in  one 
erysipelas  is  apt  to  come  on.  There  was  a  instance  was  turned  out.  Commence  with 
nurse  in  the  hospital  not  long  ago,  in  applying  warmth  as  much  as  you  can  to 
whom  this  accident  occurred,  and  she  the  throat,  which  relieves  the  swelling  of 
was  in  a  very  dangerous  state.  After  the  the  tonsils,  and  in  the  course  of  time  the 
scarlet  fever  was  over,  she  nearly  died  disease  will  go  away.  Yon  must  keep  the 
from  the  irritation  of  a  blister  inducing  bowels  open  by  a  saline  powder,  and  place 
erysipelas.  Where  you  think  counter-  on  the  patient's  tongue,  at  first  every  night, 
irritation  useful,  a  mustard  poultice  ap-  and  in  a  short  time  every  other  night,  two 
plied  just  long  enough  to  excite  redness,  grains  of  calomel  with  sugar.  Tms,  with 
will  be  sufficient,  and  is  often  very  benefi-  simple  gargles,  is  almost  all  that  is  re- 
cial.  But  in  general,  where  the  fauces  quired  in  ordinary  cases, 
are  much  inflamed  and  swollen,  the  appli-  But  the  disease  sometimes  does  not  stop 
cation  of  leeches  to  the  throat  is  the  most  here ;  and  you  must  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
effectual  practice.  In  fact,  your  attention  most  dangerous  sequela)  in  scarlatina  oc* 
is  directed,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  com-  cur  after  a  mild  rather  than  a  severe  emp- 
plaint,  to  diminish  the  heat  of  the  skin,  tion.  These  sequelas  are  of  various  kinds, 
which  is  excessive,  and  to  reduce  the  Sometimes  inflammation  of  a  serous  mem- 
swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  fauces,  brane  takes  place,  more  especially  of  the 
If  the  neat  of  the  skin  be  steadily  above  pleura  and  pericardium.  I  have  seen  a 
the  natural  temperature — and  I  should  patient  come  into  the  hospital  with  the 
observe  that  in  this  disease  it  is  more  secondary  affection,  and  I  have  seen  two 
commonly  above  the  natural  standard  than  quarts  of  matter  taken  from  the  pleura 
in  any  other  febrile  affection  known  in  after  death,  in  consequence  of  inflamma- 
this  country,  being  frequently  KM*'  Fah. ;  tory  action  having  been  set  up  there  subse- 
and  if  the  eruption  be  full  and  red  —  quently  to  the  decline  of  the  original  dis- 
the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  is  to  put  ease.  I  have  known  two  cases  in  private 
the  patient  into  a  shower  bath,  or  into  a  life,  where  children  died  from  inflamma- 
tub  of  cold  water—cold  affusion.  But  in  tion  of  the  pericardium,  after  they  ap- 
private  life  people  will  not  submit  to  this;  pcared  to  be  safe.  Inflammatory  symp- 
they  are  greatly  alarmed  by  it,  and  there-  toms  will  sometimes  take  place  in  the  se- 
fore  the  next  best  thing  is  to  wash  the  rous  membrane  of  the  bowels ;  but  this  is 
body  over  with  vinegar  and  water.      This  not  very  common. 

may  be  done  several  times  a  day,  and  the  Another  case  which  occurs  after  the  sub- 
effect  is,  to  diminish  the  heat  of  the  skin,  sidence  of  scarlatina  is  the  swelling  of  the 
The  next,  point  is  to  get  the  bowels  freely  parotid  and  submaxillary  glands.  This 
opened,  and  to  diminish  the  inflammation,  frequently  occurs,  likewise,  towards  the 
It  is  seldom  that  blood-letting  is  neces-  end  of  continued  fever,  and  has  been 
sary ;  but  if  the  symptoms  are  very  violent  looked  upon  as  critical,  as  ending  the  com- 
in  the  early  part  of  the  case— if  the  skin  be  plaint.  If  the  parts  slough,  wni^  they 
hot,  and  the  eruption  has  already  come  rarely  do,  it  ends  the  case  very  de- 
out— there  can  be  no  objection  to  taking  cidedly ;  but  if  this  symptom  disappears, 
blood  from  the  arm,  though  it  is  not  often  it  is  generally  considered  as  not  disadvan- 
necessary.  tageous.    I  do  not  know  whether  this  can 

With  regard  to  getting  the  bowels  open,  be  said  to  be  the  case  in  scarlatina, 

swallowing  is  always  a  matter  of  great  The  patient  whose  case  is  before  ns  was 

difficulty,  but  the  object  may  be  effected  admitted  on  the  9th,  and  I  ordered  two 

by  putting  a  couple  of  grains  of  calomel  grains  of  calomel,  and  two  grains  of  sugar, 

on  the  tongue  every  four  or  six  hours,  and  to  be  placed  on  the  tongue  every  six  hours, 

exhibiting,  as  soon  as  p<i«sible,  twodrachms  and  two  drachms  of  sulphate  of  magnesia 

of  sulph.  magnesia  in  an  infusion  of  roses,  to  be  given  in  an  infusion  of  roses  twice  a 

In  most  cases  this  is  sufficient.  day.    On  the  11  th  the  eruption  declined 
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imfiidly,  and  the  pulse  was  only  80.    On  imniediatelr  sncceeding  the  fever.    As  this 

the  14Ui  the  disease  entirely  disappeared,  occurrence  is  not  very  common,  I  am  in- 

Nothing  conld  be  more  easy  than  this,  clined  to  think  that  there  is,  as  I  have 

But  thongh  the  scarlatina  haH  disappear-  said,  a  mixture  of  the  diseases,  so  that 

edy  the  case  was  by  no  means  satisfactory  scarlatina  is  more  likely  to  be  followed  by 

as  to  the  state  of  the  patient.    He  was  a  swelling  of  the  glands  than  in  an  ordi- 

getthig  np  his  appetite,  and  so  far  things  nary  epidemic.    Our  patient  has  got  quite 

weienivonrable;  but  the  time  had  not  yet  well  of  this,  but  I  still  fear  lest  dropsy 

dapsed  at  the  end  of  which  he  might  be  should  come  on. 

ooBsideied  safe.  From  the  18th  to  the  This  leads  me  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
S3d  day  of  the  disease 'dropsy  frequently  the  effusion  which  takes  place  in  this  af- 
aupetrenes,  or  an  effusion  into  one  of  the  fection.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  Dr.  Fo- 
iiitiemal  cavities  of  the  body :  this  is  said  thergplPs  work  on  Angina  Maligna,  the  dis. 
to  ooimr  most  frequently — I  do  not  know  ease  which  attracted  so  much  attention  in 
bow  Iraly-— where  the  desquamation  of  the  1717,  no  one  case  is  stated  to  have  termi* 
eaticle  is  slow.  The  ordinary  form  of  the  nated  in  dropsy.  In  every  case  which  I 
disease  terminates  by  the  cuticle  more  or  have  seen  of  dropsy  after  scarlatina,  the 
less  separating;  and  it  is  said  that  dropsy  latter  has  been  mili  A  case  occurred  in 
ooears  most  mquently  before  it  separates :  this  hospital  some  years  ago,  of  a  woman 
I  am  not  sure,  however,  that  this  is  a  just  who  had  a  still  milder  case  than  the  pre- 
observation.  On  the  16th  there  was  heat  sent.  She  had  been  well  of  the  complaint 
of  skin,  the  face  was  very  red,  the  pnlse  more  than  a  week,  and  was  merely  kept  in 
ICO,  and  he  complained  of  much  pain  in  as  a  matter  of  precantion.  Sudden  effn- 
the  back,  particularly  in  the  region  of  the  sion  took  place  into  the  brain  ;  she  was 
kidners.  The  urine  which  he  made  was  bled ;  a  blister  was  put  on  the  top  of  the 
ezoeeaingly  small  in  quantity,  and  very  head,  and  kept  open  by  mercurial  oint- 
mncfa  loaded.  I  was  exceedingly  alarmed  ment,  calomel  and  diuretics  being  given  at 
lest  dropsy  should  supervene,  and  I  had  the  same  time.  She  was  treated  briskly 
him  immediately  blea  to  twelve  ounces,  antiphlogistically,  and  recovered.  The 
and  gave  him  a  sufficient  quantity  of  su-  effusions  which  succeed  scarlatina  are  ge- 
pertartrate  of  potass  to  open  his  bowels  nerally  more  troublesome  than  those  which 
fteely.  InBtead,however,  of  this  occurring,  occur  in  ordinary  diseases,  or  are  the  re* 
as  I  was  afraid  it  would,  the  parotid  suit  of  other  affections.  I  saw  some  years 
glands  on  the  left  side  swelled  considera-  ago,  the  case  of  a  child  in  Regent's  Park 
Ely,  and  likewise  the  submaxillary  glands,  with  scarlatina.  The  case  was  mild,  and 
Antiphlogistic  treatment  was  used  to  get  the  child  recovered.  There  were  two 
rid  of  this  condition:  leeches  were  applied,  other  children,  and  they  were  sent  into 
then  an  evaporating  lotion,  and  the  bowels  the  country,  and  the  house  painted  from 
were  kept  steadily  open.  Under  these  top  to  bottom.  At  the  expiration  of  two 
means  this  has  disappeared :  the  patient  months  they  returned,  and  ten  days  after* 
still  made  little  water,  however,  and  I  wards,  which  is  about  the  period  of  the  dis- 
was  afraid  lest  dropsy  might  supervene;  ease  lying  dormant,  they  buth  took  the  com- 
I  therefore  kept  him  upon  diuretic  medi-  plaint.  One  ofthem  was  five  years  old.  The 
cines,  and  ordered  him  a  nitre  draught,  case  was  mild,  and  the  eruption  passed  off. 
consisting  of  fifteen  grains  of  nitrate  of  Suddenly,  on  the  eighteenth  day,  dropsy 
potassa  in  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  mint  came  on,  and  there  was  anasarca,  to  a 
water,  with  a  drachm  of  spirits  of  nitric  greater  extent  than  I  ever  saw  it  in  any 
SPther,  and  twenty  drops  of  tincture  of  other  individual.  The  eyes  were  per- 
sqnills.  His  urine  was  still  loaded,  and  fectly  closed,  and  I  should  compare  it  to  a 
depositing  a  sediment.  To-day  his  tongue  blown-up  pillow-case :  there  was  no  ap- 
is clear,  and  getting  better.  This  is  a  pearance  of  a  child.  This  shews  that  it 
good  and  instructive  case  as  to  what  may  is  no  trifle  where  it  does  occur  ;  but 
oocnr  in  what  was  originally  a  very  mild  happily,  from  the  treatment  pursued, 
Ibrm  of  the' disease.  dropsy  docs  not  very  frequently  appear. 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  there  Writers  have  laid  too  little  stress  on  this 
is  in  the  present  epidemic  a  mixture  of  subject.  The  best  description  of  dropsy 
disease  of  the  parotid  glands  with  scarla-  supervening  on  scarlet  fever  was  in  a  work 
tina.  I  was  called  to  see  a  gentleman  last  published  by  Plenciz,  a  German  physician ; 
week  at  a  large  school,  who  had  scar-  and  this  was  afterwards  improved  by  Dr. 
latina ;  and  since  he  has  had  this  com-  Wells,  in  a  paper  published  in  the  Trans* 
plaint,  a  number  of  the  boys  have  had  actions  of  a  society  for  the  Improvement 
mamps — a  swelling  of  the  parotid  glands,  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Knowledge.  I 
I  liave  seen  another  case,  where  two  chil-  recommend  you  to  read  that  paper. 
dren  wera  ill,  one  with  scarlatina,  and  the  It  not  un frequently  happens  that  effu- 
otiier  with  a  swelling  of  the  jNirotid  glands,  sion  takes  place  into  the  brain,  sometimes 
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into  the  belly,  bot  most  freqaently  into  chiMrm  in  Italy  labouriiiff  under  0eMict 

the  celiular  membrane,  and  thus  causes  ferer.    I  ordered  the  windows  to  be  left 

anasarca.  open,    and  cold  water   applied,    in  the 

A  g^reat  many  questions  have  arisen  as  month  of    NoTcmber.     The    effect    wu 

to  how  this  particular  complaint  is  to  be  astonishing  to  some  medic^  men.    Tbt 

treated  when  it  succeeds  an  eraptive  dis-  patients  recovered  perfectly,  and  no  oa- 

ease.    It  is  supposed  that  It  is  the  result  ftvonrable    symptoms    took    place*     Ja 

of  debility,  and  some  assert  that  more  die  fact,   dropsy,  I    beliere,  will  not  occur 

of  this  than  of  the  original  complaint,  where  the  inflammatory  sYmptoms  of  the 

Some  think  that  it  has  become  less  fktal  in  disease  have  been  treated  auring  the  eom- 

conieauence  of  less  stimulants  being  em-  plaint.     Besides,  there  is  another  con* 

ployea;.  and  most  modem  writer»  agree  on  sideration.    Almost  all  eruptive  diseases, 

this  point    Purging  has  been  frequently  if  left  to  themselves,  terminate  by  diar^ 

employed  in  thecourseofthecomplaint,and  rhoea ;  and  if  this  is  kept  np  by  medidae 

even  venesection  under  some  circumstances,  towards  the  end  of  the  complaint,  all 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  have  cever  seen  goes  well.    But  if  patients  are  not  ponedi 

a  case  in  which  stimulation  has  succeeded,  and  diarrhoea  does  not  come  on,  then  it  is 

Where  the  inflammatory  symptoms  run  reasonable  to  imagine  that  (be  vessels  will 

high,  and  there  is  great  heat  of  skin,  the  pour  out  fluid  into  the  different  cavities 

best  plan  is,  if  the  child  be  not  broken  of  the  body.    You  are  therefore  to  attend 

down,  to  take  blood  from  the  arm,  and  throughout  the  whole  course  of  scarlatiat 

subsequently  to  use  those  diuretic  mcdi.  to  keeping  the  bowels  freely  open ;  and 

cines  which  act  strongly  on  the  bowels —  where  the  inflammation  runs  high,  it  is  to 

saline  medicines,  with   mercury.    If  the  be  treated  like  any  other  inflammatory 

disease  has  actually  become  established,  disease.    The  severe  form  of  the  disease, 

and  the  child  is  weakly,  recourse  may  be  although  not  common,  is  an  inflammatory 

had  to  some  of  those  medicines  which  act  disease,  and  is  not    followed    by  those 

on  the  kidneys :    pyrola  umbellata,  joined  sequelaa  which  occur  in  the  milder  form 

with    saline    medicines,   appears    to  be  of  the  complaint 

the  most  beneficial.  I  have  seen  the  exhi-  But  there  are  cases  of  scarlatina  in  which 
bition  of  liquor  potasssB  followed  with  it  becomes  necessary  to  stimulate  the  pa- 
great  success  in  cases  where  the  urine  was  tient  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  dis- 
much  loaded  :  a  tea-spoonful  may  be  given  ease,  and  in  which  absolutely  there  ap- 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  in  milk ;  in  ge-  pears  to  be  no  inflammatory  condition, 
neral  it  has  produced  diuresis.  The  admi-  The  patient  is  taken  very  ill,  and  an  ulcer 
nistration  of  bitters,  with  diuretics — such  forms  on  one  or  both  tonsils,  which  is 
as  an  infusion  of  gentian  and  of  digitalis —  ash-coloured,  and  the  breath  is  so  offen- 
is  a  favourable  mode  of  proceeding  in  some  sive  that  you  cannot  bear  to  approach 
cases  The  Germans  are  of  opinion  that  him.  The  inflammation  creeps  down  the 
an  infusion  of  broom-tops  is  better  adapt-  windpipe,  and  the  patient  dies.  At  other 
ed  to  this  form  of  disease.  I  believe,  times  the  inflammation  is  of  so  fatal  a 
however,  that  dropsy  rarely  takes  place  character,  that  the  nervous  system  becomes 
where  the  patient  has  been  properly  afiected  sympathetically,  and  in  that  way 
purged.  In  Dr.  Hamilton's  work  on  Pur-  the  patient  dies, — just  as  a  malignant  dis- 
gative  Medicines,  you  will  find  an  account  ease  at  a  distance  produces  death  under 
of  an  epidemic  scarlet  fever  which  raged  other  circumstances.  You  are  to  bear  in 
at  Edinburgh  in  his  time ;  and  in  that  mind,  that  the  mild  form  of  the  disease 
«  epidemic,  after  the  bovs  had  appeared  to  in  one  patient  may  produce  a  severe  kind 
recover  for  two  or  three  days,  effusion  in  another.  Some  years  ago,  I  was  called 
took  place  into  the  different  cavities  of  to  see  a  child,  over  Westminster  Bridge : 
the  body.  This  led  him  to  be  careful  in  it  was  then  at  the  breast,  and  laboured 
examining  the  reason,  and  he  found  that  under  scarlet  fever.  Nothing  could  be 
by  purging  freely  as  soon  as  the  patients  more  mild  than  the  complaint  There  was 
became  convalestent,  no  other  cases  oc-  a  little  efflorescence,  ana  a  little  difficulty 
curred  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  in  sucking,  but  it  soon  passed  off.  Eight 
epidemic.  Foreigners,  particularly  the  or  ten  days  afterwards,  the  mother  was 
French  and  Italians,  never  think  of  em-  attacked  with  rigors ;  voimting  and  head- 
ploying  cold  affusion.  When  a  patient  ache  came  on ;  and  this  was  followed  by 
has  scarlet  fever,  he  is  shut  np  in  a  room,  great  prostration  of  strength.  A  purple 
and  ordered  to  be  kept  in  that  state  forty  eruption  came  out  on  the  legs,  and  she 
days :  not  an  atom  of  air  is  allowed  to  was  much  depressed.  The  Uiroat  was 
enter ;  and  if  the  patient  then  has  no  ana-  dreadfully  ulcerated,  so  that  the  mouth 
sarca,  he  is  considered  to  be  safe.  It  is  could  scarcely  be  opened,  and  the  smell 
almost  like  treating  a  person  after  the  was  hardly  support  able.  The  patient  was 
plague.    Many  years  ago,  I  attended  two  ordered  three  or   fbur    grains  of  sulph. 
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qainine,  diMoWed  in  as  little  water  as  pos-  gout. 

dble,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  swal-  One  of  the  gouty  patients  has  had  a 

lowing,  to  be  taken  eyery  three  or  four  gij^ht  return  o?  the  affccUou,  but,  upon 

bonn,  and  as  much  wine  as  could  be  got  ^^e  ^j,ole,  the  case  is  doing  well.    The 

down:  indeed  she  c».uld  not  have  swal-  ^^^  other  patients  are  ready  to  go  out 

lowed  a  great  quantity.    The  woman  was  whenever  I  think  proper.   I  have  no  doubt 

by  this  means  raised  up  from  her^tate  of  ^h^t  the  slight  return  will  be  removed  by 

depression,  and  eventually  recovered.     I  ^^  g^me  means  as  before. 
nave  no  doobt  that  such  cases  may  occa- 

sionally  occur.    Ammonia  has  been  re-  epilepsy. 

<»mm«idednnderthesecireumstances,but  j        y^^^  in  ^  farmer  lecture,  of  two 

the  difficnlt?  is  to  administer  it.    There  is  ^^^g  ^^  epilepsy :  one  case  was  attributed 

noquestionbutthatthoughscarlatinaisan  ^  a  fall,  and  a  seton  was  placed  in   the 

inflammator;  disease,  yet  <«ses  do  occur  ^^^,1,      gince  that  time  the  patient  has 

where  there  is  no  inflammation,  and  the  h^d  one  fit,  but  it  is  now  several  weeks 

impreasion  on   the  nervous  system  is  bo  ^^        ^^j  j,g  jg       j^     ^o  be  dismissed. 

Tiolent,  that,  if  stimulants  be  not  applied,  j^e  other  is  the  case  of  the  boy  who  has 

the  p^ent  will  die  dunng  the  progress  of  epilepsv  once  a  month.    We  have  verified 

the  complaint.      Cases    however,   some-  ^^iis  by' the  case ;  because  I  kept  him  in. 


tl^rof  qainine  and  wine  was  given,  which  jj^^ee  times  a  day,  as  he  approached  the 
cured  tbecomplaint;  erysipelas  then  came  ^iod  when  he  expected  to  have  a  fit. 
on;  Ac  same  remedy  was  used  for  the  Whether  it  will  come  on.  I  cannot  say; 
aeerad  diseas^  and  the  patient  recovered.  ^^^  ^^0  charm  is  destroyed,  for  the  period 
With  regard  to  the  contagious  nature  of  ^as  passed  by  two  or  three  days,  and  con- 
scariatina,  I  apprehend  there  can  be  no  gequently  we  may  hope  that  the  chain  of 
lortofdoubtonthatquesuon.  You  will  ^^^^-^^^  is  broken  which  coastituted  the 
fteonenUy  be  consulted  on  this  subject,  disease.  I  mentioned  that  the  best  way 
and  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  ^.„„,d  ^e  to  put  him  on  arsenic,  and  so  far 
know  how  to  reply.  It  is  believed  m  the  ^g  ^^e  case  has  gone  it  appears  to  be  suc- 
profession  (and  I  entertain  the  same  opi-  c^ggfui, 
nion),  that  a  patient  labouring  under  scar- 
latina, however  modified,  may  spread  the  

disease  to  another  person  at  any  time  with-  r  pnpnF>Q  woqptt  a  t 

in  a  month  fh)m  the  period  of  attack.  ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 

Consequently  a  boy  should  not  be  returned  ■ 

to  school,  or  plac^  with  other  children,  ^       r  n  •     •         *i.  i/  j     n    •    ^    j 

till  that  i)eriod  has  elapsed.    You  will  re!  ^^^  ^/  ^^'«>«'«5  "'''^  Hyrfrochlartc  Acid. 

member  the  cases  which  I  mentioned  at  Joseph   Goodman,    set.  25,  cabman  at 

Regent's  Park,  where  the  children  were  Chelsea,  admitted,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 

sent  away,  and  the  house  painted  through-  Chambers,  October  31st.    Pulse  58,  small ; 

oat,  and  yet,  upon  their  return,  in  ten  skin  warm;  tongue  much  excoriated,  dry. 

daya  both  the  children  had  the  disease.  He  was  reported  to  have  taken  about 

In  the  great  majority  of  instances  this  lij-  of  hydrochloric  acid  nearly  two  hours 

will  not  take  place :  the  children  might  before  he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital. 

be  retamed,  and  no  one  would  imbibe  the  He    had  vomited    some    dark    greenish 

diaeaae;  but  in  some  instances  they  would,  matter,  which  effervesced  with  carbonate 

and  yon  are  called  upon  to  guaid  against  of  soda.    About  |iij.  of  this  were  then 

aoch  a  circumstance  in  every  possible  way.  administered  to  him,  with  mucilaginous 

Yon  should  not  advise  the  child  to  be  re-  drinks  and  linseed  tea.    He  did  not  him- 

tamed  to  the  society  of  other  children  un-  self  think  that  he  had  actually  swallowed 

til  a  month  has  elapsed  from  the  com-  much  of  the  acid, 

menoement  of  the  complaint  j^  j^a^n.  Ustsa,  gr.  xv. ;  Mucil.  Acacias, 

PUBPURA.  ^^^' »    ^^'    ^^^^^^^*  ^^'  ^^*'  horis. 

.^        .              .     .     /            !>     %^  ^  i  Enema  emoUiens,  6tis  horis. 

ThOTB  ia  a  case  in  the  house  of  what  is  Yi\mdL,  xviij.  gutturi  ct  postea.  Cata- 

tenned  parpiiro.    The  patient  was  with  us  plasma  Lini.  Fotus  abomini.     Fever 

before ;  be  was  reliered,  and  went  out,  but  ^^^^ 
haa  retamed.    The  case  is  in  progress, 

bat  the  patient  is  very  ill.    I  shall  speak  He  vomited  once  or  twice  in  the  courseof 

of  it  at  oar  next  meeting,  and  state  the  the  night  some  dark  matter. 

icaaona  which  induced  me  to  employ  the  November  Ist.— Pulse  180,  rather  sharp ; 

piactice  I  adopted.  bowels  not  open ;  tongue  dry;  complains 
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of  much  soreness  abovt  the  throat  and  edees  of  the  small  branchet  of  the  btom* 

fauces.  cbial  tabes.     In  the  perkardiam  ib«« 

V.  S.  ad  Jxviij.     Enema  Ol.  Ricini.  were  about  Jij.  of  fluid.    The  tongae 

Vcspere  repetantur  Hirud.  xx.  gutturi.  ™«>ch  mflam^  and  enlarged.    The  ' 

Ol.  Ricini,  3i88.  eras  mane.  phagus  was  highly  inflamed;  and  in 

parts  the  mucous  coat  had  slonghed, 

2d.  —  Symptoms    somewhat    relieved ;  In  others  it  was  rather  thickened.    The 

throat  less  sore;  no  sicj^ness;  no  pain  in  coats  of  the  stomach  were  very  highly  ia- 

abdomen.    Pt.  flamed,  and  in  most  parts  haid  tloujped; 

3d.— Pulse  85,  ratber  sharp.    Tongue  and  large  dark  shreds  of  the  slough  wtm 

healing,  not  so  dry.    Throat  very  sore.  hanging  from  its  sides,  especially  aSeattfct 

R  Decoct.  Cydonia,  Jiss.     MeU.  Bo-  Pylorus.    The  inflaimation  hwl  eate^ 

raeis,5J.    M.  ft.  Ga>g.  8«pe  utend.  mto  the  duodenaa,  but  no  sloughmg  bed 

Hirudines  xij.  gutturi.  taken  place  there. 

The  liver,  pancreas,  kidneys,  and  heart, 

4th. — The  sickness  has  returned,  and  he  were  healthy, 
has    vomited     some    dark -green    matter. 

There  is  this  morning  some  slight  pain  in  ___-____^_«.._^_^___ 
epigastriuip  on  pressure. 

Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  ij.  ter  die.  ASSISTANT-SURGEONS  IN  THE 
5th.— Sickness  has  rather  abated,  and  NAVY. 
there  is  scarcely  any  pain  in  the  epigas- 
trium.   Throat  less  sore.     Pt.  MANNEn  in  which  they  ase  xaEATED. 

6th. — His  toni^ue  is  much  swollen,  so  ..i... 

that  he  can  hardly  protrude  it.     He  com-  -„      .     _,             -    - 

plains  of  his  throat  being  very  sore,  with  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUe* 

pain  extending  downwards  to  the  left  side  ^ 

of  his  chest.    There  is  a  slight  erysipela-  ^"'j 

tous  appearance  on  the  nose.  I  think  you  cannot  be  aware  of  the  roan. 

V.  S.  adjxij.    H.  Salinus  c.  V.  Ant.  per  in  which  medical  affairs  are  conducted 

Tart.  3ss.  c.  singulis  Pilulis  sumend.  >"  ^\^  ^^U*  or  your  attenUon  would  long 

ago  have  been  directed  to  the  subject    I 

7th.— Pulse  full,  soft,  frequent,  regular,  am  inclined  to  think  so  from  the  temperate 

Tongue  much  swollen  and  dry ;  has  great  and  straightforward  course  you  have  al- 

difficulty  in   swallowing.    There  is  much  wavs  pursued— giving  praise  where  praise 

pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  with  some  is  due,  and  never  shrinking  from  the  duty 

palpitation  and  giddiness.  There  is  strong  of  exposing  abuses  where  real  abuses  exist 

action   of  the   heart,   but  without  bruit.  It  is  with  this  sense  of  your  impartiality 

He  had  some  shivering  this  morning.  The  that  I  am  induced  to  bring  before  your 

patch  of  pale  erysipelas  on  the  nose  had  notice,  and  that  of  the  medical  profession, 

nearly  disappeared,  but  has  now  returned,  facts  which  I  fear  have  hitherto  been  kept 

Blood  drawn  yesterday  much  inflamed.  too  secret,  and  not  proclaimed  with  that 

C.  C.  rcg.  cordis  ad  Jx.    Decoct  Cydon.  truth  and  publicity  which  their  importance 

Aq.  Ross  aa.  Jiij.  MeU.  Boracis,  Jss.  demands.   Whether  this  supineness  results 

Ft.  Garg.    Rep.  Pil.  et  H.  Salinus.  from  the  aggrieved  party  being  absolutely 

Milk  diet  >o  ashamed  of  their  condition  as  to  prefer 

„-..j^^,                    ,^  privacy,  or  from  other  causes,  I  know  not; 

He  fwnted  after  the  cupping,  but  soon  ^^^  ^^^  jg  certain,  that  no  proper  meant 

afterwards  rallied.    In  the  evening  he  was  ^ave  yet  been  adopted  to  remove  the  grief, 

seized  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  ance,%ither  by  the  actual  sufferers,  or  by 

but  without  much  pain  either  m  the  chest  m,y  other  parties 

or  epigastrium,  and  tiU  the  last  complained  jj^hg  gurjeons  and  assistant- surgeons  of 

on^  of  his  throat.  the  navy  both  labour  under  great  disad- 

He  died  on  the  8th,  about  IJ  a.m.  Tantagw.  and  are  even  now'^far  behind 

PaiMm»rf CTi.— On  opening  the  chest  there  their  brethren  of  the  army ;  but  it  is  to  the 

was  found  in  the  right  cavity  of  the  pleura  condition  of  the  assistant. surgeon  that  I 

about  Oss.  of  serous  fluid,  mixed  with  particularly  wish  to  draw  your  attention, 

blood;  and  in  the  left  about  Oj.  of  the  because  it  is  the  most  glaring  and  most 

fluid,  with  shreds  of  lymph  floating  in  it  degraded.     The  state  of  the  surgeons  is 

There  was  some  inflammation  of  the  la-  tolerable,  nay  respectable,  but  that  of  their 

rynx,  and  this  increased  as  it  descended  assistants  is  altogether  degrading, 

into  the  bronchial  tubes.     The  left  lunff  Those  who  enter  the  navy  are  for  the 

was  much  inflamed  and  condensed,  and  most  part  young  Scotch  physicians,  who, 

pnmlent  matter   exuded    from    the   cut  having  finished  their  education,  enter  the 
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aenricewitb  a  false  idea  of  its  being  aeon-  duties  of  a  naral  officer;  indeed,  in  such 
Tenient  place  for  study,  and  prosecuting  a  case  it  is  indispensable,  for  they  must 
pmctically  their  favourite  sciences  on  fo-  of  necessity  be  separated  from  their  supe- 
reign  shores.  But,  alas!  how  many  un-  nor  officers,  to  keep  up  that  distinction 
fortunate  young  men,  when  too  late,  have  which  a  more  intimate  intercourse  would 
diseoTerea  that  these  notions  were  precon-  destroy;  for,  as  boys,  thev  could  not  ap« 
ceived  and  erroneous — that  their  hopes  predate  such  intimacy  without  losing  that 
were  merely  the  fictions  of  their  own  ar-  awe  which  must  exist  between  the  two; 
dkncy,  and  that  they  have,  heedlessly  and  —but  with  the  assistant-surgeon  it  is 
miad vised,  taken  a  step  totally  inconsist-  quite  otherwise;  he  has  already  gone 
ent  with  their  previous  habits  and  educa-  through  the  drudgery  of  his  own  profes- 
tion.  Such  a  one,  perhaps,  has 'interest"  sion,  and  his  sole  object  now  should  be 
in  the  navy;  he  is  young,  and  full  of  hope  to  retain  what  he  has  acquired,  and  direct 
(not  to  mention  dazzled  by  a  fine  uniform,  it  in  proper  channels ;  and  until  suita- 
which  is  very  natural);  he  has  a  laudable  ble  opportunities  are  afforded  him  to  fur- 
desire  of  vi&iting  distant  shores,  his  pre-  ther  these  objects,  the  naval  service  will 
Tious  education  having  taught  him  to  be-  ever  want,  that  degree  of  medical  skill 
hold  them  with  a  scientific  eye;  he  is  which  her  peculiar  circumstances  demand, 
anxious  to  witness  and  to  investigate  the  After  duly  considering  this  subject,  I  am 
causes  of  natural  phenomena,  the  produc-  convinced  there  is  only  one  remedy  for  the 
tions  of  remote  climates,  both  geological,  evil,  and  until  that  be  adopted  there  can 
zoological,  and  botanical :  all  these  glow,  be  no  hopes  of  improvement  among  this 
ing  inducements  decide  his  doubting  mind,  class  of  officers.  He  should  be  admitted 
He  is  consequently  appointed  to  a  ship;  into  the  gun-room,  and  to  the  society  of 
be  is  no  sooner  embarked  than  his  troubles  its  inmates;  a  claim  to  which  he  is  en- 
commence;  he  is  conducted  to  the  mid-  titled  by  all  the  rights  of  humanity  and 
shipman's  berth, and  learns  that  these  boys  justice — a  claim  which  the  respectability 
are  to  be  his  future  messmates  and  com-  of  his  own  profession  demands — a  claim 
panions,  together  with  a  few  petty  officers,  which  science  calls  aloud  to  be  satisfied ; 
— as  the  coxswain,  carpenter,  &c.;  he  has  and  t  cannot  but  think  that  those  who 
to  sleep  in  public  !-~it  is  a  fact ;  he  has  no  stand  in  the  way  of  its  adoption,  are  ac- 
private  cabin,  though  th6  carpenter  and  cumulating  a  heavy  load  of  responsibility 
others  have  this  convenience.  To  read  is  on  their  own  heads ;  and,  oh !  could 
out  of  the  question  ;  if  he  attempt  it,  his  they  but  see,  in  one  concentrated  view,  the 
books  are  torn  and  otherwise  ill  treated :  dark  train  of  evil  consequences  resulting 
indeed  he  seems  to  be  singled  out  as  an  from  their  apathy,  I  am  sure  they  would 
object  of  degradation  and  contempt.  relent,  and  give  every  aid  to  promote,  ra« 

Now  what  is  the  consequence  of  all  this  ?  ther  than  oppose,  this  measure. 

Why   look  to   the  poor  suffering  officers  I  might  advance  many  arguments  in 

themselves,  and  read  the  melancholy  an-  support  of  this  claim,  and  particularly 

sn-er ;    sec   how  necessity  triumphs  over  dwell  on  that  which  relates  to  the  obsta- 

education  and  all  moral  restraint — how  cles  of  scientific  pursuit,  and  its  conse- 

they  acaui re  the  habits  of  their  associates,  quences;  but  I  know  that  your  time  is 

and  daily  lose  more  and  more  of  their  much  occupied  at  this  crisis  of  medical 

previous  acquirements,  till  at  length  they  science,  in  turning  aside  the  revolutionary 

Decome   unnt  for  promotion.     The  truth  flood  which  is  setting  in,  and  swelled  too, 

must  be  spoken,  sir,  however  painful  the  by  the  efforts  of  her  own  members.     We 

intelligence  may  be;  for  the  surest  way  of  must  acknowledge  that  vou  have  a  task 

coring  a  malady  is  to  ascertain  its  extent,  which  requires  undivided  attention  ;   ne- 

I  need  scarcely  observe  how  the  evil  extends  vertheless,  I  entreat,  in  behalf  of  the  unfor- 

beyond  the  actual  sufferer — ^how  it  impli-  tunate  sons  of  that  profession,  who  are 

eates  the  whole  medical  profession;    for  now  rolling  on  the  sea  under  a  tropical 

surely  no  insult  can  be  offered,  or  degra-  sun,  that  in  the  midst  of  your  exertions 

dation  heaped  upon  any  portion  of  a  pro-  you  will  not  be  unmindful  of  their  suffer- 

fession,  without  its  being  felt,  in   some  lugs;    they  are  scattered   far  and    wide 

shape  or  other,  by  the  whole  brotherhood,  on  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  and  therefore 

Bat  it  is  not  so  much  to  the  personal  in-  cannot  come  before  you  with  clamorous 

conveniences  that  I  allude(which,  in  truth,  complaint :  their  silence  may  be  mistaken 

are  bad  enough),  as  to  the  impolicy,  the  for  contentment  or  resignation,  but  I  fear 

cruelty,  of  placing  these  officers  in  a  situ-  it  is  the  sullenness  of  wounded  pride. 

ation  to  which  they  are  totally  unsuited,  I  remain,  sir, 

both  from  the  nature  of  their  professions  Your  obedient  servant, 

and  the  studious  habits  which  they  have,  W.  M.  B  *  *  *• 

or  ought  to  have.     It  is  all  very  well  for  November  24, 1856. 
boys  who  are  learning  navigation  and  the 
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NERVES  OF  THE  ORBIT, 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  SHAW. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

I  AM  unwilling  your  readers  should  think 
that,  in  noticing  the  error  eommitted  hy 
Mr.  Thumaui,  I  expressed  myself  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
I  was  "  wanting  in  good  feeling."  I  should 
be  very  sorry  if  it  were  considered  that 
I  took  advantage  of  this  gentleman's  hav. 
ing  fallen  into  a  mistake  (of  which,  indeed, 
there  could  be  no  question),  in  order  to 
make  my  observations  more  severe  than 
his  negligence  really  warranted,  or  that  I 
was  actuated  by  any  improper  feeling. 
Permit  me  to  remark,  that  in  deprecating 
mv  supposed  want  of  good  feeling,  Mr. 
Thumam  forgets  that,  by  his  own  careless- 
ness, he  had  laid  himself  open  to  a  worse 
charge  than  T  brought  against  him,  that 
of  wilfully  committing  an  act  of  injustice 
towards  another.  His  last  letter  shews 
how  his  mistake  originated ;  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying,  that  if  I  had 
been  aware  that  thie  early  paper  to  which 
he  referred  did  not  contain  the  views  rela- 
tive to  the  sixth  nerve,  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  our  discussion,  I  should 
have  given  him  the  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumstance, and  have  explained  his  error 
in  such  manner  as  not  to  have  caused  him 
the  least  pain. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Shaw. 

Middlesex  HoApitol  School, 
Not.  28, 1836. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

November  17, 1836. 

John  KImnell,  Leamington  Spa. 

George  Carpenter,  Chippenham,  Wilts. 

Nicholaa  Fundell,  Calllngton. Cornwall. 

George  Augastus  Harrison  Capen,  Castle  Heding* 
ham. 

Maurice  Searle  Barton,  Morlcet  Rosen,  Lincoln- 
shire. 

Isaac  Barnes  Marcott. 

Thomas  Davies,  Hoolcirood,  Surrey. 

Edvrard  Hodges  Crce,  Bridport* 

November  2tth,  1836. 
Samuel  Hiil,  Soutbwarlc. 
Charles  Jones. 

John  Morris,  Shucknall,  Herefordshire. 
Benjnmin  Ward,  Leed*. 
JesMe  Henry  Nesrington,  Trlehurst,  Hnssez. 
Thomas  Cooley,  Aifriston. 
Thomas  Bayiey  Mercer,  Deal,  Kent. 

December  1st,  1836. 
Gnmey  Turner,  Yarmouth. 
John  James  Ibbotson,  NaiTrrton. 


Thomas  ParVin  AIMnsoo,  Kllbam* 
Cornelias  Waddell*  Colchmter. 
Charte*  Robert  English,  Bath. 
John  Chaillce,  London. 
Robert Nathaalcl  Stone,  Bath. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  op  Mortality,  Dee.  8,  18301 


Abffceiis         •       •  2 

Age  snd  Debility  .  22 

Apoplexy      •       •  7 

Asthma         •       •  13 

Cancer           •        .  8 

Chlidblrth     .       .  4 

Consumption        .  48 
Constipation  of  the 

Boweis       .        •  3 

Convulsions         .  22 

Croup    .        •        .  S 
Dentition  orTeethlnip  5 

Dropsy          .        .  IS 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  10 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest    1 

Epilepsy      .       .  2 

Erysipelas    .        •  1 

Fever     .       .       •  5 

Fever.  Scarlet      .  5 

Fever,  Typhus     •  2 

Qout     .       •       •  1 


Raemorrfaaye  •  1 
Heart,  diseased  .  I 
Hernia  .  .  •  I 
Hooping  Co«gh  •  J 
Inflammation  M 

Bowels  A  Mtomach  I 
Langs  and  Pleura  4 
Insanity  •  •  t 
Liver,  diseased  •  8 
Mea!*les  •  .IS 
Mortification  .  S 
Paralysis  •  •  8 
Small-pnx  •  •  7 
Sore  Throat    and 

Quiosey  .  .  I 
Spasms  .  •  I 
Thrush  .  •  I 
Unknonm  Causes       S 

Casualties  .     1^ 


Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  >  ^ 
the  preceding  week  •       .1 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  iMtitude  51^  37' Si"  iV. 
Longitude  0®  3'  51"  W.  of  Greenwidt. 


Nov.  1830.     i  TbkrmomrtivR. 


Thursday .  24 


Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 
Tuesday . 


25 
26 
27 
28 
29 


WednesdaySO 


from  82  to  43 


25 
80 
83 
61 
49 
42 


88 
48 
56 
67 
67 
48 


Baromktbr. 

29*42  to  29  49 

29-«5  29  61 

29  37  29  28 

29-54  2944 

29-25  2988 

29-04  29*43 
29*42      2y62 


Prevailing  wind.  S.W. 

OeneriUly  cloudy,  except  the  S4th,  with  fre- 
quent and  heavy  showers  of  rain. 

On  the  28ih  and  29th  wind  very  bolsterons, 
perhaps  never  more  so  than  on  the  29th,  doing 
much  damage  to  huHdIngs  and  trees. 

Rain  fallen,  1  Inch ana*05  of  an  inch. 

Charles  IIenrv  Adams. 


NOTICES. 
We  cannot  make  our  pageit  a  Tehicle  for 
Mr.  Guthrie's  circular  lecture:  sach  com- 
munications wc  consider  as  mere  ad?«r- 
tisements. 

"  A  Pupil"  is  unreasonable  In  expect- 
ing us  to  publish  his  statement  unantheu- 
ticated:  we  little  doubt  the  facts— jet 
what  warrant  have  we  of  their  accuracy  ? 

Errata. — In  Dr.  Ogston's  paper,  page 
172,  col.  1,  line  21,  for  «•  1830,"  reaH 
"  1831  ;»  p.  175,  col."l,  line  9, /or  "wi- 
dowers," read  "  widows  ;"  coL  I,  line  II » 
for  "  widowers,"  read  "  widower;"  col.  1, 
Table  I,  opposite  1827, /or  "  2,"  read  "3;" 
col.  I,  Table  2,  opposite  1827,  fir  «  3," 
read  "  2j"  col.  2,  line  2, /or  "  a?erage," 
read  '*  increase;"  p.  176,  col.  2,  line  45, 
for  "  hard,"  read  "  soft." 

Wi  kSUN  &  Son,  Printers,  57,SUnucr»bt.  London* 
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LECTURES  111  cases  of  this  kind  the  primary  e?i. 

dence  is  generally  given  by  the  complainant 

ON  herself;  her  single  testimony  is  adduced  in 

proof  of  the  fact,  and  she  is  held  to  be 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  a    competent    witness,    (even    the    wife 

against  the  husband — as  in  Lady  Castle- 

Ddivtnd  at  tfu  Aldengate  School  of  Medicine,  haven's  ca-^e,  3.  Slate  trials,  411)  provided 

certain    moral    circumstances   concur   to 

Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  attest   her  credibility.     She  must  be   a 

person  of  good  character,  must  have  de- 

'  nounced  the  offender  without  loss  of  time. 

Lecture  XI.  ^^^  ^  able  to  show  that  she  made  all  pos- 

LTj  r  zt  ^^^^^  resistance.      But,  on  the  other  hand, 

Fi^ftcr  nmarkt  on  the  Evidence  of  Hape^  ^  deserves  to  be  noticed,  that  even  though 

notation  without  defloration-^Appearance$  in  ^y^Q  hg  ^f  bad  character,  and   have   con- 

frmtitutet—Pmtibitity  rf  the  jrro,^8  mmar^  sealed  the  injury  for  some  time  after  she 

tied  wmen^Mi8cellaneou$  constderation$~^  1,^,1  an  opportunity  of  revealing  it,  and 

Jgei  of  the  partiet--  Violation   of  infant  although  it  does  not  appear  that  she  made 

ehUdren-Evidence  from  certain  discharges  any    outcry  at   the    commission    of    the 

'-'Diainetive  eharacteri  of  menstrual  Jiuid—^  offence,  still  her  testimony  is  not  to   be 

Pr^nancy  in  reference  to  rape — Question  of  wholly  rejected. 

CMSMl— AAom  eatei'- Practical  rules  for  Medical  evidimce,  ^  Among  the  colla- 
mteitigating  cam  of  rape^Report  in  illut-  ^^^i  f^cts,  proof  of  which  is  requisite 
^'■*''*"»  to  support  the  general  accusation,  marks 
Ih  the  last  lecture  I  treated  of  some  of  of  violence  on  the  person,  and  es|)ecially 
the  chief  circumstances  connected  with  about  the  sexual  organs,  must  be  clearly 
npc— a  subject  of  high  importance  in  made  out.  The  circumstances  should  be 
Formsie  medicine;  as  willreadily  be  admit,  very  peculiar,  indeed,  to  justify  a  convic- 
ted, when  we  take  into  consideration  the  tion  for  this  crime,  without  any  appear- 
iSpequency  of  the  charge,  the  difficulty  of  the  ances  indicative  of  violence  being  detected 
prooTsy  and  the  doom  that  awaits  tne  con-  about  the  complainant's  person.  Hence 
Tict.  the  necessity  of  medico-legal  interference. 

Ceural  evidence  in  catn  of  rape. — "  The        I  have  already  observed  that  the  crime 

aecQsation,"  says  Lord  Hale,   ''is  easy  of  rape  is  usually  distinguished  by   the 

to  be  made,  and  harder  to  be  proved ;  medicolegal  authorities,  (the  legal  make 

bat  it  is  harder  to  be  defended  by  the  no  such  distinction)  according  as  it  is  com- 

oartj  accused,  though  innocent''     And  mitted  on  those  who  have  had,  and  those 

In  another  part  of  the   '*  Pleas  of   the  who  have  not  had,  sexual  intercourse  before. 

Crown,**  this  learned  Judge  notices  parti-  Consistently  with  this  arrangement,  I  no- 

cnlarlY  the  precarioQsness  of  the  evidence  of  ticed  in  last  lecture  the  signs  of  forcible 

the  crime:  it  presentSyhe  says,'*  the  greatest  deprivation  of  virginity;  and  it  remains 

difliciilty;  wherein  many  times  persons  are  to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  proofs  of 

reallj  guilty,   yet  socn  an  evidence   as  rape  that  may  be  looked  for  in    other 

is  satisfactory  to  prove  it  can  hardly  be  females  than  those  who  have  been  recently 

foand;  and  on   the  other  side,  persons  virgins. 

really  innocent  may  be  entangled  under        Violation  tdthotu  defloration,  ^The  com- 

meh  pretnmptions,  that  many  times  carry  mon  impression  is,  that  if  it  be  difficult  to 

great  probabilities  of  gnilt."  detect  the  fact  of  yiolated  chaalW^  m  \V\a 
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yonnfi^  and  unmarried,  it  is  infinitely  more  no  trace  of  alteration.     There  was  a  wo- 

8o— more  truly  like  exploring  **  the  way  of  man  pointed  out  to  me  one  day  in  the  pri- 

a  serpent  on  a  rock/' when  the  person  to  be  son  of  the  Madelonnettes;   the  wai  51 

examined  is  differently  situated.  We  should  yean  of  age,  and  had  been  for  j^Um  yean 

recollect,  however,  that  by  far  the  greater  a  prostitute  in  the  metropolis;  notwith- 

number  of  alleged  rapes  are  attended  with  standing  this,  her  sexual  parts  might  have 

brutal  violence ;    and  if  we  may  credit  been  confounded  with  those  of  a  virgin  at 

some  excellent  authorities,  the  difference  puberty." 

between  the  used  and  the  unused  is  not  Ajipearancet  in  married  wamem,  —  Tbs 
generally  so  great  as  to  make  a  material  statement  of  these  facts  is  most  import- 
alteration  in  the  indicia  of  sexual  injury,  ant  as  regards  the  possible  proofs  of  rape 
especially  if  it  have  been  excessive.  ■  in  married  women,  or  those  who  have 

Even  in  the  case  of  prostitutes  it  does  avowedly  had  prerions  sexual  iotercoorse. 
not  appear  that  the  difference  is  very  obser-  With  the  exception  of  absence  of  the  by- 
Table.  I  shall  here  make  an  extract  or  men,  it  is  possible  that  such  women  may 
two  from  Parent-Duchatelet's  volumes,  have  had,  anterior  to  the  violence  offered 
{De  la  Prastitutim  dans  la  vilU  de  Paris)  them,  all  the  appearances  of  uninjured  chas- 
already  quoted,  a  work  which  abounds  with  tity,  and  consequently  whatever  marks  of 
facts  the  most  extraordinary — at  the  same  violence  of  a  recent  nature  are  present*  may 
time,  I  believe,  the  most  authentic,  reasonably  be  attributed  to  the  alleged  oot- 
"  if  there  be  one  opinion  more  gene>  rage.  It  is  an  unreasonable  as  well  as  an 
rally  received  than  another,  it  is  that  uncharitable  doctrine  to  hold,  as  some  do, 
the  genital  parts  of  prostitutes  must  that  appearances  of  this  kind  in  married 
present  appearances  and  alterations  in-  complainants  must  be  looked  on  with  sus- 
separably  connected  with  their  occnpa-  picion,  as  indicating  that  methods  had  beso 
tion :  it  is  the  common  talk  of  liber-  taken  to  produce  aggravated  lesions,  hf 
tines,  high  and  low,  young  and  old,  and  a  way  of  having  a  stronger  c&rpns  dilietL 
standing  joke  when  any  of  the  associates  Why  may  not  the  marks  of  brutality  be 
of  the  latter  happen  to  marry  women  who  observable  in  such  women,  as  weU  as 
had  formerly  been  on  the  town.  I  have  in  others  —  especially  if  we  admit  the 
even  found  medical  men  themselves  more  correctness  of  the  remarks  of  Parent- 
tinctured  with  the  popular  notion  on  this  Duchatelet  and  his  informants?  Aad 
head,  than  the  common  orders  of  society,  is  not  the  contrary  penuasion  fonnded 
•  *  *  *  In  order  to  obtain  exact  informa-  in  that  very  vulgar  error  which  these  aatbo- 
tion,  I  applied  to  all  the  most  likely  rities  have  exposed  ? 
sources — to  the  dispensary  physicians  and  Great  caution  undoubtedly  ought  to  be 
surgeons,  to  those  attached  to  the  hospital  observed  in  gathering  the  proofs  in  such 
of  the  police,  to  the  prison  infirmaries,  cases  ;  but  so  ought  it  in  every  case,  whe- 
and,  in  fact,  I  allowed  no  opportunity  to  thcr  relative  to  the  unmarried  or  the  mar- 
escape  mc.  The  results  are  precious,  and  ried.  Some  have  snggested  that  mors  evi- 
shall  be  concisely  stated.  dence  of  proof  should  be  required  in  respect 

'* There  is  no  special  or  peculiar  change  to  the  married  than  the  other;  and  it  has 
observable  in  the  sexual  parts  of  prosti-  been  even  proposed  that,  however  the  fact 
tutes  ;  no  difference,  indeed,  between  them  of  penetration  may  be  deemed  sufficient  in 
and  the  most  respectable  married  females,  the  latter  case,  proof  of  emission  should  al- 
The  frequent  us^  of  the  speculum,  and  the  ways  be  insisted  on  when  a  woman  who 
other  methods  employed  in  examining  wo-  hasavowedly  had  previous  connexion  is  the 
men  of  the  town  who  apply  at  the  dispensa-  complainant  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
ries,  as  well  as  those  leaving  the  hospitals  and  this  suggestion  is  founded  in  bad  phvsio- 
prisons,  have  convinced  the  medical  in-  logy ;  tor  it  assumes  a  position  for  Which 
specton  that  largeness  and  smallness  of  there  is  not  sufficient  warrant,  that  wo- 
the  vagina  are  merely  natural  and  conge-  men  are  alwavs  sensible  of  the  occor- 
nital  conditions,  no  more  remarkable  than  rence  when  emission  during  the  generative 
the  disproportion  which  is  commonly  met  act  takes  place.  And  if  this  be  so  when 
with  in  individuals  as  to  the  size  of  other  '  there  is  no  mental  disturbance,  how  nn- 
parts  of  the  body.  Young  prostitutes  are  reasonable  to  expect  that  a  female  should 
freqnently  met  with  just  commencing  their  attend  to  such  an  event  when  she  is  made 
trade,  and  who  have  never  been  with  the  victim  of  outrageous  and  brutal  as- 
child,  yet  having  the  vagina  more  dilated  sault!  To  demand  proof  of  emission  from 
than  is  found  in  married  women  who  have  the  married,  is  as  unjust  and  as  absurd  as 
had  five  or  six  accouchments ;  while  on  the  to  require  rupture  of  the  hymen  in  proof 
other  hand,  we  may  observe  women  who  of  penetration  in  the  unmarried ;  for  in 
have  been  on  the  town  for  twelve  or  four-  both  instances  what  is  this  else  than  to 
teen  yean,  nay,  who  have  decrepitude  **  contend  that  more  is  necessary  to  con- 
stamped  upon  them,  yet  whose  sexual  stitute  rape  in  law  than  generation  in  na- 
parts,  and  particularly  the  vagina,  exhibit  ture  ?"    For  without  either  perception  of 
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•niMioB,  or  penetntion  into  tht  vagina,  crimei).    Yet,"  be  addi,  "  as  the  law  has 

impregnation  may  be  effected ;  as  in  fact  once  fixed  that  age  as  the  earliest  time 

the  same  learned  aatbority  I  ha?e  jost  when  the   ability  to   commit  a   sexaal 

quoted  says,  *<  the  utmost  wrong  to  one  crime  is  to  be  considered  ns  established,  it 

pvty,  ana  the  malignant  intent  of  the  is  most  probable  that  the  rule  would  be 

othcr»  may  have  been  complete ;  while  in-  still  adhered  to,  although  one  of  the  reasons 

jarj  on  the  one  hand,  ana  malice  on  the  for  its  adoption  has  ceased." 
other,  are  tmer  criteria  for  administering        With  rcsjiect  to  female  infants,  the  law 

juttioe  than  the  dicta  of  lawyers,  and  the  is  strict  in  yielding  them  protection  under 

etymologies  of  schoolmen."  certain  ages ;  they  are  presumed  to  be  in- 

I  haye  dwelt  npon  these  points  chiefly  capable   of  giving  consent  under  twelve^ 

with  a  yiew  to  remoTc  those  impressions  and  it  is  a  capital  felony,  under  any  cir. 

wliich  are  preyalent,  more  particularly  if  cumstances,  to  have  carnal  knowledge  of 

ffau  shoold  happen  to  entertain  them,  that  a  child  under  ten.    The  act  formerly  re. 

tiiereis  little  or  no  use  in  examining  the  ferred  to  (9  Geo.  IV.  c.  31)  says  in  the 

pefBons  of  females  complaining  of  rape  17th  section, — **  that  if  any  person  shall 

wlio  haye  had  preyions  intercourse.    With  unlawfully  and  carnally  know  and  abuse 

ordinary  caution,  it  may  be  done,  I  think,  any  girl  under  the  age  of  ten  years,  every 

with  more  confidence  than  is  usually  sup.  such  offender  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and 

poaed ;  and  although  we  shall  find  no  la.  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  death 

eeration  of  the  hymen,  yet  the  other  signs  as  a  felon ;  and  if  any  person  shall  unlaw- 

may  in  great  measure  be  expected  to  be  fully  and  carnally  know  and  abuse  any 

picaent:  we  may  find  bruises,  red  spots,  girl,  being  above  the  age  of  ten  years  and 

and  exeoriations  of  the  sexual  parts,  such  under  the  aoe  of  twelve  years,  every  such 

as  woald  be  produced  by  the  introduction  offender  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 

of  a  foreign  body;  a  sort  of  mucus  may  and  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liable 

be  detected  about  the  parts,  which  may  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard 

pr^iye  to  be  seminal  fluid;    and,  lastly,  labour,  in  the  common  gaol  or  house  o( 

eoehymoses  or  other  marks  of  injury  may  correction,  for  such  time  as  the  court  shall 

be  ooMryed  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  award." 

When  inch  appearances  are  seen,  the  pro-        Yet  cases  of  this  criminal  nature  are 

babilityof  the  alleged  violence  must  be  not  infrequent.    Scoundrels,  particularly 

eomideied  strong;  and  the  presum)»tion  in  low  life,  entertain  an  idea  that  the  re. 

will  be  admittea  to  be  greatly  strength,  mains  of  a  venereal  affection,  such  as  go* 

cned  when  it  is  borne  out  by  moral  and  norrhoeal  discharge  or  gleet,  may  be  got 

eoUateral  circumstances,  such  as  have  been  rid  of  by  a   sexual  intercourse  with  a 

abcady  alluded  to— namely,  the  timeliness  healthy  female ;  and  an  infant  under  the 

ef  the  complaint,  the  solitariness  of  the  age  mentioned  in  the  act  is  preferred,  as 

Isott  M  fua,  with  the  impossibility  of  oh-  not  likely  to  offer  much  resistance.    The 

tainlng  assistance  there, — and,  lastly,  the  following   are   instances  of  this  infatu. 

genenQ  demeanour  and  conduct  of  the  ated  guilt,  and  they  may  serve  to  shew 

woman.  how  the  law  deals  with  such  malefactors. 

_,.     „  ^     . .      .  'At    the  Norwich    Spring  Assizes  this 

AfiMr/^c0itf  CantuUratum.  year  (1836),  Robert  Bunting  was  indicted 

Ag$  ^  the  parries.— The  present  law  of  for  a  rape  committed  on  Phcebe  Taffs,  a 

nme  seems  to  be  of  dubious  application  in  child  only  four  years  and  a  half  old.    The 

otter  respects  beside  those  already  noticed,  case,  it  appears,  wtafuUif  proved,  but  the 

I  mentioned  in  the  lecture  on  Age,  that  evidence  was  deemed  unfit  for  publication. 

berva  under  fmriM*  are  presumed,  in  law.  The  child  died  of  the  injuries  received 

to  M  incapable  of  the  crime  of  rape,  evi.  iVom  the  violence  of  the  prisoner.    The 

dently   with    the  idea  that  emission  is  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  death,  without 

eaential  to  the  act    But  by  the  late  sta>  hope  of  respite. 

tate  making  the  essence  of  rape  consist        In  June  last,  a  man  of  the  name  of 

In  penetration  merely,  the  commission  of  Kinsey  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for 

the  erimOy  wholly    independent   of  the  violating  the  person  of  a  girl  under  nine 

hyputbcsia  of  precocious  puberty,  is  oh.  years  of  age.    He  was  found  guilty,  and 

yuMslT  within  the  powers  of  ver^  youth,  sentenced  to  death ;  but  has  since  been 

M  deTlnqnents.    Mr.  Chitty  notices  this  transported  for  life.     According  to  the 

dremnstaoce,  and  seems  to   think  that  brief  report  of  this  case  which  I  have  seen, 

aome  nitration  of  the  law  would  be  ex.  the  child  did  not  complain  until  six  weeks 

pediant:  **  perhaps  a  different  rule  might  or  two  months  after  the  **  outrageous"  act 

witlioat  impropriety  be  adopted,  so  as  to  (as  the  Hecordcr  termed  it) ;  yet  the  sur- 

indnde  oflaiden  of  an  earlier  age  than  geon  who  gave  evidence  was  able,  from 

sn  (who  are  between  that  age  and  inspection  of  the  infknt's  person,  to  speak 

k^Uly  capable  of  committing  other  positively  as  to  the  conmiission  of  the 
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crime.    This  would  seem  to  warraot  the  the  presence  of  a  meet  acote  leocorrbflBt,  i» 

supposition  that  gonorrhcea  or  yenereal  a  child  of  six,  would  certainly  have  per- 

disease  was  communicated  to  the  child,  snaded  the  parents  that  it  originated  mm. 

which  led  to  the  detection  of  the  prisoner's  a  venereal  commerce,  had  they  not  been 

guilt ;.  aud  probably  the  injury  done  to  more  reasonable  than  in  the  preceding  iB> 

the  sexual  parts  might  have  been  suffi-  stance.    It  was  nothing  more  than  a  ca- 

ciently  serious  to  leave  its  traces  even  after  tarrhal  disorder  of  the  nterine  system,  pro- 

that  lapse  of  time.  ceeding  from  the  cold  and  moisture  of  the 

DUchirget.  (o.)  Supposed  venereal — When  weather*  and  owing  in  great  measure  to 

violation  is  effected  with  the  notion  of  get-  the  want  of  sufficiently  warm  clothing  on 

ting  rid  of  some  venereal  complaint,  it  is  the  little  patient 

very  probable  the  malady  may  be  commu.  Venereal  in  reference  to  rape. — It  his 
nicated  to  the  victim.  But  great  caution  happened  in  some  instances  that,  after 
must  be  observed  in  judging  of  this  fact :  an  alleged  violation,  the  complainant 
the  nature  of  the  discharge,  if  there  be  describes  herself  as  infected  with  gonor- 
one  present  in  the  complainant,  must  be  rhceal  discharge,  or  chancre ;  and  this  has 
carefully  ascertained,  the  appearances  of  been  found  to  be  the  case.  But  how  does 
violence  on  the  surrounding  parts  must  be  the  fact  of  communicated  venereal  bear  on 
noted,  and  the  time  should  form  a  mate-  the  charge  of  rape  ?  We  most  recollect 
rial  element  in  our  estimation  of  the  pro-  what  time  usually  elapses  after  an  impure 
bability  that  the  disease  originated  in  the  connexion,  before  chancre  or  gonorrhoea  is 
manner  alleged.  Some  well  authenticated  perceived.  Three  da^s  may  be  about  the 
cases  are  on  record,  which  should  serve  to  average  period ;  and  it  will  be  for  the  me- 
wam  us  of  the  mischief  that  may  be  done,  dical  examiner  to  form  an  opinion,  from 
if  the  true  state  of  the  complainant  be  not  the  appearances,  how  long  the  complain- 
deliberately  and  wisely  investigated.  Dr.  ant  may  be  actually  labouring  under  the 
Percival  mentions  a  remarkable  case  of  a  disease.  Above  idl,  he  must  be  perfectly 
little  girl,  only  four  years  old,  who  was  satisfied  that  it  really  u  venereal.  Now 
attacked  with  mortification  of  the  sexual  suppose  a  woman  with  incipient  gonor- 
parts,  attended  with  great  soreness  and  rhoea  or  chancre  to  bring  a  charge  of  rape 
general  depression  of  strength.  She  had  against  a  particular  person;  it  will  readily 
slept  with  a  boy  of  fourteen,  and  it  was  he  seen  that  the  case  cannot  be  verv  re- 
suspected  that  he  had  taken  criminal  li-  cent,  nor  should  the  marks  of  violence 
herties  with  her.  ^  The  mortification  in-  about  the  sexual  oigans  be  expected  to  be 
creased,  and  the  child  died.  The  boy  was  very  striking,  if,  indeed,  they  should  be  at 
presently  apprehended,  and  tried  at  the  all  visible.  On  the  whole,  the  presence  of 
Lancaster  Assizes;  but  was  acquitted  on  venereal  in  the  complainant  can  scarcely 
evidence  being  given  that  several  instances  be  considered  as  an  accessory  proof  of 
of  a  similar  disease  had  appeared  in  other  rape,  unless  it  coincide  in  every  respect 
children,  about  the  same  time,  in  which  with  the  other  lesions  observable  on  the 
there  was  no  possibility  of  injury  or  g^^ilt.  sexual  parts;  and  unless  the  accosed  party 
In  one  of  these  cases  the  body  was  opened  labour  under  similar  venereal  disease. 
after  death.  The  disorder  had  been  a  ty-  (6.)  Supposed  semen, — A  gross  error  oom- 
phus  fever, .  accompanied  with  mortifica-  mitted  by  a  medico-legal  examiner  has 
tion  of  the  pudenda.  There  was  no  evi.  been  pointed  out  with  strong  censare  by 
dent  cause  of  this  extraordinary  symptom  M.  Orfila.  The  examiner  in  question  was 
discoverable  on  Inspection:  the  lumbar  called  to  inspect  the  person  of  a  girl, 
glands  were  dark-coloured,  but  all  the  under  the  age  of  fourteen,  who  was 
viscera  were  sound.                                     ^  said  to  have  be^  violated  nine  daye  pre- 

Capnron  relates  a  case  almost  identical,  viously :  he  considered  the  appearances 

in  which  he  had  the  utmost  difficulty  in  eonclusive  that  copulation  had  been  ef* 

convincing  the  parents  of  a  little  girl,  only  fected,  and  one  of  his  proofs  was,  that  he 

four  years  old,  that  they  were  in  error,  found  a  quantity  ot  tenun  in  the  vagina! 

The  child  had  great  swelling  of  the  sexual  Orfila,  wHo  was  consulted  suhsequenUy  on 

parts,  with  pain  and  purulent  discharge ;  the  correctness  of  the  report,  shewed  that 

and  it  was  attributed  by  the  father  and  this  statement  of  the  discovery  of  seminal 

mother  to  some  impure  venereal  contact  or  fluid  was  most  improbable.    The  girl,  it 

violation.      But   the  medical   examiner  appears,  had  a  mucous  discharge  from  the 

shewed   them  that  a   similar   catarrhal  part,  which  must  have  carried  away  any 

affection  of  the  sexual  organs  prevailed  sperm  that  might  possibly  have  been  de. 

epidemically  about  this  time;  and  bv  the  posited  in  the  vagina  nine  izyjL  before.    At 

use  of  some  simple  remedies  the  child  was  all  events,  the  .broad  assertion  that  the 

cured.  fluid  fonnd  was  semen,  was  wholly  nnwar- 

The  same  authority  mentions  bis  having  rantable;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  any 

net  with  a  case  in  tne  year  1809,  where  attempt  was  made  to  shew  that  it  was  not 
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noeos :  no  ehenucal,  no  microscopical  ex-  But  it  must  be  confessed  that  we  are 

pcriment  was  tried ;  and  on  the  whole,  still  in  want  of  a  good  analysis  of  the 

did  it  not  appear  that  the  examiner  was  menstrual  fluid.    The  only- account  of  its 

not  aware  of  the  serions  nature  of  his  chemical  qualities  which  I  ha?e  been  able 

statement,  so  rash  an  opinion  would  hare  to  meet  with  is  that  given  by  Gmelin,  in 

jnstlj  cost  him  his    professional    repu*  his  Handhuch  der  Chem'te,  consisting  of  two 

tation.  cases  which  he  takes  from  other  journals. 

(c.)  "MeMtratl  dischtirge.  —  Great  stress  In  a  woman  who  had  prolapsus  uteri,  the 

is  sometimes  laid  on  the  discharge  of  blood  menses  were  examined :  they  contained  no 

said  to  take  place  in  consequence  of  forci-  globules,  were  green  by  transmitted  light, 

ble  defloration.     But  there  is  nothing  in  and  resembled  a  strong'  solution  of  the  co- 

this  positirely  indicative  of  the  deflora-  louring  matter  of  the  blood  in  serum. 

tion  beino^  forcible ;    it  may   occur  in  a  In  the  other  case,  where  the  fluid  had 

first  or  ouier  intercourse,  even  with  con-  been  retained  for  some  time  by  an  occln* 

sent.    Besides,  we  should  distinguish,  if  sion  of  the  vagina,  it  appeared  as  a  thick, 

poasible,  between  an  alleged  haemorrhage  glutinous,  brown-red  syrup,  without  any 

and  the  menses.    In  the  former  case  there  smell ;  three  days^  expoisure  to  the  air  pro- 

•honld  be  evidence  of  laceration  of  the  duced  no  change  in  it;  there  was  no  depo- 

bymen  or  nvmphaB,  or  rapture   of  some  sit  (or  coagulum),  nor  any  approach  to 

of  the  vessels  belonging  to   the  genital  putrefaction;  it  was  liqui^ed  by  potash, 

organs.    In  the  latter  we  may  be  guid-  aud  thicken^  by  sulphuric  acid  and  alco- 

ed  by  circumstances,  as  well  as  bv  the  hoi;  water,   in  which  it  was  immersed, 

physical  characters  of  the  menstrual  dis-  took  very  little  of  its  colour,  but  subse- 

cbarge.      If  there    be  no  apparent  rup.  quently  became  clouded  in  evaporation, 

tare   of  parts,    and  the  fluid  be  traced  and  as  if  coagulated  on  the  addition  of 

high    np  into    the    yag^na,    there  is    a  alcohol. 

probability  that  it  is  the  menstrual  flux  Pregnancy  in  reference  to  rape, — It  was  at 

proceeding  from  the  uterine  vessels — a  pre-  one  time  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 

•nmption  which  will  be  corrobi  rated  by  ascertain  whether  a    woman  who  com- 

the  distinctive  appearances  of  that  fluid.  plained  of  rape  would  prove  with  child: 

The  menstmal  flux,  though  it  has  been  if  she  did,  it  was  assumed  that  she  must 
traced  to  tbe  vessels  of  the  uterus,  has  have  given  consent,  and  her  charge  of  vio- 
hardly  any  common  property  with  blood,  lation  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was  even 
except  that  of  being  a  liquid  of  a  red  co-  customary  to  stay  the  execution  of  the 
lonr.  It  is  chiefly  distinguished  by  its  not  convicted  ravisher  until  the  question  of 
being  coagulable;  and  hence,  when  coa-  pregnancy  was  determined.  But  a  more 
gnla  are  found  in  it,  as  in  laborious  or  sound  physiology  has  dissipated  this  error ; 
profuse  menstruation,  blood  is  certainly  and  it  has  long  since  been  ascertained, 
intermixed.  "  It  is,"  according  to  John  that,  so  far  from  consent  being  essential 
Hunter,  **  neither  similar  to  blood  taken  to  conception,  complete  insensibility — nay, 
from  the  vein  of  the  same  person,  nor  to  a^ony,  hatred,  and  the  most  violent  strug- 
that  which  is  cxtravasated  by  accident  in  gles  of  resistance  —  are  not  inconsistent 
any  other  part  of  the  body ;  but  is  a  spe.  with  a  fecundating  act  of  copulation.  Of 
cies  of  blood  changed,  separated,  or  thrown  this,  however,  more  hereafter, 
off  from  the  common  mas»,  by  an  action  of  Question  of  Consent.  —  The  point  just 
the  vessels  of  the  uterus  similar  to  that  of  touched  upon,  respecting  the  consent  of 
secretion  ;  by  which  action  the  blood  loses  the  female,  is  one  that  requires  further 
tbe  principle  of  coagulation,  and,  I  sup-  notice.  The  legal  definition  of  rape- 
pose,  life.''  Other  observers  have  since  carnal  knowledge  forcibly  and  against  the 
oonfinned  these  views,  by  finding  that  the  will — sufficiently  indicates  that  this  cir- 
menstmous  fluid  differs  from  blood  chiefly  cnmstance  in  the  crime  must  be  clearly 
in  containing  little  or  no  fibrine.  And  made  out,  and,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
another  character,  in  addition  to  its  a  hundred,  the  question  of  consent  consti- 
non-coagulability,  has  been  attributed  tutes  the  chief  difficulty.  There  is,  indeed, 
to  it^—namely,  that  it  is  not  acted  on  one  case  in  which  a  rape  may  obviously  be 
by  exposure  to  the  air,  as  venous  blood  committed  without  resistance,  and  appa- 
ls, which  it  chiefly  resembles.  "  If  a  rently  with  consent :  that  is,  where  a  vio- 
dotfa  be  steeped  in  blood  as  it  flows  lator  takes  the  husband's  place,  and  thus 
from  a  vein,  the  colour  will  be  observed  accom])lishes  his  purpose.  The  crime, 
to  become  brighter  by  degrees :  but  this  however,  is  not  altered  in  its  nature  by  the 
Is  not  the  case  with  the  nienstruous  dece])tion ;  for  it  is  inferred  that  the  wo- 
flaid;  it  retains  its  dark  colour  however  man,  had  she  known  the  vile  fraud,  would 
bug  exposed*."  have  resisted  with  all  her  powers. 
■' Again,  there  may  be  no  resistance,  yet 

•  BMMbothuat  Mkoicau  Gasbttk,  vol.  xlll.  ;  rape,- where  the  female  is  under  the  in- 

f*VU  flucnce  of  some  narcotic  or  intoxicating 
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bererage.    Forcible  defloration  might  be,  out  some  consent  on  ibe  part  of  th«  fc- 

and  has  been,  effected  under  such  circum-  male;  she  having  it  genemllyjin  her  power 

stances,  and  a  case  of  the  kind  excited  to  foil  her  assailant.  ''ItisbeyondadoobC," 

much  public  disgust  about  three  years  ago,  says  Orfila,  <*  that  it  has  been  found  impos- 

—a  Mr.  Luke  Dillon  having  seduced  from  sible  to  violate  certain  girls,  thouffh  toeir 

her  home    and   violated    a   youn^  lady,  arms,  their  legs,  and  their  heaas,  wen 

whom  he  first  brought  under  the  influence  held  by  three  or  four  persons;  and  it  is 

of  intoxication.    But  when  it  is  alleged  well  known/'  he  adds,  "  bow  difficnlt  is  a 

that  the  crime  has  been  committed  in  deep  first  act  of  intercourse,  if  the  female  de- 

sleep,  the  fact  is  scarcely  credible  except  murs."    Then  comes  the  old  story  of  the 

the  female  be  one  who  has  been  accus-  Queen  of   Navarre  and  the  nnahcathed 

tomed  to  sexual  intercourse.  Of  the  possi-  sword.    But  surely  the  inference  is  too 

bility  of  defloration  in  profound  sleep,  we  positive :  a  woman  with  stren^  of  body 

must  be  permitted  to  entertain  doubts,  and  presence  of  mind,  has  a  great  deal  in 

notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  learn,  her  power,  no  doubt;  but  if,  overpowered 

ed  Faculty  of  Leipzig,  which  held — <<  dor-  with   terror  and  violence,  she  sink  into 

mientem  in  sella  virginem  insciam  deflo>  syncope— if  she  be  labouring  under  the 

rari  posse ;"  nor  can  one  help  suspecting,  effect  of  narcotics,  or  be  made  senseless 

with  Valentin,  that  it  must  be  a  fox's  by  intoxication,  the  case  is  altered;  and 

sleep:  he  shrewdly  observes,  in  his  Intro-  certainly,  as  the  annals  of  crime  but  too 

duction,  in  reference  to  the  case,  that  it  well  testify,  a  female  ma^  be  beset  by  such 

reminds  him  of  an  old  German  proverb  a  number  of  savage  ruffians  as  would  ren* 

(Es  schlaffen  nicht  alle,  so  die  augen  zu  der  all  her  efforts  at  resistance  fmitless. 

haben) — *'  all  are  not  asleep  who  have  Where  there    is  an    obvious    contrast 

their  eyes  closed.''  in  the  physical  powers  of  the  complain. 

The   term  forcible  defloration  is  com-  ant  and  the  accused — the  former  being  a 

monly  employed  in  the  sense  of  rape,  but  robust  strong  young  woman,  and  the  lat- 

that  is  not  its  exact  import :  a  defloration  ter,  suppose,  an  elderly  and  perhaps  a  de. 

may  be  forcible  (and  it  is  said  that  every  bilitatra  person — the  charge  should  be  ad- 

de(f oration  is  more  or  less  so),  yet  it  may  mitted  with  great  caution.    There  is  aa 

not  amount  to  criminal  violation.    That  old  epigram,  in    Bayle,  on  the  subject, 

an  extraordinary  degree  of  force  may  not  which  I  should  quote,  but  that  it  is  in 

be  inconsistent  with  consent,   we  learn  such  antique  doggrel  rhyme.  It  supposes  the 

from  a  very  shocking  fact  mentioned  by  Dr.  question  put  to  a  vigorous  young  com. 

Evory  Kennedy,  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  plainant,  as  to  how  she  could  swear  that 

of  the  whole  vesico- vaginal  septum  being  her  alleged  violator — a  feeble  old  man — 

broken   down,  in  a  first  connubial  inter-  had  effected  his  purpose  in  spite  of  her 

course !  efforts.    Her  reply  is,  that  on  any  other 

Sham  cases. — Much  may  be  ascertained  occasion  she  could  sufficiently  protect  her. 

by  the  medical  jurist,  in  regard  to  the  self,  but  that  she  could  not  on  this,  for  it  was 

question  of  consent  or  non-consent.    It  is  really  impossible, — she  laughed  so  much ! 

in  this  that  the  detection  of  sham  cases  An  anecdote  told  by  an  old  French  au- 

consists;  of  which,  according  to  Mr.  Amos,  thor,  in  a  Treatise  on  Crimes — the  sane, 

there  are  probably  a  dozen  or  more  met  in  fact,  on  which  Cervantes  founded  his 

with  on  circuit,  for  every  genuine  case  celebrated  judgment  given  by  Sancho  in 

that  comes  to  be  investigated.  the  Island — serves  very  well  to  shew  the 

By  noting  the  physical  powers  and  mo.  extreme  difficulty  of  violation,  when  the 

ral  nature  of  the  complainant,  much  light  parties  are  pretty  fairly  matched.  A  yonng 

may  be  thrown  on  the  facts.    At  the  Derby  man  who  was  condemned  for  rape    was 

spring  assizes  this  year,  a  lad  of  the  name  sentenced  to  forfeit  a  purse  of  money ;  and 

of  Dolman,  aged  17,  was  capitally  indict-  he  was  ordered  to  hand  it  over  to  the  com. 

ed  for  a  rape  on  Sarah  Baxter,  aged  21.  plainant  in  open  court.    On  leaving  the 

The  complainant  proved  to  be  a  coarse  dock,  however,  he  was  permitted  to  follow 

woman  of  loose  character,  who,  as  ap.  the  woman,  and  recover  his  nurse  if  he 

peared  from  the  evidence,  seduced  the  pri>  could  t  he  soon  found  that  this  was  im. 

soner  to  the  act  of  sexual  intercourse,  on  possible,    so  violent  was    her  resistance, 

a  public  bridle  road.    The  prisoner  was  The  woman  returned,  and  complaim^d  to 

acquitted.    On  his  cross-examination,  the  ^e  judges ;  but  they,  being  of  opinion  that 

surgeon  who  had  inspected  the  person  of  one  who  could  so  well  guard  her  money 

the  female,  and  appeared  as  a  witness,  might  have  as  easily  protected  her  virtue 

deposed,  that  ^  he  was  of  opinion,  as  a  in  the  alleged  rape,  ordered  her  to  give 

medical  man,  that  the  woman's  statement,  up  the  purse. 

that  she  had  not  been  intimate  with  more  An  attention  to  the  moral  circumstances 

than  one  man  before,  was  untrue."  will  often  settle  the  question  of  consent 

Some  authorities  go  so  far  as  to  hold  Mr.  Amos  cites  a  case  which  was  tried  at 

that  no  violation  can  evar  take  place  with-  Leicester,  in  which  a  bailiff  was  chaifed 


PltiCTICAL  SUGGESTIONS.  369 

with   the  capital  offence  of  violating  a  them ;  laceration  of  the  hymen,  if  there 

joan^  woman,  in  a  house  where  he  was  be  appearances  of  it :  state  of  the  carun- 

•tationed  as  a  keeper.    The  girl  was  the  culas  myrtiformes;  and  any  contusions  or 

daughter  of  the  owner  of  the  house,  and  it  marks  of  violence  about  the  labia,  or  in 

came  out  that  the  alleged  rape  was  com-  their  vicinity. 

■litted  early  in  the  night,  io  the  very  next  4.  Compare  the  general  and  particular 
room  to  that  in  which  her  father  and  mo-  lesions  with  reference  to  the  probable 
ther  sl«>t.  Upon  being  asked  if  she  date  and  cause  of  their  origin.  We  must 
ecreamefl,  she  answered,  "  No." — "  Why  make  allowance  for  the  period  elapsed 
BatP"*For  fear  ofwaking my  mother!''  In  since  the  occurrence  of  the  injury /tnnd 
aaother  case  which  was  tried  at  Derby,  the  take  into  consideration  the  constitutional 
woman  was  quite  positive  as  to  the  length  peculiarities  of  the  complainant.  Was 
of  time  during  which  the  occurrence  was  it  during  the  menstrual  period  that  viola- 
happening.  It  was  ten  minutes.^ — "  Arc  tion  took  ])lace  ?  or  did  she  labour  under 
you  sure?"  **  Positive." — "  How  do  you  any  debilitating  or  relaxing  discharge  ? 
JCDOW^"  Witness  hesitated;  question  re-  In  such  cases  there  should  be  less  sign  of 
peated.  **  I  counted." — '*  How  did  you  penetration  expected  to  be  present  than  in 
count?"  *  One,  two,  three,  four,  &c."  others;  and  consequently  it  may  be  nfoie 
— ^ Did  you  count  sixty,  ten  times  over?"  difficult  to  affirm  the  fact  On  the  other 
••Yes!"  hand,  mark  well  whether  there  may  not 

Even  when  there  has  been  evidence  of  be  too  much  proof  forthcoming :   whether 

•creams  and  resistance,  doubts  fatal  to  the  some   of  the   appearances  do  not  seem 

issue  of  the  case  have  been  raised,  as  to  the  exaggerated,  or  difTercnt  from  what  might 

•uffidency  of  such  resistance.    '*  In  one  in-  be  produced  by  the  male  organ.    Rccol- 

stanoe,inparticular,"saysMr.Amos, '<Ire-  lect  that  other  foreign  bodies  may  have 

collectthesereamsof  the  girl  being  proved  been  introduced  into  the  parts,  and  that 

by  several  witnesses.    But  she  had,  in  some  pains  may  have  been  taken  to  aggravate 

measure,  brought  the  mischief  on  herself,  what  was  probably  at  first  only  a  very  in- 

bT  walking  wit^  the  accused  in  a  solitary  considerable,  if  any,  injury. 

place  late  in  the  evening;  and  what  had  5.    Let  such  discharges  as  may  be  pre- 

considerable  weight  with  the  jury,  was,  sent  be  well  observed, — whether  they  be 

that  as  soon  as  the  man  had  accomplished  the    result   of  recent  inflammation  —  of 

his  purpose,  the  girl  said  to  him,  *  Oh,  leucorrhoea — of  gonorrhoea,  &c.:  and  above 

George,  there  is  nothing  like  a  good  con-  all,  if  called  in  speedily  after  the  alleged 

science  and  a  pious  life !' "  violation,  seek  for  seminal  fluid  in  the 

vagina,  as  well  as  for  seminal  spots  and 

Practical  Suggestions.  stains  on  the  woman *s  garments.    These 

I  shall  conclude  this  part  of  my  subject  are  to  be  tested  by  their  physical,  chemi- 

hy  laying  before  you  some  rules  of  con-  cal,  and  possibly  also  by  their  microscopic 

dnct  which  may  be  serviceable  in  the  in-  characters :   should  such  tests  be  success- 

▼estigation  of  rape  cases.  ful,  they  afibrd  a  high  degree  of  proba- 

1.  Take  a  note  of  the  time  when  you  are  bility  in  corroboration  of  the  fact  of  pene- 
called  in  to  make  a  personal  inspection  ;  tration  by  the  male  organ. 

for  this  may  be  of  greit  importance  in  de-  6.  Should  the  individual  have  died  in 

termining  the  nature  of  the  charge — espe-  conseouence  of  sexual  violence,  her  body 

cially  if  it  should  appear  that  there  bad  should   be  examined  most  scrupulously : 

been  any  suspicious  delay.     And   lose  not  lesions  may  possibly  be  detected  on  the  sur- 

a  moment  in  proceeding  to  the  inspection  ;  face ;  there  may  be  fractures,  luxations, 

for  the  evidence  founded  on  the  appear,  substances  found  in  the  mouth  (introduced 

ances  will  greatly  depend  on  the  timeliness  perhaps    to    prevent    the  deceased  from 

of  the  visit.    Furthermore,  one  of  the  first  calling  for  assistance)— all  sorts  of  indi. 

memoranda  to  be  taken  in   investigating  cations,  in  short,  of  recent  and  violent 

the  case,  is  the  time  at  which  the  alleged  rape.    It  is  possible,  on  the  other  hand, 

violation  occurred.  that  the  post-mortem   may    lead  to  an 

2.  Observe  the  age  and  general  habit  of  opposite  conclusion — that  death  has  rather 
bodif  of  the  complainant  Examine  the  resulted  from  some  other  cause  :  that  the 
peraon  cursorily,  with  n:ference  to  alleged  deceased  had  not  been  recently  deflowered 
Druises,  wounds,  or  lesions,  of  whatever  — perhaps  that  she  had  been  a  mother. 
kind.  These  arc  afterwards  to  be  more  7.  Lastly,  examine,  if  possible,  the  per- 
particularly  considered  with  regard  to  the  son  of  the  accuted ;  for  though  we  ma^ 
mode  in  which  they  are  stated  to  have  not  be  enabled  to  affirm  that  the  indi. 
been  inflicted.  vidual  whom  we  inspect  has  committed 

3.  Proceed  to*  examine  the  sexual  parts,  the  crime,  it  may  be  in  our  power  from 
with  special  regard  to  the  question  of  pe-  such  inspection  to  say  that  he  has  not 
netraticm  Notice  the  general  form  and  We  may  And  him  destitute  of  tlie  means 
disposition  of  the  parts ;  observe  any  of  effecting  jienctration,  or  his  structure  of 
swelling,  inflammation,  or  discharge  about  parts  may  be  such  as  to  render  ithighly  iua* 
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probable  he  should  hare  perpetrated  the  coat  of  the  Tagiii«»  wbidi  was  ttran^r 

amount  of  injury  alleged.    Besides,  the  marked   with  rage,  was   inflamed  aai 

inspection  of  the  accused  party  may  throw  contused  ;  all  the  parts  were  painful;  and 

light  on    the    circumstances    in   another  Tarious  red  spots  diffused  oter  the  pobcs 

way:   in  the  case  of  alleged  rapes  on  in.  and  the  thigh8,particularly  their  upper  aad 

fants,  it  will  be  important  to  ascertain  inner  part,  gare  eridence  of  recent  fio- 

whether  the  accused  be  not  infected  with  lence. 

gonorrhoea  or  syphilis,  which  would  cer-        «  Ha?ing  requested  to  see    the  dre« 

tainly  in  some  degree  strengthen  the  pre-  which  Mdlle.  6.  wore  at  the  time  of  the 

8uift|»tion  of  his  guilt.    And  further :  there  alleged  riolation,  it  was  brooght  to  aa 

may  be  bruises  and  scratches  on  his  per-  The  chemise  was  stained  with  blood  ia 

son,  denoting  the  resistance  of  the  woman;  seteral  places;   and  we  also  noticed  ccr. 

there  may  be  spoU  and  stains  on  his  linen  tain  greyish  spots,  not  Tcry  thick,  bnt  saf> 

also  corresponding   with   tho.<^e   obserred  ficiently  tough,  making  the  cloth  stiiT,  as 

about  the  female^    All  these  points,  and  if  it  was  starched  in  those  places.    Vfe 

many  more  which  will  in  practice  be  sug-  moistened  them,  upon  which  they  gave 

gested  by  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  out  a  very  well-marked  spermatic  odour; 

deserre  your  best  attention  :  for  though  it  and  on  putting  them    to  the  fire,  they 

may  not  be  possible  to  obtain  proof  of  assumed  a  distinct   reddish-yellow    hoe. 

actual  penetration,  those  minor  matters,  As  we  were  desirous  of  leafing  no  doubt 

relating  to  bruises,  scratches,  stains,  &c.,  about  the  matter,  we  collected  a  naall 

may   have  the  effect  of  establishing  the  quantity    of   it    in    a   watch-glass.     It 

prisoner's  guilt  on  a  charge    of   assauU  formed  flakes  and  cloudiness  in  the  dis- 

with  wtent    to  commit  a  rape.      It   is   by  tilled  water  which  held  it  in  suspension, 

no  means  unusual,  when  the  capital  charge  and  which  had  become  alkaline.    We  tbca 

fails,  for  the  judge  to  direct  another  in.  evaporated  the  liquor,  and  the  residue  wu 

dictment    to  be  preferred,  charging  the  of  a  light  brown  colour,  which,  wbea 

prisoner  with  the  misdemeanor.  treated  with  some  drops  of  distilled  water, 

A  report,  taken  from  Sedillot  (Manuel  was  dissolved  but  in  part,  leaving  a  yd. 

eomplet  <U  Mid.  Ug.)  may  serve  as  au  illus.  lowishgrey    glutinous    substance,  wfcich 

tration  of  some  of  these  rules.  disappeared  In     a   solution     of   canstie 

••  We,  the  undersigned,  went  this  day,  potash,— facts  which  leave  not  the  least 

at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  visit  doubt  in  our  minds  of  the  presence  of 

the  daughter  of  M.  6.,  aged  16,  who  was  semen.- 

said  to  have  been  violated  yesterday  even-        «  We  therefore  hold  ourselves  jastiied 

ing  at  ten  o'clock.  in  concluding— from  the  existence  of  the 

"  Upon  entering  the  chamber,  we  found  contusions  and  ecchymoses  which  we  ob. 

the  girl  in  bed,  concealing  her  face.     We  served,  nrora  the  above,  men Uoned  state  of 

were  told  that  on  the  preceding  night  she  the  genital  organs,  and  from  the  spoU  of 

allowed  herself  to  be  prevailed  on,  under  blood,    and  of  semen,    detected    on  the 

false  pretences,  to  enter  the  room  of  M.  D.,  clothes— that  the  person  of  Mdlle.  G.  has 

aged ,  who,  after  making  her  certain  been  violated.      In  which  persuasion  we 

proposals,     accomplished     his     purnose,  affix  our  signatures  to  this  report— Dated 

having  previously  used  violence,  and  ill.  Paris,  17  July   1823." 
treated    her,    and    threatened    her    with 

death.    Upon  examination,   we  observed — 

that  the  girl  was  sufficiently  grown  and 

well  formed  for   her   age,    but  delicate  REPORT 

and  very  timid :    she  seemed  to  have  pre-  of  thb 

Tiously  enjoyed  a  state  of  perfect  health.  Tn^nnw  roMMrrrFF  nv  Twr 

We  saw  on  her  arms,  her  chest,  and  lower  LONDON  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
limbs,  several  recent  ecchymoses, — some  BRITISH  ASSOCIATION, 

of  them  were  close  together,  and  on  the  oi^  thb 

arms  indicated  the  pressure  of  6nger8:  ,.^«,,^^t«    .  ^t,^  r^^wr^rw^c^  ^«  ..««,r^ 

on  the  thighs,  they  were  larger  and  more  MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE 

apart,  where  it  seemed  they  were  occa-  HEART*, 

sioned  by  the  closed  fist  and  the  brnises  of  __^ 

the    knees.     The    whole   pudenda  were  Aurait  18M. 

swollen,  and  there  was  a  discharge  from  rp„„  r«««.,«:»4^*  ^r^^^\^^  «r  ♦u^  nl: 

them  of  a  mucous  fluid  of  a  yellowish  white  J"^  Committee  of  members  of  the  Bn- 

colour:  the  external  Ubia  were  red,  and,  as  *>?"    Association   resident   m    London, 

it  were,slighUy  glued  together;  the  nymphse  charged  with  the   investigation  of  the 

were  tumefied,  very  red,  and  presented  the  motions  and  sounds  of  the  heart,  have  had 

appearance  of  laceration,  still  bloody,  and  numerous  meeting8,and  performed  a  con- 

covered  with  mucus.  -  ^  ^—\    ,  ,^    «_.  >  . T, 7^1 — l :  ' 

«  XK*.  It«m««  «•••  *»«.«....^     Urn  —..:...  *  R«mI  ftt  the  Bristol  meeting  of  Ui«  As»ocf»- 

The  barmen  wu  raptured-iU  remains  j^n^  .^^  ccBuounlcaied  to  ths  IIbdical  Ga- 

wers  distinct  and  bloody:   the  mucous  bbttb. 
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ndenbleTarietyofexperimentsonlivingf  want  of  sure  means  of  destroyingf  the 

and  on  dead  subjects,  with  a  view  to  the  sensibility  of  the  animal,  without  sus- 

endsof  tbeirappointment.  The?  have  also  pending^  or  gfreatlj  impairing'  the  action 

taken  pains  to  inform  themselves  of  the  of  the  heart.  And  in  this  respect  they  have 

facts  and  reasonings  published  bj  recent  been  much  less  fortunate,  than  several 

inqoirers,  and  have  now  the  honour  to  preceding  experimentalists,  having  in  no 

aoomit  to  the  Section   the  results    at  one  of  the  numerous  subjects  on  which 

which  they  have  hitherto  arrived,  toge-  they  have  operated,  been  able  to  con- 

ther  with  such  particulars  of  their  expe-  tinue   their  observations  for   a  longer 

riments  as  they  consider  necessary  to  period  than  forty-five  minutes,  notwith- 

sohatanttate  their  conclusions.  standing  the  utmost  care  to  avoid  unne^ 

Before  entering,  however,  upon  the  cessary  loss  of  blood,  and  to  maintain 

statement  of  their  experiments,  or  of  the  artificial  respiration. 
conelasions  to  which  they  lead,  they         It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  subjects 

heg  leaTe  to  say  a  few   words  with  of  their  observations  were  in  most  in- 

r^^rd  to  the  scope  and  plan  of  their  stances  young  asses  from  three  to  six 

idqniries,  and  the  spirit  in  which  they  months  old,  in  apparently  good  health; 

have  entered  on  them.    The  Committee  and  that  the  moae  of  preparation  was  in 

woold  first  remark  that,  though  in  their  a  few  instances  poisoning  with  woorara, 

inqniriea  they  did  not  neglect  to  take  in  others,  stunning  by  a  blow  on  the 

note  of  any  phenomena  which  might  il-  head  ;  but  in  a  majonty  of  the  experi- 

Instrate  the  action  of  the  diseased  heart,  ments  the  animal  was  pithed.     Other 

jet  they  have  felt  it  their  especial  duty  animals  were  tried  as  well  as  young 

to  investi|^tc  the  physiolo^cal  branch  asses,-  viz.  the  horse,  the  dog,  and  the 

of  the  subject,  ana  have  principally  oc-  domestic  fowl :  but,  for  various  reasons, 

enpied  themselves  with  that  part  which  these  trials    were    not    attended   with 

includes  the  normal  sounds  of  the  heart,  results  recommending  their  repetition. 

With   regard  to  the  general   views        The  Committee  consider  the  most  con- 
by    which    they    have    been    guided,  venient  order  in  which  to  state  the  facts 
tbej  wish  to  observe  that,  in  entering  in  their  possession,  and  their  inferences 
npon   the  investigation,  it  seemed    to  from  those  facts,  to  be,  to  describe  first 
them  possible,  d  priori^  that  each  sound  succinctly,  and  from  the  notes  taken  on 
of  the  heart  might  have  a  single  pecu-  the  spot,  such  of  their  experiments  as 
liar  cause,or  several  co-operating  causes;  gave  available  results;  then  briefly  to 
and,  ifseveral  CO- operating  causes  should  notice    under    the  head   of  each  sup- 
be  found  more  probable,  that  then  some  posed  or  possible  cause,  such  points  m 
of  such  causes  might  be  only  contingent  the  experiments  as  may  seem  to  the 
or  occasional,  and  others  constant  and  Committee  to  make  decidedly  in  favour 
invariably  present;  also  upon  the  sup-  of,  or  against  the  claims  of  each  of  such 
position  of  a  plurality  of  causes  of  one  possible    causes ;    and   lastly,  to   give 
or  both  sounds,  that  some  causes  might  a  summary  of  the  conclusions  which  the 
be  common  to  both  sounds,  or  that  each  Committee  have  adopted  from  the  whole 
sound  might  have  its  own  set  of  causes  of  their  inquiries, 
exclusively.      Keeping    in   view   these 

ttreral  possible  d  priori  positions,  the  Memoranda  of  Experiments,  Sfc. 

Committee  made  an  enumeration  of  the        To  satisfy  themselves  fully  as  to  bow 

dreomstances  attending  the  hearths  ac-  far  the    sounds   might  be  modified    by 

tion  that  had  been,  or  might  be,  supposed  circumstances,  such  as  the  state  of  the 

Cipable  of  producing  sound,  and  endea-  lungs,   whether  distended  or   collapsed; 

▼oured  so  to  vary  their  experiments,  as  the  state  of  the  circulation,  whether  ex- 

to  exclude  in  turn  each  of  those  circum-  f  ited  or  tranquil ;  and  the  position  of  the 

stances,  with  a  view  to  isolate,  or  at  body ;  the  Committee  examined  the  heart 

leist  to  bring  sufficiently  into  relief,  the  ^J^  their  own  persons  ""der  all  thc^^^^  vane- 

M.«««*  1       *  ^  I    r  ^-«u  .»!.« J  ties  of  circumstance,  and  found  that  when 

eiwntial  cause  or  causes  of  each  sound,  thesubject  of  observation  is  supine,  or  lean- 

To  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  expen-  ^     ^  ^^^^^  backwards  and  towards  the  right 

Jfcnul    inquiry   thus  glanced   at,  the  ^^^^  ^^  fi„t  ^„n4  ia  uniform,  dull,  and 

tommittee    have    devoted    some    time  withoutanycon8iderableimpulse;butwben 

duiing  the  summer,  in  the  course  of  leaning  forwards,  and  especially  if  inclining 

^bich  thejr  have  had  to  encounter  nu-  much  to  the  left  side,  the  first  sound  is 

menms  difikaltiea,  especially  from  the  louder  and  fuUer-toned,  and  accompanied 
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by  strong  impulse;  they  found  also  that  foil  more  regular   after  inflation  was  made 

respiration  operated  like  leaning  to  the  more  steadily. 

right,  or  the  supine  position — bv  diminish-        Both  sounds  were  heard  with  the  instro. 

ing  sound  and  impulse ;  while  ^ull  cxpira-  ment  applied  to  the  great  arteries,  but  the 

tion,likeleaningforwardsandtotbelertside,  sound  with  impulse,  or  first  ioand,  alooe 

rendered  the  sounds  and  impulse  more  dis-  was  heard  on  the  Fentricles. 
tinct ;  the  former  louder,  the  latter  stronger         The  heart,  when  yielding  these  soundly 

and  more  diffused.     When  the  heart's  ac-  could  not,  the  Committee  were  satisfied, 

tion  is  excited  by  exertion,  they  found,  as  strike  against  the  chest's  walls,  or  any 

might  be  anticipated,  the  systolic  sound  other  hard  object 

and  impulse  at  their  maximum  of  tone        After  opening  the  pericardium  the  soandi 

and  force.    Moderate  exertion  they  ob-  were  weaker,  but  both  sounds  were  beard 

served  to  increase  the  intensity  of  both  with  the  stethoscope  applied  to  the  roots 

sounds, — whereas  sudden  exertion,  suffi-  of  the  great  arteries.    Both  sounds  was 

ciently  violent  greatly  to  accelerate  the  heard  also  on    the  greit  arteries,  wbsa 

action  of  the  heart,  they  found  impaired  a  portion  of  lung  was  interposed  between 

the  distinctness  of  the  second  sound,  the  the  instrument  and  the  great  vessels.  The 

first  continuing  loud,  short,  and  with  strong  heart  continued  to  act  for  forty  minutes, 
impulse.   The  indistinctness  of  the  second        v^„  a      g»k:<>»*  ••»»«•  .^  ....^..i^ 

sound  in    rapid  pulsaUon  of  the    heart  J^Z  \Z   ^^th   J^^^fJ^:^^!S^ 

seemed  to  depend  in  part  on  its  following  ^li^L/^ni^.  tweoty.«x  nunata 

^^Z'UV'''  '^"^'"'  """'  "  ^  "^        AtX"?^£  of  the  {^t  arteries  th. 

masKea  oy  ii.  ^^^  sounds  were  distinctly  heard,  but  after 

Exp.  2.~The  Committee  made  similar  the  introduction  of  two  curved  awls  into 

experimentson  voluntary  muscularcontrac*  the  arteries,  for  the  purpose  of  hooking  up 

tion,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  far  that  one  lamina  of  each  sigmoid  valve,  the 

act  is  accompanied  by  sound.  The  muscles  second  sound  was  wanting,  the  first  being 

operated  on  with  best  effect  were  the  bucci-  indistinct.   On  withdrawing  the  awls,  two 

nator,  masseter,  muscles  of  the  neck  and  sounds  were  heard,  and  soon  after  the 

forearm,  and  of  the  psrietes  of  the  abdo-  heart  ceased  to  act,  twenty  minutes  after 

men.  And  in  all  those  the  flexible  ear-tube  the  death  of  the  animal.    At  each  systole^ 

carefully  applied  so  as  to  prevent  friction,  while  the  heart  acted  rigoroaslv,  the  vea- 

yielded  sounds  more  or  less  striking ;  but  tricles  felt  to  the  finger  as  hard  as  carti- 

the  most  remarkable  results  were  obtained  lage. 

from  the  last  mentioned  parts.    From  the        The  heart  being  cut  out  and  plunged  in 

abdominal  muscular  contractions,  sounds  warm  salt  and  water,  a  sliaht  undulatoiy 

of  a  <*  systolic"  character,  if  the  expres-  contractile  motion  pervaded  the  substance 

sion   is  admissible,  in  all  respects,  and  of  the  ventricles  and  columnaa  camei^ 

as  loud  as,  or  louder  than  those  of  the  and  continued  for  some  time.   In  this  and 

heart,  were  with  facility  'obtained.    The  every  other  observation,  this  vermicular  or 

sounds  were  produced  biy  sudden  expira-  uudulatory  motion  supervened  upon  the 

tory   efforts,  made  with  force  and  with  cessation  of  the    normal  action  of  the 

the  mouth  closed,  and  were  obtained  with  organ,  and  never  before  the  organ  had 

the  flexible  ear-tube  from  various  parts  of  ceased  to  act  as  a  whole, 
the  parietes.      The  sound  of   muscular        t;,^^   -      o..u*«„*  «  j     i         m         •v. 

contraction  seems  in  the  case  of  the  abdo.  „H^"u:i~:?"feL'  ^?f  K"''  I  ""f^Sl 

minal  muscles  to  be  exaggerated  by  the  ^^''T^i'LuK'^L^™!      ""'"*"*' '*'°» 

hollowness  of  the  subjacent  part*.      '  '^^fh  Til  •  .?^*~ -l^.k  —    i.    -I 

At  the  time  the  sound  wis  heard,  the  „=TJ"'.u'"„?",J"?  i^"?:„^*  SS?  ^ 

*L^Tt^rlmlt'a.l\'t^efib■."had  !"? --k  ^^-••fi -•?  "~f    ^.•'« 


repeution  of  the  contracUle  effort  after  ;^^      ^^  ^  ^^  .     „,„j^ 

prerious  relaxaUou.  ^^  undulatory  moUon,   which'^Jw.  S 

Exp.  3. — Subject  a  young  ass,  poisoned  creased  by  immersion  in  cold  water.    The 

with  woorara  introduced  into  an  incision  two  ventricles  being  opened  by  cuts  at  the 

in  the  flank.  Ap^x,  at  right  angles  to  the  septum,  and 

The  animal  died  sixteen  minutes  after  the  heart  being  drawn  with  the  apex  up- 

the  introduction  of  the  woorara ;  much  wards  through  water,  the  laminae  of  the 

blood  was  lost  in  opening  the  chest ;  the  mitral  and  tricuspid  valves  were  seen  to 

heart  was  acting  at  tlie  moment  of  expo-  close  together  each  time  the  heart  was  eo 

sure,  but  not  strongly ;  its  action  became  drawn  upwards  through  the  water. 
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—Snbjeet  a  joang  asSy  destroyed  sounds  were  heard.    Needles  were  then 

§^.  introduced  to  book   up  a  lamina  of  the 

ning  the  chest  the  heart  acted  sigmoid  valves  of  aorta,  when  the  second 

producing    both    sounds    dis-  sound  was  heard  by  two  observers.    The 

Carved  awls  were  then  intxo-  pulmonary  sigmoids  were  also  attempted 

o  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  ar^  to  be  so  treated  (the  aortic  valves  being 

look  back  the  valves,  when  the  continued  under  the  needle),  when  two 

and  was  replaced  by  a  sucking  observers  heard  the  two  sounds,  but  not 

s  sound.    The  awls  being  with-  the  third  observer*. 

'^  MbU  ^"*  ■**'°  ^'^'  ^  ^"-  '0-8ubiect  a  young  ass;  pithed, 

ng  leeoiy.  Chest  immediately  opened,  when  the  heart 

^Subject  a  young  ass.    A  smaU  ^"  ^^^«  »lowIy  but  forcibly.    At  first 
of  woorara  was  introduced  into  "^  second  sound  was  heard,  but  a  bellows 
bat  without  destroying  life,  and  «o«°^^  (instead) )  then  a  violent  action  was 
ai  was  dUpatched  by  a  blow  on  attended  vnth  a  single  sound,  accompa. 
'^  nied  by  a  bellows  sound,  which  (latter) 
letimr  very  quickly  and  strongly  <»"ed  as  the  heart  became  more  slow  in 
chSt  was  opened;  first  sound  action,  after  which  both  sounds  became 
ble.     The  auricles  being  pushed  distinct;  then  the  arteries  being  pressed 
fingers  into  the  ventricles,  so  as  with  the  finger  at  their  origins,  a  first 
the  auriculo. ventricular  valves  ^^^^  ^a*  ^«a^»  ^th  a  blowing  murmur 
>  first,  or  impulse  sound,  only  accompanying,  and  another  munnur  fol- 
ia second  sound  wanting.    On  lowing,  but  no  flapping  (or  second)  sound, 
ing  the  fingers  from  the  auricles  ^^  removing  the  pressure  (from  the  ar. 
ids  were  audible,  the  heart  act-  tenes),  the  second  sound  was  heard,  and 
slowly,  but  yet  strongly.    The  the  murmur  ceased.      Immediately  after 
le  arteries  being  compressed  be-  the  systole  a  flapping  or  jerking  sensation 
.  fingers  and  stethoscope,  the  first  ^as  sensible  to  th^  finger  applied  to  the 
e  sound  only  heard,  accompanied  arteries  at  their  roots.  The  inversion  of  the 
beUows  or  rasp  sound.    On  re-  »!?"jl!?,T",  accompanied  by  a  sensaUon 
be  pressure  (from  the  arteries),  Sf^thnllmg  in  the  finger  of  the  operator, 
ads  again  became  audible.    An  The  auriculo- ventricular  valves  werefound 
being  then  made  into   the  left  Jo  act  m  water  after  the  removal  of  the 
finger  was  passed  through  the  ^^art  from  the  body,  closing  on  its  being 
ventricular  orifice  to  the  bottom  ^^^^y  apex  upwards,  through  water. 
.  ventricle,  and  the  fingers  of  the  •ri^„    i,      c.k;^*  •   »»»«<*  •— .   «^s 

dbeing  pUu^d  under^he  ri^t  Je^wilh-el^ln^^^^^^^^^^ 

Uie  heart  was  compressed  ^-  ^  ^^^                ^^  ^^^  .^  ^j^^  ^^^ 

hands,  so  as  to  obliterate  the  j                   }^^  ^^  ^         ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

K  *"J  k'  "^i'' k 'f  "^""l    """  "^"  ^  pei^i ved  and  felt  by  the  fingers  inside 

heard  by  all,  but  weak.  ^„ ^  ^^^.^^  ^^  sternum  at  the  »me  Umc, 

—Animal  a  young  ass,  destroyed  ^»th  sound  and  with  considerable  pressure 

on  the  head  upwards  against  the  finger  placed  between 

irt  at  first  acted  convulsively,  as  the  hewt  and  carUlages.    The  chest  and 

t  exertion,  but  afterwards  nearly  Pencardium  were  then  opened,  which  lat- 

slow  for  a  short  time.    While  ter  had  a  litUe  serum  in  it    After  turning 

s  action  was  quick,  no  second  ^^^^  the  animal  on  its  left  side,  so  lui  to 

IS  heard  ;   but  after  it  became  "ake  the  heart  hang  vertically  out  of  the 

h  sounds  were  heard:    shortly  fhest,  a  first  sound  was  heard  through  the 

•  iU  action  became  loo  feeble  tube    applied  to  the  ventncles,   but  no 

Jar  for  observation.  ?^«"^    «>«nd-    .  1^«    «»?»f    «>and    ^M 

beard  on  the  right   auricle   posteriorly, 

— Subject  a  young  ass.    Poison-  without  the  second  sound :  the  heart  acted 

roduction  of  24  drops  of  an  in-  in  both  cases  weakly.    The  tube  being 

ireparation  of  coneia  into  the  applied  to  the  rooU  of  the  arteries,  gave 

n  proving  unsuccessful,  the  ani-  the  same  result  to  one  observer— i.  e.  a  first 

iltimately  pithed.  without  a  second  sound.    The  animal  be- 

fning  the  chest  the  heart  dIs- 

lible  as  to  both  sounds,  and  in  •  The  Committee  were  nncertftln  how  fkr  the 

€tion.     The  fingers  were  pushed  hooking  up  of  th«  valves  wa*  really  effected, 

aricles,  and  through  the  auriculo-  <>'''««  *»  '^n*  **'?*'1".«'^  *?  ^\  ntHtB ;  they 

•  ^^mZ^  »k»«  J^^*  .^..«^  «....  "'«'«  °®'  afterwarcU  able,  as  In  other  cases  wher« 
r  orifices.  When  a  first  sound  wm  curved  awls  were  used,  to  find  the  marks  of  the 
uonged  by  a  whizzing  sound,  needles,  so  as  to  ascerUin  the  direction  In  which 
rawing  the  fingers  both  normal  (>>«y  ^*^  passed. 
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ing  again  laid  on  his  right  side,  the  first  diastole  of  the  Tentrides,  and  terminated 

sound  was  heard  by  two  obsenrers.    Cir-  by  a  flap.    The  sensation  of  flapping  for 

cuinstances  pre?ented  the  third  member  of  jerking)  was  felt  to  be  synchronous  in  ue 

the  Committee  from  auscultating  during  two  arteries. 

this  experiment,  which  was  not  repeated.  The  tension  and  hardness  of  the  Tcn- 

tricle«,  during  their  systole,  were  Teiyn^ 

Exp.  12. — Subject  as  abote,  and  pithed,  markable. 
Heart  acted  33  mtnutes.    On  opening  the        The  pulmonary  artery  being  cut  across 

chest  the  two  sounds  were  heard,  the  heart  the  first  sound  was   still  loud :  and  the 

acting  slowly  and  with  tolerable  force.  aorta  being  then  cut  across  likewise,  the 

The  auricles  were  then  inverted  bv  the  same  result    was    obtained — viz.  a  iist 

fingers,  and  the  first  sound,  continuea  into  without  a  second  sound.    The  heart  wu 

a  l^llows  murmur,  was  heard.    The  mur-  then  severed  from  its  other  attachmeDti^ 

mur  was  accompanied  by  a  thrilling  mo-  and  the  systolic  sound  was  still  heard  dis- 

tion,  sensible  to  the  finger  of  the  operator,  tinctly.      The  heart  was    then    grasped 

and   synchronous  with  the  impulse.     A  strongly  under   blood:   it   continued  to 

lamina  of  each  sigmoid  valve  was  then  contract  vigorously,  and  the  first  sound 

hooked  up  (with  dissecting  hooks),  when  was  heard  (but  not  loud)  with  the  flexible 

a  sound  was  heard  not  followed  by  a  second  tube  as  well  as  the  common  stethoscopep 

sound;  but  on  removing  the  hooks,  the  The  heart  was  then  taken  out,  and  held  is 

second  sound  was  again  heard.    On  in*  the  hand  of  one  of  the  Committee ;  wbea 

verting  the  auricles  again,  the  chordae  ten-  the  first  sound  was  distinct,  but  feeUe. 

dineae  of  the  mitral  valre  alone  were  felt  On  opening  the  right  ventricle,  the  eo- 

to  become  tense  io  systole,  and  lax  in  dias-  lumnee  camesB  were  distinctly  seen  oob- 

tole.    A  finger  being  introduced  into  the  tracting  simultaneously  with  theventiide. 
left  ventricle,  through  the  auricle,  the  first 

sound  was  heard  with  a  murmur.  Such   are  the  particulars  of  all  the 

more    saccessful    experiments    of   the 

Exp.  13.— Subiect  a  young  ass;  pithed.  Committee.    With  regard  to  those  pos- 

On  opening  the  chest  and  the  pericardium  sible   causes  of  the  normal  sounds  of 

both   sounds  were  disUncUy  heard,  but  the  heart,  which  have  been  investigated 

feeble.  by  the  Committee,  the  principal  of  ibcm 

«f ?h°P  jri±"'l^L'nLl^^^^^^  ««^  ^  follows  :-The*^fir8t*sound  hu 

of  the  valves,  a  sensation  of  flappmir  for  •  *^  'u  *  j  ^ 

jerking)  was  observed  by  all.  commencing  been  attributed  to,  -.    .     ^ 

immediately  after  the  systole,  and  accom-         ^ :  ^^P^^^^  «»• "«  beating  of  the  heart 

panying  the  second  sound.  against  the  panetes  of  the  chest 

The  awls  beinr  introduced  into  the  ar-         ^-  ^J^^'cular  sounds  or  the  resonaoee 

tcries  (so  as  to  hook  up  the  valves),  the  attending  muscular  contraction, 
second  sound  was  wanting.    After  remov.         3.  Collisions  of  the  particles  of  tie 

ing  the  awls,  at  first  only  the  systolic  blood  against  each  other,  or  against  the 

sound  was  heard,  but  after  a  short  time  parictes,  valves,  &c.  of  the  heart's  ca- 

both  were  heard  by  all.  vities. 

On  opening  the  heart  (at  the  close  of        4.  The  action  of  the  auricuto^ventri. 

w  hCTiXLhI?   v%^^     ^^"1^*u  «''«'•  ^^^^^'  during  systole, 

arterier    ""®"^°'*^  ^^^^^  "P  '"  ^^'^  .  6.  And  the  coUisL  of  the  appoiite 

intei'ior  surfaces  of  the  ventricles  in  the 

Exp.  14.---Subject  a  young  ass;  pithed,  same  state. 
After  opening  the  chest  the  pericardium        The  normal  or  second  sound  has  been 

was  opened,  and  a  thick  layer  of  tow  was  attributed  to, 

interposed  between  the   heart  and    sur-         1.  Impulse  of  the  heart  against  the 

rounding  parts,  the  heart  conUnuing  to  thoracic  parietes,  owing  to  the   rapid 

actj.    At  first  the  systolic  sound  was  heard,  expansion  during  diastole. 

«X^t  L*n^ir'  "^'^"'  Y  ^^''';        2.  An  intrinsic  sound  attending  the 

wards  the  napping  sensation,  and  second  j*-  *  1  1  *     ^i    ^      • .  v*  • 

sound,  were  very  distinct  also.  diastole    aualogrous  to   that  which  the 

The  finger  being  introduced  into  the  observations  of  the   Committee    prove 

left  ventricle  by  inversion  of  the  auricle,  *®.  V  sjstolic  action  of  the  vcn- 

was  felt  to  be  gently  embraced  and  pushed',  ^cles. 

as  if  by  a  membrane  distended  with  blood.        ^*  Flapping  of  the  auricolo'VentricU' 

On  the  right  side  nothing  similar  was  un-  ^^  valves^  duriiigr  diastole,  against  the 

equivocally  observed.     On  pressing  tlie  ^\d^  of  the  ventricles, 
aorta  or  pulmonary  artery  between  the         4.  The  rushing  of   fluids   into  the 

finger  and  thumb  gently,  a  to  andfn  thrill  great  arteries,  after  the  systole, 
was  felt  .accompanying  the  systole  and        6.  The  rt«AiM^  of  the  fluids  from  the 
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mrtelct  Mto  the  ventricUM  durmgf  dias.  yentricle,    continued  still  to  emit  the 

tole.  first  sound.    (Exp.  7  and  12.) 

6.  Sudden  tension  and  flapping  of  3.  The  heart  beingf  (jrrasped  firmly  in 

the  sigmoid  valves  after  the  systole.  the  hand,  afler  separation  from  its  attach- 

Of  the  eaases  t*  which  the  first  sound  ments,  and   while  immersed  in   blood, 

has  been  attributed,  the  Committee  feel  gave  the  first  sound  distinctly.  (Exp.  14.) 

itnecessary  to  notice  each  separately,  ex-  The    pressure  in  this  case   must,    in 

cept  the  last    With  regard  to  the  alWed  the  opinion  of  the    Committee,    hare 

€tiise8,howeTer,ofthe  second  sound, they  prevented  friction  between  the  opposite 

inll    feel  themselves  justified  in  beiug*  interior  surfaces  of  the  organ. 

leas  minute ;  partly  to  avoid  tiresome  4.  The  division  of  the  aorta  and  pul- 

lepetitions,  but  principally  on  account  monary  artery,  and  even  the  extraction 

of  the  obvious  preponderance  of  evi-  of  the  heart,  does  not  prevent  the  first 

dence,  as  the  Committee  conceive,  in  sound.    (Exp.  14.) 

fiiTOur  of  the  theory  last-mentioned.  5.  The  Committee  made  also  various 

Frrrt  ;S*imd.-F«Wflr  Ten,ion.  experiments   in  order  to  ascertain  the 

_  .        ,- ,  ,  ,       .  power  of  fluids  to  produce  sound  when 

It  IS  well  known  that  several  eminent  [„  conUct  with  solids. 

wnten  have  attributed  the  first  sound        Qn  compressing,  by  the  stethoscope, 

to  the  sudden  closure  of  the  auncolo-  ti,e  gum  clastic  bottle,  filled  with  wa- 

▼enmcular  valves  during  the  systo  e.  ter  and  under  water,  they  could  not  sue- 

With   reference  to  that  Question,   the  ceed  in  producing  any  other  sound  than 

Cmmmittee  have    made    the  foliowmg  occasionally    a     bellows-sound.      The 

observations :—  power  of  obstructed  currents  of  liquid 

^   1.  Inverting  the  auricles,  and  pass-  j^  produce  the  various  modifications  of 

ug  the  finger  inib  the  aunculo-ventri-  the  bellows  sound,  was   further    illus- 

caUr  orifices,  does  not  prevent  the  first  t^ated  to  the  Committee  in  several  ex- 

loand.  Aough  it  must  prevent  the  ac-  perimente  on  animals,  in  which  pres- 

tion  of  the  valves.    (Exp.  68.)  gu^e  of  the  arteries,  partial  obstruction 

2.  In  the  experiments  just  referred  ^f  ^^^  auriculo-ventricular  orifices,  and 
to,  the  action  of  the  mitral  valve,  as  ^^  suspension  of  the  action  of  the  sig- 
fclt  by  the  finger,  was  of  too  gradual  ^^\^\  valves,  were  repeatedly  accompa- 
and  feeble  a  kind  to  be  canable  of  pro-  ^ied  by  this  phenomenon  :  the  thrill  ac- 
docing  sound ;  while,  on  the  right  side,  companying  this  sonorous  passage  of 
the  tightening  of  the  tncuspid  was  not  yurnks  was,  in  every  case,  iensible  to 
strong  enough  to  be  sensible  to  the  fin-  ^^  finger. 

8^*'^':    '    .                   ,          ,  ®-  To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  ex- 

3.  Vanoos  instances  where  the  ven-  periments  of  MM.  f  igeaux  and  Piorry 
tndes  were  treated  so  aa  to  obliterate  {Archiv.  gen.  de  M6J.,  &c.)  have  been 
their  cavities  by  pressure,  and  render  repeated  by  the  reporter,  in  the  presence 
▼slirular  action  impoMible,  gave,  never-  ^^^  ^jti,  ^y^^  assistance  of  Dr.  Edwin 
theless,  the  first  sound.    (Exp.  6, 7,  &c.)  Harrison,  and  other  gentlemen,  not  of 

Fnnn  those  facts,  the  Committee  con-  ^^^  Committee,  but  in  no  instance  of 
dade  that  valvular  action  is  not  a  cause  several  trials  was  any  thing  like  the  first 
of  the  first  sound.  80„„d  produced. 

Firet  Sound.  —  Collision  in  the  From  the  preceding  facts,  the  Com- 

Fluids,  ^c,  mittee  conclude  that  the  normal  first 

The  following  are  the  facts  observed  aound  of  the  heart  is  in  no  degree  re- 

br  the  Committee,  with  regard  to  the  ferable  to  any  collisions  of  the  particles 

alleged  sonorous  collisions  of  the  parti-  of  the    fluids  amongst  themselves,  or 

dcs  of  blood  amongst  themselves,   or  against  the  parictes,&c.  of  the  ventricles. 

■gainst  the  parietes,  valves,  &c.  of  the  ^        <^       .     ,       « 

mitrides.  First  Sound.'^Impulse, 

1.  The  obstruction  of  the  aoriculo-  The  facts  relating  to  the  connexion  of 
▼entricular  orifices,  by  the  fingers  intro-  impulse  with  the  first  sound,  that  are 
doced  bj  inverting  the  auricles,  does  contained  in  the  preceding  experiments, 
BOC  materially  modify  the  first  sound,  are  the  following :  —  In  a  variety  of 
(Exp.  7,  8,  &c.)  cireumstances,  in  which  it  is  difiicult  to 

2.  The  heart  being  pressed  between  a  •see  bow  impulse  could  occur  to  cause 
linger  introduced  through  the  auricle  to  sound,  the  systolic  sound  was  distinctly 
the  bottom  of  the  left  ventricle,  and  the  andible<~viz. 

other  hand  placed    outside  the  right       1.  When  the  Heart  lay  ex^^oied)  ^^- 
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prived  of  its  pericardium,  and  supported  flaccid  body,  eztremelj  tenie,  and  to 

Dy  tbe  mediastinum  alone,  asinLxp.  1.  the  touch  hard  as  cartilage.     (Expts. 

2.  When  the  heart  was  held  between  4  and  14,  and  manj  others  in  whiek 
the  fing'ers,  with  some  force  of  pressure,  the  fact  was  not  recorded). 

the  left  side  cavities  being  empty,  or  3*  The  unvarying  «Ddf  uniform  cht- 

nearly  so,  as  in  Exp.  12.  racter  of  the  systolic  sound,  however 

3.  When  the  heart  was  imbedded  in  diversified  the  circumstances  in  whidi 
tow.     (Exp.  14.)  the  heart  was  placed  (Expts.  3,  7, 11, 

4.  When  the  heart  hung  out  of  the  14),  furnishes  a  strong  argument  is 
thorax  by  its  vessels,  removed  from  all  favour  of  its  intrinsic  nature. 

contact  to  which  sound  ^might  be  re-  3*  The  voluntary  muscles,  when  sod- 

ferred,  asin  Exp.  11.*  denly  contracted,    become    tense   and 

5.  When  the  neart  was  severed  from  hard,  and  emit  sounds  resembling 
all  its  attachments,  and  grasped  strongly  strikingly  the  first  sound  of  the  heart, 
in  the  hand,  as  in  Exp.  14.  This    is  especially  observable    in  the 

On  the  other  hand,  several  facts  show  action     of    the    abdominal    muscles, 

that  the  impulse  against  the  ribs  may  (Expt.  2.) 

produce  sound.  4.    From  these    experimental  facts, 

1.  In  Exp.  11,  and  in  others,  in  the  ^^^en  along  with  the  self-evident  fact, 
memoranda  of  which  the  fact  has  been  ^^^  ^^^  muscular  tension  thus  experi- 
omitted,  the  heart,  during  systole,  was  mentally  proved  to  be  sonorous  u  an 
felt,  both  outside  and  inside  the  chest,  essential  part  of  muscular  contrae- 
to  nress  with  force  against  the  sternum  ^^^^>  ^^e  Committee  conclude  that  the 
and  cartilages.  first  sound  of  the  heart  is  a  physioal  re- 

2.  In  our  observations  on  the  effects  ^^}^  of  the  sudden  transition  of  the  ven- 
of  posture,  we  remarked,  that  leaning  tricles  from  a  flaccid  condition  to  a 
to  toe  lefl  or  forwards,  gave  additional  *^^  ^^  extreme  tension  ;^that,  in  a 
force  to  the  impulse  and  loudness  to  the  word,  the  first  sound  is  essentially  i 
the  sound;   while  '  inclination    of   the  muscular  sound. 

body,  such  as  to  cause  the  heart  to  gra-  o         .  mr         ,  o        .    ^   ,     ,, 

vitate  away  from  the  ribs,  diminished  at  ^'^'"'^  Normal  Sound  of  the  Hemrt. 

once  the  sound  and  impulse.  We  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 

3.  To  those  we  may  add  the  facts  of  the  normal  second  sound,  and  of  the 
pointed  out  by  Dr.  Spittal,  (Edinburgh  hypotheses  that  have  been,  or  might  be, 
Mcdicaland  Surgical  Journal)  whichhave  «a^anccd  respecting  it,  and  the  lacU  we 
been  repeated  and  verified  by  the  re.  possess  that  throw  light  on  iu  causes 
porter,  assisted  by  Dr.  E.  Harrison  and  *"^  mechanism. 

other  gentlemen   not  of  the   Commit-  '^^^  Committee  had  proceeded  but  a 

tee,  and   which  seem  to  prove  that  if  *"?'".'    ^V  ^"  **'«'''  experimenu!    in- 

the  living  heart  impinge  with  any  force  3"*"es,  when  they  found  the  condosimi 

upon  the   walls  or  the   thorax,  sound  [o«5e<J  <>«  them,  that  the  majority  of  the 

must  result.  hypotheses  (above  enumerated)  regaid- 

From  the  whole   of  these  facts  the  *"fi^  ^^^  second  sound,  were  wholly  nn- 

Committee  conclude  that  impulse  is  not  tenable.     In  some  of  their  first  ezp^ 

the  principal  cause  of  the  first  sound,  ™f  "ts  they  found  that  the  second  sound 

but  that  It  is  an  auxiliary  and  occa-  ^^e^\    *»e    absent,  although    the  first 

sional  cause,  nearly  null  in  quietude,  »<;"»«  wa»  present  and  the  systolic  and 

and  in  the  supine  posture,  but  increasing  J,>*stolic    actions    were    quite   normal. 

very  considerably  the  sound  of  the  sys-  ^"®  second   sound,  for  example,  was 

tole  in  opposite  circumstances.  supnressed  by— 1,  pressure  on  the  not» 

First  Sound-Muscutar  Tension.  tt  oTZ^  'se^of  ^.i^^f  ^  J 

The  facts  ascertained  by  the  Com-  suspending  the  heart  out  of  the  chest ; 

luittee  relating  directly  to  muscular  ten-  4,  by  inverting  the  arteries,  &c.  (Me 

sion   as  a  possible  cause   of  the   first  Expt,   passim):    the    first  sound  and 

sound,  are    few   but  striking,  and   in  alternate  ventricular  actions  continuing 

their  judgment  decisive.  unaflected  in  any  material  degree  in 

1 .  The  heart  in  systole  becomes  sud-  each  case.    Such  facts,  of  which  there 

denly,  from  a  comparatively  soft  and  are  many  in  the  accounts  of  the  experi- 

•  In  the  four  experlmenU  ju.t  referred  to.  the  "^"to,  seemed  to  the  CcanmiUee  •^^ 

inttroineDt  wm  applied  to  the  ftrterUi  ocsr  their  >neompaUble  With  any  Other  hypothetts 

''^'*'  respecting  the  second  sound  than  the 


MOTIONS  AND  SOUNDS  OF  THE  HEAUT.  367 

last,  viz.  that  wbicb   refers  it  to  the  the  systole  during  the  laapensioii  of  the 

iCtioD  of  the  semilunar  yalvcs.     Be-  valve  ;    in  other  instances  there  was 

udes,  several  of  those  hyp<»theses  ap-  absence  of  sound  simplj.    (Exps.  4, 6, 

peared    liable     to    the    weighty    pre-  12, 13). 

luoinary  objection,  that  they  are  wholly  6.  The  arteries  were  cut  across  close 

nrbitrmry,  and  without  any  foundation,  to  the  sigmoid  valves,  the  veins  beinff 

■o  fiir  as  the  Committee  have  been  able  left  entire,  and  the  heart  beating  witn 

to  ascertain,  in  accurate  observations  or  considerable  force  ;    the  ear-tube  was 

experiments.    Under  those  impressions  then  applied,  but  gave  only  one  sound, 

the  Committee  think  it  best  to  proceed  and  that  one  coincident  with  the  sys- 

at  once- to  state  the  facts  which,  m  their  tole.     (Exp.  14). 

mnnioiiy  tend  to  establish  the  action  of  6.   In  toe  separated  heart  the  first 

iim  sigmoid  valves  to  be  the  cause  of  sound  was  repeatedly  observed,  but  the 

tW    normal  second  sound.      For  this  second  sound  never. 

tome  repetition  perhaps  may  be  neces-  ^      ,    . 

•afT,  bat  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  excused.  Summary  and  Conelustont, 

The  following  experiments  were  nlide  1.   The  first  sound  of  the  heart,  as 

with  especial  reference  to  the  mechanism  heard   in  the  chest,  is  generally  com- 

of  the  second  sound.  plex  in  its  nature,  consisting  of  one 

1.  Pressure  with  the  fingers  and  constant  or  essential  sound,  and  one 
tbomb  was  exerted  on  the  arteries  close  perceptible  only  under  certain  circum- 
to  the  sigmoid  valves,  so  as  to  flatten  stances.  This  constant  element  of  the 
the  tubes  a  little,  and  the  second  sound,  first  sound  may  be  considered  as  in- 
previously  clear,  and  in  every  respect  trinsic,  a))pearing  to  depend  on  the  sud- 
normal,  was  immediately  suppressed,  den  transition  of  the  ventricles  from  a 
and  a  bellows  murmur  was  beard  in-  state  of  flaccidity  in  diastole  to  one  of 
stead :  this  murmur  ceased,  and  the  extreme  tension  in  systole ;  while  the 
normal  sound  returned  instantly  on  the  extrinsic,  or  subsidiary  sound,  which 
removal  of  the  fingers.  (Expts.  7  and  in  a  variety  of  circumstances  contributes 
10).  largely  to  the  first  sound,  arises  frorn  the 

2.  A  de^iree  of  pressure  sufiicient,  it  impulse  of  the  heart  against  the  parietes 
was  conceived,  to  change  but  very  slight-  chiefly  of  the  thorax. 

ly,  if  at  all,  the  shape  of  the  vessels,  2.  The  collisions  of  the  particles  of 

gave  to  the  finger  sensations  of  currents  the  blood  amongst  each  other,  or  against 

moving  in  opposite  directions, — the  one  the  interior  panetes,  valves.  Sec.  of  the 

earrent,  from    the    heart,  more  strik-  heart,  do  not  appear  to  have  any  share 

ing  and  coinciding  with  the  systole, —  in  the  nonnal  nrst  sound  of  the  heart ; 

theodier,  towards  toe  heart,  less  forcible,  neither  do  the  motions  of  the  auriculo- 

aad  synchronous  with  the  diastole,  and  ventricular  valves ;    and  the  attrition  of 

ending  suddenly    by    a    sensation    of  the  opposite    interior    surfaces  of  the 

flapping  or  jerking.    (Exp.  14).  heart's    cavities    seems   purely    hypo- 

3.  The  fingers  being  applied  gently  thetical. 

lo  the  regions  of  the  sigmoid  valves,  3.  The  principal  and  apparently  only 

and  the  ear-tube  applied  to  the  heart,  cause    of  the    sec(»iid  nonnal    sound 

tlie  flapping  souna  was  heard,  and  a  of  the  heart  is  the  sudden  closure  of  the 

sensation  as  of  a  gentle  tap  was  felt  by  sigmoid  valves,  by  the  columns  of  blood 

Ibe  finger  in  coincidence  with  the  dias-  that  recoil  back  on   them  during  the 

tole  and    second    sound.      (Exps.    10  diastole,  impelled  by  the  elastic  con- 

aad  14).  traction  of  the  arteries. 

4.  One  valve  of  each  set  of  sigmoids  4.  The  columnse  carnese  appear  to  act 
was  booked  up  in  each  artery  sue-  simultaneously  with  the  parietes  of  the 
eessively,  and  the  ierking  motion  in-  ventricles,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
variably  ceased,  with  one  apparent  ex-  make  it  apparently  impossible  that  the 
eeption  only,  and  continued  suppressed  auriculo-veiitricular  valves  should  close 
in  the  artery  in  which  a  valve  had  been  with  a  flap  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
BO  booked  up.    If  a  valve  in  one  artery  sigmoid  valves*. 

onl/  was  so  engaged,  the  second  sound    

was  weakened  j    but  if  a  valve  of  each  *  An  opinion  which  U  further  conflnaed  by  the 

^      -      .          .J                IS      J     4i aL^  anatomy  of  the  heart  of  the  domestic  cotk.  In 

set   of    Sigmoids    was    fixed,    then    the  ^^^ch    M.  Bonlllaud    (Dn  Ccaar,  torn.  I.)  an- 

second  sound  wholly  disappeared.     In  peart   to  have   heard   both    aoanda    with   the 

i«me  in.unc«  there  wa.  ..  murmur  of  -*•--•  Z^^!"^,  T'jLry^S!'^^ 

UIO  sadnng  or  blowing  kind  following  falvular  office    ia   dUclMffged  bi   \«iii\iiax   «x- 


3G8   MR.  WALKER  ON  THE  NERVES  AND  MUSCLES  OF  THE  ORBIT. 

To  conclude  :    the  Committee   feel  the  temporal  side,  the  haw  has  been 
stronglj  that  the  subject  of  the  heart's  made  to  start  forward  over  the  front  of 
motions  and  sounds  requires  further  in-  the  eye.    The  question  that  I  would 
vestig'ation,  especially  in  their  patho-  offer  for  consideration,  then,  is   this— 
logical  relations,  and  a  wider  range,  docs  the  action  of  the  retractor  muscle, 
and  greater  variety  of  experiments,  than  coniointly  with   that  of  the  abductor, 
have  hitherto  been  performed*  pull  the  eye  backwards  and  outwards ii 
(Signed)  a  similar  manner  to  that  in  the  ezperi- 
C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.  ment  above  noticed,  and  thus  cause  a 
F.R.S.  &c.  protrusion  of  the  haw  ?    If  so,  we  see 
R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.,  Profes-  at  once,  why  these  two  muscles  should 
sor    of   Physiology    and  be  so  intimately  connected  as  they  are 
General  and  Morbid  Ana-  made  to  be,  by  being  supplied  with 
tomy  in  King's  College,  branches  of  the  same  nerve.     Undoobt- 
London.  <^dly,  the  arrangement  of  the  nerves  of 
J.  CLENDiNNiNO,M.D.,Fel-  the  eye  generally  would  lead  to  ibe 
low  of  the  Royl.  Cull,  of  conclusion,  that  where  there  is  a  con- 
Physicians  ;    Hon.   Sec.  mon   distinction  of  nervous  filaments, 
Royl.  Med.-Chir.  Soc.  of  there  must  likewise  be  a  relation,  more 
London  ;  Physician  to  the  or  less,  between  the  offices  of  the  differ- 
Marylebone  Infirmary.  ent  parts  to  which  they  go.     We  see 

Reporter,  this    principle    displayed   here   in    the 

most  striking  manner ;  as,  for  example, 

in  the  case  of  the  levator  palpebrae  and 

NERVES   AND  MUSCLES  OF  THE  levator  oculi,  so  that   we   cannot  but 

A^^xi,*^^   «x       i»^ox^u^v^  vrx    A±AMu  reg-ard  It  as  one  of  first-rate  importance. 

ORBIT.  Sir  c.  Bell  seems  to  have  entertained 
— —  some  idea  of  there  being  a  relation  be- 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  twecn  the  action  of  the  two  muscles  in 

question,  —  "  that  there   is  something 

S1R9  common  to  the  retractor  ocuH  and  the 

I  COULD  not  help  regarding  Mr.  Thur-  rectus  externus*."   Elsewhere, however, 

nam's  communication,  on  the  compara-  Sir  C.  Bell  says, — "  In  quadrupeds  I 

tive  anatomy  of  the  muscles  and  nerves  have  ascertained  that  the  oblique  mus- 

of  the  eye-ball,  as  one  of  considerable  clcs  act  when  the  haw  is  protruded,  but 

interest.     The  spirit  of  research,  as  well  ^   have   also   found   that  the  retractor 

as  the  correct  feeling  it  displays,  appear  oculi  alone  is  capable  of  forcing  forward 

to  me  worthy  of  commenaation ;  and  I  the  hawf ." 

think  the  question  put  by  that  gentleman  On   the  whole,  I  see  no  reason  lor 

is  capable  of  a  satisfactory  answer.  concluding  that  the  fact  of  the  retractor 

The  notion  that  the  retractor  muscle  muscle    being   supplied   hj   the  sixth 

of  the  eye  of  quadrupeds  is  intended  nerve,  at  all  militates   against  the  ex- 

simply  for  the  suspension  of  that  organ,  planation  of  the  functions  of  the  muscles 

cannot  now,   I  think,  be  maintained.  And  nerves  of  the  eye-ball,  as  given  in 

The  fact  that  this  muscle  is  found  only  ^Y  paper  of  the  24th  September.    As 

in  those  creatures  who  possess  the  Aai/;, —  ^r.  Tnumam  has    himself   remarked, 

that  it  neither  exists  in  the  quadrumana,  the  view  suggested  by  Mr.  Hunt,  and 

or  in  man, — and  that  in  birds  there  is  a  since  carried  out  and  perfected  by  him* 

direct  communication  between  the  third  f^lf*  refers   to   the  primary  and  more 

eye-lid  and  the  quadratus  and  pyrami-  important  functions—  functions  which 

dialis  muscles,  which  are  absent  in  qua-  &re  common  to  all  creatures  in  which 

drupeds,  all  seem  to  imply  that  there  is  the  eye  is  fully  developed;  wbereas» 

a  relation  between  the  two.    This  is  the  fact  of  the  branches  of  the  sixth 

now,   I   presume,  very  generally    ad-  nerve  supplying  the  retractor  muscle 

mitted.  has  reference  to  secondary  arrangements. 

In  experiments  on  the  eyes  of  qua-  ^nd  such  as  are  but  partial  in  their  ap* 
druneds,  I  have  always  found  that  on  plication.^I  have  the  honor  to  be,air, 
pushing  the  ball  backwards  and  from  Your  very  obedient  servant, 
John  Wajlksr. 

teotioDt  of  the  tub^tnncc  of  the  pnrietea  of  the  Manchtnter,  Nov.  38,  18M. 

ventricle,  wlilch  meet  lo  the  middle,  to  at  dur-  —                                                                     ■ 

Inc  the  aytiole  to  cover  the  aurlculo-rentrlcular  *  The  Nervooi  Sftteik  4lo.  p.  IM. 

'»^*'*«  t  IMd.  p.  191. 
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TREATMENT  OF  LUNG  DISEASE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sim, 

If  it  be  not  a  gfenerally-koown  fact  that 
the  tartar  emetic  is  such  au  excellent 
remedy  for  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  lun^jTs,  I  take  the  li- 
bertj  of  sending  you  the  following  case, 
in  addition  to  that  of  Dr.  Kemp,  which, 
if  jon  consider  worthy  a  place  in  a 
comer  of  ^our  raluable  journal,  is  quite 
at  jour  disposal. 

A  short  time  since  I  was  suddenly 
called  to  a  Mrs.  B.,  oet.  28,  married,  but 
without  children,  of  consumptive  aspect, 
and  whose  father  died  of  phthisis.  She 
had  been  suflTering  from  an  affection  of 
the  lungs  previously  to  this,  fur  which 
she  had  had  the  advice  of  a  medical 
man,  and  was  much  better,  some  days 
before  I  saw  her.  When  I  saw  her  she 
was  labouring  under  the  greatest  de- 
gree of  dyspnoea  it  has  ever  been  my 
lot  to  witness ;  a  most  distressing  cough, 
so  that  she  could  not  speak  ;  and  a  pulse 
of  130.  My  impression  at  tlie  time  cer- 
tainly was,  that  she  could  not  live : 
however,  I  determined  to  try  the  effect 
of  tartarized  antimony,  and  ordered  the 
following  :— 

Antim.  Tart.  gr.  ij. ;  Trs  Di^^it.  nixxx. ; 
Oxym.  Simp.  3vj.;  Aq.  Distil,  ^^iij* 
Cap.  coch.  ampl.  ii.  quaq.  h.;  and 
a  blister  to  the  chest. 

This  treatment,  sir,  acted  like  a 
charm,  and  in  two  or  three  days  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  my  patient  in 
a  comfortable  condition  (comparatively.) 
I  was  soon  after  obliged  to  discontinue 
the  medicine,  as  it  occasioned  so  much 
sickness.  The  after-treatment  was  such 
as  would  suggest  itself  to  every  enlight- 
ened mind. 

I  should  say  though,  that  after  the 
violence  of  the  attack  had  subsided,  my 
patient  laboured  under  the  most  marked 
symptoms  of  tubercular  disease,  and  I 
acarocly  dared  to  hope  she  would  be  re- 
stored to  health;  out  they  gradually 
gmve  way,  and  in  six  weeks  sue  was  as 
well  as  she  had  been  for  the  last  two 
yean. 

In  the  latter  part  of  my  treatment  I 
nwe  her  the  trv.  ferri  mur.  in  ll|,x. 
doses,  and  Uiink  it  did  some  good  ;  but 
I  certainly  cannot  lay  claim  to  much 
credit  for  any  thing  I  did  towards  the 

471.'— XI  z. 


removal  of  the  phthisical  symptoms, 
and  am  disposed  to  think  that  nature 
effected  the  cure.— I  am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Edwin  Ellis. 

Tuhe  Htll.  Brixton, 
Nov.  80,  1^86. 


DR.  EDWIN  nARRTSON  ON 
PHYSICAL  SIGNS. 


[Dr.  Edwin  Harrison,  in  continuation 
of  the  investigations  connected  with  the 
physical  signs  of  disease,  in  which  he 
nas  been  for  a  considerable  time  en- 
gaged, and  some  account  of  which  has 
been  communicated  to  our  readers  by 
his  friends  Dr.  Williams*  and  Dr. 
Clendinningf ,  has  transmitted  to  us  the 
following  propositions.— Ed.  Gaz.] 

One  or  more  of  the  following  circum- 
stances present  themselves  in  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  instances  to  deserve,  I 
think,  the  attention  of  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  physical  signs : — 

1.  A  depression  about  the  height  of 
the  lower  dorsal,  or  first  lumbar  verte- 
bra, from  which  the  finger,  in  mount- 
ing along  the  spine,  will  come  to  ano* 
ther  depression,  corresponding  with  to« 
lerable  accuracy  to  the  height  of  the 
diaphragm  at  that  part. 

2.  On  moving  the  hand  along  either 
side  of  the  chest  vertically,  on  what 
may  be  considered  as  the  median  line, 
it  will  sink  into  a  depression  correspond- 
ing to  the  height  of  the  diaphragm  on 
that  side. 

3.  A  depression,  or  depressions,  be- 
tween the  ribs,  can  be  felt,  or  seen,  or 
both  felt  and  seen,  at  each  abdominal 
inspiration,   indicating  (at  least  in  the 

Shysiological  state)  the  presence  of  the 
iaphragm  in  that  part  of  the  chest. 
By  this  means  the  height  of  the  dia- 
phragm on  the  left  side  can  be  judged 
of,   to  a  certain  extent,  even   through 
the  heart. 

Query — What  relation  do  these  last- 
named  depressions  hear  to  the  tilting  up 
of  the  chest,  which  occurs  not  merely  at 
its  lower  parts,  but  as  high  up  at  least 
as  the  lateral  depressions  previously 
mentioned  ? 


*  IIbd.  Oas  Octobers,  1685. 
t  Ibtd.  July  23,  1886. 
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370  ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  marred  bj  some  peculiar  crotchets  o( 

these  remarks  are  offered  as  mere  frene-  the   author's  own,  to  the  exclusion  of 

ralitics,  and,  as  such, are  open  to  excep-  sounder  doctrines;  and   thus  they  be- 

tions,  limitations,  &c.  some  of  which  I  come  unsuited  for  their  ostensible  pur- 

ho])e  to  be  able  to  speak  of  hereafter  pose. 

with    more    precision    than    I    can  at         The  work    before  us  seems   to  be 

present.  calculated  to  hold  an  intermediate  place 

If  it  should  turn  out  that  my  opinions  between     the    more    superficial    books 

are  not  so  original  as  I  believe  them  to  manufactnit^d  professedly   for  students, 

be,   1  trust  that  I  shall  always  be  found  and  the  elaborate  volumes  above  alluded 

ready  to  make  the  avowal.  to.   The  first  volume  only  has  appeared, 

— . and  it  seems  intended  that  there  snail  be 

.*, .,,,«w^«        *,^™,»^^«      ^.^^,.r.  but  two  altogether.    This  would  make 

ANALYSES  AND  NOTICESof  BOOKS,  ^bout  2000  pa^es  of  a  pretty  close  type, 

and  therefore  affords  ample  space  for  me 

intended  purpose.    It  is  quite  folly,  or 

tueitabr6gcr."-D*ALi*lBBBT.  affectation,  in  any  man  to  suppose  that 

he  can  construct  a  system  calculated  to 

convey  any  thing  like  a  complete  view 

Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Physic  ;  of  the  present  state  of  medical  science, 

presenting  a  View  of  the  present  state  from  his  own  individual  observation  and 


There  exists  not,  in  medical  literature,  a  with   a  work  embodying  the  "  united 

greater  desideratum  than  a  good  elemen-  result  of  the  observations  and  researches 

tary   work  on   the  practice  of  physic,  of  all  the  ablest  pathologists  and  physi- 

The   voluminous    "  Study"    of  Mason  cians  by  whom  the  science  of  medicine 

Good,  and  the  elaborate  essays  in  the  has  been  cultivated,  and  by  whom  it 

"  CyclopiBdia,"  and  in  the  "  Dictionary"  has    been    simplified,    improved,    and 

of  Dr.  Copland,  form  great  stores,  from  rendered  energetic." 

which    the    student    may  draw,  when  Each   chanter  is  preceded  by  a  list, 

seeking  for  all  that  is  known  on  any  chronologicallyarranged,of  those  works 

particular  subject;  but  they  are  scarcely  upon  the  subject  to   which  it  relates, 

adapted  for  the  student,  who  requires  to  which  Dr.  Craigie  deems  most  worthy 

have  his  knowledge  in  a  more  condensed  of  being    consulted,  and  a  condensed 

form,  and,  as  it  were,  already  digested  view  is  given  of  the  leading  doctrines 

for  him.     We  never  expect  to  meet  with  and    facts,  followed  by  the   inferences 

any  worlT  which  shall  equal  the  '*  First  of   the    author    himself.      Established 

Lilies "  of  Cullen ;  so  admirably  suited  modes  of  treatment,    whether   old   or 

to  its  purpose,  that  it  kept  possession  of  of  recent  introduction,  arc  throughout 

the  scnoois  long  after  the  theory  which  preferred  to  those  which,  if  possessed  of 

pervaded  it  had  become  obsolete.  Long  more  novelty,  are  still  under  probation, 

was  it  attempted,  by  notes  and  additions  and   the  pathological  characters  of  the 

of  various  kinds,  to  accommodate  it  to  disease  are  always  referred  to  in  con- 

the  progress  of  science,  but  the  effort  uexion  with  the  therapeutic  indications, 

has  Dccome  utterly  hopeless,  and  the  Of  the   fulness  of  the   articles  some 

work  may  now  be  regarded  as  the  pro-  idea  may  be  formed  from  this — that  the 

duction  of  a  by-gone  period,  no  longer  chapter  on  Ague  occupies  114  pages; 

qualified   to  coustitute   the   hand-book  within    which    space    is    comprised    a 

which   is    to   initiate   the  student  into  longer  or  shorter  notice,  we  really  be- 

the   nivsteries    of  physic.       Such   has  lieve,  of  every  important  point  connected 

been  tlie  dearth    of  efficient  successors  with  the  history  of  the  oisease,  as  well 

to  Cullen  in  this  department,  that  we  as  of  numerous  remedies  which  have  at 

apprehend  lecturers  on  medicine  must  various  times  been  recommended, 

often  be  at  a  loss  what  elementary  work  Upon  the  whole,  we  arc  inclined  to 

to  recommend  to  their  pupils :  for  there  regard  Dr.  Craigie's  Elements  as  the 

are  several  which  profess  to  have  sup-  best    we   at  present  possess ;  and  we 

plied   the  deficiency,  yet  they  arc  all  trust  that  the  second  volume  will  not  be 

cither    superficial     and    defective,    or  delayed  in  the  manner  which  has  of 
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late  lieeome  the  fashiouy  rendering  so  of  Papers  on  ihe  Treatment  of  Ear 

manj  of  those  works  which  are  brought  Diseases.)     Herausg.  Von  Dr.  C.  G. 

out  in  parts  comparatively  useless.  Lincke.  l— 3.  Leipzig,  1836. 

— : —  ^  The  first  of  these  works  is  a  systema* 
Coup  D*(Eil  tur  Let  Hopitaux  de  Low  **°  treatise,  in  which  the  diseases  of  the 
drei,  et  tur  VStat  actuel  de  la  Mide-  «***»  ,»"5^  ^^^^f  appropriate  remedies,  are 
eine  et  de  la  Chirurgie  en  Angleterre,  Regularly  noticed.    The  second  is  a  pro- 
Par  Edwin  Lee,  Membre  du  College  J"ction  which  appears  periodically  (not, 
Royal  des  Chirurgiens,  Londrcs.  however,  at  regular  intervals^,  on   the 
«_                     ,     ,               *   1  ^1.  *  .1  same   subject :  among  the  selected  pa- 
ir  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  the  ««-«  «-^  .,;:^^  k„«i.^  «^x  „„^^o  •    r'^- 
IV'       *ii-       1-  '^     .'^i       1      ij  pers  are  some  by  tue  first  names  in  ijcr- 
work  beann^  the   above   title   should  ^anv 

afford  much  information  to  the  English  ^' 

reader,  nor  is  this  the  author's  object.  Versuch    einer     pragmatitchen     Ge- 

Mr.  Lee  has  risited  the  principal  medi-  schichte  der  Anatomic  und  Physiolo^ 

eal  institutions  of  the  Continent,   and  gicy  vom  Jahr    1800 — 1825.     (His- 

has  thus  had  an  opportunity  of  observ-  torical    Account     of   Anatomy    and 

ing"  the   general  ignorance  which  pre-  Physiology.)       Von   Dr.    Burkaro 

vails  with  respect  to   the  state  of  the  Eble.     Wion,  183G. 

hospitals  m   this  country  ;  and  with  a  A  work  of  great  research ;  containing 

view    of  contributing  to   remove  this,  a  mass  of  information  relative  to  the 

has  given  a  short  sketch  of  the  metro-  strides   which    anatomy,    general    and 

politan  institutions  of  England,  which  particular,  human  and  comparative,  has 

be   has  very  properly  written   in  the  made  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  pre- 

French  language,  and  published  abroad-  sent  century.    The  bibliography  alone 

It  is,  we  believe,  the  only  effort  to  would  render  the  volume  one  of  greal 

enlighten  our  neighbours  on  the  subject  talne  to  anatomical  teachers, 
whico  has  been  made  since  the  work  of 

M.  Boux;    which   has  been  rendered  ^«'  ^^^^  in    mehrfacher    Beziehung 

obsolete  by  the  numerous  changes  that  physiologUch  und   pathologisch   un- 

bave  subsequently  occurred.  tersucht.    (Physiological  and  Patho- 

logical  Investigations  concerning  the 

«BW  OEEMAH  PCBUCAT.ONS  •.  Bout' ISsI""  "''  ^*""*'"'  ^'^''' 

Denhwurdigkeiten    in    der    arzlichen  wr  *       ^  l                      m     •  y     •         j 

Praxis.      (Memoi™  and   Papers  re-  UnUr^chungen   zur  Phynohgxe  und 

latiiig  to  Practical  Medicine.)    Von  P-A^/oyt*-    (Physiological  andPa- 

furt,  a.  M.  1836.  j_3     Bonn,  1836. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Kopp,  of  Hanau,  is  ^^        ,               ^^^  g,    ^  .          , 

■omewbatramiliartoourreaaers.tbroug'b    • ,_  ,„.,•„  f.,]|  „r,i,.,  «..,:..  «f. 

bis    able    article    on    thymic  asthma,  borate  treatise,  full  of  the  fruite  of  expe- 

which  we  lately  publUhe/    That  arti-  ?r    fniTn'^;  „n  «i%M{''          '  7 

«le  U  contoinid  in  the  third  volume  of  f***"  ■""*  "•?"' '?  ""  miscellaneous  sub- 

SL  collection,  along  with  a  varictj;  of  J«<='»'  "PP**""?  '»  succe».re  fa«!.cul,. 

other contribuaon.  to  medical  practice  Sammbma  amerh>ener  Ahkandlungen 

The  aecond  volume  is  wholly  devoted  ^j^   ^^^^^^    Krankheiten.    (Select 

to  an    estimate   of    the   homeeopathic  Essays  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.) 

quackery.  Von    F.    J.    v.    Mezler.     Bande 

Die  Erkenntnits    und   Heilung     der  1-5-    Prag.  1833-6. 

Ohrenkrankheiten.    (On  the  Nature  A  very  superior  work  to  the  ilna/eifra, 

and    Treatment   of  Diseases  of  the  lately  noticed. 

Ear.)    Von  Dr.  Wilhelm  Kramer.  „     .         ,..„..           j         m 

Berfin,  1836.  Peru  und  die  Rhexngegenden      Tage. 

'  hnch  etner  Retse    im    Jahre   1835. 

Sammlung  auserlesener  Abhandlungen  (Paris  and  the  Rhine  countnr ;  being 

und  Beohachtungen  aus  dem  Gehiete  Notes  of   a  Tour,  &c.)      Von   Dr. 

der  Ohrenheilkunde.      (A  Selection  c.  G.  Carus.     Zwei  Bande.     Leip- 
zig, 1836. 


;L!L"Su2SLtS;,"f '•  '**^  •'  ^'••^  """-•""       We  have  here  a  veiy  ioteiesting  ac- 


ttfcct*  Bloomsbttry. 
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count  of  a  tour  bj  the  celebrated  Carus,  borrowed  from  Dr.  Thomson  of  Olat- 

thc  comparative  anatomist.     His  notes  fi^ow. 
of  his  visit  to  Paris,  where  he  had  every 

advanta  j^e  of  mixings  with  all  the  savans,  Handworterhuck  der  praktUchen  Arz- 

and  of  seeing  every  thinjf  worthy  of  be-  fieimittellehre,     (Dictionary  of  Prac- 

ingr  seen,  are,  as  miffht  be  expected,  ^Jcal   Materia    Medica.)      Von    Db. 

shrewd,  intelliffeut,  and  valuable.     We  L.  W.  Sachs  und   Dr.  F.  P.  Dulk. 

wish    the     distinguished     author    had  Theil.  1— 3.     Konigsberg'. 

crossed  the  Channel,  and  reported  pro-  This  promises  to  be  a  Tcry  useful  work 

gress  respecting  medical  affairs  in  this  of  reference :  the  third  and  last  volume 

country  :  his  observations,  we  doubt  not,  is  not  yet  completed, 
would  have  created  a  sensation  in  the 

professi<mal  world  similar  to  what  Von  ' 

Raumer*s  have  in  society  generally:  no 

disparagement,  however,  to  M.  Carus,  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

in  comparing  him  with  the  Berlin  pro-  „         ,       ^         »      ,^   .««-. 

fessor  of  history,  whom  we  do  not  esti-  Saturday,  December  10,  1836. 

mate  at  any  high  rate.  

T>      -r>  ^'         r\t           ^*             A      ^       •  "  Licet  omntbQA,  licet  etUm  mlhl,  dIfnIlatMi 

De  Retina  Observation^  Anatomico.  Arth  Medicm  tn^r\,  potcta.  modo  Teniendi  i. 

pathologicCB,      (Anat.^  Phys.  Observa-  publicum  »U,  dlcendl  perlcslum  non  recuao.** 

tionft    on     the     Retina.)       Auctore  Ch-kro. 

B.  C.  R.  Langenbeck,  M.D.     Got-  

tingse,  1836.  PARENT-DUCHATELET    ON 

An  elaborate  quarto,  containing  a  very  PROSTITUTION, 

complete  account  of  the  structure  and  m            ^        !•>                i    •    r  n    r« 

functions  of  the  retina.     It  is  illustrated  This  extraordinaiy  work  is  full  of  m- 

with  plates  representing  various  objects  terest,  both  for  the  medical  and  general 

of  comparative  anatomy.  public  :  its  details  are  of  a  nature  calcn* 

Da$  System  der  Circulation  in  seiner  ^^^  *«  «^P^«^^  ""^"^  ^"•^"'  •*  ''^^  " 

Enwicklung    durch    die    Thierreihe  to  establish  many  valuable  facts.   We 

und  im  Menschen.    (The  Circulation  shall  endeavour  to  give  something  like  a 

in  Animals  and   in  Man.)    Von  Da.  summary  view  of  it  to  the  reader,  who 

C.  H.    ScHULTZ.      Stuttgart    und  "l  ,          ,  .         ^                 .   ^ 
Tiibingen,  1836.  "^  "^*  ^*^^  ^«»*"^  *®  P«™^  »^  ^<>' 

Supplemente  2ur  Lehre  vom  Kreislaufe.  ^>™«^>f- 

(Additions    to    the   Doctrine   of  the  What  is  to  be  done  with  prostitation 

Circulation.)    Von  Dr.  A.  F.Mayer,  in  a  state?    This  is  a  question  which 

Hefte  1  und  2.     Bonn,  1827-1836.  |,„  ^ften  puzzled  legislators.    To  sop- 

Further  contributions  on  the  subject  p^^  jj  „  an  evil  may  have  been   a 

of  the  circulation.    The  nrst  is  a  syste-  n  .  .     ^.       ,        •    .  •     .i_     -  j. 

matic  work.    The  others  conUin  kome  ''^f  "-'ntentioned  project  m  the  infancy 

further  elucidations  of  Professor  Mayer's  «>»   society;  but  the  time  has  long  gone 

views.  by    since    the    possibility    of  such    a 

Einhitung    in  die  technische    Chemie  scheme  was  dreamt  of.     Under  the  niort 

fur    Jedermann.      ^Introduction   to  ancient    governments,    public    women 

Practical   and   Popular    Chemistry.)  were  permitted  ;  and,  in  Rome,  all  such 

Von  Dr.  F.  F   Run ge,  Professor  an  „,  ^^re  obliged,  on  pain  of  ba- 

der  Universitat  zu  Brcslau.     Berlin,  *^.,         ^^i        Tli             .         j 

l^QQ  nisbment,  to  nave  themselves  registered 

Well  calculated  to  fix  the  students' at.  ^y  the  ediles.  Modem  Rome  has  long 
tention  ;  it  abounds  with  coloured  repre-  followed  the  example  of  it3  rcnerable 
sentations  of  the  various  substances,  as  mother,  and  the  system  of  inscription 
they  are  met  with  either  in  their  native  i,^  been  practised  there  with  much  re- 
state, in  solution,  or  as  precipitates.  The  i  *.  r  i  j  .  v 
idea  of  presenting  these  to  the  eye  by  fir"Janty  from  an  early  date.  Even 
nieaiis  or  slips  of  coloured  cloth  pasted  in  this  country,  when  Rome  had  so 
on    the  page,    has,  we   believe,   been  mneh  influence  over  our  religioii  and 
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morals,  licenses  used  to  be  g^ranted  sys-  twenty  thousand.      Now  what  thinks 

tematicalljr  to  the  keepers   of  brothels,  tbe  reader  is  the  actual  number  ?     Du- 

and  the  higiier  ecclesiastics  derived  no  chatelet  states  it  precisely.     He  tran- 

inconsiderable  portion  of  their  revenues  scribed  into  his  volumes  the  entries  in 

Irom  that  polluted  source.     At  present  the  registries  of  the  police,  made  regfu- 

itis  well  known  how  lax  are  our  regu-  larly  month  by  month  for  twenty-one 

latious  in  this  respect — no  cognizance  years  (from  1812  to  1832),  and  not  until 

whatever   being  taken   of   those    who  the  year  1829  does  the  number  of  pros- 

pursue  prostitution  as  a  trade,   unless  titutes  in   Paris  reach   3000;   and  tbe 

they  happen  to  attract  attention  by  some  greatest  number  is  that  entered  in  1832, 

infraction  of  social   order;    while  our  namely,  3617!     So  much  for  the  value 

French    neighbours  possess    the    most  of  approximations — such    as  we  very 

regular  system  in  the  world  respecting  much  suspect  those  to  be,  which  assert 

these    matters,   and,  in  fact,  have  be-  that  there  are  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 

come  the  envy  and  the  model  of  several  thousand    public    women    in    London. 

European    states.      Which    policy    is  Figures,  like  facts,  are  stubborn  things, 

the  better,  the  relaxed  or  the  strict — that  Tbe  system  of  registering  prostitutes 

which    prevails    amongst    us,  or   that  can   scarcity  be  said   to   be    of   long 

amongst  the  French — may   be  made  a  standing  in  France  :  it  is  only,  indeed, 

question :  but  we  believe  there  can  be  of  late  years  that  it  has  been  ))ractised 

little  doubt  that,  with  all  their  strictness  in  such  a  manner  as  to  attract  general 

and  discipline,  there  is  far  more  liber-  approbation.    The  first  suggestion  rela- 

tinism  and  profligacy  in  the  French  me-  tive  to  inscribing  the  names  in  the  po- 

tropolis  than  in  tbe  British.  lice  registers  was  made  not  earlier  than 

Startling  assertions  have  been  some-  1765,  and  it  was  some  years  later  (1771) 

times  made  relative  to  the  prodigious  that  an  individual  presented  a  memorial 

number  of  prostitutes  in  London  :  it  is  to  government,  on  the  propriety  of  tak- 

not  long  since  a  demi-official  report  in  ing  cognizance  of  the  health  of  those 

the  newspapers  stated ybr/y  thousand  to  inscribed.     Tbe  commission  which  was 

be  somewhat  about  the  mark.     But  a  charged  with  the  consideration  of  this 

bint  or  two  from  Parent- Duchatelet  will  project,  reported — **  that  the  suggestion 

show  us  the  vagueness  which  usually  regarding  a  surveillance  sanitaire  was 

attends  those  round-number  calculations,  the  dream  of  a  benevolent  man,  but  that 

In   Paris  itself,  it  appears   that  until  it  was  wholly  impracticable.*' 

recently  it  has  been  the  common  prac-  A  mode  of  registering  of  some  sort 

tice  to    make    similar    exaggerations,  was  adopted  previous  to  the  revolution. 

Twenty,  thirty,  nay  sixty  thousand,  has  but  it  was  clogged  with   gross  abuses. 

been  stated  as  about  the   number    of  The  women  were  inscribed,  and  taxed, 

JilUs  publiques  in  ihtA.  metropolis,  Wri-  and  visited;   but  tbe  official  people — 

tera  in  the  political  journals,  whether  nay,  tbe  medical  men — whose  duty  it 

for     or    against    the     administration,  was  to  make  the  requisite  inspections, 

mnamed  ad  libitum  whatever  estimate  derived  a   vile  pecuniary    profit  from 

teemed      to     them      most     probable,  the  opportunities  which  their  situation 

or  perhaps  suitable  to  their  purpose;  afforded  them. 

and  even  persons  who,  from  their  con-  Since  1804  the  administration  of  po- 

nexion  with  the  government,  had  means  lice  has  taken   under  its  own   charge 

of  access   to  more   exact  information,  both  the  sanitary  visits  and  the  inscrip- 

liare  commonly  talked  of  eighteen  or  tions;  and  much  order  and  regularity 
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have  prevailed  in  consequence.     Rc|p8.  natc  lives,  with  scarcely  any  otber  era- 

tcrs  kept  with  extreme  care,  now  exhi-  ployment  than  that  of  wiping  vessclsy  or 

bit  at  one  view  both  the  numbers  and  handling  rags?"    Rousseau  long  since 

state  of  health  of  the  women  inscribed,  pointed   out  this  anomaly,  and    some 

Nor  is  this  all :  in  1828  another  import-  of  our  ablest  English  writers  haTe  also 

ant  arrangement  was  made :  the  certifi-  denounced  it.    Fashion,  however,  which 

cate  of  birth  has  been  rendered  neces-  is  omnipotent  in  these  matters,  must 

sary,— so  that  the  exact  age  of  every  have  its  way ;  and  fften-milliners  must 

female  on  the  books  is  known.     This  be  forthcoming,  at  whatever  cost, 
latter  regulation  is  attended  with  much        Some  most  singular  facts  are  men* 

advantage ;  for  very  few  of  the  appli-  tioned  with  regard  to  the  motives  which 

cants  being  provided  with   their  actes  occasionally  lead  to  prostitution.    Any 

de  naissance,  a  communication  with  the  other  authority  would  be  scarcely  cre- 

local  authorities  is  requisite,  whereby  dible;    but  full  credit    cannot  but  be 

overtures  are  occasionally  made  for  re-  accorded   to    Ducbatelet,  —  martyr  as 

storing  some  of  the  unfortunate  females  he  proved   himself  in     the    cause    of 

to  their  friends.  truth.      He  assures   us  of  several  in- 

It  may  probably  be  said  that  there  stances  having  come  to  his  knowledge 
arc  more  prostitutes  in  Paris  than  those  of  women  being  led  to  prostitution 
on  the  books  of  the  police.  That  we  through  a  virtuous  or  moral  motive, 
shall  not  gainsay ;  but  the  number  can-  urged,  however,  by  distress.  "  II  n'est 
not  be  very  considerable.  The  police  pas  rare,"  says  he,  "  de  voir  des  fcmmes 
have  their  eye  on  all  whom  they  suspect  marines,  abandonees  ou  privees  de  lear 
as  insoumiiesy  and  the  moment  they  mari,  et  par  consequent  de  tout  son- 
catch  them  in  any  overt  proceeding  con-  tien,  devenir  prostituees  dans  Punique 
nected  with  prostitution,  they  put  them  dessein  de  ne  pas  laisser  moorir 
immediately  under  arrest,  and  enter  de  faim  une  famille  nombrense ;  il  est 
them  in  the  registers  as  a  matter  of  plus  commun  encore  de  trouver  de 
course.  jeunes  filles,   qui   ne   pouvant  trouver 

On  the  causes  leading  to  this  degrad-  dans  le  travail  les  moyens  de  pourvoir 

ed  condition  of  life  the  author  makes  aux  besoins   de  leur  parens   vieux  et 

several  sound  reflections.    He  notices  all  infirmes,  font  le  soir  le  metier  de  pros- 

the    more    ordinary  inducements    that  tituees,  pour    completer    ce    qui    leur 

operate  ou  weak   minds  —  the  love  of  manque ;  j*ai  trouv^  trop  sou  vent  des 

variety,  of  finery,  of  pourmandise,  Sec, ;  notes  particulidres  sur  ces  deux  classes 

he  comments  on  the  neglect  of  education  de  prostituees,  pour  n*etre  pas  convaincu 

—the  selfishness  and  cruelty  of  parents  qu'clle  est    a    Paris    plus    nombreuse 

among  the  lower  ranks  of  society :  but  qu'on  ne  pourrait  le  croire." 
he  goes  deeper  towards  the  root  of  the        These  persons  belong  to  that  class 

evil — he  points  to  the  deplorable  disar-  called  Jilles  UoUe$y   and   could  never 

rangement  which   prevails  in  society,  endure  the  sort  of  life  which  is  led  by 

whereby  females  are  left  a  prey  to  idle-  those   belonging  to  the  mnuons  pmh- 

ness — most  of  those  occupations  which  liques.     Of  the  manners  and  habits  of 

would   suit  them   being  engrossed  by  the  latter  class,  as  well  as  of  the  dunut 

men.    "  Is  it  not  disgusting,"  says  Pa-  de  maison^  and  of  all  those  employed 

rent-Duchatclet,  **  to  see,  in  our  shops  about  them,  we  have  such  a  picture  as 

and  coffee-houses,  so  many  tnen  in  the  could  not  well  be  imagined,  without 

vigour  of  their  age  leading  such  effemi*  being  surveyed.    Only  fancy  a  separate 
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.world  of  people,  with  an  aristocracj,  a  which   they  ha?e    saved  up  hj  strict 

middle  class,  and  a  populace :  the  peo-  economy — a  thing  which  certainly  can 

pic,  too,  goTcrned  hy   rulers  whose  au-  never  happen  to  those  under  the  dircc- 

thority  knows  no  hounds — who,  in  the  tion  of  the  dames  He  maison. 

pursuit  of  a   traffic  a    hundred    times  Here  we   shall   close  this  summary 

nvorse  than  the  slave-trade,  reduce  their  sketch.  We  have  only  touched  on  some 

unhappy  subjects  to  the  most  degrading  of  the  more  general  topics  treated  in  the 

occupations,  to  a  condition  comparable  volumes :   we  have  said  nothing  of  the 

only    with  that  of  brutes,  did  not  the  punishments,  the  prisons,  the  houses  of 

hideous  immorality  accompanying  it  ren-  correction  and  refuge,  nor  of  the  valua- 

der  such  a  comparison  but  too  flattering,  ble  suggestions  offered  by  the  author  on 

Such  is  the  tyranny  of  those  (so  called)  these  and  a  multitude  of  other  points. 

dameg  de  maison.  When  next  wc  notice  the  work,  as  we 

Under  the  sway  of  these  despots,  the  hope  to  do  ere  long,  we  shall  be  more 

lives  led  by  their  victims  is,  as  may  be  strictly  professional ;     for  there   are   a 

imagined,    wretched     beyond   descrip-  number  of  interesting  subjects  scattered 

tion.      Obliged    to    prowl     about    the  through  the  volumes  in  connexion  with 

istreets,  or  wander  in  the  fields  for  hours,  the  statistics  of  disease,  with  which  we 

exposed  to  all  kinds  of  weather,  they  should   like   to  make   our  readers  ac- 

are  thrust,  towards  the  end  of  the  night,  quainted. 

into  some  miserable  comer,  where  the  — 

only   resource   for  many  of  them  is  to  WAKLEY  AND  HIS  «  ACT." 
forget  their  wretchedness  in  the  most 

disgusting  intoxication.  The  Lancet  of  last  week  presented  a 
What,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  end  of  laughable  exiiibition  —  Wakley*s  at- 
all  this?  What  becomes  of  those  un-  tempt  to  write  fine  and  be  genteel !  It 
fortunates  in  their  latter  days  ?  The  reminded  us  for  all  the  world  of  Jack 
common  opinion  is,  that  once  they  have  Falstafl*'s  determination,  in  future  to 
plunged  into  their  headlong  career,  re-  "  P">"ge  and  live  cleanly,"  as  a  gentle- 
treat  is   impossible  —  that    they    soon  ™an  ^^S^^  ^o  do. 

reach   the  bottom   of   the  abyss ;  tliat  B"^  ^^^  explanation  of  the  pheno- 

Ihcy    all  die  in   the    hospitals,   eaten  menon  is  easy.     Wakley  is  desperately 

up  with  disease.    This,  however— and  sore  about  that  unfortunate  bantling  of 

there  is  some  relief  in  the  knowledge  ^^^ '  ^^  »««»  a"  »^  faults  well  enough ; 

of  the  fact-happens  to  be  a  misUke.  jet,  fathered  as  he  is  with  it,  what  can 

Prostitution,   to  use  the  language   of  he  do  but  endeavour  to  back  it  up  ? 

Ducbatelet,  is  but  an  episode  in  the  life  '"  *>'»  quandary  he  sends  a  parcel  of 

of  the  majority  of  those  women ;  they.  Joshing  letters  to  his  correspondenU— 

in  general,  only  pursue  the  trade  for  a  ^^^ose  especially  that  he  can    depend 

certain   number  of  years,  after  which  upon— just  to  ask  them  "  How  does  my 

tbcy  contrive  to  live  as  other  people  do.  Act  work  ?"    Of  course  they  answer  by 

Some  return  to  their  parents  or  relatives ;  tc^""*  «^  V^si  that  it  works  beautifully, 

others  form  connexions  with  old  ciliba-  Any  one  that  was  not   blinded   by  a 

fair«— sometimes  with  artisans  of  the  parent's    foolish   fondness,  would    see, 

lowest  classes.    A  great  many  of  them  however,    that  among  the  replies    he 

obuin    situations    as    servants  ;    some  received,  and  which  he  publishes  as  au 

marry,  occasionally  even  with  men  of  answer  to  us,  there  was  scarcely  one 

rank ;  others,  in  fine,  but  they  are  com-  which  offered  even  the  shadow  of  a  fact. 

paratively  few,  retire  with  a  competency,  We  said  there  were  many  medical  men 
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who  had  been  unable  to  obtain  their  coroners,  as  it  gives  them  an  opporlii- 

fecs  under  the  Act ;  and  we  believe  so  "^^J  of  forwarding  the  interest  ol  their 

still.  f""'^?'  and  gratifying  private   pioue 

__-,,,           -         ,              .  Ill  their  public  capacity,  which  in  this 

No  fishing  letters  have  been  wntten  case  most  decidedly  has  been  done. 

by  ui  to  our  correspondents :    yet  we  I  am,  sir, 

have   got  facts  as  many  as  we  want.  Your  obedient  servant, 

"Chirurgus"    was   a   difficult   nut  for  Chas.  C.  Alored. 

•.«-       ii^   ,  ,           .              ,              ^          ,  Yarmouth,  Norfolk, 

Mr.   VV  akley     to  crack :     yet  perhaps  Dec.  s,  i836. 

the   gentleman     whom  we    have  now  

the  honour  to  introduce  to  him  will  not  TRIBUTE  TO  SIR  CHARLES  BELL. 

prove  a  less  stubborn  witness  against  the  A  very  handsome,  richly  ornamented, 

mischiefs  of  his   bungling  legislation,  silver  uni  has    been   presented  to  Sir 

We  shall  not  blunt  the  force  of  our  cor-  ,^*»Y\^^  f  ^H  ^J  »?™^.  (a  h"nd/ed  and 

J      ,    ,  ,^      .                            ^     -  thirty)  ot  his  professional  brethren,  on 

respondent's  letter  by  any  comment  of  t,,^  occasion  of*  his  leaving  Londoi  to 

our  own— at  least  for  the  present.  take  up  his  abode  in  the  northern  me- 

tropoHs.      We   are  requested   to  state. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  that  any  of  the  subscribers  may  view  it 

g,i^  at  the  makers,  Messrs.  Storr  and  Morti- 

rr      rii'     •      r    *    t  *u'  i       -n    i  ^c"*,  Bond-street,  where  it  will  remain 

The  follownjr  facte  T  think  will  shew  j;,,  [^^^  ^^^  .„g,;„j 

the  total  incfficacv  of  the  act  for  rcmu- 

nerating  medical  witnesses,   and   that  ~ — " 

where  it  ought,  if  possible,    to  have  LEGAL  MEDICINE. 

worked  well,  a  medical  man  being  the  

coroner.  V^^  liave  thought  the  following  trial  and 

I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  person,  who  inquest  worth  preserving :  the  first  on  a 

when  I  arrived  was  dead,    ffound,  upon  «"^J««^*»  "^.^  certainly  of  rare  oceurience, 

inquiry,  that  she   had  miscarried   the  ^"^r^"'?'!^  f^  "S^'S'^/^iJii?"^^ 

^  .  •"     1           A    u-ir.:„»   k»**i^    :«  oo  the  part  of  medical  witnesses;    the 

previous  day      A  half-pint  bottle,  in  second  curious,  and  exemplifying  thi  mis- 

which  there  had  been  turpentine,  was  ^^ief  that  may  arise  from  tbeSseofuD- 

m  the  room.     From  this  and  other  cir-  sound  food.     The  poison  was  probably 

cumstances  I  thought  it  was  a  case  m  generated  in  the  bacon,  by  a  sort  of  de- 

which   some   legal   steps   ought  to   be  composition   similar  to   what  has   been 

taken  to  inquire  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  sometimes  observed  to  take  place  in  Ger> 

Upon  acquainting  the  magistrates,  they  man  sausages. — Ed.  Gaz.] 
were  of  my  opinion,  and  ordered  the 

coroner  (Mr.  Ferrier,  a  surgeon)  to  hold  infanticide  -  concealment  of  tbe 

an   inquest.     This  gentleman   accord-  ,     ^.,«    birth. 

ingly  requested    a    surgeon,   a  friend  ,  At  the  Old  Bailey,  on  Friday  last  week, 

of  his,    to   make  a   post-mortem  exa-  Jane  Hale,  spinster,  aged  18,  was  indicted 

minatiin   of  the  body,  and  summoned  for  tbe  wilful  murder  of  her  male  infant 

I   <i       -r'       .      .      u •  u  child,    by  sutiocation:    and   in    another 

me   to    attend   the    inquest    at  which  count  in  the  indictment  the  primmer  was 

he  held   forth   very  learnedly    favour-  ^^hai^ed  with   inflicting  certain  wounds 

ed    the  jury  with   a    long    harangue  ^fth  a  sharp  instrument  on  the  neck  of 

about  the  treatment  of  tape-worm  by  the  infant,  by  which  its  death  was  occa- 

turpentine,  and  stated  that  a  large  dose  sioned. 

of  turpentine  had  the  same  effect  upon  Mr.  Bodkin  stated  the  case  to  the  jury, 

the  system  as  small  and  repeated  doses  Elizabeth  Seymour  deposed,  that  she 

had.    After  the  inquest  he  refused  to  was  nurse  in  the  family  of  a  lady  named 

give  me  an  order  for  payment,  stating  Jeflrey,  who  resided  at  Stoke  Newingtoa. 

as  his  reason  that  I  had  not  a  $pecial  The  prisoner  was  "ervant  of  all  work  in 

summont !    I  then  appealed  to  the  ma-  ^^^  f  "^^  ^"""T*  •»^.  ^^^  ^'^^  *•"  '»f 

gistrates,  who  told  me  that  they  had  no  ehaJ^e^^n^^n^ura^^^^^^ 

power  to  mak^  him  do  it  peaSn'ce,  witnewhad  several  Umes  taxld 

If   Mr.    Wakley  really  intends   to  J^r  ^m,  ^^      pwgnant,  bnt  she  denied 

amend  the  act,  he  had  better  insert  a  it.    On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  Vo- 

clause  preventing  medical  men  being  vcmber  she  complained  of  ilineas,  and 
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rent  ap  stain  to  her  bed- room.    Witness  to  cause  death.    The  lungs  were  remarka- 

Dformed  Mrs.  Jeffrey  of  the  circumstance,  bly  small,  and  of  a  purple  colour,  and 

md  subsequently  went  to  the  prisoner's  from   their  appearance    he    was  of  opi- 

ied>room,  and  found  her  packing  up  her  nion  that  the  child  had  not  breathed  at- 

;lothes,   her  mistress    having  given    her  mospheric  air ;  but  upon  testing  the  lungs, 

uraming  to  leave  her  service   that  day.  by  placing  them  in  water,  he  found  that 

MTitnesswent  to  her  bed.room  again  after  they  floated,  and  upon  cutting  them  a 

wme  interral,  and  found  the  prisoner  in  slight  oozing  of  air  took   place,  which 

the  same  position  as  before,  and  she  then  caused  him  to  alter  his  opinion ;  and,  from 

ibsenred  some  stains  upon  the  floor.     She  all  the  circumstances  in  the  present  case, 

told   the  prisoner  that  her  mistress  had  he  should  say  that  the  child  was  bom 

{one  to  fetch  Mr.  Drayton,  the  surgeon,  alive,  and  that  the  marks  of  violence  which 

ivhen  she  replied  that  she  did  not  want  he  found,  with  the  exception  of  the  bruise 

dim.  on  the  head,  were  not  suflicient  to  produce 

Mn.   Sarah  Jeffrey    corroborated    the  death.    The  contusion  on  the  head  might 

;hief  part  of  this  testimony.  have  taken  place  by  a  fall  on  the  floor  at 

Cross-examined. — The  prisoner,  while  the  moment  of  birth.    The  wound  on  the 

in  her  serrice,  bore  a  good  character  for  throat  was  quite  superficial.     When  an 

bamanity  and  kindness  of  disposition.  infant  at  its  birth   breathed  freely,  the 

Mr.  6.  B.  Drayton,  a  surgeon,  residing  lungs  entirely  filled  out  the  cavity  of  the 
It  Stoke  Newington,  proved  that  on  the  chest,  and  they  were  of  a  bright  red  co- 
morning  of  the  19th  of  November  last  he  lour,  which  was  not  the  case  in  the  present 
was  called  upon  to  attend  the  prisoner,  instance. 

and  found  her  in  her  room  quite  dressed.  The  case  being  closed  for  the  prose- 
packing  up  some  things  in  her  box.     She  cution, 

aid  she  was  preparing  to  go  away,  and  Lord  Denman  said  that  the  two  great 

that  she  was  then  quite  well.    After  some  questions  in  tbe  ease  were,  first,  as  to  whe- 

eonversation  with  her  he  procee<led  to  ex-  ther  the  child  was  bom  alive  ;  and  se- 

amine  her,  and  found  that  she  had  lately  condlv,  if  so,  whether  tbe  prisoner  had 

been  delivered  of  a  child.     She  denied  it ;  wilfully  caused  its  death.    He  deemed  it 

opon  which  witness  said  he  was  convinced  right,  in  this  stage  of  the  inquiry,  to  tell 

of  the  fiict,  and  if  she  did  not  tell  him  the  jury  that  both  questions  appeared  to 

where  the  child  was  he  should  call  the  be  involved  in  so  much  doubt,  that  the 

police.    She  hesitated  a  few  minutijs,  and  bench  were  of  opinion  that  the  evidence 

then  saidt  "  It  is  under  the  bed.*'    Wit-  was  not  sufficient  to  support  the  charge  of 

ncss  lifted  up  the  bed-clothes,  and  found  murder;  and  unless  the  jury  entertained  a 

a  bundle  tied  up  in  a  woollen  covering,  different  opinion,  and  were  desirous  to 

On  removing  the  wrapper,  he  found  a  hear  a  further  discussion  upon  the  points 

second   corering   of  linen  ;   and  having  in  question,  it  would  be  useless  to  proceed 

also   removed    that,    he    discovered    the  further  as  regarded  the  more  serious  of. 

head  and  face  of  a  child.    On  examining  fence.    There  could  be  no  doubt,  howcTer, 

the  neck  he  observed  a  cut,  and  asked  the  but  that  the  prisoner  had  been  guilty  of 

prisoner  how  she  could  have  been  guilty  of  concealing  the  birth  of  the  child. 

such  a  disgraceful  act.    She  madfc  no  re-  The  jury  intimated  to  his  Lordship  that 

plj.  Witness  then  sent  for  the  police,  and  in   their  opinion   the    charge  of  murder 

they  took  possession  of  the  child's  body ;  could  not  be  sustained. 

upon  examining  which,  they  found  it  still  Mr.  Carrington  said,  that  he  was  much 

warm,  and  the  limbs  flexible  ;— and,  from  indebted  to  bis  Lordship  for  relieving  him 

the  appearances  which  the  body  presented,  from  a  most  anxious  and  painful  duty — 

it  s^peared  to  have  been  dead  about  half  that  of  addressing  the  jury  on  behalf  of 

an  hour.    Witness  then  told  the  prisoner  the  unfortunate  prisoner,  on  a  charge  af- 

that  she  would  save  the  police  much  trou-  fecting  her  life,  and  be  was  willing  at  once 

Ue  if  she  would  point  out  the  instmment  to  admit  that  the  evidence  had  fully  esta- 

with  which  she  had  inflicted  the  wound  on  blished  the  minor  offence,  that  of  conceal- 

tbe  neck  of  the  child.    She  then  pointed  ing  the  birth, 

to  a  knife,  and  witness  observed  some  spots  A  witness  was  then  called,  with  whom 

of  blood  upon  the  blade.      On  the  fol-  the  prisoner  lived  for  three  years,  and  who 

lowing  Monday,  witness  and  Mr.  Robin-  gave  her  an  excellent  character. 

son,  another  surgeon,  examined  the  body.  The  jury,  under  his  Lordship's  direc- 

Tbe  witness  then  proceeded  at  considera-  tion,  retnmed  a  verdict  of  Nat  Guilty  of  the 

Ue  length  to  describe  tbe  appearances  it  murder,  but  Guilty  of  concealing  the  birth 

ited ;  and  the  substance  of  bis  evi-  of  the  child. 

with  fegard  to  the  cut  on  the  throat  The  prisoner  was  then  called  up  for 

that  it  would  not  have  been  sufficient  judgment,  and. 
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The  Recorder  proceeded  to  pass  sen-  ness  gare  her  some  tea,  when  the  weot  to 

tcnce  upon  her,  observing  that  the  learned  bed,  and  was  attacked  ?ioleatly  with  imubu 

persons  who  had  tried  the  case  had  in-  and  retching,  but  nothing  came  oB  her 

structed  hiin  to  inflict  the  fullest  punish-  stomach.     Whilst  witness  was  attendiog 

ment  tlic  law  attached  to  the  oflcncc  of  the  deceased,  another  child,  a^ed  8  jcan^ 

which  she  had  been  found  guilty ;  and  of  was  attacked  in  precisely  a  similar  waj. 

the  justice  of  the  verdict  every  person  who  There  were  two  other  children,  who  hM 

heard  the  case  must  he  perfectly  satisfied,  not  partaken  of  the  bacon,  and  ther  wen 

As  the  organ  and  instrument  of  the  Court,  not  affected  with  any    illness.     Witnoi 

he  was  therefore  called  upon  to  sentence  went  to  a  druggist's  shop,  and  procaitd 

her  to  a  confinement  of  two  years,  with  calomel   pills,   of   which   he    gate   tbiw 

hard  labour,  in  the  House  of  Correction  ;  grains  to  each  of  the  sick  children  and  thdr 

but  the  hard  labour  would  not  be  added  to  mollicr,  and  took  five  grains  himself.  The 

the  sentence  until  her  state  of  health  al-  deceased  continued  ill  for  several  dajr,aad 

lowed  it    It  was  needless  for  him  to  recal  in  a  fortnight  a  meflical  gentleman  was 

to  her  mind  the  suspicions  and  alarming  bnmght  in,  but  as  she  grew  worse,  in  tbs 

facts  disclosed  u]mn  the  trial ;  but  he  must  course  of  a  week  she  was  remored  to  the 

observe,  tiiat  the  circumstances  which  came  hospital,  where  she  died  on  Friday  hut 

out  in  evidence  furnished  at  least  probable  Every  one  of  the  family  who  had  tasted  of 


grounds  for  believing  that  she  had  medi-  the  bacon  was  affected  in  the  same  wav  u 

tated,  if  not  actually  perpetrated,  the  mur-  the  deceased,  but  not  so  seriously.    Wit- 

der  of  her  helpless  child.  ness  did  not  show  the  bacon  to  the  doctor: 

he  threw  it  down  the  water-closet.    He 
POISONING  WITH  tNsoi  ND  BACON.  had  obscrvcd  black  spoU  unon  it  before  be 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Westminster  IIos-  threw  it  away.   Immediately  upon  finding 
pital  on  Monday  last  upon  the  body  of  the  ill  effects  of  it  after  dinner,  he  cot 
Caroline  Jones,  who  came  by  her  diath  it  open,  and,  besides  the  black  spots,  be 
under  the  following  circumstances: — Con-  particularly  observed  that  it  hail  a  nsa- 
siderable  interest  was  excited  in  conse-  seous   heavy  smell,  but  very  unlike  that 
nuencc  of  a  prevalent  rumour   that  the  of  putrid  meat.     He  could  liken  the  tiste 
ueceased  had  been  poisoned  by  some  of  to  nothing  but  that  of  sugar  of  lead, 
the  bacon  which  became  impregnated  with         Witness    acknowledged    that    he  wu 
arsenic  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  fire  at  wrong  in  not  calling  in  medical  advice 
Fenning's  wharf,  Ijondun-bridMre.  sooner,  bnt  he  hoped  that  the  purging  pro- 
Richard  Junes,  of  No.  8,  Franklin*s.row,  duced  by  the  calomel  would  have  cored 
Lower  Chelsea,  messenger  to  His  Majesty's  them  all.    He  had  heard  of  other  familici 
commissioners  of  Tithe  inquiry,  deposed  in  Chelsea  being  made  ill  by  eating  tad 
that  the  deceased  was  his  daughter,  and  bacon. 

nearly  16  years  of  age.     Her  health  had        Mr.  John  Thomas,  surgeon  to  the  boi- 
been  always  good  from  her  infancy  up  to  pital  (?},  stated  that  the  deceased  was  ad- 
Sunday  seven  weeks  ago.     On  the  preced-  mitted  on   the  8tli   November,   sufferisf 
ing  evening,  Saturday,  16th  October,  wit-  very  severe  pains  in  the  abdomen,  and  ex* 
ness  and  his  wife  bought  a  piece  of  bacon  ceshive  purging.    For  about  three  weeks 
at  a  shop  opposite  the  Ciielsea  bun-house,  she   seemed   to   be   recovering;  bnt  after 
The  bacon  was  lalK'llcd  'Id.   per  lb.     It  that  she  became  worse,  and  died  on  Fri- 
looked  very  good,  and  the  shopman  per-  day  last.     Fpon  the  post-mortem  exanri- 
sua^icd  witness  to  buy  8.^ lb.  at  a  reduced  nation,  great  ulceration   of  the  stomach 
price,  warranting  it  to  be  good.     It  was  was  observed,  which  was  the  immediate 
cooked  the  next  day,  with  greens.     The  cause  of  death.    The  friends  of  the   de- 
whole  family  dined  *to;;c'ther,  the  deceased  ceased  had   said  nothing  about  the  tap- 
eating  ver}'  oenrtily  of  the  lean  part  of  the  posed  cause    of  her    illness  until  about 
bacon.     During  dinner,  witness  remarked  three  days  before  her  death.    The  symp- 
a  peculiar  flavour  in  the  bacon.      It  disa-  tonis  might  have  been  produced  by  other 
greed  with  hitn,  and   he  ate  very  little  causes  than     the    taking  of   deleterious 
of  the  fat,  and  none  of  the  lean.'    Soon  matter  into  the  stomach  ;  but  witne«s  was 
after  dinner,  he  felt  a  burning  sensation  in  inclined  to    believe,    from    the  evidence 
his   throat,  and  a  disposition   to  vomit,  which  he  had  heard  given  by  the  devca^^i 
About  an  hour  after  dinner,  his  son,  who  parents,  thut  the  bacon  was  the  cause  of 
was  aflOicted  with  the  St.  Vitus's  dance,  the  illness,  and  consequently  of  the  death, 
was  taken  ill,  and  seized  with  pains  and  Tainted  or  diseased  meat  would  produce 
vomiting.    The  servant  bad  gone  out  with  symjitoms  similar  to  those  which  the  dc- 
a  youni^cr  child,  n^id  rctum.-d  about  five  ceased  exhibited.     They  might  also  have  ' 
o*cl<K:k,  coniplnininir   of   dreadful    hend-  lu en  prod iseed  by  some  mineral  poison, 
ache,  and  burning  at  her  stomach.      ^^  it.         r>ir.  Kcfii,  cheesemonger,  uf  Grusvenur- 
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Row  stated  that  the  baeoo,  sold  to  Mr.  tinns.  The  iniection  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
Jones  was  boaght  of  Messrs.  Parry  and  cles  has  not,  nowever,  been  fairly  tried, 
Beazley,  Holbom-hill,  and  he  had  never  for  the  fluid  has  been  thrown  only  into 
heard  of  any  complaint  about  it  until  this  the  pulmonary  arteries  and  ?eins;  where- 
day.  The  bacon  had  certainly  not  come  as,  those  parts  of  the  pulmonary  structure 
from  Fenning*s  wharf.  He  had  sold  all  which  are  impervious  to  air  being  nourished 
the  better  parts  at  lOd.  and  lid  per  pound,  exclusively  by  the  bronchial  arteries  and 
and  he  was  glad  to  dispose  of  the  inferior  veins,  it  may  be  inferred  that  with  these 
parts  at  a  low  price.  alone  are  the  nutrient  vessels  of  the  tuber- 

John  Brown,  clerk  to  Messrs.  Parry  and  cles  connected,  and  that  by  the  bronchial 

Beazley,  prodneed  the  invoice  of  the  ha-  arteries  alone  can  their  injection  be  at- 

eon  sold  by  them  to  Mr.  Keen.    There  tempted   with  any    reasonable   hope   of 

was  no  part  of  the  bacon  diseased  or  taint-  success. 

ed.      It  had  not  come   from   Fenning's  The  author  then  gives  an  analysis  of 

wharf.      He  attributed  the  black  spots  seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tubercles  pos- 

apoken  of  by  Jones  to  bruises.  sessing  the  ordinary  appearance,  and  hav- 

The  junr,    after  consulting  for  about  ing  during  life  given  rise  to  the  ordinary 

twenty  minates,  came  to  a    unanimous  symptoms.    On  careful  section,  the  inte- 

Teidictf  that  the  *«  Death  of  the  deceased  nor,  both  of  those  which  were  yellow  and 

was  caused  by  eating  unwholesome  bacon,  opaque,  and  of  those  which  were  greyish 

bat  that  no  blame  was  attached  to    the  and  translucent,  was  distinctly  seen  to  be 

Tendor  *."  traversed  by  red  vessels,  often  of  conside- 
rable length,  making  frequent  ramifica- 

— ^"~~~^"""~— '^~~~"^''~~~~~~"~"~  tions  and  anastomoses,  sometimes  extend. 

ing  from  the  centre  of  the  tubercle  to  its 

ROYAL   MEDICAL   AND    CHIRUR-  circumference,  where  they  communicated 

GICAL  SOCIETY.  ^H5  !k^  ""^"^^i  ""-.^^  ^^"F' 

If  the  vasculanty  of  the  common  pul- 

^—  monary  tubercle  be  admitted,  there  is  no 

longer  any  difficulty  in  explaining    the 

Abttraet  tf  a  Paper  in  the  forthcoming  Trant-  changes  of  colour  and  consistence  which 

actions,  eutUUd  <<  Researches  on  umie  take  place  in  its  interior  during  the  several 

FuHti  of  the  Patholoot  of    Pclmo-  stages  of  its  progress,  and   tlie  frequent 

HAaT  Tubercle.     By  Peter  Nugent  commencement  of  these  changes  in  the 

Kingston,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  St.  centre;    whereas,  under  the   supposition 

George's  and  St.  James»s  Dispensary."  that  it  is  destitute  of  organization,  these 

»i»         u*    *    r  *u-               •    .     u        1  *  phenomena  are  inexplicaole,  or  at  least 

The  object  of  this  naper  IS  to  shew,  1st,  {,^,^  .^^^^^^  „^  explanation    generally 

that  the  common  pu  moijary  tubercle  is  a  satisfactory  to  the  profession.       ^            ^ 

Tasculartexture;2dly   that  It  sometimes  h.^h  Vas  hefd  by  certain  authors, 

originates  in  an  alteration  of  the  air-cells  „,^,i      ^  ^^^^            J^  ^^at    pulmonai^ 

and  their  secretions;  and  3dly  that  now  tubercles   sometimes  consist  of   air-cells 

and  then  the  disease  is  entirely  healed,  distended  with  morbid  secretion,  which 

when    It   has  even  extended  over  a  very  ^.^^  gradually  solidified  and  acquired  the 

Ur^e  portion  of  the  lungs.  ^^^i^^^^  appearances  presented  by  tuber- 

L- The  opinion  that  pulmonary  tuber-  ^j^^  j^   ^fj^^  several   forms  and    stajres. 


It  rests  is,  that  they  cannot  be  injected  Carswell.     But  the  evidence  is  still  consi- 

from  the  vessels  of  the  lungs.     But  here  it  ^ered  by  many  as    incomplete,  and    as 

IS  assumed  that  no  veseels  can  be  so  mi-  needing  addition  and  support  from  further 

nute,  even  in  the  most  delicately  organized  invcstiffutions 

I«rts  as  not  to  admi t  and  be  brought  into  j),  Kingston  then  relates  cases  in  which 

Tiewby  the  fluids  empoyed  for  anatomical  ^i,^  following  series  of  appearances  were 

ImecUon,  which  IS  contrary  to  the  opinions  observed  in  ^rtions  of  the  same  lung, 

jfmany  of  our  best  anatomists  and  patho-  j.  Excavations  at    the   apices  of   the 

legists,  and  is  irreconcileable  with  the  fact,  jobes 

that    the  articular  cartilages    when    in-  g    Bodies  having  the  ordinary  charac 

flamed,  exhitit  red  vessels,  which,  in  the  t^^s  of  miliary,  crude,  and  softened  tuber- 

bealthy  state,  are  impermeable  by  mjec-  ^.j^,,^                ^            ' 

— — — • ■ 3.  Bodies  which,  to  the  eye  and  touch, 

•  Both  caiet  ■lightly  condensed  from  the  Timet'  st-arcely  diflered  from  the  i»rcceding,  but 

ffvport.  upon  close  examination  were  found  \n  V^^ 
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membranes  filled  with  ?iscid  macus,  to  be  the  lungs,  so  extensire  as  this,  has  as 
continuous  with  the  bronchi,  and  hence  to  parallel  on  record,  and  had  not,  eren  kj 
be  portions  of  the  air.passages.  Laennec,  been  contemplated  as  poaaible. 

4.  Bodies  forming  a  transition  between 

the  third  and  fourth  groups.  _ . . 

There  appears  no  room  for  doubt  that 
these  were  but  different  stages  of  the  same  OBSERVATIONS 

disease ;  and  hence  it  may  be  inferred  ,,,,  ^„u 

that  the  tubercles  originated  in  a  thicken- 
ing and  distennon  of  the  air-celJs;  that       NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
the  parietcs  of  the   latter  continued   to  GANGLION. 

thicken,  and  their  contents  gradually  soli- 
dified, till  at  last  a  total  obliteration  of  ^^  Mr.  Aston  Ket. 
their  cavity  was  effected,  an  J  there  result^  ^ 
ed  a  number  of  solid,  white  or  grey,  more 

or  less  opaque  bodies,  frequently  of  round.    The  power  which  tendons  bare  'of  fonB- 

ed  form,  such  as  have  received  theappella-    ^^S  bursal  cysts,  when  they  are  exposed  to 

tions  of  miliary  tubercles    and    miliary    extraordinary  pressure  or  friction,  is  oos 

granulations.  among  the  many  resonrces  possessed  by 

This  conclusion  throws  light  upon  se?e-    organized  structures,  to  prevent  the  occor- 

ral  practical  questions ;  in  particular,  it    rence,  as  well  as  the  consequences,  of  in- 

confirms  the  opinion  of  those  who,  while    fiammation.     It  would  seem  that  gaogUt 

they  allow  the  necessity  of  a  predispo-     are  not  merely  diseased  bnrsae  mucoic; 

sition,  think  that  a  lingering  inflamma-    f^*"  ^^  former  are  fonnd  in  parts  wbov, 

tion,  or  long-continued  irritation  of  the    in  a  state  of  health,  bursas  do  not  exist    I 

air-cells,  and  minute  bronchi,  excite  the    look  upon  them  as  new  structares,  formed 

disease  in  many  who,  though  the  diathesis    upon  tendons,  as  pressure  or  friction,  or 

existed,  would  otherwise  have  escaped.  undue  exercise  of  a  part,  may  call  them 

III.  —  A   few  cases  have  lately  been     forth.    On  the  patella  the  presence  of  a 

brought  forward  by  Laennec  and  Andral    bursa  is  accidental :  it  is  not  always  met 

to  shew  that,  where  a  very  small  number    ^Ith  in  dissection  ;  and  probably  its  for- 

of  pulmonary  tubercles  exist,  they   are    nnation  may  depend  on  the  exertion  whidi 

occasionally  healed.  the  ligaraentum  patellaa  has  to  undeigo,  or 

Dr.  Kingston  relates  a  case  in  which  a    on  the  pressure  which  it  may  hare  to  sns* 

tuberculous  affection   had  been  entirely    tain,  in  the  frequent  act  of  kneeling.    The 

healed,  after  baring  disorganized  the  whole    contents  of  a  ganglionic  tumor  differ  from 

of  one  lung,  and  a  fourth  part  of  the    those  of  a  common  bursa  mucosa.    Tlie 

other.      One  lung  consisted  of  little  more    latter  secretes  a  fluid  like  ordinary  tjno- 

than  a  congeries  of  excavations,  all  lined    via>  for  the  purpose  of  lubricating  the 

with  healthy  membrane,  free  from  tuber-     tendon :    the  ganglion  most  usually  con- 

culous  and  purulent  matter,  and  inclosed    tains  a  substance  like  the  outer  layers  of 

by  a  thin  lamina  of  condensed  pulmonary    the  crystalline  lens,  soH,  viscid,  and  neariy 

structure.    A  fourth  part  of  the  other  was    solid.    These  crystalline  ganglia,  as  they 

taken  up  with  hard  carbonaceous  masses,    might  not  improperly  be  called,  are  fre- 

some  of  which  were  encysted,  and  a  few    qnently  formed  about  the  hand,  especially 

contained   in  the  centre  a  little  yellow,    on  the  extensor  tendons,  as  they  pass  over 

opaque,  dry,  friable  tuberculous  matter,     the  carpal  bones ;  less  frequently  on  the 

In  each  lung  there  were  besides  a  very    lower  part  of  the  theca  containing  the 

few  encysted,  withered  tubercles,  suffici.    flexor  tendons  of  the  fingers,  forming  small 

ently  indicating  the  nature  of  the  lesion    but  sensitive  swellings  near  the  metacar- 

which  had  produced  the  excavations.    The    pus.    They  also  are  occasionally  seen  on 

man  first  came  into  St.  George's  Hospital    the  extensor  tendons  of  the  fingers  where 

for  a  severe  wound  on  the  leg,  from  the    they  pass  over  the  joints,  giving  pain,  and 

kick  of  a  horse.      Of  this  he  was  perfectly    accompanied  by  a  great  sense  of  weakness 

cured  in  about  four  months.    He  came  in     in  the  part. 

a  second  time  with  inflammation  of  both  These  crystalline  ganglia  are  formed,  as 
kidneys,  from  getting  wet.  By  this,  and  a  I  have  said,  on  the  tendinous  stractore, 
supervening  affection  of  the  head,  he  was  and  appear  to  consist  of  a  double  bag :  the 
carried  off  in  twelve  days.  During  the  outer  one  tendinous  and  firm ;  the  inner, 
periods  of  his  stay  in  the  hospital,  an  like  a  synovial  membrane,  thin  and  se- 
occasional  fit  of  coughing,  with  expectora-  creting.  In  one  that  I  examined  on  the 
tion,  occurred  in  foggy  weather,  but  there  tendon  of  the  external  gastrocnemins  mus- 
were  no  habitual  chest  complaints  of  any  clc,  this  doable  bag  was  distinctly  seen, 
kind.  In  most  instances,  the  outer  cyst  cannot  be 

The  healing  of  a  tuberculous  affection  of    separated  from  the  inner  ^  the  whole  seem- 
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ig  to  be  made  up  of  one  fibrous  bag,  nic  enlargement  becomes  thickened  after 

seretingon  its  inner  surface.  its  contents  have  been  allowed  to  escape; 

Tbe  treatment  usually  adopted  for  those  and  a  slight  hardness  remains,  but  does 

loated  on 'the  back  of  the  wrist-joint,  is^  not  interfere  with  the  use  of  the  part. 

I  burst  the  cyst  by  a  sharp  blow  with  a  The  ganglion  patella)  is  a  cyst  formed 

mk  or  any  other  hard   body.     If  well  upon  tbe  expanded  tendon  that  invests  the 

med  and  sharplv  struck,  it  often  effects  surface  of  the  patella.    Its  structure  re- 

le  object  of  breaking  it  down ;  but  it  as  sembles  that  of  the  other  ganglion,  having 

eqaently  fails,  either  from  the  firmness  of  a  dense  fibrous  covering  lined  by  a  secret- 

m  cjtt  or  from  tbe  unskilfulness  of  the  ing  membrane.    The  secretion  differs  from 

ow,  or  from  want  of  suflicient  resistance  that  of  the  crystalline  ganglia,  in   being 

lorded  by  the  wrist.    It  is  also  a  painful  fluid ;  probably  in  consequence  of  having 

medy,  and  is  occasionally  productive  of  less  albumen  in  its  composition.    I  need 

ore  subsequent  inconvenience  than  the  not  enter  particularly  into   the  ordinary 

iBglion  had  occasioned.     The  more  sim-  modes  of  managing  such  ganglia,  when 

,e  plan  is,  that  of  making  a  small  punc  they  become  large  or  painful.     Blisters, 

(FB  with  Uie  point  of  a  lancet ;  or  a  cata-  stimulating  plasters,  and  pressure    witb 

bet  needle,  when   the  tumor   is    small,  a  bandage,  are  often    resorted  to    with 

here  in  oo  fear  to  be  entertained  of  in-  advantage.    Tbe  more  effectual  plan  for 

immatioD  taking  place;   as  the  cyst  is  dispersing  them  altogether,  is,  to  puncture 

ttle  disposed  to  inflame,  and  the  closure  them  with  a  lancet,  to  let  out  the  contain. 

r  the  opening,  after  the  contents  have  ed  fluid,  and  to  employ  firm  pressure  with 

leapedy  by  means  of  a  band  or  piece  of  a  bandage  and  plaster.     If  this  does  not 

latter,  is  a  sufficient  guard  against  its  oc-  prove  permanently  successful,  the  setou 

Brrence.     I  have  never  seen  or  known  any  becomes  the  most  ready,  the  most  mild, 

liadiief  to  arise  from   the  operation  of  and  the  most  effective  remedy  that  we 

anctaring  these  ganglia ;  and  their  return  have  at  command. 

I  equally  prevented  as  by  any  other  mode  I  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  em- 

f  treatment.  ploy  this  remedy  for  this  affection  of  the 

For  the  small  tumors  that  occupy  the  knee;  and  can  aver  it  to  be  milder  in  its 

•SB  of  the  palmar  side  of  the  fingers,  the  effects,  and  in  the  annoyance  it  causes  the 

aoetore  is  the  only  remedy.     Blisters  or  patient,  than  the  common   blister.    If  a 

lows  are  ineffectual :  the  farmer  are  very  few  threads  be  passed  through  a  ganglion 

tow  in  operating,  and  rarely  succeed  in  patellsB  of  one  knee,  and  a  blister  applied 

naoTing  them ;    and   blows  cannot  be  to  another  on  the  opposite  limb,  the  pa> 

trnek  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  ensure  a  tient  invariably,  I  have  noticed,  complains 

Bptnre  of  the  cyst.    The  cataract  needle  of  more  suffering  from  the  blistered  sur- 

I  the  most  convenient  remedy:  the  tumor  face  than  from  the  suppuration  caused  by 

eing  sensitive,  the   patient  experiences  the  seton  :  and  this  is  in  accordance  with 

NDe  pain  in  its  introduction ;  but  it  is  what  we  know  of  the  sensitiveness  of  the 

lomentary,  and  the  relief  afforded  is  com-  skin,  compared  with  the  sensibility  of  a 

Icte.  bursa,  even  in  a  state  of  inflammation. 

When  tbe  swelling  is  situated  over  tbe  The  pain  complained  of  during  the  stage 

aek  of  a  joint  on  the  extensor  tendon,  of  acute  inflammation  is  inconsiderable; 

KBsnre  diould  be  kept  up  for  some  weeks  and  the  moving  the  threads,  during  the 

liar  the  e?acaation  of  the  cyst.   A  gentle-  process  of  suppuration,  occasions  but  little 

laot  who  was  much  in  the  habit  of  writ-  uneasiness.     Sometimes  a  little  feverish 

ig^  applied  to  me  for  a  swelling  of  this  excitement  is  produced  by  the  pus  not  es. 

iod  on  the  first  phalangeal  joint  of  the  caping  freely  from  the  apertures,  which, 

igfat  index :  be  complained  of  pain  and  being  retained,  becomes  decomposed :  this 

reaknesf  in  tbe  use  of  it,  and  was  unable  inconvenience  is  remedied  by  keeping  the 

>  employ  the  finger  steadily  in  writing.  A  openings,  where  the  silk  enters,  free  and 

nail  puncture  was  made  in  it,  and  about  clear.    The  seton  should  be  kept  in  for 

dimchm  of  crjrstalline  fluid  escaped :  a  several  days  after  suppuration    is   esta- 

ieee  of  ribband  was  bound  over  the  joint,  blished,  in  order  to  promote  granulations, 

ad  firm  pressure  was  thus  made  on  the  and  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  the  pus. 

fst.  The  fluid  did  not  collect  again ;  and  Even  where  the  ganglion  suppurates  it- 

y  wearing  the  ribband  for  a  fev(  weeks,  self,  the  seton  may  be  used  with  advan- 

1  order  to  secure  and  steady  the  finger  tage,  towards  accomplishing  these  two  ob- 

rhen  employed  in  writing,  be  regained  the  jects. 

arfeet  nse  and  strengtli  of  it  The  detail  of  cases  in  which  tbe  seton 

I  once  punctured  a  similar  swelling  was  employed  is  unnecessary,  as  they  re- 

Ter  the  tendon  of  the  trochlearis  superior  semble  cvah  other  in  all  points  of  practi- 

losdeof  theeye;  and  it  never  shewed  any  cal  import.    The  length  of  time  required 

isposition  to  return.    Occasionally,  the  for  the  complete  action  of  the  silks,  and 

art  that  has  been  tbe  seat  of  the  ganglio.  the  extent  of  the  inflammation  induced 


382  EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  8UC&IKG  PUMP  IN  BTRANGUIiATED  HEBXUL 

by  tbcm,  may  vary  in  diffbrent  individuali.  cnpping-^lau  abo? e  it.    Not  haTing  heuA 

Many  cases  have  occurred  in  tbe  hospital,  of  the  use  of  the  pump  in  racb  CMO,  kt 

durii'if?  the  last  tiirce  years,  in  which  the  did  not  attribute  the  effect  prodaced  to  ill 

seton  has  been  cnectuall^  employed ;  and,  true  cause ;  but  on  seeing  the  paper  of  IL 

on  the  whole,  I  prefer  it,  as  being  more  Busch,  in  Hufeland's  Journal  for  1833;  bl 

certainly  effective,  and    combining  with  was  induced  to  try  this  new  method. 

such  efiicicncy  the  advantage  of  not  being  The  first  trial  was  upon  a  patient  riity 

severe  or  painful.  years  of  age,  who  bad  labourea  daring  niaa 

It  is  not  to  the  ordinary  ganglion  pa-  years  under  scrotal  hernia  of  the  left  uia^ 

tellnc  alone  that  its  use  is  confined.    The  which  had  become  suddenly  strangnlatedi 

operation  of  the  seton  is  more  especially  He  was  affected  with  the  moat  violat 

adapted  to  the  indurated  ganglion.     By  pains,  and  all  the  efforts  of  the  aargcon  la 

this  kind  of  swelling,    I    mean   one   in  effect  reduction   proved  abortive.     Snch 

which,  from  the  continued  existence  of  in-  was    the    state    of   matters    on   tbe  fld, 

flammation,  the  cy^t  of  the  tumor  has  be-  when  M.  Kochler  saw  the  patient  for  tha 

come  exceedingly  thickened  by  successive  first    time.      The   hernial  sac  had    now 

deposits  or  layers  of  adhesive  matter  or  attained  the  size  of  an  ostrich'a  ^gg;  the 

fibrine,  converting  tlie  tumor  into  anal-  countenance  was  shrunk,  and  cxprcwire  of 

most  solid  mass.  great  suffering;    the   skin  covered  with 

These  hardened  ganglia  cause  great  un-  cold  sweats;  the  abdomen  tympanitic  aoJ 

easiness  to  the  subject  of  them;  and  inca-  hard;  the    pulse    almost    lm|x^reeptible; 

pacitate  the  person  from  bearing  on  the  constipation  of  tlm'c' days  standing;  faic- 

r»art  in  knet^lin;;,  as  well  as  weaken  the  cough,  and  stercuiticeous  vomiting.    One 

imb  in  the  act  of  extension.     The  ap-  more,  and  that  an  ineffectual  attempt,  was 

pearancc  of  these  tumors,  when  they  are  made  at  effecting  reduction  by  the  taxii, 

laid  open,  sufficientlv  indicates  their  man-  when  recourse  was  had  to  the  exhaustiog 

ner  of  growth,  and  also  the  mode  in  which  pump.  On  the  first  application  overtheia- 

the  loose  b-idics  resembling  melon-setds  guinal  ring,  b(»rborygmus  was  heard  vitb- 

tlmt  are  often  found  mixed  with  their  fluid  in  tlie  hernial  sac;'  and  to  the  surprise  of 

contents,  are  produced.  all,  the  reduction  was  straightway  accom- 

The  operation  usually  employed  for  the  plished :  the  vomiting  immediately  eeaied, 

cure  of  such  induratccl  cysts  on  the  pa*  and  some  hours  a ftiTward.'S  the  patient  had 

tella  and  its  ligament,  is  excision  of  the  an  evacuation  from  the  bowela.     In  thi 

entire  mass.    The  oiieration  is  easily  per-  course  of  a  few  days  the  recovery  was 

formed,  does  nf>t  involve  the  joint  in  dan-  complete. 

ger,  and  is  effective  in  removing  the  dis-  M.  Koehler  gives  the  dctaila  of  nxotber 
case.    When  the  tumor  is  small,  the  ope-  cases  of  strangulated  hernia,  both  iagai- 
ration  is  quickly  ])erformed;  but  if  it  be  nal  and   crural,   in  which  the  atningula- 
largo,  and  overlap  the  synovial  membrane,  tion  yielded  to  this  means,  after  having  R< 
a  sui^eon  ennnot  divest  his  mind  of  all  sisted   every   other —  an   operation  dune 
risk  of  wounding  the  ca])snlar  ligament,  excepted.      One  of   these,  however,  w* 
especially  if  the  base  of  the  cyst  be  adhe-  quired  ronsiderahle  perseverance.    A  Jcv 
rent  to  the  subjacent  fascia;  and  the  ope.  mendicant,  aged  G*J,  had  laboured  onilcra 
mtion  nrunires  some  cautious  dissection,  scrotal  hernia  for  twelve  years,  which  bad 
Fortunately,  the  set(m  is  equally  success-  become   strangulated    in   conseqnenre  of 
ful  in  promoting  suppuration  of  the  cyst,  the  mal-application  of  a  bandage.     ^Vbfa 
as  it  is  in  the  smnller  and  soft  ganglia,  be  came  to  the  hospital  the  sac  was  as 
But  the  most  gratifying  result  is  the  entire  large  as  a  child's  head,  and  was  traie, 
disappearance  of  the  banlencd  coats  of  witliout   being  very    sensible.      He  had 
the  cyst  by  absf>rpti(m.     The  indurated  vomited  t^viee,  and^   notwithstanding  tbe 
parietcs  apffcar  to  be  pmduced,  and  to  bo  administration  of  clysters  before  hie  ad- 
kept  up,  by    the    irritation   of  the   bag;  mission,  he  had  been  constipated  during 
which  being  filled  up  hv  the  inflammation  four  days.    The  first  application  of  the 
and  ^suppuration  established  hy  the  setoii,  pump  not  having  been  attended  with  sac- 
ceases  to  act  as  a  cause  of  irritation,  and  cess,  he  was  blod,  and  had  large  doses  of 
the  absorbents  set  to  work  for  the  removal  calomel  administered  internally,  while  an 
of  the  walls  of  the  tumor. — Guy^s  Hospital  anodyne  ointment  was  applied* to  the  part. 
/^rywrfa,  N«».  3.  No  im]tf'ovement   being  thereby  rffceti-d, 

«.-«^_  the  pum]>   was   tried  again ;   bnt  it  wai 

not  till  its  third  apjdieation  that  some 

0\  TIIK  EMPLOYMKNT   OF  THi:  i)eristaltic  movement  became  perorptibU 

SUCKING  Pl'MP  IN  STRANG U-  within  the  sac.     The  exhaustion  was  per- 

r  \i'r.*M  ifi*nvrA  fonned  once   more,  when   the  rcfluctifn 

LA  I  i-Li  II  i-.K.>i/i.  was  immediately  accomplishwl.  Theb«>weU 

M.  KoKiir.ER,  in  1S2 1,  effected  the  redue-  netod   soon  after,  and  in  a  few  days  the 

tion  of  a  bcrotal  hernia,  by  upid)ini;:  a  patient  was  quite  well. 
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)  of  M.  Koehler's  oolleagaes  hare  ?ery  far  back  into  the  brain ;  and  as  the 

id  the  pump,  in  a  case  of  strangu-  wound    was    situated  at    the  middle  of 

mbilical  hernia,   also  with  most  the  os  frontis,  and  beneath  the  left  frontal 

lory  result    A  woman,  fifty  years  protuberance — ^as  besides,  the  course  of  the 

and  Tery  corpulent,  had  an  um-  balls  departed  from  the  median  line  at  an 

hernia    of   two  years'  standing,  angle  of  about  16°— it  is  more  than  proba* 

was  partially  irreducible :   it  be-  ble  that  the  left  lobe  was  destroyed, 

langnlated,  with  stercoraceous  vo- 

and  constipation  of  three  days'  /^rkm^ni?  r%r*  c5¥Tui-ir«rkxro 

a.    The  tumor  was  as  large  as  an  COLLEGE  OF  8URGEOAS. 

hard,    and  very    sensible.      All  list  of  gentlemen  who  received 

»medies  having  failed,  the  air-pump  diplomas  in  November. 

tt  tried:  its  application  gave  pain,  William  InneR,  Tain,  Rosshire. 

ifed  the  integuments  by  the  trac-  John  B.  Samuel,  New  Bridge-street,  Vaaxhall. 

ly  experienced ;  nevertheless  the  re-  J-  BwTcr"  CofeJSll.  ^"^'  Northampton, 

was  complete.  JEmiliau«Holbeche,  Sutton  Coldfleld. 

racliision,  this   method  succeeded  Joseph  Glover.  York. 

;ely   in   twenty-three    very  severe  S'I^'^®y»  Bermondsey. 

KUur:An«alin.  ^"rrkX"""- 

R.  Riggs,  Castle  Pollard. 

■  W.  Birtwhlstle,  Sklpton-in-Craven. 

S.  D.  Feredajr,  Sedgley. 

lUCTION  OF  THE   LEFT  HE-  H.  R.  Banks,  Devenport. 

uvxfv    vviTUOTTT  APPKT'T  Richard T.  Morrfs,  Uphollam. 

HERE,  WITHOUT  AFFECT-  john  Thompson, Thornton  Siewrart,  Yorkshire. 

I'Kd-  THP  INTPr  T  FPT  W.  Parkinson,  Burnley,  Lancashire. 

IWOr  1  HE  lis  1  EI.L.L1C  1 .  ^  jj   Oliver.  Rolberhltbe. 

•BELL  has   communicated  to    the  ^'  p^g^'^^J^JJi^"^""' 

de  ia  SoeieU  de  M^dccine  of  Ghent,  a  Robert  p!'m!  Low,  willow. 

lich  presents  considerable  interest  J.  a.  Reynolds,  Ballyshannon. 

snce  to  the  functions  of  the  brain.  Thomas  B.  Salter,  Poole,  Dorset. 

ang  man  of  16,  habitually  grave,  Z-i^i^^^iSi!^£'.mi». 

Qunicativc,  and  of  obtuse  intellect,  jo^n  d.  Watt,  Calthorpe  Place,  Gray's  Inn  Road. 

that  he  had  been   deceived    by  R.  w.  Tnmpiin,  Biillter-street. 

>  whom  he  was  attached,  and  de-  i*™"i^''T'n^^T*j;,^l«l;_,«„ 

J    •                     ^          *^  A^^*^..,,  v.;^  R.M.  Rendall,  Maiden  Newton. 

d,  in  conseouence,  to  destroy  him-  j^  j^  ^^^  Uttoxetcr. 

e  discharged  a  pistol  into  his  bead,  p.  Reiiiey,  Plymouth. 

Is  from  which  penetrated  by  tlie  J.  J.  Lay,  Peasanhull. 

iprtnre  nt  the  anterior  nart     About  S-  <'*"»''<'•  Blyford,  Suffolk. 

^nure  ai  me  anierior  pari,   auoui  ^  uaai-son,  Bilidenhaii. 

dinary    cupsful    of    cerebral    sub-  j,  Laughnan.  Tralee.  Co.  Kerry. 

vere  evacuated  by  the  opening,  and  Edward  Davies,  jjerthyr,TydviK 

ter  was  introduced  to  the  depth  of . 

ches,  without  meeting  with    the  aphthft autfr*  HAIL 

t  impediment.    The  patient,  who  APOTHECARIES   MAL,L. 

en  at    first    insensible,   recovered  list  of  gentlemen  who  have  received 

twenty-four  hours,  presenting  no  certificates. 

ince  of  sensibility  or  power  of  mo-  December  8,  1836. 

IS  sight,  however,  was  gone.    Ine  «     *u    i    o      i  ♦!« 

heakd  favourably :  a  .^nsiderable  i:S'»"II?."?T.vi.?o°ck*""'"- 

y  of  cerebral  matter  was  lost  each  james  firation,  Shrewsbury. 

ing  the  dressing,  and  at  the  end  of  William  Ellis.  Bawmarsh,  Rotherham. 

•nty-seventh  day  the  wound  was  i^^°  i?"P^  J'"!' J?;'^*"*"* 

*ly    healed-neither   ball    having  Job°  Marstop,  London. 

tractcd.    A  remarkable  change  had  t^pw  tmi? ni pat  ROOKS 

ected  in  the  character  of  the  youth.  NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS, 

une  gay,  intelligent,  and  talkative.  The  Fallacy  of  the  Art  of  Physic,  as 

ion  was  never  restored,  but  his  taught  in  the  Schools.    By  S.  Dickson, 

»f   smell    was  quite    unimpaired.  M.D.,  8vo.  7«. 

MX  months  after  the  accident  he  The  Principles  of  Surgery.    By  James 

subject  to  convulsions,  which  were  Syme,  F.R.S.E.     Second  edit.  8vo.  14*. 

1  by  one  bleeding.     At  the  end  Cowan's  Bed-side  Manual,  18mo.  2*.  W. 

years  he  died.    The  great  loss  of  Lectures  on  the  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the 

■ubstance  which  this  individual  Serous  and  Mucous  Membranes.    By  T. 

Fercd  had  occasioned  no  derange-  Hodokin,  M.D.    Vol.  1,  8vo.  ^Os.  Jc^.  . 

'  the  intellectual  powers,  notwith-  Pathological  Researches    on    Phthisis. 

;  that  the  balls  had   penetrated  By  Louis.  Translated  by  Cowan.  8vo.l2f. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Allow  me  to  request  that  you  will  ha^e 
inserted  in  the  Medical  (iazette  the 
annexed  order  of  the  Board  of  Trinity 
Collepfe,  Duhlin,  for  the  purpose  of  coun- 
teracting any  erroneous  impression  that 
might  exist  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  ana- 
tomical course  in  the  University  of  this 
place. — I  remain,  sir, 

Your  very  ohedient  servant, 

Francis  Barker, 
Registrar  to  the  Professors. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  or  Mortality,  Dae,  10^  1836i. 


23,  Bagot- street, 
Dec.  I,  t8SG. 


(copy.) 

Trinity  Collefre,  Dnbiin, 
Nov.  2G,  1836. 


Abvcews         .       •  4 

Age  and  Debility .  145 

Apoplexy      .        •  22 

Asthma         •       .  46 

Cancer          •        .  7 

Chtldliirth     .       .  13 

Cholera        .       .  2 

Cocsumptiou        .  231 

Convalitions         •  87 

Croup  .  •  .  2 
Dentition  or  Tretbiu^'JH 

Dropsy  .  .  60 
Dropxy  on  the  Braf  n  2<l 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest    3 

Dynentery     .        .  4 

Fpllrpsy      .        .  2 

£ry!>ipelas    .        .  6 

Fever     .        .       •  81 

Fever,  Hcarlet      .  26 

Fever,  Typhus     •  6 

Gout      .        •        •  4 

Heart,  diseased   .  9 

Hernia  .        .        •  2 

Hooping  Cough   .  24 

Inflammation       .  127 
Bowels 5c  Stomach  66 

Increase  of  burials,  as  compared  with  > 
the  preceding  week  .        .  ] 

*«*  The  increase  in  this  week's  bill  has  arisca 
from  several  clerks  of  large  parishes,  who  had 
nejrlected  to  make  their  reports  in  due  order,  hsv- 


Braln  .       •     IS 

Lungs  and  Pleura  B 

Insanity        .        . 

Jaundice       .       . 

Liver,  diseased    . 

Locked  Jaw 

Bfea«lrs         •        • 

Miscarriage  •       • 

Mortification         • 

Paralysis       •       • 

Rheumatism         • 

Scrofula        . 

Smali-|tox     • 

Sore   Throat    and 
Quinsey    .       • 

Spasms  • 

Stone  9i  Gravel   . 

Stricture       •       . 

Thrush 

Tumor  .       • 

Venereal       . 

Worms 

Unknown  Causes 


Casualtlea 


971 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL 


Dee.  1836. 


THKEMOMKraa. 


Ordered  by  the  Board,  that  the  Profes- 
sor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  shall  deliver 
Jive  lectures  a  week  in  anatomy,  at  the 
hour  of  one  o'clock,  in  their  Anatomical 
Theatre,  during  the  medical  session,  from 
the  6rst  Monday  of  November  to  the  end 

of  Anril  in  pverv  vpar  •  nnd  that  this  order     *"«  "®*^  *"■<**  reporU  previous  to  the  cloae  of  the 
01  April  in  every  year ,  ana  inai  inis  oraer  ^^^  inserUon  in  the  General  Bill. 

be  esteemed  a  "  bye-law,"  agreeably  to  the      — 

26th  section  of  the  40th  Geo.  IIL 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

(Signed)       Robt.  Phipps, 

Registrar. 

NORTHERN  DISPENSARY. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that,  at  a  special 
general  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  this 
dispensary,  held  on  Tuesday  last,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  carried  by  a  large 
majority ;  so  that  there  is  reason  to  hope 
the  evils  recently  complained  of  will  be 
corrected,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
institution  will  ultimately  be  advanced. 
Resolved — ^*  That  this  meeting,  in  con 


Thursday .    1 

from  29  to  48 

Friday    .  .    2 

85      62 

Saturday  .   8 

45      ftS 

Sunday  .  .    4 

48      M 

Monday.  .    5 

46       M 

Tuesday . .   0 

41       M 

Wednesday  7 

46      61 

BAROMrriB. 

29*S4to8»«l 


39^ 
29  64 
29-78 
»-77 
29-77 
29-61 


SB7S 

»m 

3978 
2977 


Wind  S.W.,  and  occasionally  holstenrat. 
Generally  overcast,  with  daily  ralo. 
Rain  fallen,  *67S  of  an  inch. 


NOTICES. 
"  S.,"  a  Hahnemannite,  who  calls  upon 

Bidering  the  causes  which  led  tothe  resig-    "I 'l'%7mfrwli««  .*«  **^*^^ 
nation  of  the  late  medical  officers  of  this    St,.  „,»rlTh'o^S^  SL^^  U^h^^ 

t'^'l;njli"l„rted't"re  »^tt'    ^  a  t„?.f  dl^^T.!?  !  TJoi  M^ 
*'°"'^fxSnrtrvfndrca\e\hrVl'    f- '-S^t  .e  know.  Then  we  .held  IS 


own 


coming  <7;v^c^.v..v  «.  ..uu.<..,c  tun.  u«u  ^   |^  informed  who  are  Bakodv.  Statter, 

honour,  and  to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  o.i,i».  ».-  _i,~_  o:_»_  __^Z.  ™.    • 

gcemors  to  the  danger  which  threatened  ?!±''„  ^f  T^Tr,^   .Z  ^fi^  i/Vlv! 

Sie  existence  of  the  insUtution.  2"^Vf  ^!"^  \^^    ^'k    '*  ?^'^ 

«  That  this  meeting  has  heard  with  re-  !^!r  Jih""^!*'  T„T'  ?  ''"  J^^n"^*!^ 

gret,  that  the  representations  made  to  the  "'I^m™  Jr  .  ^^^l.  T"'  i        f**^ 

Committee  of  the  causes  which  led  to  their  "!^S.^  SJI'm^  wt.  *"'''*     •"""  ^ 

resignations,  did  not  induce  the    Com-  »<>«>«•>«  for '«>«»»  books. 

mittee  to  adopt  decisive  measures  for  the 
protection  of  the  charity ;  and  this  meet- 
ing  considers  it  due  to  the  medical  officers 
making   these  representations,  to  thank 

™IIIt«?«  tl!"^'!"   P^'^'^'^^^^.K ^^T^.y"  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith.  Mr.  Pritchaid,  Mr. HiQ. 

maintain  the  usefulness  of  the  chanty,  ^^  «  ^  „  „  Hihemiena." 

and  request  that  thry  will  resume  their  '>ert,     i^.,       Mlbemicua. 

several  offices." 


<*  R."  shall  be  attended  to. 

^  E.  C.  P."  should  ffive  hia  name,  as  the 
*^  Old  Navy  Surgeon"  has,  long  since. 

Communications  have  been  received 
from  Dr.  Ashwell,  Mr.  Noble^  Dr.  Kemop 


Wi  Lso N  &  So N ,  Printers,  67»Skl]iiiefwSu Londta* 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEING   A 

WEEKLY  JOUiRT^AL 

OP 

URttiitim  arOr  tbt  CoIIattral  ^titixtti. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  17,  1836. 


LECTURES  t  Jo^i  of  violation.    Sip^or  Crespi,  a  young 

man  of  good  family,  at  Rome,  was  charged 
o"  with  a  rape  committed  on  a  girl  under  the 

vnnVKRir    HfFnTr-TNi?.         age  of  puherty :  he  was  arrested,  and  the 
FORENSIC    MEDICINE,         ^^j  examined  by  three  physicians  and  two 

Ddntnd  at  the  Aldmgate  School  rf  Medicine,  surgeons.      The   report  was    "that   the 

sexual  parts  were  altered  and  tumid  j  that 

Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  the  hymen  was  entirely  wanting,  and  the 

whole  of  the  vagina  was    irritated,    in- 

""""*  flamed,  and  of  a  deep  red  colour — parti- 

Lectcre  XII.  cularly  so  at  the  point  of  the  fncnulum.»» 

The  vagina  was  dilated  so  as  to  admit  a 

Meiko-Ugal  iUuttratiom    of  Rapc'-Cerman  fi^-gr  ^.j^i,  perfect  facility;  and,  finally, 

mnd  Julian  cates—AnalvM  of  the  celebrated  ^y^^y  observed  a  copitms  discharge  of  pu- 

Tkamton  and  A^hjord  truil-^The  pro>ecu.  r^,ie„t    and  sanguinolent  matters.      The 

tor's  Mtatemcnt  and  pnsoner^s  defence,  how  medical  examiners  were  of  opinion    that 

fgr  home  out  by  the  circumitances—The  me.  ^j,g  complainant  had  been  deflowered  re- 

dkal  evidence,  with  remarks —General  evt-  cently,and  that  the  discharge  arose  either 

denee^The  alibi— Probable  caufc  oj  Mary  ^^^^  mechanical  injury  or  actually  from  a 

Athfard^sdeath-'MaroaretPattersm'scase-^  communicated  gonorrhrea.     The  girl  her- 

Vialaiion  with  horrible  cruelty—  Stupra  g^lf  slated  that  the  discharge  began  imme- 

COKTBA  K4TURAM— il  few  remarks  on  un-  ^-^^^/y  ^fter  the  rape :  it  did  not  yield  to 

natural  crimes,  and  the  extent  of  pooj  of  the  ordinary  antiphlogistic  treatment ;  and 

wkiek  they  admit.  subsequent  examinations  by  the  same  pby- 

Tbe  medico-legal  report  with  which  I  sicians  induced  them  to  lean  more  strongly 

doted  the  last  lectnre,  seemed  well  adapt-  to  the  idea  that  it  was  of  venereal  origin. 
ed  for  an  illustration.    It  served  to  show       The  accused  was  convicted.  ButProfessor 

die  ayttematic  careful    method    usually  Metaxa  took  up  the  case,  and  argued  two 

pnnoed  by  French  medical  jurists,  inves-  points — that  there  was  not  sufficient  evi- 

tigmting  a  case  of  alleged  rape ;  and  so  dence  of  the  rape,  and  that  the  girl  la- 

veil  does  every  point  seem  to  have  been  boured  under  leucorrhcea.    Respecting  the 

attanded  to  in  that  instance,  that  there  first,  his  position  was  general, — the  diffi- 

a|>pcan,  indeed,  to  be  nothing  left  to  de-  calty  of  the  proof  derived  from  apparent  ab- 

■nv.    The  Germans,  also,  have  their  re-  sence  of  virginity  :  and  it  was  urged  that 

gvlar  forma  for    reporting  in   rape  and  a  rape  committed  on  a  female  under  pu- 

otbcr  cases,  and  I  could  have  wished  to  berty  would  have  left  more  positive  marks 

present  you    with  a  specimen  of  their  than  were  observed  in  the  present  case. 

node  of  proceeding ;  but  I  find  that  the  His  observations  on  the  second  point  wck 

ezamples  supplied  us,   even  by  some  of  more  conclusive:  he  maintainea  that  the 

the  most  recent  authorities  (Dr.'  Bemt,  for  nature  of  the  dischai^ge  ought  to  have  been 

instanoe,  who  brought  oat  a  new  edition  better  ascertained ;  gonorrhosa  only  affects 

of  his  Visa  Beperta  only  a  few  months  ago),  the  inferior  and  more  external  parts  of 

are  somewhat  musty— ^ted  as  far  back  as  the  genitals,  while  leucorrhoea  proceeds 

1783  and  1791.  from  a  higher  source :  if  the  parts,  there. 

Jtalwan  ease  of  alleged  rape  and  infection,'--  fore,  had  been  washed  carefully,  and  then 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Beck  for   the  again   inspected,  no  mistake  could  have 

particalars  of  an  interesting  Italian  case,  occurred.    He  argued  further,  that  gonor- 

wbidi  iiiTolTed  more  than  uie  mere  ques-  Acoa  has  its  regular  period  of  high  in- 

472.— xiY.  2  G 
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flammation  and  decline,  ii^'liile  leucorrhcea  whereupon  the  appellee  claimed  a  trial  fty 

is  often  chronic,  and  increases  and  dimi-  battel.    It  was  grarely  argued  in  the  Court 

nishes  at  irregular  intervals.    The  state*  of  King's  Bench,  whether  this  tort  of  tiial 

ment  that  the  discharge  began  immediately  should  be  permitted.      The   proceediDgs 

after  the  alleged  violence,  he  insisted  was  occupied  several  months.    Battel  was  nlti- 

o])])osed  to  the  idea  of  its  being  venereal,  mately  granted,  but  declined  by  the  ap- 

Some  other  circumstances  mentioned  in  pellant ;  whereupon  the  prisoner  was  per* 

the  report  were  also  criticised  by  the  Pro-  mitted  to  go  at  large, 
fessor ;  such  as  the  assertion  that  the  parts        Let  us   review  the  principal   circam- 

were  acutely  inflamed,  while  it  appears  stances  of  this  case,  for  they  are  worthy  of 

they  could  be  handled  without  giving  pain ;  our  best  attention.   I  shall  take,  in  the  first 

^^d  it  seems  there  was  no  haemorrhage  of  place,  the  statement  of  the  prosecutorl 

any  kind,  nor  was    there    any  account  counsel,  as  it  will  serve  to  represent  the 

even  of  carunculaa  myrtiformes  in  the  ah-  popular  side  of  the  story.    We  shall  then 

sence  of  the  hymen.    Testimony  was  also  compare  with  it  the  prisoner's  statement, 

produced  that  the  girl  did  actually  labour  and  see  how  far  each  was  borne  oat  by 

under  leucorrhoea.  the  evidence. 

So  strong  a  representation  of  all  these        Proiecutor*»  statement, — After  the  nioil 

facts  and  inferences  was  presented  to  the  preliminaries  about  the  heinousness  of  the 

authorities,  signed  by  twenty-eight  other  crimes  with  which  the  prisoner,  Abrahaa 

professors  and  physicians  of  Rome,  that  Thomton,wascharged,  counsel  proceeded, 

it  led  to  a  reversal  of  the  sentence.    Dr.  The  deceased,  Mary  Ashford,  was  a  yoiiDff 

Beck  concludes  his  notice  of  the  case  by  woman     of    engaging    manners,    liiiid- 

assenting  to  the  shrewd  observation  made  some  in  her  person,  and  of  unblemished 

by  a  reviewer,  in  an  American  journal,  character.    She  was  well  known  in  thtt 

that   the    Professor,    while  he    certainly  part  of  the  country— that  is,  at  ErdingtoD, 

showed  that  the  physicians  were  wrong  in  and  in  tlie  neighbourhood ;  her  parents 

supposing  gonorrh(B8,   weakened  his  ar-  were  poor,  and  she  lived  with  her  uncle,! 

guments  not  a  little  by  insisting  so  strongly  farmer  at  Langlcy.    On  the  evening  of 

on  leucorrhcea ;  for,admitting  that  leucor-  the  26th  May,  1817,  the  deceased  went 

rhoea  was  present,  there  seems  to  have  with  her  friend,  a  young  woman  of  the 

been  quite  enough  of  indicia  of  violence  name  of  Hannah  Cox,  to  a  dance  at  t 

observed  about  the  sexual  organs  to  w^r-  public-hnnse   in   the  vicinity    of    Cattle 

rant  the    probability    of   rape.      Signor  Bromwich,  called  Tybum-hou86,    Thorn- 

Crcspi  must,  therefore,  be  considered  as  ton  was  there,  and  was  much  stmck  with 

having  escaped  through  the  remissness  of  her  appearance :  he  inquired  who  she  wis, 

the  examiners  in  ascertaining  a  collateral  and  on  being  told  it  was  old  Ashfbrd^ 

point  of  testimony.  daughter,  he  said,  '*  I  have  been  oosnect- 

The  celebrated  Warwickshire  trial — Thorri'  ed  with  her  sister,  and  I  will  with  her,  or 

ton  and  Ashford  case, — 1  shall  now  beg  to  IMl  die  by  it."    He  danced  with  her  in 

call  vour  attention  to  a  very  celebrated  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  abont  twelve 

English  case,  which  created  an  intense  o'clock,  when  she  left  the  house  for  the 

interest  in  the  public  mind  about  nineteen  purpose  of  returning  homo,  he  acconpa- 

years  ago,  and  some  of  the  circumstances  nica  her.    Hannah  Cox  also  went  part  of 

connected  with  which  have  not  to  this  the  way  with  them ;  but  after  she  parted, 

hour  been  explained.    A  joung  woman  there    is    no    account    of  prisoner  aad 

was  found  drowned,  with  recent  marks  of  deceased  till  three  o'clock  in  the  vm- 

defloration  on    her    body.    Suspicion  of  ing.    At  that  hour  a  man  saw  them  sitting    : 

rape  and  murder  alighted  on  a  man  who  together  on  a  stile,  when  Mary  AshfonI 

had  been  seen  in  her  company  only  a  few  appeared  anxious   not  to  be  recogniied.    - 

hours  before  her  death,  and  who  acknow-  At  four  o'clock  she  called  at  Mrs.  Batler% 

ledgcd  afterwards  that  he  had  had  con-  where    Hannah   Cox  slept.      There  die 

nexion  with  her :  he  was  indicted  and  tried  changed  her  white  dancing  dresi  for  the 

for  both  crimes,  but  acquittcil— the  evi-  red  spencer,  pink  frock,  and  black  stockings, 

dcnce  not  satisfying  the  minds  of  either  whicn  she  had  worn  the  day  before,  pat  her 

jod^c  or  jury.  other  things  in  a  bundle,  and  left  for  hoflM 

The  popular  voice,  however,  pronounced  at  about  a  quarter  past  foor.     She  wu  in 

Thornton,  the  accused,   guilty,  and  his  good  spirits,  and  cheerful  in  talking  to  her 

escape    from    condign    punishment    was  friend  Hannah  on  tliis  occasion  :  said  that 

attributed  to  the    mere  technicalities  of  Hiornton  had  stopped  with  her  a  good 

the    law.      A  second    trial  was    loudly  bit ;   and  that  she  had  slept  at  her  grand* 

called  for;  and  it  appears  that,  accora-  father's.    [This  last  assertion  was  wholly 

ing    to    certain    ancient     statutes,    the  untrue.]     Soon  after  leaving  Mrs.  Bnt- 

nearest  of  kin  of  the  deceased  had  a  right  ler's,  deceased  was  seen  going  up  Bell-lans 

to  appeal.     The  brother  of  the  deceased  on  her  way  home.    It  was  at  this  time  at 

was,  in  this  instance^  induced  to  appeal ;  least  a  quarter  past  foor.    At  half-past  sixt 
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berbandleyberstraw  bonnet,  and  her  shoes,  six,  the  murder  with  which  the  prisoner 

were  foand  beside  the  pit  from  which  her  was  charged  must  have  been  perpetrated. 

body  was  soon  after  dragged;  so  that  be.  In  the  harrowed  field,  adjoining  the  one 

tween  a  quarter  past  four  and  half  past  in  which  the  fatal  pit  is  situated,  wereob- 


FtaB's  MiU 


Scale  of    Ilair  •    MiU 


anrad  tbe  footsteps  (n,  e,  a)  of  a  man 
ttid  woman.  They  were  off  the  foot- 
path (c)  which  led  through  these  fields 
to  LtBgley.  These  footmarks  were  those 
of  two  peiBont  now  mnninr,  now  dodg- 
inf  ,  ana  again  walking,  and  were  found 
to  lead  to  a  spot  (t)  where  there  was 
•■  impteanon  of  a  bnman  figure  ex- 
tHidei  on  the  ground.  In  the  middle  of 
Ihia  impression  was  a  quantity  of  blood ; 
at  tba  Dottom  of  the  figure  there  was  a 
•ttU  laiger  quabtitr ;  and  from  this  to  the 
pit  tiBoas  of  blood  could  be  plainly  de- 
tactod.  Now  tiio  footsteps  in  the  har- 
lowod  fidd  wcd»Mdenthr  those  of  Thorn- 
tOB  aad  Maiy  Amid,  for  the  shoes  they 
wora  wen  eoii|taiiid  with  tlie  impressions. 
Then  was  tbe  stad^alao,  of  a  man's  foot 
mt  tbe  edge  of  tbe  ^1— tbe  left  foot,  slant- 
iwg,  tbe  outside  pretdng  deeper  than  the 
euer,  as  if  inade'bgr  a  person  who  had 
leaned  forward  to  nnow  something  into 
tbe  water.  [Tliis  footmark,  however,  was 
■oi  abown  to  be  Thornton's.]  When  the 
body  was  examined  by  two  suigeons,  the 
jnoti  of  defloration  were  clearly  made 
aat;  aad  it  was  said  that  there  were  marlu 
•f  fioleace  on  each  arm,  as  if  caused  by 
tbe  msp  of  a  man's  bands  while  hola- 
hm  toe  deeeaied  down  on  the  ground. 
n>  ptlseiier  oonUBssed  tliat  he  had  been 
IpM  the  deoMitd  till  four  o'doek  in  tbe 


morning,  and  that  he  had  been  connected 
with  her,  but  with  her  own  consent.  His 
clothes  confirmed  the  fact  of  the  con- 
nexion ;  and  hers,  found  on  the  body, 
were  stained  with  blood  and  dirt. 

Such  were  the  leading  fkcts  in  the  case 
for  the  prosecution :  the  obvious  inference 
from  which  would  be,  that  the  violation 
had  been  effected  after  the  deceased  had 
been  seen  alive  for  the  last  time,  and  that 
she  was  then  murdered.  The  crimes  were 
laid  to  Thornton's  charge,  as  he  had  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  have  carnal  know- 
ledge of  the  deceased,  and  had  been  seen 
in  her  company  so  late  as  three  o'clock  : 
he  acknowledged,  indeed,  himself,  that  he 
had  been  With  her  till  four. 

Account  of  Thornton.  —  It  will  now  be 
proper  to  state  what  account  the  pri- 
soner was  able  to  give  of  himself;  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  premise 
a  few  words  relative  to  Thornton's  perHm- 
nel.  To  such  a  height  did  the  public  in- 
dignation carry  all  those  who  had  not  seen 
the  man,  that  they  believed  him  to  be  '*  a 
bloated  disgusting-looking  person,"  at 
least  twice  as  old  as  Mary  Ashford  (who 
was  twenty),  and  likenesses  of  the  parties 
were  sold  in  all  the  print-shops,  shewing, 
of  course^  as  much  contrast  in  their  re- 
spective physiognomies  as  possible; — he 
ail  ugliness,  she  a  Venas;  in  fact,  it  was 
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a  sort  of  ''  beauty  and  the  beast  >'  af-  the  fact  of  the  connexion  ■eems  to  be 
fair.  Those,  however,  who  were  ena-  implied  in  the  prisoner's  examination  — 
bled  to  satisfy  their  curiosity  by  a  sight  nothing  is  stated;  be  then  continnes— ] 
of  the  monster  (as  thousands  did  when  Examinant  and  Mary  Ashford  then  re- 
he  was  brought  up  on  successive  oc«  turned  the  same  road;  when  they  came 
casions  at  Westminster),  found  that  he  to  the  gate  and  stile  they  first  got  oTer, 
had  been  unfairly  dealt  with ;  and  he  is  they  stood  there  ten  minutes  or  a  quar* 
described  by  eye-witnesses  as  "  a  stout,  ter  of  an  hour  talking ;  it  might  be 
well-looking  young  man,  about  five  feet  about  three  o'clock.  While  there  a  man 
seven  in  height,  with  a  fresh  complexion,  came  by,  to  whom  examinant  said  **  good 
and  appearing  to  be  not  more  than  twenty,  morning !"  and  the  man  said  the  same ;  be 
fife  or  twenty-six  years  of  age.*'  He  was  (Thornton)  and  Mary  Ashford  stayed  tt 
the  son  of  a  respectable  builder  at  Castle  the  stile  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards; 
Bromwich,  and  worked  at  the  business  as  they  then  went  on  together  towards  Er- 
an  assistant  to  his  father.  dington,  (within  a  short  distance  of  Mrs. 

When,  on  the  morning  the  body  was  Butler's),  where  he  parted  with  the  girl, 
found,  the  circumstances  were  canvassed  and  never  saw  her  after.  He  waited  for 
on  all  sides,  it  was  suspected  immediately  her  about  five  minutes,  expecting  her  re- 
that  Thornton  was  implicated,  and  steps  turn ;  it  was  then  four  o'clock,  or  ten  mi- 
were  taken  to  have  him  apprehended,  nntes  after  four.  Examinant  then  went  by 
Daniel  Clarke,  the  publican  who  kept  the  foot-road  home;  passed  Shipley's; 
Tyburn- house,  went  over  to  Castle  Brom-  afterwards  went  by  Holden's,  wfa«re  be 
wich,  where  he  met  the  person  he  was  in  saw  some  people  busy  about  cows;  then 
quest  of,  riding  on  a  pony  along  the  turn-  came  to  the  flood-gates,  on  the  way  to 
pike- road.  I  shall  ouote  the  evidence  of  Twamley's  mill,  where  he  saw  the  keeper, 
Clarke.  **  I  asked  him  what  became  of  whom  he  knew,  and  of  whom  he  inqoired 
the  young  woman  who  went  with  him  the  hour;  it  was  near  five  o'clock;  and  so 
Arom  my  house  last  night  ?  He  made  no  on,  he  described  his  journey  home, 
answer,  and  I  told  him  she  was  murdered  Now  every  part  of  this  statement  or  dc- 
and  thrown  into  a  pit.  Prisoner  said,  position  capable  of  being  Terified  by  coUt- 
Murdered!  I  said,  yes,  murdered.  Pri-  teral  testimony,  was  found  correct:  the 
soner  said  immediately,  I  was  with  her  till  other  part  rested  on  the  same  sort  of  pre- 
four  o'clock  this  morning.  I  asked  him  sumption  on  which  the  alleged  cireom* 
to  come  along  with  me  to  clear  himself;  stances  of  the  murder  rested.  The  qaes- 
he  went  with  me  to  my  house,  better  than  tion  was,  which  presumption  was  the 
a  mile ;  he  said  he  could  soon  clear  him-  stronger. 

self;  he  said  nothing  more  about  this ;  we  Circumstantial  evidence. — There  cannot  bt 

were  talking  about  farming  and  tbe  like,  a  doubt  but  that  Mary  Ashford  was  in 

He  put  up  his  pony;  he  said  he  should  Thornton's  comnany,  alone,  from  shortly 

walk  afoot  to  Sutton.    He  went  into  the  after  twelve  till  three  in  the   morning, 

room  and  had  something  to  eat  and  drink;  This    included    the    dark    part    of  tlM 

he  might  remain  there  half  an  hour;  he  night:   it  was  clear  day-light  by  three 

staid  in  the  house  till  the  constable  came,  o'clock,  and    people  were  up  and  stir- 

I  did  not  ofier  to  discourse  about  the  mur-  ring,  going   to   their   work  by  four,  or 

der  afterwards,  although  I  was  very  much  soon  after.    Was  the  defloration  effected 

shocked.    I  did  not  know  that  the  pri>  within  those  three  hours,  Or  not  till  balf- 

soner  had  been  with  her  till  four  in  the  past  four  or  later  ?    In  other  words,  did 

morning,  till  he  told  me.    I  thought  he  Thornton  exercise  all  his  arts  of  seduction 

appeared  a  little  confused  when  I  first  put  in  vain  during  the  period  which  was  in 

the  question  to  him.'*  every  way  most  opportune  for  him,— or 

Prisoner's  statement*  —  On  being   taken  did  he  way- lay  her  on  her  road  home^ 

before  a  magistrate,    Thornton  made   a  violate  her,  and  then  murder  her  by  drown- 

yoluntary  deposition  to  this  effect,— that  ing,  all  in  open  day-light,  and  beside  a 

he  had  been  at  the  dance  the  evening  freouented  foot  road  r 

before,  and  stayed  till    twelve  o'clock;  Mary  Ashford  changed  her  dress  when  she 

that    he    then    went   away    with    Mary  called  at  Mrs.  Butler's.     If  the  sexual  in- 

Ashford  and  two  others;  that  after  the  tercourse  took  place  before  this,  would  she 

latter  had  left  them,  he  and  Mary  Ash-  have  been  in  good  spirits  and  cheerftil,  as 

ford  went  on  as  far  as  Mr.  Freeman's  her  friend  described  her,—- would  she  not 

[marked  in  the  map  as  Grandfather's] ;  hare  complained,  —  and  would  not  her 

they  then  turned  to  the  riffht,  and  went  dancing  clothes  betray  the  treatment  she 

along  a  lane  [  Bell  lane]  till  they  came  to  had  met  with }    As  to  the  first,  it  is  clear 

a  gate  and  stile  on  the  right  hand  side  of  that  she  dissembled  with  her  friend :  she 

the  road ;  they  went  over  the  stile,  and  also  told  her  what  was  not  the  fiict— that 

along  the  foot-path   across  four  or  five  she  had  slept  at  her  giandlktber's,  and 

ields— could  not  say  how  many.    [Here  concealed  toe  cireumftuiee  of  ber  haying 


MEDICO-LEGAL  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  RAPE.  380 

parted  with  Thornton  only  shortly  before,  lated  blood  proceeded  from  the  lacerations, 

bot    the   eridence   connected    with  the  The  lacerations  were  from  the  scKnal  in- 

dothes  is  worth  observing.     The  gown,  tercourse. 

petticoat,  and  white  silk  stockings  (her  ''Cross-examined.— Observed  no  marks  of 

dancing  dress),  which  she  took  off  at  her  violence  at  ail  but  what  I  have  mentioned, 

friend*^  and  there  wrapped  up   in   her  Nothing  in  the  coagulated  blood  or  the 

handle,  were  exhibited  to,  and  examined  laceration    that    would    produce    death, 

by,  the  jnry  at  the  trial.    They  were  all  There  was  no  laceration  but  what  might 

bloody  :   the  stockings  particularly  were  or  might  not  arise  from  sexual  intercourse 

stained  all  the  way  up.    It  is  true  that  the  with  a  virgin,  with  consent  and  without 

Ihickshethenpaton.wasfound  very  bloody  violence.      It  is   very    evident   that  the 

also  in  the  seat  ]>art  behind  ;    but  the  menses    came  on  at  a  very  unexpected 

black  worsted  stockings  worn  at  her  death  moment  by  her.    It  may  increase  a  little 

were  not  bloody,  but  quite  clean  and  un-  for  a  day  or  two :  may  be  less  at  first,  and 

atainedy  except  one  little  round  spot  of  increase  in  an  hour  or  two.    It  might  be. 

din  on  one  of  them.  come  extremely  copious  and  troublesome. 

That  she  had  the  menses  on  her,  and  that,  ^  Re-examined. — Dancing  likely  to  in- 

too,  profusely  and  unexpectedly,  that  mom-  crease  it.   About  five  feet  four  inches  high : 

ing,  is  certain:  she  also  lost  a  great  quantity  robust,  fine  young  person.    An  unusual 

of  blood  in  consequence  of  the  defloration,  quantity  of  blood,  independently  of  the 

Now  it  is  very  remarkable  that  she  never  menses.'* 

t<ild  Hannah  Cox  the  state  she  was  in,  if  it  I  cannot  help  here  remarking,  consistent- 

were  only  in  respect  to  the  menstrual  dis-  ly  with  the  principles  and  rules  laid  down 

cliaige :  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  any  mo.  in  the  preceding  lecture,  that  there  are  some 

tive  for  concealing  it,  unless  in  c<mncxion  striking  faults  in  the  medico  legal  conduct 

with  other  points  to  be  concealed  also.  of  Mr.  Freer.    Upon  his  own  showing,  he 

Tht  medical  evidence. — I  shall  read  for  you  did  some  things  which,  I  should  say,  he 

the  medical  evidence  given  bv  BIr.  Freer^-  ought  not  to  have  done.     Why  did  he  re- 

taking  occasion  to  observe,  that  it  is  per-  serve  the  examination    for   another  day  ? 

fectly  authentic  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  The  alleged  rape  was  committed  early  in 

here  reported,  being,  in  fact,  the  judge's  the  morning  of  Tuesday ;   he  had  an  op. 

Dotes  of  what  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  portunity  of  making  a  personal  inspection 

witness.  on  the  Tuesday  evening :    yet  he  put  it  off 

**  Mr.  George  Freer,  examined : — '  till  Thursday !     Surely  this  was  not  the 

**  Is  a  surgeon  at  Birmingham  ;  went  on  way  to  go  to  work  in  order  to  detect 
Taesday  (27th]  to  the  coroner  at  Peon's  sexual  lesions.  He  also  allowed  the  body 
Mills.  Examined  the  body  at  night,  at  to  be  nndretsedy  apparently  without  direct- 
half-past  seven  o'clock.  I^ad  a  cursory  ing  any  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
lievr  of  the  body.  Being  night,  /  reserved  clothes ;  and  what  is  worse,  he  permitted 
lAs  examination  for  another  day.  I  observed  the  body  to  be  washed, — '*  they  j  ust  washed 
tibe  body  was  placed  in  a  very  dark  and  off  the  upper  surface," — without  noticing 
small  room :  it  was  removed  into  a  larger  the  many  appearances  which  possibly 
room.  During  the  time  of  its  being  re-  might  have  been  observed  in  an  early  exa- 
moved,  I  went  to  examine  the  pit.  When  mination  of  the  parts.  But  to  return  to 
I  retamed,  they  had  undreued  t(,  and  just  the  general  evidence. 

wmked  off  the  upper  eurface.  Between  the  General  evidence  resumed. — The  foot-marks 
thighs  and  the  lower  part  of  the  legs  was  in  the  harrowed  field,  and  in  the  clover 
a  great  deal  of  blood;  the  parts  of  genera-  field,  seemed  to  give  damning  proofs 
lion  were  lacerated,  and  a  quantity  of  against  the  prisoner.  But  at  what  time 
coagulated  blood  was  about  those  parts,  were  they  made,— before  or  after  the  par- 
it  «««  getting  darky  and  I  deferred  the  opening  ties  were  seen  at  the  stile  ?  Thornton  is 
eftheMytUl  Thursday  morning.  On  Thurs-  said  to  have  admitted  at  the  trial  that  the 
clay  morning  I  proceeded  to  open  the  body,  evidence  was  correct  respecting  the  foot- 
and  found  the  parts  of  generation  lace-  prints  of  the  running,  dodging,  &c.  (a.)  to. 
rated ;  some  coagulated  blood  about  them ;  wards  the  clover  field ;  but  he  denied  that  the 
and  she  had  the  menses  upon  her.  I  then  track  (b)  from  that  quarter  towards  the 
opened  the  stomach,  and  found  in  it  a  lower  gate  was  his  ;  and  it  is  worth 
portion  of  duckweed,  and  about  half  a  noticing,  that  the  print  beside  the  pit  was 

5intof  thin  fluid,  apparently  chiefly  water,  not  in  any  manner  shown  to  be  his :  his 

n  my  judgment  she  died  from  drowning,  left  shoe  was  not  compared  with  it,  evi- 

Two  lacerations  quite  fresh.    I  was  per-  dently  because    there  was  some  obvious 

fiectly  convinced  (that)  till  these  lacerations  dissimilarity.    And,  by  the  way,  concern- 

•be  was  a  virgin.    Some  coagulated  blood  ing  the  foot-marks  on  which  so  much 

adhered  to  them.     Saw  the  coagulated  stress  has  been  laid,  long  ere  the  requisite 

blood  on  tba  ground.    The  menses  do  not  comparisons  were  completed,  they  were  so 

pfadoM  aacli  blood  as  that.    The  coagn-  confounded  with  the  foot-prints  made  by 
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numeroas  Tisitors  who    came   upon  the  self-destruction.  Yet,  supposing  this  to  be 

ffround,  together  with  some  rain  which  the  ease,  in  consequence  of  some  snddm 

fell,  that  it  became  necessary  to  secure  the  fit  of  despondency  seizing  her  on  her  way 

identity  of  a  few  of  the  impressions,  by  home,  what  could  have  induoed  her  to 

boarding  them  over.  take  off  her  bonnet  and  shoes,  and  to 

I  shall  not  go  through  the  details  of  the  place  them  so  carefully  as  she  did  }     On 

alibi  set  up  by  the  prisoner.    Two  points  this  fact  it  is,  that  a  third,  and,  as  I  think, 

in  it,  however,  are  so  strong  as  to  be  almost  the  most  plausible  conjecture  as  to  the 

conclusive.    The  last  time  Mary  Asbford  manner  of  her  death,  is  grounded.    I  sball 

was  seen  by  any  of  the  witnesses  was  quote  the  words  of  an  intelligent   and 

about  twenty    minutes  past  four,  when  learned  gentlei9an(Mir.Holroyd,soa  of  the 

going  up  Bell-lane  alone ;   but  Thornton  presiding  judge)  who  wrote  the  most  clever 

was  seen  at  Holden's,  walking  home  lei-  pamphlet  which  appeared  on  the  sobject, 

surely,  and  Iw  no  means  heatra  or  hurried,  and  who  seems  to  have  first  suggested  this 

at  al>out  half-past  four.    Now  the  distance  mode  of  accounting  for  the  death  of  the  de- 

from  Mrs.  Butler's  (which  Mary  Ashford  ceased.    **  In  her  bundle  were  her  half 

left  at  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  past  four)  boots,  the  only  part  of  her  daily  dress  which 

to  the  pit,  is  one  mile,  two  furlongs,  and  she  had  not  resumed.    One  of  her  dancing 

thirty  eight  yards ;  and  the  distance  thence  shoes,  with  which  she  was  returning  booie 

to  Holden's,' by  the  shortest  possible  route,  upon  her  feet,  being  all  blood,  and  the 

is  two  miles  and  two  furlongs:  so  that  the  other  bloody,  who  can  say  whether, startled 

whole  distance  gone  first  by  ner,  and  after-  with  observing  as  she  walked,  that  blood 

wards  by  him  (after  the  supposed  murder)  upon  it  which  would  be  visible  to  peisoBS 

was  upwards  of  three  miles  and  a  half,  meeting  her  upon  the  road,  and  to  her  iib< 

Is  it  at  all  possible  that  these  three  miles  cle  upon  her  return  home,  she  might  not 

and  a  half  could  be  traversed — all  the  run-  have  put  down  her  bundle,  and  taken 

ning  and  dodging  have  taken  place— the  off  her  shoes  and  bonnet,  in  order  to  take 

violation,  the  murder  by  drowning,  and  out  and  put  on  her  half  boots  instead  of 

all  inclusive— within  ten,  or  at  the  very  ut-  her  bloody  shoes  ?    And  what  was  mors 

most  twenty  minutes,  making  every  allow-  probable  than  that  she  should  do  so  ?    If 

ance  for  inexactness  of  clocks  —  which  that  was  the  fact,  when  .the  ezhaostioB 

clocks,  however,  were,  in  the  course  of  and  fatigue  she  had  gone  through  in  her 

Tuesday,  carefully  compared  ?     Now  this  walk  to  Birmingham  and  back  again  (13 

is  the  difficulty  in  regard  to   the   alibif  or  13  miles)  the  day  before,  her  dimcing  at 

which  must  be  got  over  by  those  who  are  night,  her  want  of  sleep  and  rest  after, 

not  shaken  by  the  other  evidence.  wards,  the  circumstances  attending  the 

But  is  it  not  an  extraordinary  question  connexion  that  had  taken  place  between 

to  ask,  after  all  this,  and  asked  it  may  cer-  her  and  Thornton,  her  loss  of  blood,  and 

tainly  be  without  impropriety,  whether  want  of  nourishment,  for  none  was  on  her 

there  was  any  proof  of  mui^er  in  the  case  ?  stomach  when  her  body  was  opened,  what 

There  was  none  of  rape  :  what  was  there  is  more  probable  than  that  in  stooping  and 

of  murder  ?     It  does  not  seem  to    have  turning  to  take  out  her  half  boots  in  order 

been  proved  that  there  was  any  killing  to  put  them  on,  on  the  top  of  a  bank 

even  :  there  was,  therefore,  no  eorpui  delicti,  of  a  very  sloping  pit  side,  where  the  surface 

Yet,  though   there  was    no  evidence  of  of  the  water  was  as  much  as  four  yards 

either  murder  or  rape  having  been  com-  below  the  pit  bank,  she  should,  by  an  in- 

mitted  by  any  one,  Thornton  was  tried  advertent    step    backward  or   otherwise^ 

for  having  committed  both  !  slip  in,  or  turn  faint  and  giddy,  and  so 

Probable  cause  of  death. — It  will  always  tumble  in  ?" 
remain  a  curious    speculation,   how,    if        In  concluding  this  somewhat  detailed 

slie  were  not  murdered,  did  the  unfor-  account  of  so  remarkable  and  mysterious  a 

tunate  Mary    Ashford   perish  ?     Was  it  case,  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying,  that, 

by   suicide,   or  by  accident     Her  shoes  in  my  opinion,  the  acquittal  of  Thornton 

were  very  bloody :    they  must  have  been  was  right.    There  was  no  evidence  save 

so  when    she  put  them  on   again  after  of  the  defloration  and  death  of  the  girl ; 

changing  her  stockings  at  Mrs.  Butler's;  of  rape  and  murder  there  was  none,  ex- 

for  her  black  stockings  were  wholly  free  cept  what  was  of  the  most  loosely  cir* 

from    blood.      Those  shoes  were  placed  cumstantial  nature.    Thornton,  however, 

together  at  the  brink   of  the  pit   with  had  the  guilt  of  the   seduction  and  de- 

her  bonnet  and  bundle,  in  such  a  man-  floration,  and  no  doubt,  by  implication, 

ner  as  no  murderer  would  leave  them,  the    death    of  the  unfortunate   girl    to 

even  if  he  wished  it  to  be  c6nsidered  a  answer   for ;  and   if  there  be  'weight  in 

suicide,    for    their    bloody    appearance  the  indignation  of  an  insulted  nubile,  be 

must  necessarily  lead  to  further  inquiry,  has  long  ere  this  expiated  his  neavy  of- 

1'here  is  a  bare  possibility,   of  the  ver>'  fence.    He   was  hooted  from  the  society 

•lightest  description,  that  she  committed  of  his  fellow  men  in   this  countiy,  and 
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obliged  at  last^  I  understand,  to  take  dejecerunt  et  postea  corpns  exanime  in 

refuge  in  America.  fossam  juxta  viam  publicam  abripuenint. 

MargarH  Patttnott's  ca$e. — I  mentioned,  Et  plus  triduo,  id  est  dum   Gilmertoni 

in  the  last  lecture,  the  importance  of  ex-  commorata  est,  ac  etiam  usquednm  mora 

amining  the  persons  of  individuals  said  to  finem  fecit  miseriis,  fcemina  ha*cce  intra 

bare  b^n  violated,  with  a  Tiew  to  finding  abdomen  suum  habuit  lapides,  carbonem, 

imdiekt  ot  violence  and  cruelty;  which  are  stramentum,  gramen,  cum  spinis  ^uibus- 

sometimes  found  by  searching  the  cavities  dam,    scelestissimis    vehiculariis   inferta, 

—the  mouth,  for  instance  —  where  sub-  more  nefando,  per  os  thoracis  nexil is,  ut 

stances  may  have  been  introduced  in  order  jam  supcrius  dictum  est    Post  mortem, 

to  prevent  the  victim  from   calling  for  dissectione  corporis  facta,  omnia  hsec  in- 

lielp.     But  who  could  have  imagined  what  venta'aut  in  recto^aut  in  vagina ;  perineum 

was  discovert  in  the  body  of  an  unfortu-  ita  dilaceratum  ut  ex  vagina  et  recto  una 

nata  woman  who  was  brutally  ravished  tantum  canalis  facta,  quod  rarius  accidit, 

some  years  since  in  Scotland?     I  allude  etiam  in  parturitione  difficilima;  hsBmor- 

to  the  affair  of  the  Gilmerton  carriers,  who  rhagia  fere  continua,  qua  multus  sanguis 

violated  and  murdered  Margaret  Patterson,  effusus  et  indusium  penitus  totum  cruore 

io  the  year  1830.     The  details  of  the  tinctum ;   signa  violentisB  cniribus   im« 

crime  were  too  horrible  for  exposure  to  pressa ;  atque  omnia  intra  abdomen  in- 

tbe  public  eye.    At  the  trial,  the  proceed-  flammata." 

ings  were  conducted  with  closed  doors,  and  The  two  wretches  were  executed,   of 

DO  report  of  the  evidence  has  ever  been  course ;  but  it  is  only  the  punishment 

published,  or  perhaps  preserved.    What  which  some  of  the  old  feudal  governments, 

we  know  of   the    nature  of  the  <gime  most  skilful  in  torture,  would  have  inflict- 

oommitted  is  sufficiently  shocking.    The  ed,  which  could  have  been  adequate  to  the 

victim,  an   noprotected  female,  making  enormity  of  their  guilt. 
ber   way  on    foot   from    Edinburgh    to 

Dalkeith,  was  taken  into  their  cart,  by  stupra  contra  naturam. 

those   Tillaint,    under     the    pretence  of  Multum  mihi  animo  volventi  utrum, 

assisting   ber    on    her  journey.     There  cum  de  stupro  violento  dissererem,  pauca 

th^  violated  her  person  repeatedly,  and  quoque  de  vitio  isto  abominando  contra 

became  so  infuriated    with  their  wick-  naturam  adjicere  auderem,  ita  facere  tan- 

edneas  that  they  took  stones  from  the  road,  dem  visum  est   Nam  si  omnem  mentionem 

coal,  straw,   prickly    plants,    and    every  stupriistiusomitterem,sicmecumreputavi, 

thing  they  could  immediately  find,  and  hiatus  certe  insignis  in  hiscc  sermonibus 

forced  them  into  the  vagina.  *  When  she  foret ;  et  dein  censcndum,  si  apud  auctores 

fainted    and    sunk    under    her   tortures,  Germanos,  Italos,  et  Oallicos,  quorum  in 

tbey  threw  her  out  of  the  cart  into  a  ditch  patria   crimen    violats    naturas     leviter 

by   the  road-side,  where  she  was  found  tantum  vel  non  omnino  punitur,  attamen 

next  morning,  with  only  life  enough  re-  notatu  dignnm  habeatur,  quam  multo  for- 

maining  to  linger  out  three  days  of  agony ;  tiori  argumcnto  apud  nos,  quorum  legi- 

loekily,  however,  with  the  power  to  dis-  bus  hujuscriminisdamnatuseapitalipsena 

dose  the  names  of  her  murderers.     On  percutitur,  de  hac  re  ncfanda  verba  facere 

examining  the  body  after  death,  the  sub-  necesse  est      Idcirco    salvo  piidore,  sub 

stances  just  mentioned  were  found  in  the  umbra    doctioris  linguae,    wa^^aipftffBai 

vagina    and   rectum — for  both  passages  liccat. 

were  broken  down  into  one — the  perinsBum  Casta  severitas  majorum  vix  nomen  cri- 

being  dreadfully  lacerated.    All  the  abdo-  minibus  hujusce  generis  imposuit      Cum 

minal  viscera  were  in  a  high  state  of  in-  Langobardus  quidam   sceleris   istius  so- 

llammation.    I  subjoin  the  Ijatin  account  domiticiaccusatusesset(an.50,Edw.  III.), 

of  the  horrid  transaction,  as  it  was  given  crimen   ejus    **  peccatum  illud  horribile 

in   the  North  Briton  newspaper,   by   the  inter  Christianos  non  nominandum''  vo- 

Icamed  editor,  Dr.  Browne : —  cabatur.    Hodierni  tamen  baud  tam  deli- 

**  Quum  ii  scelestissimi  vehicular! i,om.  catis  auribus  vel  lingua  praediti  sunt 

nis  nequitisB  et  immanitatis  capaces,  Dia-  In  praelectione  penultima*  locus  statu  to- 

bolo    suadcnte,    foDininam,    semel    atque  rum  rccentium  [9  Geo.  IV.  c.  31]  laudatus 

iterom,  in  vehiculo  suo  constupravcrant,  est,  in  quo,  crimen  de  quo  agitur,proprioet 

atqne  ita  crimen  raptus  poena  capitali  pu-  nudo  nomine  appellatur.    Et  in  sectione 

aicndnm  admiserant,  procul  dubio  est,  ut  xv.  ejusdem  statuti  flagitium  abominabile 

in  vaginam  miserrimse  lapides   tres,  iis  cum  sua  poena  apertissime  denunciatur. 

similes  quibus  via  pnblica  strata  est,  car-  Quisquis  porro  post  annum  suum  deci- 

bonem,  stramentum,  gramen  cum  spinis  mum    quartum    scelus   hoc    commiserit 

^■Bmsdam,.  injecerunt,  osse  thoracis  nexi-  capitc     damnatus     erit,     et    suspendio 

lis,  at  fistuca,  utentes :  qn(»  facto,  raptores,    — 

ssMritia  gaudeutcs,  miserrimam  e  vehiculo  *  Vide  Lecture  X. .  p.  S'21 ,  cmie« 
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punietur ;   et  hoc,  quanquam   socius  in        Consiliom  idem  aactor  tunc  addit,  caate 

araplcxu  abominabili,  sine  vi  illata  con-  distingendum  esse,  pe  pro  ttapri  nefaiioris 

seusum    dederit.      Non   obstante  terrore  indiciis  morbi  Tenerii  effectos  samantur. 

legum,  baud  perraro  casas  istiusmodi  in  Namque  rhagades,  Temicae,  crista?,  ma- 

foro  audiuntur:  falso  Tel  vere  crimina  in-  riscie,  ficus,  m  errorem  facile  inexpertum 

di viduis  objiciuntur,  et  luminis  quod  medi.  perducere  possint. 

cina  pnobere  nonnunquam  potest  magis-        lllustris  ille  Parent-Duchatelet  nnper  et 

tratibus  opus  est.  nimis  cito  morte  prsereptus,  in  opere  too 

Stuprorum  nefandorum  plurima  genera  De  la  Prmtiiutionf  fidem  nimiam  aigno  isti 

Teccnsentur:    stuprum  videlicet  masculi-  a   Culleriero  monstrato  reponere    retat; 

num,  inter  marem  et  marem   patratum,  proptereaquod  nemo  medicomm  dispensa- 

nomine  vtuifpcuma  antiquis  bene  notum ;  torii  a  se  consultomm,  neqae  DD,  Jac 

stuprum  foeminarum  inter  se,  quod  DIt.  quemin  et  CoUineau,  ne  uno  quidem  ex- 

Paulus  in    £p.    ad   Rom.  rerbis    igneis  emplo  in  pluribus  casibns  abi  stopmrn 

denunciat  —  antiquioribus    pemotum   at  contra  naturam  in  faeminis  admisaom  fait, 

rpi/3a8iicTj    eurtKyttOy  recentioribus  autem.  istam  intestini  recti  conditionem  infandi- 

quam  faroiliariter,  Nuptias  Romanac,  Tel  buliformem  compertam  baboeranL 
FacetisB  Florentines,  nuncupatum  ;    dein        2.  De  Titio  fceminanim  quaa  Tribadom 

stuprum    cum    cadaTcribus,   sicut    inter  nomine  appellant,  Tix  qnestio  in  curiit 

Egyptios  baud  inusitatum   fuit,   nec»  si  oriri  potest,  nisi  cum  crimine  alio  sodas 

qoiDU8damcrcdatur,temporibuslongepraB.  istud  conjnnctum  sit.     M.  B.  Valentinas 

teritis  intentatum  in  aliis  locis;  et  dcnuo,  insignem  narrat  historiam  qoA  ''furaii 

hominum  (proh  pudor !)  cum  bestiis.    De  quid  fcemina  possit"  exemplo  memom- 

nno  altcroTe  borum  Titiorum,  qoanquam  bill  docemor:— ''Foemina  sexam  Tirilem 

durum  atque  molestum  de  Titiis  Tcrbum  diu  mentita  tandem  aliam  sibi  ooigogia 

facere  qua?  hominem  infVa  animantiacaB-  maritari,et,horrendamdlcta!  copnUiaoer- 

tera  deprimunt,  pauca  in  medium  afferre  dotali  jungi  curavit ;    cui    nt  tm  winm 

oportebit.  pnestaret,  membrum  Tirile  artifidale,  fd- 

1.  Quasnam  snnt  signa  qnibus  mascu-  moribus  et    inguini    alligando,    et   cam 

linum  stuprum  testatur?      In  judicando  amasia  sua  consnescendo  moliebrim  hajas 

caute  procedendum  est ;    namque  factaa  tantopere  exercnit,  nt  tandem  miaenime 

penetrationis  indicia  baud  facile  pro  certo  Tiolata  nefandum  facinus  conaangBineis 

attineri  queant.    Vel  recens  est  stuprum  primum,  et  abhinc   magistratui  pnblica 

Tel  vetustum;  Tel  semel,  aut  saltern  pau-  detegere  necessnm  babuerit"    Facinus  de 

cis  vicibus,  flagitium  admissum  est,  vel  in  ano  loquitur  Valentinus  Facultati  juri- 

consuetudinem    Tenit      Recentis  flagitii  aicaB  Giesseniae  relatum  est  anno  cifdur 

documenta,  ad  judicium  probabile  acce-  1721  ut  de  poena  consultum  catet;  naa 

dere  possunt.    Vetnsti  sccleris,  et  raro  pa-  rea  convicta  crimen  confessa  eat  et  p^ffnfl— 

trati,  nulla  signa  supererunt   Si  vetustum  tun  temporis  quo  Valentinus  scripait,  ex- 

et  consuetum,  possibile  est,  inspectione  par-  pectabat. 

tiom,  fidem  circumstantiis  aUter  cognitis         3.   Quandoque  consortii  camalis  com 

addere.  bestiis,  nempe  equabus,  Tacds,  canlbas, 

A udiamus  quid  dicit  celeb.  Orfila,  satis  sui bus,  gravis  suspicio  oritur.    In  talibas 

audacter,  nt  opinor,  hac  de  re  ex  catbredra  casibus  nefandis,  vix  fides  adhibenda  est, 

loquens : — *'  L*onTerture  du   rectum   pre-  nisi  complures  testes  asscTerent  se  flagi* 

sente  cbez  Ics  personnes  entachees  de  ce  tium  Tidisse.      Attamen  si  ex  inspectione 

Ticc  la  forme  a'un  entonnoir,  remarque  animalis  probamina  criminis  magistratus 

dne  k  fen  M.  Cullerier,  qui,  en  sa  qualite  de  coUigere  Tclint,  quaerant  Teterinarioa.  Ca- 

medecin  de  Phospice  des  T^neriens,  n*a  que  sum  brevem,  in  quo  per  indicia  super  oor- 

trop  souTcnt  eu  Poccasion  de  la  verifier,  pus  animale  Tisa  crimen  detegebatnr,  ad- 

Le  bourrclet  de  Panus  est  gros,  boursouffl^  jungere  liccat.    Albertus  Meckel  in  suo 

et  lache;  le  sphincter  secontracte  difficile-  Lehrbuch  rem  hisce  Tcrbis  narrat: — ^"Ein 

ment,  et  le  doigt  entre  sans  efibrL     II  est  junger  Hirt  missbraucbte  kiirzlich  eine 

Trai  que  cette  disposition  de  Panus  suppose  Kuh;  die  That  wurde  entdeckt,  well  die 

en  general  nn  certain  nombre  dMntroduc-  Oeschlechtstbeile  der  letztem  in  Entziin- 

tions ;  mais  la  disproportion  entre  le  mem-  dung  geriethen,  and  das  Thier  erkrankte. 

bre  Tiril  et  Porifice  pent  6tre  telle  que  la  Der    Grand    dieser    Erscheinungen    ]Mg 

forme  de  PouTcrturedu  rectum  soit  change,  jcdoch  keineswegs  in  der  mentula  cuss  Kna- 

m^me  par  suite  d'une  premiere  tentatiTe.  ben,  Tielmehr  duin.  dass  letzterer,  weil  er 

Des  hemorrhoides  considerables,  des  fis-  Schwangerwerden  aes  Thiers  befiirchtete, 

tales  profundcs,lerenversement,lesquirrhe,  dies  zu    Terhiiten,  einen    Stock    in    die 

et  memo  le  cancer  du  rectum ;   telles  sont  Oeshlecbtstheile  geschoben  hatte  I'*     De 

les  maladies  qui  peuTcnt  accablcr  les  per-  stupro    cujuscunque    generis,    hactenus : 

sonnes  qui  se  livrent  habituellement  k  la  tantum. 
aodomie.'' 


» 
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CLINIC  A  L  LE  CTURE ,  B"t  ^^^^  *«  another  form  of  the  disease, 

_  ,  ^  ,,  _  where,  instead  of  the  circulation  being  di- 

Ddtveredat  St,  George's  Honpital,  December  niinished,  it  is  greatly  increased. 

2>  1836,  This  man,  Wakd,  was  admitted  on  the 

Br  Dr.  Setmour.  1^^  September,  with  an  eruption  of  pur- 

^__  pura  about  the  arms  and  lower  extremi- 

ties,  coalescing  oyer  the  feet.    At  the  time 

PURPURA  HEMORRHAGICA.  l,e  wRs  admitted  his  mouth  was  affected 

I  PROMISED  to  speak  to  you  to-day  re-  by  mercury.     It  was  clear  that  he  had 

apecting  a  case  which  is  one  of  considera-  laboured  under  some  degree  of  dropsy  from 

DM    interest,   from   the    great    obscurity  enlargement  of  the  heart,  and  he  had  been 

which  exists  regarding  the  cause  of  the  put  upon  mercury  with  a  view  of  dimi- 

diaeaae.  nishing  some  inflammatory  action  which 

It  is  that  of  a  man  named  Ward,  who  was  supposed,  and  which  undoubtedly  did 

came  into  the  house  some  time  back,  la-  exist    When  he  was  admitted  the  first 

boariognnder  purpura  hsBmorrhagica.  He  thing  was  to  cure  his  mouth,  and  he  was 

went  out  apparently  well,  but  subsequently  then  put  on  mineral  acids.    Three  drops 

Tetnmed,  and  has  since  died.  of  carbonic  acid,  and  two  drops  of  nitric 

Now  what  is  purpura  haemorrhagica  ?  acid,  were  given  in  an  infusion  of  orange 

The  name  is  applied  to  an  ecchymosis,  or  peel,  two  or  three  times  a  day.    In  all  ex- 

an  cflttsion  of  fluid  under  the  cuticle.  This  travasations  of  blood,  the  acids  hare  been 

oecors  sometimes  in  very  large  spots  to-  considered  particularly  useful. 
wards  the  end  of  malignant  fever,  and  it        Some  persons  perceive  an  analogy  be- 

occnrs  likewise  without  any  fever  being  tween  this  disease  and  sea  scurry.    Sea 

present.    Sometimes  there  is  not  only  ef-  scurvy  is  attended  with  this  extravasation 

Ibslon  nnder  the  cuticle,  but  it  extends  of  blood;  but  there  is  extraordinary  weak- 

over  the  whole  surface,  and  to  a  number  ness  of  the  constitution,  the  gums  are 

of  the    mucous   membranes.     There    is  spongy,  the  teeth  fall  out,  the  bones  soften, 

bleeding  from  the  nose,   bleeding   from  the  muscles  also  become  soft,  and  under 

the  month— a  sort  of  exudation  of  blood  tlie  skin  are  effused  these  purpura  spots 

into  the  mouth,  the  stomach,  and  the  in-  upon  which  we  are  speaking.    Some  per- 

testines:    this  sometimes  occurs  without  sons  have  consequently  thought  that  the 

an  effusion  under  the  skin,  and  sometimes  purpura  seen  on  shore  must  arise  from  a 

with  it    Sometimes,  under  these  cireum-  similar  state  of  constitution ;  but  this  is 

atances,  rery  large  quantities  of  blood  are  quite  a  mistake.    There  is  in  the  majority 

passed  from  the  kidneys,  sometimes  from  of  cases,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  no  sort  of 

the  conjunctiva  of  the  eye,  and  from  the  analogy.    The  fact  is  quite  notorious,  that 

membrane  lining  the  ears.  since  the  taking  of  vegetable  acids  by  the 

It  is  observed  under  very  different  cir-  fleets  and  armies  abroad,  scurvy  has  been 

cumstances.    The  most  frequent  form  of  almost  entirely  unknown.      The  disease 

parpnra  is    accompanied   by  a    languid  used  to  carry  off  and  destroy  the  crews  of 

pulse,  and  there  is  a  great  tendency  all  over  whole  navies,  but  it  has  now  become  most 

the  body,  on  the  occurrence  of  any  acci-  rare  where  the  sailors  are  provided  with 

dent,  to  the  extravasation  of  fluid  from  the  fresh  lemon  juice — and  which  is  taken  out 

yessels:  this  would  appear  to  be  particu-  for  the  purpose— or  where  they  can  procure 

larly  the  case  in  the  last  stages  of  fever,  fresh  vegetables  of  any  sort.    The  vegeta- 

These  petechias,  yibices,  or  whatever  name  ble  acids  have  been  likewise  prescribed 

jou   choose   to  give  them,  arise  from  a  with  the  same  view  in  this  disease ;  but 

weakened  condition  of  the  circulation  in  inasmuch  as    these   affections  differ,  we 

the  capillary  vessels,  and,  as  we  may  well  cannot  expect  they  will  produce  the  same 

anppoae,  a  dissolyed  state  of  the  blood,  effects. 

The  blood  drawn  in  this  disease  does  not  The  mineral  acids  have  been  thought 
eoagolate  in  the  same  manner  as  under  useful,  as  giving  tone  to  the  circulating 
ordinary  circumstances;  it  does  not  sepa-  system,  while  at  the  same  time  they  puri- 
late.  iVhen  persons  die  from  these  hse-  fled  the  blood.  That  was  the  idea,  but  of 
BDorrhages,  they  often  expire  from  a  great  late  we  have  heard  that  this  is  all  wronff ; 
qnantity  of  blood  being  extravasated  upon  that  so  far  from  its  being  the  case,  it  is  the 
a  yital  oigan — the  lungs,  the  liver,  or  the  neutral  salts  which  are  to  act  on  the  blood, 
mrfaee  of  the  brain.  A  case  occurred  not  and  restore  it  from  a  black  to  a  florid  co- 
long  since  to  Dr.  Macleod  of  this  disease,  lour.  Till  the  experiments  on  scurvy 
in  which  after  death  a  clot  of  blood  was  haye  been  proved  to  be  fallacious,  we  shall 
found  in  the  brain.  Dr.  EUiotson  men-  hardly  fall  in  with  this  hypothetical  idea. 
tiona  one  or  two  cases  in  his  lectures.  When  I  was  physician  to  the  Hospital 
which  preyed  fatal  by  an  effusion  in  the  Ship,  I  saw  many  cases  of  scunry,  and  I 
bnun.  never  met  with  one  which  resisted  lh«  in- 
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fluence  of  vegetable  acids.    It  is  true  that  and  cupped,  but  not  to  tach  an  extent  as 

taking  fresh  meat,  or  taking  fresh  Tcgcta-  would  induce  you  to  repeat  the  operatin. 

bles  of  any  kind,  will  cure  the  disease,  and  The  coagulum  was  ?ery  firm,  there  was  a 

free  the  patient  from  the  state  of  body  in-  large  proportion  of  serum,  and  the  buff 

duced  by  being  kept  on  salt  proTision;  surface  was  very  much  lessened ;  nerertbe- 

but  it  is  quite  clear,  that  if  the  acids  act  less,   away   went   the  eruption;    it  was 

by  turning  the  bl(»ud  black,  and  the  neu-  hardly  possible  to  discover  it. 

tfal  salts  by  returning  it  to  its  florid  con-  This  was  on  the  23d;  the  parpnra  was 

dition,  the  quantity  of  acids  given  would  scarcely   visible,   and  some  dimcnlty  of 

not  cure  the  disease — the  disease  would  breathing  began  to  take  place ;  and  on  the 

not  get  well  under  them ;  on  the  contrary,  evening  of  the  34th  he  had  a  shivering  il, 

the  introduction  of  acids  into  the  system  which  was  followed  by  great  dyspnin, 

would  make  it  worse.    This,  however,  is  and  some  degree  of  indistinctness.    Tbt 

not  the  case.    If  it  is  a  problem  at  all,  it  breathing  was  somewhat  of  a  stertorous 

must  remain  so,  till  we  are  enabled  to  character,  but  at  the  same  time  not  seek 

prove  that  sea  scurvy  is  cured  in  some  ex-  that  people  are  generallv  subject  to  whea 

traordinary  manner  bv  alkaline  remedies  there  is  any  indication  of  increased  action, 

just  as  well  as  by  acids— an  experiment  I  believed  that  effusion  was  taking  placets 

which,  I  think,  is  not  likely  to  be  tried.  the  brain;  but  not  thinking  from  the  last 

Ward  took  this  medicine  some  days,  appearances  that  he  would  be  relieved  by 

and  the  eruption  decreased  remarkably,  more  bleeding,  I  ordered  a  blister  to  be'ap- 

and  his  mouth  was  now  well ;  and  argu-  plied  between  his  shoulders,  and  a  tnrpsa- 

ing  from  tbe  o]>inions  which  exist  on  the  tine  injection  to  be  given.   The  blister  rose 

nature  of  the  disease,  from  his  face  having  indifferently,  but  on  the  following  day  bs 

been  swelled,  from  the  white  appearance  was  better.    He  seemed  to  be  greatly  le- 

of  the  whole  body,  and  tbe  s)>ots  disap.  lieved  by  the  injection,  and  it  was  repMtod 

pearing,  instead  of  putting  the  acids  into  at  night,  though  without  avail ;  and  be 

an  infusion  of  orange  peel,  I  ordered  them  died  on  tbe.^th. 

to  be  put  into  a  decoction  of  bark,  with  a  He  was  examined  the  next  day,  and 
little  tincture  of  bark.  This  disagreed  many  of  you  were  present.  All  tiie'sjiiip- 
with  him ;  he  could  not  bear  this  quantity  toms  were  those  of  a  person  labooriaf 
of  stimulation,  and  I  was  obliged,  of  under  effusion  in  the  brain  ;  but  there  was 
course,  to  discontinue  the  bark ;  but  he  no  effusion  of  blood,  nor  was  there  extii- 
went  on  wiUi  the  acid;  and  finding  that  vasation  of  blood  in  any  part  of  tbe  body, 
the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  in-  neither  had  the  muscles  or  the  brain  men 
creased,  I  bleil  him,  and  the  blood  was  bloody  points  than  natural,  nor  was  dein- 
buffed  and  cupped.  I  bled  him  a  second  mination  of  blood  apparent  to  any  viscas. 
and  a  third  time,  and  the  blood  still  pre-  The  brain  was  firm  and  white,  and  tbs 
sentcd  the  same  appearances,  separating  fluid  poured  out  perfectly  clear  and  pella- 
into  the  ordinary  coagulum  which  occurs  cid;  not  at  all  stained  with  blood,  as  is 
in  inflamed  blood,  with  a  considerable  sometimes  the  case  under  these  circam- 
quantity  of  buff  on  the  surface.  This  is  a  stances.  The  heart  was  enlarged,  dilated, 
very  different  condition  to  that  of  the  and  flabby;  and  tbe  valves,  particalariy 
state  of  purpura,  in  which  the  vessels  pour  the  tricuspid  valve — ^which  is  very  nnooaii- 
out,  as  it  were,  a  fluid  perfectly  altered  in  mon — were  thickened  by  that  kind  of  de- 
its  composition.  posit  which,  when  it  exists  to  a  great 

On  the  22d,  a  very  slight  portion  indeed  extent,  renders  the  arteries  inelastic,  and 
of  the  eruption  remainetl ;  ho  had  gained  presents  some  obstruction  to  the  flow  of 
very  great  strength,  and  was  dismissed,  blood  fn)m  one  cavity  of  the  heart  to  ano> 
He  was  re-admitted  on  the  21st  Novem-  ther.  This  is  all  that  can  be  said  of  this 
her,  and  therefore  he  had  been  out  just  disease  as  to  the  particular  appearances, 
a  month,  during  which  time,  I  should  There  are  certain  circumstances  cob- 
mention,  it  appeared  he  had  been  taking  nected  with  purpura  which  I  shall  mea- 
bark.  It  would  appear  that  he  return-  tion,  because  they  occur  in  other  corn- 
ed with  the  eruption  more  conspicuous  plaints,  such  as  the  subsidence  of  the 
than  ever  all  over  the  thigh  and  leg;  eruption,  and  in  some  cases  internal  in- 
he  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  of  breath-  flammation.  I  was  much  struck  with  a 
ing ;  there  was  pain  of  the  head ;  and  case  which  occurred  some  yean  ago.  A 
the  pulse  was  hard  and  120.  There  man  applied  to  me  who  baa  a  large  spot 
was  now  a  considerable  diminution  of  of  purpura  in  the  face — ^not  a  nsvns  ma- 
urine;  so  that,  instead  of  putting  him  ternus,  but  a  regular  spot  of  purpura.  He 
on  the  acid  as  bef(»re,  I  ordered  him  a  was  put  on  mineral  acids,  as  usual,  and  I 
diuretic  draught  of  nitre,  and  kept  his  think  he  was  occasionally  bled.  By  this 
bowels  u|)cn.  He  was  bled  a^^aiu  to  twelve  treatment  the  spot  disappeared  in  a  few 
ounces,  and  tlie  blood  drawu  wa«  buffed  days,  but  a  violent  attack  of  inflammatioo 
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«f  the  plcQim  eame  on.  He  was  bled  re-  Tomitlng  of  blood  (Vom  the  stomach,  it 
peatedlT,  pat  on  mercury,  and  erentually  exercises  apparently  almost  a  specific  in- 
got well  of  the  pleuritie  attack.  Soon  af-  fluence.  I  have  seen  cases  where  two  or 
terwvib  the  pnrpnra  in  the  face  re-ap-  three  doses  cured  the  complaint  A  man 
pcmred;  he  was  again  put  on  mineral  was  brought  on  board  the  Hospital  Ship, 
acids  as  before ;  the  purpura  disappeared,  who  had  lost  a  large  onantity  of  blood  in 
wad  inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  cover-  this  way.  He  was  ordered  two  drachma 
ing  of  the  boweb  came  on,  from  which  he  of  oil  of  turpentine  and  two  drachms  of 
died.  As  loon  as  the  purpura  disappeared,  castor  oil  mixed  up  in  a  mucilage,  and 
tboK  symptoms  of  internal  affection  began  two  table-spoonsful  were  given  three  or 
to  take  place.  In  the  present  case  the  four  times  a  day.  In  two  or  three  days  no 
cAiskmof  blood  upon  Uie  extremities,  and  blood  made  its  appearance.  No  blood 
iatothe  cavities,  took  place  in  both  in-  was  ever  brought  up  again  from  the  sto- 
■tenees  connected  vrith  an  enlargeipeot  of  mach,  and  none  made  its  appearance  ex. 
the  heart;  so  that  as  soon  as  the  extremi-  cept  that  which  had  been  swallowed  and 
ties  of  the  capillary  vessels  ceased  to  pour  digested.  In  bleeding  from  the  intestinal 
out  this  quantity  of  blood,  they  began  to  canal,  a  portion  passes  downwards ;  it  nn- 
poar  ont  water.  The  same  thing  occurs  dergoes  a  certain  degree  of  the  process  of 
neqventlj  io  dropsy  from  enlargement  of  digestion;  and  is  exactly  like  soot.  Some 
the  iieart  Where  the  drops v  has  ceased,  people  call  this  melava,  because  they  want 
«tera  the  effusion  of  fluid  which  relieves  to  give  it  a  name.  It  is  a  blood  which  has 
the  circulation  no  longer  goes  on,  a  vessel  been  swallowed,  and  which  has  been  ope- 
raptures.  These  cases  are  of  constant  oc-  rated  upon  by  the  digestive  process.  This 
carrenoe.  There  is  a  woman  in  the  house  will  go  on  for  several  days  after  hsmor* 
at  this  instant,  who  has  laboured  under  rhage  to  any  extent  has  occurred  from  the 
dropsj:  there  was  no  longer  any  effusion  ;  intestinal  canal.  I  saw,  in  conjunction 
the  imrt  was  beating  over  a  considerable  with  Dr.  I^e,  an  artist  who  had  brought  up 
sorface,  and  in  three  or  four  days  she  had  blood,  and  who  had  been  treated  bv  calomel 
m  fit  from  effusion  into  the  brain.  She  was  and  other  medicines,  f>om  a  suspicion  that 
iaigely  Ued;  and  after  the  second  bleed-  it  arose  from  an  undue  secretion  of  the 
iag  she  came  ont  of  the  fit.  The  lower  liver.  I  was  shewn  half  a  wash-hand  basin 
exticmities  then  became  swollen ;  the  eel-  of  blood.  He  took  turpentine,  and  for 
hilar  membrane  filled  with  fluid ;  that  was  several  years  I  heard  no  mofe  of  the  case. 
fidlowed  bj  relief,  and  she  has  since  been  I^ast  year  he  had  another  attack  of  vomit- 
better.  But  when  the  vital  powers  cease  ing  of  blood;  ho  again  took  turpentine, 
to  make  the  dropsy,  which  is  the  relief  of  and  the  complaint  disappeared. 
the  symptoms,  then  great  fear  is  to  be  ap.  There  is  a  case  which  I  have  seen  within 
picfacnded  of  the  rupture  of  a  vessel.  two  or  three  streets  of  the  hospital,  where 

I  have  seen  similar  cases  to  the  one  be-  twice  within  six  months  the  patient  has 

Imps    as  in  young  persons,  and  I  have  vomited  blood,  and  in  both  instances,  upon 

known  them  recover.    A  boy  of  13  years  taking  oil  of  turpentine,  it  immediately 

of  age  came  under  my  care :  ne  was  taken  disappeared.    It  would  seem  that  in  intes- 

with    what  is  called  cramp  in  bathing,  tinal  hemorrhage,  whether  it  Arises  from 

Some  time  after  he  was  covered  with  spots  a  breach  of  the  surface  or  an  exudation 

of  porpnra,  some  of  which  were  very  large,  from  the  vessels,  the  oil  of  turpentine  has 

ana  the  heart  was  beating  violently.    I  a  considerable  influence  in  stopping  it    I 

treated  him  as  I  should  a  case  of  inflam-  do  not  know  that  here  we  have  an  evi- 

matory  action  of  the  heart ;  the  inflamma-  dence  of  its  stopping  purpura  because  that 

tion  was  removed,  and  he  got  perfectly  disappeared,  but  I  made  choice  of  a  sti- 

welL  mulating  glyster  from  its  being  so  useful. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  giving  the  rather  than  any  other  under  the  effusion 

tarpentine  injection.     One  is,  that  it  is  into  the  brain  which  had  taken  place.  It  is 

ezraedingly  usefbl  in  cases  of  serous  apo-  ouite  certain  that  this  man  laboured  un- 

pleay  in    making  a  determination  to  a  aer  organic  disease  of  the  heart.    So  long 

distance.    Stimulating  injections  are  some-  as  the  dropsy  occurred  in  the  first  instance 

tines  peculiarly  useful  under  such  cir-  he  was  relieved  by  it;    when  the  dropsy 

cnmstmnces ;  but  in  reference  to  this  par-  disappeared,  this  purpura  came  out ;   and 

tiealar  instance,  turpentine  is  considered  when  the  purpura  was  cured  by  remedies, 

more  especially  useful  where  there  is  a  serous  effusion  took  place  into  the  ca?ities 

tmnsiidation  of  blood  from  the  vessels,—  of  the  body.    This  is  the  only  explanation 

where  it  escapes  in  small  quantities,  as  we  I  can  give' of  this  case,  though  it  df»es  not 

ace  here;  or  in  lai)^  haemorrhages,  par-  explain  all  the  phenomena  which  occurred. 

ticalarty  from  the  intestinal  canal,  there  There  are  ca«es  in  which  the  capillary 

is  ao  remedy  so  useful  as  the  oil  of  tur-  vessels  pour  out  fluid  instead  of  blood,  de- 

peatine.      hi  the  case  of  hnmatemesis,  jiendcnt  upon  a  diseased  condition  of  the 
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heart)  and  which  are  mnch  reliered  by  the  lectecU  Yon  will  find  fereral  csfet  oa  n> 
secretion.  The  effusion  from  the  capillary  cord,  of  this  disease  oonnected  with  pv« 
vessels  induces  what  is  called  dropnff  and  pura,  where  it  was  foond  that  the  mass  sC 
most  generally  in  the  cellular  menibrane.  vessels  constituting  the  spleen  were  ia  a 
But  with  regard  to  purpura,  the  circum-  state  of  decomposition.  Some  person 
stances  are  much  more  difficult  to  be  ex-  suppose  that  the  two  facts  majr  be  ex- 
plained, nected,  but  the  intermediate  chain  of  iMh 
Where  purpura  accompanies  the  last  soning  no  one  can  supply.  When  thedis- 
stagcs  of  fe?er,  stimulants  are  applied,  ease  is  attended  with  a  low  condition  sf 
and  opium  and  camphor  are  the  best  the  system,  it  is  supposed  by  some  to  ariss 
combination  with  which  I  am  acquaint-  from  a  weakness  of  the  arteriei,  ani 
ed  for  such  purpose,  together  with  others  believe  it  to  arise  from  an  alti^ 
wine.  I  remember  seeing  a  case  of  ration  in  the  composition  of  the  blosd 
petectual  fever  in  a  whole  family.  Two  itself.  One  does  not  exactly  see  how  tUi 
out  of  three  of  the  patients  owed  their  should  cause  the  exudation  of  blood  oa 
lives  to  the  stimulus  of  opium,  camphor,  the  surface.  A  third  idea  is,  that  it  if 
and  wine.    It  is  rare  that  you  will  see  connected,  somehow  or  other,  with 


such  cases,  but  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  ease  of  the  spleen.    No  one  knows  whatis 

keep  the  patient  from  sinking.    The  same  the  use  of  the  spleen.     It  is  a  congeries  of 

thing  no  doubt  occurs  in  ordinary  cases,  blood-vessels,  largely  supplied  from  troaks 

The  state  is  one  of  a  great  diminution  of  of  arteries,    and   may  be  removed  witk 

the  powers  throughout  the  svstem,  and  the  impunity  from  the  boilies  of  aninuds.    It 

vessels  not  only  pour  out  tliis  fluid  from  has  been  the  fniitful  source  of  a  grstt 

the  mucous  membranes  of  the  body,  but  number  of  theories,  even  down  to  oar  ova 

likewise  into  the  vital  organs  of  the  body ;  times.    Sir  £?erard  Home  suggested  that 

and  it  would  appear  that  most  frequently  the  spleen  was  the  organ  through  which 

this  vlscus  is  the  brain.  substances   passed    into    the    cireolatiea 

There    is    a   predisposition  which  we  withoutgoingthrough  the  digestive  oigaUi 

know  nothing  about,  which  is  termed  the  lymphatics,  and  thoracic  duct;  and  this 

htmorrhagic  diathesis.    Certain  people  are  accounted  for  diuretic   substances  being 

constitutionally  more  disposed    to  bleed  found  in  the  urine  so  soon  after  they  woe 

than  others.    Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  relates  swallowed ;  but  he  did  not  make  oat  bis 

a  case  of  father  and  son,  both  of  whom  case.      Descartes,  I  think    (at  any  nle, 

died  from  the  extraction  of  a  tooth.  Some  some  philosopher),  thought  that  its  objeet 

persons  are  ver}'  liable  to  a  bleeding  from  was  to  keep  the  rest  of  the   organs  U 

the  nose  in  a  most  alarming  degree.    In  body  safely  packed.    Of  late  years,  na 

some  cases  purpura  is  present;    and  in  have  been  told  that  it  is  the  means  by 

some,  hsBmorrhage  exists  without  purpura,  which  warmth  is  preserved  in  the  bodj 

either  from  the  nose,  the  mouth,  or  the  in  hybemating  animals;  that  it  is  a  sort  of 

urinary  organs;   and  sometimes  purpura  human  warming-pan.    The  fact  is,  that  no 

precedes  the  attack.    It  must  be  looked  philosophical  explanation   has  yet  beea 

upon  as  the  same  disease.  given  of  its  object.  That  it  is  a  congeries  of 

Where  fluid  is  effused  under  the  cuticle,  blood-vessels  there  can  be  no  doubt,  which, 

and  haemorrhage  takes  place  in  great  abun.  during  the  period  of  digestion,  are  mors 

dance  from  some  of  the  mucous  mem-  turgid  than  at  other  times;  and  some  sap* 

branes,  some  authors  have  attributed  this  pose  that  it  is  provided  with  superabon- 

form  of  the  disease  to  the  spleen.    Many  dant  blood,  as  a  reservoi r  during  tne  period 

years  ago,  I  saw  a  boy,  twelve  years  of  age,  of  digestion.    It  is  quite  certain,  tnat  ia 

who  laboured  under  epistaxis,  accompa-  some  of  the  cases  of  which  we  have  beea 

nicd  with  purple  spots :  the  bleeding  from  speaking,  the  spleen  has  been  found  in  a  rs- 

the  nose  occurred  to  a  great  degree.    He  markably  unhealthy  condition,  and  even 

was  bled,  purged,  and  saline   aperients  allowing  that  it  is  of  no  use  in  the  ordi- 

were  exhibited ;  and  he  got  better,  and  nary  state  of  the  body,  in  a  diseased  state 

remained  so  for  some  time.    The  epistaxis  it  most  be  a  very  disagreeable  addition  to  it. 
then  returned,  and  nothing  stopped  it —        I  should  state  that  I  have  seen  persons 

neither  bleeding,  ice,  nor  plugging  the  nos-  recover,  in  a  condition  very  similar  to  that 

trils.     The  patient  blea  to  death,   and  which  existed  here,  in  which  the  blood  has 

even  in  his  last  moments  blood  squeezed  been  inflamed,  and  the  action  of  the  heart 

out  of  the  nostrils.    On  opening  the  body,  and  arteries  has  l>Mn  very  great.      So  I 

no  membrane  was  found  to  have  given  have  seen  persons  recover  who  have  been 

way ;  the  Schneiderian  membrane    was  treated,  in  an  opposite  condition  of  the 

more  vascular  than  usual,  as  if  the  pa-  system,  by  stimulating  remedie.*.    I  went, 

tient  had  had  a  severe  cold,  but  that  was  some  years  ago,  with  Dr.  Locock,  to  see  a 

all.     The  spleen,   however,  was   three-  woman,  advanced  in  pregnancy,  who  had 

fourths  decomposed;  it  could  not  be  col-  met  with  a  fright,  and  jKxm  afterwards 
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jranee  of  purpura  took  place  over  are  of  very  great  importance.  I  will, 
,  She  was  in  a  Tcry  low  state,  however,  state  what  they  are. 
sis  were  freely  opened,  and  a  feel-  There  is  one  which  is  something  similar 
exists,  among  some  physicians,  to  those  of  which  we  have  been  recently 
ated  purging  will  cure  the  com-  speaking— a  case  of  gout  It  is  in  a  man 
[  have  -seen  it  tried  in  two  or  named  Graves,  in  King's  ward,  who 
stances,  but  ne?er  with  success,  complains  of  pain  in  the  knees,  attacking 
t  see  how  repeated  purging  can  him  sometimes  with  so  much  violence  as 
n  curing  such  a  disease.  In  the  to  cause  him  to  fall  down.  In  addition  to 
ncc,  where  there  is  some  inflam-  this,  he  had  pain  at  the  scrobiculis  cordis, 
letion  going  on,  it  might  be  use-  and  the  region  of  the  stomach.  His  urine 
how  it  is  to  operate  upon  this  con-  was  scanty  and  high  coloured,  and  there 
which  blood  is  exuding  from  every  was  pain  in  passing  it.  The  bowels  were 
rarfiice,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  deter-  conBned.  It  would  appear  that  this  dis- 
ft  saw  the  woman  again  the  next    ease  had  sometimes  come  on  very  severely, 

the  appeared  to  be  dying.  The  and  lasted  some  time,  and  then  there  was 
I  hardly  to  be  felt,  anil  it  became  a  perfect  return  to  ease.  Not  knowing 
'  that  she  should  be  stimulated,  much  better  what  to  do  with  him,  I  open- 
then  of  opinion  that  she  should  ed  his  bowels,  and  put  him  upon  small 
k ;  however,  bark  was  not  to  be  doses  of  colchicum,  the  same  as  the  other 
sdiately,  it  requires  some  time  to  cases, 
iecoction,  and  we  therefore  went  rheumatism. 

list's;  and  the  draught  which  was        A  case  of  rheumatism  was  also  admitted 
remember  was  this : — Six  grains    affecting  the  hands,  and  which  was  re- 
rbonate  of  ammonia,  one  drachm     lieved  by  warmUi. 
1  of  sulphuric  aether,  and  two        One  of  those  very  bad  cases,  in  which 

of  compound  tincture  of  bark,  the  patient  was  so  frequently  ordered  to  be 
igs  back  to  my  remembrance  that     bled,  and  according  to  the  treatment  which 

the  tincture  because  there  was  I  laid  down  at  the  commencement  of  the 
>  to  procure  the  decoction  of  course,  was  put  upon  guaiacum  mixture 
ind  this  was  gii^en,  in  camphor    and  a  grain  of  opium  at  bed  time,    I 

every  two   or   three  hours.     I    am  happy  to  tell  you,  is  going  on  as  well 
ray   with    little    hope  of  seeing    as  possible. 
in,  but    the   next  day    she  was        The  man  Allen,  where  the  secretion  of 

She  ultimately  got  well,  and  acid  was  so  great,  has  entirely  recovered. 
:he  child  (which  is  very  remarka-  He  appeared  to  me,  after  the  blood-letting, 
'ull  time.  This  is  one  of  the  cases  to  derive  more  benefit  from  guaiacum  than 
li  stimulation  is  not  only  neces-     any  other  remedy. 

no  doubt  saved  the  patient's  life. 

nd,  when  I  am  called  to  a  case  of  scarlatina. 

,and  find  the  patient  low,  I  am  in  In  the  case  of  scarlatina  there  is  a  little 
t  of  giving  the  turpentine  mixture    puffiness  about  the  ankles,  showing  what 

four  times;  and  if  there  be  great    would  have  been  the  case  if  we  had  not 
ID  of  spirit<i,  ammonia  at  the  same    bled  him,  so  as  to  prevent  the  coming  on 
f  the  case  is  of  a  more  chronic    of  anasarca, 
e  treatment  then  is  by  mineral 

nb  vegetables,  and  supporting  the  pericarditis  sfpervenino  on  rbbuma- 
:  in  ordinary  cases  this  will  ge-  tism— laryngitis  TRACHrrii. 

succeed.  There  is  a  specimen  on  the  table,  which 

ase  which  we  have  just  considered  has  been  kindly  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Macleod, 
arkable,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  that  those  gentlemen  may  have  an  oppor- 
It  of  the  ordinary  occurrences.  It  tunity  of  examining  it  who  were  not  at 
ended  with  considerable  action  of    the  autopsy. 

t  and  arteries,  and  got  worse  under  This  man  laboured  for  some  period  of 
uence  of  bark,  or  any  permanent  his  life  under  rheumatic  pericarditis.  Yon 
u  If,  under  other  circumstances,  may  see  the  old  layers  of  lymph  thrown 
id  been  poured  out  instead  of  out  on  the  pericardium.  He  did  not  die 
le  circulation  would  have  been  re-  of  this  disease,  but  of  inflammation  of  the 
irsome  time  firom  this  state,  which  larynx  and  trachea.  There  is  extensive 
bave  constituted  dropsy ;  and,  in    inflammation  going  into  the  state  of  nloe- 

dld  labour  under  this  for  some    ration  at  the  upper  part  of  the  windpipe. 

It  extends  throughout  the  whole  of  the 

GOUT.  bronchial  tubes.    You  may  see  the  notes  in 

il  cMe«  were  admitted  on  Wednes-    I>r-   Macleod's  book,  and  compare    the 

bat  unfortunately  not  any  of  them    symptoms  with  the  present  appearances. 
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ON  THE  ccption  witb  tumora  danf^enrndr  A- 

INDUCTION  OF  PREMATURE   LA-  structing  labour.      A   perusal  of  Mr. 

n^^TTD  iMT>ni.'rvAisir'Y  Hewlett's  case,  m  the  serenteentfa ?». 

BOUR  IN  PREGNANCY  j^^^  ^^  ^j^^  Medico-Chirurpcal  Trm. 

COMPLICATED  WITH  TtMoa.  actioDs,  of  seversl  of  Dr. Mcrriman, M* 

of  my  own  (Ncis.  1 ,  2,  and  6),  will  satk* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  factorily  esUblisb  tbe  malignancj  tf 

^^^  tbe  ^wtbs  tbemselFCS.    I  migbt  ei- 

I  SHALL  be  obliged  bj  tbe  insertion,  in  large  bcrc ;  but  sufficient  testimony  hv 

tbe  next  numbtT  of  tbe  (i  azette,  of  the  been  perhaps  adduced,  to  neutraliM  u 

accompanying  observations.  opinion  of  Mr.  Inglcby,     that  the  coid. 

I  am  sir  cidence  of  conception  with  a  diseaK  w 

Your  obedient  servant,  the  uterus,  already  malignant,  is  a- 

Samuel  AsHWELL,M.D.  ceedinglv  rare." 

Obstetric  Lectarer  and  PbTticion  to  If  by  the  term  "  already  malignant, 

Guy*s  Hunpitai.  {i  }ye  meant  that  the  growths  in  the  ao- 

Not.  30. 1836.  impregnated  state  are  fibroua,  indoleBt, 

Mr.  In^lcb^,  tbe  experienced  teacher  and  harmless,    and   that    their  sabie- 

of  midwifery  in  tbe  Birmingham  School,  quently  dcTcloped  malignancy  is  tk 

has  recently  published  an  able  and  in-  result  of  the  vascular  and  nerroof  ex- 

tcresting  work  on  Obstetric  Medicine,  citcment  of  pregnancy,  then  a  straBgn 

In  one  part  of  it  there  arc  strictures  on  confirmation  of  tbe  correctneia  of  bj 

a  naper  of  mine,  in  tbe  second  number  pathology  of  these  enlargements  oooM 

or  the  Guy  *s  Hospital  lleports.  urging  n(»t  be  obtained;  and  itaucb  be  Mr. 

tbe  '*  induction  of  premature  labour  in  Ingleby's  opinion,  he  must  acoirinceia 

certain  cases  of  orcgnancy  coniplicatod  tlie  propriety  and  advantage  or  an  eariy 

witb  tumor ;"  and  against  tbe  new  prin-  termination  of  the  graviu  atate,  as  its 

ciulcs  and  practice  there  recommended,  continuance  must  induce  increased  and 

Air.  Iiigleby  takes  large  exceptions.  almost  uennanent  morbid  activity  of  the 

The  views  contained  in  tJiat  pa])er  diseased  growths, 

are  few  and  simple,  and  tbe  treatment  Again,  Mr.  Ingleby  **  having  donbCed 

rests  on  facts,  and  is  entirely  safe.     If  I  the  accuracy  of  my  views,"  (a  poin^  1 

did  not  regard  the  induction  of  prenia-  trust,  which'  my  present  communicatMB 

ture  labour  as  a  most  valuable  addition  may  solve,)  **  tliinks  it  questionable  whe- 

to  our  remedial  management  of  these  ther  the  instances  already  adduced,  vii. 

unfortunate  comulicatioiis,  I  would  not  those  of  Dr.  Merriman,  Mr.  HewklL 

occupy  Tour  valuable  pages  by  a  sin-  numerous  others,  and  my  own,  aftll 

gle  word  in  its  defence.  sufficient  data  to  establish,  as  a  genml 

While,  however,  1  thank  Mr.  Inglcby  principle,  tbe  adoption  of  the  new  pea- 

f<»r  tbe  interest  be  has  displaye<l  in  tbe  sure  in  similar  cases." 

subject,  as  I  am  convinced  be  is  in  error  Now  it  must  be  remembend,  that  I 

about  it  I  am  bound  by  my  estimation  pmpose  to  evade  tbe  dangen  of  inflam- 

of  the  importance  of  tbe  practice  to  cor-  mation  of  tbe  pelvic  tissues  and  perito- 

n^t  miscfinception,  and  to  shew  the  ge-  neum,  and  of  tbe  still  more  haiardoni 

neral  accuracy' of  tbe  paper.  evils  of  unhealthy  sofleniug,  suppara- 

Pregnancy,  whatever  may  be  said  to  tion,  and  ulceration,  of  the  tumonuen- 

tbe  contrary  by  Mr.  Inglcby,  is  not  un-  selves,  by  the  simple  and  safe  expedient 

frequently  complicated  with  malignant  of  premature  labour, — a  practice  acci- 

tumors  of  tbe  uterus  itself,  of  tbe  ovary,  dentally  suggested  to  me,  and  enforrrd 

and  witb  tbose  of  a  purely  adventitious  on  reflection,  by  the  fact  that  dealb  had 

character,  growing  eitbcr  from  the  ab-  frequently  occurred    where  pregnancy 

domiual  or  pelvic  cavities,  and  giving  was   so  complicatetl,    under    iIm    best 

rise  in  labour  to  difficulties  of  the  worst  known  treatment,  exclusively  of  prena- 

kind.  ture  labour  artificially  induced.    Nine 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  con-  out  of  the  eighteen  cases  which  fell 

firm  these  statements  by  extended  re-  under  the  notice  of  Dr.  Merriman,  tcr- 

ference ;  but  I  may  mention  the  eigh-  minatcd   fatally ;    Mr.   Hewlett's  caK 

teen  cases  of  Dr.  Merriman,  numerous  was  equally  unsuccessful ;  and  three  of 

others,  and  my  own,  as  rlcnrly  ])riiving  my  own  patients  fell  victims  to  gan- 

the  not  uncommon  coincidence  of  con-  grenous  inflammation  of  the   tumors, 
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produced  hy  their  contusion  during  the  one  that  the  proceedure  to  be  adopted  in 

parturient  process.    Worse  results  could  these  unfortunate  complications,  at  the 

not    hare  followed  premature  labour;  time  of  labour,  is  bj  no  means  clearly  de> 

and  I  feel  confident  that,  had  it  been  fined.     If  the  opposing  growth  can  be 

induced,  several  lives  would  have  been  pushed  above  the  brim,  the  parturient 

saved.      Mr.   Ingleby  would    inquire,  difficulty  is  at  an  end  ;  but  if  it  cannot  be 

whether  there  was  not  sufficient  mischief  so  raised,  although  puncture  of  the  morbid 

done  to  the  uterus  in  these  cases  to  in-  structure  is  the  best  remedy  for  tumors 

sure  a  fatal  event P    Certainly  not:  in  with  fluid  contents,  it  will  avail  little  in 

most  of  the  cases  mentioned  by  Dr.  Mer-  the  management  of  solid  and  very  hard 

riman  there  is  no  allusion  to  the  condi-  growths.    Extirpation  by  the  knife  may 

lien  of  this  viscus;  and  when  there  is,  he  thought  of,  but  the  connexions  of  the 

it  is  stated,  with  one  exception  only,  to  tumor,  the  shock  of  the  operation,  the 

bare  been  healthy.    In  Mr.  Hewlett's  probable  hiemorrhage,  ana  the  subse- 

and  my  own  examples,  the  womb  was  quent  inflammation,  are  events  too  cer- 

iree  Irom  inflammation.    I  believe  these  tain  and  too  hazardous  to  allow  of  a 

patients  to  have  been  destroyed,  as  others  favourable  prognosis. 
will  be,  where  premature  labour  is  not        These  remarks  are  strictly  applicable 

practised,  by  morbid    and    malignant  to  morbid  enlargements  opposing  the 

cfaanfpes    in    the     tumors    themselves :  descent  of  the    child ;    but    they    are 

collapse  and  final  sinking  having  been  equally  pertinent  to  hard  and  malignant 

induced,  much  in  the  same  way  as  af^er  tumors  of  the  uterus  itself,  and  to  ovarian 

pressnie  and  strangulation  of  an  intcs-  and  other  growths,  of  such  magnitude 

tine,  or  after  contusion  of  the  soft  parts  and  firmness  of  attachment  as  to  pre- 

in  diflicult  labour,  where  an  inspection  elude  the  possibility  (vide  Mr.  Hewlett's 

after  death  commonly  brings  into  view  and  my  own  cases)  of  their  being  lodged 

intense    inflammation,    and  sometimes  in   the  abdominal  and  pelvic  cavities, 

pmgprene  and  disintegration.  together  with  the  gravid  womb,  without 

A  valuable  corroboration  of  the  pa-  excitement,    pressure,    and    contusion. 

tihology  of  the  practice,  is  furnished  by  This  observation  is  especially  true  where 

the  marked  success  attendant  on  punc-  pregnancy  is  complicated  with  one  or 

taring    the    tumors,  especially    where  more  hard  tumors    imbedded    in    the 

their  contents  were  fluid,  or  considerably  uterine  parietes.     If  the  induction  of 

viscid  ;  and  in  one  or  two  instances,  premature  labour  were  dangerous  to  the 

where ^  blood    only    escaped.     By  this  mother — if  it  increased  her  risk  at  the 

operation   the  bulk  and  tension  of  the  time,  or  if  afterwards  it  placed  her  in  a 

tmnor  is  diminished,   and  the  double  worse  position  than  she  nad  previously 

purpose  is  accomplished  of  a  partial  re-  occupied  —  Mr.   Inglcby's    sentiments 

moval  of  the  obstacle  hindering  partu-  would  carry  great  weight.     It  is,  how- 

rition,  as  well  as  a  preservation  of  the  ever,  satisfactory  to  know  that  none  of 

growth  from  that  severe  pressure  and  these  evils  are  the  effect  of  premature 

contusion  which  may  lead  to   rupture  labour  artificially  induced.     Dr.  Hamil- 

of  itB  parietes,  inflammation  or    gan-  ton,  of  Edinburgh,  my  friend  Dr.  F.  H. 

grene  of  its  substance.  Ramsbotham,  and  many  others,  have 

The  six  cases  published  bv  Mr.  Park,  frequently  resorted  to  the  practice,  witb- 

of  Liverpool,  in  the  second  volume  of  out  the  slightest  bad  consequence.     My 

the   Meaico-ChirurjB^ical    Transactions,  own  testimony,   from   a    rather    large 

are  equally  in  point.    Puncturing  the  number  of  cases,  is  equally  favourable. 
tumors  was  the  most  successful  of  all        I  think,  therefore,  I  may  regard  as 

the  measures  adopted,  and  it  is  worthy  proved,  that  great  ad  van  ta<re  will  accrue 

of  observation,  that  the  only  fatal  ter-  from  this  method,  where  the  tumor  can- 

nination  occurred  in  a  case  where  the  not  be  raised  above  the  brim — where  it 

tumor,    occupy injg     the    recto- vaginal  is  situated  in  the  abdomen,  and  is  of 

septum,  was  subjected  to  the  pressure  such  size  as  to  restrain  the  development 

and  contusion  of  the  fcetal  cranium  for  of  the  uterus  without  painful  pressure 

three  days.    Delivery  was  eventually  and  contusion,  or  when  the  growths  are 

aeeomplished  by  the  natural  efforts,  and  in  the  uterus  itself. 
the  patient  died  in  twenty-four  hours,        Mr.  Ingleby,  at  the  end  of  his  candid 

from  vomiting  and  constipation.  and  intelligent  critique,  admits  *'  that 

A  pemsal  of  all  that  has  hitherto  been  an  emergency  may  arise,  justifying  the 

written  on  the  subject,  will  satisfy  any  measure;  but,  again, he  doubts  whether 


400  MR.  Lonsdale's  observations  on  the 

Dr.  Ashwell  has  sufficiently  restricted  has  advanced ;  T  shall  then  make  a  inr 

and  defined  the  principle  which  he  ad-  remarks  opon  these  musdes  and  neim 

▼ocates.''  generally,  and  offer  what  appeaia  to  m 

I  am  pleased   that  Mr.   Ing^lcbj,  in  a  likely  explanation  of  the  complexity 

his  five  divisions  of  appended   cautions  that  exists  m  their  mode  of  distnlnrtiBt 

and  conditions,  has  included  all  and  and  in  their  function, 

nothing  more  than  what  my  own  paper  Mr.  Walker^s  explanation  does  net 

contains.    To  this  part  of  my  essay  I  appear  satisfactory  to   me^  for,  in  the 

be^the  attention  of  your  readers,  as  this  first  place,  I  do  not  consider  that  the 

paper  is  too  long*  to  permit  their  being  action  of  the  superior  oblique  of  the  OM 

annexed  to  it.  eye  can  be  in  accordance  with  the  ex> 

tcrnal  rectus  of  the  other  (even  allowinf 
the   former  muscle  to  turn  the  eje  in- 
wards) ;   for  the  external  rectos,  actiag 
OBSERVATIONS  alonc,  can  pull  the  eye  in  one  directioa 
ov  THB  only,  which  is  horizontally  ootwardf, 

FTINPTTONS    OF    THF     MTJSCrFS  while  the  superior  oblique  rotates  the 

FUNCTTOWij    Ot     THb     MUSjCLLS  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^is;    and  supposing  it  to 

AND  NERVES  or  the  EYEBALL.  turn  it  inwards,  must  at  the  same  time 

By  Edward  F.  Lonsdale,  *»"^  i'  downwards :   so  that  the  axnoT 

Demonstrator  of  An.tomy  at  the  Middlesex  J*'^  ^^^  *^?«*  ^«VT^  T'^P?      /iL  -^ 

Hospital  School.  two  muscles  act  tof^etber,  for  tbe  om 

will  be  turned  on  its  vertical  axis,  and 

the  other  on  its  horizontal.     At  first 
In  the  number  of  the  Medical  Gazette  sight,  then,  this  view  of  their  actioo 
for  September  the  24th,  will  be  found  a  must  appear  incorrect, 
paper  from  Mr.  Walker,  of  Manchester,  Mr.  Walker  also  states,  that  it  b  on 
on  the  Functions  of  the  Muscles  of  the  account  of  this  lateral  motion  of  the  two 
Eye-  Ball,  in  which  he  oflfors  a  very  in-  eyes  in  one  direction,  that  we  find  this 
genious  explanation  of  the  action  of  the  complexity  of  the  muscles  and  nerrei 
superior  oblique,  by  making  it  act  in  distributed  to  them;   and  that  if  it  bad 
combination  with  the  external  rectus  of  not  existed,  there  would  have  been  no 
tlic  opposite  eye,  by  which  the  parallel  necessity  for  any  muscles  except  those 
motion   between  tiic  two  eyes  is  pro-  that  are  used  in  looking  straight  for- 
duced,  when  we  view  any  object  late-  ward.     In   making   this  statement,  be 
rally.     It  is  for  this  reason,  he  says,  appears  to   have  quite   overlooked  the 
that  these  two  muscles  have  two  dis.  action  of  the  eye-ball  in  connexion  with 
tinct  nerves  distributed  to  them,  while  the  motions  of  the  ejc-lids,  and  tbe 
the  other  muscles  have  one  common  to  many  involuntary  motions  the  eyesper- 
thcm  all.  form  totally  independent  of  this  lateral 
As  soon  as  I  had  read  Mr.  Walker^s  direction,  and  wnich   renders  the  ex- 
paper,  I  was  anxious  to  know  how  far  istcnce  of  many  of  these  muscles  neccs- 
nis  theory  was  probable,  and  to  what  sarv,  even  if  this  lateral  motion  had  not 
extent  it  was  borne  out  by  the  anatomy  to  Be  performed.     Again  :    if  the  use  of 
and  physiology  of  the  muscles  to  which  the  superior  oblioue  be  only  to  bring 
he  refers  the  above  action,  and  upon  tbe  eye  of  one  siae  inwards,  while  the 
which   he  founds  his  theory.     I  have  external   rectus    of   the    opposite  side 
since  considered  the  reasons  he  has  ad-  turns  the  other  eye  outwards,  how  is  it 
vanced,  and  have  thought  a  good  deal  that  we  find   this  muscle  existing  in 
upon  the  subject,  without  being  able  to  those  animals  whose  eyes,  are   placed 
come  to  the  same   conclusion  that  he  laterally,   and   in    whom    the  parallel 
has ;    for  it  appears  to  me,  that  so  far  motion  similar  to  that  in  man  can  never 
from  the  superior  oblique  muscle  acting  be  produced.     Take  the  horse  or  the 
with  the  external  rectus  of  the  opposite  sheep,  for  instance,  and  suppose  that  the 
eye,  that  it  never  acts  at  all  with  it,  but  superior     oblique,    according     to    Mr. 
that  its  function  is  quite  distinct  and  Walker's  theory,  were  to  act  with  the 
opposed  to  that  of  the  external  rectus,  external  rectus  of  the  opposite  ejre,  one 
I  shall  give  my  reasons  for  supposing  eye  would  be  turned  airectlj  inwards 
this  to  be  the  case,  presently,  afler  1  towards  the  nose,  while  the  other  would 
have  stated  some  of  ttie  objections  that  be  turned  outwards  towards  the  ear ;  so 
occur  to  me  with  regard  to  the  view  he  that  the  animal  would  be  looking  for- 
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wards  with  one  eye,  and  backvrards  of  this  muscle  is  that  ofturningf  the  eye 

with  ihe  other,  prodacing'  any  thing  but  downwards  and  drawing  it  forwards, 

a  parallel    motion    between    the   two.  With  regard  to  the  nerves  distributed 

This  muscle  in  these  animals,  then,  and  to  these  muscles,  Mr.  Walker  accounts 

in  all  others  with   the  ejes  similarly  for  the   fourth   and   sixth   nerves  each 

placed,  must  have  some  other  office  than  going  to  separate  muscles,  by  supposing 

that  Mr.  Walker  ascribes  to  it.  the  superior  oblique  and  external  rectus 

There  is  another  point  also  in  which  to  act  together  in  the  lateral  motion  of 

I  cannot  agree  with  him,  namely,  as  to  the  two  eyes.  Allowing  this  theory  of  his 

the  anatomy  and  individual  action  of  to  be  correct  as  to  the  action  of  these 

the  superior  oblique  muscle ;  for  he  says  muscles,  this  explanation  of  the  nerves 

that    It  is  "not  inserted   behind,  but  might  appear  satisfactory;   but  if  it  is 

directly  over,  the  centre  of  the  eye-ball,  found  that  they  cannot  act  together  in 

«r  pernaps  rather  anterior  to    it,  just  the  manner  stated  (and  the  reasons  for 

ever    the    tendinous  expansion   of  the  supposing  they  cannot  I  have  given), 

superior  rectus,  and  passing  down   a  some  other  explanation  of  their  peculiar 

little  towards  the  tendon  of  the  external  distribution  must  be  sought  for. 

teetas."    This  statement  certainly  made  In  speaking  of  the  third  nerve,  Mr. 

me  anxious  to  examine  this  point  again.  Walker  says,  "  Now,  with  regard  to  the 

and  I  procured   a  human   eye  at  the  muscles  of  the  third  pair,  we  perceive 

earliest  opportunity,  and  have  since  cxa-  that  they  are  brought  into  action  in  all 

mined  three  others,  and  was  much  sur-  those  motions  in    which  the  two   eyes 

5 rised  to  find  the  description  he  gives  so  correspond,  such  as  straight  forwards, 
ifferent  fiiom  what  appears  to  me  to  be  with  its  modifications  upwards,  down- 
the  true  insertion  of  toe  muscle,  for  I  wards,  and  inwards."  Is  it  meant  by 
could  distinctly  trace  the  tendon  of  the  this  statement  that  the  muscles  supplied 
muscle  going  ouite  to  the  posterior  by  this  third  nerve  have  the  power  of 
and  outer  part  or  the  sclerotic,  to  within  acting  without  the  superior  oblique  and 
■hout  three  lines  of  the  entrance  of  the  external  rectus  ? — because  if  so,  I  con- 
optic  nerve  :  so  distinctly  can  these  ceive  that  many  of  them  will  produce 
llDres  be  traced,  and  also  seen,  when  the  any  thing  but  corresponding  motions 
tendon  is  pulled  upon,  that  it  appears  to  between  the  two  eyes, namely,  the  two  in- 
me  difficult  to  mistake  them.  They  are  temal  recti  and  the  two  inferior  obi  ioiie  ; 
also  made  more  evident  by  macerating  their  action  together  cannot  do  othcr- 
the  eye  for  a  short  time,  when  the  ten-  wise  than  turn  the  axes  of  the  eyes  in 
den  can  easily  be  raised  up  from  the  opposite  directions.  From  Mr.  Walker's 
sclerotic  as  far  back  as  its  point  of  in-  statement,  I  should  suppose  him  to 
Bcrtion.  think  that  the  superior  oblique  and  ex- 
Such  being  the  insertion  of  the  mus-  temal  rectus  only  act  in  acconlancc 
de,  its  action  must  be  that  of  rotating  with  one  another,  and  with  no  other 
the  ball  of  the  eye  downwards  and  out-  muscles,  so  giving  them  a  distinct  func- 
wards;  for  as  the  point  of  insertion  is  tion,  having  the  office  only  of  producing 
broufrht  nearer  to  the  pulley  through  the  parallel  lateral  motion  between  the 
which  the  muscle  plays,  it  is  drawn  in  a  two  eyes ;  for  he  .says  in  the  passage 
line  upwards,  forwards,  and  inwards,  I  have  already  referred  to,  '*  Doubtless, 
and  so  must  turn  the  eye  in  the  opposite  had  it  not  been  for  this  lateral  motion  of 
direction,  which  is  downwards  and  out-  the  eyes,  there  would  have  been  no 
wards.  That  such  is  the  action  of  the  necessity  for  an^  muscles  except  those 
muscle,  I  have  repeatedly  satbfied  my-  which  are  used  in  looking  straight  for- 
lelf  on  the  dead  body ;    and   the  best  wards." 

way  to  get  the  action  of  it  is  by  first  Another   important  point  which   he 

turning  the  eye  upwards  as  far  as   it  appears  to  have  overlooked  is,  that  by 

will  g'o,  and  then  pulling  upon  the  su-  allowing  the  superior  oblique   to  turn 

perior  oblique,  when  it  will  be  distinctly  the  eye  inwards,  and  to  be  the  muscle 

wen  to  move  in  the  direction  I  have  that  acts  with  the  external  rectus  of  the 

itated.    This  direction  outwards,  bow-  opposite  eye,  the  internal  rectus  is  ren- 

ever,  is  not  to  that  extent  to  make  it  an  dered  useless ;  for  if  this  latter  muscle  is 

important  action  of  the  muscle,  but  is  not  called  into  action  when  the  external 

qfuite  enough  to  show  that  the  eye  is  one  of  the  opposite  eye  acts,  when  is  it 

turned  contrary    to    the    direction  in-  called  into  action  ? — for  it  certainly  is 

wants.     I  believe  that  the  chief  action  not  with  the  internal  rectus  of  the  oppo. 

472.— XIX.  2  D 
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site  eye,  otherwise  we  should  be  con-  rootions  of  the  eje-bmll  and  the  eye^lidt, 

tinually  squinting',  by  havinj^  both  eyes  for  we   cannot  mo?e  the   one   withoot 

drawn  inwards  towards  the  nose.  Where  moving'  the  other  also  :  thus  if  we  raise 

is  the  difficulty  in  supposing  that,  while  the  upper  eye-lid,  the  eye-ball  follows 

the  external  rectus  of  one  eye  acts,  the  with  it ;  if  we  close  the  eye-lfd,  the  eye 

internal  rectus  of  the  other  eye  should  rolls  upwards,  and  when  we  open  them 

be  brought  into  action  with  it,  and  that  again  it  rolls  downwards,  so  thatcertaia 

the  other  internal  and  external  rectus  muscles  are  brought  into  action   quite 

should  remain   relaxed   until   the  eyes  independent  of  the  will ;  for  we  cannot 

are  wanted  to  be  turned  in  the  opposite  prevent  the  eye  taking'  these  directions, 

direction  ?    That  this  action  can  take  with  the  above  motions  of  the  eye- lids, 

place,  1  shall  endeavour  to  show,  and  however  much  we  try. 

that  it  is  dependent  upon   a  peculiar  With  regard  to  the  particular  action 

sympathy  between  the  two  ej^es,  which  of  each  muscle,  I  think  it  will  be  found 

is  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  that  the  following^  statement  is  a  correct 

parallel  motion  that  must  exist,  in  order  one.  When  one  rectus  of  either  eye  acts» 

to  ^vc  us  distinct  and  single  vision  of  the  eye-ball  will  be  drawn  in  the  direc- 

objects.  tion  of  the  side  on  which  the  muscle  is 

Havingf  made  these  objections  to  Mr.  inserted ;  thus  if  the  superior  rectus  acts. 

Walker's  tlieory,  I  shall  now  offer  what  the  e^e  will  be  turned  upwards ;  if  the 

appears  to  me  a  more  probable  explana-  infenor,  it  will  be  turned  downwards^ 

tion  of  the  function  of  these  nerves  and  and  so  on  with  the  other  two.     If  the 

muscles,  and  shall  endeavour  to  show  f<»ur  recti  act  together,  the  eye-ball  will 

that  they  admit  of  being  classified  ac  of  course  become  fixed,  as  one  will  then 

cording  to  the  peculiar  motions  the  two  antagonize  the  other,  and  this,  no  doubt, 

eyes  have  to  perform,  and  that  their  is  one  great  use   of  these  moscles— 

complexity  may  be  much    diminished  namely,  to  steady  the  eyes  in  any  parti- 

by  attending  more  to  the  sympathetic  cular  direction  we  may  reouire,  while 

action   that  exists  between  them  than  looking  at  an  object.     It  is  said  that 

hitherto  has  been  done.  when  two  of  the  recti  act  together,  the 

I  shall  first  make  a  few  remarks  upon  eye  is  turned  in  a  direction  midway  be- 
themany  different  directions  in  which  the  tween  the  two  muscles;  thus  if  the  ex- 
eyes  can  be  turned,  and  mention  certain  temal  rectus  act  with  the  inferior,  the 
laws  that  appear  to  be  constant  with  re-  eye  will  be  drawn  downwards  and  out- 
gard  to  the  action  of  the  muscles  con-  wards  at  once  by  their  combined  action, 
nected  with  them ;  for  it  is  upon  the  I  am  not  at  all  certain,  however,  that 
different  motions  they  arc  capable  of  two  of  the  recti  muscles  ever  do  act  in 
producing,  and  by  attending  to  those  this  manner,  so  as  to  pull  the  eye  in  an 
that  are  voluntary,  and  those  that  are  oblique  direction ;  and  this  is  an  import- 
involuntary,  that  their  true  classifica-  ant  point  to  ascertain,  as  upon  it  depends 
tion  depends.  the  possibility  of  the  e^e-ball   oeing 

There  appears  to  be  a  peculiar  sym-  cafiaole  of  rolling  upon  its  antero-poa- 
pathy  between  the  two  eyes  that  causes  tenor  axis,  which  motion  I  am  iDchned 
one  to  follow  the  other  in  whatever  to  thiuk  it  never  performs ;  for  I  believe 
direction  we  turn  them,  and  over  which  it  will  be  found  tnat  the  only  action  the 
we  have  no  command,  for  we  cannot  recti  muscles  have,  is  that  of  turning 
prevent  it,  however  much  we  try  ;  when  the  eye  directly  upwards  or  downwards, 
we  turn  one  eye,  the  other  must  turn  inwards  or  outwards,  and  that  they 
too.  It  is  upon  this  law  that  our  distinct  never  act  two  together  simultaneously 
and  single  vision  depends ;  fur,  had  the  in  the  same  eye.  The  following  ezpe- 
motion  of  both  eyes  at  once  been  volun-  riment  may  be  made  to  prove  this  ro- 
tary, we  should  then  have  been  obliged  Watch  carefully  the  eye  of  another  per- 
to  be  constantly  thinking  of  keeping  son  when  looking  straight  forwardS| 
them  parallel  to  one  another  while  look-  and  then  tell  him  to  turn  the  eye  ap- 
ivg  at  any  object ;  and  the  least  dcvia-  wards  and  outwards,  and  to  try  and 
tion  of  the  axis  of  one  eye  from  the  carry  it  in  a  line  midway  between  the 
other  would  produce  indistinctness  of  two  directions,  without  either  turning 
vision,  and  so  Dccome  an  evil  of  frequent  it  directly  upwards  or  outwards.  It 
occurrence, by  abstracting  our  thoughts  will  be  found  that  if  he  perform  this 
from  the  object  we  are  looking  at.  motion  slowly,  he  has  not  the  power  of 

There  is  also  a  sympathy  between  the  doing  so ;  but  that  the  eye  is  first  of  all 
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turned  upwards  bjr  the  superior  rectus,  placed  in  it,  and  this  one  muscle  is  the  ex- 

and  then  turned  outwards  oj  the  extcr-  ternal  rectus ;  and  now  we  see  the  rea- 

nal  rectus,  and  so  brought  to  the  object  son  why  it  should  have  a  separate  ncr?e, 

wished  to  be  looked  at.    When  the  mo-  for  in  it  is  the  only  muscle  over  which 

tion  ia  performed  quickly,  the  eye  ap-  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  hare  a 

pears  to  mo?e  in  the  direction  at  once,  voluntary  power,  when  looking"  at  ob- 

tbr  the  action  of  the  one  muscle  follows  jects  placed  laterally.    Thus  if  wc  want 

the  other  so  rapidly,  that  it  seems  to  to  look  at  an  object  placed  to  the  right, 

take  place  simultaneously.  we  will  to  turn  tiie  right  eye,  and  the 

If  two  of  the  recti,  then,  cannot  act  other  follows  immediately  with  it  (for  we 

tOfl|ether,  so  as  to    bring  the  eye   in  cannot  prevent  it)  so  that  we  only  want 

a  une  midway  between  the  two  muscles,  the  power  over  one  muscle,  which  is  the 

we  should  not  expect  it   to  have  the  right  external  rectus,  and  we  will   to 

power  of  rotating,  for,  of  course,  if  the  move  this  muscle,  and  so  turn  the  eye 

e^e  cannot  be  brought  into  the  interme-  to  the  right,  and  the  led  eye  follows 

dilate    position,  it  cannot  be    brought  sympatlietically.     Jf  we  wish  to  look  at 

round    from    one    muscle    to    another,  an  ooject  to  the  lefl,  we  relax  the  right 

which  motion  must  take  place  before  external  rectus,  and  will  to  move  the 

rotation  can  be  produced.    An  experi-  lefl,  and  so  turn  the  eye  to  the  lefl  side, 

meut  may  be  made  to  prove  this  also,  and  the  right  eye  follows  involuntarily. 

If  we  watch  the  eyes  of  another  person,  We  have  also  thepoweroverboth  external 

and  tell  him  to  try  and   rotate  them  recti  at  once,  which  power  we  employ 

as  much  as  he  can,  it  will  be  found  that  when  looking  at  objects  straight  before 

no  rotation  takes  place,   but  that  the  us;  for  we  tlien  neither  wish  to  move 

eyes  are  turned  rapidly   upwards  and  the  eye  to  the  right  or  lefl,  and  so  make 

downwards,  inwards  and  outwards,  and  one  external    rectus    act    against  the 

that  they  are  never  brought  into  the  in-  other,  and  the  eye  becomes  fixed  directly 

termediate  position  between  any  two  of  forwards. 

these  directions.    Lastly,  when  we  look  If  the  above  be  the  true  explanation 

at  the  position  of  the  four  recti  muscles,  of  this  lateral  motion  of  the  two  eyes, 

and  at  their  mode  of  insertion  into  the  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  exter- 

sclerotic,  they  appear  to  be  more  fitted  nal  rectus  being  a  voluntary  muscle.  It 

for  acting  all  at  once,  and  so  to  steady  now  remains  to  be  seen  what  is  the  ac- 

the  eye,  or  else  that  one  alone  should  tion  of  the  other  muscles,  and  in  w  hat 

act,  and  pull  the  e^'e  in  the  direction  of  manner  they  are  influenced  by  the  nerves 

the  side  to  which  it  is  attached.  Roing  to  them.   The  remaining  muscles 

The  fact  is,  that  no  rotatory  motion  arc  the  levator  palpebrse,  the  superior, 

of  the  eyes  is  required ;  for  when  we  inferior,  and  internal  recti,  and  the  supe- 

want  to  look  at  any  object  obliquely,  rior  and  inferior  obliq|^iie  ;  one  of  these, 

upwards  or  downwards,  we   turn   the  namely,  the  superior  oblique,  is  supplied 

head  at  an  angle  that  enables  us  still  by  the  fourth  nerve,  while  the  other  five 

to  move  the  eyes  horizontally ;  for  we  are  supplied  by  the  third  nerve.     With 

can  place  the  head  in  any  direction  we  regaru  to  the  third  nerve,  it  is  found  to 

like,  and  so  bring  the  eyes  in  a  position  divide  into  two   branches  just  before 

that  allows  them  to  turn  upon  their  axis,  it  enters  the  orbit,  which  two  branches 

the  same  as  when  looking  at  an  object  remain  quite  distinct  ever  after.     The 

stnicht  before  us.  superior  uranch  crosses  the  optic  nerve, 

This  lateral  motion  of  the  eyes,  then,  and  supplies  two  muscles  only,  namely, 

from  side  to  side,  being  one  of  the  two  the  levator  palpebne  and  superior  rec- 

motions  that  is  most  frequently  required,  tus,  while  tne  inferior  brancn  goes  be- 

and  there  being  also  that  peculiar  sym-  low  the  optic  nerve,  and  supplies  the 

pathy  between  the  two  eyes  that  we  internal  and  inferior  recti,  and  the  infc- 

eannot  move  one  without  the  other  one  rior  oblique.    This  inferior  branch   is 

Ibllowing  in  the  same  direction,  are  cir-  also  further  distinguished  from  the  supe- 

eoastances  that  render  it  necessary  that  rior,  by  going  to  form  the  lenticular 

we  should  have   the  power  over  one  ganglion  with  the  nasal  branch  of  the 


mosele  only ;  for  we  only  want  a  mus-  nfth  pair. 
deto  move  the  eye  of  the  side  on  which         It  is  upon  this  division  of  the  third 

the  object  we  wish  to  look  at  is  placed ;  nerve  into  its  two  brandies  that  I  mean 

and  the  other  eye  must  follow   by  a  to  explain  the  action  of  the  remaining 

sympathetic     or     involuntary     power  muscles,  and  wish   to  show   that   the 
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inferior  or  gangl ionic  portion  g-ovems  ejre-lid  raised,  so  long  are  we  preveited 

the  involuntary  or  sympathetic  motions  lookinfi^  downwards,  which  we  sboaM 

of  the  eje-ball,  while  the  superior  or  not  expect  to  be  the  case  were  the  inle* 

gan^lionless  portion  governs  tne  volun-  rior  rectus  a  purely  voluntarj  masde. 

tarj  motions.     In  order  to  support  this  When  we  want  to  look  downwards,  «e 

theory  that  I  have  adranced,  we  must  must  first  of  all  relax  the  upper  eje-lU, 

see  if  these  two  sets  of  muscles  are  so  when  the  inferior  rectus  then  acts  in 

employed,  and  ascertain  if  the  inferior  combination  with  a  portion  of  the  orin- 

rectus,    internal    rectus,    and     inferior  cularis  palpebrarum^  so  causing*  it  to  be 

oblique,  are  used  involuntarily  or  svnipa-  purely  sympathetic  in  its  action,  for  it 

thetically,  and  if  the  levator  pafpcbree  cannot  act  independently  by  itself, 
and  superior  rectus  are  used  as  voluntary        The  other  muscle  su[)plied  bj  this  in- 

muscles.  ferior  portion  of  the  third  ncrre  is  the 

The  muscles  the  superior  division  of  inferior  oblique ;  and  there  can  be  no 
the  third  nerve  supplies,  as  already  doubt  about  it  beinp*  purely  involan- 
stated,  are  the  superior  rectus  and  leva-  tary  or  sympathetic  in  its  action,  lor  it 
tor  palpebrse ;  and  there  can  be  no  turns  the  eye  uj^wards  when  the  eyelids 
doubt  that  their  action  is  quite  volun-  are  closed  dunng  sleep,  or  winking, 
tary,  for  we  can  will  to  turn  the  eye-ball  which  motion  is  quite  independent  of 
and  eye-lid  upwards  whenever  we  like ;  the  will,  for  we  cannot  prevent  it  tak- 
and  these  two  motions  arc  done  togc-  ing  place,  any  more  than  we  can  pre- 
ther,  as  both  muscles  are  supplied  oy  vent  the  eye  rolling  downwards  wdcb 
the  same  branch  of  the  nerve ;  and  they  we  open  the  eyelids.  It  is  also  sympa- 
are  required  to  be  moved  always  in  the  thetic  in  its  action ;  for  we  cannot  bno^ 
same  relation  to  one  another,  otherwise,  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum  into  action 
if  we  turned  the  eye-hall  upwards  with-  without  the  inferior  oblique  acting  at 
out  the  eye-lid  going  with  it,  this  mo-  the  same  time,  and  producing  the  in- 
tiou  of  the  eye  wouldbe  of  no  service  to  voluntary  rolling  of  the  eye  upwards; 
us,  for  we  should  move  the  cornea  behind  in.  which  position  it  remains  as  long  ai 
the  lid,  and  consequently  obstruct  our  the  eyelitfs  are  closed.  So  soon  as  the 
▼ision  by  this  movement.  It  was  neces-  orbicularis  muscle  becomes  relaxed,  the 
sary,  then,  to  combine  the  action  of  these  inferior  oblique  does,  but  not  till  then. 
two  muscles  together,  and  to  give  the  The  only  muscle  remaining  to  be  ac- 
voluntary  stimulus  to  both  at  once,  in  counted  fur  is  the  superior  obliqae; 
order  to  preser>'e  their  relation  one  to  and  it,  no  doubt,  is  also  quite  involun- 
another.  And  this  is  done  by  the  supe-  tary  in  its  action,  for  it  is  the  antago- 
rior  or  ganglionless  division  of  the  third  nist  to  the  inferior  oblique,  and  not  the 
pair  ot  nerves,  which  I  therefore  call  inferior  oblique  that  is  Uie  antagonist  to 
the  voluntary-  portion.  It  now  remains  it,  as  is  generally  described  ;  for  when 
to  be  seen  if  the  muscles  sup])lied  by  the  eyelids  are  closed,  as  during  sleep 
the  inferior  or  ganglionic  branch  of  or  winking,  the  eye-ball,  as  stated 
the  third  nerve  possess  the  power  of  above,  is  rolled  upwards,  which  nntion 
acting  sympathetically  or  involuntarily,  must  take  place  before  the  superior  ob- 
The  internal  rectus,  one  of  the  muscles  lique  muscle  can  be  called  iuto  action, 
supplied  by  it,  I  have  already  shewn  to  When  the  eyelids  are  closed,  the  eye- 
be  completely  involuntary  ;  for  it  is  ball  not  only  is  turned  upwards,  but'lre- 
brought  into  action  with  the  external  cedes  to  a  certain  extent  into  the  orbit, 
rectus  of  the  opposite  eye,  and  turns  the  by  the  pressure  of  the  eyelids  upon  its 
eye  inwards,  quite  independent  of  the  anterior  surface  ;  so  that  it  not  only  has 
will,  for  no  cnort  on  our  part  can  pre-  to  be  rolled  downwards,  but  also  has  to 
vent  it  following;  for  while  we  have  a  be  brought  forwards,  when  the  lids  are 
voluntary  power  over  the  external  rec-  opened  again;  and  this  I  conceive  to  be 
tus,  we  have  none  over  the  internal ;  it  the  office  of  the  superior  oblique  mns* 
is,  therefore,  an  involuntary  muscle.  cle,  for  its  position  and  peculiar  course 

With  regard  to  the  inferior  rectus,  I  fit  it  for  both  these  motions ;  its  tendon 

think  it  will  be  also  found  to  act  sym-  going  so  far  back,  will  bring  the  whole 

pathetically ;  for  it  is  brought  into  ac-  globe  of  the  eye  forwards  at  the  same 

tion   only   when   the   up])c.r  eye-lid   is  time   that  it  rolls   it  downwards.     It 

relaxed,  and  it  appears  t(»  have  a  sym-  cannot  be  the  inferior  rectus  that  rolls 

pathy  with  the  levator  palpebroe ;  for  so  the  eye  downwards  during  this  motion 

long  as  this  muscle  acts  and  keeps  the  of  opening  the    eyelids,    for    I    have 
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ibewn   that  it  cannot  act  except  when  which   are  the  two  internal  recti,  and 

the  lerator  palpcbra  is  relaxed,  which  the?  then  draw  both  the  eyes  inwards, 

nf  course  it  b  not  while  the  lids  are  and  produce  the  squint  that  is  found  to 

heiDg'  opened,  for  then  that  muscle  is  take   place.      That   the    external  recti 

in  strong  action.    The  only  muscle  that  are  relaxed  in  this  case,  is  proved  by 

ean  do  it«  then,  is  the  superior  oblique,  our  beings  able  suddenly  to  brin^  them 

and  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  itsaction  into  action,  when  immediately  the  near 

being'  involuntary,  for,  as  before  stated,  object  we  were  looking  at  becomes  in- 

we  cannot  prevent  the  eye-ball  ndling  distinct,  and   the  axis  of  the  eyes  is 

downwards  when  the  eyelids  are  opened,  accommodated   to  an  object  more  re- 

any  more  than  we  can  prevent  it  rolling*  motely  placed.     We  have  only  again  to 

upwards  when  they  are  closed.  relax  the  external  recti,  and  the  invo* 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  there  arQ  three  luntary  squint    is  immediately  repro- 

voluutary  muscles — namely,  the  leva-  duced  ;  and   we  see  the  object  placed 

tor  palpebne,  superior  rectus,  and  ex-  near  the  nose  as  distinctly  as  before. 

temaJ  rectus;  ana  two  voluntary  nerves  It  may  be  said,  that  if  the  above  mo- 

—namely,  the  superior  division  of  the  tion  of  the  eyes  is  dependent  upon  the 

third   and  the  sixth ;  while  there  arc  involuntary  action  of  the  internal  recti, 

five  involuntary  muscles,  none  of  which  how   is  it  that  some  people  have  the 

act  except  in  sympathy  with  the  volun-  power  of  voluntarily  squinting  inwanis? 

tary  muscles,  and  are  supplied  by  two  To  tbis  1  should  answer,  that  it  is  not 

nerves — namely,  the  inferior  division  of  found  that  every  body  can  produce  this 

the  third  and  toe  fourth  nerve.  voluntary  squinting  ;   which  we  should 

It  may  be  asked,  if  the  superior  ob-  expect  they  could,  were  these  muscles 

lique  be  an  involuntary  muscle,  why  under  the  influence  of  the  will ;  for  it 

should  it  not  also  be  supplied  by  the  is   found  that  sonic   ])copIe    can   only 

same  portion  of  the  third  nerve  as  the  squint  in  a  very  slight  degree,  while 

other  muscles  that  I  have  called  invo-  others  cannot  at  all.    This  circumstance 

luotary  ?    The  reason  I  should  offer  is,  I  should   explain   by    supposing    that 

that  its  situation  renders  it  necessary  for  some  have  tue  ])ower  of  relaxing  both 

it  to  have  a  separate  nerve,  as  it  is  far  extemal  recti  at  once,  either  naturally  or 

distant  from  the  inferior  portion  of  the  from  habit,  while  others  have  not  this 

third   nerve.     Also  the   peculiarity  of  power;  and  as  the  external  recti  cannot 

the    course  and  action  of  the  muscle  act  until  these  muscles  are  relaxed,  is 

would    lead   us  to   expect  a    separate  the  reason  why  some  can   voluntarily 

nerve  to  be  distributed  to  it ;  at  the  same  squint  while  others  cannot. 

time  that  it  is  also  an  antagonist  to  one  Squinting  downwards  and  inwards  is 

of  the  muscles  supplied  by  this  portion,  produced  by   the   voluntary  portion  of 

the  tbird*-namely,  the  inferior  ohlique ;  the  third  also  being  relaxed,  for  so  long 

vhicb   is  an  additional  reason  why  it  as  the  stimulus  of  the  will  is  ^iven  to 

ihould   not   be  supplied  by   the  same  the  levator  palpebrse  and  superior  rec- 

Berve,  but  rather  have  a  separate  one  to  tus  (supplied  by  this  upper  portion  of 

itself.  the  third),  so  long  is  squinting  inwards 

There  is  a  motion  of  the  eyes  that  I  only  produced ;  but  immediately  on  re- 
have  not  yet  considered,  and  one  that  I  laxing  these  muscles,  the  eyelid  falls, 
think  further  illustrates  the  theory  I  and  the  inferior  rectus  then  pulls  the  eye 
have  advanced;  I  mean  where  both  downwards;  which  it  cannot  do  so  long 
eyes  are  turned  inwards  towards  the  as  the  levator  palpebrse  and  superior 
note,  when  we  look  at  any  object  placed  rectus  are  in  action.  This  motion,  then, 
very  near.  It  will  be  found  that  if  we  suits  the  theory  that  I  have  advanced, 
place  the  finger,  or  any  object,  midway  of  the  levator  palpebne,  superior  and 
oelween  both  eyes,  and  look  stedfastly  extemal  recti  muscles,  being  purely 
at  it,  and  then  gradually  approach  it  voluntary ;  for  while  they  are  kept  in 
nearer  and  nearer,  both  eyes  turn  directly  action  the  eyes  are  neither  turned  in- 
inwards,  and  an  involuntary  squint  is  wards  nor  downwards,  but  immediately 
piodoced.  The  reason  of  this,  no  on  relaxing  them  they  are  rolled  in 
doubt,  is,  that  both  extemal  recti  be-  both  these  directions,  and  an  involuntary 
eoning  relaxed,  which  they  must  before  squint  is  produced. 
the  axes  of  the  eyes  can  suit  themselves  This,  then,  is  the  explanation  I 
to  an  object  placed  so  near,  causes  the  should  ofler  of  the  action  of  these  mus- 
iav<duntai7  musdca  to  come  into  play,  cles,  and  of  the  function  of  the  nerves 
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distributed  to  them ;  which  I  fear,  how-  these  parts,  bj  offeriii^  what  appetis  It 

ever,  may  seem  complicated,  and  that  me  a  simple  explanation  of  tiie  distri- 

maiiy   uiay  have  objections  to  advance  bution  of  these   nerves,  bj  classifjin^ 

a^j^'aiust  them.     I  merely  ofler  it  as  one  the  muscles  according*  to  their  peculiir 

that  appears  to  mo  plausible,  from  the  actions,    and     distin«;-uisbin||^    oetwfci 

fact    of    its    classiljinjjr    the    different  those  which  are  sympathetic  and  tboie 

muscles  in  a  manner  that  ajjfrecs  with  which  are  purely  voluntary. 
their  peculiar  action,  and  with  the  ue-  2,  SouthCrencent, 

culiar  distribution  of  the   nerves  tnat  Bedford- square*  Dec  6,  1886. 
supply   them.     The  view  that  I  have 

taken   of  the   superior  division   of  the  — 

third  nerve   bcinir  the   >oluntary  por- 
tion, and  the  inferior  the  portion  that  CASES   OF  LOCAL    HYSTERICAL 
governs  the  sympathetic  movements  of  AFFECTIONS. 
the  eyes,  I  am  not  aware  to  have  been  ' 
advanced  before  ;  and  it  appears  to  me 

to  be  probable,  since  what  1  have  called  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gmxette. 
the  voluntary  portion  certainly  supplies 
two  muscles,  over  which  we  have  per-  Sir, 

feet  command  —  namely,    the    levator  In  perusing  the  excellent  lectnresof  Sir 

palpebroe  and  superior  rectus ;  while  the  B.  Brodie,  on  Local  Hysterical  Afee- 

inferior  portion  supplies  muscles   that  tions,  published  recently  in  jour  ralua. 

chiefly  sympathize  with  those  muscles  ble   journal^    my    mind    wm    iMcibiy 

that  I  have  called  voluntary,  and  never  impressed    with    the    importance   and 

act  by    themselves    until    these  latter  correctness  of  that  part  wherein  be  al- 


spine, 

the  third  nerve  with  the  lenticular  gan-  sequence  of  this  unfortunate  impressMHi, 

fliou   and   the     fif\h    nerve,  which  is  numerous    instances  have  oecarred  of 

nown  to  give  sensation  to  the  eye,  and  young  ladies  being*  condemned  to  the 

to   be   the  nerve  that  excites  many  of  horizontal  posture,  and  even  to  the  tor- 

the  involuntary  motions  that  exist  be-  ture   of  caustic  issues  and  aetons^  ior 

tween  the  eyeball  and  eyelids  * ;  which  several  successive  years,  in  whom  air 

motions  are   produced    by   this    lower  and  exercise,  and  cheerful  oecapatioin, 

division  of  the  third,  and  by  the  fourth  would  probably  have  produced  a  careii 

nerve.  the  course  of  a  few  months.'* 

There  is  another  action,  also,  which  From  among  several  cases  which  have 
goes  to  prove  this  lower  portion  of  the  come  under  my  observation,  which  folly 
third  nerve  to  be  involuntary— namely,  corroborate  the  justness  of  this  remarv, 
the  action  of  the  iris ;  which  is  found  to  I  will  select  two  which  occurred  a  few  I 
be  influenced  by  it,  from  experiments  years  ago,  premising,  that  at  the  time  I 
that  have  been  made  f ,  and  which  mo-  of  their  occurrence  1  was  eng^aged  ia 
tion  we  know  to  be  sympathetic  only,  an  extensive  practice  in  the  ooantiy, 
and  to  be  dependent  on  the  impressions  where  I  had  trequcntly  seen  the  treat- 
made  upon  the  retina,  and  not  upon  ment  of  condemning  young  persons  to 
any  voluntary  stimulus  that  we  can  eonflnement  in  the  horizontal  pos- 
give  the  iris  itself.  faire,  made,  as  it  were,  a  hohbg^  or  a 
i  have  not  mentioned  any  of  the  fashionable  practice ;  being  had  recourse 
theories  that  have  already  been  ad-  to  without  oue  discrimination,  or  deli- 
vanced  with  regard  to  the  action  of  these  berate  investigation  into  the  on|pn  and 
muscles,  as  it  would  extend  my  paper  to  progress  of  the  more  prominent  sjmp* 
a  length  that  I  am  not  desirous  of  do-  toms  of  disorder,  to  the  benefit  of  few, 
ing ;  and  they  none  of  them  affect  the  but  to  the  serious  inconvenience  and 
present   views  that  I   have  put  forth,  injury  of  many. 

My  onl^  wish  is  to  endeavour  to  do  I  shall  not  relate  these  cases  accord- 
away  with  some  of  the  difficulties  that  ing  to  the  order  of  time  4n  which  they 
exist  with  regard   to  the  physiology  of  took  place,  the  second  havings  occnrrni 

about  two  years  prior  to  the  first,  my 

•  vide  sir  Ch«rle.  Bell',  paper,  on  the  Nerve..  ^^'Jf  *  *>eing  to   exhibit  tJhc   dangerous 

'.  Aiayo*.  Pbysioiogy.  tendency  and  absurdity  of  the  practice 
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in   question,  and  then  to  display  the  inff  in  that  position  for  twelve  monthM. 

advantage  of  an  opposite  plan  of  treat-  As  my  term  for  attending  at  the  house 

ment.  was  nearly  expired,  and  the  practitioner 

who  had  {Hveu  these  orders  would  in  a 

Case  I.— M.  B.,  a  healthy  looking  few  days  hecome  the  parochial  surgeon 

Toong  woman,  who  had  previously  en-  for  the  ensuing  year,  according  to  pre- 

joyed  an  almost  uninterrupted  exemp-  vious  arrangement,  I  made  no  comment 

tion  from  illness,  and  was  employed  as  upon  the  anair  in  the  presence  of  the 

a  dairy.maid  at  a  large  farm,  where  she  patient,  but  in  conversation  with  the 

had  been  frequently  exposed  to  the  vi-  Master  of  the  house,  who  expressed  his 

cissitndes  of  the  weather,  applied  to  me  reg^t  that  I  had  been  treated,  as  he 

in  consequence  of  suffering  severely  in  expressed  it,  *'  so  unhandsomely."    I 

her  back,  with  inability  to  move  from  requested  him  to  inform  the  parties  that 

one  place  to  another.     Whilst  motion-  they  had  acted  incorrectly,  in  placing 

less  in  bed  she  was  comparatively  free  the  patient  under  another  sure^on,  ana 

from  pain,  but  she  felt  acutely  when  en-  having  the  treatment  altered,  without 

deavonring  to  sit  up,  or  to  turn  herself  making  me  acquainted  therewith ;  and 

on  either  side.    She  referred  the  com-  I  also  added,  that  the  treatment  he  had 

plaint  to  her  getting  wet  through  when  adopted  would,  if  continued,  prove  inju- 

tnilking,  and  continuing  afterwards  in  rious  to  the  welfare  of  the  patient, 

her  damp  clothes,  at  a  period  when  more  In  alluding  to  the  ladies,  whom  I  re- 

dian  ordinary  care  was  required.     Con-  presented    as    acting  **  incorrectly,"   I 

sidering  the  case  to  be  an  inflammatory  tiad  no  intention  of  reflecting  upon  their 

affection  of  the  sacro-ischiatic  ligaments,  conduct  in  a  general  way ;  it  was  solely 

partaking  of  the  character  of  lumbago  concerning  wliat  has  frequently  proved 

rbeuBatica,  I  had  recourse  to  venesec*  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  sur- 

tion,  and  directed  her  to  have  leeches  geon,asmanyof  your  readers  have  with- 

applied  to  the  part,  and  also  gave  her  a  out  doubt  experienced — namely,  the  in- 

•aline  aperient  mixture,  with  colchicum.  judicious  interference  of  recommending 

8be  was  much  improved  by  this  treat-  a  favourite  practitioner,  or  a  peculiar  or 

ment ;  but  her  employers,  dreading  the  fashionable  theory,  to  which  some  prac- 

expense  and  inconvenience  of  her  con-  titiouers,  from  motives  of  self-interest 

linuing  with   them,  especially  as   she  (and  contrary  to  their  better  judgment, 

had  no  relations  residing  in  the  neigh-  if  they  acted  honourably  and   consist- 

hoarbood,  bad  her  removed  to  the  paro-  ently),  are  not  unwilling  to  accede.    As 

cfaial  poor-house.    The  removal  brought  regaids  the  ladies  in  question,  I  had 

on  a  renewal  and  increase  of  the  symp-  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  their 

toms,  for  which  I  adopted  a  similar  plan  benevolence  and  humanity,  which  me- 

of  treatment  to  that  just  mentioned,  and  rited   the   highest  commendation  ;   but 

•nlMe<|iiently    employed    cupping    and  could  not  consider  their  knowledge  of 

Uiatenng  as  topical  remedies,  and  gave  pathology  sufficient  to  justify  the  re- 

her  a  mixture  composed  of  the  liq.  am-  presentation  of  any  who  disapproved  of 

mon.  acetat,  mistursB  camphors,  and  a  plan  of  treatment  tliey  recommended, 

pulv.  ipecac,  co.  (in  the  proportion  of  as  guilty  of  folly  or  ignorance. 

six  grains  of  the  latter  to  a  dose)  three  At  diflferent  times  subsequently  I  in- 

times  a  day.    Considerable  amendment  quired  respecting  the  progress  of  the 

ensued,  and  there  appeared  a  probability  case,  and  was  informed  that  the  patient 

of  her  being  soon  enabled  to  leave  the  did  not  improve,  but  appeared  to  be  gra- 

bonse,  and  return  again  to  service.    She  dually  declining  in  health.    At  length, 

iraa,  indeed,  so  far  recovered,  that  I  dis«  about  nine  or  ten  months  from  her  being 

continued  seeing  her  oficner  than  once  condemned  to  the  horizontal  posture,  a 

tn   two  or   three  days.      Calling  one  surgeon  from  a  neighbouring  town  was 

morning  with  the  expectation  of  finding  requested  by  the  same  ladies  to  see  her, 

her  below,  engaged  in  some  light  occu-  who  at  once  declared  the  plan  of  treat- 

pation,  I  was  desired  to  walk  up  stairs,  ment  which  had  been  adopted  was  in 

where  I  found  her  in  a  horizontal  pos'  every  respect  wrong,  observing,  that  she 

iur€  on  a  mattress ;  and  was  informed  ought  not  in  the  first  instance  to  have 

that  some  ladies  had  been  to  see  her,  been  submitted  to  it,  as  she  did  not  ap- 

who  had  sent  another  medical  man,  and  pear  to  have    had  any  spinal  disease 

he  bad  given  directions  for  her  continue  whatever ;  and  that  the  only  remaining 
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chance  for  her  recovery  was  an  imme-  cartilages,  but  was  merely  tjnnpathetiey 

diate  removal  to  a  more  airy  and  cheer-  or  dependent  upon  general  or  constitn* 

fill  situation,  where  she  could  have  the  tionnl  disorder. 

advantage  of  easy  or  gentle  exercise,  if  The  plan  of  treatment  I  advised  was 

able  to  liear  it,  with  ottier  means  fur  in-  that  ot  endeavouring  to  improve  the 

vigorating  her  debilitated  system,  which  system   by  tonic  medicines,    diet  of  a 

appeared  to  be  sinking  under  the  effects  nutritious  or  invigorating  quality,  and 

of  consumption.     This  far  more  correct  gentle  exercise  in  the  open  air,  wiUi  the 

and  rational  plan  was  adopted ;  but  too  occasional  use  of  the  shower-bath  and 

late.     I  called   upon   her  after  her  re-  flesh-brush.     The  season  of  the  year  was 

nioval,  at  her  request,  and  found  her  favourable  to  recovery,  it  being  early  in 

hectical,  emaciated,  and  graduall;^  yield-  the  summer ;    and  I  was  gratifiea  by 

iiig   to  that  fatal  disease,  phthisis,  to  the   result;    for  in  the   space   of  two 

which  she  fell  a  victim  in  a  few  weeks,  months  she  was  so  far  recovered  as  to 

be  able  to  visit  a  relation  above  a  mile 

Case   IT.— It  was,  as  above  stated,  from  the  town,  walking  all  the  way; 

about  two  years  before  the  occurrence  of  and  was  soon  afler  perfectly  restored  to 

the  preceding  case,  that,  in  correspond-  health.     The  subsequent  history  of  this 

iiig   with  a  young  surgeon    vho  had  case  has  been  truly  satisfactory.    My 

been  my  pupil,  in  one  of  his  letters  he  patient  has  since   that  period  enjoyed 

mentioned  several   particulars  relating  good  health,  with  an  exemption  from 

to  a  young  lady,  whose  parents  resided  the  local  disorder.     Sbeaflcrwanlsi 

•       -i        .•I'll                  a1           ir*  •i.i                                                           «. 


in  the  town  in  which  he  was  then  living  ried  the  young  surgeon,  who  is  now  in 

as  an  assistant,  in  whose  welfare  he  felt  excellent  practice  in  one  of  the  principal 

a  lively  interest.     She  had  been  labour-  cities  in  the  west  of  England;  and  she 

ing  for  some  time  under  considerable  has  become  the  mother  of  Rve  fine  and 

debility,  with  occasionally  severe  pain  healthy  children, 
in  the  inferior  dorsal  and  lumbar  verte- 

brcc.      Several    practitioners   had  been  I  shall  forbear  an  extended  comment 

consulted,  and  amongst  others  a  cele-  on  these  cases,  as  it  is  probable  similar 

biatcd  physician  in  a  neighbouring  city,  ones  have  come  before  the  observation 

and  also  a  surgeon  to  a  county  hospital,  of  many  of  your  readers.    The  first  I 

a  man  of  considerable  experience,  and  consider  as  an  exemplification  of  the 

of  acknowledged  and   wcil-nicrited  re-  evil  effect  of  pertinaciously  adhering  to 

putation.     By  these  she  had   been  di-  mistaken  theory,  and  the  second  as  a 

rccted  to  be  confined  to  the  horizontal  happy  illustration  of  the  good  resulting 


observed  my  correspondent,  "  I  have  to  they  may  have  obtained  sufficient  pub- 
request  ;|'our  giving  me  your  sentiments  lie  approbation  to  render  them  what  has 
upon  this."  In  my  reply,  I  advanced  been  aenominated  popular  or  fashiona- 
my  reasons  for  concluuiug  tlie  opinion  ble,  or  to  have  been  recommended  by 
was  erroneous  respecting  the  local  affec-  some  of  the  most  eminent  members  of 
ti(in,  and  the  treatment  recommended,  the  profession.  Had  the  first  been  aU 
My  letter  was  read  to  the  parcuts  of  the  lowed  the  use  of  her  limbs,  and  occa* 
young  lady,  and  as  they  entertained  sional  exercise  without  fatigue,  in  mil 
l^rcat  dread  of  her  bein^  confined  for  so  probability  she  would  soon  have  ob- 
long a  period,  I  was  solicited  to  take  the  taiiied  a  restoration  to  the  enjoyment  of 
earliest  opportunity  of  seeing  her.  In  health ;  and  had  the  second  undergone 
accordance  with  their  request  I  visited  her  nine  or  twelve  months'  confinement 
her  (at  the  distance  of  thirty  miles),  and,  to  the  horizontal  posture,  it  is  not  un- 
after  a  deliberate  investigation  into  the  reasonable  to  conjecture  that  she  would 
general  symptoms  and  local  affection,  not,  as  she  is  at  present,  have  become 
gave,  as  my  decided  conviction,  the  the  healthy  parent  of  a  fine  and  healthy 
opinion,  that  there  was  not  any  disease  progeny. — I  am,  sir, 
existing  in  the  spine,  and  that  the  pain  Yours  very  respectfully, 
nnd  tenderness  experienced  in  that  part  J.r.  HuLBERT. 
did  not  result  from  any  disorganization  6,  Triulty  Squire,  Southwark, 
of  the  vertebra*,  or  of  the  iutcrvcrtebral  i>««»  8,  189G. 
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%E  OF  AN  OPEN  CANCER  OF  at  tip ;    bowels  costire;   catamenia  re. 

THE  BREAST.  g^^^^t  and  always  preceded  by  increase 

of  paiu  of  breast. 

*~~"  Loco    dolenti  admoveantur    Hirad.  x. 

,     ^,.         ^    ■     «^  >.     .  ^  **  po«tea  Cataplasma.    Cras  m.  s. 

the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  Ol.  Ricin.  Ji. 

Sir,  February    13th.  —  luflammation    of 

,            1.      r          •          1      1.1*  1.  J  lymphatic  (rlands  havincf  been  subdued 

i"*  n??;^\«^y«»^J«"'?VP"^^''^'''^  h  leechiul,  and  a  consultation  having 

be  16th  Oct.  a  very  bnef  account  is  J„ctioned  the  removal  of  tumor,  shoufl 

mofa  case  of  cancer  of  the  mamma,  patient  desire  it,  the  day  for  operation 

ted  last  springr  in  the  Glasgow  In-  ^^^  g^^j  y^^^  j^'  ^^^  not  nerfomed.  in 
laiy  with 
kindness 
er 

e  procur^  the  followinff  history  o,  ^^^^j  ^^^^j^  ^^^^^^1  ^^^^  ^^        ^^-^ 

case,  subsequently  to  the  time  of  ^^  whip-cord,  and  a  gland  above  cla- 

bemg  dismissed  as  incurable  from  ^j^j^  j/^^,^  f^l^  hardened  and  enlarged. 

Infirmary.      I   consider  myself  m  ^          *        .  j-        *    j      tt  j  •  j. 

e  degree  bound  to  publish  this  his-  ^um.    tcr    mdies    Acid.    Hydnodic 

\  in  consequence  of  its    being    in  iquia.  3ss. 

«t  opposition  to  the  Tcry  unfavoura-  March  26th.—-HRS  used  hydriodic acid 

*  prognosis  recorded  in  your  jour-  since  last  report.     No  change  in  glands 

;  and  Dr.  Craig  and  myself  concur  of  axilla  ana  above  clavicle^    tumor  of 

hinkingthat  it  will  probably  not  be  mamma  lar^r,  and  ulceration  deeper, 

1  without  interest  by   your   profes-  more  extensive,  and  very  foul.     Little 

lal  brethren.     I  extract  the  original  change  in  pain,  though  /or  the  last  two 

5   from  the  Infirmary  Journal  (see  days  it  has  been  aggravated;  pulse 84; 

mal  for  1936,  Ward  No.  8,  pp.  131,  general  health  pretty  good. 

:,  and  139),  and  shall  add  the  subse-  Dismissed,  with  advice  to  use  hem- 

nt  history  and  an  account  of  the  pre-  lock  poultice,  <kc.  <kc. 

t  state  of  the  disease.  November  11th.  — The  patient  now 

resides  in  New  Vennal,  and  is  better 
anet  Herriot,  set.  40,  married.  Cal-  known  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Williamson. 
,  Jan.  21,  1836. — About  three  years  According  to  the  account  she  gave 
'  first  observed  a  small  tumor,  about  yesterday  to  Dr.  Craig  and  myself  for 
aise  of  a  common  pea,  situated  at  about  three  months  after  she  left  the 
e  of  nipple  of  lefl  mamma.  It  gra-  Infirmary  the  sore  of  breast  continued 
llj  increased  in  size,  its  growth  be-  to  increase  in  size,  and  her  general 
accompanied  by  occasional  attacks  health  to  decline.  When  the  sore  was 
lancinating  pain,  it  now  occupies  at  the  largest,  it  was  as  broad  as  the 
ot  one-half  of  the  gland,  being  mouth  of  a  tea-cup,  and  very  deep :  it 
ot  two  inches  and  a  half  in  dia-  had  the  same  foul  appearance  as  when 
»r.  It  is  bard,  and  pretty  regular  she  left  the  hospital,  and  yielded  a  thin 
ita  form,  and  moves  freely  on  the  dark-coloured  discharge,  which  she 
toral  muscle.  Three  weeks  ago  the  compared  to  moss-water,  and  which  was 
1  aorrounding  the  nipple  became  so  profuse  as  to  soak  through  the  dress- 
pped  and  ulcerated.  Ulceration  has  ings,  and  keep  her  clothes  constantly 
sad  considerably,  sore  now  measur-  wet :  the  foetor  was  loathsome  to  herself 
aboat  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  all  around  her.  At  this  period  she 
s  nipple  bas  been  absorbed,  and  sur-  bad  an  attack  of  dysentery,  which  re- 
ndin]^  integuments  are  of  a  livid  duced  her  strength  to  a  yevy  low  ebb, 
Eight  days  since  had  a  rigfor,  fol-  and  dried  up  the  sore ;  but  on  the  dy- 
ed by  pain,  swelling,  and  redness  sentery  subsiding,  the  discharge  retam- 
ig  the  lower  border  of  the  pectoral  ed.  About  ten  weeks  ago  she  vvas 
icle,  and  slight  enlargement  of  recommended  by  a  friend  to  apply  citrine 
[lary  glands.  Since  this  attack,  pain  ointment,  and  after  various  unsuccess- 
uneasiness  have  much  increased,  ful  attempts  to  procure  what  she  con- 
have  been  accompanied  by  a  de-  sidered  tlic  genuine  ointment  (for  she 
e  of  ieyerisbness.  Health  previously  was  particularly  warned  against  a 
d ;  tongue  whitish,  somewhat  florid  bastard  kind  of  it),  she  succeeded  in 
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procuring^  from  Dr.  Crai^  an  ointment        If  anj  further  evidence  of  tlie  ttilj 

with  which  she  was  satisfied,  and  which  cancerous  nature  of  the  disease  were  re^ 

was   the  unpient.  citrin.  dilut.  of  the  auired,  it  is  unfortunately  still  to  be 

Edinburgh    Pharmacopoeia.       On    the  found  in  the  state  of  the  g^lands  of  tbe 

application  of  this  ointment,  the  sore  axilla,  which,  I  regret  to  say,  have  tM 

heg-an  to  improve;  it  was  a  good  deal  much  of  the  characters  of  cancer.    That 

better  when  Dr.  Craii^  first  saw  it,  and  these   glands   will  not   hereafter  gife 

from  that  time  the  filling  up  and  cica-  trouble,  and  that  the  woman   can  be 

trization  of  the  sore  have  gone  on  with-  considered  as  free  from  all  risk  of  a  r&- 

out  interruption.     The  patient  ascribes  currence  of  the  disease,  it  would  be  null 

her  cure  partly   to  the    ointment  and  to  predict.    All  that  can  be  said,  in  tbe 

partly   to  her  ffood  nature,  which  she  meantime,  is,  that  a  cancerous  sore  of 

says'  she  was  always  confident  would  the  breast,  instead  of  going  on  from  bid 

carry  her  through.  to  worse  till  the  destruction  of  life,  after 

On  examining  the  breast,  the  cicatrix  spreading  to  a  certain  size  began  to 
left  by  the  sore  was  found  to  be  about  improve,  and  ultimately  healed,  the  pa- 
two  inches  in  diameter,  indurated,  and  tient  at  the  same  time  recovering  ber 
quite  flat.  No  ulceration  could  be  per-  health  and  strength, 
ceivod  upon  it,  but  in  the  centre  there  With  respect  to  the  remedies  which 
was  a  thin  crust,  which,  according  to  the  were  used,  the  patient  took  the  hy- 
patientfConsisted  of  the  ointment  applied,  d nod ic  acid  internally,  and  bad  poul- 
Dut  which  seemed,  in  part  at  least,  to  be  tices  and  citrine  ointment  applied  to  the 
formed  by  an  exudation  from  beneath,  sore.  The  bydriodic  acid  was  begun 
The  surrounding  parts  seemed  quite  soon  after  the  ulceration  commenced, 
healthy,  ^$eve^^  of  the  axillary  glands  and  was  continued  for  forty-two  davt ; 
were  enlarged  ;  one  of  them,  in  parti-  the  quantity  of  iodine  taken  being 
cular,  was  as  large  as  a  chesnut,  and  2460  ^ains.  The  iodine  appeared  as 
"very  hard.  No  trace  of  the  enlarged  usual  in  the  urine,  but  never  could  be 
lymphatic  vessels,  or  of  tbe  gland  above  detected  in  the  discharge  from  the 
tlje  clavicle,  could  be  discovered.  No  breast.  The  poultices  were  applied 
pain  or  any  other  uneasiness  is  felt,  ei-  during  the  early  stage  of  the  ulceration, 
ther  in  the  breast  or  the  axilla.  Her  and  the  citrine  ointment  was  not  re- 
gcneral  health  is  perfectly  good  ;  sorted  to  till  after  the  sore  had  spread 
strength  quite  restored ;  tongue  clean,  to  its  utmost  extent  What  share  these 
and  pulse  natural.  remedies  had  in  the  cure  which  was  ef- 

The  preceding  case  is  interesting,  as  focted,  or  whether  they  had  any  share 
establisning  that  a  genuine  cancer  of  in  it,  cannot  be  determined  by  the  re- 
the  mamma  docs  admit  of  being  cured,  suit  of  a  single  case.    Farther  experi- 
to  whatever  circumstances  the  cure  is  to  ence  of   their   effects  is  therefore  re- 
be  ascribed.   That  the  disease  was  really  quired;   and   while   the  acknowledged 
cancer  no  doubt  can  be    entertainedf.  inutility  of  all  other  remedies  will  ope- 
The  period  of  life  at  which  the  tumor  rate  as  an   inducement  to  make  fresh 
occurred,  its  progress,  and,  above  all,  trials,   it  cannot  fail  likewise    to  cast 
its  characters  cognizable  by  sight  and  doubt  in  the  meantime  on  the  probabi- 
touch,  were   such    as  could    leave  no  lity  of  their  success.— 1  remain,  sir, 
doubt  in  tbe  mind  of  any  person  in  the  Your  very  obedient  servant, 
habit  of  examining  such  cases,  as  to  the  Andrew  BuchanaH. 
true  nature  of  the  disease.                               Olaagow,  1 10,  St.  vincent-strcet. 

At  a  full  consultation  held  upon  the  '***^*  *^»  ^®*' 

case,  no  difference  of  opinion  was  ex-  -——----■——----———— ^—— 

pressed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease ;  '^  WHICH  ARE  THE  NERVES  OF 
out,  as  very  oflen  happens  in  the  ad-  TASTE  ?" 

vanced  stage  of  cancer,  while  one- half 

of  the  gentlemen  present  recommended  —not  tet  detbemined. 

that  the  woman  should  be  allowed  to  *~~* 

die  in  peace,  without  being  subjected  to  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gmxttie. 
the  pain  of  an  operation,  which  they  gj^ 

thought  would  only  accelerate  her  fate,  -  .'  i  r     i       », 

the  other  half  considered  it  right  to  give  ]}f    *    late  number    of   the    Medical 

to  her  whatever  chance  of  life  excision  Gazette*  you  have  given  msertion  to  a 
might  hold  out.  •  Prwent  vol.  ^  m. 
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pnpcr  by  Dr.  Alcock,  of  Dublin,  where-  tbe  popular  doctrine  ibat  tiste  was  onlj 

III   Uie  author  assumes  to   have  Jeter-  a   modification   of  common  sensation  ; 

mined  the  question  relative  to  the  nor-  but,  until  it  shall  appear  that  I  have 

vous  connexions  of  the  sense  of  taste,  been   aiiticinated  in    my  observations, 

I  pro)x»8c  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  I   must  claim  priority   in  havinir  de^ 

tbe  inferences  which  have  been  deduced  monstrated,  by   tbe  best  kind  o?  evi- 

Irum  tbe  experiments  narrated  in  this  dence,  that  "  taste  is  a  special  sensa- 

paper,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  to  me  tion." 

tbat  they  are  by  no  means  warranted  by  If  reference  be  made  to  the  Medical 

tbe  premises,  and  that,  as  some  of  them  Gazette  of  Oct.  25th,  1834,  a  paper  of 

are  totally  at  variance  with  recognised  mine  will  be  found,  wherein  the  follow- 

prmciples  in  physioIogfT,  we  must  look  in^  conclusions  are  assumed  to  be  war- 

Ibr  evidence  of  a  mucn  more  decisive  ranted,  from  previously  recorded  experi- 

character,  before    Dr.    Alcock  can  be  ments  upon  a  patient  labouring*  under 

allowed  to  have  determined  the  question  one   of  the   forms  of  facial  paralysis, 

**  which  are  the  nerves  of  taste  ?"  "  that  whilst  the  common  sensation  of 

Dr.  Alcock,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  one  half  of  the  tong'ue  was  annihilated, 

paper,  observes—*'!  feel    justified   in  ,  the  sense  of  taste  was  unimpaired.  Does 

drawing'  the  following^  inferences  from  not  the  above  case  decide  that  taste 

the  experiments  and  reasonin^j^  which  is  something*  more  than  a  modificatiou 

have  been  detailed  :   1st,  that  taste  is  a  of  common  sensation  ?     And  if  so,  must 

special  sensation  ;  2d,  that  it  enjoys  it  not,  as  in  the  case  of  smell,  be  depen- 

two  media  of  perception ;   3d,  that  its  dent  upon  a  specific  nervous  supply  ?'* 

media  of  perception  are  the  ^losso-pha*  In  the  Gazette  of  Nov.  21,  1835, 

ryngeal  nerves,  and  the  lingual  and  pa-  another  case  of  facial  paralysis,  which  I 

latine  branches  of  the  fifth  nerves;  4th,  had  investigated,  was  published,  and 

tbat  the  glosso-pharyn^eal  nerves  arc  the  following  remarks  occur  towards 

not  its  special  media ;  dth,  that  the  lat-  the  conclusion  of  the  paper.-^'*  These 

ter  nerves  both  are  sentient,  and  influ-  experiments  were  considered  to  render 

enoe  muscular  action;   and  6th,  that  it  clear  that,  in  this  case,   whilst  the 

tbe  spheno-palatine  ganglion  and  chor-  common  sensibility  of  the  led  half  of 

da  tympani,  have  no  influence   upon  the  tongue  was  but  little  impaired,  its. 

either  the  existence  or  perception  oftbe  specific  feeling  was  lost." 

aense."  These  cases,  then,  manifesting,  in  one 

With  the  firstof  these  propositions  I  instance,  loss  of  feeling  with   mainte- 

•ball  certainly  not  find  fault ;  but   I  nance  of  taste,  and,  in  tbe  other,  loss  of 

deny  tbat  it  is  proved  by  the  experi-  taste   with   maintenance  of  feeling,  it 

ments  of  Dr.  Alcock.    It  appears  to  me  will,  I  think,  be  generally  allowed  that 

that,  if  we  may  rely  upon  the  accuracy  the  inference    which    I   have   always 

4»f  bis  data,  *' taste"  is  not  a  special  drawn  from  them  is  warranted;  anal 

sensation,  inasmuch  as  it  is  dependent  rep^ret  that  in  asmming  to  have  deter- 

open  no  special  nerve,  but^associated  mined,  amongst  other  things,  that**  taste 

with  two  nerves  whose  main  functions,  is  a  special  sensation,"   Dr.  Alcock  has 

according  to  Dr.  Alcock,  are,  the  one  not  had  the  candour  to  refer  to  what 

for  **  muscular  action,"  and  the  other  had  been  previously  offered  to  the  pro- 

for  "  common  sensation ;"    just  as  if  fession  by  myself.     He  may  certain! v 

these  nerves  disposed  of  a  little  siiperflu-  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  full 

ous  endowment  to  produce  the  sense  of  share  which  I  have  had  in  the  discussion 

taste.     However,  that  taste  is  a  specific  of  this  question,  though  it  is  somewhat 

sensation,  and  not  a  modification  of  the  singular  that  he    should   have  shewn 

common  tactile  sensibility  of  the  tongue,  himself  to  be  well  acquainted  with  some 

I   consider  to  be  fairly  established  ;   I  of  my  suggestions^  and  yet  be  in  igno- 

believe  tbe  conclusion  to  be  fully  war-  ranee  of  the  facts  with   which   those 

ranted  by  certain  cases,  with  experimen-  mere    suggestions  have  been    accom- 

tal  investigations,  observed  by  the  pre-  panied. 

sent  writer,  first  published  in  the  Medi-  I  remarked  at  the  outset  of  the  pre- 

CAL  Gazette,  and  afterwards  appearing  sent  communication,  that  some  of  Dr. 

in  some  of  tbe  Continental  ana  Amen-  Alcock*s    inferences  were  at   variance 

can  journals.     I  assume  no  originality  with  principles  generally  reco^ized  in 

in  having  long  doubted  the  accuracy  of  physiology.     The  proofs  of  this  may  be 
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demanded.    Is  it  not,  then,  a  recoe-  humble  judgment,  unsound  and  falla- 

nized  principle  in  the  phjMologj  of  the  cious. 

nerrous  system,  that  a  simple  and  spe-  It  is  to  pathology,  and  to  morbid  ana- 

cial  function  must  have  but  one  simple  tomj,  that  I  look  for  the  ultimate  t»ettJe- 

nerve  for  its  manifestation?  and,  reci-  ment  of  this  matter.     Pathology,  I  con- 

procally,  that  a  nerve  whose  origin  is  sider,  has  proved  that  taste  is  a  tpeciml 

simple,  can  subserve  one  function  only  ?  sense,  and  I  expect  that  morbid  anatomy 

Let  Sir  C.  Bell,  and  other  leading  au-  will  hereafter  reveal  its  special  nerve. 

thorities,  decide  this  point ;  a  reference  I  am,  sir, 

may  readily  be  made  to  their  works.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Well,  but  Dr.  Alcock  infers,  in  the  se-  Daniel  Noble. 

cond  place,  that  taste,  which  he  allows  Manchester,  Nov. ».  18S6. 

to  be  a  special  nerve,  has  two  media  of 

perception ;  and,  thirdly,  that  these  me-  ' 

dia  are  the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerves  PREPARATION  OF  BROMIDE   OF 

and  certain  branches  of  the  fifth  pair ;  IRON 

and,  fourthly,  that  the   glosso-pharyii' 

ffeal  nerves  are  not  its  special  media,  ^  

thouffh  nerves  of  a  special  sense ;  and.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
fiflhly,  that  tlie  latter  nerves   (whose 

simplicity  of  origin  is  not  questioned)  ^''^i 

perform  two  functions — the  functions  of  I  hardly  know  whether  I  am  correct 

Doth  motion  and  specific  sensation.  in  troubling  you  with  the  following  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Squire's  note,  in  the  Gazette 

Without  proceeding  farther,  has  not  for  last  week ;  indeed,  the  relative  me- 

enough  been  said  to  shew  the  inconsist-  rits  of  the  bromide  and  iodide  of  iron 

ency  of  Dr.  Alcock's  inferences  with  are  not  of  sufficient  interest  to  justify 

some  of  the  best  established  principles  any  lengthened    consideration   of   the 

in  physiology  ?    But  it  will  be  contend,  matter  in  a  periodical  which  has  always 

od,  that  if  facts  disprove  the  correctness  subjects  of  vastly  higher  importance  to 

of  such  principles,  these  latter  must  be  introduce  to  its  readers, 

modifiea  so  as  to  accord  with  the  facts.  The  decomposition  of  the  bromide  of 

Most  aftsuredly ;  such  reasoning  is  un-  iron  will  be  exactly  proportionate  to  the 

exceptionable.     But  the  accuracy  of  the  purity  of  the  preparation,  and  this  will 

facts  themselves    must    first    be    esta-  depend  mainly  on  two  circumstances—- 

blished ;  and   that  Dr.  Alcock's  paper  the  state  of  the  iron  which  is  made  use 

furnishes  the  proofs  of  such  accuracy,  of,  and  the  accuracy  of  the  manipula- 

most,  I  conceive,  will  be  inclined  to  dis-  tion. 

allow.     I  do  not,  however,  propose  to  With   reference  to  the  first,  I  beg  to 

examine  seriatim,  and  in  the  detail,  the  remark  that  the   use  of  iron   filings  is 

▼arious  proceedings  which  were  adopted  extremely  objectionable,  even  when  se- 

in  this  gentleman's  experiments;  but  I  parated  by  the  magnet;  not  that  I  can 

protest  altogether,  and  in  the  wholesale,  suppose   that  a  wholesale  drug-vender 

against  the   possibility  of  coming^  to  would  even  make  use  of  this  simple  ar- 

certain  conclusions,  upon  such  a  subject,  tifice  to  produce  a  pure  article.    To  ob- 

by  mutilation  of  living  animals.     So  far  viate  any  chance  of  impurity  from  the 

as  such  experiments  could  be  considered  iron,  I  have  directed  fine  iron  wire,  in 

to  have  proved  any  thing,  those  of  Pa-  the  form  of  a  coil,  to  be  used, 

nizza    demonstrated   that   the   glosso-  There  is  also  an  important  point  to  be 

pharyngeal  was  the  nerve  of  taste,  to  observed  in  the  manipulation.     In  eva- 

whicn   conclusion    no    argument  from  porating  the  solution,  a  very  gentle  beat 

analogy  could  be  opposed;  but  shortly  must  be  used,  or  the  bromine  will  be 

afler  the  publication  of  their  perform-  separated  in  the  form  of  gas. 

ance  they  were  repeated  by  Mayo,  and  It  is  to  a  preparation  made  with  these 

with  contrary  results.    And  again.  Dr.  precautions  that  I  alluded  when  I  stated 

A.lcock*s  experiments  would  prove  Pa-  that  it  could  be  kept  in  a  state  of  soln- 

nizza  and  Mayo  alike  to  be  both  right  tion  for  weeks,  without  any  appreciable 

and  both  wrong.     I  must  reiterate,  the  decomposition     taking   place.      I   had 

whole  procedure,  as  a  means  of  "  deter-  made  a  series  of  careful  experiments  be* 

mining"  the  question,  is,  in  my  own  fore  I  presumed  to  send  you  my  paper, 
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•ome  of  them  yerified  by  repetition,  un-  therefore,    they    suffer    from   obstinate 

der  werj   unfavourable   circumstances;  constipation,  and  where  tbe  administra- 

and  as  to  any  attempt  on  the  credulity  tion  of  active  aperients  only  increases 

of  yoar  readers, no  man,  with  any  claim  the  distress,  it  is    most  important  to 

to  sanity,  would,  with  such  an  object,  ascertain  the  state  of  the  rectum,  and 

bare  communicated  bis  name  and  ad-  see   whether  some  insuperable  barrier, 

dress,  in   the  shape    of   hardened  foeces,    do 

A  coil  of  wire  will  certainly  render  the  not  present  itself.    The  inefi*ectual  at- 

solution  of  the  iodide  less  liable  to  de-  tempt  of  the  nurse  to  introduce  an  enema 

composition,  but  a  coil  of  wire  cannot  be  pipe  has  frequently  been  the  first  indica- 

sent  in  a  mixture  to  a  patient.     The  so-  tion  of  such  a  cause. 

lution  of  the  bromide  needs  no  such  pre-  Mrs.  S.  between  60  and  70  jears  of 

etLUUon,  if  originally  well  prepared,  a^e,  (who  had  been  for  some  time  pre- 

I  must  again  apoloirize  for  even  giv-  viously  bedridden)  told  me  that  for  some 

iug"  yoa  the  trouble  ot  reading  this  ;  in  days  she  had  suffered  most  excruciating 

fact  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the   rectum, 

to  me,  whether  the  iodide  or  bromide  which  came  on  at  tolerably  regular  iii- 

be   preferred.     I   had  observed  certain  tervals,    assuming    precisely  the    cha- 

advantag«s  occur  during  the  adminis-  racter  of  the  pains  of  parturition.      I 

tration   of  a  therapeutical  agent,  and  questioned  her  as  to  the  state  of  her 

having  good  reason  to  suppose  that  the  bowels,  and  she  told  me  that  they  were 

benefit  and  medicinal  preparation  stood  quite  open,  and   that  frequently  some 

in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect,  I  felt  loose  evacuation  came  away;    this  led 

jaslified  in  recording  the  same,  with  me  to  suppose  that  the  pains  mi^ht  be 

the    hope   that  publicity  would    elicit  produced  by  some  peculiar  irritation,  or 

tmth. — I  have  the  honour  of  subscribing  ulceration,  -^c.    As  she  was  very  rcluc- 

myself,  sir,  tant  to  be  examined,  I  prescribed  some 

Yours  very  respectfully,  medicine  calculated  to  relieve  pain.     I 

George  Kemp.  was  however  summoned  early  the  next 

Chchunt,  Dee«nber  «.  18M.  morning  and  told  by  the  daughter  that 

her  mother  had  had  a  most  dreadful 

P.S.— Mr.  S.  speaks  of  the  coil  of  nigrht,  with  "the  forcing  down  pains." 

wire  keeping  the  solution  in  a  niutral  Having  now  acceded  to  an  examination, 

state;  the  fact  is,  that  what,  for  brevity,  }  immediately  found  that  an  immense 

I   have  called  a  bromide  of  iron,  is  a  jard.  dry  ball  of  foeces,  was  making 

per-bromide.  fruitless  though  strong  attempts  to  pass 

the  anus,  which  was  greatly  dilated  ;  so 
much  so,  as  to  be  compared  to  nothing 

better  than  the  os  uteri,   when  pressed 

EXTRAORDINARY  „p^„   y.^    ^y^^    ^^^^^   ^f   ^^^   descending 

ACCUMULATION  OF  FiECES  fcctus,  and  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown 

,„  „g  piece  or  more. 

Mrs.  S.  being  veiy  thin,  and  the  sur- 

LOWER  PART  OF  THE  RECTUM,  rounding  parts   greatly  attenuated  by 

Br  James  Heygatb,  M.D.  pressure,  I  could  with  my  fingers  d is. 

1I.B.C.8.  London,  «id  Physician  to  the  Derby-  J"*^^^/  ^""^^^  ^^^ .^'^"^  f  ^»"«  ^'"^  .^.«"' 

shirc  General  Infirmary.  the   form  and  Circumference  of  which, 

^^^^_  was,  without  exaggeration,  similar  to 

the  head  of  a  full-grown  foetus. 

Am  occurrence  of  the  following  nature,  NotwithsUnding  her  exhausted  sUte, 

at  least  to  the  extent  mentioned,  does  nature  had    made  most  extraordinary 

not  frequently  happen,  and  when  it  does  efforts  to  dilate  the  anus  sufficiently  to 

it  must  be  attributed  to  neglect.     The  pass  this   hard   ball  of  clay,  which  it 

only  practical  advantage  to  oc  gleaned  resembled  both  in  colour  and  consistency. 

from  Its  recital,  is  to  put  physicians  on  After  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  possible 

their  guard   should   a  Hkc  occurrence  the  extent  of  the  accumulation,  I  with 

hefall  Uiem.    Much  distress  is  often  ex-  the  handle  of  a  tea-spoon  (having  no 

perienced  by  elderly  bedridden  patients  better  instrument  at  hand)  with  some 

from  a  similar,  though  lesser  evil,  of  this  difficulty    broke    down    the  mass  and 

sort;  many  of  whom   are  not  able  to  brought  it  away  piece-meal,  and  then 

detcribe  their  own  feelings.    Whenever,  ordered  an  eucma  to  be  administered. 
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which  efloctuallj  rrmortd  the  remainder. 
Strict  iiijuiicliuiis  were  enforcnl,  oulcii- 
laicd  lopreveiUHreciirrenceof  ihiscfil. 
I  ou^bt  to  liiTe  said,  that  un  exumi- 
nation,  wme  loose  reculent  matter  was 
found  to  pass  with  the  psins — it  etica|>c[l 
round  (he  sides  of  the  ball.  Thii  ap ' 
parent  actitm  of  the  bowels  iirerented, 
■II  Uic  first  instance,  all  >u»pici<in  of  the 
cause  of  the  ailment,  and  deceived  Iwth 
the  patient  and  mjself. 
Drtby,  Nm.KI,  1S». 


UETHOD  Of  OBSEUVINQ 


To  tht  Editor  of  tkt  Medical  GatelU. 


The  admir^le  4'muiwmtf  ■^Bftrmbcrg, 
of  the  fibrous  stnielure  of  the  brain, 
nut  having;  been  observed  in  tliis  cnjn- 
tty,  it  roaj'  be  iiitere«tiiiif  to  many  of 
}*<iur  readers  to  learu  in  what  manner  it 
Bay  be  seen ;  for  even  as  a  microscopic 
object,  a  mure  beautiful  and  delicate 
one  I  have  not  examined,  wbile,  in  a 
phjsiulo^cal  point  of  view,  its  hif^h  im- 
portance IS  evident  to  all. 

Tlie  braiu   which   I    examined   was 


Exp.  3. — I  now  carcfullj  cut  out  a 
small  long-iiudinal  piece  from  the  sania 
part  of  the  brvin,  laid  it  on  a  slip  of 
glass  with  a  little  water,  and  covered 
with  a  terv  ikin  plate  of  mica;  avoids 
iHjT  even  the  tUgktett  prantre.  Under 
the  same  aropfiticalion  the  eil|{es  ap- 
peared irregular,  but  Do  fibrous  charac- 
ters could  be  discovered.  I  now  charged 
the  instrument  with  a  power  equal  to  a 
single  lens  of  one-fiftieth  of  an  inch 
focus;  usiui;  a  fine  aefanimatic  object 
gloss,  with  all  aperture  of  bA".  1  could 
now  distiucllf  see  fibre  (indeed  the 
whole  mass  appeared  composed  of  it), 
but  I  conld  not  decide  whether  it  was 
tubular ;  nor  was  the  evidence  sufficient 
to  say  whether  thej  were  of  uniform 
diameter  throughout  their  length.  On 
placinif  a  diaphragm,  with  a  condenser, 
behind  the  stage  of  the  engiscope,  to 
the  light  pmperlj  through  them 


njliwiii— I  bodies*), 
1  wtm  eiMMnl,  wi'thouE  alfenB^  4m 
power,  to  see  the  enlargements  at  cer- 
tain intervals,  and  also  to  delerariiw 
that  the  fibre  was  tubular,  as  slicwn  iu 
the  figure.  The  tubes  near  the  edges 
having  separated,  their  atructurc  M'ai 
quite  evident. 


l,however,i]otbe  allowed  to  drjr. 
Exp.  1. — I  cut  a  thin  transverse 
section  of  the  tratlH*  opticu*  *,  and 
placed  it,  with  a  little  water,  between 
two  slips  of  glass,  using  a  slight  pres- 
sure.    When  this  was  placed  under  the 


;utieth   of 

inch  focus,  tbe  whole  appeared  as  com- 
posed of  a  granular  amoriihous  mass, 
lurrounded  b;  a  thin  transparent  mem- 
braoe.     On ...-.^ -.._.-__ 


t  broken  fibre,  but  the  evidence 
was  not  sufiicient  to  come  to  any  posi- 
tive conclusion ;  though  I  fcltcouviuced 
they  were  not  globular. 

*  Mr.   Unu  kIntllT  runililwJ  dh  irlih  lb* 


The  diameter  of  the  constricted  parii, 
I  find,  varies  from  l.l.''>00th  to  I-ltMOih 
of  an  inch. 

Hoping  the  above  will  be  useinl  i> 
enabling  otbera  to  verify  this  valuable 
discoverr,  I  remain,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Andbew  Phitchabh. 
20},  Blnnd,  D«.  7,  ISSi. 

•  StcllkrDKopIc  CiblBet,  p.  IM. 


POISONING  WITH  UNSOUKD  BACON.  415 

ACGouirr  OF  the  latb  cask  op  carelessness,  accident,  or  desig^.— I  am. 


sir. 


3IS0NIN6  WITH  UNSOUND  Yours  very  respectfully, 

BACON.  John  Tuurnam. 

Westminster  Hntpit«l« 
Dec.  11,  1836. 

*.  Eaitor  of  tU  M^icl  Ga»ue.  „jSd1S  S^MVa^S's'^a^.  W^tl 

glB,  minster  Hr»spita1,  NuFembcr  8tli,  as  a 

,  ^  ...  patient  of  Dr.  Brig'lit.    She  complained 

3  leave  to  correct  two  mwtakes  into  of  extreme  pain  in  the  epigastric  and 

h  the  reporter  for  the   Ttmes   has  Hgrht    hypochondriac    regions,     which 

a,  m  his  account  of  the  inquest  on  was  ereatly     affffravated  by  pressure, 

odyof  Caroline  Jones,  whose  death,  i^ith  almost  constant  and  profuse  diar- 

ttfj  were  of  opinion,  was  occasion,  rhoea;      some    tenesmus;    evacuations 

Y  eatragr  diseased  or  unwholesome  fluid,  watery,  and  deficient  in    biliary 

1,  and  which  report  has  been  trans-  matter.    There  was  considerable  ema- 

i  to  your  columns.     The  medical  ciation;    countenance    generally  pale; 

IS8  on   the  occasion   was    myself,  centre  of  each  cheek  flushed  ;  features 

^  V"t"'®rJJfP^'"'  ^^  IS  described  as  expressive  of  intense  suflering,    being 

;.  John  Thomas,  surgeon   to    the  drawn  into  a  sardonic  grin.     She  lay  in 

ital.      Again,  in  the  evidence  of  bed   on  the  right  side,  with  the  knees 

ard  Jones,  the  father  of  the  de-  drawn  up  to  the  abdomen.     Skin  rather 

d,  a  mistake  occurs.     Instead   of  hot  and  dry;  tongue  very  dry,  covered 

'*'^j«  o  ^?"®  ^"*  r  *  with  a  thin  brown  coating;  lips  parched, 
ger  child,"  &c.  it  ought  to  have  and  rough;  pulse  very  frequent,  small, 
,  "the  deceased  had  gone  out,"  &c.    and  wiry  ;  thirst  excessive. 

the  case   is  one  of  some  interest        a       %>•    j  _  •     t   u        i.     ^ 

^.^ -. ^  '    ^  ^  A'      I       1       •  r        App.  Himd.  XX.  region!  Hypochond. 

mportance  in  a  medico- legal  point  dcxt 

ew,  and  as  the  medical  historv,  as  r  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta,  gr.  v.    Pulv.  Ipe- 

I  HI  evidence  was  necessarily  brief  cac.  Comp.  gr.  vij.  M.  ft  pulvis  sta- 

lefective,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  timsamend. 

shing  you  with  a  more  detailed  ac-  9th.-R  Pulv.'  Cretse  Co.  3j.  Hydrai|?. 
t  of  the  symptoms  and  ;>o«M»orf«ii  c.  Creta,  3j.  Pulv.  Ipec.  Co.  3s«. 
irances.  M.  ft.  pulveresyviij.  Capt  j.  ter  quo- 
tas gratified  to  find  that  the  view  tidie. 

b  you  have  expressed  of  the  case  jhis  treatment  was  persisted  in,  with 
>ar  editonal  capacity,  is  the  one  but  very  temporary  relief;  the  leeches, 
«cmed  most  satisfactory  to  my  own  i„  diminished  number,  being  repeated 
.although  I  must  observe  that,  at  at  intervals  of  from  two  to  seven  days, 
lisscction,  there  were  some  gentle-  Q^e  of  the  most  prominent  symptoms 
including  one  ofthe  physicians  to  at  this  period  was  the  extreme  thirst ; 
ospital,  who  re^rded  the  appear-  the  quantity  of  milk  and  water,  of  bar- 
as  the  result  sirapljj  of  continued  ley  and  toast-water,  that  she  consumed, 
,  with  severe  abdominal  complica-  being  excessive. 

These  gentlemen,  however,  had  ,q..      p^^  vh^a  .;«: 

[  believe,  watched  the  progris  of  l»th.-Rep.  Himd.  viij. 


™     On  the  other  hand,  it  has  R  Hydraig.  Submuriat.gr.  j.Opii,^.;^. 

and  I  think  not  without  reason,  ^'  "•  P'*"^'  ^^  ^^^^^^^  «"'"*"^- 

58tcd,  that  the  severity  of  the  symp-  2ad.— App.  Emp.  Canth.  Epigast. 

was  such  as  to  lead  to  the  idea  A  day  or  two  after  this  a  little  im- 

mineral,  rather  than   an   animal  provement  appeared  to  be  taking  place ; 

a  ;  and  allusion  was  particularly  the  pain  became  less  severe,  and,  indeed, 

to  the  possibility  of  the  bacon  gradually  left  her,  but  she  still  suflfered 

g  been  cooked  in  a  dirty  copper  from  extreme  tenderness.    The  counte- 

I.     At  my  suggestion,  therefore,  nance  became  less  expressive  of  suflTer- 

ular  inquiry  was  directed  to  this  ing,  and  the   cheeks  Jess  flushed ;   the 

at  the  inquest,  but  there  did  not  tongue  wasclcaner,  and  the  appetite  im- 

T  to  be  the  least  ground  for  sup-  proved  so  much  that  she  asked  for  ani. 

X  that  any  mineral  poison    bad  mal  food,  and  was  allowed  a  mutton- 

Introduced  into  the  meat,  either  by  chop.      The  pulse  became  fuller,  softer, 
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and  less  frequent.    The  diairhoea  still  present  in  the  pelvic  cavitj.    The  ae- 

continued,  but  in  a  less  severe  de^p^e.  senteric  glands  were  enlarf^ed,  and  pie- 

About  the  29th  or  30th  of  November  sented  an  increased  vascularit  j ;   opoi 

she  was  rather  suddenly  taken  worse ;  bein^  cut  into,  they  reminded  one  moit 

the  pain  and  tcndemess  upon  pressure  of  the  character  of  a  fine  erectile  tiswe. 

returned  with  increased  severity ;  every  The  other  abdominal   viscera  did  m( 

symptom  was  greatly  aggravated ;  slight  present  any  abnormal  appearances. 

delirium  came  on  ;  the  countenance  was  

anxious  and  sunken,  the  features  being  thE  LANCET  WISEACRES 

occasionally  distorted  ;  some  strabismus 

gradually  sank,  and  shd  died  Dec.  2d.  LABOUR. 

Inspection  of  the  body,  }  6  hours  after  — 

cfffoM.— Brain  healthy.     Thoracic  vis-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gmzeiie. 
cera  free  from  disease,  with  the  cxcep-  ^^^ 

tion  of  a  few  crude  tubercles  dispersed  ^  t'  wj*.       r^i.   ▼  •  ««       > 

through  the  lungs,  which  organs  were  ^?t'^  '5®  Editor  of  the  Lancet  iable«(l 

also  rither  congested.  ^\^»»  *  <*"«  «»'"^'  «/  1"»  corr«p«id. 

Abdomen.  ^The  stomach  contoined  f"^  *^«  columns  of  that  publicatiM 

from  one  to  two  pinte  of  a  rather  thick  ^f  ^?  "^"«  room  to  doubt ;  but  we  were 

glairy  fluid,  consisting  of  coagulated  chariUbl^  enough  inclined  to  considef 

milk,  bile,  and  mucus"  its  tunics  were  ^^  mwrtion  of  Mr.  B^Hand's  letter  » 

rather  attenuated ;    the  mucous  lining  f ,  "^"^  oversight,  and  laughed  at  the 

soft  and  grey,  having  a  layer  of  viscii  l'^"^*'  accordingly ;  for  we  eonsideivd 

mucus  adherent  to  it.    There  was  ob-  'J^  ^^^^^  '^^^  *  sufl^jient  ipdieatioa  rf 

viously    increased    vascularity  of  this  the  slate  of  the  writer  s  mmd,  nor  for  a 

organ,  chiefly  affecting  the  capillaries  moment  imapned  that  a  prodactraa  in 

an^    smaller  arterial  branches  of  the  which  there  is  neither  a  connected  aen- 

cul  de  sac,  and  greater  curvature.     The  ^l^^  "^'*  *  »*"«  *^,f '  <»"*<*  ^'^'^^  ""«* 

duodenum    was    considerably    dilated,  ^""^^   *    "^P^J^'     ^^   •PP*"  ^«  *«• 

with  decided  thinning  of  its  parietes ;  ^ISJfi^'       .  r  ^  x-         *.  i%  i 

its  mucous  surface  hacTaregulaflymaml  ,   The  serious  refutation  of  poor  RoJ- 

millated   api>carance,  dependent  appa-  ^*"^  »  proposition  by  two  separate  em^ 

rently  upon  hypertrophy  of  iu  mucous  respondente  in  the  Lancet,  is  too  absorb 

follicles ;  there  was  also  a  diff-used  blush  ^"  ^^"^^^  *%r  **^»J""«'  P»«?«*  ^T?' « 

of   redness    in    this    membrane.      No  ?*^"^«-  ^  P^  ^^J"**"^.  ^JS^V^J  ^(  *!* 

farther    morbid   appearances  were  de-  *«'•!"€' of  these  obstetric  Quixotes  is  l^ 

tected    in    the   smiU     intestine,    until  resistibly  comic ;  nor  is  the  triumphwt 

approaching  within  about  twelve  inches  sel^ratulation  of  the  second  less  ndi. 

of  the  coecum,  when  irregularly. shaped  ^"[^'"f:   This  latter  hero  inform,  us,  la a 

patches  of  ulceration  were  met  with  in  °ote,  that  in  the  Arm^  the  opportumtitt 

the    mucous    membrane;    these    were  of  obstetric  observation  are  necessarily 

seated  chiefly  in  the  side  of  the  gut,  "'SV    ^ hat  can  the  man  mean  ? 

opposite  to  tlie  attachment  of  the  me-  ,  ^^   recommend   the    Editor  of  the 

sciitery,  and  became  larger,  and  deeper,  ^*"^«'  to  suppress  the  names  of  his  fa- 

and  more  numerous,  as  the  coecum  wa^  ***"■«  coutributoi^  from  Fort  Clarence. 
approached.     Ulcers  were  also  met  with  ^   We  remain,  sir, 

in  the  ascending  and  transverse  pordons  ^®"'"  ^^^^S!^^  servants, 

of  the  colon,  but  the  remainder  of  the       -,,,„.,,  pk..i,.«.  ®*  THaM. 

1  ....         •i.j*         ^1  Fort  Pitt,  cnatnaxn, 

large  intestine,  including  the  rectum,  Dec.  vi»  1838. 

was  healthy      One  of  the  ulcers  in  the        ^^his  letter  has  been  duly  anthenti- 

leum,  situated  in  the  angle  formed  by  ^atcd.    It  may  be  necessary  fSr  the  infoJ. 

that  gut  with  the  cajcum,liad  produced  ,„ation  of  our  readers  to  add,  that  Mt 

a  ncrforation  of  the  canal,  and  this  had  Rolland's,  of  Fort  Clarence,  suggestion  fias 

led  to  a  peritonitis,  affecting  the  serous  to  divide  the  perincnm  at  once  whenerer 

covering  of  the  lower  half  of  the  abdo-  it  offered  any    obstacle  in  parturition! 

minal  viscera,  those  being  covered  in  Fort  Clarence,  it  is  well  known,  is  the 

many  ]il:iccs   with    flakes  of  recently-  place  where  officers  of  the  Annv,  wbe 

formed  false  membranes,  and  about  half  aje  "  under  observation,**  are  conAned.— 

a  pint  of  scro-albumiiious  fluid   being  Ed.  Gax.] 
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PHYSIOLOGY  OF  SALIVATION.  bad  suffered  no  mercurial  stimulaticm 

antecedent  to  its  increased  action.     In 

""""  the  above  theory  it  is  not  stated  that 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, .  such  stimulation's  the  sole  or  necessary 

cause  of  exaltation  of  function. 

Sm,  It  is  easy  to  demolish  theories — it  is 

Permit  me  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  an  easy,  even  in  the  absence  of  facts,  to 

article  entitled  the  "  Physiologfy  of  Sa-  substitute   others  in  their  room.       Far 

livation,*'  which  appeared  in  your  uum-  be  it  from  me  to  attempt  the  solution  of 

ber  for  Nov.  26,  1836.  a  question  so  difficult  as  the  phjrsioloffy 

The  author,  in  explanation   of  this  of  salivation — a  question  which  inv(»lveJ» 

phenomenon,  proposes  a  theory  which  is  the  inquiry  as  to  the  modus  operatifli  of 

novel,    and   somewhat   ingenious.      It  Biercury  on  tbc  human  body. 

may  be  briefly  stated  thus : — The  pan-        y  venture,  however,  to  throw   out  a 

creas  stimulated  to  increased  action  by  conjecture  as  to  its  immediate  cause — a 

the  internal  administration  of  mercury,  conjecture  which  appears  to  me  to  de- 

poars   forth   in   profusion   its    peculiar  rJ^e  support  from  the  oixler  of  superven- 

secTCtion.    After  a  time  it  falls  into  a  tion  of  the  patholo^cal  conditions,  and 

•aUle  of  atony,  and  is  unable  to  secrete  from    analog'ical    reasoning,   which    is 

eren  its  usual  quantity.    But  the  full  just,  and  apparently  conclusive. 

amount  of  pancreatic  fluid  is  elaborated        x^e  symptoms  attendant  on  a  case  of 

in  the  blood.     To  prevent  the  ill  effects  salivation   may   be   arranged   in   three 

which  would  arise  from  its  accumula-  divisions.     They  are  developed  m  the 

lion,  tbc   salivary  glands,  already  uu-  following  order:— 

Bsally  excited  by  mercurial  stimulation,        |,  <«  Slight  tenderness  and  tumefaction 

take  on  increased  action,  and  pour  forth  of  the  gums,  which  acquire  a  pale  rose 

the  pancreatic,  or  some  analogous  fluid,  colour,  except  at  the  edges  surrounding 

TYnm  is  the  physiology  of  salivation.  the  teeth,  wficre  they  are  deep  red.  The 

Of  the  many  obiections  which  might  mouth  becomes  sore ;  the  tongue  swol- 

be  UTged  against  this  theory,  it  is  suffi-  len. 

cient  to  mention  two.  1.  Salivation  2.  The  salivary  glands  become  tender 
may  be  excited  bv  mercury  apnlicd  ex-  and  swollen ;  the  saliva  and  mucus  of 
ternally,  long  before  the  chain  of  the  mouth  flow  abundantly. 
aeqaences  suimosed  above  can  be  esta-  3,  If  the  use  of  mercury  be  continued, 
Uuhed.  2.  The  pancreas  is  regarded  aggravation  of  the  ist  division  of  the 
by  physiologists  as  analogous  in  struc-  symptoms ;  the  gums  slough,  the  teeth 
Uire  and  functions  with  the  salivary  j^op  out,  and  there  is  necrosis  of  the 
fflands.  Admitting,  then,  that  exalta-  alveolar  processes*." 
Son  of  the  action  of  an  organ  is  followed  Distinct  conditions  are  marked  out  by 
bj  depression,  the  salivary  glands  hav-  the  first  and  second  division  of  these 
ing  suflTered  during  salivation  from  con-  symptoms.  The  1st  division  indicates  in- 
tinned  excitement,  will,  after  a  time,  flammatiou  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
become  atonized,  and  probably  the  the  mouth  ;  the  2d,  inflammation  of  the 
qoantity  of  their  secretion  will  be  diini-  salivary  glands.  It  is  evident,  then, 
nisbed.  But,  according  to  the  above  that  salivation  occurs  subsequently  to 
I  theorv,  the  full  amount  of  salivary  fluid  the  inflammation  of  the  buccal  mucous 
''  Hill  be  elaborated  in  the  blood.  Inju-  membrane.  Analogy  favours  the  con- 
rious  effects  would  ensue  from  its  accu-  jecture  that  this  inflammation  is  its  im- 
mulation ;  it  must  have  egress  through     mediate  cause. 

lome  channel.  The  pancreas,  which  What  doctrine  of  pathology  is  more 
now  will  have  recovered  its  tone,  seems  firmly  established  than  this — that  in- 
well   adapted   for   the  purpose;    it  is    flammation   of  glandular  structures  is 


Ahtts  tnere  win  oe  aiwruciic  uiBvuar|;c9  mtis,  the  mesenienc  gianus  lu  ciiu^nus, 

of  aalirarjT   and    pancreatic  fluids  for  ^c.    Can  we  refuse  to  apply  this  doc- 

erer.    This  is  absurd. 

It  may  be  objected  to  the  case   I        «  pereira's  Lectures,  M buical  Oahttb,  vo). 

bave  just  proposed—that  the  pancreas  zvHi«i  p*  ^^^ 

^-M.  2  E 

472.'— XIX. 


\.- 
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trine   to  the  case  in  Question  ?      Tbe  fanticide  ?  —  for,  in  accordance  with 

analof^j  is  too  jioivcrfui  to  be  rejected.  Icfi^al  phraseology,  it  mifrbt  impljr  tbe 

Af^ain;  stimulants  taken  into  the  mouth  murder  of  any  person  under  the  afpeof 

induce     temporary     salivation ;      and  ouc-and-tweuty.  An  interesting' ineaiflD- 

finally,  Bicbat  has  shewn  that  stimula-  leg^l  report  on  a  Case  of  9uppotedI%' 

tion  exerted  on  the  surface  of  relation  fanticide  is  ^vcn  by  Ai.  Scnneider,  of 

with  which  g'laiids  communicate,  is  the  Fulda,    roramunicated    by    M.  Marc: 

natural  mode  of  excitement  of  these  after  which  comes  a  short  case  of  Sitf* 

organs.  nosed  Poisoning — but  actual  suicide,  re- 

The  conjecture,  then,  that  salivation  latcd  by  M.  Bouti^y.     We  are  f^ 

is  a  consequence  of  inflammation  of  the  also  to  And  that  tbe  Editor  begins  to 

mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  is  not  look  to  our  Eng'lish  books  for  materia) 

unfounded.     'J'his,  however,  advances  in   this  department:    he  ba^  extracted 

us  but  a  little  way  in  our  inquiry.    The  from  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor's  "  Elements** 

question   meets  us  as  to  the  cause  of  that  f^entleman's  remarks  on  the  cmut 

tne  development  of  this  inflammation,  of  death  hy  hanging. 
To  treat  on  this  sul>jcct  at  length  would         These,    tof^ether  with  the   Varieiin 

require  more  space  than  I  could  presume  and  Bibliography,  make  up  a  nnmbcrof 

to  occupy  in  your  journal.  considerable  value.    We  shall   give  a 

I  remain,  sir,  more  satisfactory  account  of  some  of  tbe 

Your  obedient  servant,  contents  hereafter. 

Z.  

December  6, 183G. 

A    Medical  Vocabulary;    or^  Exph- 

nation  of  all  namesy  synonymes^  terms 

ANALYSES andNOTTCESof BOOKS.        V^^  phrases,  used  in  Medicine  amd 

Surgery,  and  the  relative  branches  of 
Medical   Science.      By  a  MepicaL 

••  L'Auleur  se  lue  •  allonger  ce  que  le  lecleur  te  PRACTITIONER.     Edinburgh,  1836, 

tue  a  abr6ger.'* — 1)*Alicmbbrt.  mi  •      •  <.  i*a^i  i    .r 

This  IS  a  very  neat  little  manual,  of 

which   the  junior  student    or  general 

Annales  d' Hygiene  publique  et  de  Mi-  reader    may    avail    himself   with    ad- 

decine  legale.    No.  XXXII.  vantage.    There  is  a  deficiency  of  good 

_  1         /.   1      ^       t  word-books  in  our  language,  the  two 

The  new  number  of  the  Annales  con-  ^^  three  hitherto  published  being  lirgtf 

tains  several  excellent  articles,  of  some  ,ha„  need  be,  and  not  so  complete  afcr 

of  which   we  can  at   present  do  little  ^n  ^g  their  goodly  bulk  would  lead  oiie 

more  than  mention  the  names.  ^  expect.     Tbe  Vocabulary  does  not 

On  Smcide,  as  tt  prevails  at  the  pre-  ^j^ke    great  pretensions,  but  what  h 

sent  period,  hy  M.   Brouc,  is  an  ela-  professes  to  be,  it  is— a  useful  book  of 

borate  naper,    m   the    composition    of  reference  for  the  student. 

which  the  author  has  availed  himself 

of  extended  and  varied  resources.     The  ~ ' 

Z^\Cr't,i'^^h^''P'l'^nr:^e     MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

spread    of    Venereal   Disease.      Afler  Saturday,  December  17,  1836. 

which    we    have    Metuoirs    by     MM.  

Rengi,  Santi,  and  Kuhlmann,  on  dif-       „ , ,    .        ,.      ,,_*.,         .wi  j.    i.^ 
r       ^       1'     *      c\        -y  ^Icet  omnlbuM,  licet  etiam  mlhl,  dlgnlUUv 

ferent  subiects  of  hygiene.  ^,^,-,  3;^,-^.  j„„| ,  „^t„j„  ^^^  ^^'j^^,  ^ 

In  the  department  of  legal  medicine,  publicum  »itp  dicendi  perlculum  non  recuao." 
we  have  two  able  papers  by  M.  Ollivier  Ciciro. 

d*Angers  and  Professor  Froriep,  of  Ber-  

lin,  on  the  determination  of  the  ques-  PA  RE  NT-DUC  HATE  LET'S  WORK. 

tion —  What  is  properlu  to  be  considered 

a  new-boni   r^Ai7flf?-an  inquiry  ex-  furthee  obseevatiok.. 

tremely  necessary  to  be  made  in  refe-  j^  js  the  merit,  or  the  demerit,  of  thk 

rence  to  the  French  and  German  cnmi-  .       1  1  *    u        —**•***. 

nal   codes.     In  this  country  a  similar  "iigular  work  to  have  matter  mit  to  at. 

question  might  not  improperly  be  pro-  tract  every    class    of    readers.      Tbe 

posed — What,  strictly  speaking,  is  In-  statesman  (occupied  only  with  ttiiom 
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■abjects),   the  careless  loungfer  in  the  recoFercd  their  vigour  and  health  ader 

eoflee-bouse,  the   p^ravc  physician,  the  a  mercurial  course :  it  is  ohscrvcd  also, 

idle   profligate,  the  kind-henrted  lover  that  the  fattest  arc  among  the   oldest 

of  his  species,    and   the    hardened    in  women  of  the  town,  and  consequently 

▼ice — all   may  find  something  in  it  to  of  the  numhcr  of  those  who  hare  been 

mrrest  their  attention.     This  variety  of  most  frequently  under  treatment;   and 

information  it  is,  together  with  the  un-  the  conclusion  accordingly  appears  to  be 

reserved  and  candid  manner  of  the  au-  rigorously  drawn.      Nor  have  physiolo^ 

thor,  which   has  given  the  last  legacy  ffi*t«  been  wanting  to  countenance  the 

of  Duchatelet  such   vogue  in  the   Pa-  supposition.     Some  have  attributed  it  to 

risian  talons,  and  must  confer    on   it  the  effect  of  mercury  on  the  lymphatic 

notoriety,  at  least,  wherever  it  circulates,  system ;  and  one  wiseacre  even  went  so 

Wc  gave  a  brief  general  view  of  the  far  as  to  recommend  that  animals  intend- 

production  in  our  last :  in  our  present  ed  for  the  market  should  he  fattened  by 

lotice  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  cer-  a  course  of  mercury ! 

tain  parts  of  it  which  are  more  imme-  Parent- Duchatelet  inquired  into  the 

diately  professional.      The    third   and  phenomenon  without  begging  the  ques- 

foartb  chapters,  for  instance,  are  of  this  tion.     lie  first  endeavoured  to  ascertain 

nature;  treating  expressly  of  physiolo-  whether  it  was  a  fact  that  tliose  who 

gical   and    pathological   considerations  took  most  mercury  were  most  stout :  and 

reelecting  the  prostitutes  of  Paris ;  also  he  soon  found  that  there  was  no  relation 

tbe  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  chapters,  whatever  between  mercury  and  fatness 

on  tbe  sanitary  measures  adopted  by  the  as  cause  and  efiect.     lie  even  met  with 

French   government  in   carrying    into  several  instances  of  women  who  never 

effect  tbeir  extraordinary    scheme    ot  had  contracted  syphilis,  or  who  had  not 

mymnizing  vice,  as  it  has  been  called.  had  the  disorder  for  many  years,  yet 

Some  of  the  questions  discussed  by  were  of  extraordinary  obesity.  The  true 

tbe  author,  relative  to  certain  bodily  pe-  cause,  as   the  author    suggests,    is  to 

coliarities  of  these  public  women,  are  be  found  in  the  idle  inactive  life  led  by 

Cnrious,  but  their  interest  does  not  rest  prostitutes,  together  with  the  abundance 

there:  they  involve  some  very  intricate  of  aliment  which  they  consume. 

physiological    considerations,     and    in  Another  peculiarity  is  the  change  of 

that  point  of  view  are  deserving  of  more  voice  noticed  in  certain  prostitutes.     A 

particular  notice.  hoarse  masculine  tone  is  contracted,  and 

Of  this  description   is   the   account  it  has  been  attributed  by  some  to  cir- 

which  is  here  given  us  of  the  plumpness  eumstances  conn(  cted  with  their  sexual 

I  —tbe  embonpoint — of  the  personnel  of  habits — their  loose  profligate  debauchery 

prostitutes.     Excessive  fatness  even   is  causing  them  to  lose  that  delicacy  of 

•bserved   in  a  great  number  of  these  intonation   properly   belonging  to   the 

females,  and  many  reasons  have  been  female.       Our   author  is   not  satisfied 

i-  iuigned  for  that  condition    of    body,  with  this  explanation ;  though  we  con- 

^  The  most  common   opinion  has  been,  fess  we  should  require  stronger  reasons 

that  it  is  occasioned  by  tbe  repeated  use  than  he  gives  us  before  we  would  yield 

of  mercury;  and  several  circumstances  the  impression  we  entertain  that  there 

seem  to  have  contributed  to  the  notion,  is  some  connexion  between  the  abuse  of 

It  has  been   seen,  for  example,    how  the  sexual  character,  and  the  alteration 

quickly  women  who  have  been  reduced  of  tbe  vocal  organs :  his  idea  is,  that  it 

lo  extreme  leanness  by  syphilis,  have  is  owing  to  repeated  drunkenness,  and 
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the    chills    to    which    these   unhappy  dies  which  are  immediateljr  coimeetc^ 

wretches  are  exposed.      Here,  however,  with  their  mode  of  life;   and,  2,  tboR 

we  doubt  whether  his  conclusions  have  which  arc  common   to  them  with  odicr 

been    gathered  in  his   usual   cautious  women.     Of  the  first  description  tic^ 

manner.  uterine  hoemorrhag'cs,  tumors  of  the  es- 

We  are  obliged  to  pass  over  several  temal  organs,  recto-vaginal  fistulte,  ei» 

curious  subjects  of  inquiry — relative  to  cer  of  the  womb,  convulsive  diseafO, 

the  colour  of  the  hair  and  eyes  more  or  and  mental  alienation.     In  the  seeool 

less  frequent  with  prostitutes  (considered  category  he  places  syphilis  ;   and  pio^ 

of  course  as  indicative  of  their  tempera-  bably  to  many  readers  the  details  givei 

ment) — their    stature  and   general   ap-  respecting  the  latter  disease  will  seoi 

pearancc  :    these  we  must  leave  undis-  the  most  valuable  in  the  whole  work, 

turbed  in  the  volumes,  to  be  explored  We  gave  some  account  last  week  of 

by  readers  who  take  a  special  interest  in  the  police  arrangements  which  exist  ii 

such  researches.     Nor  can  we  dwell  on  Paris  relative  to  the  registering  and  vi- 

thc  remarks  made  by  the  author  respect-  siting  the  Jilles  pubtiquet.     It  may  be 

ing  the  state  of  the  sexual  organs  in  proper  to  add  some  further  particnlan 

the  prostituSet ;  the  subject   is   one  of  regarding  the  mode  in  which  the  visili 

much    importance    in    a    medico-legal  are  managed.    They  are  conducted  by 

point  of  view,  but  cannot  well  become  the   physicians    of  the    dispensary  in 

a    topic   in    our  present  summary    of  three  different  ways  :— 

Duchatelet's  labours.  1.  The  most  general  practice  is  for 

There  are  few  opinions  more  gene-  the  women  to  come  to  the  dispensary  to 

rally   received   in   the    medical  world,  he  inspected  ;  this  they  are  obliged  ts 

than  that  of  the  Mterility  of  prostitutes ;  do  twice  a  month.    The  act  of  inspe^ 

but  it  does  not  stand  the  test  of  fact,— «  tion  is  performed  with  great  adroitneM: 

it  proves  to  be  an  exaggeration.     It  is  the  person  examined  is  placed  nr  ■> 

true  that  the  number  of  accouchments  fauteuil  Slevi  d  dot  renversi.     £acb1D^ 

which  take  place  amongst  them  is  much  dical  attendant  may  thus  vint  25  women 

less  than  what  might  be  expected  from  in  an  hour,  entering  the  results  of  his*! 

BO  many  women  of  between  18  and  25  observation  at  the  same  time  in  the  i«- 

years  of  age;  but  when  we  find,  on  re-  gisters. 

ferring  to   the  register  of  the   Bureau  2.  At  the  establishments  of  the  (fffsMf 

des  Mocurs,  from  1817  to  1822,  an  ave-  de  mauon^  visits  take  place  onceawceki 

rage  of  about  51  accouchments  annually,  or  four  times  a  month.     Each  mediril 

while  at  the  Hopital  des  Veneriens,  at  man  belonging  to  the  dispensary  htf 

the    prison,    and    the    Matemitc,    the  his  particular  district.     The  hour  of  vi- 

average  is  above  63,  to  which  we  should  siting  being  fixed,  all  the  women  tra 

add  the  seven  or  eight  deliveries  which  obliged  to  be  present     The  results  of 

occur  yearly  at  the  private  residences  of  the  inspection   are   recorded  as  in  tbft 

some  of  the  women, — who  shall  say  that  former  case. 

prostitutes  are  sterile  ?    Nay,  we  ought  3.  Another  system  of  visiting  takes 

to  take  into  account  a  certain  number  place  at  the  depdt  of  the  prefectore  sf 

of  abortions  likewise,  not  inconsidera-  police.     This  dep6t  is  a  sort  of  prison, 

bic   neither,  but  regarding  which  the  perhaps  somewhat  resembling  oursti- 

statistical  returns  are  not  exact.  tion-bouscs.     It  is  a  temporary  place  of< 

In  treating  of  the  diseases  of  prosti-  detention  for  persons  taken  up  diiriiy 

tutcs,  the  author  notices — 1,  those  mala-  the  night  for  robbei/,  breaches  of  tkt 
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peace.  Sec;  end  UDoug  the  priaonen 
>re  genenJlj  found  a  number  of  fillet 
fuhlique*.  These  are  lodged  in  a  sepa- 
nte  room  ;  and  it  ii  customarjr  not  ro 
•uflcr  Ihem  to  leare  the  place  till  their 
•tale  of  hralth  is  ascertained.  The 
pncticc  ia  the  more  nucGssarj',  as  these 
proatitute*  are  ofUn  found  to  belong' 
to  the  class  denomiuatcd  intauiuiiei, 
and  who  have  thus  escaped  regular  in. 
■pectioD  previouslj'.  A  surgeon  from 
the  dispensarj',  therefore,  makes  his  vi- 
sit to  the  depdt  evcrjr  morning',  and  en- 
teia  the  particulars  in  fais  Journat. 

Such  were  the  sources  from  wktcb 
U.  Parent- Ducbalelct  drew  bis  statis- 
tica  of  syphilitic  disease.  From  the 
dispensary-  registcrf  in  particular  he 
vras  enabled  to  gutlier  facts  dcnioiislra- 
five  of  the  frequeucj-  of  venereal,  as 
well  ai  of  those  coiidiliuiis  of  the  wo- 
men most  apt  to  contract  it.  The  fol- 
lowing table  will  sbow  some  of  Uie 
results.  Suppose  we  desire  to  know  llie 
frtquenc,v  of  vcJicrcal  maladies  occur- 
ring in  the  whutc  pnnililule  population 
of  Paris,  comprising  Ibn^  in  tlie  pri- 
■ODs  and  hospitals,  we  have  the  folluw- 
hig  proportions : — 


tlioce  women  who  live  io  the  moiioN* 
publiquet,  as  well  as  for  those  who 
tliuugb  liring  iioUei,  hare  alwajsbeea 
under  obse  rva  tioi). 

In  Uilph  uU. 


lii 


Id  1812 
1813 


IW7 
1838 
1829 
183U 


]I  will,  however,  he  desirable,  in  or- 
der the  better  to  comprehend  the  re- 
■ulla  of  ibe  sanitary  surreillnnce,  to 
c^bwrfe  ■eparatcly  tlic  niurus  made  for 


I82(i 
\S-2S 
19-39 
1830 


How  very  different  these  results  ap- 
pear' At  first  sight  it  would  seem  as 
if  ibe  women  in  l\ie  maiiout  pubUqnet 
were  bj  far  the  more  infected  set,  and 
the  more  dangerous,  as  tending  to 
spread  the  disorder.  But,  as  Parent- 
Duchalelct  observes,  there  are  a  eonsl* 
dcrahle  number  of  tbc  iialfet  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  account — those,  for  ex. 
ample,  wLo  are  more  properly  thieves  (eo- 
Uutet),  who  use  tbc  veil  of  pruslitiitioD 
only  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ou  their 
trade  more  successfully— also  another 
class  "  CCS  vioUes  Giles  laides  dccr^pilea 
et  dcgoillantcs,  qui  ec  designeut  sous  le 
nom  dc  laamitilei,  ct  qui,  par  la  nature 
de  leur  actcs,  sont  Ires  rarement  er- 
jiosecs  a  coiitracter  la  m.ikdie  veneri- 
ennc."  Such  are  many  of  the  iioliei. 
Wc  should  also  add,  that  the  girls  of 
lliia  class  are  visited  at  longer  iuterval* 
tlian  tbe  othera ;  they  may  not  be  in- 
spected for  20  or  25  days  together — 
while  the  Jillet  of  cstabli>bments,  as  we 
have  already  stated,  arc  examined  re- 
gularly once  a  weet. 

Among  the  iiiinumUet  the  population 
of  the  infected  is  enormous,  varying 
from  1  to  5  or  G,  to  L  in  3,  and  even  1 
in  every  2,  annually!  How  strongly 
does  this  at  all  events  justify  the  expe- 
diency ofa  surveillance ! 

We  have  only  room  for  one  or  two 
more  facts  regarding  the  syphilitic 
iufectiou.     During  the  month  of  April, 
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1832,  while  the  cholera  raged  in  Paris,  document  in  its  completed  form;  diflSerin; 

there  appears  to  have  been  an  cxtraor-  from  what  has  already  appeared  in  thk 

nary  diminution  in  the  numbers  of  the  journal,  only  in  two  sentences^  and  m 

infected.   As  compared  with  the  months  the  addition  of  the  namea. 

immediately  before  and  after,  the  con-  We  give  the  sentences  to  which  we 

trast  was  striking.     In  April  the  return  allude  :— 

was  1  iu  87,  while  in  March  it  was  I  in  *'  And  for  the  purpose  of  crranting  the 

35,  and  iu  May  I   in  36:  so  that  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Aledicine,  aad 

r*u        •*!                  I     «-^«...««^  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  for  the  impiwe- 

terror  of  the  epidemic  may  be  presumed  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^.^^^   Education  in   all  iU 

to  have  operated  yery  remarkably  as  an  branches,  as   w  ell  in  medicine    as  in 

extinguisher  of  debauchery.  surgery,  midwifery,  and  pharmacy,  We 

Another  circumstance  worth  ohserv-  do  further  hereby'will  and  ordain  that 

.    .1     I                   ^-  .     r         .:...♦  «  the  Kaid    Chancellor,   \ ice- Chancellor, 

mg  ,s  the  large  ,,roportion  of  proslitutes  ^^^^   j,^^,^^^.^^  ^,^^„  J.^^^^  ^.^^   ^  ^^^ 

who  escape   syphilis  altogether.     The  report  to  one  of  our  princinal  Secretaries 

fact  is  one  which  has  long  been  sus-  of  State,  what  appear  to  tnem  to  be  the 

pected  ;    but    every    day's    experience  medical  institutions  and  schools,  whe- 

seems  to  confirm  its  truth.     Some  wo.,  ther  corporate  or  unincorporated^  in  th^^ 

,     ._            ,.          -        , .,  our  metropolis,  or  m  other  parts  of  oar 

men  are  rarely,  if  ever,  diseased;  while  Vni^f.^   Kin,fdom,    from   which   either 

others  arc  so  in  rapidly  successive  at-  singly   or  jointly   with   other    medical 

tacks,  seldom  quitting  the  hospital  but  institutions  and  schools  in  the  coontry 

to  return  in  the  course  of  a  week.     The  ""^  in  foreign  parts    it  may  be  fit  and 

-.                   ,      .  .          1  •  I    1         I  expedient  m  the  judgment  of  the  said 

dispensary  physicians  think  that  about  Chancellor,  Vice  Chancellor,  and  Fel- 

half  the  Jilles  publiqnes  resist  the  infec-  lows,  to  admit  candidates  for  medical 

lion  ;  but  Parent-Duchatelet,  with  rea-  degrees,  and  on  approval  of  such  report 

son,  doubts  the  accuracy  of  this  conclu-  ^?  ?"^f^'d  SecreUry  of  Stale    sWl 

.    '    ,             .,        .     "^       .  admit  all  persons  as  candidates  for  ibe 

sion  :  he  considers  it  as  ratlier  exagge-  respective  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Medi- 

rated.  cine  and  Doctor  of  Medicine,"  &c. 

Other    remarkable    obscnations    re-  "That   the    said    Chancellor,    Vice- 

specting  syphilis,  iu  frequency,  and  iu  Chancellor,   and    Fellows,   shall    have 

..       »    ""^        '             ^        /'  power,  after  examination,  to  confer  toe 

ultimate  tendency,  we  must  wholly  omit  ^^^g^al   degrees  of    Bachelor  of  ArU, 

in  these  our  circumscribed  limits— tak-  Master  of  Arts,  Bachelor  of  Laws,  Doc- 

ing  occasion  once  more  to  recommend  tor  of   Laws,    Bachelor  of   Medicine, 

the  perusal  of  the  work  iuelf  to  those  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  to  examine  for 

'^  ,    ,                 .*     1    1    •          L  •  medical  degrees  in  the  four  branches  of 

interested  more  particularly  in  such  in-  medicine, sSrgery,  midwifery,  and  phar- 

quiries.     We  could  have  wished,  also,  macy,  and   that  such   reasonable   fees 

to  have  made  a  few  more  extracts  from  shall  be  charged  for  the  degrees  so  con- 

Duchatelet;  but  we  find  it  impossible  to  5^"<^«^   Jf  the   said    Chancellor,    Vicc- 

.-            ,        •     *i  •               *       •«!.  C  hanccllor,  and   rellows,  with  the  ap- 

gratify  ourselves  in  this  respect,  with-  1,^^^,^  ^V  the  Commissioners  of  oir 

out  neglecting  other  topics  of  more  im-  Treasury,  shall  from  time  to  time  direct" 

mediate  concern.  The  following  list  of  the  names  of  the 

corps  (Vilite  we  give  exactly  as  it  bu 
METROPOLITAN  UNIVERSITV.  been  published.  There  are  pecQliariuw 
We  announced  in  our  number  for  Nov.  5  about  it  w  orth  preserving  in  their  origi- 
that  the  King  had  appended  the  sign  nal  state :  it  is  a  curious  specimen  alto- 
manual  to  the  Charter  of  this  establish-  gcther,  in  more  respecU  than  one,  of 
mcnt;  and  we  published  the  draught  the  ^Ualent  of  this  enlightened  age:" 
of  the  Charter  itself,  iu  September  lust,  but  we  shall  have  more  to  say  about 
The  newspapers  this  week  give  the  it  iu  our  next. 
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(Cliuolloi.) 
'  The  Right  Re*.  Falher  in  Gml  Edward 
Lord  Bwhop  of  Uarham, 

The  Right  Kev.  Fulher  in  God  WitUani 
Loid  Buhop  of  Cbicbeatrt. 

Our  right  null;  and  n-ell  br loved  Coun- 
eiilor  Hearj  Baron  BrdUKUam  nnd  Vaiii,  and 

Onr  iruly  and  well  beloTcd  George  Uiddel 
Airy,  Eaq.  oar  Aiirmioiiiei  Kojal,  aud  Fel- 
law  of  the  Koyal  Society. 

AodTcv  Amai,  E^q.  Ba [[inter- at- Liw. 

llioinai  Arnold,  Doctor  in  DiTioiiy, 

John  Amtio,  Ksq.  birrisler-at-Liw, 

Neil  Araoit,  Esq.  Uoclortn  Mediiioe. 

John  Baeol,  Em|. 

Fraacii  Beaufort,  Ewg.  Cnptnin  in  out 
Royal  ^aTy,  Hyd[Ographer  of  ilio  Ad- 
viially,  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Archibald  Billisg.  £a<|.  Doctor  in  Medi- 
cine, and  Fellow  of  the  Itoyal  Colli'gc  of 
I'hyaidaai. 

William  Thomas  Brandr.  Eaq.  Vicc- 
Freaideut  of  iIip  KayHl  Soclely. 

Jamea  Clarke,  Eiq.Uactor  in  Medicine, 
Fellow  of  the  Cullcfie  of  I'hvaiciuii,  and  of 
the  Koval  Socle IV. 

Philip  C-cil  'C[atiiplon.  Eaq.  Doctor  of 
Civil  Law,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society, 
and  our  Suigcmi-GenernI  in  Irelaml. 

/ohn  UalLoii,  Em|.  Doctor  of  Citil  Law, 
tad  Fellow  of  <he  Roviil  :^cieiy. 

William  Ein|iion,  Uta.  Uarri>ler'at-r.Aw, 
ProfeiuiT  p(  General  Polity  and  tbo  Luwg 
of  E'igl.ind  at  the  East  India  (Jaltfge. 

Michael  Faraday,  E>q.  Doctor  of  Civil 
law.  Fellow  of  ihe  Royal  Society. 

Sir  Stephen  I>ove  Ilamniick.  liurl.  Doctor 
i*  Hedii'iop,  Fellow  of  Ihe  Royal  Colleijc  af 
Phyaitiiina.  and  Fellow  of  the  Uoy.il  Society. 

Jnlm  Slephena  llenilow,  Cl«li,  iMaater 
of  An..  PiorK«.u[  of  Botaoy  in  ihc  Uiiiver- 
kly  of  Cambridge. 

Co[neliu9  llenetl,  Ehq.  Doclor  in  Medi- 
Hne,  and  Downini;  I'roftfSfor  of  Medicine  in 
tba  University  of  Cambridi-e. 

Thoniaa  IIad<,-Liii,  l^tq.  Doctor  in  Medi- 

Fr^ncia  Kiem^n,  E<q. 

John  Georee  Shaw  Lefcvre,  Esq.  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society. 

John  William  Lubbock,  Vice- President 
and  Treaiurer  of  the  Royal  Society,  (first 
Vice- Chancel  lor.  > 

SiTj:>mesM'Grii,'or,  Baronet.  Doctor  in 
Medicine.  Doctor  of  Civil  l.nw,  Fi-Uow  of 
the  Royal  Society.  Fellow  of  the  Colleije  of 
Fbysicians,  one  of  our  Phytieians  Eiiraor- 
dinary,  and  Director-General  of  the  Army 
Medical  Board. 

Richard  Rainy  Tenniagton,  E»]. 

Jones  Quaip,  Kk\.  Doctor  in  Mcdiiine. 

John  Hideout,  Ei..]. 

Peter  Mark  Roeet,  1'.*q-  Doclor  in  iiledi- 


'Nassau  William  Senior,  Eaq.  one  of  Ihe 
MMIe[i  of  our  High  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Joieph  Henry  Gerrard.  Doclor  of  Laws. 
Fnncipal  of  the  Bristol  College. 

Richard  Sheepshanks.  Clerk,  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society. 

John  Sims.  Etq.  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

Counop  I'hirlwnll,  Clerk,  Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

James  Walker,  Esq.  Follow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and 

Ilrury  Warburton,  Eaq.  member  of  the 
Cominana  House  of  Parliament,  and  Fel- 
low of  llie  Royal  Society, 

NEW  URANCII   OF   THE  PROVIN- 

CIAL  ASSOCIATION. 
We  hare  much  picasjre  iu  dcVDtiii|;  a 
purtiuu  oTuur  iii)acc  tbU  week  to  an  ac- 
coiiQt  of  llic  raeetiiij;  al  !juiitliaiii[ituii. 
The  object  of  establish in^f  a  Siiutbem 
branch  urtbc  great  Provincial  Medical 
Association  U  wbiiily  praise  worth  jr. 
Wbcii  it  M'oa  atlcinpleil  Home  time  ago 
tu  institute  an  Eastern  Assoeiatiun,  we 
expressed  our  dissent,  because  we  saw 
tbat  it  was  likelj-  to  weaken  ike  Asso- 
ciation, bv  cni]vcrliii<r  it  into  a  sort  of 
merely  Westeiii  iiuion;  we  cniisidered 
it  as  a  iici'illuES,  it'  not  a  iniscbicTOui 
division  of  power  —  a  squandering  of 
resources  uhicli  niig;hl  be  belter  applied. 
The  imijeclcd  Easivni  cBtablisliincut  has 
since.  He  believe,  become  vihat  it  should 
liave  been  from  the  first — a  branch  of 
tlieorii^inallrunk.  TobotlilheSuutbem 
and  tlie  Knsteni  branches,  in  this 
relation  lo  ibc  parent  institution,  we 
beartilj'  wisli  every  success.  Theipand 
central  Association  lias  had  our  best 
wishes  from  the  vtry  commencement. 

MATERIA  3IEDICA  LECTURES. 
Mit.  Pereik*  has  kindiv  consented  to 
let  ui  have  a  new  series  of  bis  valuable 
lectures  on  Materia  Mcdiei,  aupple- 
nientary  lo  those  already  publisbcil  in 
our  last  two  vtiltinics,  anil  whii-b  are 
required  to  render  the  eonrse  comiilcte. 
We  make  this  iiunimlicemenl  in  eousc- 
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respondents  wlio  were  desirous  of  know-    cnlous  ditorden  as  their  ■oothem  nttgh- 

iiijf  what  we  intended  to  do  on  the  sub-    ^o""* 

ject.     Next   week   a    lecture    on    Xux      w«««-— ui^*  "•     *u^rii      i 
,,  .11  1       •  .  ,    .11  .  »Ve  are  enabled  to  ifire  the  followinirwOT 

Vomica  will  be  given,  with  illustrative    ample  account  of  Mr.  Hutchison's  noic^— 

engravings.  ^^^  chief  points  to  be  established  by  which 

were— firsti  the  infrequency  of  caIcbIous 

.  diseases    among    sailors;    and    secoDdij. 

their  prevalence  among  the    natives  of 

ROYAL  AfEDICAL   AND    CHIRUR-     Scotland.     On  the  present  occasion  hs 

GICAL  SOCIETY.  confined  himself  to  the  former;    merdT 

stating:  in  reference  to  the  latter,  that  hit 
Mr«  Earle,  pREsinENT,  IN  THE  Chair.    Opinion  had  been  confirmed  by  farther 

_       ^ evidence,  during  a  recent   visit    to   the 

Dec.  13.  18M.  North. 

To  the  idea  that  the  complaints  alluded 

J  r-        r  T  „i  «        .-.—  J    I.    %jr    Twr  *«  are  infrequent  among  sailors,  it  basbfen 

Tr  "^rkv  Jr^  T  ^^'  ^L^'-  ^'  objected-ttat  this  comparati/e  immonity 

lIiLL.of  Wolton-under.Edge ;  the  paper  arises  not  from  any  inflSience  of  the  mo<6 

was  communicated  by  Mr.  Stanley.  ^f  ,4^  among  sea-fimng  people,  bot  from 

The  patient  was  a  boy  six  years  of  age,  the  parties  not  entering  it  until  alter  the 

who  had  all  the  usual  symptoms  (rather  period  at  which  the  calculous  diaUiesii 


which  proved  to  be  of  the  mulberry  kind,  ^he  ages  of  nine  and  ten  (2000  boys  af« 

with  a  very  rough  surface.  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentaiy 

C(»nsiderable  bleeding  took  place  from  ^^tiuiates  for  the  Navy),  while  the  nambcr 
the  wound  soon  after  the  operation,  but  it  ^^  operations  for  stone  on  persons  abova 
yielded  to  cold  applieati<ins ;  and  though  fourteen  is  more  than  double  that  on  boya 
It  returned  on  tlie  following  night  it  stopped  of  younger  age.  He  also  further  fortified 
again.  The  wound  healed  in  about  a  bis  position  by  adducing  the  authority  of 
fortnight,  but  the  boy  was  troubled  for  AretaeuR,  who  distinctly  enumerates  a  sea- 
some  time  afterwards  with  various  pains  faring  life  (—  iral  irXovr  koL  ii  ip  foAarey 
and  complaints.  He  felt  pain  in  tlie  glans  fiioni)*  as  among  the  remedies  for  calcoloaa 
penis,  while  making  water;    the  elbow.  afTcctions. 

joint  became  inflamed;  and  subsequently        Mr.  Hutchison  recently  applied  to  Sir 

the  scn>tum  of  one  of  the  testicles.     For  William  Burnet,  Physician- General  of  the 

several  months  the  pain  in  making  water  Navy,  by  whose  directions  the  records  ttt 

continued,  and  sometimes  was  very  severe,  the  Naval  Hospitals  were  searched;  and 

and  attended  with  calcareous  and  mucous  it  was  thus  ascertained  that  only  t>ne  case 

deposits  in  the  urine.    The  boy  however  of  calculus  had  occurred  since  1830,  the 

at  length  recovered.  date  of  the  author's  former  paper. 

The    author    of    the   communication        ^'r.  Hutchison  concluded   by    rccom* 

seemed  inclined   to  suppose   that    when  mending  pure  air,  open  bowels,   active 

irritation  produced  by  the  stone  in  the  ox^reise,  swinging,  warm  clothing,  a  spars 

blaildcr  was  withdrawn,  the  nervous  func-  "^c  of  vegetables,  and  iodine  given  inter- 

tions  became  deranged,  and  gave  rise  to  nally,  and  rubbed  over  the  region  of  the 

all  the  above. described  symptoms.  kidneys,  as  the  best  preventive  and  remedial 


measures. 


Jnfrequency  rf  Calculus  among  Seamen, 


A  note  was  afterwards  read,  from  Mr.  MEETING  AT  SOUTHAMPTON, 
C  opland  Hutchison,  in  continuation  and 

conilrraation  of  some  former  observations  roa  ras 

advanced  by  him  in   the  9th  and   IGth  FORMATION  OF  A  SOUTHERN  BRANCH 


OP  TRB 


Volumes  of   the   Society's   Transactions. 

They  went  to  show  the  great  infrequency  ««.^,.,*,^,.  ,    ,,«^, 

of  calculous  disorders  in  seafaring  people  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 

of  all  ages;    and   the  author  quoted   a  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

curious  passage  from  Arctasus  in  support  

of  his  opinion.  „                   .                   •  i*.         .       j    u 

Mr.  Hutchison  likewise  obseF.cs,  that  ^'''^^^^''T    to    a    requisition  signed   by 

tic  has  found,  ctmtrary  to  what  has  been  "early  one  hundred  physician,  and  snr- 

hlnmirnf^'i!   *I\"    l"^^'"^^'  *""w  ^'?V"**V  •  Medico.  Gr«co.Oper...cc«nu.teK«lin. VOL 

lijiuuts  of  bcutland  arc  as  subject  to  lal.  xxlr.p.339.    l.epni»,  i«Je. 


I 
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|[e(ni»pi»ctlitbf  medldDB  in  the  Southern  barlDg-  attended  aearl;  &I1  Iti  meetinfi, 

Countiet,  a  meetiiig  was  held  at  the  Audit  he  va»  deejily  cunrinced  of  its  imporlBDce, 

BonK,   SoathamptoD,  od  Tuesdaj,   No-  and  was  therefore  rexilvcd  Ihnt  aDfthior 

Temhera9lh,ror  IhepnrpuieornrKBnizinft  leuding    to    exleod    its    inSucDce    thiiuld 

a  diitriRC  branch  uf  the  Provincial  MediiiBl  obtain    hi*   zealous  luppiiri.     We   irtte 

uidSiirgicalAKiociBtion.  NiitnithBtandinB'  met,  he  aaid,  to-daj,  t<i  briagf  thii  AitocU 

Itwaithedajonwbich  ihebighgaleofwind  ation  home  lo  nur  own  doora.by  exlablieb- 

eccnrred,  the  attendance  wai  most  nnmo-  ioga  branch  oril,urnhivb  allof  ni  might 

naf,  thcra  beinfi:  aboie  MTenty  medical  become  mEmbcni,  and  at  the  meetingn  of 

nen  pmeat  from  all  part*  ot  the  district,  which  wc  might  nil,  without  juumeviug- 

man;  coming  twenty,  tbirty,  anil   CTeD  far  from  our  own  lirc-iiides,  ahare  at  least 

flm;  miles.    Amonpt  the  medical  gentle-  in  part  in  tlie  pleaaurei  and  advantages 

men  Add  ■  distance  were — Dr.  Fiirben,  of  which  all  who  attended  the  meeliogs  of 

Chkheiter;  Dr.  Cmwriinl,  Mr.  Wickham,  the  parent  xociety  muit  liare  experienced. 

Sen.,  Mr.   Uayn,  Mr.  W.  J.  nickham,  He   concluded  by  saying,   that   as  Mr. 

Mr.  Smith,  cr  WinchMterj  Dr.  Grores,  Wick  ham,  who  had  the  honour  of  suggest- 

Mr.  Rennr  Coatei,  Mr.  Sampson,  Mr.  J.  ing  tbe  establishment  of  the  branch,  and 

WiDza,  of  Salisbury;   Dr.  Towscy,  and  ■  who,  together  with  Mr.  Bn  liar,  had  taken 

Mr.  Fludcr,  of  Lymington  ;  Mr.  Burnett,  npon  himself  all  the  labour  of  rcalizingf  it, 

■ad  Mr.  Curlin,  of  Allun;  Dr.  Eoglcduc,  was  prepared  to  utatecheobjectirurwhicll 

Mr-  Hillard,  Mr.  Daver,  of  Portsaiaath  ;  «e  were  met,  and  tbe  meaai  wliich  wera 

Mr.   Beddnme,  and   Mr.    Sninnbury,   of  deemed   most  proper   for   accomplishing 

Romievi  Hr. J.BIathtrwick.nf Farchami  them,  he  would  not  dutaio  the  meeting 

Mr.  T.  Blstbcrwick,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  of  longer,  but  would   take    the    liberty    of 

Titchfield;  Mr.  Cnldwcll,  and   Mr.   War-  reqiicKling  Mr,  Wickliaro  to  bring  forward 

wi).-k,af  Hillbrook;  Mr.  Hury,  of  Famham;  the  ]>rupiiKitiiins  he  was  prepared  to  make. 

Mr.    Eager,    of   UniMfordi     Mr.   J.   P.  W.  J.  Wickuau,  Esq.,  (of  Winchester) 

Gru|ci[en,  and  Mr.  EUiol,  of  ChichrsEer;  delirervd  the  futlowing  address. 

Mr.    E.  O.  Spooncr,  of  B1  and  ford  j    Mr.  Uciillcinen,_Therc(iuiBitioa  which  haa 

Smart,  of   Cranbuurnej    Mr.    .Smilh,  of  asBcmliW  ui  here  to  day  will  have  suffi- 

Bishop's  Walthnm  ;    Dr.  Twynham,  and  cienlly  eiplaincd  to  you  the  objecU  of  Ihia 

Mr.  Feskett,  of  Petersfietd ;  Mr.  I>ec,  of  meeting,  liz.  the  extension  of  the  Procln- 

Hyihe;   Mr.  J.  Welch,  of  Chrislchurch ;  cial    Medical   and   Surgical    Aswciation 

Mr.  tioodwin,  of  'I'ottun:   and  uf  those  through  the  soulbem  cuunlies  — nol,  in- 

residing  in  Sonthamnton,  there  were — Dr.  deed,  lo  increase  ils   riuaericai   strength 

M'ttibert*,  Dr.  Steiii,  Dr.  Down,  Dr.  Oke,  alone,  for  that  is  already  great— but  to 

Dr.  Hennen,  Dr.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Maul,  Air.  form  a  brunch  of  tbe  parent  trunk,  which 

Reele,  Mr.  Jadd,  Mr.  Stace,  Mr.  Corfe,  shall  imparl  strength  and  lifcoiir  to   its 

Mr.  t^iilebrook,  Mr.  Fowler,  Mr.  Simpson,  opcraiiuns,  and  render   that    iSocicty,   at 

Mr.  Hnilar,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Ware.  least  in  these  purls,  more  effecliTC,   and 

On   the  moUun  of  Dr.  M'Roberls,  of  more  useful. 

Roulhampton.secondcdby  J.R.  Deddome,  In  the  name  of  those  nilb  whom  I  hare 

E«].  of  Komsev,  Dr.  Forhes,  ofChieliciter,  been  associated  in  the  attempt  tii  procure 

WW  called  to  the  chair.  this  meeting,  and   for  myself,  T  beg  to 

Da.  FoanES  returned  thanks  for  the  Ihnuk  you  for  the  readiness  with  wbich 

boeoar  done  him  in  placinf>  him  in  the  you  have  responded  lo  our  call.      It  is,  I 

dMur,and whiisthedisclaimcdhisjieculiar  truM,  no  unworthy  cause  in  which  wa 

fltKU  for  the  office,  yet,  wishing  well  ti>  would  cnga^  you  :  and  I  bope  it  may  nut 

the  snaety,  he  was  anxious  to  do  anything  suOcr  from  the  poor  ability  of  the  in'diri- 

which   others  might  deem  calculated  tn  dual  who  is  now  called  upon  to  address 

prnmole  it)  interesls.    He  felt  prond  to  you. 

wee  no    uiimerous  and  rcKiicctable  an  as-  .4i«ic«IJm, gentlemen, isthegreatfcBtum 

semhl;   met  on  inch    an    inclement   day,  of  thi.s  Institution, a  powerwhich,  whether 

and  many  of  them  at  so  grtal  a  distance  exerted  for  evil  or  for  good,  multiplies  aad 

from  their  homes.     It  hos  a  proof  that  combines  iadiiidnal  strength  and  talent, 

those   present    were  aniinus   lo   emulate  in  a  ratio  proportionate  lo  its  extent.       It 

their  brethren  in  other  parts  of  England,  is  a  power  now  resorted  to  in  our  polilieal 

who    bad    originaled   and   kept  up   the  en«/llcli,  and  i*  founil  to  be  mii;hly.    It  is 

ProTincial  Medical  and  Sui^ieal  Auioci-  exerted  to  diffuse  and  extend  the  blessings 

atlon;  end  a  good  augury  that  the  medical  ofreliition,  and  is  found  lo  prosper.    It  ia 

practitioners  of  Iho  South  were  both  able  adopted  on  an  extensive  scale  to  promote 

and    willing   to    assert  the  honour  and  the  cullitution  of  gtHeml  science,  and  ia 

dignity,  and  lo  protect  the  interests  of  the  found  to  give  an  impetus  of  no  ordinary 

rnvfcaiiiDii.    Me  had  liceii  a  ineinbrr  of  the  strength  to  the  progress  of  its  pursuits, 

rnwindal  Assovialiuu  from  its  origin  i  and  1  fed  satisQcil  tbtt  I  have  guud  icsiun 
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to  congratulate  you,  and  the  medical  profln-  up  at  considerable  Jabonr,  and  is  grounded 

sion  at  large,  on  the  employment  of  this  on  the  most  authentic  information.    Its 

great  power  in  the  serTice  of  our  depart-  recommendations  hare  been  enforced  with 

ment  of  science.  considerable    temper ;     and    the    subject 

Societies  have    existed  for  many    years  treated    with    the    utmost    impartiality, 

in  our  profession— they  have  been  formed  **  great  care  having  been  taken  to  separata 

in  the  metropolis  and  in  the  provinces-— >  the  bare  facts  of  each  case  submitted  to  the 

but  they  have  been  mostly  wanting  in  committee,  from  eipremoHs  of  indignation, 

that  vital  property,  association;  their  in-  which   a  keen  sense  of   oppression  and 

terests,  too,  have  been  local,  and  therefore  injury   had  wrung  from    the    conespon- 

their  energies  have  been  cramped.     It  has  dents.*' 

been  reserved,  however,  for  the  Society  The  report  has  forcibly  shewn  that  by 
under  whose  influence  we  are  met  here,  to  the  existing  system  the  burthen  of  main- 
incorporate  ourselves — to  wield  this  great  tainiog  the  poor  during  sickness  is  imposed 
power  with  a  gigantic  strength.  It  has  on  the  medical  profession,  and  imposed 
Drought  Northumberland  into  close  alii-  too  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
ance  with  Cornwall;  it  has  identified  the  manner, — not  indeed  for  the  beuelRt  of  the 
interests  of  the  eastern  with  the  western  ))oor,  but  for  the  imaginary  benefit  of  the 
counties;  it  has  brought  men  into  commu-  ''  rate  pavers.'* 

nioH  wlio  by   their  acquirements  and  la-  It  further  shews  that  the  profession  is 

hours  onlif  have  been  known  to  cacli  other;  by  the  new  authorities  submitted  to  insult 

it  has  created  friendships  in  some;  it  has  and  degradation  ;   and  that  the  Commis- 

xenewcd  them  in  others ;  it  has  cemented  sioners  have  put  forth  charges  which  are 

them  in  all.   it  has  roused  the  slumbering  entirely  uufuundcd,  in  order,**  bv  impugn- 

energies  of  many ;  it  has  encouraged  ardent  ing  the  charaeter  of  the  medical  body,  to 

cultivators  of  our  science ;  it  has  moreover  reconcile  the  public  to  the  unjust  treatment 

given  a  tone  to  the  character  of  proviu-  which  they  have  put  upon  it,  and  in  many 

ciul  men,  which  their  high  and  hououra-  instances  successfully." 

ble  calling  demands.  The  report  sets  forth  the  errors  of  the 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  only  to  system    of  "  tenders    and    competition ; 

meet  the  Association  once,  at  Oxford,  last  which,  independently  of  the  professional 

year;    I  there  became  acquainted   with  degradation  associated  with  it,  exhibits  a 

men  of  whom  I  had  heard  all  my  life —  narrow-sighted  policy  on  the  part  of  the 

groat  men,  whose  attainments  I  had  long  Commissioners,  producing  great  injustice 

respected,  but  whose  generous  and  bene-  and  cruelty  to  the  poor,  by  exposing  them 

Tolent  minds,  until  then,  I  knew  nothing  to  the  calamities  which  must  result  from 

of.     It  was  there  I  saw  the  interchange  of  incompetency    and    neglect    from    their 

opinions  between  men  of  high  and  those  medical  attendants." 

of  humbler  stations,  each  willing  to  impart  The  report  recommends  that  redress  be 

—each  eager  to  receive.     It  was  tliere  I  sought,  by  petition  to  the  legislature,  and 

saw  a  Kidd,  a  Pritchard,  a  Hastings,  a  application  to  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 

Carrick,  a  Johnson,  a  Forbes,  and  others  and  Surgeons  and  the  Society  of  Apothe- 

with  intellects  of  like  capacity,  receive  the  caries.    "  Should  the  Association  and  the 

homage  of  above  three  hundred  of  their  mediealbody  fail  in  obtaining  redress  from 

brethren.  the  legislature,  after  well-considered  and 

I  saw  two  of  our  distinguished  members  well-directed  efforts,  the  alternative  is  open 

receive  the  honorary  degree  of  the  University  to  us — either  to  take  a  lower  station  in 

of  Oxford;  I  saw  all  participate  in  the  most  society,  or  firmly  to  decline  any  participatim 

marked  attention  and  respect  which  the  in  the  medical  appointments  of'  the  new  poor- 

highest  characters  in  Oxford  could  offer.  law. 

Surely,  Gentlemen,  it  is  a  matter  of  The  report  expresses  a  remt  that  there 

congratulation  to  us  ally  that  the  provincial  is  a  want  of  some  ^  presiding  influence 

members    of   our    profession    have    thus  over  the  members  of  our  profession,"  to 

associated  to  advance  the  science  of  niedi-  check  the  wretched  spirit  of  rivalry  and 

cine,  and  to  assure  for  it   the  position  speculation,  the  under-bidding  and  job- 

amongst  its  kindred  sciences  to  which  it  bing,  which  too  frequently  is  to  be  found, 

is  justly  entitled.  In  this  Awtciation  can  hope  alone  rest: 

It   was  at  Oxford   too  that  inquiries  this  institution  seems  well  suited  to  raise 

were  set  on  foot   upon    the    subject    of  the  moral  and  professional  feeling  among 

medical  attendance  on  the  poor,  tlie  result  medical  men  in  the  provinces;    and  by 

of  which  is  now  before  the  public,  in  the  mcitns  of  it,  more  exalted  principles,  supe- 

shape  of  a  report   from    the   Provincial  rior  aims,  and  a  firmer  unity  of  purple, 

Association.  will  he  engendered  in  the  great  bony  of 

To  that  report,  which  has  just  appeared,  practitioners  through(»ut  the  country. 

I  beg  your  earnest  attention ;  it  is  drawn  It  was  there  also  that  a  benevolent  fund 
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inttitnted,  for  the  aid  of  our  poorer  official  admission  to  it  at  the  next  general 

brethren!   sarely  it  is  a  matter  for  our  meeting  at  Cheltenham, 

rejoicing    that    our    interests    arc    thus  Propositions  fur  the  conduct  and  rcgula- 

watched,  protected,  and  supported.  tion  of  the  Society  will,  in  due  order,  bo 

It  is  to  a  society  which  seems  to  me  to  submitted  lo  you. 
embrace  so  mnch'that  is  excellent,  and  to  The  Association  being  thus  constituted, 
inTolre  so  little  that  is  objectionable,  that  and  the  seal  placed  upon  it  by  this  day's 
I  wish  to  invite  yoar  attention :  I  ask  you  meeting,  let  us,  gentlemen,  go  on  to  carry 
to  join  its  ranks ;  and  whether  yon  may  out  its  objects  to  their  full  accomplish- 
be  disposed  to  do  so  in  immediate  con-  ment ;  let  each  of  us  feel  pledged  to  con- 
nexion with  the  Association  itself,  or  tribute  something  (and  who  is  there 
whether  throu;;h  this  proposed  branch,  amongst  us  that  has  not  some  original  in- 
still yonr  services  will  be  acceptable,  and  formation  to  impart  ?) ;  let  this  associa- 
joar  support  of  value.  tion,  then,  be  the  treasury  in  which  each 

The  first  point  which  wc  have  to  con-  may  deposit  his  contributions  to  medical 

aider,  is,  how  tr^  can  best  contribute  our  science.    The  opportunities  of  extensive 

aid  to  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgi-  inquiry,  or  very  deep  research,  are  open  to 

cal  As50ciation  ?     Tn  order  to  carry  its  ob-  but  few,  but  the  means  afforded  in  the 

jects  fully  into  ciftct,  and  to  extend  its  most  limited  sphere  should  be  embraced, 

usefulness,  I  submit  that  asaociatwg  and  FactSj  as  they  present  themselves,  thvuH  be 

forming  ourselrcs  into  a  Simthem  District  recorded  by   us  all^  and  truths,  wherever 

Branch  Sticiety,  is  the  most  cflcctual  mode  they  may  be  discovered,  should  be  trea- 

we  can  adopt  to  answer  these  purposes.  snred   up.    To  accumulate  them,  and  to 

The  next  point  forme  to  show,  is  what  diffuse  them  as  their  value  becomes  esta- 

title  we  may  have  to  engraft  ourselves  on  blishcd,  is  the  province  of  this  Association, 

the  Provincial  Association,  and  how  far  we  I  feel  a  difficulty  and  a  hesitation  in 

are  falfilling  its  objects  in  so  doiug.  requesting  your  attention  to  any  particular 

In  183-I,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associa-  course  of  inquiry;    but  I  will  state  a  few 

tion  at  Birmingham,  the  following  resolu-  points  to  wliich   the  parent  Society  has 

tion  was  agreed  on,  on  which  the  present  especially  directed  its  members. 

tittnnon  to  district  branches  is  founded : —  In    anatomy,    the    recent    discoveries 

"  The  Council  would  recommend,  where  which  hare  been  made  have  laid  open  a 

many  members  of  the  Association  reside,  field  of  investigation  in  which  there  ap- 

that  occasional  meetings  of  such  members  pear   before  us  treasures  of  inestimable 

take  place,  for  the  promotion  of  the  gene-  value.    In  displaying  the  course  of  the 

ral  objects  of  the   Association— namely,  nerves  with  the  minuteness  and  fidelity 

the  free  communication  of  professional  which    are    the    characteristics    of    Sir 

knowledge,  and   the  cultivation  of  good  Charles  Hell's  labours,  he  has  greatly  ex- 

feeling  among  the  members;  the  rules  for  tended  our  knowledge  of  their  functions 

such  sectional  meetings  being  left  to  the  and   their  pathology;     but    still   he  has 

consideration  of  the  respective  parties."  taught  us  that  objects  or  great  interest  yet 

Again:  at  the  late  meeting  at  Man-  remain  to  be  attained,  and  which  it  should 
Chester,  it  was  considered  by  the  Council,  be  our  desire  to  search  after.  Anatomy, 
and  expressed  in  the  proposals  for  a  uuion  too,  has  of  late  years  unfolded  to  us  the 
oftbeEastem  Association  with  tbeProvin-  intimate  structures  of  tlie  elementary 
dal,  that  district  branch  associations  would  tissues,  which  has  furnished  the  pathologist 
render  the  operation  of  the  society  more  with  almnduni  materials,  from  which  much 
effective;  and,  indeed,  if  the  magnitude  hasalrcady  been  gained,  but  of  the  fruits  of 
and  extent  of  the  Provincial  Association  which  there  xifX  remains  much  to  be 
be  taken  into  consideration,  it  will,  I  gathered.  Medical  topography  and  sta- 
tbink,  be  conceded  that  its  strength  will  tistical  inquiries  have  received  great  en- 
be  mnch  increased  by  the  meetings  of  couragcment  from  the  Association.  The 
practitioners  from  time  to  time  within  a  labour  necessary  to  collect  accurate  and 
smaller  sphere.  Moreover,  Dr.  Hastings,  useful  information  on  this  subject  is  very 
the  founder  and  present  secretary  to  the  great,  and  the  materials  do  not  at  first 
Association,  has  sent  me  the  terms  on  sight  appear  to  aflbrd  much  of  interest. 
which  we  shall  be  permitted  to  unite  with  To  the  reader  they  are  heavy  and  dis- 
tfae  Association,  and  the  privileges  which  couraging  ;  but  they  remain  as  records 
we  may  expect  to  derive  from  it  This  which  will  hereafter  prove  valuable  to  the 
letter  shall  by.and-by  be  read.  patient  inciuirer  after  truth ;  and  as  works 

Thus,  then,  gentlemen,  we  have  as  much  of  reference,  will  give  an  accuracy  of  in- 
sanction  and  encouragement  as  wc  can  formation  which  will  silence  the  specula- 
obtain  in  this  stage  of  our  proceedings,  tivo  theorist,  and  furnish  means  from 
for  the  formation  of  this  Branch  Associa-  which  alone  just  conclusions  can  be 
tion.    It  most  remain  for  us  to  receive  the  drawn. 
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Impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  ordinary   character,  ^-  these    are  addoai 

subject,  the  Council  of  the  General  Asso-  practically  important, — but  I  would  ask 

ciation  has  recommended  to  its  members  you  for  cases  on  which  yea  have  yoor- 

the  investigation  of  «;)i</emic  diseases.  selves    formed    particular   opinions,  and 

The  record  of  cases  in  medicine  and  from  which  we  may  aU  participate  in  the 

surgery,    from   private  sources  and  from  result  of  your  rejections, 
public  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  are  per-        As  your  facts  abound, — as  year  dedoe- 

haps  the  principal  means  we  have  of  con-  tions    are     closely    and     philosophically 

tributing  to  the  advancement  of  science;  formed, — so  will  your  records  be  in  pro- 

and  if  each  case  be  faithfully  narrated,  portion   valuable,    and  your    sciriee    to 

having  so  much  of  matter  only  in  the  tale  science  great. 
as  is  applicable  to  a  practical  deduction, 

this  source  of  information  is  highly  in-  .   A  series  of  resolutions  were  then  pa»ed 

structive.  ^^  accordance  with  the  principles  advo- 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  too  much  cated  in  the  opening  speech  and  addresL 
encouragement  has  been  given  to  the  ^e  regret  we  have  not  room  to  give  then 
»imple  narration  of  cases  as  they  occur  in  insertion,  but  presume  thev  will  be  advcr- 
public  institutions ;  our  periodicals  have  tised  and  extensively  circulated, 
teemed  with  cases  merely  transcribed  from  I^r*  Oke,  Dr.  Hennen,  and  other  gcntle- 
the  hospital  notebooks,  without  being  ™en,  delivered  their  opinions  at  considera- 
aelected  for  the  value,  and  without  being  ble  length  in  supporting  certain  of  the  re- 
convertible,  in   the   form   in  which  they  solutions. 

have  been  published,  to  any  practical  pur-        ^^»  Forbes  was  elected  President,  and 

pose.  Messrs.  VVickham  and  Bullar  have  been 

This  mode  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  appointed  .Secretaries, 
too  much  reprehended :    it  encumbers  the         1"   the  evening  about  fifty  gentlemen 

literature  of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  dined  together  at  the  Star  Inn,  confirming 

takes  the  space  which  should  be  allotted  to  ^J    a     banquet,    libation,    and    all    the 

more  useful  matter.  honours,  the  very  satisfactory  proceedingi 

3Iuch  benefit  might  accrue  from   the  of  the  day. 

eommunication  of  the  nature  and  results  

of   severe  injuries  from   accident  which 

have  occurred  and  may  occur  in  practice.  A  STUDENT'S  REMARKS  ON   MR. 

No  emergencies  in  surgery  are  more         WAKLEY-THE  SOCIETY  OF 
perplexing  than  fractured  bones,  with  their  APnT-npr  adips 

various  complications.    There  are  no  cases  APOTHECARIES,  &<?.  &c. 

to  which  the  surgeon  has  to  bring  a  ma-  ._^ 

tured  judgment  and   a  prompt  decision 

into  more  immediate  exercise ;   and  how  ^o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
are  these  qualifications  to  be  attained? — 
they  can  alone  be  built  on  facts  accumu-  ^^^* 

latcd   by   well. attested  results, —  not,  in-  ALTnouoH  there  is  no  unseemly  boasting 

deed,  from  the  personal  experience  of  any  in  your  excellent  periodical,  nor  nnmean- 

one  man,  but  from  the  combined  experience  Ing  professions  for  the  welfare  of  medical 

of  the  manjf,  students— as  in  the  Lancet,  yet  I  have  al- 

The  question  of  amputation  is  often  in-  ways  observed,  where  there  is  any  thing  to 

volvcd  in  the  treatment  of  these  accidents;  be  effected  for  them,  you  take  that  path 

it  is  this — are  we  to  sacrifiee  the  limb  to  which  time  proves  to  be  the  best.    Now  I 

save  life  ?»or  is  the  life  to  be  jeo;)ardized  have  been  waiting  in  anxious  expectation 

by  the  attempt  to  save  the  limb  ?     The  to  see  the  working  of  the  Crown  and  An- 

principles  which  guide  the  decision  are  chor  meeting  of  last  season,  and  the  thieat- 

for  the  most  part  well  founded ;    but  I  ened  destruction  of  the  <*  Blackfriart  drug, 

would  ask,  how  have  they  been  formed  ? —  gists"  put  in  execution ;  but  as  nothing 

certainly  not  on  the  experience,  not,  I  say,  comes  of  it,  I  hope  you  will  allow  me, 

on  the  experience  of  any  one  many — not  on  through  the  medium  of  yonr  jonmal,  to 

the  result  of  any  one  ca^e.     The  experience  summon  your  recreant  opponent  to  do  bat- 

of  any  one  man  is  too  limited  to  establish  tie  with  tlie  "  Hags  of  Rhubarb  Hall,"  as 

a  principle  on  a  ]>oint  so  momentous.  he  calls  them,  or  ingenuously. confess  that 

You  will  perceive  readily,  then,  how  the  he  has  not  power  to  keep  his  promise; 

communication  of  cases  of  this  description  When  I  heard  him  boast  that  he  thanked 

which  may  have  occurred  in  your  indi.  the  examiners  who  rejected  Mr.  S~— >,  as 

vidual    practice,   would   tend   to  establish  giving  him  additional  power  over  them, 

present  principles  or  to  overthrow  them.  I  doubted  not  but  that  the  days  of  the 

I   would  ask  y<»u  not  for  cases  which  Apothecaries  were  numbered.   Bot  as  we 

shall  astound  and  astonish  by  their  cxtra<  get  older  we  get  wiser,  at  least  I  have  io 
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this  instance,  for  I  now  find  out  that  Wak-  In  former  numbers  of  the  Lancet  mav  be 
ley's  potrcr  lies  more  in  the  cofiee-housc  read  (if  any  one  likes  so  to  waste  tlieir 
than  with  the  inflaential  members  of  a  time),  acc(»unt8  of  onprcssire  regulations, 
certain  other  "  House,"  or  with  those  of  which  pick  the  puoKets  of  students,  by 
the  medical  profession ;  for  to  my  sur-  their  lonc^  stay  in  London,  and  by  lec- 
prise,  when,  about  two  months  back,  I  tures;  the  necessity  of  laws  to  authorize 
went  on  the  same  day  into  two  medical  medical  men  to  prepare  their  ow^n  sons 
libraries  in  London*  (neither  of  them  and  apprentices  for  examination  during 
Guy's),  and  asked  the  librarians  to  fa?our  their  apprenticeship,  &c. ;  and  when  the 
me  wiUi  the  Lancet,  they  both  answered,  Apothecaries  make  a  lenient  and  very  pro- 
in  nearly  the  same  words — Here  is  the  per  regulation,  enabling  students  to  ap- 
Medical  Gazette,  sir;  but  if  you  want  pear  for  examination  at  the  expiration  of 
the  Lancet,  you  must  go  to  the  coflfee-sbop,  their  apprenticeships,  he  finds  fault  with 
for  we  do  not  take  it  here.  Knowing  that  that  also.  And  yet,  I  have  no  doubt,  if 
I  was  an  intruder  in  the  library  where  I  the  Hall  is  done  away  with  (which  I  trust 
first  went,  I  concluded  that  this  cireum-  it  will  be  if  they  do  not  reform),  and  the 
stance  led  to  my  getting  this  answer;  bull  University  substituted  to  give  licenses  in 
was  soon  convinee<l  of  the  contrary  by  the  pharmacy,  we  shall  see  him,  like  Oliver 
man  coming  up  to  me,  and  saying—*^  Any  Proudfoot  (in  Scott's  Chronicles  of  the 
book  in  the  collection  yon  like  to  see,  sir,  I  Canongate),  boasting  of  victories  he  has 
shall  be  happy  to  get  out  for  you ;  but  we  never  won,  and  of  which  he  has  only  retard- 
do  not  take  the  Lancet  on  account  of  its  ed  the  achievement,  by  appearing  in  the 
icnrriloas  and  useless  politics,  which  dis*  field. 

tract  the  students'  minds  fnim  study,  and  I  must  now  call  the  attention  of  yonr 

■et  them  imagining  a  state  of  things  which  readers  to  the  abuses  existing  at  Apothe- 

will  never  exist."    I  now  see  the  tnith  of  caries'  Hall,  which  I  am  sore  you  will  in- 

tbis  last  statement;  for  had  the  students,  sert  in  your  valuable  journal;  for  although 

instead  of  rebelling  with  such  a  leader  as  I  know  from  experience  that  you  arc  infi- 

Wakley  at  their  head,  manfully  signed  a  nitely  above  giving  students  improper  ad- 

]>aper  in  disapprobation  of  Mr.  S.'s  rejee-  vice,  which  is  likely  to  make  them  rebel 

lion,  they  could  not  have  got  less  by  it  against  the  powers  t)iat  our  government,  in 

than  they  did   by  the  '*  Crown  and  An-  its  wisdom,  has  set  over  them,  yet  I  am 

^or"  meeting:  and  they  would  have  had  well   persuaded  that  if  these  powers  be- 

tbe  consolation  of  having  acted  openly  and  come  abused  bv  the  i>ersons  to  whom  they 

boldly,   while   the  Worshipful  Company  have  descended,  to  the  injury  of  students, 

would  have    seen    that  they   might  not  their  friends,  and  the  country  at  large, 

abuse  the  students  with  impunity.  you  will  not  allow  it  to  go  on  without  en> 

I  must  say  it  was  a  positive  injustice  on  deavonring  to  prevent  the  mischief  likely 

the  part  of  the  Hall  the  rejection  of  Mr.  to  ensue. 

S.,  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  exa-  1st,  The  lower  classes  of  this  country 

mined  twice,  with  from   thirty  to  forty  will,  in  time,  become  considerably  injured 

other  students,  who   all  went  up  to   the  by  the  expenses  attendant  on  a  medical 

Ilall,  some  before  and  some  after  Mr.  S,  education,  if  allowed  to  exist  as  at  present, 

without  one  being  rejected ;  dndyet,  from  by  lessening  the  number  of  medical  men, 

the  number  of  questions  which  he  answer-  and  by  keeping  out  those  who,  from  their 

ed  with  elegance  and  accuracy,  and  from  previous    position  in    society,    would   be 

the  manner  in  whivh  the  other  students  content  to  attend  the  poor  properly,  and 

looked  up  to  him,  I  at  once  saw  he  was  besatisfied  with  such  remuneration  as  they 

the  most  talented  pupil  present.  could  afford.     Wc  all  know  that  most  mc- 

In  the  Lancet  fv)r  the  2l)th  of  October,  dical  men,  after  four  or  five  years' practice, 

we  see  such  a  silly  criticism  on  the  rea^ii.  are  no  longer  solicit(ms  as  to  who  attends 

lations  of  the  Hall  respecting  apprentice-  the  poor  in  their  vicinity  (though,  to  the 

•hips,  that,  did  I  not  believe  the  gentle-  credit  of  the  profession  be  it  spoken,  few 

men  at  the  Hall  infinitely  above  transact*  cases  of  neglect  can  be  adduced),  and  thus, 

ing  any  business  with  Wukle^',  I  certainly  as  is  natural,  the  poor  fall  into  the  hands  of 

should  think  they  had  paid  him  to  contra-  ignorant  quacks,who  are  always  endeavour. 

diet  all  bis  former  statements,  and  that  the  ing  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  them ;  or 

abusive  and  useless  paragraph  which  pre-  into  the  out-patient  department  of  hospi- 

iodes  the  paper  was  a  blind ;  for  so  tho-  tals,  where  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  sci- 

roughly  is  it  at  variance  with  all  he  has  entific  and  humane  physicians  and  sur- 

previously  given  to  the  world  in  the  Lancet,  geons ;  therefore  they  could  not  do  better, 

on  the  subject  of  the  Hall,  that  it  reminds  were  it  not  for  the  necessary  exposure  to 

me  of  "  Satan  divided  against  himself,"  the  vicissitudes  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the 

and  convinces  me  that  Waklcy  has  no  disquiet  the  patient  is  often  put  to  in  be- 

•ettled  principle  of  action.  ing  obliged  to  come  from  a  distance.    Yet 
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at  the  present  time  any  person,  however  wards  them  now,  if  at  any  time  tbeytatto 

humble,  may  procure  the  attendance  of  a  inquiry  at  the  Hall  dnrinf^  their  atndiei^ 

well-cducatod  medical  man  at  his  own  re-  is  such  as  to  put  tliem  forcibly  in  mind  of 

sidence ;  but  if  this  three  winter  and  two-  an  unopposed  country  shop-Keeper,  who, 

summer  regulation  of  the  Hall  lost  longr,  knowing  the  articles  he  sells  cannot  be 

it  will  be  oiiTerent  this  time  six  years,  for  procured  elsewhere,  is  not  over  civil  to 

it  has  frif^htened  no  less  than  three  youths  his  customers.   A  little  wholesome  opposi- 

of  my  limited  acquaintance  out  of  the  tion  on  the  part  of  the  New  Unirenity 

ftrnfession,  who  were  well  educated,  and  will  reform  this  abuse, 
ikely  to  become  honourable  and  useful        3dly.  Rejections  at  the  Hall  are  mnch 

members  of  the  profession  ;  but  the  waste  more  numerous  tlian  at  any  other  place  of 

of  so  much  time  was  more  than  they  or  examining  students  in  this  country.    This 

their  frieuds  would  submit  to.     Now  it  is  is  easily  accounted  for,  when  we  consider 

this  three  years*  course  of  education  I  liud  that  the  names  of  the  Examiners  are  not 

fault  with,   as   being  so   great  nn    evil,  known  to  the  world  by  any  scientific  works, 

and  not  to  the  expense  of  lecture*: ;  for  I  and  by  their  not  being  among  the  heads  of 

consider  the  lecturers  are  not  suOicicntly  the  profession  ;  hence  public  confidence 

well  paid,  where  they  have  small  classes,  would  be  soon  wanting,  were  it  not  for  fre- 

considering  the  extent  of  information  re-  quent  rejections;  but  as  it  is,  the  publie 

quiredof  a  lecturer.  think  having  the  license  implies  know- 

When  I  passed  the  Hall,  which   was  ledge,  although  signed  by  men  quite  un- 

about  nine  years  back,  we  were  only  re-  kuown  to  science. 

quired  to  attend  fur  six  months;  but  then  4thly.  The  Latin  arrangements  at  the 
we  studied  all  the  while  with  diligence.  Hall  are  very  bad ;  students  arc  allowed 
knowing  that  our  time  was  only  just  to  go  up  and  be  examined  in  Cclsns  and 
sufficient  to  become  well  acquainted  with  Gregory',  before  they  go  up  for  general  ex- 
our  profession.  But  now,  by  what  I  saw  aminntion.  This  is  very  much  done  now, 
of  the  state  of  medical  education  when  and  generally  with  success:  having  got 
last  in  London,  about  two  months  back,  through  this',  they  think,  and  very  justly, 
young  men  seem  to  know  that  they  arc  that  they  cannot  be  in  danger  of  rejection 
compelled  to  study  so  much  longer  than  a  in  prescriptions,  and  certainly  no  one  can, 
man  of  ordinary  abilities  requires,  to  learn  if  he  is  able  to  translate  Celsus  or  Gregory 
to  bean  apothecary,  that  they  procrasti-  properly;  -but  it  is  the  fact,  that  many 
nate  studying  until  within  a  short  time  of  who  have  successfully  got  through  Celsus 
examination,  when  they  go  and  grind,  and  fir regory,  have  been  sent  back  for  six 
And  from  conversations!  had  with  several  months  in  prescriptions;  therefore  the 
who  have  lately  passed,  I  am  convinced  better  way  for  students  to  prevent  such 
thev  are  not  nearly  so  well  informed  in  a  wanton'injury,  would  be  to  undergo  the 
medicine  and  pharmacy  as  most  of  the  six  examination  in  Celsus  and  Gregory  when 
months'  men  who  studied  in  1820  were,  they  go  up  for  general  examination,  when, 
Now,  as  a  remedy  for  this  lirst  abuse,  if  rejected  in  classical  Latin,  they  cannot 
I  would  suggest  that  the  fees  for  lectures  keeii  a  student  back  six  months;  and  they 
be  very  considerably  increased,  so  that  lee-  wuiild  not  be  silly  enough  to  reject  him  iu 
turers*  may  receive  from  each  student  in  the  easy  Latin  of  an  ordinary  prescrip- 
a  much  shorter  time  that  remuneration  tion,  after  having  immediately  before 
which,  from  their  scientific  attainments  passed  him  in  Celsus. 
acquired  for  the  use  of  the  students,  thoy  Such  are  a  few  of  the  abuses  which  have 
have  a  right  to  expect.  This  would  reached  me.  I  hope  these,  and  others 
give  the  public  interested  in  medical  which  exist,  will  be  reformed  by  the  Wor- 
edueation  a  much  better  opinion  of  lee-  shipful  Company,  especially  those  which 
turers  than  they  have  now  ;  for  the  general  keep  young  men  in  London  so  long,  wast- 
opinion  now  is— whether  true  or  not,  I  ing  their  time,  in  most  cases,  in  vice  and 
know  not,  that  the  Hall  requires  this  long  idleness.  Should  they  reform,  there  is  no 
course  of  study,  that  the  lecturers  may  one  wishes  the  VVorsKipful  Company  less 
have  time  to  fill  their  pockets  at  the  evil  than  myself;  but  should  they  continue 
expense  of  the  students ;  the  Apothccnrits'  their  oppressive  regulations,  l' shall  re- 
Society  knowing  well  that  they  must  joice  most  heartily  if  the  University  puts 
blend  the  interest  of  the  medical  schools  an  end  to  their  pretensions, 
with  their  own,  to  keep  their  power  much  I  dare  say  you  will  think  I  am  en- 
longer,  dcavouring  to '^ make  you  a  radicals    no- 

2dly.  Students  complain  that  they  are  thing   is   farther    from    m/    wish,  for  I 

not  treated  by  the  beadle  as  gentlemen,  admire   your  polities,  anci   my  opinions 

when  they  go  to  regiMer,  &c.    This  is  a  always  coincide  with  those  of  the  Oa- 

great  evil;  and  I   am  told  by   students,  zette.     But  there  are  two  things  which 

that  the  manner  the  Company  behave  to-  annoy  me  in  the  profession.     First,  Wak- 
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lev's  •CDrrilitjr  and  wrong  fiews  of  things,    experiments  prove  that,  contrary  to 
which  sometimes  mislead  me;  and  2dly,    general  preconception,    the    elevatioi: 


the 

elevation  of 
the  oppressive  regulations  of  tlio  Apothe-  the  larynx  shortens  the  tube  independent- 
caries, — a  generu  complaint,  which,  it  so  ly  of  the  contraction  between  the  thyroid 
happens,  affects  relations  of  mine  conside.  cartilage  and  <u  hyoideSf  and  at  the  samle 
rably, — who  very  justly  say,  if  wc  are  time  lessens  its  diameter.  The  same 
to  be  apothecaries,  why  give  us  a  physi-  effects  may  easily  l)e  detected  during  life  by 
cian's  Hncation  ?  and  aner  our  labours  placing  the  fini^er  on  the  trachea  imme- 
and  expenses  are  finished,  are  we  to  be  diatcly  above  the  stenium  during  the 
satisfied  with  an  apothecarv^s  license?  elevation  of  the  larynx,  when  the  trachea 
These  are  the  causes  of  this  budget;  and  is  found  to  ascend  out  of  the  chest,  and 
as  I  have  not  much  time  for  writing,  I  afterwards  to  return  to  its  former  position, 
wanted,  as  the  vulgar  say,  to  "  kill  two  a  movement  in  which  the  lungs  and  bron- 
birds  with  one  stone,"  (Wakley  and  the  chia  participate.  The  alteration  of  the 
Apothecaries.)  tube  in  diameter  may  also  be  perceived  by 
Hoping  that  my  frien^ls  will  not  forget  gfasi)ing  the  trachea  with  the  finger  and 
to  pat  this  in  your  letter-box,  and  that  thumb  during  the  elevation  and  depression 
joa  will  insert   this  in  the   Gazette  of  of  the  larynx. 

Saturday  next,  T  subscribe  myself  Such  are  the  principal  means  provided 

Your  Constant  Reader.  for  adjusting  the  vibrations  of  the  vocal 

Llrerpool, December 6. 1W6.  ^''^?  ^?  those  of  the  glottis;    but  as  tlio 

variation   of  length   is    not  sumcient   to 

I  have  not  put  my  name  to  this  paper,  render  the  tube  capable  of  adjusting  itself 

becaose  it  might  injure  several  relations;  to  the  whole  range  of  tones,  the  relative 

and  I  am  sure  what  Wakley  says  about  tension  of  its  surface  supplies  the  defici- 

anonjmous  letters  in  his  last  Lancet,  will  ency.      The  influence  of  the  tension  of 

have   no  more    weight    with   you,   than  elastic  membranes  in  modulating  the  tones 

his    endeavour   to    injure  you  will   have  produced  by  them  has  been  very  satisfac- 

with  the  profession.     He  proves  by  para-  torily  demonstrated  by  the  interesting  ex. 

graphs  from  the  Gazette,  that  when  his  periments  of  Savart,  and  it  is  no  doubt 

'*  Act"  was  first  made  you  spoke  favourably  materially    concerned    in   the   analogous 

of  it,  but  when  it  was  brought  into  use,  phenomena  of  the  voice.     The  diameter 

and  found  not  to  answer,  you  were  obliged  of  a  tube  docs  not  influence  the  pitch  of 

to  discountenance  it,  as  any  other  theory  its  sound,  but  there  is  an  obvious  appro, 

which  sounds  well  when  read,  but  which  is  priatencss  in  the  diminution  of  the  diame- 

totally  useless  in  practice.  ter  of  the  trachea  as  the  sound  becomes 

sharper;    for  experience  has   taught  the 

[We  have  given  insertion  to  the  above  makers  of  wind  instruments  that  the  best 

(slightly  condensed)  because  it  appears  to  qualities  of  tone  for  the  lower  notes  are 

he  written  by  a  student  who  makes  some  obtained  when  the  bore  of  the  instrument 

sensible  remarks  with  amusing  quaintness,  jg  i^Y^rCy  and  for  the  higher  notes  when  it 

At   the  same  time  we  beg  not  to  be  sup.  jj,  gmall.    The  influence  of  the  vocal  tube 

posed  to  concur  in  all  the  sentiments  ex-  as  far  as  relates  to  its  eflccts  on  the  key  of 

pressed  by  our  correspondent.— En.  Gaz  1  the  voice,  is  terminated  at  the  velum  pklati 

by  the  several  perforations  of  the  nostrils,  the 

Eustachian  tubes  and  the  mouth.      The 

EXPERI3IENTS  ON  THE  VOICE,  opinionof  Savart,  that  the  mouth  modifies 

TTAviwr  Iflid  bare  the  vocal  onrans  of  an  thekey  of  the  tone,isconse(|uently  erroneous. 

Snu'mi"?  I  mis^'  \r\ar7nrto  th"e  'y%^-''\^^''T''' ^^'^^^^^^^ 

-:*:^    «•  L^„^A  »««.in„  K«  tu^  oiorn«:#i«i  s^t'al  instruments;  for  instance,  the  lowest 

rr°oL"afoor.rbeYnrabtrhaTf  J'""t  of  .be  flnU,  «hid,  i.  sU  inche.  in 

"     .     /  '^   "   VkT-o^,-   fj^^  ,«i«t»f«i«  length,  having  three  perforations,  whenits 

an  inch,  and  at  the  same   time  minutely  ,     "    '  ^i  .u     .     «    V  «k«  ;« 

obsened  the  position  of  the  lowest  ring  Hv»  «">  "P^"  |"7f "  '^«  ^tL?Lw.  Jnt' 

of  the  trachea  in  reference  to  the  sternum,  strumct  only  half  a  note     The  "» portent 

By  this  operation  I  found  the  trachea  was  distinction  between  the  effects  of  air  pws- 

niitU  out  of  the  chest,  nearly  to  the  same  "'«  'trough  the  tubes  of  musical  .nstru- 

extent  a.  the  larynx  had  ieen  elevated  "'nt-"'  •fc.rd.ng  as  the.r  s.dw  are  rigid 

towards  the  base  of  the  skull.    My   next  »'  membranous,  is     hat  in  th«  f°™" 

^ep  wa.  to  examine  whether  any  change  ««.  »»  exempliBed  in  flutes    hautboys, 

^£•^H\^iSL7orThl?;ntr*^Lmi„'!S  Sd;sS-X\;t"wViu1?nt:U'fte"r    tt 

b.'diamer l/"ie*',ffi7n"  t?S"^^^^^  J«be  enter,  into Upound WbraUons  wiU. 

positioD,  I  again  derated  the  larynx  to  the  column  of  air.-Afr.  B.iAq><,»  t*«  Kotefc 
the  same  extent  as  before,  and  found  the 
diameter  diminished  one  third.     These  — 
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WORKING  OF  «  WAKLEY'S  ACT." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  able  and 
complete  exposure  of  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Honourable  (!)  Finsburian's  measure. 
I  feel  it  is  due  to  you  to  acknowledge  that 
in  a  few  days  after  the  insertion  of  ray 
note  and  your  powerful  remarks,  the  over- 
seer of  the  parish  of  called,  without 

any  solicitation  from  me,  and  discharged 
the  amount  of  the  coroner\'«  order. 

The  afl'air  speaks  for  itself,  and  requires 
no  comment  from — Your  obedient  servant, 

CUIRI'ROUS. 
Dec.  14.  1R86. 

NOTE  FROiM  MR.  WALKER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
I  8HALL  be  much  obliged  by  your  noticing 
the  following  errata^  which  appeared  in  my 
paper  of  Saturday  last,  December  10th. 

In  the  paragRiph  commencing  "Un- 
doubtedly the  arrangement  of  the  nerves 
of  the  eye,  &c.,"  for  "  distinction,"  read 
^  distribution  of  the  nen'ous  filaments." 
In  the  last  paragraph,  frr  "  carried  out 
and  perfected  by  liimself,"  read  '<  myself, 
&c." 

As  these  errors   materially    affect  the 
whole,   I   think   it    important  that  tlicy 
should  be  pointed  out.->I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Walker. 
Manchester,  Dec.  12,  1836. 

NEW  MEDICAL  ROOKS. 

Practical  Observations  on  various  sub- 
jects relating  to  Midwifery.  By  Dr.  James 
Hamilton,     Part  H.  8vo.  7s.  6^. 

Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Physic.  By 
D.  Craigie,  M.D.     Vol.  1,  8vo.  las. 

Outlines  of  a  Course  of  Jjccturcs  on 
Medical  Jurisprudence.  By  T.  S.  Traill, 
M.D.    2s.  6d. 

Elements  of  Medicine.  By  R.  Williams, 
M.D.     Vol.  1,  8vo.  10s.  fid. 

Quain's  Anatomical  Plates  of  the  Mus- 
cles.    Coloured  edition,  royal  folio,  51.  6s. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HATE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

December  15,  1836. 

William  Henry  Swallow,  UallAuc,  Yorkshire. 
John  Macartney,  Nolan. 
Hervin  George  Walker  Coates,  Salisbury. 
Joseph  Welaby,  Preacot,  Laiicoahlre. 


Charles  Stereos,  Oxford. 

Cliarlea  Mayoard  Frost. 

Thomas  Pooley  Smyth,  Ramsey,  Huntiocdooahlrt. 

William  Henry  Cullen. 

John  Bond,  Warwiclcshlre. 

Jnhn  Thompaon,  MldUleham. 

John  Roberts. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortality,  Dee,  13,  1836. 

AbfceRS         .       .      22 

Inflammation 

m 

Age  and  Debility  .    233 

Bowel»&  Stomach  20 

Apoplexy      .        .      65 

Brain 

2\ 

Asthma         .        .      86 

Lungs  and  Pleura  35 

Cancer          •        •      17 

Influenza     • 

1 

Childbirth     .        .      21 

Insanity 

U 

Consumption        .    333 

Jaundice       . 

4 

Const! piaion  of  the 

Liver,  diseased    . 

V 

Bowels       .        •        0 

Locked  Jaw          • 

1 

Convulsions         .     214 

Bleasies         .        • 

84 

Croup    ...      53 

Bfiscarriage  •        • 

» 

Dentition  orTeething76 

Mortification 

SI 

Diarrhoea      .        .        4 

Paralyais 

Zi 

Dropsy          .        .102 

Rheumatism     *    • 

5 

Dropsyonthe  Brain  41 

Scrofula 

8 

Dropsy  on  the  Che!»t  M 

Smali-pox     •       • 

69 

Dysentery     .        .        1 

Sore   Throat    ud 

Epilepsy      .        .        3 
£ryNipelas    .        .      18 

Qninsey    .        . 

4 

Spaama 

!5 

Ferer     ...      61 

Stone  9c  Gravel   . 

• 

Ferer,  Scarlet      .      42 

Stricture       • 

1 

Ferer,  Typhus     •        7 

Thrush 

48 

Gout      ...      SO 

Tumor 

5 

Htemorrhaffe        .        2 

Unkuown  Caases 

591 

Heart,  diseased    .      2d 

Hooping  Cough   .      70 

Casualtlea            • 

43 

Indigestion  .       •        1 

Increase  of  Burials,  a 

s  compared  with  7  mtt 

the  preceding  wee 

k              .       .  J  *• 

«• 

M  This  being  the  6S 

(d  Weekly  BlU,  and 

tba 

last  which  will  be  included  In  the  General  Bill  of 
the  present  year,  several  of  the  Parish  Clerk*  who 
had  neglected  to  make  their  retuma  In  due  order, 
have  now  reported  their  deficiencies ;  from  which 
cause  appears  the  ^ reatlncreaae  In  the  Burials. 
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TllKRMl»MKrKR.    BaROMKTBIU 

Tliursday. 

8 

from  as  to  45         29-33  to  29  10 

Friday    .  . 

9 

32 

41     :     2906 

28  92 

Satunlay  . 

10 

2S 

42    1    29  11 

29-3& 

Sunday  .  . 

11 

27 

41     )    29-45 

29  55 

Monday.  . 

12 

22 

50    1     2955 

29  31 

Tuesday .  . 

13 

45 

48 

29-22 

Stat. 

Wednesday  14 

82 

44 

29S3 

2ir4» 

Wind  S.W.  Except  the  9th  and  two  followiof 
days,  generally  cloudy,  with  frequent  rain.  A 
heavy  shower  of  hail  on  the  evening  of  the  8tb. 

Kain  fallen,  -85  of  an  Inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 


ERRATA. 

In  the  report  of  the  I^ndon  Committee  of 
the  British  Association,  on  the  Motions 
and  Sounds  of  the  Heart,  p.  96^,  col.  I, 
for  "  Exp.  58,"  read  "  Exp.  7,  9,  10,  13, 
14,"  Again,  lower  down,  same  col.,  far 
«  Exp.  C,  7,  9."  reed  «  Exp.  7,  12,  14.»» 
And  again,  still  lower  down,  far  **  Exp. 
7,  8,"  read  **  Exp.  7,  13,  14." 


Wilson  &  Son,  PrinU(rs,S7tSklniier>SU  Londeo. 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEING    A 

WEEKLY  JOUKIf^AL 

OF 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  24,  1836. 

LJBCTURES  Lf^aZ  diMnctions  relative  to  Pregnancy* — 

Questions  may  urise,  both  in  civil  and  cri- 
^^  minal  cases,  as  to  the  existence  of  preg- 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE:         ^^'J^J^*  ^^^  pregnant  stale  may  be  feigned, 

or  it  may  be  concealed ;  and  though  there 
DeUvtrtd  at  tlu  AUier$gate  School  if  Medicine,    «re  old  arrangements  still  in  force,  osten- 
sibly for  procuring  the  necessary  informa- 
Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  tion  on  this  head,  through  the  agency  of 

females, —  "  discreet  matrons,'* —  still  'the 
'  inefliciencv  of  such  method  has  often  been 

recognized,  and  the  more  usual  practice 
Lecture  Xlll.  m,^  jj  ^^  depute  professional  men  to  make 

Medic^tegal   co«^deratha   of   Pregmncn-    the  requisite  inquirie«.     It  i«  therefore  in- 
Coo  S,  «.*fcA  «A,  au^toinment  of  preg.    cnmbent  on  us  to  be  prepared  for  «uch 

snt^  i^iekndo"  -  Jury   of  matron,-  Alltged  preemnc^.-The  cu>es  in  ■«hicb 

SioN«orPBEOKANCY-o/<»n<rq,«to.-  *«  '^J^'^  praetiUoner  majT  be  ealled 

P4muU»  Mfu  of  pregnancy  from  .t,^rei«rf  "P°"  '*>',  •"•?  medico-legal  assistance,  are 

fmnmit  etmdiiulional  peculiarities,  and  en'  ,    i^V-  "**''*^  \         e                      .       j 

largtment  of  tlu,  peruH-Imporlanl  diagnosU  >•  "^J^"""  *.!'•*»  of  pregnancy  is  ad- 

friathttMeoftheanolalDi^^oloraPumof  '""'"^  \y  »  ''.'dow,  who,  soun  after  her 

embtgLsuit  rf  the  Jvix  uteri-Ballotte-    '''«  °/  *«.  «"'^»"'  °^  ?•"«»•  »''«  declares 

nv«lu«  (A«  <K>u  d^iv^Ufrom  at^ul-    "»  mhentance.  In  order  to  proTide  against 
ttUion.  -  any  imposition  m  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 

portance, the  old  Roman  law,  de  ventre  in» 
Thb  subject  which  next  presents  itself  to  spiciendOf  was  long  ago  adopted  in  this 
mtf  in  the  simple  and  natural  order  adopted    country ;  a  rude  and  barbarous  armnge- 


which  more  properly  belongs  to  the  teach-  "  discreet  men,"  by  a  number  of  "  discreet 

ers  of  physiology  and  midwifery.     A  view  women,''  who  handled  the  breasts   and 

of  the  subject  on  so  extensive  a  scale,  belly  of  the  examinant,  until  the  whole 

would  embrace  a  complete  history  of  the  party  were  satisfied  whether  she  was  really 

cbanges  which  occur  in  the  female  system  pregnant  or  not.      The  writ  authorizing 

from  the  moment  of  conception  to  tnat  of  this  sort  of  proceeding  has  been  at  di^ 

pmrtarition,  with  an  account  of  the  vari-  ferent  times    issued  :    in    the    reign    of 

oas  theories  which  have  been  suggested  Elizabeth  there  was  the  celebrated  case  of 

relatiye  to  the  causes  of  those  changes.  Lady  Willoughb^  ;  and  in  the  last  century 

Bat  onrpurpose  will  be  fully  answered,  if,  occurred  the  ease  of  Sir  John  Chaplyn's 

in  oarmedico  legal  capacity, we  be  enabled  lady,  whose   three  sisters-in-law  were  to 

to  satisfy  the  demands  occasionally  made  inherit,  provided  Lady  Chaplyn's  alleged 

OfQ  ms  in  courts  of  justice,  to  determine  pregnancy  did  not  prove  real. 

w1ielher» in  particular  instance8,pregnancy  Even  so  recently  as  a  year  ago,  in  the 

exists^ — how  long^— and  whether  the  foetus  case  of  Mrs.  Ann  Fox,  who  pleaded  prcg- 

be  aliye  or  not,  nancy,  and  the  probability  of  a  son  and 

473.— xi^.  2  E 
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heir  to  her  deceased  husband,  the  question  I  may  add,  that,  in  doe  time,  the  ooireeC- 

was  argued  at  large  in  Chancery,  whether  ness  of  the  professional  diagnosis  wasferi- 

the  old  writ  should  be  issued,  as  applied  fied ;  a  living  infant  was  broaj;;ht  forth 

for  by  the  heir  presamptive ;  and  it  would  in   less  than  four  months.*    Ought  not 

probably  have  been  granted  in  that  case,  this  to  put  an  end  to  the  jury  of  matrons' 

but  that,  during  the   tediousness  of  the  system  for   ever?      So  gross,   so  almost 

Chancery  suit,  the  lady's  pregnancy  be-  fatal  a  blunder,    ought   surely  to  stand 

came  so  far  advanced  as  to   leave  little  in  perpetual  judgment  against  such  a  prac- 

doubt  of  its  reality ;  a  slight  surveillance,  tice.     Yet  the  old  law  remains,  nor  is 

in  the  shape  of  an  occasional  visit  fmm  tliere  any  likelihood  of  its  being  soon  re- 

two  matrons  and  two  medical  men,  was  pealed.    The  only  chance,  therefore^  of  a 

all  that  was  then  deemed  necessary  *.  rational  proceeding,  is   to  be  looked  for 

2.  In  criminal  cases,  pregnancy  is  some-  from  the  discretion  of  the  judges.  As  they 

times  pleaded  in  bar  of  execution:  it  forms  have,  in  some  civil  cases,  committed  tM 

the  ground  of  a  reprieve — infavorem  prolis  examination  of  the  person  to  two  phy^i- 

— that  the  innocent  may  not  suffer  with  cians  and  two  surgeons,  selected  for  the 

the  guilty.    This  law  also  has  come  down  purpose,  so  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  custom 

to   us  from   ancient  Rome,  where  it  was  will  be  generally  followed,  and  that  the 

held  "  quod  prsegnantis  mulierisdamnatie  female  jnry  may  be  only  known  by  the 

psna  diflferatur,  quoad  pariaf    But  be-  next  generation,  as  one    of   the  absurd 

fore  the  plea  is  admitted,  it  must  be  made  things  which  their  fathers  bad  so  long 

good  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  **  twelve  and  so  strangely  countenanced, 
matrons,  or  discreet  women,''  impanelled        3.  ft  may  be  necessary,  in  other  cases 

from  among  those  who  may  happen  to  be  beside  those  in  which  a  prisoner  is  capi- 

present  in  court :  and  it  must  be  found,  tally  condemned,  to  inquire  into  the  fact 

not  only  that  the  prisoner  is  pregnant,  but  of  pregnancy.     The  magistrate   may  be 

that  she  bears  a  quick  or  living  child.  induced   to  grant  a   mitigation   of   po- 

Jurtf  of  Matrons.  —  The    absurdity   of  nishment — the  severities  of  imprisonment 

committing    so    difficult    an   inquiry    to  or  hard  labour  may  be  relaxed,  should  the 

such  referees,  must  be  obvious   to  every  convict  prove  to  be  pregnant, 
one:    but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that        4.  And  lastly,  the  question  may  be  of 

the  practice  is  worse  than  absurd  —  that  vital  importance  in  regard  to  charges  of 

it  is  mischievous,  and  fraught  with  dan-  attempted  abortion.    If  pregnancy  were 

ger.      This    had    nearly    been    the   case  denied  by  the  accused,  and  not  shown  to 

in  an  instance   which  occurred  at   Nor-  exist  upon  sufficient  medico- legal  evidence, 

wich   about  three  years  ago.    A   female  it  is  clear  that  there  would  be  no  corptu 

was  cOiidemned  to    death :   she  pleaded  delicti :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  compe- 

pregnancy,  for  a  respite  of  her  sentence,  tent  professional  testimony  that  the  pri- 

and  a  jury  of  matrons,  such  as  the  court-  soner  is  positively  not  pregnant,  most  put 

house  afforded,  was  impanelled  to  try  her  an  end  to  any  charge  of  the  sort  preferred 

plea.    The  jury  and  the  prisoner  retired  against  her. 

for  an  hour;  but  what  methods  were  taken  Concealed  pregnancy. — The  detection  of 
for  ascertaining  the  fact  of  pregnancy  dur-  pregnancy  is  in  general  a  difficult  task; 
ing  that  time,  we  know  not :  we  only  but  especially  so  when  the  female  is  gift- 
know  that  the  verdict  of  the  twelve  dii-  ed  with  powers  of  deceit,  and  has  strong 
creet  women  was,  that  the  convict  was  not  motives  for  concealing  her  condition, 
pregnant.  The  crime  for  which  the  un-  When  the  attention  of  the  medical 
fortunate  woman  was  tried  was  murder;  man  is  not  immediately  directed  to  that 
her  execution,  thcrePctre,  as  the  law  then  point,  and  no  circumstances  occur  to 
required,  was  to  take  place  on  tlie  next  awake  his  suspicion,  as  when  his  ser- 
day  but  one  after  her  trial.  vices  are   required  for  other  complaints, 

It  fortunately  happened  that  the  atten-  nothing  is  more  common   than   that  he 

tion  of  two  or  three  intelligent  surgeons  should  find  himself  astonished  at  last  by 

was  attracted  to  the  case.    They  procured  the  operations  of  nature.    Ridicule  ancl 

an  opportunity  of  examining  the  prison-  blame  have  often  been  the  meed  of  the 

er's  person,  and  came  to  a  very  different  practitioner  for  his  supposed  simplicity, 

conclusion  from  that  of  the  discreet  jury  in  thus  letting  himself  Kmb  duped,  even  in 

of  matrons  :  they  found  that  she  was  in  the  cases  where  no  moral  presumption  could 

sixth  mnuthofprcgnancy,and that  thechild  well  have  been  entertained  respecting  the 

was   alive.     By  much  excrtitm,  deserving  conduct  of   his    patient.      But  whether 

of  the  blithest  praise,  they  were  enabled  to  blame  justly  attaches  or  not  in  such  cases, 

make  a  timely  representation  of  the  true  1  shall  not  stay  to  inquire :  it  is  the  affiiir 

state  of  ^hc  case  to  the  judge,  and  the  con-  of  the  practitioner,   in  the  dischaige  of 

sequence  was  that  a  reprieve  was  granted,  his  ordinary  routine  duties.     We,  in  our 
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medico- legal  capacity,  nmstneyer  be  with-  who  poisoned  herself.     From  the  history 

oat  our  sotpicions ;  we  are  called  in,  in  of  the  case,  and  an  evidently  recent  laccra- 

fiiet,  only  wnen  suspicion  already  exists,  tion  of  the  hymen,  it  was  probable  that 

and  it  is  oar  business  to  determine  whether  impregnation  had  taken  place  within  a 

it  be  well  founded  or  not.  very  short  period.     In  the  uterus,  which  is 

somewhat  larger  and  redder  than  in  the 

8I0N8  OF  paEGNANcr.  virgin  state,  was  found  a  quantity  of  gcla- 

What  are  the  signs  on  Which  the  medi-  tinous  matter,  with  that  dark  coagulated 

cal  jurist  may   depend   as  indicative   of  blood  in  small  flakes  which  John  Iluntcr 

{pregnancy  ?     It  is  plain  that,  for  medico-  describes  as  belonging  to  incipient  infceta-. 

ef^l  purposes,  thdse  vague  indications  on  tion.    Both  the  ovaries  appear  turgid  with 

which  the  ynlgar  place  reliance,  and  which  very  dark  bloud;  the  section  of  the  left 

have  been  unreasonably  called  the  rational  displays  a  corpus  lutenm,  with  aT-shaped 

signs,  can  be  of  little  or  no  use.     At  the  scar  in  the  corresponding  surface,  through 

▼ery  utmost  they  may  warrant  a  presump-  which  the  ovum  had  probably  escaped. 

tion;  but,  collected  as  they  must  be  from  In  the  riffht  ovary  may  be  seen  an  ovum 

extraneous  circumstances,  or  the  allega-  apparently  mature  for  impregnation.  Roth 

tions  of  the  females  themselves,  they  can  the  fallopian  tubes  were  filled  with  a  fluid, 

only  be  received  with  the  utmost  caution,  whiter  and  more  opaque  than  mucus;  and 

In  legal  medicine  we  must  have  visible,  in  the  uterus  was  a  similar  fluid,  but  more 

tangible,  and  audible  proofs,  and  more  or  gelatinous    and  transparent.      It   would 

less  of  these  in   combination,  before  we  have  been  interesting  had  this  fluid  been 

attain  what  would  deserve  to  be  considered  more  particularly  examined  as  to  its  phy- 

as  conclusive  evidence.  sical  and  chemical   characters.      I  shaJl 

Let  us  first  suppose  the  pregnancy  to  be  have  occasion   to  refer  to  this  drawing 

nterine,  and  that  the  changes  consequent  again  *. 

on  the  development  of  the  embryo  proceed  Enumeration  of  the  siens  of  pregnancy, — 

in  their  ordinary  or  normal  course.    Ex-  In  enumerating  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 

tra^nterine  pregnancy,  and  the  irregulari-  the  pregnant  state,  we  cannot  wholly  over. 

ties  attendant  upon  that  and  other  condi>  look  those  which  are   properly  esteemed 

tionsy  may  afterwards  be  more  conveni>  vulgar,  although  they  be  so  little  worthy 

ently  noticed.  of  notice  for  the  purposes  of  forensic  me- 

(J^uttion    of  conception,  —  It    has    been  dicine.      The  first  three  among  the  fol. 

thought  that  soon  after  conception  some  lowing  are  of  this  kind — viz.  suppression 

appearances  indicati\e  of  the  occurrence  of  the  menses,  morning  sickness,  and  en- 

of  that  state  might  be  observed.      Rut  largement  of  the  breasts  and  bell  v. 

it  would  be   idle   to  mention   the  falla>  1.  Suppressioti  of  the  menses. — The  fact  of 

cions  and  ridiculous  signs  which  were  once  the  non-appearance  of  the  catamenia  at 

deiiendcd  on  by  medical  authorities,  and  the  usual  period   can  be   of  little  valuo 

still  arc  by  gossiping  people  of  either  sex.  in  a  medico-Iegral  point  of  view;  yet,  as  a 

They  were  almost  all  grounded  on  certain  symptom  of  pregnancy,  it  is  the  one  which 

sensations  supposed   to  hive  been  expe-  commonly  makes  the  strongest  impression 

rienced  by  the  female— a  sudden  chill,  ex-  on  females  themselves,  and  from  which 

cessive  languor,  &c. — after  increased  sexual  they  usually  calculate  the  date  of  their 

enjoyment.    The  question,  however,  is  sel-  gestation.    Rut  it  is  obvious  that  suppres- 

dom   or  never  proposed   to  the   medical  sion  of  the  menstrual  discharge  may  be 

jurist,  to  determine  the  fact  of  recent  con-  owing  to  a  variety  of  circumstances  beside 

oeption  in  the  Ucing  female.      Where  a  pregnancy.     At  a  certain  time  of  life  it 

woman  has  died  presently  after  an  alleged  indicates  a  total  cessation  of  the  functions 

connexion — from  poisoning  or  other  in-  of  child-bearing;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 

jury — it  may  be  possible  to  gather  from  the  women  have  been  pregnant  without  ever 

state  of  the   organs  of  generation  some  having  had  the  menses.     Women  again 

strong  presumptions,  which  may  greatly  may  menstruate  more  or  less  during  the 

corroborate  the  circumstantial  and  moral  period  of  pregnancy.    Heberden  mentions 

evidence.      A   deciduous  membrane  may  a  lady  who  had  borne  several  children,  yet 

be  found  lining  the  cavity  of  the  uterus;  had  never  cra.sed,  either  during  her  preg- 

m  mucous-looking  fluid  resembling  semen  nancy  or  nursing,  to  menstruate  regularly. 

may  be  found  in  that  cavity,  as  well  as  Denman,  on  the  contrary,  insists  strongly 

Krbaps  in  the  fallopian  tubes ;  and  pro-  on  the  sign,  and  considers  it  as  a  dne  qua 
bly  a  corpus  luteum  may  be  detected  in  non  of  the  pregnant  state. 
one  or  other  of  the  ovaries.  2.  NaiufUf  S^c,^  The  concomitant   cir- 
I  have  here  [exhibiting  it]  a  very  beau-  cnmstanees  of  morning  sickness,  depraved 
tiful  drawing  made  from  nature  by  my  appetite,  irregular  aches  and  pains,  sharp- 
accomplished  colleague.  Dr.  Hope.    It  re-  ness  of  the  features,  &c.,  may  be  classed 

presents  the  state  of  the  vagina,  uterus,     

and  its  appendages,  in  a  young  female  •  see  an  engraving  from  It  In  next  lecture. 
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together  as  a  set  of  vague  signs,  which  ac- 
quire any  value  only  when  strongly  corro. 
huratcd  by  collateral  facts.  It  is  true  that 
most  pregnant  women  do  experience  many 
of  these  symptoms  during  pregnancy;  but 
we  must  recollect  that  they  may  all  origi. 
nate  in  totally  different  causes,  and  are 
sometimes  not  observable  during  the  whole 
period  of  gestation.  As  to  sharpness  of 
the  features,  it  is  certainly  peculiar,  but 
is  chiefly  observable  only  in  the  later 
mouths,  when  the  abdomen  is  very  large — 
the  integuments  of  the  face  being  then 
affected,  even  drawn  down  by  the  (listen- 
sion  and  weight  of  the  part:  it  is  that 
condition  which  the  gossips  call  being 
"  all  mouth  and  eyes." 

Dr.  Dewees  lays  great  stress  upon  a  sign 
which  he  holds  to  be  infallible,  and  that 
is,  a  peculiar  kind  of  salivation  which 
sometimes  takes  place:  the  pregnant  wo- 
man spits  frequently,  and  in  such  a  way 
as  to  justify  the  remark  that  she  is  "  spit- 
ting cotton.'*  In  this  country,  or  at  least 
in  Ireland,  as  we  shall  see  by  a  trial  to 
which  I  shall  probably  refer  in  the  sequel, 
the  term  is  not  very  diflTerent,  and  evi- 
dently applies  to  the  same  thing:  the  wo- 
man is  said  to  be  spitting  "  long  spits." 
But  these  are  matters  obviously  of  little.or 
no  practical  importance  to  the  medical 
jurist 

3.  Eiilarf^ement  of  the  breasts  and  abdomen, 
— The  breasts  sometimes  become  unusu- 
ally large,  and  are  popularly  noticed  as 
symptoms  of  pregnancy.  Should  this  en- 
largement be  contemporaneous  with  other 
well-marked  signs,  it  may  have  some  va- 
lue ;  but  the  breasts  so  frequently  sympa- 
thize with  the  uterine  system,  ana,  indeed, 
are  so  invariably  affected  in  their  size  and 
consistency  by  accumulation  or  suppres- 
sion of  the  menstrual  fluid,  to  whatever 
cause  that  circumstance  may  be  owing, 
that  it  can  clearly  be  only  accounted  as 
a  collateral  and  very  vague  sign.  Even 
though  there  be  milk  in  the  breasts,  it 
is  far  from  being  a  certain  sign  perse; 
for  virgins  are  known  to  have  had  a 
secretion  of  that  fluid;  and  old  women, 
too,  long  after  the  cessation  of  child- 
bearing;  nay,  men  have  had  an  abun- 
dant flow  of  milk  in  their  breasts,  suf- 
iiient  at  least,  according  to  some  re- 
markable narratives  given  us  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  celebrated  Humboldt,  and 
Captain  Franklin,  in  his  Overland  Jour- 
ney, to  suckle  their  own  children. 

The  aMomen.^\yiih  respect  to  enlarge- 
ment of  the  abd<»men,  that  most  po- 
pular  -of  the  visible  signs  of  pregnancy, 
we  must  take  care  not  to  be  deceivecl. 
In  the  first  plaoe,  are  we  sure  when  we 
observe  this  increase  of  size  that  it  is 
owing  to  an  enlargement  of  the  ute- 
ros?   and    secondly,   are    we   quite  sure 


that  such  enlargement  is  owing  to  the  pre- 
sence and  the  development  of  a  fosttis? 
These  are  points  on  which  we  must  hare 
some  assurance  before  we  can  infer  the 
fact  of  pregnancy. 

The  phenomenon  may  rasnlt  from  drop. 
sy  —  simple,  or  encysted,  or  ovarian  — 
from  tympanitis,  or  other  affections,  with 
the  diagnostic  signs  of  which  we  ought  to 
be  sufficiently  well  acquainted  not  to  con- 
found them  with  the  effects  of  pregnancr. 

Enlargement  of  the  abdomen  in  uterine 
pregnancy  is  generally  uniform  and  sym- 
metrical— an  appearance  which  serFes  to 
distinguish  it  from  that  which  is  conse- 

auent  on  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  or 
ropsy  of  the  ovaries.  The  degree  of  aug- 
mentation which  is  observed  to  charac- 
terise the  several  stages  of  pregnancy  is 
worth  attending  to. 

No  very  obvious  enlargement  of  the  ab- 
domen can  probably  be  observed  until 
after  the  completion  of  the  fourth  month. 
About  this  time,  say  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth  months,  the  belly  begins  to  be 
globular,  the  skin  appears  oistended,  and 
the  fundus  uteri  is  found  to  correspond 
to  the  middle  point  between  the  umbili- 
cus and  the  pubes.  On  the  completion  of 
the  sixth  month  the  fundus  has  reached 
about  the  height  of  the  umbilicus.  The 
augmentation  of  volume  is  now  very  strik- 
ing. About  the  seventh  or  eighth  month 
the  fundus  is  perceived  to  be  higher,  consi- 
derably so  in  many  cases,  than  the  navel. 
Towards  the  early  part  of  the  ninth 
month  the  fundns  even  reaches  the  scro. 
biculus  cordis,  though,  shortly  before  par- 
turition, there  is  a  manifest  sinking  of  the 
parts  to  about  the  volume  they  occupied  in 
the  course  of  the  eighth  month. 

The  state  of  the  navel  ought  not  to  be 
overlooked.  It  undergoes  changes  in  its 
figure  during  the  regular  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen;  it  is  ultimately  thrown  out- 
wards, first  becoming  gredually  oblite- 
rated, or  at  least  levelled  with  the  surface 
of  the  belly;  and  during  the  latter  months 
assuming  the  form  of  a  prominent  boss. 

4.  Areola. — The  preceding  signs  are,  as 
I  have  said,  more  or  less  fallacious :  those, 
however,  which  I  have  now  to  notice  are 
deserving  of  a  higher  degree  of  attention ; 
and  the  first  of  these  is  the  peculiar  state 
of  the  nipple,  and  of  the  integument  around 
it,  constituting  the  areola. 

The  appearance  of  the  areola  as  indi- 
cative of  pregnancy,  has  long  been  observ- 
ed by  medical  men,  and  some  have  been 
known  to  place  great  reliance  upon  it  Vr, 
William  Hunter  is  said  to  have  considered 
it  as  a  master-sign ;  and  a  story  is  told  of 
his  having  pronounced  awomanpregniant, 
whoite  body  he  merely  happened  to  see  in 
the  dissecting-room;  and  he  ]>ersisted  in 
his  assertion,  though  it  was  objected  to 
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bim  that  the  hymen  was  unruptured :  bis  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  in- 

diagnosis,  however,  was  formed  from  the  creases  in  some  as  pregnancy  advances,  as 

appearance  of  the  areola,  and  bis  opinion  does  also  the  depth  of  colour.    In  the  cen- 

prored  to  be  fully  justified  by  the  subse>  tre  of  this  circle  the  nipple  is  observed 

quent  inspection  of  the  internal  parts.  partaking  of  the  altered  colour  of  the  part. 

But  little  notice  seems  to  have  been  be-  and  appearing  turgid  and  prominent ;  and 
stowed  on  this  diagnostic  sign  of  late  years,  the  part  of  the  areola  more  immediately 
and,  in  fact  it  had  fallen  into  almost  total  around  the  base  of  the  nipple  has  its  sar- 
discredit,  when  Dr.  Montgomery,  of  Dub-  face  rendered  unequal  by  the  prominence 
liOy  took  it  up,  and  by  his  excellent  de-  of  the  glandular  follicles,  which,  varying 
Bcription  of  its  characteristic  appearance,  in  number  from  twelve  to  twenty,  project 
brought  it  into  much  higher  estimation  from  the  sixteenth  to  .^he  eighth  of  an 
than  it  has  ever  before  enjoyed.  I  shall  inch ;  and,  lastly,  the  integument  cover- 
read  for  yon  some  part  of  his  observa>  ing  the  part  is  observed  to  be  softer  and 
tioos  on  the  subject;  they  are  taken  from  more  moist  than  that  which  surrounds  it; 
bis  very  able  and  elaborate  article  in  the  and  the  breasts  themselves  are,  at  the  same 
CffcLptedia  rf  Practical  Medicinef  on  the  time,  observed  to  be  full  and  firm,  at  least 
^  Signs  of  Pregnancy."  After  remarking  more  so  than  was  natural  to  the  person 
that  this  is  one  of  the  changes  consequent  previously.  Such,"  adds  Dr.  Montgomery, 
on  pregnancy  which  is  of  the  "  utmost  va-  **  such  we  believe  to  be  the  essential  cha- 
Ine"  in  evic(ence  of  the  fact,  and  having  racter  of  the  true  areola,  the  result  of  preg- 
Boticed  Rflsderer's  account  of  the  areola,  nancy;  and  that  when  found  possetdng 
be  proceeds :~"  One  other  we  shall  add,  these'  distinctive  marktf  it  ought  to  to 
as  equally  constant,  which  is  a  soft  and  looked  on  as  the  result  of  that  condition 
moist  btate  of  the  integument,  which,  to-  alone,  no  other  cause  being  capable  of  pro. 
pether  with  its  altered  colour^  gives  us  the  ducing  it." 

idea  of  a  part  in  which  there  is  going  for-  Placing  the  fullest  reliance  on  the  accn- 
ward  a  greater  degree  of  vital  action  than  racy  of  this  description,  I  should  recom- 
is  in  operation  around  it ;  and  we  not  un-  mend  to  you  the  importance  of  comparing 
frequently  find  that  the  little  glandular  it  with  actual  examples,  as  they  may 
follicles  are  bedewed  with  a  secretion  suf-  happen  to  fall  in  your  way.  In  order 
ficient  to  damp  and  colour  the  woman's  to  judge  satisfactorily  from  appearances 
inner  dress.  We  must  recollect,  also,  that  like  these,  it  were  advisable  to  combine 
these  changes  do  not  take  place  imme-  your  own  experience  with  the  observations 
diately  after  conception,  but  occur  in  dif-  of  others ;  and  I  need  scarcely  add,  that 
ferent  persons  after  uncertain  intervals;  no  pains  can  be  superfluous  when  bestowed 
we  must  therefore  consider,  in  the  first*  for  the  purpose  of  putting  us  in  posses- 
place,  the  period  of  pregnancy  at  which  sion  of  so  capital  a  sign.  Only  con- 
we  may  exfiect  to  gain  any  useful  in  forma-  ceive  the  importance  of  our  being  able  to 
tion  from  the  condition  of  the  areola."  obtain  evidence  of  a  highly  probable,  if 

**  We  cannot  speak  very  positively  as  to  not  a  conclusive,  character,  from  simply 

what  may  be  the  earliest  period  at  which  viewing  the  female  mamma !     I  dare  not, 

this  change  can  be  observed,  but  we  have  from  any  experience  of  my  own,  venture  to 

certainly  been  satisfied  of  its  existence  at  assert  that  so  high  an  amount  of  evidence 

tbr  end  of  the  second  month;  at  which  pe*  can  be  procured  from  even  the  most  careful 

riod  the  change  of  colour  is  by  no  means  inspection:  bat  the  authority  of  Dr.  Monjt- 

the  most  distinct  character  to  be  observed ;  gomery,  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh,  and 

hot  the  turgescence  of  the  nifiple,  and  the  others  who  have  recently  devoted  their  at- 

development  of  the  little  glandular  foUi-  tention   to   this  subject,  is  suflicient    to 

clea,  are  the  objects  which  should  princi-  warrant  me  in  pointing  out  to  you  the 

pally  engage  our  attention, — the  colour  at  change  of  appearance  in  the  areola  as  a 

this  period  being,  in  general,  little  more  sign  of  pregnancy  worthy  of  your  most 

than  a  deeper  shade  of  rose  or  flesh  colour,  especial  notice. 

slightly  tinged  with  a  yellowish  or  brown-  Discoloration  of  the  vagina, — As  samewhat 
isb  hue.  During  the  progress  of  the  next  related  to  the  alteration  of  colour  just  no. 
two  months,  the  changes  in  the  areola  are,  ticed,  I  may  here  introduce  a  few  words 
in  general,  perfected,  or  nearly  so;  audit  respecting  a  curious  diagpfiostic  sign  of 
then  presents  the  following  character: —  pregnancy  lately  announced  in  Parent- 
A  cirele  around  the  nipple,  whose  colour  Duchatolet*8  volumes.  It  appears  that  the 
Taries  in  intensity  according  to  the  pecu-  extensive  opportunities  which  M.  Jacoue- 
liar  complexion  of  the  individual,  neing  min  has  had,  in  examining  the  public 
aenerally  much  darker  in  pers<ms  with  women  at  the  Dispensatory  in  Paris,  have 
Black  hair,  dark  eyes,  and  sallow  skins,  enabled  that  gentleman  to  discover  a  pe* 
than  in  those  of  fair  hair,  lij^ht-coloured  culiarity  belonging  to  the  pregnant  stated- 
eyes,  and  delicate  complexions.  The  ex-  namely,  a  change  of  colour  in  the  lining 
tent  of  the  circle  varies  from  a  diameter  of  membrane  of  the  vagina.    It  becomes  of  a 


4:^  DR.  CUMMIN  ON'  FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

Tiolet  hae,or  purplish,  like  the  lees  of  wine,  fact  of   quickening.      The    pbenomcBM 

M.  Ja<:quemin  says  lie  is  never  deceived  of  quickening  was  supposed  bj  the  <^der 

in  this  appearance,  and  that  he  can  de-  physiologists  to  arise  from  the  accession  of 

pcnd  upon  it  even  without  taking  into  ac-  life  (as  the  term  implies)  to  the  foetus  at 

count  any  of  the  other  symptoms  com-  that  period.    But  when  we  know  that  what 

monly  observed.     lie  has  had,  it  seems,  no  is  understood  in  general  by  (piiekeniiti^  doei 

less  than  4,500  cases  passing  through  his  not  take  place  till  between  the  fourth  or 

hands,  and  upon  which  he  was  enabled  to  fifth  month  after  conception,  we  are  pre* 

prove  the  correctness  of  his  diagnosis.  pared  to  reject  that  hypothesis,  for  we 

Should  this  be  found  eventually  a  good  know  that  the  communication  <»f  life  is  the 

test  of  pregnancy,  it  will  be  of  great  im-  immediate  consequence,  if  not  the  ttrj 

portance  in  foreasic  medicine.     In  ordi-  essence,  of  the  act  of  conception, 

nary  practice  there  would  be  strong  oh-  It  is  more  probable  that  quickening^  so 

jections  to  the  employment  of  it, — while  called,  is  the  first  impression  made  by  tbe 

evenr  facility  would  be  afforded  fur  ob-  foetus  on  the  mother,  the  foetus  being  then 

serving  the  areola:  but  in  medico-legal  sufficiently    developed,    and    sufficiently 

practice  the  awkwardness  of  applying  the  lively,  to  make  a  sensible  impression  oo 

speculum  vaginte  would,  perhaps,  be  readily  the  mother  by  its  movement 

overlooked.  Another  hypothesis,  of  more  recent  date 

6.  Motions  of  the  fietus,-^The  remaining  than  the  foregoing,  is,  that  it  arises  fmin 
signs  are  of  what  has  been  called  a  sensible  the  sudden  ascent  of  the  uterus  ont  of  tbe 
nature,  perceptible  by  the  touch  or  hear-  pelvis,  that  viscus  now  requiring  more 
ing :  they  are  derived  more  immediately  room  for  its  development, 
from  the'  presence  of  the  foetus,  and  are  But  whatever  be  the  true  caose,  the 
to  be  appreciated  when  the  child  is  alive  sensation  to  the  mother  is  decisive.  She 
and  healthy.  We  may  perceive  the  move-  generally  compares  it  to  something  tap- 
ment  of  the  foetus  by  having  recourse  to  a  ping  within  the  uterus,  or  to  the  flutter- 
little  management.  Towards  the  conelu-  ing  of  a  bird ;  and  syncope  often  accom- 
sion  of  the  fifth  month,  or  even  somewhat  panies  the  first  impression, 
earlier  (for  some  quicken^  as  it  is  called,  The  time  of  quickening  is  not  the  same 
that  is,  feel  the  first  symptoms  of  the  vita-  in  different  women,  for  it  depends,  1st,  on 
lity  of  a  being  within  them,  earlier  than  the  acuteness  of  the  mother's  sensations; 
others),  the  organs  of  locomotion  in  the  2dly,onthestrengthof  thefcBtus;  and3dly, 
feetus  are  in  such  a  state  of  activity  as  to  on  the  quantity  of  the  liquor  amnii  present 
become  sensible  to  the  hand  applied  These  remarks  are  not  to  be  considered 
on  the  exterior  of  the  abdomen,  and  as  made  on  a  point  merely  curious:  for 
are  even  sometimes  distinctly  visible  the  medical  jurist  may  be  particularly  ex- 
through  the  clothes  of  the  female.  It  must,  amined  as  to  the  fact  of  quickening,  whe- 
however,  be  recollected,  that  in  some  wo-  ther  it  has  taken  place  or  not :  the  crime 
men,  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  uterus  of  wilful  abortion,  for  example,  is  either  a 
and  of  the  intestines  may  present  very  capital  felony,  or  one  of  a  lower  degree  of 
similar  phenomena ;  and  even  experienced  guilt,  according  as  the  fact  of  qaickening 
accoucheurs  are  said  to  have  been  deceived  may  have  been  ascertained  or  not  But 
by  relying  upon  this  sign.  What  Dr.  the  medical  witness  has  no  other  means  of 
Gooch  says  on  the  subject — and  he  attaches  solving  the  question,  than  by  ascertaining 
very  high  importance  to  it — deserves  to  be  the  movement  of  the  foetus, 
quoted: — "If  the  hand  is  laid  on  the  6.  State  of  the  cervix  uteri.  —  The  next 
naked  abdomen,  between  the  pubes  and  sign  to  which  I  would  direct  your  at- 
the  umbilicus,  the  fcetus  will  sometimes  be  tention,  is  that  which  must  lie  asccr- 
felt  to  stir.  As,  however,  it  moves  only  tained  by  the  touch — le  toucher  of  the 
occasionally,  this  may  not  happen  during  French  accoucheurs.  In  the  nnimpreg- 
the  examination.  It  is  said  that  by  dip-  nated  state,  it  will  be  remembered  that 
ping  the  hand  in  cold  water,  and  laying  it  the  cervix  uteri  forms  a  nipple-likepromi- 
suddenly  on  the  na)(ed  abdomen,  the  foetus  nence,  which  projects  into  the  vagina 
may  be  made  to  move.  As  I  have  long  about  two-thirds  of  an  inch.  Shortly  be- 
had  the  cold  hand  of  a  dyspeptic  sufferer,  fore  delivery,  it  is  found  almost  wholly 
I  have  no  occasion  to  dip  my  hand  in  cold  obliterated,  or  nearly  flat,  to  the  finger, 
water;  it  is  always  cola  enough  to  make  Now  the  obliteration  is  effected  gradually) 
the  patient  shrink,  and  by  laying  it  sud-  during  the  state  of  pregnancy,  but  a 
denly  on  the  naked  abilomcn,  I  have  change  does  not  begin  to  be  perceived  un- 
sometimes  felt  the  child  move,  but  this  has  til  atK)ut  the  fifth  month.  By  the  seventh, 
been  <mly  an  occasional  occurrence.  If  it  has  become  much  altered,  very  soft, 
distinctly  felt,  it  is  of  course  the  most  con-  broad,  and  short,  and  so  on  to  the  close  of 
elusive  symptom.**  gcstatitm.     In  making  the  examination 

Quickening. — Connected  in  Some  measure  requisite  for  ascertaining  the  state  of  the 

with  this  subject  is  the  question  of  the  part,  and  thus  judging  of  the  stage  of 
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mcjgnaiicy,    the  foreilDgcr  of  the   right  tended  with  advantages  to  the   medical 

band  is  to  be  applied  against  the  projec-  jurist  which  cannot  be  too  highly  prized. 

tion  in  the  ragina,  while  the  left  hand  is  We  are  indebted  to  M.  Kergaradec  for 

to   be  laid  on  the  abdomen.      By  then  the  first  hint  of  applying  auscultation,  with 

pressing     gently    with     the    left    hand  the  naked  ear,  or  the  stethoscope,  to  the 

downward,  the  finger  in  the  vagina  has  abdomen  of  the  pregnant    female.      M. 

full  liberty  to  explore  the  shape  and  size  Mayor,  of  Geneva,  preceded  him,  indeed. 

of  the  cervix,  at  the  same  time  that  ano«  by  a  few  years,  in  observing  the  pulsations 

ther  observation  may  be  made.    By  alter-  of  the  foetal  heart  through  the  abdominal 

nately  forcing  upwaird  with  the  right  fore-  parietes;  but  not  having  made  any  practical 

finger,  and  downward  with  the  left  hand,  application  of  the  fact,  he  has  scarcely 

we  may  assure  ourselves  that  the  tumor  any  claim  as  a  discoverer.    Through  the 

felt  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen  is  stethoscope,  M.  Kergaradec  detected  two 

the  same  as  that  felt  through  the  vagina —  distinct  systems  of  pulsation  in  the  abdo- 

the  most  satisfactory  proof  that  it  is  an  en.  men  of  the  pregnant  female— the  one  be- 

larged  uterus.    This  method  mav  be  prac-  longing  to  the  fcetal  heart,  the  other  to 

Used  with  effect  as  early  as  the  fourth  the  placenta.    Let  us  suppose  the  w^oman 

or  fifth  month:  but  it  should  be  added,  five  or  six  months  gone  with  child:  on  ap- 

that  the  examination  as  to  the  form  of  the  plying  the  stethoscope  or  the  naked  car  to 

cervix  cannot  in  general  be  successruliy  the  middle  space  between  the  umbilicus 

made  until  about  the  sixth.    Both  this  and  the  crural  arch  on  the  left  side,  we 

examination  and  the  former,  relative  to  shall  probably  hear  a  ticking  sound  like 

the  movement  of  the  foetus,  may  be  perhaps  that  of  a  watch  ;  this  is  the  beating  of  the 

best  effected,  the  female  being  recumbent,  fcetal  heart,  and  the  pulsations,  which  are 

Dr.  Gooch  says,  'Uhe  bladder  should  be  double,  are  generally  from  about   120   to 

empty,  the  woman  in  bed,  in  her  night-  160  in  the  minute,  while  perhaps  the  mo- 

dress,  on  her  back,  in  a  posture  between  ther's  pulse,    reckoned    by    holding    the 

sitting  and  lying,  with  the  knees  slightly  wrist  at  the  same  time,  does  not  exceed  70. 

drawn  up.''  I  may  mention  here,  in  passing,  that 

Bc//0tt«i/i«iit.— Anothcrimportant  point  to  there  appearssome  contrariety  in  the  state- 

be  ascertained  by  the  touch  is  the ba//ot^CT9i€/if.  ments  of  different  observers  respecting  the 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  pregnant  rate  of  the  foetal  pulse.     Dr.  Jeffray,  of 

oterns  the  foetus  floats  in  the  liquor  amnii,  Glasgow,  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh, 

and  wh^n  the  female  who  is  to  be  examin-  and  others,  maintain  that  the  pulsation  in 

ed  is  in  the  erect  posture,  the  head  of  the  the  umbilical  cord,  and,  of  course,  that  of 

fcBtns,  if  there  be  one  present,  must  rest  the  foetal  heart,  does  not  exceed  mtjf  in  the 

over  the  top  of  the  vagina.    *''Now,  if  the  minute— nay,  is  rather  less.   So  many  able 

examiner,'*  says  Dr.  Gooch,  <<  applies  his  auscultators,  besides  Kergaradec,  havesa- 

finger  to  the  uterus,  just  in  front  of  the  tisfied  themselves  that  the  fcetal  pulsation 

neck,  and  gives  it  a  push,  the  foetus  will  is  at  least  double  as  quick  as  the  Scotch  pro. 

float  for  an  instant,  and  the  next  instant  fessors  allow  it  to  be,  tl^at  one  cannot  help 

fall  with  perceptible  weight  on  the  point  suspecting  that  there  is  some  mistake,  and 

of  the  finger;  this  sensation,  if  once  felt,  that  probably  both  parties  are  really  not  so 

can  never  be  mistaken ;  it  is  scarcely  infc-  much  at  variance,  after  all.    Dr.  Hamil- 

nor   in  conclusiveness  to  the   muscular  ton,  and  those  who  are  with  him,  allude 

movements  of  the  child,  and  has  this  ad-  particularly  to  the  beating  of  the  cord, 

vantage  over  the  Jatter,  that  it  can  be  felt,  and    that   about  the  period  of    labour; 

whether  the  foetus  is  alive  or  dead."     The  when,  in  fact,    the  first  stage  is  over; 

best    time    for    detecting    this    rebound,  or   any  stage,    as    it    would  seem,  pre- 

or  ballottemgntf  as  the  French  call  it,  is  vious  to  respiration.      The  others  trust 

IW>m  the  fifth  to  the  seventh  month :  the  to  their*  ears,  while  yet  there  may  be  no 

reason  is  obvious,  when  we  consider  the  symptom  of  labour   commencing.    Now 

relative  proportion  of  the  liouor  amnii  to  may  there  not  be  an  essential  difference  in 

the  bulk  of  the  foetus;  ''earlier  than  the  the  circumstances  ? — may  not  some  change, 

fifth  month  the  foetus  is  too  light  to  be  hitherto  not  well  observed,   have  taken 

felt;  and  later,  it  is  often  too  closely  pack-  place  in  the  foetal  circulation,  preparatory 

ed  to  be  moved."  to  the  commencement  of  the  respiratory 

7.  AutcuUatory  signs. — I  have  reserved  for  process  ? — may  not  some  new  arrangement 

tbe  last,  an  account  of  the  latest  and  best,  have  occurred,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 

method  of  ascertaining  theexistenceofpreg.  reduce  the  circulation  of   tbe  foetus  in 

nancy— a  method  which,  when  successfully  the  number  of  beats  ?     I  feel  so  satisfied 

employed,  not  only  assures  us  of  the  presence  of   the  trustworthiness  of  both    sets   of 

of  the  foetus,  but  of  its  vitality.     It  is  not  observers,   that  T  can  only  endeavour  to 

applicablewhere  the  child  is  dead,  or  pecu-  reconcile  them  by  thus    imagining  that 

liarly  placed  in  the  uterus.    But  with  these  each  has  been  describing  a  different  state 

e&eeptions,  the  use  of  aascultation  is  at-  of  things.  But  to  return  to  the  phenomena. 
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Having  observed  the  double  pulsations,  safest  place   of  the  abdomeo  od  wUdb 

the   stethoscope  is  next  to  be  applied  to  to  perform  the  Csesarean  section, 

another  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  and  here  It  would,  I  think,  be  snperflaoas  to  mn 

we  shall  probably  find    the  beating  of  more  on  the  great  importance  of  aoscal- 

the  other  system,  single  pulsations,  per-  tation  as  a  diagnostic  aid  to  the  media4 

fectly   isochronous  with  the  pulse  of  the  jurist  in  determining  the  pregnant  state; 

mother.     These  are,  moreover,  attended  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  suggesting  one 

With    a  peculiarity    which   distinguishes  short  piece  of  advice  in  conclusion,  and 

them   from  the  beats  of  a  common  ar-  that  is,  that  you  should  avail  yourselves  of 

tery;    they  are  characterized  by    a  bel-  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  dexterity 

lows-sound,  or  hrvit-desoujffiet.     This  phe-  in  this  application  of  the  stethoscope, — 

nomenon,  which  is  observed  to  be  connect-  for  it  is  by  diligent  practice  alone  that 

ed  with  the  placental  circulation,  is  said  to  you  can  attain  that  degree  of  tact  which 

he  appreciable  much  earlierduringgestation  will    give    satisfaction  to  yourselves,  u 

than  the  double  beating  already  described :  well  as  to  those  who  may  require  your 

it  may  be  perceived,  according  to  some,  opinion, 
even   as  early  as  the  end    of   the  third 
month,  upon  applying  the  stethoscope  just 
above  the  pubes.    But  it  is  more  probable 

that  in  general  it  cannot  be  detected  till  LECTURES 

the  fourth  month.  on 

It  someUmes  requires  considerable  pa-  MATERIA  MEDICA.   OR  PHARMA. 

tjcnce  before  we  can  place  the  stethoscope  p^,  ^^-,    .  ^      rp vpn  a r 

fio  as  to  be  able  to  hear  what  we  are  in  OULUtrY,  AND  (xENERAL 

quest  of :  the  state  of  the  woman's  intes-  THERAPEUTICS, 

tines,  which  maybe  distended  with  flatus,  ^  ,.       .       ,     ^,,            c  i    .>.«*,.  . 

may  deceive  us ;  the  position  of  t|ie  pla-  ^«^»«^  «^  «**  AldengaU  School  of  Medtam, 

centa  in  theuterus,  its  various  attachments,  g^  j^^^  Pereiba,  Esq.,  F.L.8. 

sometimes  even  over  the  os  tincse,  and  the  ' 

various  positions  of  the  fcetus  itself,  are  "■""" 

all  calculated  occasionally  to  try  our  in-  Lecture  LIII. 

genuily  as  well  ai  our  good  temper.  Gentlkmen.-Iu  this  lecture  T  propose  to 

Conclusions  respecting  auscultation. -^Three  examine    those    pharmacological   WaU 

conclusions  may  be  borne  m  mind,  with  j^lded  us  by  the  Srder         ^          ^^ 

respect  to  the  use  of  the  stethoscope,  in  -^                   ^ 

attempting  to  ascertain  pregnancy : —  APOcrNACEiE. 

(fl.)  That  though  we  may  be  unable.  The  first  and  most  important  substance 
after  repeated  trials,  to  hear  any  sound  in  this  family  is  the  Nux  vomica, 
with  the  instrument  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men, we  are  not  to  infer  that  pregnancy  Strychnos  Nux  vomica. 
does  not  exist ;  fof  the  fcctus  may  l^  dead,  //istori/.— We  became  acquainted  with 
or  very  feeble,  or  so  situated  that  we  can-  Nux  vomica  through  the  Arabian  authora. 
not  hear  either  the  beating  of  its  heart  or  In  the  Latin  translation  of  one  of  tiM 
the  circulation  in  the  placenta*  works  of  Serapion  (who  is  supposed  to 

(6.)  That  where  we  can  hear  nothing  have  lived  early  in  the  eleventh  century), 

more  than  the  placental  pulsation,  we  are  we  find  the  word  nux  vomica,  but  it  ap- 

not  justified  in  asserting  that  pregnancy  pears  to  have  been  applied  to  some  other 

exists;  for  perhaps  the  uterus  may  con-  substance  (probably  to  St  Ignatius's  bean), 

tain  some  other  substance  than  a  foetus,  "  Est  nux,"  says  he,  **  cujus  color  est  inter 

or  there  may  probably  be  some  peculiar  glaucedinem  etalbedinem,  major  avellana 

condition  of  the  uterine  vessels.  parum  et  sunt  in  ea  nodi.'*    To  which  be 

(e.)   But  that  whenever  we  distinctly  afterwards     adds,    **  movet    yomitum  ;>* 

hear  the  double  pulsations,  with  or  without  from  which  I  presume  the  name  of  vomie, 

the  placental  souffle,  we  may  affirm  post-  or   vomiting  nut,  was  originally  derived, 

tively  that  the  woman  is  pregnant.     Nay,  It  is  probable  that  the  tmx  meclul  of  Sera- 

should  we  detect  simultaneously  another  pion  is  the  substance  which  we  denomi- 

set  of  double  pulsations,   as    sometimes  nate  nux  vomica. 

ha)>pen8,  we  may  announce  the  fact  of  Botanical  history. — The  following  is  a  short 

twin  pregnancy.  abstract  of  the  characters  of  this  plaqt. 

Nor  are  these  all  the  advantages  to  be  taken  from  Roxburgh's  "  Flora  Indica/*  to 

derived  from  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  in  which  I  must  refer  for  further  infomn- 

connexion    with    medico-legal  inquiries,  tion: — 

The  auscultatory  method  will  further  in-  The  Nux  vomica  tree  is  of  middling  siae, 

form  us  whether  the  pregnancy  be  extra-  and  is  common  in  almost  every^  part  of 

uterine  or  not:  also,  by  its   indications  the  coast  of  Coromandel;  flowering dur- 

rcspccting  the  placenta,  where  may  be  the  ing  the  cold  season.    It  beloD|[(s  to  class 
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Thete  *eeda  b&Tc  ti< 


>  coat*;  the  outer  01 


bnnchc*  iri^cali'';  the  wood  vrfaitr,  hard,  ish  coluur,nnd  which  aredirecled  from  the 
und  bitter.  The  leares  are  opposite,  oiat,  centre  towards  the  circumference  :  within 
■biniDK,  entire,   and  rrom  three  la   fire    this  is  the  inner  cnat,  <>r  erub^'lnrc,  which 

is  simple,  and  Tery  thin,  and  envelops  tlie 

Duclea*  of  the  seed. 


Fio.  US-StrsehHU 
The  flower*  are  in  smail  terminal 
corynibii,  and  are  compoBcd  nt  a  fiie- 
toothcd  calfX,  a  fannel'shapcd,  greenish 
white  corolla,  fi>e  stamina  ioseried  oier 
the  bottom  of  the  diTitiona  of  the  corolla, 
>  two-nlled  ovarium,  a  style  the  length  of 
Ihe  tnbe  of  tho  corolla,  and  a  capitate 

The  ttait  [■  a  round  smooth  berry,  of 
the  size  of  ■  pretty  lant^  apple,  covered 
with  a  smooth,  anmewbat  hard,  shell,  of 
a  rich  beaoliful  omn^e- colour  when  ripe; 
filled  wiih  B  white,  toft,  Rclatinons  pulp, 
which  is  greedily  eaten  by  many  sorts  of 
birds,  and,  tbererore,  seems  perfectly  inno- 

The  seeds  (ituvt  uniicc)  are  several.  Im. 
mened  in  the  polp  of  the  berry  and  at- 
tached to  a  central  placenta.  .As  thev  occur 
in  commerce  tbeyare  round,  pel  la  te,'»carco- 
ly  an  inch  in  diameter,  nearly  flat,  or  very 
■U^tlj  convex  on  one  eidc,  and  concave 
an  the  other,  and  are  sorrouiided  bv  a 
fliform,  annular  stria.  From  their  jan- 
eied  resemblance  to  grey  eye,  as  well  as 
ftnm  their  being  poiionoiii  to  crows,  the 
Germans  term  them  KrUhntnanfn,  or  crotBi'- 
«Mi.  In  the  centre  of  the  ventral  surface 
of  the  seed  it  Uie  orbicular  hilom  or  um- 
bilicni. 


Fio.  Ii4.—Sttd  coali  tfNui 
B,  Tetu,  nllh  lti>  hilra  •ttscbcd  to 


This  nucleus  is  composed  of  two  partn — 
namely,  albumen  and  embryo.  The  sffiu- 
Twn  istijiarlite,  cartilaginous  or  homy,  of 
1  dirty-white  colour,  of  an  intensely  bitter 


(locuU-mt 


ind  has  In  its  i 


ds,  the  albumi 


mm).     Unlike  that  of  m 
I  of  V       ■       ■ 


is  of  a 


The  mbrya,  which  is 
milk.white,  is  seated  in  the  circumference 
of  the  seed,  its  locality  being  frequently 
indicated  by  a  point  somewhat  more  pro- 
jecting than  the  surmnnding  parti.  It 
consist  softwolargecnrdiform.acominatcd, 
triple- ribbed,  very  thin  cotyledons  a  dis- 
tinct cauljcntuti,  nod  a  centrinetal  radicle 
(t.  e.  a  radicle  directed  towards  the  centre 
oftheftvit). 

^O 

Fio.  Ui—Sationi  rf  Yui  vomica. 


dttmiml  cDmponlJon. —  Seveial  analyses  of 
this  reed  have  been  published  :  but  I  shall 
pass  over  those  made  by  Desporten,  Bra. 
connot,  and  Cbevreul,  aod  principally 
confino  myself  to  that  of  Pelletier  and 
Caventou,  made  in  1818.  These  celebrat- 
ed chemists  found    the    following    sub- 

1.  Strychnic  or  igainric  acid. 

2.  Strychnia  f    in    combination     with 

3.  Brucia       S         strychnic  add. 

4.  A  little  wax. 
a.  A  concrete  oil. 

(i.  A  yellow  colouring  matter. 
7.  lium  (a  considcrahle  quantity]. 
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8.  Starch  (a  little).  tincture  of  mix  Fomfca  beoomei  nilkj 

9.  Bassorinc.  when  mixed  with  water.    Bj  diitiltatioa 

11.  Vegetable  fibre.  with  water,  an  odorout,  ntm^^teidj  iniioco> 

12.  In  the  ashes  were  found  carbonate  of  ous  principle  is  procured.    As  the  deooe- 
lime  and  cbloruretof  potassium.  tion  of  nax  vomica  undergoes  the  Tioow 

The  strifchnic  or  igasuric  acidy  mentioned  fermentation,  the  presence  of  sugar  bsi 
in  this  analysis,  in  many  of  its  properties  been  presumed.  Mci.osoer  sajs  he  fonad 
agn'^'cs  with  malic  ac^d,  but  is  distin>  copper  in  the  ashes  of  nux  Tomica,  but  I 
guished  by  the  solubility  of  its  alkaline  have  never  been  able  to  detect  iL 
salts  in  alcohol,  and  by  its  action  on  the  Physiological  effects:  1.  On  vegetabUt,'^ 
salts  of  copper.  Thus,  when  a  solution  Marcct  states,  tnat  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
of  the  ammoniacal  sulphate  of  copper  is  after  immersing  the  root  of  a  haricot 
added  to  the  infusion  of  nux  vomica,  the  plant  (Phaseolns  vulgaris)  in  a  solution  of 
liquid  immediately  becomes  of  an  emerald  five  grains  of  the  extract  of  nux  fomica 
green  colour,  ana  gradually  deposits  a  in  an  ounce  of  water,  the  petals  became 
greenish -white  precipitate  of  the  stirch-  curved  downwards,  and  in  twelve  boon 
nate  of  copper ;  the  ammoniacal  sulphate  the  plant  died.  Fifteen  grains  of  the 
of  strychnia  remaining  in  solution.  In  same  extract  were  inserted  in  the  stem  of 
this  action  on  the  cupreous  salts,  strychnic  a  lilac  tree,  on  the  15th  of  July,  and  the 
agrees  with  meconic  acid ;  from  which  we  wound  closed.  In  thirteen  days  the  neigh- 
distinguish  it  by  tlie  red  colour  which  bouring  leaves  began  to  wither, 
meconic  acid  produces  when  added  to  the  2.  On  animals  generally. — Nux  vomica  ap- 
pcrsalts  of  iron,  and  which  is  not  deve-  pears  to  be  poisonous,  in  a  greater  or  \m 
loped  by  strychnic  acid.  degree,  to  all  classes  of  animals.    On  the 

If  nitric  acid  be  mixed  with  the  infusion  vertebrata  its  effects   are  very   uniform, 

or  decoction  of  nux  vomica,  an  orange-  though  larger  quantities  are  required  t0 

red  colour  is  produced,  by  the  action  of  kill  herbivorous  than  carnivorous  animaii. 

the  acid  on  the  brucia  and  yellow  colour-  Thus  a  few  grains  will  kill  a  dog,  bst 

ing  matter. .  A  solution  of  iodine  at  first  some  ounces  are    required  to  destroy  t 

communicates  a  yellowish-brown  tint  to  horse.    It  occasions  in  all,  tetanic  convul- 

the  decoction,  but  after  a  few  minutes  the  sions,  increased  sensibility  to  external  im- 

colour  disappears,   the  iodine  being  con-  pressions,  asphyxia,  and  death. 

verted  into  hydriodate  (and  probably  into  3.  On  man. — We  shall  establish  three 

iodate  also)  of  strychnia  and  brucia,  and  is  degrees  of  the  operation  of  nnx  vomica 

then  no  longer  detectable  by  starch,  unless  on  man. 

nitric  acid  or  chlorine  be  also  added.    The  (a.)  First  degree :  Umic  and  diuretic  ifedL 

salts  ofiron  communicate  an  emerald  green  — In  very  small  and  repeated  dcMes,  nax 

colour  to  the  infusion    of   nux  vomica,  vomica  usually  promotes  the  appetite,  ai- 

which  disappears  on  the  addition  of  hy-  sists  the  digestive  process,  increases  the 

drochloric  acid  :  this  coloration  docs  not  secretion  of  urine,  and  renders  the  excie- 

depend,  according  to  Pelletier  and  Caven-  tion  of  this  fluid  more  frequent    In  some 

tou,  on  the  strychnic  acid;  nor  can  it  cases  it  acts  Rightly  on  the  bowels,  and  oc- 

arise  from  tannic  acid,  since  gelatine  gives  casionally  produces  a  sudorific  effect  The 

no  indication  of  the  presence  of  this  acid,  pulse  is  usually  unaffected.     In  somewhat 

By  boiling  infusion  of  nux  vomica  with  larger  doses,  the  stomach  not  unfreqnently 

animal  charcoal,    it  is  deprived  of  this  becomes  disordered,  and  the  appetite  im- 

powcr  of  becoming  green  on  the  addition  paired. 

of  ferruginous  salts.  Tannic  acid,  or  in-  (6.)  Second  degree:  rigidity  and  etmruUM 
fusion  of  galls,  produces  a  copious  preci-  contraction  of'  the  muteUs, — ^In  laiver  doses, 
pitate  with  the  infusion  or  decoction  of  the  effects  of  nux  vomica  manifest  them* 
nux  vomica;  but  by  heating  the  liquid  selves  by  a  disordered  state  of  the  muses- 
the  precipitate  is  dissolved.  This  precipi-  lar  system.  A  feeling  of  weight  and 
tate  consists  of  tannic  acid,  strychnia,  weakness  in  the  limbs,  and  increased  sensi- 
brucia,  and  some  other  vegetable  matter,  bility  to  external  impressions,  (of  light, 
Alcohol  added  to  the  infusion  of  nux  vo-  sound,  touch,  and  variations  of  tempera- 
mica  precipitates  the  gum.  Acetate  and  ture),  with  depression  of  spirits  and  anx- 
subacetate  of  lead  produce  copious  prcci-  iety,  are  usually  the  precnrsoiv  symptoms, 
pitates,  composed  of  oxide  of  lead  com-  The  limbs  tremble,  and  a  slight  rigidity 
bined  with  strychnic  acid,  gum,  and  some  or  stiffness  is  experienced  when  an  at- 
fatty  and  colouring  matter.  tempt  is  made  to  put  the  muscles  into 

The  wax  mentioned  in  the  above  ana-  action.    The  patient  experiences  a  diffi- 

iyjus  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  hairs  CO.  culty  in  keeping  the  erect  posture,  and, 

vcring  the  seeds:    it    enables    them    to  in  walking,  frequentiy staggers.    If,  when 

resist  moisture.     Some  authors  mention  this  effect  is  beginning  to  be  observed,  yos 

resin  as  a  constituent  of  these  seeds :  its  ex-  tap  him  suddenly  in  the  ham  while  stand- 

istenoe  is  rcry  probable,  since  an  alcoholic  ing,  you  may  frequently  bring  on  a  sligbt 
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lire  imroxysm,  so  that  be  will  hare  between  tbreo  and  fonr  dracbms  of  tbis 

liiBcalty  to  prerent  bimself  from  substance  in  powder,  and  in  baif  an  bonr 

T  bave  often  in  tbis  way  been  was  seen  by  Mr.  Oilier.      Sbe  was  sitting 

recognize  the  effect  of  nax  vomica  by  tbe  fire,  quite  collected  and  tranquil; 

muscular  system,  before  tbe  patient  ber  pulse  about  80,  and  regular.      He  left 

perienced  any  particular  symptoms,  ber  for  about  ten  minutes  to  procure  an 

te  use  of  tbe  medicine  ue  still  per.  emetic,  and  on  his  return  found  that  sbe 

I  in,  these  effects  increase  in  inten-  bad  thrown  herself  back  in  ber  chair,  and 

id  the  voluntary  muscles  are  thrown  that  her  legs  were  extended,  and  conside- 

convulsed  state  b^  very  slight  causes,  rably  separated.    Sbe  was  perfectly  sensi- 

when     the  patient  inspires   more  ble,  ana   without    pain,  but  seemed   in 

than  usual,  or  attempts  to  walk,  alarm,  laid  bold  of  ber  husband's  coat, 

a  to  turn  in  bed,  a  convulsive  pa-  and  entreated  him  not  to  leave  ber.    A 

I  is  brought  on.    Tbe  sudden  con-  perspiration  bad  broken  out  on  ber  skin, 

external  bodies  also  acts  like  an  her  pulse  bad  become  faint,  and  much 

;  shock  on  him.    Tbe  further  em-  quicker,    and  she  called  frequently    for 

mt  of  nux   vomica  increases  tbe  arink.     Sbe  then  had  a  slight  and  tran- 

f  of  tbe  symptoms;  tbe  paroxysms  sient  convulsion.    Recovering  from  it,  sbe 

ccnr  without  tbe  agency  of   any  was  in  great  trepidation,  kept  fast  ber  bold 

i  exciting  cause,    and  affect  him  of  her  husband,  and  refusea  to  let  him  go, 

hen  lying  perfectly  quiet  and  still  in  even  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  getting  her 

rbe  muscular  fibres  of  the  pharynx,  drink.    In  a  few  minutes  after,  sbe  bad 

oesophagus,    and    bladder,   also  another,  and  a  more  violent  attack,  and 

i  affected,  and  Trousseau  says  those  shortly  afterwards,  a  third :  tbe  duration 

penis  are  likewise  influenced,  and  of  these  was  from  a  minute  and  a  half  to 

ictumal  and  diurnal  erections  be-  two  minutes.    In  them  sbe  retained  ber 

Qconvenient  even  in  those  who,  for  grasp ;  ber  whole  body  was  straightened 

lime  before,  had  lost  somewhat  of  and  stiffened,  the  legs  pushed  out  and 

irility.    (Vmales  also,  be  says,  ex-  forced  apart.   I  could  not,  says  Mr.  Oilier, 

»  more  energetic  venereal  desires ;  perceive  either  pulse  or  respiration ;  the 

we  have,"    be  adds,    with  great  face  and  hands  were  livid,  the  muscles  of 

**  received  confidential  information  tbe  former,  especially  of  the  lips,  violently 

point,  which  cannot  be  doubted."  agitated,  and  she  made  constantly  a  moan- 

pulse  does  not  appear  to  be  uni-  ing,  chattering  noise.    Sbe  was  not  unlike 

affected ;  for  tbe  most  part  it  is  one  in  an  epileptic  fit,  but  did  not  strug- 

r  increased  in  frequency    between  gle,  though,  as  sbe  was  forced  straight  out, 

ifulsive  attacks,  but  Trousseau  says  it  became  difficult  to  keep  ber  from  falling 

found  it  calm  even  when  tbe  dose  on  the  floor. 

medicine  was  sufficient  to  cause  In  tbe  short  interval  of  these  attacks 

I  muscular  rigidity.     Previous  to  she  was  quite  sensible;    was  tormented 

oduction  of  the  affection    of  the  with    incessant    thirst;    perspired;    had 

B,   various  painful  sensations   are  a  very  quick  and  faint  pulse;  complained 

lies  experienced  in  the  skin,  which  of  being  sick,  and  made  many  attempts  to 

s  have  compared  to  tbe  creeping  of  vomit    (I  should  state  she  bad  swallowed 

(formication),  or  to  the  passage  of  some  ipecacubana  powder  to  evacuate  tbe 

:tric  shock;    and    occasionally  an  poison).    She  continued  to  refuse  to  let 

n  makes  its  appearance.  her  husband  move,  and  to  the  question 

remarkable  that  in  paralysis,  tbe  whether  sbe  was  in  pain^  replied,  no — no — 

of  nux  vomica  are  principally  ob-  no  1 

in  ihe  paralysed  ))arts.    The  formi-  A  fourth  and  most  vehement  attack  soon 

and    the  convulsions     here   first  followed,  in  which  the  whole  body  was 

It  themselves ;  and  Magendie  states  extended    to  the  utmost,  and    she    was 

observed  sweating  confined  to  these  rigidly  stiff*  from  bead  to  foot,  insomuch 

**  I  have  seen,"  says  this  physiolo-  that,  with  all  tbe  force  of  the  surgeon,  he 

the  affected  side  covered  with  an  could  not  bend  her  thighs  on  the  pelvis  to 

Ions  eruption,  while   the  opposite  replace  ber  in  ber  seat.    From  tbis  she 

as  free  irora  it.    One  side  of  the  never   recovered;    sbe  fell  into    a   state 

Is  sometimes  sensible  of  a  very  of  asphyxia,  and  never  breathed  affain. 

taste,  which  is  not  perceptible  to  She  now  relaxed  ber  grasp ;  ber  discolonr- 

er  side."  ed  hands  dropped  upon  her  knees ;   ber 

'lird  degree:  Tetanus  and  Asphyxia, —  face,  too,  was  livid ;  the  brows  contracted; 

c  I  cannot  do  better  than  relate  the  lips  wide  apart,  shewing  the  whole  of 

if  poisoning  by  nux  vomica  reported  the  closed  teeth,    and    a  salivary  foam 

.  Oilier,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  issued  plentifully  from  the  corners  of  her 

nd  most  violent  degree  of  operation  mouth.     Tbe  expression    of   tbe    whole 

inig.    A  young  woman  swallowed  countenance   was  at  this  moment    very 
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frightful.    On  removal  of  the  body,  it  was  place,  is  not  derifed  lW>m  the  oontoittrf 

discovered  that  the  urine  had  l)een  dis-  the  cranium,  but  from  the  medullA  spinlii 

charged.    She  died  in  about  an  hour  after  itself.     Moreover,  as  the  motor   ncna 

taking  the  poison.     Five  hours  afterwards  seem  principally  affected,  it  has  been  pn- 

she  was  still  as  straight  and  stiff  as  a  sumed  that  the  disorder  is  seated  in  tk 

statue;  if  you  lifted  one  of  her  hands,  the  anterior  columns  of  the  cord.      Bot  ibe 

wh(»le  body  moved  with  it,  but  the  face  had  increased  susceptibility  to  the  influenoe  of 

become  pale  in   comparison,  and  its  ex-  external  agents  clearly   proves  that  ikt 

pression  more  placid.  sensitive  nerves,  and,  therefore,  the  pfls- 

Post-mottem  appearances. — In  the  case  just  tcrior  columns  of  the  cord,  are  also  in  U 

related,  the  body  was  obser>'cd  to  be  rigid  abnormal  state. 

after  death,  but  in  animals  the  reverse  is        JVf.    Fluurens,  a  distinguished  Fiendi 

generallv    noticed.      As   in    other    cases  physiologist,  asserted  that  the  part  of  tks 

where  death  takes  place  from  obstructed  nervous  system  on  which  nux  vomica  moi* 

respiration,  venous  congestion  is  observed,  particularly  acted,  was  the  medulla  oblon- 

Occasionally  there  is  redness  or  inflamma-  gata.       But  MM.  Orfila,  Ollivier,  ud 

tion  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  now  and  Drogartz,  in  their  report  on  a  case  of  poi- 

thcn  softening  of  the  brain  or  spinal  cord,  soning  by  this  substance,  particularly  mea- 

Modiu  operandi. — There  are  several  points  tion  Uiat  they  observed  no  traces  of  altem- 

connected  with  the  modus  operandi  of  tion  in  the  condition  of  the  medulla  ob- 

nux  vomica,  which  require  examination.  longata,  the  tuber  annulare,  or  the  cnut 

In  the  first  place,  is  this  seed  a  local  irritant  7  cerebri,  which  is  in  opposition  to  FloortuP 

—In  medicinal  doses  it  does  not  usually  opinion,  for  he  asserted  that  the  spedfic 

disorder  the  stomach,  n'tr  is  it  invariably  or  exclusive  action  of  each  substance  oa 

irritant  in  its  operation,  even  when  swal-  each  ora^an  always  left  after  death  traces  of 

lowed  as  a  poison.    In  some  instances,  its  action,  sufficient    to  distinguish  tbt 

however,  the  pain  and  heat  in  the  stomach,  affected  from  other  organs, 
the  burning  in  the  gullet,  and  the  nausea        But  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  cerebrom 

and  vomiting,  are  evidences  of  its  local  unaffected  by  nux  vomica  ?    1  think  went 

action ;  and  in  several  cases  marks  of  in-  hardly  justified  in  replying  to  this  in  ikt 

flammation    have  been  observed  in    the  affirmative.    It  is, indeed,  true  that  the  in- 

stomach  on  examination  of  the  body  after  tcllectual  functions  are  not  usually  mocii 

death.  disordered  by  this  drug,  but  the  mental 

Secondliif  on  what  part  of  the  body  does  nux  anxiety  commonly  experienced  by  persoBf 

vomica  exercise  a  specific  effect  ? — The  symp-  under  its  use,  the  occasional  appearance  of 

t«)ms  cleariy  indicate  the  nervous  system  stupor,  and  the  observations  of  Andral  and 

to  be  specifically  affected.    But  what  por-  Lallemand  on  the  injurious  effects  of  it  in 

tion  of  it — the  ccrebro-spinal  or  the  gan-  some  apoplexies,  leave  no  doubt  thatoc- 

glionic  system  ?   As  the  voluntary  muscles  casionally  at  least  the  cerebrum  is  af- 

are  supplied  with  nervous  influence  from  fected. 

the  cercbro-spinal  portion  of  the  nervous  The  cerebellum  is  said  by  some  to  be 
system,  it  is  presumed  that  it  is  on  this  acted  on  by  nux  vomica,  but  for  the  most 
portion  that  nux  vomica  exerts  its  princi-  part  on  hypothetical  grounds,  though  it 
pal  or  sole  influence.  Physiologists,  how.  must  be  mentioned  that  MM.  Orfila,  Olli- 
ever,  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  what  vier,  and  Drogartz,  observed  the  cerebeU 
part  of  the  cercbro-spinal  svstcm  was  lum  presented  more  evidences  of  lesions 
principally  affected.  Now  the  tetanic  than  the  other  parts  of  the  nervous  system. 
symptoms,  and  the  absence  of  narcotism.  Another  argument  which  probably  would 
have  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  spinal  be  advanced  by  phrenologists  in  favonrof 
cord  was  the  seat  of  the  disease—a  conclu-  the  affection  of  the  cerebellum  of  this  drag 
sion  suppported  by  the  fact  that  the  divi-  is  the  observation  of  Trousseau,  that  tbs 
sion  of  tills  cord — nay,  even  complete  de-  sexual  feelings  are  usually  excited  bj  it. 
collation,  will  not  prevent  the  poisonous  Serullas  found,  in  his  experiments  on 
effects  of  nux  vomica,  whereas  the  destruc-  animals,  that  in  some  cases  life  could  not 
tion  of  the  cord  by  the  introduction  of  a  be  prolonged  by  artificial  respiration,  and 
piece  of  whalebone  into  the  spinal  canal  that  after  death  the  heart  could  not  be 
causes  the  immediate  cessation  of  the  stimulated  to  contract  These  and  other 
convulsions;  and  if  only  part  of  the  cord  reasons  seem  to  show  that  nux  vomica  ex- 
be  destroyed,  the  convulsions  cease  in  that  hansts  the  irritability  of  the  heart  Bat  in 
part  of  the  body  only  which  is  supplied  all  probability  this  viscus  is  affected  only 
with  nerves  from  the  portion  of  medulla  secondarily,  the  essential  and  primaiy  ao- 
dcstroyed.  These  facts,  then,  originally  tion  being  on  the  nervous  system. 
observed  by  Magendie,  and  which  I  have  Thirdly,  what  kind  of  action  doa  nux  tcmiem 
myself  verified,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  set  vp  in  those  parts  of  the  nervptu  sv$t€M  m 
the  abnormal  influence,  whatever  it  may  which  it  acts? — As  the  muscles  receive  from 
be,  which  causes  the  convulsions  to  take  the  nervous  system  a  preternatural  stima- 
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lot  to  action,  it  is  presumed  that  this  sys-  removal  (that  is,  absorption)  of  the  effused 

tem  (or  at  least  certain  parts  of  it)  is  in  a  blood.      Now  the  process  by  which  this  is 

state  of  excitement  or  irritation.      In  one  effected  is  almost  entirely  a  nataral  one: 

cttie  mentioned  by  Mr.  Watt,  there  was  art  can  offer  no  assistance  of  a  positive 

obfei^od  softening  of  the  lumbar  portion  kind,  though  by  the  removal  of  impeding 

of  the  spinal  cord  ;  and  in  the  case  report-  causes  she  may  be  at  times    negatively 

«d  by  MM.    Orfila,  OUivier,  and  Dro-  useful.    Nux  vomica  can,  in  such  cases, 

nrtz*,  the  whole  cortical  substance  of  the  be  of  no  avail ;  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be 

Dndn,  especially  of  the  cerebellam,  was  injurious. 

soflened.      Andral  and  Lallemand  have  The  part  immediatelv  surrounding  the 

both  observed  that  this  remedy  in  some  sanguineous  clot  is  usually  much  softened, 

forms  of   apoplexy  produced   symptoms  a  condition  formerly  regarded  as  the  effect 

indicating  ramoUissement.  of  the  eff'usion.    But  Lallemand  has  satis- 

Fourthljf^  does  mix  vomica  or  its  active  priti'  factorily  shewn  that  it  often,  though  not 

eipUs  beeine  absorbed  ?  —  Several   reasons,  invariably,  precedes  the  haemorrhage.  This 

some  of  which  have  been  before  alluded  softening,  or  ramoUissement ,  as  the  French 

to,  may  l>e  adduced  in  favour  of  the  affir-  term  it,  is,  according  to  the  same  autho- 

■native  of  this  question.      Thus  the  blood  rity,  a  constant  and  necessary  result  of  an 

of  animals  under  the  influence  of  this  poi-  acute  or  chronic  irritation;  but  the  facts 

son    has    been    found    to    be    poisonous  at  present  known  do  not  warrant  this  ge- 

(though  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison  deny  neralization,  since  cases  occur  which  ap- 

that  this  was  the  case  in  their  before-men-  parentlj  are  unconnected  with  irritation. 

tioned  experiments).     Moreover,  the  acti-  For  this  softening  art  can  do  but  little; 

Tity  of  this  drug  seems  to  be  in  the  ratio  we  have,  in  fact,  no  particular  or  uniform 

of  the  absorbing  power  of  the  part.  treatment     If  we  can  connect  with  it  any 

Fyihly,  in  what  manner  is  death  produced  by  increased  vascular  action,  of  course  blood- 

nux  vanuca  ? — Frequently  by  the  stoppage  letting  and  the  other  antiphlogistic  means 

of  respiration,  in  consequence  of  the  spas-  are    to    be  resorted  to  ;    whereas  if  tho 

modic  condition  of  the  respiratory  mus-  reverse  condition  of  system  exist — marked 

cles.  '  In  other  cases,  death  seems  to  arise  by  great  languor  and  debility,  tonics  and 

ftom  excessive  exhaustion  of  the  nervous  stimulants  may  be  administered.      Nux 

power.  vomica   in  these  cases  offers  no  proba- 

Uiet, — I  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  bility    of  benefit ;    on  the  contrary,  we 

the  OSes  of  nux  vomica.  might    suspect,  that    as   it  irritates  the 

1.  In  paralysis. — Of  all  the  diseases  for  spinal  cord,it  might  probably  have  the  same 

which  nux  vomica  has  been  employed,  in  effect  on  the  brain,  and  hasten  the  pro- 

none  has  it  been  so  successful  as  paralysis ;  duction  of  softening.     Now  experience 

and  it  is  deserving  of  notice,  that  this  is  seems  to  confirm  our  theoretical  anticipa- 

one  of  the  few  remedies  whose  discovery  is  tions.    Andral  relates  the  case  of  a  man 

not  the  effect  of  mere  chance,  since  Fou<  who  was  hemiplegic,  in  conscouence  of  an 

Soier  was  led  to  its  use  by  legitimate  in-  old  apoplectic  attack.    A  pill  containing 

action  from  observation  of  its  physiolo-  only  one-twelfth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia 

gcai  effects.  That  a  remedy  which  stimu-  (the  active  principle  of  nux  vomica),  was 

tes  so  remarkably  the  muscular  system  given  him,  and  it  produced  a  strong  teta- 

to  action  should  he  serviceable  when  that  nic  stiff'ness  of  tne  paralysed  members, 

syttem  no  longer  receives  its  accustomed  The  following  day  he  complained  of  pain 

natoral  stimulus  is,  d  priori,  not  astonish-  in  the  head,  on  the  side  opposite  to  that 

ing.     Paralysis,  however,  is  the  common  paralysed;  his  intellectual  functions  were 

eifect  of  various  lesions  of  the  nervous  weaker,  and  his  hemiplegia  was  increased; 

eentres,  in  some  of  which  nux  vomica  in  fact,  he  had  all  the  symptoms  charac- 

may  be  injurious,  in  others  useless,  and  in  terising  softening  of  the  brain.      It   is, 

some  beneficial.     It  is,  therefore,  neces-  therefore,  probable  that  the  strychnia  set 

sary  that  I  should  point  out  to  you  under  up  an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  ner- 

what  circumstance  this  remedy  is  likely  to  vous  substance  around  the  apoplectic  de. 

he  advantageous  or  hurtful.  deposit,  and  that  this  condition  was  the 

A  very  frequent,  and,  indeed,  the  most  precursor  of  ramoUissement.    When,  there- 

common  cause  of  paralysis,  is  haamorrhage  fore,  nux  vomica  is  employed  in  those  cases 

of  the  nervous  centres.    Blood  may  be  of  paralysis  which  are  connected  within- 

effased  on  the  external  surface  of  these  flamniktion  of  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow, 

centres,  into  their  cavities,  or  in  their  sub-  it  is  very  likely  to  increase  the  evils  it  is 

stance,  the  latter  being  by  far  the  most  intended  to  mitigate.    liallemand,  in  his 

common  case,  in  the  proportion,  according  Researches  anatomico-pathotogiques  sur  t*Enc€' 

to  Andral,  of  386  out  of  392  instances  of  phaUy  reports  two  cases  in  which  this  drug, 

cerebral  hasmorrhage.     It  is  superfluous  administered  against  cerebral    maladies, 

for  me  to  say  that  the  radical  cure  of  occasioned  convulsive  movements,  which 

can  be  effected  only  by  the  continued  until  death.    On  opening  the 
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bodicji,  tho  cerebral  aobstftnce  surround-  Tomlca  or  its  actire  nrinciples,  and  whitk 

in^q:  the  sanguineous  clot  was  found  disor-  are  mcntioiied  by  Baylc  in  his  Tnimi 

ganised  and  excecdinglv  softened.     These  Th^apeutiqutt,  three  were  cared,  and  thm 

remarks  tlierefore,  will,  I  trust,  suggest  ameliorated. 

some  useful  reflections  as  to  the  use  of  this  As  hemiplegia  more  freauentlj  depcndi 

powerful  drug  in  paralysis,  and  prevent  its  on  cerebral  bemorrhajge  than  someotlMr 

indiscriminate  use  in  all  cases  of  this  dis-  forms  of  paralysis,  so  it  Is,  for  theaoA 

case.  part,  less  amenable  to  remedial  mem 

But  there  arc  cases  in  which  paralysis,  Thus,  while  out  of  twenty -six  cmses  of  pt> 

arising  frum  cerebral  haemorrhage,  may  be  raplegpa,  nineteen  were  cured  by  nni  ?»- 

advanta<;[eously  treated   by  nux    vomica,  mica  or  its  active  constituents,  yet  in  thiitj 

The  blood  which  is  poured  out  in  the  apo.  instances  of  hemiplegia  only  thirteen  weif 

plectic  cell  has  at  Grst  n  gelatinous  c<m>  cured.    In  six  cases  of  general  paralyn 

sistcnce,  some  of  it  still  remaining  fluid,  (that  is,  paralysis  of  both  sides  at  onee), 

*'  Somewhat  later."  says  Andral,  "  twelve  four  were  cured  by  this  remedy.    In  the 

or  fifteen  days  after  the  attack,  for  in-  paralysis  which  sometimes  affects  the  mss- 

stancc,  the  coagulum  is  found  to  be  firmer  cles  of  certain  organs,  nux   fomica  (or 

and  more  circumscribed ;  later  still,  it  be-  strychnia)  has  been  employed  with  adyaa- 

comes  white  or  yellow,  and  is  surrounded  tagc.    Thus  a  case  of  aniaarosis,  accoo- 

by  a  brownish-red  fluid.     The  walls  of  panied  with  paralysis  of  the  eve-lid,  is  said 

the  containing  cavity  are  smooth,  and  lined  to  have  been  cured  b^  it;  anclsevenl  cases 

with  a  delicate  lucmbrane.    The  surround^  of  incontinence  of  unne,  dependingon  pa- 

ing  cerebral  suhstunee  in  some  cases  re<  ralysis,  or  diminished  power  of  the  mos- 

tains  its  natural  appearance,  and  in  others  cular  fibres  of  the  bladder,  hare  also  besa 

is  altered  both  i:t  colour  and  consistence,  benefited  by  the  same  means. 

As  the  interval  between  the  effusion  and  2.  Lesunis  cf  sensibility, — The  good  effeds 

the   examination  increases,    the  coagula  obtained  from  the  use  of  nux  fomica  in 

gradually  disappear."    The  cyst  is  now  paralysis  have  led  to  its  employment  is 

found  to  contain  a  serous  fluid,  occasion-  certain  functional  lesions  of  the  organs  ot 

ally  having  a  few  cellular  bridles  running  sensation.    Hitherto,  however,  the  triab 

from  one  side  to  the  other ;  and  nature  have  not  been  numerous,  nor  remarkably 

subsequently  attempts  to  get  rid  of  the  successful.     In  amaurosis  benefit  has  beeo 

cyst  by  producing  adhesion  of  its  sides,  obtained  in  some  few  instances ;  and  where 

leaving  only  a  linear  cicatrix.     Now  it  is  no  organic  lesion  is  am>reciable  this  le- 

well  kuown*,  that  by  long  disuse  of  some  of  medy  deserves  a  trial.    The  endermic  me- 

the  voluntary  muscles,  the  power  over  them  thod  of  using  it  has  been  preferred.   Smtll 

becomes  gnulually  diminished ;  and  it  ap-  blisters  covered  with  powdered  strycfanit 

pears  that  occasionally  in  cerebral  ha^mor-  have  been  applied  to  the  temples  and  eye- 

rhage,  after  the  absorption  of  the  effused  brows.    The  remedy  causes  sparks  to  be 

blood,  the  paralysis  remains,  as  it  were  by  perceived  in  both  eyes,  especially  the  af- 

habit     In  these  cases   the  cautious  em-  fcctcd  one ;  and  it  is  said  the  more  of 

ployment  of  nux  vomica,  or  of  its  active  these,  the  better  should  be  the  prognosis: 

principle,  may  be  attended  with  beneficial  moreover,    the    red-coloured    sparks   are 

results,  by  favouring  the  return  both  of  thought  more  favourable  than  sparks  of 

motion  and  sensation.  other  colours. 

But  paralysis,  like  some  other  diseases  3.  In  other  affrctions  of  the  nervous  system. 

of  the  nervous  system,  may  exist  without  — Nux  vomica  has  been  used  in  chorrit 

our  being  able  to  discover  after  death  any  hysteria,  epilepsy,   and  hypochondriasis 

lesion  of  the  nervous  centres;  and  it  is  with  occasional  benefit.     Of  course  it  is 

then  denominated  a  functional  disorder,  as  only  applicable  in  the  absence  of  irrita* 

if  there  were  actually  no  organic  lesion.  To  tion  or  inflammation  of  any  of  the  nervons 

me,  however,  the  fact  of  the  lesion  of  action  centres.     I  have  seen  it  very  serviceable  in 

is  a  convincing  proof  that  there  must  have  that  shaking  or  trembling  action  of  the 

been    an    organic  lesion   of  some  kind,  muscles    produced    by    habitual    intoxi- 

though  wc  see  nothing.    "  It  is  highly  cation. 

probable,"  says  Andral,  *'  that  some  orga-  4.  In  affecivms  of  the  alimentary  eantiL'^ 

nic  lesions  do  exist  in  such  cases,  though  On  account  of  its  bitterness  nux  vomica 

they  esea})e  our  notice."    Be  this  as  it  has  sometimes  been  resorted  to  as  a  tooic 

may,  experience  has  fully  established  the  and  stomachic  in  dyspeptic  cases,  more  esjpe- 

faet,  tliat  nux  vomica  is  more  beneficial  cially  when  the  symptoms  are  supposed  to 

in  those  forms  of  paralysis  usually  unac-  arise  from,  or  be  connected  with,  a  dimi- 

companied  with  lesions  of  structure,  such,  uished  power  in  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 

for  example,  as  paralysis  resulting  from  stomach.     In  dysentery,  particularly  when 

exposure  to  tlie  influence  of  lead  and  its  of  an   epidemic  nature,  nux  vomica  fass 

various  compounds.    Thus,  of  ten  cases  gained  some  reputation.    Thus  Hagstrom 

of  saturnine  hemiplegia,  treated  by  nux  says  he  has  proved  its  value  in  some  hon- 
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dreds  of  cftMs  of  this  disease.  Hufeland  As  jet  we  know  no  certain  chemical  an. 
employed  it  in  one  hundred  and  forty  cases  tidote  for  this  poison;  for  several  reasuus 
of  epidemic  dysentery  with  great  benefit,  lead  me  to  doubt  the  value  of  iodine,  bro- 
most  of  the  patients  being  cured  on  the  mine,  and  chlorine,  recommended  by 
second  or  third  day.  In  proUipMs  of' the  rec-  Donn6.  On  theoretical  grounds  I  should 
fwH  Dr.  Schwartz  has  recommended  the  expect  infusion  of  astringent  substances 
use  of  this  remedy,  which  he  has  employed  (as  of  galls)  would  be  serviceabk — an  opi. 
for  ten  years,  both  in  adults  aud  children,  nion  in  which  Buchner  coincides.  Ac- 
with  great  benefit  One  or  two  grains  of  the  cording  to  Emmert's  experience,  vinegar 
alcoholic  extract  are  to  be  dissolved  in  two  and  coffee  increased  the  effects  of  the  false 
dmchms  of  water ;  and  of  this  solution  he  angustura  bark,  and,  therefore,  it  is  advis- 
fC^res  to  suckling  infants  two  or  three  able  to  abstain  from  using  them  in  poison- 
drops  ;  older  children,  from  six  to  ten  or  ing  by  nux  vomica. 
fifteen  dmps,  according  to  their  age.  To  relieve  the  spasms  narcotics  may  be 

5.  In  impotence, — The  excitement  of  the  employed.  Sachs  and  others  have  rccom- 
•exnal  feelings  which  Trousseau  has  seen  mended  opinm  for  this  purpose.  Accord- 
produced  by  nux  vomica,  led  him  to  em-  ing  to  Dr.  Christison  coneia  is  the  coun- 
plof  this  remedy  against  impotence ;  and  terpart  to  strychnia,  and,  hence,  probably^ 
ne  uas  found  it  successful  both  in  males  might  be  employed  with  advantage  in 
mnd  females.  In  some  cases,  however,  its  poisoning  by  the  latter,  or  by  substances 
good  effects  were  observed  only  while  the  containing  it.  As  the  action  of  coneia 
patients  were  taking  the  medicine.  A  and  hemlock  is,  according  to  the  same  an- 
young  man,  25  years  of  age,  of  an  athletic  thority,  identical,  the  latter  will  be  a  con- 
constitution,  who  had  been  married  for  venient  substitute  when  the  former  cannot 
eighteen  months  without  having  any  other  be  procure  1. 

than    almost   fraternal     communications  Detection  of  nux  vcmica. — Nux  vomica,  un- 

with  his  wife,  acquired  his  virility  under  like  opium  and  some  other  vegetable  poi- 

the  use  of  nux  vomica,  though  he  again  sons,  may  often  be  recognised  in  the  sto. 

lost  it  soon  after  leaving  off  its  employment,  machs  of  i)ersons  poisoned  by   it;    and, 

6.  Othtr  uses.  -—  Besides  the  cases  now  therefore,  it  is  of  some  importance  to  esta- 
mentioned,  nux  vomica  has  been  employed  blish  its  characters.  In  a  case  of  poison- 
in  intermittents,  intestinal  worms,  ncrv(ms  ing  by  this  substance  which  occurred  in 
colics,  asthma,  &c.  France,  MM.  Orfila  and  Barruel  were  re- 

AL-d^t  of  eihhiiion. — Nux  vomica  may  quested  by  M.  le  Procureur  du  Roi,  to  ex- 
be  exhibited  in  the  form  of  powder,  amine  a  parcel  marked  mort-uui  rats  (rats- 
tincture,  or  alcoholic  extract.  Tne  dose  bane),  containing  a  fallow  grey  powder, 
of  jHm-d  rrd  nux  vomica  is  two  or  three  and  which  was  found  on  the  deceased *s 
nains.  gradually  increased.  Fouquier  bed;  and. also  to  examine  the  contents  of 
has  sometimes  increaseil  the  dose  to  fiAy  the  stomach.  The  following  extract  fn»m 
grains.  their  report  shews  their  mooie  of  procecd- 

The  tincture  of  nux  vomica  is  ordered,  by  ings,  and  by  which  they  were  able  to  re- 

the  Dublin  College,  to  be  made  by  digest-  cognise  the  powder  as   that  of  nux  vo- 

ing  two  ounces  of  scraped  nux  vomica  in  mica: — 

eight  ounces  of  rectified  spirit  of  wine, —  1.  Churaclersofthepoirderofuuivomica.^-^ 

from  five  to  ten  drops  being  given  at  a  It  has  a  fallow  grey  colour,  a  bitter  taste, 

do^e.    This  pre])aration  is  sometimes  used  and  a  peculiar  odour  analogous  to  that  of 

as  an  embrocation  to  paralysed  parts,  aud  liquorice.     Thrown  on  burning  coals  it 

its  good  effects  in  this  way'seem  increased  inflames    when  the  temperature  is   very 

by  combining  it  with  ammonia.  high;    but  when   lower,   is  docomposc(i. 

The    alcoholic     extract     may    be    pre-  evolves  a  thick  white  smoke  of  a  peculiar 

pared  by  the  evaporation  of  the  tincture  ;  odour,  and  leaves  a  carbonaceous  residuum. 

bat  in  the   Dublin  Pharmacopoeia  proof  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  blackens  it 

spirit  is  employed  in  its  preparation.     It  Nitric  acid    communicates  to  it  a  deep 

is  given  in  the  form  of  pill,  beginning  with  orange-yellow  colour.     By  boiling  it  for  a 

one  grain  for  a  dose,  and  gradually  in-  few  minutes  in  distilled  water,  there   is 

creasing  the  quantity.  obtained  a  yellowish,  opaline,  bitter  liquid, 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  to  find  no  pre-  whose  colour  is   deepened   by  ammonia, 

paration  of  nux  vomica    (strychnia  ex-  and  becomes  reddish -yellow  by  nitric  acid. 

cepted)  in  the  new  edition  of  the  London  Tincture  as  well  as  infusion  of  nut  galls 

Phaniiacn|Keia  just  published.  causes  a  whitish  precipitate.    Ifthc  powder 

Antiduiet,^Jn  the  event  of  poisouing  by  be  digested  with  boiling  water  acidulated 

nax  Tomica,  the  best  method  of  treatment  with  sulphuric  acid,  the  filtered  liquor  is 

is  tbe  following.     Evacuate  the  stomach  turbid  and  slightly  yellow.     Nitric  acid, 

■8  speedily  as  possible, — by  the  stomach-  after  some  minutes,  reddens  it ;  ammonia 

pamp  if  at  hand,  and  in  the  absence  of  makes  it  brown,  and  precipitates  blackish 

this  by  emetics  fof  sulphate  of  zinc  or  sal-  flocks. 

^1^  of  copper.)  %  Ckaraclcn  of  powdered  nux  vomica  found 
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in  the  ttomach, — In  the  stomach  and  duo-  on  the  present  occasion.     It  U  extmBcly 

denam  was  found  a  greyish  liquid.    Itwa^  satisfactory  to  me  to  find  that  the  modecf 

mixed  with  very  dilute  sulphuric  acid^and  clinical  instruction  which  I  intrudoced  it 

boiled  for  ten  minutes :  by  this  means  a  this  hospital  in  1832,  has  been  adopted  ii 

yellowish  liquid  was  obtained,  which  be-  most  of  the  Dublin  hospitala,  and  in  bmbt 

came  of  a  deep  orange-yellow  colour  by  the  of  the  medical  institution!  of  Great  Bn- 

addition  of  nitric  acid.   Its  taste  was  acid,  tain.    It  is  now  sereral  yean  since  1  de^ 

and  sensibly  bitter.    After  having  satu-  livered  an  introductory  (ecture  at  the  old 

rated  the  excess  of  acid  by  carbonate  of  Meath  Hospital  on  the  Coombe,  setting 

lime,  the  liquid  was  evaporated  to  dryness,  forth  the  insufficiency  of  the  clinical  ii- 

and  the  residuum  treated  by  successive  struction  imparted  to  the  students  in  Dab- 

portions  of  alcohol;  the  different  portions  lin  at  that  period,  and  proved,  to  the  satif- 

of  which  being  mixed,  were  found  to  pos-  faction  of  mv  auditors,  that  the  Germaa 

scss  a  hot  acrid  taste,  very  similar  to  that  mode  was  infinitely  superior.    The  lectors 

of  very  concentrated  alcohol,  without  at  I  then  delivered  was  subseqaently  pab- 

first  evincing  any  bitterness;  but  subsc-  lished  in  the  London  Medical  Gazette*. 

quently  this  was  developed.    Evaporated  This  mode  I  soon  afterwards  introduced 

to  the  consistence  of  synip,  the  residuum  at  this  hospital,  and  it  is  a  source  of  cx- 

hud  a  bitter  taste,  similar  to  that  of  bni.  treme  gratitication  to  me  to  find  it  adopt, 

cia  and  strychnia,  and  became  deen  orange-  ed  and  approved  of  by  so  many  medical 

yellow  coloured  by  nitric  acid,  and  formed  teachers  of  established  reputation.    It  if 

a  flocculent  precipitate  by  ammonia.    At  recommended  at   once  by  its  Biraplicity, 

the  end  of  two  days  the  bottom  of  the  cap-  and  by  its  admirable  fitness  for  fulfiUiog 

sule  was  covered  with  very  visible  crystals  the  purposes  which  it  is  intended  to  ac> 

of  str}'chnia.  complish.    A  card  is  suspended  over  each 

In  addition  to  this  account,  taken  from  patient*s  bed,  on  which  is  rcc(»rdcd  the 

the  report  before  alluded  to,  I  may  add,  date  of  his  admission,  the  history  of  bii 

that  the  green  colour  produced  by  the  salts  case,  and  the  daily  treatment,  dietetic  u 

of  iron,  as  well  as  bv  the  cupreous  salts,  well  as  medical.    Tbese  cards  remain  ii 

with  an  infusion  or  decoction  of  nux  vo-  the  wards  until  the  patient  leaves  the  bos> 

mica,  are  important  characters.  pital,  and  in  this  way  any  gentleman  who 

wishes  to  observe  the  progress  and  ter. 
mination  <»f  any  particular  case,  can  easily 

make  himself  roaster  of  its  principal  fea- 

CLINICAL  LECTURES,  tures,  and  the  different  remedial  agents 

PBMVBRKD  emploved  for  its  alleviation  or  remoraL 

^^  ^"*  I  shall  not  dwell  any  longer  on  this  sub- 

MEATH  HOSPITAL  AND  COUNTY  j^^-t,  as  my  object  at  present  is  to  excite 

OF  DUBLIN  INFIRMARY,  ^""  ^"  »  f'/'S^*^^^  cultivation  of  the  maoy 

'  and  valuable  opportunities  which  this  in- 

During  the  SeMon  18^)6-7.  stitution   affords.     Go  round  the  wards, 

_      _  ^  and    observe  the  numerous    and   varied 

By   PnoFEssoR   Graves.  form*  of  disease  they  present.     You  will 

find   in    them  many  examples    of  nior- 

Lectvre  I  ^^^    alVections    interesting    alike    to  ths 

hUToduclion- Conneuon  between  Dhea,e4  rf  fi'l1''"S''°i  *!'.''    P"""''"""'.  ■""»    "* 

dijlere,u  Organ,;   between  ArthrilU,  Jaun-  f*'*'"   "f /ff'"'d»'8   pmctical    Wns  of 

dL.and  Urticaria;  between  PeriMtU  pro-  ■."e/timable  value.      He   must   be   sadi; 
duced  htf 
of  the  1 

c*mnei'um^Ju  eiiilanaiutH'^Hitvertronhif  of  __.  -    i  ,  .        ,-         s.  j   i      .    j     i.        i.«* 

t;«  Liter  prodJed  by  Scr^f,Ua-K,Uargi  ?"/«>'  himself  excited  to  study  bjr  wh.t 

me,,t  and  InHamnmtL  of  the  Liver  alter  "   here  Presei.ted  to  h.s  obserTalion. 

VI.-        1        <     ^      i<  •  •     *^L*         Did  time  permit,  I  should  be  fflad  to 

Scarlatum — Importance  of  recojinuuig  thu  *      ,  .  -Ji^  *i.         ^p  -^       ^ 

dUease  ^         «        6  furnish  you  with  an  outline  of  the  most 

interesting  cases  which  have  been  under 

ALxnouon  it  is  customary  to  state,  at  the  treatment  in  our  wards  for  the  last  three 

commencement  of  a  course  of  clinical  lee-  months,  in  order  to  give  you  some  idea  of 

tures,  the  mode  of  instruction  the  teacher  the  prevailing  forms  of  disease,  and  their 

intends  to  pursue,  it  is  nf»t  my  intention  to  most  remarkable  modifications;    and  in 

dwell  on  the  ]>lan  of  communicating  me-  this  way  to  prepare  you  for  studying  with 

dical  information  adopted  in  this  hospital,  more  advantage  the  cases  that  may  come 

or  the  facilities,  advantages,  and  induce-  under  your  notice  during  the  ensuing  ses- 

nicnts  which  it  affords.     I  have  spoken  so  sion.    \Ve  have  had  some  cases  of  extiemt 

often  on  the  subject,  and  my  opinions  have  interest  during    the  months   of  August, 

been  so  long  before  the  public,  that  1  do  . . 

not  feci  it  necessary  to  cuter  into  details  •  scc  Muuicai.  Gazstti,  vol.  x.  p.  401. 
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September,  and  October;   but  I  fear  even  ill,  he  became  suddenly  jaundiced,  and  in 

%  brief  review  of  these  would  occupy  more  a  day  or  two  afterwards  a  copious  erup- 

time  than  I  coold  conveniently  devote  to  tion  of  urticaria  appeared  over  his  h^Aj 

the  subject,  and  would  interfere  with  mat>  and  limbs.    Exactly  the  same  train  of 

lera  of  paramount  importance.    I  have,  phenomena,  and  in  a  similar  order  of  suc- 

bowerer.  kept  records  of  these  cases,  and  cession,  were  observed  in  a  man  treated  in 

dudl  feel  most  happy  to  show  them  to  any  the  Meuth  Hospital    in    1832.     A  short 

gentleman  who  may  be  anxious  to  peruse  time  before  this,  1  had  been  attending  a 

tbem.      Before  I  proceed   to   make  any  medical  friend  in  Baggot- Street,  who  had 

tions    on    the    cases    at    present  been  affected  in  the  same  way ;    and  I 


ia  oar  wards,  I  shall   give  a  statement  mentioned  to  the  class,  as  soon  as  I  per- 
of  the  most  remarkable  results  obtained  in  ceived   the  man   was  jaundiced,  that  he 
the    <:hronic  wards,  and   the    most  im-  would   most  probably    get  urticaria.      I 
portant  patholoffical  observations  made  in  made  a  similar  prediction  in  a  case  which 
the    ferer  waras,  during  the   last  three  occurred  recently  in  our  wards,  and  it  was 
months.     This  will  occupy  but  two  or  verifitd  by  the  event.     Now  this  is  not  a 
three  lectures,  and  in  the  interim  I  shall  mere  fortuitous  occurrence;    the  various 
each    day  direct  your  attention   to  any  symptoms  must  be  connected  in  the  rela- 
thing  of  importance  which  occurs  in  the  tion  of  cause  and  effect.     It  is  interesting 
wards.     It  is  my  intention  at  present  to  to  bear  this  in  mind,  and  it  is  besides  of 
limit  myself  to  the  illustration  of  some  considerable  importance  to  the  practising 
points  connected  with  pathology,  and  to  physician ;   it  enables  him  to  predict  the 
dwell  merely  on  those  prominent  features  appearance  and  form  of  disease,  and  in- 
of  disease  which  bear  a  special  reference  to  spires  his  patient  with  confidence  in  his 
pmctical  medicine  ;    I   shall  afterwards  opinions  and  judgment. 
gire  some  lectures  on  fever.    I  shall  not        There  is  another  sequence  of  disease, 
enter  into  any  disquisition  as  to  the  origin  not  unfrequently  observed,  but  of  which 
and  cause  of  fever;   for  these  matters  you  the    connexion   has    not    been    hitherto 
must  consultyonr  books:  all  you  can  expect  noticed  by  any  writer,  as  far  as  I   can 
Jjnnn  me  is  to  endeavour  to  impart  to  you  ascertain.     About  two  years  since,  Mr. 
nomeoseful  hints  on  the  treatment  of  fever.  Crampton    and    I    were    consulted    by 
In  order  to  acquire  a  correct  and  avail-  an    English   gentleman,  who  had    been 
ttble  knowledge  of  human  pathology,  and  ill  for  a  considerable    time.      The    his. 
to  extend  the  range  and  confirm  the  aecu-  tory   of  his   case   from    the  commence- 
wmej  of  diagnosis,  it  is  of  the  utmost  im-  ment  was  this : — Three  years  previously 
poitance  to  observe  attentively  the  con-  he  had  venereal, — used  and  abused  mer- 
nexion  between  the  diseases  of  certain  cury,  —  was  exposed  to    cold,  and  got 
oi^pms  or  systems  of  tlie  body.    You  are  periostitis.    He  now  got  into  a  bad  state 
aware  that  some  organs,  when  labouring  of  health,  used  mercury  a  second  time,  ob- 
under  disease,  are  apt,  after  the  disease  tained  some    relief,  and    then    relapsed 
has    continued  some  time,  to  implicate  again ;  finally,  after  having  used  mercury 
other  organs,  giving  rise  to  various  de-  three  or  four  times,  he  was  attacked  with 
iinged  conditions,  which  are  developed,  mercurial  cachexy,  became  weak  and  ema- 
sometimes  simultaneously,  but  in  general  ciated  ;    the  periostitis  degenerated   into 
conseentifely,  and  in  sequence.     1  have  ostitis,  producing  superficial  caries  and 
ilrcaidy  pointed  out  several  diseased  ac  nodes  of  a  bad  character;  he  had  exfolia- 
tions thns  associated  together,  each  form-  tion  of  the  hemes  of  the  cranium,  and 
isg  a  link  in  the  morbid  chain.     Now  it  rupia,  and  was  reduced  to  a  most  misera- 
if  of  the  greatest  imjiortance    to  study  ble  state.    Under  our  care  the  symptoms 
each  link,  and  ascertain  the  nature  of  its  gradually  disappeared ;  he  recovered  to  all 
connexion,  so  as  to  have  a  distinct  concep-  appearance,  and  even  got  fat.     He  then 
tion  of  the  whole.    Last  session  I  directed  caught  cold  and  relapsed  again.     At  last 
the  attention  of  my  class  to  a  train  of  his  liver  became  engaged ;  he  was  attacked 
morbid   phenomena   sometimes  observed  with  hypertrophy  of  the  liver,  ascites,  and 
eo.existlng  with  arthritic  inflammation,  jaundice,  and  died  soon  afterwards.  Here, 
A  person  labouring  under  inflammati(m  of  then,  we  have  venereal,  abuse  of  mercury, 
the  joints  gets  an  attack  of  hepatitis,  ac-  periostitic  inflammation,  abuse  of  mercury 
Ofimpanied  by  jaundice,  and  this  is  fol.  followed  by  exacerbation  of  the  periostitis, 
lowed  hy  urticaria.     I  have  observed  this  and  the  establishment  of  mercurial   ca- 
seqnence  of  disease  in  eight  or  nine  cases,  chexy,  and  the  history  of  the  case  is  wound 
The  first  was  in  a  gentleman  residing  in  up  with  hy]>ertrophy  of  the  liver.    This 
Lower  Mount- Street,  whom   1  attended  was  the  firet  case  in  which  I  had  observed 
with  Dr.  Cheyne.     This  gentleman,  in  this  concatenation  of  diseases ;  since  that 
conscquenoe  of  exposure  to  cold,  was  at-  period  I  have  seen  a  similar  train  of  uior- 
tacked  with  arthntic  inflammation  and  bid  phenomena,  twice  in  private  i^iaicWea 
fever.    After  he  had  been  about  ten  days  and  once    in   hospital.     Fiisl  '^-e  Via.Na 
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abuse  of  mercury,  then  periostic  inflam-  eases  of  the  lifer;  and  it  is  importiBtli 
mation  and  mercurial  cachexy,  and  the  remark,  in  attempting  to  explain  the  n* 
scene  is  closed  by  morbid  enlargement  of  tionale  of  these  hepatic  affections^  that  il 
the  liver.  Now  I  do  not  look  upon  this  no  disease  of  the  liver  is  thin  sjmpta 
sequence  as  merely  fortuitous.  The  dis-  more  frequently  observed  than  in  the  Nm- 
eased  actions  are,  l  think,  related  as  cause  fulous.  Scrofulous  disease  of  the  liver  ii 
aud  effect,  and  each  successive  condition  that  state  in  which  there  is  an  inereueil 
is  consequent  on  the  previous  one.  It  size  in  the  origan,  with  indaration  wai 
may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  here  some  imperfect  secretion,  but  without  any  n- 
curious  circumstances  observed  in  the  case  markable  tenderness.  This  conditioB  la 
to  which  I  have  just  alluded.  While  this  children  is  accompanied  with  irritability 
gentleman's  liver  was  enlarging,  there  was  of  the  digestive  organs,  fretfalnen,  emft- 
no  tenderness  of  the  right  hypochondrium  ciation,  loss  of  sleep,  and  impaired  nntri- 
on  pressure.  I  have  observed  the  same  tion.  The  little  patient  becomes  what  ii 
absence  of  tenderness  in  all  the  cases  of  termed  "  pot-bellied,"  and  laboors  nniler 
this  description  which  I  have  witnessed,  thirst,  debility,  and  febrile  excitemeaL 
The  gentleman  could  bear  pressure  over  This  has  been  frequently  called  lemittcat 
the  hepatic  region  without  any  incon-  fever,  and  disease  of  the  mesenteric  glancb, 
venience,  and  yet  the  liver  was  so  enor-  but  in  my  opinion  unjustly.  It  is  only  a 
mously  increased  in  size,  that  its  inferior  form  of  general  cachexy  connected  wilk 
margin  extended  almost  down  to  the  pel-  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  affecting  seeretioa 
vis.  What  is  equally  remarkable,  he  had  and  nutrition  in  general,  and  the  digestiic 
no  fever,  and  the  tongue  was  perfectly  and  biliary  systems  in  particolar.  It 
clean  and  moist  daring  the  whole  course  would  be  quite  wrong  to  imagine  that,  ia 
of  the  hepatic  alTcction.  In  my  observa-  this  form  of  disease,  the  liver  is  the  cause 
tions  on  a  case  in  the  fever  ward,  I  re-  of  the  whole  train  of  morbid  phenomena; 
marked  a  few  days  since  that  some  persons  it  is  merely  affected  in  common  with  other 
were  too  hasty  in  drawing  inferences  from  organs,  and  forms  only  an  individual  fta- 
the  state  of  the  tongue  as  to  the  existence  ture  in  the  group  of  symptoms, 
of  affections  of  the  digestive  organs.  I  Now  in  this  form  of  scrofulous  cacbexj, 
shall  not  touch  on  this  point,  however,  where  you  have  diarrheea,  emadatieB, 
at  present,  and  shall  merely  observe  that  fever,  thirst,  and  restlessness,  the  liver  is 
this  gentleman's  tongue  was  perfectly  frequently  affected  in  the  manner  already 
clean  and  moist,  notwithstanding  the  raor-  described ;  and  in  the  loose  stools  of  tack 
bid  condition  and  rapid  growth  of  the  a  child,  you  will  find  one  part  bilious,  Ma»- 
liver.  Another  curious  circumstance  was,  ther  part  clay-coloured;  they  will  beyel* 
that  during  the  hepatic  affection,  diges-  low  to-day,  and  pale  the  next,  accordingly 
tion  appeared  to  go  on  very  well,  at  least  as  the  liver  secretes  bile  or  suspends  its 
so  far  as  the  formation  and  due  expulsion  functions.  But  in  this  instance,  I  repeat 
of  faeces  are  conccnied.-  The  alvine  eva-  that  the  liver  is  only  one  of  many  organs 
cuations  were  regular,  and  the  matter  affected  by  the  same  general  cachexy, 
discharged  presented  the  form  and  con-  Could  we  ascertain  the  derangements  of 
sistence  of  that  which  is  passed  by  a  per.  other  secreting  organs  with  the  same  iad> 
son  in  good  health.  But  there  was  a  lity,  it  is  ver\'  probable  we  should  find  n- 
peculiarity  in  it  to  which  my  attention  milar  eviderices  of  the  morbid  inflaenoe 
was  first  directed  by  the  patient,  who  which  pervades  the  whole  system, 
was  an  intelligent  and  observant  per-  This  view  of  the  question  shews  that 
son.  The  cylinder  of  faecal  matter  was  you  are  not  to  expect  to  succeed  in  remof  • 
composed  of  parts  differing  in  colour  and  ing  the  disease  by  the  use  of  calomel  or 
appearance:  two  or  three  inches  consisted  any  other  mercurial  preparation.  Many 
of  pale  clay-coloured  substance ;  and  im-  of  those  persons  whose  practice  is  Htda 
mediately  after  this  another  portion,  of  better  than  routine,  when  called  to  treat  a 
about  the  same  length,  was  observed,  pre-  case  of  this  description,  first  examine  or 
senting  the  ordinary  bilious  or  brown  co.  inquire  as  to  the  nature  of  the  alvine  era- 
lour  of  natural  excrement ;  and  then  again  cuations,  and  fixing  on  the  single  symp- 
another  mass  of  clay-coloured  matter,  tom  of  deficiency  of  bile,  immediately  pia* 
without  any  obvious  tiace  of  bile.  This  scribe  calomel,  to  be  repeated  or  conU- 
appearance  I  have  now  frequently  wit-  nued  until  the  secretion  of  the  liver  ii 
nessed;  and  the  inference  to  be  drawn  established;  but  they  forget  that  this  stats 
from  it  is  this, — that  in  such  forms  of  he-  of  the  biliary  system  depends  on  the  gene- 
patic  disease  the  functions  of  the  liver  are  ral  state  of  health,  and  that  the  absence  of 
performed,  as  it  were,  intermittently ;  it  bile  is  the  consequence,  and  not  the  caos^ 
secretes  bile  during  a  certain  period  of  the  of  the  disease.  Almost  all  the  ozgans  of 
digestive  process,  then  stops,  and  then  se-  the  body  are  affected;  and  though  calooMl 
cretes  again.  may  restore  the  secretion  of  the  liver  Ibr  a 
This  peculiarity  is  noticed  in  many  dis-  time,  it  cannot  bring  \m6k  the  oigan  to  its 
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nl  state,  or  cure  the  disease.    The  diet,  change  of  air,  and  the  nse  of  taraxa- 

\Aj  is  to  he  remedied  in  a  different  cum,  conium,  and  hydriodate  of  potash, 

:  the  secretions  (and  that  of  the  liver  he  was  ultimately  cured,  aAer  an  illness  of 

ig  the  rest)  are  to  be  improved  by  nearly  two  years,  during  which  the  liver 

ge  of  air,  by  an  appropriate  diet,  by  had  grown  to  an  enormous  size.    I  may 

^se,  tepid  or  cold  bathing,  and  the  state  that  he  is  at  present  in  good  health, 

»f  those  remedies  which  are  adapted  and  that  the  liver  is  nearly  reduced  to  its 

odify  or  correct  that  state  of  the  sys-  natural  dimensions.    It  may  be  proper  to 

on  which  the  general  derangement  add,  that  this  gentleman's  age  is  about 

nds.  four-and-twenty. 

1  observation  of  such  cases  has  led  me  I  observed  one  circumstance  in  the  pro- 
train  of  reflection  respecting  the  oc-  gress  of  this  ca^^e  which  is  worth  noting. 
»ice  of  the  same  order  of  symptoms  in  He  was  suddenly  attacked  with  a  papular 
JOB  who  have  been  injured  by  the  form  of  purpura,  accompanied  by  much 
e  of  mercury.  Many  persons  who  get  tingling  and  itchiness,  and  answering  to 
real  employ  mercury  injudiciously,  the  description  given  of  Purpura  urticafts, 
fall  into  what  has  been  termed  the  This  peculiar  eruption  was  very  trouble, 
mrial  cachexy,  in  which  there  is  a  ge-  some  at  night,  and  formed  several  succes- 
t  unhealthy  state  of  the  organs.  A  sive  crops,  which  altogether  lasted  a 
mt  who  has  fallen  into  this  state  very  month.  It  occupied  the  extremities,  up- 
ly  resembles  a  scrofulous  person,  and  per  and  lower,  and  was  very  abundant  on 
t  to  labour  under  the  same  emacia-  the  latter.  This  gentleman  wore  a  ban- 
impaired  nutrition,  irritability,  fever-  dage,  to  relieve  a  varicose  state  of  the 
988,  and  the  same  sort  of  cutaneous,  veins  of  the  left  leg.  Now  the  eruption 
dnlar,  and  periostitic  affections.  The  never  appeared  in  the  parts  subjected  to 
QIC  mercurial  cachexy  is  very  like  the  the  pressure  of  the  bandage,  althou^  it 
alous,  and  attacks  very  nearly  the  was  very  thick  immediately  ImIow  and 
i  organs  and  tissues.    Hence  the  diffi-  above  those  parts. 

'  of  curing  affections  of  the  liver,  and  In  persons  below  thirty  the  liver  may 

'  organs,  when  they  are  the  result  of  become  eohuiged   to  a  very  considerable 

depraved  habit.    This  is  the  key  to  extent,  and  yet  return  again  to  its  natural 

xplanation  of  those  horrible  ravages  ttze   under  proper  treatment.      I   could 

h  we  frequently  witness  in  cases  of  point  out  several  persons  in  Dublin  in 

real  disease  complicated  with  mercu-  whom  the  liver  had  been  so  much  en- 

achexy—a  state  of  cooctitntion  which  larged  that  I  thought  their  cases  hopeless, 

osely  allied  to  the  ncrofulous.    You  ana  yet  they  have  recovered,  and  are  at 

firequentlv  meet  with  this  consecutive  present  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health, 

tion  of  the  liver  in  cases  of  morbus  The  process  by  which  the  organ  returns  to 

t,  wbei«  the  patient  has  been  labour-  its  natural  state  and  dimensions  is  gene- 

nr years  under  ulceration  of  the  joint,  rally  slow;  in  two  or  three  cases  it  occu- 

growth  of  the  rest  of  the  body  appears  pied  a  space  of  time  varying  from  one  to 

kied,  the  patient  is  stunted  and  ema-  two  years.     I  attended  a  gentleman  some 

d,  while  the  liver  increases  rapidly  in  time  ago  with  Mr.  Carmichael ;  and  from 

It  was  from  observing  the  occur-  the  history  of  the  case,  as  well  as  the 

i  of  liver  disease  in  persons  labouring  symptoms  present,  we  were  induced  to 

r  the  scrofulous  cachexy,  that  my  at-  look  upon  it  as  incurable ;  and  yet  the  pa- 

on  was  first  turned  to  its  occurrence  tient  has  completely  recovered.    Mr.Mac- 

fsons  broken  down  by  long  or  injudi-  namara  and  I  attended  a  lady  who  had  a 

I  courses  of  mercury.  very  remarkable  enlargement  of  the  liver, 

le  word,  gentlemen,  as  to  the  curabi-  but  in  the  course  of  a  year  the  viscus  di- 

»f  hepatic  affections  of  this  kind.    I  minished  so  much  in  size,  as  to  be  very 

ve  that  it  is  always  an  unpromising  little  above  the  normal  dimensions.    This 

of  disease;  but  persons  of  originally  is  a  matter  of  no  common  interest,  for 

constitution,  and  under  the  age  of  cases  of  this  description  have  been  gene- 

f,  will  generally  escape,  if  treated  ju-  rally  looked  upon  as  beyond  the  reach  of 

inly,  and  with  proper  care  and  atten-  medical  aid.      You  should  therefore  be 

Some  months  ago  I  attended,  with  very   careful    in  your  prognosis  of  such 

Ifarsh,  a  young  gentleman  labouring  cases,  and  not  give  them  up  at  once  as  in- 

r  this  affection,  as  a  consequence  of  curable. 

ibnse  of  mercury.     We  found  him  I  may  observe  in  conclusion,  that  it  is 

Jt  emaciated,  and  labouring  under  entirelv  as  the  result  of  the  cachectic  habit 

aerable  enlargement  of  the  liver,  with  that  this  enlargement  of  the  liver  is  ob. 

nencing  ascites.     He  had  also  great  served.      I  have  assumed  this  principle  as 

ndnation  of  blood  to  the  abdomen,  the  basis  of  my  argument,  ana  I  think  it 

hflM,  and  haemorrhoids.     By  strict  is  founded  in  fact  and  truth.    It  is  also 

timi  to  his  bowels,  a  well-regulated  curious  to  obterre,  that  the  same  cachectic 
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Bt*te  wliirb  git'es  tIk  to  emncifttioii  an<l 
devaj'  at  Ihe  body,   generally   occiuluna 

b;  of  some  porliciiUr   organs. 

ronst  comiDnDl;  obserTc  in  siicb 
coaditions  ii,  general  WMtio;  of  tbe  sjs- 
tem,  &c<:tiDit)ftTiieJ  bj  incroaifed  morbid 
nuTrilion  in  certain  org&nit.  Tbis  appenra 
to  be  the  ^Deral  Ian.  You  pErccive  Ihat 
in  tbe  uplanatioQ  I  hme  given,  I  hare 
supposed  tbat  etiEargcd  liver  is  the  result  of 
a  general  oacbectic  state  of  tbo  gj'steiij,  and 
it  is  of  importance  [o  reEullect  that  (bis 
date  may  be  brougbt  on  tiy  the  ir^udicioiia 
cxhibiltDa  of  mercury,  or  by  carrjing 
merciiriBUKatian  farlber  than  the  can. 
■titntion  nill  bear.  In  this  iuslnnL-e 
we  are  ompelled  to  allow  Ihat  our  prac- 
tice may  furnish  weapons  to  be  turned 
against  us  by  the  disciples  of  homoeopathy. 
It  cannot,  Dowever,  be  denied,  that  the 
immodemlB  use  of  mereary  has  been  pro- 
ductlic  uf  liTer  disease.  Tbe  late  Mr. 
Hewsoti  pointed  oat  this  to  the  attention 
of  tbose  who  visited  tbe  Lock  Hospital 
while  under  his  care.  At  this  period  it 
vaa  the  uustom  to  salivate  everj  patient, 
and  keep  him  under  the  full  mercurial  ' 


e  for  a 


lonth  o 


frc- 


I 
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quently  happened  tbat,  iuxt  as  tbe  mercu- 
rial cnurse  was  finished,  the  palienl  ROl 
di«aac and  eii1ar||^ment ofthe liver.  Were 
I  inclined  lo  theorbee,  I  migbl  perhaps 
otfcT  Kome  fanciful  hypothesis  in  explana- 
tion of  this  occnrrenue,  and  might  (race 
■ome  connexion  between  tbe  slimnlant 
effects  of  mercury  on  the  liver,  and  the 
lubswiuent  hypertniphy.  I  stiall,  how- 
ever, content  myself  nl  present  with  tko- 
ticing  the  Ikct,  and  Inve  the  explanation 
to  my  jnniors,  who  always  explain  mat- 
ters, according  lo  my  obiertation,  much 
more  readily  llian  their  lenion. 

There  are  also  other  diseased  states 
of  the  system,  in  which  wo  haie  enlarge- 
ment and  morbid  alteration  of  the  liver.  I 
can  point  out  to  you  four  diSerent  states 
of  the  system  in  which  bypertropby  and 
disease  of  the  liver  forms  one  of  tbe  results 
of  the  general  nSection  of  the  system-  Tbe 
next  of  those  to  which  I  shall  direct 
Tour  attention  is  scarlatina.  Those  who 
hare  attended  the  wards  during  tbe  post 
month  hare  seen  cxainplca  of  tnii.  We 
hare  observed  during  the  Mme  week  two 
patients  labouring  ander  scarlatina,  who 
got  disease  of  Ihe  liter  aDd  jaundice.  One 
of  the  patients,  a  little  boy,  was  attacked 
with  Ihe  disease  in  an  extremely  violent 
form,  accompanied  with  high  fever,  and  a 
Tcry  remarkable  eruptiim.  In  a  few  biiurs 
after  ibo  exanthema  appeared,  the  entire 
cutaneous  snrfacc  was  djed  of  a  brilliant 
red  i  in  fael,  the  tkio  looked  as  if  il  bail 
been  cainied  over,  and  Ibero  was  not 
a  single  spot  IVee.  In  cases  of  this  kind  the 
Tioleoce  uf  tbe  cntoaeout  influnmatlon  is 


sufficient  to  kill,  without  luiji  other  m. 
favcmrablc  comjillcation ;  and  the  patitat 
seldom  lives  more  than  three  or  Am 
days.  You  observed  in  this  cose,  AM 
the  whole  epidermis  peeled  off.  Bnl 
what  I  wish  to  direct  your  altcntiim  t»  as, 
that  this  boy  after  Ino  days  had  etidcat 
symptoms  of  disease  and  enlargcncirt 
of  ttie  liver.  A  young  man,  in  ihc  mom 
ward,  had  also  an  attack  of  scarlatina,  bat 
in  a  milder  form.  On  the  third  day  be 
likewise  got  inflammation  of  the  lirer,  bill 
was  cured  by  general  and  local  antipblo. 
gislic  treatment.  You  are  aware  thU 
scarlatina  is  one  of  tho!<e  diseases  in  wliich 
a  train  of  unrnvourable  sequelv  are  apt  to 
remun  after  the  removal  of  the  originil 
complaint.  Persons,  after  reco»Briiig  fnn 
tbe  exantbematous  fever,  will  soaielinfl 
get  into  a  bad  stale  of  liealth,  and  In'MJ 
of  convalescing,  become  restless  and  rnw. 
ish  towards  evening — have  an  irriiabi* 
jerking  pulse,  hot  skin,  dermogciMRl  *t 
the  digestive  organs,  diminished  utiuaiT 
Bccretiun,  and  finally  become  dropMoL 
Now,  from  observing  tbe  snperrentloB  of 
hepatic  disease  in  such  eases,  holb  in  bos- 
pilal  and  private  pradire,  my  attenliuii 
has  l>een  directed  to  tbe  liver  ;  and  I  never 
omit  making  an  pxamination  of  tlitl 
organ  when  called  lo  treat  those  s)  op- 
tonis  which  are  looked  upon  as  the  se<|nvla 
of  scartnlina.  In  many  uf  these  paticnu 
I  have  found  the  liverin  a  state  of  inflwu- 
mation  of  rather  a  chronic  cbaractei.  auil 
without  any  of  that  remarkable  pain  "r 
tenderness  which  cbaracterimsa  acntc  h»- 
patitis.  But  still  it  was  inDuied,  M 
proved  by  the  benefit  derived  from  local 
antiphlogistic  meani  i  and,  tnorcoicr.  In 
condition  appeared  to  retard  nn-f  |---r— • 
rODValesccncc.  Not  long  sim  ■ 
of  mine,  a  very  intclUgeni  [■■ 
who  was  attending  a  cue  "I'  r 
tion,  and  bod  tried  n  variety  '>t 
without  any  benefit,  was  very  nnuli  ■■u 
prised  when  I  drew  down  Iho  bcd-cloihra 
and  showed  bim  that  the  liver  wai  diseasnl- 
Hc  bud  nril  thought  of  the  existence  of  any 
thing  like  an  hepatic  affection,  and  »a' 
very  much  surprised  that  his  trcaimcit 
had  proved  so  ineffectual.  By  ibe  aw  n' 
leeches  to  tlie  right  hypoehondrinm,  ihr 
employment  of  mercury,  and  a  pniprr 
regulation  of  diet,  tbe  palienl  was  sonn 
relieved,  and  Ihc  fever,  tbint,  and  an s 
sarcn,  quickly  disappeared.  In  easei  n! 
this  kind  the  hepatic  affection  is  tbe  r- 
suit  of  the  general  inSautnatnnr  diatbnit 
superinduced  bv  scarlatina.  Ynu  are  all 
aware  that  nalbing  is  more  eominon,  aOit 
scarlatina,  tban  inffamniation  «f  TuiMN 
or^ns.    Thus  some  persons  v«  Mtad*! 

Many  persons  continue  t 
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itate  after  the  eruption  has  declined ;  they  rished"  system  as  well  as  the  new,  and 

do  not  convalesce  according  to  our  expcc-  asserts  that  the  latter  is  attended  with 

tatioDs;  the  pulse  remains  rather  quicker  decided  advantages  over  the  former,  and 

thmo  nataral;  the  howels  are  deranged;  confirms  them  hy  the  relation  of  cases. 

the  appetite  bad ;  thirst  urgent,  and  urine  j  certainly  should,  if  I  became  the  sub- 

•cantj.     In  many  of  these  cases  you  will  j^^.^  ^f  fracture,  request  that  his  plan  of 

find  that  there  is  a  species  of  chronic  he-  treatment  miffht  be  adopted. 

SUtis  going  on,  which  keeps  up  the  fever-  j.^^^  j^  allusion  to  Investigator's  de- 

mess  and  retards  conrafescence.    This  ^  ^    ^^^^  ^^  homceopathy  as  another 

b  a  PS°^  «f  if'^*^  ^"P*^':^"^' ^^^^^^^      "mania;"   how  much  mor/ like  a  true 
I  am  the  more  anxious  to  draw  your  at-       "*«"•»,     "^ 

tention.  because  even  the  latest  writers  on  Investigator  would  he  have  been  if  he 

scarlatina  have  either  entirely  omitted  or  had  first  made  trial  of  it. 

very  insufficiently  noticed  it.  And   now  with   regard  to  my  own 

• ^___  "mania"     of    treating     inflammatory 

"'""^""■— ^                                         '  diseases  upon  a  system  opposed  to  the 

OPPOSITE  MODES  OF  PRACTICE  current  practice  of  the  day,  I  beg  to 

state  that  dunng  the  first  ten  years  I 

^^  "■  was  engaged  in  the  medical  profession, 

TREATMENT  or  INFLAMMATION.  I  pursued  the  strict  antiphlogistic  sy*- 

—  tem  in  the  treatment  or  inflammatory 

To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,    diseases,  having  been  taught  so  to  do, 

and  that  when  I  met  with  fatal  cases 

^       ^^"»  V      11       J  *         1    *     T  I  in  general  ascribed  the  want  of  suc- 

1  BEG  to  be  allowed  to  reply  to  Inves-    ^^^  ^»  ^^^  j^^j       ^^^^  ^„^„  ^  in  the 

tigalor'sremwks  upon  what  he  IS  pleased    abstraction  of  bfood  ;    and  ttis  notion 
to  denominate  "  tlie  new-fangled  doc-    y^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^„^    j„  ^^  ^j„d^  that 

*"5®*-*    1 1  i?    .  V      u         J  ^i.  *  during  two  years  previous  to  my  relin- 

It  should  first  be  observed  that  your  quishfng  this  mode  of  practice  altogether, 

correspondent  assumes  a  name  which  J  phlel^tomised  copiously,  and  at  very 

docs  not  belong  to  bim;    »t  is  evident  ^^^^^  intervals,  in   order  to   anticipate 

Aat  his  proper  name  is  "  Conservative,  ^„j        .^^^  ^^e  reaction  which  so  fre- 

for  he  complams  that  "  long-chenshed  \.    ^^^^^^     ^^is  practice,  however, 

"*^;f*?^K^*'u^r'^^»^^VnPT***'^  was  attended   with   still  more  fatality 
are  (being)  abandoned."    While  cbarg-  and  vexation.     I  was  then  advised  by 
mg  me  with  inconsistency,  he  does  not  ^^^  j^^^  jy^    Armstrong  to  administer 
perceive  his  own  :  he  denominates  him-  ^^^  ^^  ^^.^  ^^^^  ^^  calomel  and  opium, 
lelfanlnvcsUgator,  and  pretends  to  be  ^fter  each  abstraction  of  blood,  which 
a  matter-of-fact  man,  by    denouncing  certainly  did  considerably  allay  the  in- 
uy  new  principles  of  practice  as    new-  ordinate  vascular  action.     In  the  spring 
^fS}^^f  and  proofs  of  a  "professional  ^f  iq22.  I  had  an  interview  with  Dr. 
mama."     In   what  manner   should    a  Darwin,  of  Shrewsbury,  relative  to  a 
person  prepare  himself  in  order  consist.  ^j^^^ .   j^  conversation,  he  stated  that 
emth  to  pronounce  his  dictum  against  [^  considered  all  pulsations  above  90  or 
ejthernew  or  old  doctrines  m  medicine?  ^^^  j„   ^  minute  were  indications  of 
CerUmly  by  patient  inquiry,  and  by  debility,  and  not  of  the  degree  of  in- 
die  test  of  facts.      But   the  sot-disant  flammation,  to  which  I  fully  assented, 
LivcsUgator  opposes  his  mere  words  of  ^^^^  mentioned  Dr.  Armstrong's  method 
ik€  moment  to  facts,  which  have  re-  of  controlling  this  irritable  action,  when 
paired  many  years  to  collect  and  myes-  jy^     Darwin    replied  that  if  I  could 
tipte.     To  use  no  harsher  expression,  thoroughly  examine  the  effects  of  bleed- 
it  IS  neither  phdosophical  nor  fair  in  an  •       |  |h/„|d  ^ot  long  remain  so  strong 
individaal  who  is  acquainted  with  only  an  advocate  for  the  practice. 
one  side  of  the  question,  to  condemn  Although  these  were  the  only  remarks 
the  eondusions  of  those  who  have  ex-  ^y^^^^   occurred  between   Dr.  Darwin 
amined  both  :  for  my  own  part,  I  should  ^^^          jj-          ^y^^  subject,  yet,  having 
be  Teiy  reluctant  to  raise  prejudices  already  had  the  greatest  reason  to  doubt 
agamst  Mr.  Radley's  method  of  treat-  ^^  efficacy  of  general  bleeding  as  a 
ing  fractured  bones,  merely  because  it  remedy,  I  immediately  turned  my  atten- 
was  new  to  me :   nay,  further,  since  he  ^j^,^  ^  ^^g  ^^y^^^  ^^^^  ^f  the  question, 
baa  practised  according  to  the  old    cbe-  ,„j  ^as  soon  convinced  by  the  happy 
•  Mao.  Gas.  prctcnt  vol.  p.  203,  ants.  results  of  this  new  system  of  practice. 
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that  tlie  old  "cherished"  system  was  inflammatory  diseases,  to  |pye  food  (recl|f  ■I' 

founded  in  error.     I  have  ever  since^-  with  one  hand,  and  tartarized  antiouMj  I*' 

during  fourteen  years— been  observant  of  with  the  other.    Why  did  he  not  glvei  1^ 

their    respective    merits;    and   having  full  quotation?    Because  he  coald  Ml  |i 

well   considered   them,   I  felt  justified  then  nave  indulged  in  his  disioffepiMMi 

in   recently  presenting  in  the   Lancet  observations;    for  they  are  anticipalii 

this  '*  new-fangled  doctrine"  to  the  con-  and   answered,  as  {he    followio|^   M 

sideration  of  the  profession,  and  think  quotation  will  shew  :— 

that  no  one  can  with  propriety  condemn  **  The  medicinal  treatment  depcndf 

it  until  he  has  proved  it  to  be  fallacious:  much  upon  the  character  of  the  infla»> 

but  since  Investigator  has  not  regarded  matorv  fever.     If  considerable  pyrexia 

this  just  order  of  proceeding,    he    is  attend    subacute    inflammation,    it  ti 

bound  in  justice  to  make  a  fair  trial  evident  that    the    predisposiu|f    caoK, 

of  the  ])ractice  he  so  prematurely  con-  excitability,  is  greater  than  the  excitiii^ 

demns,  and  to  report  the  results.  cause,  inflammation.     Under  these  or- 

There  is  but  one  point  among  Inves-  cumstances,  febrifuge  medicines,  espe- 
tigator's  remarks  deserving  serious  no-  cially  those  of  a  sedative  nature,  astar- 
tice,  and  that  not  on  account  of  its  tarized  antimony,  digitalis,  &c.  will,  m 
arising  out  of  an  impartial  inquiry,  general,  produce  a  beneficial  effect.  Bit 
but  on  account  of  its  being  a  misrepre-  if,  as  in  acute  inflammation,  theexcitinr 
sentatiou,  as  the  following  quotations  cause  play  the  greater  part,  then  febn- 
wil]  prove.  First  his  quotation  blended  fuge  meciicines  will  avail  but  litde. 
with  his  remarks.  "  The  medicinal  Sedative  medicines  would  appear,  i 
treatment,  we  are  told,  depends  much  priori,  to  be  indicated  whenever  the 
upon  the  character  of  the  inflammatory  general  circulation  is  inordinately  in- 
fever.  When  the  general  circulation  is  creased  ;  but  very  high  and  strong  a^ 
inordinately  increased,  and  when  con-  terial  action  cannot  he  controlled  bj 
siderable  pyrexia  attends  subacute  in-  sedative  medicines,  as  tartarized  anti- 
flammation,  sedative  medicines,  such  as  mony  and  digitalis ;  for  small  doses  of 
tartarized  antimony  and  digitalis,  are  these  medicines  have  no  effect,  while 
recommended,  though  upon  what  princi-  large  doses  occasion  vomitings,  wbieli 
pie  it  is  difficult  to  imagine;  for  every  one  are  oflen  distressing  and  injurious  Co 
must,  I  think,  perceive  that  if  it  be  right,  inflamed  or«;!^ans ;  and  unless  they  pio- 
in  the  dietetic  treatment  of  the  constitu-  duce  a  uniform  sedative  effect,  they  ait 
tion,  to  increase  the  general  circulation,  peniicious,  as  temporary  depression  of 
by  the  fearless  administration  of  milk,  the  circulation  induces  reaction,  and 
beer,  wine  and  water,  eggs,  and  good  thus  defeats  the  object  to  be  attained ; 
broth,  that  it  cannot  at  the  same  time  and  to  nauseate  the  stomach  without 
be  proper  in  the  medical  treatment,  to  subduing  the  disease  is  worse  than  aae- 
lower  the  vascolar  action  by  means  of  less,  as  it  renders  the  patient  incapable 
tartarized  antimony  and  digitalis.  But  of  taking  that  nutriment  which,  of  itself 
it  happens  that  this  treatment  can  seldom  alone,  would,  according  to  the  views 
be  put  into  execution ;  for  when  emetic  which  have  been  already  g^ren  of  the 
tartar  is  given  in  doses  sufliciently  large  nature  of  inflammatory  ferer^  tend  to 
to  produce  a  sedative  eflect,  it  never  diminish  the  pyrexia, 
fails  at  the  same  time,  to  cause  severe  "  The  sedative  agency  of  cold  may  be 
nausea :  so  that  when  a  patient  is  under  often  employed  advantageously,  by 
the  influence  of  that  medicine,  his  sto-  placing  the  patient,  who  shoulaatthe 
mach,  which  must  be  in  a  very  unfit  same  time  be  thinly  clothed,  in  a  current 
state  to  receive  eggs  and  brotti,  will  of  cool  air.  No  kind  of  dangper  need  be 
necessarily  rebel  against  those  good  apprehended  from  this  exposure,  unless 
thing^,and  either  refuse  them  admittance,  the  phlegmasia  have  originated  from 
or  eject  them  soon  after  their  entrance,  revulsion  of  blood,  occasioned  by  expo- 
As  far,  therefore,  as  regards  the  con-  sure  to  cold ;  then,  indeed,  to  renew  the 
stitution,  it  must,  I  think,  be  plain  that  original  cause  of  the  disease  would  be 
the  treatment  recommended  for  it  by  committing  the  folly  of  addingfuel  to  fire. 
Mr.  Searle  is  inconsistent  and  often  In  such  cases  calomel  and  opium  in  corn- 
impracticable.*'  bination  form  an  exceedingly  useful  seda- 

According  to  the  above  remarks  of  tive,  producing  a  genenJ  and  uniform 

Investigator,  it  is  made  to  appear  that  effect.      While    they  allay  inordinate 

it  is  my  practice,  in  the  treatment  of  action,  they  maintain  an  equal  dtstribo- 
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lion  of  blood  ;  if  tbey  fail  to  induce  sleep  yation  of  nutriment  which  the  strict  an- 

tbej  compose  both    mind   and   body  ;  tiphlogistic  sjstem  of  treatment  enjoins. 

Ibey  alleviate  delirium  when  it  exists.  Although  Investigator  is  pleased  to 

uid  inothercasespreventitsoccurrence/*  denominate  the  sjstem  of  practice  I  am 

It  is  clear  that  I  mean  by  tartarized  advocating  "  a  mania,*'  he  will,  most 

•nitmony,  digitalis,  &c.,  the  whole  ca-  probably,  on  some  future  day  look  back 

talog^e  of  sedative  medicines.    I  placed  with  horror,  as  I  now  do,  on  his  present 

tartarized  antimony  at  the  head  because  favourite  and  '*  long-cherished"  system, 

U  is  most  frequently  employed  by  the  as  one  which  has  converted  a  number  of 

ptofosion,  and  because  I  wished  to  make  cases  of  mild  into  acute  and  alarming 

considerable  strictures  upon  its  use.    So  forms  of  inflammation,  which  has  im- 

fcr  from  its  being  a  favourite  remedy  of  paired  numbers  of  good  constitutions, 

mine,   I   prefer  calomel  and  opium,  or  and  which  has  destroyed  many  lives. 

any  other  medicine  which  will  not  nau-  I  am,  sir, 

feate  the  stomach  ;   in  short,  I  do  not  Your  obedient  servant, 

believe  that  ten  prescriptions  could  be  Henrv  Searle. 

produced,  in  which  I  had  recommended,  KeDoington,  Dec.  6, 183«. 

within   the  last  six    years,    tartarized     

antimony  as  an  internal  remedy,  whilst  — 

boodreds  might  be  brought  forward  of  q^  ^u^ 

my    having    prescribed     calomel    and  „„^ „„„„.«„ 

omum.     But  fet  it  be  supposed  that  the  DECENT  CASE  of  SUPPOSED  POI- 

•♦&c."   had   been   really  omitted,   and  SONING  with  UNSOUND  BACON. 

that  I  intended  to  recommend  tartarized  

antimony   only,  to  what  cases  have  T  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
restricted  its  administration  ?    To  those 

in  which  considerable  pyrexia   attends  ^"*» 

sobacute    inflammation.      Under   what  In  conseauence  of  a  report  of  the  in- 

circamstances  does  this  form  of  pyrexia  quest  held  at  the  Westminster  Hospital, 

occur?     The  patients  are  either  very  on  the  body  of  Caroline  Jones,  appear- 

yooDg   children,    or    of  very  delicate  ing  in  your  journal  of  the  10th  inst, in 

constitutions.     Under  the   former,  tar-  which   a   verdict  was  brought  in  that 

tarized   antimony   is  never  given,  nor  "  the  death  of  the  deceased  was  caused 

CTen   thought  of,  and  under  the  latter  by  eating  unwholesome  bacon,"  I  beg 

the  patients  are  such  as  habitually  take  to  ofler  a  few  observations  on  the  case ; 

bat  little  food,  and  when  ill,  manifest,  which,  previous  to  admission  into  the 

in  general,  an  insuperable  aversion  to  hospital,  was  under  my  care. 

it.     In  such  cases  there  can  be  no  in-  Caroline  Jones,  tet.  14,  was  admitted 

consistency  in  administering  tartarized  a  patient  at  the  Chelsea  Dispensary,  on 

antimony.     So  that  if  I  had  made  no  25th   October.     As  she  was  too  ill  to 

more  comments  upon  this  medicine  than  come   to  the  institution,  and  was  con- 

those  which  were  convenient  for  Inves-  flned  to  bed,  I   visited  her  at  her  own 

tigator  partially  to  quote,  his  charge  of  home.     She  complained  much  of  pain 

inconsistency   would,  even   then,  have  in   the  back  and   limbs,    and   general 

been  perfectly  groundless.  uneasiness  and  restlessness.     There  was 

Investigator  has  yet  to  learn  that  if  considerable  headache,  a  dry  and  foul 

nutriment  be  fearlessly  and  judiciously  tongue,  mucous  sordes  about  the  mouth, 

administered  at  the  commencement  of  an  thirst,    no     appetite,    hot  skin,    ouick 

attackof  intestinal  inflammation— when  pulse,  cough,  with  pain  in  the  cnest; 

it  can,  in  general,  be  taken— the  inflam-  over  the  fore  part  of  which,  slight  sono- 

matory   fever,  if  it  exist  at    all,    will  rous  rattle  was  general.     She  had  been 

acarcelyever  become  so  high  as  to  merit  ill  about  ten  days,  and  the  only  cause 

any  fecial  attention,  and  that  the  in-  which  the  mother  then  assigned  as  the 

flammation  itself  will  not  often  assume  origin   of  her  illness,  was  her  having 

a  rery  acute  character.     If  he   were   a  been  exposed  to  fatigue  and  cold  during 

real  investigator,  he  would  soon  discover  her  journey  up  from  Gloucestershire  by 

that  the  acute  and  dangerous  characters  the   waggon,  in   Which   she  had   slept 

which  sometimes  accompany  inflamma-  two  nights  on  the  road :  two  or  three 

tion   are  almost  always  owing  to  the  weeks  had  since  elapsed.     Leeches  were 

larg«  abstractions  of  blood,  and  the  pri-  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  chest  and 
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head,  and  the  hair  to  be  cut  close.  A  notice  was  taken  of  it  to  me  at  thetiai; 
purf^ative  and  diaphoretics  were  admi-  During  my  whole  attendance  oa  tki 
uistered.  The  pain  in  the  chest  and  girl  it  was  ne?er  mentioned;  noriat 
cough  shortly  disappeared,  and  the  letter  which  the  father  wrote  to  w 
headache  was  relieved.  A  few  days  during  her  stay  in  the  hospital,  reqao^ 
afterwards,  she  complained  of  pain  in  ing  my  advice,  as  she  was  ffettii| 
the  bowels,  with  much  purging,  and  worse,  if  she  might  be  removedTiiogK; 
there  was  considerable  tendernei>s  of  the  nor  on  my  being  asked  to  prescribe  6r 
abdomen  on  pressure.  She  had  leeches,  a  younger  sister  a  ftgw  days  after  tk 
followed  by  poultices,  applied  twice,  elder  had  become  a  patient  of  the  dii- 
Small  doses  of  hyd.  c.  creta,  with  pulv.  pensary  ;  nor  was  the  slightest  aeeomt 
ipecac,  comp.were  given,  and  subsequent-  given  of  such  an  occurrence  after  bcr 
ly  the  mist,  cretee,  with  a  few  drops  of  admission  into  the  hospital,  till  withii 
tmct.  opii;  under  which  treatment  the  three  days  of  her  death.  I  can  bardlr 
pain  of  abdomen  and  diarrhoea  censed,  think  that  on  all  these  occasions,  hU 
and  she  was  evidently  getting  better.  On  the  symptoms  occasioned  by  eating  tbe 
ray  next  visit,  after  an  interval  of  two  bacon  been  as  serious  and  Tiolent  as 
days,  I  found  she  had  been  up  in  the  since  stated,  it  could  have  escaped  re- 
meantime,  and  had  felt  tolerably  free  collection  to  have  named  it  as  the  prs- 
from  complaint,  and  that  her  appetite  bable  origin  of  the  disease.  That  sick- 
having  returned,  she  had  probably  in-  ness  was  caused,  I  do  not  doubt ;  bat  I 
dulged  it  too  freely,  as  the  fever  had  in-  fully  believe,  on  inquiry,  that  the  effects 
creased,  and  the  pam  in  abdomen  and  diar-  produced  have  been  much  exaggerated, 
rhcea  had  returned.  I  have  since  learned  —perhaps  unintentionally,  —  fur  we 
that  on  both  days,  besides  meat  at  din-  know  bow  prone  people  are  to  attribote 
ner,  she  had  taken  pickled  cabbage,  their  complaints  to  any  unusual  cause, 
with  half  a  pint  of  porter  and  wine.  I  know  not  if  there  be  any  case  on  re- 
At  tbe  solicitation  of  the  mother,  who,  cord  in  which  the  symptoms  prodoced 
in  consequence  of  having  so  young  a  by  eating  unwholesome  meat  so  exactly 
family,  and  of  the  sickness  of'^  another  resemble  those  of  continued  fever, 
daughter,  said  she  was  unable  to  pay         Dr.  Christison,  in  his  excellent  work 

Iiroper  attention  to  her,  1  gave  her  a  on  Poisons,  thus  details  the  symptoms, 
etter  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  with  on  the  authority  of  Kemer  and  oUien, 
strict  injunctions  to  guard  against  cold  ;  occasioned  by  sausages  which  had  be- 
but  either  from  being  too  early  at  tbe  come  poisonous ;  andperhaps  I  shall  be 
hospital,  or  some  other  cause,  she  tells  excused  for  quoting  the  passag^e  entire, 
me  ner  daughter  was  kept  in  the  wait-  **  The  symptoms  of  poisoning  seldom 
ing-room  for  three  hours,  which,  to-  begin  till  twenty-four,  or  even  forij- 
gether  with  exposure  to  cold  in  the  eight,  hours  afler  tbe  noxious  meal,  and 
coach  on  her  way  there,  no  doubt  caused  rather  later  than  earlier.  The  tardiness 
an  aggravation  of  the  symptoms.  of  their  approach  seems  owing  to  the 
Such  is  the  case,  so  far  as  I  attended  great  in  digestibility  of  the  fatty  matter 
it;  and  independent  of  the  history,  as  with  which  the  active  principle  is  mix- 
since  given  by  the  father  on  the  inquest,  ed.  The  first  symptoms  are,  pain  in 
we  should  have  no  hesitation  in  con-  the  stomach,  vomiting,  purging,  and 
sidering  it  simply  as  an  instance  of  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  nose.  Tbe 
continued  fever,  complicated  with  abdo-  eyes,  eyelid,  and  pupils,  then  become 
minal  affection.  The  question  is,  whe-  fixed  and  motionless;  the  voice  is  ren- 
ther  that  evidence  can  be  so  relied  on  dercd  hoarse,  or  is  lost  altogether ;  the 
as  that  we  can  have  no  doubt  that  the  power  of  swallowing  is  much  impaired; 
fever  and  subsccjuent  death  were  solely  the  pulse  gradually  fails,  frequent 
the  result  of  eating  unwholesome  meat,  swoon ings  ensue,  and  the  skin  becomes 
At  the  time  when  it  is  stated  that  all  cold  and  insensible.  The  secretions 
who  partook  of  the  bacon  were  so  and  excretions,  with  the  exception  of 
seriously  affected,  the  eldest  son,  a  boy  the  urine,  are  then  commonly  suspend- 
of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  was  under  ed  ;  but  sometimes  profuse  diarrheea 
my  care  for  chorea,  and  was  attending  continues  throughout.  The  appetite  is 
the  dispensary  twice  a  week  with  his  not  impaired;  fever  is  rarely  present; 
mother ;  and  although  he  is  said  to  have  and  the  mind  continues  to  tne  last 
suffered  from  pain  and  vomiting,  no  unclouded.      Fatal  cases  end  with  con- 
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1$  and  oppressed  breathinjf,  be-  SOME  REMARKS  ON  PECTORI- 

tbe  third  and   eighth   day.     In  LOQUY 
of  recovery,  the  period  of  conva- 

ce  may  be  protracted  to  several  

The  chief  appearances  on  the  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
>odv  are,  the  signs  of  inflamma- 

a  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ^"^» 

itary  canal,  whiteness  and  dryness  In  speaking  of  pectoriloquy,  Laennec 

throat,  thickening  of  the  gullet,  recommended    the  application   of   the 

a  of  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  stethoscope  to  the  lanrnx  and  trachea 

oupy disposition  in  the  windpipe;  of  a  heaitliy  individual,  as  a  means  of 

flaccidity   of  the   heart ;    ana   a  ac()uiring  a  good  idea  of  this  sign.     At 

icy  in  tne  whole  body  to  resist  this  stage  of  his  proceeding  pectoriloquy 

iction  *"  was  for  him  "  la  transmission  evidente 

ilar  effects  have  been  produced  by  de  la  voix  k  travers  le  cylindre";  and 

In  an  account  of  an  accident  of  having  first  noticed  it  in  ulcerated  cavi- 
nd  given  by  M.  Ollivier,  three  ties  from  the  softening  down  of  tuber- 
ers  of  a  family  at  Paris,  after  eat-  cles,  he  appears  at  that  time  to  have 
un-pie,  were  seized  with  shiver-  considered  such  transmission,  and  such 
old  sweats,  violent  pain  in   the  cavities,   as    essentially    connected,  al- 
;fa,    frequent  vomiting,    burning  though  the  examples  of  the  larynx  and 
excessive  tenderness  of  the  belly,  trachea  were  calculated  to  excite  doubts 
e  purging,  and  colic  ;    but  the  on  this  point.    If  we  constantly  bear  in 
oms  did  not  come  on  till  the  day  mind   this  first    strong    impression   of 
partaking  of  the  pie ;   and  other  Laennec  as  to  the  connexion  between 
lers  of  the  pastry-cook  who  sup-  "  ulcerated  tubereles",  *  and  the  passage 
it  had   been   similarly    affected,  of  the  voice  up  the  tube,  we  shall  find 
all  recovered.      In  the  above  case  in  it  an  explanation  of  some  of  the  con- 
ited  by  the  father  that  he  himself  fusion  to  be  met  with  in  his  work,  on 
it  disagree  with  him  while  eat-  the  subject  of  pectoriloquy,  and  which 
the  son  vomited  during  dinner;  seems  not  to  be  altogether  banished  from 
ughter  was  taken  ill  about  three  the  minds  of  several  of  his  followers, 
after;    and   the  mother  in    the  Subsequent researehes,howeyer,proved 
of  the  night.    We  know  not  how  on  the  one  hand,  that  "  ulcerated  tuber- 
i  purging  was  the  result  of  eating  cles"  do  not  always  give  transmission  of 
icon,  as  the  father  immediately  the  voice  up  the  tube,  and  on  the  other, 
them  all  with    calomel.      The  that  this  transmission  might  be  produced 
lortem    appearances    were    those  without  any  such   ulcer;    so  that  he 
are  found  after  fatal  cases  of  pro-  came  afterwards  to  give  the  name  of 
I  fever ;  there  was  no  ulceration  pectoriloquy  to   some  cases  in   which 
stomach,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  there  was  no  transmission  of  the  voice, 
quest;  but  numerous   ulcerations  although    he    refused   it  to   others  in 
found  in  the  ileum,  near  the  ileo-  which  such  transmission  was  produced 
valve,  one  of  which  had  pene-  by  consolidation  of  the  lung  surround- 
all  the  coats  of  the  bowel.    On  ing  a  bronchial  tube.     Still,  however, 
ing  the  whole    of   the  cireum-  the  passage  of  the  voice  up  the  tube  ap- 
s,  I  think  we  ought  to  pause  be-  pears  to  nave  maintained  a  high  place 
lacing  this  on  record  as  an  un-  m  the  mind  of  Laennec ;  and  the  undue 
id  instance  of  death  proceeding  importance  attached  to  it  as  a  si^  baa, 
[>oisou  generated  in  unsound  ba-  I  tnink,  been  a  source  of  much  mischief. 
I  am,  sir,  The  attention  of  the  student  has  in 
onr  most  obedient  servant,  this  way  been  withdrawn  from  what  is, 
John  Barr,  M.D.  in    my  opinion,    the    most    valuable 
Pbjsidan  to  the  Chelsea  auscultatory  sign  of  a  cavcm  (so  far 
Dispentmry.  as  the  voice  is    concerned  —  namely, 
oane-strect,  Dec.  16, 1630.  ^  sensation  that  the  space   in  which 

the  voice  plays    tf    "  circumscribed;** 

"  such  space  not  existing  naturally  in  the 


HirittUon  on  Poisoai,  dd  edit.  p.  585. 


*  "Tubercnlea   nlcerAa,**    an   ezpreatlon 
LaCimec  which  la  iofBclently  IntcUlBwU* 
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part  of  the  lun^  from  which  the  sensa-  and   discouraged  when,   after   bstvnf 

tion  is  communicated.  pursued  it  for  years,  be  fiodti  himw 

To  this  sif^n   Laennec  has    not,    I  frequently  in  doubts  and  difficulties  oa 

think,  ^iven   a  sufficiently  prominent  those    very    points    concemioe'   wbidi 

situation;  he  has  not  sufficiently  in-  auscultation  bad  appeared  to  noldoot 

sisted  upon  its  perception  as  tlie  "  sine  the  fairest  promises, 

qua  non"  of  a  generally  correct  diag-  What  is  pectoriloquy*? 

nosis  (by  the  voice)  of  a  "  circumscribed  What  is  it  a  sign  of  ? 

space/'  The  chances  are  that  the  two  Mt 

The  extension  which  he  gave  to  the  auscultators  (not  beginners)  you  meet 
term  pectoriloquy,  in  applying  it  to  with,  will  differ  on  one  or  both  these 
some  cases  where  the  "  transmission  de  points ;  nor  can  you  be  sure  that  evei 
la  voix  n*est  pas  evidente,"  as  well  as  the  most  recent  authors  will  be  free 
to  some  in  which  ''  la  resonnance  est  from  variations  or  contradictions  on  this 
tres  faible,"  was  calculated  to  create  in-  subject.  Those  writers  and  lecturen, 
extricable  confusion;  and  such  has  been  however,  who  try  to  allure  on  our  inge- 
the  result.  Even  in  cases  of  ulcerated  nuous  youths  in  the  way  above  men- 
cavity  in  the  lungs,  where  there  is  a  tioned,  maj^  prove  that  they  are  actmg 
strong  resonance  under  the  stethoscope,  on  a  principle  which  has  the  sanctioB 
with   or  without  some  transmission*  of  of  antiquity, 

the  voice,thesecircumstances  are  perhaps  "at  puerliollm  daot  cnattoia  bludi 

as   often   connected    with    the   bronchi  Doctorei.  elcmeou  Tellnt  ut  dUcer«  ptUm." 

as  with  the  cavity  itself;  and  not  only  I  remain,  sir, 

so,  but  the  modification  of  sound  pro-  Your  obedient  senrant, 

ceeding  from  the  cavity,  maybe  little  or  Edwin  Harrisow. 

not  at  all  attended  to,  on  account  of  the  Oroye  Terrace.  LI  won  Grore, 

stronger  resonance  in  the  bronchi.     In  Dec.  19,  i&stf. 

such  cases  the  auscultator  is  confirmed  _— — ——^ . 


in  his  error  by  finding  after  death  the  ANALYSES  akdNOTICESof BOOKS, 
cavity  which  he  had  predicted,  and  the 

existence  of  which  was  in  his  opinion  

indicated  by  what  he  calls  pectoriloquy.  «  L*Atitear  se  tue  k  allonger  ce  que  leleetenr  w 

The  next  case  which  he  meets  with  tue  a  abrAger."— d'ali«bib««t. 

presents,  perhaps,  the  same  sounds  as  

the  last ;  he  confidently  predicts  the  Elements  of  Medicine,  Vol.  I.  0% 
existence  of  a  cavern,  but  finds  to  his  Morbid  Poisons.  By  Robert  Wil- 
astonishment,  if  the  patient  dies,  that  lj^ms,  M  D.,  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
there  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  bridge  ;  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 

Now  I  think  such  mistakes  would  be        of  Pb jsicians ;  and  Senior  Physician 
less  frequent,  if,  from  the  commence-        of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 

ment    of   his  auscultatory  career,  the  \r,^,^  ..•n   ^  r        *i-  •  .   .    .i 

student's   attenti,m    were  strongW  fix-  f^T  '"^"f^  ''""L'""?*u*"  ^ 

ed   upon   the  advantage  of  being  able  11?^'"^  propos.l.ons   adduced   bj  Dr. 

to  appreciate  the  cirenmstance   above  ^^'''TV.k       T  =«nd><!,  .pe«oii  wdl 

mentioned,  viz.  «  the  resonance  of  the  ''.^^  'V.  ?"  ;'»I"™e.e?hibits  very  coil, 

voice  in  a  circumscribed  space."  ^^<i>.jMe  ta  ent  and  ong.naljty.  Ttough 

The  practice  so  general  y  adopted  of  P"'f«--ss.ng  to  consist  of  "Elements,"  we 

representing  auscultation/bv   ilnplica-  ?a»"ot.'-ecommcnd  it  to  the  student,  for 

tion   at  lealt.  as  one  of  the-most'easy  "  f«q""«  .«,me  previous  reading,  and 

studies  on  which  a  medical   pupil  can  *'""*  P""="=f '  familiarity  with  the  dw 

enter  (it   being  in    reality  one  of  the  ?T     r",       °^'       A^^A^t  '^/ V^^ 

most  difficult)  is  attendea  with  serious  J"d!reof  lUmentsand  todetectitsfaults. 
disadvantages.  After  an  introductory  essay  upon  the 

The  pupVl  «ho  has  thus  been  encou-  ""•"'."  »f  P"'*""*.  (">  "[hich  be  adopu  the 

raged  to  commence  the  study  of  it  with  °P""°"  "f "'?  ^^^  TT'l^.u'^^^^'J 

arfour  and  zeal,  is  the  mo^re  mortified  -rJKrag tt  tTbofpi:: 

•  Coses  of  decided  trantmisaion  through  the         •  If  I  recur  again  to  pectoriloquy.  It  It  certaiolj 

whole  length  of  the  stethoscope  are  perhaps  rather  not  from  lack  of  aabjecta  calculated  to  Itloatrate 

exceptions,  independent  of  those  where  there  U  the  difficulties— the  extreme  dllBcuItiea— whldi 

only  a  retonaoee  uifdcr  it.  are  met  with  in  the  study  of  auscultation. 
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ce«di  to  Xhe  cflnsideratiao  of  those  dis- 
eases nbicli  he  huldb  lo  be  buth  coiila- 
g-iuus  and  inTectious;  uamelj',  i^pljus, 
scarlatina,  norbilli,  voriolie,  varicella, 
rrysijielu,  pertussis.  Iti  ibis  list,  how. 
ever,  there  are  wore  than  one  witii  regard 
to  which  it  is  b;  iiu  means  an  ncknnw- 
ledj^  [rulh  that  thejr  possess  ihu  cba- 
ratlen  In  ijjeslioa. 

Kint  ill  the  catalog'ue  stands  "  To- 
phus," nhicb,  wc  are  lold,  "  is  a  conti- 
nued febrile  disorder  bavitie  no  inter- 
missions ;  it  runs  a  course  ofytry  raried 
IcRKtIi,  and  i*  both  iiifrelious  and  coiita- 
^nus."  On  reading  this  propiHition, 
we  supposed  tbat  Or.  Williams  limited 
bis  application  of  the  term  typhus  to 
certain  rnrms  of  the  continued  fever  of 
tbii  cuunlry,  which  he  re|^arded  as  uu- 
cquitucsll^  communicable  from  one  pvr- 
son  to  another,  and  bod  litis  been  the 
cas«  wc  should  not  probably  hate  made 
anj  remark  upon  it;  but  ud  tiirniiiK'  the 
page,  we  find  (p.  *27)  that  "  there  is  but 
one  simple  continued  fcrcr  known  in 
this  countn',  and  that  is  caused  bj  the 
agyncy  of  the  typhoid  poisim."  Now 
these  two  positions  taken  tiigetbcr 
amount  to  this:— typhus  is  contagious, 
and  there  is  no  other  fever  lu  this  coun- 
try ,—ihf  re  fore  all  our  frrers  are  cunta- 
giuuo.  Tliis,  we  apprehond,  ts  pipving 
n  unireruliiy  to  the  principle,  in  which 
be  will  find  r«ry  few  disposed  to  agree 
with  him :  in  fact,  the  doctrine  seems  to 
be  Bsiumcd  OS  an  axiom,  and  all  the  il- 
lustrations adduced  are  intended  to  shew 
tbe  manxer  and  circuinstauctw  alleuding 
a  pr«-»tablitbcd  fact,  rather  tbnn  lo  de- 
monstrate the  accuracy  of  the  principle 
itaelf.  So  confident,  indeed,  is  Dr.  Wil. 
~  .  '  "  e  esiilence  of  contagion  as 
&  only  source  of  the  diMase,  that  he 
Ubu1«s  it  to  this  eveu  nikr  the  in- 
pal  of  months  from  the  date  of  cxpo- 
I,  rather  than  have  recouwe  to  any 
.'  origin.  Thus,  "  »  man  slcfit 
:  bis  father,  nursed  him,  and  Wi 
'a  typliii*  early  in  the  spring  of 
1h  tlie  September  fullowjiig  this 
_.i  Mottcned  with  a  mntt  violent 
1  of  fe»er,  and  was  only  recovered 
i  gteU  dtlScutty.  Now  supposing 
.  man  to  have  imnihed  tlie  cnniaginn 
D  the  only  source  to  which  h«  could 
!  U,  Bvc  or  six  months  must  have 
tod  from  the  time  of  his  c.tposure  to 
Cccuse  till  the  appearance  of  the  dis- 
%.  The  extreme  periods,  then,  which 
f  poisOD  of  typhus  may  lie  latent, 
f  from  a  few  ttoure  lo  a  few  weeks, 
»  k«r  mootbi. " 


Although  we  lure  thought  it  proper 
to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  extent 
to  »hich  Dr.  Williams  carries  his  no. 
tions  on  this  head,  as  eascntinl  In  a  just 
view  of  his  opinions,  we  are  nererthelcu 
far  from  having  any  iDtentiuii  of  ifoin^ 
into  the  discussion  on  contagion.  We 
now  proceed  to  tbepraoUcalviewsof  our 
author. 

Having  once  affected  the  human 
body,  the  poison  of  typhus  is  described 

sometimes  upon  another,  nut  more  espe- 
cially implicating  the  alimentary  canal, 
the  brain, and  tbelungs, — of  ihechanges 
produced  in  which  a  very  clear  and  sa- 
tisfactory account  is  given.  But  even 
here  there  arc  some  positions  the  accu- 
racy of  which  we  cannot  admit:  ihua 
are  told  that  "  it  is  a  law  that  the 
loid  fever  does  not  wear  itself  out  or 
lat  the  patient  does  not  become 
insensible  t    ''  '"'  '" ' 


K" 


the  only  idea  we  can  attach  to  this  b, 
that  before  a  patient  can  recover  from 
typhus  fever,  be  must  previouslv  be  re- 
duced to  a  condition  in  ithich  lie  b  all 
but  dead,  %a  that  the  slightest  imagini^ 
ble  increase  of  bis  depression  would  be 
fatal.  But  some  patients  pass  through 
the  fever  with  comiinTaiivcly  littla  debi- 
lity, being  scarcely  conliued  to  bed  at 
all;  while  another  is  Inid  on  his  back 
for  weeks,  with  ft  black  tongue  and 
n  thread  V  pulse.  Are  we,  then,  to  admit 
Ibat  bot1i  these  arc  equally  brought  lo 
the  lowest  state  of  depression?  this  can 
scarcely  be  Dr.  Williams'  meaning,  and 
yet  if  It  be  not,  we  really  do  not  under- 
stand the  cxpresMon. 

The  treutmeut  is  divided  into  cura- 
tive, dietetic,  and  preventive.  It  has 
been  attempted  to  arrest  fever  at  once 
by  cold  affjisiun,  and  by  the  eshibition 
i>t'  emetics  J  but  of  neither  expedient 
dors  our  author  entertain  a  favoura- 
ble opiniim.  The  assertion  that  "  a 
poison  circulating  will)  the  hliiod  ctn- 
nnt  be  removed  from  the  system  b^ 
ablution  of  it*  (P)  surface,"  conveys  his 
eslimati)  of  the  one;  and  with  respect  to 
the  other,  we  are  told  that  there  seems 
but    little    ground    for   believing   that 


under  any  cj 
have  the  eHect  of  stopping  the  disease 
Have  we,  then,  any  antidote  to  t 
poison  F     Bark  is   first  discussed,  and 
summarily  dismissed,ii[ii  VvvNiouX  m%k- 
cicnt  reason,  the  mass  of  «Vv4ntce'^%>^ 
i(  beiug  quite  coacXuswi^.     '^fci^w 
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mercury,  concercing  trhich  Dr.  Wil. 
liams  expresses  no  nmre  lavourable  opi- 
nion tbau  lliis,  Iliat  llic  evidence  asainat 
it  "  is  not  fio  great  as  that  ajcainst  ibe 
use  of  bark;"  but  ihe  ar([mneiit  on 
lliis  part  (if  ihe  qucslion  is  <iety  infe- 
rior to  (hat  in  whiclt  bnrk  ts  discussed. 
We  shall  admit,  lionerer,  that  mercury 
IS  not  a  " specific"  in  cnnlinued  fever, 
in  order  that  we  may  arrirc«t  the  last 
and  most  novel  part  of  the  subject, 
namelr,  that  in  which  the  idea  of  cut- 
ting short  the  diwase,  or  of  finding  any 
direct  antidote,  beinf^  abandoned,  the 
author  proceeds  to  inquire  what  is  the 
best-mode  of  treating:  ^'^  formidable 
diseaiie  ? 

The  diflcrent  authorities  who  have 
wHtlen  for  or  airain<it  bleediugf  are  ad- 
duced; and  after  a  fair  estimate  ofibcir 
atatemcnts,  the  conclusion  is,  that  (he 
evidence  against  bleeding  outweighs 
that  in  its  favour,  so  that,  although 
this  depletion  may  be  occasionally  use- 
fill,  yet  such  cases  constitiile  ibe  eicep- 
'ions,  and  not  the  rule.  This  brin^  us 
fl  llie  chief  pecnliarilieB  in  the  views  of 
lur  author,  and  which  we  subjoin  in  bis 
own  words. 

"  The  positive  rules  of  treatment  are 

It  to  anticipnie  any  ihinc  i»  fever,  but 
to  await  the  occurrence  of  each  parlicu- 
mplom ;  and  inflammation  being- 
,  ,  to  remember  (list  it  beam  a  spe- 
Ollic  character,  and  that  we  might  at 
vfeW  attempt  to  stop  the  nnall-pnx 
eruption  as  to  impede  ils  course.  All, 
therefore,  we  can  effect  prior  to  the  in- 
flammation, ia  to  remove  all  those 
causes  which  may  irritate,  and  cunse- 
quently  predispose  an^  ori^n  liable  to 
be  alTected;  or  supposing  the  inflamma. 
lion  ekisti,  to  remain  satislied  with  so 
moderating-  its  intensity,  that  the  life  of 
the  patient  may  not  de  endangered  by 
this  particular  affection  ;  atid  beyond 
this,  medicine  has  at  present  no  power, 
except  to  stimulate  those  socretionit 
wbicb  are  in  defect,  and  to  rttlrain 
those  which  are  in  excess. 

"  The  attempt  to  cure  fever  by  anti- 
mony, ipecacuanha,  or  any  of  the  many 
utfaer  of  the  large  class  of  diaplioretics 
or  puwa^ves,  and  where  there  is  un 
I  particuUr  indication  to  be  met,  is  now 
considered  to  be  a  useless  practice,  or 
only  calculated  to  amuse  (be  mind  of 
the  patient.  Lei  us  therefore,  liHikin^ 
lo  ihc  rules  thai  have  been  mentioned, 
suppose  the  fever  to  he  eslablished,  and 
that  the  poison  has,  or  is  about  lo  set  up 


its  great  specific  action  on 
membrane     of    the     iDtc&tinal   c 
what   is  the  mode   of  treatment  to  f 
adopted  ? 

"  As  a  general  principle,  (ben>  ii  ■ 
known  symptom  Uiat  marks  the  poT 
at  which  disordered  fimction  of  the  ■ 
cons  membrane  of  the  iniestinAl  e 
ends,  and  alteration  of  its  strudura  H 
gins.  It  is  necessary,  tberefbrc,  tna 
cases  in  which  the  disease  baa  e: 
hut  a  few  hours,  to  assume  that  in 
mation  of  some  portion  of  the  alimentd 
canal  does  exist:  an  assumption  i*bid| 
though  it  may  not  actually  be  the  h 
is  true  in  forty-nine  cases  out  of  ft* 
In  tliis  state  of  the  disease,  a  I" 
number  of  experiments  bas  been  i 
in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  to  deti 
the  most  beneficial  modes  of  trea 
and  tlie  following  are  the  resalts  of  ■ 

''  In   a  very  large  majority  of  el 
diarrhoea   is   the   only,  or  the  priueipd 
symptom,  when  the  alimentary  can" 
inflamed.     The  number  of  stools  ri 
from  three  or  four  to  eight  or  i 
even   to   twenty,    in    the   twenty. ft 
hours.      Tbej-   are    always  loose,  a 
may  be  iiidiflbrciitly  green  or  yellow, 
ochre-col nured  or  blnck,  and  frequently 
contain  large  flakes  of  mucur     '""  ~  ' 
with   bile,   and    resembling 
Teo-etatiotis.     These  stools   do  not   ( 
nisli  us  with  any  accurate  data,   eitlj 
as  to  the  nature,  the  gravity,  or  tl 
ticular  seat  of  the  inflammation : 
difference   has   been   observed  in 
whether  the  inflammation  be  diflnse] 
follicular,  or  whether   its   sea 
colon,  the  CKCum,  Ihe  small  ii 
or  the  stomach.     It  wilt  be  ei 
such  a  sUle  of  things,  that  the  ubf| 
lion   of  a   series  of  doses  of  pnrg 

only  lend  to  keep  npfl 
:h  must  grcatly.tend  j 
aggravate  the  existing  inflammatid 
so  much  so,  thai  out  of  ten  padiefl 
treated  by  purgatives  by  Andnl,  r' 
died.  It  is  also  certain,  that  e 
mild  a  remedy  as  the  hydragrrus 
has  little  power  over  the  aiarrl 
assuage  it,  and  iierhaps  none  to  < 
the  character  of  the  stools,  and  to  n 
der  them  more  healthy,  until  the 
lence  of  the  disease  be  iiast.  The  wbd| 
class  of  a^tringcnlk  seldom  pro 
cncious ;  opium  aflccling  the  hrai^ 
white  l(iuo,  hcemaloiylum,  andcateeln 
increase  rather  than  Kuotbe  ihe  inflan 
mation.    Neutral  sails,  which  are  i 


medicines  e 
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pargatire,  as  tbe  acetate  of  potasb,  ei-  that  in  the  years  immediately  before  the 

liier  in  tbe   state  of  efiervescence    or  cholera,  out  of  sixty-three  cases  treated 

otherwise,  are  g-rateful  to  the  patient,  in   this  manner,  only  one  died.    The 

and,  by  tranquillizin^jr  the  stomach,  al-  cholera  was  preceded  and  accompanied, 

ways  g-ive  relief,  and  are  so  far  bene-  and  followed,  by  a  fever  of  great  se?e- 

ficial ;  but  in  other  respects  they  exer-  rity,  and  of  unusual  fatality,  and  the 

eise  a  very  trifling  influence  over  the  treatment  by  enemata  in  those  years  has 

disease.  been  by  no  means  so  successful,  only 

**  Medicines,  then,  have  little  eflect,  one   being  saved   out  of  four  or  five, 

either  in  controlling  or  subduing  the  in-  But  still  it  has  been  considered,  on  a 

Bammation   of  the   intestinal   canal  in  comparison  of  the  deaths  and  recoveries 

lerer,  or  even  in  controlling  the  diar-  under  other  modes  of  treatment,  that 

rhflsa.      It  remained,    therefore  to  try  this  by  enemata  was  on  the  whole  the 

what  effects  an    almost    purely    local  most  successful." 

treatment  would  produce,  and  whether.  From  gr.  x.  to  9j.  of  rhubarb  iq  the 

bjr  means  of  soothing  tbe  intestine,  we  first  place,   and   afterwards  a   clyster, 

mii^bt  not  moderate  the  inflammation,  consisting  of  barley-water,  with    Jss. 

and   in  this  manner  produce,  both  di-  of     sjrup     of     po))pies,    tiigbt     and 

rectly   and    indirectly,    more  sanatory  nooming,— such,  with   "rare"' excep- 

e£Sects.       ^^^y    different  plans    have  tions,  is  the  whole  treatment  of  fever 

been  tried  to  effect  this  object,  but  that  adopted  bv   Dr.  Williams.    And  here 

irfaich  has  been  found  tbe  most  success-  the  thought  is  almost  forced  upon  our 

ftil   is   that    of  enemata,  consisting  of  minds,  that  the  students  at  St.  Tnomas*s, 

barley-water  and  of  syrup  of  poppies,  who  a  few  years  ago  attended  the  joint 

This  plan  has  been  tried  during  the  last  lectures  of  Dr.  Williams  and  Dr.  Elliot- 

■even   years  in  a  large  number  of  pa-  ton,  must  have  been   very  singularly 

tients   at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  and  situated,  and  very  thoroughly  puzzled  ; 

with,    comparatively    speaking,     very  for    it  is  impossible   to   imagine    any 

favourable  results.    The  mode  of  treat-  thing,  even   in    the   proverbial   uncer- 

ment  is  as  follows : —  taintv  of  physic,  more  at  variance  than 

**  Immediately  on  the  admission  of  the  heroic  remedies  of  the  i>ne,  and  the 

tbe  patient,  whatever  may  be  the  stage  expectant  treatment  of  tbe  other.    But  to 

of  the  disease,  ten  grains  or  a  scruple  retuni:  the  passage  we  have  ouoted  above 

of  rhubarb  are  exhibited.     Tbe  object  is  a  very  remarkable  one.     We  are  told 

of  this  preliminary  dose  is  thoroughly  that,  of  63  patients  treated  for  typhus 

to  empty  the  intestines ;  for  notwith-  fever,  in  the  manner  above-described, 

standing  the  patient  has  been  suffering  only  on«  died!   This  is  a  success  almost  or 

greatly  from  diarrhoea,  it  has  frequently  altogether  unprecedented.  Louis,  Andral, 

been   found,  on   posthumous  examina-  and  Chomel,  gave  I  in  3  as  the  average 

tion,  that  tbe  inflamed  portion  of  the  in-  number  of  deaths,  and  1  in  4^  is  about 

testinal  canal  has  so  strongly  contracted  the  least  mortality  described  by  any  of 

on  some  bard  scvbida,  as  to  have  re-  them.    In  London,  1  in  12  has  been  tbe 

tained  them,  ana  thus,  contrary  to  all  leastmortalityat  the  Fever  Hospital,  and 

expectation,  an  irritating  cause  has  ex-  on  the  great  scale,  it  is  more  than  1  in  8. 

isled  in  the  intestines,  wnicb  has  mainly  Seeing  these  results  were  so  different 

contributed  to  tbe  fatal  result.     The  from  that  obtained  by  Dr.  Williams,  we 

bowels  having  been  satisfactorily  emp-  at  first  supposed  that  be  had  included 

tied,  an  enema,  consisting  of  a  pint  of  in  his  list  numerous  slight  febrile  attacks, 

barley-water,    together  with   half   an  which  scarcely  run  into  fever,  properly 

ounce  of  syrup  of  poppies,  has  been  di-  so  called ;  but  we  found  (page  79)  that 

rected  to  be  given  night  and  morning,  he  makes  an  express  distinction  *'  be- 

This  simple   treatment  has  been  con-  tween  fever  and  those  ephemeral  febri- 

tinoed  till  the  patient  is  convalescent,  culee  which  simulate  tbe  first  symptoms 

and  has  been  rarely  complicated  by  the  of  typhus." 

exhibition  of  any  medicine  whatever.  But  again,  while  the  usual  mortality 

Its  success  has  been  remarkable,  com-  was  so  very  small  as  to  give  only  one 

pared   with  other  modes  of  treatment,  death  in  63  cases,  yet  in  tbe  epiaemic 

when  the  fever  has  been  of  any  mode-  fever  which  prevailed  some  years  ago, 

rate  degree  of  intensity;  so  much  so,  when  cholera  visited  this  country,  9ie 


402  ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

change  was  so  great  that  three  out  of  section  may  be  practised.  HeremeronT 
four,  or  four  out  of  five,  died  !  while  it  is  admitted  to  oe  a  naefal  adjoTant  1 
is  implied,  that  where  the  practice  blister  is  also  frequentlj  of  aerriee,  al 
above  recommended  was  not  adopted,  it  is  recommended  to  dress  it  witi  t 
the  number  of  deaths  was  even  ^ater.  common  linseed  poultice.  **  In  the  ci»- 
There  is  surclj  some  typographical  er-  lera  years,''  we  are  told  that  the  dk»- 
ror  in  the  passages  we  have  quoted ;  for  tion  of  the  lungs  was  among^  the  earfiot 
while  we  oelievc  no  other  practitioner  symptoms,  and  that  depletion  was  cl- 
ean boast  so  small  a  mortality  in  his  ceedinglj  prejudicial,  the  most  sueeoi- 
cases  of  *'  typhus"  as  one  in  63,  so,  few .  ful  treatment  having  consisted  io  Ae 
we  believe,  in  the  epidemic  to  which  Dr.  exhibition  of  tonics  from  the  commeatt- 
Williams  refers,  lost  any  thing  like  so  ment  of  the  attack.  Among  the  rene- 
many  as  he  admits  having  done.  dies  of  this  class  Dr.  Williams  partici- 

But  our  author,  though  employing  ene-  cularly  mentions  salicine,  as  possesda^ 
mata,  as  described,  in  the  great  majority  many  "  singular  and  valuable  proper- 
of  cases,  points  out,  nevertheless,  various  ties;"  but  he  does  not  inform  oswhtt 
circumstances  which  render  them  less  tliose  are,  farther  than  that  it  is  plesMBt 
nseful,  or  even  hurtful.  Among  the  and  easily  digested, 
former  is  the  seat  of  the  inflammation  Under  the  head  of  preventive  treats 
being  in  the  stomach  or  small  intestines,  ment.  Dr.  Williams  remarks,  that  "after 
instead  of  the  ctecum  or  colon,  or  where  taking  care  of  the  patient,  it  is  neces- 
the  bowels  arc  so  irritable  that  the  clys-  sary  to  take  care  of  ourselves,"— an  ob- 
ters  are  immediately  rejected.  Among  serration,  we  need  scarcely  say, founded 
the  latter  are  those  cases  in  which  a  con-  on  the  engrossing  idea  of  the  dangerof 
siderable  degree  of  metcorism  is  present,  infection,  and  which  leads  him  to  in- 
and  also  where  there  is  hueniorrliage  quire  into  the  different  modes  of  avert* 
from  the  bowels.  A  few  leeches,  if  much  ing  this.  The  chlorides,  he  believes, 
blood  has  not  always  been  lost,  are  re.  possess  no  power  beyond  thatof  destroy- 
commended  ;  but,  otherwise,  the  mineral  ing  smells.  He  places  more  confidence 
acids,  or  supertartratc  of  potass,  are  to  be  in  an  elevated  temperature,  and  quotes 
preferred.  Indeed,  we  may  observe  that  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Henry,— expe- 
the  author  is  very  chary  in  applying  riments,  however,  we  venture  to  say, 
leeches  :  he  says,  *"  in  applying  leeches  which  require  to  be  repeated  on  a  moch 
to  the  abdomen,  much  is  at  all  times  put  larger  scale,  before  any  satisfactory  in- 
to hazard."  fcrencc  can  be  drawn  from  them.    But 

When  the  head  is  aflected,  the  follow-  were  it  otherwise,  the  degree  of  heat 
ing  directions  are  given  :— If  the  deli-  required  is  inapplicable  during  the  con« 
rium  be  moderate,  and  unaccompanied  tinuance  of  the  treatment,  and  therefore 
by  pain,  it  may  be  disregarded  ;  but  if  we  are  left  to  the  simple  expedient  of 
the  pain  of  the  head  be  severe,  and  the  cleanliness,  separation,  and  ventilation, 
conjunctiva  injected,  ten  or  twenty  Such  is  a  faithful  and,  we  trust, 
leeches  are  to  be  ap])lied  to  the  forehead  sufficiently  distinct,  though  necessarily 
and  temples  :  if  the  pain  be  relieved,  very  condensed,  account  of  the  views 
they  are  not  to  be  repeated.  In  one  entertained  by  our  author  on  the  subject 
form  of  head  affection,  though  unaccom-  of  fever.  If  his  opinions  shonld  ever 
panied  by  pain,  leeches  are  of  use-^  become  generally  adopted,  they  will 
namely,  where  the  pulse  is  preternatu-  constitute  a  new  era  in  the  treatment  of 
rally  slow,  not  exceeding  60,  or  it  may  that  disease;  but  even  without  this,  tbey 
be  even  40,  in  the  minute.  Blisters  are  will  probably  tend  to  render  the  in- 
very  **  capricious,"  and  not  to  be  relied  terference  of*^  the  practitioner  less  con- 
on.  In  cold  applications  Dr.  Williams  stant,  and  probably,  therefore,  less  ha- 
has  so  little  faith,  that  he  has  nearly  rassing  than  it  usually  is.  There  are, 
abandoned  their  use  for  several  years.  however,  two  sets  of  remedies  frequently 

When  the  lung^  become  implicated,  adopted  in  our  hospitals  in  the  treat- 

the  poison  is  regarded  as  having  nearly  ment  of  fever,  to  which  Dr.  Williams 

exhausted  itself.      Local  bleeding,  bj  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  do  justice:  one 

means  of  a  few  leeches  or  cupping,  is  is  that  of  simple  salines,  and  the  other 

fenerally  sufficient  to  control  the  in-  that  of  mild  alterative  mercurials.    Of 

ammation ;  but  if  not,  a  small  vene-  the  former  he  says,  they  exercise  **  a  very 
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mbandonment"  would  in  no  case  lessen  Saturday,  December  34,  1836. 

the  chances  of  toe  patient's  recovery, "— 

an  assertion  which  we  do  not  find  to  be 

borne  out  by  any  evidence  adduced.  "  Licet  omnlbun,  licet  etiam  mlhl,  dignitatem 

Airain,  with   respect  to    the   enemata,  ^ r tU  Meditsg  tuer\%   potentas  modo  venlendl  in 

there   are  one   or   two    passages   which  P"bncum  .it.  dicemll  perlcalum  non  reca«o." 

A          *               Ti®.!*  Cic«»o. 

appear  to  us  to  amount   to   contradic-  

tions  in  terms.     Thus,  speakingc  of  the 

fewer  of  the  **  cholera  years,"  we  are  told         THE  RADICAL  UNIVERSITY. 

at  pa^e  85,  "  But  still  it  has  been  con-  Jhere  is,  we  believe,  but  one  opinion 
sidered,  on  a  companson  of  the  deaths  ,  .  ,.      ,  .   , 

and    recoveries   under  other  modes  of  ^™«"8^  ^^^^^  °<>*  immediately  connected 

treatment,  that  this,  by  enemata,  was  with  it,  touching^  the  merits  of  the  new 

on  the  whole  most  successful."    And  Board   of  Government  Commissioners 

again,  at  |)ajfe  91,  speaking  of  the  same  fo^    the    manufacture    of    Degrees,— 
epidemic,  It  IS  remarked, '*  Some  few  of  i     .i    ^  •*  j*    i  *     j-r 

these  cases  recovered  under  the  treat-  °™^^^'  ^^^^  '^  ^'^P^^^^  *  ™^^*  ^^^O^" 

ment  of  enemata ;   hut  the  more   sue-  '"gf  illustration  of  the  progress  which 

cessful  mode  was,   in  despite   of   the  has  been  made  in  the  art  and  mystery 

symptoms,  a  tonic  treatment  from  the  of  jobbing.     This  is  the  second  "  Uni- 
commencement  of  the  disease."     Now  v  «    r  !_•  i.  i.         l  j  -^ 

it  is  just  possible  that   Dr.  Williams  ^^^^^^^      ^^'^    ^^''^^   ^«   ^*^*^  ^^"^  ^^ 

may  allude  to  different  classes  of  cases;  thank  the  same  parties;    and  they  have 

but  if  so,  it  is  not  sufficiently  expressed  at  least   displayed   some  ingenuity  in 

in  the  context ;  and  this  leads  us  to  ob-  contriving  another  institution  as  unlike 

VZ^'  t,n?  /n  T  J'^  frequently  a  loose-  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^       seminaries  which 

ness,   not  to   say  inaccuracy,  of  lan-  ,         ,  .  ,         , 

guaf^e,  which  much  diminishes  the  force  °^^^  hitherto  borne  that  respected  name. 

of  his  composition.  We  object  to  the  principles  on  which 

But  farther:   it  is  said  of  enemata  at  the  new  establishment  is  founded,  and 

FkT-  ^'  r'^V*  1  "''''^''  i  treatment  ^^  ^^^  „^  by  whose  instrumentality 

that  18  applicable  to  every  Jorm  of  the  .    .       \  "^     .  ,  .  "^ 

dUease,  and  should  be  adopted  in  every  ^\  »»  *<>  be  attempted  to  carry  those  pnn- 

case,  only  omitting  the  syrup  of  poppies  ciples  into  operation. 

when  the  bowels  become  constipated."         Uuiversities,    like  most  other    pub- 

But  we  had  previously  been   told,   at  i*     k«^;«»     «,«.,    «•«    «^.»    i,-««.    u^a 

or\  ^1    ..  V.  .        !•    ui    tt '  iJC   oodles,    may    ere    now    nave    nad 

page  89,  that  it  was  not  applicable  "  m  '         •;  ,.  .     ,     . 

every   case:    thus   the   cases  in  which  *"oy«  ^^  *<^ss  of  a  political   character, 

enemata  are  of  no  service  are  those  in  derived  from  the  opinions  of  their  mem- 

which  a  considerable  degree  of  meteo-  hers,  and  fiom  the  circumstances  of  the 

rism  is  pi-eseut."    Nay,  further:  "  when  ^j^^       ^^d   no   doubt  statesmen  have 

considerable    bsemorrbage  takes   place  ,         \.  ,  ,    .  .        . 

from  the  bowels,  the  tepid  warmth  of  *»eretofore  endeavoured,  by  various  m- 

the  enemata  must  of  necessity  be   in-  direct  means,  to  win  their  support  or  to 

iuriaus,  and  they  ought  consequently  to  neutralize  their  opposition.   Oxford  and 

l>e  omitted."      These  passage  cannot,  Cambridge  have  thus  had  the  reputa- 
we  apprehend,  be  reconciled.  /..-.•  m  j  .l 

m  shall  probably  take  another  op-  *»««  ^^  *>«>"&  ^^^  «n*^  *  Tory  and  the 

portunity  of  examining  Dr.  Williams's  other   a  Whig  establishment  ;   but  to 

opinions  on  the  other  subjects  of  which  whichever    party   they   inclined,   their 

be  treato;  meantime  we  recommend  the  ^ias    was  the   result  of   opinion,  and 

▼olume  to  the  perusal   of  those   who,  .    .  ,  .  ,.^.        J.  - 

baTing  seen  some  practice,  are  able  to  *^^'^ «  ^^^'^  ^^^  P«^»*'^«  ^^  ^'""^  "?"• 

form  a  rational  estimate  of  its  merits.  But,    as  Lord  John   Russell  has    in- 

witboat  being  misled  by  its  peculiarities,  formed  us,  the  intellectual  darkness  of 

former  times  '  has   given  place  to  the 

bolder  and  more  enlightened  policy  of 
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the  present  era.    It  was  reserved  for  the  jects;  and  the  olterior  refereiice  to  tk 

nineteenth   century  to  dash   aside  all  Home  Office  we  regard   as  the  mil 

ancient  prejudices,  and  in  the  founda-  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  principle  winch 

tion  of  a  Radical  University,  openly  in  these  days  of  political  freedom  itlM 

to  subjugate  literature  and  science  to  been  attempted  to  establish.     Smith,  m 

the  minister  of  the  day.     E?ery  rule  and  his  Wealth  of  Nations,  alluding  to  what 

regulation  regarding  courses  of  edu-  had  then  only  been  witnessed  in  a  Is- 

cation,  the  examinations  for  degrees,  the  reign  country,  and  referring  in  lerw 

mode  of  granting  the  same,  the  selec-  of  prophetic  indignation    to    the  pos- 

tion   of  the    schools  to    be    attended,  sibility  of  "  some   minister   of  stated 

and,  in  fact,  "touching  all  other  matters  at  home  being   presumptuous  enough 

whatsoever,"  must  be  submitted  to,  and  to  hazard   a  similar  interference,  ob- 

receive  the  assent  of,  the  Secretary  for  serves,    "  the  person   subject    to    inch 

the  Home  Department,  before  tbey  can  jurisdiction  is  necessarily  degraded  b/ 

be  acted  upon.    The  so-called  **  Sena-  it,  and    instead   of  being  one  of  the 

tors"  are  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of  most  respectable,    is    rendered  one  of 

their  masters  in  Downing-strcet;  they  the    meanest    and    most    contemptible 

have  power  to  do  nothing  whatever  of  persons  in  society.     It  is  by  powerfsl 

themselves, — no,  not  so  much  as  to  pur-  protection  alone  that  be  can  effeetuaUj 

chase  red  tape  enough  to  tie  up  the  orders  guard  himself  against  the  bad  usage  to 

transmitted  to  them.  which  he  is  at  all  times  exposed ;   and 

An    extraneous  jurisdiction  of   this  this  protection  he  is  most  likely  to  gain, 

nature  cannot  but  be  highly  injurious  to  not  by  ability  or  diligence  in  his  pro- 

the  cause  of  learning :   even  the  capa-  fession,  but   by   obsequiousness  to  the 

cidus  mind  of  "  one  of  our  principal  will  of  his  superior,  and  by  being  ready 

Secretaries  of  State"  cannot  grasp  all  at  all  times  to  sacrifice  to  that  will  tbe 

the  intricacies  of  science ;   aud  by  the  rights,  the  interest,  and  tbe  honour  of 

new  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member." 

charter,  he  must  be  exposed  (a  rare  oc-  Tbe  consideration  which  more  imme- 

currence,  doubtless,  in  the  present  day),  diately  led  to  the  construction  of  a  new 

tolegislate  on  matters  of  which  he  is  pro-  University  by  the  present  government, 

foundly  ignorant.  But,  worse  than  this,  was  obviously  the  desire  to  establish  a 

the  introduction  of  a  discretionary  power  power  to  counterbalance  the  influence  of 

is  always  liable  to  favoritism  and  abuse;  Oxford  aud  Cambridge ;  the  former  of 

and  the  prospectus* of  the  new  Univer-  which  was  by  far  too  conservative,  and 

sity  is  very  far  from  removing  the  appre-  the  latter  not  nearly  radical  enough  to 

hension  of  its  being  converted  into  an  suit  its  purpose.     The  complaints  made 

engine  of  oppression.    The  whole  ma-  by  the  Dissenters  of  the  disabilities  tbey 

cbinery  is  so  dependent  on  the  will  of  laboured  under,  gave  a  plausible  pretext 

the  administration,  that  politics  cannot  for  interference,  and  the  advantages  of 

fail  to  become  blended  with  every  de-  conciliating  so  large  a  body   of  men 

tail :  new  motives  are  thus  called  forth,  were  sufficiently  obvious  in  a  political 

and   the    streams    of  science    become  point  of  view.     Let  us  therefore  consi- 

pollutcd  by  the  agitations  of  party.  der  what  those  disabilities  are  of  which 

No  jurisdiction  or   control  over  the  the  Dissenters  complain, and  from  which 

studies  of  persons  destined  for  learned  they  demand  to  be  relieved, 

professions  should  be  conceded  to  any  The  English  universities  deny  them 

but  those  deeply  versed  in  such  sub-  access  to  academic  honours,  and  thus, 
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it  i*  laid,  obttnict  tbeir  idTBiicemeiit 
in  pnleuioDa)  life :  not  that  ihe  de- 
greea  vbicb  tbej  are  refused  would 
neccMarilj  afford  tiicin  acceu  to  anj 
of  tlie  learned  profcuini^,  but  that  ibej 
are  pre-requisites,  without  which  ihe 
doon  arc  at  once  closed  ag-ainst  them. 
But  the  extent  to  which  this  ever  was 
the  ca*e,  baa  been  g^vatly,  and,  wc  fear, 
desi^edljr  oTcr-raU'd ;  at  all  evciils, 
aa  we  shall  prescntlj  show  tlie  extent 
to  which  it  now  ex'uts  is  so  8li§;ht  as  to 
constitute  little  mare  than  an  ioiapiiiiarj 
grierance ;  and  certainlv  is  sjcb  as  lo 
render  the  elaborate  madiiiierj  wlijcb 
ba«  been  constructed  for  the  ostensible 
parpose  of  removiug  jt  perfectly  riiii- 

Tbe  first  degree  is  that  in  Arts ;  and 
it  i*  one  which,  ;)er  $e,  is  ofno  value, 
in  reference  to  any  profession  whicii  a 
a  Dissenter  can  follow.  Now,  as  we  have 
■aid, in  all  the  rcniu  n  si  ranees  oii  the  part 
of  the  Dissenters,  aud  in  all  the  ({ovcni- 
ment  meatiures  connected  wilh  ibe 
anbjecl,  it  is  assumed  that  the  preli- 
minary distinction  being  denied,  a  bar- 
rier totheir  professional  prcifrrcss  is  placed 
at  the  very  threshold.  Diit  the  fact 
i»,  that,  practically,  the  barrier  is  con- 
stantly oTcrlept,  and  that  without  the 
■lightest  diiScully ;  after  which  the  path 
is  equally  open  to  all.  The  only 
exception  lo  this  is  in  the  Church, 
where,  indeed,  a  dcprce  in  Arts'  from 
an  English  unit-entity  is  of  value, 
a«  it  afliirils  a  grouud  for  the  bishop 
on  which  to  nrdaiu  (be  holder  of  it ; 
bnt  here  it  is  obvious  that  even  if  he 
bad  the  reqnired  diploma,  no  profes- 
sional benefit  could  accrue  from  it  to 
tbe  Dissenter. 

Ju  the  Law,  no  insuperable  obstacle 
cverexisted;  and  tbe  only  impediment 
waa,  that  students  from  Oxfurit  or 
Cambridge  wore  called  to  the  bar  at 
tbe  end  of  three  years,  while  others, 
whether  Dissenter*  or  not,  vrerc  only 
473.— XIX. 


admitted  at  the  end  of  fire.  Eren  this, 
however,  litts  recently  been  discon- 
tinued, and  no  impediment  whatever 
now  exists,  in  the  Tuns  of  Court,  ta 
tbe  Dissenter's  free  and  undisputed  paa. 
lege,  without  any  reference  to  bis  reli- 
gfioua  opinions. 

In  Mciliciiic  it  was  diHercnt ;  and 
those  who  bate  attended  to  tbe  subject 
are  aware,  that  bore  by  fur  the  strongest 
CBS^e  existed  ;  as  was  proved  both  by  ibe 
evidence  given  before  Mr.  Warburton'a 
Committee,  and  as  was  set  forth  ioTvari- 
ous  petitions  presented  lo  both  housca 
of  Parliament.  In  fact,  it  is  our  delibe- 
rate opinion,  ibat  the  only  real  griev- 
ance which  could  be  eslablisbed,  waa 
with  reference  to  the  medical  profea- 
sion.  No  one  was  admitted  to  be  a 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Fbysicians 
save  by  special  grace,  and  consequent- 
ly no  one  could  calculate  on  attain-  ' 
iiig  the  highest  rank  in  bis  profession 
unless  lie  had  an  English  degree ;  and 
this,  Dissenters,  of  course,  could  not 
obtain.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  ever  refused  to 
admit  ibera  as  Liccniiates,  or  threw 
Buy  obstacle  in  llic  way  uf  their  prac- 
tice; hut  we  admit,  and  have  often 
formerly  complained,  that  the  disability- 
was,  notwiihslanding,  of  a  very  formi- 
dable and  op]>ressiic  nature.  We  have 
said  that  we  eomjilaiiied  of  tbe  Eng- 
li^  graduate  receiving  uf  right  what 
others  iiuly  obtained  by  favour;  hut  we 
do  not  continue  to  romplein  of  that 
wbicbdoes  not  cuntiuuc  tuexist~wedo 
not,  like  his  Maje.'ity's  Ministers,  em- 
ploy our  artillery  to  break  down  bar- 
riers which  have  already  been  freely 
thrown  open.  The  English  gradu. 
ate  no  longer  bos  any  advantoge  in 
this  respect  over  his  dissenting  neigh- 
bour—all  are  equally  required  lo  have 
passed  through  a  prescribed  course  of 
study,  but  without  any  restriction  aa 
to  where  this  may  have  been  carried  on. 
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^aiul  all  arc  equally  admissible  to  ex-  partnieiit  conuive  at  the  violation  of  tbt 
amination  for  the  diploma,  with  or  with-  law?  Here  is  the  dilemma:  withooC 
out  any  previous  Universitj  deg-ree.  an  act  of  Parliament,  annulling  tbit 
By  the  new  statutes  of  the  CoUeg'e  of  which  already  exists,  the  flpradnates  of 
Physicians,  all  are  placed  on  precisely  the  new  University  must  still  ccmw  be* 
tbe  same  footing,  without  prejudice  and  fore  the  College  of  Physicians-^or  prae- 
without  favour.  tise   illegally.      Now  although  indtvi- 

Now  this  important  measure  of  medi-    duals  occasionally  do  this,  it  remains  to 
cal  reform  had  been  for  a  considerable    he  seen  whether  a  Government  will  be 
time  in  agitation,  and  its  earlier  enact-    bold  enou<^h  openly  and  professedly  ti 
ment  was  only  delayed  by  the  opposition    countenance  and   protect   an   infringe- 
of  somQ  physicians  of  the  old  school,    ment  of  the  statute.     But  if  their  gra- 
since  deceased.     The  fact  of  it  having    duates  are  obliged  to  appear  before  tbe 
been  finally  accomplished  early  in  the    College  in   Pall  Mall,  then  what  be- 
present  year,  was  made  known  to  Mr.    comes  of  the  University  ?  —  for  besidet 
Spring  Rice  long  before  he  had  orga-     this  admission  of  its  inferior  authority, 
nized  the  new  institution  which  had  been    ^be  degree  is  no  passport  to  a  liceme 
intrusted  to  his  parentage ;  and  we  have    without  the  prescribed  education  having 
no  doubt  that,  if  any  communication  had    been  gone  through  ;  and  if  this  has  been 
been  made  to  the  College  of  Physicians,    <^oue,  then  no  degree  is  required.    la 
the  whole  affair  might  have  been  ar-    cither  case  the  diploma  of  the  Radical 
ranged  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.     University,  so  far  as  regards  medicine 
But  this  docs  not  appear  to  have  been    ^'i^^  ^  useless;  nor  can  this  difficulty  be 
the  object  i  that  gentleman  talked  with    S^^  over  in   any  other  way  than   by 
individuals,    but    never  communicated    procuring  an  act  of  Parliament, — which, 
with   the   Body.     Nothing  would  have    **  ^^^  House  of  Peers  is  not  yet  extiiK 
been  simpler  than  either  to  have  con-    guished,  my  Lord  John  knowa,  by  ez- 
ferred  on  the  College  of  Physicians  the    perience,    is    more    easily    said    than 
privilege  of  giving  the  degree  of  M.D.,    ^one. 

under  certain  restrictions,  or  to  have  When  from  the  principles  of  the  new 
appointed  a  Board  to  act  in  conjunction  institution  we  turn  to  the  men  by  whom 
with  them ;  by  which  all  the  rivalry  and  ^^J  ^^  to  ^  carried  into  effect,  wc 
scandal  which  must  now  ensue  would  ^^^  ^^me  names  highly  distinguished  in 
have  been  avoided.  general  science,  which  have  most  pal- 
But  there  was  a  political  purpose  to  V^^h  ^^^  introduced  to  float  the  dead 
be  served,  and  a  coup  (Vet&t  put  in  exe-  weight  ofthe  medical  department.  When 
cution,  that  the  learned  professions  we  say  of  the  physicians,  that,  with  some 
might,  if  possible,  be  brought  under  the  exceptions,  they  are  respectable  •  men, 
control  of  the  Minister,  and  that  the  we  use  the  moat  complimentary  epitbei 
Dissenters  might  receive  at  his  hands  which,  without  being  ironical,  it  is  jhm- 
the  boon — though  an  inferior  one — of  *i^^c  for  any  one  to  bestow  upon  them ; 
degrees  in  physic  which  confer  no  right  ^"'  our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  enter 
to  practice !  We  beg  leave  to  ask  I^rd  *'  present  on  thiir  individual  and  pro- 
John  Russell  what  he  is  to  do  for  his  phy- 

sicians  when  he  has  made  them.    Will    ^.  *  ^"  ****  """^  exprewion  ba«  been  appiird  to 

1.  j'ji         11    1^  «         1  "em  byacorrespoii.Jent  Inibe  7Vm«.  we  b«£lo 

lie  candidly  tell  them  that  they  may  not  **y  ^^"^  "'^  <ii<i  not  borrow  the  epithet  of  him^nt 
practice  on  ihe  .tongtb  of  h»  diploma ;  X"'  Th'.°  c'o'r.ifrd'V.t  .r.h'TVb"?  ^ 
or  will  tbe  Secretaiy  for  the  Home  De-    C'S^c"  ir^i!'.V:'."<,!ffJ,"ft;*„'S,!fc_^k  'Jl? 


THE  NEW  PHARIAACOPCEIA.  4(17 

?r  merits.     There  is  one  point,  how-  CROWDING  AT  OPERATIONS, 

rer,  to  which  we  would  briefly  allude,  ^j.  -^^^^^^  j„  another  part  of  the  pre- 

scause  it  has  been  brought  before  the  ^^^^  number,  some  communications  re- 

iblic  through  the  medium  of  two  letters  ^pecting   the    late   disturbance   at   the 

I   the    Times.     It   is   implied,  if   not  operating  theatre  of  St.  Thomas's  Hos. 

iserted,  by  the  writers  in  question,  that  ^j^^,      ^^  ^,^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^  l,^  ^^-^^  3^  ^^^ 

le  government  were  fain  to  take  what  Sessions,  we  abstain  from  making  any 

byriciansaud  surgeons  they  did-be-  remarks  applicable  to  it  in  particular ; 

luse  better  men  refused.     This  is  true,  ^^^  ^.^  ^^^  ,1^.^  opportunity  of  insist- 

nt  it  is  not  the  whole  truth.      Cooper,  j„^  „p^„  ^^^  ^.^^^  ^^^^  inconvenience 

rodic.  Chambers,  Holland,  and  others,  ^j^.^j^   ^^^^j^   ^^^^   ^^^^    admission   of 

ere  applied  to,  not,  however,  to  con-  ^^^  ^3,,^  p^^^„^  j„^^  ^1,^  ^^  ^f  ^^ 

ruct.^but  to  concur;  not  to  organize  operating  theatres  at  our  hospitals.     It 

le  medical  portion  of  the  new  inslitu-  j^  ^^j^^  ^^^j^^^  ^y^^^  j,^,^ ^  d^^g„  j^^^j, 

OD,  (which,  being  all  WTiigs,  it  might  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j,^  patient,  prevent  ten  times 

5  supposed  they  would  have  done  on  ^^^^  „„„^^,^^  ^^  p^^^„3^   pj^^^j    ^^  ^ 

ifficiently  liberal  principles.)   but  by  ^^^^^^  distance,    from   seeing   at  all ; 

leir  rank  and  weight  m  the  profession,  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ,^„^  ^^^^  ^  complaint  among 

I  give  influence  and  authority  to  plans  ^^^^^^^  generally,  from  whom  we  have 

rcTiously  laid  down  by  others.      They  ^^^^^  received  letters  upon  the  subject, 

ere  asked  to  countenance  principles  of  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  frequently  prevented 

bich  they  disapproved,  and  to  become  ^^^^  ^^^^j„^  ^^^„  ^  glimpse  of  what  is 

le  colleagues  of  men  already  appoint-  ^^j„^  ^„      ^^  ^^^^   ^f  jj,^  hospitals, 

J,  and  with  whom  they  thought  it  no  ^^^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^^4,^,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

onour  to  be  associated.     Therefore-  ^^^.^  „uisance,  and  we   earnestly  hope 

nd  not  from  «'  being  already  connected  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  unfortunate  occurrence 

rith  other  Colleges,"  as  has  been  as-  ^.j,i  ^^    j^^^^    ^^^^  ^^^  advantage  of 

ertcd-did  they,  after  repeated  attempts  leading  to  a  complete  reformation.     It 

t    conciliation,  decline  the    overtures  j^  j^p^^sible  to  do  justice  to  the  great 

irhicb  were  made  to  them.  y^^^^  ^^  ^^^  students,  to  the  patient,  or 

A.  it  is,  we  trust  that  when  the  sub-  ^j^^  operating  surgeon,  unles.  the  rule  be 

eet  of  this  same  charter  comes  before  ^j^jj,^  ^j^^^^^j  ^^  excluding  from  the 

be  House,  and  the  proposal  of  placing  ^^^^  ^^^^^  individual  except  the  operator 

Jl    professional    education   under    the  ^^^  ^^^       .^^^^  ^^j  ^^^^^  immediately 

ODtnil  of  the  Minister  is  discussed,  there  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^.^  assistance. 

rill  not  be  wanting  some  to    repeat  

be  words  of  MQton,  addressed  to  the  rpjjg  j^^^y  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

fovemment  on  a  somewhat  similar  oc-  ^         ,          1     1    1    #         1          1 

»    .         ^rwi     1        1        I            1.  This   long  -  looked  -  for  volume  has  at 

••ion—"  Truth  and  understanding  are  ,^„^h  made  its  appearance.     It  is  very 

K>l  aucb  wares  as  to   ba  monopolized  diflerent  from  its  predecessor,  being  no 

lad  traded  in  by  tickets,  and, statutes,  mere    reprint,  but  a    complete    remo- 

ind  standards:    we  must  not  think  to  Celling;  nresenting  a  great  number  of 

,             ^     ,                  1*.        r     n    .1.  new  articles  of  materia  mcdica,  various 

nake  a  sUple  commodity   of  all   the  ^^^   pharmaceutical   processes,   and   a 

cnowledge  in  the  land,  and  to  mark  very  extensive  change  of  nomenclature. 

ind  license  it  like  our  broadcloth  and  So  much  at  the  first  glance ;  but  it  re- 

Mir  woolnacks  *.''  quires  to  be  looked  through  carefully, 

and  when  we  have  done  so,  we  shall  say 

-  .....    •   *         -^..  more  about  it :   mean  time   we  insert, 

•  «"««'«*«»i»««"««-  at  page  478,  a  list  of  tbe  name*  which 

have  been  changed. 
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ROYAL   MEDICAL   AND   CHIRUR-  I>r.  Johnson  entered  the  navil  semce, 

GICAL  SOCIETY.  --*^a'  I  ^l^^Y  *^n?'^  *"„^.tt*I.*^7!  ** 

dcsigrnate  the  assertion.   Will  Dr.  Johii- 

MR.  C.  IIUTCHIRON  WmiS  DR.  JAMES  g^^     ^y    ^[,.4    ,„„    ^^     ^„     ^^^^    ^ 

''«"''**^''-  valided*    from   Deal   NAval    Hospital 

during  the  period  of  war,  (when  I  was 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  for  several  years  surgeon  to  the  instita- 

^  tioii^,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  the 

*'^'           ,-           _.      -     _       -  C  in!  Hospital  to  undergo  any  operation 

I  WAS  informed  by  a  fnend,  that  last  whatever?    There  are  now  living.  Dr. 

Satunlay's  Lancet  contained  the  report  jamcs  Veilch,  Mr.  George  Vance,  Dr. 

of  a  speech  made  by  Dr.  James  John-  j^it,  Sir  Stephen  Hammick,  and  some 

son  at  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirur-  others,  I  believe,  who  were  surgeons  of 

gical  Society,  on  the  previous  Tuesday  naval  hospitals  in  war  time,  and  whose 

evening,  upon  the  occasion  of  a  note  of  ^ery  names  I  should  think  are  sufficient 

mine  being  read  *.  warranty  to  disprove  the  assertion. 

The  journal  m  question  is  now  be-  The  naval  hospital  surgeon  alluded  lo 

fore  me,  and  the  speech,  as  reported,  by  Dr.  Johnson   as   having  been  cat 

consists  of  five  seiiteiices,  as  follows:—  twjce  for  stone,  was  Dr.  Duke,  whose 

**  Dr.  Jolnisoii  said  he  had  passed  a  long  ^asc,  and   that  <»f  every  other  officer  or 

time  at  sen  and  doiibtcc  the  fact  broad-  „,an  so  operated  upon  which  I  could  in 

ly  slated   by  Mr.  Hutchison.     He  had  ^ny  instance   trace,  are  all  ineutionod 

seen  many  cases  of  calculus  in  seamen,  ^nd  honestly  recorded  in  my  previous 

Sailors   were   not  operated   on   m   the  papers 

ships    or    naval   hospitals    during  the  With  regard  to  the  Doctor's' fifth  anil 

wars,  because  seamen,  when  knoivn  to  i^st  sentence,  the  answer  is,  that  as  it  i« 

have  calculus,  were  invalided   and  sent  ^  mere  unsupported  assertion,  oppusc«l 

to  our  civil    hospitals,  and   there   cut.  ^   ^^e    most   authentic    documents,  it 

He   knew   a  naval  surpeon  who    %vas  does  not  require  any  further  refutalioD. 

twicccut  for  stone,  and  several  naval  If  I  be  not  very  inch  mistaken,  naval 

ofticers  who  were  afleeted  wiih  calculus,  hospital   surgeons,  and   their   brethren 

He  did  not  consider  seafaring  men  to  be  „fl„*at   h^ve  been  among  the  Terr  first 

more  exempt  than  others.  ^  j^^j  ^^e  way  in  operative  su^rv, 

With  regard  to  the  first  sentence,  Dr.  ^nd  to  advance  the  silence  generallV, 

Johnson  has  a  right  to  doubt  what  any  i,,^^^^^  ^f  sending  their  patients  to  civil 

man  says;  and  though  ni.y  opinions  are  hospitals.    But  I  rather  suspect  thatmv 

supported  by  the  most  convincing  official  friend  Dr.  Johnson,  when  he  went  to 

documents  from  all  the  civil  sea-port  ^he  Society  on  the  evening  in  question, 

hospitals  m  the  United   Kingdom    as  had    but    just    risen     from     ienising 

well  as  those  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hos-  Smollett's  Roderick  Random,  and  so  bad 

pitals,  yet  still,  I  say,  he  has  a  right  to  ^^^^^^  hack  in   his   thoughts  nearly  a 

doubt.  century 

I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  to  Dr.  xhe  Subjoined  documents  will  speak 

Johnson  if  he  will  have  the  kindness  to  f,,^  themselves ;  but  I  must  add,  that  at 


such  information  I  can  test  the  correct-  '    Cession  and  the  public  will  not  be 

nes.s  of  his  observations  by  a  referenre  ^j^tj^fi^d  without  some  explanation  from 

to  the  hospital  and  ships  books  at  the  pr.  Johnson,  after  so  groundless  an  as- 

Admiralty.  sertion.— Yours,  Sec. 

The  next  sentence  is  so  sererc  a  libel  ^  Copland  Hutchison. 
on  the  naval  hospital  surgeons  since  the 

year  180(), — fnnn  which  period  my  ob-  10,  Queen-street.  May-Fair, 

servations  and  calculations  on  the  sub-  i>ec20,  i83fl. 
ject  of  calculous  disorders  commenced, 


and  only  about  a  year   and  a  half  after  •  n©  officer  or  man  can  be  permitted  to  leaw 

■  the  tervtce  on  account  of  ill  health,  nnUl  he  have 

^  _      .     .                       -  ^  ,     .                   „  been  »nr»eyed  by  the  medical  oflcera  of  oo*  o( 

♦  On  the  Infrequencv  of  Calcului  amonx  Sea-  the  Home  Naval  HoMpital*,  two  capUlna,  and  t#o 

men.    Sea  our  preceding  number,  page  424.—  lurgeoni  afloat :  thli  ia  what  la  called  InvaUdiBf* 

Ed.  Gaz. 
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tBTTBR  FROM  DR.  BAIRD. 

Clargct-Street,  Uec.  20,  1836. 

Sir,— I  ha?e  received  your  note  of  yes. 
terday's  date,  desiring  to  It  now  if,  during 
the  period  of  my  service  in  the  navy,  whe- 
ther as  physician  of  a  fleet,  a  member  of 
the  Sick  and  Wounded  Board,  and  subse- 
qaently  In8i>cctor  of  Naval  Hospitals,  i 
ever  knew  an  instance  of  an  hospital  sur- 
geon in  our  service  invaliding  a  ])aticnt 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  a  C'ivil 
Hospital  to  undergo  an  operation  for  the 
stone. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  no 
instance  of  the  kind  occurred  from  the 
date  of  my  appointment,  in  18()3,  up  to 
the  period  of  my  ceasing  to  perform  public 
duty ;  and  I  have  further  to  state,  that  if 
any  instance  had  occurred  betraying  such 
incompetency,  I  would  hare  felt  it  an  im- 
perative duty  to  represent  the  case  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty. — I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  Baikd. 

AUi.  Copland  Hutchitan,  Esq. 


dical  and  Chiruivical  Societjr,  in  which 
YOU  have  omittca  the  only  circumstance 
which  appeared  to  justify  me  in  occupying 
the  time  of  the  Society, — I  mean  the  total 
inscnsibilitv  of  the  nervous  system,  with 
the  entire  loss  of  power  of  the  sphincters 
of  the  rectum  and  bladder,  pn>dnccd  by 
moving  the  calculus  from  iU  situation  at 
the  entrance  of  the  bladder,  Mime  time  be- 
fore the  oi>eration  was  performed.  The 
symptoms  after  the  operation  were,  indeed, 
very  severe  and  unusual,  but  nut  sufli- 
cicntly  so  in  themselves  to  be  related  to 
the  lioyal  Aledieal  and  Chinirgical  So. 
ciety. — 1  am,  Mr, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Hill. 

Wottoii-nnder-Kdge, 
Dec.  :20,  \8M. 

[We  regret  that  there  should  have  been 
any  omission,  but  are  nut  accountable  for 
the  abstract  of  his  paper  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Hill.  It  was  furnislicd  to  us  officially 
from  the  Iluyul  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society. — Ed.  Cjaz.] 


LETTER  FROM  SIR  WILLIAM  BURNETT. 

Admiralty,  Dec.  10,  1836. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date, 
requesting  to  l>e  informed  whether  I  have 
ever  known  or  heard  of  any  naval  hospital 
suri^eon  wh<»  invalidi'd  patients  requiring 
operations  of  any  kind,  for  the  purpose  of 
their  being  operated  upon  in  civil  hospi- 
tals^— I  can  have  no  hesitatiuu  in  saying, 
that  I  never  heard  of,  or  was  acquainted 
with,  any  such  occurrence. 

With  respect  to  your  second  question,  I 
naturally  conclude  that  if  such  a  thing 
had  happened,  the  surgeon  doinur  co  would 
have  been  considered  unfit  for  his  situa- 
tion; and  I  can  only  adl,  as  respects  the 
present  time,  that  1  should  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  immediatfly  recommending  the 
removal  of  snch  a  person  fn<m  the  ollicc  of 
surgeon  of  any  of  our  hospitals. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  humble  servant, 

W.   Hi  RNKTT, 
Phyviciun-Ut'Deral. 

Mr.  Alex.  CopUnd  Uutchisim^ 
Surgeon f  it. A'. 


AN  ADDRESS 

VROM 

THE    FOUNDER   OF    THE    SELF- 
SUPPORTING  DISPENSARIES. 


CASE  OF  LITHOTOMY. 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  HILL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

In  yonr  last  Gazrtte  yon  mention  a  ca<!e 
of  lithotomy  sent  by  me  to  the  Royal  Mc- 


To  the  Members  of  the  British  Medical 
Association. 
Gentli:5ien, 

Every  medical  man  In  the  kingdom  will 
sincerely  rejoiee,  \^ho  has  heard  that  an 
Association  is  formed  in  the  nietmi>olis 
fur  the  laudable  purpose  of  increasing  the 
usefulness,  and  upholding  the  resi>cctabi- 
lity,  of  the  ])rofe<«.sion. 

An<l  although,  as  I  am  informed,  at 
your  first  meeting,  the  plan  1  have  for 
nearly  twenty  years  been  endeavouring  to 
cany  into  elfeet  was  reprobated  as  detri- 
mental and  ]iernicious  to  your  interests,  I 
have  no  doubt,  even  if  iny  informant  is 
correct,  that  when  tiic  Association  is  disa- 
bused of  the  j)rejndiees  ihat  have  been  ab- 
surdly created  against  Self.5uj)i»orting  Dis- 
pensaries,  many  amongst  you  will  bring 
lionest  minds  to  the  investii;;ation  (whicn 
is  all  that  the  scheme  requires),  and  will 
he  able  to  a])preeiate  the  diflit-ultics  that 
have  been  surmounted,  the  inicrcstsrecim- 
ciled,  the  untiring  sjdrit  shewn,  and  the 

Practical  g<iod  cflfeeted  by  the  projector, 
during  the  whole  of  my  professional  life 
I  have  sacrificed  my  own  interests  to  my 
proposed  scheme  of  improving  the  medi- 
cal profession,  by  eOecting  a  "  radical  re- 
form  in  its  po>i'tion  towavU  V\\c  wvjtVwx^ 
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people  of  the  country."    Through  g^d  an  offspring  of  mammoii,  and  not  dt  dtt- 

report  and  evil  report!  have  persevered;  rity.     Let  us,  who  know  more  of  the  wk- 

and  I  cun  but  smile  at,  although  I  regret^  tare  of  man  than  guardians,  masters,  or 

the  misrepresentations  which  have  already  legislators,    teach    the    world    a    uicfil 

been  current  amongst  ynu.     I  have  grate-  lesson. 

fully  discovered  tiiat  there  are  a  few  in  I  am  thankful,  (as  Dr.  Webster,  yov 

your  threat  town  that  may  be  made  useful  chairman,  stated,)  that  I  have  been  so  io- 

allies  in  resisting  the  unjust  warfare  that  strumentul  in  bringing  you  t^g^ether;  nest 

has  been  carried  on  against  the  medical  assured,  gentlemen,  that  no  future  eiBbrts 

profession.  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  keep  joa 

These  acts  of  insult  and  oppression  are  at  your  posts,  and  stimulate  yon  to  in- 

of  the  same  character,  whether  under  the  creased  exertions.     It  is  a  noble  cause ; 

new   Poor-law  Amendment   Act,  or  the  and  if  we  pursue  a  straight- forward  and 

darker  doings  of  overseers  in  irresponsible  favourable  course,  all  the  world  will  be 

vestries.  with  us;  do  not  despair.     The  same  for^ 

It  is  the  dealing  in  human  life  on  the  seeing  and  quiet  faculty  of  combination 

principle  of  contract,  that  is  the  evil;  and  that  has  so  moulded  events  as  to  cause 

no  amount  or  mode  of  fixed  salary  can  your  assemblage,  can  direct  your  mors- 

make  it  endurable  to  Christians.  ments  as  may  best  suit  its  own  parpoies; 

l*he  lovers  of  their  neighbours  will  not  travel  with  me,  and  the  good  is  accoo- 

be  satisfied   till  every  poor  person,  and  plished ;  resist  me,  and  the  glory  of  soe- 

cvery  pauper,  can  choose  for  himself  his  cess  will  be  altogether  mv  own. 

own  medical  attendant.  I   find  by  the  published  Report,  that 

But  the  authorities — whether  commis-  on  the  cloth  being  withdrawn.  Dr. Webster, 

sloncrs,  guardians,  or  overseers — whether  in   a  speech   which   appears    to  me   fall 

the  abettors  of,  or  even  dealers  in  quackery  of  good  humour  and  good  senie,  drank 

— are  only  external  causes  of  injury  and  the  toast  of  the  evening,  *'  Prosperity  and 

degradation  to  medicine  as  a  science.  unanimity  to  the  general  practitioners  uf 

The  internal  are  the  most  injurious, —  medicine  throughout  the  universe."  Amen, 

that  host  of  illegitimates,  who,  ])aid  for  and  nmen,  is  responded  from  land's  end  to 

exercising  one-part  skill  and  three- parts  land's  end. 

trade,  find  it  ditficult  to  take  up  a  higher  When   I  admit  that   your  chairman** 

station.     The  craft  is   their  status,   and  speech  was  full  of  good  sense,  you  mnst 

they  are  naturally  prone  to  mystify  and  permit  me  to  change  one  word  of  it  only, 

misrepresent    every    attempt  to   liberate  for  without  that  change,  as  yon  Toanehes 

their  dens  of  drugs,  dregs,  and  darkness,  shall  decide,  it  was  a  sort  of  kaleidoscope 

from  the  thick  clay  with  which  they  arc  of  sentiments  without  object  or  meanini^. 

covered.  The  chairman  is  reported  to  have  said. 

We  have,  indeed,  another  internal  cne-  "  I  wish  now  to  mention  what  I  consider 

my— to  which  I  will  not  at  present  parti-  in  medical  language  to  be  the  proximate 

cularly  allude,  as  1  am  unwilling  to  open  causes  of  the  meeting.     I  will  not  conceal 

a  wider  field  for  discussion  in  my  first  let-  from  view  the  recent  and  still  ccmtinued 

ter  than  necessary — but  which  the  *'  Bri.  attem])ts  to  inflict  on  the  profession  a  h<*^ 

tish"  and  "  Provincial"  will  unite  in  abat-  of  evils  in  the  shape  of  •  Self- supporting 

ing  as  a  common  nuisance,  as  soon  as  they  Disjiensarics/ "     I  am  convinced  that  the 

are  sufficiently  organized  to  give  weight  Doctor    must    have   meant    to    say  ciirv, 

to  their  growing  powers,  and  improving  instead  of   itijiict.     Every  paragraph  he 

influences.  utters  afterwards  confirms   this  amended 

Our  noble  art,  by  means  of  its  united  reading.     "  It  is  not  the  object  of  these 

brethren,  of  which  the  "  Provincial"  is  the  societies  (or  institutions)   to   institutes 

first-born,  is  destined  to  establish,  through  monopoly;  they  are  intended  to  promote 

the  best  aflections  of  mankind,  lessons  of  fair    anil     honourable    (competition    be- 

the  truest  wisdom.  tween   institutions)  conduct    among   the 

The  science  which  in  practical  useful-  the  practitioners   at  large  towards  each 

ness  excels  all  others,  must  no  longer  be  other;    to    encourage  among    them    (in 

separated  from   that    benevolence  in  the  each   concentrated  locality)  the    exercise 

body  politic,  which  can  best  make  it  va-  of  hnnnony  and  good   will;    to    diffuse 

luable.  medical  information ;   to  insist  upon  the 

Schools  and  mechanics'  institutions  rights  vested  in  its  members  by  the  law  of 
have  extended  the  dominion  of  know,  the  land  ;  to  suppress  illegal  practitioners, 
ledge;  '*•  self-supporting  dispensaries,"  and  then>by  protect  the  real  interests  of 
**  medical  associations,"  and  an  elective  the  public,  &c.;  in  few  words,  to  render 
*'  medical  boanl,"  are  now  required  to  ex-  the  profession  within  the  sphere  pre- 
tend the  dominion  of  real  charity.  scribed,  honourable,  useful,  ana  respecta- 

Beggar  making,  like  pauper  niaking,  is  ble." 


MR.  H.  L.  SMITH  ON  SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPENSARIES.        471 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  sentimentB  I  clubs  nllowinp^  them  considerably  less  per 

hare  bo  often  for  eighteen  years  reiterated  annum  for  each  person  ? 

as  the  probable  fruit  of  Self-supporting  [  am  not  friendly  to  Penny  Clubs— but 

Dispensiaries,  when  comparatiTely   dinre-  that  I  foresee  they  must  merge  in  Dispen- 

ffarded  and  unknown,  that  I  cannot  but  saries.     But  to  return   to  the  chairman. 

near  them  quoted  in  the  manifesto  of  the  He  wxyn,  "  Need  1  mention  another  grieir- 

British  Association,  with  feelings  of  com-  ance—that  of  quackery  ?     This  is  an  evil 

plarency  and  good  will,    that  is  undis-  which  truly  preys  upon  the  vitals  of  the 

torbed,  though  my  health,  and  success  to  public,  and  weighs  down  our  profession, 

my  views,  was  not  the  distinguishing  toast  sprcadini?  ot'cr  the  land  and  assuming  in- 

of  the  evening.  numerable  shapes. 

I   must  copy  a  few  more  observations  "  Another,   and  one    of  the  greatest 

from  the  chainnan's  address:  he  is  very  evils  from  which  our  body  suffers,  is  the 

wrathful   with    the   Commissioners,  anil  existence  of  what  may  be  called  prescribe 

the   Penny   Clubs.     Before   I   repeat  his  ing  or  dispensing  clicmists;    men  who, 

remarks  on  this  head,  I  should  like  to  be  without  a  particle  of  medical  or  scientific 

tfild    what    have    *'  Poor-law    Commis-  knowledge,   are    becoming   the    general 

•loners"   to  do  with  affairs  thnt  do  not  practitioners  in  all  minor  ailments,"  &c. 

belong  to  them.  The  Foreign  Office  would  They  are  decreasing,    Dr.  Webster,  in 

be  at  much  in  place,  giving  directions  on  all  those  places  where  there  is  a  **  Self- 

the  parish  constabulary,  as  the  Poor- law  supporting  Dispensary"  established. 

Commissioners  have  been  in  their  inter-  "  I  know  of  no  country  where  our  sys* 

fering  in  this  matter  at  all.     Dr.  Webster  tem  of  unlicensed  practice  exists,  and  I 

says,  **  I  shall  not  shrink  from  declaring  am  satisfied,  that,  if  we  act  witli  unani- 

what  I  feel  to  be  the  truth,  that  nothing  mity,  it  cannot  continue  in  this  country. 

has  occurred  for  a  century  past  which  has  Let  the  duties  of  chemists  be  properly  rc- 

io   much  tended  to  degrade  and   lower  gnlated,  and  not  be  alipwed  to  interfere 

general  practitioners,  not  only  in  the  eves  with  those  of  the  regular  pmctiti<mcrs." 

of  the  public,    but  our  own   eyes  also,  **  Another  evil," — I  entreat  attention  to 

as  the  introducticm  of  these  Penny  Clubs."  this  last  extract,   because    Self-support- 

I   must  here  silence  the  "cheering  and  ing  Dispensaries  progressively  secure  the 

immense  applause  "   that  foHowed,  by  ob-  only  remedy  — that  is,  a  payment  for  time 

serving,  that  there  have  been  other  causes  and  skill,  instead  of  drugs : — 

much  worse  than  Penny  Clubs — **  farming  "  Another  evil  is  the  mode  of  paying 

the  sick  poor  of  parishes,"  and  submitting  general  practitioners;  a  mode  which  un> 

to   have  (Oh,    for  the    moral  cowardice  fortunately   leads  to  unjust  suspicions  of 

of  London  practitioners!)  reports  of  medi-  his  intc;;rity,  and  is  often  very  galling  to 

cal   proceedings    inserted  in   the  iMncft.  an  honourable-minded  man." 

These  are  standing  libels  on  the  profes-  The  following  letter  from  a  gentleman 

sinn,  which   have   vilified  and  degraded  who  is  a  stranger  to  me,  so  admirably  iU 

it  beyond  all  others  combined.  lustrutes  ilie   practical  go(»d  sense  of  the 

But  ti>  return.    **  We  are  to  be  put  up  chairman's  speech,  that  I  must  trespass 

to  Dutch  auction — not  to  the  liighcst,  but  on  your   patience   for  its  insertion.      It 

the  lowest  bidder;  we  are  to  be  ])itte(l,  proves  that   Penny  Clubs,  or  **  Self  sup- 

tbe  man  of  little  experience  against  him  porting  Dispensaries,"  arc  the  only  cure 

uf   the  mo«it  extensive  observation,    and  for  the  host  of  evils  of  which  he  complains. 

to   be  forced  to  perform  the  anxious  and  It  is  so  satisfactory,  that  I  expect  to  have, 

laborious   duties  of  our  profession  fur  an  on  some  early  occasion,  your  counteuance, 

ntti-rly  cimtcmptible  pittance."  favour,  and  even  personal  protection,  when 

This  is  i>erfectly  true.     I  have  enlarged  I  shall  next  visit  town,  in  the  hope  of  cs- 

on  the  same  facts  for  the  last  twenty  years,  tabli'^hing     **  .Self-supporting    Dispcnsa- 

and  I#ord  John  Russell  pre«iented  a  petition  ries"  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 

for  me  to  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  the  land. 

Kime  subject,  in  I81?6.  A   scheme  for  this  purpose    I    intend 

I  have  also  endeavoured  to  remedy  the  shortly  to  submit,  through  the  pages  of 

evil  by  suggesting  a  judicious  system  of  the   Meoical  GAZETm,  to  the  members 

**  co-operation"    amongst     medical     men  of  the  **  British"  and  **  Provincial  Medi- 

them^lves,  and  not  the    ^*  competition"  cal  Association ;"  as  I  learn  there  are  not 

which  the  Penny  Clubs  establish  and  per-  a  few  who  are  sufficiently  ]thilanthropic 

petuate.     I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  consis.  and  ])atriotic   to  take  up  the  matter  in 

tency,  that   none  <»f  the   gentlemen  who  good  earnest. 

cheered  the  chairman's  observations  on  the  In    the   course   of  time,  from    them  a 

Penny  Clubs,  or  four  shillings  and  four-  "  Medical  Board"  must  be  elected,  for  re- 

pence  annual  payment,  were  surgeons  to  guluting  and  bringing  into  order  and  sys- 


472  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  IRISH  MEDICAL  CHARITIES. 

tcra  our  present  chaos  of  medical  economy,  if  anything,  higher  than  oara  aiCy  other. 

The  outline  of  that  scheme  shall  be  the  wise  many  of  the  most  deserring  of  tW 

sohject  of  ray  next  communication.  labourers  will  not  be  able  to  avail  thca- 

I  hare  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen,  seWes  of  it,  particularly  thoae  with  laiffi 

Your  obcrlient  senrant,  families;  but  if  the  payments  are  kept  ta 

Hknrt  Lilley  Smith.  our  limiu,  the  numbers  will  make  up  for 

Sontham,  Dec.  4,  1836.  the  smallness  of  the  sum.    I  am  sare  onn 

would  never  have  reached  half  the  nnmber 

P.S.  There  is  a  letter  in  the  Lancet,  to  it  does  at  present,  with  such  a  scale.  That 

your  Association,  signed  H.  S. :  be  pleased  medical  men,  in  general,  will  mit  expect 

to  i)bscr\'c,  I  am  not  the  author.  that  an  institution  of  this  kind  is  to  ie> 

The  following  letter  is  from  agcntleman,  moncrate  in  the  manner  they  ought  to  be 

who  is  personally  unknown  to  me,  and  of  remunerated,  I  am  well  convinced ;  but  it 

whom  I  made  some  inquiries,  which  will  will  do  more  than  they  will  be  at  first  dis- 

be  perfectly  understood  by  the  answers.  posed  to  admit;  and  where  is  the  man  in 

'  practice  who  is  not  always  working  with* 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  re-  out  even   the  shadow    of   remnneration. 

plying  to  your  letter  respecting  our  medi.  This  should  not  be  forgotten,  nor  theplca- 

cal  institution,  and  have  given  it  my  best  sure  of  doing  so  much  good  on  such  a  sare 

attention,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  answer  foundation,  independent  of  what  onght  to 

your  several  queries  satisfactorily :  nt  the  be  our  first  motive — that  of  having  the 

same  time  aIlo'.v  me  to  sny,  it  was  based  appn^bation  of  the  Supreme  Being  for  such 

upon  the  principles  you  have  so  fully  laid  good   intentions.     It  is  also  desirable  ta 

down.  keep   within   a  certain    distance  of  the 

With  rcsi>cct  to  your  iirst  qncry,  I  really  town,  if  possible  five  miles,  otherwise  the 

think  that  not  more  than  one  in  ten  of  the  labour  is  too  great,  particularly  if  the  ■«> 

free  members  have  been   occustomcd  to  ncral  confidence  is  not  very  equally  oa- 

seek  medical  advice  on  their  own  rc^))on-  lanced  between  the  parties, 

sibility ;  and  of  that  number,  perhaps  one-  Should  yon  think  these  observations  can 

fourth   made  no  payment  whatever;  the  be  of  any  service,  you  are  at  perfect  liberty 

others  after  an  indefinite  period  of  from  to  make  use  of  them  in  any  way  you  may 

six  months  to  four  or  five  years.  think  best. 

That  the  sale  of  quack  medicines  is  less-  Allow  me  to  subscribe  myself, 

ened,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  since  the  Yours,  &c.  &c. 

establishment  of  our  institution  ;  but  this  Thomas  TATLoa. 

must,  of  course,  depend  in  a  great  measure  ciicklade,  Aug.  80.  1836. 
on  the  attention  which  tlie  medical  men 

are  disi>osed  to  pay  to  such  c()m))Iaints  as 

those  medicines  are  generally  sought  for. 

The  opportunity  the  members  have,  also,  REMARKS 

of  changing  their  medical  attendant  after  o^.  T„g 

a  given  time,  should  they  not  experience  ^„,,g,.t.,t,  gtatp  ni?  tup    iwicct 

the  relief  which  thcv  had  anticipated,  will,  PRLSE^T  STATE  OF  THE    IRIbH 

I  think,  do  much  to  lessen  that  evil.  MEDICAL  CHARITIES; 

An  institution  of  this  description  neces- 
sarily brings  medical  men  into  each  otliers' 
society,  to  suggest  ideas  for  the  good  of 

all,  as  well  as  for  the  well-working  of  the  

institution  itself.    This  natnrally  tends  to  nr  j-     » 

engender  a  better  feeling;  and  i  am  eon-  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

vinced   that    the    little   jealousies  which 

arise,  and  which  are  perhaps  increased  to  Sir, 

ill  will,  more  frequently  takes  place  fn»m  In   ray  fr»rmcr  letter  I  presented   to  the 

a  want  of  knowing  each  other  than  from  readers  of  your  excellent  journal  an  ae- 

any  other  cause ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  count  of  the  position  which  the  profes- 

in  saving,  that  a  much  better  feeling  d«>es  sional  men  who  preside  over  our  medical 

existin  tliis  town  among  the  medical  men  charities;  occupy,  with  respect  totheappli- 

than   before  the  formation  of  the  insti-  cants  for  relief!     I  dealt  (but  mercifully) 

tution.  with  their  varied  pursuits  and  gave  a  brief 

I  have  just  seen  the  rate  of  pavraenu  sketch  of  the  insufliciency  and  ineffieacy 

proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the  institution  of  that  pn>fessionuI  assistance  which  the 

at   Stratford.     1   very  raiich  fear  tliev  are  poor  must  avail  themselves  of,  and  at  so 

loo  high,  particularly  for  an  agrieultnral  considerable  an  exi>ense.     Well  and  truly 

district.    I  think  they  should  not  be  much,  might    I    exclaim    (to    which    exclama- 
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Jon  I  am  confident  erery  rational  and  volent  intentions    towards   the  afflicted 

linking  member  of  society  will  respond),  form   the  least  item  in  the  proceeding*, 

*  Chuiitj,  O  charity  !   many,  gross,  and  being  viewed  as  a  matter  of  no  considera- 

glaringt  are  the  abuses  which  exist,  and  tion  whatever,  when  brought  in  competi- 

pabliclj  injurious  are   the  delinquencies  tiun   witli   the   interests  of  the    medical 

irhich  are  perpetrated,  under  thy  hallowed  practitioner.     If  direct  interest  cannot  be 

name !"     Faradoxical  as  it  mav  appear,  I  commanded,  which  is  seldom  the  case,  it 

coald.  without  fear  of  contradiction,  de-  is  solicited  indirectly ;  in  cither  instance, 

dare  the  Irish  Dispensaries, under  existing  the  support  and  patronage  of  a  few  influ- 

Rgolations,    a  disgrace  to  any   civilized  ential   persons  (be  they  of  high  or  low 

community,  and  a  convincing  proof  that,  degree)  in  the  loc*ality  are  procured :  nnder 

in  artful  and  designing  persons,  who  have  this  sanctiun,  a  business  previously  decided 

the  anbloshing  hardihood  to  advance  cha-  on  is  easily  arranged,  a  few  subscribers 

rity  as  their  watchword,  the  design  of  enrolled,  many  of  them   nominally,  and 

those  institutions  may    be  so  metamor-  just  enough  to  vindicate  their  soliciting  a 

phoeed  as  to  become  a  burlesque  on  com-  presentment  from  the  grand  jury.   Having 

mon  sense.    However,  it  would  not  dis-  so   far  prosperously  progressed,  the  day 

Dlay  much  profundity  of  wisdom  to  soli-  for  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  a 

loquise  over  the  degraded  state  of  csta-  medical  attendant  to  the  charity  is  adver- 

blishments  which  never  enjoyed  an  exalt-  tised  ;  a  something  farcical,  in  common 

ed   position,  or  to  regret  the  mean  and  parlance  callcdan  election,  is  gone  through, 

lowly   estimate  of  professional  character  and  the  zealous  candidate  for  dispensary 

of  gentlemen  who  appear  so  perfectly  in-  honours  is,   in  accordance  with  precon- 

diTOrent  about  their  reputation:    would  ccrted  measures,  duly  elected.       Should 

it  not  be  more  philosophical  to  endeavour  an  anxious  desire  to  anticipate  the  pos- 

jf  possible  to  effect  the  rescue  of  the  Irish  sessitm  of  the  proffered  prize  induce  a 

medical  charities  from  their  original  and  meritorious  candidate    to    endeavour    to 

present  chaotic  state,  and   remodel    the  divide  the  interest,  and  advance  his  claim 

mode  of  getting  up  such  institutions,  by  to   the  eleemosynary  sinecure  established 

establishing  a  system  that  would  abolish  by  a  party ;    under  such  circumstances,  to 

many  abuses  in  their  very  formation,  and  provide  against  the  event  of  success  being 

disarm   them  of  those  powers  which  in  doubtful,  a  ruse  is  practised;  a  number  of 

Ibeir  subsequent  vicious  government  arc  frieze-coated  electors,  levied  for  the  occa- 

pregDant  with  so  great  a  mass  of  misery?  sion,  are  brought  to  the  poll,  previonsly 

Much    of  the    manoeuvring    and   finesse  supplied  with  a  guinea  each  by  {befriends 

practised  in  the  getting  up  of  dispensaries,  of  the  opponent;   furnished  with  money, 

IS  already  known  to  your  numerous  read-  and  armtnl  with  their  shillclahs — the  usual 

ers  ;  even  so,  I  cannot  permit  this  oppor-  emblems  of  their  prowess — they  are  quite 

tunity  to  pass  without  recording  as  an  indifferent    as    to    whether    they  are  to 

exemplification  a  case  from  real  life.     A  annihilate  the  pretensions  or  the  existence 

son,  a  son-in-law,  or  a  brother,  after  a  pre-  of  the  rival  aspirant ;  and  if  a  choice  were 

paratory  medical  education,  incapable  of  afforded,  my  unbiassed  opinion  is,  the  prc- 

lecuring  an  independence  by  an  honoura-  dilcction   for  the  latter  would  decidedly 

ble    competition    with    his    professional  predominate.     After    so  meritorious  and 

brethren,  beneath  the  scrutiny  of  a  dis-  successful  a  manoeuvre,  a  separation  of  the 

ceming  public,  becomes  an  incumbrance,  frieze- clad   reserve  could  not  take  place 

each  individual  to  his  respective  family;  without  the  celebration  with  more  than 

the  aggrieved  party,  smarting  under  so  ordinary  hilarity  of  so  great  an  achieve- 

great  an   annoyance,  or  the    aggrieving  ment,  and  a  scene  that  at  this  stage  of 

feeling  his  situation  rather  irksome,  mutu  •  the  proceeding  ended  in  violation  of  their 

ally  coalesce  in  endeavouring  to  secure  taste  and   ideas,  without  a  general  ren- 

Bome  provision  which  will  place  the  dc-  contre,  could  not  be  allowed  to  pass  away 

pendant  beyond  the  reach  of  public  patron-  without  an   adjournment  to  some  neigh- 

age;    the  necessity  for  a  local  Dispensary  bouringpot-house,  where  they  regale  them- 

in  some  district  is  immediately  suggested  selves  with  a  long  and  deep  drink  to  his 

—a  necessity  which  never  had  an  exislenec  honour  or  his  reverence  (being  both  used 

bot  in  the  inventive  imaginations  of  the  as  synonymous  appellatives)  to  commemo- 

parties  reciprocally  anxious  to  get  rid  of  rate  the  important  triumph;   and  before 

what  eadi  conceives  an  evil,  the  interests  the  spirit  should  evaporate  they  consider 

of  the  poor  being  set  forth  as  a  mere  sub-  the  present  a  most  convenient  opportunity 

terfoge  to  justify  so  outrageous,  8<»  bare-  to  arrange  some  ancient  and  hereditary 

lacccnaprocecding  before  a  few  gentlemen,  disputes  between  the  members  of  rival 

who  never  deign  to  cast  away  a  thought  clans,  when  after  numerous  hostile  demon- 

OD  the  Btthject,  being  already  fully  con-  strations  and  consequent  parlies,  a  general 

timced  fi:om  repeated  examples,  that  bene-  action  eventually  ensues,  ending  as  usual, 


474  PRESENT  STATE  OF  TUG  IRISH  MEDICAL  CHAJUTIEB. 

in  the  extensive   laceration  of  scalps,  a  coanty  treasary,  to  sappoit  to  oatngpil 

wanton  demolition  of  teeth,  and  after  sun.  a  htimbng  and  impositioD  >     Bnt  tlieM^I te 

dry  other  iujurit'K  arc  inflicted,  a  truce  is  tifying  truth  is  too  apparent,  ihatflAlia 

agreed  on,  and  they  withdraw  fnim  the  abuses  at  present  exist.     St.  John  Lai  I « 

field  (»f  action;    thus  speedily  affording  a  wa«(  held  up  to  public  censure,  pm  if  nit  1 » 

convenient    opportunity    for  a  practical  and   punished ;    Morison's    disciplsi  ■IK 

display  of  the  skill  of  the  newly  installed  undergoing  similar  odinm,  are  crimin^li 

dispensary  lyro;  a  demoralizin;r  exhibition  sued,  and  forced  to  suffer  penal  Rtrik^ln 

on  the  first  establishing  a  medical  charity,  tion,  each  and  all  must  deservedly;  ni\\'- 

and  an  ominous  introduction  to  so  impor-  in  some  comer  of  neglected  Ireland,  »iA|) 

tant   a    functionary.      Many  memorable  her  many  advantages^as  it  wenr,  nfa 

instances  of  the  success  of  this  manceuvre  the  rose —we  daily  witness  treatment  Im 

hare  occurred :   on  a  late  occasion,  when  .a  founded  in  reasim,  and  much  more  ]m- 

dispensary  was  being  established  for  the  posterous,  than  that  practised  by  ibnsr  w- 

especial    pn>visi(m    of   a    young    friend,  doubted  charlatans — treatment  pursued ky 

another  candidate  started,  was  very  un-  gentlemen  who  arc  in  some  measure pn> 

successful  in  his  canvas,  a  sweeping  ma-  vided  for  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  vki 

jority  being  against  him  :  the  case  was  an  arc  bold  enough  to  declare,  that  thewbak 

cxtremeoue  in  the  most  literal  acceptation ;  of  medical  and  surgical   literature  mtT  be 

a  friend   step)>ed   forward,  supplied    the  comprised  in  a  volume  eonal  in  sizeUt 

necessary  funds,  and  a  number  of  electors  diamond  edition  of  Luru  Byron's  CluMi 

created  for  the  occasion,  who  never  sub-  Harold. 

scribed  afterwards,  presented  themselves  Prospects  in  the  dim  vista  an  at  IhI 
unexpectedly,  and  voted  in  the  opposition  commencing  to  brighten,  if  we  are  juo. 
cnndidate,  much  to  the  annoyatice  and  ficd  in  indulging  so  pleasing  an  anticipif- 
discomfiture  of  the  gentleman  for  whose  tion  from  a  ray  of  reform  which  has  jvt 
accommodation  the  medical  charity  was  beamed  upon  us  in  the  shape  of  a  rluit 
being  founded.  Such  subscriptions  cease  in  a  late  legislative  enactment;  at  Ictst 
after  the  first  year.  Many  of  the  sub-  the  spirit  which  it  has  evinced  cleadr 
scrihers,  disgusted  with  the  operations  of  proves  that  the  Irish  medical  charities  IR 
the  charity,  withdraw ;  some  continue,  not  altogether  overlooked  or  forgotteo, 
fancying  it  the  cheaper  way  to  have  their  but  that  some  of  their  malpractices  tic 
domestics,  horses,  and  dogs,  physicked :  known  in  higher  quarters,  and  duly  ftti- 
others,  through  a  more  charitable  motive,  mated.  It  is  not  to  be  ex])ected  that  iht 
labouring  under  the  delusion  of  rendering  readers  of  your  able  journal  can  be  ir 
through  the*instituti(m  some  relief  and  quaintcd  with  acts  of  Parliament  directed 
comfort  to  in\  alidcd  paupers,  but  negligent  to  advance  the  interests  of  Ireland.  I  lake 
unconcerncdne>:s  being  the  estate  of  all,  the  liberty,  then,  of  directing  their  atteo- 
the  professional  gourmand  is  allowed  to  tion  to  the  Irish  (Irand  Jury  Act,  whicb 
devour  both  subscriptions  and  grand  jury  was  passed  into  a  law  during  the  last  set- 
grant,  giving  the  hapless  poor  out  of  the  sion,  and  which,  in  its  8lst  clause,  pm- 
capture,  under  the  semblance  of  doing  vides,  "  That  no  presentment  can  be  made 
something,  a  little  treacle  or  vinei^ar,  a  for  an  v  dispensary,  in  case  it  shall  appear 
solution  of  Glauber  salt,  or  some  rancid  that  tlie  salary  of  the  medical  attendant 
castor  (»il;  it  being  a  matter  of  no  con-  during  the  last  year  amountetl  to  one-half 
sequence  to  the  sulTering  community,  of  the  sum  which  the  subscriptions,  duaa- 
if  in  addition  ho  devoured  those  nlfo  us  tions,  and  the  sums  presented  fur,  woal<l 
ctrndiments  to  the  mammon.  However,  amount  to."  If  every  measure  that  is  in- 
these  good  things  have  had  their  day;  trodueiul  savouring  of  novelty,  and  every 
abuses,  gross  abuses,  may  gniw  and  innovation  on  accustomed  usages,  bow- 
flourish  luxmiantly  for  a  sea<ton,  until  ever  salutary,  will  meet  with  oppiwi tion  fts 
they  savour  t(M)  powerfully  of  the  rankness  a  neecsvary  consequence,  how  much  muR 
of  that  soil  in  which  they  vegetate:  strenuous  must  the  resistance  be,  whm 
establishments  may  be  so  metamorphosed  the  pockets  of  those  defaulters  against 
into  engines  of  'destriiction,  that  their  whom  this  shaft  is  aimed  are  trespassed 
very  existence  becomes  a  harleiiuinnde  on  on.  As  might  be  expected,  this  very 
public  dec(*nrv.  Could,  I  wtmld  ask,  such  wholesome  measure,  on  its  introduction  to 
a  state  of  meilical  in>titiitions  or  medical  this  country,  created  a  great  sensatina 
science  be  credited,  were  it  not  ad-  amongst  the  ]diysicians  and  suiveons  of 
vnnccd  on  indisputable  authority  ? — could  dispensaries.  The  legislators  and  the  go- 
it  be  conceived  that  the  lives  of  the  appli-  vernment  were  denounced,  and  appetr- 
eants  in  extensive  districts  arc  trifled  with  unecs  arc  wearing  a  formidable  aspect, 
by  the  administration  of  a  little  triMicle  Trifling  incidents  have  often  given  rise  to 
as  a  universal  panacea,  and  that  large  sums  serious  results,  which  the  British  gnvem- 
arc  advanced  by  subscribers,  and  from  the  nient,   fnini  dearly-purchascd  expcricneiN 
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e  fnlly  ooDTinced  of;  and  the  abet- 
disorder  have  laid  it  down  as  an 
shed  rule,  to  raise  an  outcry  against 
nactment  that  interferes  with  their 
The  grievance,  as  tbey  have  been 
I  to  call  it,  has  been  long  and 
f  dwelt  on.  The  tocsin  of  alarm 
mediately  sounded,  by  a  body  whom 
[  must  bring  under  observation,  as 
the  originators  of  the  hue  and  cry, 
iT  willing  to  permit  them  to  repose 
r  accustomed  obscurity, 
edicul  club,  under  the  specious  appel- 
of  the  Western  Medical  Society,  was 
It  into  existence,— I  cannot  be  par- 
'  as  to  the  exact  day,  not  being  at 
x>uchment;  and  as  an  application 
'enerable  sire  might  awaken  unhap- 
liniscences,  as  the  offspring  is  occa- 
j  looked  on  rather  unworthily  by 
reot,  more  especially  when  expecta- 
ire  grievously  disappointed,  and  no 
whatever  can  attach  itself  to  the 
ly  ;  and  as  an  application  to  its  god- 
,  the  jovial  secretary,  to  leani  the 
day  of  the  month,  or  week,  or  hour, 
be  attended  with  tedious  delay*  as 
y  not  be  very  communicative  under 
ig  circumstances,  and  would  view 
quiry  with  suspicion, — it  is  suffi- 
br  my  present  purpose  that  such  a 
as  been  established  these  seven  years 
(  purpose  of  indulging  in  and  enjoy. 
e  festivities  of  the  season,  and  ban- 
g  together  on  appointed  days.  But 
I  nnprecedented  and  unaccountable 
ligration  has  taken  place ;  it  has 
ly  bounced  from  its  infancy  to  its 
i,  without  going  through  the  usual 
pmental  processes  or  gradations  in- 
to life,  or  even  deigning  to  pass 
;h  the  climacterics  between  these  two 
les  of  animal  existence.  Extraor- 
'  an  it  may  appear,  I  can  positively 
for  the  authenticity  of  the  fact, 
g  the  ex))lanation  of  this  (to  me)  un- 
eied  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature, 
i  sagacity  (tf  some  mure  profound 
dogist.  I  can  only  throw  out,  as 
speculative  suggestions,  the  effects 
te  dampness  of  our  climate  is  said 
iduce  on  the  constitutions  of  many, 
le  influence  the  planetary  system  is 

0  exercise  over  sublunary  mortals, 
er  loaded  with  hoary  h<mours.    And 

1  anenvied  state  of  premature  decay 
Dental  imbecility  have  those  anti- 
inists  set  up  Kacchu^  as  their  tuto. 
leity;  and  during  one  of  their  sa- 
il orgies  to  this  divinity,  drivelled 
a  requisition,  announcing  the  neces- 
>r  convening  a  public  meeting,  in  ac- 
ice  with  a  requisition  published  in 
ily  papers.  A  number  of  the  medi- 
Lt«ndant8  of  dispensaries,  alive  to 
own  |>ccuniary  interests,  as^scmblcd, 


each  individual  vieing  with  his  brother 
practitioner  in  ardent  desire  to  inflict  sum- 
mary vengeance  on  the  presumptuous  in- 
truders on  their  vested  rights. 

After  the  usual  preliminaries  were  gone 
through,  an  endeavour  was  made  to  depict 
the  extremity  of  their  distress;  but  their 
spouting  was  of  that  order  that  the  re- 
porter, through  compassionate  feeling  for 
the  members  of  a  learned  profession,  from 
whom  something  chaste,  if  not  very  elo- 
quent, should  be  expected,  refrained  from 
publishiog  th^ir  ridiculous  rhodomontades. 
Four  resolutions  were  proposed,  and  for- 
mally  seconded.     The  first  expressive  of 
the  injustice  of  the  concluding  proviso  of 
the  81st  clause  of  the  New  Grand  Jury 
Bill  for  Ireland,  which  proviso  I  have  be- 
fore alluded  to.    The  second  embodies  the 
vague  and  defective  state  of  the  laws  hi- 
therto passed  for  the  regulation  of  the  me- 
dical charities  in  Ireland ;  that  the  claims 
of  the  objects  of  charily  have  not  been 
sufficiently  protected ;  and  that  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  may  tend  to  the 
establishment  of  a  system  more  adequate 
to  the  alleviation  of  the  wants  and  mi- 
scries  of  the  destitute  poor,  is  most  impe- 
ratively called  for.    The  third  maintains 
that  a  fair  and  competent  remuneration  is 
a  simple,  just,  and  natural  right,  and  at 
such  it  is  claimed  in  common  with  the 
other  liberal  professions  in  this  country. 
The  fourth  demands  the  attention  of  the 
professioi;!  at  large,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner  possible,  to  the  absolute  necessity  of 
union,  firmness,  and  active  co-operation. 
The  term  injustice,  in  the  first  resolution, 
flows  with  an  unbecoming  grace  from  the 
lips  of  gentlemen,  for  a  history  of  whose 
injustice  in   the   discharge  of  the  most 
momentous  duties,  I  have  only  to  refer  to 
the  reports  of  the  assistant  medical  com- 
missioners, and  delinquency  actually  cou- 
pled with    injustice;    when   we  call   to 
mind  that  the  perforniauce  of  those  duties 
was  left  to  their  honour,  and  the  dictates 
of  their  consciences,  commodities  so  ex- 
ceedingly elastic  on  this  occasion,  as  in 
some  other  cases,  that  they  can  be  stretched 
with  the  most  placid  composure  and  self- 
satisfaction,  to  any  desired  extent.     As  to 
the  second  resolution,  fortunate  would  it 
have   been  for  the  public  at  large,  and 
more  especially  for  the  distressed  appli- 
cants at  the  Irish  Medical  Charities,  bad 
laws  long  since  existe'd  sufliciently  strict 
to  have  enforced  the  observance  of  obliga- 
tions which  were  never  sincerely  entered 
upon,  and   have  been  so  grossly  violated 
in  most  instances ;  laws  which  would  have 
rendered  imperative  the  protection  of  the 
objects  of  charity,  whose  interests  from 
the  first  foundation  of  these  institutions, 
have  been  c'onsidercd  of  a  mere  secondary 
nature.      It  is  sufliciently  evident  tliat  no 
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system,  howoTer  valaable,  can  tend  to  the  munity  of  rights,  agrarian  diFision,  tai  li 
allc?iation  of  the  wants  and  miseries  of  the  pniprietv  of  an  equal  distribatioa  d  \'i 
the  poor,  whose  direction  and  chief  go-  property,  proTing  that  as  we  are  all  ban 
verument  are  left  to  the  option  and  caprice  alike,  no  one  had  a  right  to  have  mm 
of  i>er8on8  who  view  their  dispensary  property  than  his  neighbour.  Such  bciif 
duties  as  a  mere  formal  ruutiuo  to  save  his  laxity  of  principle,  it  is  only  equalled 
appearances,  and  as  drawbacks  on  their  by  his  inattention  to  the  duties  imponi 
ordinary  amusements.  The  third  resolu-  on  him,  and  his  laithlessoesa  to  the  ial^ 
tion  clearly  evinces  the  spirit  and  feelings  rests  of  liis  constituents.  That  such  a 
which  dictated  the  whole  procedure,  a  member  can  have  the  cfl'nmtery  to  deaaad 
dread,  in  fact,  of  the  privation  of  cmolu-  the  abolition  ol  a  clause  likely  to  introduce 
ments  which  they  arc  enjoying  at  the  ex-  a  salutary  improvement,  I  feel  satisfied, 
pense  of  the  destitute  and  aflflicted,  with-  and  even  advocate  the  welfare  and  utililj 
out  discharging  a  single  obligation,  and  of  the  Irish  medical  charities  under  thrir 
displays  the  resistance  to  any  measure,  present  professional  and  fiiocral  arrange- 
however  salutanr,  which  wiU  be  offered,  ments,  in  the  face  of  the  adverse  repofts 
should  it  interfere  with  their  depositing  published  by  the  assistant  medical  curn- 
thc  whole  proceeds  of  the  institution  in  missioners.  It  can  scarcely  appear  credi- 
their  own  exchequer.  In  the  fourth  we  ble  that  any  guvernment  will,  after  enact- 
have  an  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  pro.  ing  a  measure,  and  with  sufficient  reasoi, 
fession ;  an  endeavour  to  enlist  in  their  render  itself  a  puppet  in  the  hands,  god 
causc,union,i]rmness,andawtive  CO- opera-  repeal  their  edict  at  the  suggestioo  of, 
tion  ;  these  are  expressions  very  familiarly  a  partial  body,  without  affonling  time  to 
used,  and  well  understood  in  this  country  witness  its  operation.  Nothing  could,  ii 
to  mean  firm,  active,  and  co-operative  m^y  opinion,  tend  more  powerfullv  to  eita- 
combination — an  evil,  misguided  spirit,  blish  against  themselves  the  charge  of 
which  too  freely  oppos^cs  itself  to  all  legal-  hasty  legislation,  incapacity,  and  incoo- 
ised  measures,  and  has  intr4Miuced  some  of  sistency.  What  reasonable  allegation  cai 
its  most  devoted  partlzans  to  very  exalted,  they  advance  in  justification  of  the  de> 
but  not  very  honourable,  elevations.  A  mand  ?  From  all  the  infonnation  which 
committee  was  formed  of  dispensary  super-  has  been  acquired  at  so  great  a  labour  and 
intendents,  and  from  this  troubled  estuary  expense,  and  from  written  documents,  it 
will  flow  the  muddy  inundations  which  appears  irrevocably  establishe«l,  that  the 
threaten  to  deluge  the  Lords  and  Com-  Irish  dis))cnsaries  do  not,  neither  are  they 
mons.  On  the  whole,  we  have  in  this  de-  calculated,  to  advance  scientific  research, 
lightful  morccau  from  the  physicians  and  They  arc  of  no  public  utility ;  they  are 
surgeons  of  dispensaries,  an  acknowleiig.  not  meritorious  appendages  to'  any  official 
ment  of  error,  imperfection,  want  of  legal  functionaries;  and  as  at  present  con!^- 
mcasurcs  to  enforce  obedience,  nnd  avari-  tutcd,  can  in  justice  claim  nothing  from 
cious  acquisitiveness,  which  could  not  pro-  the  government  but  a  most  sweeping  and 
cecd  from  the  united  wisdom  of  any  similar  intrinsic  reform:  in  reality,  every  |iartj 
mcc'ing  in  the  universe.  A  letter  was  anxious  to  disown  a  collusion  withabuaes, 
read  from  Lord  Morpeth,  in  reply  to  some  must  fci-l  desirous  to  have  such  incuin- 
communieation  stating  that  the  clause  was  branees  erased.  Even  in  the  department 
introduced  at  the  instance  of  Irish  mem.  of  forensic  mciieinu  they  sccin  totally  in- 
bers  of  all  parties.      Hut,  as  if  consistency  operative. 

was  doomed  never  to  be  a  virtue  inherent  It  hn^  been  my  desire  to  avoid  en* 
in  the  bosom  of  an  Irish  senator,  dis-  croaehint^  unnecessarily  on  the  pages  of 
claimcrs  to  this  accusation  were  sent  by  your  very  valuable  journal.  I  shall,  m 
three  absent  members  of  parliaincnt,  who  Wiefly  as  jiossihle,  communicate  a  i-aiw, 
threw  the  whole  onus  on  the  Jfousc  of  selected  from  numerous  instances,  to  sup- 
Lords.  One  member  conde<«cendcd  to  at-  port  the  position  of  their  inutility  in  ilie 
tend  the  meeting,  who,  in  the  enjoyment  provinee  of  forensic  medicine,  which  I 
ofhisambitiouselevation,  was  complaisant  Lave  just  aiUnnccd.  A  person  received 
enough  to  nlumc  himself  on  heloni^ing  to  sume  injuries  from  the  brutal  usage  of 
the  medical  profi>ssion,  and  promised,  ns  a  nnotjier  iiiditidual,  for  the  alleviation  of 
pacificator,  to  introduce  a  bill  immediately  whieh,  after  the  customary  preliminary 
on  the  meeting  of  parliament,  to  get  this  visit  of  the  niedieal  superintendant  of  the 
clause  repealed,  to  whieh  they  (indulging  charity  to  the  applicant's  house,  he  was 
in  a  witticism)  have  applied  tlie  soubriquet  admitted  as  an  intern  hospital  patient, 
<*  obnoxious.''  To  be  inducted  a  member  of  nnd  trimted  according  to  the  routine  of 
parliament  in  this  distracte<l  country,  the  establishment.  The  matter  afterwards 
the  political  adventurer,  in  order  t(»  lay  became  the  sulijcct  of  legal  proceedings, 
claim  to  public  patronage  and  indi\i-  nnd  on  the  trial  the  surgctm  of  tlie  hos- 
dual  suffrage,  has  <n)ly  to  embark  as  a  pital  was  ealled  to  give  evidence  as  t«i  the 
public  brawler,  moke  speeches  about  com-  nature  of  the  injuries,  the  effects  that  re- 
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)in  them,  with  other  information  bronght  ap^ainst  their  conduct  on  that  oc- 

)  throw  light  on  the  case:    the  casion.    About  150  students  were  present. 

'  the  injuries  could  not  be  elicited,  Mr.  Blackburn  was  called  to  the  chair. 

I  the  results  be  ascertained  from  The  Chairman  explained  the  object  of 

nination  :  all  appeared  wrapped  the  meeting,  and  urged  the  importance  of 

>st  profound  mystery:   he  prerari-  proceeding  steadily,  and  with  good  tem- 

td  the  assistant  barrister  who  pre-  per,  to  business.     He  recommended,  also, 

nimadverted  sharply  and    indig-  that  time  should  not  be  lost ;  and  in  order 

n  the  professional  evidence,  ond  to  set  an   example  of  needful  dispatch, 

1  considerable  surprise  at  its  utter  called  on  Mr.  Tweedie  to  bring  forward 

to  assist  in  fomi'arding  the  inves-  the  first  resolution. 

of  what  to  all  appeared  a  very  Mr.  Tweedie  complained  in  severe  terms 
1  simple  case.  Some  other  strange  of  the  conduct  of  the  door-keepers  and 
features  which  presented  them-  others  at  St  Thomas's.  On  Friday  last 
uring  the  examination,  induced  two  operations  for  lithotomy  were  to  have 
iry  into  the  treatment  adopted,  been  performed  at  that  hospital,  and  a 
cr  the  detail  of  some  exceedingly  large  concourse  of  students  were  collect- 
measures,  it  appeared  the  remedy  ing  to  witness  them.  Several  gentlemen 
I  chief  reliance  was  plnccd,  and  from  Guy's,  in  accordance  with  their  usual 
edy  considered  of  most  vital  im-  custom,  presented  themselves  for  admis- 
,wasthe  suspension  of  a  blistering  sion  :  and  having  upon  former  occasions 
t  the  head  of  the  patient's  bed,  as  sustained  inconvenience  from  the  incivility 
devil  to  frighten  away  disease  of  the  porters,  took  care  to  be  provided 
uld  not  be  comprehended.  The  with  their  cards  of  admission.  Two  of 
^ene  drew  forth  the  censure  of  ihe  dressers  from  Guy's  were  proceeding 
djury;  so  shameful  an  exposure  to  their  proper  seats,  having  shewn  their 
ce,  which  never  had  a  precedent,  tickets,  when  they  were  rudely  assaulted 
ly  impressed  the  hearers  with  a  by  two  menials  stationed  within  the  the- 
conviction  that  the  practice  of  aire.  This  sort  of  treatment  being  resisted, 
men  was  a  tissue  of  perfect  hum-  a  disturbance  took  place.  The  students  at 
nd  thus  was  odium  drawn  not  the  outer  door,  imagining  that  personal 
the  gentleman  who  flourished  so  violence  was  being  inflicted  on  their  friends 
ly  before  a  court  and  jury,  but  on  within,  burst  open  the  door,  and  rushed 
!Ssion  at  large.  We  have  heard  of  to  their  rescue.  Sueh  was  the  ground  for 
ind  amulets, spells  or  incantations,  an  unjust  charge  of  assault  which  had 
of  every  description  of  humbug  been  brought  against  the  two  gentlemen 
;kery,  likely  to  ))lease  the  fancies,  already  mentioned ;  and  a  third,  who  was 
tite  on  the  eredulitv  of  the  public,  not  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  was 
treatment  in  an  hospital  in  the  summoned  for  breaking  down  the  door, 
th  century,  with  ample  funds  to  No  difficulty,  however,  would  be  found  in 
its  interests  in  every  department,  rebutting  the  charge,  and  demonstrating 
s  all.  that  the  whole  disturbance  originated  in 

HiDERNUs.  the  conduct  of  those  who  had  now  the 

14,  1836.  audacity  to  add  false  accusations  to  their 

gross  violence.    Mr,  Tweedie  concluded  by 
moving — 

RBANCE  AT  ST.  THOMAS'S  "  That  the  students  of  Guy's  Hospital 

HOSPITAI  having  understood  that  certain  charges, 

arising  out  of  the  recent  disturbance  in 

EETiNG  OF  guy's  STUDENTS.  the   Operating   theatre  of   St.  Thomas's 

j,T          r,            J    .^\  Hospital,    are    brought  against   Messrs. 

(FramaCarrespondeni*.)  Mosgrove,     Lingwoo5,    and    Carrington, 

« three  of  their  fellow  students,   and  be- 

j             .      1    *           A'        r^i-  lieving  these  charges  to  be  without  foun- 

.day  evening  last  a  meetiiig  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  combine  for  the  purpose 

**^^'"^^  Hospital  was  held,  at  of  investigating  the  evidence  and  lading 

^  Tuns  Tavern,  Borough  for  he  u  before  a  prefer  tribunal."   Seconded  by 

of  taking  into  consideration  the  ^^  Tamplin,^d  carried  unanimously.  ^ 

an«^  connected  with  the  distur-  ^r.  G^lei,  in  submitting  to  the  meet- 

*"?  cX^  P^""?  ?J   ^^!  operating  ^       ^he  next  resolution,  considered  this  as 

'/^•?^  Thomas's  HospiUl,  on  Fn-  ^  ;^„^,^i^„  ^^^  affecting  one  or  two  pu- 

16th,  and  of  adopting  such  mea-  ^{    ^ut  the  school  at  large;  «pon  which 

rfiould  seem  necessary  to  vindicate  ^  .^j          ^f  misconduct  hid  bein  leTelled 

res  and  friends  from  the  charges  ^y  some  of  the  officers  of  St  Thomas'i 

Ave  taken  Icare  to  condence  conoidera-  Hospital ;  for  from  the  moment  that  the 

port  ofour  correapondent.— i-i>.GAz.  pupils  of  St.  Thomas's  bad  been  desired^ 
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by  Mr.  South,  to  separate  tbemsclreR  from 
tfic  pupils  of  Guy's,  it  was  clear  that  the 
imputation  was  cast  upon  the  whole,  and 
the  odium  of  misbehaviour  (if  anv)  was 
attempted  to  be  removed  from  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  few  to  be  affixed  to  the  body 
of  the  school  at  large.  He  could  uot  help 
expressing  his  surprise  also  at  the  uncere- 
monious rejection  which  one  of  the  ac- 
cused gentlemen  experienced,  when  he 
after\*'ards  went  over  to  the  steward  of 
St.  Thomas's,  with  an  anxious  desire  to 
afford  such  explanation  on  bis  part  as 
should  efiect  an  amicable  and  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  what  had  occurred.  He 
would  add,  that  no  three  gentlemen  could 
probably  have  been  selected  from  the 
school  of  Guy's  Hospital,  upon  whom  the 
imputation  intended  to  be  conveyed  could 
ha\e  been  framed  with  greater  ;;/im^/(UM'« 
evidence  of  its  untruth  ;  for  they  "were 
each  distinguished  in  the  school  for  his 
general  propriety  and  demeanour. 

Mr.  Gascleeet)ncludt'd  by  proposing  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  also  car- 
ried unanimously : — 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
the  first  resolution,  a  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  King,  Tweedie,  and  Black, 
bum,  be  appointed,  to  collect  the  evidence 
and  prepare  the  defence;  and  that  all 
those  who  can  furnish  any  information  be 
urgently  reiiuested  to  place  themselves 
immediately  in  connexion  with  this  Com- 
mittee.'' 

The  meeting  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee,  at  the  chairman's  sugs^estion. 
Those  who  had  evidence  to  offer  were  to 
remain  in  the  room,  the  rest  retiring  in 
good  order  and  harmony ;  and  the  Com- 
mittce,  aided  by  their  Solicitor  (Mr. 
Pcile),  were  engaged  up  to  a  late  hour  in 
examining  the  evideuce. 


PROTEST  OF  THE  ST.  THOHAS*S 
STUDENTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medicul  Gaztttt, 

Sir, 

The  particulars  of  a  disturbance  wbiA 
occurred  in  the  operating  the.tre  of  Sl 
Thomas's  Hospital,  on  Friday  last,  baft 
been  circulated  in  the  daily  papers. 

The  surgical  pupils  of  that  institodoa 
have  expressed  to  their  medical  teacben 
their  indignation  at  the  gross  miscoDdoet 
exhibited  to  strangers  then  pmenL 

Wc  are  now  dt-sirous,  tbrongh  the  me- 
dium of  your  journal,  to  give  publicity  lo 
that  declaration  of  our  feelings,  and  coii» 
vey  to  you,  thus  briefly,  the  expression  of 
our  abhorrence  of  such  proceedings,  aad 
our  conviction  that  they  are  alike  discredi- 
table  to  the  character  of  the  individuals 
concerned,  and  derogatory  to  that  of  a 
liberal  profession. — Wc  arc,  sir, 

Your  obedient  serrants. 

[Between  fifty  and  sixty  siguatnres.] 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  TNION   HALL. 

On  Wednesday,  the  circumstances  of 
the  disturbance  were  brought  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  magistrates  of  Unioa 
Hall  Police-office,  when,  charge  and 
counter  charge  being  heard,  the  affair  ter> 
minaied  for  the  present  by  the  three 
students  of  Guy's,  Messrs.  Lingwood, 
Carrington,  and  Mo<.grovc,  being  held 
to  bail  to  answer  a  prosecution  by  indict* 
ment  at  the  ensuing  Quarter  Sessions. 
Mr.  .Jeremy  considered  some  points  in- 
volved in  tlie  case  to  be  of  too  intricate  a 
nature  to  allow  him  to  dispose  of  the  mat- 
ter summarily. 


LIST  OF  MEDICIxXES, 

THE  NAMES  OF  WHICH  ARE  CHANGED  IN  THE  NEW  PHARMACOPCEIA. 


NOMINA    PRIOaA. 

Acidum  acctieum  dilutum. 

niuriaticum. 

Ammonia;  murias. 

subcarbonas. 

Antimonii  sulpliuretum. 

" sulphuretum  praecipitatnm, 

Antimonium  tartarizatum. 
Arsenicum  album. 
Hismuthi  subnitras. 
Calcis  murias. 
Ceratum  simplex. 
Confectio  amygdalarum. 
Confcctio  aurantiorum. 

scammoueo?. 

Cuprum  ammoniatum.    • 


NOMINA   NOVA. 

Acetum  destillatum. 
Acidum  hydnK'hloricum. 
Ammonis  hvdrochloras. 

■ sesquicarbonas. 

Antimonii  sesquisulphuretum. 

oxysulphuretum. 

potassio-tartras. 

Acidum  arseniosum. 
Hismuthi  trisnitras. 
Calcii  chloridum. 
Ceratum. 

Confectio  amygdalae. 
Confectio  aurantii. 

scammonii. 

Cupri  ammonio-sulphas. 
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NOMINA  PRIORA. 

am  cinchonas. 

—  lichenis. 

—  sarsaparillse. 

—  sarsaparillse  compositnm. 
itrom  picis  compositum. 
tnm  cinchonse. 

opii. 

iibcarbunas. 

I  amnioniattiDi. 

tartarizatum. 

"gjri  ox>dum  cinereum. 

oxydum  rubrum. 

oxvmurias. 

submurias. 

sulphuretum  nip^m. 

—  sulphuretum  rubrum. 

pnecipitatum  album. 

n  caryophyllonim. 

ntum  aminoiiiaB  fortiufi. 

ammonia?  subcarbonatis 

hydrarjj^ri, 

saponis  compositum. 

ammonia;  subcarbonatis. 
arsenicalis. 

calcis  muriatis. 
cupri  ammoniati. 
hydrargyri  oxymuriatis. 
piumbi  subacctatis. 
potassae  s^nbcarbonatis. 
tiae  subcarbonas. 
i  amy^^dalarum. 
^o  acacia?. 

—  amyli. 
pnles^ii. 

tcrebinthinae  rectificatum. 
1  simplex. 

hydrar^yri  submuriatis  composita?. 
saponis  cum  epic. 

oxydum  semivitrcum. 

subcarbonas. 

fusa. 
?  carb(mas. 

subcarbonas. 

supertartras. 

sulphurrtum. 
eintimonialis. 
arbonas. 
auriaf. 
ubboras. 
ubcarbonas. 
irtarizata. 
s  camphora?. 

lavandulai  compositns. 

pulegii. 
s  aurantiorum. 

sar8a))arillaB. 

simplex, 
"a  ferri  ammoniati. 

—  ferri  muriatis. 

—  Rhei  composita. 

—  senna?  composita. 
antimonii  tartan zati. 
itum  elemi  compositum. 

hydrargyri  pnecipitati  albi. 


NOMINA  NOT  A. 

Decoctum  cinchonas  cordifolia*. 
cetrariae. 


sarzae. 

sarzas  compositum. 


Emplastrum  picis. 

Extractum  cinchonaB  cordifoliad. 

opii  puriiicatum. 

Ferri  sesquioxyaum. 
ammoniochloridum. 

-  potassio-iartras. 
Hydrargyri  oxydum. 
> binoxydum. 

I  bichloridum. 

— — ^ —  chloridum. 

. sulphuretum  cum  sulphure. 

bisulphuretum. 

ammonio  chloridum. 

Infusum  caryophylli. 
Linimentum  ammoniae. 

ammonia?  sesquicarbonatis. 

• hydrargyri  compositum. 

—  saponis. 

Liquor  ammonias  sesquicarbonatis. 

potassae  arsenitis. 

calcii  chloridi. 

cupri  ammonio-snlphatis. 

^  hydrargyri  bichloridi. 

piumbi  diacetatis. 

—  potassae  carbonatis. 

Magnesia}  carbonas. 
Mistura  amygdalae. 

acaciae.    • 

Decoctum  amyli. 
Oleum  menihae  pulegii. 

terebinthinae  porificatum. 

Oxymel. 

Pilulae  hydrargyri  chloridi  composita?. 

saponis  compositae. 

Piumbi  oxydum. 

■  carbonas. 

Potassae  hydras. 

-  bicarbonas. 
— —    carbonas. 

bitartras. 

Potassii  sulphuretum. 
Pulvis  antimonii  compositus. 
Sodae  sesquicarbonas. 
Sodii  chloridum. 

Sods  biboras. 

carbonas. 

-  —  potassio-tartras. 
Tinctura  camphorae. 

lavandulse  composita. 

Spiritus  menthse  pulegii. 
Syrupus  aurantii. 

sarzae. 

Syrupus. 

Tinctura  ferri  ammonio-chloridi. 
•  ferri  sesquichloridi. 
rhei. 


sennae. 


Vinum  antimonii  potassio-tartratis. 

Unguentum  elemi. 

— > hydrargyri  ammonio- chloridi. 
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OUTRAGE   AT  APOTHECARIES' 

HALL. 

We  regret  very  much  to  state,  that  an 
outrage  of  the  most  violent  and  disgrace- 
ful nature  took  place  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, at  Apothecaries*  Hall.  A  gentleman 
had  been  examined;  and  having  answered 
the  questions  put  to  him  in  a  manner 
which  induced  the  Court  to  decline  giving 
him  a  license,  he  took  from  his  pocket 
one  of  those  instruments  loaded  with  lead 
which  are  called  "  life  preservers,"  and 
attacked  those  present  in  the  most  violent 
manner.  Mr.  Ilardy  was  knocked  down 
and  dangerously  wounded,  by  a  blow  on 
the  head;  Mr.  Estc  and  Mr.  Merriman 
severely  wounded  on  the  face  and  temple. 
Mr.  Taggartalso  received  a  slight  blow  on 
the  head.  The  assailant  was  then  mas- 
tered, and  given  in  charge  to  the  police. 
He  was  yesterday  examined,  and  com- 
mitted to  stand  his  triaL  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  either  insanity  or  intoxication 
can  be  pleaded  in  excuse  of  this  most  out- 
rageous proceeding. 

There  were  above  twenty  students  wait- 
ing to  be  examined :  they  conducted  them- 
selves in  the  most  becoming  manner,  and 
the  examinations  were  postponed  till  last 
night. 

A  writer,  only  in  our  last  number, asked 
for  the  fruits  of  the  "  Qrown  and  Anchor 
Meeting"  of  last  season  :  let  him  behold  a 
snceimen  of  the  consequences  of  that  and 
the  other  systematic  attempts  of  our  con- 
temporary to  incense  the  students  against 
the  Worsliipfiil  Society. 

INJURIOUS    EFFECTS    OF 
«  WAK  LEY'S  ACT." 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

I  BEo  leave  to  send  you  the  following  case, 
as  another  illustration  of  the  defective 
working  of  the  act  lately  passed  for  the 
remuneration  of  medical  men  called  to  at- 
tend at  coroners'  inquests. 

On  Tuesday  morning  last,  at  about  two 
o'clock  A.M.,  a  man  was  found  apparently 
dead  on  a  wharf  near  the  City  Road.  I 
was  called  to  attend  between  four  and  five 
o'clock,  and  on  my  arrival  ascertained 
that  life  was  extinct.  No  opini<m  could 
be  formed  as  to  the  cause  of  death  ;  but  he 
was  known  to  have  been  intoxicated  on 
the  previous  night.  The  body  was  re 
moved  to  the  Islington  Workhouse,  where 
a  post  mortem  examination  was  perfonned, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  roan  had  died  o\ 
apoplexy,  without  ni])turc  as  it  appeared 
of  any  considerable  vessel,  and  probably 
induced  by  excessive  drinking,  as  the  sto- 


mach contained  a  quantity  of  gin.  1,ol 
coarse,  expected  to  be  soBimoDed  to  tki 
inquest;  but  it  took  place  without  tij 
meidical  evidence  being  required,  andAi 
jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of— ^  Dili  4 
excessive  drinking,"  on  the  evidence  of 
two  or  three  bargemen. 

1'he  objection  to  the  production  of  im- 
dical  evid(pnce  was  founded  on  the  neees- 
sity  of  paying  the  medical  witness,  accord- 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  act.  Now 
I  need  not  argue  for  one  moment  on  the 
necessity  of  medical  evidence  in  caMs  of 
suspicious  death;  and  can  only  declare 
that  I  am  ready,  gratuitously,  at  all  timrs 
to  investigate  such  cases  for  the  farther- 
anee  of  the  ends  of  justice,  science,  awi 
humanity,  and  heartily  desire  to  see  t 
speedy  repeal  of  an  act  which,  tbna/^ 
good  in  itself,  thus  enables  the  coroner  to 
defeat  these  admirable  purposes. 

I  remain,  sir, 
Yoor  constant  reader, 

RoBEAT  H.  Sexpu. 

lallngtoD,  Dec.  23. 1836. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  MoRTALrrr,  Dee.  20,  1836t 

Abrreiis          •        •  A 

Age  ;ind  DeMlity  .  80 

Apoplexy.      •        •  1 

Asthina         •        .  10 

CliUdltlrth     .        .  3 

Cor.Humption        .  42 

ConvuNlon*         .  19 

Croup    ...  I 
Dentition  orTcetliin^  fi 

Dropsy          .        ,  18 

Dropsy  ill  the  Brain  7 

I>yi«'  ntery     .        .  1 

FpUepsy       .         .  1 

Ftvcr     ...  6 

Fever,  Scarlet      .  6 

Oout      ...  2 

Hernia  ...  I 

Iloopini;  Cough    .  ff 

Inflammation        .  24 


BoTreU  Ac  Ston-'Kh 

Rraln 

Lungs  and  Pleaia 
InnanitT  •  . 
Liwr,  diaeased  • 
MeaMlea  •  • 
MortificatioD 
Paralyais  •  • 
Rlieumatl«m  • 
Sroall-poz  •  • 
Sore   Throat    aod 

Quintey  .  . 
Stricture  •  • 
Thrush 

Tumor  .        • 

Unknown  Cansca 

Caaualtles 
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Thurnday .  \'t 
Friday  .  .  Ifi 
Saturday  .  17 
Sunday  .  .  18 
Bfonday .  .  19 
Tueiiday .  .  20 
\VedueKdoy21 


from  .^2  to  40 


2y 

2.M 
41 
41 
88 
34 


43 
47 
53 

:>o 

4ft 
45 


29*80  to  »:« 

29-S9  »^ 

2999  29« 

29-98  »m 

S0-(i6  »U 

30^  J0*I7 

80-15  lO-lf 


Prevailint;  winds,  S.W. 

Generally  cloudy,  except  the  15th  ud  Ittk* 
with  rain  at  times. 
Rain  fallen,  -2125  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  AoAMf. 

Erratim. —  In  Mr.  Lonsdmle's  paper, 
last  week,  page  40«5,  second  column,  dcv 
the  middle,/or  "  external  recti," rwtf  "in- 
ternal recti." 

Wi  kSOM  &  SoK ,  Printer*,  57,SklDner^4M.  LofidH. 
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LECTURES  accoucheur  may  assure  himself,  partly  rely- 

.^^  on  the  statement  of  his  patient,andpart- 
oy  ly  on  certain  doubtful  appearances  which 

*,^»«^mTc«^    «»r^TXT^TiiTc<  acquire  some  value  in  connexion  with  colla- 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;         teil  testimony,  that  there  is  reason  to  be- 

c  L    I  -/•  TLT  J-  •        lic'^e  a  woman  pregnant,  within  the  first 
Deitvertd  at  th«  Aldengate  School  of  Medtcme,    ^^^  months  after  avowed  intercourse ;  but 

no  such  fl^und  of  belief  can  be  assumed  by 

Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  ^g  medical  jurist :  he  can  only  rely  on 

^__^  ocular,  tangible,  or  audible  signs ;  and  of 

""~*  these,   perhaps,  there   Is  only  one  that 

T-r<rTTttie  XIV  can  be  available  at  so  early  a  period ;  I 

AiBCTUHB  AIT.  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  marked  appearance  of  the 

Stgnt  of  Pregnancy  further  conndered^Com-     areola— that  is,  when  it  is  marked.    The 
pUaUiont  of  Pregnancy-^Dropty^Ovarian    sign  is  by  no  means  invariably  met  with 
tuman—Molet  and  hydatidt^Extrauterine    in  pregnancy ;  but  when  it  does  present 
Pr^naney—CoMi  rf  fallopian    and  inltr-    iUelf,  it  affords  a  high  degree  of  probable 
tritioipiv^naney — PoUmortem  gign*  ofpreg-    evidence.    Towards  the  end  of  the  second 
nancy  and    conception  —  Corpora  ItUea  —     month,    the   turgescence    of   the  nipple. 
Medico-legal  quetlumt^Croundt  on  which    and  the  development  of  the  little  glandu- 
tke  gravidstate  may  be  negatived — Pregnancy    lar  follicles,  are  principally  to  be  observed, 
wiihmt  eoniciousness,  how  far  admissible —     although    the    characteristic    change    of 
PruMsian  law^R^jionsibility  if  women  in    colour  is  not  yet   very  distinct.     "  The 
the  pregnant  state.  colour,  at  this   period,''  savs  Dr.  Mont- 

gomery, "  is  in  general  little  more  than  a 
Iir  my  last  lecture,  I  gave  a  summary  ac-  deeper  shade  of  rose  or  flesh  colour,  slightly 
count  of  the  signs  of  uterine  pregnancy,  tinged  with  a  yellowish  or  brownish  hue." 
and  confined  myself  chiefly  to  a  notice  of  The  examination  of  the  breasts,  even  at 
thoae  which  seemed  more  or  less  worthy  of  this  early  period,  may  exhibit  more  signs 
eonfidence,  and  most  likely  to  serve  the  pur-  than  might  immediatelv  be  expected.  The 
poae  of  the  medical  jurist.  It  may  be  gentleman  just  qnotea  relates  the  case  of 
viefbl  to  recapitulate  those  signs :  not,  a  girl  who  bad  incurred  the  risk  of  preg- 
hoverer,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  nancy,  but  contrived  to  lull  suspicion,  for 
already  been  stated,  but  in  one  suggested  a  time,  bv  staining  her  linen 'at  the  usual 
fcj  a  view  to  the  requisites  of  practice ;  menstrual  periods.  Dr.  Montgomery  vi- 
for  it  sbonld  be  kept  in  mind,  that  a  prin-  $'Aed  her  during  the  third  month,  and 
cipal  point  expected  to  be  determined  by  found  the  areolaa  so  distinct,  and  exhibit- 
tbe  medico-legal  referee,  is  not  only  whe-  ing  their  proper  characters  so  perfectly, 
tber  prep^ncy  exists,  but  how  long  it  may  that  he  was  persuaded  of  her  pregnancy. 
have  existed.  What,  then,  are  the  signs  But  perceiving,  moreover,  that  the  breasts 
which  may  be  observed  during  the  sue-  were  marked  with  those  silvery  lines  ob- 
eeasive  stages  of  nteroj^estation  ?  servable  on  parts  previously  much  dis- 

lirtt  thne  months.-^To  sav  that  we  can  tended,  he  told  her  his  opinion,  that  she 
have  even  oguiiweai  sip:tts  of  pregnancy  in  was  thsn  •  with  child,  and,  further,  that 
the  liTiiig  female,  donng  the  first  two  or  she  had  certainly  been  so  before.  She 
tiuee  months,  were  almost  too  strong  an  was  so  comnlctefy  taken  by  surprise  that 
aaMrtion  in  forensic  medicine.  It  is  possi.  she  confessed  the  fact,  and  added  that  she 
hk^  indeed,  tbat,  in  midwifery  praetice,ftn    had  suffered  much  from  distension  of  the 
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breasts,  during  the  pregnant  state,  two  negative  the  possibilitj  of  the  picgiHBt 

years  previously.  state. 

Fourth  andjifih  months, — There  is  a  pos-  La$t  three  mom^.^Unless  there  he  mm 
sibility  of  the  moTement  of  the  fcetas  be-  remarkable  com  plications  in  the  case,  tbe 
ing  perceived  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  pn^ofs  during  the  seventh, eighth, and  niith 
month.  But  when  we  recollect  how  many  months,  are  comparatively  easy.  All  tboit 
circumstances  may  tend  to  deceive  us,  no  already  mentioned,  except  the  ballottewtewi, 
great  expectations  can  be  entertained  on  ought  to  be  more  or  less  ascertainable, 
that  head.  If  the  female  has  a  motive  to  I  shall  illustrate  these  remarks  by  oar- 
feign  pregnancy,  she  can  readily  puzzle  rating  to  you  some  particulars  of  a  Freud 
her  examiner  by  spasmodic  contractions  or  report,  which  I  find  in  a  recent  medico- 
twitches  of  the  muscles  under  his  hand,  legal  work.  These  official  reports,  by  the 
This  sign,  in  fact,  can  only  be  properly  oh-  way,  which  are  prepared  for  the  tribnmU 
served  when  the  woman  is  perfectly  qui-  in  France,  are,  many  of  them,  as  I  hare 
escent,  or  at  least  indifferent  as  to  the  re-  already  observed,  well  calculated  to  ia. 
suit  of  the  inquiry ;  and  such  is  not  a  very  struct.  They  show  the  order  in  which 
likely  case  to  occur  in  medico- legal  prac-  the  several  circumstances  deemed  most  ia- 
tice.  The  stethoscope  may,  about  this  portant  are  usually  observed  in  practice, 
time,  distinguish  the  placental  bruitf  and,  The  person  examined  in  this  instance 
according  to  some  observers,  the  pulsa-  was  a  young  widow,  eighteen  years  of 
tions  of  tne  foetal  heart  also  can  be  heard,  age.  Her  husband  had  been  dead  for 
If  these  latter  indications  are  observable,  two  months,  and  it  was  said  she  wis 
and  that  satisfactorily,  the  point  is  settled,  enceinte.  The  medical  jurists,  to  whom  the 
But,  for  reasons  already  stated,  we  must  personal  inspection  was  committed,  made 
not  be  too  sanguine  in  expecting,  so  soon,  their  external  observations,  of  course,  fint, 
80  high  a  degree  of  evidence.  and  they  particularly  noted  the  enlarge- 

Tbe  areola  by  this  time  has  undergone  ment  of  the  breasts,  and  the  appearance  of 

afurther  degree  of  development,  rendering  milk  in  them;  also,  the  enlargement  of 

those    characters  just  now  described  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  projection  of  the  na- 

every    way   more    distinct.      The    dark-  vel.   They  then  proceed  to  say, — **  Having 

coloured  disk  or  circle,  having  a  diameter  requested  Madame  G.  to  stanid  no,  leaning 

of  above  an  inch,  around  the  nipple,  and  against  a  piece  of  furniture,  with  her  Itfi 

varying  in  the  intensity  of  its  hue,  accord,  a  little  a])art,  the  forefinger  of  the  right 

ing  to  the  complexion  of  the  party,  has  hand  was    introduced    into    the    vaginB, 

nearly  attained  perfection ;  and  the  nipple  whilst  the  left  pressed  externally  on  the 

itself,  together  with  the  integument  im-  abdomen.      We  found  that  the  nterus  wis 

mediately  around  its  base,  are  pullulent  much  augmented  in  volume,  and  that  it 

with  turgid  glandular  follicles.  The  mois-  reached  as  high  as  the  navel ;  its  neck  wis 

ture,  too,  of  the  parts  is  to  be  noticed.  turned  upwards  and  backwards;  and  the 

Sixth  month. — As  the  duration  of  prcg-  hallottement  left  no  doubt  of  the  presence  of 
nancyadvances,theproofsaccumulate.  The  a  moveable  body  in  the  womb.  Theste- 
areola,  if  such  sign  have  made  its  appearance  thoscope  being  applied  in  the  space  be- 
at all,  is  by  this  time  perfect.  The  en*  tween  the  umbilicus  and  the  crural  arch 
largemcnt  of  the  abdomen,  provided  it  be  on  the  left  side,  enabled  us  to  hear  pulsa- 
found  symmetrical,  with  an  alteration  in  tions  double  as  quick  as  those  which  were 
the  navel,  becomes  a  sigpi  presumptive  to*  perceptible  in  other  parts  of  the  abdomen, 
wards  the  fifth  or  sixth  month.  The  aus-  From  these  obscrrations,  we  conclude  that 
cultatory  method  of  observation  may  now  Madame  G.  is  in  the  sixth  month  of  preg- 
be  applied  with  more  chance  of  success,  nancy,  or  thereabouts." 
By  the  sixth  month,  the  double  pulsations  Other  supposed  ii^ns. — In  closing  this  ac- 
of  the  foetus  will  very  probably  be  heard,  count  of  the  signs  of  uterine  pregnancy, 
provided  the  child  be  alive,  and  not  in-  I  ought  to  mention  that  1  have  omitted  a 
opportunely  located.  The  touch  will  now  multitude  of  others,  purely  because  they 
most  likely  indicate  the  change  of  form  were  not  suited  to  the  purposes  of  the 
of  the  cervix  uteri;  and  the  ballottement,  medical  jurist.  The  state  of  the  pvhe 
or  passive  motion  of  the  child,  may  be  dis-  during  pregnancy,  though  it  has  the 
tinctly  felt.  Possibly  the  active  movement  prestige  of  antiquity  about  it,  being  as 
of  the  foetus  may  also  be  satisfactorily  per-  old,  indeed,  as  the  time  of  Galen, 
ceived  by  the  application  of  the  hand  to  need  not  delay  us :  nor  should  I  occupy 
the  abdomen.  Should  we  be  fortunate  your  time  very  profitably  with  an  account 
enough  to  gather  all  these  proofs,  we  may,  of  the  blood  in  pregnant  females.  A  word 
without  hesitation,  pronounce  positively  or  two,  however,  may  be  devoted  to  the 
for  the  pregnancy.  But  fallinf^  short  of  subject  of  the  urine  in  pregnancy.  Sa- 
such  an  amount,  or  even  though  they  be  vonarola,  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
almost  all  absent,  we  had  need  to  be  fifteenth  century,  described  a  certain 
guarded :  we  most  still  take  care  not  to  cloudiness  which  he  said  he  noticed  in  the 
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nirhie  of  pre^^nant  women;    and  Foder6  nature.    It  Is  curious  that  the  same  pro. 

thought  the  oDAerration  worthy  of  note,  as  cess  took  place  in  her  next  pregnancy :  the 

he  said  he  had  veri6ed  its  accuracy.    But  foetus  w:s  blighted  about  the  same  period, 

M.  Nauch^  still  more    recently   informs  and  \et  was  retained  during  the  natural 

us,   that  if  the  urine  of  a  pregnant  wo-  length  of  preg^nancy.     In   such  doubtful 

man    be    allowed  to  stand  for  thirty  or  ca^es  the  most  prudent  plan  is  to  a?oid 

forty   hours,  it   deposits  a  white,    flaky,  giving  a  decisive  opinion,  and,  if  pushed 

pnlvenilent,  grumous  matter,  which  proves  hard,  to  state  the  impos8ibilit|r  of  doing 

to  be  caseum,  or  the  same  kind  of  substance  so.'' 

which  is  Airmed  in   the   breasts   during  Suppose  we  have  reason  to  believe  the 

pregnancy.  My  able  colleague,  Mr.  Pereira,  female  pregnant,  but  have  our  doubts  as 

has  investigated  the  subject,  so  as  in  a  to  the  life  of  the  fuetus,  how  may  those 

great  measure  to  set  the  question  at  rest  doubts  be  removed  ?    The  sig^ns  by  which 

He  has  found  *<  caseum  or  coagulated  aU  it  is  commonly  judged  that  the  foetus  has 

bumen"  in  the  urine  of  women  far  ad-  died  during    gestation    are    those  expe- 

vaDced  in  pregnancy,  but  not  invariably  in  rienced  by  the  mother  herself.     She  is 

that  voided  during  the  early  months.    He  said  to  have  the  sensation  of  a  weight,  or 

refers  also  to  Graelin's  Uandbuchy  where  of  a  foreign  body  lying  loosely  in  the  ab' 

it    is  mentioned,    on    the    authority    of  domen.     When  she  rises  from  her  chair, 

Caballe,  that  caseum  has  been  found  in  when  she  turns  in  bed,  stoops,  or  in  any 

the  nrine  of  a  healthy  young  widow;  and  way  changes  her  posture,  she  feels  the 

on  the  authority  of  Wurzer,  that  it  has  rolling  about  of  this  weight, 

been  detected  in   the   urine    of   a  man  These  sensations,  however,  are    of  no 

whose  breasts  were  previously  swollen.  great  importance   to   the  medical  jurist, 

.     •        /•  D  ^^^  scarcely  so  even  to  the  obstetrician.    A 

Complicationt  if  Prtgnaney.  nervous  sensitive  mother  is  very  apt  to  be 

I  have  said  that  there  may  be  complica-  mistaken.      She    feels    great  uneasiness, 

tions  of  pregnancy,  such  as  to  interfere  loss  of  appetite,  has  a  bad  taste  in  the 

materially  with  our  diagnosis.     Some  of  mouth,   is    pale,  and   has    a    livid   ring 

these  must  be  specially  noticed.  round  the  eyes;     her  breasts  are  flaccid. 

Death  of  the  fcrttu.-^The  foetus  may  be  the  cervix  uteri  is  relaxed,  foetid  mucus 

dead :  how  may  this  operate  in  obscuring  tinged  with  blood  is  discharged  from  the 

ovr  indications }    In  the  first  place,  sup-  vagina,  and  there  is  a  distinct  feeling  of 

pose  the  child  to  die  in  the  second  or  third  cold  in  the  lower  part  of  the  vagina. 

month,  it   is    obvious  that  enlargement  Even  these  signs  are  extremely  falla- 

of  the  abdomen  cannot  be  expectea  to  be  cious, — the  last  particularly  so ;   it  cannot 

prerent.     Nor  can  we,  of  course,  appre-  but  be  the  pure  efl*ect  of  fancy,  for  the 

ciate  several  of  those  signs  by  which  we  putridity  affecting  the  foetus  should  rather 

shoald  otherwise  be  enabled  to  say  how  increase  the  heat  above  that  of  the  sur- 

far  the  pregnancy  had  advanced.  rounding  parts. 

It  happens  not  unfrequentlv  that  the  em-  Is  there,  then,  no  sign  on  which  the 

bryo  dies,  and  yet  is  not  expelled  as  anabor-  medical  jurist  can  place  reliance  ?    Fortu- 

tioo,  but  retained  till  the  ordinary  time  of  nateiy   the  methoa  of  auscultation   here 

delivery.    There  is  an  interesting  case  in  comes  to  his  aid,  which  enables  him  either 

Dr,  Gooch's    book,  which  will  at  once  to  say  distinctly  that  the  child  is  alive,  or, 

serve  to  illustrate  the  difficulty,  and  to  upon  a  comparison  of  observations,  that 

point  out  the  conduct  which  It  is  most  there  is  a  strong  presumption  that  it  is 

fitting  to  adopt  under  the  circumstances,  dead. 

"A  lady,  after,  the  usual  symptoms  of  Dr.  Evory  Kennedy  gives  a  case  in  point 
pregnancy  for  four  months,  had  a  slow  —peculiarly  applicable  to  our  present  pur- 
fasamorrhage  for  many  days.  No  ovum  pose.  **  It  may  to  the  medical  jurist  become 
came  away;  the  haemorrhage  stopped;  but  a  matter  of  much  importance,  to  arrive 
though  her  abdomen  was  enlarged,  from  at  accurate  information  on  the  subject  of 
that  time  forth  it  did  not  continue  to  in-  the  child's  life  or  death  during  the  pro- 
crease.  In  this  state,  and  without  men-  gress  of  pregnancy.  A  case  illustrative  of 
stmating,  she  continued  five  months  this  fact  occurred  to  the  author  about  three 
longer,  when,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  years  since,  when  assistant  to  the  Lying-in 
month  from  her  first  calculation,  labour  Hospital.  A  woman,  in  the  seventh  month 
pains  came  on  and  expelled  a  shrivelled  of  pregnancy,  was  sent  to  that  institution 
iCBtas,  of  the  size  of  the  third  month,  from  the  police  office,  to  be  examined 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  had  died  whether  her  child  was,  as  she  asserted, 
b^orethe  hssmorrhage.  The  fact  that  her  killed  in  her  womb  by  certain  blows  and 
labour  occurred  just  at  the  end  of  the  other  injuries  inflicted  upon  her  by  a 
Dinth  month,  is  one  of  the  best  proofs  that  female  with  whom  she  had  a  scufile.  She 
labour  commences  at  that  time,  not  from  described  very  accurately  all  the  reputed 
diitr— Ion  of  the  uterus,  but  as  a  law  of  proofs  of  the  child's  death  aa  being  pre- 
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fent.     When,   however,  the  itethosoope  in  ordlnmiy  as  in  medico  legal  prBetlee,^* 

was  applied,  the  foetal  heart's  action  was  wajrs  to  suspect  pregnancy  where  asdlM 

distinctly  audible,  and  our  aDnouncement  ma?  be  present  in  the  marricxi  wontm; 

of  the  child's  being  alive  dissipated  all  her  aod  it  might  hare  pre?ented  some  seriooi 

hopes  of  legal  yeugeance,  as  she  appeared  mistakes,  if  the  possibility  of  uwh  a  coo^ 

to  calculate  upon  hanging  her  antagonist  bination,  in  all  females  of  a  child-beanag 

at  least     The  prisoner,  who  was  imme-  age,  had  been,  in  certain  instances,  caUn 

diately  dismissed,  might^  in  the  absence  of  to  mind.    Encysted  dropsy  is  still  noit 

this  test,  have  been  subject  to  a  vexatious  likely  to  simulate  pregnancy,  espedallj 

prosecution  or  imprisonment ;  and  if  the  when  attended  with  amenorrnoM,  and  the 

child    had    died    subsequently,  its  death  cyst  occupies  the  lower  fore.part  of  the 

having  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  abdomen.    But  should  there  really  be  ae 

assault,  she  might  possibly  have  been  un-  pregnancy,  the  uterus  will  be  fonndempt/, 

justly  punished."  and  all  the  chief  signs  of  the  gravid  stats 

Recollect,  however,  that  absence  of  the  will  be  absent, 
foetal  pulsation  is  no  proof  that  the  foetus        Distetuumt  of  the  uterug. — But  sometioMS 

is  dead,  nor  is  absence  of  the  ta/uffley  for  the  the  complication  is  within  the  womb,  while 

placenta  may  be  placed  so  as  to  be  dif •  there  may  or  may  not  be  a  foetos  present : 

ficnltlj  heard;  and  even  though  the  pla-  there  may  be  air,  water,  moles,  or  hjda- 

cental  souffle  be  detected,  there  may  still  tids.    Tympanites  of  the  uterus— /^jis^ 

be  no  living  foetus.     So  that  under  all  the  metro — a  malady  in  which  the  womb  ge- 

circumstances  you  will  see  how  much  cau-  nerates  gases,  which   distend   its  cavity, 

tion  is  necessary.  and  after  a  time  are  expelled, — is  rather 

Ovarian  tumors.  —  There  are  diseases,  rare ;  and  perhaps  when  air  is  fonned  in 
such  as  enlargement  of  the  ovary,  which  the  organ,  it  is  generally  only  contained 
have  sometimes  led  to  mistakes.  A  care-  in  it  for  a  very  short  time,  when  it  de- 
ful  and  competent  examiner,  however,  serves  rather  to  be  called  ylotiu  of  the  ale- 
will  not  fail  to  detect  the  real  state  of  the  rus.  Dr.  Gooch  knew  a  lady  who  bad  this 
case :  the  touch  is  generally  adequate  to  the  affection :  air  was  expelled  from  the  nteras 
purpose.  If  the  enlargement  of  the  abdo-  with  a  noise  many  times  a  day.  It  wis 
men  be  from  an  ovarian  tumor,  simply,  doubted  whether  it  really  came  from  the 
the  neck  of  the  uterus  is  prominent  and  uterus ;  but  the  ^t  of  her  not  being  sab- 
firm,  unaltered,  and  its  body  unenlaiged.  ject  to  the  infirmity  any  longer  the  moaie&t 
But  it  may  be  a  complicated  case;  there  she  became  pregnant,  seemed  to  put  the 
may  be  both  ovarian  tumor  and  pregnancy,  matter  beyond  a  question.  Cases  of  liUf 
The  possibility  of  such  a  conjuncture  must  kind  are  said  not  to  be  rare.  Dropsy  of 
put  us  on  our  guard  lest  we  hastily  report  the  uterus — Hydrometra^-is  not  a  commoa 
on  the  presence  of  one  state,  omitting,  per-  complaint,  yet  it  may  occur  either  sim- 
haps,  the  more  important.  We  shall  need,  ply  or  as  a  complication  of  pregnancr. 
in  such  circumstances,  to  put  our  best  J.  P.  Frank,  in  his  excellent  work  JDit 
diagnostic  tests  ofpregnancy  in  requisition.  Mcrhis    curandu,  tells  ns   of    a    German 

Dropsy, — I  have  already  alluded  to  the  Princess,  of  a  certain  age,  who  was  pro- 
fact  that  pregnancy  may  be  confounded  nounced  pregnant  by  her  medical  atten. 
with  dropsy,  and  vice  versd,  Drelincourt  dants:  she,  however,  discharged  a  large 
confesses  that  he  mistook  dropsy  for  preg-  quantity  of  water,  and  the  uterus  resumed 
nancy  in  the  case  of  an  unmarried  woman;  its  natural  state.  Not  long  after,  the 
Salzmann  tells  us  that  he  pronounced  a  same  symptoms  appeared,  and  the  same 
pregnant  woman  to  be  merely  dropsical ;  result  was  expected,  when,  to  the  confo- 
and  Zimmermann  relates  that  he  was  sion  of  her  medical  men,  she  gave  birth  to 
deceived  in  a  case  of  pregnancy,  considering  a  living  infant. 

it  as  tympanites.    Dangerous  errors  are        Moles  and  hydatids. — Moles  and  hydatids 

also  on  record  of  pregnant  women  having  are  another  source  of  difficulty;  and  much 

been  tapped,  the  ojierators  not  knowing  caution  is  required  for  that  reason,  when 

the  risk  they  ran  of  wounding  the  uterus,  we  merely  know  that  the  uterus  is  enlarged; 

and  destroying  both  mother  and  child.  for  it  may  contain  something  which,  with 

In  distinguishing  dropsy  from  preg.  or  without  a  foetus,  may  prove  to  be  a 

nancy,  a  careful  examiner  will   observe  solid  sanguineous  mass,  oir  the  product  of 

the  superficial    fluctuation — the  diffused  a  false  conception. 

swelling  of  the  abdomen,  while  the  en-  The  term  Mole  is  applied  to  a  g^reat 
largement  from  a  gravid  uterus  is  gene-  variety  of  substances  which  are  found  in 
rally  circumscribed — and,  above  all,  the  the  uterus,— some  say  even  of  women  who 
absence  of  the  characteristic  signs  of  the  have  never  known  man  :  nuns  have  had 
pregnant  state.  When  the  disease,  how-  moles,  and  their  chastity  bus  not  been  sns. 
ever,  is  complicated  with  dropsy,  as  it  fre-  pected  ;  or  rather  they  have  found  advo- 
quently  is,  we  must  be  doubly  cautious,  cates  who  maintain  that  such  an  occur- 
Perhaps  it  would  be  a  good  rule,  as  well  rence  may  take  place,  and  yet  the  woman 
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re  never  conceiTed.  These  are  called  ed  with  remarlcable  enlargement  of  the 
se  moles,  and  are  said  to  consist  chiefly  abdomen ;  but  it  is  also  remarkable  that 
sanguineous  concretions.  The  menstrutu  the  enlargement  is  generally  dispropor- 
id  probably  is  retained,  distends  the  tionate  to  the  period  of  pregnancy,  and 
»mb,  the  form  of  which  it  assumes,  and  that  it  becomes  stationary  after  having  ad- 
is  thus  composed  of  successive  layers:  vanced rapidly.  Adischargeofbloodisalso 
e  colour  and  consistence  of  these  masses  a  common  symptom  of  the  gestation  of  hy- 
17  much  in  different  cases.  But  what  datids;  audit  frequently  gives  alarm,  from 
e  called  true  moles  always  contain  the  the  apprehension  of  approaching  abortion, 
ics  of  a  conception  in  some  shape  or  Polyput, —  The  only  kind  of  polypus 
ler.  It  results  from  the  death  of  the  which  can  create  difficulty  is  the  intersti- 
ibryo,  or  the  degeneration  of  the  pla-  tial — formed  in  the  tissue  of  the  utenis 
nta,  and  of  course  its  appearance  will  itself:  the  other  kinds  are  in  general 
eatly  depend  on  the  period  at  which  this  easily  recognized.  But  though  we  detect 
ath  or  degeneration  takes  place,  and  the  presence  of  a  polypus,  we  must  not  con- 
s  length  of  time  the  organic  remains  lie  elude  hastily  and  at  once  that  there  is  no 
posited  in  the  body  of  the  organ :  teeth  foetus ;  for  polypus  may  occur  as  a  com- 
d  hair  are  frequently  found  in  these  plication  of  pregnancy.  The  late  Dr. 
lorpfaous  masses.  Beatty,  of  Dublin,  gives  an  account  of  a 
Moles  are  classsfied  by  authors  as  case  in  which  a  lady,  a  patient  of  his,  who 
aotie,  aqueous,  fleshy,  hairy,  stony, bony,  had  a  uterine  polypus  weighing  nearly 
f.  {the  product  of  conception),  and  again  four  pounds,  miscarried ;  the  fcetus  was 
sanguineous,  windy,  polypous,  vesicular,  one  of  about  three  months :  the  ovum  was 
f.  (not  produced  by  sexual  intercourse) ;  entire,  the  membranes  not  having  been 
t  it  may  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose  ruptured.  The  polypus  itself  was  ex- 
re  to  observe  that  they  are  often  found  pelled  in  six  days  after,  with  pains  re 

a  very  nondescript  character.     In  a  sembling  those  of  labour;  the  uterus  was 

se  related  by  Dr.  Gooch,  which  strongly  inverted  by  its  descent,  but  on  separation 

lembled  pregnancy,  but  was  attended  of  the  slight  attachment  between  it  and 

>th    profuse    discbarges  of  water   and  the  tumor,  it  was  easily  restored  to  its 

M)d,  the  patient  died,  and  on  dissection  place.    Such  cases,  however,  are  consi- 

ere  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  dered  to  be  very  rare, 

bich  was  about  big  enough  to  hold  two  Eitra-uterme  pTegnancy, — We  sometimes 

ts)  neither  fcetus  nor  hydatids  (as  some  meet   with  pregnancy    of   another    sort, 

edicted),  but  a  mass,  about  the  size  of  which,  from  some  of  its  symptoms,  might 

goose-egg,  of  stringy  matter,  like  very  induce  an  inexpert  examiner  to  suppose 

ft  placenta,  and  unattached  to  the  inner  that  there  was  rather  an  ovarian  tumor, 

rfiice  of  the  uterus :   this  surface  was  or  some    other   abdominal    disease  pre- 

1  and  irregular,  like  a  granulating  sore ;  sent,  than  actual  pregnancy.    The  preg- 

I  walls  were  thickened,  as  in  pregnancy,  nancy  may  be  extra-uterine.    The  ovum, 

a  dark  red  hue,  and  flaccid  texture.  from  causes  which  are  imperfectly  under- 

As  to  hvdatids  of  the  uterus,  or  those  stood,  sometimes  fails  of  being  carried  into 

tu  resembling  hydatids,  as  some  prefer  the  womb ;  it  may  not  ouit  the  ovarv ;  it 

consider  them,  they  are  a  frequent  cause  may  stop  on  its  way  while  yet  in  the  fallo- 

fallacy  in  obstetrical  practice,  and  of  pian  tube ;  it  may  even  reach  the  tissue  of 

arse  might  happen  to  prove  a  serious  the  uterus,  and  then  become  developed: 

oae  of  mistake  in  medico-legal  inspec-  nay,  it  may  fall  into  the  abdomen,  it  is 

»n.    There  is  considerable  contrariety  of  said;  and  according  to  these  several  cir- 

(inion  as  to  the  origin  of  these  cysts —  cumstances  the  pregnancv  is  termed  ova- 

me  holding  them  to  be  independent  of  rian,  fallopian,  interstitial,  abdominal,  &c. 

xnal    intercourse  —  others  the  reverse.  «-mere  special  appellations,  which  are  all 

The  development   of    hydatid   masses  included  in  the  general  name  of  extra- 

the  uterus,''  says  M.  Desormeaux,  'Ms  uterine.    Bnt  wherever  the  ovum  is  depo- 

oet  frequently,  if  not  always,  a  conse-  sited,  a  peculiar  development  takes  place : 

lence  of  conception  ;*'  and  the  generality  a  cyst  is  formed  about  it,  which  serves  it 

observers  are  agreed  as  to  this  fact,  that  for  a  uterus.    And  what  is  remarkable, 

ey  are  owing  to  morbid  alterations  of  and  might,  if  not  duly  attended  to,  lead 

e  ovum  and  placenta.    Velpeau  even  us  into  error,  is,  the  peculiar  development 

inks  that  the  hvdatiform  granulations  of  the  uterus  itselfr  whether  the  ovum  reach 

blob  are  commonly  found  on  the  external  that  organ  or  not,  it  enlarges  and  acquires 

rface  of  the  chorion,  are  the  normal  con-  at  least  two  or  three  times  its  ordinary  vo- 

lion,  or  the  natural  state,  of  the  part  lume;    and  its  inner  snrfaee  is  lined  with 

irtng  the  first  two  monthsafter  conception,  a  deciduous  membrane.    In  a  case  ob- 

Dt  be  this  as  it  mav,  the  medical  jurist  served  by  Chaussier,  the  neck  of  the  ute. 

td  need  be  prepared,  for  their  occasional  rus  was  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the 

cnrrenoe  in  the  course  of  his  practice.  introduction  of  the  finger. 

Thif  affection  of  the  uterus  is  attend*  The  results  of  extm-uleiiue  ^ie%ii«2^ci 
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are  often  ?ery  cnrioas.  They  are  frequently  of  the  vagina  laterally  and  ftom  bdov ' 

fatal,  but  have  sometimes  proved  no  im-  wards,  very  unequivocal   motions  of~ 

pediment  to  the  fecundity  of  the  mother,  lottement  were  distinguished.    Tbet 

I  saw  a  case  some  time  ago,  iu  which  a  scope  applied  to  various  parts  of  tha 

woman  survived  a  fallopian  preguaiicy,  domen  detected  no  contractioos  or 

and  bore  three  children  before  the  extra-  tions.    Furthermore,  the  patieat 

uterine  foetus  was  extracted.    It  was  not  much  from  sharp  pains  in  the  wbele  if 

till  eight  years  after  the  conception  that  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen*  and  am- 

this  event  occurred :  a  spontaneous  process  phdned  of  excessive  thirst.     Her  skin  w» 

of  ulceration  taking  place  near  the  umbi-  hot,  and  she  had  much,  fever,  sleeple«- 

licus,  the  opening  was  enlarged,  when  the  nen9,  loss  of  appetite,  and  sometimes  disr- 

foetus  was  removed,  and  found  to  be  in  excel-  rhoea.    We  hence  infer  that  Madame  X.  is 

lent  preservation ;— it  measured  22  inches  pregnant, aud  that  her  pregnancy  is  extrt- 

in  length,  and  was   well  formed.      The  uterine." 

mother  was  still  alive  when  I  saw  her,  Pott-mortem  dgrn  ef  pregnancy. — Wheie 

about  a  week  aftir  the  operation;  she  was  the  female  has  died,    and  the   qoestiao 

then  a  patient  in  a  fever  hospital,  and  not  of  pregnancy  is  raised,  we    have   ample 

specially  under  treatment  for  the  circum-  opportunity  of  deciding  it  on  inspection  of 

stances  just  mentioned.  the  internal  parts.    If  we  find  the  ovan 

Albert  Meckel  quotes  a  case  which  oc-  with  its  normal  appendages  in  the  utentf, 

currcd  in  tlio  year  1820,  and  has  been  re-  the  case  is  clear;  but  even    though  -the 

corded  in  some  of  the  German  journals,  ovum  be  not  detected,  in  consequence  of 

The  wife  of  a  rope  maker  remained  preg-  the  very  early  period  of  pregnancy — say  is 

nant  for  six  years,  during  which  time  she  the  first  week  or  fortnight — we  may  still 

gave  birth   to  two   living  children.    At  have  evidence  in  the  state  of  the  wook, 

length   she  was  delivered  per  naturaUs  vias  and  particularly  in  the  state  of  one  sr 

of  her  weary  burden,  which  proved  to  be  a  other  of  the  ovaries.     If  there  have  beea  a 

perfectly  well-formed  and  mature  foetus,  recent  conception,  there  most  be  a  eotpv 

dead  of  course,  but  the  mother  recovered.  In  ten  m  found :  the  presence  of  this  bodv 

The  pregnancy,  in  this  instance,  is  sup-  gives  us  the  strongest  possible  assoranee— 

posed  to  have  been  of  the  interstitial  kind,  indeed,  1  should  say,  the  certainty  of  d» 

The  signs  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  fact.      I  have  already  noticed   this  vcfj 

are  generally  too  obscure  and  complicated  striking  drawing  from  nature  by  Dr.  Hopc^ 

to  enable  us  readily  to  recognise  it :    in  and  I  beg  once  more  to  call  yonr  attentida 

some  cases  it  is  not  till  after  death,  or  at  to  it. 

least  till  the  period  of  natural  labour  has  In  the  left  ovary  you  see  a  regular  cor- 

passed  without  delivery,  that  the  fact  is  pus  luteura,  with  the  cicatrix  belonging  to 

ascertained:  previous  to  this  we  can   at  it,  marked  by  a  bristle.    There  was  a  r^ 

best  only  su.'^pcct  the  true  state  of  things,  cent  laceration  of  the  hymen,  gelatinous 

Some  particulars  from  a  report  on  extra-  fluid  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 

uterine  pregnancy,  by  Orfila,  are  deserving  and    fallopian    tubes,    and     such    other 

attention  ; —  changes  were  observed  as,  taken  together, 

"  Upon  reaching  her  chamber  we  found  could  not  leave  a  doubt  of  the  fact  of  rs- 

Madame  N.  in  bed.     She  said  she  was  six  cent  conception.      The  characters  of  the 

months  gone  with  child,  and  told  us  that  corpus  luteum  ought  to  be  well  under- 

during  that  period  the  catamenia  had  been  stood  by  the  medical  jurist,  for  mistakes 

suppressed^  and  she  had  a  constant  feeling  hare  been  made  on  the  subject  by  many 

of  weight  and  obKtruction  in  the  pelvis,  w^hose  names  have  weight  in  the  medical 

We  were  further  informed  that  the  belly  world.    Such  mistakes,  however,  are  likely 

had  increased  in  volume  only  on  one  side,  to  be  prevented  in  future  by  the  complete 

and  that  its  elevation  had  freouently  occa-  account  of  corpora  lutea  given   by  Dr. 

sioned  the  sharpest  pains ;  that  fhe  had  Montgomery,  in  the  masterly  article  al- 

felt  the  infant  move  about  the  end  of  the  ready  so  frequently  referred  to.     I  must 

fifth  raonth,but  since  then  had  perceived  no  say,  I  never  read  a  more  convincing  piece 

sort  of  movement.   We  proceeded  to  an  ex-  of  medical  criticism  than  that  in  which 

amination,  and   recognised  towards    the  the  Dublin  professor  exposes  the  miscon- 

right  iliac  fossa  a  tumor  of  a  round  move-  ccptions  of  several  who  treated  on  this 

able  character,  the  corresponding  region  point  before  him ;  and  though  he  cannot 

on  the  other  side  of  the  abdomen  being  be  said  to  introduce   any  innovation  in 

much    less    swollen.      The    uterus    was  physiology  by  the  views  which  he  advo- 

pushed  to  the  left;  it  seemed  to  be  about  cates— they  being,  in  fact,  those  of  Haller 

doublethesizeof  whatit  is  in  women  v.'ho  and  Meckel — yet  his  details  are  so  full 

are  not  pregnant;  the  orifice  of  the  uterus,  and  accurate,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have 

elastic  and  elongated,  was  not  closed ;  the  made  tlie  subject  entirely  his  own.    On 

hand  was  introduced  into  the  womb,  but  the  present  occasion  I  must  be  eontentwitb 

no  foetus  was  there.  While  moving  the  sides  referring  you  to  the  article  in  question :  in 


il  Qatai 
Wvmliely  of  qncslions   suggest  thi 
"T   ivlalion  to  the  pregnnnl   "" 
^      'ill  not  be  possililctu  notice 

tilcdlFBl  jurists,  In  nn;  cMe  pronouDce  a 
iroinui  Rill  prcgnnnt ! — Dcddcdlj;  when 
■bo   Jabinin  uuder  a  iihysicol    disabilitj, 

■ncU  «  nbsfnce  of  *  ' '- 

ia4  moil 
o  d'lBijual 

SoDtbvale,  n-ho  was  tiit;,  some  of  ber 
.  tMdiCKl  examiners  were  dcivivcd  hv  her  fat 
jjijd  flatulcoM ;  bui  JobanBanould  never 
^■k  tbrm  to  try  tnt  of  the  imich :  "  her 
^^Bflg  eptril,"  ibe  said,  "  forhaUc  her  Co 
^Hb  to  Ihnt." 

^^^^B :  can  we  detcrtoine,  in  Ihe  ensc  of 
^^Vnonual  prrgimncy.wbclhera  wnoinn 
lirtn  a  mole!  A  set  or»yniplomi  are 
git«a  bj  Kome  authors ;  but.  trilbuut  rn- 
tfring  Into  jiarticulan,  we  nia;  say  Itiat 
Ann  is priibablj  no diOeicnce  bi^lneen  tlie 
■■Btiou  uf  «  mole  and  a  dend  tmlai.  Vic 
^^^Ktake  time,  and  abide  the  iuue. 
^^^■Me  arc  one  or  (frn  olher  tiacB- 
^^H  upon  Tihicb  Ibe  medical  Jurist 
^^^t  to  lievB  clear  and  collected  opinions. 
lU-  may  be  aakcd.  wilh  reference  to  the 
i.il  cliaravtel  uf  s  reinalu  who  Is  preg- 


cslablished,  the  qucslion  ii  simpljr  ibis — 
luighl  a  person  bate  lakeu  advantage  of 
her,  and  got  ber  rtilh  child  wllbout  her 

thiair  about  il. 

whieh  would 

the  repiv  in  the  affir- 

'.  Not  to  go  back  to  the  well-lioa 
slon  of  the  girl  who  was  laid  out  tor 
dead,  and  wbo  v/tt  impregnated  in  this 
condition  hy  an  ccelcsiailie,  who  walehed 
by  her  bier, — in  a  cumpendinm  of  inid- 
wiferj  not  long  since  piibllslicd*  there 
is  Uic  following  case: — "  A  maid  at  an 
inn,  «ho  was  always  tlioughl  to  he 
lirtunui,  and  bore  a  good  character,  be- 
gan lo  enlarge  in  a  way  which  enciled 
Euspieions  of  prcguancy.  She  tolcmnl; 
declared  that  she  never  had  connrainn 
with  any  mitn.  At  length  she  was  de- 
li tcrcd,  and  was  adernards  brotight  be- 
fore n  maglsimie  to  swear  to  the  father; 
bul  she  repealed  her  former  declaration. 
Nut  long  oncrnards  a  postboy  related  the 
fntlou'ing  circumstances:  (hat  one  night 
he  came  late  to  this  inn,  pal  his  hones 
into  the  stable,  and  went  into  tbehouie; 
be  found  all  gone  to  bed  encept  this  girl, 
who  was  lying  asleep  on  the  heartb-rug, 
and  without  waking  licr  be  contrived  to 
gratify  his  deairea.  This  shews,"  adds  Iho 
author,  "  that  impregnation  may  take 
place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  fe- 
~  ~  *'  "    A  case,  the  complete  counterpart 


sarily  have   been  cnnscio 

ailinn  I  for  women  have  agaiu 

enied,  in  certain  circu in itauees, 

lave  ever  had  to  their  know. 

I  iuiircourH'wiihaman.  They 

.    iii.-.iM,.  -  gone  on  cren  to 

'■ '    ■ .  1.  apporcntlj  ooi 

,     J  uant,  or  insisting 

>  li.iit  they  should  tie 

;r  happens 


ed,  that  a  woman  may  become  prcf. 
nan!  while  in  a  state  of  hysteria— under 
the  inSnence  of  nareoties  — during  as- 
phyiia,  drnnkennesB,  or  deepileep;  and 
conseiiucntty  without  being  conscious  of 
it,  or  sharing  the  enjoyment  of  the  man 
who  dishonours  her ;"  and.  la  proof,  be 
mculions  having  attended  ayoung  wnman 
who  was  got  Willi  ebild  white  tutallj  uu- 
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conscious,  beings  baried  in  a  deep  sleep,  I  may  here  mention,  that  the 
produced  by  punch  given  her  by  her  pare-  law  refuses  to  believe  that  a  w< 
mour.  Such  cases  as  these  ought  to  arrive  at  an  advanced  stage  of  ]^ 
render  us  careful  in  pronouncing  a  severe  without  knowing  it  :  '*  after  the 
opinion,  when  we  are  consulted  in  charges  week,"  it  expresslir  states,  **  no  plea  if 
of  concealment  of  the  birth ;  for  if  a  woman  ignorance  can  be  admitted." 
may  become  pregnant  without  knowing  it.  Another  medico-legal  oaestioa  eoBseeU 
there  is  some  chance,  if  she  be  not  very  ed  with  pregnancy  is,  wnether  a  womsm 
quick-witted  or  have  experience,  that  she  in  the  pregnant  state  is  always  to  bs 
soall  go  on  to  the  time  of  her  delivery  un-  accounted  a  responsible  agent — whetho:, 
consciously,  and  without  having  made  any  in  fact,  those  longings,  and  peeoliar  stitM 
preparation  for  that  event,  whereby  the  of  mind  which  we  know  to  oe  common  ia 
life  of  the  infant  is  compromised.  pregnancy,  should  form  any  exease  for  a 
Women  have  often  been  really  ignorant  of  female  vrho  would  be  otherwise  crimtmlly 
their  condition,  though  they  have  confess,  judged?  Medical  men  hare  sometiBCi 
ediy  incurred  the  risk.  There  is  a  well-  been  consulted  on  this  head,  and  the  in- 
authenticated  story  of  a  simple-minded  quiry  has  generally  been  limited  to  this— 
gi^rl,  who  yielded  to'her  lover  in  a  bath,  be-  whether  a  pregnant  woman  may  so  be  got 
cause  he  told  her  that  no  consequence  would  the  better  of  by  her  imagination,  and  may 
ensue  from  a  connexion  under  such  circum-  have  her  will  so  depraved,  as  to  be  ia- 
Ftances:  she  believed  him,  and  could  not  pelled  to  commit  certain  crimes— mofs 
be  persuaded  that  his  word  was  untrue  till  especially  theft?  I  believe  the  troth  to  ke^ 
the  moment  of  her  delivery.  Klein  also,  that  such  an  admission  is  in  many  easei 
as  quoted  in  Henkc's  Abhandlungen,  gives  unavoidable;  but  it  would  be  a  dangerms 
two  cases  which  came  under  his  cogni-  precedent  to  admit  it  generally :  social  or- 
zance ;  one,  that  of  a  married  woman,  der  might  suffer  severely  from  sach  an  ia- 
who,  even  in  the  pains  of  labour,  believed  dulgence:  a^woman  with  a  prupensi^tB 
herself  ailing  otherwise  than  with  preg-  thieving  in  all  states  of  her  system  wosld 
nancy ;  and  the  other  that  of  a  young  girl,  have  a  dangerous  latitude  allowed  hor,  tf 
who  was  confident,  even  in  the  ninth  she  were  protected  by  her  pr^^ancy.  11^ 
month,  that  she  was  not  pregnant,  because  however,  the  disturmince  of  the  mind  bs 
she  had  had  only  one  connexion ;  and  her  extraordinary,  the  medical  jurist  who  is 
seducer  told  her  that  in  such  a  case  there  consulted  will  not  have  much  reason  to 
could  not  po.ssibly  be  any  consequences,  hesitate  in  excusing  the  woman:  but 
Thus  there  may  evidently  be  three  states  if  otherwise,  it  will  tehis  duty  to  relbrtbe 
to  account  for  the  ignorance  of  the  female :  mapristrote  to  some  other  quarter  for  the 

1.  Some  disease   resembling  pregnancy;  elucidation  of  the  question — for  it  does 

2.  Menstruation  (as  it  sometimes  does)  not  properly  belong  to  medicine:  The 
occurring  after  a  fruitful  intercourse ;  and  legal  functionaries  will  in  general  be  the 

3.  An  erroneons  impression  deeply  rooted,  best  judges  how  to  act,  by  comparing  the 
The  practitioner  had  need  to  be  care-  character  of  the  accused  in  her  ordjnaiy 

fully  on  his  guard  when  he  has  to  deal  unimpregnated  state  with  her  condoct 
with  women  who  make  these  assertions;  while  pregnant:  by  considering  her  cir^ 
for  while  he  bears  in  mind  the  possibility  cumstances,  whether  she  is  in  no  wtst 
of  the  truth  of  what  they  say,  he  must  -yor  whether  she  is  distressed :  considen- 
also  recollect  the  obstinacy  with  which  ^ons  such  as  these  will  throw  more  light 
they  often  maintain  that  they  are  not  on  the  question,  than  any  medical  evidence 
prejfuant,  when  they  know  they  are,  to  prove  that  the  woman  is  of  an  irritable 
and  yet  dare  scarcely  confess  it  to  them-  temperament,  or  of  a  melancholy  or  hypo- 
selves.      **  It    appears    difficult    to    ex-  chondriacal  state  of  mind. 

plain,"    says    Dr.    Gooch,   "  the    obsti-    — _ 

nacy  of  assurances  which  those  who  make  LECTURES 

them  know  to  be  false,  but  I  suspect  they  on 

deny  to  the  last  that  they  can  be  pregnant,  n, .  rrrin  r  a  itrorkT/^  a     r\n  ▼»»» . »«« • 

because  they  hope  to  the  last  that  they  MATERIA  MEDICA,    OR  PHARMA- 

are  not  80.    Another  circumstance  likely  to  COLOGY,  AND  GENERAL 

bias  the  medical  man,  is  the  respectability  THERAPEUTICS, 

of  the  patient;  but  this,  too,  must  be  dis-  r»  ?•      j    *  .l    >iij        .   o  >    .    ^  «,  ..  . 

regarded.     Single  women  sometimes  be-  ■^«''^«' «'  «**  Aldengate  School  of  Medunm, 

come  pregnant  In  all  ranks  of  life,  not  By  Jon.  PEREiaA,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

oniv  among  the  low  but  among  the  high,  . 

and  not  only  among  these,  but  in  the  mid-  .                ^  ^^ 

die  ranks;  and  the  practitioner,  in  his  in-  Lecture  LIV. 

tercourse   with   the  world,  will  often   be  Stryckniu, 

placed  in  puzzling  situations,  and  have  to  Histom.^On  the  i  lib  December,  1818, 

listen  to  very  curious  disclosures.''  Pelletier  and  Caventou  announced  to  the 
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ttitnte  the  discovery  of  a  new  an  hoar  two  pounds  of  braised  nux  vomica 

Ikali,  to  which  they  proposed  to  with  a  gallon  of  rectified  spirit,  in  a  retort 

inn  vauqueline,  becaase  tne  cele-  with  which  a  receiver  is  connected.    Ponr 

quelin  was  the  first  to  .M^nalise  off  the  liquid,  and  boil  the  residuum  with 

ce  of  an  organic  alkali.    Ma-  another  gallon  of  spirit  and  the  recently 

>osed  to  denominate  it  tetanine,  distilled  spirit.     Having  poured  off  this 

ts  effects,  as  this  term  would  liquor,  treat  the  residuum  a  third  time  in 

harmony  with  morphine  and  the  same  manner.    Express  the  nux  vo- 

The  term  strychnia^  however,  mica,  and  distil  the  spirit  from  the  strained 

lercd  most   appropriate,  and,  and  mixed  liquors,  and  evaporate  the  re- 

as  been  usually  adopted.  siduum  to  the  consistence  of  an  extract, 

te, — Hitherto  it  has  been  found  which  is  to  be  dissolved  in  cold  water  and 

ain  species  of  the  genus  Strych*  filtered.    Evaporate  by  a  gentle  heat  to 

y,  S.  nux  vomica,  S.  Ignatia,  the  consistence  of  syrup,  and  to  the  liquor, 

la,  and  S.  Tieut^.    Probably,  while  warm,  add  gradually  a  sufficient 

contained  in   S.  Guianensis,  quantity  of  magnesia  to  saturate  it,  shak- 

Is  the  American  poison  Urari,  ing  them  together.      Set  aside  for  two 

ently  associated  with  another  days,  then  pour  off  the  supernatant  liquor, 

cia),  and  is  always  combined  Express  what  remains  wrapped  in  linen ; 

d.  boil  it  in  spirit,  strain,  and  aistil  the  spi> 

m.— There  are  several  methods  rit.    Add  a  very  little  dilute  sulphuric 

:rychnia  may  be  procured ;  one  acid  mixed  with  water,  and  macerate  with 

the  following :— Boil  nux  vo-  a  gentle  heat.    Set  aside  for  twenty-four 

ater,   evaporate   the    strained  hours,  that  crystals  may  form.    Express 

to    the  consistence    of  syrup,  and  dissolve  these.    Lastly,  add  ammonia 

precipitate   by  slacked    lime,  to  these,  dissolved  in  water,  shaking  now 

litate   is    to  be   collected  on  and  then,  that  the  strychnia  may  be  pre- 

ashed   first   with   water,   and  cipitated.    Lastly,  dissolve  this  in  boiling 

weak  spirit,   and  afterwards  spirit,  and  set  aside,  that  pure  crystals 

nlveriscQ.    It  is  then  digested  may  be  formed. 

spirit,  and  the  alcoholic  solu-  Theory, — The  theory  of  the  pharmaco- 

ed :    the   residuum    is   impure  poeial  process  is   readily  comprehended. 

To  purify  this  add  dilute  sul-  The  watery  solution  of  the  alcoholic  ex- 

1,  boil  with  animal  charcoal,  tract  contains  the  strychnates  of  strychnia 

tate  by  ammonia:  the  product  and    bracia:    the   magnesia   decomposes 

-ecipitated  strychnia.  To  separate  these,  abstracts  the  strychnic  acid,  and 

which  this  usually  contains,  it  precipitates  the  strychnia  and  brucia.  The 

ested  in  weak  spirit,  which  dis-  sulphuric  acid  which  is  added  converts 

racia  and  leaves  the  strychnia,  them  into  sulphates,  which  are  decom- 

tbe  two  alkalies  into  nitrates;  posed  by  the  ammonia,  strychnia  being 

of  strychnia  may  be  separated  precipitated  along  with  some  brucia. 

zation.  Properties, — Pure  strychnia  is  a  white, 

the  process,  —  By  boiling  nux  odourless,  intensely  bitter,  crystalline  snb- 

vater,  we  obtain  a  solution  of  stance,  the  form  of  the  crystal  being  the 

Gites  (or  igasurates)  of  strychnia  octahedron,  or  four-sided  prism.    When 

along  with  gum  and  some  co-  rapidly  crystallized,  it  assumes  a  granular 

ter..  The  lime  which  is  added  form.    It  is  fusible,  but  not  volatile;  de- 

the  strychnic  (or  ig^nric)  acid,  composing  at  a  lower  temperature  than 

ree  the  strychnia  and  brucia.  most  vegetable  bodies.      Tboi^h  so  iti- 

;  with  water  and  weak  spirit,  tensely  bitter,  it  is  almost  insoluble  in 

impurities  (the  gum  and  co-  water,  one  part  of  strychnia  requiring  6697 

Iter)  is  removed.     By  digestion  parts  of  water,  at  50*^,  to  dissolve  it;  that 

spirit  we  obtain  a  solution  of  is,  one  grain  needs  nearly  fourteen  ounces 

brucia,  and  colouring  matter,  of  water  to  hold  it  in  solution.    It  requires 

stitute   the  impure  strychnia.  2500  parts  of  boiling  water  to  dissolve  it 

tion  of  sulphuric  acid  two  sul-  It  acts  on  vegetable  colours  as  an  alkali, 

le  alkalies  are  formed ;  and  by  saturates  acids  forming  salt^,  and  separates 

li  charcoal  the  colouring  matter  most  of  the  metallic  oxides  (the  alkaline 

r.   By  the  addition  of  ammonia,  substances  excepted)  from  their  com bina- 

ind    brucia    are    precipitated,  tions  with  acids.    In  some  cases  part  only 

ng  soluble  in  weak   spirit,  is  of  the  metallic  oxide  is  precipitated,  a 

irated  from  the  strychnia.  triple  salt  being  formed.    This  is  the  case 

MS  given  in  the  new  London  with   the  sulphate  of  copper:  strychnia 

oeia  is  the  following : — Boil  for  boiled  with  this  salt  throws  down  part  of 


490      MR.  PEREIRA  ON  MATERIA  MBDICA  AND  THBRAPBUTICS. 

the  oxide  of  copper,  while  a  green  solatSon  1  atom  itryehiiia 351 

of  sulphate  of  copper  and  strychnia  re-  1  atom  saipharie  acid  ^,,,.    40 

mains.  — 

ComposUioTt,  — This  base  is  anhydrous.  274 

According  to  Liebig  it  consists  of—  (t.)  Bimlphaie.-^lt  has  an  acid  aod  bit> 

,«^  ^^  ^**^»    *^<*    crystaUizes    in    ileate 

30  atoms  carbon,  30  X  6    •  •   180  needles. 

16  atoms  hydrogen 16  2.  NUratet :  («.)  NeutraL-^lt  cryitalliM 

1  atom  nitrogen •  •  •  •  •     14  |„  p^^^-ly  needles,  grouped  in  stars.    Itb 

3  atoms  oxygen,  3x8....     24  jj^^^i^  „,o^  soluble  in  hot  than  cold  wata; 

«    .                   "TIT  i^  slightly  soluble  in  alcohol,  hut  does  bsI 

1  atom  strychnia 234  dissolFc  in  aether.    When   heated  t0  t 

little  above  212°,  it  decomposes  andbs- 

Cfcara£t«rt5tict«t«.— Pore  gallic  acid  does  comes     yellow,     swells     np,     detooalM 


not  precipitate  it    Tannic  acid,  or  infu-  slightly  (but  without  the  dusen; 

siou  of  galls,  precipitates  the  tanqate  of  of  light),  and  leaves  a  carb(»naceods 

strychnia.      The  strychnia  of  the  shops  behind.    If  the  strychnia  contain  brudi, 

is  coloured    red  by  nitric    acid,  though  the  nitrate  has  a  radish  tint. 

pure  strychnia  is  not      The  substances        (6.)  Binitrate. — Crystallizes  in  Tery  fine 

present    in    ordinary    strychnia,    which  needles.    When  heated,  decomposcfl,  be. 

thus    become    coloured    by    nitric    acid,  comes  red,  and  detonates  with  the  diif 

are  brucia  and  a  yellow  incrystallizable  gagement  of  light 

matter,  which  is  with  difficulty  separated.        3.  Hydroehbrate  or  Muriate, — ^This   aJC 

This  red  colour  is  destroyed  by  the  addi-  crystallizes  in  four- sided  needles,  which 

tion  of  some  deoxidizing  agents,  as  sul.  lose  their  transparency  in  the  air.    It  ii 

S'lurouK  acid,  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  much   more  soluble  in  water  than   the 

euce  the  phenomena  of  coloration  appear  sulphate.    When  heated,  it  is  decompossd 

to  depend  on  oxidizement    This  colour  with  the  evolution  of  hydrochloric  aeid* 
produced  by  nitric  acid  passes  successively        Phtfsiobgical   effects,  —  The     effects    d 

from  red  to  yellow.     By  a  prolonged  ac-  strychnia  are  of  the  same  kind  as  those  sf 

tion    of  the  nitric  acid,    oxalic  acid   is  nux  vomica,  but  more  violent  in  degiea 

formed.     When  the  solution  hns  become  As  ordinarily  met  with  in  the  shops,  it 

yellow  by  nitric  acid,  deoxidizing  agents  may  be  regarded  as  about  six  times  ss 

no  longer  decolorize  it.    If  potash  be  added  active  as  the  alcoholic  extract  of  aax 

to  a  very  concentrated  solution  of  a  strych-  vomica.  The  following  are  a  few  exampki 

nia  salt,  which  has  been  reddened  by  nitric  of  its  poisonous  operation  :  — 
acid,  an  orange  precipitate  is  formed.     An        (a.)  On  animals. — Dr.  Christison  says,  *  I 

excess  of  water  redissolves  this  precipitate,  have  killed  a  dog  in  two  minutes  witht 

The  salts  of  iron  arc  not  coloured  by  the  sixth  part  of  a  grain,  injected,  in  the  fona 

addition  of  strychnia.     Another  character  of  alcoholic  solution,  into  the  chest;  I 


of  strychnia  is  its  action  on  the  salts  of  have  seen  a  wild  boar  killed  in   the 

copper  before  mentioned.  manner  with  a  third  of  a  grain,  in  tea 

Halts  of  Strychnia.— When  pure,  they  are  minutes."    Pelletier  says,  "half  a  rnaia 

for  the  most  part  crystalline,  white,  and  blown  into  the  mouth  of  a  dog  prodooed 

very   bitter.    They  possess  the  following  death  in  five  minutes."    Half  a  grain  ap- 

chemical  characters: —  plied  to  a  wound  in  the  back  of  a  dot 

1.  They  are  precipitated  by  the  alkalies  caused  death  in  three  minutes  and  a  haul 
and  theiftcarbonates.  In  all  these  and  other  instances  death  was 

2.  As  usually  met  with  in  the  shops,  preceded  and  accompanied  by  tetanoi. 
they  are  reddened  by  nitric  acid.  The  salts  of  strychnia  act  in  a  similar 

3.  They  are  precipitated  by  tannic,  but  manner. 

not  by  gallic  acid.  {b.)  On  man. — Some  individuals  are  more 

4.  Thev  are  unchanged  by  the  action  of  susceptible  of  the  action  of  strychnia  thaa 
the  persalu  of  iron.     ^  others.     Andral  has  seen   a   single  pill, 

i.  Sulphates:  (a.)  Neutral.  —  Exists  in  containing  one- twelfth  of  a  grain,  cause 
the  form  of  small  cubes,  soluble  in  ten  slight  trismus,  and  the  commencement  of 
parts  of  water  at  59*>  Fahr.,  and  of  course  tetanic  stiffness  of  the  muscles ;  while  in 
in  a  less  quantity  at  a  higher  temperature,  other  cases,  the  dose  may  be  gradually  in- 
When  heated,  it  fuses  and  loses  three  per  creased  beyond  a  grain  with  comparative 
cent  of  its  weight,  probably  water  of  little  effect  The  largest  dose  I  have  given 
crystallization:  but  Liebig  detected  no  is  A  grain  and  a  half,  and  this  was  re- 
water  in  sulphate  dried  at  212^;  so  that  peated  several  times  before  the  usual 
if  it  had  contained  water,  this  temperature  symptoms  indicative  of  the  affection  of  the 
must  have  expelled  it    It  consists  of  system  came  on. 
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C/ja. — The  uses  of  strychDia  are  pre-  Compoiitum, — According    to    Liebig    it 

eiselj  those  of  nux  Tomica  already  men-  consists  of 

^**255-          ...^.         c.      u   •    •           11  32 atoms  carbon      192 

M«iiry  ex^rtum.-.Strychiiia  IS  usTially  18  atoms  hydrogen   18 

IpTen  in  doses  of  one  sixth  of  a  grain,  j  ^^^^  nitrogen 14 

^radaally  increased  until  its  effects  on  the  g  ^^^^^  ^,     *  ^   48 

motfcnlar  system  are  observed.     It  is  com-  •'^                          __« 

Bonly  made  into  pills,b  v  means  of  conserve  ,  ^^^  anhydrous  brucia  .  •  272 

of  fOMS ;  or  U  may  be  dissolved  m  alcohol,  g  ^^^^^3  ^^^^^ 54 

or  in  acetic  acid.    The  salts  of  strychnia,  

W  the  sulphate,  nitrate,  or  hydrochlorate,  ^  ^^^^  crystallized  or  an-  >    ™ 

Bay  be  given  m  doses  of  one-twelfth  of  a  hydroGs  brucia $    ^^ 

gnun.  In  amaurosis  strychnia  IS  employed  *' 

a^rthe   endermic    method,  as  already  characteriaics,^Nitric  acid  Bssumes  a  Bne 

^'jI'^J  s         J      J    -^  J-*   *•      •    *!.  red  colour  when    added  to  brucia:    de- 

Antidotet,  and  made  of  detection  in  the  con-  ^  :j-„:^«.«„^„4.«  «.  ..,i«^i«««<k**<wi  k»^«^»a« 

tmuqfthe  ltomaeh,^These  are  the  same  as  oxidizing  agents,  as  sulphuretted  hydrogen 

•^>»*i2f  »'tcMiirHK7».     au«;bviuc  u»7Mui^  oa  J   sulphurous  acid,    decolouHzo    this 

for  nux  vomica,  before  mentooned.  golution.    Iodic  and  chloric  acids  produce 

Brucia,  ^®  same  phenomena  as  nitric  acid. 

„._          rm..     11    I-   *       J-            J  •  &/fs  of  6ru«a.— These  are  readily  formed 

,o(5*r^r^*"  "^^"^A  JT**  dj»«o^f'«d '^  by  saturating  dilute  acids  with  brucia. 

i!'2'  ^l  ^l"f '*'  *"^  Caventou,  in   the  ^j^      possess  the  following  properties:- 

hwkcalled^tean^/um.whichwasatone  ^^^  {^^^  ^^^^           ^^      are  sofuble  and 

toe  supposed  to  be  the  product  of  the  crystallizable,  and  haJe   a    hitler  taste. 

BeMcm  anttdysenterua.     As,  however,   this  ^J       ^^^  decomposed   by  potash,   soda, 

fa  now  known  not  to  be  the  ongin  of  the  ^^^^nia,  the  altaline  earJbs,  morphia, 

Wk,Uie  term  brucia  IS  of  course  objec  ^^^    strychnia,    which     precipitate    the 

tionable,  and  some  have  proposed  to  term  ^^^.^  ^They  are  precipitated  by  tannic 

It^udo-an^me.                       ,     .     ,1,.  acid.    Nitric  acid  colours  them  as  it  does 

Nattve  ,taf..-It  exists  not  only  in  this  ^^^  ^^^.^ 

fidse  angustura  bark,  but  also   in   nux  />/,y«ol<,£i«,/#ert,.-The  effects  of  brucia 

Tomioi  and  St  Ignatius»s  beanj   m  the  on  man  and  animals  appear  to  be  precisely 

two    latter   cases  it  is  associated    w,  h  similar  to  those  of  strychnia,  though  larger 

■trycbnia,  and  IS  in    combination    with  joses  are  required  to  produce  them, 

igmsuric  or  Jtrychnic  acid,  but  in  the  false  u^^^^e  uses  of  brucia  are  those  of 

mngastora  bark  it  is  combined  with  gallic  .^rvchnia  and  nux  vomica  before  related. 

^^n           ,.          ta  .                 J  1-    av  Mode  of'   administration.  —  The   dose   of 

Preparatv>n.^li  "Prepared  by  the  same  ^^^^.^  ./^^^  ^^1^  ^        .„  ^dually  in. 

proc^  as  already  descnbed  for  making  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^„^  five  grain^    It  maybe 

atiTconia.                                                 given  in  the  same  way  as  strychnia. 

PyTtfca^tan,^To  punfy  this  alkali  con-  »  ^„^^^^  _p^i,„„i„ J  by  bricia  is  to  be 

irert  11  into  an  oxalate,  which  is  insoluble  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  nux  vomica. 
or  nearly  so,  m  alcohol.     Wash  with  cold 

alcohol,  to  remove  the  colouring  matter.  Strvchnot  lenatia 

Afterwards,    decompose    the    oxalate   by  Hf           S        * 

■lagnesia,   and    separate  the  brucia   by  St.  Ignatius's  bean,  says  Alston,  came 

bcuing  alcohol.  into  the  Dutch  shops  about  the  latter  end 

Fn^pertiei,  —  Brucia  in  the  anhydrous  of  the  17th  centurv.  But  there  is  some 
form,  as  obtained  by  fusing  it,  has  a  waxv  reason  to  suspect  they  were  known  long 
appearance ;  but  when  combined  with  before  this,  and  are  probably  the  sub- 
water,  it  is  capable  of  crystallizing,  the  stances  which  in  the  Latin  translation  of 
form  of  the  crystals  being  oblique  four-  Serapion  was  denominated  nuces  vomices. 
•idedprismsjorsometimes  the  crystals  have  Dale  gives,  as  one  of  their  synonymes, 
a  pearly  laminated  appearance,  something  <*  Igasur,  sen  Nux  vomica  legitima  Serapi- 
like  boracic  acid.  Its  taste  is  venr  bitter,  onis.''  They  are  obtained  from  the  Strychnos 
tlioagh  less  so  than  strychnia.  When  the  Ignatia  (called  by  some  Ignatia  amara),  a 
erystallized  brucia  is  heated,  it  gives  out  tree  indigenous  to  the  Philippine  Islands, 
17  per  cent  of  water,  and  fuses.  whose  fruit  is  smooth  and  pyriform,  and 

Solulrility.-^lt  is  soluble  in  850  parts  of  contains  about  twenty  seeds.  These  seeds, 
cold,  or  500  parts  of  boiling  water ;  but  the  St.  Ignatius*s  beans  of  the  shops,  are 
^e  presence  of  colouring  matter,  of  which  about  the  size  of  olives,  rounded  and  con- 
it  is  difficult  to  deprive  it,  promotes  its  vex  on  one  side,  and  somewhat  angular  on 
•olnlnlity.  It  is  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  the  other.  Externally  they  are  brownish, 
bat  is  insoluble  in  sther  and  the  fixed  with  a  bluish  grey  tint.  Within  the 
oils,  and  is  very  slightly  soluble  only  in  envelopes  of  the  seed  is  a  very  hard  horny 
^bB  Tolatile  oils.  or  cartilaginous  albumen,  in  whose  cavity 
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is  contained  the  embryo.     These  seeds  is  only  the  altered  epidermis;  at  elhr 

have  been  analysed  by  MM.  Pelletier  and  times  it  is  not  thick,  not  fnngom,  b« 

Caventou,  who  found  their  constituenU  to  covered  with  nnmerous  whitish  pra^ 

be  the  same  as  those  of    nux  Tomica,  nences,   formerly    supposed  to  be 
though  in  somewhat  different  proportions. 
Their  effects,  therefore,  are  similar. 

False  Angwtura  Bark  —  Bark  of  Strych- 
nos (  ?) 

History. — In  1804,  Dr.  Rambach  a  phy- 
sician at  Hamburgh,  observed  that  some 
specimens  of  ang^stura  bark,  said  to  be 
from  the  East  Indies,  acted  as  a  powerful 
poison ;  and  as  repeated  cases  of  poisoning 
occurred  with  the  same  substance,  an  order 
was  issued  forbidding  the  use  of  angustura 
bark.  On  the  15th  October,  1815,  the 
Commission  of  Health  of  the  grand  duchy 
of  Baden  ordered  all  the  angustura  bark 
in  the  possession  of  the  aiiothecaries  to  be 
seized  and  placed  under  a  seal ;  the  phjr- 
sicians  at  the  same  time  receiving  an  inti- 
mation that  they  were  not,  in  future,  to 
prescribe  this  bark.  Similar  ordinances 
were  issued  in  Austria,  Bavaria,  and 
Wirtemberg. 


species  of  lichen,  but  now  known  to  It 
only  an  epidermoid  alteration,  the  wm 
advanced  stage  of  which  constitutes  thi 
rust-coloured  layer  already  mentiooei 
The  powder  is  intensely  bitter,  and  of  a 
yellowish  white  colour. 

CompwUioru  —  The  following  are  tb 
constituents  of  this  bark,  according  ti 
the  analysis  of  MM.  Pelletier  and  Cam- 
ton: — 


I 

a 


I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 


Gallate  of  brucia. 

Fatty  matter  (not  deleterioos). 

Gum  (a  large  quantity). 

A  yellow  colouring  matter  (Strydmh 
chrcmn)  soluble  in  water  and  al- 
cohol. 

Sugar  (traces). 

Lignin. 

CJiemical  tests, — By  reference  to  the  eoa- 
stituents  of  this  bark,  the  action  of  tbe 
tests  for  it  may  be  readily  understood. 
An  infnsion  of  this  bark  reddens  litnoi, 


5. 
6. 


The  origin  of  the  bark  is  said, by  Batka,  in  consequence  of  the  excess  of  acid  pre- 

to  be  as  follows:   a  quantity  of  it  was  gent.     Strong  nitric  acid  added  to  thii 

imported  jrom  the  East  into  England,  and  solution  produces  a  red  colour;  and  bj 

not  being  saleable  was  sent  to  Holland ;  dropping  the  acid  on  the  inner  surface  of 

and  as  no  better  means  of  getting  rid  of  it  the  bark,  a  blood-red  spot  is  produced: 

offered,  it  was  mixed  with,  and  sold  as,  in  both  these  cases  the  effect  arises  from 

genuine  angustura  or  cusparia  bark.  the  action  of  the  acid  on  the  brucia.    If 

Botanical  Aufon/.— Great  obscurity  has  nitric  acid  be  applied  to  the  external  snr- 

long  existed  as  to  the  tree  which  yields  face  of  the  bark,  it  produces  a  deep  greet 

it.     At  first   it   was    attributed  to   the  colour,  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the 


Brucea  femiginea,  or  antidjiseritericm,  a  na- 
tive of  Abyssinia,  belonging  to  the  family 
Xanthoxylaceae ;  but  in  1^1  Geiger  had 
occasion  to  examine  the  bark  of  the  B. 
ferruginea,  and  found  that  it  had  no 
resemblance  to  false  angustura.  Now  the 
composition  and  effects  of  this  bark  render 
it  in  the  highest  degree  probable  that  it  is 


acid  on  the  yellow  colouring  matter.  In- 
fusion of  galls  added  to  tne  infusion  of 
this  bark  occasions  a  white  precipitate  of 
the  tannate  of  brucia.  Sulphate  of  iron 
colours  the  infusion  green,  from  its  action 
on  the  yellow  colouriLg  matter. 

Physiological  effects,  —  {a)  On  Animah.-— 
The  experiments  of   Pfaff,    the    Vienna 


the  product  of  some  tree  of  the  family    Faculty,  Emmert,  Meyer,  Orfila,  Magen- 
Strychnacese,  most  probably  of  the  genus    die,  and  Jager,  have  shown  that  it  is  a 


Strycbnos;  Batka  says  of  the  S.  nux 
Toraica,  or  some  neighbouring  species.  I 
have  carefully  examined  the  specimens  of 
this  genus  in  the  herbarium  of  the  Linnsean 
Society,  and  found  on  one  of  the  native 
specimens  of  the  nux  vomica  plant,  in  Dr. 


powerful  poison  to  dogs,  rabbits,  wolves, 
and  other  animals.  Thus  eight,  twelve, 
or  eighteen  grains  of  it  kill  dogs,  tbe 
symptoms  being  precisely  the  same  as 
those  of  nux  vomica  already  detailed,  (k) 
On  Man  it  also  acts  as  a  powerful  poison. 


Wallich's  collection,  a  slight  fungous-kind  Emmert  mentions  that  a  boy  who  had 

of  excrescence,  somewhat  analogous  to  that  taken   by  mistake  ^e  decoction  of  this 

found  on  the  false  angustura  bark.  bark  died  therefVom.      His    intellectual 

Description  of  the  bark, — It  occurs  in  quills  powers  were  unaffected;  he  entreated  his 

or  flat  pieces  (anf^utura  falsa  convoluta  sen  physician   not  to   touch  him,  as  violent 

plana  )f  or  in   pieces  arched    backwards,  convulsions  were  immediately  brought  on; 

having  the  twisted  appearance  of  dried  he  was  powerfully  sweated,  but  did  not 

horn.     It  is  more  compact  and  heavy  than  vomit.     Professor  Marc  was  nearly  poi- 

real     anguf^tura    bark.      The    epidermis  soned    by    swallowing    through    mistake 

varies:   sometimes  it  consists  of  a  dark  three  quarters  of  a  liqueur  glassful  of  a 

fungoid    or    spongy    rust-colonred    layer  strong  vinous  infusion. 

(hence  the  term  angtutum  ferruginea),  which  U*es, — It  is  sometimes  employed  for  tbe 


Ui«a<rJau 


WAS  OR  JAVA  POISON. 

raclioD  of  brucla.  In  conse<)ueiice  of  collect  II,  onl>  two  relurned  tWit;  and 
>  alkali  exittiDg  in  Ibii  bnrk  uomixwl  fruin  their  reporU,  no  liriiig  being  (rege- 
h  itrji'tinia.  lablii  ur  animal)  ii  la  be  seen  fur  a  wkIc 

ln(idi:t(.  —  The  trentmetit  at  caiei  of  Iracl  of  couniry  arnuad  it.  Foerach  laji 
(Oiling  will  be  prccisel;  tbe  lame  as  (or  he  himaclf  Tuand  this  to  be  the  case  far 
;  tomicK.  eighteen  miles  in   CTerr   direction    from 

tbe  tree  I ! !  Darwin,  belieiing  this  report, 
has  made  it  the  subject  of  hii  muse  in  the 
third  canto  of  his  ■■  [jiva  of  lAe  Planli." 

1.  Upai  iliiluir. — The  account  given  b; 
Fneruh  hna  long  been  koown  lo  be  a  gross 
falsehood  and  imposition,  priacipstly  by 
lis  atade  contemiui;  it  abunt  Ibe  jcar  the  researches  of  Dr.  Kotsefieid  and 
O,  bj  a  pertuQ  of  the  name  of  Focrscb,  M.  Leachinault.  From  their  accounts,  it 
1  til  hare  been  a  lurREoa  in  Ibe  serrice  appears  that  the  trai  puiion  Ife*  of  Jara 
([he  Arbpr  ((uicuriii  of  Rlimphius),  is  called 
jJiiliAor  or  Jnliur  (Jnturu  ruicarin  of  bo- 
tanists), and  belongs  to  the  famil;  Llrti- 
cacez>.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  forest 
trees  of  Java,  being  from  SO  to  100  feci 
high.  Here  is  a  drawing  of  it.  taken  from 
It  pablication  of  a  German  botanisL 


•he  poij 


beDui 


B  of  Java 


It  India Cumpan]'.  Male- 


tence  of  death,  are  ofTL-red  the  cb 
ife,  if  Ihev  choose  to  collect  this 
;    and   although    etcrj    prccBulii 

[f  Mien  hondred  persous  who  we 


I  will  obscrre  be  has  BtrikingI;  repre-     paras 
led  tbe  nnnpuitonons  qualities  of  its      tree,  i 
inaliom,  bj  his  picture  of  the  richness 
the    lOTrouDdiai;    vegetation,    by   tbe 


i,  and  birds  depicted  on 
tree,  us  well  as  by  tbe  natiies  in  its  in 
diale  neiKh hour] mod. 

Pre^raiiuB.— The  juice  contained  in 
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bark  of  thin  tree  is  viscid,  milky,  and  bitter.        3.  Yellow    soluble    colourfnif    natlrr, 
It   is  extmctid   hv    inciMon,  and  when  whicb  is  coloured    rad  by  ■ilric 

h<»iliMl  to   the  consistence  of  an   extract  acid. 


an 


posed  of—  »""iivtt  Him  2«ir>'cnnia.      i  nu*,  »ii 

'    \     .  1.1.  P^**^^*^  ^^  wounds,  injected  into  the  •«— 

1.  A  perulmr  elastic  rcsin.  sacs  or  bl<K>d  Teasels,  or   applied  tn  Ik 

2.  Sliarhtl?si.liiblon:ummy  matter, ana-  mucous  membrane,  it  pn»'}aces  tetuv, 

logons  to  bnssorine  asphyxia,    and    death.      Fortr  drops  rf 

3.  A   bitter  matter,  soluble  in  alcohol  upas  dissolred  in  water,  and  iinectedinl) 

and  water,  and  composed  of  three  the  pleura  of  an  old  bay  hone,  ^»e  mt 

substances:  almost    immediately   to   tetanus ' and  » 

(a).  A  colon rin;if  matter,  absorbable  by  phyxin,  and   the  animml  died  after  Ik 

charcoal.  second  attack. 
(b).  An  undclermined  acid.  Lignum  Co/ubr'mum,  or  Snahf-W 

(r).  A   substance  precipitable  by  the  /v'*....^j;..^  n  i  m.  •      \ 

tiiif'fnrf*   nf  trnllc    nntt    u-nir>n    ia  ^       *  ■•"«./ 


-.  preservinjif  ......  ..„„,  „,»,-  „,»„  „•  umx 

Fffectx, — The  symptoms  which   result  poisonous  animals  ;  and  thus  we  bate  n- 

from  its  acticm  im  the  system  indicate  a  rif>us  articles,   seeds,   nmu,    and  wmh, 

double  influence  exercised  on  the  nerrous  which   have   the   word  w.aie  prefixed  » 

system  and  stonacb.  Accordiniy  to  Andral,  them. 

its  action  is  not  absolutely  identical  with  In   A».ia  there  has  lonp^  been  k nova • 

therpasTieute,tobementione<lprc«5cntly:  wood  which  has  been  rappostrd  to  pojavsi 

the  first  produce**  clonic  c«mruUiims,  or  con-  the  above-mentioned  pntpertr,  and  it  bUt 

vnlsiofis  with  nltenintions  of  relaxation;  therefore,  been  denominated  MuAr  k^-iW.iC 

the  second  en  uses   tonic  convulsions,  or  ligutim  cnluhriuum.     The  specimens,  b"W. 

tetanus  properly  so  called.    Moreover,  the  ever,  met  with  in  commerce,  show  llat 

T'pns  nntiar,    after    bcc«iminfr  absorbed,  there  are  various  substances  to  which  thi« 

irritates  the  stomach.     .Accordinsf  to  Sir  term   is  applied,  some  being  the  wood  of 

B.  Brodie,  doath  p'^ults  from  the  heart  the  n>ot,  others  the  wood  of  the  stem, 

beinir  rendered  insensible  to  the  stimulus  'J'^"*   wood   is  probably  the  prtNiace  (if 

of  the  blood.  Strychnos  Colubrina,  though  occ««innaJ]T 

2.  rj>a^  Tu'uti:  —  But  besides  the  T'pas  '*  >»  pr«H*ured  from  other  species  of  Stndt- 

antiar   ju^t    described,  there  is   another  "^^^ — especially  S.  Nux  vomica. 

poison  yet  more  violent,  produced  in  Java  According   to   the  analysis  of  Pellrtiff 

fmmalargewindingshnib  called  the  TiVfiM  *"*^  Caventou,  this  wood  has  the  saae 

or   Tshittik  (the    Strvehnos   Tinite    of  bo-  contiiuents  as  the  bean    of  SL  Imtin, 

tanist"),  belonginirto  the  family  Apocy.  though  in   different  proportions.    Thuit 

nacea*.  Its  nxits  extend  them  velvet  horizon.  *^<>ntains  more  faitv  and  colouring  Bit 

tallv  sometimes  to  a  ci»ns)dcrahle  length ;  *^"»  ™"*'^»  ^css  strychnia,  and,  in  the  plscc 

and  its  stem  occa^onally  ascends  to  the  ^^  hassorine  and  staa'h,  a  lai^er  qnantitr 

top  of  the  largest  forest  trees.  of  woody  fibre. 

Prejuiratiou. —To  obtain  the  poison,  the  '^*  action,  therefore,  is  precisely  siailir 

bark  of  the  tree  is  boiled  in  water,  and  the  ^®  ^®  beforo-mentioned  poistku.  ' 

decoction  filtered  and  evaporated  to  the  t      t-    d  • 

consistence  of  an  extract:   onions, garlic,  langhm  I'Mson. 

IHrppcr,  cralanga,  ginper,  and  capsicums,  ^"*'"    t^®   kernel    of  the   TancbiBii 

being  added  to  render  the  supposed  charm  ^Pn^^niflua  or  Cerbcra  Tanghin,  a  jJuiS 

good.  belonging   to  the  family  Apocynaccap,  !• 

rn»ip..<ifii)n.— This  poison  also  has  been  obtained   the  celebrated  Tanghin  polwa. 

annl^^ied  by  MM.  Pclletier  and  Caventou.  ^  single  seed  (which  is  not  larger  than  u 

It  contain^ —  almond)  is  said  to  be  sufficient  to  deftror 

1     c— .  u   •             ..      •      ..                .  twi'iitv  i»ersons!!     It   is  (or  was)  aicd  in 

^^^,nn>'.r°""°"'  ""•"  "^  '"''  JWadaiaUr  to   determine    tli 'j^Ilat  rf 

9   nLMi.i,    u                1  susiwftfd  piTsonii.    Thoie  who  mie  lUc  I* 

2.  Redd«h    bmwn    colonnng    matter  withstand  the  ordeal  (that  i^  ihoKan- 

green  when  mixed  with  nttric  acid,  nocent,  and  vice  rem.         ««»«««»  » 


CEREBRAL  AFFECTIONS  FROM  DEFICIENCY  OF  CRANIUM.      4&6 

:BRAL  affections   from  structure  three  inches  by  two  inches  in 

vinrvT<Tnv  rkf  oo  i  MtTTitr  ^^^^'     ^he  wound  healed  ;  he  remained 

FICIENCY  OF  CRANIUM.  ^^„  ^j,,  ^^^  ^^^  ^f  thirteen,  after  which 

— -  he    became    subject   to    epileptic    fits, 

which  returned  at  times,  increasing*  in 

•  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  severity  till  the  age  of  sixteen,  when 

they  would  put  on  every  symptom  of 

'  compression  of  the  brain*,  tifl  at  last  he 

Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  would  lie  in  a  state  of  complete   insen- 

led  in  London,  for  October,  1821,  sibility,  with  stertorous  breathing',  for 

•  has  been  written  by  Sir  Gilbert  seventy  hours   at  a   time.      Treatment 
on   the  efficacy  of  mechanical  consisting  of  general  and   local  bleed- 

ssion  in  certain  cases  of  hydroce-  ing,  mercurials,  arsenic,  antispasmodics^ 

He  says,  "  In  reflecting  on  the  quinine,  counter-irritation  through  the 

stances   which    characterize   the  sKin  and  stomach,  by  tneans  of  ant.  tart., 

and  description  of  hydrocepha-  all  proved  unavailing,  till  death  termi- 

me  of  the  chief  of  which  are —  nated  his  suflerings  Oct.   17,  1831,  at 

is  very  seldom  met  with  but  in  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
rly  life,  and  most  commonly  in  in-  Autopsy,  ten  hours  after  death.-^On 
before  the  bregma  is  closed ;  that  viewing  the  bod  y,  the  only  external  de- 
ft in  most  cases  a  preternatural  feet  was  in  the  integuments  of  the  back 
the  head  ;  and  that  it  is  usually  part  of  the  scalp  and  ears,  which  were 
d  with  a  rachitic  state  of  the  of  a  livid  colour.  On  dissecting  the  in- 
and  a  general  scrofulous  flacci-  teguments  off  the  head  there  was  extra- 
the  sofl  parts,  and  runs  in  parti-  vasation  of  blood,  with  the  appearance 
amilies — it  occurred  to  me  that  of  contusion  on  the  back  part  of  the 
iension  of  the  head  and  bregma  skull,  opposite  the  ridge  of  tne  occipital 
g  to  a  want  of  firmness  and  due  bone.  On  removing  the  calvarium  the 
ice  in  the  bony  compages  of  the  dura  mater  adhered  closely  throughout, 
vbich  consequently  yields  to  that  but  was  perfectly  healthy;  it  was  want- 
f  pressure  with  which  the  brain,  ing  over  the  original  wound,  the  cover- 
p-owth,  acts  on  its  parietes.  In  ings  of  which  were  as  follows — integu- 
ng  further  on  the  subject,  it  an-  ment,  tunica  arachnoides,  and  pia  mater, 
to  me  conformable  to  some  of  the  The  sinuses  were  gorged  with  venous 
[>proved  principles  of  physiology,  blood,  also  the  veins  leading  to  them 
s  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  ten-  presentin|r  an  unusual  size.  The  tunica 
d  pressure  necessary  to  the  sound  arachnoides  healthy;  the  convolutions 
on  and  action  of  parts,  the  with-  of  the  hemispheres  of  the  brain  were 
g  of  this,  by  inviting  affiux  and  flattened  ;  in  the  ventricles  was  found 
tion,  produces  serous  efl*usion  ;  a  small  quantity  of  a  sero-sanguineous 
'  the  like  reason  therb  may  be  a  fluid  ;  the  cortical  and  medullary  sub- 
icy  of  that  interstitial  absorption  stances  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum 
'bich  the  healthy  state  of  this  and  firm,  without  any  infiltration.  The  tho- 
ir  parts  of  the  living  frame  de-  racic  and  abdominal  viscera  presented 
'  Sir  G.  Blane  relates  one  well-  every  appearance  of  health.  The  mind, 
I  case,  shewing  its  advantages,  or  intellectual  constitution,  was  rather 
Ij  the  following  surgical  case,  in  of  a  superior  order  than  otherwise;  me- 
a  large  portion  of  the  bony  scalp  mory  strong.  He  was  amiable  in  his 
Scient,  may  tend  to  support  the  disposition  ;  fond  of  horse  exercise  and 
doctrine,  as  I  could  assign  no  shooting ;  very  lively  between  the  pa- 
ause  of  death  but  the  want  of  the  rpxysms,  wbicn  interval  sometimes  last- 
ipport  to  the  encephalon.  ed  three  months. 

It  might  be  asked,  why  was  he  not 

•ge  Patterson,  aged  five  years  and  subject  to  epilepsy  between  the  time  of 

lonths,  received  a  fracture  of  the  the  accident  ana  the  commencement  of 

ind  Dosterior  part  of  the  left  side  them,  at  thirteen  years  of  age  ?    On  in- 

08  (rontis,  and  anterior  edge  of  quiry  I    learned,    from   the    time   the 

rietales    adjoining,  which  exfo-  wound  healed  over  till  he  was  thirteen, 

leaving  an  aperture  in  the  bony  he  wore  a  metallic  plate,  secured  on 
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with  a  tight  bandagfe,  therebj  making    casion  to  appl j  onr  minda  to  a  doae 

ariificia]  pressure.  accurate  ioYestifcation  of  them.    Whoi 


we  talk  of  a  decillion,  we  know  we  nt 


publicity ;  and  remain,  sir,  its  magrnitude,  we  can  onlj  reach  H  I7 

Yours  most  respcctfullj,  taking  some  enormous  intermediate  ia- 

JoHN  Grantham.  teger. 

Crayford,  Kent,  The  diameter  of  tbe  earth  u  aboit 

Dec.  21. 1886.  8000  miles ;  the  solid  contents  of  spboci 

vary  as  the  cube  of  their  reapeetif  e  dit- 

meters.    The  population   of  the  woiU 

HOM(EOPATIIIC  DOSES.  bas  been  calculated  at  about  eight  hm- 

Do  THE  HOMCEOPATiis  coMPREUEND  ^^  milHons;  and  a  boma»paaiie  do« 

juijM  ?  ^^  Opium  amounts   to  two  dccilKonKa 

'  parts  of  a  grain.     Upon  these  data  wt 

proceed.      From   one   grain   of  opiaa 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  abrade  an  atomic  particle  which  shall 

gj^  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole 

rp           '      J      .      «    r            1  ..  ST^ain,  that  a  spherule  one-thonmadlh 

The  annexed  extrac  s  from  a  letter  re-  pan  of  an  inch  in  diameter  bears  to  the 

cei ved  from  a  clerical  fnend  to  whom  I  gi^be  upon  which  we  sUnd :  divide  ddi 

bad  lent  Hahnemann's  and  Quin's  books  particle  into  homoeopathic  doses,  aid 

on  HomcBopatby    amused,  and  at  first  cause  each  indiTiduaV  on    thefcce  sf 


certainly  somewhat  startled  me,  until  I  ^^  earth  to  swallow  a  dose  CTeiy  • 

had  gone  through  one  or  two  of  the  cal-  it  ^^  require  twenty  miUiona  of  jeut 

culations  and  verified  their  accuracy.  ^  take  thTe  particle  described. 

I  have  never  before  seen  the  extreme  it  ^m  rapprehend,  be  of  little  mo- 

absurdity    of    homeopathic    doses    so  n,ent  whether  you  administer  opium  ia 

clearly  demonstrated;   and   could  you  these  ideal  quantities,  or  distillJ  water. 

find  room  for  their  insertion  m  your  or-moonshlne.     If  the  Loid  Mayof^ 

valued  penodical,  you  will  oblige  sir,  ^rdem  respecting  the  provisions  spiihd 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^  ^^e  fire  in  T^ley-street  were  {^ 

Tuos.  H.  Smith.  carried  into  effect,  there  can  be  no>oit 

St.  Mary  Cray,  Kent,  ter  brewer  using  Thames  water  who  ktt 

Dec.  22.  lt^36.  ^^t  administered  to  eveiy  balf.pint  cos- 

"  Many  thanks  for  the  books  on  Ho-  tomer  very  alarming  doses,  homoeopa- 
rocropathy.  I  have  read  them  atten-  thically  speaking,  of  the  arseniate  §f 
tively  :  tfie  result  has  amused  me,  as  it  ham.  This  should  certainly  be  look- 
may  amuse  you   also.      The  point  to  ed  to. 

which  I  will  first  allude  is  the  exces-  ^    Buttoourillustrationabove^-Opiamr 

sivcly  minute  quantities  in  which  the  it  may  be  objected  that  it  is  really  a 

homoeopathists    profess    to    administer  powerful   medicine :   let   us    glance  st 

their  medicines.      A  physician   of  our  some  drug  of  milder  properties.     Capii- 

acquaintance,  as  he   was  laughiug  at  cum  I  use  to  my  boiled  beef  in  formi- 

thesc  small  doses  a  few  da.ys  ago,  ob-  dable  allopatliic  doses ;  let  us  see  bow 

served  that  it  was  like  throwing  a  grain  Hahnemann   administers   it.      This  be 

of  an  active  medicine  into  the  Thames,  attenuates  to  the  ninth  degree ;  that  is, 

He  meant  to  exaggerate,  but  he  in  fact,  he  would  give  a  globule  of  sugar  or 

as  I  shall  presenUy  sbew^  enormously  spirit,  whicn  are  his  only  vehicles,  coo- 

uuderrated  the  decree  of  attenuation,  taining  one-trillionth  part  of  capsicum; 

Two  dccillionth  parts  of  a  grain  is  a  that  is,  one  part  of  capsicum  to  oae- 

favourite  homceonathic  dose.     Now  tril-  trillion  of  the  tame  parts  of  sm^. 

li(uis  and    decillions    aro    very  pretty  Now  suppose  we  wished  to  attenuate 

words,  to  which,  however,  we  can  aflix  one  grain  of  capsicum  in  this  proportioOi 

no  definite  or  even  approximate  idea ;  we  should,  of  course,  require  one  tril- 

wc  are  not  aware  bow  the  powers  of  lion  grains  of  sugar.     Will  you  tell  mt 

numbers  mount  up,  unless  we  have  oc-  oflf-hand  in  what  space,  within  a  ship- 
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ou  i)ii)(lit  stnw  stvAj  a  Iril- 
of  sugar?  A  West  India- 
tons  IS  a  yejy  large  Wl-hI 
ideed ;  if  w«  rrt'i|{lit  ten 
:b  ships,  and  let  them  each 
ihnusanil  voy aires,  tliere 
einaiii  above  halfa  milliio) 
s  loads  at  Jamaicii,  out  of 
(Trains.  The  ralculatioii  is 
(h,aiid  my  accuracj',  llicre. 

ed  in  Taney  an  jituKlration 
ratoids.  tliL-  area  iif  the 
lid  is  48»,-250  sijiiare  feet, 
fhl  41)9  (cet,   eall   it  60ti ; 

'    M    sulid 


eomparintjf  it  irith  the  ticffs  of  olfaen, 
and  lu  (iresent  it  in  the  funn  of  au 

I  aminpossewioD  ofat  leant  one  hun- 
dred iiolicea  of  its  internal  use,  duriagf 
tlie  lust  twelve  monllis,  at  the  dispensarjr. 
A]tliou<;h  one-halt'  or  these  hu  been 
di>iiitsscd  without  comment,  t'lrre  is  not 
one  hut  has  either  confirmed  my  );«ne- 
ral  knowledge  of  this  substance,  or 
c]iu>ed  it  to  be  directed  into  new  chaii- 
ni'ls  ofrci^arch. 

The  diseases  in  whicli  1  have  si 


-   or  8t),0-H,6Cifi  cubic  feet. 

at  this  miimenl  the  specific 
■irar,  bill  that  of  |)ure  aiiirit 
her  vehicle)  1  have.  The 
cubic  foul  of  spirit  is  8(i0 
Itiply  this  by  4:i7i,  tou  jfet 
>inis  in  the  cubic  foul;  di- 
lliou  by  this  number,  and 
,  that  yon   huve  shove  two 


billio 


I  feel  i 


.  the  cube 
lit  is  13,750  in  feet,  which 
.■D^lh  of  each  side  of  a  cubi- 
!iich  will  hold  a  trillion  of 
■nre  spirit, — thai  must  be 
uile»  and  a  half  liintf,  two 
half  wide,  and  two  miles 
igh;  or,  ciiinparinK  it  with 


Is,  , 


auhl   , 


hounmd  tix  liHutlrtd  p^ra- 
niH  ipirit  enouffh  to  dilute 
feapiicum.  You  will  thus 
frii-nd  uonid  ecrtaiul.v  iicii- 
inies   with  his  drup  of  lau- 


H  THE  VIRTUES 

DATE    OF    POTASS, 


T.C.  Hake,  M.I). 


oflicacy  jirurcd  are  priDcipally  thnsc  of 
tej^uinentary   niembranes,    w  he  ill 
fecled  in   ifiirir  fuuctious  or   org^niza. 


iclher  af- 


n  ;  and  of  ll)e  liiirous  tissues;  and  it 
virtues  depend  on  a  tonic  and  stimutuut 

As  a  remi'dy  acts  through  fixed  laws, 
and  is  unable  to  adapt  itself  to  the  cir- 
cnmstances  of  its  administration,  it  ii 
the  latter  which  we  are  constantly  con- 
eidcriiiff  after  our  ideas  of  the  former 
are  made  perfect;  and  ihn.u^h  these 
thai  we  are  to  extend  our  kuowledge. 
A  stimulant,  for  example,  increases  ac- 
tion; but  it  is  whatever  kind  of  action 
may  exist  at  tho  time  of  its  applica^un, 
whether  an  iiiflanimalnry,  irntable,  or 
merely  debilitated  action;  therefore  our 
first  ohjectis  to  ascertain  which  ofthete 
stales  is  present,  and  to  convert  one 
into  another,  accordinjf  to  the  end  we 
would  accomplish,  and  the  peculiar 
state  of  system  on  which  we  are  ucsiroua 

In  many  disorders  in  which  final  ad- 
vantage may  be  anticipated  from  the 
hy<lriodatc  of  pnlass,  there  are  states  of 
the  system  which  forbid  its  use.  It 
cannot  he  given  in  the  acute  stajjea  of 
rheumatism,  because  of  the  febrilesymp- 
toms;  but  directed  with  skill  to  certam 
varieties  of  the  chronic,  it  is  a  specific. 
This  distinction  arises  also  in  acute  and 
chronic  diseases  of  the  skin ;  and  ia 
disorders  where  there  may  he  no  excite- 
ment of  the  system,  although  there  exist 
lucal  irriliilion  of  the  stomach  or  intesti- 
nal canal,  this  abnormal  stale  will  suffer 
aggravation  instead  of  tune  bejng  di. 
rccted  to  the  system,  or  relief  to  ths 
disease. 

The  hydriodate  of  potass,  when  inter- 
nally exiiibitcd,  may  perform  the  office 
'  "  "     ■       '        '  attelidan' 


ve  been  induced  to  embody    hind  of 
le  of  its  properties,  without    mucous  t 


oD  its  exhibition  being  adapted  to  this 
i.!-j    -r  --.:__        Y^  J^^  instance,    the 
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it  will  elevate  tliein  to  tlirir  natural 
lone,  and  will  afterwards,  if  pursued, 
assert  its  influence  us  a  siiniuLint  over 
distant  organs,  or  the  one  to  uhicli  its 
action  may  have  heen  directed  by  supe- 
rior art. 

If  the  te^'unii  ntarv  menibrnne  of  the 
stomach  suHTcr  irritation  thn)u<;h  inevi- 
table sympathy  with  disease,  so  as  to  be 
irreducible  beyon<l  a  limited  exti-nt  so 
lonor  as  the  cause  exists,  it  should  be 
Rnta<ronized  by.  counter-irritants,  such 
as  henbane,  htnilock,  lettuce,  a:id  the 
like,  accordin:^to  their  decrees  of  appli- 
cability, at  the  same  time  that  the  ny- 
driodate  of  potass  is  jriven.  Then  the 
prime  remeily  will  often  act  as  if  there 
were  no  irritation. 

The  hydriodate  f)f  potass  has  a  power 
over  the  liver  similar  to  that  of  mercury 
and  colchicum,  but  milder;  a:id  this 
power  is  based  on  a  stinnilation  which 
It  sets  up  in  the  duodenum.  By  uh:>t 
law  is  this  efiected  ?  The  question 
Tuig^ht  be  re>p(>nded  to  by  an  analotry 
the  most  p'jrfect,  and  with  uuileviiitiii^r 
confidence,  but  that  there  are  invi>iltle 
lovers  of  science*,  who,  interferinj^  in 
what  they  are  intended  by  nature  not 
to  understand,  the  limits  of  their  reason 
bein^assifrned,  are  doomed  in  their  nar- 
row sphere  to  consider  hypothesis  as 
inimical  to  philosophy.  Still  it  mav  be 
stated  why  tlie  stimulation  of  bydiio- 
date  of  potass  in  the  duodenum,  like 
that  of  mercury,  colchicum,  and  other 
aj^enfs,  is  productive  of  a  flow  vC  bile. 
It  is  by  an  admirable  deception  of  na- 
ture ! 

When  the  chyme  escapes  from  the 
stomach  into  the  duodenum,  it  perfonns 
its  part  as  the  only  natural  stimulant  of 
the  inti.'sti.ie,  and  successfully  solicits 
bile.  Hut  when,  in  the  absence  of 
chyme,  artificial  stimulants  ar^  resorted 
to,  the  biliary  ajiparatus,  unintelli<;'ent, 
still  obeys  the  call,  and  there  is  an  eva- 
cuation of  ^all  ^roater  or  les>  in  )ii-o. 
portion  to  the  degfree  of  stimulation 
above  or  below  that  of  nature,  and  ac- 
cording as  the  stimulus  of  eiiyme  is 
similated  by  tlie  artificial  a^ent  em- 
ployed. 

The  hydriodate  of  potass  miblly  sinii- 
lates  the  power  exerted  over  the  fiver  by 
ch\Tne. 

Afid  in  what  manner  does  this  a^ent 


•  Vide  the  letter,  "  Z.,'Mn  the  Mf.dioal  G\. 
iirTK  for  Dec   17. 


affect  the  iutestiiiet  as  it  passes  tbrvogb 
their  channel  ? 

The  liydrioilate  nf  pota^  stimulaici 
tlie  lacteals,  and  thus  8iniil.'itc9  the  ac- 
tion of  chyle.  Unendowed  wjth  iiitrl- 
li-reiK  e,  actinir  only  ihrou^rh  fixed  lavi, 
to  them  the  stimulant  is  sufficient,  asd 
they  are  ]irt'p:ireil  to  absorb.  But  thouisfc 
ex  itefl,  they  find  no  eliyle.-^il  is  ibe 
hydriodate  of  potavt ;  nnd  this  they  r^ 
fuse  to  imbibe.  Thus  a  very  iniportafll 
result  is  obtained  —  the  cfTorl  nf  abMif^ 
tion  wiihout  the  act;  important,  la- 
deed,  in  mescnterie  disease,  where  tk 
functions  are  deeply  eompromiH-d.  bst 
where  exercise  of  organization  may 
thus  be  incited. 

Here  it  may  be  well  tn  prrrprrKe  i 
question — one  of  a  somewhat  subllf 
natur: — whether  this  exercise  nf  the 
lacteals,  without  a  flow  of  chyle  throu^ 
their  tubes,  or,  if  the  expression  l»e 
adapted,  this  action  on  racHfip^  has  (lie 
s:ime  effect  on  thesecretiou.s  as  if  actual 
abs{ir))tion  had  occurred  ?  Secretion  is 
kept  in  a  ratii»  \«ith  ahfrarjitiim  by 
nervous  sympathy  ;  the  iijcrcasc  ur 
diminution  of  the  one  iiifluciK't^  tLe 
otht»r  in  like  manner;  thercA»re,  siiicc 
it  is  less  the  presenci*  of  ahscirbed  fluiils 
than  the  orf*-.inic  action  which  con:(ti- 
tutes  absorpiicm,  will  not  this  artificisi 
action  of  the  vhylelca*  lacteals  pnaluif 
an  incivased  natural  action  of  the  sccrc- 
tiiuis  on  the  mu<*ous  surface? 

Th^'  view  which  has  been  now  siijj- 
f;est<.d  of  a  similatiuLf  pf»wur  excrci>c«l 
by  meilieinal  bodies,  is  worthy  ofbeing* 
further  developed,  and  consider,. d  in  nf- 
lation  U)  the  Jeiirrees  of  deviation  fr>m 
the  natural  standard  of<timulHtton— 'diat 
exercised  by  chyme  and  chyle,  I'Mrorf- 
iuff  to  the  ai^rnts  eni})loyed.  By  the 
(d)servation  of  our  daily  habitft,  wc  arv 
informed  of  the  stimulating  power  uf 
almost  all  foreinrn  bodies  on  the  salivary 
glands ;  and  althoiiifh  the  intestinal 
structure  and  its  dependencies  are  be- 
yoml  our  view,  the  analciry  is  perfectly 
extensible  to  them,  and  enables  us,  br& 
correct  pn)ccss  of  ratiocination,  to  as- 
sume that  as  the  action  of  chyme  is,  sa 
is  that  of  mercury,  on  the  liver;  that 
those  bodies  whose  action  is  on  the  lac- 
teals have  the  same  effect  as  chyle  wi 
thosr  orjjans;  and  that  these  vari'»ui 
actions  on  the  same  apparatus  differ 
only  in  dc'^ree. 

An  instance  \%hicli  I  witnessed  may 
be   here    adduced    to  demonstrate  thf 
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dmiUrit^urtcliun  poHeued  by  bvilrii 
date  oruiiU^uand  mercuTTinlhe  If 
kndj-.  A  fcmalehadulEcn  hxlfai. 
of  calomel  uif^ht  and  miimm:;,  in  the 
fbm  arPluDin)er'K]>iII.  mid  iltKCoiiti'iurd 
the  mediuiiie  after  a  short  jKrioi},  niili- 
oBt  cansltlutiiiiialdiMrdcr  liitiiii!;sLi|i<.T- 
rcned.  The  brdriiidalc  i>l'  iiHtnss  tiin-. 
"    ■  "  I   frw  dn 


iiifT 


orifanic  relatiuna  ;  an  arlificial  itiiuuliu 
rpiipws  their  loiip, — ihcj  experieiii'L'  ux- 
tiai»iliiiarr  [Hiwcr.  Or<raii:i;  jiHrticlcii, 
hiirdirintf  on  t)ip  lr.:ii<ilii>ii  »lutc  Irom 
Kolid   to  fluid,   Hre    tli.-  Milutili    at  al>. 


«>rhi-ii 


r  thi^ir 


But   i 


■Klttl'T 


atance,  twrllinu'  <if  tlic  gh 
Wen  too  KiKlitnilj  atlriiiult'il  tr>  h.vdiio- 
dftte  uf  putaiH,  iiiasniui-b  ax  the  liitiii^ 
fiMtioN  Mulwided  under  ita  cuiilijiiicd  ad- 
MdRiktnlifin,  it  wu  iboufrhl  I>m)H-r,  in 
thr  fiimier  ease,  to  cnnlii)ii>-  tlir  mrdi- 
cillr  ;  iHit  ulivalion  mpidlj'  itirrcawd, 
and  was  alleviated  in\\y  whtli  the 
fcjdrwidHie  was  withheld. 

A  nietiatBHH  of  the  intiic  and  Rtiniu- 
(if  bydriiHlHit:  of  ptitass  to 
.9ns  may  rcKult  rmiii  iLi  ei>n- 
Ikucd   ad  mill  Hiral  ilia.      The   ittiiiiiHch, 

Eobabljr  tlte  (ciuiphaguii,  as  well  nii  the 
Inlinn,  maj'   he  madv  subacrtit'Ut  to 
the  traDituisiiiiin  of  its  cAcvIk.     Iti  ilicite 

Crta  the  local  actiini  must  be  uliuiulHiit 
Tore  iifw  power  can  be  iitijiarted 
lbrou|{h  them  lu  lissurs  whii'li  nrc  re- 
Htite,  mnd  cminected  Icm,  if  at  all,  bv 
contiuuitj,  ihati  b,v  a  iiiediiiiii  of  iier. 
*oui  fibn~i.  In  tfa'ickcnin|;of  stnicliire, 
Mivh  a*  ix  Tiiund  in  llie  nMicmiit  Itgit- 
Bieiit  nf  bronelii.il  tubes,  there  i«  n  eiT- 
tain  dr;;ree  uf  atiiuv ;  thai  U,  tlie  cir- 
culation ill  the  pari  in  n  tiinliil  l>,v  Oie 
euiiilent'ed  stale  uf  ibe  ii»iiv,  und'tli  ir. 
m  little  adiance  made  b>'  iIh  HliMnhint 
and  excretory  vchmIh.  In  thin  ili. 
Tenma  the  hiiiuulua  ul'  liidrimiHru  of 
potau,  urifcil  fri'iii  the  HliiuiiK.'h  lu 
the  bmnchial  niembniiif.  Ih  not  at 
frat  Atioiiilunt  at  its  final  di->iiiia. 
linn,  bill  ionic  ;  niir  until  a  bi^her 
vitiiltl^  bceomes  cstiiblishcd,  is  u  sti- 
nulMinu  induced  in  Ibe  thitkt'iied 
Mmeture.  Tbi«,  however,  bein;;  iinic 
lecompli.slieil,  ibut  is,  ihc  iictiun  of 
satural  toniiitj-  biinj;  excei ili-d,  tlu'  ab- 
•orUnlN  Hill  loKiii  (hrir  task  iif  carry. 
iiiK  ulT  ibi'  hupi-iiibundHiit  )iartirl<;« 
wbicb  cimsiitute  ibii-kciiini,'';  si'cretion 
(olluwa;  Ihc  IiIciihI  h  f>n-\y  ox.i^i-n- 
ixci),     anil    I  be     ruiictitin     iif    animal 


lemprmture  resHmeil. 
And  bv  what  mcanH 

arctiieab 

sfirbciiH 

thua  induced  Ul  act? 

Bcr..Te,  u 

iiiiLIe  to 

resbirc  tbc  condcnsid  I 

ii»uc  III  a 

normal 

Mate,  tber  became  inw 

cnsible  It 

1  ibc  »ti- 

Huhu  t.r|tarticlca  n  hi 

ch  it  »houM  bate 

hI  ;  Ihc  bvdriudalu  of 
pol:iKS  siinilates  ihrou^b  iieivoua  media 
those  kitninii;  the  e.xen-ise  of  tl>e  ob- 
aiirbeulN  myrn  ihrsc  vcMH'N  Htrcn|;tb, 
wliii'h.  irat  first  ineireetual,  u  atiAlly 
Kiifflcient  to  bnnl:  down  the  ort^niza- 
li'in,  and  comet'  tbi'  detritus  into  the 
cirrnlniion. 

TbusiM  c.sl.ib1isli<.-<l  a  iirw  eoiiflrmii- 
lioii  (if  the  truth,  that  mcdiiiiic  in  its 
8U>:ccs~nil  ae:i><n  is  an  imitator  of  nature, 
the  fiiinulus  of  the  subMnncc  in  ques- 
lion  on  the  absnrU'uts  lu'lnj;  similar  in 
kind,  allbouirh  iir.t  ill  dc;;rt.-e,  to  that  of 
solid  particles  ahout  lu  he  removed  by 
thpRi  from  a  heiillhy  tissue.  In  IIm 
s^mc  wnj-  aH  il  .ifls  on  the  cliiodcnnm 
with  a  )iiiH'er  like  tbnt  of  chrme,  and 
deceives  the  iiilii>tiiics  nitb  a  cbjIe-liLa 
action,  it  similutCH  the  natural  stimuli 
ufalMiorhent  vewulx. 

Bill  what  in  lo  he  bronjj^ht  forward 
hereafter  ns  a  |irinrijjal  mrans  nfcuriiiff 
certain  diseases  with  ihe  hvilriodate  ot* 
jiol.i.s*,  mav  be  here  ulluili'it  lo  as  ac- 
cessory to  ils  eiinslitulirin:il  rflecis, — 
tbc  power  of  cnrniiijf  i)ff  bile  fniio  the 
KVsti-m,  and  bv  i>peniii^  the  duct,  of 
rnu.<-injf  a  free  pBiisii);e  for  the  elements 
of  diseased  s'ruetijre  which  the  ab- 
Kiirheuis  niay  bate  aihkd  to  llie  Mikii). 

Hy  Iraciiitf  the  Kyiiintomt  wbiuh  hy- 
drioilulc  of  piilHss  pniducea  on  a  livitij; 
body,  we  aiw  only  iraeiiif;  the  direcjiiiii 
and' disirtbuiion  of  uertouK  fibres,  and 
deliTniinintf,  bv  llie  simplest  pnicesa  uf 
discovery,  the  niiiiiiier  ii>  which  il  acta. 
I-'or  insiaiiee.  in  hysterical  anbjects,  in. 
stead  iif  fullillino',  as  inteiiiled,  any  par- 
tii'ular  iiidir:itioti,  it  will  act  us  swrn  aa 
sualhiucd  un  the  sluinuchii',  and  pro- 
bably the  H'xtph.iifi'iil  branehes  of  the 
i>iieumo-;;ahtric  nerte;  and  s|iendinff 
ilK  ]ioiver  on  tile  sujicrior  larynifea) 
and  the  adjnei-iii  luTie-i,  produce  (fliibua 
liysterii-iis  nbieb   uill   continue  some* 

Morc'iHT,  in  Iniri;!"'  these  (ymptoras 
ill  coniu  iriMin  wilh  the  disease  cxistitiir, 
ne  oblliin  a  stilt  bi:.'bcr  ■'iiiifirmation  uf 
the  iTutb.  A  iiiTs.iii  wilh  enlar^red 
prostate,  haviii<r  t.iken  hydriiiilate  uf 
potass,  fell,  afi'-r  a  rrasunuble  lime,  a 
eon-tunt    miJ    plunging    paiu    in   die 
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tended  along^  the  line  of  the  perineum,  1.  0  :—pro  ppranis  no?em  cum  Mmiae^ 

striking  the  prostate,  and  the  extremity  lege  ^r,  48-5. 

of  the  penis  and  rectum.     Again,  the  In  8vo.  p.  50,  ]].  22,  3, — in  32rao.p. 

bearins'-down  pains  and  others  connected  61,  ].  11  : — pro  Kc\d\  Hydmcblorici  di- 

v^'ith  the  uterus  which  are  attended  by  luti  niinimiH  novem,  lege  Acidi  HydriK 

pain  in  the  sacrum,  may  be  rcmov(Hl  by  chlurici  g'r.  39*5. 

fiydriodate  of  potass. 

These   two  instances  sliow  that  the      _^— 

branches  of  the  hypoiifastric  plexus  and  .TkTAT-vci?c        ^g\n>yr^^a      D/^^ra 

«acral  uerve.  whU  are  distributed  at  ANALYSESandNOTICESofBOOKS. 

the  colon  and  rectum  may  equally  be  

attacked  in  those  parts  by  an  hyilrio-  ••L'Auteur  te  tne  *alloojferceqiieleleei«r» 

date,  with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  d is-  tueaiilrfger."— D'alkmiiiirt. 

eases  which  are  under  the    control  of  

its  final  distribution.  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  MauMe- 

♦•       •    r  f«n  "r"*'M"  '      A^  ^^  '""^'fi?"  '»''*'  «"''  ^"'«*«  of  Children,    ii 

tion  IS  fulfilled  is  this  :-A  nam  in  the  r      j     Evanson,    M.D.,    andfl. 

spinal  cord  IS  expressive  ol  increased  Maunsell,   M.D.,  ProfesLoni  in  the 

action  which  art  or  nature  may  |>roduce.  r,,^.^!  Colle^  of  Surgeons,  Dublin. 

In  either  case  the  new  enerffv  is  g-iven  ^       ',     ,      ^^     ,       ..^,     , 

to  nerves  proceeding  from  tlie  seat  of  \"^,  lack  of  good   scientific  books  on 

excitation   to  its   disordered   viscus,  to  children  s  diseases  m  this  country,  hai 

establish  in  the  latter  a  process  of  cure,  ^""^r  ,*l^'^"  ^P"  P^,  practitioners,  ycHing 


lime  acting  in  iiKe  manner  on  me  nypo-    " »•    ,"r   i J   ...w.^  «„,.««,,  «, 

gastric  plexus,   the   two-fold   effect   is  ^  ur^edhy  our  continental  brethren, 

conveyed    to  the   terminations  of  the  ^"^?  "»  *^''""^<^  »"^  Germaiir,  great  at- 

an iicd  nerves.  tenlion   has  been  paid   to   the  subject, 

In  the  first'of  these  cases,  that  of  dis-  «.'"].'"  ,^^>«  ^'V'^''  ^"""^7  ^^"^.^^.V' 

cased  prostate,  the  action  is  set  up  ;   in  "odical  works  regularly  estoblisbfdfbr 

the  second  it  is  made  complete.  the  publication  of  papers  on  the  di*c«sci 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  author  to  illus-  ^^  infants,  ajid  their  proper  modes  of 
trate  these  theories  by  the  cases  on  treatment.  Two  of  these  we  announced 
which  they  are  founded,  in  a  succeeding  "^*  *"»^  ^^"ce,  among  our  notices  of  re- 
paper,  cent  German  works.   But  we  hope,  naj^*, 

we  think  there  are  syni]>toiiis  of  It, 
— that  this  unseemly  defect  in  ourmedicil 

CORRECTION  OF   AN   ERROR  IN  ^KfLriLfo.^  tt  mL^K 

THE  NEW  PHARMACOPEIA.  eaniest  of  a  better  order  of  things. 

The  authors  have  had  ample  upportu- 

^^  si    IP  J*        r  al    MM  J'    iry      »^  "*0'     of  acquiring  experience  on  the 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  subject  about  which  they  have  written, 

Sir,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  they  have  pro- 
May  I  beg  that  you  will  insert,  in  the  P*^^  ^J'  ^*'^.  occasion.  Their'book  betis 
next  number  of  your  journal,  the  follow-  lutnnsic  evidence  of  the  fruits  of  carefnl 
ing  correction  o'f  a  very  palpable  error  observation  ;  it  is  judiciously  and  skil- 
in  the  formula  for  the  extemporancQus  '^""^  drawn  up,  and  exhibits  the  joint 
preparation  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  intro-  proo"ction  of  the  fellow-labourers  in  t 
duccd  into  the  new  edition  of  the  Phar-  ^cry  attractive  light, 
macopceia  Londinensis?  I  am  indebted  .  I>r.  Evauson  treats  of  the  peculian- 
for  its  detection  to  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  *»C8  of  the  infant  structure  and  consti- 
operativc  chemist,  of  Great  Ormond-  tution,  of  infant  pathology  and  then- 
street.-— I  am  sir  peutics,  uf  the  diseases  of  the  digestive 
Your  obedient  servant,  organs  and  the   brain,   &c. ;   while  Dr. 

C.  H.  Maunsell  considers  the  physical  edueir 

l)ec.24.  ibss.  tion  of  infants,  the  accidents  and  dis- 
eases [>eculiar  to  new-bom  children,  dis- 

In  Rvo.  p.  60, 1.  21,— in  32mo.  p.  61,  eases   of  the  respiratory  organs,  racei- 
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eruptive   fevers,   and   constitu-  though  the  right  of  others  to  a  like  dis- 

diseases  occurring  during  the  tinction  was  admitted  in  certain  speeches, 

l^"^n  that  the  range  of  to-  ^^'^'''  '^''""S^  P^^^^"^  forgotten  hy  the 

extensive  :   we  can  safeljr  add,  orators,  are  -  thanks  to  Hansard  -  not 

is  wrought    out  diligently   in  lost  to  the  world. 

art.     The   volume  is  corapendi-  True,  we  are  told  that  other  establish- 

t    it  must  not   be  confounded  ments  may  be  added  hereafter;  but  why 

ose   Mothers'  Guides  and  Nur-  i .            i                     o    -nn.     • 

asures  which   make  their  mis-  ^^s  this  not  done  at  once  ?    Why  is  an 

J,  or  at  least  good-for-nothing,  equality  in  this  respect  not  given  to  all 

ace  from  time  to  time.     It  as.  who    equally   deserve  it  ?      Why    are 

a  scientific  character,  and  we  ^^^^^  ^^                i„  j^^^j   ^^^  ^^^^  ^hich 

ot  will   be  found  useful  by  all  .             j   i     -.i:     ^         '•       *    . 

e  to  grapple  with   the   difecul-  «  conceded  without  question  to  tn^t)  in- 

r2ictice.  stitutions  ?  The  answer  is  quite  obvious : 

to  favour  that  establishment,  which  en- 

ription  of  the  Bones,  for  Stu.  joys  the  patronage  of  the  government 

in  Anatomy.     By  J.  F.  South,  But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  said,  the  mi- 

ant-Surjreon    to    St.   Thomas's  nisters    did    not   know    of   any   other 

ilal.    Third  edition.  schools  worthy  to  be  so  honoured.    Now 

jw  edition  is  rendered  far  supe-  ^^^  business  is  with  medicine;  and  we 

ts  predecessors,  by  being  richly  .           ,      .1    ^       ..•             j  ^ 

ed  with  wood  engravinj^  inter-  8^3^  »"  "^PbS  tJ^at,  with  regard  to  our 

?ith  the  letter-press.     We  think  profession,  they   did  know   of  others ; 

be  one  of  the  best  manuals  of  that  they  v:ere  aware  of  the  existence  of 

y  for  the  student  numerous  medical  schools  as   good  as 

=  those  selected ;  and  that  this  knowledge 

rvipjAf     GAZETTE  resulted  from  theirhaving  put  the  teachers 

in  those  schools  to  an  immense  deal  of 

\urday,  December  31,  1836.  trouble,  and  to  the  expense  of  450/.,  to 

make  good  their  rights  before  the  Privy 

omnibu*.  licet  eiUm  mihi,  dignttatem  Council.      In  words  and  speeches  the 

Uem  tuerlj   potettas  modo  veniendi  In  .    .  ^           .  .         .11           i   j       1  *!.     ^ 

«it.  dicendi  pericuium  Don  recuio."  ministers  at  length  acknowledged  those 

CicKRo.  rights,  —  and    acknowledged    only    to 
disregard    them.      When    Mr.    Tooke 

ORPS  D'ELITE  OF  THE  NEW  made  a  motion,  praying  his  Majesty  to 

UNIVERSITY.  bestow  a  charter  on  University  College, 

t  week  pointed  out  our  objec-  Lord  John  Russell,  in  his  place  in  the 

>  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  House  of  Commons,  observed,  that  "  he 

es    of   the    new    University —  (Lord  John  Russell)  had  been  present 

that  which   places  all  educa-  at  that  Council.  *  *  *   The  great  objec- 

ler  the  control  of  the  Minister,—  tion  appeared  to  him,  and  he  believed 

igement  the  more  extraordinary  all  the  Council  thought  so,  to  be  not  so 

from   an    administration   who  much  on  the  part  of  the  two  Universi- 

heir  claims  to  public  favour  on  ties,  as  on  thepart  of  the  medical  schools 

ra-liberality    of    their    politics,  of  London,  and   he  thought  that  the 

this  most  un-English  regula-  other  schools  of  London  would  be  en- 

le    worst  feature    is    the   spirit  titled  to  confer  medical  degrees,  if  that 

>poly  already  evinced,   and  we  power  was  given  to  the  University  of 

dd,     the    injustice     displayed,  London*."    Such  were  the  words  then 

many  existing  schools,  —  two 

ing  named  in  (be  charter,  al-  «  Hansard,  Vol.  xvii.  p.  299. 
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tited  hy  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for  tlie  at  a  lof»  to  oflcr  any  feasible  coajcfl- 

Ilonic   Departiiteiit ;    and    %%e   k'n%e   it  t tire  on  the  subject.     Here  there  is  M 

for  our  readers  to  jiiilgc  how  far  ilicy  ohvu»iis   connexion    between   the  cssM 

ore  consistent  with  the  oiuissi  .n   fio^n  and  the  effect;  and  this  illnstrates  tW 

the  ch.iitiT  of  evi-rv  one  of  the  ntci  i  al  schtoikI  mode  of advanceniciit— ibr*'sviie 

Kchools  whose   merits  he  thus  ucknow.  achieve  K'n'utnes».*'    Ono  respected phr- 

lcd;^(M).  sieiun,  h(«hling  a  big'h  professional  ulfiee 

It  is  necessary  to  lav  down  certain  under  a  veninient.  %«e  are  a»ttf«4 
regulations  ns  to  the  period  and  man-  bcciime  a  **  senator"  up(»n  compuUiiii 
ner  of  study  suited  to  the  avera^i*  eapa-  and  anoiln'r,  the  bei>t  known  uf  all  is 
bilities  of  human  intellect;  and  it  is  the  paths  of  science,  had  his  name  is- 
proper  to  take  care  that  the  nuuns  rt^-  serted  >nthont  the  preliminary  muitcsy 
quisite  for  acqiilrinj^  knowledjjfo  shall  of  a>ki]i<7  his  permission !  Nor  is  lhi« 
have  been  enjoyed;  but  beyond  tiiis  a  solitary  ease;  and  here  we  have  iU 
all  should  he  free  and  uncontndled.  lustrations  of  Malvolio^s  third  modrof 
Certain  of  the  larjrer  and  more  influential  advancement — for  "some  have  ^rreatacss 
schools  of  medicine,  as  a  matter  of  thrust  upon  them." 
Course,  will  be  admitted,  were  it  only  for  We  do  r.ot  wish  to  Bay  any  thinpwsB- 
the  sake  of  decency;  hut  with  some  tonly  to  hurt  the  fcelinfi^s  (»r  the  gentle- 
not  less  defcrvin^  it  will  probably  be  men  in  this  department,  but  the  pUii 
otherwise;  and  thus  a  most  objection  a-  truth  is,  that  there  is  not  one  pre-embieot 
ble  system  of  preference  and  putnma^  man  among' them,  and  uf  the  two  or  tbne 
take  the  place  of  free  and  open  compe-  who  enjoy  any  distinction,  this.  h« 
tition.  been   acquired    in    8ome  other  braacb 

Agcain:  of  the  men  chosen  to  carry  this  (as  natural  history,  or  natural  philoM- 

componnd  of  radicalism  and  oppression  phy),  and  not  in  tiie  teochin^  or  in  the 

into  the  walks  of  science,  we  remarked  practice  of  their  own  profession, 

last  week,  that  all  we  could  say  of  them  But   if  the  new  University  be  weak 

(with  a  few  exceptions)  was,  that  they  in   physic,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 

were  respectable  ;  and  lie  cannot,  on  re-  other  dejiurtnients?     What  names  re- 

ffectiun,  find  any  Cj.iihel  more  applicable  nowned    in    surpTy   arc   to   ^race  tW 

to  their  {general  standard  of  scientific  or  emhryo  diplomat  ?     Who  arc  the  illin* 

professional  acquirement.     With  rcf^ard  trious   men  who  have  been  selected  ts 

to  some  of  the  appointments,  we  are  not  counterbalance  the  fame  of  the  Cullej;* 

aware  that  any  rational  explanation  can  in  LincolnVinn  ?    Let   the  pnifcMiiA 

be  oflered  :  the  parties  ni:)y  thank  their  hear,    and    mark    it    with  adniiratioB. 

stars,  and  say  w  itii   Malvcdio,  "  Well,  They  are  Sir  S.  L.  Hatnmiek  and  Mr. 

'tis  Jove's  doing*;"  or  they  may  perlin}  s  Kieman.      The   name    of    the    former 

remark,  on   the    same    authority,   that  may  possihly  be  known  to  our  readrrt, 

**  some  are  bom  to  greatness."  as   wc   announced  his  elevation  to  tbe 

Several  of  the  nominations,  however,  baroneta<re  a  few  years  a^^o.     An  iiys- 

arc  very  easily  accounted  for.    We  have  dicious   friend  of  this  gentleman,  who 

four  or  five  physicians  who  entaded  a  has  written  in  defence  of  his  appoint- 

debt  of  gratitude  on  the  Chairman  of  meut,   tells   us  that   he   has  pcrtonned 

the  Me<lical  Parliamentary  Committee,  the  operation   of  amputation  two  hoo- 

by   the  unmitigated   bitterness    of  the  dred   and  eighty  times!     AVitbuutdis- 

evidence  they  gave  against  their  own  putiug  the  accuracy  of  an   informant  ss 

College;  at  least  if  this  be  not  the  cause  intimately  acquainted  with  the  deUib, 

of  their  selsct ion,  we  confess  ourselves  we   take   leave  to  ask  him  whether,  if 
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Ur.  UauBiick  had  not  happcueil  to  at-  When  a  foung  man  bu  b«eu  edu- 

lend  IiotJ  tireji'a  funily  during  their  cited  as  &  ttuq^eon  in  London,    and 

reMdcnce  >t  Plymoulh,  it  is  probable  hai  passed  the  ordeal  at  Linculn's-Inn 

that   he   would  now  bave  been  either  a  Fields,  he  carries  uilb  him  a  document 

baranetara  "  senator,"  even  if  be  bad  which  commands  respect,  in  white?er 

cut  off  the  amis,  M  well  ab  ihelep,  of  part  of  the  civilj/ed  world  bis  deatiniei 

the  380  persuus  whose  limbs   be  ampu-  may  carry  him.     Wbut  is  this  owing  tuf 

Uled?  Simply  to   the  names   attached   to  hil 

The  name    of  the  latter   ((eutleman  diploma — to  ihc   sif^imtures  of  Cooper 

(llr.    Klenian)   cannot,    w.;   are    sure,  and  Brodie,  of  Lawrence  and  Travels, 

be   forgollen,  us    tfiat    of   an   ingeni-  of  Green,   of  Keate,   of  Gutbric,  and 

ous  young  auuiimiiKt,  whoiie   pajien  on  others  of  scarcely  inferior  note.     No 

tbe  Ii*er  have  desened  and  received  our  proof  of    this    is    necessary,    but   w« 

trarm  commendatiiin  ;  but  uLoae  name  gitc  the  following  auecdute,  because  it 

is  yet  wbiilly  unLnuwn  in  surgery.  is   a    striking   illuslralion    of  our   ar- 

Aud  could  no  otbtr  Eur^fciiH  be  found,  gumcnt.  —  In   the    curly    part    of   the 

b>  give  simii-ihing  like  n's|>ee lability  to  pn-sent  ciiil   Har   in   Spain,  a  young 

this   depiirtment  of  the    Uiiitcrsily  —  English   surgeon  ]>Tc.'<cnted   bimaulf  in 

nunc   to  nave  it  fixim   mere  mockery  7  the  Carliiit  army,,  then  pent  up  among 

In   Iiondon  there  was  noijc  ;  no  £ng.  the   mountains   of  Navarre.     He    waa 

likl>  Kurgcun,  who  had  a  name  or  re|iu-  wholly  unknown,  aud   hud  no  Toucher 

Utiuu  to  lose,  would  hazard  either;  but  of  any   hind  but  \m  surgical  diploma. 

Ireland  had  "uuruell-bclovcd  Surgeon-  Zumalaeiirregny  saw  llie  name  "  Asllcy 

General!  Philip   Cramplon,  Dtictor  in  Pusiiin  Coopci"  attached  to  it,  and  ap> 

Idws."     Did  Mr.  Cramjitim  know  iha  poinlcdhimwiihout furthcrioquiry tobe 

be  wasapplied  to  as  a  (JerHier  rcMorl,  a  surgeon  OH  his  staff.  We  should  like  to 

because     all    of     hiK   o»n    rauk   here  know    if  the   whole  list  of  Senuloraof 

declined?     Are  bLs  pnispeels  in  Dublin  llic   new    Uuiver^ity,  from    Lord   Bur- 

Mrciluced  that  be  will  come  lo  I^ndon,  lin^tun   downwards,  would   have  done 

on    llie   strength    of   an    appointment  as  much  for  hint? 

which  none  of  his  com )ieers  here  could  But  there  is  yet  another  branch   Id 

be  prevailed  upon  to  accept ;  iii'  is  it  the  the  medical  drparlnjcnt  of  the  Univer- 

plsn  that  he  shall  not  be  required  to  nity :  Messrs.  BacuE  aud  Kiduut,  two  of 

riHt  the  metropolis,   but   have  the  dt-  ihe    examiners   at  Apoihccaries'   Hall, 

plomas   sent  to  him    like  bills  of  ex-  are  Fellows  and  fellow  "  Senators."  We 

change,  fur  the  benefit  of  his  signature  ?  attribute  their  nomination  lo  a  piece  of 

We   would    strongly    recimnieud    this  skilful  generalship  on  the  part  of  Mr. 

hat   arrangement,  as  the   safest   lo  be  Warburtou.   The  Colleges  of  Pliysiclau* 

adopted  {    for    though   we   readily  ad-  slid  Surgeuus   would  not  be  seduced  ; 

Hit   that  he   is    a    distinguished    sur-  but  we  underxt^nd  that  he  flattered  the 

genn,  yet   he  may  rest  assured,  never.  Apothecaries   into   acquiescence.      The 

IbcIcsB.  that  the  "  General  of  llie  Lan-  gentlemen  above  named  are  wise,  too,  in 

nrs*"   is   much   better   known   in  the  tlieir  general i on  ;  fur  if  ihe  Uuiveraity 

Irish  npetrufinlis  ihsn  bore.  succeed,   tlieir   former  oecupaliun   will 

Ij^  gone;  and  if  ii  fail,  they  have  only 

''^'f''f'f'-'-'\''»'l^''>''^'*'}"^*^?'^-^  \„   retreni   again   to   their   brethren  at 

dMBliiiirr unUnrn.   On onf  ol ihc.i' occwbwi,  Biackfriarf.      But  for  the  othar  mem- 

«ii'li>Bn(i^L<ii%.ibrrnwh'^cuniinl.iTMi>ni!  bcrs   of  the  Worshipful   Society,  what 

r.?'!'!""'?!."""' "'"""'" '^"' ""''"'""  "■'^  sn   Ihra   about?  —  M«   l\>e.\    AiwttttrA 
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II  ith  their  own  opium,  not  to  perceive  8])cU  ;    two  Fellows  of  tbe  Collefe  d 

that  the  success  of  the  University  must  Physicians  are  robbed  of  that  dutiBc- 

he  their  destruction  ?    The  College  of  tiou,  while  it  is  bestowed  on  two  otWn 

Physicians  has  some  prestige — the  Col-  to  whom  it   does  not  belong;   naj,  ii 

\cgQ  of  Surj^'eons  some  reputaticm  ;  both  one  instance  a  surjfcoii  is  mistaken  far 

have   the  ma^ic  of  a  name  to  sup|K»rt  a  physician,  and  assigned  to  tbe  wiuif 

them ;  but  what  have  they  of*  the  **  llalP'  Col]e;rc ;  although  it  is  now  in  evideDee 

to  trust  to?     If  their  chairman  anO  most  that  he  has  amputated  more  limbs  tbn 

redoubted  examiner  concur  in  conferring  the  Body  in  question  has  members.    !■ 

diplomas  at  another  Board,  which  carry  fact,  it  is  difficult,  in  reading'  over  tbe 

with    them   the  Doctorate,  who,   think  names,  to  say  which  is  most  calculatr^ 

they,  will  apply  totliem  for  an  untitled  to  excite  admiration — the  excelleiir^  of 

license  ?  the  selection,  the  correctness  of  tbe  df. 

As  three  surgeons  were  appointed,  so  signations,   or  the   felicity   of  tbe  ur- 

also   were  there   three   general   practi-  thography. 

tioners ;  the  third  being  no  loss  a  per-  Here,  then,  we  enter  our  preCot. 
son  than  the  fashionable  apothecary  Nothing  would  have  given  us  more  gn- 
who  attends  the  present  Premier  and  tificatiou  than  to  have  seen  a  medical 
several  of  his  colleagues.  Mr.  Penning-  institution  on  really  liberal  prindplef, 
ton  — - ;  but  he  has  had  the  good  by  which  the  stuntiii  houores  sboaU 
flense  to  direct  that  his  name  may  have  been  open  to  all,  witbont  tbene- 
be  withdrawn.  cessity  of  leaving  the  metropolis.  Bot 
We  have  neither  beard  of,  nor  can  the  new  University  is  only  calculated 
discover,  in  the  selection  of  the  "  So-  to  remove  the  distinctions  in  the  pro- 
nators," any  one  avowed  or  ostensi-  fession,  by  "  levelling  downwanb." 
ble  principle  which  is  not  violated.  It  is  an  embodying  of  tbe  "  One  Fi- 
Thus  the  absence  of  the  names  of  culty"  chimera,  by  which  all  grades  tie 
those  best  fitted  for  the  task  of  Exa-  to  be  done  away,  and  conse(|aeDdT 
miners  is  attributed  to  a  dctcrmina-  the  chief  motive  to  exertion  destmved. 
tion  to  admit  no  one  actually  en-  It  is  a  blind  and  stupid  confoundiair 
gaged  in  teaching;  and  this  with  a  of  the  aristocracy  of  intellect  witb 
view  of  securing  impartiality.  Yet  aristocracy  of  birth ;  as  if  the  same 
Mr.  Faraday  teaches  at  one  school,  and  reasoning  applied  to  each  ; — and  so  far 
Mr.  Brandc  at  two !  Again,  the  same  as  its  influence  may  extend,  it  is  to 
motive  is  assigned  for  the  exclusion  of  secure  to  mediocrity  the  same  rank 
those  connected  with  hospitals;  but  to  as  to  the  highest  attainments.  It  is  to 
this  an  exception  is  made  in  favour  of  throw  down  the  torch  of  discord  be- 
Dr.  Billing, — for  what  reason,  dtes  not  twcen  the  existing  corporate  bodies 
appear  on  the  record.  In  fact,  the  and  the  new — between  the  alumni  of 
only  principle  consistently  followed  out  the  one  and  the  graduates  of  the  other. 
is  that  of  placing  on  the  senate  the  And  while  in  principle  it  combines 
greatest  possible  number  of  persons  democratic  professions  with  an  arbitraiy 
connected  with  University  College,  subjection  of  science  to  political  power, 
Gower-Street, — and  this  also,  doubtless,  it  establishes  a  system  calculated  to  niin 
withthe  view  of  securing  impartiality.  many  of  those  now  engaged  in  teach- 
Neither  arc  the  blunders  which  have  ing,  and  to  give  a  shock  to  the  whole 
been  made  in  the  names  and  designa-  fabric  of  education  in  this  country, 
tions  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  less  the  effects  of  which  years  may  not  be 
remarkable.    Several  of  them  arc  wrong  sufHcicnt  to  undo. 
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ATMENT  OF  MEDICAL   WIT-  dre«a  you  ;  Twill,  however,  notice  one  or 

ISSES     UNDER     "  WAK  LEY'S  two —one  in  particular,  because  I  «poke  of 

.rp  „  it  in  the  second  of  this  course  of  lecturer, 

and  it  has  issued  precisely  in  the  manner 

lia%'e  not  room  this   week  for  any  which  I  expected  it  would  do  when  wo 

rks  on   the   suhject   to   which    the  tirst  considered  it. 

»'in^ letter  relates,  but  shall  take  an  I^  «  the  ease  of  a  man  named  Wilsok, 

opportunity  of  placing  in  its  true  ??^  y^^  may  remember  that   I  spoke  of 

the  conduct  both  of  Wakley  and  ^^^  ^  labounng  under  orgnnic  disease  of 

very  obedient  servant,"  the  coroner  1^^ 'i^'"^^,^%   M".'i?^*'"ul^*'^  ^^f^  "**' 

"      .        T^/r        .      '  x-^       All     1  a  tnmor  Situated  midway  between  the  um- 

annouth.      Meantime  Mr    Aldred  bilicui  and  the  superior  anterior  spine  of 

not  be  prevented  from  expressmjf  the  ilium,  on  the  left  side.     I  mentioned 

pinion  of  the  worthy  pair.  that  we  not  unfrcquently  found  the  sto. 

mach  pushed  down  in  this  direction,  and 

he  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  pylorus  being  thickened  externally,  it 

o  g^ave  the  appearance  of  a  tumor.    After  a 

*  little  time  the  pain  which  this  man  suffer, 

letter  appeared  in  the  Lancet  of  last  ed  in  the  tumor  was  greatly  relieved  by 

:,  from  Mr.  Fcrrier,  the  Coroner  of  the    application    of  leeches,  and    subse. 

louth,    attempting   to   explain  his  quently  it  disappeared  altogether.     This 

net.      I  shall  take  no  notice  of  any  led  some  gentlemen  to  doubt  how  far  the 

$  insinuations,  bnt  will  pledge  my-  diagnosis  was  a  just  one;  but  the  man's 

0  prove  the  correctness  of  my  state,  appearance,  the  water-brash,  and  the  cer- 

sland   the  falsehood  of  his,  pro-  ^^^^^  "^  ^^/  *"""";  j"  ^^^.  ^^.^ '?'?"?' 

1  «,;««  «««  A^,.:^A  k„  «..„  .!«£, always  made  me  feel   satisfied   that   the 

I  mine  are  denied  by  any  person  ^^^pi^i^^  gjn,  remained.    The  fact  is,  he 

whose   word    I    can    niace    the  j      /^  ^^  ^^  the  bed  for  some  successive 

test  reliance ;  but  it  would  be  like  ^.^eks,  and  the  tumor  not  adhering  to  the 

ing:  with  a  shadow  to  reply  to  any  parietes  of   the    abdomen,    the  stomach 

:  said  or  wntten  by  such  a  person,  changed  its  position,  and  the  tumor  dis- 

I  his  malig'nant  observations  upon  appeared. 

ithotomy  case,  I  have  merely  to  oh-  For  a  short  time  he  was  so  well,  that  I 

,  that  I  acted  by  the  advice  of  much  thought  it  very  likely  that  he  vvonid  not 

r  and   more  experienced  surgeons  remain  much  longer  in  the  hospital.    All 

Mr.  Ferrier  (who,  by  the  by,  has  ^^  symptoms  were  quiet  until  the  28th  of 

been  in  practice  seven  yeare  louffcr  last jnouth,  when  he  began  to  be  attacked 

the  person  he  desijrnates  the  very  J'^^  a  very  remarkable  kind  of  fever,  a 

9  practitioner).      Before   conclucf-  l!!^^'^^  ^^    fnTi.   In  ^3"^ 

It      ^              ^rixr  II      .Lxi.  was  going  on    in  some   internal   organ. 

I  beg  to  assure  Mr.  Wakley  that  he  rp,^^^*  ^  J^  ^  j^l^^^  accession  of  heat  j  shi- 

vent    his    low   abuse   and  slang  vering  followed  by  heat,  and  sweating  to 

me  as  long  as  he  likes,  as  I  con-  a  very  great  degree;  and  as  this  diminisb- 

his  character  as  much   up(m  a  par  ed,  there  were  all  the  symptoms  of  that 

that    of   his    correspondent  Mr.  great  disturbance   of  function  which   is 

er. — T  remain,  sir,  termed /v?''*"* /<"''«■ — low  fetter.    There  was 

Your  obedient  servant,  a  dry  ^ark  tongue,  subsultus  tendinum, 

Chas.  C.  Aldred.  especially  in  the  muscles  of  the  face,  and 

occasional  vomiting.    It  was  quite  obvious 

De"*26  isse!  ^*^*^  ^^^^  ^**  *  ^"^^"  "^  ^  ^^^y  coiisidera- 

'  ble  degree  of  disturbance  going  on  in  the 

■ system,  and  of  the  internal  disease  having 

taken  on  some  accession. 

CLINICAL  LECTURE,  When  this  had  continued  about  a  week 

J  ^  o.  r>        1    ir     •.  1    r»       i  ^^  ^^^  >  *n^»  "pon  Opening  the  body,  we 

veredat  St.  George^  Hospital,  December  f^^^^  ^^at  about  one  inch  above  the  py- 

It),  Itwt),  2^,j.^g  ^gg  ^  tumor  about  the  size  of  a  pi- 

Br  Db.  Seymour.  «^^'^  ^«i  ^^  ^^»^?  ^as  attached  to  the 

coats  of  the  stomach.    The  coats  of  toe 
stomach  around  that  part  were  greatly 

:OANIC  BI8EASE  OF  THE  STOMACH.  ^^''^^I'^,^   *"'^.  '"  °°!  P"^!""  "«"  ^  ?«'- 

cumulated  as  to  contain,  in  a  depression 

KE  arc  not  many  cases  in  the  hospital      , _^ 

stent  respecting  which  I  wish  to  ad-  •  vide  Mbdical  Gazbttk,  No.  46A,  p.  Iftl. 
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rnrmcd   bv  tlie  t>iii-k»ned  conts  a  space  are  ntit  to  suppose   that   bjsteria   stop 

ab«jut  siiH*M  it:  t  to  t-nabif  vi»u  to  plai-e  in  licrc. 

it  a  walnii'.     In  a(Ul:iio:i  lo  thi^i.  u  tumor  One  of  the  great  masters  cif  oar  art,  Sr. 

of  th<.'  s'iwv  k\:u\  yMi*  >t-ii  a'.Tacltrd  to  the  deuhiiin,   whn  once  CDJojed  cimsidenfait 

(flliiUr  iii(iiiiir:iiii-  of  tlii-  ]  aiirnTis^^ljicIi,  pnictico,  anl  who  6till  poM«;9ses  great  le- 

uprtn  hir'u.ii  lilt   iitt's   ^^:i*i   ><■!(,  hn  if  it  |)iitiiti*n  iii  li-.v  medical  world,  uts  thit 

wt'H' iiml' r:;i:i:'4  an  nil"..!'!-!!  siinii  ir  to  th»' rhan:;es  of  this  particular  di'^ase  an 

fupp-ira'i  >n.     A   |  :i:t  ot   iiii«  uKi'Ii  uas  inortr    lariahle     than    the    hues    of    tht 

»till  li'ir!  p 't'> -'■*(- 1  :i   Hirlan-i'ic  apjivar-  clianu'li'on.     lint   it  soiiiftiiuc^    takes  (in, 

nnrr,  «<li(\vi-i-^  ■  1 1  )  "T'iv  (]:i  in:i-.ij;iiai.t  and  <ir  «ini'iiate<.   nil  tlie  nppearani-es  of  in- 

iaiitcr<>u>   iiatu'u  i>l'  tltc  di«i-a>t'.     Miave  flainm;itorT  iiisia«e  in  different  ti--erra  of 

no  dii-iht,  IVfin   ti:u   L-lia*):;t'«  whii-h  t<N»k  t!ie    hixly.     It   ni>t  only  diM:s  ihif^,  hut  it 

place  in  tlio  l.ir^i*  tiiuior,  that  dtirint;  life  t^ivvs  ri«>e  to  a  train  of  svini»tiiins  or  uieo- 

it  \v;i<  thf  ^i/- ofn  In'Tj's  I'jjf.     'I'hocnnM.'  tal  «Ii«i'rdcr  a**  ii  niny  be  cnii«d,  whirfa 

Ka<c   ri'-e   ti»   a   set    of   s\:npNMnv  uliich  h>a(U  the  pa'ii'ut  to  practi^;  iinpiMiti<in. 

woiili  have  JK-fn  cpUcJ,  ii  no  inh  rnal  dis-  1    kn«iw  nothinic   irntre  difficult,  or  niuiv 

case  liad  hern  vioiliic,  ••  ca<c  o( /«/)'< II « /trrr.  ntci'»«vary.   than   to  endeai'onr    to  di>lia. 

Yon  arc-  to  nMn'jinbci"  that  the  ^anle  *-yinp-  ijuioii  hi-t\vi»'n  iIicm.*  iwo  d. scales,  bei-an« 

toins  wonhl  have  been  si:t  np  Iroin  inlhini-  in  the  rme  case  yon  may  do  a  great  diai  i^f 

mation  ol'  the  hniin,  from  inllanimation  gtMid.  and  in  the  other  \ou  may  real!}  kili 

Bnd  nh.-ernli'in  of  the  hlc^Mci*,  f'r  in  ii.flain-  the  palient — by  ovcrliHikini;  a  real  iiidaiu- 

inutirm  and  rapid  niceiatinii  ot   the  ««i::a]l  inatory  sf.ttc.  on  the  one  hand,  or  taking 

intesiinc^.  or  any  other  r.ipiil  1.  s:i>n  of  an  an  hyslcrtcal  state  for  i  nil  am  iuation,oD  the 

int  nial   Mrncttirc.    the  due    pert'tnnuncc  other. 

of  the  functions  of  \\hich  is  ncce^sarv  to  I  stated  that  euTV  one  know*  whnt  to 

lil'e.  hvsterjcal  til  ix;    but  there  is  ati other  srt 

<»(  •i%mptom«  wliieh  a«-coinnaiiies  this  crni- 

The  next  ease  re^sp-din;?  whirli  1  inmn  **l*^^  ""**  ^^^^  »'"^  >.'U  can  ct^jer'  the  i«rt 

to  «;Hnk.nnd  which  I  «.hall  take  an  oppor-  nfleeted  with  y.mr  iniKer;  ihis  is  termed 

tnnitv  of  doiPtf  in  this  lecture,  i.»  that  of  ''^•^  f'u»u.ic,'».     Sometimes  there  is  |jaii 

Vaioiian,  who  came  in  la?ionrinir  nnder  *"    »''f   hyp«K.hoiidnas  but    it    most  f«. 

rheumaiisKi*.      S,ih  equen'lv   to  her  evl-  q"t»itly  occurs  on  the  lell  Mde  ;  aud  biucc 

tinir  well  of  that  cnmohiint  sJ  «•  !?ad  a  \  io.  »t  '"i**  »'t'<^"  supp..sc.l  to  arise  from  the  »*• 

lent  attack  of  t],at  form  of  disease  termed  P""-'^  "»   ^"«  '*:'i»-^>»»  especially  if  in  i.uch 

hvst.rhi.     i:ren  when  «he  was  cured  ..f  the  circnmstaners  the  patient  is  low.sjdrilcd 

rheumatism  the  ncrvon*.  >\stem  ^as  in  a  ^^^  fantastiial.     \  ou  will  find   it  s^Miken 

state  so  easily  a  Imiltinir  of  bein- disturb-  "*"  "»   \ionks,  and  you   will  hear  persons 

ed,that  it  ^asiinitc  imposMblclo  send  the  *«*«»  «»  "'  »'•*?  patient  were  laboiiniig  on- 

po..r  womnn  back  to  her  lab..ur;  at  the  der  vapours  of  the  spleen -a  sort  of  hjf- 

s  i:nr'  time  tlicrc  was  no  irreat  dis  ase— ccr-  ^^'rical  conditnm.     Bat  although  the  ptia 

tainlv   no   di'^eawe  of  strnctnrr;   nothing  "  a  most  rtniark able  symptom,  it  may  be 

but  a  ircnt  ral  deranu'.ment  of  ftnielion  re-  d"»»>t»<i  whether  it  arises  I  r.im  that  soiin*. 

maii.ini?.     This  case  wiK  lead  me  to  sptak  PaJients  are  often   Inmhled    with   flatu. 

ofhv^fe.ia  in  cenrnil.  '*'"*-^' 5    a-«tl    »";"h'    persons    believe    tliiit 

It  is  of  grrat  importance  in  a  practical  ^* '»*•'■•;  »'"•.  ^''^^  hvprnhondnum  is  affccU-d. 
point  of  view,  to  know  the  real  disiMsc  H  arises  trom  wind  in  the  stomach;  and 
fn.m  that  which  mav  be  called,  under  where  the  right  hypochondriuin  suffers., 
rnrti(uiar  circnnistances  the  ,wwlaUd  t»»at  the  w,„d  is  colhcle.i  in  the  upper 
diva««e.  i: venbo.lv  knows  what  an  hvs.  part  of  the  ab  lonien.  In  either  ease,  h«w- 
terir:,!  fit  is.  "The  patient  eomplains'of  ever,  ii  is  simpU  a  .symptom,  and  is  t.»  be 
Mun.  thinir  rising  up  into  the  thn.at  like  a  ^f^*-''^  toi,'ether  with  the  other  symptomsof 
hall,  which  cannot  be  swalh.«ed;  this  is  «''*-•  <«;ni].laint  1  <h)  assure  \on,  tint 
OMiallv  followed  bv  a  c«mvnlsivc  moti.m  '"•a>«'«'i.v  a  week  elapses  in  which  I  do  uol 
of  tho'muMles  often  of  the  trunk  and  .)f  *"'»■  *'"V''*  ^''*'^^^*  '*»^"^'  symptoms  hare  been 
the  f  HT,  accompanied  with  laui-hin-.  erv-  «''^"»t»*J  «^  symi.toms of  acute  disvase.  Be- 
ing, *c-. nming,  and  violent  cfT-rS to  swal-  «;'»-^''  "*'>t''  inllaininnlion  of  the  Iner,  or 
low  Ml  the  .  :;m.-  time,  but  alvsiv^  an  alter-  V"'  '''^''""'  '^  *""*  j'*"' "  ,*"  iMHiks  as  pro- 
iMitioii  of  crving  and  laughing.  This  is  ducliye  of  pain  in  the  n.:;ht  or  lift  hvp.». 
termed  an  h.H'iial  ivinai/.m.  N-.thin-  e.iondnum,  increased  on  prcssun',  and  bi- 
ean  he  more  tMunmon  than  this;  hut  \..n  *•»'>■♦'  »'•»•  P^^^y"'  »»  h^^le^a  complains  ..f 

pain  increased  on  i»ressnre,  it  is  therefore 

"                                        ""     "  eoiicliideil   that  she  iaiiours  under  one  wf 

•  Vldo  Mrdicai  (rwsrrs.No.  Wi. ,.  nr.  «>»''   h»nner  complaints,     lint   in  hysteria 
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tbepninii  K)  lncK.i>cd,t1wt  nn  inflimmB-  UUir.g  lo  the  bmilj  tbal  in  Uie  end  the 

till)   I'xi-ept  the  Bcutol  fiirm  (.irnld  gi- e  patii-nt  nil!  recoTci  If  lucb  meant  be  put 

jbte    til   u  much   sufferinji   when   she  li  iii  prBL-tiiv.     Hut  )t  ollen  m|uir«  a  tei]r 

tiiai:h('<l-    The  pctirnt']!  health   ii  tame-  gmt  di'iil  ur  ctire  auil  ntlebtioD  in  onler  lo 

tiui'i  n»t  BTccted,  or  if  uffcvud,  it  ts  in  a  cDii:!  tliia,     Sunieiiiui'i  ibcra  i*  cTen  ro- 

dilai'idnied ciiiiiliticiii.    Int^rncnl, ihiiu)[l>  mliing  ut  blood:  ibis  occun  in  tbia  tery 

not  alnuys,  the  menMriial  ilivchnrKC  in  jr-  pulicnt.      'I  hen;   ia   Himcti mdi  biiLcrkiit 

mure  rrei|uenll]i,  tun  liiilc;  or  it  due*  nut  mw  oI'  livMeiical  gial^j  Hbicb  ucci.nud  ia 

nke  pltcF  at  tlie  iiatiirnl  I'eriod^.     You  a  wnaut.    Slic  bad  been  »'ry  Uburiuuilir 

hare,  iLeu,  Uiis  wL'oi^d  Tunn  uf  the  dii-  rxerL-istd,  her  iH'alth  liad  glveu  whv,  an^ 

ca*e.  *lie  hud  jihIsv  «f  tie  luwer  cxtreuiitivi. 

But  hvsti'rirnl  ponixviiina  will  come  nn  She  liad  hei^tibled  four  tiuirs,  ami  hnil  bad 

Id  sarii  ■  cundiKou  uf  the  budy  u  lliia,  of  on  cIcTCn  iiliilera.    Wlii-n  1  mw  brr  t]iet« 

Uie  mnat   alaRnin;   kiud.    '1  be    pativnt  va*  u  ikaul  of  due  riri  uiiiliou,  btiatcrii 

will  be  fur  houri  togcllier  Kith  ibe  Inrk  arose  on  licrextnmiLie!,  livr  buck  ■loufih- 

benl,  a>  in  ii[>i'ih'Ftimn!i,  wUb  the  levlh  rd,  ai'd  slw  dii-d  in   ■,'iiD'ei|ueiii.-«  of  iL 

rlmtbed,  ind  the  hand"  and  Enterii  drawn  Now  lliii  was  uol  an  iiiiai{iuary  ciuie.     I 

]d.     At  other  limes  tliere  will  be  fpeM  will  tell  ynu  iiuu  instance  which  oveurred 

difficulty  of   swallowiuit,   and   at  ntfaers  laieiy,  mid  wliere  the  trealoicul  naauie- 

ICreml  'li'fficnlty  in  {>Da«ins  water;  and  thi*  cessTul,  and  therefore  it  ia  a  mncli  more 

is  eery  cumroonly  the  cuse  in  bjsterieal  itnpiirtanl  case.  A  very  y«un)(  lady.andof 

women.  uneomiDaDly  nctive  B|i|icai«iic(',  Iwil  Ihreu 

Tliu  next  fonn  of  the  di<eafc  ia  where  or  -four  yrurt  ai;o  a  lull  fMin  a  horae.     It 

tlie  mind  scrnis  tn  be  sliU  more  aflected  was  said  that  alje  sustained  coiieuwiiim  «f 

iban  the  budy,  with  this  f[cneral  derange-  the  bruin.    I  munliiin  this  lo  sbuw  that 

nmt  and  nerrous'cnaation.    The  patient  tlie  case  was  etimplicated-    She  hud  been 

will  try  to  pentiade  the  iiraclilinner  that  well  fur  th.-ev  jteara,  and  the  blow  mi|{hl 

■he  has  real   dira*-e.      Hence   the   cases  have  been  forj^ultun,  sa  if  it  bad  nut  liKp- 

wbicb  occur  nf  aand  and  grarcl  Iwinf;  pre-  pened.      Latterly,  boweier,  alie  had   Iw- 

troted  a*  hnrin^  l>ecn   posxid   froin   the  come  extecdiiiKiy  i'l :  lliere  was  pain  in 

blail'ler,  <uch  aand  and  grarel  aiyoii  linow  the  hruil,  pain  in  (be  back,  globus  hyateii- 

nnild   nut  originate  in  an  animal   bodyj  cua.  and  UiWHrdi  the  evening   iliere  »nju 

Trry   different  aecrctinns  fnini  nlint  lake  on    a    iluleut  fit,  rCM-mbling 


nnild   nut  originate  in  an  animal   bodyj 

Wj   different  accretions  from  dlint  Uke  „  

plaice  there.    At  utiicr  times  «Lonea,  and  anuietbiog  bctw cen  euilejMy  and  hvaieria 

eren  jKju  atones,  are  shewn,  and  are  naid  She  was  abrnail  at  the  time.     She  was 


... ^..    ._   .    _.i   the  bladder,  eupptd,  bli.'d,  pul  nu  a  course  of  mercury, 

Snch  cases,  although  I  dn  nut  mean  to  saj  and  bad  muxK  applied  all  down  the  suinu. 

that  thcT  are  the  most  eoinmon  tbinxa  in  She  was  then  bmught  tu  England  that  a 

■he  wnrtd,  are  by  iiu  mentis  nncomumn.  pliyhician  mi^hl  attend  her  here,  and  sh>i 

There  is  scarcely  a  phvsician  of  any  prac-  came  I"  luwn.      1  Lave  seen   her  for  Ibree 

tice  in  Ibii  trtwn  who  W  not  seen  caiea  of  houre  beul  like  an  arch,  with  her  feet  Itc- 

thia  kiud.     At  other  timet  the  |iaticnt  will  hind,  her  lianda  clentlieil,  her  t>;e(h  sliul, 

(•I  nuthing.     I  aaw  a  yiiur>g  lady  who  fur  exhibiting  the  Klrongeat  inatance  of  what 

•creral  monlhshadlnken  nolhing  bat  buir  is   called    Ionic  apntin  which   I   erer  «aw 

■  capful  of  lea  two  or  three  tiuiea  a  duy.  in    niv    life,    nn    bad    as   you    see  t«pre- 

■nd  in  this  iiindition  there  were  hysterical  senleif    in     pictures    of    t'elanna.      Yet 

fltt  ainiiist  amnunling  tn  epilepsy.  nil  this  went  off  wi'h  the  hyalorieal  fit:  it 

You  baTC,  llierefcire.  in  the  irealment  of  was  neither  more  nor  Irss  than  liyMeria. 

tbia  disease  a  great  dc^  lo  which  lo  at-  On  one  iTcro^lon  1  naa  scut  for  lo  we  Iter, 

tend.      In  the  first  place,  knowing  as  yuu  and  1  did  what  I   cBimot  leeommcnd  ynu 

dn  that  a  great  number  of  Iherccases  are  in  du  :  disregarding  inconrcnienie  nltuge- 

■jmululcd,  you  arc  tube  firm  in  your  treat-  iher,  I  iHiured  pait  nfler  pail  of  wntcr  upon 

nicnl,  nut  to  he  biBs<cd  nn  one  aide  nr  the  her  aa  slie  Iny  on  the  bed,  and  Ihrn  forced 

other  bv  pcnnns  coming  and  giiing  ynu  her  to  drink  a  lante  qnuntily  uf  sol  tola- 

tliriT  advice.    You  bare  at  the  same  lime  tile.    Then  eame  ihe  Irini  uf  getting  ber 

to  be  Tcry  firm  with  (he  patient ;  but  take  tn  take  food ;  fir  the  [lalieiit  always  aet* 

care  thai  viui  du  not  disg'"!  ^"^  ^J  i^ugh.  herself  egninst  it :  it  i>  nut  ihul  slie  cannot 

ing  at  her,  nr  ridiculing  her,  fur  she  will  tako  it.  but  she  n  ill  nut.     She  was  Uien 

io  that  case  ironicin*  that  you  cannot  cure  ordered  a  dr:  chm  uf  aiafiBtida,  an  nanoe 

the  dUeasF,  and  she  will  send  fnr  aome  ime  of  lime  n  alrr,  and  half  an  ounce  uf  pi- 

clse   who  ia  mure  creduluus  or  patient,  menlci  water,  t'l   be  gitrn   two  nr  Ihrre 

Tou  mast  hold  a  tight  rein,  insisting  njHin  limes  a  dnv.     It  is  exceedingly  nostv,  no 

Ikat   Iwiiiff  diini>  wliirh   is  Kertmart.  and  doubl.  but   it  bna  na  cOwl  al  which  vuii 
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n>ally  h:>TC  no   idfa.      This  patu'nt  was  thought  that  she  would  not  surrire  tbe 

given  a  <-(>!nhinati<)n  <Tc-(Miiiiin  and  i;alh.i-  nii^ht.     This  was  entirely  cured  bv  a«- 

niina  a><  well  n*^  n>afa't:(la.    \\\  i\is;revs  she  fa'tida.     There  was  a  caM  in  the  bii$pital. 

^ot   hettiT,  ihe  fiamxyvni  whicli  used  to  Mime    years    ago,    of   a    woman    named 

come  on  at  six  oVloi-k  in   the  aftemofiu  Osnioml,  who  made  a  f^reat  deal  of  noi«r 

went  off,  and  then  ennie  a  ''|iasnii>cljc'  shut-  in  t)ie  world.     She  bad  been  in  lore,  and 

tinir  of  the  cvelid'-.    Tliat  likewise  left  lier,  was  in  a  dis]M)«ition  of  mind  disposing  bcr 

and  tl'.en  she  was  able  l<»  stand.     Hut  I  tn  nn  hysterical   diathesis.     It   was  aaiil 

should   tell  ymi   that  uhen   the  cns<' was  that  she  had  taken  laudanum,  but  I  c«jn!(i 

first  hroiiirht  to  Kni^hind  the  whole  of  the  not    make    that    out.       When    she  wti 

lower  extremities  Iiad   entirely  lost  their  hrous:ht  into  the  house  she  was  paraljtic 

nintion,  and   very  n«*arly   their  sen^^atinn.  in   the   Inwcr  extremities,  and   remained 

This,  eomhinel  with  the  fnet  of  the  hlow,  s.>  for  some  montl:s.    None  of  the  ordxuari 

the  cuppiiiir,  and  the  ap])lieatii>n  to  the  remedies  were  of  any  use  in  removinft  tbe 

sj)ine  of  suih  an  iihuntlanee  of  Mister*^  and  j>aNy, — neither   hleedinsr    ni>r    bii'terinf, 

mox:r,  would   render  the  ca*^e  verv  e-mi-  nor  aiiv  kind  of  counter- irritation.     Th«r% 

plcx.     Still,  fmrn  the  eireumstan«e  i»f  the  were  tried,  hut  in  vain,  hecau*e  I  did  n«l 

{latient's  (fciuTal  appearanee  and  i^ood  then  know  that  the  disease  went  to  sncfa 
lestlth,  with  her  quietness  when  not  in  a  an  extent  as  to  simulate  ut  sciere  acorn- 
paroxy-ni,  her  aire,  and  the  irrc!;ulari»y  of  plaint  as  aetiinl  paKy  of  the  lower  eitrt- 
the  uterine  di»eharu:e,  I  entertained  no  niities.  At  leni^tli  I  put  her  on  asafieiida, 
doubt  of  her  condition,  and  the  youn:?  lady  and  asafietida  ahme  ;  I  gave  it  btr  tt 
is  now  perfectly  well.  IJefor*'  slic  went  out  nii;ht  in  pills,  and  in  mixture  by  day,  and 
of  t"wn  T  ruiue'iled  that  Sir  U.  Brndic  kejit  her  quiet.  By  deijrecs  "he  bejan  U» 
might  see  her.  beeau«e,  if  there  should  ho  recover  the  U'.e  of  her  limbs  and  I  then 
any  return,  persims  miirht  persuade  her  ordered  the  slmwer-hath,  which  is  an  ex- 
friends — and  they  mii;ht  be  thiinsilv<s  ciH^dint;ly  useful  adjunct  in  this  complaint, 
mistaken — that  she  was  Kutferimr  fruui  and  slie  ree«iren'd.  .She  went  ou*  tif  the 
disease  nf  the  spine,  lie  aeennlins^ly  exa-  hospital ;  she  has  since  marrie<l  and  bume 
mined  tht?  ^'pine,  and  it  was  in  a  pirfectly  two  children,  and  has  never  had  any  re- 
goiKl  conditiiin  ;  hut  at  the  s:*:ne  lii;.e  the  turn  of  the  dis<'ase.  There  was  another 
appearaiM-e  of  the  *<  ars  on  this  -.'art  of  tlie  e:«s<'  ^^hieh  made  a  irreat  noi-.e  some  year* 
body,  which  had  been  produced  by  t!;c  a^^o,  of  a  yiMni;^^  lady  who  conM  not  swaJ 
severe  treatment  she  sufferid  abniad,  was  low  any  thin:;  in  consequence  of  a  s<irt  of 
quite  extra-irdinary.  I  have  not  the  hast  s]ia<«modie  uetton.  A  mimbiT  of  obserri- 
hesitation  in  savini^  that  everyone  of  the  tions  were  ]oihIished  on  the  ca<«e.  She 
mea.sures  adopted  was  unneccssaiy, — that  reeoiercd  by  the  constant  use  of  cold  affu- 
v\Qr\  one  uiji^ravated  the  disease,  so  that  sicuj,  pourinij  cold  water  upon  her— (and 
she  nearly  fell  a  victim  to  them.  Hence  such  ca^cs,  in  point  of  fact,  > on  frequently 
you  see  the  c^reat  ntcessity  <»f  understand-  meet  with^ — fidhtwed  by  rubbing  in  a 
ing  well  what  ma\  he  eailctl  rt/'/mrMf  dis-  drachm  of  belladonna  evi-ry  two  honr«, 
ease,  in  contradistineiion  to  that  which  and  lin-  cntnphonp  composituni.  Y<*a 
arises  fr(»m  a  r»u/ aflecl ion.  rnforfunately  will  renunilH-r  a  woman  in  Rineberrr 
the  patient  often  has  jnin  in  the  riifht  or  Ward,  with  an  hysterical  a  fleet  ion,  which 
left  li\poehondritim  ;  and  when  it  m-curs  caused  her  to  walk  on  one  side,  to  whom 
on  the  riuht  sidr,  it  has  been  called  hupa-  we  applied  this  n-medy,  and  who  cot 
ttil-j^ht.  This  pain,  if  it  were  reallv  manifestiv  blotter.  She  had  not  been  Ion.: 
arioin:;  from  an  inflammatory  condition  of  in  the  Imsjiiiul  when  she  wtnt  out,  harm; 
the  structures,  w«mlil  be  attended  v.jtli  a  been  in  one  hospital  before.  I  believe  »br 
febrile  jMilse,  with  a  foul  tongue,  with  went  out  because  she  was  :;etting  better. 
gn  at  distnrbanc<\  and  i;reat  d-'prcssidu  of  atid  we  were  contnding  the  disraM*.  It 
htrenc'.Ii ;  but  it  is  not  attended  with  any  was  not  unite  her  cue  to  get  well,  and  I 
one  of  th'.s(>  Mnipt«ims;  and  though  the  have  nt»  uoubt  she  would  go  to  another 
tontrue  may  lie  more  «»r  Its^  wliite,  and  hosi.ital. 

the  piiUf  weak,  yet  the  pat'cnt  hi  ars  the         The    most    extraitrdinary   part   of  thi» 

aj*piication  of  pressure,  and  has  her  usual  business  is  the  imposition   which  female* 

api  eaniii(-i>.  wiM  ])ractise  in  such  circuuistanceti.  Thcw 

Siiju-finis  the  disease  affifts  the  bn-ast  was  a  woman  in   the   hitspital   vilio  had 

in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  it  to  be  tumid.  con>tant  vomitimr,  but  there  were  none  I'f 

I  ^aw  m\self  a  younc   marriid   woman,  the  s^nptoms  u-uallv  aceonii>anying  ii" 

who  had  no  family,  whi>,  af  ei try  period  no  nul  disease  of  the  stomach,  no  real 

of  the  menstrual  discharge,  had  s  mIi  vin-  disease  •)f  the  brain,  and  no  real  disease  of 

lent  pain  iu   the  hreus\  and  such  tiidi-nt  the  lungs-    and   ytt    she    rumitcd  f\€r\ 

h«steric-nl    fits,    that    it    was    siiinelim<-s  thin::  she  tonk.     I'had  hir  ven  narrow '« 


,  and  it  ITU  round  thai  her  Trleodt 
her  opium,  nbich  ihe  look  in 
■  produce  thi: 
ijsnrpriw.  T 
■siUiin.  Ill  p 
ith  penoni  «ho  under  other  dr 
CCS  woald  diMlain  a  fiilwhood  or 
on,  who  will  pntclisv  similar  dc- 
.  I  attiTdL'd>}r<iDns]ad;,whutonb 
itxed  with  aDmctbm);  else,  In  pro- 
larcDt  Tiulcnt  spaauiudic  lomiting 
he  day- 
are  we  tr>  call  thcntaleof  mind 
tiich  Ibc  patient  laboar.i  when  il 
.his  extent ;  It  tvauld  be  called 
;  and  vet  it  certainly  depends 
)t  invfi^lar  ciinditioa  <•(  the  ner- 
teiD  of  wliich   I  bavs  been  speak- 

fCreat  pcculinrilr  at  mind—Ibis 
ll  diathesis  —  will    be  cured   by 

on  yogr  part;  by  ehecking  if  loo 
It,  or  by  restoring  if  deficient,  the 
ial  dischance,  and  the  usr  at  those 
umi  to  which  I  liaVE  ndvcrled— 
la,  pnlbanani,  cnstur,  aud  prcpa- 
or  ammiinio,  nuch  as  npirits  and 

ofaminonin.  Ten  or  twelve  yean 
as  Tcrr  much  itmek  irith  a  ca>>e  or 
:l,  which  occurred  in  a  yoiinf;  lady 
i  years  of  a)tu.  I  had  alteiideil  her 
men-'les  some  months  before,  from 
lie  recoiered.  iSfae  complained  of 
t  pain  in  ibo  ri||;hl  side,  and  it  was 
ere  indeed  ;   her  longnc  was  Innd- 

slie  was  a  peniin  apparently  of 
>it  of  body,  and  the  pulse   nos 

There  were  all  the  symjitoms  laid 
I  bfliiks  as  indicative  ut  dcranoe- 
'  lie  lircr->.u<h  w<  pn)n  in  lt>» 
Hilini;   lip   to     The   sliinililvr,  and 

to  f,..)d.  1  had  her  bled,  nave  her 
and  sHiiiie  incd icinef.—t rented hiT 
Kb  she  laboured  under  b'paillls, 
Icr  wlii.li  ihnt  disease  will  nr.ll- 
:ci  well.  Slie  became  no  better, 
larger  Ibc  diites  of  medicine  which 

the  m.ire  cijnsli|)ati.-d  Iter  bcincls 
d  to  become.  This  is  a  very  com- 
nptom  ill  young  ladies  labouring 
yatcria;  they  bmr  such  largcdoscs 
cine,  that  you  arc  astonislieil  how 
I,  Dthrrwise  so  delicate,  ran  reituirc 
1  purgative  medicine  before  a  uui. 

produced.  When  this  occurs  to 
nd,  be  assured  that  there  in  no  oc 
jrsuch  riolcnt  means — moremiHle. 
scs,  re]iealed  at  proper  intenali, 
Tcccd  when  the  disordered  eon- 
if  llic  nervous  system  thniiiKbuul 
F  has  been  n'moved.  Her  bowels 
nitipaled,  and  at  length  she  began 
great  diSicnlty  in  making  water. 


thos 


ir  live 


X  wbiel 


a  noe  every  day  of 


siiital.    The  e< 


altered  :  I  gave  her  some  aloelicpilU  with 
mytrli,  and  ordered  the  shower. rath.  The 
pain  in  the  hypuebondrinm  disappeared, 
and  she  gdt  well,  I  have  mentioned  the 
case  because  it  is  inslractive  to  yon,  m 
piiinting  out,  llint  wherocer  viiu  lee  a 
yuung  person  with  this  particular  funn  of 
coinidaiiit,  unless  there  be  oilier  iiymptemi, 
such  as  disturbance  of  the  natural  and 
vital  ninclions,  tallying,  as  it  were,  with 
the  great  leverity  of  the  pain,  whether  in 
the  side,  the  bead,  or  the  chest,  you  should 
doubt  u  hcthcr  it  ii  not  one  of  those  irre- 
gular cases  in  which,  in  order  to  cure  tho 
state,  yiiu  should  Blreuglheo  the  uervou* 
system,  rather  than  report  to  those  ordi- 
nary methods  of  treatment  ada;>ted  to  in- 
flammation situated  in  the  Tiscera. 

When  a  patient  bos  gune  so  far,  it  is 
astonishing  how  she  will  sometimes  re- 
cover. 1  assure  you  that  I  dn  not  exag- 
gerate whcD  I  tell  you  that  I  have  seen 
ea«c  ofler  case  of  this  sort.  I  saw  a  young 
hidy  recover  wlio  had  beeo  prunniinccd  by 
one  of  the  niost  competent  authoritica  in 
he  labouring  nnder  abscess  of  the  brain- 
Khe  recovered  by  means  of  ionic  medicine, 
by  nmritioiis  food,  bt^nning  by  degrees, 
and  then  riding  on  borsehaek.  She  is  now 
t|uite  well.  Suppose  she  had  been  treated 
bv  the  urgent  symptoms  only,  by  luweriug 
that  stale  of  the  system  wliieh  appeared  tu 
be  mt  up  by  structural  disease,  undoubted- 
ly the  patient  would  liavu  died. 

In  the  present  case — that  ufVauiihan — 
she  w.is  jiiit  on  asafietida  on  the  3th 
November.  She  hadsome  slight  return  of 
tbo  rliciimatism.  which  was  obliged  to  he 
curodi  but  iu  this  instance  the  rheuma- 
tism was  go  inaikcd  by  the  hyslmia  that  1 
gave  liiT  opium,  and  opium  alonej  iif 
which  "he  look  a  grain  every  two  hours. 
The  rheniaalisni  being  reuiovcd,  she  Iheo 
returned  to  the  asalwlida,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  she  will  ultimately  recuier. 
It  is  very  uncunimim  for  us  not  tu  have 
two  or  three  such  cases  in  the  hiiuse. 

The  best  treatment,  whcreapatienlluu 
a  didicully  in  walking  up  slain,  is  a 
drachm  of  ammonia  and  tiiu'turc  iif  vale- 
rian,  placiag  in  tbc  showcr-ltath,  and 
giving  her  giiod  i\iH  and  rest.  The 
cases  which  we  see  Ju  tbe  hospital 
ore  genenlly  those  of  young  women 
whu  have  been  nvcrwnrked — servants  of 
all-work,  or  milliners'  apprentices,,  or 
ladies'  maid',  who  sit  up  at  night  fur  their 
mistress,  and  Iliuu  lie  in  bud  till  she  geU 
up,  which  is  generally  twelve  or  one  in 
tbe  day,  and  who  get  no  sort  of  excrciie. 
Tbey  labour  under  all  those  direasei 
which  aifect  the  higher  classes  of  life,  and 
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really  hnvc  no  idea.  This  patient  was  thought  that  she  would  not  suirire  Ik 
given  a  combination  of  cnni  11  m  and  {^alba-  night.  This  was  entirely  cured  bj  t«- 
num  as  well  as  asafa^tida.  hy  degrees  she  fuetida.  There  was  a  case  In  the  bospitil, 
got  better,  the  paroxy.sm  which  used  to  some  years  ago,  of  a  woman  namid 
come  on  at  nix  oVlock  in  the  nfternoon  Osmond,  who  made  a  great  deal  of  now 
went  off*,  and  then  came  a  spasmodic  shut-  in  the  world.  She  had  been  in  lore,  aod 
ting  of  tlie  eyelids.  That  likewise  left  her,  was  in  a  disposition  of  mind  disposing  bcr 
and  then  she  was  able  to  stand.  Rut  I  to  an  hysterical  diathesis.  It  was  said 
should  tell  ynu  that  when  the  case  was  that  she  had  taken  laudanum,  but  I  copld 
first  brought' to  England  the  whole  of  the  not  make  that  out.  When  she  w» 
lower  extremities  had  entirely  lost  their  brought  into  the  house  she  was  paralytic 
motion,  and  very  nearly  their  sensation,  in  the  lower  extremities,  and  remaioed 
This,  combined  with  the  fact  of  the  blow,  so  for  some  months.  None  of  the  ordintr? 
the  cuppiuir,  and  the  application  to  the  remedies  were  of  any  use  in  removing  tlie 
spine  of  such  an  abuudttuce  of  blisters  and  palsy, — neither  bleeding  nor  blistering, 
moxjT,  would  render  the  case  very  com-  nor  any  kind  of  counter- irritation.  Tbrr 
plex.  Still,  fnmi  the  circumstance  of  the  were  tried,  but  in  vain,  because  I  did  not 
patient's  general  appearance  and  good  then  know  that  the  disease  wenttoncfa 
health,  with  her  quietness  when  not  in  a  an  extent  as  to  simulate  so  severe  a  com* 
paroxysm,  her  age,  and  the  irregularity  of  plaint  as  actual  palsy  of  the  lower  extre- 
the  uterine  discharge,  I  entertained  no  mities.  At  lengtii  I  put  her  on  asafoetidi, 
doubt  of  her  condition,  and  the  young  lady  and  asafcetida  alone;  I  gave  it  her  at 
is  now  perfectly  well.  Before  she  went  out  night  in  pills,  and  in  mixture  hy  day,  and 
of  town  T  rtquestcd  that  Sir  B.  Bn>dic  kept  her  quiet.  By  degrees  vhc  began  to 
might  see  her,  becau«e,  if  there  should  be  recover  the  use  of  her  limbs,  and  I  then 
any  return,  persons  might  persuade  her  ordered  the  shower-bath,  which  is  an  es- 
fricnds — and  they  might  be  themselves  eeedingly  useful  adjunct  in  this  complaint, 
mistaken — that  she  was  suffering  from  and  she  recovered.  She  went  out  of  the 
disease  of  the  spine.  He  accordingly  exa-  hospital ;  she  has  since  married  and  borne 
mined  the  s])ine,  and  it  was  in  a  jierfectly  two  children,  and  has  never  had  any  re- 
good  condition  ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  turn  of  the  disease.  There  was  another 
appearance  of  the  scars  on  this  part  of  the  case  which  made  a  great  noise  some  years 
body,  which  had  been  produce<l  by  the  ago,  of  a  young  ludy  who  could  not  swal- 
severe  treatment  she  suffered  abroad,  was  low  any  thing  in  consequence  of  a  sort  of 
quite  extraordinary.  I  have  not  the  least  spasmodic  action.  A  number  of  observi- 
hesitation  in  saying  that  every  one  of  the  tions  were  published  on  the  case.  She 
measures  adopted  was  unnecessary, — that  recovered  by  the  constant  use  of  cold  affu- 
every  one  oggravated  the  disease,  so  that  sion,  pouring  cold  water  upon  her — (and 
she  nearly  fell  a  victim  to  them.  Hence  such  cases,  in  point  of  fact, you  frequently 
you  see  the  great  necessity  of  understand-  meet  with) — followed  by  rubbing  In  a 
ing  well  what  may  be  called  apparent  dis-  drachm  of  belladonna  every  two  hoars, 
ease,  in  contradistinction  to  that  which  and  lin.  cam  phone  compositum.  Yoo 
arises  from  a  real  affection.  Unfortunately  will  remember  a  woman  in  Rosebcrrv 
the  ])atient  often  has  pain  in  the  right  or  Ward,  with  an  hysterical  affection,  which 
left  hypochondrium  ;  and  when  it  occurs  caused  her  to  walk  on  one  side,  to  whom 
on  the  right  side,  it  has  been  called  kupa-  we  applied  this  remedy,  and  who  got 
tnlgia.  This  j)ain,  if  it  were  really  manifestly  better.  She  had  not  been  long 
arising  from  an  inflammatory  condition  of  in  the  hospital  when  she  went  out,  having 
the  structures,  would  he  attended  with  a  been  in  one  hospital  before.  I  believe  she 
fi'brile  ))ulse,  with  a  foul  tongue,  with  went  out  because  she  was  getting  better, 
great  disturbance,  and  great  depression  of  and  we  were  coutmling  the  disease.  It 
strength;  but  it  is  not  attended  with  any  was  not  nuite  her  cue  to  get  well,  and  I 
one  of  these  symptoms ;  and  though  the  have  no  doubt  she  would  go  to  another 
tongue  may  be  more  or  less  white,  and  hositital. 

the  pulse  weak,  yet  the  patient  bears  the        The    most    extraordinary  part  of  this 

apidication  of  pressure,  and  has  her  usual  business  is  the  imposition  which  females 

appearance.  will  practise  in  such  circumstances.  There 

Somctinu'S  the  disease  affects  the  breast  was  a  woman  in  the  hospital  who  had 

in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  it  to  be  tumid,  constant  vomiting,  but  there  were  none  of 

I  saw  myself  a  young  married   woman,  the  symptoms  usually  accompanying  it— 

who  had  no  family,  who,  at  every  period  no  real  disease  of  the  stomach,  no  real 

of  the  menstrual  discharge,  had  such  vio-  disease  of  the  brain,  and  no  real  disease  of 

lent  pain  in  the  bn*ast,  and  such  violent  the  lungs  ;    and  yet  she   vomited   every 

hysterical    fits,    that    it    was    sometimes  thing  she  took.     I  had  her  very  narrowly 


iTBtcfaed,  and  it  wu  fciond  thai  bcr  Trienda 
bmught  her  opiani,  which  ihe  took  in 
order  to  produce  thii  romiting:,  anil  ti> 
mtcite  my  surprise.  This  wai  a  case  purely 
■MT  impofitiiin.  In  pnrste  Jifc  you  will 
meet  iritb  persons  who  nniler  other  cir- 
camiilancea  would  disdain  a  falsehood  or 
Imposition,  who  will  prac 


n  mixed  with  i 


I appsre 


riulcn 


1  ynun^  lBdT,who  tout 
.mcthlnjt  else,  lo  pro. 


□iling 


dariog  the  day. 

What  are  we  to  call  the  slate  of  mind 
under  which  the  patient  labours  when  it 
goea  ID  this  exlent  i  It  would  be  called 
wtaxitttal  !  and  yet  it  cerlalnir  depends 
npOD  tiial  irregular  ennditioo  of  the  ner- 
?au3  system  ot  which  I  bars  been  speak- 
ing. 

This  great  peeuliaritv  ot  mind—lhis 
hjrstcrical  diathesis  —  will  be  cured  by 
firmneri  on  your  part;  by  checking  ir  too 
abundant,  or  by  restoring  if  deficienl,  llie 
catamenial  discharfce.  and  the  u'p  of  lliuse 
betid  f^ms  to  which  t  have  adverted  — 
uaftEtida,  gaibanum,  ca«tiir,  and  pre^ia- 
ralioDS  of  ainmonia,  such  as  spirits  and 
tinctare  of  ammonin.  Teu  or  (welrc  years 
mfo  I  was  Tcry  ranch  struck  with  a  ca<cor 
tbi*  kind,  which  occurred  in  n  youn^  lady 
■bout  ISyearsuf  age.  1  had  attended  her 
for  the  incB-.les  snnie  months  before,  frora 
which  she  rendered.  She  complained  of 
csnilant  pain  in  the  riftht  side,  and  it  was 
»ery  serere  indeed  ;  bcr  tongue  was  load- 
ed, and  she  was  a  person  uppaientiv  of 
Ikll  habit  of  b(idv,  and  the  puLse  'was 
Quick.  There  were  all  (tie  symptoms  laid 
doirn  in  bonks  as  indicative  of  derange- 
ment of  the  lifer— such  as  pnin  in  tlio 
•Ida  shooting  up  tii  ihe  shoulder,  and 
•renion  tii  food.  1  had  her  bled,  gare  hor 
calomel  and  saline  medicines, — treated  her 
•a  Iliough  she  laboured  under  hepatitis, 
and  under  which  that  disease  nil!  onli. 


I  gavv,  the  more  constipated  bcr  bowels 
appeared  to  become.  This  is  a  very  com- 
noD  symptom  iu  young  Indieii  labouring; 
nnder  hysteria  1  they  bear  such  lantedoses 
of  medicine,  that  you  are  astonished  huw 
a  person,  ot  hem' ise  so  delicate,  can  rci[uire 
■o  ranch  pnrgnCire  medicine  before  a  mo- 
tion is  produced.  When  this  occurs  to 
jour  mind,  be  ossurcd  that  there  is  no  oc- 

late  dose*,  repeated  at  proper  intcrrals, 
will  aueeced  when  the  disordered  con- 
dition of  the  nenouB  system  Ihronghout 
the  body  has  been  remored.  Her  bowels 
were  constipated,  and  at  length  the  began 
to  ha*e  ^reat  difficulty  in  makisg  water. 
I  then  had  a  aaipicion  that  it  was  one  of 


those  diseases  whlub  we  see  every  day  of 
our  lives  in  a  hospital.  The  cin'irse  wns 
altered  :  I  gave  hursome  aloctic  pills  with 
myrrh,  and  ordered  the  shower-bath.  The 
pain  in  Ihe  hyuocbondrium  diiia|>peared, 
and  she  got  well.  I  have  mentioned  the 
case  beuaiise  it  is  instructive  to  you,  as 
pointing  out,  that  wheroier  von  see  a 
yunn?  person  with  this  particalar  form  of 
com  plaint,  unless  there  be  other  sympliima, 
■neb  as  ilislurbance  of  the  natural  and 
vital  functions,  tallying,  as  it  were,  with 
the  great  aevcrity  of  the  pain,  whether  in 
the  side,  the  head,  or  the  chut,  yon  shuiild 
doubt  whether  it  is  not  one  nf  those  irre- 
gular cask  9  in  which,  in  order  to  cure  the 
state,  yim  shouM  ilrcnglhen  the  nervous 
syslum,  rather  than  returt  to  those  ordi- 
nary inelhiids  of  trcutmcnl  adapted  to  in- 
flaniniatiuu  silnutid  in  the  viscera. 

When  B  patient  has  gone  so  far,  it  is 
astonishing  how  she  will  somulimes  re- 
enter. I  assure  vou  that  I  do  not  eaag- 
geratc  wlien  I  tell  you  that  I  have  seen 
ea<e  atXer  case  of  this  sort.  1  inn  a  young 
lady  recover  who  bad  been  pronounred  by 
one  of  the  most  competent  authoritiei  to 
be  labouring  under  nbicess  of  the  brain. 
She  recoiered  by  means  of  tonic  medicine, 
by  nulrilinus  food,  beginning  l>y  degrees, 
and  then  riding  on  horseback.  She  is  now 
quite  well.  Suppose  slie  bad  been  treated 
by  Ihe  urgent  symptoms  only,  by  lowering 
that  state  of  Ihe  system  which  appeared  lo 
be  set  up  by  strnclnrnl  disease,  undoubted- 
ly the  patient  would  have  died. 

In  the  present  ease— lliat  of  Vaughan— 
she  was  put  lui  asafteiida  on  the  5ih 
Novcmlier.  She  hadsome  slightrcinrn  of 
Ibu  rheumatism,  which  n-as  obliged  to  be 
cured;  but  in  this  Instance  the  rheuma. 
tism  was  so  masked  by  Ihe  hystoria  that  I 
gave  lier  opium,  and  opium  alone;  uf 
which  she  took  a  grain  every  twn  hours. 
I'he  rheumatism  being  removed,  she  then 
returned  to  the  asartctiila,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  she  will  ultimately  recover, 
it  is  very  UDCummtm  for  as  not  to  have 
two  or  llirec  such  oases  In  Ihe  house. 

The  best  trcnluienl,  where  a  patient  hai 
a  difficulty  in  walking  up  siaira,  is  a 
dntchm  of  ammonia  and  tincture  of  vale- 
rian, placing  in  Ihe  shower-bath,  and 
giving  her  giiod  diet  and  rest.  I'he 
cases  which  wc  see  in  the  hospital 
are  generally  those  of  young  women 
who  have  been  overworked — servont*  of 
all-work,  or  milliners'  apprenlicei,.  or 
ladiet.'  rnnid*,  who  sit  up  at  night  fur  their 
mistress,  and  then  lie  in  bed  till  she  gets 
up,  which  is  generally  twelve  or  one  in 
the  dav.  and  who  get  no  sort  uf  exercise. 
They  labour  nncu^r  all  those  diseases 
which  affect  the  higher  classes  of  life,  and 
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thix  is  one  of  the  nnmber.  Scmthe  the 
pntient  well,  aud  she  will  speedily  get 
cured. 

Su|>po!«ing[,  howcrer,  that  the  disease  is 
Difire  flcvcre~«uppi)Nin^  there  in  aomc  loss 
of  power  in  the  lower  extremities,  or 
msvere  pain  in  the  hypochondria m — then 
you  muM  have  recounce  to  foBtid  drugs, 
nnd  asafrrtida  is  the  best.  The  most 
reinavkahtc  part  of  the  complaint  is, 
that  flllhou&:h  [rtitients  at  first  are  very 
nHturaliy  di^f^usted  at  the  nau^Mfusncss  of 
the  frrtoV,  yet  it  is  aNtonishiii^  hfiw  soon 
they  i^et  rid  of  it :  after  a  short  time,  all 
the  nau*ieonsnesA  (»f  the  remedy  is  taken 
away,  and  the  patient  clings  to  it — nskn 
for  it.  The  exti-aordinary  u  e  of  fattid 
gums  in  this  disease,  has  been  asserted 
from  the  time  of  the  great  physicians, 
who  attempted  to  explain  their  nwdnsope- 
raudi  by  supposing  that  the  uterus  became 
swollen  and  nise  fn»m  the  pelvis,  and  that 
the  odour  of  these  gums  caused  it  to  re. 
turn  to  its  proper  situation.  This  proves, 
.  however,  the  very  imiK*rfeet  knowledge  of 
anatomy  and  physiology  which  the  ancients 
possessed.  They  were  in  the  habit  of 
using  odorifV;rou8  drugs  in  fumigiition,  to 
entice,  nnd  gave  the  firtid  gums  to  drive 
the  uterus  buck  again.  These  complaints 
of  a  s))asmodie  nature,  and  diso.ders  of 
function  of  the  nervous  system,  were 
relieved,  20(M)  years  ago,  by  those  very 
rcme«lies  which  are  now  employed;  so 
that  they  have  the  test  of  exfierience, 
whether  their  mode  of  operation  be  well  or 
ill  explmiMNL  But  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  remember  that  their  use  is 
c<mfirme'I  by  so  mnnv  vam'  en^ierienee. 

You  shf»uld  carcfuliv  consider  these  pv- 
titnitu:'  case*  nt  thi?  beiVide  Rf  the  parient. 
T  know  an  instiinit'  »t  this  moment,  of  a 
younir  la''y  who  was  thought  to  he  labour, 
irg  under  spiral  di»eise,  and  who  was 
kept  King  im  her  h«ek  for  nine  months. 
Jt  f'uddenly  wttnt  awav,  and  then  it  was 
^QSpc(•t(d  that  it  might  be  ni»thin(>  more 
than  hysteria.  Su<  h  cas»'s,  I  am  sorrv  to 
any,  are  not  uncommon.  When  thi*  pntient 
is  young,  and  the  e  is  any  debilitating 
cau'scjor  any  irppgnlarity  in  the  catamenia, 
then  yo'i  must  he  esp<'cially  eautii»us  ou 
this  Kuhiect,  and  not  believe  that  inflam- 
mntion  is  set  up  in  one  or  m(»re  parts 
merely  because  it  8<Tms  to  l>e  s<i — bcennsc 
vou  ha\e  the  symptom  of  fuiin.  < treat 
evil  was  done  in  our  pmfeSMiun  by  that 
universal  system  which  went  to  prove  that 
the  liver  was  the  eauve  of  all  diseases. 
Kve*-y  thing  jiainful  in  the  right  hyi^o* 
chondrium  was  referred  cither  to  acute 
or  sub -acute  d:seu«;e  of  that  organ,  and 
that,  by  the  way,  in  a  class  of  the  popula. 
tion-vi/.  young  females— the  least  ad- 
dicted to  those  very  circumstances  which 


bring  «ii  diwasr  of  the  lirer;  turh  m 
gn»ss  feeding  and  habita  uf  intempenncc. 
Every  thing  was  put  on. the  lirer,  and  Mm 
pill  was  the  universal  remedv.  The  mn- 
ment  a  patient  complained  of' pain  in  the 
right  side,  It  was  set  down  ttmt  she  was 
bilious,  and  that  it  must  be  pnriped  of 
with  mercury;  wherea«,  in  ninr  cases  net 
of  ten,  there  was  only  a  colIectiiiD  uf 
flatulence,  arising  fnim'the  want  of  proper 
exercise  and  pure  air,  which  are  at  all 
times  80  necessary  tu  the  health  of  the 
body. 

When  you  find  the  «ymptnms  veir  dif- 
ficult to  manage,  and  you  are  quite  *satis> 
fled  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  from  the 
time  and  attention  yim  have  bestowed  oo 
it,  then  the  proper  way  ia  to  speak  to  the 
patient  aside ;  stale  that  you  are  satisfi«d 
that  it  is  an  imposition,  hut  at  the  same 
time  the  feeling  must  arise  from  ill  health, 
and  you  will  not  say  anv  thing  abimt  it  if 
she  will  not  rt*peat  iL  ^his  often  has  t 
very  good  effect.  Dr.  Pemberfon  bas 
mentioned  several  cases  in  which  such  a 
practice  has  been  attended  .with  great 
advantage. 

ooNoanHo:AL  aiiicrMATisx. 

There  are  but  few  cases  now  remaining 
in  the  hospital,  and  in  going  ronnd  tn-dav 
I  have  scarcely  written  u:y  prescription. 

Unhappily,  the  case  of  disor^ani/Ation 
of  the  joints,  from  gonorrhoea!  rhcnmi- 
tism,  makes  but  little  pn»gres«,  thoiich 
some  degree  of  im])n>vement  take«  place 
in  the  hand.  I  have  been  trying  counter* 
irritation  in  the  knees — such  as  a  tanee 
blister — nnd  I  have  subsequently  tried 
tartar  emetic  ointment,  but  both  itrodiif-rrl 
sit  much  pain  ihut  they  wi-re  obiitstd  to  oe 
given  ap.  Fomentations  have  since  beea 
applied,  ami  the  |uitient  hanljevn  put  nn- 
dcr  the  specific  U5«  of  colchicum,  which 
in  some  casejt  dfn-s  neliefe  the  pain  venr 
ninterinllv.  Still  the  loneat  l»fii(th  of  time 
during  which  the  patient  has  labiMued  uii- 
der  the  disease,  makes  me  fear  that  lilliii 
will  he  done.  Tlionirh  beliangainMl  man 
benefit  than  could  be  expected,  still  his 
knees  are  so  dison^nized  'hat  it  seems  im- 
possible to  effect  a  cure,  or  at  lea*t  maur 
years  would  be  required  for  that  purpose. 
However,  I  shall  not  do^'ist  from  trying  all 
that  the  art  of  physic  can  do. 

OVARIAN    DROPSY. 

The  very  few  ca«es  which  were  last  taken 
in  are  all  convalescent,  and  the  patinitf 
are  ahi>ut  to  leave  us.  There  is,  however, 
a  case  of  an  ovarian  tumor  im  the  left 
side,  in  Queen's  Ward,  but  the  jmor  wo- 
man  is  unfortunately  labouring  under  da- 
ran.ifcment  of  intellect,  and  therefore  I  do 
not  expect  that  much  good  will  bo  dune. 
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ru  priocipally  taken  in  because  the  correspondent  were   preisent  at  the  dis- 

ire  of  the  tnmor  is  such  that  the  wa-  turbaiicr, — I  mean  Messrs.  T^'cedie,  Gase- 

obliged  to  be  drawn  otf  twice  a-day.  Ii'c,  Kini?,  &c.    Can  they  be  fit  judges  of 

as  been  put  under  iodine,  which  she  that  which  they  did  n(»t  witness  ?     You 

twice  a-day.     It  may  produce  a  de-  evidently  have    not  been  informed  that 

effect,  which  it  sometimes  doeSfOr  the  the  very    first  breacli   of  order    resulted 

*  may    so    grow   that   it  \%ill  rise  from  that  "crowdintr  at  oierations"  which 

*  the  pelvis,  and  thereby  the  pressure  yon  so  justly  complain  of  in  the  pre- 
be  removed  from  the  bladder.  It  sent  mmiher  of  your  journal.  Tlie  gentle, 
happens  that  this  is  the  case.  I  re-  men,  I  believe,  did  produce  their  tickets, 
»er,  some  years  ago,  seeing  a  curious  but  they  forced  themselves  into  the  space 
in  private  practice.  One  ovary  around  the  tuble,  which  the  porter  had 
id  down  between  the  uterus  and  the  been  expressly  ordered  to  keep  clear.  You 
,  and  by  its  weight  dragged  the  ute-  have  not  hetrd,  fir,  of  the  impertinent 
D  as  to  tilt  up  the  os  uteri  between  manner  in  which  both  Mr.  Travers  and 
ubes  ;  and  in  this  way  it  ))revented  Mr.  Tyrrell  were  hi^re  addressed,  and  how 
roper  excretion  both  of  the  fapees  and  the    latter   gentleninn     was    hooted    and 

A  sort  of  retroversion  of  the  ute-  hissed,  because  he  ^nve  out  that  it  M'as  im-. 

ok  place.    1  had  the  patient  brought  possible    to   operate   under    the    existing 

;  hospital,  and  applied  an  opiate  sup-  state  of  excitement. 

»ry.     By  kee)ting  her  quiet,  und  hav.         Does  it  not  amount  to  Momethins:  more 

le  urine  drawn  off,  the  tumor  by  dc-  than  a  misdemeanor,  that  a  multitude  of 

became  larger,  arose  out  of  the  place  students    overpowered  a    meuiaJ,    whose 

i  it  was  nitehed  behind  the  uterus,  most  aggravated  fault  was  a  strict  per- 

:he  iutter  organ  got  right  again,  so  fonnance  of  his  duty;  and  with  cries  of 

(he  was  enable  1,  although  lubuuring  "  thcow  him  over/'  forced  him  to  the  ban- 

'  the  disease,  to  go  out  of  the  house,  nistersof  a  stnirease  two  storeys  high,  and 

case  upstairs  is  of  the  same   kind,  were  on  the  eve  of  casting  him  over?    Waa 

ng  ^hall  be  omitted  to  try  to  get  rid  it  nothing  that  this  surac  multitude  turn- 

tumor  by  means  that  produce  ab-  ed  the  current  of  their  fury  upon  a  gcntle- 

on ;  but  the  growing  of  the  tumor  man    who<!e   noble  conduct   alone  saved 

emedy  the  pressure,  and  this  is  the  them  from  committing  an  act  of  violence 

view  with  which  I  keep  her  in  the  rendered  shocking  by  its   premeditati<m, 

and  the  result  of  which  might  have  been 
too  frightful  to  bear  a  thought?     Were 

■  the  feelings    of   the   patients  considered 

when   this  outrage  actually 


THE  L4TE  wards? 

T:RBANCE  at  S  r.  TIIOMAS'S        yy.^^"  «>>«  proceedings  (both  pri^atcnrd 

inn^Dvr  \  r  public)  are  made  known — when  tlie  result 

llUbfilAL.  ^^|.  jjjg  evidence  at  the   Sessions  is  pnb- 

liRhfd,  then  may  you  form  a  candid  opr- 

L    T^^va        y.i     irj-     1  ^     ^M  "^""  respeeting  which  was  the  aggrieved 

\e  Lditor  oj  the  Dxedical  i>azette.  ^^^rXy,  and  who  were  «hc  aggressors:  then, 

end  not  till  then,  will  the  public,  and  the 

*  .  profession    in    particular,  appreciate    the 

iGLLAR  error  has  crept  into  a  letter  ,„otive8  of  the  medical  authorities  at  St. 

rded  to  you  from  the  St.  Thomas's  'ihomas's  in  proseeuting  their  charge. 


«ntence  will  stand—"  exhibited  by  m^s's  that  they  w'ere  uuuble  to  detect  and 
^ers  then  present.*"  separate  all,  or  even  the  worst,  offenders, 
•elsati-hed,  sir,  that  your  impartiality  jf  ^^^  (juy's  gentlemen  have  choren  to 
lot  allow  you  to  be  infliieneed  by  any  ^^^^^^  ,1,^  ^.'^^g,.  ^^^-^^  ^^^n,  surely  it  is  not 
?d  statement  you  have  received,  or  ju^jj^e  to  complain  of  ihe  courie  pursued 
infutiirereceivc,  from  the  gent  emen  jjv  the  insulted  to  obain  restitution  Ibr 
ly's.  Let  me  ask  if  those  gentlemen  offended  dignity.- 1  am,  sir, 
loncd  in  the  communication  of  your  y^^^r  obliged  correspondent, 
: A  Voice  FROM  St.  Thomas's. 

tic  error  was  purely  typograpbical ;  but  the  December  26,  IfitJtf. 

It  and  heading  ut  the  letter  surely  ought  to 

nfflcicotly  explained. — Er.  Gas.  ■ 
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LETTER  FROM    THE    PUPILS  OF 
ST.  THOMAS'S. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
The  statement  which  appeaml  in  ynnr 
(rAZKTTK  of  Iftst  wci'k,  rclutivc  U)  the  late 
proceodinKs  &t  St.  Thomas'R  Hospital,  in 
verbally  inc(»rrect ;  it  being  therein  Kiiid 
that  grf)S!i  misconduct  was  exhibited  "  to 
strangers ;"  the  original  expression  being 
"  bjf  8trani?eri»." 

in  justice  to  the  pupils  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  you  arc  requested  to  insert  in 
your  next  Gazettk  the  inclosed  copy  i»f 
the  letter  addressed  by  tiie  ])npil8  to  their 
teachers;  of  which  it  may  be  observed  that 
it  docs  not  assume  the  form  of  a  protest. 

*'  SuThomaH'klloitpUul, 
l>«c.  17,  iim, 

"  The  undersigned  apprentices,  dressers, 
and  i)upils  of  St.  Thoma.s*s  Hospital,  beg 
to  express  to  the  medical  and  surgical  offi. 
cers  and  teachers  in  general,  their  indig- 
nation at  the  wanton  outrage  and  miscon- 
duct on  the  ])art  of  strangers,  which  oe- 
cnrred  yesterday  in  the  surgical  theatre. 
They  respectfully  solicit  the  interference  of 
the  officers  and'  lecturers,  and  desire  that 
such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  shall 
prevent  the  like  proceedings  for  the  future, 
and  ensure  to  the  undersigned  the  undis- 
turbed enjf>yment  f»f  their  rights.  In  fur- 
therance of  the  above  object,  the  under- 
signed arc  willing  to  forego  any  and  all 
advantages  which  may  be  supposed  to  be- 
long to  tluir privilei^e of alt*;ndiii(r tiie  sur- 
gical practice  of  (in\\s  Hospital;  and, 
taking  into  consid-.Tiitioii  the  malevolence 
evinced  on  the  late  rierusion,  they  respect- 
fully submit  that  all  stiani^erH  whatsoever 
shiiuld  in  future  be  excluded  frtnn  the  r  j,(>At 
of  attending  the  practice  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hosfital." 

Here  foUow  fifty- two  signatures. 

St.  Thoiiins'M  IIuMpital, 
Dec.  '.'8.  IKMt. 


to  the  compoond ;  and  when  the  mhnlt  ii 
cold,  the  dissection  mav  be  nimnicncai, 
the  tn)ogh  being  first  filled  with  water— 
or  very  dilute  spirit  By  u^ing  this  coo- 
trirance,  the  parts  of  the  suhject  are  more 
readily  separated,  and  l>eiug  covered  witli 
a  fluid,  the  adventitious  portions  arecafliv 
washed  away  with  a  varoel's-hair  pencif. 
The  knives  u«ed  for  dissecting  oiicroscopie 
subjects  are  similar  to  those  employed  by 
(K'u lists  fur  operating  on  cataract. — V'*r 
some  carious  information  on  tliis  and  i»ther 
practical  points  Cimncrted  with  the  use  nf 
the  microscoi)e,  we  must  refer  the  reidrr 
t<i  Dr.  (Torinir  and  Mr.  Pritchard's  ncv 
work— the  "  Mierographia.'* 

NEW  MEDICAL  HOOKS. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  3lanaite- 
ment  and  Diseases  of  (^hildrcn.  By  R.  T. 
Evanson,  M.D.,  and  H.  Maunsell)  M.D. 
12mo.  7s.  Gd. 

Andral's  (-liniqne  Medicale.  By  Dr. 
Spillan.    8vo.  25s. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BCJKIALI 

«. 

Fnm  Bills  or  Mortalitt,  Dec.  27,  l!«3fi. 

Ab|iTr-<j(             .          . 

I 

FunnmmBtion 

S4 

Aui>  iikI  Debility  . 

:« 

Kou'eU.^  Stomach 

1 

Apoplexy 

h 

Mraln 

S 

AMtlinia 

10 

hiin^«  and  Pleura 

s 

Chll.lhfrth    '. 

1 

Insanity        .        . 

IS 

Consiiin)itl<>t)        . 

si; 

Liver,  i1ia«a«e<l 

1 

CoiivuNiiin* 

lA 

Bleaolen 

m 
1 

Croup    .        . 

'2 

Brixcarriage  •        . 

1 

Dentition  or  Titrtlilnir  .1 

Alorliiicalloii 

1 

DropHy                   . 

7 

Pdraly?ii«        .        • 

h 

DropH)  In  the  Brsln 

A 

Scrcifula 

I 

Dropxy  on  the  Chot 

:; 

Small-pox     •        . 

1 

Ery>(pelai(     . 

1 

Sore    Throat    and 

Fever 

2 

Quinvey    . 

I 

Fever,  Scarli't 

3 

Stone  ft  Gravel    . 

•1 

Fi'ver,  Typhus      . 

1 

UnknuMTU  C:»u«e4 

3 

noiit 

1 

Heart,  (lltientieil    . 

1 

Cavualtlea 

4 

IIi>opinv'  Cough    . 

10 

Uecreiutcot'  Biirl.i 

h,  a 

K  compared  with  1   ^. 

C                        •            ft     1 

the  i.rccedlnic 

Wi-C 

MICROSCOPIC    DISSECTION 
CiNDKR  FLUIDS. 

The  late  M.  Cavier  appears  to  have  been 
the  inventor  of  the  little  trt»uj(h  in  which 
microsi'opic  snbjects  are  most  o<»nvenicntly 
dissected.  It  is  a  sort  of  shallow  tray 
about  two  inches  htnt^,  by  ab«Hit  an  inch 
and  half  hnmd.  The  inoiie  of  preparing  it 
is  this: — Take  a  compound  of  bees'-wax 
and  Venice  turpentine,  or  Canada  balsam, 
and  line  the  trough  with  it  while  warm  ; 
then  lay  in  the  subject  to  be  dissected,  first 
having  dried  the  parts  intended  to  be  fixed 


NOTICES. 

**  A  Young  Practitioner"  may  ehantf 
both  for  attendance  and  medicine;  but  lie 
had  lK>tter  s])ccify  the  latter,  and  be  mo- 
derate. It  has  been  so  decided  fVom  the 
Bench. 

How  are  we  to  know  whether  the  state- 
ments of  **  VEaiTAs"  are  true  or  false? 
Why  not  give  his  name?  **  IIisEaifts" 
has  not  withheld  his. 

Dr.  J.  Johnson's  letter,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Copland  Hutchison,  arrived  t(K>  late  fur 
inserti(m,as  we  are  this  week  obliged  lo 
go  to  press  earlier  than  usual. 

Coniuiunicatif>nshave  been  received  fWiin 
Mr.  Everitt,  Dr.  K.  Williams,  Mr.  Ealcs, 
Mr.  H.  L.  Smith,  Dr.  Watson,  ScruUtor. 
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LECTURES  ing-pan — a  storj  which  is  supposed  to 

faafe  gained  more  adherents  to  toe  house 

^^  of  Hanover,  than  all  the  reasonings   of 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE-  Somers,  Locke,  and  the  other  great  adfo. 

'  cates  of  the  Revolution*. 

JMnmd  at  th^  AUtengaU  School  of  Medicine,  -^°^  without  dwelling  on  the  parturiUon 

^  ''  'of  princesses,  it  will  be  more  to  our  purpose 

By  William  Cummin,  M.D.  ^  ^,^"*'  ^,V  on  all  occasions  of  allq^ed 

*  bastardy,  or  disputed  legitimacy,  proofs  of 

■  actual  delivery  are  re<^uired ;  and  that  in 

¥»/«■.         Yv  ^^  accusations  of  feigned  or  concealed 

LECTURE  AV.  parturition,  the  grounds  of  such  charges, 

Oeetuiomt  rf  medico-  legal  inquiry  retpecting  the  supported  by  personal  i  nspection,  are  indis- 

met  of  SiHh^Legal  proqft  of  ConceaUnent  pensably  necessary. 

of  tkt  Birth,     Signs  of  I>elivery  :  1.  Women  sometimes  feign  that  thev  have 

Beeant  Parturition — the  Sigm  conudsred^^  been  delivered,  when  their  motive  is  pro- 

WoemaM*i  Milk.    9.   Remote  Parturition—'  bably  to  introduce  a  supposititions  child 

the  Signs  conmdtred,     3.  Poet-mortem  Signt  U  an  heir  to  a  property ;  or  perhaps  their 

of  Parturitum^  recent  and  remoteStaie  tf  object  is  to  fasten  on  a  paramour  a  claim 

iha  Uterut  in  reemt  cam — What  may  be  to  marriage,  or  pecuniary  compensation. 

gatkared  from  the  ttate  of  the  Ovarie$—Di»-  Women,  again,  may  conceal  the  fact  of 

tittetian  between  genuine  and  spurious  Cor-  their  having  been  delivered,  when  they  in- 

feva  Lutea,    Medico-legal  queaioiu-^Deli'  tend,  perhaps,  to  hide  the  consequences  of 

ffery  without  asduaiice-^llowfar  the  life  <f  ^^  adulterous  intercourse,  or  to  murder  or 

the  ekUd  eompromited  by  it.     Parturition  ^^^  c^^aj  ^itb  their  offspring. 

witheeU  ranseioutnets  ■  Some  remarkable  cases.  ^^  distinetions.^The  crime  of  conceal- 

Pteefs  of  recent  Delivery  adduced  in  the  io?  the  birth  is  specially  denounced  in  the 

trial  Rex  v.  /Ingus.  Lansdowne  Act  [9  Geo.  IV.  c.  zxzl.  §  H], 

Ir  U  a  thing  of  common  notoriety,  that  J?ST^^i!i^*^'*'t^??^'^*?V'S'?^'^ 

mism  deception  has  often  been  piiu^Used  ^  delivered  of  a  child,  and  shall  by  M»cret 

la  TCfamiee  to  parturition,  or  the  act  of  5"T^  *"'  otherwise  disposing  of  the 

Urtli.    Ffom  aT^irly  period  it  has  been  dead  body,  end^^vour  to  conceal  the  birth. 

m  Oima  with  legislaton  to  frustrate  such  t^^^l!^^-^^^  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 

MttmSu;  of  thb  the  Uw  ZX;  custodiendo  5*H*?^f  ^^  be  impnsoned,  with  or  without 

,  atiU  piMerved  among  our  own  legal  ^*^  ^*****"I'  f^'  *  ^""  "^^  exceeding  two 

i.  nm^/Lmwrn  mM  m  lnJ^A«»     In  in^M  J®*"  >  ^^^  *t  shall  not  be  necessary  to 

■f  '^mj  mKW9  as  an  insianoe.    in  more  l«^««. '  u-.*v.^  *u     i.«ij  j*  j  u  *          i 

■m  tl^  thm  «aniinii  oh-flrrinl  n^rfi.  P^o^e  whether  the  child  died  before,  at,  or 


MtentiMa,  the  caatlon  observed,  parti.    SJ?:;f*.l^" 
cateriy  fai  cartain  fondgn  courts,  und^the    •"f '  *J»  *"™\ 


It   is  usual,   however,    to    withhold 


■IrtkeUrthofaprin^udthiuto    5""'5.~''   ""'*"    "    *PS*^.. '°  .!± 
.  «r>.  1 ».. .5 «iT  dence  that    some    nreiiaimtion   hA«  heen 


mlitok«itiM«.  iiwdl known;  nor  *"?f  /f' ,v"T,, P'''*I*"S!'  'T  5?" 

of  Mdeetiwr  raeh  CMtion.  tliu  U  *  PW"«»Ptl«>n,  »«»•«  ..f"**  the  woman 

a^lMh^theI^tend.rinAi.«o^  toWtow  wm.  care  upon  It    Sometime, 
w  Ike  ttory  goes,  be  was  smug- 


isto  tha  loyal  eondi  in  a  warm-  •Amos;  MsoitALOASBTn,vll.  743. 

476.'-*xiZa  a  \* 
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the  proof  of  such  condact  as  the  preparing^  within  at  least  a  few  days  after  the  alleged 

clothes  for  the  child,  is  admissible  to  ne-  e?ent. 

gative  the  charge  of  intent  to  conceal.  •           » 

One  or  two  points  are  worth  observing,  *•  ^^  9f  «*w»*  "Ptvrtwriiiam, 

with  reference  to  the  crime  of  concealment  Much    information   Ihay    be    gathered 


as  just  now  stated.  It  is  necessary  even  from  external  appearaneci  I 
to  show  that  the  child  is  dtad ;  other-  from  the  look  and  figure  of  the  woman  ge- 
wise  the  body  of  the  accusation-  will  nerallv.  Soonafterdeliveiythecoantenaiioe 
be  wanting;  though,  as  it  is  expressly  ispalfid;  the  eye  sunken,  and  not  anAv- 
mentioned,  it  does  not  require  to  bie  qnently  surrounded  with  a  dark  or  par- 
proved  whether  the  death  occurred  be-  plish  ring ;  there  is  an  appearance  of 
foret  atf  or  after,  the  birth.  Another  cir*  recent  exhaustion ;  the  skin  is,  however, 
cumstance  is,  that  expenses  arc  not  allowed  warm  and  moist,  and  the  perspiration  is 
in  prosecutions  for  concealment  of  the  remarkable  for  the  peculiar  odour  which  it 
birth.  This  is  not  only  a  hardship  on  the  emits ;  this  is  what  some  of  the  old  ae- 
witnesses  generally,  but  has  led  to  a  very  coucheurs  called  the  gravis  odor  jmerperii^ 
cruel  practice  in  some  instances  towarcb  and  is  no  donbt  connected  with  the  locfaial 
the  accused ;  the  woman  is  indicted  for  dischaive,  the  smell  of  both  having  a  doie 
murder,  though  the  evidence  is  wholly  in-  resembUince. 

sufficient  to  support  such  a  charge;  but  The  breasts,  in  general,  after  deliveiy, 

the   prosecutor   by  this    stratagem   con-  are  more  full,  tense,  and  tender,  or  pain- 

trives  to  get  the  costs  allowed  for  a  felony  ful,  than  in  other  circumstances.     The 

prosecution,  notwithstanding  the  jury  ne-  presence  of  milk,  though  taken  as  an  lio. 

gative  the  murder  and  find  only  the  con-  lated  sign  it  is  not  worth  mnch,  for  the 

cealment.    It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  reasons  noticed  in  a  preceding  leetare,  ii 

find  that  this   base   proceeding  has  not  yet   of    considerable    importance    when 

escaped  the  censure  of  the  bencn ;  it  has  noticed    in  conjunction  with   other  ap- 

been  animadverted  on  in  severe  terms,  pearances.    Of  the  milk  itself,  presently, 

and  the  costs  have  been  refused  *.  If,  firom  noticing  the  countenance  and 

Duty  €f  medical  refereet,  —  In  all  such  the  state  of  the  pectoral  system,  we  pro- 
cases  the  ends  of  truth  and  justice  are  ceed  to  examine  the  belly,  we  shall  find 
best  attained  by  a  reference  to  medical  after  a  recent  delivery  the  abdomen  flac- 
testimony ;  and  the  medical  man  re-  cid,  with  the  integuments  in  loose  foldbi, 
ferred  to,  can  best  perform  the  duty  im-  and  the  linett  a26ieanfe»— those  linev  oa 
posed  upon  him,  when  thoroughly  ac-  the  abdomen  which  are  seldom  oMilP 
quainted  with  the  circumstances  which  rated  from  the  part  in  wonen  who  ban 
constitute  the  signs  of  delivery.  Both  once  borne  cbiloren— alter  a  reeent  ddf- 
mother  and  child  must  be  carefully  exa-  ^ery,  remarkably  white,  intermixed  with  t 
mined ;  for  it  should  be  perfectly  un-  bright  red,  and  exhibiting  the 
derstood,  that  when  the  proposed  invest!-  of  shining  streaks  or  cicatrices, 
gation  relates  to  an  alleged  delivery,  one  Coming  now  to  the  parts  of  generatfcB, 
of  the  first  objects  to  be  inquired  after  we  shall,  of  coarse,  find  them  in  no  one 
is  the  offspring  —  either  the  infant  that  invariable  condition;  they  will  exhibit 
has  been  bom,  or  the  ovum  which  has  great  variations,  according  to  efreaa- 
beenexpelled;  without  which  the  case  will  stances;  but,  in  general,  they  bear  the 
be  defective  on  the  very  face  of  it ;  the  cor^  marks  of  having  undergone  much  vie- 
pu5  c/Wirtt,  or  main  fact  of  the  accusation,  lence — rubbed,  bruised,  excoriate^  la- 
will  be  wanting.  cerated  perhans,  by  the  passage  of  the  is- 

Supposing,  then,  this  preliminary  point  fant.    The  vulva  is  red  and  swollen,  the 

adjusted,   our   next   step   is   to    proceed  vagina    ver^  distensible,    admitting  the 

to  the  examination  of  the  reputed  mo-  entrance  of  the  hand  without  much  difi- 

ther,  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  present  cnlty;  the  frenulum  or  fourchette  isnsoalh 

about  her  person  the  torn,  and  probably  the  perineum  has  sof- 

fered.    Continuing  the  examination  op  to 

sioNS  OF  DELiTERT.  the  utcros,  wc  find  the  01  ftncc  moce  OT W 

These  signs  I  shall  enumerate  in  the  or.  open,  permitting  the  introduction  of  oneor 

der  usually  laid  down.   They  form  two  dis.  two  fingers;   the  posterior  labium  of  the 

tinct  classes,  it  must  be  observed,  accord-  °"°^  "  described,  also,  as  being  the  moif 

ing  as  the  Inquiry  relates  to  a  recent  or  P«>ni>nent  of  the  two.      The  rolnme  of 

a  r«n«««  delivery.    We  shall  therefore  con-  Jne  uterus  may,  of  course,  be  expeetcd 

sidcr  them  in  this  order ;  and  first,  let  us  ^®.  °f   considciable ;    by  raising  it  fh»i 

suppose  we  have  to  examine  a  female  who  ^'^thm,  and  feeling  externally  on  the  ab- 

is  said  to  have  been  delivered  recently,  or  <*?"«»,   the  part  will  generally   be  felt 

''^  above  the  pubes. 

If  the  placenta  have  not  yet  come  awij 

*  SirG.  Lewlo)  Crown  R«poru,  45.  — if  it  have  been  retained  either  in  the 
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uterus  wholly,  or  partially  in  the  Tagina,  with  some  oily  flakes  on  its  surface.    It  is 

the  proof  of  recent  delivery  is  almost  as  opaque;   becomes  viscous  by  exposure  to 

complete  as  can  be  desired;  in  fact,  the  air;    f^rows  acid,  and  putrifies  speedily, 

presence  of  the  child  can  alone  render  it  According  to  Meygenhofer,  the  colostrum 

more  conclusive.    All  the  signs,  you  will  contains  more  salts  than  ordinary  milk— 

obsenre,  which  I  noticed  previous  to  the  ap-  diminishing  in  this  respect  as  itmpproaches 

pearance  of  the  placenta,  might  readily  be  the  quality  of  the  latter.    In  the  course  of 

imputed  by  an  objector  to  the  expulsion  three  or  four  days  it  loses  all  its  peculiar 

of  some  unorganized  mass,  -—  an  event  characters, 

which  is  not  unfreqnently  attended  with  Of  woman's  milk  generally,  it  may  be 

similar  symptoms  as  regards  the  coun-  observed  that  it  becomes  more  concen- 

tenance,  breasts,  abdomen,  and  parts  of  trated  when  the  breast  has  been  sucked 

generation ;  but  the  placenta  is  a  master-  for  some  time.   Its  specific  gravity  is  from 

sign,  which  can  scarcely  be  gainsaid.  1020  to  1025.    It  contains  from  1 1  to  12j 

The  discharges  are  the  next  object  to  per  cent,  of  solid  matters — of  which  butter 

which  you  should  direct  your  attention,  constitutes   about  5*18  per  cent.,  while 

I  allude,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  lochial  cow's  milk  contains  not  more  than  4*5  per 

discharge,  especially  if  it  be  simultaneous  cent 

with  a  show  of  milk  in  the  breasts.    The  Such  are  the  chief  signs  of  recent  par- 
ord^  in  which  these  phenomena  occur  is  turition.     As  to  certain  other  affections 
l^enerally  this : — The  moment  the  delivery  which  often  attend  this  state,  —  uterine 
is  accomplished,  all  the  secretions  seem*  haemorrhage,  convulsions^  suppression  or 
suspended   for  a  short  time;    but   pre«  incontinence  of  nrnv,  prolapsus  ani,  &c.— 
sently  the  loehia  make  thdr  apptanmee.  being  but  extnordinary  signs  not  usually 
The   dUKhaige    is  sangnineooa  at  first,  occurring,  thev  cannot  be  of  much  use  to 
bat  aooo    becomes  altered,  and  has  as.  us  as  medical  jurists.      When   they  do 
•nmed  a  brownish  hue  by  the  end  of  the  occur,  moreover,  it  is  as  independent  dis- 
second  day.    The  milk  tever  is  generally  eases,  wholly  unconnected  with  labour, 
established  about  this    time,   but   some  But  from    the    facts    and  phenomena 
women  never  have  it.    The  breasts  being  which  I  have  detailed,  the  following  prin- 
now  fully  distended,  a  serous  fluid  {cohs-  ciples  may  be  gathered: — 1.  That  not  one 
trwm)  issues  from  them  ere  long,  which  ul.  of  the  signs,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  actual 
timately  is  exchanged  for  true  milk.    The  discovery  of  the  placenta  in  the  uterus  or 
lochia  are  frequently  suspended  during  the  vagina,  can  be  depended  on  singly,  as  a 
presence  of  milk-  fever,  but  the  healthy  probable  proof  that    parturition  has  re- 
condition of  the  body  being  restored,  the  cently  taken    place.      2.  But  that  their 
lochia  reappear,  and  continue,  in  more  or  combination  may  enable  us  to  infer  the 
less  vigour,  sometimes  for  a  month  or  six  fact  to  our  perfect  satisfaction.    3.  That 
weeks  :    they  have  that  peculiarly  heavy  it  is  a  much  easier  task  to  discover  recent 
and  characteristic  odour  to  whicti  I  just  delivery  when  it  has  occurred  in  a  woman 
now  alluded,  and  to  which  Joerg,  Meckel,  having  a  first  child,  the  foetus  also  having 
and  other  German  medical  jurists,  attach  come  to  its  full  time.     4.  That  we  shall 
a  high  degree  of  importance  as  a  sign,  be  the  better  enabled  to  draw  our  inference 
The  only  otlier  thing  relating  to  the  lochia  as  to  the  true  state  of  the  case,  when  our 
worth  observing  is,  that  in  many  instances  examination  is  instituted  soon  aAer  the 
they  alter,  from  about  the  fourth  or  fifth  alleged  labour;  because  most  of  the  signs 
day,  to  a  purulent-looking  or  milky  dis*  become  less  striking,  and  many  of  them 
dbarge,  which  is  not  readily  distinguish-  vanish,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.    And, 
able  from  leucorrhoea,  or  fluor  albus,  with  in  fine,  I  may  add,  as  a  piece  of  advice 
which  women  are  often   attacked   after  worth  attending  to,  that  in  making  these 
their  accouchment.      It  should  also  be  examinations,    we  may  as  well  procure 
added,  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find,  in  as  much  information  as  possible  relative 
some  women,  all  appearance  of  lochial  to  previous  occurrences — such  as  whether 
or  other  discharge  at  an  end  as  early  as  the  female  was  habitually  regular  as  to 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day.  her  menstrual  courses,  or  rather  whether 
Milk  rf  the  human  female. — With  rcj^pect  her  courses  ba<l  not  been  suspended  for 
to  the  milk,  a  few  particulars  noticea  by  some  months,  and  whether  a  sudden  dimi- 
Bcfzelius    and    other   eminent   chemists  nation  of  her  bulk  had  not  been  observed. 
ooght  to  be  attended  to.  I  have  just  said  that  the  examination 
Immediately  after  parturition,  as  soon  ought  to  be  made  soon — without  loss  of 
ma  the  secretion  commences,  the  properties  time ;  but  how  long  a  time  may  elapse,  and 
of  woman's  milk  are  found  difiercnt  from  yet  leave  us  sufficient  evidence  of  what  we 
wbat  they  are  afterwards.    The  eoloUrttm  are    in    search    of,  cannot   be   precisely 
coDstitntes  the  first  prodoce:    this  is  a  stated.    The  generality  of  jurists  and  ac- 
adftpy  sort  of  fluid,  of  no  great  consistency,  coochenrs  think  the  period  may  be  ex- 
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tended  to  ten  days ;  bat  a  week  is  proba-  nerer  to  have  b«en  a  mtAhtTp  aod  wbeit 
blv  the  utmost  that    can  be  safelv  ad.  her  assertion  mi^t  reqaire  to  be  backed 
mitted.     Orfila  say^,  that  although  the  by  medical  tettimony.    And  on  the  oikcr 
medico- legal    examiner    may  have   few  hand,  women  who  hare  nefer  had  c^ldica 
signs,  or   proofs,  on  which    to    rest  his  may  sometimes  fancy  it  their  interest  to 
opinion  after  the  lapse  of  the  tenth  day,  affect  the  contrary;  as  the  followiog  re- 
yet,  as  there  may  be  cases  where  circum-  markable  occurrence,  which  bad  neariy 
stances  are  otherwise,  he  will  not  by  any  pro? ed  serious  to  the  pretending  part? * 
means  assert  that  a  risit  at  a  later  period  will    show  :  —  A     girl    feigned    herself 
is  useless  ;  for  in  one  woman  the  sigpas  of  pregnant,   and   deceiTed    her  lorer  iats 
recent  dellTery  may  be  as  distinct  at  the  the    belief  that   she    was  so,  with  tbt 
fifteenth  day  as  in  another  at  the  eighth,  hope   that    he    would  many  ber.     Hc^ 
However,  in  general  it  may  be  observed,  however,   remained   obdurmtey    and    sbt 
that  if  women  who  wish  to  conceal  their  carried  on  her  scheme  even  to  the  sM 
having  recently    been  delivered,   can  so  month,  when  she  went  so  far  as  to  staii 
manage  matters  as  to  escape  an  examina.  her  bed  and  body-linen  with  some  sbeep^ 
tion  till  the  eighth  or  tenth  day,  they  may  blood,  and  confined  herself  to  her  apart- 
bid  defiance  to  legal  functionaries  and  me-  ment  for  several  days,  as  if  ^e  had  acta* 
dical  jurists;   and  the  escape  of  many  ally  gone  through  a  lalx>ur.    No  marriage, 
egregious  offenders  has  been  purely  owing  however,   took  place ;    and     the  partiei 
to  such  delay.  separated.    But  at  the  end  of  two  yean 

The  same  anthoritv  gives  us  a  report  the  lover  bethought  him  that  be  was  a 
which  may  serve  to  illustrate  our  present  father,  and  had  a  desire  to  see  his  child: 
subject.  The  female  who  was  examined  he  demanded  it  in  due  form,  bnt  was  tt 
was  25  years  of  age,  and  supposed  to  have  course  refused.  However,  as  he  woaU 
been  delivered  fifteen  days  previously,  not  be  denied,  he  brought  the  lady  bdbn 
"  She  assured  us  (says  the  reporter)  that  the  magistrates,  to  give  an  aceoaat  ef 
she  had  never  been  even  pregnant.  We  what  she  had  done  with  the  child.  She 
proceeded  to  a  personal  examination,  and  then  pleaded  that  she  had  never  had  one; 
found  the  genital  organs  not  tumefied  but  her  story  was  nof  credited,  and  As 
beyond  the  natural  state  of  the  parts,  would  infallibly  have  been  punished  fer 
There  was  no  trace  of  cicatrix  at  the  making  away  with  her  offspring,  had  aot 
perineum.  A  thick  whitish  fluid  was  the  matter  been  referred  to  three  eminent 
discharged  from  the  vulva,  having  a  fieble  medical  men— MM.  Capuron,  Maycrier, 
odour  resembling  that  of  the  lochia,  and  Villermay~who  were  enabwd  to 
which  was  further  strengthened  by  ex-  satisfy  themselves  that  the  accused  had 
amining  the  linen.  The  skin  of  the  ab-  never  been  a  mother, 
domen  was  wrinkled,  particularly  about  But  with  regard  to  the  ugns  of  remote 
the  umbilicus  and  groin,  with  numerous  delivery.  If  it  be  difiicult  to  speak  posi- 
striae,  glistening  and  whitish.  The  recti  lively  even  in  recent  coses,  bow  mack 
of  the  abdomen  and  linea  alba  were  dis-  more  so  may  it  not  be  expected  to  be  whea 
tinctly  divided  about  the  navel.  Bosom  the  fact  is  supposed  to  have  occurred  long 
of  the  ordinary  volume ;  no  fluid  obtained  ago  ?  The  points,  however,  which  may  serve 
by  pressure  from  the  breasts.  By  the  us  in  such  an  investigation  are  these.*— 
touch,  and  the  hand  applied  extenially,  1,  The  wrinkles  of  the  abdomen  which 
impossible  to  detect  the  presence  of  the  are  often  left  after  pregnancy,  and  which 
uterus  above  the  pubes.  Its  orifice  semi-  are  ineffaceable ;  2,  Sometimes  the  sepa- 
open  and  awry,  with  labiated  structure,  ration  of  the  recti  muscles  in  the  neigh- 
On  making  her  walk,  we  noticed  that  she  bourhoodof  the  umbilicus,  giTinff  a  greater 
betrayed  the  feeling  of  slight  pains  in  the  breadth  to  the  median  line  at  that  part; 
articulation  of  the  uelris.  Our  conclusion  3,  In  certain  cases,  a  cicatrix,  whi»  de- 
is,  1.  That  the  \nay  has  been  jtrobably  de-  notes  laceration  of  the  fonrchette  or  the 
livered  some  time  since ;  the  time  may  perineum,  and  some  irregularitj  of  kum 
be  supposed  fi  fteen  or  twenty  days.  2.  To  about  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  This  part  is 
speak  fM>sitivel¥,  we  should  have  seen  her  described  in  such  cases  as  very  uneven  fai 
ten  or  twelve  days  sooner."  shape,  and  not  conical,  as  it  is  when  pi?r 
A  CL-  ^D  .  n  .  ...  nancy  has  not  occurred;  the  orifice eflfc 
2.  Signt  (f  Remote  Parturuum.  uterus  is  also  ever  after  said  to  ramaia 

We  have  next  to  consider  what  are  the  more  or  less  open,  or  gaping.  The  tuumel- 

signs  of  a  retnote  delivery, — ^whether  there  bicantei  should  not  be  forgotten,  which  also 

be  any  signs  by  which  we  mav  determine  are  ineffkceable.    The  abdomen  is  nsaallf 

that  a  woman  has  formerly  Dome  chil-  loose  and  rough,  and  the  breasta  fiaecM 

dren?  The  inquiry  is  by  no  means  merely  and  pendulous.     Yet  we  must  vecoUsd 

a  curious  one,  for  circumstances  may  arise  that  none  of  these  characters  warrant  at 

where  a  woman  woold  fain  be  thought  in   doing  more  than  premwung  that  the 
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woman  has  once  been  delivered, — we  can-  what  might  be  prodaced  by  other  causes 

not  affirm  any  thing ;  while  their  absence,  than  delivery,  to  allow  as  to  form  a  satis- 

on  the  other  band,  is  conclusi? e  that  she  factory  diagnosis. 

has  never  been  a  mother.  Corpora  lutea,-^The  state  of  the  oyaries, 

c-      _/•  n  *°^  ^^®  possible  detection  of  a  corpus 

3.  Poti-mortem  Sigtts  of  Delivery.  luteum  in  one  of  them,  may  throw  much 

It  might  perhaps  be  thought  that  the  light  on  the  inoniry.      I  hare  already 

proofs  were   much    more  attainable  and  noticed  the  fact  or  the  presence  of  a  corpns 

more  obyious,  when  we  have  an  opportu-  luteum  affording  sufficient  indication  of  a 

nity  of  examining  the  internal   organs,  recent  conception ;  and  I  shall  take  this 

And  so  they  are,*— when  we  have  an  op-  opportunity  of  bringing  before  yon  some 

portnnity  also  of  seeing  the  child;   and  other  points  connected  with  the  subject, 

especially  when  the  alleged  delivery  is  re-  The    following    peculiarities    (borrowed 

cent    Otherwise  it  may  be  extremely  dif-  from  Dr.  Montgomery's  description),  mark 

ficult  to  come  to   any  satisfactory  con-  its  presence,  so  as  effectually  to  distinguish 

elusion.  it  from  other  yellow  structures  sometimes 

The  post-mortem    appearances  which  observed  in  the  ovary,  and  confounded  with 

nay  be  considered  as  indicative  of  a  very  the  body  in  question. 

reeeni  delivery  are  these  :^1.  The  altered  A  ^;enuine  corpus  luteum  is  generally 

shape  and  augmented  volume  of  the  uterus:  oval  in  shape,  and  its  size  is  about  five- 

it  will  have  a  flattened  flabby  aspect,  and  eighths  by  three- eighths  of  an  inch ;  its 

measure  probably  from  six  to  eignt  or  per-  thickness  less  than  its  breadth.  Its  texture 

baps  nine  inches  in  length ;   the  os  uteri  is  glandular,  some  what  like  that  of  the  kid- 

will  be  more  or  less  open,  so  that  the  hand  ney.    It  is  very  vascular,  its  vessels  being 

can  easily  be  introduced.    2.  The  remains  sometimes  visible  without  any  preparation, 

of  the  decidua  will  be  found  on  the  inner  but  almost  always  (at  least  until  it  begins 

•arfaoe,  loose  and  flocculent,  except  where  obviously  todecline)admittingfinecoloured 

the  placenta  was  attached,  and  there  the  injection  thrown   in  fh>m  a  branch    of 

fMurts  will  appear  bare,  and  exhibit  those  the  spermatic  artery.    The  course  of  the 

pcGoliar   valvular  openings  which    have  little  vessels  is  fh>m  the  circumference  to 

oeea  noticed  as  the  terminations  of  the  the  centre.  As  to  its  colour,  it  is  expressed 

veinsorsinusesof  the  uterus.  by  the  epithet  which  it  b^rs— /uieum,  a 

But  these  appearances  will  be  greatly  dull  yellow  or  saffron  hue;   in  the  recent 

modified  according  to  the  time  that  has  state,  it  has  a  slightly  reddish  tinge,  and 

elapsed  after  delivenr,  and  also  according  has  been  compared  to  the  bufly  coat  of 

to  the  constitution  of  the  woman.  In  some  the  blood.    In  its  centre  is  observed  a 

females,  it  may  be  observed,  as  complete  a  little  cavity  (or  **  a  radiated  white  cica- 

lestoratinn  to  the  natural  condition  of  the  trix")»  larger  or  smaller  according  to  the 

parts  will  be  effected  in  two  or  three  days,  time  at  which  it  is  examined.     Within 

as  in  others  aAer  a  week.  the  first  three  or  four  months  after  con- 

The  ordinary  course  of  the   changes,  ception,  the  cavity  may  be  about  large 

liowever,  is  as  follows  :— Suppose  delivery  enough  to  inclose  a  g^rain  of  wheat;   it  is 

baa  taken  place  at  the  full  time,  and  that  bounded  by   a   strong   white   cyst,   tha 

the  uterus  has  contracted  well,  this  organ  parietes  of  which  approximate  and  ulti- 

■lay  be  expected  to  be  found  in  two  or  three  matcly  close  up,  leaving  no  appearance  at 

daye  roduced  to  the  dimensions  of  about  six  last  but  that  of  a  cicatrix;  and  this  cica- 

inches  long,  by  three  or  four  broad ;   its  trix,  which  is  characterized  by  its  being 

anbstance  will  be  about  an  inch  thick;  white  and  radiated,i8  visible  as  long  as  there 

and  the  fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  will  are  any  remains  of  the  corpns  luteum. 

appear  turgid  and  vascular,  lying  by  the  The  time  of  the  disapjiearance  of  a  cor- 

aiaes  of  the  womb.      After  a  week,  the  pus  luteum  seems  to  be  variable ;    but  it 

length  of  the  organ  will  scarcely  exceed  is  supposed  to  be  wholly  oblitc^ted  by 

^¥6    inches  ;    its  substance  will  be  re-  the  sixth  or  seventh  month  after  a  delivery 

^oced,  and  its  colour  will  appear  pale  at  the  full  period.    The  corpus  luteum  of 

eampared  with  its  usual  muscular  aspect  a  preceding  conception,  according  to  Dr. 

at  an  earlier  date.     No  very  striking  or  Montgomery,  is  never  to  be  found  along 

cbaracteristic  appeaiance  marks  the  state  with  that  of  a  more  recent,  when  gesta* 

•f  the  uterine  apparatus  later  than  ten  or  tion  has  arrived  at  its  full  time ;   but  in 

twmlre  dmm  after   delivery;   little,  there-  cases  of  miscarriage,  repeated  at  short  in- 

lbffe,can  he  expected  from  an  inspection,  tervals,  it  may. 

It  is  tme  that  the  parts  probably  do  not  It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  suppose  that  the 

rania  their  primitive  and  normal  state  number  of  children  a  woman  has  borne  is 

CiU  aller  the  lapse  of  about  a  month :  but  indicated  by  the  number  of  corpora  lutea 

tlien  tlie  appearances  observed  in  the  latter  found  in  the  ovaries.    The  mistake  seems 

part  ^  this  period  too  much  resemble  to  have  originated  with  observers  who  wera 
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not  acquainted  with  the  proper  appearances  that  delirery  has  b«en  conoealed;  mentioB 

ofatruccorpiisluteumybutconfouDdedwith  of  it  bas  l»een  sapprened,  becaosfy  per- 

them  whatever  yellow  marks  were  detect-  haps,   the  child  has  been  lost  thnuigk 

ed  in  the  ovary.  accident  or  mismanagement.    The  nnfor- 

That  true  corpora  lutea  are  sometimes  tunate  mother  dreads  the  conseauenoes  of 

formed  in    the  virgin  ovary,  is  another  being    thought    to    have    maraered    ber 

error  founded  in  inaccurate  obsenation.  infant,  or  she  wishes  to  aroid  theexponre 

It  is  supposed  by  those  who  maintain  that  attending  the  fact  of  having  lost  her  child 

they  are  so  formed,  that  they  result  from  by  mischance.    She  therefore  attempts  to 

intense  sexual  desire,  or  a  state  resembling  keep  her  delivery  a  secret ;   but  the  child 

the  "heat**  of  animals.      But  llaller's  most  likely  isfoand,  and  justice  most  W 

proposition,  I  should  say,  has  been  fullv  satisfied.    The  question,  tlieo,  may  ariie, 

proved,  to  be  perfectly   consistent  with  whether  a  woman  in  labour  can  always 

truth  and  fact : — ^*  Corpus  Inteum  in  vir-  save  her  child  if  she  chooses?     In  aMSt 

gineis  animalibus  nullum   est ;  ex  con-  cases  she  can  or  may ;    for  it  seldom  or 

i*eptione    oritur,    neque    prius   paratum  never  happens  that  a  woman  is  ignofaat 

adest."     No  true  corpora  lutea  are  ever  of  the  fact  of  her  pregnancy:    she  ought, 

found  previous  to  puberty ;  nor  ore  they  therefore,  to  have  a  shrewd  suspicion  of 

found  in  married  women   who,  though  the  probable  time  of  her  confioeraeat; 

properly     formed,     arc     ehildless,     and  and  prudence  enjoins  her  to  have  eveiy 

have    never  conceived.     "  If  mere  ima-  thing  prepared  for  the  occasion.    It  telb 

gination,'*    as    Dr.    Montgomery    justly  strongly  against  a  woman  in  these dicaa- 

observes,     "  or    highly    excited    desires  stances  that  she  has  prepared  no  ba^ 

without  intercourse,  are  capable  of  cans-  linen,  nor  told  any  one  of  her  actual  staia 

ing  such  a  change  in   the  condition  of  But  again,  it  mnst  be  recolleclod  thit 

the  ovary,  should  we  not  expect  to  find  accidents  may   occur.      A    woman  M^ 

corpora  lutea  almost  invariably  in  womrn  have  a  wide  pelvis;  and  in  the  venr  ael« 

who  have  been  living  with  their  husbands,  straining  to  evacuate  her  bowels,  tbecfaild 

or  otherwise  enjoyinjBf  constantly  the  na-  may    be    expelled.      labour    sonetiaci 

tural  and  perfect  excitement  of  the  gene-  comes  on  in  the  most  rapid  manner,  and 

rative  system  without  conception  ?  of  the  a  woman  may  be  delivered  suddenly  whUs 

non-occurrence  of  which  consequence  we  engaged  in  her  ordinary  avocations.  Etta 

can  speak  in  very  decided  terms,  from  nu-  when  she  is  v  cU  prepared  and  Biiaated 

mcrous  opportunities  of  making  examina-  as  comfortably  as  could   be  wished,  ft*    | 

tions  under  such  circumstances."  tal  accidents  may  take   place:    the  at. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  in  what  re-  coucheur  or  the  nurse-tender  may  not  bs 

spects  the^c  spurious  corpora  lutea  (called  present ;   the  child  is  expelled ;  thert  isa 

t/rn/'/i)  differ  from  the  true  ones,  or  those  gush  of  waters;  the  infant  lies  on  its  free 

produced  by  impregnation.    Dr.  Montgo-  in  the  discharge,  and  is  snffocated.    Sack 

mery  sums  up  their  characters  concisely  in  things  have  ha])pened.    Dr.  Hunter  net 

the  following  wonls : — **  1 .  There  is  no  pro-  with  a  case  of  the  kind,  and  eveiy  aeooa- 

minence  or  enlargement  of  the  ovary  over  cheur  probably  can  add  some  example  uf 

them.    2.  The  external  cicatrix  is  want-  the  same  nature,  derived  from  his  owa 

ing.    3.  There  arc  often  several  of  them  experience. 

in  both  ovaries,  especially  in  patients  who  M.  Foderc  relates  a  pain  fully  interestiag 

have  died  of  tubercular  diseases.    4.  They  story  of  a  patient  of  his — the  wife  of  a 

are  not  vascular,  and  cannot  be  injected,  goldsmith,  who  was  suddenly   taken  ia 

6   Their  texture  is  sometimes  so  infirm,  labour  as  she    was  walking  actoss  bcr 

that  they  seem  to  consi<«t  merely  of  the  re-  room.    The  child  fell  from  her,  and  broke 

mains  of  a  coagulum,  and  at  others  appear  the  funis.      The  mother,  bathcKl  in  blood, 

fibro-cellular,  and  resembling  that  of  the  caught  up  the  infant  and  called  for  bdp; 

internal  structure  of  the  ovary ;  but  in  no  hut  no  one  heard  her.      She  hasUlj  com- 

instance  did  we  ever  sec  them  presenting  pressed  the  umbilical  cord  with  her  nngcn, 

the  soft,  rich,  and  regularly  glandular  ap-  and  was  found  two  hours  after  in  a  swooa, 

pearance  which  Hunter  meant  to  express  w-ith  the  cord  still  in  her  hand.  Helperca 

when  he  described  them  as  <  tender  and  then  was  luckily  not  too  late:  both  mother 

friable,  like  glandular  flesh.*     6.    They  and  child  were  saved, 

have  neither  Uie  central  cavity,  nor  the  DelUery  tvithout  cotueicnsnm,  —  Another 

radiated  cicatrix  which  results  from  its  inquiry  sometimes  made  is,  whether  a  wo- 

closure.**  roan  may  be  delivered  without  being  ooa- 

Medk(hl^alquittioni,^-hei  us  now  proceed  scious  of  it,— ^r  more  properly,  can  paita- 

to  notice  a  few  medico-legal  Questions  con-  rition  take  place  in  a  state  of  insensibility  ? 

nected  with  delivery,  which   have  been  That  such  an  event  should  occur  doriag 

8f>mctimes  proiioaed.    We  all  know  that  it  natural    sleep    (however    Tiolation,    or 

may,  and  bas  Ui  soom  instances  happened,  impregnation,  may  be  in  that  state  efleet- 
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ed),  is,  at  least  iu  first  cases,  perhaps  little    AH  this  time  there  was  not  the  least  sign 

better  than  a  romantic  fiction.     You  will    of  vitality  about  the  mother  ;  but  since 

see  a  beautiful  passage  in  the  Faery  Queene    the  limbs  did  not  grow  stiif  after  seven 

of  Spenser,  where  such  an  occurrence  is    hours  from  the  moment  of  apparent  dis- 

related  of—  solution,  M.  Rigaudeaux  did  not  altoge- 

Falre  Cryiogone  In  •lombry  traunce  whilere ;         thcr  abandon  hope.     He  would  not  allow 

Who  In  her  tleepe  (a  wondrous  iblng  to  say)         the  body  to  be  removed :  he  continued  his 

Uowarea  bad  borne  two  babes  as  faire  as  springing     cares,  and  in  two  hours  and  ft  half  more, 

***^'  that  is,  nine  after  apparent  death,  the 

And  in  Wieland's  Ohenm^  Amanda  is  not    woman  was  roused  to  animation.     But 

leas  fortunate ;   but  in  point  of  fact,  or    the  fact  of  the  delivery,  which  is  what  we 

real  life,  it  is  only  barely  possible,  and    have  to  notice  particularly,  is  well  authen- 

tbat,  perhaps,  only  where  the  woman  has    ticated. 

boriie  several  children  before.  An  instance  I  find,  in  the  Annual  Register,  a  curious 
of  this  kind  is  related  by  Dr.  Montgomery,  case  recorded,  which  occurred  about  ten 
of  a  ladv  who  was  awakened  one  night  by  years  later  than  the  preceding:— 
her  little  daughter,  who  slept  with  her:  «  On  the  12th  of  August,  1759,  the 
the  child  became  alarmed  on  finding  a  wife  of  Edw.  Knight,  of  Warwick,  was 
third  person  in  the  bed,— a  baby,  bom  taken  in  labour  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
withoat  the  least  consciousness  on  the  part  morning :  the  midwife  who  attended  her, 
of  tiie  mother.  after  giving  her  all  the  assistance  in  her 

There  are  c*ases  on  record,  and  in  suffi-  power,  believed  her  to  be  dead,  and  then 
dent  number,  to  oblige  us  to  admit  that  left  her.  About  five  in  the  afternoon,  the 
delifery  may  take  place  without  the  female  dead  woman  was  put  into  a  coffin,  with  a 
knowjog  it — if,  for  example,  she  be  com-  shroud  over  her.  The  next  morning,  the 
pleteljr  intoxicated,  or  labouring  under  the  nurse,  going  into  the  room  where  the 
influence  of  powerful  narcotics.  Apoplexy,  corpse  lay,  fancied  she  saw  something 
delirinm,  syncope,  or  apparent  death,  are  move  the  shroud  up  and  down  in  tho 
states  which  may  also  prevent  the  mother  coffin,  and  ran  awoy,  much  frightened,  to 
firom  being  conscious  of  her  labour.  Not  acquaint  the  people  of  tlie  house  below. 
to  go  back  to  the  case  mentioned  by  Hippo-  They  immediately  went  up  stairs  to  exa- 
eratea  of  the  woman  who,  in  a  state  of  mine  what  it  could  be,  when,  on  turning 
apparent  death  from  acute  fever,  was  de.  down  the  shroud,  to  their  great  astonish- 
livered  of  a  child  without  betraying  the  ment,  they  saw  a  live  child  grovelling  in 
least  consciousness,  there  was  the  extra-  the  sawdust,  which  had  delivered  itself 
ordinary  event  that  befel  the  Countess  St.  from  the  corpse  as  it  lay  in  the  coffin." 
Oeian,  related  in  the  Cawa  CHibm,  She  it  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  a 
was  stnpified  with  an  Intoxicating  be-  somewhat  similar  circumstance  is  said  to 
Tenge,  and  while  in  a  state  of  profound  liave  happened  in  the  case  of  the  late  Mde. 
trance,  was  delivered  of  a  child.  When  Malibran.  The  attendants  were  laying  out 
she  awoke,  she  found  herself  bathed  in  her  her  bod?  after  death,  when  the  fostus 
own  blood :  her  abdomen  was  deduced  in  which  she  carried  came  away.  Here, 
sise,  and  she  was  in  a  state  of  extreme  however,  there  could  have  been  no  active 
exhaustion.  She  called  (or  her  child  $  force  exerted  by  the  infant,  for  it  was  im- 
bat  the  object  of  the  consnirators  was    mature  and  dead. 

answered — the  child  was  no  longer  forth-  In  conclusion,  T  shall  take  leave  to  call 
eominff.  Sometimes  the  relaxation  of  the  your  attention  to  a  criminal  trial,  re- 
mnscular  fibre  immediately  after  death,  markable  as  having  involved  two  very 
together  with  the  Btmggles  of  the  yet  important  points — one  of  them  closely 
living  infant,  is  capable  of  inducing  de-  connected  with  the  subject  just  now  under 
lively.      One   of  the   most   remarkable    our  consideration. 

examples  of  this  kind  is  given  in  the  Hex  v.  Angw.—ln  this  celebrated  trial, 
Jemnml  de$  Savanu  A  pregnant  woman  which  took  place  at  Lancaster,  in  1808,  Mr. 
dicdy  or  was  dead  to  all  appearance  for  Charles  Angus  was  indicted  for  the  mur- 
two  hons.  M.  Rigaudeaux  examined  the  dcr  of  Miss  Burns,  on  two  special  counts, 
body,  hnt  could  find  no  pulsation  in  either  one  for  poisoning,  the  other  for  procuring 
heart  or  arteries :  there  was  foam  at  the  abortion.  I  shall  here  only  notice  the  ap- 
month  ;  the  belly  was  greatly  swollen ;  pearances  which  were  observed  in  the  in- 
the  orifice  of  the  ntems dusted ;  the  mem-  temal  genital  system,  and  which  were  ad- 
bnoes  were  protruding.  He  determined  duced  in  evidence  against  tlie  prisoner  on 
to  torn  the  child,  and  take  it  away  by  the  the  second  count  Miss  Burns  died  sud- 
feet.  It  seemed  dead  when  brought  into  denly,  after  forty -eight  hours'  illness ;  and 
tho  wmid,  bat  by  careful  management  the  circumstances  were  so  suspicious  that 
and  attention  bestowed  on  it  for  three  the  coroner  ordered  her  body  to  be  exa- 
boon  and  a  half,  animation  was  restored,    mined  without  delay,-   The  MVo^kVu^v^ 
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that  part  of  the  report  which  it  is  con-  proof  of  the  fact  would  hmrdlj  luiTebccD 

sistent  with  our  present  purpose  to  ex-  withheld,  and  the  productioii  of  a  hida- 

tract :  —  "  The  uterus  was  so    enlarged  tid  mass  would  have  gone  fiv  to  nalliiy 

as  to  be  capable  of  containing  nearly  a  the  chaige  of  abortion, 
quart  of  fluid.     The    os  uten  and  the        Nor  does  the  other  objection  teem  Um 

soft    parts    were    also    greatly     dilated,  feeble.    It  was  evidently  founded  in  igno- 

Before  the  uterus  was  removed  from  the  ranee  of  the  true  state  of  the  ntems  after 

body,  Mr.  Hay  placed  his  left  hand  on  the  parturition.     From  the  aeoonnt  already 

fundus,   and  introduced  his  right  hand  giren  of  the  appearances  chancteristic  of  a 

with  the  greatest  care  into  theoigan,  until  recent  delivery,  it  will  be  peroeived  how 

the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  could  be  felt  consistent  with    the    usnai  condition  of 

by  those  of  the  left,  through  the  fundus,  the   parts    were   the  pathological    phe- 

Tbc  uterus  being  taJ^en  out  of  the  bodv,  nomena    noticed   in    Mies    Bams'  casc^ 

an  incision  was  made  along  its  whole  The    sisEC    of  the   ntems     oorretponded 

length,  and  its  cavity   laid  open.     The  with   what  is    nsnally    observed  shortly 

whole  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  was  after  delivery,  and  was  exactly  what  michi 

bloody  i  and  near  the  fundus  there  was  a  be  expected  when  the  birth  was  sonewbat 

well  defined  circular  space  of  a  deeper  co-  premature.    In  corroboration  of  this  asser* 

lour  than  the  rest  of  the  internal  surface,  tion  we  have  the  opinion  of  Mr.  (now  Sir 

and  about  four  inches  and  a  half  in  dia-  Charles)  Clarke,  who  saw  the  ntams  ia 

meter.    This  space  was  rough  and  ragged,  question.    *'  I  have  seen,"  says  he,  "  atari 

and  a  small  fragment  of  what  appeared  to  after  the  death  of  patients  lately  deUveied, 

be  the  placenta  still  adhered  to  it ;  and  in  whom,  however,  there  was  no  hanor- 

the  blond- vessels  openinK  upon  it  were  rhage,  which  have  been  contracted  in  aa 

distinctly  visible,  and  as  Targe  as  a  crow-  greater  degree  than  the  uterus  which  isia 

quill,  whilst  every  other  part  of  the  inter-  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hay." 
nal  surface  was  smooth.    The  walls  of  the        But  these  were  not  the  only  objectisai 

uterus  were  about  half  an  inch  in  thick-  to  which  the  medico-l^;al  examuen  ia 

ness :  there  was  no  coagulum  in  it.    The  this  case  left  themselves  open.    Withoat 

OS  uteri  remained  in  so  dilated  a  state,  adverting  to  the  evidence  respectiag  thi 

that  the  four  fingers  of  a  hand,  drawn  to-  appearances   observed    in    the    stonocb, 

gather  into  the  irorm  of  a  cone,  would  pass  which  will  hereafter  more  properly  be  ai- 

tbrough  it  without  in  the  slightest  degree  verted  to,  it  may  be  observed  that  tbt 

distending  it."    It  is  added,  that  the  va-  proofs  they  gathered   of  the  fact  of  de- 

Sina  had  evidently  suffered  much  recent  livery  fell  far  short  of  what  might  be  ei< 

istension,  and  t^at  the  external  parts  pected    fVom    practitioners    undertakfcug 

were  very  bloody.  a  medicolegal  investigation.      It  does  not 

The   inference  drawn   from  these  ap-  appear  that  they  paid  the    least  atten- 

pearances,    by    the     medical    examiners,  tion  to  the  state  of  the  breasU;  a  capital 

was,    that    the    deceased    had    tery  re-  omission,  as  you  must  be  aware  from  the 

cently   given    birth  to  a  child  nearly  at  remarks  already  made.    And  what  is  still 

the  full  time ;  and  a  positive  opinion  to  more  reprehensible,  althoughthey  all  pnK 

that  effect  was  given  in  evidence  at  the  fesscd  to  attach  great  importance  to  the 

trial  afterwards.     But  there  was  not  much  detection  of  a  corpus  luteum,  as  a  sign  of 

sound  discretion  in  this:  no  such  strong  impregnation,  it  was  not  till  about  sii 

opinion  should  have  been  hazarded  in  the  months  after  they  examined  the  body  that 

absence  of  one  most  material  proof— fA«  they  bethought  them  of  opening  the  ora* 

child  said  to  have  been  born.  rics.    The  trial,  in  fact,  was  over,  and  tlM 

It  was   objected,   on  the  other  hand,  prisoner  acquitted,  when  a  grand  diqday 

that  it  was    very    improbable    a   foetus  was  made  of  a  corpus  luteum  only  thee 

and    placenta    had    been    expelled,    be-  discovered.  The  uterus  and  its  appendaicf 

cause,  from  the  largely  dilated  state   of  were  brought  to  London,  and  exhibited  to 

the  uterus,  a  placenta   could    not    have  the    profession    here;    certificates    were 

been  detached  without  excessive  haemor-  obtained  from  Drs.  Denman  and  HaightoD, 

rhage,  leaving  the  womb  full  of  coagulated  Messrs.   Cline,  Clarke,    Astley    Cooper, 

blood.     It  was  further   suggested,   that  and  Abemethy,  expressive  of  their  opinkm 

what  was  called  the  placenta  mark,  might  that  the  appearances  could  only  oe  ao- 

rather  have  been  the  spot  to  which  a  body  counted  for  on  the  supposition  of  pregnancy 

of  hydatids  had  been  attached  by  a  broad  and  parturition  j  and  that  the  presence  of 

footstalk.  the  corpus  luteum  put  the  fact  of  prif- 

The  latter  objection  was  very  gpratui-  nancy    beyond  a   doubt.      But  all  this 

tons ;   for  besides  that  there  were  no  more  looked  not  well  in  the  eyes  of  an  intelligeiit 

hydatids  forthcoming  in  evidence  than  a  public,  nor  did  it  contribute  much  to  the 

foetus,  it  is  pretty  plain  that  no  such  sub-  reputation  of  Forensic  medicine, 
stance  had  been  expelled;  had  it  been  so,  — • 
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ment  that  be  escaped  witn  bis  liie.    Jtle 

DBLivBEso  AT  THB  had  pericarditls  witn  effnsioD,  and  all  the 

^.-,,-.-,    phvsical  siirns  and  symptoms  of  carditis. 

MBATH  HOSPITAL  AND  COUNTY    ^^^r  the  Scute /symptoms  were  removed, 

OF  DUBLIN.INFIRMART,  the  signs  of  adhesion  of  the  pericardinm, 

hypertrophy,  and  partial  valvular  disease, 
Dwring  the  Sesiim  1836.7.  continued ;  and  for  a  long  time  the  heart's 

n      D    ^....^.   n..«..  action  was  invariably  accompanied  by  a 

Br  PaoFBSSOR  GaAVBt.  j^^j  ^^.^  je  soufflk    TheJe  affecUbns 

were  followed  by  dyspnoea  and  increased 

action  of  the  heart.    But  this  was  not  all. 

Lecture  IL  He  next  rot  inflammation  of  the  testicle, 

_        .     ^           J.         /. ..    r .         J  J-  and  finally  chronic  hepatitis  with  enlarge- 

Camnmi0n1fweeHd*utMofthelMeranddt»^  ^^^^^    The  liver  grew  to  a  very  consider- 

gmmefthe  Heart'-Chnmte  Mepatitu,  Jram  ^j^j^  ^^^    it  continued  to  enlarge  for  about 

tkk  mmne^curabU  m  yauvg  ptrttm^En*  ^^^  months;  and  altogether  he  laboured 

famiiMfie  rf  the  SpUefictmneeted  uUheupei^.  ^^^^,  ^  ^^^j^.  f^^  ^f  hepatitis  for  more 

ficUtl  Uleeratum  rf  the  Legi^Eryapelas  and  tj,^„  ^    ^^    ^t  1^^  ^1,^  jjgease  yielded 

Gangrme,  i(metmet  rf  a  prntdo^wjiamma.  ^^    treatment,   and    he   recovered    com. 

tary  ^Mraeter — Treatment  rf  tku  form  rf  pietgW 

**■•••  This,  you  will  say,  was  a  fortunate  ter- 

At  my  last  lecture  I  endeavoured  to  point  mindHon  ;    but   in   young    persons   the 

out  some  remarkable  connexions  of  dis-  powers  of  nature  often  act  in  a  very  re< 

eased  action  observed  in  certain  morbid  markable  manner  in  remedying  or  remov- 

states  of  the  economy.    I  shall  pursue  the  ing  disease,  and  cures  are  sometimes  ef- 

•iibject  a  little  further  to-day,  as  I  look  fected  in  such  patients  which  it  would  be 

opon  it  as  extremely  important  in  a  prac-  quite  absurd  to  expect  in  persons   ad- 

tical  point  of  view.    There  is  another  or-  vanced  in  life.     After  having  laboured 

gmn  whose  morbid  affections  frequently  im-  under  a  long  train  of  diseases,  and  having 

fUcate  the  liver ;  I  allude  here  to  the  heart,  continued  an  invalid  for  nearly  five  years, 

have  already  spoken  of  certain  cachectic  this  young  gentleman  at  last,  owing  to  his 

■tates,  in  which  the  liver  becomes  enlarged  youth   and  favourable  constitution,  sur- 

and  hypertmphied  as  the  result  of  the  ge-  mounted  all  his  maladies,  and  is  at  present 

neral  derangement  of  the  system.    In  the  as  strong  and  healthy  as  any  person  I  am 

present  case  the  hypertrophy  and  disease  acquainted  with.     In  this  instance  the 

of  the  liver  originates  in  a  morbid  condi*  chronic  hepatitis  was  the  result  of  the  pe- 

tion  of  the  heart ;  this  is  a  very  frequent  ricarditis,  which  formed  the  first  link  in 

cause  of  hepatic  derangement.    You  have  the  chain ;  and  for  the  space  of  a  year  this 

an  example  of  it  at  present  in  the  chronic  young  gentleman  continued  to  labour  un- 

ward,  in  the  case  of  a  poor  man  labouring  der  an  affection  of  the  liver,  the  result  of 

under  bronchitis  of  long  standing,  with  disease  commencing  in  the  heart.    This  is 

disease  of  the  heart,  dropsy,  and  enlar^^e-  a  morbid  sequence    very  frequently  ob- 

ment  of  the  liver.    Incases  of  this  descnp-  served.    You  nave  pericarditis,  accompa- 

tion  it  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  nied   with    inflammation    of  the  lining 

determine  in  what  organ  the  morbid  se-  membrane  of  the  heart,  partial  disease  of 

quence  commences ;  for  where  many  dis-  the  valves,  hypertrophy  of  the  muscular 

eases  coexist,  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  substance,  and  then  enlargement  and  in- 

how  they  are  related  to  each  other  as  cause  duration  of  the  liver.    This  is  a  very  com- 

and  effect.    I  have,  however,  had  several  mon  complication,  and  deserves  your  most 

opportunities  of  observing  the  progress  of  particular    attention.     When  you  see  a 

the  disease  from  the  commencement,  and  patient  whose  appearance  indicates  dis- 

the  manner  in  which  the  different  organs  ease  of  the  heart— who  has  swelling  of  the 

become  successively  implicated.  face,  dyspnoea,  lividity  of  the  lips,  and  tur* 

Some  time  ago  there  occurred  a  remark-  gescence  of  the  cutaneous  vessels-— in  fact, 

able  example  of  this  form  of  hepatic  affec*  that  peculiar  expression  of  countenance 

tion  in  a  relative  of  mine,  aged  14,  who,  which  at  once  informs  the  practised  ob- 

in  consequence  of  exposure  to  cold,  was  server  that  the  patient  is  labouring  under 

attacked  with  rheumatic  inflammation  of  disease  of  the  heart,  yon  should  not  neglect 

the  joints,  of  a  very  intense  character,  to  inquire  after  the  condition  of  the  liver. 

Owing  to  a  want  of  proper  care,  the  dis-  for  in  such  cases  it  is  very  frequently  in  a 

ease  was  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked,  and  state  of  chronic  disease.     I  pointed  out 

metastasis  to  the  pericardium  took  place,  this  circumstance  some  time  since,  in  the 

I  happened  to  be  out  of  town  at  the  time,  case  of  a  late  surgeon,  Mr.  M.,  and  direct- 

and  be  had  no  advice  or  assistance  for  ed  the  attention  of  the  medical  gentlemen 

nearlr  twenty- four  hours.    Pericarditis  of  engaged  in  the  treatment  of  the  case  to  the 

a  Tiomi  character  became  developed,  and  liver,  in  which  no  one  had  sus^icAtfi^  >3ckA 
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existence  of  disease.    Recollect,  therefore,  of  the  heart,  or  results  from  Che  cflcbedie 

that  in  many  cases  of  disease  of  the  heart  state  of  constitution  prodaoed  bj  merenj 

you  will  also,  on  examination,  find  disease  or  scrofula. 

of  the  lirer,  produced,  as  far  as  I  can  The  next  form  of  organic  deruigmai 

judge,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  by  dis.  which  I  shall  briefly  touch  on,  is  that  d 

case  of  the  heart ;  at  least,  I  think  1  have  the  spleen.    It  is  *of  advantage  to  place 

never  seen  any  case  in  which  the  hepatic  cognate  affections  beside  each  other,  ftr 

affection  had  the  initiative,  and  seemed  to  the  purpose  of  comparison  ;  by  doing  h, 

have  brought  on  the  organic  affection  of  we  frequently  derive  manj  instmetive  sii 

tlie  heart    In  Mr.  M.'s  case,  ond  several  useful  analogies.     Besides,  wehaveliadi 

others  which  I    had  an  opportunity  of  remarkable  case  of   enlai^ment  of  the 

watching    from    the    commencement,    I  spleen  in  our  wards  at  the  same  time  w 

have  no  doubt  that  the  disease  of  the  liver  had  the  cases  of  hepatic  disease  to  whkk 

was  secondary,  and  that  the  morbid  se-  I  have  alluded.     I  may  observe,  tfatt  Aft 

quence  commenced  with  the  heart.    I  am  circumstances  under  which   eolaigCBCst 

quite  convinced  that  disease  of  the  liver  of  the  spleen  takes  place,  differ  ia  muj 

may  give  rise  to  functional  derangement  points  from  those  which  determine  hypcr- 

of  the  heart;  for  whatever  impairs  secre-  trophy  of  the  liter.     We  have  bntfevn- 

tion  and  deranges  digestion,  will  give  rise  amples  of  inflammation   of    the  qilcM, 

to  palpitations,  tendency  to  syncope,  and  while  the  cases  in  which  enlargement  ad 

other  phenomena  of  functional  disease  of  congestion  of  that  organ  take  phMS  ut 

the  heart ;  but  I  have  never  seen  ai^  ex-  numerous.    From  the  pccoliarities  of  iH 

ample  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart  as  anatomical  structure,  the  spleen  is  veij 

the  result  of  disease  of  the  liver.  apt  to  become  suddenly  enlaiged.    Ub 

It  is  of  some  importance  to  be  aware  of  the  liver,  it  may  become  indurated  aad 
this  complication ;  fbr  in  treating  the  dis-  hypertrophied  from  intermittent,  or  (nm 
ease  of  the  heart  you  must  also  attend  to  some  general  disease  affecting  the  systcBi 
the  hepatic  affection,  because  it  has  a  ten-  and  thus  lead  to  a  tmin  of  secondair  pb^ 
dency  to  aggravate  and  confirm  the  car-  nomena;  the  most  remarkable  of  which  ii 
diac  symptoms.  This  affection,  however,  dropsy.  But  there  is  one  peculiar  iif 
is  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  acute,  or  even  torn  attending  enlargement  of  the  tflUm, 
subacute  hepatitis.  There  is  scarcely  any  which  I  have  fnquently  pointed  aat  Istti 
pain  of  the  side  or  tenderness  present,  and  attention  of  the  class,  as  obeerred  at  kvt 
the  patient  is  not  always  jaundiced;  it  in  two-thirds  of  the  oases*  and  of  wUck 
appears  to  be  scarcely  any  thing  more  than  we  had  an  excelleot  specimen  in  the  pa- 
congestion,  causing  hypertrophy  and  chro-  tient  under  treatment  in  the  chronic  win. 
nic  morbid  growth.  1  shall  not,  however.  The  history  of  this  symptom  is  the  DOie 
speak  too  positively  on  the  subject,  as  the  curious  as  showing  a  remarkable  uDiAl^ 
difference  between  hypertrophy  and  in-  mity  in  the  phenomena  of  a  particalsr 
flammation  of  a  low  and  obs«are  character  disease  at  very  distant  periods  of  time, 
cannot  be  easily  determined*.  This  is  seen  by  comparing  the  most  recent 

There  is  another  disease  in  which  de*  descriptions  of  Indian  splenitis,  as  givca 
rangement  of  the  liver  is  a  comm<m  symp-  in  an  able  analysis  of  Voigfat's  wofk  os 
tom,  and  I  bring  it  forward  chiefly  foV  the  the  Spleen,  published  in  a  late  number  of 
purpose  of  rendering  the  subject  under  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
discussion  more  complete,  as  it  is  an  oc-  and  the  description  of  enlaivement  and 
currence  well  known  to  practitioners,  and  disease  of  the  spleen  given  by  AretSBOi. 
sufficiently  dwelt  on  in  medical  books.  I  The  ancients,  it  is  true,  cannot  be  now  oon- 
allude  to  that  affection  of  the  liver  which  sidered  as  authorities  to  be  followed  either 
is  observed  in  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  in  pathology  or  practice ;  for  they  were 
Ague  frequently  produces  a  powerful  de-  ignorant  of  many  of  the  most  important 
termination  to  the  internal  oigans,  parti-  facts  connected  with  the  healthy  and  dis- 
cularly  the  liver  and  spleen,  and  if  treated  eased  states  of  the  human  body.  In  eon- 
badly,  or  unsuccessfully,  is  apt  to  bring  on  sequence  of  their  inaccurate  anatons^ 
disease  of  the  liver.  The  organ  becomes  notions,  they  were  unable  to  appreciate  or 
congested,  hypertrophied,  and  indurated,  describe  many  of  those  details  whidi  now 
and  presents  a  condition  somewhat  analo*  enrich  the  domain  of  patliological  ana- 
gous  to  that  which  supervenes  on  disease  tomy :  their  writings,  however,  are  in- 
valuable  in  many  respects,  as  containing 

*  I  am  glad  to  flud  that  thla  aubject  hai  been  admirable  descriptions  of  diseases  wbia 

poru,  p.  605,  haa  made  some  excellent  remarka  ^nd  as  recording  certain  group*  of  symp- 

nn  the  influence  of  heart  dlteane  In  producing  toms  which  are  still  associated.     A  com- 

Ph"if*i"°°  **n^^*  ."""^^wi"  'i*^*  K"'»^n*»  «""*»  parison  of  their  descriptions  with  those  of 

FhyaioloKjr,  Parti,  p.  103,  there  are  Home  ubser-      „.«j^-„  *:»,«.  .»...^^«.  >-:!  *^  u^  —♦ i. 

vationa  ibich  throw  mnch  light  on  the  Intimate  ™o?ern  timcs,  cannot  fail  to  be  cxtremdy 

relation  existing  between  the  circulation  within  cunoux,  and  may  even  prove  highly  in- 

the  cheat  and  the  Urer.  structivc ;  for  if  we  find  that  certain  inter- 
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nal  affections  have,  from  the  most  remote  of  diseased  action.      You  will  perceive 

antiquity  vp  the  present  period,  been  ge-  that  ray  observations  are  chiefly  limited  to 

nerally  accompanied  by  peculiar  derange-  a  detail  of  the  most  important  pathological 

ments  of  distant  partji,  we  are  authorized  obsen'ations  made  in  our  wards  during 

Jd  considering  this  connexion  to  be  some-  the  preceding  three  months.      After  we 

thing  more  than  accidental,  and  conse-  have  made  a  brief  review  of  what  has  oc- 

■4|iiently  we  eu^  be  led  to  discover  relations  curred  during  this  period,  we  shall  take  up 

•between  organs  generally  believed  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  cases  at  present 

qoite  unconnected  with  each  other.  Thus,  under  treatment. 

•ome  years,  I  had  three  patients  in  succes-  The  next  disease  which  came  under  our 
•ion  under  my  care,  who  laboured  under  notice  so  often  as  to  deserve  a  separate 
chronic  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  who  notice,  was  erj'sipelas.    There  were  some 
were  all  affected  with  a  similar  sort  of  points  of  interest  connected  with  the  his* 
cachexy,  and  had  all  the  same  affection  of  tory  of  the  erysipelas  which  prevailed  in 
the  skin — namely,  superflcial  ulceration  of  this  hospital  during  the  months  of  August, 
tbclegs.    This  coincidence  forcibly  arrest-  September,  and  October.     In  the  space  of 
ed   my  attention,  and  I  was  still  more  somewhat  more  than  two  months,  we  had 
struck  with  the  observation,  on  finding  about  twenty  cases  of  this  disease;  and, 
that  Aretseus  had  noticed  this  very  circum-  indeed,  the  morbific  cause  appears  to  be 
stance    in    his  admirable  description  of  still  lingering  in  our  wards,  though  less 
splenitis.     "  If  (says  he)  the  spleen  does  frequently  manifesting  itself,  for  we  have 
not  suppurate,  but  becomes  chronically  had  only  one  case  within  the  last  ten  days, 
cnlargeid,  then  tlie  patients  lose  their  ap-  Before,  however,  I  proceed  to  notice  the 
petite,  and  become  cachectic,  swollen,  and  phenomena  of  the  disease,  as  observed  here, 
of  an  unnatural  colour,  while  the  surface  I  shall   make  a    few   observations    con- 
of  the  body  manifests  a  disposition  to  ul-  nected  with  the  treatment  of  this  affection 
cerate,  particularly  on  the  legs :  the  ulcers  in  genera).    I  am  anxious  to  direct  your 
are  hollow,  round,  livid,  sanious,  and  difli-  attention  to  this  point,  because  the  bis- 
cuit  to  heal."     This  description  agrees  tory  of  this  epidemic  has  furnished  some 
precisely  with  the  cases  to  which  I  have  useful  lessons,  and  has  shown  how  much 
already  referred,  and  it  coincides,  in  a  very  the  treatment  of  any  disease  will  depend 
remarkable    manner,    with    the    account  on  its  epidemic  character  and  existing 
lately  given  by  Dr.  Voight,  of  chronic  dis-  peculiarities.      The  disease  was  treated 
ease  of  the  spleen,  as  it  occurs  in  India,  nere  in  every  instance,  and  through  all  its 
He  observes,  that  the  cachexy  connected  stares,  with  wine,  quinine,  and  opium; 
with  the  splenalgia  Bengalensis  frequently  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  case, 
manifests  itself  by  a  tendency  to  ulcera-  this  treatment  has  proved  uniformly  suc- 
tion ;  the  disposition  to  which  is  so  great,  cessful.      Erysipelas,  you  are  aware,  is 
that  leech-bites  and  blisters  occasionally  generally  looked  upon  as  an  inflammatory 
give  rise   to   foul  or  phagedenic  ulcers,  disease,  and  its  treatment  is  always  more 
which,    under  certain  circumstances,  as  or  less  antiphlogistic,  particularly  during 
where  the  patient  has  used  mercury  and  is  the  early  stage.    At  this  period,  it  is  cus- 
residihg  in  a  swampy  district,  will  some-  tomary  to  treat  it  with  general  bleeding, 
times  run  on  to  a  fatal  termination.    It  is  leeching,  scarifications,  purgatives,  mer- 
also  curionii,  that  the  predisposing  causes  cnry,  and  tartar  emetic ;   and  I  will  allow 
of  the  different   varieties  of  chronic  en-  that  many  cases  should  be  treated  in  this 
largement    of  the  spleen,   as   given  by  manner.    But  the  gentlemen  who  have 
Yoight,  are  exactly  the  same    as   those  attended  this  hospital  within  the  last  three 
detailed  by  Aretaeus;  and  both  writers  months,  have  witnessed  a  form  of  erysipe- 
correspond  in  their  statements  as  to  the  las  which  required  from  the  beginning  an 
age  and  habits  of  life  of  persons  most  exactly  opposite  line  of  treatment.    In  the 
liable  to  this  disease,  as  well  as  the  nature  management  of  the  cases  which  fell  under 
of  the  locality  and  the  season  of  the  year  our  observation,  no  one   in   his   senses 
most  favourable  to  its  production.    This  would  think  of  using  general  or  local  de- 
agreement  between  authors  separated  from  pletion,  pui^ti  ves,  or  tartar  emetic    The 
each  other  by  so  many  centuries,  and  who  moment  the  disease  appeared,  we  were 
describe  the  disease  as  it  occurred  in  die-  obliged  to  attack  it  with  tonics,  narcotics, 
tinct  regions,  and  among  different  races  of  and  stimulants.    Yon  perceive,  then,  that 
mankind,  is  extremely  curious,  and  exhibits  in  erysipelas  there  are  two  very  distinct 
a  very  remarkable  example  of  the  identity  extremes,  between  which  there  are  many 
of  the  morbid  phenomena  produced  by  the  intermediate  shades  and  varieties.    It  is 
same  causes.  well  to  bear  this  in  mind.    When  you  are 
So   far  of   the  pathological  states  of  called  to  treat  a  case  of  erysipelas,  you 
particular  organs  which  arise  in  certain  should  recollect  that  it  is  a  disease  capable 
conditions  of  the  system,  and  most  gene-  of  exhibiting  a  gp^eat  variety  of  forms, 
xally  form  a  terminating  link  in  the  duUn^  amenable  to  no  nzed  line  of  treatment^ 
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and  requiring  for  its  management  all  the  and  her  son,  a  yoang  man  of  ttigfatoc%  rf 
sagacit^  and  skill  of  an  accomplished  temperate  habits,  florid  complcuoay  ■» 
practitioner.  I  have  seen  many  instances  culiur  frame,  and  who  bad  alwmjs  tmtjd 
in  which  this  affection  appeared  in  a  dis-  a  figorous  state  of  health,  undertook  Iht 
tinct  and  well-marked  inflammatory  form ;    duty  of  applying  the  fomentatioos  wtt 

■        "  ana 


and  I  have  treated  cases  with  venesection,  much  zeal  and  assiduity.    Towards  i 

leeching,  purgatives,  and  tartar  emetic.  Ing,  he  thought,  but  without  reason,  llil 

and  found  these  means  admirably  well  her  case  was  hopeless,  and  fell  into  a  fi^ 

fltted  to  remove  the  disease.    Here,  on  the  lent  paroxysm  of  grief,  from  whicb  bem 

contrary,  wine,  opium,  and  sulphate  of  induced  to  rouse  bimself  for  the  paxptm 

quinine,  were  the  only  remedies  on  which  of  resuming  his  oocopation  of  applyiM 

we  could  rely  with  any  degree  of  con-  the  fomentations.     While  thns  engsfsl 

fidence.   On  the  other  hand,  you  will  meet  he  got,  to  use  his  own  exprenioo,  *  a  wm 

with   intermediate  cases  in  which  these  of  sickening  air  ftom  the  bed  clothes," aii 

different  modes  of  practice  should  be  em-  immediately  felt  unwell.     Tbis  was  m 

ployed,  either  at  distinct  staaes  of  the  the   1st  of  ApriL     On   tbe  9d  be  wm 

complaint  and  at  a  considerable  interval,  feverish,  and  complained  of  headacbc^  Ar 

or  snould  succeed  each  other  by  a  rapid  which  he  got  aperient  medicine,  and  wm 

transition.    Erysipelas,  I  must  again  re-  leeched.    On  tne  3d  there  was  no  la- 

neat,  should  not  be  treated  from  its  name,  provement,  and  he  had  passed  tbe  ^ghl 

Many  persons  have  maintained,  that  when  without  any  sleep.    On  Uie  4th,  Mr.  CI^ 

? gangrene  supervenes  on  inflammatory  af-  michael  considered  it  necessary  to  leech 

cctions,  and  among  the  rest, on  erysipelas,  the  temples  again,  and  to  oontlnoe  tk 

that  it  is  the  result  of  an  excessive  degree  exhibition  of  antiphlogistic  and  apericiC 

of  inflammation,  and  that  it  might  be  sue-  medicines.    He  now  began  to  complain  tt 

cessfully  combated  by  judicious  depletion,  severe  pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  whichat 

This,  however,  is  by  no  means  generally  first  appeared  to  be  of  a  rheumatic  nataia 

true;   and  it  is  ou  importance  that,  in  He  became  more  and  more  restless, and oa 

forming  proper  notions  of  the  pathology  the  7th  of  April  was  reported  to  havt 

and  treatment  of  erysipelas,  you  should  slept  none  for  the  three  preceding  nighia 

dismiss  from  vour  minds  all  preconceived  A  very  perceptible  fulness  was  now  sb- 

opinions,  ana  be  regulated  solely  by  the  served  under  the  right  clavicle,  extaidii| 

impressions  derived  from  correct  observa-  down  over  the  pectoral  muscle;  tbepsiti 

tion  and  facts.    What  I  wish  to  impress  were  tender  to  the  touch,  but  not  lei. 

upon  your  minds  is,  that  gangrene  may  and  Mr.  Carmichael  now  examined  tbe  band 

does  occur  in  cases  of  erysipelas  quite  in-  and  arm  of  the  same  side  with  moeh  at- 

dependentlv    of  excessive    inflammatory  ten  tion,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertainisff 

action,  and  requiring  a  plan  of  practice  whether  any  wound  or  injury  bad  existed 

auite  different  from  tne  antiphlogistic.    I  for   the    symptoms  seemed  to    resemble 

o  not  assert  that  gangrene  aocs  not  arise  closely     those     produced     bv     poisoned 

in  many  instances  from   the  violence  of  wounds.    None,  however,  could  be  detect- 

erysipelatous  inflammation,  and  that  in  cd.    The  restlessness  now  increased  to  la 

such  cases  it  is  to  be  met  by  prompt  and  extraordinary  height;  during  tbe  follow. 

decided   antiphlogistic  treatment,  but  I  ing  night  the  patient  changed  from  one 

think  your  views  of  the  pathologv  of  Uiis  bed  to  another  at  least  one  hundred  tines, 

disease  will  be  both  imperfect  and  false,  if  and  the    servants   were  incessantly  en- 

you   look  upon  the  gangrene  which  fre-  ployed    in    making  and  adjusting  three 

quently  supervenes   in  erysipelas  as  the  beds,  from  one  of  which  he  wandered  ta 

result  of  immoderate  inflammatory  action,  another,  impelled  by  an  intolerable  fMlinf 

The    following    case,    which    is   one   of  of  anxiety  and  uneasiness.    During  this 

extreme  interest,  will,  I  think,  bear  me  period  his  bowels    were  free,  his  nriae 

out  in  mv  assertion.  copious  ;    and    though    his     fever    was 

3frs.  B.,   a  lady  of  middle  age,  was  considerable,    it  was  by  no  means  pro* 

attacked  with  feverish  symptoms  on  the  portioned    to    the    nervous    excitement; 

24th  of  last  March.    Notwitnstanding  the  nor  was  it  accompanied  by  delirium  or 

diligent    emplovment    of    antiphlogistic  pain  in  the  head.    The  swollen  parts  of 

treatment  by  Mr.  Barker,  the  pyrexia  in-  the  trunk  were  leeched  freely  twice,  and 

creased ;  !n  the  course  of  a  few  days  her  diligently   fomented,   and    continued  to 

throat    became  sore,  and  shortly    after-  present  the  same  appearance  until   the 

wards   erysipelas  appeared  on  the  face.  10th,  when  a  red  patch  appeared  near  tbs 

Her  case  assumed  a  very  dangerous  aspect :  shoulder,  subsequently  spreading  into  a 

she  c(mtinued  seriously  ill  for  some  days,  vividly  red  erysipelatous  blush,  which  oc- 

and  was  saved  with  difficulty.     On  the  cupiea  the  skin  covering  the  pectoral  mas- 
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strength ;  skin  hot,  but  covered  with  per-  the  latter  days  of  his  illness  he  had  sweated 

spiration ;  he  did  not  complain  of  head*  copioasly,  and  there  was  nothing  remarka- 

ache,  but  was  quite  sleepless,  and  exces-  ble  in  the  odour  of  the  perspiration.     I 

•ifelj  nneasy.    His  muscular  strength  was  may  also  observe,  that  the  pulse  likewise 

app|«rently  not  much  reduced,  and,  indeed,  furnished  but  very  fallacious  indications ; 

until  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  he  was  for  I  can  assert  with  truth,  that  six  hours 

able  to  turn  in  bed  with  ease.  His  tongue  before  his  death,  though  soft  and  compres. 

was  dry  in  the  centre,  and  ftirred,  but  sible,  it  still  possessed  a  steadiness  and  a 

moist  at  the  edges.    The  erysipelas  was  volume  by  no  means  calculated  to  impart 

now  spreading  rapidly  towards  the  left  a  suspicion  of  his  approaching  dissolution. 

side,  and  down  the  front  of  the  abdomen.  His  strength  was  also  such  as  would  lead 

An  attempt  was  made,  but  in  vain,  to  to  an  erroneous  conce]>tion  of  his  real 

■mtt  its  progress  by  the  application  of  danger ;  for,  as  I  have  before  observed,  he 

nitrate  of  silver  to  the  skin  around  its  was  able  to  turn  in  bed  shortly  before 

margin,  an  operation  which  was  performed  death.    This  observation  is  borne  out  by 

with  gnmt  care  by  Mr.  Carmichael.    Mer<  other  cases,  in  which  persons  with  exten- 

cariai  ointment  was  next  applied  to  the  sive  gangprenous  erysipelas,  and  in  immi- 

inflamed  surface,  and  although  the  erysi-  nent  danger,  have  been  known  to  be  capa- 

pelas  continued  to  spread,  we  were  led  to  ble  of  walking  about 

entertain  some  hopes  of  our  patient,  hav-  The  evidently  contagious  nature  of  the 

injr  succeeded,  by  means  of  tartar  emetic,  erysipelas  in  this  instance,  and  the  youth 

fofiowed  by  opium,  in  i>rocurinff  for  him  and  previous  good  health  of  the  patient, 

much,  and  as  he  said,  refreshing  sleep.  On  render  this  case  sufficiently  remarkable. 

Ifae  morning  of  the  13th,  however,  a  black  It  is  likewise  worthy  of  notice,  as  proved 

eoloar  of  the  corium  was  observed  in  the  by  the  circumstances,  that  the  gangrene 

sitoation  of  one  of  the  bullsB  on  his  left  did  not  originate  in  the  excessive  violence 

ride.    This  alarmed  us;   and  in  a  few  of  the  cutaneous  inflammation,  for  it  did 

bonrs  afterwards  our  suspicions  were  con-  not  appear  in  those  portions  of  the  skin 

firmed  by  the  appearances  of  dark  macnlsB  which  were  primarily  and  most  violently 

in  many  parts  of  the  erysipelatous  surface,  affected.    On  the  contrary,  we  observed 

These  lirid  patches  spread  very  rapidly,  that  the  parts  which  became  gangrenous 

and  were  in  some  places  accompanied  iy  had  been  paler  and  less  tense  than  those 

effusion  beneath  the  cuticle,  but  in  others  which  did  not  assume  that  condition,  and 

thej  appeared  to  consist  in  a  mere  change  that  the  portions  of  the  skin  which  died, 

of  colour  in  the  external  surface  of  the  were  those  which  had  become  engaged  at 

eiysipelatous  corium,  without  any  detach-  the  latter  stage  of  the  disease.     This  is  of 

ment  of  the  epidermis.    The  patient  took  importance ;    for,    combined    with  other 

abundant  nourishment,  and  got  wine  and  facts,  it  forms  an  obvious  refutation  of  the 

cordials,  but  without  any  favourable  efiecL  opinion  not  long  since  maintained,  that 

The  scrotum  now  became  engaged,  and  gangrene  and  sphacelus  are  in  all  inflam- 

speedily  assumed  a  gangn^enous  appear-  mations  the  result  of  immoderate  inflam- 

ance.     In  some  places  the  epidermis  sepa-  matory  action,  and  consequently  to   be 

rated,  and  the  gangrenous  surface  of  the  averted  by  antiphlogistic  treatment  only. 

corium  secreted  sanies  in  large  quantity,  In  many  instances  this  opinion,  and  the 

Imt  in  many  parts  no  detachment  of  the  treatment  founded  on  it,  are,  no  doubt, 

cnUcle  took  place.    On  the  14th,  nearly  judidons ;    but  that  there  are  cases  in 

the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen  which  the  gangrenous  tendency  supervenes 

and  the  scrotum  were  superficially  gangre-  on  inflammation,  or  in  other  words,  is 

nons,  and  Uie  belly  became  tympanitic,  superadded  to  the  inflammatory  process, 

Dnriiw  this  time  apparently  healthy  faeces  but  independent  of  its  intensity,  no  one 

wen  discharged  in  considerable  quantity ;  will  deny  who  candidly  weighs  the  details 

the  skin  was  covered  with  perspiration;  of  the  case  which  1  have  just  related,  and 

the  nrine  was  copious  and  natural ;  and  recollects  that  the  conclusions  dcducible 

we  had  here,  what  is  worthy  of  notice,  an-  from  them  have  of  late  received  too  frequent 

parently    healthy    secretions    from    the  a   confirmation,  from   the  rapidly   fatal 

nowels,  liver,  skin,  and  kidnevsy  co-existing  progress  of  putrid  sore  throat— a  form  of 

with  extensive  gangrene  of  the  surface,  cynanche  which  has  reappeared  in  Ireland, 

His  tongue,  however,  continued  dry  and  alter  having  almost  disappeared  for  up- 

fhmd }  his  restlessness  unabated ;  and  the  wards  of  twenty  years.     In  both  cases  the 

sleep    previously  procured  Inr  means   of  disease  appears  to  be  infections,  and  in 

opium  now  ceased,  although  that  medicine  both  the  gangrene  seems  to  6e  (|uite  inde- 

was  repeated  in   the  same  doses.     His  pendent  of  the  intensity  of  the  inflamma- 

pnlse  auo  b^gan  to  sink,  but  he  remained  tion. 

quite  sensible  and  free  tnm  delirium  until  This  is  a  question  so  important  in  a 

immedialely  before  his  death,  whidi  took  practical  point  of  view,  that  I  shall  make 

place  on  the  efenhig  of  the  Iflcb.    During  no  apology  for  detaining  you,  as  I  a,m 
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anzioos  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  my  in  the  year  1830.  I  transcribe  the  fbl« 
younger  auditors,  that  there  are  certain  lowing  account  of  bis  symptoms  ham 
forms  of  disease  termed  inflammatory,  in  notes  which  I  took  at  the  time. 
which  the  ordinary  treatment  by  depletion  «<  Occasional  aching  pain  in  the 
is  quite  inadmissible.  I  shall  at  my  next  cardiac  rerion ;  constant  palpiution; 
lecture  enter  upon  the  treatment  of  ftjfw,  shortness  of  breath,  especiaiW  upon  t^ 
and  ondeafour  to  communicate  sndiobser.  ^^»  „.  .i;„k»  ^^,^Ju^L:»u^.i  J— — ^- 
Tations  as  a  rer iew  of  our  eases  for  the  last  ^^!^"  5  •^'«»^.Vf*'"A'.  ^«"»«"^  «3«2^ 
three  months  has  aflTorded.  And  here  I  J*Uon ;  mabihty  to  he  on  the  lefC  side, 
heff  leare  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  gen-  because  that  position  bnngs  on,  «r 
tlemen  who  have  furnished  the  cases,  and  increases  the  jpam,  and  produces  a  sensi. 
to  express  the  gratification  i  ba?e  felt  in  tion  of  weight  lu  the  situation  of  tk 
finding  that  so  many  of  the  pupils  hare  heart ;  stooping  occasions  a  feeling  sf 
recor£d  their  facts  in  sueh  a  clear  and  tightness,  and  as  if  something  b  sSoit 
satisfactory  manner.  to  give  way  at  the  lower  part  of  tk 
sternum;    a    sadden     pain    sometiBei 

affects  his  left  arm,  beginning  at  the 

THE    SECOND    SOUND    OF   THE  insertion  of   the  deltoid   muscle,  sad 

HEART.  running  doWn  to  the  hand,  the  little 

finger    tingling  meanwhile   with   tkit 

CONTRIBUTION  TOWIBBS  ITS  PATHOtOOY.  ^,*,ti„„   ^^A  pint  »Md  netdU$.     No 

— ^  dropsical  effusion. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.        "  ^  very  remarkable  sound  ia  andiU^ 

^  accompany  uigUiecnastonemofaHiM 

S»,  the  be<rt,andalteniatHi|r  with  tkapl» 

In  theclosingsenfenee  of  the  intereitiiir  ?  »  « lood  "«» imilonwd  noiae :  ja^. 

JUpart  of  tb  London  C  w  mure  o/.ke  ^ST  by  ite  dorauon,  the  diastofo  mm 

British  Association  on  the  Motions  and  ?^'^^VJ  J^?^  V,"®  ^*"  the  systole.     It 

Sounds  of  the  Heart*,  it  is  observed  "  »'^*"*  V}  *"  V^  ®'  ™«  cbest,b^ 

that  the  subject  ••  requires  furUier  in-  ""«*  '?M»^'/  "^^  *»«  "PP«^  !»rt  of  tk 

vestigation,  especially  in  its  relations  to  ^^ZZ  '*"'"*  ^'  the  sternum, 
pathology  "  To  my  ear  the  sound  Tery  closdjf 

The  second   sound    of  the   heart  is  Tcsenibles  the  smart  hum  that  marks  the 

ascribed  in  the  Report  to  "  the  sudden  c«»"niencement  of  the  spinning  of  a 

closure  of  the   sigmoid   valves   by  the  ^^^^  humming  top :  others  compare  H 

columns  of  blood  that  recoil  back  on  t»)  the  sound  ofa  wbizgig--of  the  fligit 

them  during  the  diastole,   impelled  by  of  a  beetle  or  hornet--of  the  cooing  of  a 


Rouanet,  to  whom  it  appears  to  ^  have  ^}^  unassisted  ear  was  at  least  a  foot 

been  suggested  by  Dr.  darswell.      It  is  '*'°™  **?^  patient  s  chest,  in  a  room  where 

much  insisted  upon   by  M.   Bouillaud  f^**^'''*^  persons  were  Ulking.   His  voice 

also,  in  his  Treatise  oh  the  Diseases  of  "  '''^^y  »-?so»ant  through    the   stethoi- 

the  Heart  ^"V^»  3^^  *^  "  "^^  louder  than  the  nmr- 

The  well-devised  experiments  of  the  bid  sound,  so  heard,  of  the  heart.    The 

Committee  supply  strong  confirmation  P."^»"*^  himself  hears  the  sound   at  all 

of  iU  truth.     In  the  second  of  the  sub-  {""^5  a»d  be  states  that  it  has  ben 

joined  cases,   I  offer  one  out  of  many  l»udcr  even  than  it  is  now  and  that  bif 

pathological  facU  that  might  be  brought  '^""^  labourers  had  often  heard  it  in  an 

forward  in  support  of  the  same  theory.  JP®"  'P®^'  **  ^^"^  distance  of  several 

The  first  case  was  probably  of  a  like  ^'^^-     f'^'^lT  "^'^  5"?  then  at  irregular 

nature ;  and  it  was  sufficiently  remarka-  ""tenals,  the  sound  is  cut  short,  or  Mr 

ble  to  be  worth  recording.  P*^"?^^  ^«'*  *  moment,  and  then  procecMh 

^  again — that  is,  it  is  double,  like  a  hic- 

Case  L- James  Parker,  aged  45,  J"P,  interrupting  a  groan,  or  like  the 
a  farm.servant,  and  formerly  a  sailor,  broken  coo  of  a  dove.  He  is  quite  aware 
was  admitted  into  the  Middl^x  Hospi.  of  this  "  double  beat"  and  says  that 
tal,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  MacmichacI,  whenever  it  occurs,  be  feela  a  sort  of 
crack,  and  a  slight  degree  of  pain,  at 

•MKo,rALOA«TTF,p.JW0ofthepre.cntvol.  fhc  back  part  of  his  head.     A  Strong 

t  P.  sr>7.  jarring  thnll,    synchronous    with    the 
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liastole,  can  be  felt  by  the  hand  placed  exercise.     Four  days  before  his  admis- 

jpon  the  sternum.  sion   his    le^  began  to  swell*      The 

**  The  murmur  of  respiration  is  natu-  ortfaopnoea  had  existed  for  a  week. 
rml,  but  feeble,  except  when  his  breath-  Sixteen  years  previously,  for  the  only 
ine;  is  hurried.  time  in  his  life,  he  had  had  *'  rheumatic 
VHe  gifes  this  account  of  himself,  ferer."  His  chest  was  then  blistered, 
Eleven  months  ago,  beinfic  quite  well,  on  account  of  pain  which  he  felt  there. 
be  was  employed  in  wheeling  a  heavy  Large  crepitation  could  be  heanl  at 
barrow  of  sand,  and  as  he  turned  it  over  the  lower  part  of  each  lung.  The  first 
to  empty  it,  one  of  the  handles  struck  sound  of  the  heart  was  not  unnatural. 
him  on  the  left  side,  just  below  the  car-  The  second  consisted  in  a  long  drawn 
tilages  of  the  ribs.  The  pain  produced  and  very  loud  vocal  note,  audible  to 
bj  Uie  blow  was  not  very  severe,  but  it  the  patient  himself,  who  (unprompted) 
coiiftfiti€</,  and  after  about  a  month  it  compared  it  to  the  cooing  of  a  pigeon. 
increased  in  intensity,  when  he  was  It  was  noisier  on  the  right  than  on  the 
bled.  A  fortnight  aAer  this  the  palpita-  left  side  of  the  sternum. 
don  began.  Since  that  time  he  has  He  remained  in  the  hospital  till  his 
been  much  in  the  same  condition  as  at  death,  which  took  place  on  the  2d  of 
present"  ^  ^  July.  His  dropsical  symptoms  had 
This  patient  led  the  hospital  neither  gradually  increased,  and  the  dyspnoea, 
better  nor  worse  than  when  he  entered  which  was  permanent,  became  aggra- 
it,  and  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  him  vated  in  occasional  paroxysms  of  ex- 
once.  treme  severity.  They  were  more  re- 
Some  time  afterwards,  a  patient  came  lieved  by  mustard  poultices  than  by  any 
bi  ander  my  care,  with  a  similar,  but  thing  else.  The  loud  cooing  sound 
■iQch  less  loud,  diastolic  sound.  He  scarcely  varied,  and  was  never  absent. 
alto  went  away,  somewhat  relieved.  The  recollection  of  the  two  foRBer 
.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  mere  bellowi  cases  made  the  inspeetion  of  the  body  a 
9ammd  which  not  umfreqmentfy  acco»-  matter  of  peculiar  interest  to  mvself. 
psaies  the  sceead  movement  of  the  Much  cnriosity  respecting  it  was  shewn 
Mirt,  and  wbtcb  consists  of  a  rushing^  also  by  the  students  and  others,  it  having 
whImoifM  noise.  Yet  it  may  further  the  been  conjectured  by  some  that  the  cause 
sbject  01  the  present  paper,  if  I  state  of  the  sound  would  be  found  in  a 
dMt  in  every  instance  of  thU  kind,  diseased  state  of  the  mt/ra/ valve. 
irbere  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  The  heart  was  verjr  lygc  The  pcri- 
ezamining  the  heart  after  aeath,  I  have  cardium  adhered  to  it  at  all  points,  by 
found  some  change  which  must  have  cellular  tissue,  which  was  dry,  and  cvi- 
rendered  the  closure  of  the  aorta  by  the  dently  not  of  recent  formation ;  but 
ngmoid  valves  imperfect.  And  1  had  neither  was  it  dense  or  tough, 
concluded  that  the  same  valves  were  The  right  side  of  the  heart  offered  no 
aflected  in  the  two  cases  in  which  I  unusual  appearance.  The  left  ventricle 
bad  heard  that  different  and  much  was  mucn  dilated,  and  considerably 
loader  booming  sound,  approaching  in  thickened.  The  mitral  valve  perfect 
its  tone  and  quality  to  the  human  voice,  and  healthy.  The  aorta  was  narrowed 
This  conclusion  was  at  length  strength-  at  its  commencement  by  abundant  depo- 
eiied  by  the  occurrence  of^a  third  and  sition  beneath  its  lining  membrane, 
fatal  case.  which  was  proiected  into  bosses  or  little 

tumors,  immediately  behind  the  valves. 

Case  II. — Thomas  Burrin,  a  butler.  There  was  a  small  ulcerated  spot  on  the 

aged  36,  became  my  patient  in  the  bos-  summit  of  one  of  these  projecting  no- 

pital,  on  the  27th  of  last  May.  dules. 

His  feet  and  legs  were  anasarcous.  The  sigmoid  valves  of  the  aorta  were 

and  bis  belly  contaraed  some  fluid.    He  curiously  altered.    They  were  all  irre- 

complained  of  difficult  breathing,  which  gularly  thickened  by  opaque  matter  de- 

Crevented  him  from  lying  down— of  posited  between  the  layers  of  membrane 

flattering"  at  the  heart  — and  of  a  of  which  they  are  chiefly  formed.    Two 

■light  dry  cough.  of  them  were  folded,  or  rather  hung 

He  bad  been  ailing  for  nine  months,  back,  a  little  way.     Their  free  margins, 

irith  uneasy  sensations  in  his  chest,  and  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  lines,  were 

|Mlpitation  much  increased  by  moderate  quite  loose  and  flapping,  so  that  the 
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sligbtest  force,  even  their  own  weight, 
was  sufficient  to  incline  tbem  to  either 
side,  to  produce  either  inrersion  or  re- 
troversion of  the  loose  portion.  The 
edffe  of  the  third  valve  was  straig^ht  and 
ti^it,  as  usual;  but  the  others  could 
ntft  be  pulled  tight,  so  as  not  to  flap. 
They  were  all  capable  of  perfect  appo- 
sition with  the  sides  of  the  aorta,  out 
the  two  were  evidently  not  capable  of 
sustaining  the  backward  pressure  of  the 
blood  in  that  vessel  during*  the  diastole. 
The  stream  of  regurgitating  fluid  must 
have  occasioned  their  loose  margins  to 
vibrate;  and  the  vibration  doubtless 
gave  rise  to  the  peculiar  sound.  The 
physical  conditions  necessary  on  acous- 
tic principles,  for  its  production,  appear 
to  have  been  complete. 

It  can  scarcely  be  questioned  that  the 
cardiac  disease  commenced  during  the 
attack  of  acute  rheumatism. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Watson. 

HeorietU*  street,  CaTendUh>Square, 
Dec.  ::6,  1836. 
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Bt  Thos.  E  vebitt,  Esq. 
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In  the  first  place,  the  measom  have  ill 
new  values ;  for  in  the  old  edition  the 
wine  gallon  of  231  cubic  inches  of  para 
water  was  taken  as  a  atmndard;  tUi 
was  divided  into  eight  pints,  the  pial 
into  sixteen  fluid  ounces,  ^e  ounce  rata 
eight  drachms,  and  the  drachm  m^ 
sixt^  minims.  In  the  present  cditioB 
the  imperial  gallon  of  70,000  grmiai  of 
distilled  water,  at  62^,  is  aasmncd  at  s 
standard ;  this  is  divided  into  ei^ 
pints,  but  the  pint  is  now  divided  ime 
twenty  ounces  :  the  further  division  as 
before.    Hence— 


Gallon  (231  X  252-45)- 

Pint    

Ounce r 

Drachm 

Minim 


Value  la  On.  of  pure 
Water,  at  ^, 


Old. 


58316 
7289-5 
455-6 
56  95 

56-95 
60 


A««^ 


70000 
8750 
437-5 
54-7 

54-7 
60 


The  present  gallon  and  pint  are  there- 
fore about  one-fifth  larger  than  the  old 
ones ;  and  the  present  ounce,  drachm, 
and  minim,  about  l-25th  smaller. 

I^  shall  not  attempt  to  argue  for  or 
against  the  necessity  of  this  change,  nor 
dilate  on  the  possible  results.  The  dif- 
ference  in  the  value  of  the  ounce  and 
drachm  is  so  small,  that  it  may  in  most 
cases  be  neglected,  and  the  old  measures 
used  for  the  new. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
editors  of  a  Pharmacopoeia  ouj^ht  cer- 
tainly  to  be,  to  relieve  the  medical  man 
from  as  much  as  possible  of  the  mental 


drudgery  of  recollectinfv>  and  calculat- 
ing proportions :  might  it  not,  therefore, 
have  been  well,  when  they  felt  co»* 
pelled  to  alter  the  value  or  their  mea- 
sures, in  order  to  make  them  agree  with 
the  imperial  gallon,  to  bare  tbrova 
overboard  all  arbitrary  divisions  of  pint, 
ounce,  drachm,  &c.,  and  have  taken  the 
grain,  lO-crrain,  lOO-grain,  lOOOLgmia 
measures  of  distilled  water  at  62^ ;  oeie 
still  would  have  been  aliquot  parts  of 
the  imperial  gallon.  Then,  by  makiag 
all  the  fluid  solutions  contain  a  eertaia 
round  per  centage  (a  great  number' 
might  have  contained  exactly  the  saoMi) 
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of  the  active  principle,  no  calculation  chemically  and  physically,  as  to  enable 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  man  would  any  one  to  distinguish  the  body  named 
be  necessary.  But  by  the  present  re-  from  every  other,  and  'to  detect  the  mi- 
IfDlations  we  have  nq  unity  of  desigfn;  nutest  trace  of  adventitious  matter,  and 
for  some  solutions  are  denned  as  con-  as  by  being  manufactured  on  the  large 
tainiug  so  much  for  the  fluid  ounce  or  scale  they  arc  furnished  at  a  minimum 
drachm — as,  for  instance,  the  arsenical  cost,  wby  take  the  trouble  of  giving  a 
solution,  half  a  grain  to  the  drachm ;  formula,  when  perhaps  half  a  dozen 
some  as  containing  so  much  per  cent.,  others  may  be  equally  good,  and  it  will 
as  the  dilute  hydrocyanic  licid,  which  depend  entirely  on  the  other  objects 
is  to  coutaiu  2  per  100  of  real  acid  ;  and  of  the  manufacturer  which  is  the  most 
the  same  of  the  other  dilute  acids,  6cc.  economical.  Thus  A  is  a  maker  of  ear- 
Thus  when  a  medical  man  has  to  pre-  bonate  of  soda  from  salt;  he  gets  hydro- 
scribe  hydrocyanic  acid,  and  wishes  to  chloric  acid  at  the  same  time.  B  is  a 
come  at  the  quantity  of  real  acid  he  is  maker  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  from 
exhibiting  by  measure,  he  must  call  to  bittern  ;  he  also  gets  hydrochloric  acid 
mind-^  at  the  same  time;  and  this  acid,  pro- 

Ist.  That  the  dilute  acid  contains  2  cured  from  distilling  sulphuric  acid  with 

per  100.  muriate  of  magnesia,  is  just  as  good  as 

2d]y.  That  the  fluid  drachm  contains  that  obti^ined  from  salt  by   sulphuric 

M'7  grains.  acid,  provided  care  be  taken  to  nave  it 

Lastly,  make  the  mental  calculation,  pure, 

as  too  :  2  :  :  54'7  :  X.  The  third  novelty  is  the  change  of 

Had  they  defined  the  fluid  drachm  to  names.     Although  this  may  be  a  source 

OODtain  one  grain  of  real  acid,  all  this  of  slight  annoyance  to  old  practitioners, 

drudgery  would  be  spared.  every  teacher  of  chemistry  and  phar- 

Tbe    next    novelty    is    the    "  Notoe  roacy  will  hail  with  joy  this  alteration, 

breves,  ad  res  chemicas  preecipue  spec-  as  he  was  constantly  confusing  his  pu- 

Cantes,  quibus  quidque,  sincerum    sit,  pils  by  a  confounding  of  the  scientific 

necne  quantum  fieri  potest,   deprehen-  chemical    names    with   those    used    in 

datur."   These  we  conceive  to  be  highly  pharmacy.    This,  therefore,  will  scarcely 

valuable ;  and  had  they  been  more  ex-  oe  a  change  to  all  those  who  have  been 

tended  and  precise,  and  the  formulte  in  educated  within  the  last  ten  years,  but 

the  body  of  the  work  entirely  omitted,  will  he  relieving  them    from    the   ne- 

this  part  would  have  assumed  a  form  cessity   of  recollecting  the  distinction 

wbico   the  present  state  of  things  de-  between  the  two  nomenclatures, 

mands.  We  will  now   give  a  few  instances 

At  a  period  when  every  druggist  was  illustrative  of  the  great  care  with  which 

presumed  to  make  hit  ounce  and  pound  this  work  has  been  executed. 

of  these  chemicals,  such  formulcc  were  Amongst  the  iVo^^  breves  we  have  the 

Qseful ;  but  now  that  they  are  manufac-  strength  of  the  ammonioe  liquor  defined 

tured  by  cwts.  and  tons,  it  is  quite  use-  0*960,  and  of  the  ammonite  liquor  for- 

less   giving  processes   which  few   will  tior,  0*882;    *'  liquor   hie  ad   normani 

find  either  economical  or  convenient  to  liquoris  ammoniac  redigi  potest,  cuique 

follow.         *  fluid-uncioe   adjestis   fluiu-unciis  tribus 

Hereagain  we  observe  a  want  of  unity  aqucB  destillatSB."     In  the  body  of  the 

of  design  ;  for  why  have  we  not  a  formula  work"  we  have  no  formulce  for  making 

for  preparing  sulphuric  acid  ?     "  Be-  the    fortior,    but    for    the    liquor   am- 

cause,"  I  suppose  they  would  answer,  moniee— 

^  any  arrangement  for  making  a  small  «  r  Ammoniae  Hydrochloratis,  oncias 
quantity,  would  furnish  it  at  a  price  ten  decern  ;  Calcis,  \incia8  octo ;  Aqua;, 
or  twenty-fold  dearer  than  as  at  present  octarios  duos.  Calcem  aqu&  resolu- 
nade.^  This  sort  of  reasoning  applies  tam  in  retortam  mitte,  dein  Ammo. 
to  ail  the  furmulfe  in  kind,  to  many  ni,®  Hydrochloralera  in  frustula  con- 
even  in  degree.  Now  as  all  these  mat-  tritam  et  reliquam  Aquam  adjlce. 
ten  (it  is,  of  course,  not  intended  to  in-  Destillent  Liquoris  Ammonise  flaid- 
eiude  mixtures,  such  as  tinctures,  plas-  ""^'»  qumdecim." 
ters,  &c.,  but  only  definite  chemical  Now  liquor  ammonite  of  *960  con- 
prodoGU)  can  be  so  precisely  defined  tains  about  10  per  100  of  ammonia  ;  and 

476.— XIX.  2  M 
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liquor  amraoniee  of  *882  contains  about  tions  of  this  process,   made  since  tlie 

30  per  100  of  ammonia.     Hence  a  fluid  new  Pharmacopoeia  came  into  my  haa^ 

ounce   at    '882  wcip^hs  (4:37*5  X  '882)  If  the  liquid  be  required  much  stronj^, 

386  g^rains  (  and  100  :  30  : :  380  :  1I5'8  it  is  better  to  ha?e  two  receiTing  bottlei 

ammonia,  270*2  water.     Hence,  to  re-  arrangfed,  so  that  what  escapes  abiorp- 

duce  this  to  10  per  100,  or  to  *900,  it  tion  in  the  first  g^s  on   to  the  secoad. 

\¥in  require  774  f^ins  of  water,  or,  in  Bj  ha?inpf  the  flask  of  such  capacity 

round  numbers,  1  f.  oz.  6  f.  drs.;  atanjr  that  it  could  contain  about  three  tiaifs 

rate,  only  2  f.  oz.  of  water  to  I  f.  oz.  of  the  quantity  operated   on,   and   bf  iu 

the  stronger  to  reduce  it  to  the  weaker,  havinpf  a  lon^  neck  kept  vertical,  all 

and  not  three,  as  nrescribcd.  risk  of  any  of  the  lime  salt  spirting  offi 

Touchin<jf  the  formula,  perhaps  the  is   avoided   (much  of   the   commerciil 

worst  of  tnose  in  the  old  edition  was  liquor    ammonite  contains    chloride  of 

that  for  preparing'  liquor  ammonite,  and  calcium  from  this  cause),  and  the  pm- 

in  the  present  the  alterations  are  merely  duct  is  quite  pure.    For  wery  deliealf 

to  suit  the  new  measures.     Every  54  chemical  purposes  an  intermediate  small 

grains  ofhydrochloratc  of  ammonia  con-  receiver  is  useful,  but  for  pbarmaceati- 

tain  17  grains  of  ammonia.      Hence  as  cal  use  quite  unnecessary. 

64  :  17  : :  (10  oz.  x  480)  4800  grs. :  1511  Hence  the  ten  ounces  of  bydrocblo> 

ammonia  iu  ten  ounces;  and  15  fluid  rate  of  ammonia  could  at  any  rate  make 

ounces  at  '9G0  weigh  (15  X  4;)7*5  X  '90)  30  fluid  ounces  at  '900,   in  the  mon  sf 

0300  grains,  which,  at    10  per  cent.,  15.    The  great  loss  is  occasioRed,/rj<i 

grivcs  &)0  grains  of  ammonia  obtained,  by  not  putting  part  of  the  water  into 

and  consequently  wasted  881,  by  the  the  receiver  at  the  commencement,  ti 

badness  of  the  process.  sufficient  does  not  pass  over  when  ibe 

What  manufacturer  will  follow  a  pro-  mixture  is  first  heated  to  condense  tW 

cess  where  the  loss  is  more  than  one-  gas ;  and,  secondlif,  by  learingf  so  muck 

half?    I  alwaj's  consider  my  operation  water  in  the  retort  at  the  end. 

bungled  if  the  loss  amounts  to  Ave  per  I  must  confess  that  this  is  the  wont 

cent. ;  and  I  proceed  thus  :  —  Hydro-  specimen  which  a  hasty  g^lance  has  dii- 

chlorate  of  ammonia,  10  parts;  lime,  8  covered,  and  that  I  naye  experienced 

I»arts.     Put  4  parts  of  water  on   the  great  satisfaction  at  seeing  many  of  the 

ime,  cover  it  over,  and  allow  it  to  slake  improvements ;  for  having  had  to  lee- 

and  cooL     Put  both  into  a  flask  having  ture  for  the  last  six  years  expressly  oa 

a  long  neck ;  pour  in  6  parts  of  water ;  the   Pharmacopoeia  at   Mr.  Grainger^ 

through  a  cork  which  flts  the  mouth  of  School,  it  has  always  been  a  disagreca- 

the  flask  tightly,  put  a  safety  tube,  and  ble  Usk  to  comment  on  many  of  the  old 

a  gas  conducting  tube   bent  twice  at  formulte,  which  were  below  all criticiflB; 

right  angles;  the  joint  to  be  secured  by  whereas,  in  its  present  form,  it  will  be 

lime  andwhite  of*^egg  lute.    Place  the  comparatively  a  pleasure  to  go  orer the 

flask   in  a  sand  bath;    insert  the  free  same  course. 

end  of  the  bent  tube  to  the  bottom  of  a  I  cannot  refrain  from  stating,  that  it 

narrow -mouthed  bottle,  surrounded  by  is  a  source  of  some  disappointment  te 

cold  water,  or  ice  if  at  hand.     Put  into  me  the  not  being  allowed  by  the  Col- 

thc    bottle    water,     according    to    the  lege  to  make  a  translatioiit  with  ««- 

strength   of   the    liquor    ammonias   re-  ments,  for  my  pupils;  as  four  months  of 

quired ;  for  that  of -900  about  30  parts  ;  last  summer,  independency  of  prerio* 

gradually  increase  the  heat  of  the  sand  investigations, have  been  closely  deroled 

bath,  so  as  to  drive  over  the  ammonia  to  experiments  on  these  subjeets.  I  hate, 

and  some  water.     By  the  time  that  the  however,  the  consolation  to  know  that 

30  parts  of  water  in  the  receiver  bottle  the  announced  work  of  Mr.   FhilUpi 

have  increased  to  35  parts,  nearly  all  will,  as  far  as  my  pupils  are  coneemed, 

the  ammonia  will  have  passed  over.  render  this  circumstance  unimportant 

By  operating  in  this  way  the  liquid  There  is  a  misprint  in  the  seoond  ftr* 

has  no  empyrcumatic    odour;    and    I  mula  for  dilute  hydrocyanic  acid,  whidi 

have  frequently,  on  noting  the  quantity  is  not  among  the  errata  of  the  doodeciBM 

and  exact  strength  of  the  product,  not  edition ;  and  as  it  is  from  a  suggestion 

lost  more  than  two  per  cent. ;  which  has  of  my  own,  I  wish  to  point  it  out  beie> 

happened  to  me  in  two  careful  repeti-  The  proportion  of  ry«inclr  tftihtr^  4 


DR«  CLElfiymfnNG  on  the  resonance  in  PERCUSSION.      531 

prains^  and   dilute  hydrochloric  acidy  case  that  occurred    about  six    months 

9  minimty  for  one  ounce  of  water,  ought  since,  in  the  Marjlebone  Infirmary,  and 

to  be  48*5  grains  of  the  cyanide,  and  respecting  the  interpretation  of  which 

39'5  graint  of  the  strong  hydrochloric,  there  was  some  dinercnce  of  opinion. 

to    produce    an    acid    of    the    defined  The  former  part  appears  to  me  difficultly 

strength,  2  per  100.  reconcileable  with  Dr.  Williams's  theory 

Laboratory,  MiddieMx  Hotpiui,  of  percussion,  as  expressed  in  the  ex* 

Dec  27,  1836.  tract  above  given  from  the  Lancet,  and  as 

— understood  by  myself  f|t)m  his  oral  ob- 

serrations  at  the  Uarveian  Society ;  and 

if  verified  by  others,  will,  as  I  think, 

CAUSES  OF  THE  RESONANCE  IN  call  for  some  modification  of  the  Uieo- 

PERCUSSION.  retical  views  entertained  by  Dr.  WiU 

liams  OD  the  subject*    The  latter  ill  us* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  *^f«  *  P™^^  **  temeiolo^  sot  gene- 

^  rally  well  understood,  as  I  imagine,  and 

^'*»  yet  worth  knowing — a  point  respec^Mf 

In  a  report  of  a  discussion  at  the  West-  which,  at  all  events,  I  was  myself  much 

minster  Medical  Society,   contained  in  in  the  dark,  lintil  I  had  made  the  expe- 

the  Lancet  of  last  Saturday,  it  is  suted  riments  about  to  be  detailed — viz.  the 

that  mv  friend.  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  ready  transmissibility  of  sounds,  such  as 

contended,  in  a  communication  to  the  those  occasioned  by  tapping  the  chest, 

meeting  "  Upon  the  Theory  and  Prac-  and  by  breathing,  through  considerable 

tice  of  Percussion  as  a  Means  of  Diag-  masses  of  morbid  effusion.— I  am.  sir, 

Dosis" — "  that  the  sound  heard  in  per-  Your  obedient  servant, 

cussing  the  chest  is  not  seated  in  the  John  Clendinnino,  A.M.  M.D.&c. 

air  contained  within  the  chest,  but  that  _,,,      ,   «.     . 

It  IS  dependent  upon  the  vibrations  oi  jan.  i,  1887. 
the  walls  of  that  cavity,  those  vibrations 

being  modified  by  the  quantity  of  air  George  Priest,  aged  45,  servant  of  a 
contained  within" — '*  that  the  chest  be-  gentleman  in  Brook-Street,  was  ad- 
longs  to  that  class  of  musical  instru-  mitted  under  Dr.  Sims  on  the  evening 
meiits  in  which  the  sound  depends  on  of  June  20,  1838,  labouring  under 
the  vibrations  of  a  solid,  as  in  the  drum,  symptoms  obviously  referable  to  a  pleu- 
thc  string  of  a  harp,  &c.,  as  distin-  ntic  attack.  He  had  been  in  his  ordi- 
goishcd  from  instruments  in  which  the  narv  health,  which  he  described  as  good, 
notes  are  the  results  of  the  vibrations  of  until  within  a  month  of  his  admission, 
the  air^tself,  as  instanced  in  the  flute,"  He  was  then  affected  with  pain  in  his 
Sec.  &c. ;  the  author  then  proceeding,  right  side,  and  other  pleuritic  symptoms, 
with  his  usual  ability,  to  illustrate  his  An  eminent  physician  in  the  neighbour- 
position  experimentally  and  otherwise,  hood  prescribed  for  "him,  and  amongst 
Those  observations  of  iDr.  Williams  re-  other  things  introduced  Davis*s  needle 
mind  me  of  the  accompanying  observa-  on  the  side  affected,  but  without  obtain- 
tions  and  experiments,  which  I  had  in-  ing  any  decisive  result.  On  his  admis- 
tended  many  weeks  since  to  forward,  as  sion  he  complained  ^till  of  pain  in  his 
I  hoped  in  a  more  complete  state,  to  the  right  side,  and  had  cough  and  ierer, 
Medical  Gazette,  and  which  you  will  and  considerable  anasarca;  there  was 
oblige  me  by  inserting  in  an  early  little  respiratory  sound,  little  resonance 
number.  on  percussion  on  the  side  affected,  and 
Some  portion  of  them  has  been  made  the  motions  of  the  ribs  were  very  slight. 
to  clear  up  a  difiiculty  in  which  I  found  On  the  left  side  respiration  was  loud, 
myself,  upon  the  occasion  of  a  paper  on  and  resonance  and  mobility  normal ;  be 
Percussion,  read  by  me  some  weeks  had  the  appearance  of  a  person  much 
aince  at  the  Harveian  Society,  and  con-  broken  byaisease.  The  pleuritic  symp- 
taining  a  view  of  the  causation  of  pec-  toms  were  first  attended  to ;  afterwards 
toral  resonance,  from  which  mv  friend  the  dropsical  symptoms  became  urgent, 
jyr,  Williams  dissented  :  I  allude  to  the  and  diuretics  were  ordered.  The  chest 
GOOiparative  trials  of  lung  and  liver  in  had  become  round,  tense,  and  distended 
rarioiis  media,  <Scc.  But  the  greater  on  the  right  side,  which  measured  more 
part  originated  in  the  phenomena  of  a  than  an  inch  more  than  the  left ;  the 
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distension  was  cspeciallj  observable  rounded  and  enlargfed  right  side  ap- 
about  the  bypochondrium,  which  be-  peared  on  that  account  the  more  stfiL 
came  quite  tumid.  Before  this  time  the  inj^Iy  abnormal  in  size.  Thecliestpre 
edge  of  the  liver  had  been  perceptible  the  same  resonance  in  every  pa.it  as  dor- 
far  below  the  level  of  the  edges  of  the  ing  life ;  the  whole  rif^ht  thorax  wai 
ribs  on  the  right  side,  and  hud  after-  filled  with  dark  serum,  aroountini^  It 
wards  become  imperceptible  to  the  finger,  about  14  pints ;  the  lung^  laj  solid  tnd 
owing  to  the  tenseness  of  the  hjpo-  concentrated  against  the  mediastiDiui, 
chondrium.  Ov.er  the  whole  of  the  side  and  more  forwards  than  the  spine,  and 
affected  there  remained  to  the  last  mo-  was  of  firm  spleen-like  consistence;  tbe 
ment,  and  even  on  the  dead  body,  above  diaphragm  on  the  side  affected  was 
the  summit  ]eve\  of  the  diaphragm,  or  everted,  so  as  to  be  concave  above  and 
from  about  the  nipple  upwards,  a  very  convex  below;  the  right  half  of  the 
easily  appreciable  aegrce  of  pulmonary  liver  was  thrust  down  into  the  umbilical 
resonance;  far  below  the  normal  stan-  region,  and  the  Icfl  half  tilted  up,  soai 
dard,  of  course,  but  still  clearly  superior  to  encroach  upon  the  regions  of  the  sto* 
to  that  of  the  region  of  the  liver,  or  of  mach  and  heart ;  the  stomach  was  thnist 
any  solid  organ.  down  into  the  iliac  and  hypogastric  re- 
in the  Infirmary,  likewise,  the  needle  gions;  the  lungs  were  on  both  sidn 
was  tried,  but,  owing  to  what  cause  I  sound,  the  compressed  lung  not  lesi  w 
cannot  say,  with  no  better  success  than  than  the  normally  distended  lung. 
out  of  dooi-s.  Nothing  escaped  from  the  Such  are  the  memoranda  taken  on  tbe 
puncture  but  a  little  bloody  serum,  spot.  Now  assuming  that  the  seraoi 
This  might  seem  to  render  doubtful  the  and   compressed    lung   constituted  tbe 


diagnosis;  but  whatever  may  have  cans-  whole  contents,  it  is  obvious  the 

ed  the  failure  of  the  needle,  the  real  nant  of  pulmonanr  resonance  obserred 

state  of  the  chest  could   not  be  ques-  during  life  and  after  death,  on  die  dis- 

tioncd.    Three  or  four  physicians  that  eased  side,  must  be  attributed  to  one  or 

saw  it  agreed  without  hesitation  as  to  its  both  lungs. 

being  a  case  of  bydro-plcurisy ;  but  But  I  could  not  conceive  that  tbe  r&- 
there  appeared  still  room  for  doubt  as  to  sonance  of  air  could  be  heard  tbroofii 
the  precise  condition  of  the  lung,  as  to  such  a  dense  medium  as  the  effosioi 
the  extent  of  the  effusion,  and  the  dc-  from  a  distance  of  several  inches;  or 
gree  of  compression  and  shrinking  of  more  properly,  I  could  not  believe  tbit 
the  lung.  On  this  point  there  was  some  a  gentle  tap,  such  as  used  in  percossioii, 
difference,  more  especially  between  my-  would  cause  audible  sound  in  air  at  five 
self  and  my  frienci  Dr.  Aarrison.  The  or  six  inches  distance,  and  protected 
remnant  of  rescmance  obtainable  every  from  the  impulse  by  a  thick  laT<*r  of 
where  above  the  level  of  the  nipple,  and  dense  fluid  interposed.  I  aocordiDgtr 
not  affected  by  change  of  posture,  led  had  recourse  to  experiment,  to  satisfy 
roe  to  think  that  the  lung  must  have  myself  of  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Ham- 
escaped  total  compression,  owing,  pro-  son*s  view  of  the  matter,  and  with  that 
bably,  to  some  attachment  to  the  ribs  intention  made  repeated  trials,  with  tkit 
preventing  its  complete  shrinking  back  gentleman's  assistance,  with  sound  and 
upon  the  mediastinum ;  while  Dr.  Har-  unsound  lungs,  and  with  the  followbf 
rison,  from  experiments  on  mediate  per-  results,  as  recorded  in  my  memorandam- 
cussion.   Sec.  oy  M.  Piorry,  which  he  book : — 

had  witnessed,  and  other  facts  that  had  July  29th. — Afler  having  removed  all 

fallen  under  his  observation,  conceived  the  pectoral  viscera  from  the  thorax  oft 

that  the  resonance  was  not  less  than,  or  female  dead   of  apoplexy,  that  cavity 

different  from,  what  might  be  expected  was   filled  with   water,  and  a  piece  « 

in  a  case  of  extreme  compression  and  lung  was  immersed   in  the  water,  aod 

shrinking.  percussion  practised.     The   lung   was 

The  patient  lingered  a   month,  and  held  down  under  water  at  various  dis- 

sank  the  I9th  of  July  last.    Permission  tances   fn)m  the  side,  and  the  Up  was 

was  obtained  to  inspect  the  body,  and  always  given  to  a  part  of  the  walb  of 

the  following  Was  the  result,     t  shall  tbe  ( nest  below  tbe  level  of  the  surface 

notice  only  the  appearances  bearing*  on  of  the  water.     When  the  lung  was  held 

the  subject  of  the  diagnosis.  within  half  an  inch  or  an  fncb  of  tbe 

The  body  was  much  wasted,  and  the  rib,  the  resonance  was  clear  and  uoe- 
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qoivocal,  though  of  course  not  equal  to  lun^  beinof  sensible  to  the  ear  across 
tnat  obtained  when  the  lung  was  brought  half  the  chest,  provided  ihe  percussion 
into  contact  with  the  ribs.  At  greater  was  pretty  strong  and  the  impulse  was 
distances  it  was  less  soA,  and  much  given  in  the  direction  of  the  lung.  I 
duller,  and  about  four  inches  from  the  mean  vertically  to  the  lun^;  for  anj  con- 
ribs  became  obscure.  siderablc  degree  ofobliquily  in  the  direc- 

Now  the  lung  used  in  that  experiment  tion  of  the  stroke,  we  found  to  diminish, 
was  much  charged  with  blood,  and  less  or  even  to  extinguish,  resonance  in  the 
resonant,  probably  because  more  dense  portion  of  lung  operated  on.  In  this 
than  normal.  Ou  the  1st  of  August,  experiment,  a  split  kidney  was  likewise 
therefore,  I  repeated  the  experiment,  used  as  a  screen,  owing  to  some  doubt 
with  a  lung  in  all  respects  normal,  but  respecting  the  acoustic  properties  of  the 
collapsed,  of  course,  and  containing  but  pasteboard;  and  with  that  fleshy  and 
the  minimum  of  air.  The  chest  was  rather  thick  screen,  the  pulmonary  re- 
filled and  percussion  used,  as  before,  sonance  was  still,  though  less  easily, 
and  various  distances  tried ;  and  in  this  obtainable. 

case  the  resonance  of  the  immersed  From  the  preceding  facts,  I  felt  war- 
piece  of  lung  could  be  heard  at  any  ranted  to  conclude,  that,  in  cases  of 
distance  from  the  spine  to  the  rib  per-  hydrothorax,  if  either  lung  be  nearly 
cussed.  Indeed  my'  note  states  that  sound,  there  will  be  no  fleshy  dulness 
**  the  piece  of  lung  told,  on  percussion  of  resonance  in  any  of  the  lateral  parts 
through  the  water,  from  the  opposite  of  the  chest ;  because,  even  in  cases 
aide  of  the  spine-^t.  e.  across  one  half  such  as  Priest*s,  in  which  one  lung  was 
of  the  chest  and  the  suine.  E\ery  body  consolidated,  the  opposite  lung  would 
present  was  satisfied  tnat  the  resonance  yield  a  certain  resonance  of  a  pulmonary 
wa8  distinctly  audible  when  the  lung  character  to  even  moderate  percussion 
was  immcrseJ  in  the  water  close  to;  but  on  the  middle-third  of  the  ribs.  Since, 
beyond,  the  spine."  however,  it  might  still  be  doubted  whe- 

October  4tli. — Lastly,  we  had  an  op-  thcr  the  interposition  of  the  contents  of 

portunitv  of  trying  the  experiment  with  the  cavity    of  the   mediastinum — the 

a    highly    emphysematous    lung.      In  trachea,     oesophagus,     great     vessels, 

this   case,  the  objection  that  the  reso-  bronchial  glands,  and  lower  down  the 

nance  in  each  experiment  might  be  ow-  pericardium  and  heart — would  not  in- 

ing  to  vibrations  of  the  portion  of  the  tercept  the  impulse  of  a  stroke  practised 

thoracic   parietes  projecting  above  the  on  the  middle  parts  of  the  diseased  side 

water,  as  it  was  impracticable  to  All  the  in  a  pleuritic  subject,  and   extinguish 

chest   quite   full,  was  obviated  by  the  resonance  of  the  sounder  lung,  I  made, 

use  of  a  screen.   The  chest  was  filled  as  some  days  after,   the  following  experi- 

far  as  it  would  hold  water,  and  the  em-  ment : — 

pfaysematous  portion   of  lung  w  as  im-  A  chest  was  filled  with  water,  and  a 

inersed  ;  but  instead  of  mudifying  the  sound  piece  of  lung  was  immersed,  or 

resonance   merely  by   varying  the  dis-  rather  left  immersed   in  situ,  with  the 

tance    between  the  part  struck  and  the  heart,  great  vessels,  trachea,  and  other 

lung,  we  used  a  pasteboanl  screen  also,  contents  of  the  posterior  mediastinum 

by  inserting  which,  wholly  or  partially,  entire.     Percussion  was  then  practised 

between   them,  without  change  of  in-  on  the  opposite  side,  and  an  unequivo- 

terval,   we  produced   numerous  shades  cal  pulmonary  resonance  was  obtained 

from  distinct  resonance  to  dulness,  and  through  the  water  filling  the  side  of  the 

satisfied    ourselves   that   the   emerging  chest  percussed  and  the  contents  of  the 

portion  of  the  parietes  was  not  the  cause  posterior    mediastinum     remaining    in 

of  the   softer  or  clearer  sound   elicited  situ,   from  the  sound   portion  of  lung 

by   percussion,  when  unimpeded  by  a  lodged  be>'ond  the  spine  in   the  other 

screen  or  by  distance.  cavity.     This  experiment  was  repeated 

October  l^th. — I  again  repeated  the  sufficiently  often,  and  with  results  sufli- 

experinient  with  a  screen,  witli  perfectly  ciently  uniform,  to  satisfy  every  observer, 

sound  lungs,  and  with  considerable  care,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  thepre- 

and  with  the  same  results,  for  the  most  ceding  ones,  that,  in  the  living  subject, 

part,   as  before ;  except  that  we  agreed  the  destruction  of  one  lung  and  occupa- 

tbat   the  screen  did  not  so  completely  tion  of  the  space  by  water,  would  not, 

intercept  the  in)pul>e  of  the  percussion  as  if  the  other  lung  were  pretty  sound,  ne. 

to   prevent  the  presence  of  a  piece  of  cessarily  prevent  the  evolution  of  pulmo- 
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naiy  resonance  on  percussion  of  the  dis-  flated  ;  and  at  the  same  time  ike  end  of 
cased  side,  notwithstanding  the  iiiterven-  the  ear-tube  was  immersed  in  the  water 
lion  of  the  contents  of  the  posterior  me-  at  two  or  three  inches  distance  from  the 
diastinum,  and  of  a  quantity  of  water  swelling  lung,  and  then  the  resonance 
sufficient  to  fill  one  pleural  cavity-.  of  inflation  was  dbtinctljr  heard.^   The 

From  the  preceding  case,  in  con-  lung  was  then  inflated  while  floating  on 
nexion  with  these  experiments,  then,  it  the  water,  and  the  ear-tube  was  ap^ied 
appears  that,  in  simple  pleurisy,  we  to  the  bottom  of  the  Fessel,  ao  as  that 
must  not  expect  to  find  the  pulmonary  se?eral  inches— as  many  as  ibree  or  Ibar 
resonance  wholly  wanting,  even  in  —of  water  were  interposed  between  the 
cases  of  extreme  effusion  and  compres-  ear-tube  and  the  source  of  somMl,  and 
sion ;  and  that  considerable  effusion  then  also  the  resonance  of  inflation  wu 
and  compression,  and  consequently  con-    distinctly  heard. 

siderable  functional  lesion  of  the  lung.  Experiments  similar  in  essential  nature 
may  co-exist  with  a  degree  of  resonance  and  in  result  were  made  with  a  flexible 
of  percussion  that  might  readily  deceire  tube,  to  imitate  the  bronchus,  throngfa 
an  experienced  observer.  which  air  was  forced  by  means  of  an 

elastic  bottle  fastened  on  one  end  of  die 
Respiratory  sounds, — In  the  case  of    tube,  and  alternately  compressed  and 
Priest,  the  respiration  was  audible,  dis-    suffered    to    expand ;    but    the  results 
tant,  and  feeble,  rather  within  ten  days    were  as  abore,  and    the   experimeots 
of  his  death,  when  there  was  already'  a    with  the  lungs  seem  to  admit  of  bat  one 
▼ery  copious  effusion  in  his  chest.   The    interpretation,    viz.    that    in    cases  of 
fact  I  distinctly  remember  of  a  sensation    effusion  in  the  thorax  respiratorj  somids 
as  of  a  respiratory  sound,  but  at  the    may  be  expected  to  be  heard  at  the  nsoal 
time  (forgetful  of  certain  cursory  notices    places,  so  long  as  the  effusion  is  not  so 
by  Audral,  Clin.  Med.  t.  iii. ;  Piorry,    great  as  to  compress  the  lung  to  an  ex- 
Proced^  Oper.),  I  was  disposed  to  think    treme  degree, — probably  so  long  as  an^r 
myself  mistaken  or  deceived  by  some  of    considerable  portion  of  the  lung  eonti- 
the  numerous  sources  of  fallacy  sur-    nues  permeable  by  air  of  the  broncbos. 
rounding  all  observations  on  living  bo-        Theory  of  Percussion, — The  preced- 
dies.     Since  then  I  made  some  experi-    ing  experiments  relate  to  the  use  of 
ments  that  show  that  it  really  was  the    the  mechanical  signs  in  the  diagnosis 
bronchial  respiration  that  I  heard.    On    of  dropsical  affections   of   the  chest; 
the  25th  of  November  last  I  procured    the    following    refer    entirely    to   the 
the  lungs  of  a  child  seven  months  old,    theory  of   some    of  the    prindpal   of 
and  immersed  them  in  the  chest  of  an     those  signs,  especiaUy  percussion.     I 
adult,  previously  filled  with  water,  and    have,  in  the  note  accompanying  this 
then   had    them   inflated    through   the    statement,    given     extracts    from    the 
trachea,  and  while  under  water.    The    Lancet  report  of  Dr.  Williams's  yiews 
lung  was  first  held  on  the  spine  under    as  to  the  causation  of  pectoral  resonance, 
water,  and  then  inflated,  and  the  ear-    and  stated  that  they  oifler  from  my  own 
tube  was  meanwhile    applied    to    the    in  that  my  friend   Dr.   W.   attributes 
outside   of   the    chest,    and   the    reso-    much,  or  even  the  principal  share,  of  the 
nance     of     the    inflation,   resembling    sound  to  vibration  of  the  walls  of  the 
the   normal  respiratory    murmur,  was    chest;  whereas  I  incline  to  the  opinioo 
distinctly    hearu     by    my    friend    Dr.    that  those  walls  are,   for  all  medical 
£.  Harrison,  who  assisted   me  in  the    purposes,  to  be  considered  as  but  con- 
experiment,  and  by  other  gentlemen,  i    durtors  of,  and  often  embarrassing  im- 
think,  as  well  as  myself.    The   lungs    pediments  to,  sounds  elicited   by  per- 
were  then  removed  to  the  comer  formed    cussion,  breathing,  speaking,  (Sec.  fitmi 
by  the  spine,  ribs,  and  diaphagni,  on    the  viscera  they  enclose.     Of  the  hcU 
the  floor  of  the  chest,  and  then  inflated,    upon  which  that  opinion  is  founded,  the 
and  the  ear-tube  was  ap})lied  above  the    following  appear  to  me  sufficient  ex- 
clavicle  of  the  opposite  side,  or  at  a  dis-    amples.     With  respect  to  the  sounds  of 
tance  of  more  than  six  inches  from  the    respiration,  &c.,  suffice  it  to  say  that  I 
inflated  lung,  and  the  respiratory  mur-    have  repeatedly  auscultated  the  longs 
mur  or  resonance  of  artificial  respira-    during  inflation  both  in  and  out  of  we 
tion  was  distinctly  heard.    The  lungs    body,  i.  e,  mediately  and  immediately, 
were  then  removed  to  an  open  vessel  of    and    wiih   this  only  difference,  that  I 
water,  and   while  immersed .  were   in-    heard    better    immediately    than   me- 
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diateljr :  Ibe  flexible  ear-tube,  applied  lately  published  by  me  in  Uie  Dublin 
alternately  to  the  chest  and  to  the  sub-  Journal,  upon  the  relations  of  the  sense 
stance  of  the  swellingf  lung*,  g^ve  in  the  of  taste,  and  to  which  you  have  paid 
former  a  feebler,  in  the  latter  a  louder  the  compliment  of  republishing^  it  in 
sound.  But  to  pass  from  what  I  am  not  your  journal.  The  temper  and  purport 
sure  that  Dr.  W.  and  I  differ  about,  to  of  the  letter  alluded  to  have  surprised 
what  I  know  we  disagree  upon,  I  sub-  me  beyond  measure;  and  beinff*  as  un- 
join experiments,  tending  to  establish,  conscious  of  having  given  to  Mr.  Noble 
ai  I  conceive,  my  views  as  to  the  share  any  just  cause  for  dissatisfaction  or 
of  the  walls  of  the  chest  in  the  reso-  complaint,  as  I  am  desirous  to  stand  ac- 
Dance  of  percussion.  quitted  of  the  charges  which  he  has 
Taking  a  piece  of  sufficiently  healthy  endeavoured  to  father  upon  me,  I  solicit 
lung  and  a  piece  of  liver,  as  extreme  your  insertion  of  my  reply.  ^ 
examples,  I  subjected  them  to  percus-  i  beg,  in  limine^  to  remind  you  that 
aion  iu  a  variety  of  circumstances.  I  the  first  paragraph  of  my  paper  states, 
bad  both  of  them  held  side  by  side  in-  that  my  design  was  to  communicate  the 
aide  and  against  the  same  wall  of  the  results  of  a  series  of  investigations  into 
thorax,  ^and  percussion  practised  out-  which  I  had  been  myself  led  by  the  un- 
side  the  thorax,  alternately  over  one  and  certainty  which  prevailed  with  regard 
the  other, — and  the  one  gave  purely  a  to^  the  sense;  and  having  thus  pre- 
pulmonary,  and  the  other  a  fleshy  re-  mised,and  in  termstolerably  exprcss,that 
sonance.  On  repeating  the  expenment  my  purpose  was  to  submit  my  own 
in  water,  I  obtained  the  like  results,  the  views  and  inquiries,  I  was  not  pre- 
presence  of  the  denser  fluid  making  no  pared  for  being  taken  to  task  for  not 
material  diflerence.  The  lung  and  liver  naving  introduced  those  of  others  fur- 
were  then  removed  to  a  wooden  shelf,  ther  than  the  course  of  my  own  investi- 
and  percussed  mediately  with  the  gations  rendered  necessary.  The  letter 
peximeter  and  the  finger,  and  imme-  of  Mr.  Noble  contains  three  distinct 
diately  with  the  finger  or  a  scalpel,  imputations — 1,  that  1  have  not  been 
and  with  like  results  in  all  cases :  the  candid  toward  him  ;  2,  that  my  in- 
lung  gave  true  pulmonary  resonance,  ferences  are,  some  of  them,  totally  at 
and  the  liver  that  of  fleshy  parts,  hepa-  variance  with  recognized  principles  of 
tized  lung,  &c.  The  same  experiment  physiology  ;  and,  3,  that  the  accuracy 
was  repeated  on  a  marble  taole,  and  of  my  facts  is  doubtful.  He  says,  "  I 
with  the  parts  successively  suspended  regret  that  in  assuming  to  have  deter- 
in  air,  and  su]>ported  on  water,  without  mined,  amongst  other  things,  that  taste 
any  material  aiflerence  of  result.  Now  is  a  special  sensation.  Dr.  Alcock  has 
these  experiments  having  been  repeated  not  had  the  candour  to  refer  to  what 
sufficiently  often,  and  being  quite  simple,  had  been  previously  offered  to  the  pro- 
admit  of  but  one  interpretation,  as  I  con-  fession  by  myself."  Now,  sir,  were  it 
ceive,  viz.  that  the  wall  of  the  chest  is  even  so, — were  it  true  that  I  had  not 
not  the  source  of  the  soft  pulmonary  or  referred  to  what  had  been  previously 
dull  hepatic  resonance,  which  are  owing  offered  to  the  profession  by  Mr.  Noble, 
mainly,  and,  practically  speaking,  we  still  the  want  of  candour  is  to  be  proved. 
may  say  wholly,  to  the  lungs,  liver.  Have  I  either  detracted,  or  attempted  to 
Ace,  respectively  seated  underneath  the  detract,  from  the  originality,  the  nri- 
parietes ;  and  that  the  walls  are  but  ority,  the  validity,  the  propriety,  of  Air. 
conductors,  and  often  at  the  same  time  Noble^s  experiments  and  views?  As- 
dampers,  of  the  resonance  of  the  organs  su redly  not.  On  this  his  own  showing 
beneath  them.  they  remain,  so  far  as  I  am  concenied, 

untouched  in  all  those  respects.     How, 

"IS    TASTE    A    SPECIAL    SEN.  then,  can  the  charge  of  want  of  candour 

«5ATimM?»  Wv    to  me?    Would  Mr.  Noble  im- 

SAiiuiN  p]^  ^Ij^j  ^^  doctrine,  "that  taste  is  a 

special  sensation,"  has  originated  with 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  l""'',   Hedisolainis  it  himself:    I  have 

not,  then,  wronged  him  there.     Would 

Sir,  he  imply  that  it  was  first  suggested  \.v> 

I  HAVE  perused,  in    your  number   for  me  by  his  papers ?   llere,\sett  svac\\>\\^ 

Dec.  17,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Noble,  of  case,  and  I  did  not  avow  U,  \  ?\\v»\\^ 

Manchester,  reOcctinff  upon  the  paper  certainly  have  been  u\\cau(\'\<\  *,  \iUvVc>».w 
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assure  the  geutlemaD  that  if  be  thinks  so  and  further,  vihen  I  did  so,  I  ackiMV. 

he  is  mistakeu  :   everv  tyro  in  physio.  Jed^ed  it ;  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  what 

lo^y  knows  that,  according  to  the  popu-  obligation  I  was  under  to  go  oat  of  ■/ 

]ar  opinion,  taste  is  as  real  and  distinct  way   to  do  so,  and  to  introduce  whit 

a  sense  as  any  other ;   and  I  do  not  ask  was  not  appropriate,  inasmuch  as  the 

too  much   in  claiming  credit  for   the  data  from  wnich  I  reasoned  were  pordj 

same  amount  of  knowledge.     Or  would  anatomical  and  physiological,  whueMr. 

he  imply  that  I  ha?e  made  use  of  Am  Noble*s  data  were  pathologicaJ,— what 

labours    without    acknowledging     the  was  already  known,  since,  according  ti 

debt  ?  I  request  that  he  will  show  where  himself,  it  has  been  circulated  tbroash 

I  have  done  so,  and  I  will  make  amends ;  several  vehicles,— and  what,  it  might  be, 

but  if  he  can  not,  I  expect  that  he  will  I  did  not  regard  in  exactly  the  aaflw 

admit    the    injustice    of     bis    charge,  light  with  its  author,— what,  at  least  ii 

Again,  1  ask,  tnough  I  had  not  referred  my  judgment,  requires  to  be  confirmed, 

at  all  to  Mr.  Noble   or  his  opinions,  and  nut  beyond  doubt,  before,  to  me 

where  yet  was  the  breach  of  candour .'  Mr.  Noble's  own  phrase,  be  **can  be 

What  was  it  to  me  what  he  or  any  other  allowed  to  have  determined  the  quet* 

man  had  offered  to  the  profession,  if  it  tion." 

did  not  suit  my  purpose,  or  if  T  did  not  But  Mr.  Noble  ''claims  prioritr  is 
make  use  of  it?  And  if  not,  why  should  bavin<^  demonstrated,  by  the  best  kind 
I,  in  the  pursuit  of  my  own  investiga-  of  evidence,  that  taste  is  a  special  len- 
tions,  refer  to  it?  Am  I  not  at  liberty  sation."  Well,  be  it  so:  assuredly  I 
to  investigate  for  myself,  and  to  use  my  have  not  questioned  it;  and  I  call  upon 
judgment  and  choose  what  course  I  him  to  produce,  from  mj  paper,  any 
Avillpursue?  And  shall  I  not  pursue  it  assertion  of  priority  in  tlie  matter  at 
unmolested  so  long  as  I  do  not  trespass  all.  When  1  assert  such  a  claim,  it 
upon  that  of  others?  I  choose  one  way,  will  be  time  to  task  me  with  it;  hot  I 
and  shall  Mr.  Noble  dictate  to  me  ano-  am  not  so  puerile  as  to  put  forward  sach 
thcr  ?  Or,  cannot  one  write  his  own  pretensions  with  regard  to  a  doctriae 
views  without  violation  of  candour,  uu-  which  was  received  of  physiologists  be- 
less  he  bring  forward  at  the  same  time  fore  I  was  born;~I  only  claim  to  have 
all  the  arguments  which  may  have  been  investigated  the  question  according  to 
from  time  to  time  advanced  upon  the  my  ability  :  I  found  two  opinions  at 
subject,  whether  good,  bad,  or  indif-  hand,  and  I  sought  to  determine,  if  I 
fcrent  ?  £ach  man  thinks  his  own  the  could,  which  was  better  founded ;  and 
best ;  and  why  Mr.  Noble  should  be  if  I  have  succeeded  in  throwing  any 
conceded  a  compliment  above  his  fel-  additional  light  upon  the  subject,  I  am 
lows,  I  know  not.  Were  I  writing  a  entitled  to  Mr.  Noble's  thanks  for 
systematic  account  or  history  of  the  having  given  confirmation  to  the  view 
question,  I  should  feel  myself  bound  to  entertained  by  himself,  and  not  to  his 
bring  together  every  thing  worthy  of  censure  for  want  of  candour, 
preservation,  or  which  I  could  reach,  Secondly,  sir,  ray  inferences  are  at 
and  I  ;>bould  cerlainljr  not  omit  Mr.  variance  with  recognized  principles  of 
Noble's  cases  and  his  inferences  ;  but  physiology  ;  and  why  T  Because,  says 
not  being  in  the  present  case  either  the  Mr.  Noble,  it  is  *^  a  recognized  principle 
chronicler  or  the  trumpeter  of  any  man's  in  the  physiology  of  the  nervous  system, 
opinions,  but  only  seeking  after  satis-  that  a  simple  and  special  function  mmt 
factory  knowledge,  I  did  not  feel,  nor  have  but  one  simple  nerve  for  its  mani- 
do  T  acknowledge,  any  obligation  to  festalion."  What  doth  be  mean  here? 
have  occu])ied  my  pages,  already,  per-  One  simple  nerve  ?  Doubtless  a  dif- 
baps,  too  much  extended,  with  views  tinctner\e;  else  his  principle  is  devoid 
with  which  I  was  no  further  concerned  of  force  as  an  objection  to  my  infereucei. 
than  that  they  tended  in  the  same  direc-  And  further,  be  it  observed  that  the 
ttou  with  my  own  to  the  establishment  strict  interpretation  of  his  principle  is, 
of  an  opinion,  to  the  origin  of  which  that  the  manifestation  of  a  simple  and 
neither  party  bad  any  claim.  But,  sir,  special  function  can  have  but  one  aim- 
it  is  not  the  case  that  I  have  **  not  re-  pie  nerve ;  else,  again,  there  is  no  in- 
ft  rred  to  what  Mr.  Noble  had  offered  to  ccmsistency  in  my  opinion,  tbat  taste  has 
the  profession,"  for  I  did  refer,  when  it  two  mcflia  of  perception.  Now,  where, 
fell   within   the  limits  of  my  design ;  among  our  senses,  do  we  find  the  con- 
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firmation  of  this?  There  is  not  one  of  parts  to  which  they  are  distributed,  than 
them  which  is  not  provided  with  more  upon  their  proper  essence."  Therefore, 
nerves  than  one ;  naj,  there  is  not  one,  ir  the  battle  is  to  be  foug'ht  with  autho- 
with  the  exception,  at  the  most,  of  rities,  it  would  seem  that  they  are  to  be 
touch,  in  which  the  co-operation  of  two  had  on  both  sides,  and  that  Dr.  Alcock's 
nenres,  apparently  dissimilar,  is  not  re-  inferences  mi^ht  contradict  all  Mr. 
quired,  at  least  for  its  perfect  manifesta-  Nuble's  leading  authorities,  and  yet 
tion.  Smell  is  not  perfect  without  the  find  others  to  countenance  and  support 
fiftik  nerve.  Injure  the  fifth  nerve,  and  them  ;'nay,  that  they  might  find  autho- 
imaorosis  is  the  conscauence;  and  in  rities  in  nature — "tlie  best  kind  of  evi- 
Mr.  Noble's  own  case  or  facial  paralj^sis  dence" — to  justify  them. 
of  the  fiAh  nerve,  the  hearing  was  im-  Lastly,  sir,  facts  are  stubborn  things ; 
perfect.  The  inference,  therefore,  thus  ^'but  the  accuracy  of  the  facts  them- 
far,  is  not  inconsistent.  Again :  will  selves  must  first  he  established  ;  and 
Mr.  Noble  please  to  reconcile  with  his  that  Dr.  Alcock's  paper  furnishes  the 
reco^ized  principle,  the  fact  that,  ac-  proofs  of  such  accuracy,  most,  I  con- 
cording  to  the  hignest  anatomical  autho.  ceive,  will  be  inclined  to  disallow." 
rities,  the  auditory  nerve  is  in  many  fish  This  charge  I  know  not  how  to  treat, 
only  a  branch  of  the  fifth?  Will  he  because  it  is  equivocal  and  offensive, 
reconcile  with  it  his  own  conclusion —  leaving  an  imputation  upon  my  vera- 
perhaps,  to  avoid  imputation  of  want  of  city,  to  be  understood  according  to  the 
candour,  T  had  better  say,  though  he  reader's  pleasure ;  and  further,  because 
appears  to  dislike  the  won),  the  sugges-  he  adds,  '*  I  do  not,  however,  propose  to 
tion— that  the  chorda  tympani  and  the  examine  seriatim  and  in  detail  the  van- 
other  branches  of  Meckel's  ganglion  are  ous  proceedings  which  were  adopted  in 
the  nerves  of  taste  .♦'  They,  too,  are  this  gentleman's  expeiiments."  And  if 
branches  of  the  fifth  nerve;  and  their  not,  sir,  how  can  their  accuracy  be 
special  character  he  has  not  proved,  decided  r  or  who,  without  such  examina- 
Or,  again,  his  own  reasoning  with  re-  tion,  can  pronounce  judgment  upon 
fifard  to  the  glosso-pharyngeal  nerve,  them  ?  Mr.  Noble,  it  appears,  has  ven- 
According  to  him,  **  the  simplicity  of  tured  to  do  so.  But  wny  not  examine, 
origin  "of  that  nerve  "is  not  questioned;"  and  rigorously  too?  It  is  what  I  de- 
and  "  a  nerve  whose  origin  is  sim-  sire,  and  what  I  have  endeavoured  to 
pie,  can  subserve  one  function  only."  do  myself:  I  do  not  pretend  to  infalli- 
Vet,  if  he  take  the  trouble  to  examme  bility,  and  I  promise,  when  convicted  of 
the  distribution  of  the  nerve  in  question,  error,  to  acknowledge  it.  This  question 
lie  will  find  abundant  reason  to  doubt  its  I  leave  to  Mr.  Noble  to  answer  :  I  can- 
singleness  of  function.  But  Sir  Charles  not  suppose  that  he  would  pronounce  a 
Beu  and  other  leading  authorities  de-  judgment  which  he  was  unaole  to  main- 
cide  in  favour  of  Mr.  Noble.     Be  it  so  ;  tain. 

bnt  are  there  none  of  a  different  opinion  One  obligation,  however,  I   owe  to 

entitled    to  consideration  ?       I   would  Mr.  Noble,  and  I  hasten  to  acknowledge 

suggest  to  Mr.  Noble,  even  for  curio-  it.     His  letter  has  led  me  to  discover  a 

isitjr  sake,  to    consult    the   writings  of  misconception  into  which  I  have  fallen 

Magendie,  and  he  will  find  that  that  with  regard  to  Mayo's  repetition  of  the 

physiologist  almost  goes  the  length  of  experiments  of  Panizza      In  my  peni- 

maintaining  that  the  fifth   nerve  sub-  sal  of  his  paper  upon  the  subject,  in  a 

serves  the  three  senses  of  smell,  sight,  former  number  of  the  Gazette,  I  un- 

and  hearing ;  also  those  of  Dumeril  and  derstood  him  to  say  that  he  had  divided 

Serres,  from  which  he  will  learn  that  the'  glosso-pharyngeal    nerve   on  one 

those  authorities   are  of  opinion   that,  side,    and  tne  lingual   branch    of  the 

though  the  dolphin  has  not  got  an  ol-  fifth  on   the  other;   whereas,  on   refe- 

lactory  nerve,  yet  that  it  enjoys  the  rence,  1  find  that  it  is  **  lingual  branch 

sense  of  smell  through  the  fifth ;   and  of  the  same  nerve  on  the  other. '^    The 

that  several  animals  which  are  devoid  experiment,  as  I  understood  it,  appeared 

of  optic  nerves,  can  yet  see  by  means  of  to  me  inconclusive,  and  I  have  said  so ; 

the  fifth.    And  further,  that  Cuvier,  who  but  I  take  thus  the  earliest  occasion  to 

is  entitled  to  some  respect  in  those  mat-  correct  my  mistake,  which   I  can  ex- 

tersy  held   *'  that  the  diflPerence  of  the  plain    only   by   the   use  of  the   terms 

functions  of  the  nerves  depends  rather  "  lingual  branch,"  inasmuch  as  the  lin- 

upon  the  diflTereut  organization  of  the  gual  portion  of  the  nerve  is  not  in  the 
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dog  a  sin^^le  braiicb,  but  a  leash  of  cases  that  have  fallen  within  the  Im 

branches,  amon^  which  it  is  not  pos-  few  weeks,  have  been   atrikinglj  dif- 

sible  to  distinguish,  in  ihe  living  ani-  ferent;  for  in  the  nurse  just  mentioDed 

nial,  those  especially  intended  fur  the  there  was  no  trace  of  disease  in  tbeali- 

ton^ue  from  the  rest,  and  by  the  habit,  mentarjr  canal,  neither  was  there  aaj 

which  I  have  for  some  time  adopted,  of  injection  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain: 

calling     the    **  gustatory "   nerve    (so  and  the  only  morbid  appearance  fomd 

called)  simply  *'  the  lingaal  branch  of  was  effusion  of  serum  into  the  araeh- 

the  fifth."— I  remain,  sir,  iioid  cavity ;  while,  in  a  bor  that  died 

Your  obedient  servant,  in  King's  ward,   the    foUielea    of  the 

B.  Alcock.  colon   were    generally    enlar)ged   and 

Dabiin,  Dec.  26. 1836.  *u"'"?^^j  marted,  the    appeaniiea  if 

the  head  being  also  trifling.     I  should 

have  anticipated  the  best  results  from 

DR.  R.  WILLIAMS  ON  FEVER,  the  use  of  enemata  in  this  latter  case, 

AND  THE    -ELEMENTS  OF  MEDICINE."  ^ut  the  patient  obstinately  opposed  thcif 

use;  and  it  is  singular,  he  was  more 
affected  with  delirium  than  the  nurse. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  3Iedical  Gazette.  ^  '^*>«  '»*»«»**1  adversary  with  whom  I 

nave  to  contend,  and  who  evidently  hu 

^^R*  left  the  university  much  later  than  my- 

I  FEEL  much  obliged  to  the  reviewer  of  self,  will,  I  am  sure,  not  be  offended 

the  Elements  of  Medicine  for  pointing  when   I  state  I  do  not  understand  his 

out  a  typographical   error   which   had  logic.     This  art  has  never  been  made 

escaped   me,  and    in   which  the   word  plain   to  ordinary  understandings,  and 

Mved   has  been    substituted    fur   loit.  I  am  quite  sure,  had  Mrs.  Glass  affirmed 

The  passage  should  have  been  thus :— >  "  there  is  but  one  famous  Christmas. 

**  The  cholera  was  preceded  and  accom-  pudding  known  in  this  country,  and 

panied,  and  followed  by,  a  fever  of  great  that  is  made  of  plums,"  that  no  power 

severity,  and  the  treatment  by  enemata  could   have  persuaded  her  she  had  as« 

in  those  years  has  been  by  no  means  so  sertcd,  **  therefore,  all  our  puddings  are 

successful,  one  being  lost  out  of  four  or  made  of  plums.''    The   disjunction  of 

five."  the  substantive  from  its  adjective,  is,  I 

As  the  value  of  the  work  depends  aU  apprehend,  unprecedented  in  reasoning, 
together  on  the  soundness  of  the  prin-  I  certainly  am  astonished,  when  evciy 
ciples  on  which  it  is  based,  it  may  not  medical  authority  admits  nine-tenths,  at 
be  unimportant  for  me  to  state,  that  we  least,  of  the  patients  labouring  under 
have  had  this  season,  in  St.  Thomas's  typhus,  pass  into  a  brown -tongue  stage 
Hospital,  the  strongest  confirmations  of  of  greater  or  less  intensity,  any  douot 
the  contagious  nature  of  typhus  fever,  can  exist  that  it  is  a  law  of  the  disease, 
Earl^  ill  the  autumn,  two  cases  were  the  typhoid  poison  does  not  wear  itself 
admitted  into  Edward's  ward,  ill  of  a  put,  or  else  the  patient  does  not  become 
severe  fever,  and,  in  a  short  time  after-  insensible  to  the  action  of  the  poisoa 
wards,  four  other  patients  in  the  same  until  it  has  produced  the  greatest  state 
ward  were  seized  with  the  disease,  of  depression  consistent  with  human 
while  the  sister  and  nurse  also  caught  existence ;  for  surely  every  law  is  de- 
it.  The  sister  suffered  very  severely,  so  duced  from  the  great  majority  of  facts, 
that  many  thought  it  impossible  she  and  though  rendered  less  universal,  is 
could  recover,  and  her  symptoms  were  not  superseded  by  the  exceptions.  I  an 
remarkable,  for  her  pulse,  which  beat  also  surprised  that  the  "  Elements  of 
the  other  day  at  84,  was  counted  for  Medicine"  should  have  been  considered 
several  days  during  the  fever  as  low  as  as  an  improper  title,  and  as  synonymous 
32  and  33  in  a  minute.  She*  recovered  with  what  is  usually  termed  an  cdemen- 
by  the  use  of  the  enemata,  a  few  leeches  tary  work.  CuUen  adopted  **  First 
to  the  abdomen,  and  mustard  poultices ;  Lines"  as  the  title  of  his  book,  although 
but  the  nurse,  an  aged  woman,  died.  it  was  the  profoundest  treatise  on  medi- 

Thc  pathological  phenomena  in  two  cine  then  extant.    But  this  great  man 
compared,  in  his  own  mind,  the  little 

*  8oda-water,  the  bettof  Maline  medicineii,  was  that    was   kuown    of   OUr  Vast    SCiencc, 

allowed  ad  Mbitum.  but  she  coiild  uot,  after  a  «.:|K  what  K»maiiipd  tn  h#»  Acr^mnlitJuHl 

bottle  or  two  had  been  taken,  be  persuaded  lo  ^  "."  )^»at  remailiea  10  oe  acCOmpiIl»ncU, 

persevere,  and  its  eibibition  was  abandoned.  and  clcarly  saW  bis  sketch  was  ouly  de^- 
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iined  to  lead  the  way  to  greater  disco-  and    bicuspid    teelh.       The    extreme 

▼eries;  and  the  proportions  of  a  child  breadth    to     which   those  walls    were 

are  not  more  dissimilar  to  those  of  the  separated  was    about   an  inch,    which 

man  than  is  the  sjstem  of  Cullen  to  the  rendered  her  cheek  prominent*     Both 

{»resent  state  of  medical  science.     I  be-  the   inner  and  outer  gum   were  more 

leTe  there  is  no  error,  therefore,  in  the  than  usually  va^scular  and  tumid,  and 

title  I  have   adopted.     I   reasoned  as  pressure  on  either  occasioned  pain.  The 

Cullen  had  reasoned  before  me,  and  had  teeth  had  been  either  removed  or  had 

certainlj  no  intention  of  misleading  the  come  away  spontaneously,  at  a  date  of 

public.    It  is  not,  however,  my  inten-  many  years  antecedent  to  the  first  ap- 

tion  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  line  of  pearance  of  the  disease.      The  alveoli 

Pope—  were  occupied  bv  the  diseased  growth, 

••  Ten  censure  wronir,  for  one   who  writes  which,  apparently   arising    from   their 

•miM  ;**  base,  extended  upwards  to  the  level  of 

tut  to  thank  him  for  his  courtesy  in  at.  \^,^  swollen  gum,  in  the  form  of  thread- 
IribatiDg  the  error  he  has  pointed  out  to  ^^^^  processes,  terminating  either  m 
its  right  cause ;  to  assure  him  the  leaf  "-ounded  or  acuminated  extremities ;  the 
that  contained  it  is  already  cancelled  in  ^''^le  possessing  a  sort  of  verrucous  or 
the  unsold  copies ;  and  to  add  that  your  cauliflower  character.  The  disease  ex- 
kind  insertion  of  this  admission  of  the  ^f  "^^^  *»eyond  the  original  situation  of 
mistake  in  your  valuable  journal,  may,  ^^^  }^^^  H?""  ^^  .posterioriy,  and 
perhaps,  enable  some  of  those  who  pos-  reached,  in  the  direction  of  the  sym- 
Ibe  work  to  correct  it.  P*»J"8'  *>«  ^"^  bicuspid. 


I  remain  sir  ^^  other  structure  appeared  to  be  111- 

Your  obedieit  servant,  jo^^^e^.  and  the  basis  of  the  bone,  as 

Robert  Williams.  Mewise  the  cervical  glands,  were  to  all 

39.  Bedford  Place,  appearance  healthy.       .      .     ^     ^     . 

BiusellSqaare.Dec.  29,  1830.  -Ihe    disease    bad    existed    about   SIX 

months,  and  was  attended  by  consider- 
able  daitiug   pain,  recurring  at    irre- 
CASES  IN  OPERATIVE  SURGERY;  gular  intervals,    which  increased   to  a 

degree  suflicient   to  occasion  sleepless 

WITH  BEMABKS.  uights  and  generally  impaired  health. 

The  slightest  violence  produced  bleed- 

To  tke  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  |!^f  tSdblJl*  'wd  Vu*  imYto^iw 

gm  likewise  on  the  increase  at  tne  date  of 

her  visit  to  me. 
If  you  consider    the   following  cases        j  had  no  doubt,  on  inquiry  and  ex- 
deserving  of  publication  in  your  journal,  aniination,  of   the  necessity  of  ite  re- 
tJi^y  are  at  your  service.  moval;  and  being  unwilling  to  under- 
Believe  me,  sir,  lake    a    large    operation    without  the 
Your  obedient  servant,  concurrence  of  some  professional  per- 
F.  C.  Skev,  gQu    I  requested    the  opinion   on   the 

*S^!i;Sl;t"..T,?.i?.l'«Sr  ««  of  my  fnend  Mr Aiern.n,  who 

^^  _.   .         -  coincided  with  me  in  the  necessity  of 

^!L^Xy^*  an  early  operation,  although,  like  my- 

self,  he  was   uncertain  of  the  precise 

Removal  of  a  portion  of  the  Lov:er  nature  of  the  disease. 

Jaw.  I  performed  the  operation  on  the2&th 

Hrs.  M.,  aged  66,  residing  at  Wim-  of  September  last.     I  had  previously 

Uedon,    accompanied   by  Mr.  Taple^,  seen  several  similar  operations  for  the 

Jier  medical  attendant,  consulted  me  m  removal  of  the  half  ot  the  lower  jaw, 

the  latter  end  of  September  last,  rela-  but  in  each  an  incision  was  made,  wnich 

tive  to  a  diseased  condition  of  the  lower  appeared  to  me  in  some  degree  objec- 

jaw.      On    examination,  I   found    the  tion  able,  viz.  that  of  the  cneek,  com- 

w^k  of  the  bone  on  the  right  side  con-  mencing  at  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  and 

wditnlkAy  separated  by  a  morbid  growth  extending    outwards    to    the  masseter 

«r  a  flOMewbat  reniarkable  character,  muscle.    This,  for  reasons  I  shall  here- 

oecopying  the  situation  of  the  molar  after  state,  appeared  to  me  unnecessary 
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lu  this  case.     Having  placed   the  pa-  full  extent  of  tbe  disease,  which  had 

tient  in  a  convenient  position,  f  iq^de  apparently  commenced  io  the    alveoli, 

an  incision  from  the  symphysis  to  the  and  extended  in  the  direction  upwards 

an^le  of  the  jaw  down  to  the  bone,  and  by    the   formation    of  the    tfaread-likc 

divided  the  facial  artery,  which  I  im-  processes   I    have   above     alluded  to. 

mediately  tied.     Introducinor  the  fore-  It   had  likewise   extended     backwards 

fing^erofmy  left  hand  into  the  "biouth,  towards  the  an^le  of  the  jaw,  in  the 

I  passed  the  knife  from  the  woand  up-  form  of  a  whitish,  somewhat  scbirroos- 

wards  between  the  cheek  and  the  fi^m,  lookiufjr  growth,  which  having  imbedded 

which  were  separated  from  each  other  itself  m    the   substance   of  tbe   bone, 

to  the   extent  of  the  external  wound,  was  ^adually  producing'  absorption  of 

Without   waiting   to  tie  many  smaller  its  more  cancellated  texture  in  tbia  di- 

vessels  that  were  bleeding  profusely,  I  rection. 

pressed  the  tongue  to  the  opposite  side,  In    reference  to   its    malignant  cha- 

and    divided    the    mucous    membrane  racter  or   otherwise,  great   uncerlaistj 

M'hich  forms  the  floor  of  the  mouth  and  existed  ;  and  it  was  exhibited  to  many 

the   attachment  of  the   mylo-hyoideus  men  eminent. in  the  profession. 

muscle  to  the  bone,  with  a  curved  knife.  Hitherto  there   has   been    no   recur- 

thc  point  of  which  was   supported  on  rence  of  the  disease,  and  her  health  ii 

my  Hnger  below,  the  inner  surface  of  perfectly  reinstated, 

the   bone  being   the  guide  for  the  in-  I  conceive  the  operation  performed  in 


physis,   which    split    through   without    operation  is  more  sim))le.   There  can  be 
difficulty,  and  I  again  introduced  them    no  error  as  regards   the  first  incision. 


had    the    whole    diseased    growth    r(^  the  facial  artery,  which  is  almost  inevi- 

moved.     I  then  observed  the  sublingual  table  to  the  other  operation.     Tbe  bone 

gland,  which  was    exposed,   and  as  it  is  more  immediately  under  the  incision, 

appeared    somewhat    indurated,    I    re-  and  consequently  more  readily  exposed, 

moved    it  with  one   or  two  strokes  of  whereas,  in  the  operation  commencing 

the  knife.     Many  vessels  were  divided,  bv  a   transverse   incision   through  the 

and  the  haemorrnagc  was  considerable,  cheek,  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  tbe 

I   tied  some  arteries  from  the  internal  diseased  bone  always  lies  more  or  less 

pterygoid  and  masseter  muscles,  and  a  concealed,  unless  the  incision  indeed  be 

branch    of  the    submental.      Wet  lint  very  extensive. 

was  applied  to  the  wound,  and  tbe  pa-        Should  secondary  haemorrhage  occur, 

tient  was  carried  to  bed.  as  in  the  above  case,  it  is  always  prefer- 

The  operation  occupied  II   minutes,  able  to  have  a   direct    rather  than  an 

In  an  hour  afterwards  I  removed  the  oblique  wound  in  the  bottom  ;  if  not,  tbe 

lint,  and  as  all  tendency  to  bleed  had  blood  may  accumulate, 
apparently  ceased,  I  united  the  sides  of        If  the  external  wound  be  immediately 

the  wound  by   means   of  two  sutures,  over  the  bleeding  vessels,  the  tricklmg 

and  requested  that  wet  lint  might  be  from  the  wound  would   admonish  the 

reapplied  over  them.  attendants  of  the  impending  evil. 

Jn  six  hours  after  the  operation,  in  I  am  aware  that  much  may  depend 
consequence  of  an  attempt  to  speak,  on  the  extent  of  the  disease,  which  may 
such  considerable  hcemorrbage  recurred  involve  not  only  the  base  of  the  bone  as 
as  to  induce  Mr.  Tapley  to  divide  the  far  as  the  angle,  but  even  the  ramus  at 
sutures  and  expose  the  wound.  The  high  as  the  condyle  or  coracoid  process; 
bleeding  ceased,  and  on  the  following  and  again,  this  extent  may  not  be  de- 
day  our  patient  was  free  from  pain,  and  terminable  till  the  operation  is  advanced. 
suffering  merely  from  symptoms  at-  But  notwithstanding  the  possibilitv  of 
tendant  on  loss  of  blood.  There  arose  these  difficulties,  I  should  prefer*  the 
no  other  drawback  to  her  recovery,  and  division  along  the  basis,  because,  under 
she  was  convalescent  in  a  montfi  after  all  circuinsUnces,  a  considerable  part  of 
the  operation.  the   ramus,  probably  iu  inferior  half, 

A  section  of  the  bone  exhibited  the  might  be  c(;mmandcd  from  the  lower 
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wound  ;  and  should  the  disease  be  found  defect  which  involved  his  persona]  ap- 

to    extend   beyond   the   part    exposed,  pearance. 

I  conceive  it  would  be  perfectly  unob-  From  the  days  of  his  boyhood  he  had 

jectionable  to  make  a  division  across  suffered  considerable   annoyance   from 

the   masseter,  which  would   avoid  the  the  discoloration  of  his  nose  on  exposure 

otherwise  necessary  injury  to  the  portio  to  cold.      He  complained  that  he  could 

dara  nerre,  effected  by  a  vertical  one.  never  keep  it  at  the  rigfht  tint  of  colour— 

The  prospective   advantagpe   is   that  warmth  reddened,  and  cold  blanched  it. 

which  arises  from  avoidingr  the  deformity  With  a  view  to  meet  the  effects  occa- 

riroduced  by  the  division  of  the  face,  sioned  by  the  variation  of  temperature, 

n  the  case  above  detailed,  the  deformity  he  carried    in   his    waistcoat  pocket    a 

is  so  sligfht  as  to  be  almost  imnercepti-  quantity  of  chalk,  with  which  he  was 

ble.    There  remains  a  slight  hollowness  accustomed  to  rub  his  nose  as  occasion 

of  the  cheek  on  that  side,  but  nothing^  required. 

to  indicate  that  so  severe  an  operation  Afler  a  time,  however,  this  expedient 

had  been  performed.  failed  him,  and  he  made  a  serious  re- 
quest to  a  medical  e-entleman  to  cut  off 

Taliacotian  or  Rhinoplastic  Operation.  ^^«  °°s«'  ?"^  make  him  another  of  bet- 
ter materials.     On  the  refusal  of  this 

W.  Detheridure,  aged  52,  called  on  gentleman  to  accede  to  his  wish,  he  re- 

me  abont  the  latter  end  of  August  last,  turned  home,  and  with  his  own  hand 

with  a  letter  from  a  medical  friend,  con-  cut  off  the  extremity  of  the  offending 

taiiiing  a  request  that  I  would  examine  organ,    by    an    incision    which    com- 

his  face,  with  a  view  to  the  performance  menced  about  one- eighth  of  an  inch  be- 

of  the  Taliacotian  operation.  low  the  nasal  bones,  and  passed  down 

The  man   stated   that  he   had   been  obliquely  to  the  middle  of  the  lateral 

at  Tarious  times  under  the  advice  of  ex-  cartilages.     He  then  renewed  his  apnli- 

perienced   and   eminent  surgeons,  but  cation  to  the  surgeon,  in  the  hope  tnat 

that  all  had  declined  his  most  urgent  all  objections  were  removed, 

request  that  some   attempt  might    be  •   On  the  assurance  of  the  man*s  mental 

made  to  amend  his  unhappy  condition  sanity,  by  two  medical  gentlemen  of  the 

of  features  attendant  on  die  partial  loss  highest  professional  respectability,  who 

of  bis  nose.  had  known  him  for  many  years,  and  in- 

Tbere  was  an  earnestness  in  the  man's  iluenced  by   his  own  urgent  entreaty, 

appeal,  almost  imploring  my  assistance,  repeated  in  defiance  of  my  assurances 

accompanied  by  the  assurance  that  he  that  the  operation  would  be  both  a  tedi- 

could  not  live  to  be  the  object  of  scorn  ous  and  a  painful  one,  and  possibly  at 

and   derision   of  all  his  acquaintance,  last  unsuccessful,  I  consented  to  under- 

tbat  induced  me  to  believe  that  there  take  it. 

were  some  grounds  for  the  suspicion  The  operation  was  commenced  by 
that  he  was  the  subject  of  insanity.  On  pariuj^  off  the  skin  covering  the  re- 
investigating the  circumstances  at-  maiiiing  part  of  the  nose,  leaving  well 
tending  the  case,  I  ascertained  that  he  defined  margins  all  around.  This  the 
bad  been  endeavouring  for  twenty  years  man  bore  with  the  most  stoical  indiffer- 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  some  surgeon  to  ence,  as  indeed  he  did  every  stage  of 
undertake  the  operation,  but  all  had  the  operation.  He  felt  himself  the  hero 
prudently  declined.  He  seemed  to  con-  of  the  day,  with  which  something  of 
aider  me  in  the  light  of  a  last  hope,  and  the  ridiculous  was  blended,  as  though 

"      "      to  bij 


the  profession  had  declined,  and  in  this  an  hour,  during  which  time  the  wound 
be  certainly  succeeded,  but  not  till  I  had  was  sponged  with  cold  water,  and  at 
convinced  myself  that  bis  eccentricities  length  covered  with  lint,  and  the  blood 
were  referable  to  too  obvious  causes  to  allowed  to  coagulate.  When  the  bleed- 
render  my  refusal  ineyitable  on  that  ing  had  ceased,  having  preriously 
score.  marked  with  a  pen  and  ink  the  exact 
I  considered  the  man  to  pos}(es8  a  large  form  and  dimensions  of  the  skin  to  be 
share  of  personal  vanity,  and  to  be  ex-  remored  from  the  right  brow,  and  which 
ceedingij  and  morbidly  sensitive  to  any  were  in  all  dimensions  more  than  suffi- 
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cientlj  largfe  to  cover  the  surface  ex-  agfent  of    his  pofisewing  it.     At  the 

posed,  I  divided  around,  bavingf  a  bridle  beauty  of  the  nasal  orH^n   nmat  ever 

directed  towards  the  root  of  the  nose,  of  continue  a  matter  of  taste  nmonf^  the 

about  half  an  inch  in  breadth.     From  community  at  lare^,  I  cannot  speak  of 

this  flap,  thus  almost  insulated,  sundry  its  relative  merit  m  this  instance,  but  a 

arteries  from  the  frontal  bled  considcra*  man  has  probably  the  best  rig-ht  to  ap- 

bly,  and  one  among'  the  largest  poured  preciate  bis  own  ;  and  be,  bein^  a  vam 

out  its  blood,  per  saltum^  from  the  point  man,  is  pleased,  so  I  am  satisfied ;  and 

or  tongue  into  which  the  flap  was  pro-  perhaps  I  may  venture  to  add,  that  ge- 

long^ed,  and  which  was  destined  for  the  neral  report  speaks  favourablj  of  it. 

septum.  The  great  difficulty,   I  imagine,  ia 

Before  the  flap  could  be  finally  ad-  cases  of^this  kind,  arises  from  the  dis- 

justed  on  the  nose,  more  than  half  an  similar    character  of  the  integiimeiits 

liour  was  occupied    in    arresting  the  employed,  to  those  for  which  tbey  art 

bleeding^  from  it,  and  I  was  compelled,  substituted.      It  is   impossible,    by   a 

though  somewhat  unwillingly,  to  place  single   operation   (at  leaat  tbe  attmpt 

a  li|^ature  on  a  vessel  that  bled  most  would  in  all  probability  fail),  to  ibna 

Eertmaciously    from  the  side    of   the  a  nose  of  natural  dimensions  from  the 

ridle.     During  this  process  the  tempe-  forehead,  because  the  integuments  of 

rature  of  the  flap  became  much  reduced,  the  nose  and  face  generally  are  thin, 

and    the  surface  of  the  nose  was  again  whereas  those  of  the  forehead  are  of 

covered  with  coagula.  These  being  care-  more  than  ordinary  thickness.     Indeed, 

fully  removed,  the  flap  was  turned  at  under  an^  circumstannes,    I    presaoM 

the  bridle  and  laid  down  over  the  nose,  that  considerable   thickness  woaM  he 

which  it  was  found  to  fit  accurately.  required   to    insure    circulation  of  the 

Fine  sutures  were  introduced  down  blood, 

each  side,  at  a  distance  from  each  other  In  the  above  case  I  have  succeeded  to 

of  about  one-third   of  an  inch ;    and,  some  extent  in  reducing  the  portly  cba- 

flnally,  I  fixed  up  the  tongue  of  the  flap  racter  it  at  first  posses^,  by  means  of 

by  t%vo  sutures  passed  across  it,  tbrougo  a  pair  of  forceps  constructed  for  thepar^ 

its  bleeding  surface,  and  carried  through  pose  of  obtaining  lateral  pressure,  the 

the  lower  edge  of  the  old  septum  :  these  two  blades  of  woich  are  curved  to  (it 

two   last,   therefore,   did   not  penetrate  the  nose.    It  appears  to  me  impossible 

the  skin.  to  complete  ah  operation  for  maaing  an 

The  time  occupied  by  the  operation  artificial  nose  at  '*  one  sitting;^   die 

itself  did  not  exceed  twenty  minutes,  margins  must  be  more  or  less  abrupt, 

although     tbe    man    was    under    the  and  the  bulk  large.    In  tbe  above  case 

hands  of  his  attendants   for  fully   as  T  have  reduced  this  by  two  or  three  sub 

long  a  period   as    I   had  anticipated,  sequent  operations,  in  each  of  which  I 

Heoad  a  slight  attack  of  erysipelas  in  have  removed  considerable  portions  of 

the  following  week,  but  notwitnstand.  the  new  integument;  and  we  are  thus 

ing  this   the  integuments   united   per-  enabled  to  make  a  cleaner  adjustment 

fectly.     In  one  or  two  places,  a  groove  of  the  two   edges,  between  wbicb  the 

was  left  between  the  old  and  new  sur-  former    cicatrix    should    be    included, 

faces.      These   defects   I    have  subse-  Considering  the  motives  for  the  onera- 

quentljr  amended  by  removal,  at    the  tion,  I  do  not  imagine  that  any  oosta- 

same  time   with  a  view  of  reducing  the  cle   to   these  pruning  incisions  woald 

necessary  bulk  of  the  or^an  within  mo-  arise  on  the  part  of  the  patient, 

derate  dimensions,  and  in  this  I  think  As  so  mucn  depends  on  tbe  exact  ap- 

I  have  succeeded.  position   of   the  opposing  surfaces,  it 

For  six  weeks  afler  the  operation,  all  appears  to  me  that  in  this,  as  in  all 

the  external  sensations  of  the  new  organ  operations  on  the  face,  too  much  care 

were  referred  to  the  forehead,  and  to  the  cannot  be  bestowed  in  accomplishing 

exact  spot  which  corresponded  to  the  this  object.    I  am  myself  in  tbe  habit 

part  touched.    These,  however,  ceased  of  applying,  in  addition  to  one  or  two 

the  moment  I  made  a  division  near  the  large,  several  exceedinjgly  small  sutures, 

root  of  the  nose,  fur  the  purpose  above  to  the  purpose  of  attaining  the  desired 

alluded  to,  and  they  have  not  returned,  end  ;  these  latter,  however,  I  geueraUy 

The  man  is  proud  of  his  new  acquisi-  remove  within  about  30  boun  afUr  tlie 

tion,   and   I  do  not  regret  being  the  operation. 
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ON  THE  don   PbannacopcEia,   and    we  propose 

w,»*^*,rr.  ^r.  «,«T^  T^TAnunAnnjr       now  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  certain 
HEIGHT  OF  TjIE  DIAPHRAGM.      ^^^^j^^^  ^^  i^     ^^  j,^^^  ^,^3^^  ^t^j^j 

that  many  new  and  valuable  remedies 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.    Yi2LYt  been  introduced,  and,  so  far,  much 
^  service  has  been    rendered  to  medical 

»  .       1      J.  .  science ;  but  as  we  are  "  nothing  if  not 

OiiE  of  the  most  singular  discoveries,  to  critical,"  we  shall  proceed  to  point  out 
which  I  have  been  led  in  connexion  general  objections  which  occur  to  us : 
with  cerUin  researches  into  physical  and  first  we  must  say,  that,  considering 
signs,  is  the  utter  ;>rflc*icaZ  ignorance  ^^  leu^h  of  time  the  work  has  been 
generally  prevailing  amongthe  medical  j^  preparation,  a  list  of  "  Errata  and 
men  I  have  conversed  with,  as  to  the  Corrigenda''  ought  not  to  have  been 
heigrht  at  which  the  diaphragm  is  situ-  necessary.  Yet  both  in  the  octavo  and 
ate  in  different  individuals.  gmaJl  edition  we  find  one:  a  convinc- 

Some  there  are  who  can,  with  a  to-  j„g  p^^f  of  inexcusable  carelessness^ 
lerable  approach  to  accuracy,  state  from  ^^^e  particularly  as  the  principal  errors 
books  or  lectures  its  average  height,  but  ^^  ^^^  attributable  to  the  printer.  For 
who  start  with  surprise,  if  not  with  fear,  ^i^^  ^^jj^  ^,f  11,^  College,  it  had  been 
when  its  real  height  in  their  own  case  ^\^^^^  j„  our  opinion,  to  have  cancelled 
is  pointed  out  to  them.  Others,  with  ^^^  leaves  requiring  correction,  and 
acomful  incredulity,  draw  from  their  ^jjj^i,  might  have  been  effected  at  a 
own  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  point  y^j  trifling  cost, 
arsruments  to  invalidate  the  accuracy  of  f„  jjjg  Preface,  allusion  is  made  to  the 
signs  which  I  have,  in  the  presence  of  attempted  production  of  a  British  Phar- 
competent  judges,  put  to  the  test  on  the  macopceia— that  is,  a  joint  Pharmaco- 
living  or  the  dead,  or  m  both  these  p^eia  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
states.  land.      The  Allure  of  this  laudable  at> 

This  ignorance  is  the  more  remark-  x^^^x  jg  ascribed  to  the  great  distance 
able,  as  it  is  not  confined  to  mere  of  the  parties  from  each  other ;  which, 
tyros  in  medicine,  but  extends  to  men  however,  we  cannot  admit  to  be  a  suf- 
who  bare  been  long  and  successfully  en-  ficient  reason,  and  we  cannot  but  sus- 
gaged  in  the  study  of  morbid  ana-  pect  that  other  difficulties,  of  an  entirely 
tomj.  ^  different  nature,  have   also  operated  in 

It  is  not  mj  present  business  curiously  preventing  this  desirable  consummation, 
to  inquire  into  the  means  which  the  Article*  struch  out.-^ln  the  "  Ma. 
great  authorities  on  percussion  and  aus-  xeriA  Medico,"  we  observe  that  a  few 
culUtion  must  be  supposed  to  be  in  articles  conUined  in  the  former  edition 
pouession  of,  in  order  to  give  them  a  are  now  omitted— namely,  Fucus  vesi- 
facility  and  precision  of  diagnosis  which  culosus,  Helleborus  foetidus,  Linum 
seem  to  be  scarcely  compatible  with  a  catharticum,  and  Rubia  tinctorum. 
want  of  knowledge  as  to  the  height  and  Many  other  subsUnces,  in  our  opinion, 
different  degrees  of  obliquity  of  the  migKt  also  have  been  left  out ;  as  Ox- 
diaphragm  in  the  cases  that  come  under  alis  Acetosella,  Rumex  Acetosa,  Acorus 
their  notice.— I  remain,  sir.  Calamus,  Malva  sylvestris,  Cardamine 

Your  obedient  servant,  pratensis,    Cydonia    vulgaris,    Laurus 

Edwin  Harrison.        nobilis.   Allium  porrum,  Ostrea  edulis 
Dec. SI,  18S0.  {Testa),  Tussilago  farfara.  Sec. 

^ «^__—        Articles  iw/rorfiicerf.— Under  the  head 

of  *'  Materia  Medica,"  we  observe  the 
ANALYSES  and  NOTICESof  BOOKS,    following     new      remedies :  —  Barytse 

carbonas,  Brominium,  Chimaphila  co- 

ry mbosa,  Creasoton  (described  as  *'Oxy- 

-I-'AnteuTtttiie  *«lJdngercequtl«lecUafM    hjdro-carburetum    ex  oleo   pyroxylico 

i«*k.bMfer/^'AL.M«.aT.  piratum"),    Diosma    crenaU,    Efffota 

,     ■»  •      (Acinula  clavus),    Ferri    percyanidum 

Pkmrmae&mna  CoUegii  Regalu  iWedt-    (commonly  termed  Prussian  blue),  lodi- 

ccrmm  Londinensis.     1836.     Printed    njuni^  Lobelia  inflata,    Strychnos  Nux 

bj  Order  of  the  College.  vomica,  Cissampelos  Pareira,  Phospho- 

In  oar  number  of  the  24th  ult ,  we  no-    rus,  Potassoe  chlonis,  Potassii  ferrocya^ 

ticed  the  appearance  of  the  New  Lon-    nidum  (the  prussiate  of  potash  of  the 
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shops),  and  Helonias  oflicinalis  (Saba-  It  is,  therefore,  sotnewlMtfaiprisinii^tliat 

dilla).  the   CoUege   should  gite  Mr.  Don  the 

Amon^  the  "  Proeparata  et  Compo-  credit    of  discovering'    the   true  jalap 

sita,"   the  following  are  the  principal  plant,  which    is    justlj    dne    to    Mr. 

new   articles :  —  Acctuni    Cantharaais,  Nuttall,  and   that  thej   should   prefo 

Acidum   hydrocyaniciini  dilutum,  Aci-  quoting  manuscripts  to   published  pt- 

duni  phosphoricum  dilutum,  Aconitina,  pers. 

Morphia,    Murphiee   acetas,     Mor))hi8e        Ergot  of  rift  is  assumed  by  the  Col- 

hydrochloras,  Quinae  disulphas,  Strych-  lege   to   be  a  fungus,    and    is  nained 

uin,  Veratria,  Carbo  animalis  purificata,  "  Aciuula  clavu$,^*     In  the  present  state 

Argenti    cjunidum,    Barii    chloridum,  of  our  knowledjife  with  respect  to  this 

Calx    chlorinata,  Hydrargyri  bicyani-  product,    this  decisipn,  to  saj  the  leait 

dum,    Hydrargyri   icididuni  et  biniodi-  of  it,  is  premature-     Botanists  are  far 

dun),  Plumbi  chloridum,  Plumbi  iodi-  fnmi  being  decided  on   its  nature,  and 

dum,  Plunibi  oxyduni    hydratum,   Li-  one  of  the  latest  writers  on  Fungi  (Rer. 

quor  potassae  effervescens,  Potassii  bro-  M.  J.  Berkeley,  in  Vol.  V.,  Part  II.  of 

miduni,    Potassii  iodidum,  Liquor  Po-  Smith's  "  English  Fhra*^  s«y»»  **  It 

tassii  iudidi  compositus,   Liouor  soHee  appears  to  be  only  a  diseased  state  of 

effervescens,   and  Liquor  soaoe  chlori-  the  grain,  and  has  scarcely  a  sufficient 

matse.  claim  to  be  admitted  amongst  fungi  as 

Botany, — In    the    botanical    depart-  a  distinct  genus.     The  only  way  oide- 

meut  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  we  find  the  ciding  the  point  would   be  to  institute 

words    buibiiMf    rhizoma^  and    cormus^  inquiries  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it 

have  in  several  places  been  very  pro-  commences  its  growth,   as   Brongniart 

perly  substituted  for   radix \  which,  in  has  done   respecting   Urtdo    Segetum. 

the  last  edition  of  the  Phrmacopoeia,  The  external  coat  is  subfarinaceous,  and 

was  applied  indiscriminately  to  several  very   different  from  any  thing  I  bare 

vegetable  organs.     This  term    is  still  seen  in  Sclerotium.^* 
employed  to  designate  the  officinal  part        Rheum  palmatum  is  still  retained  in 

of  Vcratrum   album,  but  a  superficial  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  the  mother-plaot 

examination  of  this  substance  will  con-  of  the  rhubarh  of  the  shops,   thouf^ 

vince  any  one  that  it  is  not  applicable,  the  statement  is  supported  by  verjrslen- 

The  word  yrtic/iif  is  properly  introduced  der  evidence.     The  principal  argument 

in  several  places  where,  formerly,  the  in  favour  of  the  dictum  of  the  College, 

term  setnina  was  employed  ;  as  in  Ane-  is,  that  of  all  hnown  species  of  Rheum, 

thum,  Anisum,  Coriaudrum,  Sec,  the  palmatum  yields  a  root  which  agrees 

Jalap  root  is  declared,  on  the  autho-  best  with  our  officinal  rhubarb.     But  it 

rity  of  "  Don,  MS." !  to  be  the  produce  is  well  know  n  that  the  Bucharians  dc- 

of  IpomoDa  Jalapa.     Now  it  is  several  clared  to  Pallas  they  were  unacouainted 

years  since   the  plant   yielding  jalap  with  the  leaves  of'^Rbeum  palmatom, 

was  described  by  an  American  botanist,  and    described   the  leaves  of  the  true 

and  declared  to  be  a  species  of  Ipnmoea,  rhubarb  plant  as  being  round,  with  a 

which  he  named   I.  Jalapa.     The  ac-  few  incisions  on  the  margin.    Sievers 

count  has  been  noticed  by  almost  every  also,   who   travelled    four  3'ears  in  the 


I  ways  found  to  differ  considerahly 

sity  of  Pennsylvania,  received,  directly  the  rhubarb  imported,  though  these  dif- 

froni     Xalappa,    several     small   jal<ip  ferences  are  usually  ascribed  (without 

plants,  in  a  growing  state;  and  having  sufficient  foundation,  however)  to  climate, 

placed  them  in  bis  garden,  succeeded  in  soil,  Sec.     Our  opinion  is,  that  the  true 

raising  ^e  with  all  the  parts  necessary  rhubarb  plant,  or  probably  plants,  are 

for  a  decision  upon  its  botanical  cha-  yet  unknown. 

ractcr.     Mr  Nuttall,  to  whom   it  was  Three  species  of  Cinchona  bark  are 

exhibited,    bad   no  hesitation  in   pro-  mentioned  —  namely,     C.    eordifolia^ 

nouncing  it  an  Ipomoea,  and  described  C.  lancifolia,  and  C\  ohlongtfoti^ ;  end 

it  with  the  title  of  Ipoiuoea  Jalapa  *."     

Journal  de  Chimie  M^dteale,  torn  he.  and  x.  (for 

*  The  Diitpensatory  of  the  Uultrd   States  of  the  yearA  I8S3  and  1834).  in  which  irUI  he  fonDd 

America,  by  G.  B.  Wood,  M.I).,  and  P.  Bache,  adriiwinfruf  the  plant;  al«n  the  last  edition  of 

If.D.    1884.     For  Hiither  Inlormittion,  consult  GnihonrlU  Hhioire  A Mg^edes  Drtgmet. 
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ihey  quote  as  tbeir  authority  Mr.  Lam-  bouring'  parts,  is  Cartbagfcna  *,  from 
ben's  work  on  the  g^enus  Cinchona,  which  place  is  exported  the  bark  termed 
We  presume  that  the  College  intend,  in  English  commerce  Carthagena  bark 
hj  the  above  names,  to  designate  the  (bj  the  Germans  called  China  Jlava 
barks  known  to  druggists  by  the  terms  dura),  and  which  is  declared,  by  the 
yelloWjOale,  and  red  bark,  united  testimonies  of  Bergen  and  Gui- 
To  toe  assumption  of  the  College,  bourt,  to  be  the  Quina  amarilla^  said  by 
that  the  Cinckona  cordifolia  yields  yel*  Mutis  to  be  the  produce  of  C.  cordifolia ; 
low  bark  (that  is,  the  bark  employed  in  whereas  the  bark  called  by  our  drug. 
the  manufacture  of  sulphate  of  quina),  gists  yellow  bark,  and  from  which  sul- 
we  reply,  there  is  no  evidence  in  its  fa-  phate  of  quina  is  procured,  is  produced 
▼our.  Mutis,  indeed,  says  that  the  most  abundantly  in  Bolivia  (formerly 
bark  called  by  the  Spaniards  Quina  Upper  Peru),  in  the  province  of  La  Paz 
amarilla  (that  is,  yellow  bark)  is  ob-  (more  than  a  thousand  miles  south  of 
tained  from  Cinchona  cordifolia  ;  but  it  Bogota),  and  is  usually  exported  from 
must  be  recollected  that  the  terms  yel-  the  ports  on  the  western  coast  of  South 
low,  pale,  red,  orange.  Sec,  applied  to  America  on  the  Pacific,  though  formerly 
barks,  are  merely  relative ;  and  we  it  was  also  shipped  from  Buenos  Ayres. 
ought  not  to  infer,  that  because  a  bark  "We  have  been  informed,"  say  Drs.Wood 
is  called  yellow  in  one  country,  it  will  and  Bache,  **  by  gentlemen  who  have 
necessarily  have  the  same  acceptation  been  long  personally  engaged  in  com- 
in  another.  That  the  Quina  amarilla  is  mercial  transactions  upon  the  Pacific 
not  our  yellow  bark,  and  that  the  Cin-  coast  of  South  America,  that  the  Cali- 
che coraifolia  does  not  yield  this  latter,  saya  bark  of  commerce  (yellow  bark  of 
we  think  the  following  facts  sufficiently  English  druggists)  is  originally  ob- 
testify  : —  tained  chiefly,  if  not  exclusively,  at  the 
1.  **  Many  authors  (says  Guibourt)  Port  of  Arica,  whither  it  is  brought 
jet  attribute  the  true  calisaya"  the  from  the  interior  provinces  of  Bolivia." 
name  by  which  our  yellow  bark  is  usu-  To  this  testimony  we  beg  to  add  the 
ally  known  in  France,  "  to  Cinchona  following:  during  the  last  week  we 
coraifolia,  in  consequence  of  Mutis  examined  the  import  book  of  one  of  our 
having  given  the  name  yellow  cinchona  wholesale  druggists,  and  found  that 
to  the  bark  of  this  tree ;  but  the  au-  nearly  all  the  yellow  bark  brought  to 
thentic  specimens  of  the  '  yellow  cin-  this  countir  for  some  years  back  was 
chona'  of  Mutis,  brought  by  Humboldt,  exported  from  Arica,  Valparaiso,  and 
pruve  that  this  bark  is  that  known  in  Lima,  and  that  none  came  from  Car- 
Frauce  by  the  name  of  Quinquina  Car^  thagena. 

lAiia^ite  ;  quite  different  to  the  Calisaya        We  cannot  conclude  these  remarks 

bark."  resff^ting  yellow  bark,  without  quoting 

2.  Bergen,  a  distinguished  German  the  followimr  passages  from  the  Dis- 
writer  on  the  Cinphona  barks,  had  ac-  pensatory  of^the  United  States  of  Anie- 
€688  to  the  collection  of  Ruiz  ;  and  he  rica,  decidedly  the  best  work  of  the  kind 
thus  speaks  of  the  Quina  amarilla  : —  yet  published  in  any  language.  "  Au- 
**  The  pieces  found  in  this  collection  thors  are  by  no  means  agreed  as  to  the 
marked  as  Qiftna  amarilla  (C.  cordi-  particular  species  which  yields Calisay a 
J^/m,  Mutis),  consist  of  some  flat  pieces  bark.  Some,  influenced  simply  by  its 
and  some  fragments  of  quills,  which  are  officinal  title  of  yellow  bark,  nave  attri- 
quite  identical  with  the  foregoing,  de-  buted  it  to  the  C.  cordifolia,  because 
scribed  hard  Flavd"  (the  China  Jlava  Mutis  gave  the  same  name  to  the  pro- 
dura  of  Bergen  is,  as  be  himself  states,  duct  of  this  species.  The  British  Col- 
and  as  we  can  prove,  the  Carthag^na  leges  have  fallen  into  this  error,  with- 
bark  of  English  commerce)  ;  ''  and  out,  however,  being  aware  that  the  yel- 
thcre  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  remain-  low  bark  which  they  adopted  as  officinal 
iDg  that  the  C  cordifolia  is  the  mother  was  really  the  Calisaya.  That  it  is  an 
plant  of  the  dtNtf^tw  (/icr«."  error,  has  been  fully  demonstrated,  as 

3.  The  Cinchona  cordifolia  grows  in  no  Calisaya  bark  is  brought  from  those 
Colombia,  in  the  mountains  of  Santa  Fe  regions   where   the   C.  cordifolia  most 

de  Bogota,  Loxa,  and  the  ancient  king-  — 

dom  of  Quito.     Now  the  commercial  ,  •  »•«*»»•  r?'!^  "«"««*"  <^''S»^«£:;P"'»»«»>g* 

.1  ^  ^      n        A      ^   •<  J  aI.  '1-  (anonymously)  in   two  volt.  8ro.  I8i2,  p.  293, 

outlet  for  Bogota,  Quito,  and  the  neigh-  toi.i.  •  ^       * 

475.— XIX.  2  N 
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abounds    *     *.     A  curious  mistake  on  but  those  already  examined  hare  taken 

this  subject  is  made  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Thom-  up  so  much  space,  that  we  are  under  tbe 

son  in  his  Digi)onsatory.     Considcnnf|r  necessity  of  here  closing  our  remarks  on 

the   C.   lancifolia  as   undoubtedly  the  the  materia  mcdka ;  and  io  a  Mibseqnenl 

orif^'in  of  the  pale  bark,  and  at  the  same  number    we    propose    examining    tbe 

time  receiving,  without  hesitation,  the  chemical  portion  of  the  PbanDacopana« 

assertion  that  the  CaHiaya  is  the  pro-  

duct  of  this  species,  he  has  inferred  that  _,.              _.                   .   .                  .    , 

the  two   must   be   idenUcal,   and   has,  Mtcrographta :     containtng    pr^chcml 

therefore,  ffiven  Calisaya  as  one  of  the  f  "«y*  an  Rtfiecitng,  Solar,  Oxjf- 

synouymes  of  pale  bark ;  while  he  has  hydrogen  Gas  Microscopes,  M^crome^ 

accurately  described  the  ixne  Calisaya.  ters,^c.     ByC.  R.   (xoring,  M.D. 

but  without  naming  it,  under  the  head  *"<^  Andrew  Fritchabo,  Esq. 

of  C.  cordifolia  or  yellow  bark."  The  use  of  the  Microscope  has  of  late 

Neither  do  we  believe  it  to  be  correct  done  such  signal  service  in  tbe  advance- 
to  ascribe  red  bark  to  C  ohlongifolia,  mcnt  of  minute  and  patholc^ical  ana- 
Mutis,  indeed,  states  that  this  species  tomy,  in  the  discovery  of  so  many 
yields  "  Quina  Roxa'^  (red  bark)  ;  but  otherwise  invisible  tribes  in  tbe  animu 
this  Quina  Roxa  has  been  found  by  kingdom,  and  in  displayin^p  so  variously 
Bergen  and  Guibourt  to  be  a  new  kind  and  so  beautifully  the  perfection  of 
of  red  bark,  called  *^  Cinchona  novaJ*^  nature,  even  in  wiiat  might  seem  tbe 
The  red  bark  of  European  commerce  is  most  insignificant  of  her  works,  that  it 
termed  by  the  Spaniards  "  Qiiina  colo'  is  not  surprising  there  should  be  so 
rada^^  and  we  believe  the  origin  of  it  prevalent  a  desire  among  all  classes  of 
is  unknown.  society    to    become     more    intimatelr 

Want  of  space  prevents  us  from  enter-  acquainted  with  the  instnimenL  lo 
ing  so  fully  into  the  examination  of  inquirers  in  medical  science  the  micros- 
the  source  of  red  as  we  have  done  with  fopc  has  become  indispensable ;  nor  is 
respect  to  yellow  bark,  and  we  must  it  possible  to  appreciate  the  labours  of 
therefore  refer  those  interested  in  Ujc  in-  Ebrcnberg,  Raspail,  Owen,  and  divns 
quiry  to  the  works  of  Bergen,  Guibourt,  others,  who  have,  in  some  sense,  opened 
and  Drs.  Bachc  and  Wood.  We  may  and  described  a  new  world  to  us,  witb- 
add,  that  as  Mr.  Lambert  does  not  pre-  out  being  more  or  less  adepts  in  micros- 
tend  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  cha-  copical  study. 

racters  of  the  Cinchona  barks  of  com-  xhe  scientific  public  are  indebted  to 

merce,  his  work  on  this  point  can  be  no  the  authors  of  the  work  before  or,  for 

authority  ;  though  his  collection,  in  the  much  aid  in  promoting  their  means  of 

bauds  of  an  able  pharmacologist,  might  optical  research.     In  the  ^  Microseopie 

be  of  considerable  service.  illustrations"  and  "  Cabinet*'  tbey  bave 

Kino  is  still  declared  in  the  Pharma-  supplied   abundance  of  valuable  bints 

copocia  to  be  the  produce  of  P/^roear/)ut  for  practice ;  nor  will  it  be   found  that 

ertnacens.      That  this  is  erroneous  is  they  arc  a  whit  less  practical  or  useful 

E roved  by  the  following  facts : — Kino  is  on  the  present  occasion.  Dr.  Goring  ex- 
roug^ht  to  us  from  the  East  Indies,—  hibits  bis  skill  in  treating  populariy  tbe 
especially  from  Amboyna  ;  whereas  intricate  subject  of  reflecting  and  solar 
Pterocarpus  erinaceus  is  not  found  in  microscopes,  and  the  methods  of  asce^ 
the  East  Indies,  but  is  a  native  of  taiuing  tne  comparative  merits  of  mi- 
Senegal,  in  Africa.  Moreover,  we  have  croscopes  and  en^soopes.  Mr.  Pritcbard 
in  our  possession  African  kino  (possibly  gives  an  interesting  account,  bistorietl 
tbe  produce  of  the  P.  erinaceus),  but  its  and  descriptive,  of  tbe  oxy-bydrogen 
physical  characters  are  quite  different  instruments  (tbe  first  we  believe  uat 
from  the  kino  of  commerce.  has  been  published),  and  baa  added 
Copaiba  is  said  to  be  the  produce  of  several  practical  suggestions  which  caa- 
Copaifera  Langsdorfii ;  but  it  is  well  not  fail  to  prove  Taluable.  A  letter  ia 
known  that  the  commercial  article  is  the  Appendix  '*  on  making  drawings  of 
obtaineil  from  many  species  o(  Copai-  microscopic  subjects''  from  Mr.  Baaer, 
fera:  Martius  enumerates  nine„-— Nees  will  be  read  with  interest;  it  is  illok 
Von  Escnbeck,  fourteen.  trated  with  figures,  as  indeed  tbe  woik 
Many  other  articles  of  the  materia  is  throughout  with  excellent  wood-cuts 
mcdica  were  marked  by  us  fbr  notice,  and  engravings.  The  autbon^  we  think, 
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b«Te  conferred  a  1x>oii  on  the  votaries  has  heen  growing  up,  and  has  attained 

and  admirers  of  the  microscope :  and  ^t  last  so  serious  a  magnitude,  as  ira- 

who  is  not  at  least  an  admirer  of  an  pe^atively  to  require  consideraUon  bow 

instrument  which  has    achieved  such  \^  .    i.  .      V    v    ^    l  ■  .   i 

triumphs  P  *^  °^^^  ^^  future  be  best  obviated. 

Medical  science,  in  reference  to  le- 

■  •     '         '  "  gal,  has  of  late   made   great  strides ; 


=P=s* 
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Saturday^  January  7,  ld96.  diligently  cultivated,  and  may  now  bt 

~^-^  almost  said    to    constitute    a    distinct 

-  i\cmi  onnlboa.  Ileal  etUm  mibl,  digniuteni    profession.     The  ordinary  acquirements 

4rti»  Me4icm  tneri  i  potestas  modo  venieodl  lo    ^f  ^1,^  practitioner  of  medicine  or  sur- 
pnbllcam  tit,  dicendl  pericalum  dod  recato."  ^  . 

CicBao«       gery,  or    both,  are  in  themselves  m- 

sufficient  to   fit   their  possessor  for  a 

CORONERS  AND  THEIR   JURIES    referee  in   the    great  majority  of  civil 

vtnu*  und  criminal  cases;   other  special   at- 

THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION.         tainments  must  be  superadded,  if  the 
The    light    that   medical    knowledge    preservation  of  character  and  reputation 
llirowsou  the  path  of  justice  is,  not  unlike    bean  object:   nor  can  this  be  accom- 
inaoj  other  good  things  in  this  world,    plished  without  additional  study,  and 
freely  enjoyed  without  much  regard  to    the  outlay  of  much  money  and  time. 
its  true    value.     Like  the    air  itself*        The  necessity  for  such  preparation 
which  men  fail  to  hold  precious,  until    has  been  for  some  time  recognized  in 
they  happen,  some  time  or  other,  to  he    the  profession ;  and  a  natural   consc- 
|Mutially  deprived  of  its  use,  it  seems  to    quence  is,  the  laying  a  higher  value  on 
have  come  at  length  to  be  considered  as    the  assistance  which  can  be  afforded  to 
truly  belonging  to  political,  as  the  at-    the  nragfistrate  and  the  judge.     The  in- 
mosphere  is  essential  to  physical,  exist-    creasing  demands,   too,  made  on  our 
ence.   Medical  men  have  so  long  been  in    profession,  in  quarters  where  a  fair  re- 
tfae  habit  of  bestowing  their  services  gra^    muneration  has  been  thriftily  and  mean, 
tuatously  in  aid  of  the  law,  and  have  in    ly  refused,  have  created  a  reaction,  sa- 
general  so  readily  obeyed,  if  not  antici*    lutary  inasmuch  as  it  directs  attention 
IMted,  the  call  of  the  magistrate,  that    to  the  proper  value  of   medical    ser- 
there  seems  to  have  been  fomed  a  sort    vices. 

of  tacit  compact,  implying  that  the  But  the  community  generally  are  bnt 
pauatance  which  medical  science  is  ill  acquainted  with  these  facts :  slowly 
capable  of  affording  in  diflicult  cases  and  reluctantly  they  begin  lo  learn  that 
ooning  before  the  judicature,  shall  medical  evidence  is  a  thing  which  of 
not  in  any  case  he  withheld.  late  the  legislature  has  thougfht  worth 

Lnokily,  however,  there  is  no  snch  paying  for ;  and  the  information  rouses 
compact  in  realty ,— and  the  profession  them,  as  if  it  announced  the  levying  of 
najr  he  coogratnlated  that  there  is  not ;  a  new  tax.  What  shifts  and  devices 
ibr  a  persistence  in  the  course  just  men-  have  been  had  recourse  to,  in  order  to 
|ione4  has,  in  the  natural  order  of  escape  the  impost,  must  be  familiar  to 
thingSy  lad  to  a  position  in  the  ronle,  every  observer.  How  to  avoid  the 
from  which  to  proceed  further,  withont  trouble  and  expense  of  medical  evidence, 
aomc  new  arrangement,  would  prove,  at  and  whether  the  presence  of  medical 
Inaat  to  the  parties  on  one  aide,  a  men  may  not  be  altogether  dispensed 
giicfooa  bacMiip.    An  ahoae,  in  ihort|    with  on  certain  occasions,  have  been  the 


548  COROMEBS  AND  THEIR  JURIES. 

fi^nd   problems  discussed  amoDg  tbe  men  would  have  been  deemed  tbe  vait 

rate- paying  jurjmeu  formingf  tbe  coro.  eli^ble  witness:  tbe  coroner,  bowefcff 

ners' courts.  positively   refused    to    summon  ibim; 

It  is  almost  needless,  after  tbe  fire-  wbereupon  tbe  surgeon  had  no  alterM- 

quent  complaints  made  by  our  corre-  ti?e  but  to  remonstrate  publidj,  as  be 

spondents,  and  tbe  dailjr  announcements  did,  and  to  announce  his  intention  of 

'  through  the  newspaper  press,  to  point  applying*  to  tbe  Secretary  of  Stale  lor 

out  the  peculiar  position  in  which  medi-  tbe  Home  Department, 
cai  men  are  at  present  placed  with  refe-        2.   Another  meanness   to  which  tbe 

rence  to  their  public  functions  as  medi-  late  arrangements  have  led  is  tbis^— 

cal  jurists  ;  yet  a  short  enumeration  of  Whenever  tbe  coroner  bas  any  kind  sf 

the  particular  grievances  under  which  pretext  for  calling  on  a  medical  man  ai 

they    labour  may  not  be  without  its  a  common  witness,  be  fails  not  to  avail 

use,  as  it  may  tend  probably  to  suggest  himself  of  it — as  be  thus  has  a  chance  of 

the  most  feasible  remedy.  procuring  tbe    necessary    infbnnatioi, 

1.  It  was  once  the  regular  rule  to  ob>  without  a  special  summons,  which  aloae 
tain  medical  evidence  at  any  inquest  entitles  tbe   witness  to   bis   fee.      We 
involving  a  question  relative  to  the  na-  trust,  however,  that  pnictitionen  will 
ture  of  tbe  death  ;  of  late  the  practice  is  be  on  their  guard  against  this  imposi- 
the  reverse :  medical  evidence  is  only  tion,  and  that  in  all  such  cases,  altbongb 
sought  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity—  they  be  obliged  to  give  evidence  as  to 
where  there  is  an  utter  impossibility  of  matter  of  fact,  they  will  withhold  their 
coming  to  a  probable  conclusion  without  professional    opinion,   unless   promised 
it.    There  is  a  manifest  disinclination  tbe  requisite  honorarium, 
on  the  part  of  both  coroners  and  their        3.   There  is  yet  another  gross  abuse 
juries  to    allow   medical   witnesses  to  to  be  complained  of,  growing-,  in  great 
be  called ;  the  business  obviously  may  measure,  if  not  wholly,  out  of  tbe  late 
be  so  much   more  quickly   dispatched  inadequate  measures  for  providing  le- 
witbout  entering  into  scientific  inquiry :  muneration  fur  medical   evidence, — for 
besides,  there  is  a  fee  to  be  paid,  which  we  have  not  only  to  contend  with  tbe 
the  majority  of  the  jury,  who  have  it  in  griping  spirit  of  coroners,  jurymen,  and 
their  power  to  call  or  not  to  call  the  overseers,  but  with  tbe   mischiefs  en- 
witnesses,    are    indisposed    to   counte-  tailed    by    bungling    legislators :    tbe 
nance — they  being,  in  fact,  rate-payers  coroner,  on  determining  to  have  medico- 
s-contributors to  tbe   very   fund  from  legal  assistance  in  cases  in  which  be 
which  the  said   fee  is  to  be  disbursed,  cannot    help    calling    for    it,    issues 
Instances    of  this    narrow,    niggardly  a    special    summons      to      as     manj 
feeling,  are  frequently  exhibited:  per-  medical  practitioners  as  be  sees  occasion 
haps  we  may  take  leave  to  notice  one  as  to  consult ;  although  it  is  only  one  of 
an  example.     An  inquest  was  held  on  tbe  witnesses  thus  specially  summoned 
tbe  27tb  ult.,  in  Ebury -street,  Pimlico,  who  becomes  entitled  to  a  fee.     This  is 
before  Mr.  Higgs.   Tbe  coroner  refused  surely  something   more    than    a  mere 
io  summon  the  surgeon  who  had  been  hardship— it  is  a  fraud  practised  on  the 
sent  fur  to  tbe  deceased,  and  who,  from  members  of  our  profession,  which  should 
having  investigated  the.  circumstances  in  no  case  be  silently  submitted  to.    In 
of  the  case,  (death  by  hanging)   was  our  present  number  (p.  654)  tbe  nature 
prepared  to  throw  every  light  on  the  in-  of  the  unjustifiable  trick  thus  put  upon 
quiry.  llwasobvious,  moreover,  that  but  respectable    practitioners,  is  well    ex- 
for  the  drawback  of  the  fee,  this  gentle-  posed  by  Dr.  Rsmsbotham ;  in  whose 
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4etter  the  reader  will  find  a  clear  expo-  duct  its  appropriate  meed  of  public  in- 

aare  of  several  other  points  also,  con-  difpiation. 

Dected  with  this  subject.  ~*~* 

Lastly,  in  several  insUnces    where        j^ATE  OUTRAGE  AT  APOTHE- 
nedical  men  have  been  specially  sum-  CARIES'  HALL, 

moned,  they  have  been  refuted  the  re- 

maneration  to  which  they  were  by  law  Ma.  Charles  Penruddock,  the  medi- 

entitled.      But  what   a  remuneration !  cal  student  by  whom  the  recent  assault 

aupposing  even   that  it  were  in  every  on  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Exami- 

cmae  promptly  and  cheerfully  paid.    A  ners  of  Apothecaries'   Hall  was  com- 

gainea  for  "  ^Wm^  evidence,"  and  an  mitted,  was  brougrht  up  on  Thursday 

additional  guinea  where  a  post-mortem  before  Mr.  Alderman   Pirie.     He  had 

examination   may  have  been  ordered,  been  remanded  on  the  former  occasion 

with  or  without  a  toxicologfical  analysis  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Mr. 

of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  ;    and  Hardy,  who  was  confined  by  the  iuju- 

skoald  attendance  on  such  terms  be  de-  ries  he  had  received.     This  gentleman, 

dined,  a  certainty  of  being  mulcted  in  however,  was  sufficiently  recovered  to 

five   pounds  sterling!      Such    are  the  attend  the  day  before  yesterday.     No 

Uessings  entailed  on  us  by  incompetent  particulars  of  importance  were  elicited 

and  blundering  intermeddlers.    But  we  in  addition  to  those  we  stated  in  our 

have  already  sufficiently   exposed  the  last  number  but  one.     Mr.  Penruddock 

circumstances  connected  with  this  part  was  committed,  and  the  several  parties 

of  the  question.  bound  over  to  prosecute.    The  trial,  on 

As  to   the  conduct  of  coroners  and  the  charge  of  felony,   will  take  place 

jurymen,    in    declining   medical     evi-  at  the   Old  Bailey    about  the  end  of 

dence  wherever  they  can,  there  seems  to  February. 

be  no  remedy  for  it,  save  in  that  chas-        We  cannot    allow  this    opportunity 

liaement  which  the  exhibition  of  wilful  to  pass  without  pointing  out  the  dis- 

ignorance  so  richly  merits.    These  peo-  graceful  system  of  insulting  the  mem- 

ple  will  probably  persist  in  the  line  they  bers  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  on  their 

have  adopted,  until  some  gross  blunder  way  to  the  Hall,  which  has  been  for 

awakes  them  to  a  sense  of  their  silly  some  time  carried  on.    Certain  persons, 

indiscretion.     As  it  is,    the   coroner's  headed  by  some  of  the  chief  performers 

coart  in  ordinary  cases  is  notorious  for  at  the  "  Crown  and  Anchor"  meeting 

its    precipitate   and  often    nonsensical  of    last    year,    have    collected    every 

▼erdicts;  its  "  temporary  derangement,"  Thursday,  for  several  successive  weeks, 

'* insanity,"  "  found  drowned,"  <&c.  have  at  a  public-house  opposite  the  Apothe- 

become  the  butt  of  well-merited  ridicule,  caries'  Hall,    where    they   watch    the 

But  cases  may  occur,  as  they  oiUn  have  arrival  of  the  members  of  the  Court, 

occurred,  where  serious  injury  maybe  and  insult  them  by  the  use  of  the  most 

inflicted  on  accused  parties  by  the  rash-  opprobrious,  and  sometimes  of  the  most 

ness  of  similar  awards.     Should  it  prove  blackguard    and    disgusting   epithets. 

thai  such  mischief  arises  through  the  We  have  ascertained  the  names  of  two 

wilful  rejection  of  medical  evidence,  we  *'  Grinders,"   who    act  as  ringleaders, 

^fOmise,  for  our  parts,  not  to  fail  in  set-  haranguing  such    individuals  as  they 

ting  the  matter  in  its  proper  light;  and  can  get  to  listen  to  them,  and  inflaming 

we  doubt  not  that  ultimately,  at  all  their  miuds  against  the  Examiners  by 

crentSy  there  will  accrue  to  such  con-  every  means  in  their  power. 
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The  circumstances  are  without  parallel  to  bare  iRicb  a  peMoB  aa  Mr.  WakWy 

in  this  country ;  and  it  is  mortifying'  in  mixed  up  in  it.    Altboagfa^  in  ilris  ia» 

the  extreme  to  think  that  any  calling  stance,  he  may  haTe  forced  himaelf  upta 

themselves  memhers  of  a  liberal  pro-  themi  yet,  wt  ask,  bad  not  tbe  parlies 

fession  should  be  capable  of  conduct  so  to  whom  we  allude  penetrmtkni  eneafl 

much  calculated  to  reflect  disgrace  upon  to    know  that   his   afiectaCieiB  of  ia- 

it.     The  whole  may  be  traced  without  leitst  and  anxiety  for  tWm  was  bat 

difliculty  to  the  working  of  the  "Meade  a  trick  of  our  ronriiiah  eentediporaiy 

and  Wakley"  meeting,  at  the  Crown  and  to  senre  his  own  parpoaea?  Did  they 

Anchor,  last    year.     The    Worshipful  not  perceive  that  the  TolonCeer  adf ocate 

Society  ought  to  apply  to  the  magi»»  and  adviser  is  a  mere  knave,  who  anket 

trates,  as  the  nuisance  has  become  quite  tools  of  them  for  his  own  purpose  f 

intolerable  ;  and  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  Wakley  endeavours  to  identiiy  kiaMclf 

to  the  public  not  less  than  to  themselves,  with  the  pupils  even  where  they  nay 

to  have  it  eflbctually  abated.  be  wrong,  in  order  to  gain  popniarity 

and  to  sell  a  few  copies  of  bis  jour- 
nal ;  but  In  this  instance  be  accomplisbes 
RECENT  DISTURBANCE  AT  ST.  fo,  ^^  ^ifies  a  doable  Lim> 
THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL.  .ity.W..  hubitredof  both  .heBonmg* 
On  Tuesday  last  a  true  bill  was  found  hospitals ;  institutions  wbicfa  eamwC 
against  the  gentlemen  implicated  in  the  but  be  deeply  injured  if  be  ean  goad  on 
late  disturbance  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  the  pupila  to  perpetuate  tbe  existiBg 
The  parties  (we  forbear  at  present  to  dissensions.  As  to  the  rest,  no  nan  can 
mention  the  names)  are  to  be  tried  at  be  a  sincere  friend  of  the  students,  who 
the  next  sessions.  adopts  that  line  of  condnet  which  is, 
It  is  impossible  not  to  regret,  on  of  all  others,  calculated  to  bring  down 
many  accounts,  the  occurrence  of  this  the  greatest  rigour  of  tbe  law  upon 
most  discreditable  affair.  That  some  of  them,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  have 
the  Guy's  students  acted  with  unwar-  the  angry  feelings  on  both  sides  soothed, 
rantable  violence  is  quite  obvious ;  and  and  some  accommodation  effected, 
it  would,  therefore,  have  been  more  ju-  On  the  same  principle,  with  reference 
dicious  to  have  endeavoured  to  depre-  to  the  pupil  who  assanlted  tbe  members 
cate,  rather  than  incense,  those  in  whose  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  at  Apotbe* 
power  they  had  placed  themselves  in  a  caries*  Hall,  instead  of  attributing  the 
moment  of  youthful  impetuosity.  A^  it  act  to  insanity,  or  mometitaiy  excite- 
is,  the  event  has  assumed  an  aspect  most  thent  (the  only  real  palliatives),  Mr. 
formidable  as  regards  the  young  men  Wakley  actually  justifies  tbe  deed !  and 
themselves,most  injurious  to  the  interests  thus  provokes  the  Worshipful  Society 
of  the  school,  and  most  distressiugto  their  to  let  the  law  take  its  full  course  against 
friends.  Some  of  the  young  gentlemen  the  delinquent.  He  says  that  it  Is  not 
have  had  very  bad  advisers  ;  and  the  known  what  provocation  the  Ezaminett 
part  taken  by  the  Lancet  has  done  them  may  have  given  tbe  pupil,— as  if  any 
infinite  mischief.  It  never  is  either  wise  provocation  could  possibly  justify  such 
or  manly  to  justify  what  is  wrong,—  an  outrage;  and  in  reference  to  eur 
even  if  that  wrong  has  been  committed  remark,  that  his  inflammatory  writing 
in  the  vindication  of  a  right.  But  how  tended  to  lead  young  men  to  the  com- 
infinitely  more  unfortunate  is  it  in  any  mission  of  violence,  he  expresses  re- 
onc  implicated  in  an  aflfair  of  this  kind  grct  that  the  merit  does  not  iu  ibis  case 
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diatety   and    unequivocally  The  body  was  headless  and  leeless. 

^  On  measaring"  the  trunk,  its  length 

from  the  posterior  spinous  process  of  the 

unatelu   (says   this   worthy  seventh  cervical  vertebra  to  the  point  of 

the   legislature),    unfortu^  the  coccyx  is  24  inches ;   in  front,  mea- 

terU  of  treating  the  hags  of  gured   from   the  superior  edge  of  the 

th  so  much  justice  is  not  due  sternum  to  the  inferior  edge  of  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  it  is  21  inches.    The  skin 

can  point  out  more  clearly  "  fa'^  a»^  *  considerable  layer  of  fat 

-         J     ,       1  •  1     *u      f  exists   under  it  throughout     rbere  is 

.f   conduct   which    the    ho.  an  unusually  small  quantity  of  hair,  of  a 

ember  for   Fiusbury  would  jjght  colour,  on  the  pudenda ;   the  pu- 

upils  adopt.      But  we   ear-  denda  want  their  usual  external  develop- 

isc   them,  setting  aside   all  went.     There  is  a  slight  ecchymosis, 

.    .^  ..           ,        ..          .   t  about  the  size  of  a  pin*s  head,  on  the 

irritation  and  excitement,  to  ^^^^  ,^j^.^^^      The  caruncula  myrti- 

lat  IS  due  to  themselves  and  formes  were  apparent,  and  a  sfight 
ends ;  and  to  remember  that  abrasion  was  seen  at  the  posterior  edge 
ikley  may   cheer  them  on,    of  t^e  vagina.     The  breasts  are  some- 

^  a^r.  /v>ii«„,«    ^-«  .ko*  ««♦    ^'hat    corrugated   on  the  surface,  the 

!m  fine  leliows,  yet  tbat  not      ,  .         .  u  •  _        —..-u  jii^tl^A^A 

J     "^  skin  not  now  being  so  much  distended 

ng  and  slander  the  Lancet  ^y^^  ^|,e„j  b„  tl,e  plumpness  beneath, 
ined  will  save  them  from  a  as  at  an  earlier  period  of  life  it  must 
Ity  which  any  illegal  rash-    have  been :  there  is  no  hair  in  the  axilla. 

«*«;i  .,«««  ♦§,««,  There  is  not  the  development  of  the 

nUil  upon  them.  .  ^.^p,^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  H^^.^^^  ^^^^^ 

— on  the  surface  of  the  abdomen,  nor  does 

REPORT  there  exist  any  separation  of  the  recti 

muscles,  indicative  of  the  female  having 
<»'  THE  ever  been  pregnant. 

LEGAL    EXAMINATION  ,. '^^^^  ^^"^  «  *  ^"»  woman's  size,  and 

dirly;  there  is  no  mark  of  Dcedlework 

®'''"'*  on  the  left  fore-finger;  the  mark  of  a 

!C  OF  A  HUMAN  BODY,  ring  exists  on  the  left  ring-finger;  the 

WAS  LATELY  FOUND  IN  THE  "^ils  of  thc  fiugcrs  of  both  h^uds  arc 

„  blue  towards  the  tips;    the  lell,  how- 

i:«DG£WAR£  KoAO,  ^^^j,^  j,gg  ^  ^^^^  Superadded  on  all  four 

YSTKRioL's  CIRCUMSTANCES.  a   red   streak   immediately  behind  the 

union  of  the  nail  with  the  flesh  ;  the 

been  favoured  hy  Mr.  Gird-  muscles  of  the  arms  were  rigidly  con. 

he  following  full  and  satisfac-  tracted.    The  length  of  the  «rm,  raea- 

given  at  thc  inquest.     That  ^»^  ^^m  the  acmiliion  point  to  the 

,  with  the  pcnuission  of  the  tip  of  the  middle  finger,  is  30  inches, 

lens,  had  an  onpoituiiity  of  '^'^lere  are  no  marks  of  violence  on 

the  mutilated   n  mains   the  the  body,  excepting  on  the  nght  side  of 

heir  discovery,  and  was  thus  the    abdomen,  two    inches  above    the 

give  a  deliberate  account  of  Pn"0*">  there  exists  a  superficial  cut,  in  a 

mices. Ed.  Gaz.I  slanting  direction,  removing  the  skin  an 

inch  and  a  half.  There  are  no  marks  of 
y  was  tied  round  with  a  cord,  medical  treatment.  She  has  not  been 
e  arms  flat  across  the  abdo-  bled  lately,  nor  blistered, 
lezing  them  deep  upon  the  The  head  is  severed  from  the  trunk 
md  in  this  manner  it  was  anteriorly,  about  three  inches  above  the 
J  a  bag.  The  bag  was  very  sternum.  The  fifth  cervical  vertebra  is 
of  a  very  coarse  texture,  not  sawn  through,  leaving  only  about  the 
:chcd  together  at  thc  edges ;  tenth  of  an  inch  of  that  bone, 
re  shreds  of  wood-shavings  The  legs  are  cut  oflT  immediately  un- 
to the  rugged  edges  of  the  der  the  hip-joint.  The  cut  does  not 
ncipally  niuhogany,  and  the  present  a  ragged  appearance.  The 
luch  saturated  uith  blood  at  thigh  bone  on  both  si«(rs,  about  an  inch 
•art.  under    the   trochanter,   i^   Mivsu    ^\v>\!ft. 
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within  oulwardlj   balf  through,    and  Reitabks. — The  female, 

then  broken  off.    A  superficial  cut  on  pearance«   is  supposed  to    be 

the  left  thi^h  exists,  running  for  three  tbirtj  and  fortj.     Her  beigbt,  eacH* 

inches  parallel  to,  and  about  one  inch  parin^f  the  len|^  of  the  Ironkaadlk 

distant  from,  the  one  that  severs  the  arm  with   the  length  ofthetraakHi 

limb.     A  similar  cut  exists  on  the  ri^ht  arms  of  two  living*  wonen,  lead  m§U 

side  of  the  neck.  suppose  it  to  have  been  froai  five  liMt 

On   openiu)^  the   body,  the   viscera  seven  to  five  feet  eight ;  the  mark  sfthi 

presented  {generally  this  remarkable  ap-  ring  upon  her  fing^,  that  she  had  ka 

pearance  —  they   were  complete!  v   ex-  married.    The  appearance  of  her  hidi 

sanguinated,  no  congestion  in  the  lung^,  woujd   lead  me  to  conjecture  her  aii 

no  coa^ula  in  the  heart,  no  blood  flowed,  woman  engaged    in   household  wwHl 

nor  were  there  any  bleeding  points  in  The  bloodless  state  of  the  body  iadaai 

the  liver,  or  the  spleen,  when  cut  into,  me  to  consider  that  the  motilatioa  Mfll 

All  these  organs  presented  a  healthy  have  taken   place   shortly  after  destli 

n])])carance,  excepting  one  or  two  points  The  healthy  state  of  the  gullet  pravs 

of  adhesion  observed  on  the  pleura,  the  that  no  acrid  poison    had  been  takA 

result  of  some  long  preceding  inflam-  and  the  contents  of  the  stomach  ui 

niatory  action  ;  there  was  no  eflfusion  In  bowels  that  food  had   been  taken  Hi 

its  cavities.     The  stomach  was  about  a  many  hours  previous  to  death.     Tbeih- 

third   part  filled   with    fluid   and  half-  sence    of   disease  internally,    and  m 

digested  matter;  pieces  of  meat  could  marks  of  medical  treatment  eztemally, 

be  detected,  a  little  pastry,  and  it  had  a  indicate  her  death  having  been  a  sodiei 

slightly  spirituous  smell.   In  the  smaller  one,  and  in  all  probability  not  precedd 

bowels  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  by  disease.    The  remarkable  pecnliaritj 

the  pultaccous  matter    called    chyme,  connected  with  the  sexual  fbrmatios  •! 

and  from  (hem  could  be  traced,  proceed-  this  female,  will  go  far  to  establish  Wr 

ing  along  the   mesentery,   the  lacteal  identity.  This  woman  could  never  have 

vessels  filled  with  chyle.     The  surface  been  subject   to  the  periodic  illnett  rf 

of  this  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal  her  sex.     Taking   every   circumsttace 

had  a  slight  purplish  blush  on  its  outer  into  consideration,  I  repeat  that  I  think 

surface,  and  there  was  scattered  over  it  the  death  must  have  been  a  sudden  one. 

small   dark  purple  spots.     The  gullet  Had  this  sudden  death    been   natoral, 

presented  internally  a  healthy  appear-  it  must  have  been  by   apoplexy;  and 

ancc.     The  bladder  was  void  of  urine,  sunposing  that  to  have  been  the  css^ 

and  rigidly  contracted.  still   the  throat    must    have    been   cot 

Our  attention  was  now  arrested  by  shortly  after  death,  to  account  for  the 

the  remarkable  fact,  that  this  female  had  bloodless  state  of  the  viscera, 

no  uterus.     The  vagiiia  was  about  two  In  addition,  I  have  to  state  that  the 

inches  long,  and  terminated  in  a  cul  de  stomach    and    smaller   intestines  wen 

tac^  having  a  slightly  puckered  apuear-  examined   by   Dr.  Hunter  Laue,  who 

ancc,  where  ought  to  have  existed  tueos  found  nothing  deleterious  in  them. 

uteri;  the  ovaries  existed  in  a  fold  of  ^              x}  ^,,   .,  r* 

the  m  ritoneum,  on  each  side  of  the  brim  Gilbert  Finlay  Girdvtood. 

of  the  pelvis.    The  right  ovary  had  a  j^„„.^  5,  ,837. 

finro-carlil:iginous  tumor  attacned  to  it, 

the  size  of  an  almond  ;  and  the  left  had  " 

a  hydatid    about  the  same  size.     The  ^^  ^^^  PREVALENCE 

fimbriated   extremities  of  the  fallopian 

tubes  were  not  loose,  but  were  matted  **' 

down  to  the  peritoneum;  and  tracing  CALCULOUS  DISORDERS  AMONG 

their  course  along  the  broad  ligaments  SEAMEN- 

downwanls  into  the  basin  of  the  pelvis, 

they  were  found  to  be  joined  behind  the  in  reply  to  mr.  Copland  uutcbison. 

bla(lder  by  the  round  ligaments  of  either  

side,  proceeding  in  their  usual   course  ^   .     at  ^-     r  ^^«w#« 

fronl  the  inguinal  ring ;  and  the  point  ^o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

of  junction  of  those  fi>ur  ligaments  was  ^^^ 

indicated  by  a  slight  fulness,  and  puck-  ' 

cred,  flat,  longitudinal  band,  occupving  Mr  Copland  Hutchison  has  preached 

the  natural  jwsitiou  of  the  uterus.    "  a  rather  lengthy  sermon  from  a  short 
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text.  The  report  of  my  observations  at  others  in  this  fonnidable  operation — 
the  Medical  and  Cbirurgical  Society  who  bad  been  in  the  long  habit  of  dis- 
was  so  compressed  that  it  omitted  three-  secting  the  parts  concerned  in  litboto- 
fourths  of  what  I  said,  and  did  not  my — who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
clearly  or  exactly  represent  my  state-  teaching  anatomy  and  surgery  for 
ments  in  some  particulars*.  In  the  first  years — and  who,  after  all  this  trainiiu^^ 
place,  I  disclaimed  ail  idea  of  putting  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  operating  for 
my  o/iiiiioitx  in  competition  with  Mr.  Hut-  stone  on  the  living  body.  How  will 
cKison's  laborious  researches;  but  that  this  portrait  apply  to  the  naval  surgeon, 
I  had  an  impression  on  my  mind  (these  who,  I  admit,  is  a  good  operator  in  gCr^ 
were  my  very  words)  that  men  had  often  neral  surgery?  I  may  not  have  had 
been  invalicied  from  the  service  while  the  education,  the  talents,  the  intrepi- 
antually  affected  with  calculous  com-  dity,  the  ambition,  of  Mr.  Copland  Hut- 
plaints,  and  who  might  have  repaired  chison  ;  but  I  had  a  conscience  in  my 
subsequently  to  civil  hospitals.  I  never  breast  which  would  not  have  permitted 
said  that  seamen,  when  known  to  have  me  to  peril  the  life  of  a  fellow. creature, 
calculus,  were  invalided  and  sent  to  civil  by  undertaking  the  operation  of  litbo- 
kospitals.  How  many  hundreds  have  tomy,  which  requires  years  of  prepara- 
laboured  for  years  with  stone  in  the  tion  and  practice  to  effect  it  well  and 
bladder,  and  only  presented  symptoms  ja/if/y— and  all  for  the  doubtful  chance 
of  bad  health,  till  tne  sound  was  intro-  oi'  obtaining  some  Mat  for  myself.  If 
duced  and  the  calculus  discovered  !  this  declaration  be  taken  as  an  insult  to 
The  supposed  insult  to  naval  hospital  naval  surgeons,  it  is  directed  against 
surgeons  lalls  to  the  ground;  or  if  it  their  vanity,  and  not  their  humanity, 
can  be  so  construed,  I  take  it  to  myself.  The  art  of  cutting  fur  the  stone  cannot 
for  I  candidly  confess,  that  at  no  period  be  learnt  by  intuition  in  the  navy  no 
of  my  naval  life  would  I  have  under-  more  than  in  any  otlier  place ;  it  de- 
taken,  whether  afloat  or  ashore,  the  mands  a  very  long  apprenticeship, 
dark,  difficult,  and  dangerous  operation  which  few  can  undergo,  even  in  civil 
of  lithotomy,  of  which  the  naval  sur-  life. 

geon,  according  to  Mr.  Hutchison's  own         But  to  come  to  the  statistical  question 

shewing,  can  have  no  practical  experi-  itself.     Dr.  Gordon  suggested,  and  Mr. 

ence.     But  let  us  see  whether  there  are  Earleand  others  confirmed, the  real  cause 

any  apt  illustrations  of  this  supposed  of  iufrequency   of  stone  in  seamen — 

insult  to  naval  hospital  surgeons.  With-  namely,  the  period  of  life  at  which  they 

ill  my  own  knowledge,  two  naval  sur-  enter  and  leave  the  service  in  general, 

geons   (Sir  V.    Duke,   and    Mr.    Evan  Mr.  Earle  stated  that  the  overwhelming 

Edwards,  one  of  whom  was  himself  a.  majority  (more  than  five-sixths)   of  li- 

iiaval    hospital    surgeon,    and     conse-  thotomy  operations  in  St.  Bartholomew's 

quently  jealous   of  the   honour  of  the  Hospital  were  under  the  age  of  12,  and 

staff,)  became  affected    with    calculus,  above  that  of  45  or  50  years.     The  in- 

and  after  many  years  of  suffering  sub-  frequency  of  stone,  therefore,  is  not  pe- 

mitled   at  last   to   the   knife.      But   to  culiar  to  seamen,  but  to  all  people  with- 

whose  knife?     Did  they  go  the  Naval  in   the   above    periods,   ana   who   lead 

Hospital  at  Plymouth,  to  be  operated  active  lives.     As  for  the  diet,  the  grog, 

on  by  Sir  Stephen  Hammic!:  ?  No.     To  the  sea  air,  the  tobacco,  and  many  other 

Haslar,  where  Mr.  Vance  (an  excellent  alleged  causes  for  this  immunity  from 

surgeon)  was  in  his  prime  ?    They  did  stone,   they  are  mere  creatures  of  the 

not.    Did  they  repair  to  the  Royal  Hos-  imagination. 

f»ital  at  Deal,  in  order  to  give  Mr  Cop-  In  respect  to  my  friend  Mr.  Hutchi- 
and  Hutchison  an  opportunity  to  flesh  son^s  suspicion  that  I  had  been  reading 
his  maiden  gorget  in  their  bladders?  Roderick  Random  just  before  I  went  to 
Not  they,  indeed  !  They  veiy  prudently  the  Society,  1  confess  my  partiality  for 
came  to  the  metropolis,  and  submitted  that  amusing  production,  and  that,  had 
themselves  to  men — who  had  been  I  much  dull  time  on  my  hands,  1  am 
brought  up  in  hospitals — who  had  for  not  quite  sure  that  1  would  not  prefer 
years  been  in  the  habit  of  assisting  Smollett  to  Hutchison  — I  am,  sir, 
— Your  obedient  servant, 

•  The  report  to  which  Dr.  Johnnon  alludes  ap-  JAMES  JOHNSON, 

peared  in  the  Lancet,  not  lu  this  juurnah—  £.  G.         December  28,  1836. 
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woTK  FROM  DR.  WE ATH BEHEAD  TO  DB.       He  wu  coniiiwed  she  had  recently  Wfii  I J^ 
JOHN80N.  child;   and    after  mnch   search   it  va  I  *^ 

«      ,„  J      j«»-.    o    i^.«        found.    LeaTina  the  infant  exactly  u At  I '. 

regaining  from  any  further  inTcstigilM  I  " 

Dear  Sir,— From  being  much  occu-  for  the  present,  he  sought  my  adricc  I  ■  6* 

])icd  diiriiifif  the  lust  week  in  preparing  was,  of  course,  necessary  that  ani  nqsai 

tu  remove  my  dwelling,  I  did  not  see  should  be  held ;  and  anxious  not  to  tiki 

cither  of  the  weekly  journals.  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  medied 

I  write  to  say,  after  perusing  the  Ga-  portion  of  the  inquiry  upon  himself,  ki 

ZET TE,  that  I  was  not  the  "  friend"  who  wished  me  to  be  associated  with  him. 

communiiated  anything  to  Mr.  Hut-  „?«*^t~^  '^*"$  *"?k  '  i"!?!!!  *SJt 

chison  on  the  subject  of  The  debate.  B«i«f'  th«.  ~'«f""  '^^  ^«  district  he  fe 

¥  r  K  1  *Y  -•  :*  ««„«..  ™«o  ««....  «n«l  two  disUnct  summonses,  one  to  Uh 

I  felt  assured  tliat  it  never  was  your  p^^      ^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^   directing  isli 

intention  to  cast  any  reflection  on  that  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  examination  of  Ihi  bc4j 

department    of   the    naval    service    to  anatomically,  and  to  attend  at  tha  inqas« 

whidi  you  belong;    and,  indeetl,  you  to  be  holdcn  the  following  day.    Weartri 

disavowed  tlie  bare  idea  of  it  de  piano.  jn  obedience  to  the  command,  gave  e« 

Very  truly  yours,  evidence  before  the  jury,  and  each  raonni 

G.  Hume  Weatiieuhead.  ai^  order  on  the  overseers  of  Stepntypip 

,^     -  ,          „     -  rish,  signed  by  the  Coroner,  forUieiceof 

Dv,  Johnson,  ike.  B^c,  ^^^  guineas,    as  awarded    by  the   Act 

—  When  these  orders  were   presented,  tbe 

P.S.— So  far  from  asserting  that  men  parish  officers  refused  to  pay  more  than  oae, 

were  sent  from  naval  hosjiitals  to  civil  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Baker  had  orw- 

hospitals  for  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  stepped  his  authority  in  summoning  tm 

1  distinctly  stated  that  T  was  present  at    ^^^^?^  «^n-    Yl"n,iir.ff  ^i*?.*"  Jfe 

*•      r      .-.«:«  u«»i«.  TJ/^cr^:      magistrates  at  lAmbeth-slreet  Police  Of. 

an  operation  for  st^nc  in  Haslar  Hos^i-    ^         ^  .^  ^.^  ^  ^^^.^^  case,  thef  d- 

tal,  the  patient  being  a  gunner  of  a  ship  ^^.^^^    .  J.^    ^,,^j^  j^j^.^„  ^„^.,'  ^.    -  y^ 

m  ordinary  at  that  port.  looted  over  the  act  of  parliament  bor 

*'*  *'*  critically.    The  further  hearing  was  fisetf 

^_____  for  last  Monday,  when  Messrs.  Hardvicke 

— —        -  ^^^    Combe,  the  presiding  magistiatcf, 

THE  MEDICAL  WITNESSES*  ACT.  decided  that  the  double  order  had  bm 

issued  by  the  coroner  iUegaUVf  and  that  the 

ITS  IMPERFECTIONS  AND  iNjLRiois  ovcrscers  wcrc  fully  justified  in  icAniDg 

TENDENCY.  payment  to  more  than  one. 

Four  or  five  weeks  before  the  inquest 

just  mentioned  was  held,  I  was  summoned 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gnzette,  by  Mr.  Payne,  the  city  coroner,  under  cir- 
cumstances very  nearly  similar  A  newly. 
SiR>  bom  child  was  found  dead;  auspiciom 
As  proofs  arc  daily  occurring  of  the  Mcdi-  attached  to  the  mother;  and  the  medical 
cal  Svitnesses*  Act  being  misinterpreted  by  man  who  first  saw  it  being  desirous  of  my 
coroners  and  overseers,  as  \«ell  as  oy  mem-  opinion,  Mr.  Payne  summoned  me  before 
bors  of  our  profession,  I  tn)uble  you  with  the  jury  met,  directing  mc  to  attend  and 
the  foUuwiog  notice  of  two  eases  that  give  evidence.  Both  my  friend  and  myself 
came  under  my  own  observation,  where  it  were  examined,  and  an  order  for  the  pay- 
seems  the  coroners  exceeded  their  power,  mentof  the  fee  to  each  of  us  was  signed 
in  summoning  more  medical  witnesses  by  Mr.  Payne,  and  honoured  by  the pariA 
than  the  law  authorizes  them  to  do,  and  ofiiecrs. 

in  giving  onlers  for  tho  payment  of  fees.  Thus,  sir,  two  coroners,  both  piactisinf 

which  in  one  of  the  instances  has  been  lawyers,  have,  it  would  appear,  misuRde^ 

successfully  resisted.  stood  the  i)ower  with  which  the  act  invests 

More  than  a  month  ago  I  was  requested  them,  and  have  been  led  into  the 

by  my  friend  Mr.  William  Pater,  of  the  giving  an  order  f(»r  a  fee  which  ca 


error  of 
cannot  be 


previ«»us  night  of  n  mature  iwius.     imiii  thouglit   it  necessary  to  summon  two,  l 

liis  arrival  the  family  was  ignorant  of  what  gathered  from  a  conversation   I  had  with 

had  taken  place ;  hiit  nMtwith.stamling  the  him  at  the  time   1   appeared  before  him; 

girrs  strung  asseverations  to  the  contrary,  and  it  was  the  impresition  1  had  derived 
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from  that  eonyersation  that  induced  me  vrithout  an  extra  fee  per  mile  being  paid 

to  recommend  an  appeal  to  the  magistrateb  him,  together  with  travelling  expenses  at 

at  Lambeth -street.  the  same  rate  as  Isallovred  to  the  coroner; 

This  construction  of  the  Act  by  Messrs.  —-and  another,  that  the  coroner  should  be 

Hardwicke  and  Combe  (and  on  an  atteii-  authorised  to  require  the  attendance  of 

tire  perusal  of  it  I  am  persuaded  their  de-  two  medical  witnesses  independeutlif  <f  the 

cision  is  correct),  may  perhaps  bear  hard  Jury ;  for  it  is  evident  that  in  cases  of  sns- 

on  our   profession,  because  it  is  impos-  pected  poisoning,  infanticide,  and  many 

Bible  for  any  medical  man  to  know  whe-  others,   the   concurring  testimony  of  at 

ther  he  is '  the   only   one  summoned,    or  least  two  professional  persons  is  not  only 

whether  the  coroner  may  not  have  required  desirable,  but  should  be  had  if  possible, 
the  attendance,  either  through  mistake,        Provided  the  Act  be  left  as  at  present, 

ignorance,  or  design,  of  two,  or  perhaps  see  what  must  result.    Let  us  suppose  the 

half  a  dozen  of  the  profession ;    should  coroner  to  direct  an  analysis  of  the  con- 

such  be  the  case,  only  one  would  receive  tents  of  the  stomach  before  the  jury  meet ; 

payment,  while  each  would  be  liable  to  a  either  the  medical  men  summoned  to  at- 

fine  of  fiv%  pounds  if  he  did  not  attend  tempt  this  difficult  operation    will   not 

according  to  the  order.    Under  the  old  think  himself  competent  to  do  it,  or  will 

system,— certainly  vicious  to  the  highest  shrink  fh>m  the  responsibility,  and,  failing 

negree,  *-  the  coroner    had    neither    the  to  obey,  he  will  be  fined  five  pounds,  or  he 

power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  a  me*  will  proceed  to  the  investigation,  assisted 

dical  witness,  nor  to  punish  for  disobe>  by  a  friend,  who  will  not  receive  remunera* 

dience  of  the  summons ;— under  the  pre-  tion,  and  therefore  he  will  lay  himself 

sent,  he  may  issue  a  summons  to  a  dozen,  (perhaps  unwillingly)  under  considerable 

having  authority  to  remunerate  one  only ;  obligation  to  his  friend ;  or,  lastly,  he  will 

while  at  the  same  time- every  individual  undertake  it  single-handed, and  necessarily 

called  upon  would  be  liable  to  be  fined  if  do  it  imperfectly ;  for  no  one  will  contend 

he  did  not  make  his  appearance.    This  is  that  a  delicate  chemical  analysis  can  be 

surely  a  bungling  remedy  for  a  previous  properly  performed    without   competent 

glaring  defect.  assistance.     His  testimony  will,  in  that 

In  another  respect  the  Act  is  most  faulty  case,  neither  be  so  full  not  useful  as  it 

as  regards  the  wording.    It  gives  thecoro-  might. 

ner  authority  to  call  in  the  aid  of  any        Again,  suppose  the  coroner  merely  is. 

medical  man  in  actual  practice  living  "  in  sues  his  summons  for  attendance,  witnout 

or  near  the  place  where  the  death  has  ordering  an  inspection  of  the  body ;  and 

happened."    And  the  jury,  \i«hen  assem-  the  jury  haying  met,  the  medical  witness 

bled  (provided  they  are  not  satisfied  with  declares  his  inability  to  give  eyidence  nn- 

the  medical  evidence  before  them),  may  less  an  anatomical  examination  is  made, 

require  the  assistance  of  as  many  medical  The  jury  direct  it  should  be  done,  and 

men  as  they  choose  to  name,  without  any  nominate  a  second  gentleman,  to  whom 

reference  to  their  residing  "  in  or  near"  the  they  have  the  power  of  granting  remunera- 

spot     Thus,  on  the  one  hand,  the  extent  tion.     The   inquest  must  be  adjourned, 

of  distance  implied  by  the  indefinite  term  probably,  till  next  day;  and  every  body 

nrar,  is  left  to  be  construed  according  to  concerned  loses  much  time,  which  might 

the  caprice  of  the  coroner  or  summoning  have  been  avoided  if  the  coroner  could 

officer;  and,  on  the  other,  the  jury  may  have  taken  upon  himself  conscientiously 

send  for  any  eminent  practitioner  from  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  two  profes- 

any  part  of  the  country,  affording  him  the  sional  men  in  the  first  instance. 
Very  liberal  fee  of  two  guineas  if  he  at-         It  is  not  impossible,  however,  that,  in 

tend,  and  rendering  liim  liable  to  a  fine  snch  case,  the  majority  of  the  jury  (im- 

of  five  pounds,  provided  he  decline  avail-  panelled  against  their  will,  and  anxious  to 

ing  himself  of  their  invitation.     Indeed,  make  no  greater  sacrifice  than  they  are 

this  short  piece  of  legislative  enactment  is  abitolutely  obliged  to  do,  or  perhaps  not 

so  ill  calculated  to  remedy  the  evils  pre.  wishing  to  burden  the  parish  rates  with 

viously  existing,  that  I  quite  ag^ree  with  extra  feas,    they  themselves  being  rate» 

the  magistrate  at  Lambeth-street  Police-  payers)  may  decline  calling  in  another 

office,  who  said  he  had  little  doubt  but  opinion,  or  requiring  any  anatomical  in- 

that  in  the  next  ses<<ion  of  parliament  a  spection  at  all.    If  they  are  satisfied  with 

bill  would  be  introduced  to  amend  this  doing  their  duty  in  a  slovenly  manner, 

Act,  and  place  it  on   a  more  practicable  the  coroner  has  no  alternative  but  to  bow 

footing.  to  their  decision ;  for  however  necessary 

One  of  the  alterations  I  would  propose  he  may  consider  additional  testimony,  tho 

should  be,  that  instead  of  the  words  "in  or  law  does  not  empower  him  to  obtain  it 

near,"  a  limit  of  distance  should  be  speci-  against  the   vote  of  the  majority  of  the 

fied  ;   and  that  no  practitioner  should  be  jury;  and  the  ends  of  justiire  ax«  ^^e^^^V^. 
brought  further  than  five  miles  from  home        These  are  somf  ut  \\\c  VIv^iQXl'«^\^vLTkRfts 
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likelj  to  arise  rrom  the  operation  of  this  That  the  child  Wts  bom  alive,  I  drisk 

ill-digested  statute.     Another  annovaiioe  was  clear,  frrmi  the  fact  of  its  tiodT  brisf 

that  ha»  been    already    felt,  consists  in  almost  bloodless;   the  large  vcfscls  veiv 

makinK  the  gitinff  evidence  the  sine  qua  mm  completely  empty,  and   the  viscera  fcij 

to  entitle  to  remuneration.    Medical  men  mnch    paler  dian  nataral.      Tbeie  wm 

have  been  summoned  by  the  cnnmer,  hare  also  a  small  qaantity  of  bloody  matter, 

lK>en  kept  waitings  for  hours  in  the  inqnest  exactly    such    as    the    pail     containei, 

ro<}m,  and  hare  at  last  been  told  by  the  found  in  its  stomach ;  a  conTincing  prMf 

jury  that  they  are  quite  satisfied  a^  to  the  that  it  was  not  dead  before  ita  birth.   Bit 

cause  of  death,  without  medical  testimony,  as  the  longs  had  nerer  admitted  air,  tW 

The   practitioner,    under    such    circum-  coroner  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  thst 

stanecK,  cannot  claim  his  fee,  and  of  course  the  child  could  not  be  said  to  bare  lirri 

it  would  not  be  paid.  exutero;  and  a  rerdict  of  atill-bom  WM 

Both   the    instances    I  hare    noticed  returned, 

abore  were  peculiar,  and  possessed  points  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  qoestiaa 

of  interest  in  a  medico-legial  view.    In  the  amons  physiologists,  as  to  what  shoakl  hi 

last,    a    medical    practitioner    saw    the  consiuered  sufficient  to  constitute  a  lifi 

infant  very  soon  alter  its  birth,  while  the  birth;  whether  a  few  tremnlons  Uiroki  cf 

body  was  yet  warm,  and  tried  to  rc-ani-  the  heart  are  enough,  or  whether  tiw  ii- 

mate  it  by  inflating  the  lungs  and  other  fant  must  actually  hare  respired;  bat  I 

means.    Mr.  Payne's  object  in  summoning  cannot  agree  with  the  doctrine  that,  if  ■ 

rac,  appeared  to  be  to  learn  whether,  after  fcetus  be  expelled  from   the  nteras  iato 

these  unsuccessful  attempts  at  rcsuseita-  a  fluid  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  predsdi 

tion,   a  post-mortem    examination    would  the  possibility  of  its  breathing,  while  tW 

throw  any  light  upon  the  question  whe-  unprotected  ends  of  the  broken  funis  per. 

tlior  the  cnild  was  bom  alive.  mit  the  blood  to  flow  out  of  its  budy 

In  the  other  case,  it  was  evident  that  rapidly  (supposing  the  heart  to  be  ia  ir- 

the  infant  was  expelled  living,  although  tion)  tlie  single  circnmstante  of  the  Ivb|i 

it  harl  never  breathed,  and  thnt  it  died  never  having  admitted  air,  will  wamat 

from  bleeding  through  the  umbilical  ves-  us  in  considering  it  as  still-born. 

scls.     It  was  found  with  its  head  down-  That  the  girl  did  not  intentionally  nsr- 

wnrds,  iu  a  covered  slop-pail,  nearly  full  dcr  the  child,  both  Mr.  Pater  and  mysdf 

of  bloody  water,  in  which  also  there  were  were  convinced;  but  that  she  wasgailtjf 

two  Miiallcoagula  and  a  quantity  of  indu-  of  causing   its  death   by   most  calpaUt 

rated  fn^ces.     The  funis  was  torn  asunder  neglect,  1  think  cannot  be  questioned, 

at  tlic  diKtam:c  of  eight  inches  from  the  I  am,  sir, 

umbilieus,  and  neither  was  there  a  ligature  Your  very  obedient  serrant, 

around    it,  nor  any  appearance  of  one  Francis  H.  Rambbotham. 

having  been  applied.     As  soon  as  I  saw  m]  New  Broad-street, 

the  mother,  I  made  a  search  for  the  pla-  J^^n.  2, 1^7. 

centa;  but  it  was  irot  to  be  found  in  any ■ 

of  the  cunboards  or  boxes  in  the  room.  ov 

SiisptvLting  itniight  still  bein  utcro  I  exa-  SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPEN- 

miued  the  vagina,  and  discovered  the  torn  q  a  rii?q 

end  of  the  funis,  just  within  the  vulva  :  I  5>AltIJ:,S. 

removed  the  placenta  from  the  uterus  by  in  reply  to  mr.  h.  i..  sMirn. 

the  introduelitm  of  the   hand.      It  was  

partially    adherent,  and  almost  entirely  y^  ,^^  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUi. 

within   the  uterine  eavitv.      The   whole  *'                           w»-« 

length  of  the  funis  was  only  13  inches, and  ^^^^ 

the  two  laeeratc<l  ends  tallied  most  exact-  I  snouLO  be  veiy  much  disposed  to  allow 

ly«    Although  at  least  eight  hours  had  the  letter  x)f  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith,  which  ap- 

elapsed  between  the  birth  of  the  child  and  peared  in  your  last  number,  to  remain  na- 

the  extraction  of  the  placenta,  there  did  noticed,  but  that  were  it  to  be  so,  sone 

n(»t  a|»i)car  to  have  been  more  blood  lost  who  have  not  paid  much  attention  to  the 

than  in  onlinary  labour.  subject  on  which  he  writes,  might  be  mis- 

Froin  the  girPs  statement,  and  corrobo.  led  by  it.     I  cannot  certainly  reply  to  the 

rativc  circumstHnces,  it  seemed  that,  feel-  *'  christian  charity*'  of  the  man  who  is  m 

ing  a  supposed  inclination  to  evacuate  the  liberal  in  charging  his  opponents  with 

rectum,  she  sat   upon   the  pail    for   that  prejudices,  misrepresentations,  moral  eotcardiet, 

purpos«»,  when,  the  child   being  rapidly  and  the  want  of  "  Aoweat  miwrf* /»  these  ait 

expelled,  and  the  uterus  strongly  cmbrnc-  unanswerable  arguments,  and  I  leave  your 

iiig  the  placenta  at  the  same  moment,  the  honest  cctrrespondcnt  to  the  full    enjoy- 

funis  was  put  violently  on  the  sireteh  by  nieiit  of  them.     To  the  essential  part  of 

the  weight  of  the  falling  body,  and  the  his  letter  1  can  and  will  apply  m\-self; 

jerk  snu]>jJiMl  it.                          *  for^ 
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now  mow  bold,  300!     1,  sir,  am  a  junior  -SDnreon ;  and  I 

The  Tempter,  bui  with  show  of  teal  and  lofe  -ould  not  but  feel  frrnsslv  insiilted  on   Hp 

To  man,  and  ladiKnation  Ht  hU  wrong,  f**"*"  ""^  °"'  /***.  g^Miy  insuiiea  on  Ije- 

New  part  puts  oD.**  ing  tolu>  &s  by  implication  I  was  told, 

some  seven  or  eif^ht  years  after  receiving 

If  I  can  comprehend  bim,  Mr.  S.  wishes  my  license  to  practise,  that  I  was  unworthy 

9  to  understand,  that  he  believes  there  to  attend  the  poor.    The  effect  produced 

•re  two  things  in  existing  circumstances  on  my  mind  by  these  words  of  the  "  friend 

▼ery  prejudicial  to  the  interests  both  of  of  his  profession,"  will  never  be  erased 

ibe  community  at  large  and  of  the  medi.  from  it:— all  who  were  present  can  bear 

cal  profeision.    The  first  is,  *'  the  dealing  testimony  that  I  do  not  misrepresent  him. 

in  boman  life  on  the  principle  of  con-  So  much  for  the  principle  of  contract  as 

timet,"    and   the  second,  "  competition.*'  recommended  by  Mr.  Smith,  which  is  not 

That  these  are  evils  we  are  all  agreed;  to  be  despised,  when  monopolized  by  four 

there  is  no  dispute  on  this  subject,— it  is  or  six  seniors  !     In  what  way  Mr.   S.*s 

on  the  question  of  what  is  the  best  remedy  dispensaries  will  put  an  end  to  competi- 

Ibr  them  that  difference  arises;  and  (though  tion  amongst   medical   men,  he  does  not 

at  the  risk  of  being    said    to    want  an  condescend  to  inform  us :  he  does  say  **  he 

« honest  mind")«  I  shall    endeavour   to  has  suggested  a  judicious  system  of  co- 

prore  that  Mr.  Smith  has  not  found  this  operutiou  amongst  them ;''  but  how  will 

remedy.  his  plan  secure  this?     What  is  there  in  it 

My  opinion  on  this  subject,  sir,  is  not  a  to  prevent  the  juniors  of  the  profession, 

^rc;ii^*£e,"  nor  has  it  been  hastily  formed,  thrown  upon  their  own  resources  by  ex- 

The  plan  of  self-supporting  dispensaries,  elusion  from  working  his  « judicious  sys- 

as  they  are  called,  because  they  are  only  tem  of  co-operation,"  from  combining  to 

mrimeipaUjf  supported  by  charity,  has  now  attend  the  poor  for  three. fourths,  half,  or 

been  for  some  years  before  the  profession  ;  oncfourth  of  a  penny  a  week  ?"    "  They 

doring  which  1  have  considered  it  care-  cannotdig,— to  beg  they  will  be  ashamed;" 

folly,  and  I  may  add  "  honestly,"  for  I  but  of  course  they  will  be  nothing  loth  to 

have  bad  no  private  end  to  serve.  follow    the    example  set  them  b^   their 

If  the  **eontrael  iystem"  be  '*  an  evil  so  seniors.  1  write  to  you  as  an  in/lividual, 
mat  as  to  be  unen(lurable  to  Christians,"  but  I  can  assure  Mr.  S.  that  the  members 
it  should  be  swept  away  at  once— not  to  be  of  the  British  Medical  Association  (and  I 
revived  in  any  shape.  Mr.  Smith,  how-  hare  no  doubt  the  whole  of  the  profes. 
ever,  notwithstanding  his  professed  detes-  sion)  will  duly  appreciate  the  attempts 
tation  of  the  principle,  is  endeavouring  to  made  by  him  to  uphold  the  dignity  and 
perpetuate  the  evil  under  another  form  ;  respectability  of  his  brethren  by  vili- 
for  is  that  which  he  recommends  the  less  a  fying  them  with  accusations  of  ruining 
eon  tract  because  "  the  annual  payment  is  the  poor,  by  harshly  enforcing  payment  of 
four  shillings  and  four  pence  for  an  in-  extortionate  charges;  and  the  attempted 
dividual,"  than  if  it  were  200/.  per  annum  libel  contained  in  the  following  passage  of 
lor  some  hundreds  or  thousands  ?  It  is  his  letter : — **  The  craft  is  their  status,  and 
the  same  principle  differently  applied,  they  are  naturally  prone  to  mynify  and 
and  in  no  degree  less  an  evil  than  the  sys.  misrepretetit  every  attempt  to  liberate  their 
tem  reprobated.  But  Mr.  S.  will  say  it  dens  of  drugs,  dregs,  and  darkness,  from 
is,  because,  under  his  plan,  the  poor  man  the  thick  clay  with  which  they  are  co- 
nay  choose  his  own  surgeon,  and  may  yercd."  If  the  animus  which  caused  this 
change  him  if  he  please.  Let  Mr.  Smith  nonsensical  sentence  to  be  penned  be  a 
answer  this  question  truly,  and  then  get  sample  of  that  with  which  Mr.  Smith 
ont  of  the  difficulty  it  involves  if  he  can.  would  legislate  for  the  profession,  the  less 
Wat  he  not  asked,  at  the  first  meeting  on  he  meddles  with  the  subject  the  better; 
this  subject  at  the  Ncwington  School  and  if  his  promised  scheme  is  to  partake 
House,  how  many  surgeons  he  pniposed  of  this  spirit,  I  would  strongly  advise  him 
sboold  be  attached  to  the  institution  he  to  withhold  it,  if  he  do  not  wish  to  in- 
recommended  for  the  Southwark  district ;  crea.«e  the  disgust  entertained  by  the  mass 
and  did  he  not  in  reply  say  "  four  or  six  of  the  profession  at  his  attempts  to  vilify 
of  the  leniors,  and  that  the  juniors  might  and  degrade  it. 

become  attached  to  it  as  they  should  be-  The  misquotations  and  torturings  of 
come  worthy  of  it  ?"  He  did  make  such  a  Dr.  Webster's  speech  require  some  com- 
repW,  and  1  was  indignant  at  the  humbug  ment  I  need  not,  sir,  tell  you,  or  your 
so  glaringly  apparent  in  such  a  statement,  readers,  that4he  paragraph  so  shamelessly 
conjoined  with  that  he  had  just  before  applied  by  Mr.  Smith  to  his  dispensaries, 
made,  that  his  plan  would  enable  a  poor  was  not  Dr.  Webster's ;  it  was  the  quota- 
man  to  choose  his  own  surgeon ;  and  this,  tion  from  the  Address  of  the  Southwark 
too,  was  the  plan  he  had  the  modesty  to  General  Practitioners'  Society,  which  you 

Sropoeeto  some  30  or  40  surgeons  of  a  had  the  kindness  to  publish  for  me  in  No.  7 

iftiict  in  which  there  are  between  2  and  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Medical 
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Gazette  :    Mr.    Smith   may  not   know  Most  certainly  not,  for  eretj  penny tky 

this.  can  obtain  is  wanted  daring  nnuth.    Bil» 

Mr.  Smith  **  would  like  to  be  told,  what  say  the  Poor  Law  Commiaaioncn,  "  fs- 

hnTe  P(mr  Law  Commissioners  to  do  with  lantary  kindness  and  ehariiii  will  pcrAip 

affairs  that  do  not  belong  to  them,"  (no-  often  supply  the  amount !"     If  it  uoiy, 

tilings,  certainly !)  and  he  goes  on  to  say,  what  becomes  of  the  independence  of  thi 

that   **  the  Foreign  Office  would  be  as  labourer  ?    And  if  it  do  not,  what  rcnani 

much  in  place  giving  directions  on  the  has  he,  restricted  as  the   CommisnoBm 

parish  constabulary,  as  the  Poor  Law  Com-  themselves  now  admit  relief  to  be  ?    Wil 

missioners  have  been  in  their  interfering  the  improvident  join  these  institaUoas> 

in  this  matter  at  all.*'    This  may  be  very  No;  for  they  have  no  thought  beyond  tW 

true;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  too  much  nuto-  present;  and  they  will  not  easily  be  ia- 

ricty  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  duced  to  pay  for  what  thej  may  neiw 

have  interfered  in  this  matter,  and  that  want.    In  the  parish  of  St.  Pancras  dbt 

very  largely  too,  for  Mr.  Smith  to  have  the  plan  was  tried  by  nine  medical  geatlcam 

audacity  to  say  they  have  not.    If  he  have  of  some  standing;  but  they  ooiud  gtflae 

any  doiibt,  let  him  refer  to  tlieir  recently  patients :  the  poor  conld  not,  the  impmvi. 

made  Scc<md  Annual  Report,  in  which  he  dent  would  not,  par;  and  the  attempt  died 

will  find  their  interference  avowed,  and  a  at  its  birth.    At  Portsmouth  several  ma- 

justification  attempted.    Dr.  Webster  was  dical  men  tried  a  similar  experiment,  aad 

then  right  in  saying  what  followed, as  were  vtith  a  similar  want  of  success,  from  Ibe 

the  gentlemen  present  in  applauding  what  indisposition  of  the  labouring  elassn  ts 

he  8aid,  even  if  some  of  them  should  have  become  paupers.    Dr.  James  Copland  wm 

been  (though  I  do  not  admit  they  were)  the  consulting  physician  of  the  pmeal 

"  surgeons  to  clubs  allowing  them  consi.  Marylebone  Dispensary ;  and  I  hare  Wsi 

derably  less  (than  4s.  4d.)  per  annum  for  authorized  bj  him  to  tell  my  fHends  that  b» 

each  person."    When  Mr.  Smith  was  at  was  compelled  to  withdraw  his  name ftaa 

the  Newington  meeting,  before  spoken  of,  the  institution,  in  consequence  of  fiadiBg 

the  chairman  inquired  what  was  the  rate  that  really  poor  persons  did  not  come  to  it, 

at  which  clubs  were  usually  contracted  for.  but  thattlic  patients weresoch as ougfat,aD4 

This  rate  was  said  by  a  surgeon  of  a  club  could  well  afford,  to  pay  their  own  lacdi- 

to  be  very  low;  but  this  gentleman  forgot  cal  men.    These  are  facts  which  are  bcftfr 

to  add,  what  my  friend  Mr.  HnwcU  imine-  worth  consideration  than  any  vague  aav* 

diately  suggested,  that  **  surgeons  in  inak-  tlons  as  to  the  utility  of  these  things :  thrf 

ing  thoir  calculations  for  these  contracts,  may  be  useful  enough  to  those  who,  hy 

also  calculate  on  not  baring  to  attend  means  of  them,  hare  got  Into  pnctiesi 

aliovc  one-third  who  may  become  sick,  of  they  never  could  have  obtained  withost 

those  whom  they  contract  to  attend  if  re-  them  ;  but  it  is  not  by  this  reason  that  the 

quired  ;"   and  such  is  the  result  praeti-  mass  of  the  profession  will  be  induced  is 

cally,  that  two  thirds  of  tlie  members  of  supfMirt  them. 

these  clubs  never  call  upon  the  surgeons        Wh  it  ought  to  be  the  remedies  for  the 
of  them  for  attendance,  but  employ  tlieir  manyexistingevils,Iamnotnowdispofiedti) 
own  private  surgeons  in  preference:  the  inquire,  as  thiApafier  has  already  exceeded 
great  object  gained  bv  the  ajipointmcnt  of  wlmt  I  intended  should  be  its  limits:  it 
a  surgeon  to  a  club  being  the  prevention  will  have  effected  its  purpose,  if  tbeabsor- 
of  im]K>»(ition  by  feigned  illness,  the  greater  dities  of  Mr.  Smith's  plan  of  reform !  have 
portion  of  these  clubs  affording  to  their  been  pointed  out.    At  m  future  time  I maj 
members  a  weekly  stipend  during  illness,  be  disposed  to  go  further  into  the  snbject; 
But  would  these  be  the  circumstances  of  until  then,  sir,  I  am, 
a  surgeon  of  a  penny  club  or  dispensary,  Your  obedient  servant, 
not    having  any  advantages  to  offer  to  W.  Eiues. 
its  members  other  than  the  affording  them        Souttawsrk,  Dec.  27, 1836. 

medical  aid  when  sick  ?     Would  they  ne- '        

gleet  to  call  upon  him  for  that  which  they  "^  ' 

were  told  they  had  fully  paid  for  ?     And       EXAMINATIONS  AND  CONDUCT 

by  what  a  payment!     Does  Mr.  Smith,  in  OF  THE  EXAMINERS  AT 

tfcc  simplicity  of  his  heart,  really  believe,  APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

or  expect  any  one  else  to  believe,  that  this  **«»-*-. 

penny  a  week  can  be  a  sufficient  rcraune>  — 

ration  for  the  skill,  time,  exertions,  and  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medieml  GaietU. 

anxieties,  of  a  senior  medical  man  ?     If 

BO,  what  may  the  juniors  expect  ?  Sir, 

It  is  also  important  to  inquire  who  are  Hin  it  not  been  for  the  recent  outrage  at 

the  iKirPons  to  whom  this  ill  paid-for  at.  Apothscaries'  Hall,    I   should    not  have 

tendance  is  to  be  given  ?     Will  the  neces.  offered  any  ob wr^ations  on   the  letter  of 

SI  tons  poor  subscribe  to  these  institutions  P  your  correspondent,  at  p.  428,  who  is  still 
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designated  a  '*  Student,*'  though   it  ap-  dual  in  question,  there  seems  to  me  to  be 

pears  that  he  nassed  his  examination  nine  no  doubt ;  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  the 

years  ago,  and  must,  consequently,  be  up.  uproar  then  made  would  not  have  been 

wards  of  thirty  years  of  a^^e.  allowed  to  die  away  so  soon.     Why  was 

Being  a  very  old  member  of  the  Society  not    a   mandamus  applied  for,    as    was 

of  Apothecaries  of  London,  I  have  been  a  threatened  ?  —  because    the   young  mau 

not  inattentive  observer  of  the  proceedings  knew  that  he  had  not  given  such  answers 

of  the  Court  of  Examiners ;  and  I  think  to  the  Court  of  Examiners  as  were  satis- 

there  arc  so  many  circumstances  in  that  factory, or  could  authorize  a  mandamus  to 

letter,  unadvisedly  and  incorrectly  stated,  issue.    Or,  if  any  wrong  or  injustice  was 

that  I  am  induced  tww  to  make  a  few  committed,    why*  was  not  a    complaint 

comments  upon  it.    Under  ordinary  cir-  made  to  the  Court  of  Assistants?     The 

cumstances,  1  should  have  let  such  absur-  Court  of   Assistants  of   the   Society    of 

dities  find  their  own  level;  but  as  such  Apothecaries,  by  whom  the  Court  of  Exa- 
unadvised  and  incorrect  statements,  when  *  miners  are  elected,  would,  on  application 

inserted  in  your  periodical,  may  be  consi-  made  to  them,  have  inquired  into  any  in- 

dercd  as  possessing  some  authenticity, and  justice  or  wrong  committed  by  any  mem- 

aa  they  are  calculated  to  make  the  better-  her  of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  and  who- 

minded  class  of  students,  and  practitioners  ever  was  proved  to  have  acted  unjustly 

in    general,  think   less  worthily  of   the  and  contrary  to  his  oath,  would  unques- 

Society  of  Apothecaries  than  they  deserve,  tionably    have    been  removed  from    the 

I  have  determined  to  point  out  some  of  Court.  But  neither  was  the  King*s  Bench 

the  passages  which  I  think  objectionable,  moved  for  a  mandamus,  nor  the  Court  of 

Your  correspondent,  in  the  first  place.  Assistants  applied  to  for  an  inouiry,  and 

gives  OS  a  very  strong  opinion  respecting  why  ? — simply  because  the  canaidate  knew 

the  rejection  of  a  candidate,    some  time  that  he  had  not  a  leg  to  stand  upon — that 

ago,  which,  he  says,  was**  a  positive  inj  us-  his  examination  was  perfectly  fair,  and 

tice  on  Uie  part  of  the  Jlali,"  meaning  by  even  lenient— and  that  he  was  most  justly 

that  word  tiie  Court  of  Examiners,  for  the  rejected. 

Hall,  in  its  collective  scn&is  had  nothing  to  Vour  correspondent  afterwards  com* 
do  with  the  aflTair.  And  he  founds  this  plains  of  the  cimduct  of  the  beadle — whe- 
opinion  upon  his  own  judgment,  "  for  he  ther  with  reason  or  not,  I  cannot  tell;  but 
bad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  examined  this  I  can  tcU  him,  that  the  beadle,  like 
twice."  Now  though  I  did  not  hear  him  every  other  officer  and  servant  of  the  cor- 
examined  at  all,  I  feel  quite  assured  that  poration,  is  amenable  to  the  Court  of  As- 
no  injustice  was  done  by  rejecting  him ;  sistants,  and  would  infallibly  be  removed 
and  I  will  tell  vour  correspondent  why.  from  his  office  upon  the  requisite  proof  of 
But, in  the  first  place,  let  me  ask  by  whom  his  having  been  guilty  of  misconduct. 
were  these  two  examinations  made  ?  by  a  What  the  author  means  **  by  the  manner 
grinder,  who  had  been  preparing  him  for  the  Company  *  behaves  towards  students 
some  time  for  these  examinations?  or  was  now,*'  1  cannot  conceive.  Has  the  Corn- 
it  by  a  disinterested  individual,  who  had  pany  ever  been  applied  to  on  account  of, 
only  at  heart  to  elicit  the  actual  amount  or  acquainted  with,  **  the  not-over-civiP' 
of  information  and  ability  which  the  stu-  conduct  which  has  annoyed  your  corre- 
dent  possessed  ?  spondcut  ? 

.      I  am  told  that  it  is  a  very  common  prac-        He  complains  that  "  the  names  of  the 

tice  with  the  grin^en,  to  tell  their  pupils,  Examiners  are  not  known  to  the  world  by 

"you  will  be  asked  such  and  such  qucs-  any  scientific  works,  and  by  their  not  be- 


nation    before  the  Court    takes  a    very  be  the  third,    1   do  not  know  how   tlie 

different  eourse — that  questions  alto^ther  Court  of  Assistants  can  select  any  of  the 

of  a  dlflerent  nature  are  asked,  it  is  not  heads  of  the  profession  to  be  members  of 

surpriaiDg  they  are  nnprepared  to  answer  the  Court  of  Examiners ;  but  in  the  pre* 

them,  and  that,  in  fact,  their  frequently  cent  list  of  Examiners  are  to  be  found  the 

shew  otter  ignorance  upon  subjects  of  the  names  of  two  gentlemen  who  have  venr 

greatcit    importance.    Can   it,  then,  bo  much     distinguished    themselves,     both 

wondered  at,  when  a  student  has  been  abroad  and  at  home,  as  army  surgeons. 

thos  losing  bis  time  in  preparing  for  a  There  are  several  who  are  members  of 

fiarticnlar  kind  of  examination,   which  eminent  literary  and  scientific  clubs  and 

probably  will  not  be  touched  upon,  in- ; ; .  ..    «.  „ 

L«i  o/giantag  a  thojough  knowledge  of  ,.;^^X'h?«".T'M'i'.:,Twil3,'',?..''»i 

bia    profeaalon— can    it   be   wonderea    at,  jf^eletp    of   Apothccarie*  of  London ;   snd  the 

that  Dedmold  find  himself  rejected?  arms  crmt,  and  noUo,   were  granted,  by   tbe 

Tbat  tbii  was  the  case  with  the  indivi-  Hcrald'i  College,  tu  the  Sociefff. 
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assfK-iations ;  there  are  two,  who,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  passages  quoted,  ex- 
tracted, and  appropriated,  from  their  re- 
spcctive  publications,  are  well  known  to 
the  profession  by  their  scientific  works; 
and  every  individual  member  possesses 
more  than  enough  of  literature  and  science 
to  raise  him  high  above  the  oi  ifoXKoi. 

Your  correspondent  fancies  that  the 
Court  of  Examiners  "  cannot  keep  a  can- 
didate  back  six  months,  if  he  is  rejected 
in  classical  Latin.''  In  this  he  is  misera- 
bly mistaken.  It  was  because  the  Court 
does  possess  this  power,  and  because  there 
were  so  many  rejections  of  candidates,  in 
consequence  of  their  inability  to  translate 
Celsus  and  Gregory,  that  the  Court  insti- 
tuted  the  preliminary  examinations  in 
Latin  medical  classics.  These  prclimi- 
nary  examinations  are  not  made  before  the 
whole  Court;  if-  thty  were, and  the  candi- 
date could  not  pass,  he  would  be  prevented 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament  from  presenting 
himself  again  for  six  months.  But  the 
examinations  take  place  before  two  or 
more  members  of  the  Court,  in  order  to 
Sparc  the  pupil,  if  he  cannot  translate 
Latin  properly,  this  six  months'  rejection. 
That  these  preliminary  examinations  have 
not  answered  the  intention  so  well  as  was 
expected,  I  am  much  afraid;  but  it  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  malignant  influcnee 
of  the  gniuiing  system  that  it  has  failed, 
and  perhaps  greater  strictness  in  these  ex- 
aminations would  be  useful. 

Your  correspondent  goes  on  to  say, 
**  Should  they  reform,  no  one  wishes  the 
Worshipful  Company  less  evil  than  myself; 
but  should  they  continue  their  opprt'S.sive 
regulations,  I  shall  rejoice  most  heartily 
if  the  University  puts  an  end  to  their  pre- 
tensions.'' Having  failed  to  prove  op- 
ptesiive  regulaiiotUf  it  may  fairly  be  asked 
whether  your  corrcspcmdent  is  duly  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  the  regulations  of 
the  C<»url  of  Examiners  ?  J  believe  he  is 
nr»t,  but  that  he  argues  from  what  he  has 
heard,  and  not  from  what  he  knows.  As 
to  the  I'niversity  putting  an  end  to  their 
pretensions,  he  ou\i}d  to  know  that  the 
University  has  no  such  power.  An  act  of 
]>arliament  may,  indeed,  repeal  the  Apo- 
thecaries'  Act  of  1815,  and  mav  give  to 
the  University  the  power  whicn  is  now 
lodged  with  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
An  J  its  Court  of  Examiners;  but  till 
parliament  does  repeal  the  one  and  con- 
stitute the  other,  the  University  of  London 
possesses  no  more  power  than  does  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society, 
or  the  Liuniean  Society,  or  any  other 
society  subsisting  only  by  the  King's 
charter;  for,  fortunately,  the  King's  char- 
ter cannot  set  aside,  or  abolish,  an  act  of 
parliament. 

Scrutator. 
DiC«inber27,  1837. 
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George  Frederick  Adims,  Colnbmokv  Backs. 

George  Frederick  Naylur,  Batley  Car,  York»blib 

Christopher  Jewitun,  Ruthwell,  Yorirslifre. 

William  Skilbedc,  Attley.  Yorkshire. 

Edward  Cane  JeproD,  Gainsborough,  Lincolmhin. 

George  Soutbam ,  Maneheater. 

Digory  Wuine  Sargent,  LauncMtoo,  ComiralJ. 

Michael  Harris.  Hackney. 

Thomas  Brightman,Spiildlng. 

William  James  Loch,  Newcastle  on  Tyoe. 

Arthur  O'Brien  Jnues,  Bromley,  Kecjt. 

Thomas  Fryer  Webb,  Wellington.  Salop. 

Thomas  Edmund  Horseman,  Middle  Salop. 

James  Piummer. 

December  29,  183G. 

John  Lister,  Don  caster. 
Robert  Jones.  Ll^nfyllln. 
Edward  Sarage  Uarilaad,  Barwash. 
Richard  Phillips,  Harerfordwest. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  Mortality,  Jan.  3,  1837. 


Abrcess         .       •  S 

Age  Mnd  Debility  .  39 

Apoplexy      •        •  3 

Asthma          •        •  13 

Cancer          •        •  1 

Childbirth     .       .  8 

Consumption        .  40 
Constipation  of  the 

Bowels       .        •  1 

Convulsions         .  29 

Croup    ...  4 
Dentition  orTeethiuf  I 


Dropsy 
Dropvy  in  the  Brain 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest 
Fever     .        .        • 
Fever,  Scarlet      . 
Gout     .        •       • 


HoopinR*  Cough   . 
Inflammation 

Rou'eU&  Stoaach 

Brain 

Lungs  and  Pleura 
Jaundice 
Liver,  diseaaed    . 
Measles         •        « 
Morilficatlon        . 
Paralysis        •       • 
Scrofula         . 
Small-pox     •       . 
Spasms  .       • 

S(one  fc  Gravtl  . 
Thrush 
Uu known  Cavaca 


13 
8 
1 
3 

1  I  Caaualtiea 


Increase  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  \  ^ 
the  precedini;  week  ,        .J 
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h'qtt  at  Edmonton,  iMitude  51<>  37' St^  K. 
Longitude  0^  3'  51"  \V.  of  Greeuwick. 


Dec.  1836. 

Thursday .  ?9 
Friday  .  .  80 
Sat  unlay  .  31 

Jan.  1837. 
Sunday  .  .    I 
Bfonday.  .    2 
Tuesday .  .   3 
Wednesday  4 


THKRMOMBmtt. 

from  22  to  32 
23  3:i 
20      33 


BAKOMRTtft. 

2»*9I  toS9fi 

29  97      30^ 

30  16      30^ 


25 

C 

28 

24 


34 
33 
40 
36 


30-39 
30-29 
30*23 
30*20 


3037 


30-91 
•0-tl 


Prevailing  wind,  t^l  the  morning  of  3d.  If  >  < 
N.W. ;  since  W.  and  S.W. 

Generally  cloudy  till  the  1st  lost ;  since  gevf- 
rally  clear,  except  on  the  4th.  A  little  anow  fdi 
on  thu2yth,.30th.  and3l«t  nit. 

Tlie  sudden  and  great  fall  of  the  themoaetcr 
on  the  morning  uf  the  2d,  has  not  been  eqaalled 
since  FeWninry,  1831);  the  rise  on  the  same  da? 
wat  even  more  rapid.  The  thaw  has  contlnnmIL 
with  the  exception  of  the  night  of  the  3d«  and  the 
quantity  of  snow  is  gradually  diminUblsg. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 

Wikiiux  <k  b'ON,  Printers,  57, bkiiuier^SULwidoi* 
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LECTURES  the  term  pnematare,  which  iDcludes  ihfi 

latter  idea;  but  with  this  at  present*we 
ON  have  nothixif^  to   do.      By   mataritj,  aa 

compared   with   immaturity,  is    implied 
FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  such  a  degree  of  development  to  the  foB- 

tus  as  is  consistent  with   the  power  of 
Delivered  at  the  Alderagate  School  of  Medicine^     continuing  an  independent  existence.     It 

may  be  more  or  less  complete,  and  in  so  far 
Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  recedes  from  or  approaches  to  the  state  of 

immaturity.     ]  have  already  described  the 
—  characters  which  mark  the  mature  infant*, 

when  I  also  gave  an  account  of  the  pro- 
Lecture  X V  I.  grcss  of  development  in  the  foetus,  up  to 


Birth  ^Viamm    inFrefich  law -^  Fama  strictly  speaking,  any  thing  short  of  l^^^ 

clitm^^Karlv  instances  of  Maturity-Sijrn*  pi^timty  just  alluded  to  should  constitute 

rf^nfficieut  Afo<uri/v-.NATURALa«rf  MoN-  ^'"S^""  >  '.^I^V^'"'  InnUation  nmy  mtro- 

STROUS    Births -/..^a/    Definition    of  duccd  will  obviate  any  charge  of  macca- 

Alnntier^TabU  of  aU  known  3im.,/n.*.-.i.^,  'f'y-     ^ «  -^  »a^l'  iherefojc,  inquire  what 

with  liemarkt^Hiadle^  and  hraiuUn  Monl  "^'free  of  inatunty  is  sufficient  for  extra- 

Mten-^DouhleMomters"  Parasitical  Focuses  "v""?!'^'     .           r.        i,*.   u             •  -j 

c J             fr,       ^r^    ^i' 41,^  vi,  />»;:«<  </t>aftf/«)«».^It  ought  to  be  premised 

'"Sufpoted  case  —  Iransiumtion  oftheVu..,^       ,         .  i     i«.*i     ^  •              e 

/\     ,'      ^ I  -w. . /•«-:».•-.  ^^«  thatourlaws  take  little  or  no  cognizance  of 

t^ra-^Huetlwn  of  mural  pecutiarutes   con-  .,           ...        _.           *     •.       r  .u-.  •   /•     * 

«  J    -.I  41  ,  4  »^  the  maturity  or  immaturity  of  the  infant 

necled  vHh  that  state.  ^i   i  •  .i      'r  ••   u     i            i*             i 

at  birth;  if  it  be  born  alive,  and  not  a 

The  medico-legal  considerations  connect-  monster,  (and  both  these  facts  are  under. 

ed  with  the  births  of  children  are  nume-  stood  with  great  latitude,)  it  is  generally 

roos  and   highly  important.     Births  are  sufficient  for  every   legal   purpose.    The 

matare   or    immature,  natural   or   mon-  circumstance    of  birih    merely,   confirms 

strous,  single  or  plural,  prxmature  or  re*  in    certain    cases    very   important  privi- 

tarded,  live  or  still,  legitimate  or  illegiti-  leges   acquired  at   an   curlier   date;   for 

mate,  &€.      The  determination  of  the  fact  an    infant    in    its    mother's    womb,    or 

in  all  such  cases  chiefly  depends  on  roedi-  ventre  sa  mere,  to  use  the  legal  phraseology^ 

eal  efidence,  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  is  snpp<»sed  in  law,  for  many  purposes,  to 

bow  mocb  the  result  may  aflect  the  peace  be   already  born.     It   is  capable  of  hav. 

and  welfare  of  families,  and  the  safety  and  iiig  a  legacy,  or  a  surrender  of  a  copyhold 

iMmoQr  of  individuals.  estate  made  to  it.    It  is  enabled  to  have 

an  estate  limited  to  its  use,  and  to  take 

Mature  and  Immature  Births,  afterwards  bv  such  limitation,  as  if  it  were 

Tbe  tenns  mature  and  immature  suggest  then   actually   bom.      It  takes  laud   by 

the  idea  of  a  certain  degree  of  growth  of  descent,  though  in  that  case  the  prcsump- 

the  fcBtos,  without  any  immediate  refer-  tive  heir  may  enter  and  receive  the  profits 

eooe  to  tbe  time  at  which  it  is  bom.    3Ia-     :- 

ture  has,  indeed,  another  correlative  in  *  Lecture  Hi.  pp.  68, 6'j,  present  Tuiume. 
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for  Ills  own  use  till  the  birth  of  the  chiJ:!,  case  of  children  that  have  died ;  Capvmi, 

which  seems  to  be  the  only  interest  it  for  instance,  says  that  as  long  as  the  ibAbI 

loses  by  its  situation.    These  privileges  lires,  it  is  seized  and  possessed  of  its  pr^ 

date  from  the  moment  of  conception:  there  perty  beyond  the  possibility  of  diitpBtr; 

are  others,  chiefly  havinjc  reference  t(»  the  out  that  in  rase  of  it«  death,  it  may  be- 

protection  extended  to  the  infant  against  come  a  question  whether  it  wa^Tiabkor 

the  infliction  of  injnricfi,  (hereafter  to  be  not,  in  order  to  determine  whether  it  vti 

noticed)  which  commence   at    the    time  capable    of   transmitting^    its    succession, 

of  quickening.      The    subsequent    birth  Others  arc  of  a  different   opinion;  yet 

of  the  child  1ms  in  all  such  cases  much  it  oppears  strange  that  there  should  be 

influence  in  modifying  the  nature  of  the  any  mistake  in  the  matter,  when  tbekir 

crime.     If  the  child  be  bom  alive,  and  seems  so  plainly  to  indicate  that  a  Utng 

afterwards  die  in  ctmscquencc  of  injuries  child  may  be  declared  Tiable  or  not,  nst 

alleged  to  haw  been  committed  on  it  in  only,  as  we  have  seen,  in  reference  to  lc(j- 

uterOf  it  is  murder:  it  is,  however,  some,  tim'acy,  but  the  snccession  to  property;  for 

times,  in  respect  to  the  charge  of  infanti-  a  presumptive  heir  may  enter  and  ruse 

cide,  of  great  consequence  to  be  able  to  the  question  of  Tiability  while  the  iniiDt 

move  that  the  child  was  immature,  or  not  is  still  living.    There  may  seem,  bowmr, 

likely  to  have  lived,    when   a  person  is  one  excuse  fur  the  ricw  taken  of  the  snb- 

chorged  with  having  caused  its  death.  ject  by  M.  Capuron — namely,  that  piaeti* 

Viabili  y. — In  France,  both  for  civil  and  cally  speaking,  the  fact  of  non-risbility 

criminal  purposes,  it  is  absolutely  neces-  ran  be  rarely  detrraiined  (howeter  rislri- 

sary  not  only  to  dctcnninc  whether  a  child  lity  may)  during  the  life  of  the  infsnt; 

has  been   live  born,   hut  whether  it  has  and  perhaps  it  would  be  in  any  case  si 

also  had  a  capacity  for  continuing  to  lire,  unsafe  to   pronounce    a   Hiring   child  to 

This  is  what  is  called  its  liahiUtt ;  and  an  be  not  viable,  as  to  decide  that  a  wound 

infant  is  pronounced  n'ab/r  (from  the  Latin  is  absolutely  mortal,  the  individual  kIia 

via)f  when  it  is  considered  capable  of  pro.  received  it  being  still  alive,  with  all  tbofc 

cecding  on  the  journey  of  life  under  ordi>  chauces  of  recoverv  which  natare  somr- 

nary    circumstances.      According   to   the  times  so  benignnntly  provides,  c?en  in  tbe 

Code cii  i/,  concerning  inheritances  and  lega-  most  desperate  eases.     But  to  retnm  to  the 

cies,  the  child  which  is  not  born  viable  is  question  of  maturity, 
placed  in  the  same  category  as  if  it  had         Jtistancfs  of  early  matHrity. — Althoagh  it 

not  been  begotten.     Also,  with  reference  is  only  the  infant  produced  at  the  ninth 

to  legitimacy,  if  a  child,  bom  within  180  month  of  intra-uterinc  life  that  can  be 

days  after  marriage,  be  declared  viable,  it  considered  completely    mature,  instances 

may  be  disclaimed  by  the  husband,  pro-  are  numerous  of  children  bom  at  earlier 

vided  he  was  not  cognizant  of  his  wife's  periods    being  sufficienily  mature  to  raa 

pregnancy  at  the  time  of  marriage,  nor  the  ordinary  course  of  hnraan  existence. 

a.ssisted  in  registering  the  infant's  birth.  The  old  writers  supply  us  with  some  fei? 

The  French  law  does  not  define  riabi-  remarkable  cases,  which  ought  not  to  be 

lity:    the   determination   of   the   fact    is  overhtoked,  a<(  it  is  by  the  weight  of  &cfs 

therefore  left  dependent  on  medical  evi-  and  not  by  preconceived  theory,  that  the 

dence.     But  it  is  curious  that  the  French  question  is  to  be  decided.     We  have  Avi- 

mcdical  jurists  are  by  no  means  agreed  cenna,  Schenck,  Spisrclius,  Valisneii,  Am- 

as  to  what   should,   or  should  not,  con*  manus,  Dicmerbrocck,  and  others,  statisg 

Rtitute  this    condition   of    the  new-bom  examples  of  children  having  lived  toadalt 

child.    The  definitions  they  give   us  arc  age,  and  even  to  the  ordinary   limits  of 

sufficiently  vague,  and  even  the  latest  and  human  life,  though  bom  only  five  montbs 

most  practical  of  their  writers,  M.  Dcver.  after  conception.    FortunioLicvti,aceoid- 

gie,  after  stating  the  several  forms  of  ex-  ing  to  Capuron,  was  bom  at  four  months 

pression  in  which  the  term  is  defined  by  and  a  half — at  five  months,  according  to 

Fodere,  Capuron,  Marc,  Orfila,  Velpeau,  Kiihnholz— yet  lived   to   the  age  of  T9. 

and  others,  cannot  he  more  ex]>licit  than  His  father,  says  Mahon,  did  not  despair  of 

this,  that  viability  denotes  **  the  aptitude  preserving  him,  though,  when   bom,  be 

for  extra-uterine  life,  characterized  by  the  was  no  longer  than  one's  hand;  he  pst 

maturity  of  the  infant,  the  good  conforma-  him  beside  the  fire  (into  an  oven,  as  some 

tion  of' the  principal  organs  of  the  econo-  say),  ond  there  kept  him  in  a  degree  of 

my,  and  the  healthy  state  of  those  organs  temperature  like  that  which  favours  tbe 

at  the  epoch  of  b'irth."    Now  here  arc  artificial  hatching  of  eggs.     Belloc  mea- 

three  conditions  on  which  viability  is  made  tions  his  having  seen  a  female  infaot, 

to  depend,  each  of  them  affording  ample  born  about  the  sixth  month,  which  «ii 

room  for  discussion.      Nor  is  this   all :  only  a  foot  long,  and  liKiked  like  a  littk 

some  of  tho  said  jurists  hold  that  theques-  skinned  rabbit;  yet  she  was  careftiUy  M, 

tion  of  viability  can  only  be  raised  in  the  and  lived  to  woman's  estate.      Manhal 
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RIchellea  wu  neognized  »  liable  b;  Ibc  Dr.  Reid,  who  mw  the  child  in  question, 

psrliaiDCDt  of  Paiia,  nlthough  bom  only  and  examined  minutelj  into  all  the  cir- 

■t  fire  nionthx.    Dr.ftlon^om^rf,  ofUnb.  cumitanees  connected  with  itibirtli:  theia 

lin,  Mate*  that  the  earliest  cases  he  faaii  gentlemen  certified  that  it  nu  quite  )ins. 

ntet  with  were  a  child  bnro  alive  at  the  sible  ibnt  the  inrant  wai  begotten  aflor 

end  or  Ave  montLii,  but  which  iinly  liicri  a  the  marriage  •. 

few  miiiulesi   and  anulher  burn  at   lire  The  opinion  of  Dr.  William  Hunter,  in 

innnlhi  and  a  hair,  which  lired  only  four  answer  to  an  interrt^fatury  which  was  once 

bonrs.  put  to  him  on  thin  subject,  is  worth  qaoting. 

A  curiooiicate  beenmetheiubjectof  dts-  "A  child  may  be  Wn  aJiii  at  any  time 

cussion  in  Scotlttnd  not  long  since.    It  wa!  afler  thtte  months;   but  we  see  none  bnm 

(t  cB<e  of  enrlv  birth,  whiih,  coupled  with  irirA  poaert  of  tiling  (a  nniiliniid,  or  of  being 

(be  tiate  of  the  cliild,  invnlred  matter  fur  reared,  before  vicn  caleudar  months,  or 

scandal   among  the  nialiciounlr  dispnst'd.  near  that  lioie." 

A  clFrgjman  had  been  married  to  bit  lady  It  is  eiident  from  all  this,  thai  the  f«et 

nnly   Etc   mnnlhs  and    Incnty-one  days,  of  nialurily  or  immaturity  can  nut  be  de- 

when  be  became  the  father  of  an  infant —  lennined  by  the  mere  circumstance  of  tha 

freble,  indeed,  and  not  three  ponnds  in  infant  being  bom  berore  or  Hltcr  a  cBrtain 

weight — but  whicli  by  great  caie  was  kept  lint  ;  but  that  we  must  be  guided  in  nnr 

nlive.    It  lUTTired  birth  for  several  weeks,  decision  by  the  physical  chamclcrs  which 

ttnd   may    be   still   living,    for   aught    I  we   find   dcTclojwd.     Children  at   eeveli 

know;    but  its  mature  appearance  was  mnntluareortcnTcryincomplelclymalnre, 

Dnfortunate  for  the  good  repute  of  the  pa.  allhougli  it  is  an  age  perfectly  conalitent 

rents;  a  Jamn  r/aimua  was  raised,  and  va-  with  viability;   there  am  also  nnmerou* 

riuus  presbytery  meetings  were  held,  to  in-  Instances  ofchildren  born  at  thia  period, 

quire  and  determine  how  far  the  clergy-  well   prepnrcd   for  the  business  nf  lilt, 

man  was  liable  to  the  charge  of  having  Professor  Chaussier  was  a  seven  months' 

iDfringed  the  rules  of  morality.    The  elm-  child;  Geoi^  the  Third,  the  most  long. 

meter  of  the  imr'.ies  wns  Inekily  good,  and  liied,    and    |icrhD|>s    the    most    prullfle 

(here  had  teen  nothing  like  conecniinent  of  our  kings,  was  bi>rn  at  seven  months, 

Emctised:     their  intended   miirrin3;c   had  complete;  and  M.  Kiinholhz  mentions  hll 

een  approied  fur  months  previous  to  lis  own  wife,  the  mother  of  nineteen  children, 

cek'liration,  and  there  was  nothing  to  pre-  es  baring  come  into  the  world  U  tba 

rent  its  taking  place.   Hlien  Ibecbild  was  same  early  period. 

bom  there  wns  no  prcjiaratii.n  for  it— all  Signt  bI  uwdirif «.— But  without  referring 
were  taken  by  surprise,  and  nohody  ci-  to  precedents  and  examples  which  may  be 
pectcd  the  infant  to  live.  Under  these  readily  adduced  on  boilisl.les,  our  business 
circumt lances,  and  chicdy  movc<l  liy  the  asmedical  jurists  enn  only  lie  properly  cxe- 
tncdical  certificates  produced  in  cvittcncc,  culcd,  in  reference  to  the  question  of  matu- 
(hc  presbilerj  decided  in  Ihtour  of  the  ritv,  by  a  careful  personal  inspection  of 
clcravman.  the  infknt.  We  must  look  to  its  liingth, 
Til e  medical  evidence  adduced  in  ibis  and  to  what  poiut  the  middleofthelength 
case  was  interesting.  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  cnrrcsp<mda  ;  we  must  observe  the  sizs 
Kdinbiirgh,  was  consulted  :  he  could  not  oT  the  head,  the  growth  of  the  hair,  tho 
e  the  child,  l)iit  sent  n  statement  of  slate  nf  the  nails,  the  colour  and  textnrs 
,  nion  relative  to  siieh  early  hinlis.  of  the  skin,  the  scliaccons  deposit  on  the 
said  that  his  own  experience  was  op-  skin  at  the  time  of  birth,  and  the  breadth 
poied  to  the  probability  of  a  child  born  in  of  the  rinlnnelles.  In  addition  to  this,  we 
the  tixth  month  surviving;;  he  referred,  should  attend,  in  the  living  infant,  to  the 
however,  to  two  cases  where  children  liail  mode  in  whiirh  the  principal  vital  fune. 
lived  under  similar  circumstances  of  pre-  tions  areperliirmed,— those,  namely,  of  re. 
■natnre  hirtli.  One  of  tlicHC  occurred  in  apiration,  drculalion,  and  digestion.  The 
1710,  when  the  wife  of  ac-lcigyman  was  forccandmanneroritscrics,howit  sucks — 
delivered  ofa  livingchild  within  five  lunar  whether  con  linuously,  indicating  that  re- 
months  after  marriage,  and  ihe  celebrated  suiiatiou  througli  the  nostrils  is  free,  or  at 
Dr.  Pilcaim,  and  two  other  eminent  short  intervals,  showing  that  there  it  a 
prw  tit  loners,  gere  it  as  their  opinion  tliat  necessity  to  let  go  the  nipple  in  order  to 
It  bad  been  prucnaled  after  the  marriage  get  breath,— all  this  thonld  be  noticed  at- 
of  the  parents.  The  other  case  occurred  tcniively.  Again,  rn)m  the  colour  of  tha 
in  IWIo.whinamarriedwomangavcbirth  skin,  the  state  of  the  nmht  Ileal  cord,  and 
tu  m  living  child  nineteen  weeks  after  con.  the  pulse,  wo  may  infer  the  strength  of  the 
■.■cplion.anditliccdayearandahalf.   Uc-  bear  fs  action.    And  finally,  ne  can  form 

■fae  this  opinion  uf 'Dr.  Hamilton,  thcro     — . 

n»  aJao  giveu  that  of  Dr.  Thatcher  and  •  Ucnir«t  Oaiktte,  vni.  xvil.  p.  Bt. 
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a  further  judgment  of  the  infant's  powers  kind,  he  cannot  be  heir;    bat  if  be  batk 

from  the  np])earance  of  the  meconium  or  deformity  only,  he  may  inberit.     Thi*  is 

first  fa?cal  matter.  in  fact  the  substance  of  wbat  the  law  savs: 

ShouM  there  be  an  opportunity  of  pur-  but  what  room  is  there  not  in  these  ttw 

snint^  the  inquiry  after  the  death  of  the  words  for  dispute  and  litigation  ?     Where 


lun^s  ha?c  admitted  air,  and  wlicther  any  says  Mr.  Amos,  "  how  does  the  law  pro- 
part  of  them  be  diseased.  But  of  such  tests  vide  for  the  case  of  the  Siamese  youths, 
there  will  be  a  better  occasion  to  speak  their  rig^hts  in  regard  to  third  parties  and 
when  we  come  to  treat  of  infanticide.  to  each  other? — and   how   for  a   |ienirfia 

whoFc  face  may  be  inhuman,  but  may  pin. 

Natural  and  Monarous  Births.  sess  reason— sav  the  case,  r«al  orsuppcKcd, 

In  reference  to  the  shape  and  structure  of  the  pig-faced  lady  ?   and  probably,  rae- 

of  the  infant  at  birth,  a   question   may  dical  men  may  put  a  number  uf  other  in- 

arisc,  consistently  with  the  actual  state  oY  stance^; — 1  answer,   that   the   law  sars 

our  common  law,  whetlier  it  is  human  or  nothing  more  than  what  I  hare  just  ivad; 

monstrous.  and  that,  therefore,  if  a  case  of  muostruos 

Lefral  diiiinctionn. — Our  law   recognizes  birth  should  be  brought  before  the  courts, 

monsters ;  such  beings,  as  the  possible  issue  the  courts  will  seek  for  all  the  medical  in- 

of  human  parents,  are  mentioned  in  ex>  formation  that  can  be  obtained,  and  will 

plicit   terms.      **  A  mon:>ter,**  wc   find   it  legislate  for  the  particular  occasion ;  onlr 

stated  in  Coke  upon   Littleton,  **  which  they  will  not  call  it  lei^islation,  but  wift 

^'-^th  not  the  shape  of  mankind,  cannot  be  pretend  to  found  their  decision  upon  Lord 

ire,  or  inherit  any  land,  albeit   it  be  Coke's  definition;    which   definition,  by 


hath 
heire 


generis ..«, ^ .„ , v.      o—- ,  - ^.-  ..(j..*  «„  ^^ 

nwnstrosum  rcl  prodigio^um  euiiuy  inter  liberos  operations  of  nature  in  the  exercise  of  ber 
mm  computrntur.**  Some  further  limita-  formative  energy.  For  the  medical  jurist 
tiuns  of  the  term  are  then  added — namely,  also,  monstrous  births  are  occasionally 
that  those  to  whom  nature  has  given  more  possessed  of  no  small  interest,  inasmucb 
or  less  parts  than  usual,  are  to  be  reckoned  as  the  result  of  certain  civil  and  criminal 
among  the  children, — but  the  increase  or  proceedings  may  depend  on  the  evidence 
diminution  is  not  to  be  excessive :  six  which  he  is  enabled  to  give  of  their  acloil 
fingers  or  four  only  on  each  hand  do  not  state — particularly  as  to  whether  they  are 
disqualify ;  nor  if  nature  has  disabled  any  live  or  still,  in  reference  to  questions  of 
members,  or  distorted  them,  docs  this  con-  tenancy,  or  charges  of  infanticide, 
stitute  monstrosity  ♦.  Buffim,  M.  Geoffroy  de  St  Hilairc,  and 
Such  is  the  account  of  monsters  given  others,  hav.e  formed  plans  for  grouping  to- 
ns by  the  old  legal  authorities.  The  merest  gether  the  several  classes,  according  to 
tyro  in  physiology  at  the  present  day  could  those  points  of  analogy  which  seem  best 

1)oint  out  its  imperfections,  yet  it' is  the  suited  to  ground  a  scientific  arrangemenL 

aw — the  law  as  expounded  by  tlie  great  But  M.  Brcschet  appears  t(»  have  been  the 

luminary   Lord    Coke,    and   from   which  most  successful  in  the  simple   but  com- 

no  judge  would  venture  to  depart  with-  prehensive  scheme  which  he   has  struck 

out  grave  circumspection.    There  can  he  out.     His  plan,  indeed,  seems  most  prac- 

no  question  however,  but   that  there  is  tical    yet    devised,    and   for  that  reason 

much  room    for  exercising  a    discretion  is    eminently    entitled   to    the   attention 

on   the  subject,   should    a   case    involv-  of  the  medical  jurist.      Orfila  and  De- 

ing    monstrosity    arise    in    the    courts ;  vergie  both  adopt  it,  and  I  give  it  heic 

and  nothing  is  more  likely.     It  may  be  nearly  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 

raised  in  a  question  of  tenancy   by  the  modified  by  the  latter, 

courtesy :  the  right  of  tlie  tenant  rests  on  The  circumstances  connected  with  each 

the  fhct  of  his  child  having  been  bom  state    in    reference  to  viability  or  noa- 

alive;  but  if  his  opponents  can  only  prove  viability,  it  will  be  observed,  are  subjoined 

that  the  said  child  had  not  human  shupe^  his  in  a  separate  column,  so  that  at  one  riew  we 

claim  is  null.  have  a  collection  of  all  known  monslrxMi- 

If  a  child  hath  not  the  shape  (»f  man-  tics,  with  the  consequences  in  respect  tu 

. —  the   compatibility   or  incompatibility  «»f 

*  Coke  Lidliton,  viU  ^.  2*Jb.  extrauterine  life  annexed  to  each. 
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y  Acephalia Not  viable. 

'  (  Some  have 

Anenccphalia. <   lived  20 

i   days. 
Congenital  d«>p»3r.-l.  Of  the  rentricles  5  p^,j^  ^^^^ 
of  the  brain,  with  deficiency  of  some  >  .  birth 

of  its  parts S 

2.  Of  the  same  ventricles,  but  with  /  Life  more  or 
complete  development  of  the  org^n. . .  >    less. 

3.  Of  the  exterior  of  the  brain  fully  3  viable 
developed. 5 

Genus  1.      1  Aprosopia Not  viable. 

/  Agenesia  •  •  (   Ateloprosopia. Not  viable. 

Absence. — 1.  Of  the  eyes,  eyelids,  or  iris.     Viable. 

Of  the  mouth. Not  viable. 

— i-  lips,  tongue,  outer  ear Viable. 

2.  Of  tne  epiglottis,  penis,  scrotum,  ^ 
testicles,  vesiculse  seminales,  uterus,  / 
vagina,  some  of  the  ribs,  some  of  the  >  Viable, 
vertebrae,  part  of  a  member,  hand,  the  \ 
bladder ••  •  •  ^ 

3.  Esophagus,  stomach,  liver,  heart  ?  ^.  yjable 
or  lung%     S 

y  Septum  between  the  ventricles  orP  v'oKl<» 

\     auricles  of  the  heart— the  diaphragm  S  ^**^'®- 
Fissures  on  the  mesiaii  line — of  cranium,  ?  v  ♦  »:oK1* 

with  large  enccphalocele.   S  ^°^  ^^*^'*' 

encephalocele— less  voluminous. 


rder  I. 
ENETOVS 

lenetes). 


Viable. 
Spina   bifida,  with  hydrorachis  in  the  ?  Life  for  a 


upper  part  of  the  spinal  column, 
lower  down. 


Oenui  2. 
Diestenasia 


\ 


irdcr  II. 
PUU9CNS- 
IVM     •  •  •  • 


Grnas  8. 

Atresia  ••• 
Genus  4. 

'Symphysia 


few  days. 
Life  some 
months  or  a 
year  or  two. 
Fissures  of  the  lips,  jaw-bone,  tongue, ") 
palate,  bladder,  penis,  urethra,  womb,  r  Viable. 

vagina. ^ 

Division  of  the  mesian  line  of  the  ab-  j) 
domen,  with  considerable  heruia  of  ^  Not  viable. 

the  viscera.   ) 

Exomphalia,  with  abdominal  or  thoracic  P  1^  «  „:..ui. 

hernia. S  Not  viable. 

Both  the  preceeding,  in  a  less  exagge-  ?  v;«Ma 

ratedform.    • S      *      * 

*  Ecstrophia   Viable. 

Imperforations  of  the  urethra,  Tagina,  ^ 
uterus,  mouth,  anus,    eyelids,  mem>  >  Viable, 
brana  pupillaris.  ) 

?f .?!!  .'?!?^^???f  .*"^'.".'  I  Not  viable. 

Not  viable. 
Viable. 


testines.  * 
Fusion  of  the  eyes— monopsia.  *  > 
of  other  parts  of  the  body 


Giants. 


nl«r  III. 

LOOSKE- 

oca  •  •  •  • 


tadwIV. 

TBROOBIfB. 
008 


""  i  Viable 
^  Persons  with  supernumerary  organs.    > .  S 

/'Fused,  or  united  by  some  parts  of  the'S 

Genus  1.      1  United^  with  fusion  of  parts. •  •  •  •  V  NV*  .iM» 

Fusion  . .  • .  <  United  in  the  upper  parts,  and  separated  T^^^  ^**°"- 

i     in  the  lower.    V 

V^United  below,  and  separated  above..  •  •  •  J 
i  One  foBtnt  containing  another,  partly  or 

)      wholly   

Extrauterine  foeUis  ;  or  more  than  three  ?  vuku 

foetusei  at  a  birth. S  ^**°*  ' 

Albinoes  and  ehaerelau    Viable. 

Foetus  with  displacement  of  organs,  all.     Viable, 
except — displacement  Ceetapia)  of  the  ^ 
heart,  thoracic,  with  nftsure  ot   \\ie  J 
f  teTDDm,  and  hernia  of  the  heart  •  •  •  •  >  l^ol  ^\a\A« 

_^_^^^   ^•••klj.tf.A.v.AM*    ««^«l«n  VM«k*4      .«^ft««.Vk.k      ^ 


Genus  3. 
Penetration 
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Cursnrv  lianurht  observed,  the  face  and  forehead  of  the  in< 

faiit  may  be  divided,  witli  protrasion  of 

Some  miscellaneous  observations  may  the  contents  of  the  cranium, 
be  made  on  certain  parts  of  the  table.    And,        In  the  f;;enus  Atresia,  or  imperforatioD, 

first,  of  the  genus  Agenesia,  or  deficiency  there  is  but  one  monstrosity — imperfori- 

of  growth.  tion  or  obliteration  of  the  alimcDtarr  ca- 

Acqihaltmstf  or  headless  monsters.  —  These  nal — whioh  proves  fatal    to  the   cojitiDa* 
constitute  a  large  proportion  of  the  mon-  ance  of  independent  life, 
strous  births  usually  met  with;  they  are  Monopsia. — One-eyed  DinnMrosity  i!«  the 
very  comm«>n  in  twin  cases.     Sometimes  only  species  of  fi/mpAi/«<<  (or  deficient  dcT<- 
not  only  the  head   is  wantini^,   hut  the  Jopment  with  fusion)  which  compromi^et 
neck;  the  arms,  also,  are  occsi«iionally  dc-  viability,     [t  is,  however,  capabJe  of  de- 
ficient, and    likewise  the  chest,    the   ab-  grces,  and  the  consequences  must  depend 
donien    and   legs    remaining.       In    such  on   the  exteut  to  winch  an  impurfectioa 
cases  all  those  oignus  which  ordinurily  re-  of  the  brain  is  involved, 
ceive  their  nerves  from  the  parts  that  arc         TheIlYi>EHGKNETOL'H,or«>t'er^roirn  mon- 
absent,  arc  themselves  deficient.     No  s])c-  sters,  include  the  W€>ll.known  species  of 
cies  of  monstrosity  so  completely  excludes  giants,  and  individuals  p<tssesKi>d  of  snper- 
the  idea  of  viability.  numcrary  parts,   ^lany  remarkable  exam- 

BmhUtss,oraHencqthah>u%. — The  brain  may  pies  are  on  record,  and  instances  both  hu- 

be  wanting,  while  there  may,  or  may  not,  man  and  animal  are  frequently  exhibiii^ 

be  a  cranium  present.     A  part  of  the  face  in  public. 

is  commonly  also  wanting  in  such  cases.         l-nder  the  Diplogknetous  order,  thrre 

When  the  face  is  involved  in  the  monstro-  are  many  curious  examples  to  be  classed — 

sity,  one  or  both  the  eyes  arc  usually  dffi-  such  as  Helen  and  Judith,  the  Ilun^anao 

cieut,   or   they   are   displaced;    the    nose  sisters,  who  lived  to  the  age  (if2I,  joined 

is  altered,  &c.     Anencephahp.is  monsters  or/wwd  to;;ether  at  the  lower  part  of  thtir 

scarcely    ever    live    beyond     the    second  bodies,  and  having  but  one  nnus  and  one 

day:  in  general  they  die  in  three  or  fuur  pudendum   between   them:    the    Si:imr«e 

hours;    but  there   are  instances  of  their  twins,  also,  who  must  now   be  about  1*^ 

having  survived   for  twenty  days.     This  years  of  age,  and  whose  pi eiiliar  union  by 

must  depend   upon    the    portion   of  the  a  fleshy  and  membruncms  band  from  «ter. 

spinal  column    which   is   present  or  ah-  num  to  sternum,  with  a  common  nnihili- 

sent.  cus,  has  been  well  examined,   and  often 

/IprosupJaand  Atehprasftpia. — .Absence, and  described,  by  anatomistsi.     I   might  u!so 

imperfection  of  the  face,  (implied  by  these  mention,  as  another  instance,  the  Indian 

terms.)  are  always  accompanied  by  a  very  child,  an  account  of  which  b  Ki^en  in  the 

marked  deficiency  of  brain,  accounting  for  eightieth   volume    of    the    Philosophical 

the  n(»n-viability  which  attends  those  con-  Transactions,  which  had  two  heads,  one 

ditions.  on  the  top  of  the  other — the  upper  one 

Absence  of  moil  I  by  Sfc. — The  absence  of  va-  being  inverted.     But,  in  truth,  the  exam- 

rious  organs,  such  as  the  mouth,  eyes,  sto-  pies   of  this   kind    are  too  numerous  Xo 

mach,  cpsophai^us,  heart,  &c.,  as  enume-  admit  of,  or  to  need,  further  detail, 
rated  in  the   tabic,  is  traceable  to  some  Parasitical  faiii.<es,  —  Of    that    species 

primary  defect  in  the  development  of  the  wherein    the   du]>licatnre    is    effected  hj 

nervous  system  connected  with  those  or-  an    original  petuUraiion  —  one    germ   fivi- 

ffans.     The  fact  of  viability  or  non-viabi-  ting  within  another — M.    Dupuytren  has 

ity  will  depend  on  the  qiitstion  whether  given  an   account   of  a  most  iuterestini: 

the  organs  wanting  be  essential  for  extra-  specimen   examined   by   bim.       A   fuett  s 

uterine  life.  was  found  in  the  belly' of  a  lad  of  14;  it 

In  the  genus  Diestenasia,  (implying  scpa-  was  congenital,    and   lay    comparatively 

ration  or  un-union)  wc  find  spina  hifi.Ia,  inert   until   the  bnv  was  about   thirteen 

or  dropsy  of  the  vertebral  column,  men-  years  of  age.     It  then   became   icritable, 

tioned  as  constituting  a  monstrosity.   The  and   produced   inflammation  of  the  snr- 

chances  of  viability  depend  entirely  on  the  rounding  parts  ;  there  was  a  cyst  investiDg 

extent  of  the  disease,  and  the  parts  which  it,  situated  in  the  transverse  mesocolon; 

are  involved.    Sometimes  it  is  found  to  this  cyst  sloughed   and  opened  into  ibe 

ocenpy  the  whole  length  of  the  column,  nt  colon,  whenc*e  pus,  with  hair  and  other  er- 

other  times  it  is  limited  to  a  portion  of  it.  ganic  matters,  were  discharged   by  sttKiL 

Now  when  it  occurs  only  in    the   hiwer  The  lad  at  length  sunk  under  it.     Dupny- 

portion,  as  the  lumbar  region,  it  docs  not  tren,  on  the  oecasion  of  recording  this  ex- 

neees*!arily  com])niniise  life.  ample,  makes  the  a])]ioMtc  remark, *•  tlial  in 

Hernia. — Congenital   hernias   resulting  suchca*ie«5,  so  contrary  to  ordinarv  ex {leri- 

from  disunion  in  the  roesian   line  si»mc  -  encc,  while  it  is  the  duty  of  the  philosopfaer, 

times  involve  not  only  the  viscera  of  the  <m  the  one  hand,  to  admit  no  more  than  ii 

abdomen  and  thonix,  but,  as  Meclard  has  rigorously  proved,  he  is  not,  on  the  otLer, 


HI)  SHI  UU 1)  H '  WRT 


■ly  to  clrcuni'cribc  Ihe  powers  af  nn- 

oie  «  cue,— Umt  the  «ubjret  nf  » 
MilT  like  Ibe  pnodlus  were  «  Tc 
tight  not  the  rontainrd  ricim  be 
o  for  the  M)[nt(iiicniTs  nf  impreg- 
And  how  liiould  the  mcdknl 
t  diitingiiiib)  —  The  abwooe  cil  the 


i  espluBlloii  would  he  drrited  trow 
KminiDation  or  the  embryo  itseif,  vh 
Mild  doublleH  be  fuuBd  to  bear  ei 


bit  ibe  BUpear&nce  or  being  loo 

lo  well  dei-cldpNl  Tor  a  rwent 

1  tnncepli'iD,  especiolly  nhea   the  noroial 

ite  of  the  uterna  sad  Its  appcndogea 

laid  be  Inken  into  con ai deration. 

!o  nceupy  your 

ill  which  the  penetration  i«  incomplete. 
The  cue  of  lh«  C'tiinne,  A-ke,  who  had  a 


mall  paruiilntl  brother  protruAni;  IVoin 
hi>  abdomen,  U  ivel]  knonrn :  the  mndel  I* 
foniiliario  all  TisitorsormuMumi.  In  the 
norfciof  Part,  KBrlhnlin.  Zacehiat,  Win*, 
low,  and  others,  limilar  tnnniitrosiiie*  aj* 
nntit-cd,  but  the}'  ha*e  no  spocial  mediro- 
legnl  ioler«t. 

or  the  irETERooBifETOt;*  monslraiitiei, 
exnmpln  are  tumeliniM  met  with  ithlrJl 
«re  terj  itiiking.  In  the  latt  two  apwiu 
^ren  in  the  table — Ktnpia  of  the  heart, 
with  hernia,  thoracic  or  cephalic— the  dii- 
plarementis  hIwdtb  falali  for  the  heart 
is  metelj  carered  with  a  Ihin  pellicle,  and 
in  oilier  resperta  exposed. 

Triitixporiti<m  of  tSe  runra. — Not  50  when 
the  displacement  is  wllbin  the  cheirt,  and 
nut  B(t<^nded  with  hernia.  Tbeie  are  in- 
Htancei  of  remarkable  Iraniporilionior  ihit 
kind,  where  the  snbjeci  ha«  liv«<l  f>it 
monthc.  yean— nny,  lina  attained  the  or. 
dlnart  limiln  of  human  life. 

Ue're  is  a  representation  of  the  state  of 
the  thoracic  rincem  lo  a  child  wbirii  lirwl 
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fur  nearly  ten  months.    It  was  a  sickly  sinister    and  mysterioui  lympathy,  Ihi 

in  rant,  however,  and  snfTered  much  in  its  mental  constitution  also  may  bave  bem 

respiratory   functions,  apparently  from  a  warped  and  perrerted,   and   the  phTsiol 

deficiency  of]  un^ :    the  right  lun^r  was  in  prodif^y  have  been' necessarily   comkiBei 

a  very   iiiiperfLi't  condition.     Tlie  abdo-  with  uioral  deformity, 

minal  viscera  wi-rc  ni»t  displaced ;  but  the  «« if    a    notion   so    preposterons  cmU 

liver  was  enormously  large*.  merit  a  serions  refutation,  it   might  bi 

111  a  paper  read  liust  seasim  before  the  found  in  the  fact  that  nwny  of  the  pcnow 

College  of  Physicians,  Dr.  Watson  gave  a  similarly  fashioned  were  but  little  remark' 

full  account  of  all  the  best  authenticated  able  in  their  lives,  either  for  good  orerii; 

examples  of  transposition  of  the  viscera  on  while  one  of  them,  at  least,  as  we  leun 

record.    No  less  than  thirty  three  cases  are  from  the  interesting  sUtemcnt  of  Sir  Ait- 

noticcd  in  this  elaborate  memoir,  which  ley  C(»oper,  was  distinguished  for  actin 

you  will  find  full  of  interest  on  riTcrring  benevolence  and  kindness  of  heart,  ud 

to  it:   it  is  contained  in  the  eighteenth  passed  tfamugh  a  long  life  in  uncnmmot 

volume  of  the  Mkdical  Gazette.  freedom  from  the  vices  most  incideat  ts 

Only  four  of  the  thirty-three  cosi^  were  her  social  station*." 
recognized  as  such   during  life ;    this  is 

partly   to  be  accounted    for  by   the  fact 

that  there   is   nothing  in   the  traiis])i)Hed 

c<mdition  necessarily  of  a  morbid  nature,  CLINICAL   LECTURES* 

nor  requiring  medical  attendance ;    and 

partly  that  in  former  days  the  same  dogn  e  demverkd  at  th« 

©f  care,  as  at  present  used  in  exploring  the  ME ATH  HOSPITA  L  A  ND  COUXTT 

state  of  the  viscera,  was  never  emphiyeil.  rt\r  immii  t\i  ivLMoxtAnv 

In   future,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  "^   Dl  liLIN  INHRMARY, 

exanii)les  of  this  kind  will  be  mi)re  frc  Dunng  the  SeMon  183G-7. 

cjuently  detected;   uud  we  shall  see,  in  a 

subsequent    lectun*,    of   how    much    im-  By   PaoFKssoa   G bates. 

portancc  it  is  to  uncertain  whether  in  a 

given  case  there  l>e  trans}M>sition  or  n«)t,  

as  our  dini;n«tsis  of  wounds  must  be  ma-  .                 «ii 

teriallv  aflVcted  hv  the  circumstance.  LECTi-aE  ill. 

It  was  atleniplcd  a  few  years  since  to  ErvsipfUa  in  an  Fpitlemic  /«n«-Svmmrtri«F 
raise  a  theory  nspecling  the  moral  charac-  ;^/,„,^  ,^.  Kn,«^«u*  on'  the  BcH^yUm- 
ter  of  persons  thus  conformed  It  was  oh-  /„,^  ^.^.^  -J  ;„.,^  Tuphut^lJr.  l^- 
served  that  in  a  f.w  ca^es  transposition  ^,,j,,  Remarks -ImpraC, 4  Tre^tmr.t  rf" 
of  the  vucera  was  met  with  in  the  bo-  Fei^r-^Choice  of  a  proper  \ur*e  M«d  .W- 
dies  of  criminals  anatomised  after  death,  ^^ts-Air  of  ih'e  Hick  Chamt^r^Nectssit,  Al- 
and the  conclusion  was  hastily  drawn,  attending  d  Ditt  and  KaurUhment. 
that  depravity   of  mind  was    essentially  * 

connectid  with  t)ii<  cra*5  condition  of  the  I  shall  now  resume  the  subject  of  erysi- 
bo<ly.  But  if  Smitliers,  who  was  executed  pelas,  which  1  alluded  to  in  a  curMrr 
in  1832,  for  attcin|>ting  to  set  fire  to  his  manner  ut  our  last  meeting.  You  will 
house,  was  found  to  have  this  configura-  recollect  I  mentioned  that  we  had  a  kind 
tion,  and  if  one  or  two  otlicr  nmlefiictors  of  epidemic  erysipelas  in  our  fever  wards 
were  similarly  situated,  this  was  far  from  during  the  months  of  August,  September, 
being  a  warrant  to  justify  a  general  con-  and  October;  this  has  now  almost  dl«tp- 
elusion.  On  the  contrary,  it  so  liappens  peared,  for  we  have  had  bnt  one  case  dar- 
that  as  in  most  of  the  well-observed  in-  ing  the  present  month.  The  disease  gene- 
stances  on  record,  there  was  no  change  rally  attacked  the  head,  commencing  in 
ascertained  in  the  bodily  functions,  so  the  scalp,  or  about  the  nose  and  checks ; 
neither  was  there  in  the  moral  endow-  but  in  some  cases  it  appeared  first  on  the 
ments :  if  any,  the  balance  inclines  to  the  na])e  of  the  neck,  particularlv  in  those  pa- 
side  of  goodness:  some  of  the  individuals  tients  who  had  been  blistered  in  that  situ> 
were  remarkable  for  a  steady,  upright^  ation  during  the  course  of  fever.  The 
and  benevolent  disposition.  fever  which  now  prevails  seldom  abates  in 

I  cannot  conclude  more  appropriately  less  than  fourteen  or  seventeen  daya ;  and 

llian  by  quoting  what  Dr.  WatS4in  says  on  it  was  generally  about  the  termination  of 

the  subject  :~**  More  than  one  of  the  sub.  the  febrile  excitement,  and  while  conra- 

jects  i>f  this  change  happen  to  have  been  lescence  was  going  on,  that  the  erysipelas 

notorious  malefactors,  and  to  have  ended  appeared.     Usually,  on  the  fourth  or  filth 

their  lives  upon  the  scaffold ;   and  hence  day  of  convalescence,  a   change  was  ob- 

seems  to  have  arisen  the  fantastical  sjiecu-  served  in  the  patient,  and  the  crysipela- 

lation,  that  as  in  them  the  mechanism  of  tons  attack  c(mimenccd,  being  ushered  in 

the  body  was  cntssly  modelled,  so,  by  some  by  a  feeling  of  weakness  and  uneasiness, 

•  Mbukai.  €tASi-TTC»Tol.xvili.  p.  at'O.  *  Mmik-al  Gaskxtk,  vol.  xtHI.  p.  4"?. 
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an  indittinct  rigor,  followed  by  quick  students  half  a  dozen  times  during  the 

Ise,  headache,  some  increase  of  thirst,  last  two  months. 

d  in  most  cases  by  a  marked  change  in  The  treatment  of  this  affection,  which 

» tongue,  which  became  dry  and  parch-  was  abundantly  simple,  and  the  same  in 

The  inflammation  was  of  a  superfi-  every  instance,  was  entirely  regulated  by 

i  character,  expending  itself  almost  ex-  the  circumstances  under  which  the  erysi- 

isively  on   the  external  surface  of  the  pelatous  attack  occurred.     No  local  treat- 

iom,  and  not  afl'ccting  to  any  extent  the  ment  was  employed,  nor  was  any  required, 

xsutaneous  cellular  tissue.  It  was  not  necessary  to  apply  leeches,  cold 

You  are  aware  that  erysipelas  becomes  lotions,  fomentations,  or  mercurial  oint. 

itinate,  complicated,  and  dangerous,  in  raents.    The  cutaneous  inflammation  was 

iportion  as  the  inflammation  spreads  in>  not  either  very  extensive  or  intense;  and 

irds.    In  such  cases  its  characters  are  the  constitutions  of  the  patients  did  not 

s  distinctly  marked,  and  it  makes  a  near  admit  of  any  kind  of  depletion.   The  inter- 

proach  to  a  very  formidable  disease —  nal  treatment  was  determined  on,  more 

fose  inflammation  of  the  cellular  sub.  from  a  consideration  of  the  circumstances 

Lnce.    The  aflecti(m  of  which  I  am  now  under  which   the  disease   had  appeared, 

raking  was  generally  simple,  and    in  than  from  an  accurate    analysis  of  the 

Mt  cases  limited  to  the  superficial  appa-  symptoms,  or  from  any  preconceived  opi> 

tus  of  the  corium.     It  was  characterized  nions  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint.     In 

the  ordinary  phenomena  of  true  erysi-  the  practice  of  your  profession  you  will  be 
las,  namely,  redness,  heat,  a  burning  frequently  called  upon  to  treat  affections, 
isation,  and  slight  elevation  of  the  af-  in  which  you  will  have  to  consider  not 
;ted  parts.  There  was  seldom  any  re.  only  the  existing  symptoms,  but  also  the 
irkable  degree  of  oedema,  except  in  some  circumstances  under  which  they  have  ori- 
ses  where  it  attacked  the  eyelids ;  and  ginated ;  and  in  many  instances  you  will 
i  had  no  instance  of  abscesses  forming  find  that  your  treatment  will  be  determin. 
tder  the  skin.  It  was  attended  with  a  ed  more  by  the  latter  than  the  former, 
nsiderable  degjee  of  constitutional  dis-  Here  we  had  a  number  of  patients  labour- 
rbance,  and  the  fever  generally  conti-  ing  under  erysipelas,  at  a  period  when  the 
led  for  four  or  five  dny<(.  On  looking  system  was  reduced  by  fever,  and  the 
er.  thcf  cases  of  this  affection,  which  have  powers  of  life  at  a  very  low  ebb.  No  one 
en  recorded  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  could  think  of  using  antiphlogistic  or  de- 
arge  of  the  patients,  I  find  that  in  most  pletory  measures  under  such  circum- 
stances the  fever  terminated  on  the  sixth  stances.  Recollecting  that  our  patients 
y.  In  many  cases  a  peculiarity  was  ob-  had  just  emerged  from  a  dangerous  dis- 
rved,  to  which  I  have  alluded  on  a  for-  ease,  we  adopted  a  very  different  mode  of 
er  occasion,  namely,  the  spread  of  the  treatment;  and  in  all  cases,  except  where 
jrsipelatous  redness  in  a  perfectly  syra-  the  patient's  strength  was  unbn)kcn,  the 
etrical  manner.  I  believe  I  was  the  first  fever  high,  and  the  locol  symptoms  of  an 
io  directed  attention  to  the  fact,  that  intense  character,  we  had  recourse  at  once 
ticn  erysipelas  commences  at  any  point  to  tonics,  narcotics,  and  stimulants.     We 

the  mesial  line  of  the  body,  it  is  very  first  gave  an  emollient  injection,  and  then 

>t  to  spread  in  a  symmetrical  manner,  administered  suljihate  of  quinine  in  the 

dos,  in  the  present  instance,  the  inflam-  form  of  enema,  to  the  amount  of  from  five 

ation  commenced    in   the   majority  of  to  ten   grains,  blended  with  mucilage  of 

ses  about  the  nose,  and  then  extended  starch.     This  was  admini«itered  twice  a 

a  perfectly  symmetrical  manner  over  day,  and  the  patient  was  directed  to  take 

e  forehead  and  down  the  neck ;  or  when  small  quantities  of  wine  and  light  nou- 

appeared  first  on  the  nape  of  the  neck,  rishment. 

travelled  down  between  the  shoulders  Many  of  the  pupils  at  the  time  were 

ith  a  very  remarkable  symmetry  of  ex-  surprised  at  this  mode  of  treatment.   Fn>m 

Dt  and  outline.    Sometimes  this  precise  the  dry  state  of  the  tongue,  the  occasional 

rrespondence  did  not  exist;  but  I  can  delirium,  the  restlessness,  and  the  head- 

Bcrt  that  in  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  ache  present,  they  were  inclined  to  think 

ses  it  was  extremely  well  marked.     It  that  the  patients  would  be  injured  rather 

ipears,  then,  that  this  occurrence  is  not  served,  by  dietetic  and  medicinal  stimu- 

rery  rare  as  iny  friend    Dr.  Johnson  lants  of  this  description.     I  had,  however, 

pposes.     When  I  first  noticed  the  fact  witnessed  cases  of  a  similar  description, 

the  occasionally  symmetrical  spread  of  and  had  observed  the  tongue  become  clean 

fsipelas,  he  said  it  was  an  observation  of  and  moist,  the  skin  soft  and  cool,  the 

ry  little  importance,  and  that  it  was  to  thirst,  fever,  and  restlessness  subside,  and 

I  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  mere  curio,  the  local  symptoms  disappear,  under  the 

[J,  a  phenomenon  which  a  man  would  use  of  wine.    In  this  instance,  also,  the 

»t  eee  twice  in  the  course  of  his  life.    I  value  of  our  mode  of  treatment  was  borne 

ive,  howeveri*  shewn  it  to  many  of  the  out  by  the  resnlt;  for,  with  the  exception 
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of  a  single  case,  all  our  patients  recovered,  pean  to  have  loaf  a  character  whidi  b  al- 
In  one  instance  the  disease  assuioed  a  ma-  ways  looked  opon  as  bad  and  unfkToofm- 
ligfiiant  form,  and  carried  off  the  patient  in  hie,  bnt  it  maj  be  jast  as  daogeroas  a  no- 
a  few  hours.    Slic  was  a  young  girl  of  ap-  dification  of  fever  as  the  empfive  typbab 
parenlly  vigorous  constitution,  and  who  During  the  predominance   of   the  latfer 
nad  ^ot  tolerably  well  through  a  dangerous  form,  all   cases  without  macnlae  were  ia 
mactihitod  fever;   towards  the  middle  of  general  simple  and  free  from  danger;  bat 
the  fever   she  had    exhibited    symptoms  it  is  probable  that  this  is  not  the  case  at 
of   cerebral    excitement,    for    which    we  present    There  are  two  cases  of  thia  bob> 
deemed  it  necessary  to  blister  the  sealp.  maculated  typhus   in   the  female   ward, 
At  the  time  when  the  erysipelatous  attack  whieh  are  of  an  extremely  doubtfnl  rfaa- 
came  on,  slie  had  been  ft»r  seventl  davs  ill,  racter,  and  in  which   it  would  be  difficaJt 
and  was  in  that  low  slate  in  which  the  to  predict  the  result.     Indeed,  were  1  to 
skin  has  a  great  tendency  to  bceome  ec-  make  any  prognosis,  1  should  say  that  tbc 
clivmosed,  and  form  had  sores.    This  ten-  chances,  if  not  against  them,  are  at  least 
dcncy  1  have  ohscrvcl  in  many  instances  very  fairly  balanced, 
of  low  ferer,  and  it  is  a  condition  which  is        Now,  gentlemen,  as  it  appears  we  bare 
always  pregnant  with  danger    The  occur-  come  to  a  change,  and  that  we  may  have 
rence  of  ecchymosis,  excoriation,  and  su-  to  treat  a  new  modification  of  fever,  it 
perficial  gangrene,  in  such  cases,  is  not  so  behoves  us  to  be  extremely  vigilant.     lia- 
much  the  result  of  pressure,  as  of  the  ge-  vite  you   to  watch  and  stndy,  with  the 
ncral  debility,  and  the  impaired  condition  closfst  attention,  the  cases  of  lever  which 
of  the  fluids  and  solids  of  the  body.     It  come   before    you.     I^t   us,   in    the  ilrrt 
was  in  this  state  of  the  system,  and  with  place,  endeavour  to  ascertain  whether  we 
her  scalp  still  suffering  under  tlie  inflam-  have  seeu  the  close  of  one  epidemic,  and 
mation  produced  by  the  blister,  that  this  are  now  at  the  commencement  of  another, 
poor  girl  was  attaeked  with  erysipelas  of  The  number  of  cases  of  simple   typhoid 
the  face.     Unfortunately,  at  the  time  the  fever  have,  you   perceive,  increased  in  a 
erj'sipelas  attaeked  the  sound  skin  of  the  very  remarkable  manner,  and  the  nainber 
head,  the  blistered  surface  was  attacked  of  cases  of  eruptive  typhns  have  berome 
with  gangrene;  and  two  dangerous  local  remarkably  scarce.     But  there  is  another 
affections  hecametlius  suddenly  conjoined,  and   a   more  important    reason   trhy   we 
Under  tliis  unfavourable  complication  her  should  study  these  cases  with  all  due  dili- 
constitution  sank  with  great  rapiditv,  and  gence  and  attention.    They  may  be  the 
she  died  in  twenty  four  hours  from   the  first  examples  of  a  new   epidemic,  and 
commencement  of  the  attack.  every  new  epidemic,  as  it  has  its  peculiar 
I  shall  now,  in  pursuance  of  my  inten-  characters,  so  has  it  its  peculiar  treatment, 
tion,  ])roeced  to  speak  of  the  treatment  of  Wc  cannot  follow  the  same  track  which 
fe\er.     I  may  observe   here,  that  wo  are  we  have  pursued  for  the  last  two  years — 
now   at   a   point  of  time   possessing  no  we  cannot  apply  our  remedies  with  tbe 
common   interest   for    the    reflection     of  confidence  of  experience — we   must   now 
uicdieal  observers.     It  is  now  nearly  two  strike  into  a  new  path,  and  for  some  time 
years  since  my  attention  was  first  arrested  our  practice  must  be  tentative  and  cxiicri- 
oy  the  ap])earance  of  maculated  fever,  of  mental.     It  was  only  after  a  gi>od  deal  of 
which  the  first  examples  were  observed  in  experimental    observation    that   we   were 
some   hospital   patients  from   the  neigh-  able   to   arrive  at    a  plan   of   treatmeiit 
bourhood   of  Kingstown.      This  form  of  adapted  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  ma- 
fever  has  lasted  ever  since,  prevailing  uni-  culated  form  of  fever:  and  it  is  very  pro. 
versally,  as  if  it  had  buniNlied  nil  other  bable   that   this  new  fever  may   pr<>ve  at 
forms  of  fever,  and  being  almost  tlie  only  first  extremely  diflieult  to  manage;  and  it 
type  noticed   in  our  wards.     Within  tiic  may  be  some  time  before  the  diminished 
last  four  diiys,  however,  a  change  appears  rate  of  mortality  will  show  that  wc  hate 
tohavetuken  place.     iScarcely  any  cases  at  length  discovered  its  true  character,  and 
of  niaeulated  fever  have   been   ai^mitted  the  remedies  best  calculated  to  arrest  its 
within  the  last  fortnight,  and  the  majority  progress  *. 

of  fever  patients  at  present  under  treat-         Let  me  now  direct  your  attention   to 

ment  are  free  from  the  cntaneouseruption  some  practical  points  connected  with  the 

so  frequently  observed  during  the  last  two  treatment  of  tlie  maculated   fever  whieh 

years.     Tiie  eases  which  wc  have  recently  has   prevailed  for  the  last  two  years,  and 

admitted    present  no  s|)ot8,  or  maeuls,  which  has  spread  to  a  very  considerable 

and  have  been  ternie<l,    perhaps  impro-  extent  in  this  city  and  its  environs,  attack- 

pcrly,    simple  typhoid  fever.     And  hero  ing  alike   the  upper,  middle,  and  lower 

permit  me   to  observe,  that  it  would  be 

very  wrong  to  conclude,  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  our  rci-ent  cases  are  of  a  m«.re  J'.fllZ  wOh*».V*j;t-^.';?J*il'VJ7*'."*"7  .»!? 
r.»^..  JLt  11         •    *i        .1          «i               I  •   L  *"  lyphu*  wtthiuit  inar*ilK  have  b«en  sdmiUtHl, 
favourable  description  than  those   which  but  the  maculated  f^nn  of  fever  *itlll  coudaucs 
preceded  them;  the  disease,  it  is  true,  aji-  very  common. 
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clanes  of  society.  Tt  in  not  my  intention  also  states,  that  the  British  towns  which 
to  enter  into  a  c(etailed  history  of  the  ori-  have  most  interconr&e  with  this  eoantry, 
gin  and  progress  of  this  fevetf  its  varie-  have  more  of  this  ferer  than  those  which 
ties,  symptoms,  and  pathological  pheno-  are  more  remote,  or  have  less  intercourse 
mena  ;  my  purpose  is  to  furnish  you  with  with  us.  Thus  there  is  more  maculated 
a  brief  hut  comprehensive  outline  of  its  fever  seen  in  Liverpool  and  Glasgow,  than 
treatment,  and  of  the  remedies  which  have  in  Edinburgh,  Birmingham,  or  London. 
been  found  most  successful  in  its  removal.  He  looks  upon  it  as  a  fever  peculiarly 
as  well  as  the  most  appropriate  time  and  Irish,  originating  in  this  country  an  an 
mode  of  their  application.  But  as  many  endemic,  from  causes  the  nature  of  which 
of  the  students  are  unacquainted  with  this  are  not  well  understood;  and  that  when 
form  of  fever,  I  shall  premise  bv  obscrr.  it  appears  in  BInglish  or  Scotch  towns,  it 
ing  that  it  is  the  same  fever  wliich  has  is  the  result  of  contagion  imported  from 
been  frequently  oliserved  in  this  country,  Ireland.  You  will  find  some  very  interest- 
and  of  which  a  full  account  has  been  given  ing  observations  on  this  subject  in  his 
in  the  Report  published  by  Dr.  Cheyne  papers,  published  in  the  28ih  number  of 
and  Dr.  Barker.  You  will  also  find  a  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal, 
sketch  of  its  principal  characters  in  one  of  In  the  fever  of  whii-h  I  speak,  there  is 
my  lectures,  published  in  the  172nd  No.  nothing  which  would  lead  to  the  conclu- 
oi  the  London  Medical  and  Surgical  sion  that  the  disease  arose  from  inflanima- 
Journal  for  May  183o.  It  is  generally  in-  tion.  Many  persons  have  regarded  fever 
gidions  in  its  iSrst  attack,  and  the  symp-  as  produi-ed  by  inflammatory  affections  of 
toms  are  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  souio  organ  or  system  of  the  body,  and 
subsequent  danger.  From  the  third  or  have  asserted  that  it  is  in  every  instance 
fourth  to  the  seventh  day,  generally  about  preceded  and  accompanied  by  some  form 
the  latter  period,  an  emption  of  dark  red  of  local  inflammation.  One  class  of  pa- 
spots  appears  on  the  skin  in  various  parts  thologists  have  placed  the  seat  of  this 
of  the  body.  Towards  the  latter  stage,  inflammation  in  the  brain,  another  and  a 
this  fever  is  characterized  by  great  nervous  more  numerous  class  in  the  digestive  sys- 
derangement,  either  with  or  without  tem;  and  all  have  believed  that  inflam- 
s^'mptoms  of  cerebral  congestion.  It  rarely  matory  action,  whether  limited  to  one  or 
lasts  less  than  fourteen  or  seventeen  days,  more  organs,  is  the  cause  of  fever.  No 
and  very  seldom  terminates  by  a  well-  opinion  can  be  more  unfounded,  so  far  as 
defined  crisis.  It  has  spread  extensively  typhus  is  concerned.  Local  congestion 
throngh  this  country,  and  has  been  ob-  and  inflammations  may  and  do  fre(|ncntly 
served  at  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Birming-  arise  in  fevtir^  but  they  are  merely  super- 
ham, Manchester,  Edinburgh,  and  London,  added  to  it,  and  form  no  pnrt  of  its 
In  this  country  it  has  been  for  many  years  essence.  I  have  now  witnessed  many 
the  prevailing  type,  and,  although  its  cases  in  which  fever  ran  through  its  course 
spread  as  an  epidemic  may  have  been  to  a  fatal  termination  without  any  dis* 
cneckcd,  and  its  course  interrupted,  by  the  tinct  evidence  of  local  inflammation  or 
occurrence  of  other  diseases,  it  is  always  even  congestion;  and  I  have  dissected 
found  in  this  country,  and  prevails  in  a  numerous  ca^es  of  fever  in  which  there 
distinct  form.  It  may  originate  sp(mta-  was  not  any  appreciable  trace  of  inflam- 
ueously,  or  fnim  contagion.  From  what  I  matory  action  in  the  organs  of  the  three 
have  seen   of  it,  I   have  no  doubt  of  its  great  cavities. 

double  origin.  I  am  also  inclined  to  think  Having  made  these  general  obsen'ations, 
that  it  never  attacks  the  same  individual  I  may  obsene,  in  addition,  that  in  the 
more  than  once,  and  that  when  a  man  has  whole  range  of  human  maladies  there  is 
had  the  true  maculated  fever,  he  never  no  disease  of  such  surpassing  interest  and 
gets  it  again.  In  this  point,  as  well  as  in  importance  as  fever;  and  I  cannot  dwell 
the  eruption,  it  bears  a  close  analogy  to  too  much  on  the  necessity  of  your  apply- 
the  exanthemata.  It  is  so  much  more  ing  most  attentively  to  the  study  of  its 
common  in  Ireland  than  in  any  other  pathology  and  treatment.  If  you  corn- 
country  of  Europe,  that  my  friend.  Dr.  pare  the  mortality  from  fever  with  that 
Lombard,  of  Geneva,  culls  it  the  Irish  resulting  from  any  other  disease  in  this 
typhus.  Whether  it  be  Oram  the  moisture  country,  you  will  be  struck  with  the  over- 
of  our  climate,  or  from  the  poverty  and  whelming  fatality  of  this  affection,  and 
wretchedness  of  the  people,  I  know  not;  will  readily  admit  the  inestimable  value  of 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  typhus  is  more  preva-  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
lent  in  this  country  than  in  any  other  Eu-  treatment.  Recollect,  too,  that  fever  is  a 
ropean  nation.  This  may  be  easily  seen  disease  which  numbers  among  its  victims 
by  comparing  the  proportion  of  fever  pa-  persons  chiefly  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
tieots  treated  in  the  hospitals  of  the  vari-  during  the  most  active  and  useful  stage  of 
oas  capita]  cities,  with  the  number  treated  existence, — fathers  and  mothers,  persons 
in  the  aame  way  in  Dublin.    Dr.  Lombard  who  are  the  ornament  or  the  stay  and 
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support  of  their  families,  the  intellcctcial,  mencement,  is  not  one-third  of  that  wU 

the  industrious^  the  efficient, — those  whose  is  found  among  the   indigent,  who  tn 

lives  are  most  valuable  to  their  friends  and  generally  neglected  at  the  commencciDal 

to  society.    This  gives  an  additional  in-  of  the  aisease.    I  am  therefore  fulij  pn> 

terest  to  the  study  of  fever,  and  should  pared  to  deny  that,  in  the  present  state  d 

stimulate  you  to  endeavour  to  arrive  at  a  medical  knowledge,  our  practice  is  a  ■a^ 

correct  knowledge  of  its  nature  and  treat-  tcr  of  indifference;    on  the  contranr,  tbcn 

ment.      And  here  let  me  obfterve,  that  is  no  disease  in  which  diligent  attentia 

there  is  nothing  more  untrue  than  the  as-  and  skilful  treatment  are  more  freqncntlf 

sertinn,  that  the  treatment  of  fever  is  a  successful  than  in  fever,  nor  is  there  aoj 

matter  of  inditferenec.     It  has  been  the  aflfection  of  equal  importance  in  which  oar 

custom  to  look  upon  every  plan  of  treat-  therapeutic  means  are  more  efficient  ud 

ing  fever  as  idle  and  absurd,  and  until  valuable. 

very  lately  there  were  many  persons  in  Now,  when  called  on  to  treat  a  case  of 
this  country  who  believed  that  patients  fever,  there  arc  several  thingK  which  re- 
recovered,  not  from  having  had  the  ad  van-  quire  your  attention.  In  the  first  pbcc; 
tage  of  treatment,  but  from  goodness  of  you  should  examine  the  state  of  the  fanilr 
constitution  or  some  favourable  accident ;  arrangements.  This  is  a-  matter  whicfc 
and  it  was  usual  with  such  pcr>:ons  to  men  are  apt  to  overlook  or  treat  as  a  nat- 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  Dr.  Rutty,  ter  of  indifference,  but  in  my  mind  itisof 
who,  in  recording  the  historv  of  the  cpi-  no  ordinary  importance,  and  shoald  •!• 
demies  of  his  own  time,  observes,  that  ways  be  attended  to.  You  shi>ald  never, 
the  mortality  was  greatest  among  those  if  possible,  undertake  the  treatment  of  a 
who  were  best  attended  to,  and  that  case  of  fever  where  the  friends  or  relationi 
those  who  were  left  to  God's  provi.  of  the  patient  su])ply  the  place  of  a  rep- 
dence,  and  got  notliing  but  cold  water,  lar  fever  nurse.  The  mistaken  tendernm 
recovered.  And,  indeed,  I  must  ad-  of  relatives,  and  their  want  of  due  finnofl*, 
mit  that  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  presence  of  mind,  and  experience,  will 
cases  of  fever  which  I  witnessed  when  a  frequently  counteract  your  exertions  avl 
student,  would  seem  to  justify  the  quaint  mar  yuur  best  effiirts.  Aff'ection  andsor- 
and  sarcastic  observation  of  Dr.  Kutty.  row  cloud  the  judgment,  and  hence  it  is 
At  that  period,  whether  it  was  from  bad  that  very  few  medical  men  ever  undertakf 
treatment,  or  from  what  has  been  termed  the  treatment  of  dangrcrous  illness  in  the 
the  vimia  diligentia  incdicif  it  is  a  fact  that  members  of  their  own  families.  Thesym- 
the  maximum  of  mortality  was  among  the  pathy  which  a  nurse  should  have  forhrr 
rich,  and  that  those  who  were  most  at-  patient  should  be  grounded  on  a  general 
tended  to  died  most  speedily.  In  the  epi-  anxiety  to  serve,  and  a  strict  sense  of  doty, 
demies  of  1816,  1817,  1818,  and  1810,  it  as  well  as  a  laudable  desire  of  increasing 
was  found  by  accurate  computation,  that  her  own  reputation  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  sym* 
the  rate  of  mortality  was  much  hif^her  pathv  analogous  to  that  which  a  physician 
among  the  rich  than  among  the  poor.  This  should  have.  Again,  it  will  not  do  to 
was  a  startling  fact,  and  a  thousand  dif-  have  a  nurse  who  has  been  usually  em- 
ferent  explanations  of  it  were  given  at  the  ployed  in  other  di$ea<;es;  your  assistant 
time ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  must  be  u  regular  fever  nurse,  and  the 
true  explanation  was,  that  the  poor  did  man  who  undertakes  the  treatment  of  a 
not  get  so  much  medicine,  and  that  in  long  and  dangerous  case  of  fever  without 
them  the  v'u  mpdicahix  had  more  fair  play,  such  an  assistant,  will  often  have  crause  to 
I  could  appeal  to  the  practice  of  those  regret.  I  could  mention  to  you  many 
times  in  proof  of  this  opinion,  and  as  cases  illustrative  of  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
we  go  along  [  shall  have  an  opportu-  tion.  I  rould  tell  you,  that  where  I  have 
nity  of  alluding  to  this  part  of  the  permitted  the  continuance  of  the  services 
subject  again,  and  contrasting  the  prac-  of  one  of  the  family,  or  of  a  common 
tice  of  the  present  day  with  that  nurse,  I  have  been  almost  invariably  an- 
which  was  generally  followed  thirty  years  noyed  and  disappointed.  I  now  make  it 
ngo.  If  you  look  to  Dr.  Chcyne  dn<l  Dr.  a  general  rule  to  refuse  attending  any 
Barker's  Synopsis  of  the  plan  of  treatment  dangerous  and  protracted  case  of  fever 
emplo^ved  by  the  physicians  of  those  days,  without  a  properly  qualified  nurse, 
you  will  be  prepared,  from  a  mere  inspec-  In  the  next  place,  when  treating  a  case 
ticm  of  it,  to  admit,  that  it  was  at  least  as  of  bad  typhus,  do  not  think  that  it  will 
hard  to  escape  the  physician  as  the  dis-  be  sufficient  to  sec  your  patient  once  a  day. 
case.  Since  that  perimi  our  practice  has  But  you  will  say,  perhaps,  that  our  hosp'i. 
greatly  improved,  and  things  are  much  tal  patients  here  do  very  well,  and  yet 
changed ;  the  preponderance  of  fatal  cases  they  are  visited  only  once  in  the  twenty- 
is  now  to  be  found  among  the  poor,  and  four  hours.  True, — hut  then  we  have  ex- 
the  mortality  among  the  rich,  or  those  who  perienced  nurses  to  look  after  them  at 
have  proj»er  medical  advice  from  the  com-  all   hours  ;    we    have  the  vidaable   sur- 
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ince  of  our  apothecary,. Mr.  Parr;  we 
the  attendance  of  the  resident  pupils, 
if  the  gentlemen  who  take  charge  of 
:ases.  You  see,  then,  that  they  do 
iepend   on   a  solitary    visit,      ilow 

has  Mr.  Parr,  the  resident  pupil, 
1  it  necessary  to  change  the  treatment 
ted    at    the  morning   visit  ?      Hotv 

have  the  remedies  of  which  we  had 
given  a  hint  in  the  morning,  been 
illy  and  energetically  employed  be- 
the  clo^e  of  the  day ;  and  how  often 

lives  been  saved  by  the  valuable 
tions  to  which  I  have  ju^^t  alluded  r 
ne  should  attend  a  case  of  fever  with- 
laving  proper  medical  assistants.  My 
ice,  in  general,  is  to  visit  my  fever 
nts  two  or  three  times  a  day«  and 
I  I  have  a  bad  or  a  dangerous  case  to 
ige,  i  always  have  a  competent  medi- 
3sistant  to  stay  by  the  patient  and 
h  every  change  of  his  malady.  1  do 
know  how  they  manage  this  matter 
'here,  but  in  this  city  we  have  so  many 
tus  intelligent  students, so  many  young 
cai  friends,  and  so  many  well-edu- 
l  apothecaries,  that  we  are  never  at  a 
for  an  assistant.  This  fact  is,  I 
:,a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objections 
forward  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  the  last 
ber  «»f  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Re- 
He  says  that  tartar  emetic  is  a 
?dged  sword,  an  agent  powerful  alike 
ood  or  evil,  and  in  the  administration 
bich  no  ordinary  circumspection  is 
inded.  All  this  I  am  willing  to 
t ;  there  is  no  remedy  capable  of  pro. 
ig  more  mischief  when  abusei,  but 
I  properly  watched,  it  is,  I  am  confi- 
,  the  means  of  saving  many  valuable 
He  says  also,  that  Dr.  Graves  can- 
give  that  share  of  attention  to  his 
>nts  which  the  employment  of  such  a 
dy  demands.  He  is  quite  mistaken 
bis  point.  I  am  never  at  a  loss  for 
i  skilful  person  to  remain  with 
satient,  watch  the  operation  of  each 
,and  modify  or  change  it  according  to 
instances.  The  want  of  proper  as- 
nts  may  be  an  objection  to  the  admi- 
ation  of  tartar  emetic,  but  this  objec- 
does  not  hold  good  with  respect  to 
Ud. 

le  or  two  more  observations  of  a  gcne- 
lature.  Some  persons  have  such  a 
T  of  fonl  air  in  cases  of  fever,  that  you 
find  all  the  windows  in  the  house 
ivn  open,  not  even  excepting  those  of 
patient's  bed-chamber,  and  wherever 
tarn,  you  are  sure  to  meet  with  a 
mi  of  air.  Now  this  is  an  unneces- 
practice,  likely  to  entail  disease  on 
amily,  and  local  inflammation  on  the 
mt  The  bed-room  of  a  patient  la- 
ing  under  fever  should  be  well  aired, 
irithout  what  is  termed  thorough  air, 


and  it  should,  if  possible,  be  a  quiet  back 
room,  away  from  the  street.  In  the  next 
place,  it  should  be  sufficiently  laree  to 
nold  two  bedsteads  conveniently ;  and  yoa 
should  order  the  attendants  to  have  two 
well  aired  beds  in  readiness,  from  one  of 
which  the  patient  should  be  changed 
to  the  other  every  twelve  or  twenty-four 
hours.  You  can  scarcely  have  an  idea  of 
the  comfort  this  affords'  to  a  person  in 
fever.  The  room  can  be  kept  properly 
ventilated  by  a  fire,  and  the  temperature 
can  be  regulated  by  a  thermometer.  Some 
persons  are  in  the  habit  of  constantly 
sprinkling  the  room  with  vinegar,  others 
with  the  chlorides.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  necessary,  and  I  think  the  use  of 
chlorine  is  doubtful,  if  not  improper,  and 
may  prore  injurious  to  the  patient. 

Having  made  these  few  general  ob-. 
servatiims  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  by 
those  who  enter  on  the  treatment  of 
typhus,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  speak 
of  diet  and  medicines.  In  a  disease  like 
fever,  which  lasts  frequently  for  fourteen, 
twenty-one,  or  more  days,  the  considera. 
tion  of  diet  and  nutriment  is  a  matter 
of  importance,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
this  is  a  point  on  which  much  error  has 
prevailed.  I  am  convinced  tliat  the  starv- 
ing system  has  in  many  instances  been 
carried  to  a  dangerous  excess,  and  that 
many  persons  have  fallen  victims  to  pro- 
longed abstinence  in  fever.  This  was  one 
of  the  errors  which  sprung  from  the  doe-, 
trines  of  those  who  maintained  that  fever 
depended  on  general  or  topical  inflamma- 
tion. They  supposed  that  fever  arose  from . 
inflammation,  and  immediately  concluded 
that  to  treat  it  successfully,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  system  by  depletion  and 
low  diet,  and  to  keep  it  at  this  point  dur- 
ing the  whole  course  of  the  disease.  Hence 
the  strict  regimen,  the  dUte  abtolus,  of  the 
disciples  of  the  physiological  school,  and 
of  those  who  looked  on  inflammation  as 
the  essence  of  fever.  The  more  the  symp- 
toms appeared  indicative  of  inflammatory 
action,  the  more  rigorous  was  the  absti- 
nence enforced.  If  a  patient's  face  was 
flushed,  or  his  eyes  sufi'used,  no  matter 
what  the  stage  of  the  fever  was,  they  said, 
"  here  is  inflammation  of  the  brain,  and 
nourishment  will  exasperate  it."  If  he 
had  red  or  dry  tongue,  and  abdominal 
tenderness,  they  immediately  inferred  the 
existence  of  gastro- enteritis,  and  all  kinds 
of  food,  even  the  lightest,  were  strictly 
forbidden.  That  this  proceeds  from  false 
notions  on  the  nature  of  fever  is  beyond 
doubt,  and  I  pointed  out  this  fact  many 
years  ago,  long  before  the  appearance  of 
Piorry's  work.  Let  us  in  the  hrst  place  ex- 
amine the  results  of  protracted  abstinence 
in  the  healthy  state  of  the  system.  Take  a. 
licaltliy  person  and  deprive  him  of  foud» 
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and  what  is  the  consequence  ?  First,  hun- 
ger, which,  after  some  time,  goes  away, 
and  then  returns  again.      After  two  or 
three  days,  the  sensation  assumes  a  mor- 
bid character,  and  instead  of  beinf^  a  sim- 
ple feeling  of  want  and  a  desire  for  fo(»d, 
it  becomes  a  disordered  craving,  attended 
with  drnggingpain  in  thestomuih,  burning 
thirst,  and  some  time  afterwards,  epigas- 
tric tenderness,  feTcr,  and  delirium.    Here 
we  have  the  superveutiou  of  gastric  diseaise 
and   inflammation    of   the   brain  as  the 
results  of   protracted    starvation.      Now 
these  are  in  themselves  ver^'  .singular  facts, 
and  well  deserving  of  being  held  in  me- 
mory.    Read  the  accounts  of  those  who 
perished  from  starvation  after  the  wreck  of 
the  Medusa  and  the  Alceste,  and  yon  will 
be  struck  with  the  horrible  conse<iuences 
of  protracted  hunger.     You  will  find  that 
most  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  were  raging 
maniacs,  and  cxhihitcd  symptoms  of  vio* 
lent  cerebral  irritation.  5^ow,  in  a  puticnt 
labouring  under  the  effects  of  fever  and 
jjrolrncted  abstinence,  whose  sensihilities 
arc  blunted,  and  whose  functions  arc  de- 
ranged, it  is  not  at  all   improhable  that 
such  a  person,  perhaps  also  suffering  from 
delirium  or  stupor,  will  not  call  for  food, 
though  requiring  it,  and  that  if  you    do 
not  ])rcss  it  on  him,  and  giie  it  as  medi- 
cine,   sym])tonis  like   those  which  arise 
from  starvation   in    the   healthy    subject 
may  sui)ervene,  and  you  nmv  have  gastro. 
enteric  inflammation,'or  reref)ral  disease,  as 
the  consequence  of  prr>tracted  abstinence. 
You  may,  perhaps,  think  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  give  food, as  the  patient  appears 
to  have  no  appetite,  and  does  not  care  for 
it.      You  might  as  well  think  of  allowing 
the  urine  to  accumulate  in  the  bladder,  be- 
cause  the  patient  feels  no  desire  to  pass  it. 
You  arc  called  on  to  interfere  where  the 
sensibility  is  impaired,  and  the  natural 
appetites   dormant;  and  you   are   not   to 
permit  your  patient  to  encounter  the  hor- 
rible  consequences  of  inanition,  becau<e  he 
does  not  ask  for  nutriment.     I  never  do 
so.     After  the  thir.l  or  fourth  day  of  fever, 
I  always  prescribe  mild  nourishment,  and 
this  is  steadily  and  persercringly  continued 
through  the  whole  course  of  ihb  disease. 
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T«>  direct  with  enlar^cnl  views  the  ])hi- 
losofibic  mind  through  what  is  useful 
nnd  instructive  in  the  /ti'f;r,7  scicncr  of 


physiology,  and  to  past  silently  oicr 
opinions  wbicb  enfeeble  the  csue  if 
reason,  and  make  nature  appear  levd 
with  the  understandings  or  the  uma- 
formed,  are  the  objects  which  the  writer 
proposes  to  himself  to  accomplish.  Tfaere 
IS  truth  enough  to  swell  the  pride  if 
volumes  in  the  functions  and  disonlcml 
manifestations  of  the  lining  body;  wU 
of  these  so  many  remain  Hnanalysed,tkit 
the  task  which  is  undertaken,  'of  prist, 
ing  out  the  way  to  a  more  intelligible 
system  of  physiology,  if  in  any  measme 
successful,  cannot  be  unattended  wiik 
good.  Facts  are  numerous,  but  a  legi- 
timate apnlication  of  tbeir  value  is  nn 
in  physiological  inquiries. 

It  IS  the  character,  therefore,  of  biiw- 
thescs,  hut  not  iiypothesis  itself,  wlhich 
merits  disrespect.  For  physiology  is 
the  most  metaphysical  science  throovh- 
out  the  range  of  'things  ;  more  so  than 
intellectual  philosophy,  since  the  menul 
faculties  are  manifestly  allied  to  higbly 
organized  matter;  but  in  the  depths uf 
physiology  subsists  an  invisible  world: 
causes  are  hidden  altogether;  cflbcts 
consequently  emerge  as  objects  of  won- 
der rather  than  research.  Those  who,ivith 
a  kind  of  inteIlectuahTC3tiveness,display 
a  talent  of  bearing  analogies  into  ifaif 
arcana  of  life,  which  casts  a  glimmering 
ray  of  light  on  the  responsibilities  ini- 

Cresscd  on  organization,  arc  not  to  be 
lamed  as  hy^mthctical.  From  a  mg- 
gcsti«m  may  spring  a  theory  snlBcicntlv 
imjtortnnt  to  elicit  contradiction ;  this 
swt'lls  the  catalogue  of  facts  ;  and, 
filially,  a  master-spirit  may  appear,  to 
arrange  collected  materials'  anew,  and 
to  rc-arrange  until  the  picture  is  so  like 
to  nature  as  to  he  acknowledged  and  re- 
ceived. 

Because  the  highest  order  of  intelli- 
gence is  seldom  expended  on  physiolo- 
gy, it  does  not  rank  as  the  first  of  the 
sciences.  Another*,  owing  its  dignity 
to  the  extent  of  its  machinery,  the  gran- 
deur of  its  parts,  and  not  to  the  superior 
greatness  of  its  laws,  has  assumed  the 
pre-eminence,  and  attracted  the  largest 
share  of  talent,  although  its  laws  pertain 
to  the  substances  of  which  life  is  formed, 
even  before  the  building  of  ibi  fabric 
has  commenced.  It  is  on  the  ground, 
then,  that  the  laws  of  physiology  begin 
where  those  of  the  physical  sciences  tei^ 
ininatc,  that  the  loveii  of  this  branch  of 
philosophy  take  their  stand.    Those  who 

*  Astronomy. 


DR.  HAKE  ON  THE  ORGANIC  GLOBULE.  A76 

Meet  with  no  impediment  in  other  pur-  built  ap  of  even  hundreds  of  other  states 

•saits  enter  on  this  to  find  the  measure  of  less  perfect,  and  in  a  mutual  state  of  de- 

tbeir  understanding',   and   to  acknow.  penaence. 

Jcdge,  that  there  is  none  other  so  ex-  Between   these   org^anic  elements  of 

pressive  of  nature's  great  successes.  the    solids,    and   the    org'anic    g'lohule 

The  difference  between  an  org'anic  which  appears  to  form  the  basis  of  the 
and  inorganic  body,  independently  of  living'  body,  no  intermediate  state  of 
their  functions  or  use,  may  be  found  matter  has  yet  been  found,  unless  the 
in  the  nature  of  their  composition,  and  rudiments  of  those  discovered  in  the  cir- 
expressed  by  what  best  defines,  in  con-  culating*  system  be  brought  forward  as 
trast,  the  regular  contexture  of  the  one,  shadowing  forth  the  more  perfect  shapes, 
and  the  conformation  of  the  other,  as  and  affording'  an  easier  transport  for  the 
respects  the  disposal  of  the  primitive  mind  along^  the  early  ipradations  of  ani- 
dements  which  gives  to  each  its  state,  mal  formation.  In  this  view  the  fluid 
The  constituents  of  either  may  be  alike ;  elements  of  organization  may  take  pre- 
it  is  not,  therefore,  in  component  parts  cedcncc  of  the  solid,  the  liquid  g'lobules 
that  the  difference  is  to  be  discovered  ;  of  the  fixed,  although  we  have  no  evi- 
for  four  elements,  named  oxygen,  hydro,  dence  of  a  less  composite  state  in  these 
Ken,  nitrog'en,  and  carbon,  may  consti-  former;  so  that  they  must  be  considered 
tute  animal  or  brute  matter,  their  pro-  as  indebted  to  their  greater  relative  sim- 
portions  being'  exactly  the  same.  Nor  plicity  rather  than  to  that  of  their  con- 
is  it  to  any  superadded  principle,  as  the  stitution,  for  the  intermediate  g'rade 
vital,  that  the  difiference  can  be  traced  ;  they  are  here  allowed  to  fill. 
for  organic  matter  retains  its  form  after  It  is  most  impressive  to  contemplate 
that  principle  is  destroyed.  Two  equal  with  due  profundity  the  progress  made 
portions,  Utr  example,  of  a  membrane  in  the  elementary  laws  of  matter  by 
being  separated  from  a  liviuj^  body,  and  means  of  combination.  A  simple  body 
the  one  being  preserved,  while  the  other  alone  has  no  apparent  law ;  iiJaced  be- 
is  submitted  to  total  decomposition, —  side  a  second  they  both  manitcst  a  qua- 
fruitless  as  it  would  be  to  mingle  the  lity ;  and  the  same  process  bein^  conti- 
elements  again,  w  itb  a  view  to  restore  nued  through  a  scries,  a  body  is  formed, 
the  organic  state,  no  other  known  pro-  the  organic  globule,  which  not  only  re- 
cess than  the  one  by  which  they  were  sembles,  but  in  its  highest  type  forms  a 
organized  being  competent  to  recover  part  of  that  which  is  conscious  of  its  ex- 
to  them  that  past  form,  they  still  con-  istcnce. 

tain  within  themselves  the  capacity  of  Although  the  link  between  two  king- 

heing  organized,  for  the  very  same  ele-  doms  of  nature  appears  broken  by  the 

ments,  in  the  membrane  which  was  not  sudden  transition  from  inanimate  to  or- 

submitted  to  analysis,  remain  organic  ganic,  the  qualities  of  the  first  are  only 

after  their  life  has  ceased.  concentrated  in  the  second,  and  render- 

Organized  substances,  therefore,  may  ed  capable  of  intcnsest  action. 

be  considered  as  diflfering  from  unorga-  The  first  step,  then,  made  by  inani- 

nized  in  their  contexture,  of  which  the  mate  bodies  towards  complete  organiza- 

primordial  cause  has  remained  unknown  tion  is  the  globule.  This  body,  however, 

to  the  most  acute  observation  and  steady  which  is  no  greater  than  one  seventy- 

percention  that  reasoners  can  command ;  five  thousandth  part  of  an  inch  in  dia- 

and  although  individual  minds,  by  urg-  meter,   is  equally  inanimate  with   the 

ing  their  m vincible  desire   after  truth  elements  of  which   it  is  shaped.     The 

through  the  eflfects,  may  have  an  occa-  formative  progress  which  oxygen,  hydro- 

sional  and  indistinct  vision  of  a  forma-  gen,  (Sec.  have  made  on  attaining  the 

tive  cause,  no  impression  of  that  pheno-  organic  globular  state,  and  passing  the 

nenon  has  ever  been  sufficiently  vivid  intermediate  grades  of  composition,  is 

to  be  retained,  or  to  enable  the  philoso-  very  great;  even  this  cannot  be  traced  : 

pber  to  describe  to  others,  or  to  satisfy  still  the  globule,  when  formed,  is  as  in- 

aiankiud  of  his  superior  knowledge*  animate  alone  as  an  elementary  gas,  or 

Organic    matter    is    resolvable    into  any  other  simple  form,  and  equally  in- 

psrts  of  the  same,  although  less  perfect ;  crt.     If  it  is  allowable  to  judge  of  the 

and  these  again  may  be  reduced  to  sub-  composition  of  the  globules  by  that  of 

organic  masses ;  so  that,  as  human  skill  the  tissues  which   they  constitute,  the 

can  succeed  thus  far,  it  is  probable  that  cellular  tissue  globule  is  the  most  sim- 

tbe  most  perfect  state  of  organization  is  pie.     It  ultimately  consists  of  oxygm 
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hydrogen,  carbon,    and    azutc ;   proxi-  lion,  while  four-fiAhii  of  the  remainder 

mately  of  g'clatine,  and  perhaps  fijriue  consist  of  oxyj^eii  and  azote  in  nearlr 

and  albumen;   but  each  of  these  sub^  equal  parts,  nydrog'cu  conatitutiug  tlw 

stances  is  composed  of  the  same  ele-  rest.      This  is   the    analysis   of   The- 

inrnts,  of  whicu  the  ]>roportion9   only  nard  : — 
differ.     Of  either,  about  one-half  is  car- 


Fibrinc  • 
Albumen 
Jelly.... 


Carbun. 


Oxygen.    Hydrogen. 


.3:2  883 
•18-881 


19H6.5 
27-207 


7021 
7.M0 
7-9M 


Azote. 


I9«»31 
15-705 
169!f8 


II  has  been  asserted  that  the  nrlobules 
described  above  may  be  resolved,  bv 
further  microscopic  aids,  into  other  glo- 
bules of  much  inferior  dimensions. 

The  second  uriobule  which  may  be 
considered  is  tne  muscular  tissue  (glo- 
bule, a  body  separated  in  its  nature  and 
composition  fnmi  the  first.  Of  this 
molecule  it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  con- 
stituency, or  define  its  limits,  surround, 
ed  as  it  is  by  so  many  heteroirenuous 
tissues.  Fibnne  may  be  considered  its 
principal  comi>oneut ;  albumen  may 
])erhaps  be  added  ;  gelatine,  extractive 
matter,  osmazome,  phos])hate8  of  soda, 
ammonia,  and  lime,  sulphur  and  po- 
tass, muriate,  phosphate,  and  lactate  of 
soda. 

As  not  tlie  fflobules  themselves,  but 
the  fibres  whicli  they  form,  have  yielded 
the  above  analysis,  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  difficulty  to  decide  which  of  the 
substances,  or  if  all,  enter  into  t)ie  com- 
))osition  of  the  organic  molecule  called 
mubcnlar,  and  which  into  the  connecting 
media.  The  probable  truth  is,  that 
such  of  the  above  elements  a^^  belong  to 
cellular  tissue,  a  connecting  medium  of 
muscular  fibre,  pertain  to  it  alone ; 
while  some  of  the  salts,  not  being  dis- 
coverable in  the  blood  which  circulates 
in  muscle,  belong  exclusively  to  its  sub- 
Rlance ;  unless  the  analysis  iUclf,  having 
been  carried  too  far,  may  have  led  to  a 
deceptive  recomposition. 

According  to  observations  much  to 
be  relied  on,  the  muscular-tis.i»ue  globule 
is  of  the  same  magnitude  as  the  cellu- 
lar,  and — that  which  next  follows  in 
the  onler  of  consideration — the  ulmtous- 
lissue  ghibule. 

Like  the  other  two,  the  nervous- 
tissue  globule  has  been  found  to  consi>t 
of  parts  resulvable  into  parts  nion*  sim- 
ple, and  thi'dcha^r  been  seiiaraled  until 
uuitlvsin^  ranging  the  graav^  ol*  U\«^Ul)' 


combined  matter,  has  reached  the  aimplf 
elements,  and  expanded  all  its  force. 

Vaiiquelin  has  supplied  the  followiii|f 
analvsis  of  nervous  tissue. 

Water    80- 

White  fatty- matter 453 

Red  fatt> -matter '70 

Albumen    •••  700 

Osmazome    1-12 

Phos]ihorus TjO 

Acids,  salts,  and  sulphur 5'15 

Xenons  globules,  which  these  ele- 
ments give  rise  to,  have  been  fariuiulr 
described.  Although  the  correct  Ed- 
wards has  compared  their  size  to  that  of 
muscular  and  cellular  corpuscules,  and 
coiivinced  himself  of  their  coincidcncf, 
and  of  the  unique  diameter  of  etery 
species  of  nervous  globule,  it  has  beea 
a»serted  on  the  other  hand,  that  this 
body  in  its  least  degree  of  develiMimcot 
is  as  much  as  the  four  ihousandtu  part 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  in  iu 
greatest  the  two  th(»usand  four  buB- 
dredth,  the  median  size  being  the  lluve 
thousand  four  hundredth  part*. 

The  nervous -tissue  globule  thus  di- 
viding itself  into  classes,  observatioa 
believes  that  it  has  ascertained  to  which 
the  greater  corpuscules,  and  lo  whieh 
the  lesser,  belong,  and  has  named,  fraa 

Iire-existing  reasons,  the  former  raedal- 
arv,  and  the  latter  cineritious. 

So  much  uncertainty  existing  in  re- 
gard both  to  the  exact  compi>sitiun  and 
magnitude  of  the  organic  globular  cor- 
puscule,  science  would  be  aitngether 
at  a  loss  for  further  inforuiation  un  Mib- 
u^ts  u  hereon  precision  is  so  bupelna. 
but  for  one  fortunate  tnitli,  t^at  prtnct. 
)des  arc  chiefly  lo  be  desired,  and  that 
they  are  deducible  with  as  much  rate 
from  the  more  coarse,  as  from  the  wmI 
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precise  experiments.  What  knowled^  forces  can  resist  agents  which,  from  a 
of  analysis  could  teach  us  more  than  less  perfected  union,  would  call  into 
this;-* organization  is  composed  of  the  visible  existence  the  simple  qualities  of 
same  elements  as  the  rest  of  the  uni.  the  parts  pertaining  to  this  now  self- 
verse;  its  high  g^dations,  which  pre-  defending  organization, 
sent  complexities  most -curious,  and  Thus  the  qualities  of  the  oi^nic  cor- 
compounds  so  intricately  formed  that  puscule  are  the  united  powers  of  its 
the  accompaniment  of  some  extraordi*  component  elements,  arranged  under 
narv  effect  is  demanded,  are  attended  the  influence  of  some  agent  more  potent 
with  functional  powers  both  wonderful  than  an^  known,  or  of  a  series  of  agents, 
and  new ;  that  the  elements,  when  and  amid  a  vast  scries  also  of  modifj- 
urged  by  some  irresistible  agency  into  ing  circumstances ;  and  the  meaning  of 
extensive  and  unprecedented  union,  on-  these  creative  causes  can  only  be  ascer- 
able  from  the  vastness  of  the  force  used  tained  by  an  incessant  and  subtle  ob- 
to  blend  into  ordinary  forms  such  as  servation  of  structure,  and  reflection  on 
milder  causes  might  induce,  and  still  the  phenomena  which  arc  attendant  on 
less  incapable  of  separating  each  other,  organization. 

abey  the  omnipotent  force,  rise  above  , ^ ._« 

ibe  most  complicated  forms  of  ordinary  ^^  „„„ 

matter,  and  are  established  as  orgfamc  _ 

in  the  beautiful  and  surprising  form  of         FUNCTIONS  OF  MECKEL'S 

globular  corpuscules,  the  basis  of  living  GANGLION 

tissue.  ^  AND   THE  0L0S8O>PHARTN0EAL  NERVE. 

The  nervous  tissue  globule  contains  

its  nervous  matter  in  cells  of  excessive  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
minuteness. 

There  is  an  intermediate  substance,  «,         **»  ...  ,       . 

of  a  fatty  aspect,  among  the  nervous  ?«=   numerous  discu^ions    that  have 

eorouscules.    Should  this  be  considered  ?een  held  this  some  time  past  respect- 

tbe  fatty  matter  which  the  analysis  of  >"<?  the  functions  of  MeckePs  ganglion, 

nervoos  substance  yields  ?  \"^  ^"«  glosso-pbaryngeal  nerves,  and 

As  we  ascend  in  tracing  the  organi-  theexperimentslatelvperformed  by  Dr. 

cation  of  causes,  those  which  atUch  to  ^l^^^^^H.'  ""^  ^"*>l>n*»  9^''«  induced  me  to 

themselves  effective  powers  equivalent  "'""K  forward  the  opinion  which  I  hold 

to  their  high  natural  sources,  it  may  ^^  ^^^^^  subjects  ;  m  doing  so,  I  will 

appear  surprising  that  so  perfect  a  re-  confine  myself  as  much  as  possible  to 

gularity  should  pervade  systems,  when  *"«  support  of  my  own  opinion,  without 

slight  and  apparently  inevitable  devia-  attempting  to  controvert  those  of  others, 

tions    from   their  established  harmony  *®    nothing,  in  my  estimation,  tends 

-  -  more  to  impede  the  progress  of  scientific 


Mgaoie    pervading  the  organic  laws.  ...  .    «       . 

The  latter  enjoy  a  derived,  the  former  ?^''^^«'  ^^»<^'*  vossess  so  marked  an  m- 

tti  original  fixity.  So  perfectly  unerring  ?."^".^^  ?^er  the  organ  of  vision,  the 

am  the  laws  of  elementary  matter,  that  distnbution  of  its  branches  to  the  nose 

^ilosophers  have  even  ventured  to  name  «?^  P«**^'  the  remarkable  course  of  lU 

.    then  e/erii4i/.    This  immutability  per-  chorda-tympani  filament,  which  passing 

▼•ikt  every  state  ofcombination,  and  is  backwards  through   the   vidian   canal, 

«  ouinifest  in  each   result  as   in   the  ®"*®"  the    hiatus    fallopii,    communi- 

Z  -Amle  bodies  whence  higher  effects  are  ^^'^  ^  '^^^  J^c  glosso-pbaryngeal  nerve, 

-•kalned.      Still,   though   the  laws   of  traverses  the  canity  of  the  t^jrmpanuro, 

-  miter  remain  immutable,  iheir  mani-  «"^  ?"»l^/«  emerging  from  it  througrh 

;-~  fctatioos  vary   with   their  uni«in,  and  thcglaacrianfis8ure,joins,aiid  is  lost  with 

^    whea    this  is    carried   to  the  highest  ^^«.  J[»statory  nerve,  are  circumstances 

^  >nt»  the  organic,  these  laws  are  so  w*''^*'  jl*^«  «'  *"  *'™^?  er»^en  rise  to 

t    UMigtheDed  by  each  other  as  to  appear  ™"C*>  discussion  respecUng  the  uses  of 

^  *r    •upeWleiar  observers     suspenVfed  ;  ^^^"^  "^"^f»»  especially  when  it  is  re- 

Z-mkmnM  fhey  ttrt  only  so  actively  poised  collected  that  the  parts  to  whmVx  vW^ 

themselves,    that  their  united  •  Mkd.  GAx.p.2»5,pT«»enx\o\\iwits, 

476.— xjx.  ^  V 
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are  distributed  are  abundantly  supplied  plain  them  tbrougrh  the  ugenr.y  of  tk 
with     nervous    influence     from    other  general  sympathetic   system;  but  wkj 
sources,  both  for  the  purposes  of  com-  re^trt  to  a  general  when  we  can  prore  i 
mou  and  special  sensations.     What  can  direct  cause  of  sympathy  ?    Others  latf 
be  their  use  ?     It  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  assert,  that  in  some  of  the  lower  triba 
connect  the  senses  of  smell,  sight,  hear-  of  animals  these  sympathies  aie  prefcat 
ing,  and  taste  together, — to   be,  as  it  to  a  certain  extent,  in  which  Meckeri 
were,  the  sympathetic  nerve  of  these  ganglion  doe%    not  exist;    to  these  I 
senses.  would  reply,  that  man  is  the  most  highlf 
That  a  remarkable  sympathy  exists  organized  of  the  animal  creation,  uH 
between  these  senses,  every  day,  nay  that  in  no  particular  is  the  perfection  of 
every  hour,  aflbrds  us  numerous  exam-  his  org^anization  more  apparent  than  ia 
pics.     The  sight  of  the   rose,  or  other  the  great,  the  universal  sympathy ,which 
fragrant  substance,  immediately  excites  exists  between  all  parts  of  his  stmctoffe, 
in   us  the  desire  of  smell ;  we  almost  and  that,  what  in  other  animals  may  be 
involuntarily  apply  it  to  the  nose.    The  effected  through  the  agency  of  the  ge- 
babitual   snufl*-taKer,    on   beholding  a  ncral  system,  requires  in  him  additionti 
snuff-box,  perceives  a  remarkable  titilla-  structures;  and  this  observation  appKei 
tiou  in  the  nares,  which    can  only  be  to  many  parts    of   the    human    oody, 
appeased  by  partaking  of  his  accustom-  which,  m  this  age  of  comparative  ant- 
ed stimulus.    The  sight  of  his  favourite  tomy,  have  been  considered     in    bia 
dish,  and  still  more  so  the  smell,  arouses  nearly  or  altogether  useless;   because, 
in  the  gourmand  an  urgent  desire  to  forsooth,  they  arc  absent  in,  or  may  be 
gratify  his  taste  with  the  object  of  bis  removed  from,  the  brute  creation  witk  , 
wishes;  he  smacks  his  lips,  and  already  impunity.    These  wholesale  dedactioH 
enjoys    the    banquet    in    anticipation,  from  the  inferior  tribes  of  animals,  sad 
whilst  the  salivary  glands  pour  forth  their  application  to  the  human  system, 
their  secretions  in  increased  quantities,  appear  to  me  to  possess  much  absuidit/. 
The   apple  suspended    from    the    tree        Not  less  complicated  is  the  distribi- 
awakens  in  the  youth   the  recollection  tion  of  the  branches  of  the  gloaso-pha- 
of  former  enjoyments,  and  he  longs  to  ryngeal  nerve.  This  nerve^  immediatdj 
gratify  his  taste  with  the  distant  trea-  ajfler  its  exit  from  the  cranium,  sends  off 
sure.      A  piece  of  cinnamon  taken  into  a  band  to  communicate  with  the  chorda- 
the  mouth  and  chewed,  whilst  the  nose  tympani     nerve  ;    afler     this    several 
is  kept  tightly  closc<l,  tastes    like    a  branches  proceed  from  it   to  join  the 
piece  of  deal ;  an  onion,  under  the  same  seventh,  pneumo-gastric,    and    syrapa- 
circumstances,  like  an  apple.    All  those  thetic  nerves,  anu  pharyngeal  plexus; 
facts  prove  a  remarkable  sympathy  be-  it  then  distributes  filaments  to  tbestylo- 
tween  the  senses  of  sight,  smell,  and  pharyngeus  muscle,  the  constricton  of 
taste:  how  many  more  might  be  adduced  t  the  pharynx,  tl  e  lingual  muscle,  and  the 
But  how  do  we  show  the  sympatbj^  be-  constrictor  isthmi  laocium  ;    numeroos 
tween  these  and  the  sense  of  hearing  ?  branches  are  also  derived  from  it  whidi 
Very  simply.     The    voice  of  a   well-  supply    the  mucous  membrane  lining 
known  friend  recalls  to  our  recollection  the  pharynx  and  fauces,  the  tonsil,  and 
his  figure,  and  we  desire  immediately  to  neighbouring  mucous  glands,  the  mn- 
behold   him.    The  sound  produced  by  cous  membrane  covering  the  root  of  the 
the  pouring  of  his  favourite  beverage  tongue  and  epiglottis,  and  the  glosso- 
from   one   vessel  to  another — nay,  even  epiglottic  folds.   What  an  extreorainaij 
the   uncorking  of  a   bottler-excites  in  distribution  is  here !     Filaments  distn- 
the  drunkard  an  ardent  thirst,  which  buted  to  muscles,   mucous  membrane, 
can  be  only  appeased  by  indulging  in  and   glands,  and  holding  an  intimate 
his  usual  propensity.  The  grating  noise  connexion  with  the  neighbouring  nerves; 
caused  by  cutting  a  piece  of  cork,  paring  and  yet  a  nerve  which  is  simple  in  its 
a  piece  of  slate-pencil,  Sec.  awaken  in  functions,  if  we  may  argue  from  the 
some  most  unpleasant  sensations,  and  simplicity  of  its  origrm.     What  is,  then, 
**  set  the  teeth   on  edge."     How  can  the  function  performed  by  the  glosso* 
we  account  for  these  varied  sympathies  pharyngeal  nerve  ?    I  consider  that  it 
but  from  the  distribution  of  the  branches  connects  in  sympathy  the  several  parts 
of  Meckel's  ganglion  P — what  other  use  concerned  in  the  act  of  deglutition,r' 
assign  to  them  ?  that  it,  in  fact,  produces  that  sympa* 
Some  may,  perhaps,  attompt  to  ex-  thetic    action    of  the  muscles  of  thQ 
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ton^e,  lar^x,  fauces,  and  pharynx,  on  upon  the  nerve  with  a  ligature  passed 
which  the  integrity  of  that  act  depends ;  underneath  it ;  and  in  one  of  the  three 
at  the  same  time  endowing  the  sur-  the  root  of  the  tongue  was  at  the  same 
rounding  mucous  membrane  and  slauds  time  depressed,  and  rendered  concave 
with  a  oegree  of  sympathy  which  con-  side  to  side."  '*  In  everu  instance  de- 
tributes  to  this  action.  There  can  be  glutition  was  more  or  less  impaired." 
no  doubt  that  this  sympathetic  action  **  But  in  those  instances  in  which  the 
exists;  the  rapidity  with  which  the  act  nerves  were  perfectly  divided,  deglu- 
of  deglutition  is  performed,  requiring  a  tition  was  so  very  much  interfered  with, 
consent  of  action  and  feeling  between  so  as  in  some  cases  to  be  impossible, 
many  parts,  is  abundant  proof  of  it;  The  animal  took  and  masticated  thk 
but  many  more  can  be  brought  forward,  morsel  as  usual,  and  swallowed  it  frorai 
A  forei^i  body — a  feather,  a  portion  of  the  mouth  into  the  pharynx  freely  ; 
mucus  irritating  the  mucous  membrane  but  then,  after  repcatea  and  unavailing 
lining  the  fauces — ^produces  immediately  efforts  to  get  it  further,  it  made  eaual 
a  convulsive  action  of  the  pharyngeal  efforts  to  get  it  hack  again,  in  whicn  it 
muscles.  A  portion  of  food,  or  any  offen  experienced  so  much  difficulty,  aa 
cytber  anbstance,  impacted  in  the  pha-  to  become  much  exhausted,  or  to  seem 
rynx,  causes  immediate  death  by  suffo-  even  in  danger  of  iuffacniion^  before  it 
eation  ;    and   this  is  produced,  not  by  succeeded." 

compression  of  the  larynx,  inasmuch  as        Tf  the  foregoing  opinions  be  correct, 
the    cricoid    cartilage,    which   forms  a  we  possess  a  satisfactory  explanation  of 
complete    ring,    prevents    this    taking  the  uses  of  the  several  nerves  distributed 
place,  nor  by  the  direct  irritation  of  the  to  the  organs  of  the  senses.     To  some 
muscles  of  the  larynx,  the  crico-ary te-  the  nerves  of  the  tongue  may  appear  to 
npidei    postici    (dilators    of    the    nma  form  an  exception  to  this  remark,  as  it 
glottidis)  being  most  immediately  affect-  is  difficult  to  decide  what  is  the  office 
ed,  but  by  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  of  the  gustatory  nerve :  does  it  endow 
constrictors  of  the   la r^^nx,  which  are  the  tongue  with  common  or  special  sen- 
called  into  action  whilst  deglutition  is  sation,  or  both  ?     I  consider  that  it  pre- 
being  performed, — an  action  which  con-  sides  over  both  common  and  special  sen- 
tinoes  as  long  as  the  foreign  body  is  sation.     That  most  of  the  branches  of 
allowed  to  remain.     But   I   have  said  the  fifth  nerve  endow  with  common  sen- 
tlie  glosso-pharyngeal  nerve  communi-  sation  the  parts  which  they  supply,  is 
cates  with   the   chorda-tympani   nerve,  generally  admitted ;  that  its  gustatory 
Can  we  from  this  explain  tnat  convul-  branch   performs  this  office   cannot  be 
sive    action    produced   in    hydrophobic  questioned,    from    the    fact     that     its 
patients  by  the  sound  of  water  pouring  branches  are  freely  distributed   to   the 
from   one  vessel  to  another,  or  by  the  surrounding    mucous    membrane,     the 
sight  of  this  or  other  fluids?     I  think  gums,  <Sfc.,  which  possess  common  sen- 
se.    This  theory  respecting  the  use  of  sation  only.    That  it  also  presides  over 
the  glosso- pharyngeal  nerve  is  support-  the  special  sense  of  taste  is,  I  consider, 
ed  by  the   experiments   performea   by  equally  evident,  from  the  numerous  ex- 
Dr.  Alcock.     He  states  as   follows: —  periments  performed  on  this  subject,  the 
^  I  have  divided    both   glosso-pharyn-  greater  part  of  which  tend  to  establish 
geals  in  several  dogs,  with  the  follow-  this  position,  and  from  the  circumstance 
ing  results :    in  two  of  them,  each  time  that  taste  is  most  perfect  in  that  part  of 
that    either  nerve   was  taken  upon   a  the  tongue,  viz.  the  anterior  portion,  in 
hook,  preparatory  to  its  division,  a  most  which  the  nerve  is  lost.    Against  this 
violent  action  of  the  pharyngeal  mus-  supposition  I  am  aware  that  it  may  be 
oles  was  excited,  resembling  precisely  suited,  that  division  of  the  gustatory 
die  pharyngeal  effort  to  reject  the  mat-  nerves  will  not  wholly  destroy  the  sense 
ter,  which  most  persons  must  have  ex-  of  taste;  but  such  an  experiment  cannot 
perienced,  when  something  nauseous  or  be  conclusive,  as,  even  after  the  nerve 
revolting  has  got  beyond  the  power  of    has  been  divided,  a  certain  portion  of 
dM  tongue,  and  entered  the  pharynx;  the  sense  may  be  conveyed  through  the 
ftnd  it  was  so  imperative,  that  the  ani-  numercms  anastomoses  of  its  branches, 
mal  strangled  to  get  upon  its  feet,  and  unless  the  trunk  of  the  fifth  nerve  be 
was  witD   difficulty  restrained.      In  a  divided ;  and  even  in  this  in&taiiice  >d[i« 
third,  a  similar  effect,  only  less  marked  experimenter  must  laVe  \Ti\o  cotvW\^«t«l- 
in  degree,   was  produced   by  pulling  tion,  in   operating  ou  a\i\maV&,  v»\jAs\k 
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can  only  be  the  subject  of  experiment,  will  be  conducted  with  a  siug^le  ejcto 
how  mucli  of  the  apparent  remnant  of    the  elucidation  of  truth,  and  Uie  aA» 
taste  may  depend  on  the  integrity  of    qtiint  benefit  of  die  profession. 
the   other  senses,  and   particularly  on  I  remain,  sir, 

that  of  smell.     I   have  no  doubt  that  Your  obedient  servant. 

experimenters  hare  often  been  mistaken  Malcol,m  W.  HilleIi 

from  this  cause.  Lecturer  on  AnatomT  and  PfcyriifeV 

Another  objection  has  been  Irouffht  5t^the  We.tmln.ur  Scl«>ol  rf  »• 

forward  against  this  theory — as  by  Mr.       jgnqn    j   1M7 
Noble  and   others,    namely,  that  taste  ' 

has  frequently  been  lost  in  an  individual, 

whilst  the  common   sensation   has  not 

been  impaired,  and  vice  versA  ;  but  how  OBSERVATIONS 

often  do  we  meet  with  a  similar  occur-  ox 

rence  in  other  parts  of  the  bod.v,  con-  „r.  EVERrrr's  rem a&ks  ok 

fessedly  supplied  by  one  nerve,  with  two 

different  powers,  viz.  that  of  sensation  THE    NEW    PHARMACOPOEIA 
and  motion.     It  frequently  hapnons  that  _ 

one  of  these   is  destroyed,   whilst  the 

other  remains  perfi  cl ;  so  may  it  be  in  -' ®  '^*  Editor  of  the  Medical GmziiH. 
the  tongue :  either  special  or  common  a 

sensation  may  be  destroyed  separately,  * 

whether  resulting"  from  disease  at  tl'ie  Permit  me  to  make  a  few  ohservatioM 
origin  of  the  nerve,  or  a  disordered  state  on  Mr.  Everitt*s  criticism  on  CheLondoi 
of  Its  ultimate  ramifications,  which  may  Pharmacopceia,  which  appeared  in  tk 
no  doubt  be  locally  affected,  is  not  ne-  last  number  of  your  journal, 
cessary  at  present  to  be  determined;  Intending^  to  prove  the  folly  of  di- 
iiay,  the  mucous  membiane  itself  may  recting*  medicines  to  be  prepared  m 
be  in  so  inflamed  or  otberwise  morbid  a  small  scale,  because  toej  en 
state,  as  to  increase,  diminish,  or  totally  be  obtained  more  cheaply  on  a  bige 
destroy,  either  or  both  sensations,  one,  Mr.  Everitt  says — "  Thus,  A  is  1 
Thickening  of  it,  an  increased  deposit  maker  of  carbonate^  of  soda  from  salt; 
of  mucus  upon  its  surface,  or  effusion  be  gets  hydrochloric  acid  at  the  saae 
into  the  submucous  cellular  tissue,  may  time.  B  is  a  maker  of  sulphate  of  m^ 
produce  all  those  results,  without  the  nesia  frombitteni;  he  also  g-eta  hydro- 
nerves  participating  in  the  disease.  chloric  acid  at  the  same  time  ;  and  tbii 
Tn  the  preceding  observations  I  have  acid,  procured  from  distilling'  sulphuric 
taken  but  little  notice  of  the  o]iinions  of  acid  with  muriate  of  magnesia,  is  jut 
others :  allow  me  to  state  to  those  who  as  good  as  that  obtained  from  salt  by 
have  lately  written  on  this  subject,  that  sniphuric  acid,  provided  care  be  takes 
it  is  not  from  want  of  respect  for  them,  to  nave  it  pure."  Now  it  is  readily  ad- 
but  solely  from  the  opinion  entertained  mitted,  that  provided  two  portions  of 
by  me,  as  at  first  stated,  that  the  cause  hydrochloric  acid  are  equally  strony 
of  scientific  research  in  frequently  im-  and  pure,^  that  they  are  equally 
peded  in  its  course  by  too  free  disquisi-  good,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
tions  on  the  opini<ins  of  others ;  and  modes  of  procuring  them  are  equally 
assuredly,  if  we  wish  to  illumine  our  eligible;  and  until  bittern  can  be  ob- 
path,  it  is  an  in,|udicious  plan  to  com-  tained  free  from  common  salt,  the  sal- 
meuce  by  extinguishing  our  neighbour's  phate  of  ma^esia  procured  from  it  br 
light.  sulphuric  acid  must  be  mixed  with  sat- 
in conclusion,  I  hope  ere  long  to  of.  phate  of  soda.  This  case  has,  I  grantr 
fer  some  further  remarks  on  this  subject,  but  little  to  do  with  the  processes  of  the 
supported  by  experiment  and  obser-  Pharraaoopceia,  but  it  proves  that  Mr. 
nations  on  disease.  Should  Dr.  Alcock,  Everitt  is  not  happy  in  the  selection  of 
or  any  uther  individual,  in  the  mean-  his  illustrations. 

time    continue   their    investigations,   I         Mr.   Everitt  afterwards    says,  ''we 

shull  be  most  happy  to  receive  any  ar-  will  now  give  a  few  instances  iUuStrs- 

gunients  that  may  be  brought  forwanl,  tive  of  the  tfreat  care  with  vhick  the 

either  for  or  against  my  opinions.    From  work  hat  been  executed;  the  italics  are 

a  partial  knowledge  of  Dr.  Alcock,  f  Mr.  EverittV,  and  were  not  required  ti* 

feel  convinced  that  all  hi^  obscr\  ations  show  that  be  meant  the  g^rcat  tcamt  of 
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,  he  then  mentions,  '*  Atnmatiia  /t-  sels.     And  I  assert  that  it  was  not  from 

pr   defined  0*960,*'   and  proceeds  to  irant  of  care  that  a  process  similar  to 

■Utte  that  only*  two  fluid  ounces  of  water  that  proposed  bj  Mr.  Everitt  was  re> 

•hoold  be  added  to  one  fluid  drachm,*  jectea  ;    though'  whether  it  was  from 

[meaning  fluid  ounce)  of  the  liquor  am-  want  of  judg-ment,   is  a  subject   fully 

moniee  lortior  to  reduce  its  sp.  gr.  to  open  to  discussion. 

0-O60.  The  advantages  wliich   Mr.   Everitt 

IVhen  Mr.  Everitt's  correction  is  cor-  represents  as   to   be  derived    from   his 

reeled,  I  admit  that  he  is  right;  and  it  process,  show,  to  use  his  own   expres. 

irss  originally  stated  that  these  propor-  sion,  with  what  facility    an    operation 

lions  should  be  employed ;  the  error,  I  may   be   '*  hungled,"     Thus,    he   says, 

believe  a  misprint  of  tribns  for  duabus  ;  that  if  liquor  ammonice,of  specificgravity 

it  is  one  which  I  presume  Mr.  Everitt  0'960=  10  per  cent,  ammonia,  be  want- 

will   pardon,   ior    an    error    somewhat  ed,  it  may  be  obtained  by  passing  the 

nore  difficult  of  commission,  he  states  ammonia    liberated   from    10  parts  of 

that    **  much   of  the    commercial    liq,  hydrochlorate  into  30  parts  of  water, 

«maiue.  contains  chloride  of  colchicum^  until  they  liave  increased  to  35  parts ; 

Meaning  calciumf,  and  then  he  adds,  **  that  nearly  all  th6 

With  respect  to  the  present  method  of  ammonia  will  have  passed  over."    Now, 
preparing  liquor  ammonise,  Mr.  Everitt  if  36  parts  of  solution  of  ammonia,  con- 
•ays  it  was,  "perhaps,   the   worst  of  taining  10  percent,  of  the  alkali,  can 
those  in  the  old  edition ;"  and  he  adds  be  obtained  from  10  parts  of  the  hy*> 
that  **  the  alterations  are  merely  to  suit  drochlorate,  not  only  has  the  whole  of 
the  new  measures;" — that  is,  the  altera-  the  ammonia  passed  over  and  been  con- 
lions   are  no  alterations  at  all.     Thi<,  densed,  but  the  salt  must  have  yielded 
however,  is  a  very  incorrect  representa-  more   than  it   contained  ;    for  35  parti 
tion  of  the  circumstances  of  tiie  cases,  of  solution    must  contain  3*5  parts  of 
In  the  late  Pharmacopoeia,  eight  ounces  ammonia,  requiring  11*1  parts  of  hj'dro- 
•f  hydrochlorate  ammonia,  six  ounces  chlorate    for  their    production,   instead 
•f  lime,  and  sixty-four  fluid  ounces  of  of  only  10.— I  am,  sir, 
water,  were  directed  to  be  used  to  procure  Your  obedient  servant, 
twelve  fluid  ounces  of  liquor  ammonisB.  R.  Phillips, 
To  make  a  liberal  allowance,  let  it  be  P.R.3.  L.&  E.,  Ac.  i  and  Lecturer 
snpposed  that  one.fourth  of  the  water  HospitS?*'^''  ^  "***  TUqidmi 
remained  diffused  throuu^h  the  lime  un-  j^  j^  igg; 
dissolved ;  we  should  then  have  to  heat 
liiity-eight  fluid  ounces  of  solution  to 


procure  twelve  fluid   ounces  of  liquor    anat  YQPQ*i.«TvinTTPFQ....Rnni:<j 
--monis ;  whereas,  by  the  present  pro-    ANALYSES  and  NOTlCESor  BOOKS, 


the   same    quantity    of    solution 

Yields  eighteen  fluid  ounces  of  product.  «.,,..  .      x   n  i  .    . 

1^t_»       **      ..•        *!.       r  Vi  ••  L'Autear  le  tne  4  allonger  ce  que  le  lecleur  »• 

II  this  operation,  therefore,  smaller  ves-  tue  a  abr^ger."— D'Albmrbrt. 

•els,  less  fire  and  time,  are  employed,  

than  in  the  former  one. 

Mr.  Everitt  then  shows  (and  1  admit  Ohtervationt  on  the  Conttruction  and 
the  accuracy  of  his  statement,  without  Uge  of  the  Respirator.  By  Julius 
allowing  that  of  the  inference  deduced        Jbffbeys.     1836. 

ftom  it),  that,  in   the  present  process,  ^he  «  respirator,"  it  may  be  necessary 

half  the  ammonia  of  the  muriate  is  lost,  ^^  ^^^^-J  j,  an  instrument  intended  to 

^epn^sfLmethi^hy^hichthisis  ^^rm  the    respired    air    as    it   passes 

to  be  remedied :  although  an  experienced  ^j,^^     j,  j    ^^  /^  ^    ^^^^^^  ^^^  injurious 

^^^t^lSK  advantageously  employ  consequences  to  the  lungs  of  breathing 

me  modification  of  this  plan,  especially  ^  ^^,j   ^„  atmosphere.     It  must  l^ 

ifnetallic  veMels  were  used,  yet  I  pre-  ^^^j^^^  ^y^^^  ^^^  ^J  temperature  of  the 

fer  the  loss  of  ammonia  to  the  compli-  ^.^  ^^^      ^         ^  portion  of  the  season 

^tioD  of  Mr.  Eventts  apparatus,  and  j„  ^^-^  ^  »„„,^   -^  /„^  of  tbe  most  fertile 

the,  danger  which  is  incurred  in    dis-  ^^^^^  ^j.  p^f^onary  complaints;   and 

tilling    ander  pressure  with  glass  ves-  ^^^^  ^„^  contrivance  by  wtich  persons 

^  r~  might  have  the  benefit  of  fresh  air  and 

1 8u  in  the  Laocet*  bodily  excrcisc  without  the  risk  arisin^fr 
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from  cold,  is  a  (p^at  desidf  ratam.  It  a  single  lajer  of  metal  eoald  only  tJk 
appears  to  us  that  this  purpose  is  in  a  pari  of  toe  beat  Itoib  the  breath ;  cm 
lirreat  measure  attainable  by  means  of  if  the  contact  were  of  loajper  diirali« 
the  iiistrumeut  described  i:i  the  pam-  than  it  is,  the  breath  woald  lose  no  ki 
phlet  before  us.  The  principle  consists  in  after  it  had  raised  the  metal  ap  la  ai 
micT]i(mn^  between  the  lungs  and  ex-  own  temperature.  In  order  to  extmt 
tenial  atmosphere  at  the  mouth,  (or  at  more  heat  from  the  breath,  it  mart  W 
the  mouth  and  nose  jointly),  a  little  carried  through  another  tajer  of  bmi4 
apparatus,  having  metallic  gauze  so  which,  being  much  colder  than  iiKK 
arranged  that  the  air  must  pass  through  can  abstract  heat  from  it.  As  tk 
several  folds  of  it,  with  minute  dis-  breath  and  this  second  lajer  appmch 
tances  intervening.  The  heat  of  the  towards  the  same  temperature,  tais  » 
breath  is  abstracted  on  expiration,and  re-  oond  layer  will  not  be  able  to  abstnd 
taiued  by  the  apparatus  as  the  air  passes  more  heat  from  the  breath.  It  mMt 
out,  and  is  as  readily  yielded  back  to  therefore,  pass  through  a  thiid  idl 
that  which  enters  on  inspiration ;  so  that  cooler  layer,  and,  lor  the  same  mi, 
before  the  air  reaches  the  lung8,cven  on  a  throug^b  set eral.  In  practice,  six  m 
very  cold  day,it  has  already  attained  an  eight  will  not  proTC  too  many ;  and  ii 
agreeable  tcmiierature.  The  impression  the  coldest  weather  double  that  naabcr 
which  the  first  description  of  such  an  majr  be  employed.  In  this  series  if 
apparatus  communicates  is,  that  it  lamine,  eacn  is  wanner  than  the  0B» 
must  be  productive  of  a  sense  of  in  front  of  it,  from  the  exterior  mt, 
closeness  and  confinement  —  imped-  which  is  nearly  of  tbe  temperatarr  sf 
ing  the  respiration,  interfering  with  the  atmosphere,  to  the  innermoat  oac^ 
the  voice,  and  being  pn»ductive  of  which  iaj)erhap8  within  ten  orfiAeci 
disagreeable  moisture,— in  fact,  some-  degrees  of^the  temperature  of  the  bieilL 
thin(^  like  breathing  through  a  piece  of'  These  lamins  would  not  remain  om 
muslin.  instant  of  time  at  so  difierent  states  » 
The  number  of  persons  who  may  to  heat,  if  they  were  placed  in  ooataet 
be  seen  on  a  cold  day  v»  ith  their  hand-  with  each  other.  In  order  to  pmciff 
kerchiefs  at  their  mouths,  sufficiently  the  progressive  difference  in  thetr  stoeb 
shows  that  some  such  contrivance  as  of  heat,  they  must  be  kept  apart ;  ufk 
the  **  respirator"  would  be  very  accep-  it  will  be  found,  that  during  the  shoit 
table  to  tnem.  Now  all  the  advantages  period  of  one  respiration,  a  very  small 
they  could  desire,  are  professedly  af-  separation  will  suffice  for  the  porpoie. 
forded  by  this  little  instrument.  It  An  interval  for  each  of  one-fortieth  of 
is  an  ingenious,  clever  thing,  and  so  an  inch,  including  the  metal,  is  aiore 
far  as  we  can  judge,  the  principle  than  enough ;  six  or  eight  layers  naj 
appears  to  us  excellently  suited  to  therefore  He  in  one-eighth  of  an  inch. 
its  purpose.  Two  circumstances  appear  These  layers  having^  been  warmed  dar- 
csseutial  to  the  perfection  of  the  instru-  ing  an  act  of  expiration,  and  h&9f 
ment — that  it  should  be  sufficient  to  each  warmer  and  warmer  as  they  Iw 
arrest  the  heat,  and  yet  not  calculated  nearer  the  mouth,  are  enabled  to  give 
to  impede  the  breathing.  Both  objects  heat  in  tbe  most  advantageous  manner 
seem  to  be  amply  provided  for  in  the  to  the  fresh  air  entering  from  without, 
"  respirator"  of  Mr.  Jeffreys :  the  wires  which  takes  up  a  parcel  of  heat  in  tra- 
nearest  the  mouth  arc  one  three  bun-  versing  each ;  since,  although  it  grows 
dredth  part  of  an  inch  thick,  and  the  more  and  more  warm,  it  is  sure  to  M 
same  distance  apart  from  each  other;  every  la^er  it  comes  to  warmer  than  it- 
there  arc  from  eight  to  twenty  layers  of  self,  which  is,  of  course,  a  relative  con- 
wire,  and  those  mostextenial  areattenu-  dition  necessary  for  the  communicatioo 
a  ted  till  they  are  no  more  than  one  of  heat  to  the  air." 
six  hundredth  part  of  an  inch  in  thick.  The  instrument  costs  two  g[uinea8(ve 
ness.  The  following  short  extract  will  believe),  and  we  recommend  it  to  the 
perhaps  give  a  better  idea  of  the  princi-  attention  of  those  who  have  delicate 
pie : —  lungs.  It  may  be  fastened  without 
**  Nincc  the  temperature  of  any  one  difficulty  by  means  of  a  ribband  round 
substance  must  be  lower  than  that  of  the  head,  and  would  not  be  more  re- 
any  other  hefore  it  can  receive  heat  from  markable  than  spectacles  must  baf e  ap- 
the  latter  by  conduction)  it  is  plain  Hhat  pcarcd'when  first  introduced. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  1238  closely-priuted  pages  for  the  sum 

ike  Skin^  arranged  with  a  view  to  of  £l   8s.,  must  be  a  better  bargfain 

their  Constitutional  Causes  and  Lo-  to  the  purchaser  than  his  Tolume  cun- 

cal  Characters  ^including  the  substance  taining  less  than  one-half  that  number 

of  the  Essay  to  which   the    Royal  of  pages,  and   not  nearly  so    closely 

'    College    of  Surgeons    awarded    the  printed.  BIH  then  Mr.  Plumbers  Folume 

Jacksonian  Prize^  and  all  stich  valu^  has  four  very  j^ood   plates;   and  here 

able  Facts  as  have  been  recorded  by  again  is  a  practical  contradiction  of  bis 

Continental  Authors  on  these  svbjects,  own  position.     In   fact,  the  object  of 

to  the  present    time.     By    Samuel  our  author's  remarks  about  the  relative 

Plumbe,  Sec.  Sec.    Fourth   Edition,  value  of  plates  and  text  seems  to  be 

revised,  corrected,  considerably   en-  pretty    much    this  —  to  intimate  that 

.  larg^d,  and  with  additional  engrav.  nis  volume  contains  just  so  mucli  text, 

-ings.    Sherwood.    1837^  and  just  so  many  plates,  as  to  occupy 

'.  1         4.  1  'x    tbe  troldeii  medium  between   the  two 

A  MEDICAL  work  must  have  some  ment    extremes 

to  come  to  a  fourth  edition,  and  this  though  we  smile  at  the  special  plead- 

groof  Mr.  Plumbe's    Treatise    on  the  ^     ^^\^^  ^^^^^  poinU.  we  6y  no 

bkio  now  possesses-to  say  nothing  „|answishto8peakdlspara^nglyofMr. 

of  numerous  other    evidences    of  the  pj^^be's  book!^    Quite  the  reveiie ;  we 

5"f  f*""!'    ^"^  *''^'^"^*'    ^T^      ?i!"  reallythink  very  favourably  of  it.    The 
ibods  to  be   adopted  in   works  on   the  J^^  ^jj^j^^  Contains  two  additional 

•kin-one  set  of  writers  trust  entirely  Sgures,  and  has  numerous  extracts  (some 

to  description,  without  plates  (as  Mr.  ^f  ^^^^^  amounting  to  ten  or  twelve  sue 

Gfccn)  ;   o  hers  depend,  if  not  exclu-  ^^j^^  .    f»^  ^^  translation  of 

•iTcly,  at  least  principally,  on   plates  .^        ^^«    We  recommend  to  him  to 

(•«  Ahberl);   and  yet  o  hers  combine  f^^f^^  ^^^  ^^^^1,  ^^^^^^  j„  ^^^^^^^^^  ^. 

boUi  methods  -  as  Willan,  Bateman,  gpect-namely,  to  accompany  his  fifth 

mud  Rayer.     Mr.  Plumbe's  book  doe.  ^JJ^^j^^  (^^^  ^^  j^„bt  not  we  shall  see 

Dot  exactly  belong  to  any  of  these;  j^  ^^  „o  disUnt  period)  with  an  atlas, 

lie  trusts  principally  to  descripUon,  and  ^„  ^y^^    ,^„  ^f  his  fellow-labourer  in  the 

Ifives  but  very   few   Dlates-iiay    he  ^„e  field.    At  present  Rayer's  book  is, 

mamUins  that  good  descriptions  have  ^^  ^fere.ice  to  tlie  quantity  of  iu  matcl 

great  advantages  over  plates       unless  ^^j     .      ^^^  ^^^  cheapest:   next  to  it 

executed  with  extraordinary  skill  and  at  ^^^^  ^^  ^„^  ^^^^  ^^ 
enormous  expense."  Now  wecannotquite 

agree  in  this  opinion,  and   we  find  it  — « 

contradicted  by  Mr.  Plumbe's  own  plan, 

wbicb  combines  plates  with  description.  Theorettsch-praktisches  Uandhuch  der 

If  our  author  dicf  not  feel  the  advanUge         Chirurgte.     (Theoretical  and  Practi- 

ofplates,  why  did  he  give  any.?    The        cal  Manual  of  Surgery.)      Herausge- 

simple  statement  of  the  case  we  con-        geben  von  Dr.  J.  N.  Rust.     1830- 

ceive  to  be  this,— that  plates  render  all        1^36.    Berlin  und  Wien.    Schloss. 

saefa  works  so  dear,  tnat  they  do  not  The  Germans  have  evidently  a  much 

meet  with  ready  purchasers ;   but  no  more  enlarged  idea  of  the  nature  of  a 

one,  we  conceive,  who  has  to  study  dis-  manual   or  handbook    than   we  have, 

eases  of  the  skin,  will  admit  with  Mr.  when  they  call  by  that  name  a  work, 

Flumbe,    tbat    descriptions    in    words  like  that  before  us,  iu  seventeen  goodly 

are  not  prodigiously  aided  by  a  simul-  octavo  volumes.    It  is  what  we  should 

taueous  appeal  to  the  eye.      Neither,  call  an  encyclopeediaof  surgerr,  alpba- 

certaiuly,  can   we  admit  that  the  ex-  betically  arranged ;  and  so  far  as  wc 

cellcnt  engravings  of  Willan  and  Bate-  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 

nian  ^  have  sunk   into  utter  inutility,"  some  of  the  articles,  it  is  a  production 

although   their  expense    renders    them  worthy  of  the  learned  editor  and  his 

leaa  generally  accessible  than  could  be  able  collaborateurs.     Dr.  Rust  has  writ- 

deaired.      Nor  do  we    think    the  ar-  ten  a  yery  considerable  number  of  the 

ffument   of  the   superiority  of  verbal  articles  himself,    and    seems    to    have 

oescription  quite   a   safe   one  for  Mr.  carefully  superintended  all,  so  as  to  g^ve 

Flumbe,  because,  in  this  case,  we  ap-  a  uniformity  and    consistency  to   the 

prehend  that    the    minute,    elaborate,  whole.     A    yexy    useful    supplement, 

and  valuable  work  of  Rayer,  as  trans-  in    a    thin    octavo,    accom panics  vUr 

lated  by  Dr.  Willis,    and  containing  work,  prescuting  a  s^>&Vcm'JiU^  nx^vs*  \A 


584  THE  MYSTERIOUS  MEDICO-KUAL  CASE. 

2:l7eV'.^SS«-u"Zrwui:     MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

abuudant  reference  to  the^cootents  of  Saturdmw  Jmnumrw  14  1837. 

the  volumes.    To  the  scientific  surgeon,  '              y      *         • 
familiar   with    the   German  lanffuag^, 

this  publication  must  be  invaluable.  "  Lictt  omnHmn,  iic«i  etiam  mikK 


^rtit  Mediem  locii  i  potcstas  modo  TffBlM«ii 

*"""  p  ubllcttm  sit,  dlecadl  pericolom  noa  ncoMb*' 

Ilandwbrterhttch  der  reinen  und  ange^  ____^  Cnaa* 

wandten     Chemie,       (Dictionary    of 

Chemistry,  pure  and  applied.)     Her-         THE  MYSTERIOUS  HEDICa 
ausgfe^eben   von  Dr.  J.  Liebio  und  LEGAL  CASE. 

Dr.  J.  C.  PooGENDORFF.    Erste  und 

Zweite  Lieferuugcn.   Braunschweig,  Last  week  we  published     Mr.  Gni 

1837.    Schloss.  wood's  account  of  the  examioatiai  4 

Handworterhuck  der  Prakiitchen  Apo*  the  woman's  body  found  in  the  Edg^ 

thekerkunitt.  (Dictionary  of  Practical  ^„^  ^^^    j^  the  present  Dinnber  wt 
Pharmacy.)    Von  W.  L.  Bachmann.       .      ,,  •     ..  ^   •      ,      .    * 

Niiniberg,  1836.  8^^^  ^^  exammatKm  of  the  bewl,  fa 

r^     I.    /•    X    i>  .1.       J*  .•  ^^*'  P^rt  ^M  Bxaee  been  Ibnnd.  wadti 

Of  the  first  of  these  dictionaries  we  are  '^   .         .  ,    !  ^TT 

inclined  to  form  very  sanguine  antici-  ^crj  cunons  circnmsUnces.     It  wdiS. 

nations:  the  names  of  the  editors  are  <^ult  to  say  exactly  how  mncb  of  Ai 

indeed  a  strong  guarantee  for  its  sue  mystery  has  been  cleared  up  by  thb 

cess;  but  there  are  as  yet  only  two  parts  f^^  discoveiy:  some  light,   hawefcr, 

out.  and  the   whole   is   announced  as  ,      ,  •     j  v    •       »^i  - 

likely  to  extend  to  five  volumes.    We  '  ''**  ^^^^  ^^'"^  ^^  '*•     "ere  u  a  le- 

shall  be  anxious  for  its  steady  and  regu-  vere  contused  wound  upon    the  bmi, 

lar  appearance  until  complete.     Of  the  apparently  inflicted  during  life ;  all  Ik 

second  work,  we  can  only  say  that  it  is  ^ther  maricsof  violence  were  attriboiaUe 

likely  to  be  usetul  as  a  dispensatory ;  ,    .,    i      .      .  i  •      t  b 

it  is  to  be  completed  in  two  volumes.  ^  *  ^  ^^  having  been  so  long  in  the  canal, 

tossed  about  and    struck  by  the  boali 

Aufsatze  n»d  Ahhandlnngen  out  dem  passing  and  repassing.     The  legs  have 

Gebiete  der  Medicin^  Chirurgie^  und  not  yet  been  found,  but  no  paint  lie 

Staatsarzneikunde.    (Essays  and  Pa-  spared   by  the    police  to  come   at  the 

person  Medical,  Surgical,  and  Me-  «  heart  of  the  mystery."     In  time,  we 
dico-leGfal  sul>iects.)     Von  Dr.  J.   N.  .       •«     n       .      ■         ■     • 

Rust,  %c.     Zweiler  Band.     Berlin,  8«PPo«e,  it  will   all  out.  though  there 

18:3G.    Schloss.  >s  no  immediate  likelihood  of  such  an 

We  noticed  the  first  volume  of  this  col.  occurrence. 

lection  some  time  ago.     The  papers  now        Two  opinions  are  prevalent  regarding 

published   arc  of  a  similar  character:  the  discovery  of  the  body;  either  there 

they  are  chiefly  surgical;  but  the  ap-  ^      ^  deliberate  and  daring 

pend IX  contains  some  of  a  miscellaneous  .  .i^i-w  «««  «aiiug 

nature,— particularly  an  interesting  ac-  murder  committed,  or  some   person  or 

count  of  hydrophobia.     An  excellent  re-  persons  have  outraged  public  decenejr 

presentation  of  a  dog  labouring  under  by  mutilating  and  exposing  a  dead  body 

rabies  appeai-s  as  irfrontispiece.  j^   ,    ^^^,^    ^^„,^„   ^^^^^^      ^ 

-,     „     .     ,       a^  J.  .  .    .        IT/.  .1  weight  of  evidence  (so  far  as  evidence 

Handhiich  der  Medictmscken  Khnik,  ,      °      ,  ^a  •     j\ 

(Manual  of  Medical  Clinic.}      Von  *»*«  y^^  ^^^°  atteined)  appears  to  us,  we 

Dr.  M.  E.  A.  Naumann,  Profesor  der  confess,  to  preponderate  in    faronr  ef 

Med.    zu    Bonn.      Sechster    Band,  the  first  opinion,  and  we  shall    slate 

Berlin,  1836.    Schloss.  briefly  some  of  our  reasons. 

This  sixth    volume  of  a   work  much        j^  s^ems  highlv  probable,  from  the 

esteemed  in  Germany,  though  wc  be-  *•*  j    •       *t  •• 

lieve  little  known  here,  is  chiefly  occu-  appearances    noUced    in    the    medico- 

pied  with  renmrks  on  urinary  and  cal-  legal  inspection,  that   the   woman  did 

culous  diseases.  not  die  of  disease  —  the  viscera  were 
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'•oand,  there  was  no  ttiark  of  medical  tools  which  have  been  sharpened,— when 

treatment — and  what  seems  to  indicate  in  addition  to  this  we  consider  the  dex- 

tbat  the   death   was  sudden,  and  oc-  terous  nse  made  of   the  saw,  we  can- 

cnrred  unexpectedly,  the  stomach  con-  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  so  many  cir- 

'tained  food<— a  full  meal  had  been  re-  cumstances  poiutingf  out  the  perpetra- 

cendjr    taken.      As  longr  as   the  head  tor  of  the  mutilation  at  least  (whoever 

iras  not    forthcomings,  there  was  cer-  or  whatever  caused  the  death)  as  be-' 

teinly   room    to  doubt  whether   there  ingr  a  mechanic,  such  as  a  carpenter  or 

jnig^t  not  be    org;anic    disease  in  that  cabinet  maker.     The  saw  is  not  the  in- 

part  sufficient  to  account   for  death  :  strument  which  a  medical  man  would 

Irat  the  discovery  and  inspection  of  the  use  for  decapitation.    Besides,  no  medi- 

liead  has  leA  that  room  no  longer ;  the  cal  man,  unless  we  suppose  him  involy- 

iNrmin  was  found  firm,    and   perfectly  ed  in  the  guilt  of  being  at  least  an  ac- 

Iree  from  disease.  complice,  would  proceed  to  mutilate  a 

The   head,  however,  presents  some-  body,  almost  ere  life  was  extinct. 

thing    more  than   negative  evidence  :  But  what  rational  gfround  is  there  foi' 

there  is  a  lesion  on  it  which  was  most  supposing  that  the  body  was  intended 

probably  inflicted  during  life — such  a  for  dissection?      The  occupation  of  the 

lesion    as   would    be    produced    by    a  resurrectionists  is  wholly  gone :  subjects 

heary  stunning  blow.    This  is  a  strong  for  anatomical  purposes  are  procurable 

iact ;    Ibr   it    not    only    sug^gests    the  with  comparative  facility ;  and  there  is 

■lanner   of  death,   but    the    revolting  no  inducement  to  secrecy :  on  the  con- 

method  adopted  to  make  it  sure.     It  is  trary,  every  dissuasive  from  it;    for  a 

impossible  not  to  imagine  that  the  un-  heavy  pecuniary  penalty  attaches  to  any 

fortunate  woman  was  suddenly  stunned  contraband  or  unlicensed  meddling  with 

by  a  tremendous  blow,  that  stupor  en-  the  dead.  Admitting,  however,  for  a  mo- 

aued,  and  that  the  perpetrator  lost  not  ment,  that  there  was  some  such  contra- 

a    moment    in    decapitating    and    de-  band  dealing  in  the  case,  the  suspicion 

truncating  his  victim.    That  this  was  of  murder  is  not  a  whit  diminished  by 

done  immediately  after  death,  there  can  the  circumstance  :    whoever  deposited 

be  no  doubt,  from  the  complete  heemor-  the  body  at  the  side  of  the  public  road, 

rfaage  tbat  ensued :  the  body  was  drain-  and  threw  the  head  into  the  canal,  must 

ed  of  its  blood;  and  what  further  shows  have    known   how  the  deceased  came 

that  extraordinary  dispatch  was  used,  by  her  death:  that  death  was  recent; 

the  draining  still  continued   after  the  the  body  had  never  been  exhumed — it 

headless  trunk  ^^as  tied  up  in  the  sack,  was  still  reeking  from  the  mutilations. 

The  supposition  that  die  mutilation  Thus,  taking  a  general  view  of  the 

was  effected  by  some  medical  person,  facts,  without  entering  into  minor  con- 

and  the  body  packed  up  for  anatomical  siderations,  which  we  doubt  not  would 

purposes,  is  met  by  circumstantial  evi-  still  further  strengthen    our   position, 

denee  of  a  strongly  presumptive  charac-  there  can,  we  think,  be  little  difficulty 

ter.      The  trunk  was  tied  up  in  a  sack^  in  deciding  which  of  the  two  prevalent 

which  one  can  scarcely  refuse  to  believe  opinions  is  the  more  tenable.    There 

belonged  to  some  carpenter ;  the  chips  may  yet,  possibly,  be  some  other  mode 

and  shavings  of  wood  at  the  seams  of  suggested  of  accounting  for  the  circum- 

the  sack,  the  peculiar  cord  with  which  stances,  but  at  present  we  have  no  idea 

it  was  fastened — a  sort  of  sash-line — the  of  any  such . 

rags  found  in  it,  with  marks  upon  them  It  is  now  upwards  of  three  weeks 

such  as  are  produced  by  wiping  edge-  since  the  body  was  discovered ;  this  is 
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another  fact  iu  the  murder  scale :  if  the  crime  vraa  committed »  and  it 

deceased  bad  died  a  natural  death,  is  it  tallied  with    what    waa  inlciTCd  fm\ 

at  all  likely  that  the  certainty  of  such  tmhisIj  by  the  medieal  jn 

an  occurrence  would  be  concealed   lo  .  By  tlw  way,  if  the  Edgewaie  BmI  ' 

long?  case  had  oeoarred  in  Paris,  weenMI' 

We  have  hazarded  these  brief  and  de«  help  thinkiDgf  what  a  seaumiiom  it 
sultory  remarks,  because  we  think  the  hare  prodoocd  in  the 
subject  is  one  on  which  every  member  of  worid  :  how  many  Tolominooa 
the  community  ought  to  bestow  some  re*  and  with  what  formality,  wodU 
flection.  The  object  of  such  reflection  been  drawn  up,  signed,  and  aHwid! 
is  not  mere  idle  speculation ;  it  may  Here  there  is  a  perfect  contrast  in  lUi 
tend  to  the  unveiling  of  guilt,  or  the  respect:  we  have  no  special  praetitioBai 
removal  of  the  imputation  of  crime,  appointed  to  investigate  cases  of  tUi 
Nor  can  we  allow  that,  in  this  stage  of  kind ;  the  parochial  surgeon  of  the  li- 
the inquiry,  there  is  any  impropriety  in  cality  is  immediately  applied  to— in  ik 
discussing  the  circumstances  of  the  present  instance,  fortunately,  a  vcqr 
case.  An  inquest  has  been  held ;  the  competent  and  able  person  to  be  cs- 
evidence  has  been  laid  before  the  pub-  trusted  with  such  a  task ;  his  lepoili 
lie  ;  and  the  medico-legal  reports,  in  and  evidence  are  received  as  all<«afi- 
their  most  authentic  form,  have  been  cient,  and  justice  proceeds  in  her  is- 
presented  to  our  readers.  Why,  then,  quiries  witliout  deviating  in  the  leMt 
should  there  be  any  obstacle  to  discus-  from  her  ordinary  course. 
sionP  The  case  would  be  very  dif-  ^.^ 
ferent  if  there  were  an  .ceased  party  in  ^^^  INFLUENZA. 
question— if  any  particular  individual 

awaited  trial  for  the  alleged  crime.  But  This  epidemic,  of  the  prevalence  of 
at  present  judicial  inquiry  is  at  a  stand-  ^hich  in  Scotland  the  newspapers  have 
still ;  it  is  difficult,  then,  to  see  how  recently  given  ns  notice,  is  now  it 
the  euds  of  justice  can  be  better  for-  IcngT^  prevalent  in  the  metropolis,  to  a 
warded  than  l)y  a  free  canvassing  of  the  ^^^7  fiT^^eat  extent,  and  in  many  io- 
facts  already  ascertained.  stances  with  considerable  severity.  In 
We  can  only  recollect  one  case  *<^<lition  to  the  symptoms  of  catarrh 
bearing  a  resemblance  to  the  pre-  ™A"y  have  giddiness,  pain  under  the 
sent:  we  allude  to  the  murder  of  M.  sternum,  or  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
Ramus,  which  occurred  at  Paris  in  the  oppressive  headache,  and  a  frequent  hot 
year  1832.  The  head  of  the  victim  was  generally  a  soft  pulse.  There  is  ofiea 
found  in  the  Seine,  his  legs  in  another  ™"<^*'  'hirst,  and  the  appetite  is  for  the 
part  of  the  river,  and  the  trunk  iu  the  "<**'  P*'*'  almost  entirely  gone.  In  all 
sewer  of  one  of  the  streets.  The  disco-  ^^^^  "  ^®*t  feeling  of  languor,  and 
very  of  the  mutilated  remains  was  made  ^^^  convalescence  is  very  slow.  In 
within  a  week  after  the  murder;  for  a  ®^'"®  '^®  chest  afiection  is  very  formi- 
murder  it  proved  to  be :  the  unfortunate  ^^^ble,  being  accompanied  by  iuflamma^ 
Ramus  was  first  stupefied  with  brandy  'ion  of  the  wind-pipe  and  air-passagei 
and  prussic  acid,  and  then  immediately  generally ;  in  others  there  is  inflammi- 
cut  to  pieces.  The  mutilations  were  'ion  of  the  lungs  or  pleura.  Most  of 
effected  with  a  butcher's  knife.  In  the  medical  men  in  London  have  been 
about  six  weeks  after  the  mcdico-legal  ^"  ^ul^  employment  for  the  last  week, 
inquiries,  the  murderer  was  discovered ;  ^^^^  some  of  them  are  quite  over- 
he  confessed  the  manner  in  which  the  whelmed  with  busiincss*     By  the  way, 
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the  "  general  practitioner'*  has  an  im-  long,  are  of  a  dark-brown  coloor.     The 
mense  advantage  over  the  physician  in  eye  is  grey  with  a  shade  of  hazel  in  it. 
...      r-,.     ^\!^       L  The  frontal  Sinuses  are  Strongly  mark- 
such  an  epidemic.  The  latter,  who  may  ^j^  ^^^  ^^^^^j  ^^^^  ^j,^  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^ 

see,  perhaps,  five  or  six,  and  someUmes  ^g^  of  t|,e  orbit.     The  nose  is  at  the 

CTen  more  members  of  a  family,  gene-  upper  part  flat,  and  a  short  wa^  above 

rally    geu  but  his  usual  honorarium,  the  point,  is  depressed  ;    the  tip  itself: 

^     •     .  r     L-      •  •*    *i.^  r^«»^.  has  a  slight,  twist  to  the  ngbt  side,  oc- 

of  a  ^guinea,  for  his  visit;  the  former  ^^i„„i„|  ^^^  .i^ht  oostril  to  be  some- 

having  to  furnish    each  patient  with  ^[j^t  more  dilated  than  the  left.     The 

medicine,  lays  all  under  contribution,  mouth  is  middle-sized.    The  lios  large, 

and  thus  a  visit  to  one  family  is  as  pro-  more  especially  the  unper,  and  promi- 

,.         ^    »  .      J,.* ,  nent.    The  front  teeth   are  good;   the 

doctiTe  to  bim  M  to  five  or  six  ordinary  ^^^^^,  ^^  ^^^  p^j„j^  ^f  ^jf  ^^  'j^^ 

patients.  is  much  worn  from  friction  ;  they  were, 

of  course,  in  life,  directly  opposed  to 

THE  NEW  UNIVERSITY.  each  other.     The  chin  is  small,  and 

.^                   ,          ...  , .      round:  but  its  exact  shape  cannot  be 

Lord  Brougham  has  withdrawn  his    ^^j,  ascertained  on  account  of  iu  muti- 

name  from  the  New  University — ^a  fact  lated  state,  and   from  fracture  of  the 

strongly  indicative  of  his  opinion  as  to  lower  jaw,  on  the  left  side. 

the  chance  of  its  success.  The  profile  f  uck  aU  of  „8  m  being 

^     ,        , ,               ,            ^  very  much  that  of  the  lower  order  of 

Dr.  Locock's  name  does  not  appear  i^\^\^ 

in  the  published  version  of  the  charter.  The  ears  are  flat ;  and  there  is  the 

although  he  holds  a  seat  in  the  Sena-  mark  of  pressure  on    the   upper  part 

tus:   we    presume  that   he    has  some  jf  the  concha;    both  ears  are  pierced 

,,  ^.     ,     '^            „       ,                  J   •.  for  the  niig;  the  left  ear  for  that  purpose 

"  fnend  at  court,"    who  procured   its  j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^j  ^  ^^^^^^  ^j^^^  theori^ 

omission  as  an  act  of  kindness.  final  hole  having  apparently  g^ven  way 

from  being  too  near  the  edge  of  the  ear. 

This  circumstance,  we  are  satisfied,  has 
REPORT  jj^^  ^^^  recent,  the  notch  being  corn- 

er AN  pletely  skinned  over. 

EXAMINATION  OF  THE  HEAD  OF  ^  JJ"?  ^fc  fif  p^T^r^i  t 

A  FEMALE  neck  anteriorly  through  the  skin,imme- 

FOUND  UNDER  MYSTERIOUS  ciRccM-  diately  Under  the  fold  formed  by  the 

stances;  with  remarks.  junction  of   the  chin   with   the  neck, 

n     r%    ^    r%  r?  Rs  far  as  tbc  stcmo-cleido  mastoideus 

By  G.  F.  GfRDwooD,  Esq.  ^^^j^^  ^^  ^^^j^  ^jj^.  j^  ^y^^^  becomes 

jtigged  in  Rppearance,  and  slants  down- 

A   SEALED  parcel,  obtained   from    the  wards  nearly   two  inches,  so  that  the 

superintendent  of  the  police,  was  open-  posterior  cut  of  the  neck  is  exactly  on 

ed  by  Mr.  Girdwood,  in  the  presence  of  a  line  with  the  section  of  the  vertebral 

Mr.  Thornton,  the  churchwarden,  and  column. 

Mr.  Bennett  Lucas,  Lecturer  on  Ana-         On  examination,  it  is  found  to  be  the 

toroy;  Mr.  Birtwhistle,  Surgeon,  Mile  fifth  cervical  bone  that  is  sawn  through. 

End ;    Mr.    Webster,    Surgeon,    Con-  leaving  the  .posterior   spinous  process. 

naught-Terrace ;  Mr.  Trewick  Jones;  The    stemo - cleido-mastoidei    muscles 

and  Mr.  Parrott ;  the  parcel  was  identi-  are  retracted  about  an  inch ;  the  carotid 

fied  by  Mr.  Birtwhistle  as  the  one  found  is  also  somewhat  retracted. 

in  the  canal,  near  Mile  End.  The  face  is  very  much  bruised  and 

The  head  is  that  of  a  female,  and  of  a  wounded  ;    the  under-jaw  is  fractured 

middling  size ;    the  skin  is  fair ;    the  on  the  letl  side,  opposite  to  the  second 

hair  is  of  a  brown— a  dirty  brown  co-  bicuspid,  and  the  coronoid  process  on 

lour,  with   a  trace  of  grey   here  and  the  right  side  is  also  broken. 
there  in  it,  the  longest  tresses  two  feet        One  wound  only  presents  an  ecchy- 

looff.  mosed  appearance.    It  is  one  received 

The  eye-brows  are  well  marked,  and,  on  the  right  eye.     Atouwd  ^JkiV^  qt^'^ai 

with  the  eye-lashes,  which  are  not  very  exists  a  broad  eccViytao^U^  ei!LVt\Av\\^ 
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downwards  as  far  as  the   end  of  the  accnraey,   were    found    to  mcuBRk 

nose.  The  cheek  under  the  eye  is  puffy.  ]englh  33  inches. 

The  eye  itself  is  wounded,  ruptured, 

and  collapsed,  all  Uic  humours  having  The  report  that  has  alremdy  appctnl 

escaped.  in    the  Gazette   was  confined  to  ■^ 

The  wounds  that  have  no  ecchymo-  dical  facts,  with  the  exception  of  «■§ 

sis  around  them  arc,  one  on  the  nose  allusion  to  the  appearance  of  the  Up 

on  the  rig^t  side,  another  over  the  ex-  The    child's  dress   and  pieces  of  m 

tenial  commissure  of  the  rig-ht  eye,  ano-  placed  round  the  body,  and  the  cmii 

thcr   on   the    ri;^ht    cheek    under    the  that    bound    it  n)und«    were   mimikl( 

zygoma,  a  large  bruised  one  over  the  examined.    The  dress  is  sufficiently » 

lower  jaw  on  the  ri^ht  side  (being  evi-  scribed. 

dently  the  same  injury  that  has  frac-  The  two  pieces  of   rag  were  coaA 

tured   the  bone),  another  on  the  right  calico :  the?  were  in  part  dry,  in  pat 

commissure  of  the  mouth,  tearing  the  clotted  with   coagulum,  and    wet  irilh 

check  through  for  about  half  an  inch,  serum.     In  addition,  thev  were  itaiiMJ 

and  a  very  large  wound,  in  the  form  of  a  with  something  black  and  greasy :  thne 

crescent,  on  tne  left  cheek,  extending  marks,  when  rubbed  Inr  the  finger,  so « 

from  the  internal  edge  of  the  orbit  to  to  make  a  smooth  surface,  showed  nasj 

about  an  inch  external  to  the  lefl  com-  minute  glistening  points,  like  plonbagt 

missure  of  the  mouth,  and  under  it  is  or    the    oily     side    of    a    razor-strop, 

another  bruised  wound,  apparently  pro-  Most  of  them  were  without  any  definiM 

ceeding  from  the  same  cause  that  broke  shape,  but  several  were  straight  in  fse 

the  under  jaw  on  the  left  side;  there  is  of  tueir  edges ;  and  one  more  especially 

also    a   wound   of  the  scalp,  near  the  presented  the  impression  of  somethisf 

crown  of  the  head,  also  without  effusion  whose  edge  must  have   been  sligfatlf 

around  it  acute  —  something    less  than   a  rtski 

An  incision   was  made  through   the  angle.     The  pieces  of  cord  consisted  «f 

scalp  from  ear  to  ear,  and   the    flaps  a  bit  of  common  cord,   a    bit  of  blai 

tunicd   anteriorly  and    posteriorly.    A  blind-line,  and  a  bit  of  sash -line,  muck 

largo  ccchvmosis  presented  itself,  three  worn  at  one  end,  and  particularly  on  oae 

inches  in  Jiameter,  on  that  part  of  the  side  of  the  line. 

periphery  of  the  cranium  exactly  op-  Referring  to  my  former  report,  it m^ 

posite  to  the  right  eye.  There  is  a'littie  be  added,   that  the   caruncule  myrti- 

coagulated  blood  under  the  scalp,  and  formes  existed ;    and    that   where   the 

the  scalp  itself  is  thickened.  spots  appeared  in  the  small  intestinn, 

On  raising  the  calvariiim,  the  dura  there  was  no  corresponding  stmctuisl 

mater  was  of  a  natural  colour,  except  derangement  on  either  the  mucous  oc 

opposite  to   the  situation  of  the  bruise  serous  surfaces. 

just  alluded  to  it  was  redder,  and  some  An  interesting  question  or  two  sag- 

hloody  scrum  was  effused  underneath  it.  gest     themselves    in    relation    to    the 

The  larger  vessels,  usually  filled  with  body.     The  fact  of  the  death  heins^  sud- 

blood  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  were  den,  and  whilst  in  health,  and  SDortk 

empty.     The  arachnoid  membrane  pre-  after  a  meal,  is  already  disposed  of; 

sen  ted  a  few  opaque  patches.     Sections  how,  then,    has   this  person  met   her 

made  throughdiit  the  cerebral  mass  and  death  ? 

cerebellum,  ])resented  no  abnormal  pe-  The  state  of  the  wound  of  the  eye, 

cnliarity.  ^'ith   the  bruise  on  the  occiput  corrs- 

Thc  wound  of  the  right  eye  had  not  spoudent  with  it,  differing  from  all  the 

injured  the  orbitary  plate.  other  wounds  and  bruises,  by  having 

The  bod  J,  without  head  and  legs,  on  coagula  and  ecchymoses  upon  them,  and 

which  an  inquest  was  lately  held,  was  evidently   both  produced  by  the  same 

exhumed.    The  head  now  under  exanii-  blow,  imply  their  occurrence  before  death, 

nation  was  placed  with  the  two  cut  sur-  This  blow  was  enough  to  occasion  ata- 

faces  of  the  neck  in  apposition;    they  por,  if  not  death. 

were  found   in   every    way  exactly  to  The  incision  around   the   neck,  the 

corresjMind,  even  to  the   superficial   cut  cut  through  the  skin  being  two  inches 

noliced  at  the  inquest  as  existing  on  the  above  the  cut  that  separates  the  trachea 

ri^ht  side  of  the  neck.  and  vertebra,  implying  thus  much  re- 

The  head  and  trunk,  when  placed  to-  traction  of  the  skin  while  the  operation 

gether  in  a   manner  so    as  to  ensure  was  gt»iiig  on,  suggests  the  idea  that 
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m    the  decspiUtioB  was  performed  with  the  tbe  result  sboald  be  otherwise  than  their 

head   in  a  depending  position,  and  so,  accusers  anticipate, 

probably,  after  death.  Your    remarks    upon    tbe    unsolicited 

■  Another  question  has  occurred ;— who  ?o^'<^  taken  of  the  transaction  by  another 

3     has  been  tbe  agent  in  this  affair  ?  journalist,  plausibly  as  you  have  proffered 

The  bag,  the  cloths,  used  evidently  Ihem,  and  vour  subsequent  allH«on  to  the 

«               ^ ^     I     A    V  •        1.            !a  recent    outrage    at    Apotbccanes'    Hall 

■  to  wipe  edge-tools  after  being  sharpened  ^^^ich  was^rpetrated  by  a  popil  of  St. 
s      ^the  blmd-lme,  thesash-hue,  worn  ex-  George's  Ho^ital),  arc  so  obviously  irre- 

actlj    in  the  manner    in     wbich    the  levant  to  the  question,  that  we  forbear  to 

I     Dulley  passing  it  would  have  worn  it—  allude  to  them  further  than  to  express  our 

f      form   a  group    of    circumstantial   evi-  astonishment  that  you,  in  your  editorial 

dence  pointing  out  the  employment  of  capacity,  should  have  associated  them  un- 

tbe  individual.     His  trade,  in  all  pro.  der  the  title  of "  Recent  Disturbance  at  St. 

;      babilitj,  was  that  of  a  carpenter.  Thomas's  Hospital." 

tAa  vji           t»    A  Asonr  object  is  sufficiently  explained  by 

'              insert  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  we  will 

only  add  the  hope  that  your  journal  will 

DISTURBANCE     IN    THE  not  be  made  the  vehicle  of  party  com mu- 

BOROU6H  nications,  which  must  of  necessity  be  pre« 

mature,  and  can  effect  no  useful  purpose. 

"■""  The  accused  and  their  friends  are  well 

I      Ws  cannot  suffer  the  following  letter  to  content  to  abide  tbe  time  when  the  part 

pass  without  some  remark :  what  we  have  y^hich  each  has  acted  will  be  investigated 

r  ^     u-ii  1^  ^^ui^i^^A  in  all  its  bearings. — We  are,  sir, 

to  say  shaU  be  subjoined.  yj^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^^„^^ 

.^_            .^_  jP    vvfT  it  in  son  ICino 

TV  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  Alex.  Tweedie. 

^             Sia  CuAai.Es  Gaseuse. 

>  Bj  the  numner  in  wbich  you  have  al-  Cny't  Hu«^(ai, 

Inded,  in  your  last  number,  to  the  late  ''"*•  ^'  '^* 
disturbance  at  St  Thomas's  Hospital,  you 

have  (perchance  unwittingly)  raised  a  pre-  It  would  be   difficult  to  imagine  any 

judice  against  an  accused  and  unheard  confirmation  of  the  justice  of  the  remarks 

^^l  ^"  u  Tif^  r^J""^  i'  '?r^!?  .~"-  which  we  made  last  week,  or  of  the  ex- 

sistent  with  tbe  duties  of  a  British  jour-  *     *  ^       t..  ..    .                   «  ^  *. 

mjjgl^                                                   •*  tent  to  which  they  were  called  lor,  more 

The  discredit  of  that  transaction  is  made  strong  than  is  afforded  by  the  preceding 

by  you  to  rest  solely  with  the  students  of  letter.      So   far  from   being   anxious  to 

Guy's  Hospital,  for  which  your  only  an.  «  ^^^  ^  prejudice,"  or  to  speak  harshly 

thonty  most  be  the  er  parr«  statement  of  -^,          '      ,         '               ..  -u   *  j     v  *! 

their  accnscrs.    Their  defence  is  still  un-  "'^  ^^«  tensed  parties,  we  attributed  what 

known  to  yon;    and  as  the  cause  now  had  passed   to  **  a  moment  of  youthful 

awaiu  the  decision  of  a  jury,  you  have  impetuosity,"  and  expressed  our  deep  re- 

not  only  anumed  as  coireet  that  which  ^et  that  some    accommodation   had  not 

remains  to  be  proved^but  have  conveyed  f          ^r    .  j        .^                      .           a 

an  impression  to  your  readers  to  the  pre-  ^^  effected,  as  the  course  most  accord- 

Jndioe  of  gentlemen  who  are  compelled  for  ant  with  the  interests  of  all.     But  it  is 

the  present  to  lie  under  an  accusation,  the  clear  that  our  correspondents  are  equally 

proper  opportunity  for  answering  which  i„dignant  at  the  idea  of  any  portion  of 

has  not  yet  arrived.  ,.    °           ,.           ,           ,    '        /.^     . 

None  are  more  ready  than  the  accused  °*»™«  attaching  to  tbe  gentlemen  of  Guy's, 

to  agree  with  yoo  in  denouncing  tbe  dis-  and  at  our  presumption  in  offering  them 

tprbance  as  "  a  most  discreditable  affair,"  advice. 

and  none  would   have  more  gladly  wit-  »rii«  ••..im»*;^»  •!»«♦  ♦!,-  ««i«  .n«k^»s«« 

nessed  iu  conciliatory  termination ;   but  ^^^  w»umption  that  the  only  authority 

the  gravity  of  the  charges  publicly  made  ^®  *^*"  ^^^^  "»''  «ar  opinion  is  the  ex  parte 

against  them,  and  the  manner  in  which  evidence  of  their  accusers,  is  incorrect;  we. 

they   are    urged,  have  left  them  no  al-  were  guided  entirely  by  the  statements  on 

*"?*  j^r'  A^  *-  *i -*       J     211  hoth  sides,  as  adduced  before  the  magis- 

Aa  defendants,  they  court,  and  will  now  C  ,  ^      ^                         .           . , 

■eeuiv,  the  fullest  scrutiny ;  and  no  re.  ^™^««-     Neither  have  we  any  where  said 

•poneibiHty  will  attach  itself  to  them  if  that  the  discredit  of  the  transaction  rests 
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*<  solely  with  the  atodents  of  Gay*s  Hospi- 
tal;"  but  we   remarked,  that  the  scene 
which  occnrred  was  one  of  ^  unwarrant- 
able ?iolence,"  even  althongh  it  might  ha?e 
occurred  in  "  the  maintenance  of  a  right.'' 
The  assertion  that  our  reference  to  the 
part  taken  by  the  Lancet,  and  to  the  affair 
at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  is    ^  irrelerant, " 
leads  us  to  doubt  whether  the  parties  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  the  expressions 
they  employ.    Our  object  was  to  caution 
those  concerned,  against  supposing  that 
they  were  on  the  right  side  because  the 
Lancet  happened  to  take  up  their  cause; 
for,  as  we  observed,  to  serre  his  own  pur- 
poses, "  Mr.  Wakley  endeavours  to  identify 
himself  with  the  pupils,  even  where  they 
may  be  wrong,"  and  we  illustrated  this  by 
alludiug  to  the  striking  fact,  that  he  went 
so  far  as  to  justify  the  personal  assault 
made  on  the  members  of  the   Court  of 
Examiners — than  which,  so  far  from  being 
"  irrelevant,"  we  maintain  that  an  exam- 
ple more  apposite  could  not  possibly  have 
been  adduced. 

To  the  hope  that  our  journal  will  not 
be  made  the  vehicle  of  **  party  communi- 
cations," we  must  answer  by  reminding 
our  correspondents,  that  they  were  them- 
selves the  parties  who  began,  and  who 
continue,  the  publication  of  ex  parte  state- 
ments; and  that,  to  comply  with  the  wish 
they  DOW  express,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
exclude  their  own  communications. 

The  fact  is,  that  so  far  from  having  been 
the  vehicle  of"  party  communication,"  this 
journal,  and  this  journal  a/one,  has  been 
equally  open  to  the  statements  from  Gu>*s 
and  St.  Thomas's  indifferently;  nor  can  a 
stronger  proof  of  our  impartiality  be  given 
than  the  insertion  of  such  a  letter  as  the 
preceding. 

If  the  letter  addressed  to  us  is  to  be  re- 
ceived as  indicative  of  any  thing  more 
than  the  opinion  of  those  who  attach  their 
names  to  it,  we  can  only  regret  that  there 
should  be  any  who  suffer  their  feelings  to 
be  so  much  excited  as  to  blind  their  judg- 
ment. In  a  cooler  moment  they  will  dis- 
tinguish between  the  disinterested  and  con- 
ciliatory advice  of  a  journal  (which,  how- 


ever, will  Dcrer  either  flatter  or  tiwkkli 
them),  and  the  dishonest  artifoes  ifMB  kt 
contemporary,  who  notoriouly  tahn^l  (" 
light  in  fostering   every  disMBtloa,Hll  Fl 
fanning  eveiy  spark  into  blaze.    Hii  i^ 
porting  what  was  obvionslj  wmig^  ai 
his  nnparalleled    insolence   towarii  If 
officers  of  St.  Thomas's,  have  drae  Am 
implicated  in  this  affair  infinite  aiidtft 
and  whatever  the  result  may  be  with  » 
gard  to  individuals,  we  have  no  doekllN 
a  total  separation  of  the  hospitals  at 
ensue— to  the  irreparable  i^jary  of  M^ 
Ed.  Gaz. 


ROYAL  MEDICAL    AND    CHIRUB- 
GICAL  SOCIETY. 
TaeccUy,  Jaonary  10. 1887. 

Mr.Earle,  President,  ik  tsxCb^ 

A  PAPER,  by  Dr.  Home  Weatheriiead,« 
the  subjcet  of  Inflammation,  was  itwi  lUi 
evening;  but  in  conseqaence  of  its  leBgtli» 
tbeve  was  no  time  left  for  discnssion.  Oa 
the  motion  of  Dr.  Clendinning,  immki 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  it  was  arranged  thrta 
discussion  of  the  paper  shall  take  pnei- 
dence  of  other  business  on  the  next  aight 
of  meeting. 

We  are  prevented  this  week,  thma^ 
want  of  space,  (Vom  giving  an  abstrKtif 
the  paper;  but  it  shall  be  published  fa 
due  time  for  those  who  wish  to  canva«iU 


« 
I 
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I 
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ments. 

Mr.  Earle,  before  adjourning  the  mael- 
ing,  introduced  to  the  notice  or  the  society 
the  Month  Respirator,  lately  iuTented  if 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  with  a  strong  testimony  ia 
its  favour :  he  also  mentioned  that  the  in- 
ventor himself  was  present,  and  would  bs 
happy  to  explain  the  principles  of  his  in- 
genious contrivance. 

Mr.  Jeffreys  then  gave  an  account  of  the 
various  steps  by  f^-fiich  he  brongfat  the 
instrument  to  its  present  state ;  but  as  «• 
have  noticed  Mr.  J.'s  pamphlet  in  another 
part  of  this  number,  it  is  unnecessary  ts 
enter  into  further  particulars  here. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 

Malignant  Tumor  of  the  Mammary  Glaiid, 

Dec.  24th,   1836.  — This  day  Mr.  Hals 
Thomson,    the   assistant -surgeon,  ampu- 
tated the  nipple  and  a  portion  of  the  left, 
mamma  of  Mary  Wayland,  a  woman  about 
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.jn  old.  The  patieDt  has  been  mar-  POISONING  WITH  ARSENIETTED 
•eTeral  years,  but  never  had  any  ehil-  Trvj\Tit\r*T?-M  r>  lq 
.  Dor  evir  conceived ;  and  for  the  last  HYDROGEN  GAS. 
or  three  years  the  menses  have  become  Cases  of  poisoning  with  this  substance 
__^  loally  more  and  more  scanty :  they  being  rare — not  more  than  one  or  two,  in 
fltiU  appear  regularhr.  fact,  being  on  record — the  following  para- 
^  In  the  summer  of  1834  she  was  in  ser-  graph,  which  we  transcribe  fVom  a  Cornish 
""^ice;  and  being  employed  in  washing  a  paper,  will  probably  be  considered  inte- 
y^Uig  belonging  to  her  master,  the  animal,  resting : — **  On  the  5th  inst.  (December 
^nbif  efforts  of  resistance,  spnmg  np  and  1836)  Mr.  J.  E.  Bullocke,  son  of  Mr.  Bul- 
his  head  against  her  left  breast,  locke,  of  Penzance,  who  has  for  some  time 
experienced  considerable  pain  at  the  resided  with  Mr.  Beard,  chemist,  in  this 
»ment;  this  subsided  in  a  short  time,  town  (Falmonth),  delivered  a  lecture  on  the 
returned  at  intervals  for  three  or  four  Gases,  at  the  Mechanics'  Institute ;  and, 
anonths.  on  the  19th,  performed  a  series  of  experi- 
After  this  lapse  of  time  she  sought  me«  ments  in  illustration  of  that  lecture. 
Meal  advice.  Leeches  were  regularW  ap-  Amongst  others,  he  hazarded  an  expert. 
pUttd  three  times  a  week  to  the  aflfected  ment  with  the  arsenietted  hydrogen,  pro- 
ymrtf  for  a  considerable  period,  and  various  cured  by  pouring  sulphuric  aciuon  arse- 
topi<»l  remedies  were  resorted  to,  with  niate  of  zinc :  but  the  gas-jar  not  having 
pttrtial  success  in  alleviating  the  intermit-  as  much  water  in  it  as  he  (being  near- 
tent  pain.  About  twenty  months  ago,  sighted)  supposed  it  had,  and  the  atmo- 
however,  a  stillation  of  a  dark  fluid,  very  spheric  air  above  the  water  diluting  the 
:  liniilar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  venous  gas,  he  inconsiderately  applied  his  mouth 
blciod,  commenced  from  the  injured  nipple,  to  draw  up  the  atmospheric  air,  while  the 
This  discharge  has  continu%d  unremit-  process  of  generation  was  going  on,  and 
tingly  ever  since,  and  has  uniformly  nnhappilv  inhaled  a  portion  of  the  gas ; 
=  amounted  to  sevend  drachms  a  day.  After  which  being  highly  poisonous,  affected  his 
'*  the  regular  appearance  of  this  sanguino-  whole  nervous  system,  and  ultimately  his 
lent  issue,  the  fits  of  pain  became  leu  fre.  lungs.  The  case  balDed  the  skill  of  hit 
(ment  and  pungent,  but  a  soreness  was  medical  attendants;  and  although  for 
always  perceptible  on  handling  the  breast,  several  days  no  alarming  apprehension  was 
She  was  aomitted  into  this  hospital  on  entertained,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  father 
the  29th  day  of  last  November.  At  this  and  sister,  and  a  circle  of  attached  Aiends, 
time  tbe  soreness  of  the  breast  was  undi-  he  died  yesterday  (29th)." 

minished,  and  a  hardness  of  the  gland  was  . — 

defected.    The  morbid  secretion  still  con-  «^,„^„,„^  ^^^.^      „„.^«  «,«« 

tinned.    SevcTal  palliatives  have  been  used  POISONING  FROM  A  VIPER-BITE. 

without  benefit ;  and  to  prevent  the  dis-  curb  with  sulphate  or  quinine. 


from  assuming  a  more  decidedly  ma- 
lignant character,  amputation  was  deter-  A  countrtman,  forty- four  years  of  age, 
flBined  upon.  was  bit  by  a  viper  t>ctwcen  the  fore-finger 

The  part  was  excised  in  the  usual  man-  and  thumb  of  the  right  hand.    On  the 

ner,  by  two  elliptical  horizontal  incisions,  following  day,  when  admitted  into  the 

The  cellular  tissue   was   removed  clean  hospital,  the  whole  extent  of  the  right 

ftom  the  surface  of  the  pectoral  muscle,  arm  was  enormously  swollen,  and  its  sur- 

Upon  cutting  into  the  tumor,  a  third  only  face  was  of  a  livid  red  colour.    The  face 

or  the  mammary  gland  was  found  diieas-  and  trunk  had  a  jaundiced  hue,  and  the 

ed.    The  lactiferous  tubes  leading  to  the  extremities  exhibited  diffused  patches  of 

flsorbid  portion  wer6  enlarged,  and  their  redness.    There  was  great  prostration  of 

lining    membrane    apparently    injected,  all  the  vital  powers ;  the  pulse  was  scarce- 

The  veins  proper  to  tne  part  were  ^wn  ly  perceptible ;  the  body  was  bedewed  with 

as  large  as  crow.qaills.    The  condition  of  a  cold  clammy  sweat ;   the  face  was  con. 

the  •orroonding  cellnlar  tissue  was  mate-  vulsed,  the  pupils  dilated,  the  breathing 

riallj  changed,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  some  laborious,  and  there  were  flreouent  efforts 

judges  present,  possessed  some  characters  of  vomiting.   Dr,  Butazzi,  calling  to  mind 

not  nnuke  incipient  carcinoma.    The  con-  the  results  of  some  cases  recently  pub- 

aistence  of   the   cellnlar  membrane,  for  lished  in  the  Filiatre  and^in  the  Revue 

some  distance  indeed  round  the  affected  MM.,  prescribed  quinine  in  large  doses, 

part,  was  certainly  firmer  than  natural.  three  grains  to  be  taken  in  a  spoonful  of 

Dec.  37th. ^The  patient  has  experienced  wine  every  hour. 
no  untoward  symptom  since  the  operation,        On  the  following  day,  the  arm  remained 

and  the  wound  promises  to  heal  by  the  as  much  swollen  as  before,  the  pulse  was 

int  intention.  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  the  patient  com- 
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plaint  of  pain  in  every  part  of  his  frame : 
the  dose  of  the  quinine  was  increased  to 
four  grains.  On  the  next  day  there  was  a 
decided  amendment;  a  copious  warm  pen- 
spirntion  had  taken  place,  the  discolora- 
tion  of  the  surface  abated,  and  the  fea- 
tures were  recovering  the  character  of 
health.  The  swelling  of  the  affected  arm 
gradually  from  this  time  subsided,  and, 
under  the  use  of  oily  embroc*ations,  alto- 
gethcr  disappeared.  Two  drachms  in  all 
of  the  quinine  were  taken  in  the  course  of 
between  two  and  three  days.— Ft^'a/iv  di 
Napoli ;  and  Dublin  Journal,  Jan.  1837. 

COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

LIST    OF    GENTLEMEN    WHO    RECEIVED 
DIPLOMAS  IN  DECEMBER. 

J.  Floyd,  Londonderry. 

G.  B.  Fry,  Dublin. 

W.  N.  White.  Dublin, 

P.  Rogers,  Butterint,  Cork. 

J.  Lamhrlck,  Whttchiircb,  Salop. 

B.  U.  Hamillon,  Diililln. 

J.  Springall,  GuUdford,  Surrey. 
H.  Jackson,  Petirorth. 
W.  Pilling.  Hanchetter. 
Arthur  Dobbt. 

C.  Trenerry,  Gibraltar. 

J.  Holland,  Ycvrnbury,  near  Uxbrid|re. 

O.  Smith,  Dilhorne,  near  Stone,  SUffordvhlre. 

C.J.  Cox,  Fincbley. 

W.  A  ill  ley,  Leeds. 

W.Scott,  Sboddinfffleid,  Suffolk. 

J.  Do  we,  Skibbereen,  Cork. 

W.  T.  Hudson,  (-ambrldge. 

T.  Jameti,  Uxbrldge. 

A  J.  Nunn,  Whlteparish,  WUUhlre. 

Kdvrard  Fooker,  Calcutta. 

F.  Nesbitt.  Exeter. 

F.  M.  Walker,  Chesterfield 

H.  Taynton,  Queen  Sqr.  Bloomsbnry. 

G.  J.  Perry,  Henbury,  BrUtol. 
Thomas  B.  Larklnn,  London. 
C.  Robinson,  Weston,  Bath. 
J.  W.  Tllett,  Colchester. 

J.  M.  Field,  Hatherley,  Devon. 

T.  Shaw,  Kirkbam,  Lancashire. 

C.  Bay.  Finch  ley, 

J.  Wood,  Manchester. 

S.  Yarrow,  Lou ghb- rough. 

8.  Garrend,  Olney,  Bucks. 

W.  Perclval,  Northampton. 

A.  Vnllack,  Sidney,  N.  S.  W. 

J.  B.  Nottage,  Lancaster. 

E.  Boult,  Chester. 

W.  D.  Beard,  St  Kltt»,  W.  I. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HATE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

JaniMiy  5,  1837. 
William  Howett  Edw.irds,  Peterborooi^ 
George  Rigden  Rudlng  Court,  Kent. 
Nathaniel  Whitchurch,  Melton  Mowbrav. 
ParmeoBS  Langlty,  Checkley.  SUffordshlre. 
Kmsnuel  Dommett.  Vrome,  Somersetafaire. 
FranclH  Booth,  Naffertoo,  Yorkshire. 
Geor|rt>  Octsvlns  Hopton,  Durham. 
John  Powell  Wilding.  Wallybourn,  Salop. 
William  Parklns<in.  Hollln  Grofe. 
John  Elkington.  Blrmlncliaa. 
Martin  Haraant,  Earl  Soham. 


Junuaj  13,  1837. 
WiUian  Corlcsa,  Preston. 
Arthur  Bernard  Iffaraan,  l*oiidoD. 
James  Neaie,  Sandwich. 
William  Henry  Hairo,  Crcdltoo. 
James  Jf  altlMrase,  Harrocmt*. 
John  Robinson  Wells. 
Edward  Sugden,  Sklptoa. 
Charles  Lewis  CroasweU.  Newport,  PeabreMk 
John  Parkfai  Fkync,  Losby,  Yorkshire. 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

Practical  ObserTations  no  Palpitttia 
of  the  Heart.  By  J.  C.  WUliami,  UJk 
8fo.  6i. 

The  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Diop^. 
By  E.  J.  Seymour,  M.D.     Sto.  6s. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BUUTALS, 
From  BiLLi  OP  Mortalttt,  Jan,  10^  18S7. 


Age  and  DeMlity .  88 

Apoplexy      •       •  18 

Asthma         •       .  80 

Childbirth     .       .  8 

Consumption       •  4i 

Convulslona        .  *27 

Croup   ...  1 
Dentition  or  Teethlnf  8 

Dropsy  18 

Dropsy  in  the«Braln  8 

Dropay  oo  the  Cliesi  8 

Erysipelaa    •       •  1 

Ferer    .       .       •  4 

Qout     .       •       •  1 

Hvmorrhaire  K 

Heart,  dlseaaed   .  1 

BoopUif  Cough   .  8 

Increase  of  Burlala,  ma 
the  preceding  week 


InSttmoitttloB  B 

Lungs  sad  Plevra  7 


Insanity        .       .  1 

Llrer,  dlseaacd    .  11 

Ifeavdes        •       •  7 

MorllAcatloB        •  I 

ParalyMia       •       •  S 

Small-jpoz     •       •  U 
Sore    Throat    asd 

Qofnaey    •       •  S 

Thrnsh          •       •  I 
Tumor       .    •       .1 

Venerettl  1 

Unknown  Cansea  4 

CaaualUea  7 
compared  with  I  ^ 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  51*>  57'  3f  N, 
Longitude  0®  S'  51"  W.  of  Cr^mwL 


Jan.  1837. 


Thursday . 
Friday  .  . 
Saturday  . 
Sunday  .  . 
Alonday.  . 
Tuesday 


5 
6 
7 
8 
8 
10 


tl'ednesdayl  1 


THKBHOHBrRIK.    RAKOWHTBa. 


from  29  to  87 


M 
88 
2ft 
81 
41 
kO 


47 
4-i 
87 
48 
49 
88 


80-|8teS8-8l 
29^1       28-A7 

2984    nn 

80-6I  8»-l» 
80-89  88« 
29-7f      29^M 


Wind  S«  and  8.W. 
Alternately  clear  and  dondyi  raiBoatkaiUi 
and  1 0th. 
Rain  fallen,  "28  of  an  Inch. 

ChARLEB  HeKKT  AOAMl. 

NOTICES. 

Mr.  SvrEETiNO*8  letter,  tboofffa  dated  the 
3d,  did  not  reacb  os  till  the  9tb  InsL 

A  SBNion  Stcdbnt^  (L.  T.)  lemarlcf 
are  rather  too  ae?ere,  as  be  woold-Miuelf 
eonfees,  were  be  aequainled  with  the  per- 
son against  whom  bis  strictnrea  are  di- 
rected. 

Errata.— In  Dr.  RamsbotbaiB*s  letter, 
last  number,  page  dft5,  col.  2,  line  16,  fi^ 
men  read  man;  and  page  i5^  ool.  S,  line 
^J'or  bloodj  matter  read  bloody  water. 

M  111!  ■■■  MIWI  II • • ^^-^^ 
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LECTURES  lates  to  the  ascertaininsr  in  a  twin   case 

which  child  was  the  lirat  born.     When 

ON  Tamar  was  in  labour,  one  of  the  twins 

which    were    in    her    womb    ''  put    out 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  his  hand;    and    the    midwife   took    and 

bound  upon  his  hand  a  scarlet  thread. 

Delivered  at  the  Aldersgate  School  of  Medicine,  saying,  this  came  out  first.      And  it  came 

to  pass  as  he  drew  back  his  hand,  that  be- 

Br  William  Cummin,  M.D.  bold  his  brother  came  out ;  aud  she  said, 

how  hast  thou  broken  forth  ?  this  breach 

— "—  be  upon   thee;    therefore  his  name   was 

T                "vxriT  called  Pharez.     And  afterward  came  out 

liECTURE  XVII.  Ijjg  brother  that  had   the  scarlet  thread 

Further  eomideration  of  the  Births  of  Children  "P^n  his  hand ;  and  his  name  was  called 

— Single  and  Plural  Births— Ord«-  Zarah."  {Gen,  xxxviii.  28) 

rf  the  Btrtfu— Earliest  medico.Ugal  case  on  So  it  appears  it  was  a  midwife  who 

record— Legal  ciidmce  of  priority  of  Birth  took   this  medico- legal   precaution:    but 

— Frequencu  of  Plural  Arths^One  or  two  ^^  i""st  not  be  scandalized  by  the  fact 

old  ca^ — twins  bom  at  intervals.     QuEs-  ^f  a  female  practitioner  being   the   first 

tion  of  Superfcetation— .Occa»mmyar  medical  jurist  of  whom  we  have  any  ac- 

mch  inquiry — Conditions  of  Superftttation—  count,  for  the  earliest  medical  practitioners, 

JUustratiee  Cuies^  Conceptions  supervening  of  whatever  kind,   of  whom  there   is  any 

at  ewMsderable  intervals— Production  of  dif-  authentic  record,  were  neither  more   nor 

fnrent  Races  at  one  Birth— Objections  to  the  ^ess  than  members  of  that  respectable  sis- 

Jkfcirine  of  Huperf'a^  tion  Supposed  closure  terhood— the  midwivcs. 

rfthe  Os  Uteri^Formation  of' a  Decidua—  ^g^^  distinctions.— In  cases  concerning 

Superfatiation  in  a  Double  Uterus— Cases-^  pedigree,  the  declarations  of  relatives  are 

General  Conclueions  as  to  the  possihilitv  of  admitted  in  evidence,  to  the  exclusion  of 

SupeHkiation— Authorities  for  and  against  the  testimony  of  mere  acquaintances  and 

the  Doctrine,  menials.     But  the  evidence  of  the  medical 

1.    ,       J        . .  1      ».  attendant  who  may  have  been  present  at  the 

The   next  pomt  of  view  in  which   the  birth,  is  considered  superior  to  any  other 

births  of  children  are  to  be  considered  is  jhat  can  be  adduced.    The  proof  of  primo- 

ms  they  occur  singly  or  plurally.  geniture  depends  on  the  fact  of  which  of 

fiiNOLE  and  plural  BIRTHS.  the  children  WRS  actuallv  first  delivered; 

for  the  ascertaining  which  fact  no  one  haa 

Oceasion  and  antiquity  of  the  inquiry, — To  a  better  opportunity  than  the  medical  man 

the  medical  jurist  the  subject  of  plural  who  happens  to  assist  at  the  labour. 

births  is  important,  chiefly  with  reference  There  is  a  remarkable  case  on  record, 

to  the  order  in  which  they  occur.     Where-  which   shews    how   the  law   decides  the 

erer  the  law  of  primogeniture  prevails,  as  question    of  primogeniture,  where  there 

it  does  in  this  country,  it  is  most  material  may  be  no  medical  evidence  to  be  had — 

that  when  two  or  more  children  are  born  the  testimony  of  on  eye-witness  being  pre. 

together,  it  should  be  observed, bey (m'd  the  ferred  to  that  of  anv  other  authority.     In 

possibility  of  dispute,  which  of  them  came  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  which  the 

into  the  world  first.      It  is  worth  noticing  three  youngest  were  bom  at  one  time,  and 

that  the  very  earliest  instance  on  record  of  the  five  eldest  died,  the  priority  of  birth  of 

the  exercise  of  medico-legal  functions,  re-  the  surviving  three  was  q<a««\ioii^  Vcv  « 

477.— XIX.  a  VX 
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Boit  brought   for  the  inheritance.      The        ViabilittiandothgremtdUiotuofphtnlMk 

names  of  the  children  were   Stephanos,    — In  plural  births  the  children  an  it 

Fnrtunatus,  and  Achaicus,  three  names    most  always  dimiDttUve,  and  lea  lifi|p 

which  are  to  be  found  in  this  order  at  the    than  when  bom  sinfflj.     In  twin 
--------  -        -  Id 


conclusion  of  St.  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Co*  for  example,  each  child  generellj 
rinthians.  Evidence  was  given  of  the  de-  less  than  a  single  birth,  though  takfiH' 
clarations  of  the  deceased  father,  that  this  gcther  thej  are  heavier  than  n  single  cUi 
was  the  order  of  their  births;  but  this  evi-  It  happens,  however,  that  in  mtmtjm 
dence  was  outweighed,  in  the  opinion  of  instances  each  of  the  twins  is  as  bcavva 
the  jury,  by  the  evidence  of  a  declaration  an  ordinary  single  child ;  thus  Dr.  ColUi^ 
of  a  deceased  aunt,  who  was  prr«eiit  at  the  in  his  Practical  Midwifery,  mentisnft 
birth,  and  who  u^d  to  say*  that  she  tied  a  case  in  which  he  says,  "  both  chiMni 
string  round  the  arm  of  Stephanus  imme-  were  natural  presentations:  the  fiist,! 
diately  after  he  was  born,  in  order  to  de-  boy,  weighed  7^  pounds;  the  second,! 
note  that  he  was  the  second  son.  girl,  8  pounds;  with  twenty  minutes n^ 

Fremifnejtrf  plural  births. — A  few  remarks    terval." 
may  here  be  made  on  the  comparative        It  will,  perhaps,  have  been  nntieed  ii  | 
frequency  of  twins  and  triplets:   with  a    the  table  given  in  last  lecture,  thatam 
word  or  two  on  other  plural  births.  than  three  children  at  a  birth  constitili 

The  proportion  of  twin  cases  varies  in  a  motntroyity,  and  are  not  capable  of  esa- 
different  countries;  thus  in  France  and  tinning  to  live.  There  is,  I  believe,  at 
Scotland  the  ratio  is  one  case  of  twins  to  authentic  example  of  quadruplets  sorvir* 
every  95  births;  in  Germanj^  one  in  SO;  ing  for  any  considerable  length  of  time, 
in  England  one  in  92;  in  Ireland  one  in  The  interval  that  may  elapse  betwsn 
every  62.  It  is  calculated  that  triplets  do  the  successive  births — for  the  births  uet^ 
not  (K'cur  in  more  than  one  case  out  of  ways  successive,  though  said  to  oecv 
4450  (one  in  6500,  according  to  Siiss-  simultaneously — is  uncertain.  In  Bid- 
milch);  nor  quadruplets  in  above  one  in  wifery  practice  it  is  not  usual  to  aDev 
1()0,0(X).  Dr.  Garthshorc  records  a  case  any  considerable  time  to  intervene;  I( 
in  the  PhilosophicalTransactions  for  1787,  after  the  lapse  of  half  an  hour,  the  bcb- 
wherc  there  were  five  children  bom  at  a  branes  of  the  second  child  still  nmmM 
birth  ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the  largest  unbroken,  they  are  punctured,  and  ntcriat 
number  bom  at  once,  recorded  on  good  action  thus  excited :  should  two  bouB 
authority  by  any  modern  writer.  more  pass  away  withtmt  deliveiy,  tbelMl 

One  or  two  old  rcues. — Were  we  to  listen    are  brought  down,  or  the  forceps  applied; 
to    the   statements    of  some   of  the  old    for  it  is  generally  found  that  the  seeesd 
anthorities,  we  should  find   that  seven,    child  is  still-bom,  if  left  longer  than  two 
nine,  nay  thirty-six,  have   been  bntught    or  three  hours  unassisted, 
forth  at  a  birth.     Sigebert,  in  his  Chro- 
nicles,  and    Paul   the  Deacon,   relate   a  Qwvtwm^ SHperfcttmtum. 
curious  history.     A  woman  having  given        There  are  instances  of  longer  intervtb 
birth  to  seven  children  at  once,  they  were    between  the  births— so  long  as  to  rmSse  the 
immediately  taken  from  her,  and,  like  a     question,  whether  the  children  might  aot 
litter  of  puppies,  thrown  into  a  pond;  but     b<>    the  issue  of    snccessire  conceptions, 
Agelmund,  King  of  the  Lombards,  hap-     tlie  product  of  superfoetation— or  in  other 
pening  to  pass  that  way,  put  in  his  spear,    words,  whether  a  woman  already  pregnant 
when  one  of  the  infants  clung  to  it,  was    might  not  conceive  again? 
taken  out,  reared  and  educated,  and  ulti-         Occasion*  cf  inquiry,  —  I  may  give  sn 
mately  succeeded  to  the  throne.     Erasmus    example  or  two  of  the   mode  in   which 
and  others  have  noticed  the  remarkable    questions  of  superfoetation  may  be  raised 
fecundity  of  Margaret,  Cguntess  of  Hi>l-    in   the  courts.    A  widow  is  pregnant  at 
land,  wiio,  in  1276,  brought  forth  at  one    the  death  of  her  husband ;  she  marries  is 
birth  a  progeny  as  numerous  as  the  days    three  or  four  months  after ;  at  the  expira- 
in   the  year.    They  were  all  put  into  a    tion  of  nine  months  fn>m  the  first  hut- 
hasin  together,  where  they  died  the  moment    band's  death,  she  brings  forth  a  cbil.i,  and 
they  were  baptized.     An  ingenious  inter-'    in  three  months  aAer  another.     Is  this  s 
preterhasgiven  an  explanation  nfthis case,     case  of  retarded   twin    birth,   or  one  of 
which   brings  the  marvellous  within  the    superfcctation  ?    Again  :  a  married  woman, 
bounds  of  credibility.     The  Countess,  in-     after  having  given  birth  to  one  child,  may 
stead  of  I}<J5,  gave  birth  to  no  more  than     in  the  course  of  some  months  produce  auo- 
two  or  three  children;    but  happeiiintr  to     ther,  which  is  either  illegitimate,  or  the 
be  confined  when  there  were  only  u  few     product  of  Ruperrmtation. 
days  of  the  old  year  left,  it  was  observed         Finally,  a  woman  after  producing  a  dead 
by  some  one  that  she   brought  forth  as     child,  may  pretend  superfoetation  for  the 
many  children  as  there  were  days  in  the    purpose  o'f  introducing  a  8uppoaititi(»u« 
year  !~and  so  the  story  spread.                       heir;  or  she  may  pretend  to  carry  the 
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mit  of  «MCond«oiicepUoD,  witti  the  ob- 
ject of  BDJojIng  the  priTilegH  and  Im- 
■lanjtia  of  pT«|pn&nc;. 

In  all  nich  cuei  it  will  obTuntilj  be 
tbe  dulj  of  the  medical  jurist  lo  inquire, 
Cnt,  wbether  the  supernoinerarj  preg- 
nane]' exiit,  and  then  to  aicertsin,  if  poa. 
*iUe,  whelber  it  be  really  a  laperfoilation, 
or  onlv  a  retarded  birth. 

GiMiilumi  of  nptrfeiBlun.— Wbaterer  be 
dM  fnoe  broDghl  forth  at  one  birth,  or 
•kint  the  Mme  lime  (unleu  it  couaitt  of. 
diffncnt  races — ai  a  white,  or  a  negro, 
•nd  s  Diulaltn),  majr  reasonably  be  im- 
pnted  to  ■  tingle  conceplion. 

Again,  there  are  numerous  eiamplea 
of  nature  fiBtniet  being  bom  along 
^th  othen  which  appear  to  be  no  more 
than  three,  four,  Gre,  or  lis  months.  In 
Bseh  caiet  it  is  not  oeceiHtj  to  haie  re- 
conrMtothe  inpposition  of  superroetation, 
for  we   can  conceiTe  the  immaCare  olT- 

3 ring  to  bare  ceased  to  be  dereloped  at 
e  age  which  it  indicates;  and  even 
tboagh  inch  iitne  be  bom  mccessirely, 
tbej  do  not  DecenaTHy  imply  inccesuTC 
eonccptions. 

Nor,  if  two  riiildren  be  bom  with  abont 
«  moDlb  of  diffemic*  in  the  time  of  birth, 
jet  ibe  Bnt  app<v  somewhat  immature, 
■ay  wlib  tbe  characteriitics  of  an  eight 
MDOtlw  IVetDi,  while  the  second  is  per- 
Jbnly   matnn^  does  this  imply   distinct 


Bnt  when  w*  And  two  mature  chil- 
di«B,  bom  of  tbe  nuie  woman,  with 
two  or  three  or  more  months  between 
tba  births,  the  supposition  is  ineritable 
that  there  has  been  anpertatatian.  The 
interral  of  some  days,  seven,  for  Instance, 
Mb.  aefenteeD,  or  twenty  (for  there  are 
tmm*  to  this  extent  reported),  do  oat  war. 
laot  osr  inferring  the  ianie,  though   ma- 


ture, lobe  otberlban  twins:  erenamonth 
mar  only  leare  the  question  dunbtful. 

Eiumpla.  —  Among  the  cases  cited  by 
Bailer,  there  are  the  fullawing  : — Succes. 
sire  births,  with  an  InUrval  of  two 
month:!,  ench  perfect;  a  fietiia  bom  three 
months  afier  another,  both  lining  and 
healthy;  one  born  six  months  after  ano- 
ther, but  feeble;  two  lively  and  strong 
fstuses,  one  bom  on  the  31st  July,  the 
other  on  tbe  9ib  February,  sn  that  tbe 
latter  must  hare  been  conceived  when  the 
former  was  abont  eighty  days  old  in  intra- 
nlerinelife. 

Some  cases  more  recent  are  perhaps  not 
less  remarkable.  Mary  Ann  Bigaud,awo- 
msn  of  Stranburg,  aged  37,  was  delivered 
of  a  lively  child  on  the  301h  April.  The  lo- 
chia were  presently  suppressed,  and  so 
was  the  milk  :  in  short,  on  the  ITth  Sep- 
tember followiog  she  brought  forth  ano- 
ther apparently  malnre  and  heahhy  child, 
that  is  to  say,  in  about  four  months  and  a 
half  after  the  first,— which  could  not  well 
occur  without  superfcetation.  The  nomaa 
died  seven  rears  after;  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  she  wonid  be  found  to  bare  a 
oonble  uterus;  but  there  was  nothing  ab> 
normal  detected  about  the  womb  when  the 
body  was  examined. 

It  may  as  well  be  mentioned  here,  that 
such  a  thing  as  a  true  double  uterus  baa 
neser  been  discovered  in  the  hamaa  spe- 
cies; that  is  to  say,  two  carities,  with  a 
Kir  of  fallopian  tulws,OTaiies,andappeD- 
ges,  attached  to  each ;  but  there  have 
been  frequent  Instances  of  bilocular  uteri, 
with  the  fundus  double,  and  a  septum  in 
some  cases  continned  down  into  tbe  ra- 
gina;  the  latter  peculiarity,  however,  Is 
comparatively  rare,  and  tbe  more  com- 
inou  form  of  abnonnal  structure  is  of 
this  kind.    This  drawing  represents  a  Tlr- 
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p^in  uterus  wliicli  was  partially  bilocular.  ilays  fmm  her  first  confiDcment),  them  ■  (r 

Tlie  lengrth  from   the  fundus   to   the  os  delivered  of  another  male   infant,  c<»  |  ij 

uteri  was  3^  inches;  the  gn>atost  breadth  pletely  formed,  and  in  )>erfoct  health. 
3  inches;   and  the  length  of  the  septum        It  was  objected  to  this  case,  thaltk 

found  between  the  two  cavities  into  which  first  child  was  probably  not  **  comnleli^  I  h 

the  internal  space  was  divided,  measured  formed,"  as  the  second  alone  was  said  toh^  I  « 

1^  inch*.  and  that  therefore  it  was  no  more  tbaa  1 1  u 

A    very    remarkable  ease,    which    can  case  of  twius,in  which  one  of  theffftua  |  a 

scarcely  be  accounted  for  without  admit-  came  into  the  world  at  the  sixth,  and  tk 

ting  the  possibility  of  superfoDtation,  was  other  at  the  ninth   month  of  picgnanc}, 

observed  by  Dr.  Desgranges,  of  Lyons.     A  the  o?a  being  quite  distinct  ana  sepank: 

woman  was  delivered  of  a  seven  months'  ^thc  proof  was  oeficient,  it  was  uived,tbtf 

child;  none  of  the  usual  consequences  of  'the  first  child  had  reached  the  fuU  tcmrf 

delivery  ensued ;  but  in  five  months  six-  utero.gestation.   Dr.  Paris  informs  as, ibl 

teen  days  afterwards,  another  infant  was  in  conseonence  of  these  objections  (which 

brou&:ht    forth,     which    had    apparently  were  mauc  by  Dr.  Granville),  ho  applied  t» 

ivaehed  its  full  time.    The  only  mode  of  Dr.  Maton  for  further  explanation,  whcak 

evading  the  admission  of  superfcrtation  was  told"  that  both  the  children  wcfebon 

here  seems  to  be,  by  insisting  that  the  so-  perfect,  the  first  tl.erefore  could  not  biH 

called  seven  months*  child  was  no  more  been  a  six  months'  child;"  nor  were  tht 

than  a  four  months' fijctus ;  or,  in  other  "distressing  circumstances"  of  such  a  na- 

wonls,  that  the  first  was  a  mere  abortion,  ture  as  to  cause  the  labour  to  be  preiM* 

and  the  second  mature.     But  it  is  very  ture.     According  to  Dr.  Maton,  toeftdi 

unlikely  that  an  immature  foetus  of  four  were  these: — "  The  lady  could  not  obtiii 

months  (at  which  age  no  fnetus  has  been  better  accommodation   at  the   time:  SIm 

Icnown  t(»  survive  birth*)  would  be  mista-  labour,  although  quick,  was  not  suddca, 

ken  for  a  lively  infant  of  seven  nnmths.  for  the  accoucheur  was  already  in  atteii- 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  admit  tliis  infant  dance ;  nor  was  it  pra>mature,  for  the  b»- 

to  be  what  it  was  represented,  and  still  tural  period  of  ntcro- gestation  was  sap- 

dcuy    sui)erf(£tation,    we    are    driven   to  posed  to  hare  been  completed." 
the  absurdity  of  supposing,  that  the  period        This  seems  to   be   the   mo»t  compUl« 

of  utero-gestation  with  a  living  healthy  and  authentic  case  of  soperfoDtBtion  uo 

child  might  evtend  to  upwards  of  twelve  record — the    births,    mature  and  lireiT, 

inoDths !  having  followed  each  other  at  sudi  an  iD> 

Some  of  the  opponents  of  superfoBta-  tervul  as  to  render  the  admission  of  one 

tion  endeavour    to  shew,  that  in    every  conccptitm  supervening  on  another,  after 

ease  so  reputed,  there  must  either  be  a  a  lapse  of  two  or  three   months,  inerl- 

doulde  uterus,  or  the  first  birth   is  pre-  table. 

mature,  though    mature    to  all    appear*        Mousrel  off)ipring,~^lt  is  handed  down  to 

ancc.     We  cannot  deny  the  possibility  of  us  in  the  records  of  the  olden  time,  that 

the  first  supposition,  yet  we  sec  that  it  was  a    woman    has    sometimes  betrayed  her 

gratuitous  and  unfounded  in  the  case  al-  adultery  by  bringing  forth   two  childrea 

ready  quoted,  as  it  was  in  some  others,  at  a  birth — one  resembling  her  husband. 

But  it  is  hard  to  admit  that  the  second  the  otlicr  her  paramour;    like  Alcmaas, 

supposititm   is  tenable:    who  can   allow  when  she  bore  Hercules  and  Iphicles, cere- 

th:it  a  f(rtus  of  five,  six,  or  seven  months,  rally  begotten  by  Jupiter  and  Amphitiyun. 
.vhould  have  all  the  characteristics  of  a         Different  races. — But  this  is  only  qucs- 

ninc  months'  child,  so  as  to  be  mistaken  tionable  evidence  of  superfmtation,  com- 

fnr  such  ?     The  development  of  the  em-  pared  with  the  striking  fact  of  females 

bryo  and  feet  us  is  too  regular  to  justify  the  producing  plural  births  of  mixed  varieties 

supposition  of  suih  an  anomaly  in  any  — for  instance,  a  white  and  a  mulatto  at 

circumstances.  once. 

ThelateDr.  Maton  published  a  valuable  Ilaller  was  not  acquainted  with  any 
case  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Transuc-  cases  of  this  kind,  or  he  would  infallibly 
tions  of  the  College  of  Physicians.  An  have  (juoted  them.  Since  he  wrote,  how- 
Italian  lady,  married  to  an* English  gen-  ever,  several  have  been  placed  on  record, 
tleman,  gave  birth  to  a  male  child,  at  Dr.  (iam,  of  Wittcmlicrg,  gives  an  ac- 
Palernio,  on  the  12th  November,  1807;  it  count  of  a  woman,  who,  ailer  sexual  inte^ 
had  every  appearance  of  health,  though  it  course  with  a  European  and  then  ¥rith  a 
died  in  nine  days,  owing  to  some  distress-  negn>,  brought  forth  twins,  one  of  which 
ing  eircumstanecs  connected  with  the  ae-  was  white,  and  the  other  a  mulatto. 
eouciienient; — the  lady,  it  appears,  was  M.  Delmas  relates  a  case  in  the  ^nim/a 
hastily  delivered  on  a  bundle  of  straw,  in  de  MuntpdUer  for  1806.  A  woman,  aged 
an  <  nipty  house,  at  midnight.  On  the  2d  36,  was  delivered,  in  the  eighth  month  of 
of  Febnmry,  18()8  {three  months  minus  ten  her   pregnancy,  of  a  white  child  and  a 

-' mulatto.     Both  died  soon  aAcr.    Thepla- 

♦  MeuiialGasittk,  voi.xiii.  p.  i^js.  cent»  were  intermixed;  and  the  woman 
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i  that  she  had  had  iutereuursc 
legro  \\'hcii  she  was  iuur  or  five 
^'ith  child. 

wees  published  a  similar  case  in 

white  maidservant  bore  twins, 

um  white  and  of  Fhiropcan  struc- 

e  other  dark,  and  of  tlic  negro 

Meley  tells  us  of  a  negrcss,  who  was 
of  twins  in  the  West  Indies,  one 
I  black,  the  other  a  mulatto.  M. 
Ion,  Osiandcr,  and  others,  relate 
[istauces  of  black  and  tawny  twin 

liese  are  matters  of  fact,  which 
c  invalidated  by  mere  theory  ;  fc»r 
Hions  to  the  doctrine  of  superfcc- 
e  no  more  than  theoretical. 
m$. — Many  opponents  of  super- 
deny  the  fact  on  the  ground  of 
88  of  the  semen.    They  bold  that 
ie  first  consequences  of  conception 
losure  of  the  os  uteri — some  say 
tely,  others  after  a  short  time. 
It  evidence  is  there  of  such  an 
ce,  which,  if  admitted,  must  pre- 
:  possibility  of  further  question  } 
imagine,  of  a  very  conclusive  na- 
lilc  the  contrary  supposition,  that 
IS  is  wl  immediately  closed,  but  re. 
ten  for  at  least  some  time,  seems  to 
[uitc  as  good  grounds. 
fure  of  the  oi  uteri. ^This  objection, 
ialeii's  time,  and  the  more  obsti- 
laintained,  pei  haps,  for  that  rea* 
L'ertainly  untenable,  for  it  is  nut 
It  by  fact  or  exi)ericnce.     Women, 
lave  seen,  sometimes  continue  to 
ate  for  a  few  periods  after  concep- 
ly,  some  have  continued  to  do  to 
igh  their  pregnancy.     What  can 
rongtr    j>roof  of  tlie   patency   of 
ine  orifice  ?     Hut  there  is  a  more 
nc:  the  catheter  and  the   finger 
n  introduced,  without  obstruction, 
pregnant  uteru?. 
Haller  says  on  the  point  is  so 
id  precise   as   to  show   that    his 
as   perfectly  satisfied.      "  Claudi 
[os   uteri]    legas     a    conceptu, 
e  analogia  brutorum  animalium. 
nihil  est  ejusniodi«"    And  again  : 
uteri  nunquam  clausuin  est,  idco- 
»t  superftnctari  non  solum  a  die 
d  trigessimnni,   aut   primis  duo- 
isibus,  scd  omni  omnino  tempore." 
after  stating  all. the  arguments  for 
instthedoctrine,with  his  usual per- 
,  he  concludes  the  subject  by  ex- 
saying  that  there  is  no  valid  objec 
lie  possibility  of  superfaetation  oc- 
while  yet  the  ovum  has  not  become 
■ably   developed.      These   arc  his 
—  *•  Nihil  ergo  repugnat  quo  tem- 
um  nondum  pni^gran:!c  est,  ouin 
lacenta  ad  aliam   setleiu  uteri   se 


adaptet,  novusque  eo  loco  fcvtus  subnas- 
catur.'' 

2.  F(n-matbn  of  the  decidua  uteri.  —  John 
Hunter  demonstrated  the  formation  of  a 
deciduous  membrane  lining  the  uterus,  as 
one  of  the  earliest  cousequences  of  con- 
ception. The  existence  of  such  a  mem- 
brane has  been  urged  by  Roose  and  others, 
as  fatal  to  the  hypothesis  of  supcrfoctation. 
And  are  all  our  facts  and  instances  to 
fall  at  once  before  this  membrane  }  Is 
the  growth  of  the  decidua  so  invariable, 
and  when  present  is  it  so  well  developed 
and  firm  as  always  to  resist  the  impulse  of 
generation  '  Experience  is  clearly  one 
way,  while  theory  is  the  other.  Nor  can 
that  theory  be  urged  now  with  the  same 
force  that  it  once  was:  its  supporters 
imagained  that  the  decidua,  in  lining  the 
uterus,  covered  over  the  apertures  of  the 
fallopian  tubes.  That  part  of  their  doc- 
trine proves  to  be  untrue;  the  decidua 
does  not  close  the  fallopian  orifices,  and 
any  resistance  which  it  can  aflbrd  to  a 
second  conception  must  be  over  the  cervix 
uteri ;  and  recollect  that  the  os  uteri  is  « 
not  necessarily  closed.  That  a  certain 
degree  of  resistance  (perhaps  even  a  con- 
siderable degree)  is  exerted  by  this  mem- 
brane, we  are  by  no  means  disposed  to 
deny;  it  may  indeed  be  owing  to  this  that 
snperfoctations  are  not  more  frequent : 
but  because  the  occnrrence  may  thus  be 
rendered  impossible  in  many  cases,  does  it 
therefore  follow  that  it  is  so*  in  all  ? 

In  a  valuable  paper  c<tmmunicated  to 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  by  Dr. 
Robert  l^ee,  the  objection  just  referred  to 
is  revived.  The  case  on  which  the  paper 
is  founded  is  that  (»f  a  woman  who 
died  of  peritonitis,  eight  days  after  par- 
turition, and  who  proved,  on  examina- 
tion of  her  body,  to  have  had  a  double, 
or  rather  bifid,  or  bicomcd,  uterus. 
Here  is  the  appearance  of  the  uterus,  as 
disiilaycd  by  Dr.  Lee.  l^he  riglit  comu 
haa  contained  the  fcctus  (and,  by  the  way, 
the  deceased  had  borne  several  living  chil- 
dren ]»reviously);  the  left  was  about  the 
ordinaiT  size  of  the  unimpregnated  ute- 
rus. This  latter  comu  was  lined  with  a 
deciduous  membrane,  forming  a  shut  sac 
towards  the  cervix,  but  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  fallopian  tube  was  not  closed,  the 
membrane  passing  into  the  opening  aud 
leaving  it  completely  pervious. 

The  discovery  of  a  deciduous  membrane 
in  the  uuimpregnated  comu,  appears  to 
Dr.  Lee  to  be  of  much  importance.  He 
thinks  it  probable  that  a  decidua  is  simi- 
larly formed  in  every  case  of  double  uterus 
where  either  of  the  coriiua  is  impregnated, 
and  he  adduces  the  instance  of  what  oc- 
curs in  tlie  lower  animals,  '*  the  mem- 
brane which  surrounds  the  product  of 
conception      invariably     occupying     the 


p 


whole  inner  tnrTace  of  botb 
Hence  he  BTguei  the  impoHibiliU  or  su. 
litrrcElutlon,  ei*ii  in  cue*  which  wnuld 
■eem  most  fsvaarable  to  it — nauiely,  nhcre 
the  uterua  is  bifid.  "  The  dis|)u^iliDa  ot 
the  dtciiluiiui  menibrane,"  say.i  be,  "  in 
the  cue  I  haie  now  rek'ed,  roust  hare 
rriidervd  aupcrrm cation,  at  Ibe  coareptiiin 
or  a  tecund  embryo  durinff  (cesiuioo,  im- 
pouible;  «ad  Ita'bUlary  tends  entire!}' lu 
otcrlonj  tho  rwcnt  sjiecolalions  of  M. 
Chihhii  also,  on  the  poisibiliij  of  auper- 
fiElBlicin  wliere  a  dmible  atrrui  exists. 
Meuilruation  muil  hiive  been  equalt;  im- 
ixmible  in  Ibis  ciuie  aa  in  ordiDarr  yng- 
naucjr,  wliEre  the  inner  aurfncc  of  tbe  ule- 
mi  is  lined  with  decidua  *." 

I  maal  confeu,  that  notnilhitanding 
then  lerj  ilupMlng  alatcnient.^  it  alill  ap- 
pean  to  tno  that  the  proof  of  Dr.  Lee'i 
position  Jabjrna  means  made  oat.  Wehava 


here  but  a  single  ewe,  and  nolwithstaml 
ing  the  analogy  from  the  lower  animals  In 
wbichit  ia  backed,  forthei  examplowlu 
be  rei|Dired  lo  the  bum&n  ipeciei  twrnlia 
geaersl  contluaiuo  ULn  be  drawn.  SboaU 
it  happen,  loo,  thai  such  a  almctilia  k 
found  graerat,  it  roual  stiU  tie  adwIIMd 
that  ii  may  not  be  equally  perfect  in  iB 
caseti  for  tbeotj  must  be  snbserrlBat  t> 
facts,  not  faoia  to  thoory. 

It  may  be  added,  tint  p«iba]i>  ibU  cB 
no  >a"re  disproves  the  poMibllitjr  «f  npa 
fcelalion,  than  it  doe>  the  fact  m  BMOtir 
alion  during  prqtnancy.  Dr.LMsajfA 
menstruation  was  "  equal);  impoaribb 
with  sniwrfielatioD  in  this  case.  Itn*. 
aa  it  is  g:enerally  admitted  by  siiar  uf  thi 
most  eKperienecd  Bcconchenn  that  mra 
airualion  maj,  and  often  due*,  ocvar,  si 
least  once  or  IvrlM,  after  conccjitiiiD,  y 
I  am  iadtnrd  to  infer  that.  In  all  [•!• : 
nant  women,  the  deridna  i>  nut  ti<  ' 
found  exariT}' IS  in  Iheraie  jiiil  dticnh" 
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But  if  the  existence  of  such  a  decidna  the  product  of  the  first  conception  is  extra- 
as  Dr.  Lee  found  over  the  cerrix  he  ad-  uterine.  I  have  already  noticed  a  remark- 
initted  as  an  argument  against  superfceta-  able  instance  in  which  a  woman  bore  two 
tion,  another  point  which  he  noticed  in  the  or  three  children  surcessiiely,  while  9he 
same  case  seems  strongly  in  favour  of  it—  ha^l  a  Icetus  in  one  of  the  fullopian  tubes, 
natnely,  the  open  slate  of  the  fallopian  A  no:  her  example  may  be  mentioned.  Pur- 
tube,  f  lad  this  been  closed,  it  were  then,  ing  the  existence  of  extra-uterine  preg- 
indecd,  perhaps  impossible  that  superfoeta-  nancy  a  woman  conceived  again,  and  in 
tion  should  take  place;  but  being  open,  due  time  was  delivered  of  a  mature  infant, 
vrhat  insuperable  obstacle  can  there  be  to  It  became  necessary,  in  conseouence  of 
the  generative  influence  finding  its  way  to  some  accidents  which  supervcnea,  to  give 
the  ovary,  and  thus  effecting  anew  concep-  issue  to  the  retained  foetus:  gastrotomy 
tkm?  Only  allow  that  the  first  ovum  does  was  practised,  when  an  infant  was  ex- 
not  completely  fill  the  uterus,  and  that  tracted  which  had  been  viable,  but  was 
there  is  still  access  to  one  of  the  ovaries  now  partially  decomposed  through  its  long 
tfaiDQgh  a  fallopian  tube,  and  there  can  bo  sojourn  in  the  abdomen.  The  patient  re- 
no  rreat  hazard  in  supposing  that  even  covered. 

if  there  were  a  decidua  uteri  forming  a  Another  instance  may  be  quoted.    Dr. 

afant  sac,  it  would  not  in  all  cases  present  Cliet,  of  Lyons,  in  th^year  1818,  opened 

mn  nnimpregnable  barrier.  the  body  of  a  woman  who  had  recently 

The  learned  Sir  Thomas  Browne  makes  died.     Behind  the  uterus,  and  a  little  to 

■OOM    lemarks    on    the    subject,    which  the  right,  he  found  a  foetus  weighing  five 

1  ahftll  take  leave  to  uuote,  not  exactly  ounces,  three  drachms,andmeasuringeight 

through  deference  for  his  physiology,  but  inches  and  a  half  long.    It  had  attained 

for  his  oomprehensiTe  and  sound  under-  the  fiAb  month  of  development     In  the 

■tandiog.    It  will  be  observed  in  the  out-  uterus  was  a  second  foDtus,  of  about  the 

•et,  that  he  is  of  the  number  of  those  who  third  month. 

believe  the  womb  closed  upon  the  occnr-  Superfittation  tcith  a  double  uterus, — In 

Tcnee  of  conception;  he  does  not,  however,  M.    Cassan's    thesis    (On    Double    Ute- 

consider  that  this  decides  the  impossibility  ras    and     Superfcetation,    Paris,    1826), 

of  snperfoBtation.    **  Although  it  be  true  there  is    the   history  of   a    case    which 

that  npon  conception  the  inward  orifice  of  occurred  in  the  celebrated  Mde.  Boivin*s 

the  matrix  exactly  closetb,  so  that  it  com-  practice.      On  the  15th  of  March,  1810, 

monly  admitteth  nothing  after,  yet  falleth  a  woman,  aged  forty,  gave  birth  to  a  fe. 

it  out  sometimes,  that  in  the  act  of  coition  male  infant  weighing  about  four  pounds, 

the  avidity  of  that  part  dilateth  itself,  and  As  the  abdomen    still   remained  bulky, 

receiveth  a  second  bnrden ;   which,  if  it  Mde.  Boivin   introduced  her   hand,  but 

happen  to  be  near  in  time  unto  the  first,  could  find  nothing  in  the  uterus.    Further 

they  do  commonly  both  proceed  unto  per*  examination  led  her  to  suspect  that  there 

fedion,  and   have   legitimate  exclusions,  was  another  foetus,  either  extra-uterine  or 

periodically  succeeding  each  other.     But  contained  in  a  second  cavity  of  the  womb. 

if  the  superfoetatitm  be  made  with  consi-  At  length,  on  the  12th  May,  a  second  fe- 

derable  intermission,  the  latter  most  com-  male  infant  was  born,  weighing  not  more 

monly  proves  abortive;  for  the  first  being  than  abont  3  lbs., feeble,  and  scarcely  able 

confirmed,  engrosseth  the  aliment  from  the  to    respire.      The  mother  assured  Mde. 

other.     However,  therefore,  the  project  of  Boivin  that  she  had  had  no  connexion  with 

Julia  seem  very  plausible,  and  that  way  her  husband  (fr(»m  whom  she  was  for  some 

in&llible,  when  she  received  not  her  pas-  time    separated)    except    thrice    in    two 

sengers  before  she  had  taken  in  her  lading,  months,  namely,  on  the   15th  and  20th 

yet  was  there  a  fallibility  therein ;  nor,  in-  Julv,  1809,  and  the  16th  September  fol- 

deed,  any  absolute  security  in  the  policy  lowing.    The  product  of  the  second  con- 

of  adultery  after  conception.     For  the  ma-  ception  was   here  perfectly  distinct  and 

trix  (which  some  have  called  another  ani-  separate  from  the  first;  and  the  uterus  was 

mal  within  us,  and  which  is  not  subjected  bilocular. 

unto  the  law  of  our  will),  after  reception  This  is,  I  believe,  the  only  authentic 
of  its  proper  tenant,  may  yet  receive  a  example  on  record  of  superfcetation  taking 
strange  and  spurious  inmate,  as  is  con-  place  in  a  double  uterus,  although  such  a 
firmed  by  many  examples  in  Pliny,  by  structure  is  generally  admitted  to  be 
Larissea  in  Hippocrates,  and  that  merry  adapted  for  such  an  occurrence.  Nor  in- 
one  in  Plautus,  urged  also  by  Aristotle.*"  deed  are  twin  cases  common  in  bilocular 
Stmerfrtmtion during  extra  uterine  prtgnancii,  Qteri  :  when  women  with  this  form  of 
—There  is  another  condition  in  which  womb  become  pregnant,  they  generally 
•operfcBtation   may  occur,  namely,  where  hear  but  one  foetus,  as  in  Dr.  Lee's  case,  a 

case  described  by  Tiedcmann  in  Meckel's 

•  IpqviriM  loto  Vulgar  and  Common  Errors,  ^^h*^  for   1819,  and  one  bv  Osiander,  in 

p.  118.   £d.  I6dil.  which  both  the  uterus  and  vagjina  ^a^t« 
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completely  divided.  But  there  is  at  least 
one  instance  on  record  of  double  preg> 
nancy  in  a  double  uterus,  —  in  Rust's 
Maguihti  Band,  xxvii.  H.  1.  Whether  it 
was  a  case  of  superfcctatiun  or  not,  seems 
uncertain  ;  but  one  of  the  foetuses,  that  in 
the  right  cavity,  was  larger  than  the  other : 
the  infant  from  the  left  side  died  on 
coming  into  the  world. 

General  conclMions. 

The  following  general  conclusions  seem 
to  be  warranted  by  what  has  been  already 
said.    Supcrfuetation  is  possible, — 

1 .  When  sexual  intercourse  is  repeated 
soon  after  conception :  in  this  way  only 
can  we  account  for  distinct  varieties,  or 
diflerent  races, produced  at  one  birth — such 
as  white  or  black,  and  mulatto  children. 

2.  When  the  product  of  the  first  con- 
ception is  extra- uterine,  or  the  womb  par-:- 
tially  occupied  by  a  mole,  or  a  dead  or 
disorganized  fcetus. 

3.  When  the  uterus  is  double ;  for,  not- 
withstanding the  theory  of  a  decidua, 
which  would  seem  to  preclude  such  an 
inference,  facts  just  referred  to  cannot  be 
disputed.  Where  the  uterus  is  perfectly 
bilocular,  and  no  morbid  condition  inter- 
feres, it  is  difficult  even  theoretically  to 
assign  a  plausible  reason  against  the  doc- 
trine. 

4.  In  every  case  where  the  uterus  is 
not  closed  (and  the  closure,  as  we  have 
seen,  is  not  general),  and  where  the 
product  of  the  first  conception  docs  not, 
by  its  considerable  size  and  the  space  it 
occupies  in  the  womb,  obstruct  all  access 
to  one  of  the  fallopian  tubes,  we  cannot 
but  admit  the  possibility. 

6.  And  lastly,  it  is  unavoidable  to  ad- 
mit the  fact  of  superfa^tation,  when  we 
see  lively  and  mature  infants  bom  of  the 
same  woman  at  an  interval  of  three,  four, 
five,  or  six  months  between  the  births. 
The  limit  of  the  interval  between  suc- 
cessive conceptions  during  pregnancy  is 
uncertain  :  Weber  hesitates  not  to  extend 
it  to  the  seventh  month ;  nor  does  Haller 
dissent  from  bis  opinion. 

In  the  preceding  discussion  I  have 
avoided  any  appeal  to  authorities  in  the 
shape  of  an  argumenUim  ad  verecundiantf 
partly  because  I  thought  that  a  reference 
to  facts  would  be  far  more  profitable,  but 
chiefly  because  the  said  authorities  have 
been  much  divided.  In  conclusion,  how- 
ever,  I  need  not  hesitate  to  mention  that 
if  HebcnMreit,  Ludwig,  Metzger,  Roose, 
Sehmidtniuller,  and  Blumenbach,  be  op- 
posed to  the  doctrine,  there  are,  on  the 
other  side,  the  names  of  Haller,  Harvey, 
Alberti,  Teichmeyer,  Ploucquet«  Bernt, 
Henke,  Mende,  Martini,  and  most  of  the 
modern  French  school. 

Orfila's  opinion  (in  which    Dcvcrgie 


coincides)  is  guarded  in  the  extreme*    I 
shall  quote  it,  not  because  I  approve  fl( 
the  cautious  timidity  with   which  it  is 
expressed,  but  because,  as  it  aeemt  wnuf 
from  the  author,  it  may  |»o8sibly  be  ci- 
titled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  better  weigh- 
ed.   AAer  reviewing  most   of  the  wcU< 
attested  cases  he  could  find  on  the  sob. 
ject,  he  sums  up  to   this   effect,  **•  that 
the  medical  jurist  ought  to  admit  the  pos- 
sibility of  superfcetatioD,  but  he  ought  at 
the   same  time  to   recollect,    that  caiei 
occur  in  which  it  is  extremely  diificnU  to 
prove  that  it  has  taken  place,  the  addi- 
tional children  being  readily  accounted  for 
eitlier  as  abortions  or  twins." 
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In  this  lecture  I  propose  to  examine  the 
family 

POLTGONACBA, 

the  most  important  officinal  substance  ob- 
tained fh>m  which,  is  rhubarb;  the  pro- 
duce of  some  species  of 

Rheum, 

History. — Dioscoridcs  speaks  of  a  root 
which  he  calls  Uha,  or  Rheon  (^  finow),  and 
which  has  been  regarded  bv  some  as  iden- 
tical with  our  rhubarb ;  but  the  descrip- 
tion he  has  given  of  it  does  not  apply  to 
the  latter  substance,  and  it  is,  therefore^ 
fair  to  presume  some  other  root  must  have 
been  meant.  "  Bh-i,  by  some  called 
liheon,  by  the  I^atins  lihapontieum,  grows,** 
says  Dioscoridcs,  **  in  those  countries  which 
are  beyond  the  Bosphorus,  and  from 
which  it  is  brought.  It  is  a  black  root, 
similar  to  great  century,  but  smaller  and 
redder,  spongy,  somewhat  smooth,  and 
odourless."  Pliny  gives  a  similar  account 
of  it,  under  the  name  of  Rhaeoma:  it 
comes,  he  says,  from  the  ccmntrics  beyond 
Pontus,  resembles  the  black  cost  us,  is 
odourless,  and  has  a  hot  astringent  taste. 

Prosper  Alpinus  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Rha  of  Dioscoridcs  was  the  root  of 
Rheum  Rhaponticum,  which  Alpinus  ob- 
tained from  Thracia  in  1606,  AJ3.  and 
cultivated  at  Pa  via. 


RHEUM.  001 

The  later  Greek  writers  are  supposed  to  Millar,  who  cultivated  the  plant,  to  be  as 

mre  been  acquainted  with  our  rhubarb,  good  as  foreign  rhubarb.     Georgi  relates, 

*  vdnd    says    Alexander  of  Tralles,  first  that  a  Cossack  pointed  out  to  him  the 

iK«iitioned  it  in  weakness  of  the  liver  and  leaves  of  the  R.  undulatum  as  the  true 

ISfseaterv.      Paulus    i£gineta    seems    to  species.    These  accounts  were  not  satis. 

■take  a  distinction  between  Rha  and  liheon.  factory  to   the  Russians,  and   in   consc- 

tH  the  first  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  his  quence,  in  1790,  Sievers,  an  apothecary, 

■vorky   he   says,  that,    for  the    crudities  went  to   Siberia,  under   the  auspices  of 

^nd   Tomiting  of   pregnant   women,    we  Catherine  11.,  with  a  view  of  settling  the 

VU17    give    **  the  blood- wort,  boiled    in  question;  but  after  four  years  of  perse- 

^ater,    for    drink ;    and    likewise     dill,  rering  attempts  to  reach  the  country  where 

•id    the    Pmtic  rool,    called  Rha,  in    the  the  true  rhubarb  grew,  or  even  to  obtain 

ikUet  of  that  country,**    In  the  fort^-third  the  seeds,  he  was  obliged  to  be  satisfied 

diapter  of  the  same  book,  in  noticing  the  with  negative  results  only.  **  My  travels,''* 

Mactice  of  the  ancients,  he  says,  '*  Aivine  sa^s  he,  **  as  well  as  my  acquaintance 

discharges  they  promoted  by  giving  tur-  with  the   Buchanans,  have  satisfied  me 

pentine   to   the  extent  of  an  olive,  when  that  as  yet  nobody — that  is,  no  scientific 

going  to  rest ;  or,  when  they  wished  to  person — has  seen  the  true  rhubarb  plant. 

fw:ge  more  eficctually,  by  adding  a  little  AIT  that  is  said  of  it  by   the  Jesuits,  is 

rhubarb  {Rkeon)."     This  is  the  first  notice  miserable  confused   stuff;    all   the  seeds 

of  the  purgative  properties  of  rhubarb.  procured  under  the  name  of  true  rhubarb 

In  one  of  the  Arabian  authors  (Mesne,  are  false;  all  the  plantations,  from  those 
the  younger),  we  find  three  kinds  of  rhu.  of  the  Knight  Murray  down  to  the  flower- 
barb  mentioned :  the  Indian,  said  to  be  pot  of  a  private  individual,  will  never 
the  best,  the  Barbarian,  and  the  Turkish,  yield  true  rhubarb.  Until  further  deter- 
which  is  the  worst  of  all.  mination,  I  hereby  declare  all  the  descrip- 

Batanical  history. — It  may  not  be  out  of  tions  in  all  the  Materia  Medicas  to  be  in- 
place  here,  to  offer  a  slight  sketch  of  the  correct.''  The  inflated  style  of  this  per- 
opinions  of  naturalists  regarding  the  son,  does  not,  however,  increase  our  con- 
plant  which  furnishes  our  rhubarb.  For  fidence  in  his  statements, 
a  fuller  account,  I  must  refer  those  inte-  Four  species  of  Rheum,  growing  on  the 
rested  in  this  inqniry  to  the  late  Dr.  Dun-  Himalayan  Mountains,  have  been  de- 
can  junior's  Supplement  to  the  £din-  scribed  by  my  friends,  Dr.  Wallich  and 
bnrah  New  Dispensatory.  Mr.  Rovle.     Of  these,  one  (namely,  the 

Formerly  this  root  was  supposed  to  be  Rheum  Mmodi,  culled  also  R.  australe)  was 

obtained     from    the  Rheum   Rhaponticum,  at  first  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  sources 

Id   1732,  the  R.  undulatum  was  sent  from  of  our  officinal  rhubarb,  though  without 

Russia   to  the  Jussieus  at  Paris,  and  to  sufficient  reason.    I  have  specimens  of  the 

Rand  of   Chelsea,  as  the  true  rhubarb.  Himalayan  rhubarb  collected  and  dried 

This  is  the  species  which   Linnaeus  de-  by  the  natives,  and  which  were  given  me 

scribed  as  R.  Rhabarbarum,    About  1750,  by  Dr.  Wallich:   they  are  probably  the 

at   the  desire  of  Kauw   Boerhaave,  first  produce  of  Jl.  Emodi,  or   Webbtanum,  and 

physician  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  nave  hardly  any  resemblance  to  the  rhu- 

aenate  commissioned  a  Tartarian  merchant,  barb  of  the  shops. 

a  dealer  in  rhubarb,  to  procure  them  some  Mr.  Royle,  in  his  **  Illustrations  of  the 
leeds  of  the  genuine  plant.  This  he  did.  Botany  of  the  Himalayan  Mountains,"  after 
or  pretended  to  do;  and  on  sowing  them,  referring  to  the  accounts  of  different  au- 
two  species  of  Rheum  were  obtained-*  thors,  as  to  the  precise  locality  of  the 
namely,  the  undulatum  and  the  palmatum.  country  yielding  Russian  rhubarb,  con- 
In  1763,  seeds  of  the  latter  species  were  eludes  that  it  is  ''  within  96*^  of  E.  long,  in 
received  by  Dr.  Hope,  of  Edinburgh,  from  36*^  of  N.  latitude— that  is,  in  the  heart  of 
Dr.  Moonsey,  at  Petersburgh ;  they  were  Tibet."  And  he  adds,  "  as  no  naturalist 
aown,  and  the  plants  cultivated  with  sue-  has  visited  this  part,  and  neither  seeds 
cesa.  The  root  of  thia  species  being  found  nor  plantff  have  been  obtained  thence,  it 
to  agree,  in  many  of  its  characters,  with  is  as  yet  unknown  what  species  yields  this 
that  of  genuine  rhubarb,  led  to  the  belief  rhubarb." 

that  the  palmatum  was  the  true  species.  Characters  of  the  genus  Rheum. — The  ||^- 
The  inquiries  of  Pallas,  however,  raised  nus  Rheum  is  characterized  by  having 
aome  doubts  about  the  correctness  of  this  hermaphrodite  flowers,  consisting  of  a  co- 
opinion  ;  for  the  Buchanans  declared  loured  perianthium,  comnosed  of  from  six 
themselves  unacquainted  with  the  leaves  to  nine  pieces,  arranged  in  two  rows ; 
of  the  palmatum,  and  described  the  true  nine  stamina  inserted  on  the  torus  at  the 

J^lant  as  having  round  leaves,  with  a  few  base  of  the  perianthium,  free  or  subcon- 

ncisions  only  at  the  maivin.    Tbisde-  nate  at  their  base;  a  simple  triangular 

scription  agreed  best  with   Rheum  compae-  ovarium,   supporting  three  styles,  which 

turn,  the  roots  of  which  were  declared,  by  are  each  furnished  with  a  pcltato-capitato 
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^aptei  from  the  time  of  iti  collection  un- 
til it  is  readj  for  exportation. 

Pkj^rieal  praperiiet  and  varieties.'^ln  Eng- 
lish commerce  four  kinds  of  rhubarb  are 
knowny  namely,  Ruuian,  East  Indian  or 
Ckmntj  Dutch— trimmed^  and  English. 

1.  Russian  rhubarb.  —  This  is  the  kind 
known  in  the  shops  by  the  name  of  Twhsy 
Htmbmrbf  because  it  is  said  to  have  been 
brooffht  formerly  to  this  country  by  way 
^  Natolia.  It  is  now  imported  from 
Petersbnrgh.  It  is  described  in  books  by 
tbo  names  of  Afioeovite,  Bucharian,  or 
SAtrian  rhubarb. 

According  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by 
the  Russians  and  Chinese,  all  the  com- 
merce between  the  two  nations  is  trans- 
acted at  the  frontiers.  Kiachta  is  the 
Russian,  Maimatschin  the  Chinese  fron- 
tier  town.  All  the  so  called  Russian  rhu- 
barb is  brought  to  Kiachta  bv  Bucharian 
merchants,  who  have  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  supply  the  government  with  that 
drug  in  exchange  for  furs.  It  is  there 
examined  with  much  care  in  the  presence 
of  the  Buchanans,  by  the  apothecary 
stationed  at  Kiachta  for  the  purpose.  The 
'worm-caten  pieces  are  rejected,  the  others 
bored  to  ascertain  their  soundness,  and  all 
tbe  damaged  or  decayM  parts  are  cut 
away.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  the  pieces  which  do  not  pass 
examination  are  burned ;  the  remainder  is 
then  transmitted  to  Petersburgh,  and  from 
tlience  to  us. 

It  is  imported  in  boxes  or  cases,  covered 
with  a  pitched  cloth,  on  the  outside  of 
which  is  a  hide.  The  size  of  the  pieces 
are  Tarious ;  but  in  commerce  the  small 
pieces  are  preferred,  and  they  are,  there- 
fore, picked  out  and  sold  as  radix  rhei 
turciei  electa,— the  larger  pieces  and  the 
dust  being  employed  for  powdering.  Their 
iibapes  are  various,  being  angular,  rounded, 
insular,  &c.  The  external  appearance 
of  many  of  the  pieces  seems  to  show 
that  the  cortical  portion  of  the  root  had 
been  riiaved  off  longitu^linally  by  socces- 
aif  e  stnikes  of  a  knife :  hence  the  angular 
appearance  of  the  external  surface.  Holes 
are  olMcrved  in  many  of  the  pieces :  some 
of  them  extend  completely,  others  only 
partially  through.  Those  which  extend 
ODly  to  the  centre  of  the  pieces  have  been 
evimitly  made  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing tbe  condition  of  the  interior  of  the 
riiubarb* 

Externally  the  pieces  are  covered  with 
a  bright  yellow  coloured  powder,  usually 
laid  to  be  produced  bj  the  mutual  friction 
of  the  pieces  in  the  chests  during  their 
paieiffn  to  this  country,  though  many 
drofpipats  believe  it  is  oerived  from  the 
prooese  of  rouneing  (that  is,  shaking  in  a 
Mg  with  powdered  rhubarb),  before  its 


exportation.  The  odour  is  strong  and 
peculiar,  but  somewhat  aromatic:  it  is 
considered  by  druggists  to  be  so  delicate 
that  in  all  wholesale  houses  a  pair  of 
gloves  is  kept  in  the  Russian  rhubarb 
drawer,  with  which  only  are  the  assistants 
permitted  to  handle  the  pieces.  When 
chewed  it  feels  gritty  under  the  teeth,  from 
the  presence  of  numerous  crystals  of  oxa- 
late of  lime;  it  communicates  a  bright 
yellow  colour  to  the  saliva,  and  has  a  bitter, 
slightly  astringent  taste. 

Beneath  the  dust  with  which  the  pieces 
are  covered,  the  surface  has  a  reddish 
white  tint,  owing  to  the  intermixture  of 
white  and  red  parts.  The  yellowish  white 
parts  have  the  form  of  lines  or  reins, 
which,  by  their  union  with  each  other, 
assume  a  reticular  form.  Irregularhr 
scattered  over  the  surface  we  observe  small 
star-like  spots  and  depressions,  of  a  darker 
colour.  The  transverse  fracture  is  un- 
even,  and  presents  numerous  brownish  red 
or  dark  carmine  coloured  undulating 
veins.  The  longitudinal  fracture  is  stiU 
more  uneven,  and  shows  the  longitudinal 
direction  of  the  veins,  which  are  often  in- 
termpted  with  white.  The  surface  ob- 
tained by  cutting  is  more  or  less  yellow, 
and  often  exposes  the  veins,  disposed  in 
groups. 

By  boiling  very  thin  slices  of  the  root  in 
water,  and  then  submitting  them  to  the 
microscope,  we  observe  cellular  tissue,  an- 
nular ducts,  and  numerous  elnmps  of  crys- 
tals of  oxalateoflime(fig.  150).  Turpincon- 


Fio.  150. — Crystals  oj  Oialats  of  Lime  in 
Rusnan  tihtd)arb, 

sidered  the  presence  of  these  crystala  suf- 
ficient to  distinguish  Russian  and  Chinese 
rhubarb  from  that  grown  in  Europe;  btit 
in  some  specimens  of  English  rhubarb  I 
have  met  with  these  crystals  in  as  great 
abundance  as  in  foreign  rhubarb.  Accord- 
ing to  Raspail,  these  crystals  exist  in  the 
interstices  of  the  elongated  cellular  tissue. 
The  powder  of  Russian  rhubarb  is  of  a 
bright  yellow  colour,  with  a  reddish  tint; 
but  as  met  with  in  the  shops,  it  is  almost 
invariably  mixed  with  the  powder  of 
English  rhubarb. 


G03      MB.  rERKIBA  ON  MATERIA  MKDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 


■tigmk.  Tbe  frnil  U  ■  tbraa-ddcd  cmir. 
upeii,  wiQRd  at  the  aDgta,  ■nd  iDiroiiDd- 
cd  nl  the  raw  by  the  perikotb ;  the  secdi 
■rs  albumimiiiB,  wiib  a  MDtnil  itmigbt 

Fr<im  this  deMriptian  it  will  be  erident 
that  tbe  urnu*  belonn  to  clan  Emuandrit, 
order  TrifUKiB,  of  tbe  Liaui 


amimed,1ntha  LoiMbiii  PbwvMMpaKa] 


of  tbe  tfanbub  of  tbeMi 
la  dlitiDBDiihed  IVoon  odtar  ipeclM  tf  ■■ 
palmated  ronn  nf  iu  Imitc*  ;  tba  cMtob  | 


EDt. 


Tbe  apeciei  bilbertn  known,  agree  in 
pouessing  large  fleib;  braDcbing  roota, 
which  are  brown  eilemally,  aDd;ellow, 
iDiermixed  with  red,  iDlemallf;  radicu 
and  petiolated  leaTn  i  membrVDoaa 
ocbren)  and  numcroos  ■mall  flowen,  ar- 
raoged  in  panicle*  or  compound  racemes. 

Tbe  ii*n»/iuliiufiuii,  Gg.  147  (tbe  speciei 


being  » 

lated,  tbe  lacinls  ftcnmiimte.  OoMI 
upper  lurface  the  ttvif  mn  ni^ihlib,  id  I 
or*  dDll-grem  coIoiit;  on  tharaadWMil  h 


V  ilighilj  forrawfd  abon^ 
landed  at  tbe  e^ca.     Thia  apadci  gMH  I  i 
ild  on  the  moantaJDi  of  CUncM  Tb- 
iry,  and  In  Tibet.    It  )■  caltiratcd  h* 
I   England  and  Scottatid,  tor  tbantf; 


Fio.   i47.—Rlitiun  palmtum. 


Fia.  14a— RAmm  t^mfenm. 


Rhtum  compaetum  (Gf.  148}  hM  rtrj  ob.  on  the  marvin,  wilb  the  nnmt  at  Ibc  laN 
taw,  ibining,  imnoth  learee,  lomewhat  dilated,  and  witb  famiwcd  roandfih  roM- 
lobed,  witb  «mall  teeth.  It  it  a  native  of  «talki.  The  branchei  and  pedancle*  aic 
Tarlary  and  China.  papiliose— Kabroua  ;    the  Icaflau  of  tbt 

liheumiiHitraUor£madHlig.l49)huTnnni-     perianib  nial  oblong,  finely  cienaU  at  lb* 
isb,cor(]ate,obliuelearea,roagh beneath  and    apex.     It  gmwa  In  Chlneee  Taitai;  aai 
in  the  Himalayai. 

/Vrparal(.ni.-We  are  yet  In  want  of  i 
good  account  of  the  metbod  followfd  la 

freparing  Aaiatic  rhnbarb  ^artlWBaft•t> 
t  is  pnibable,  boweTer,  that  the  mwcmi 
Taricj  in  different  place*,  lince  tm  ac- 
couDU  giren  by  Bell  and  Sieveia  do  aM 
preciaely  aKree.  Bell  Myn,  (hat  adn 
digging  and  gathering  the  rhubarb,  tk 
Sfiingalli  cut  the  large  into  iQiall  pifM'V 
In  order  to  make  tbem  dry  more  readily, 
and  make  a  hole  in  the  middle  of  enrf 
piece,  ihningh  wbicfa  a  coid  ii  draws,  la 
order  to  anspend  them  in  any  c(n*eairal 
place.  Tbey  hang  tbem  for  the  mott  part 
about  their  tenti<,and  H)mel.tnMi  on  tba 
hnrna  of  their  ahecp.  Sicfer(|  howcrer, 
atalea,  that  tbe  roots  are  cd(  in  pleeea, 
Btrunga]ion  threads,  and  dried  andar  sbcda 
ao  aa  to  exclude  the  solar  rayaj  and  the 
same  author  tdUua  IbatfOHMintai^fcar 


BHECJM. 


eo3 


•lAMes  from  the  time  of  iti  collection  un- 
til it  if  reedj  for  exportation. 

Pkjfmeal  properiia  and  vorMtto.— In  Eng- 
Uah  commerce  four  kinds  of  rhubarb  are 
known,  namely,  Ruuianf  Eait  Indian  or 
CMneM,  Dutch — irimmedy  and  EngUth. 

1.  HusdttH  rhubarb.  —  This  is  the  kind 
known  in  the  shops  by  the  name  of  Tuikey 
rkmbmrbf  because  it  is  said  to  hate  been 
krooffht  formerly  to  this  country  by  way 
MT  Natolia.  It  is  now  imported  from 
Petershnrgb.  It  is  described  in  books  by 
tli<e  names  of  3fiueovite,  Bucharian,  or 
AAerion  rhubarb. 

-According  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by 
tbe  Russians  and  Chinese,  all  the  com- 
merce between  the  two  nations  is  trans- 
acted at  the  frontiers.  Kiachta  is  the 
Russian,  Maimatschin  the  Chinese  fron. 
tier  town.  All  the  so-called  Russian  rhu- 
barb is  brought  to  Kiachta  bv  Bucharian 
merchants,  who  have  entered  inUt  a  con- 
tract to  supply  the  government  with  that 
drug  in  ezdiange  fur  furs.  It  is  there 
examined  with  much  care  in  the  presence 
of  the  Buchanans,  by  the  apothecary 
stationed  at  Kiachta  for  the  purpose.  The 
worm-eaten  pieces  are  rejected,  the  others 
bored  to  ascertain  their  soundness,  and  all 
tbe  damaged  or  decays  parts  are  cut 
away.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  the  pieces  which  do  not  pass 
examination  are  oumed ;  the  remainder  is 
then  transmitted  to  Petersburgh,  and  from 
thence  to  us. 

It  is  imported  in  boxes  or  cases,  covered 
with  a  pitched  cloth,  on  the  outside  of 
which  is  a  hide.  The  size  of  the  pieces 
are  Tarious ;  hot  in  commerce  the  small 
pieces  are  preferred,  and  they  are,  there- 
fore* picked  out  and  sold  as  radix  rhei 
tureiei  electa,— the  larger  pieces  and  the 
dust  being  employed  for  pov^dering.  Their 
abapes  are  various,  being  angular,  rounded, 
insular,  &c.  The  external  appearance 
of  many  of  the  pieces  seems  to  show 
that  the  cortical  portion  of  the  root  had 
been  shaved  off  longttu.linally  by  succes- 
sive stn)kes  of  a  knife :  heoce  the  angular 
appearance  of  the  external  surface.  Holes 
are  observed  in  many  of  the  pieces :  some 
of  them  extend  completely,  others  only 
partially  through.  Those  which  extend 
only  to  the  centre  of  the  pieces  have  been 
evidently  made  for  tbe  purpose  of  examin- 
ing the  condition  of  the  interior  of  the 
riinbarb. 

Extemallv  the  pieces  are  covered  with 
a  bright  yellow  coloured  powder,  usually 
■aid  to  be  produced  h}  the  mutual  friction 
of  the  pieces  in  the  chests  during  their 
paaeage  to  this  country,  though  many 
droggists  believe  it  is  oerived  from  the 
prooeM  of  nmneing  (that  is,  sliakiog  in  a 
bag  with  powdered  rhubarb),  before  iu 


exportation.  The  odonr  is  strong  and 
peculiar,  but  somewhat  aromatic:  it  is 
considered  by  druggists  to  be  so  delicate 
that  in  all  wholesale  houses  a  pair  of 
gloves  is  kept  in  the  Russian  rnubarb 
drawer,  with  which  only  are  the  assistants 
permitted  to  handle  the  pieces.  When 
chewed  it  feels  gritty  under  the  teeth,  from 
tbe  presence  of  numerous  crystals  of  oxa- 
late of  lime;  it  communi»iites  a  bright 
yellow  colour  to  the  saliva,  and  has  a  bitter, 
slightly  astringent  taste. 

Beneath  the  dust  with  which  the  pieces 
are  covered,  the  surface  has  a  reddish 
white  tint,  owing  to  the  intermixture  of 
white  and  red  parts.  The  yellowish  white 
parts  have  the  form  of  lines  or  veins, 
which,  by  their  union  with  each  other, 
assume  a  reticular  form.  Irregularly 
scattered  over  the  surface  we  observe  small 
star-like  spots  and  depressions,  of  a  darker 
colour.  The  transverse  fracture  is  un- 
even,  and  presents  numerous  brownish  red 
or  dark  carmine  coloured  undulating 
veins.  The  longitudinal  fracture  is  stiU 
more  uneven,  and  shows  the  longitudinal 
direction  of  the  veins,  which  are  often  in- 
terrupted with  white.  The  surface  ob- 
tained by  cutting  is  more  or  less  yellow, 
and  often  exposes  the  veins,  disposed  in 
groups. 

By  boiling  very  thin  slices  of  the  root  in 
water,  and  then  submitting  them  to  the 
microscope,  we  observe  cellular  tissue,  an- 
nular ducts,  and  numerous  clomps  of  crys- 
tals of  oxalateoflime(fig.  150).  Turpincon- 


Fio.  lAO. — Crystal*  of'  OialateafUme  in 
Rustian  Hhttbarb, 

sidered  the  presence  of  these  crystal*  sof- 
ficient  to  distinguish  Russian  and  Chinese 
rhubarb  from  that  grown  in  Europe ;  btit 
in  some  specimens  of  English  rhubarb  I 
have  met  with  these  crystals  in  as  great 
abundance  as  in  foreign  rhubarb.  Accord- 
ing to  Raspail,  these  crystals  exist  in  the 
interstices  of  the  elongated  cellular  tissne. 
The  powder  of  Russian  rhubarb  is  of  a 
bright  yellow  colour,  with  a  reddish  tint ; 
but  as  met  with  in  the  shops,  it  is  almost 
invariably  mixed  with  the  powder  of 
English  rhubarb. 
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According  to  Ilomemann,  Russian  rhu- 
barb is  composed  of— 

Rhabarbarin  of  Pfaflf    16042 

Yellow  colouring  matter  of 

Henry ••••••••••••••••••  9*oo3 

Bitter  astringent  extract  •  •  •  •  14*687 

Oxydized  tannin \'46S 

Mucilage    lOOOO 

Matter    extracted    from    tlie 

fibre  by  potash  ley 28-333 

Oxalic  aciu  contained  in  the 

potash  ley 1  042 

Insoluble  residue  •  • •  •  14-o83 

fioss  in  drying  the  root    •  •  •  •  3333 

Loss  in  the  analysis 0-939 

100000 

70  grains  of  the  insoluble  residue  ob< 
tained  from  1  ounce  of  Russian  rhu- 
barb, gave  3:)  grains  of  ashes,  coropowd  of 
a  trace  of  i>otash,  1  grain  carbon,  2  grains 
silicic  acid,  1  grain  carbonate  of  magnesia, 
1  grain  alumina  with  a  trace  of  oxide  of 
iron,  and  28  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime. 

White  or  Imperial  r/i?*^ar6.— When  Pallas 
was  at  Kiachta,  the  Buchauarian  mer- 
chant who  supplied  the  crown  with  rhu- 
barb brought  some  pieces  of  white  rhu- 
barb, which  liad  a  sweet  taste,  and  was 
equal  in  its  effects  to  the  best  sorts.  It  is 
said  to  be  the  produce  of  Hheum  Iseucorhizon 
of  Pallas  (the  H,  nanum  of  S levers).  A 
good  account  of  it,  with  coloured  figures, 
will  be  found  in  the  "  Pharmaceuti'*chA 
Waareiihinde^*  of  Gcebel  and  Kunze.  Some 
of  the  specimens  of  Russian  rhubarb 
brought  to  this  country  have  a  much 
whiter  appearance  than  is  usually  ob- 
served. 

2.  China  or  East  Indian  r/iw&«r6.  —  The 
rhubarb  known  in  commerce  by  the  name 
of  East  Indian,  or  Chinese,  is  brought  to 
this  country  either  directly  from  Canton, 
or  indirectly  by  Singapore,  and  other  parts 
of  the  East  Indies.  It  is  imported  in 
chests  of  thin  wood,  lined  with  lead.  The 
pieces  are  frequently  cylindrical  or  round- 
ish, but  sometimes  flattened;  in  trade  they 
are  distinguished  as  rounds  and  fats.  They 
a])pear  to  have  undergone  a  different  pro- 
cess of  ])reparation  to  that  of  Russian  rhu- 
barb. Thus  the  cortical  portion  of  the 
root  seems  rather  to  have  been  scraped 
than  sliced  oCT,  and  hence  the  surface  is 
not  so  angular;  and  on  the  worst  pieces 
we  observe  the  remains  of  the  greenish- 
brown  or  blackish  cortex.  Among  drug- 
gists this  kind  of  rhubarb  is  frequentW 
termed  half-trimmed^  or  untrimmed  rhubarb. 
The  pieces  are  generally  perforated  with 
holes,  in  many  of  which  wc  find  portions 
of  the  cords  by  which  the  pieces  were  sus- 
pended. These  holes  arc  smaller  than 
tiiosc  observed  in   Russian  rjuibarb,  and 


that  portion  of  the  root  formiDg 
sides  is  usually  dark- coloured,  deetjd, 
and  of  inferior  quality.     The  best  picM 
of  this  sort  of  rhubarb  are  heavier  toi 
more  compact  than  than  those  of  the  lUt. 
sian  kind;  they  are  covered  with  an  tuShj 
separable  yellow  dust.     When  this  is  n- 
moved  we  observe  that  the  sorfoce  is  doc 
so  regularly  reticulated,  is  more  of  a  yd- 
Iowish-bn>wn  than  reddish-white  oolov, 
and  has  coarser  fibres  than  Rossian  ite- 
barb.    On  the  finer  pieces  we  notice  u* 
men>as  star-like  spots  or  depressions.  Hk 
fracture  is  uneven;  the  veins,  cspeciaDj 
towards   the  middle,  have   m  less  deter- 
minate   direction,   and    are   of  a  daOer 
or  reddish-brown«  and,  in  very  bad  pieoei, 
of  an  umber-brown  colour,  with  a  giey 
substance  between  the  veins. 

Tlie  fidour  of  this  species  is  much  lev 
powerful  than  that  of  Russian  rhubaiV, 
and  is  somewhat  less  aromatic.  The 
taste,  grittiness  when  chewed,  and  micfo- 
scopic  appearances,  are  similar  to  those  of 
Russian  rhubarb.  The  colour  of  tlie 
powder  is  of  a  more  dull  yellow  or  brown- 
ish cast. 

Hornemann  analysed  this  species  of 
rhubarb  under  the  name  of  English  rhu- 
barb.   Its  constituents  were  as  follows :— > 

Rhabarbarin  of  Pfaff    14*375 

Yellow   colouring   matter    of 

Henry 9-166 

Bitter  astringent  extract  •  •  •  •    16  458 

Oxydized  tannin   1*249 

Mucilage 8*333 

Matter  extracted  from  the  fibre 

by  potash  ley 30*416 

Oxalic  acid  contained  in  the 

potash  ley   0-833 

Insoluble  residue    15*416 

Ix>8s  in  drying  the  root 3-125 

Loss  in  the  analysis 0-629 


100-000 


Seventy-four  grains  of  the  insoluble  re- 
siduum obtained  from  one  ounce  of  Chi- 
nese rhubarb  gave  39  grains  of  ashes, com- 
posed of  a  trace  of  potash,  1  grain  carbon, 
2  grains  silicic  acid,  1  grain  carbonate 
magnesia,  1  grain  alumina  with  a  trace  of 
iron,  34  grains  carbonate  lime. 

3.  Dittch-trimmed  rhtilarb, — In  English 
commerce  there  is  met  with  a  kind  of 
rhubarb  known  by  the  name  of  Dutch' 
trimmed  or  Bataviarty  and  which  is  brought 
from  Canton  and  Singapore.  It  is  well 
known  to  druggrists,  and  is  always  quoted 
in  pricc-currcnts  as  a  distinct  kind.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  it  is  the  kind  de- 
scribed by  Guibourt  and  others  nnder  the 
name  of  Per^an  rhiibttrb.  It  is  imported  in 
chests,  each  containing  from  130  to  140 
pounds.  In  shape,  size,  and  general  appear- 
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esembles  tbe  Russian  kind ;  for 
il  portion  of  the  root  seems  to 

separated  by  slicing,  and  hence 

have  the  same  angular  appear- 
le  surface  that  the  llussian  rhu- 

The  pieces  are  frequently  per- 
nd  in  the  holes  are  found  the 
*  the  cord  by  which  the  root  has 
mded.  In  the  drug  trade  this 
ubarb  is  said  to  be  trimmed,  and 
to  the  shape  of  the  pieces  they 
Jiats  or  rountU,  The  colour  and 
the  pieces  arc  variable. 
layan  rhub(.rb. — As  already  men- 
is  probably  the  produce  of 
and  Webhianum.  It  has  very 
mblance  to  the  rhubarb  of  the 
he  pieces  which  I  have,  were 
>y  Dr.  Wallich  from  the  natives, 
strung  them  around  the  necks  of 
es.  The  pieces  are  cylindrical, 
It  obliquely  at  the  extremities; 

of  the  root  is  not  removed ;  the 
lark  brown,  with  a  slight  tint  of 
ley  are  without  odour,  and  have 
brous  texture.  Mr.  Royle  says 
Himalayan  rhubarb  makes  its 

the  plains  of  India  through 
Imora,  and  Butan :  it  has,  he 
•ongy  texture,  and  sells  for  only 
of  the  price  of  the  best  rhubarb, 
f  in  quality  the  Russian,  and 
)und  in  India. 

sh  rhubarb, — Two  kinds  ef  rhu- 
let  with  in  the  shops  under  the 
ilnglish  rhubarb:  one  is  dressed^ 
,  so  as  to  resemble  the  Russian 
is,  I  believe,  the  produce  of 
Jmatum ;  the  other  is  sometimes 
t  rhubarb,  and  is  said  by  Ste- 
and  Churchill  to  be  obtained 
um  undulatura,  though,  in  the 
B  it  is  believed  to  be  procured 
foung  roots  of  the  same  species 
(Iding  tlie  dressed  rhubarb. 
ited  EuglUh  rhuitarb  is  the  produce 
ry  in  Oxfordshire.  It  is  the 
lently  observed  in  the  show  hot- 
ggists'  windows,  and  is  sold  in 
,e  streets  of  London  (particularly 

and  the  Poultry)  for  "  Turkey 
>y  persons  dressed  up  as  Turks. 

in  various  sized  and  shaped 
lich  are  trimmed  and  frequently 
,  so  as  to  represent  Russian  rhu- 
le  of  the  pieces  are  cylindrical 
rm,  and  are  evidently  segments 
frs ;  others  are  flat.  *  This  kind 
b  is  very  light,  spongy  (espe- 
the   middle    of    the    pieces),, 

of  moisture,  pasty  under  the 
id  has  a  reddish  or  -pinkish 
observed  in   the  Asiatic  kinds. 

it  has  usually  a  marbled  ap- 

the  streaks   are  pinkish,  pa- 

1  have  a  radiated  disposition ; 


and  in  the  centre  of  some  of  the  larger 
pieces  the  texture  is  soft  and  woolly,  and 
may  be  easily  indented  by  the  nail.  Its 
taste  is  astringent  and  very  mucilaginoas; 
it  is  not  at  all,  or  ooly^  very  slightly,  gritty 
under  the  teeth ;  its  odour  is  feeble,  and 
more  unpleasant  than  either  the  Russian 
or  East  Indian  kinds.  The  microscope 
discovers  in  it,  for  the  most  part,  verj  few 
crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime. 

The  comnum  stick  KngliMh  rhubaib  occurs 
in  angular  or  roundish  pieces,  of  about 
five  or  six  inches  long,  and  an  inch  thick. 
When  fractured  it  presents  the  radiated 
appearance,  and  the  red-coloured  streaks, 
of  the  kind  last  mentioned.  Its  taste  is 
astringent,  but  very  mucilaginous;  it  is 
not  gritty  onder  the  teeth ;  it  breaks  very 
short. 

English  rhubarb  is  extensively  •  em- 
ployed bv  druggists  to  adulterate  tbe 
powder  of  Asiatic  rhubarb. 

6.  French  rhubarb. — Rhubarb  is  procured 
in  France  froni  three  species  of  Rheum, 
namely,  Rhaponticum,  undulatnm,  and 
espeeially  compactum.  These  plants  are 
cultivated  in  an  establishment,  at  a  place 
called  (in  consequence)  Rheumpole,  at  a 
little  distance  from  Loriant,  in  tbe  depart- 
ment of  Morbihan.  The  cultivation  of 
R.  palmatum  has  been  abandoned. 

I  am  indebted  to  Professor  Guibourt  for 
two  varieties  of  French  rhubarb,  the  one 
which  be  terms  flat,  the  other  nwnd  .•  the 
first  is  probably  the  produce  of  R.  Rha- 
ponticum, the  secona  of  R.  compactum. 

Homemann  has  analysed  a  rhubarb 
which  he  terms  R.  Rhaponticum.  It  was 
either  French  or  English  rhubarb  (Ckiger 
says  the  latter.)  The  constituents  he 
found  were:^ 

Rhabarbarin  (of  PfaCT)      •  •  •  •   10-156 
Yellow  colouring  matter  (of 

Henry) 2187   . 

Bitter  astringent  extract  •  •  •  •   10*416 

Oxydized  tannin    0-833 

Mucilage 3*542 

Matter  extracted  from  the  fibre 

by  potash  ley 40*208 

Insoluble  residuum    8*542 

Lost  in  the  drying  of  the  root    6*043 

Loss  in  the  analysis 1-447 

Rhaponticin 1*043 

Starch 14-583 


100-000 


The  insoluble  residue  yielded  only  one- 
tenth  of  its  weight  of  ashes,  composed  of 
potash,  lime,  magnesia,  and  alumina. 

The  difference  between  this  and  the 
preceding  analyses  consists  in  the  presence 
of  rhaponticin  and  starch,  in  the  absence 
of  oxalic  acid,  and  in  the  small  quantity 
of  ashes  yielded  by  the  insoluble  resi- 
duum. 


006      MR.  PERRIRA  ON  MATbRIA  MKDICA  AND  THBRAPBUTIC8. 

Chemiitrif  of  rkubarh. — Notwithstanding  deed  Brenj,  a  pfajrsicimn  at  ArpaJoniM- 

the  numerods  experiments  to  which  rhu-  noanced  to  the  ilead(Aiiie  dt  BUtUemt^lM 

harb  has  been  subjected    by  some  very  he  had  obtained  it,  bnt  the  comniMuki 

eminent  chemists,  our  knowledfi^e  of  its  appointed  to  repeat  hia  ezperimcnti  va 

constituents  is  still  exceedingly  imperfect,  unable  to  rerify  his  statements. 
The   most  important  analyses' of  it  which         2.  CoLmHng  mafCer  of  rAuftcrfr.— TV  (•• 

have  been  made  are  those  of  Schnider,  louring  matter  of  rhabarb  is  extiaclrf 

Henry,  Brande,  Homemann,  and  Peretti,  both  by  water  and  alcohol.     ItstJntisMl 

while  Fome  valuable  information  has  been  precisely  the  same  in  ail  the  rarietmsf 

obtained  from   the  researches   of'  Pfaff,  rhubarb,  being  pinKer  in   loine  tbu  ta 

Trommsdorf,  Henderson, Vaudin.Meissner,  others.   Alkalies  (potash,  aoda,  and  imi 

Runge,  Nani,  Caventou,  Carpenter,  and  nia)  gire  it  a  red  colour;   andontbeaddU 

others.  tion  of  an  acid  the  original  tint  is  retton^ 

Some  of  these  chemists  have  employed  and  a  precipitate  pn)duced.  Llifte-waMr 
the  term  rhabarbarin  to  indicate  a  sup.  reddens  and  precipitates  it.  Tbe  aeidi 
posed  peculiar  principle  in  rhubarb;  but  (acetic  excepted)  precipitate  it  from  its  is* 
unfortunately  this  term  has  been  applied  lutions.  Various  metallic  solutions  (■ 
by  different  exi)crimenter8  to  diflerent  sub-  tlie  acetate  of  lead,  protochloride  of  til, 
stanct's,  so  that  great  confusion  has  been  protonitrate  of  mercury,  and  tbe  nitrate  of 
thereby  produced.  Thus  the  rhabarbarin  silver^  also  precipitate  it.  It  is  partially 
of'  P/ajf  is  the  alcoholic  extract  of  rhubarb^  volatilized  bv  heat:  thus,  if  powdeita 
pre]mreil  by  digcitting  the  watery  extract  rhubarb  be  heated  in  a  capsule  over  t 
of  rhubarb  in  rectified  spirit  of  wine.  As  spirit-lamp,  an  odorous  yellow  vapour  it 
might  be  expected  from  its  mode  of  pre-  outained,which  communicatee  a  red  colov 
paration,  it  is  a  mixture  of  various  proxi-  to  a  solution  of  caustic  notaah.  Mr.  Fa- 
mate  principles;  according  to  Home,  raday  has  obsen-ed  that  solutions  of  beiacie 
mann,  of  incrystallizable  sugar  mixed  acid,  and  also  of  the  borates  made  par* 
with  a  calcareous  salt,  extractive,  resin,  posely  acid,  redden  turmeric;  bnt  do  ant 
semi. resin,  and  gallic  acid.  The  same  affect  paper  stained  with  rhubarb.  Geiccr 
authority  also  tells  us  that  the  rhabarltarin  has  proposed  this  as  a  means  of  distia- 
o^' //<  Nrv  (called  by  nome  eaphapirrite)  con-  guishing  rhubarb  which  had  been  dye! 
sistsofa  peculiar  substance,  similar  to  fat,  by  means  of  turmeric;  a  fraud,  I  believe^ 
or  oil,  {rheumin)  infusible  in  boiling  wa-  not  practised  in  this  country, 
ter,  and  which  is  reddened  by  an  alkali;  3.  Auringent  matter  rfrhttbarb.-^nwen- 
of  resin,  and  tannin.  The  r^a^Nirfcurm  of  ral  analyses  of  rhubarb,  tannin  (tannic  acid) 
Caventou  is  a  crystal lizable  yellow  colour-  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  constitnents. 
ing  matter.  These  examples  (which  The  chemical  evidence  of  its  presence  is 
might  be  multiplied)  are  sufficient  to  show  the  action  of  the  ferruginous  salta  and  of 
the  confusion  existing  among  authors,  in  gelatine  on  the  infusion  of  rhubarb.  Tbu 
the  use  of  this  term.  the  peruhloride  and  persulphate  of  iron 

In  speaking  of  the  varieties  of  rhubarb,  strike  a  green  colour  with  the  infosioB  of 

I   have  quoted   three  analyses  made  by  this  root;  while  a  solution   of  gelatine 

Hornemann.     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  sub-  occasions  a  copious    yellowish     pred|ii> 

join  Henry's  analysis  of  China  rhubarb.  tate,  which  is    dissolved    on    the  appli- 

Peculiar  yellow  colouring  matter  (r*u-  !i*L""J^  j!^*V  *•**'    Ki^^^  ^^^[^'""L"^ 

iMirbariti)  ^  an  excess  of  gelatine.    These  effects,  how- 

Fixed  oil  ^^'^^*  ^*^®  ^°  ***^  ^®  depend  on  tiie  ac- 

Supermaiate  lime  ^*""  ^^  ^®  ^^^  J"'*  mentioned,  on  tbe 

Gnm  Csmall  ouantitv)  rhabarbarin  of  Henry ;  but  that  Unnic  acid 

Amvliceous  matter."  jf.  "^""^  present  seems  to  be  highir  proba- 

Oxilale  of  lime  (one-third  of  the  weight  J^^,^?™  the  astringent  taste  of  the  root, 

of  the  root)  »  '  and    from    the    large    quanbty  of  this 

Potash  salt  (a  small  quantity).  ^-^   ''°"?^  ^"   *^\^tl  ^H^  ""^  ^^'4  ?" 

Sulphate  lime  (a  smi^l  quantity).  "»1^»  *V»  S^tl^  "''"^'^nt'  ^""IHV 

Oxide  of  iron  gonum  Bistorta.    Moreover,  the  vegeUble 

]^jj_jQ  *  alkaline    salts    (as   sulphate    of  quinit) 

^  produce    a    precipitate    with    the   infa- 

1.   Odiircm  matter  cf  rhubarb,^On  what  sion  of  rhubarb,  an  effect  which  they  also 

principle  dofs  the  odour  of  rhubarb  de-  produce  with  solutions  of  tannic  acid.    If» 

{)end  ?     Guibourt  says  that  the  taste,  co-  indeed,  rhubarb  do  not  contain  this  acid, 

our,  and  odour,  depend  on  one  principle, —  we  have  yet  to  learn  the  real  characterif- 

namely,  the  rhabarbarin  of  Henry ;  which  tics  of  tannin.    The  red  veins  are  tbe  sett 

statement,  however,  is  not  very  probable,  of  this  presumed  acid,  as  is  shewn  by 

since  the  colour  and  odour  of  this  root  brushing  the  cut  surface  of  a  piece  of 

bear  no  pn>portion  to  each  other  in  the  rhubarb  with   a  weak  solution  of  iron : 

different  varieties.     By  many,  the  presence  the  change  of  colour  occurs  at  these  parts 

of  a  volatile  oil  has  been  suspected.    In-  only. 
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Pvrgaiiv§  principle  of  rhubarb,  —  The  bing^  these  films  between   two  plates  of 

_           live  property  of  rhubarb  has  been  glass.    By  incinerating  rhubarb  root  the 

aacccsaively  ascribed  to  extractive,  to  resin,  oxalate  is  decomposed,  and  converted  into 

to  the  colouring  matter,  and  to  a  peculiar  carbonate  of  lime.     Chinese  is  said  toeon- 

^regetable  alkali.    Further  evidence,  how-  tain  more  of  the  oxalate  than  the  East 

mwmr,  is  required  before  we  can  admit  any  Indian  rhubarb,  though  the  quantity  varies 

:  cne  of  these  statements.    The  phenomena  in    different   specimens    of    each    kind. 

I  aC  the  action  of  iodine  on  an  infusion  For  the  most  part  English  rhubarb  con- 

I  of  rhobarb,  presently  to  be  mentioned,  are  tains  but  little    of  this   salt,  though   I 

r.Mrtminly  in  favour' of  the  presence  of  a  have  occasionally  met  with  specimens  pos- 

1* basic    principle.      Whatever  may  be  its  sessing  it  in  abundance.    In  the  labora- 

I  yreeiae  chemical  nature,  it  seems,  as  met  tory    we    are    unable   to    produce    this 

iiVith  in  rhubarb,  to  be  soluble  in  water,  salt  in   a  crystallized   form;    in   plants, 

,  alcohol,  and  aether,  since  all  these  liquids  however,  it  is  very  common  in  this  state. 

acquire  purgative  properties  by  digestion  Its  crystallization  is  here  pmbably  pro- 

with  this  root  duced  by  the  slowness  with  which  its  con- 

&  Fued  oi/.— A  bland  fixed  oil,  in  very  stituents  are  allowed  to  come  together. 

.  mall  quantity,  is  said  to  exist  in  rhubarb.  I  do  not    think    it    necessary    to    in- 

It  becomes  rancid  by  heat,  and  is  soluble  dividualize  the  other  constituents  of  rhn- 

ia  both  alcohol  and  aether.  barb. 

6u  Cum — Starch  —  Sugar, —  Gum,  starch,  Phydological  effects :  (a.)  In  anall  dmet. — 

aod,  according  to  Meissner,  sugar,  exist  Taken  in  small  duses,  as  from  four  to  eight 

ia  rhubarb.    If  a  solution  of  iodine,  or  grains,  rhubarb  acts  as  an  astringent  tonic, 

of   ioduretted    iodide   of  potassium,    be  its  action  as  such    being  principally  or 

added  to  a  decoction  of  Russian,  East  In-  wholly  confined  to  the  digestive  organs : 

dian,  or  Dutch-trimmed  rhubarb,  a  green,  thus  in  debilitated   conditions   of  these 

iah^blue  colour  is  immediately  produced,  parts  it  promotes  the  appetite,  assists  the 

■After  a  little  time  this  colour  disappears,  digestive  process,  and  improves  the  condi- 

the  original  tint  of  the  decoction  return-  tion   of  the  mucous  secretions.      (6.)  In 

log;  and  no  free  iodine  can  be  detected  by  larger  doset,  as  from  a  scruple  to  a  drachm, 

the  addition  of  starch.    Hence  it  would  it  operates  as    a  purgative,  slowly  and 

appear  that  the  iodine  must  enter  into  mildly,  though    sometimes  with  a  little 

•ome  new  combination  with  a  basic  sub-  griping.     It  never  inflames  the  mucous 

•tancc,  forming  probably  an  iodide,  and  membrane  of   the  alimentary  canal,  as 

perhaps  also  an  iodate.      This  is  appa-  jalap,  scammony,    colocynth,  and  other 

reatly  proved  by  the  fact,  that  the  addi-  drastic  cathartics  do.     Constipation  usu- 

tioa  of  nitric  acid  restores  the  greenish-  ally  follows  its  purgative  effect,  and  which 

Mac  ting^  of  the  solution.  is  referred  to  its  astringent  principle ;  but 

If  a  solution  of  iodine  be  added  to  an  the  name  effect  is  commonly  observed  after 

infualoD  of  English  rhubarb,  an   intense  the  employment  of  other  purgatives.     In 

Mac  iodide  of  starch  is  formed,  which  does  febrile  complaints  and  inflammatory  dis- 

not  tptally  disappear  by  standing;  so  that  eases  (as  peripneumony),  it  is  said  to  ac- 

it  would  appear  there  is  less  of  the  basic  celerate  the  pulse,  and  increase  the  heat 

aabatance  in  this  variety  than  in  the  Rus»  of  the  body,  and,  therefore,  in  such  cases, 

aian  and  Chinese  kinds.  is  considered  objectionable. 

^Grciger  says  that  the  tincture  of  iodine  Modus  operandi.-^The  colouring  and  pur- 

prodnccs,  with  the  powder  of  Russian  rhu-  gative  principles  of  rhubarb  become  ab- 

barb  a  dark  green  colour;   with  that  of  sorbed.      Tiedemann  and  Gmelin  found 

Chinese  rhubarb  a   brown  (not   a  dark  the  colouring  matter  in  the  blood  of  the 

gtteUf  except  in  a  few  instances) ;  with  mesenteric,  splenic,  and  portal   veins  of 

Uiat  of  English  rhubarb  a  dark-green,  as  dogs,  to  whom  this  root  had  been  admini- 

ia    the    Russian    kind ;    with     that    of  stered.    In  the  urine  the  colouring  mat- 

Ffiench  rhnbarb  a  blue.     I  have  several  ter  of  rhubarb  may  frequently  be  detected 

timet    repeated    these    experiments,    but  by  the  high  tint  of  this  secretion,  and  by 

have  never  been  able  to  obtain  the  above-  the  red  colour  produced  by  the  addition  of 

mentioned  distinction  between  the  Rns-  potash,  which  would  thereby  distinguish 

aian  and  Chinese  kind*.  the  colouring  matter  of  rhubarb  from  that 

7.  OialaU  tf  lime. — The  large  quantity  of  the  bile.     It  does  not  appear,  however, 

of  oxalate  of  lime  found  in  Asiatic  rhubarb  to  affect  the  quantity  of  urine  secreted. 

ia  a  remarkable  circumstance.    It  exists  That  the  purgative  principle  of  rhubarb 

in  the  white  veins  of  the  root,  and,  as  al-  is  also  absorbed,  is  shewn  by  the  purgative 

leady  mentioned,  according  to  Raspail,  is  quality  of  the  milk  of  nurses  to  whom  this 

fonoed  in  the  interstices  of  the  elongated  Twti  has  been  administered. 

cellsw    The  crystals  of  this  salt  may  be  Rhnbarb  has  for  a  very  long  period  been 

noognised  by  the  grittiness  of  rhubarb  considered  to  possess  a  specific  influence 

when  chewed,  b?  a  microscopic  cxamina-  over  the  liver,  to  promote  the  secretion  of 

tion  of  boiled  films  of  the  root,  or  by  rab«  bile,  and  to  be  useful  in  jaundice.    Dt, 
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C'uil*^  ■'kV^.  h«  cann^it  find  anj  f«>nndation 
for  iLii  rtjiiniia  ciih.-r  in  ibeirr  '^r  prac- 
tice-. It  vri'TD^  t-*  hare  ari«<ii  enti/elv 
frorn  the  ab-urd  d'Krtrine  of  «!7naturc^. 

(JbMrrvatiun  d^jcs  not  »upTi(rt  tbe  opi- 
iii<«ii  ar  or.e  time  entertained,  that  rljubarb 
aci<:d  as  a  tonic  t'l  ihe  «y&tem  ?enerallT. 

I.'s.. —  I.  .]ta  i-H'j^riii.  As  an  ordioarr 
jiur^fatift.rhuburb  is  c<»n*ideri'l  •»bji<:ii<tn- 
abl<.,  on  accoii.'it  of  the  constipati'm  which 
fol  lo w  •  i t«  p u rea I  i  re  i- ffect  1 1  i «  w d I  adapt- 
efl,  li«»werr:r,  Xt  tho^e  fi>nns  of  diarrhrra  in 
wliit-h  wjinf*  irritating  matter  i«  «ti}l  con- 
taine«J  in  the  bowcI«i  it  first  eracnates 
thi«,  and  afterward •<  acts  as  an  a«trin- 
Keni.  Dr.  Cullen  has  j mil*  oIiMfrrtd,  that 
**iij  many  cases  of  diarrhri*a  no  further 
evacuation  than  what  is  occa«ione<l  bv  the 
dioeaM;  \s  necessary  or  proper,  and,  there- 
fore, the  rul:;ar  practice  of  einployinij^ 
rliiiburb  in  every  ca«ie  of  this  diiicase,  ap- 
]M-ars  to  me  to  be  very  injudicious." 

As  an  infant>  piir^^atire,  rhubarb  is  de- 
hen  edly  celehratcil.  It  is  well  adapted  to 
a  variety  of  cmn plaints  but  is  especially 
M!rric«-ahle  in  mesenteric  affections, and  in 
those  cases  accompanied  by  an  enlarged 
belly. 

Sulphate  of  potash  is  a  rery  useful 
adjunct  t(»  rhubarb  incasesof  diarrl:rr:i  in 
adults.  For  childn'u,  ihuharh  is  usuully 
combined  with  niuKuesia  or  chalk;  and 
when  the  object  is  to  ])roniote  the  secre- 
tions ^eiieraily  and  jtroduce  an  alterutirc 
f 'fleet,  the  hijthii^;^tfnim  cum  cretd  is  frv- 
ipiently  conjoined. 

2.  J»  a  thuiutrhic  nmi  tonic.  In  tlio^e 
forms  or  dy«)u*psia  depend in^^  on  n  dibili- 
tat('<l  condition  or  the  digestive  or^^mm, 
rhuhiirb  in  small  dosrs  is  ^iven  with  ^reat 
iR-nciit. 

:).  /U  a  rennifiii^c.  It  has  also  been  cm- 
pluyed  UKftinxt  viorms. 

1.  l.ihrhal  U",'.  Aiihrrt  has  used  rliu- 
hari)  by  way  of  friction,  with  saliva  or  w  ith 
Inrd,  ou  the  abditincn  I  Ionic  used  it  to 
.sliniulate  indolent  ulcers. 

lluntvi  .Ic'ffj-fi. 

As  tin*  liuves  <tf  Kunu'x  A<*i'tnsa  are 
o/liciunl  suhstsint'C*',  we  must  nut  {-ass  u\er 
this  plant,  lhoui>:h  it  is  very  nirely  em- 
pliiycd  in  nu-dicini'. 

Cotnin.nt  MUiii  is  u  well-kuown  inrtii^e- 
noiis  vrt;i-tub](\  heliuii(in^  to  eluss  ilnnn. 
til  ill,  orilrr  'l'i>;:'in'"  of  the  Liiiiirau  iir- 
ran^cnii'Ut.  lis  flnwcrs  are  diii'einiis,  and 
arc  touiposed  of  a  si\])artrd  eulyx.  the 
se]ials  brin>;  ))ernmni'nt  and  tubereulated; 
si\  slnuiinn  ;  three  n-lloxed  styles,  with 
three  eut  stimulus.  The  fruit  is  a  nut, 
Willi  three  shar)>  angles  :  thf  eiuhr\o  isnn 
t»ue  siili-  ;  the  raihele  sn|'irinr.  The 
hail  s  are  (iltloui;  and  armw  sliapid. 

Siirrel  K-a\i-s  hii\i'  an  n:;i'ei-ahle  atiil, 
sliKJitly  astringent  taste,  uiul  contain  the 
hinuxulutc  vf  pulO"'  *Tic  ueid,  >^" 


cilarr,  and  ferula:    monBorer,  the 
oiloar  vhicli  the  leares  produce  vith< 
tion»  of  iron,  ibows  the  presence  of  I 
acid. 

In  some  countries  s«trrel  is  eatea  v  i 
salad.     It  acts  ns  a  refricerant  and  £il 
retic. '  A  decoction  of  I  he  Icares  csaykl 
employed  in  the  form  uf  a  whey,  w  t  ea^- 
in7  iind  ple«.«ant  drink  in  febrile aadi^l 
flammatury  disease*.       I^nc^ier  bat 
irestcd  that  tbe  nse  of  aliments  contiiu^l 
oxalic  aciJ,  as  scimcl,   mar,   under  fc«| 
cireum«trnce9,  sri^e  ris«  to  the  prodacM] 
of  calculi  of  oxalate  of  lime. 

ni^tnrt  (Bistorta, — bi»  trrta  tnrice  ta'itfi4 
or  wreathed)  is  an  indigenous  pint, 
belonging   to    the   class    Oieiatuirim,  oAr 

Trifivnia. 

Lotanit. — It  is  about  a  foot  and  a  bilf 
high.  Its  root  i«  large,  turtuoas,  ui 
rery  astringent;  its  stem  is  simple, bor- 
ing* one  cluster  ;  the  leares  are  oratt. 
waved— the  radicle  ones  tapering  into  i 
footstalk ;  flowers  arranged  in  spike< 
clusters,  and  composed  of  a  monophrw)!*. 
divided  petaloid  stigma ;  eight  sianiaa. 
and  three  styles.  Tbe  fruit  is  a  triqaetiw 
nut. 

Properties,  —  The  root  is  twice  bcai 
on  itself ;  is  rugous  and  brown  ntrr- 
nally,  reddish  iutcrnallj,  almost  inodo- 
rous, and  of  an  austere  and  strttsglv 
astringent  taste.  It  is  very  rich  in  taaaic 
acid,  as  is  shown  by  the  blueisb -black 
preei])itatc  with  the  ferruginous  salts  aod 
the  tannatc  of  gelatine  formed  wiib  i 
Ktdution  of  isinglass.  This  ru<»t  ci>d- 
tains  also  a  considerable  quantity  of 
starch,  and,  according  to  i>cheele,  oxalate 
of  lime. 

I'jf'nis.  —  Its  loctil  action  is  that  oft 
jiowerful  astringt^nt,  depending  on  thr 
tannic  ueid  ;  its  rt^mote  action  is  that  of  s 
tonie.  The  quantity  of  starch  it  c«intch» 
renders  it  nutritive;  and  in  Siberia  it  is 
eni](!i»yed  as  an  aliment  after  having  bcea 
roasted. 

A  deeoetion  of  bistort  may  be  employed 
as  an  injection  in  leucorrhora  and  gleet; 
n*(  a  ^nixle  in  spcmgy  gums  and  relaxed 
sure  throat ;  and  as  a  lotion  to  ulcers  at- 
tend, d  with  exec  slvc  discharge. 

Interinilly  it  has  lH*en  employed,  com- 
bined with  gentian,  in  inliTmittents.  It 
mav  a  1st  I  he  used  in  passive  hemorrhages 
and  diarrhfua. 

CoccoJoba  urijera. 
The  Sill-side  grape  is  a  middle-sized  tree, 
gn>wing  in  the  West  Indies,  and  belong- 
ing to  the  class  Octandria,  order  A/oik^^w 
ill  the  I.inuiau  arrangement.  Its  bark  if 
of  an  ustrini^ent  nature,  and  from  it  ii 
said  t>i  he  obtained  nn  extract  at  one  time 
inti'odu(H.'d  into  medicine  as  Jammiaa  Jknw. 
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ON  THE  cal.    But  he  soon  finds  that  there  is 

IV    ANH    PRAPTTPF    OP  wucb  morc  in  the  manner  of  usingr  per- 

lY    AND    PRACTICE    OF  cussion  than  be  has  been  led  to  expect. 

PERCUSSION  It  is  a  long  lesson  of  experience,  and 

AS  A  there  are  very  few  who  have  patience 

^ni?  Of  riTAriMrkOfo  **"^  perseverance  to  learn  it.     The  ma- 

)DE  OF  DIAGNOSIS.  j^^j^^  ^^  ^y^^   ^.y^^  j„  attempt  it  are 

content  to  go  only  so  far  as  the  results 

seem  obvious  and  easily  obtained,  and 

ditar  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  leave  a  great  number  of  cases  but  little 

elucidated  by  this  method  of  diagnosis. 
But  the  difficulties  of  percussion,  and 

t  number  of  your  journal  there  the  anomalies  of  its  results,  do  not  occur 

nunication  from  my  friend  Dr.  only    to     students     in     the     practice, 

ing,  describing  the  results  of  Puzzling  and  deceptive  cases  sometimes 

perimentson  percussion  which  present  themselves   to   the   most  expe- 

;rs  to  be  opposed  to  my  views  rienced  ;  and  Laennec  himself  was  con- 

ibject,  as  tney  are  reported  in  strained  to  confess   that   he  sometimes 

;t,   from   a  communication    I  met  with  chests  which  sounded  badly, 

ne   time   since   to   the   West-  although  the  parietes  were  thin,  the  re- 

ledical  Society.     I  have  rea-  spiration    perfect, — and    he    could   not 

ieve  that  my  ingenious  friend  assign  a  cause  for  the  defective  sound, 

to  differ  with  me  when  my  The  deficient  resonance  of  the  chest  in 

placed  before  him  in  a  clearer  certain  cases  of  spasmodic  asthma,  was 

lan  that  of  the  report  in  ques-  also  to  biro  a  matter  of  obscurity, 

as  I  venture  to  suppose  that  The    great    aid     which    M.    Piorry 

not  be  unacceptable  to  some  brought  to  the  practice  of  percussion,  in 

•aders,  I  solicit  a   few  of  your  employing  a  pleximeter  or  perciistion- 

be  medium  of  communication,  plate^  diminishes  greatly  the  difficulties 

contains  the  substance  of  the  of  percussion,  by  affording  a  uniformity 

ns  which  I  made  to  the  West-  and  firmness  of  surface,  which  the  natu- 

[edical  Society,  and  in  a  note  ral  parietes  of  the  chest  do  not  present ; 

vill  advert  to  the  objections  of  &nd    this    mediate    percussion    with   a 

linning. — I  am,  sir,  pleximeter,  or  what  generally  answers 

Vour  obedient  servant,  as  well,  with  one  or  more  fingers  of  the 

Chas.  J.  B.  Williams.  lefl  hand,  is  the  method  now  usually 

•Street,  adonted.     But  even  this  improved  roe- 

Ifi87.  thod  is  not  without  its  difficulties  ;  and 

I  continually  find  not  only  students,  but 
lass  of  physical  signs  which  practitioners  experienced  in  the  art,  ob- 
tained by  attending  ^to  the  cha.  tain  diflTerent  results  on  percussing  the 
he  sound  which  different  parts  same  subjects ;  nay,  I  have  seen  a  very 
yield  on  being  struck,  might  shrewd' auscultator  perplexed  at  finding 
first  consideration,  so  simple  the  same  spot  of  the  chest  at  one 
iture,  and  so  obvious  in  their  moment  give  a  dull  sound,  and  at  the 
production,  as  to  need  very  next  a  pretty  clear  one,  notwithstanding 
ntion  to  enable  us  to  under-  the  unial  precautions  were  taken  to  ob- 
D,and  but  slight  experience  to  tain  a  uniformity  of  result  The  same 
to  practise  them.  But  when  difficulties  having  frequently  occurred 
It  first  applies  this  knowledge  to  myself,  I  was  some  time  ago  led  to 
J, — when  he  tries  to  elicit  from  study  the  acoustic  principle  of  percus- 
and  abdomen  the  respective  sion'more  fully  than  bad  hitherto  been 
It  are  described  to  characterize  done  ;  and  I  now  proceed  to  state  some 
;nt  regions,— he  is  generally  of  the  views  and  practical  conclusions  to 
ted  with  the  obscurity  of  the  which  this  study  has  led  me. 
(Je  sees  the  experienced  aus.  The  deep  or  hollow  sound  which  the 
xhibit  striking  contrasts  of  surface  of  a  healthy  chest  yields  on  be- 
llustrations^  of  tbe  phenomena,  ing  struck,  has  been  in  a  general  way 
pects  in  his  own  attempts  to  vaguely  referred  to  the  air  contained  in 
alts  as  obvious  and  unequivo-  tbe  lungs  within  it.  Laennec  con- 
IX.  2  R 
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tented  himself  with  Uiis  view,  without  efTort  be  at  the  same  time  made, 

tracings  more  accurately  the  nature  of  the  cheat  gi^es  the  same  sound  wbellNr 

the  process.     Piorry  and   Forbes,  who  the  g^lottis  be  shut  or  open. 

have  written  since  more  fullj  on  the  3.  The  sonorous  vibrations  of  ureot- 

subject  of  percussion,  |^ive  rather  the  tained  in  cavities  ma^  be  of  two  Inaik 

parallel  phenomena  of  inanimate  ob-  One  depends  on  anj  impulse  commini- 

jects,  than  anj  exact  analysis  of  the  cated  to  the  mouth  of  the  cavity,  aW 

sounds  in  question.    The  latter  writer,  resisted  by  the  body  of  air  within,  id* 

where  he  is  more  precise,  seems  to  im-  ing  in  the  manner  of  a  bottle,  or  of  a 

ply  that  the  vibrations  of  the  air  diffused  tube  closed  at  one  end.     This  reqoim 

through  the  lungf  produce  the  sound  so  that  the    cavity   should    oommonicste 

remarkable  for  its  hollo wness,  and  that  with  the  external  air,  which  we  ban 

liquid  or  solid  effusions  prevent  this  air  seen  is  not  nccessanr  to  the  peclsnl 

from  receiving  these  viorations.      We  sound.    The  second  kind  of  soond  |ip^ 

must  complete  the  elements  of  this  view  duced  in  air-filled  cavities,  is  tkatrfr* 

before  we  can  test  its  accordance  with  suiting  from  the  successive  reflectioM 

the  phenomena  observed.  of  any  sonorous  impulse  from  side  lo  nde 

It  is  well  known  that  different  bodies  of  the  cavity ;  which  reflections beeom- 

y ield  different  sounds  when  struck ;  and  ing  re&^ular  vibrations,  constitute  a  aoud 

It  is  supposed   that  as  hollow  bodies  of  a  determinate  character.     This  eoa* 

yield  the  loudest  sound,  this  must  pro-  stitutes   the   prolonged    reverberatioai 

cecd  from  the  vibrations  of  the  air  with-  heard  inem^ty  casks,  the  tinkling  ecbs 

in  them.    Solid  bodies,  and  those  con-  of  the  interior  of  bottles,    cups,  jce., 

taining  liquids,  on  the  other  hand,  give  the  nhenomena  of  metallic  tinkling  aad 

dull  sounds,  from  being  destitute  of  air.  ampnoric  resonance  heard    in  variov 

So,  it  is  suppo^d,  the  chest  will  yield  a  smooth  air-iilled  cavities  of  the  aninal 

sound  loud  m  proportion  to  the  quantity  body  *,    But  this  cannot  constitute  ike 

of  air  contained  within  it,  this  air  being  sound   of  pectoral  percussion  ;  for  in  a 

the    mobt  sonorous  body.      Now    this  cavity  of  the  size  of  the  ehest,  instead 

view,  which,  as  far  as  vague  expressions  of  being  drum-like,  it  would  be  tinkliag, 

can  be  interpreted,  is  (he  one  generally  as  it  actually    is    in    pneumo-thorax. 

received,  I  conceive  to  be  opposed  by  Further,  the  pulmonary  tissue,  as  it  pie- 

the  following  considerations.  vcnl^  the  transmission  of  the  voice  mm 

1 .  ir  the  sound  obtained  on  striking  the  bronchi  to  the  surface,  except  at 
the  chest  depended  on  the  vibrations  of  points  where  these  are  quite  superficial, 
the  air  within,  it  should  be  deepened  in  so  much  more  completely  will  it  prevent 
tone  by  increasing  the  volume  of  that  the  transmission  and  reflection  of  sono- 
air,  and  raised  by  diminishing  it;  just  rous  vibrations  to-and-fro,  across  die 
as  the  note  given  by  any  hollow  vessel  whole  interior  of  the  chest. 

when  struck  will  be  deep  in  proportion  The  last  argument  will  be,  to  those 

to  the  size  of  its  interior*.   Now  chang-  who  are  really  familiar  with  the  laws  of 

ing  the  quantity  of  air  in  the  chest  by  acoustics,  quite  conclusive  against  the 

acts  of  respiration  does  not  in  this  man-  notion  that  the  air  in  the  cnest  is  the 

ncr  alter  tne  sound  of  pereussion :  slight  seat  of  the  sound  elicited  by  pereussioD. 

changes  produce  no  difference ;   and  a  There  is,  in  truth,  no  air-filled  cavity, 

very  full  inspiration,  instead  of  deepen-  but  a  heterogeneous  sponge,  eminently 

ing  the  sound,  actually  raises  its  tone  calculated  to  arrest  the  vibrations  of  air, 

in  a  very  perceptible  degree.  and  which  does  more  or  less  completely 

2.  If  the  sound  of  striking  the  chest  intereept  those  of  the  voice  from  being 
originated  in  the  air  within  it,  it  should  transmitted  to  the  parietes  of  the  chest 
be  greatly  changed  by  closing  the  glot-  To  consider  the  air  m  the  lungs  to  be  the 
tis ;  for  the  sound  given  by  a  hollow  seat  of  sound  of  percussion  of  the  chest, 
vessel,  or  India  rubber  bottle  with  its  is  about  as  reasonable  as  to  suppose  that 
mouth  closed,  is  totally  different  from 

that   which    it  yields   with    its   mouth  ♦  TbU  ilnkling  resonance  I.  interwiliif,  •■  It 

open.       Now,    provided    no    respiratory  glv«*  rise  to  aereral  iostrnctlTe  phmoBCBB  of 

I [ aiiRcaUaUon.    It  maj  be  lllmtratcd  by  boUUic 

"~~          '    '     '    "1                 ;                           "  the  moutli  of  an  India  rubber  boiUc  to  the  car, 

A  convenient  object  for  llloatrattiig  this  is  and  striking  tbe  side  of  the  botUe :  eacb  atrake 

*r »-  J^l*  rubber  bottie :  when  its  cavity  la  dimi-  U  attended,   or  rather  followed,  by  a  metallic 

nlshed  by  compressing  Us  sides,  the  note  frhicb  clink.— See  Pathology  and  DUurnoala  of  DIaeaMt 

It  >  ielda  Mill  be  raised  In  proportion.  of  tbe  Chest,  3d  edit!  p.  1 15.  "^'*"  "*  i#»caaes 
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a  flute  or  a  pan-pipe  would  jicid  its  also  check   tlie  vibrations,  so  that  the 

tones  when  filled  witL  wool.  saund  yielded  will  be  merely  a  short  dead 

It  being  thus  proved  that  the  air  in  tap  *.     In  pncuroo-thorax,  where   the 

tbe  lun^  is  not  the  seat  of  the  sound  chest  contains  air  instead  of  lung",  the 

elicited   on   striking  the  chest,  we  arc  parietcs   approach  more  nearly  to   tbe 

driven  to  the  supposition  that  the  solids  condition  or  the  parchment  of  a  drum, 

are  the  essential  seat  of  the  vibrations,  and  give,whenstruck,a  sound  unusually 
and  that  they  derive  the  character  of  clear.  In  this  sound  we  may  ufleu 
their  vibrations  from  their  own  degree  of   perceive  a   hollow   or  metallic  charac- 

tension,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  re-  ter  (**  stomaral"  of   Piorry),    which    is 

sistance  ofTered  to  them  by  the  adjoin-  not  present   in   the   pulmonary  sound. 

iDg,    and     especially     the     subjacent,  This  character  truly   does   depend   on 

Jiarts.  This  is  the  view  which  1  have  the  vibrations  of  the  air  contained  in 
or  some  years  adopted,  and  the  follow-  the  cavity,  which  here  presents  a  con- 
ing remarks  will,  f  trust,  illustrate  its  dition  that  we  have  proved  to  be  want- 
correspondence  with  the  phenomena,  ing  in  the  pulmonary  tissue.  The  same 
and  show  how  it  will  matenally  aid  us  character  will  be  found  in  tbe  sound 
in  the  practice  of  percussion.  obtained  on  percussion  of  the  region  of 
The  bony  frame  of  the  thorax,  bound  the  stomach,  ccecum,  and  other  parts 
together  by  elastic  cartila<ifes  and  liga-  of  the  intestines,  which  also  present  the 
meats,  its  interstices  filled  up  by  the  condition  of  a  cavity  in  which  air 
tntereostal  muscles,  and  its  whole  in-  vibrates,  and  adds  its  note  to  that  of 
tenor  lined  tensely  by  tbe  costal  pleura,  the  walls  percussed. 
constitDtes  an   elastic    box    or    drum,      ^ ^ 

any  part  of  which  may  be  readily  ^  -^  _.  ..  ,  ,„  ,  ,.,,.,  ,  „ 
«lJL.5^  :«*^     ^^                'if   *•!.•'•  ^f'  Clendlnninsr  will  percelre  that  this  view 

thrown  mto  sonorous  vibrations  by   an  J.  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  re«alt«  of  hla 

impulse  applied  to  its  surface.      There  experfmenU.     The  soand  ohUlned  on  directly 

.re.    however,   «,perimposcd    on    this  Vr£:,\lS::^''i^\Zt%tVinu::^'Ji'Si'« 

frarae-work,    at    certain     parts,  various  communicates  to  the  Tibratlona  of  the  thoracic 

muscles,  the  scapuloe  and  the  mammary  T*^**  I  .****  *"°?  ''*"  ^^3}^  ■  5°!?°**.  5^  .****  7***"' 

Sl.«^<.  .    -«-i     fu^    :^«^^..«.^»*-     „ 'aL  tlon  of  its  membranes  dlitended  with  air ;  but  aa 

lands;    and     the    integuments,    with  the  dUtenalon  is  imperfect  unlesa  wme  preasure 

leir  fatty    and    cellular  tissues,  cover  he  used,  the  sound  will  be  weak  and  short  in 

the  whole  exterior.    The  effect  of  these  SS'.'Slrur.'?pSS  liXnnlU'S"!!:,!^!^: 

18     to   deaden    in    various    degrees  the  So   ltkewi«e  the  liver,  as  it  render*  Mhort  and 

sound  produced  on  percussion  ;  and  they  "hrupt  the  TibraUons  of  the  walls  of  the  cheat 

Ja*!.:^  lv«v«k  u^^iw^tJm^..^^*:^^  ^.^A  A^^A^jf  'n  contact  with  it,  will,  when  directly  struck, 

do  tbis  both  by  intercepting  and  deaden-  yiew  it,  own  dead  sound.  consUting  of  the  same 

mg  tbe  stroke,  and  also  by  their  loose  unrepeatingvibfatlooa.    Mf  won  by  friend  scepis 

mass  muffling  the  vibrations.     It  is  by  f«  *~p*^^"?*' fJ^^r^'P^i*^,?^  Jj^*^*  noparUcu- 

.    .       .         ^1    ^         A.   •             ^^^^       '    M.     ^  lar  sound  should  be  yielded  by  the  naked  lung  or 

bnnging  these  soli  meaualities  into  a  Uverj  but  if  this  were  a  deduction  f^m  it,  how 

firm    equally    tense  surface,   on  which  ^^^  ^  suppose  these  organs  to  change  theTlbra- 

•;^kM.no.;<««  Jw...  k«  Aa*^A«.,..ll.r  *^m»^*\t,^A  tlons  of  the  walls  of  the  chest}    It  Is  by  their 

percussion  can  be  effectually  practised,  elasticity  that  bodies  ylbratei   and  this  Motion. 

that  M.  Piorry  S  pleximeter proves  chiefly  if  sufficiently  rapid,  is  propagated  to  our  ears  as 

useful ;   and  by  means  of  it,  or  of  the  "^S^J  ,  '*  ,]5  ^'»'"  •""•  *»,"*"iy  **'  •'Vi**'**^* 

c                 rAi.rA.1.      A          i*jr      ^i_  which,  in  different  l>oales  placed  In  contact,  mo- 

tingers  ot  the  left  hand  applied  for  the  diflea  the  motions,  and  consequently  the  sounds. 

same  end,  any  part  of  the  walls  of  the  of  any  one  of  these  bodies.     Sound  is  resisted 

chest  may  be  brought  to  .uch  a  desrree  T^ ;.S5J.«  ","« to'Ull  »SI«  " 

of  tension,   as   when  struck  to     vibrate  property   which    modifies    sound    of  adjoining 

according  to  the  nature  of  the  substance  ^'••» »/  "  *>«  cnpthie  of  producing  anv  sound, 

I..-  i.  f-       I .»    •.       T  r   r  -     -.   —-^1  ''^11  prodace  sound  of  tbe  quality  which  It  com- 

Whtck  lies  (teneath  tt.     If,  lor  example,  monlcates  to  the  sound  of  the  adjoining  bodiea. 

that  substance  b  the  air-filled  tissue  of  Thenakedlanga,therefore,  and  the  liver,  if  they 

the  long,  it  offers  such  a  yielding  but  ^.'^KJic^J  ^iSS'XE'.h?,  »mrnn.SU 

elastic  resistance  as  gives  the  part  struck  to  the  stroke  on  the  waUs of  the  chest.  This expla* 

a  freedom  and  length  of  vibration;  the  n*tlon  may  seem  unnecessarily  minute;  and  it  may 

>»...^  ^\:^4^A  :-  *u  JL.Av-«  ^1^...  ^^A  *!«*«  anfflce  to  most  readers  that  I  remind  Dr.  Clendin- 

sound  elicited  is  therefore  clear  and  deep-  n,„j  ^^^^  j  ^^  „ot  deny  to  the  solids  the  power  to 

toned.      If  the  substance  under  the  point  £!▼«  sound  on  percussion,  but  I  deny  it  to  the  air 

^ck  U  wlid  a. .d  contain,  no  a.r   m  LdHrSvfe.Lr..'.*'^^nB''[o''w'."n! 

the  liver,  the  vibrations  being  abruptly  esUblUhed  laws,  produce  such  a  sound  as  that 

resisted,    the    sound    has    no    depth    or  resulting  from  percussion  on  the  chest.    Tbe  air, 

^^«*:....>«.««    k..*  :.  <l..ll  «i  «■«#       1  f  •  l»y  modifying  the  condition  of  the  aolids.  altera 

eontinoance,  bot  is  dull  or  mat.      II  a  ^i^^^  rounds,  but  by  percuaaion  glvea  no  sound  of 

body  of  liquid  be  undemeatby  this  will  its  own. 
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We  now  see  that  the  air-filled  struc-  is  hig-her  in  tone  tban  nsoal :  die  a- 

ture  of  the  lung  is  not  the  only  condi-  panded  parietes  are  thea  broaf^fattat 

tion  requisite  to  render  the  pectoral  re-  greater  degree  of  tension,  vibrate  man 

sonance    deep    and    clear  ;    a    certain  quicklj,  and  therefore   yield  a  higher 

elastic  tension  of  the  walls  of  the  chest,  note.     A  forcible  expiration  has  a  siai- 

at  the  point  struck,  is  also  indispensa-  lar  effect,  with  this  additioo,  that  thert 

ble,   inasmuch   as  these  walls  are  the  is  a  diminution  of  that  elastic  mateiial 

essential  seat  of  the  sound.    The  ano-  within,  which  resists  like  a  spring  the 

malous  cases,  adverted  to  by  Laennec,  stroke  of  percussion   on   the   exteiior. 

of  hadly-sounding    chests,   where   the  Emphysema  of  the   lung*,  when  it  n 

lungs  are  healthy,  are  referable  to  a  de-  sufficient  to  give  to  parts  of  the  diat 

feet  of  this  latter  condition — elasticity  of  that  rounded  convex  form  which  it  M 

the  walls.     In  a  few  cases  a  peculiar  remarkable  in  the  extensive  donees  of 

laxity  of  these  walls  causes  the  defect  this  affection,  has  an  effect  on  the  per- 

of  resonance;  but  the  commoner  cause  cussionary  resonance  similar  to  that  of 

is  a  drawing  in  of  these  walls  from  cer-  a  full  inspiration ;  it  renders  the  sonad 

tain  conditions  of  the  interior.     Con-  louder,  but  higher  in  key,  the  distended 

tractile  pleurisies,  by  leaving  adhesions,  lung  resisting  with  a  stronger  spriag 

the  constant  tendency  of  which  is  to  than  usual  the  impulse  of  the  parietes. 
shorten,  draw   in    the  parietes  of  the        But  the  most  important  applicationof 

chest,  so  as  to  destroy  that  ec^uality  of  this  view  is  to  guiae  us  in  regard  to  the 

tension  which  fits  them  for  vibration  ;  mode  in  which  percussion  is  to  be  per- 

and   consequently  chests  thus  affected  formed,  in  order  to  make  its  resalts  be* 

rarely  recover  their  original  resonance,  speak   the    condition    of   the    internal 

Another  cause,  which  is  rarer,  and  may  parts.     The  first  precaution   to  be  oh- 

be  only  temporary,  is  spasmodic  asthma,  served  is,  that  the  spot  perciUDied  slnH 

In  this  affection  the  bronchial  muscles  be  in  such  a  state  of  tension  that  it  may 

are  permanently  contracted,  so  as  to  di-  vibrate ;  and  if  this  be  not  the  natand 

minish  the  size  of  the  whole  lung,  and  condition  of  the  part,  a  degree  of  prft- 

the  walls  of  the  chest  are  kept  under  sure,  with  the  finger  or  pleximeter,  w3l 

the  constant  influence  of  unequal  atnio-  give  this  condition  to  it.     With  regard 

spheric  pressure,  either  from  without  or  to  the  stroke  of  percussion,  I  need  not 

fnim  within,  which  much  impairs  the  repeat  the  usual  rules,  that  it  shoald  be 

freedom  of  their  vibrations.    In  all  these  made  perpendicularly  to    the   surface, 

cases  mediate  percussion  on  a  plexime-  and  on  corresponding  points  on  con- 

ter,  or  on  the  fingers  pressed  nrmly  to  paring  the  two  sides,  ^c. ;  but  there  is 

the  chest,   will   often  obtain   a  pretty  one  particular  in  the  practice  of  percos- 

clear  sound ;  and  this  it  obviously  cf>  sion  that  deserves  more  notice  than  it 

fects    by  the  pressure    exceeciing  the  has  received ;   1  mean  the  forct  of  th 

force  draiving  from  within,  and  by  thus  stroke. 

restoring  in  a  measure  the  balance  of       According    as    the   chest    is    struck 

tension.  gently  or  forcibly,  so  will   the  impalse 

There  is  another  cause  of  defective  be  confined  to  the  superficial  parts,  or  it 

resonance  that  well  illustrates  the  sub-  will  reach  those  that  are  more  deeply 

ject  before  us.     In  advanced  stages  of  seated ;  and   as  the  vibrations  will  l>e 

f phthisis,   where   a  large  portion   of  a  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  resist- 

ung  is  excavated,  and  a  thin  layer  of  ance  which  the  impulse  meets  as  far  as 

pulmonary  tissue  on  the  pleura  only  se-  it  reaches,  so  will  the  character  of  the 

parates   toe  cavity   from   the   parietes,  sound  yary  with  the  force  of  the  stroke, 

this  portion  of  the  chest  will  sound  dull,  if  the   superficial  and  the   deep-seated 

although  there  is  actually  more  air  in  it  parts  differ  in  their  densities.    A  want 

than  exists  in  the  healthy  state.     The  of  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  has  been 

thin  layer  of  pulmonary  tissue  falling  a  fertile  source  of  practical  error  among 

loose  and  flaccid  on  the  parietes,  acts  as  auscultators,  especially  the  less  expe- 

a  damper    upon   them,   checking   and  rienced ;     and    although,    eyen    when 

muffling  their  vibrations,  just  as  a  hand-  aware  of  it,  we  have  still  the  diflkulty 

kerchief  on  a  violin  string  will  stifle  its  of  estimating  accurately  the  degree  of 

notes.  force    used,   and  of  judging  between 

We  can  now  understand  why,  on  a  slight  diflcrences  of  sound,  yet  the  fol- 

fuU  inspiration,  the  sound  on  percussion  lowing  observations  will,  I  think^  shew 
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tbat  attention  to  this  matter  will  often  nitic  elasticity  of  tfaese  or^ns  makes 

facilitate  the  employment  of  percussion,  them  susceptible   of  vibration   from   a 

and  increase  the  number  of  its  useful  very  slight  impulse.     Still  a  very  per- 

results.  ceptible  character  of  pulmonary  sound 

In  all  the  upper  parts  of  the  chest,  may  be  elicited  by  j^entle  percussion  on 

the  lungs  in  health  occupy  so  great  a  these  regions,   which   diners   from  the 

depth,  that  the  sound  elicited  by  per-  simple  tympanitic  resonance  of  an  air- 

cussion  will  be  of  the  character  called  filled  sac. 

pulmonary,  whether  the  force  of  percus-  *  Such  being  the  properties  of  the 
sion  be  great  or  small.  In  the  poste-  healthy  chest  as  tested  by  these  modi- 
rior  regions,  of  course,  strong  mediate  fied  degrees  of  percussion,  we  may  now 
percussion  will  give  the  hest  sound,  in-  see  how  disease  will  change  them, 
asmuch  as  it  overcomes  the  deadening  Slight  effusions,  whether  pleuritic  or 
effect  of  the  thick  layer  of  muscles  in  hydropic,  occupying  the  lower  parts  of 
that  region.  But  in  the  inferior  parts,  Uie  cnest,  separate  the  lung  from  its 
the  heart  and  the  abdominal  viscera  close  contact  with  the  walls  of  the  chest, 
that  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  chest,  be-  without  displacing  it  altogether.  In 
Death  the  vault  of  the  diaphragm,  re-  these  case^  the  relations  of  the  lower 
duce  the  thickness  of  the  pulmonary  parts  of  the  chest  to  percussion  will  be 
tissue  in  various  degrees.  On  the  right  the  reverse  of  what  it  is  naturally  :  the 
side  of  the  chest  strong  percussion,  car-  stroke  of  gentle  percussion  will  not  pass 
ried  from  above  downwards,  generally  through  the  thin  layer  of  serum,  and  its 
detects  a  diminution  of  the  sound  below  sound  will  be  therefore  dull;  while 
the  fourth  rib,  which  indicates  the  com-  stronger  percussion  will  carry  its  im- 
mon  height  of  the  arch  of  the  diaphragm  pulse  to  the  remaining  pulmonary  tis- 
and  liver  in  the  central  portions  of  the  sue,  and  its  sound  will  therefore  return 
chest*.  Below  this  the  sound  becomes  a  certain  degree  of  pulmonary  character, 
more  and  more  dull;  and  in  this  gradual  Even  in  extensive  effusions  into  the 
«Aiii/iii^  o/f* of  the  sound,  it  is  extremely  pleura,  a  small  portion  of  pulmonary 
difficult  to  define  where  the  pulmonary  tissue,  into  which  the  air  can  still  enter, 
sound  ends,  and  the  pure  hepatic  sound  produces  a  perceptible  difference  in  the 
begins.  Very  gentle  percussion  will  sound  elicited  by  strong  percussion,  ai- 
de this,  and  wilidistinctly  elicit  a  pul-  though  the  impulse  has  to  pass  through 
monary  sound  three  or  four  ribs  lower,  some  inches  of  liquid.  In  practising 
down  to  the  very  thin  margins  of  the  percussion  on  the  mediastinal  confines 
lower  lohesf .  In  the  region  of  the  of  a  pleuritic  effusion,  the  stroke  should 
heart,  also,  where  the  thin  margins  of  be  gentle,  and  perpendicular  to  the  sur- 
the  lung  during  full  inspiration  over-  face  ;  for  forcible  percussion,  especially 
lap  the  organ,  gentle  percussion  will  if  it  be  at  all  oblique,  will  often  borrow 
^nerally  indicate  how  far  the  thinnest  an  elastic  resonance  from  the  opposite 
portion  of  lung  reaches,  where  stronger  side*, 
percussion  announces  the  resistance  of    ■ 

the  deeper  seated  solid.    It  is  not  equally  •  j  ^are  been  for  tome  time  acquainted  with 

easy  to   define   the   limits   of  the   lung,  tbe  fact,  that  the  reaonance  of  a  portion  of  lung 

where  U  overlaps  the  stomach  or  colon ;  SJtquYdtr.'rti  «";?riie':,V"rD/ aSr. 

for  although  deeper  seated,   tbe   tympa-  n\nf  and  Dr.  Edwin  Harrison  have  proved  tbla 

to  take  place  to  a  greater  extent  than  I  waa  aware 
'  of.    The  explanation,   however,  ia  ea»y,  in  tbe 

*  That  tbe  diaphragm  ri»e»  thut  bigb  in  tbe  view  which  L  have  advanced.    The  impulae  la 

chest  la  a  fact  described  Indeed  by  anatomists,  propagateil  without  diAculty  through  a  uniform 

but  UtUe  attended  to  by  pbysiclana.    My  at  ten-  masa  of  liquid,  and  If  it  reaches  a  portion  of  alr- 

Uon    has  been    directed   to   this  matter  by  my  filled  lung,  whether  that  be  on  the  same  or  on  tbe 

friend  Dr.  Edwin  Harrison,  who  baa  taken  great  opposite  side  of  the  plenra,  that  lung  will  affect 

palDs  to  investigate  It.  the  nature  of  tbe  vibration  which  the  impulse  pro- 

t  The  best  mode  of  making  this  gentle  percua-  duces,  and  the  sound  of  the  stroke  on  the  surface 
•loo  la  by  fiUiving  on  a  finger  of  the  left  hand  wUl  be  more  or  less  pulmonary  in  character.  Ob- 
pretty  firmly  applied  to  the  surface.  Tbe  slight  aerve,  the  sound  on  the  aurfaee  partalcea  of  the 
abrupt  impulse  thus  given  does  not  reach  the  pulmonary  character,  although  the  lung  is  seve- 
deeper  aented  parts,  and  yet  givea  a  sound  loud  ral  inches  distant :  no  sound  is  heard  in  the  lung, 
CBOOffb  to  be  very  characteristic  of  tboae  which  but  at  a  remote  part  of  the  parletea,  where  the 
are  more  superficial.  Tbla  mode  la  very  naefnl  In  stroke  la  applied.  Tbla  Is  another  fact  iUustrat- 
czplorlo*  the  aute  of  the  abdomen.  If  it  be  log  the  position  which  I  have  advanced,  that  the 
done  with  care,  the  tendereat  part*  may  be  per-  aound  which  we  hear  on  percussion  of  the  chest 
cusaed  In  thia  way  wlthont  giving  any  nneaal-  *"  essentially  in  the  parletes,  altbongh  tbe  cha- 
racter of  that  sound  Is  communiiated'to  these 
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Pneumonia,  or  pulmonary  apoplexy,  the  combined  resistance  of  many;  mi 
situated  in  tbe  margins  of  the  lower  the  stroke  should  be  therefore  *PfM 
lobes,  will  remove  the  distinction  ^ven    to  a  larger  surface.     Gentle  uiLnaiiia 

"  plexiBeia 


in  tbe  natural  state  bv  degrees  of  force  on  a  single  finger,  or  a  smallp 

in  percussion;  and  if  tbe  disease  be,  as  will  be  Uie  moat  likely  to  aflord  t 

it  irequcutly  is,  circumscribed,  that  gra-  tions  of  the  presence   of  tbe  fimMTj 

dual  shading  off  of  the  sound  on  strong  while  scattered    granulations  maj  k 

percussion,  w  hich  I  have  desciibed  as  better  detected  by  mediate  or  iiioiiBifc 

perceptilile  in  the  natural  condition  of  percussion  by  the   fingers  of  the  Irt 

tbeso  parts,  will  be  absent.     In  these  band  applied  over  some  inches  of  iw- 

cases,  therefore,  gentle  as  well  as  strong  face.      In  examining'  a  douhcfol  oa^ 

I  percussion  ]»roduccs  a  dull  sound;  aud  both  these  methods  must  be  used  attf 

ty  tracing  the  outlines  of  this  dulness,  ferent  periods  of  the  respiratoiy  mtut 

we  sball   generally   find   its  shape   to  ments;  and  I  can  state,  tirom  sonecfr 

differ  from  that  resulting  from  a  liquid  perieuce,  that  attention  io  these  vaA 

effusion.  culars  will  leaye  many  fewer  of  ik 

Emphysema  in  tbe  same  situation  will  cases  of  incipient  phthisis  in  that  acg^ 

have  a  contrary  effect,  and  will  make  tive  uncertainty  that  has  been  the  » 

it  easier  than  usual  to  define  by  gentle  proach   of  even   the   present  impfOffl 

forcussion  the  limits  of  the  lower  lobes,  state  of  diagnosis, 
f  the  emphysema  be  excessive,  besides        It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  oChs 

an  unusual  resonance,  the  sound  will  be  applications  of  these  principles,  to  iafi- 

higher  in  key  than  usual.  catc  bow  percussion  in  its  modifiealiHi 

In   ])ncumo-tliorax   the    shading  off  may  be  rendered   an   easier  and  MB 

ceases,  the  sound  having  every  w^hcre  a  test  of  disease :    as,   lor   instance^  M 

tympanitic  character ;  and  if,  as  is  usu-  percussion,   in  humid    bronchitis,  iot 

ally  the  case,  liquid  effusion  be  also  stage  of  pneumonia,  and  cedema  of  the 

present,    gentle  percussion   will  shew  lungs,  giving  some  mark  of  the  exte|ft 

with  great  precision  the  level  of  the  of  the  effusion ;  strong  percussion  ph> 

liquid.  ^  ing  an  outline  of  an  eulargfcd  heait,  m 

In  the  early  stages  of  phthisis,  while  of  any  deep  seated  condensation;  gc» 

the  indurations  are  still  of  small  extent,  tie  mediate  percussion  indicating  wtA 

gentle  mediate  percussion  will  be  the  exactitude  the  state  of  tlie  more  sapcv- 

most  likely  means  of  detecting  them,  ficial  contents  of  the  chest  and  abdoaea; 

As  tubercles   most   usually  infest   the  and  so  forth.     But  having*  called  attca- 

summits  of  the  lungs  near  the  surface,  tion  to  tbe  principle  of  percussion,  aai 

and  oflen  produce  pleuritic  adhesions  at  having,  as  I  trust,  made  that  prindjjik 

those  points,  they  will  generally  affect  intelligible  in  the  more  important olni 

the  sound  of  gentU  percussion  on  the  applications,  it  remains  for  an  aocnnle 

clavicles,  or  on  the  space  below  them  ;  knowledge  of  pathology,  and  the  oppfl^ 

w  hcrcas  forcible    strokes  would   over,  tunitics  of  a  varied  experience,  to  nuke 

come  the  resistance  of  these  small  super-  it  more  useful  than  any  further  descrip- 

ficial  deposits,  and  give  sounds  not  to  tionof  mine  could  render  it. 
be    distinguished    from    those    of   the 

healthy   chest.      In   this  very. obscure  ,  ■    ■ 

and  ditricult  point  of  diagnosis  another  ■ 

rule  with  regard  to  percussion  deserves  on  tub 

attention.     Aggregatc<I  tubercles  can  be 

most  easily  detected  by  gentle  pcrcus-  SENSE   OF   TASTE. 

sion  limited  to  the  spot^  miliary  granu- 

lations  scattered  through  the  tissue  are  

more  likelj,  to  affect  the  vibrations,  by  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^,  ^^^ 

parletes  by  the  subjacent  partfk.    \yhen  lung  Ilea  SiR, 

under  tbcm,  the  Mound  Is  what  Is  called  pulnio«  ^ 

nary  j  when  liver,  it  is  dull  {  but  when  both  liver  I  CERTAINLY  had  nO  intention  tO  WOUttS 

and  lung,  the  nouud  is  not  double,  as  if  prtwreed-  ,i^    frt«i;««K.  ^m..    A1«*<^lr    lw%  »..  mim. 

ing  froiu  lH>lh  nH  i»ource«.  but  between  bilh.  as  if  the    Icclings  o!  Vt.  AlCOCk    in  niT  COB- 

conHiNiinK  of  vibruiuMM  which  fcHiiit  from  the  niunication  wliich  appt'arcd  in   the  UA- 

cU-iiiUi.Hofboih  bimuUaneoHsiy  inH.ieiuingihc  j^^^-^^  for  December  17tb,  comiucntinff 
vilir.ilifiiM  of  the  wuUh.     Su  it  is,  also,  when  a"*^"       ,  ,.  ai*ii.lj 

lu)  vr  of  liquid  adds  iU  effect.  upoU  thc   COUClUSlOUS  at   whlCU  DC  baO 
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^    arrived  relative   to    the  nervous   con-  then,  do  I  regret  that,  in  assuming^  to 

nexions  of  the  sense  of  taste ;   and  I  have  determined  the  question  relative  to 

trust  that  much  of  the  soreness  of  spirit  the  nervous  relations  of  the  sense  of 

which  his  reply  to  my  remarks  evinces,  taste,  Dr.  Alcock  had  not  the  candour  to 

will  be  founa  to  have  originated  mainly  refer  to  what  had  been  previously  offered 

in  the  misapprehension  of  part  of  my  to  the  profession,  in  apparent  opposi- 

■Maningf,  to  which  I  may  further  allucfe  tion,  by  myself.     But,  says  Dr.  Aicocfc, 

in  the  sequel.  the  cases  which  I  have  published  **  re- 

lyr,  Alcock  ranges  under  three  heads  Quire  to  be  confirmed  and  put  beyond 

what  he  is  pleased  to  call  my  imputa-  doubt."     In  regpard  to  this,  i  have  only 

tiona  against  him.     I   will  follow  the  to  observe,  that  the  experiments  upon 

example  which  he  has  set  me,  and  dis-  the  first  case  have  several  times  been 

cuss  tne  topics  of  difference  between  us  repeated,  with  uniform  results, — that,  as 

under  three  distinct  heads.    If  any  ac-  stated  by  me  in  the  Medical  Gazette, 

eusation  of  want  of  candour  have  been  the  second  case  was  furnished  by  Mr. 

brought  by  me  against  Dr.  Alcock,  it  Ker,  before  whom  aud  Mr.  Walker  the 

rests  upon  these  grounds — that  he,  in  particular  examination  was  made, — and 

bis  paper,  as  published  at  length  in  the  that  1  had  the  perfect  concurrence  of 

I>UDlin  Journal,  prefatory  to  any  ac-  those  gentlemen  in  the  accuracy  of  the 

oount  of  the  experiments  which  he  had  investigation  and  of  the  results.    And 

performed,  offers  a  variety  of  considera-  in  further  confirmation,  I  may  refer  to 

tions,  drawn  from   various  sources,  to  the  corroborative  instance  furnished  by 

bbow  the  independent  character  of  the  your  correspondent,   Mr.  Bishop,  aud 

sense  of  taste,  and  yet  omits  a  reference  published  in  the  Medical  Gazette  for 

to  cases  demonstrating  the  fact.     But  February  6th,  I8:)6,  who,  towards  the 

farther,  it  appears  to  me,  and  may  ap-  conclusion  of  a  paper  written  in  xtpposi- 

Ear  to  others,  that  the  first  case  puo-  tion  to  my  own  reasonina  on  this  sub- 
bed by  me,  in  connexion  with  this  ject,  most  honourably  and  faithfuHy  ob. 
subject,  leads   to  inferences  totally  at  serves — *'  A  case  in  illustration  of*^  this 
,    variance  with  those  of  Dr.  Alcock.     In  theory  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  by 
I    this  way:    the  case  of  Mrs.  Williams,  Mr.  lloberts,  in  awoman,aged  about  45 
I    to  which  I  allude,  furnishes  an  instance  years,  who  has  nearly  hist  the  common 
f    of  complete  paralysis  of  the  sentient  sensibility  of  the  whole  right  side  of  the 
I    portion  of  the  fifth  nerve  on  one  side,  face,    including  the  eye,  nostril,  and 
^    and  yet  the  patient  tasted  perfectly  on  tongue,  which  latter  part,  however,  re- 
,     tbe  corresponding  half  of  the  tongue,  tains  a  slight  perception  of  touch,  but 
,     Dr.  Alcock  artificially  induced  paraly-  the  taste  on  that  side  is  entirely  abo- 
sis  of  the  tongue  in  a  dog,  by  aivision  lisbed,  so  that  neither  vinegar,  salt,  nor 
f    of  the  lin<ruaT  branch  of  the  same  nerve,  ordinarjp^  aliments,  produce  the  slightest 
snd    discovered   that  a   very  material  impression,  -^  a    circumstance  exactly 
diminution  of  the  sense  of  taste  was  the  agreeing  with  the  experiments  of  Mr. 
consequence.     Now  I  do  not  say  that  Noble." 

here  are  contradictory  results,  because  When  Dr.  Alcock  states  that "  every 
the  data  are  not  precisely  similar;  but  tyro  in  physiology  knows  that,  accord- 
it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  difficulty  ing  to  the  popular  opinion,  taste  is  as 
should  have  been  fairly  met  by  Dr.  distinct  a  sense  as  any  other,"  and  that 
Alcock,  inasmuch  as  he  was  evidently  the  doctrine,  that  taste  is  a  special  sen- 
not  unacquaiuted  with  my  papers  upon  satiun,  was  received  of  physiologists 
the  subject.  It  is  true,  as  stated  by  before  he  was  bom,  I  am  anxious  that 
him,  that  whilst  my  own  data  were  we  should  not  nffiunderstand  each  other 
pathological,  his  were  purely  physiolo.  in  the  employment  of  terms.  To  avoid 
gical ;  out  nevertheless,  in  deducing  a  risk  of  being  myself  misconceived,  I 
general  inference,  neither  class  of  pne-  will  repeat  that  the  object  which  I  have 
nomena  can  be  so  insulated  as  to  ex-  always  stated  myself  to  have  had  in 
elude  all  communication  with  the  other,  view  in  what  I  have  written  upon  this 
more  especially  when  any  discordance  subject,  has  been  to  determine  that 
appears  to  exist  between  the  two ;  for  taste  maintains  as  special  and  indc- 
in  all  such  cases  the  appearance  of  dis-  pendent  a  character  as  the  rest  of  the 
eordance  must  be  made  to  vanish,  or  senses;  aud,  accordingly,  that,  as  in 
•  tbe  conclusion  is  inevitable  that  error  the  case  of  sight,  hearing,  and  smell, 
exists  somewhere.     On  thc&c  grounds,  we  must  look  for  a  special  nervous  pro- 
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vision.     And  the  evidence  which  I  have  tained  that  tlie  one  talent  ncecfltrilf 

offered  in  support  of  this  view  is,  in  my  implies  the  other, — that   it  is  not  mi 

own  jud^^ment,  of  the  most  satisfactorj  thing*  to  hew  and  canre  the  stone,  aW 

nutiire.     Nor  is  mine  a  novel  mode  of  another  to  arrange  and  raise  with  arcy* 

deducing  such  an  inference.     The  fact  tec tural  design.     If  an j  one  should  M 

of  feeling  and    voluntary   motion  not  disposed    to   award    to    Magendie  Ik 

beintj*  ini])aired  or  annihilated  simulta-  peculiar  genius   of  Bell,  let  him  JMI 

neously,  first  led  to  the  conclusion  that  refer  to  the  section  on  this  very  sulyecli 

there    uerc    distinct    nerves   for   these  on  the  senses,  in  the  work  of  the  fonKf 

functions.     And  so  far  back  as  the  days  physiologist,  where,  if  I  mistake  not,  ht 

of  the  celebrated  Alexandrian  School,  will  find  any  thing  rather  than  pm* 

fdumled    by   the   Ptolemies,    this   was  sion  of  thought  and  consistency  of  stilfr 

maintained  on  such  grounds,  and  was  ment.  But  Dr.  Alcock  appeals  to  direct 

even  taught  by  Erasistratus.    From  ]^re-  facLs  in  support  of  the   consisteocy  •( 

cisely   similar  data,  from  pathological  his  own   inlerences,   and    asserts   tkal 

facts,  have  1  contended   for  distinctness  "smell  is  not  perfect  without  the  Afik 

ofuer\e  coincidently  with  speciality  of  nerve."    That  a  material  derangeneal 

function  in   the  case  of  taste  and  com-  of  the  function  of  the  fifth  nerve  may, 

mon  sensation.     Will  Dr.  Alcock  con-  in  many  eases,  sympathetically  affect 

tend  that  this  is  a  doctrine  known  to  the  function  of  the  firxt,  I  feelnodoabt; 

every  t^ro  in  physiohigy,  or  that  it  ha<»  but  that  impressions  of  odour  are  cun- 

descended  to  us  from  our  ancestors.'     I  municated  to  the  brain   by    any  other 

think  he  will  not.     Will  he,  then,  have  medium  than  the  olfactory  nerve,  I  n- 

thc  kindness  to  state,  in  terms  equally  tirely  deny,  and  with  that  positiveaoi 

definite  and  precise,  what  he  means  by  with  which  Dr.  Alcock  asserts  thecoa- 

a  special  sensation,  and  how   he  con-  trary.      Dr.   Alcock  next   affirms  tbit 

siders  that  taste  is  proved  to  be  such  by  "  amaurosis  is  the  consequence  of  aa 

his  own  experiments.  injury  of  the  fifth  nerve."     Is  be  seri- 

Dr.   Alcock   asks    for  my  meaning  ous  ?     Why,  examples  are  on  record  of 

when  I   state  that   it  is   a   recognised  even  total  cJestructiun  of  the  fiflh  nene, 

principle  in  the  physiology  of  the  ner-  without  any  such  results;  and,  nut  to 

vous  system, "  that  a  simple  and  spc-  pursue   this    matter    with    unnecessaiy 

cial  function  must  have  but  one  simple  prolixity,  I  will  refer  Dr.  Alcock  to  one 

nerve  for  its  manifestation.^'     In  expla-  instance.     In   the  Medical    Gazette, 

nation,  I   shall  be   glad    to   a(lo]>t  the  for  December  12,  183ij,  there  is  a  paper 

**  strict  interpretation  of  the  principle,"  by  Mr.  Bishop,  detailing  the  history  of 

as   furnislitd    by   himself-^"  that   the  a  case  of  facial  paralysis,   wherein  a 

manifestatitni  of  a  simple   and  special  post-mortem  examination  was  carefully 

function  ra/i  have  but  one  simple  nerve."  made  by  him,  in  the   presence  of  Dr. 

But,   he  goeis  on   to   inquire,  **  where  Koget  and  Mr.  Robert  Wade;  and  io 

among  our  senses  do  we  find  the  con-  his  account  the  following  obscrvatioos 

firination  of  this.^"     In  reftrencc  to  this  occur: — *^  In  the  case  just  related  the 

matter,   I  join  issue   with    Dr.  Alcock  whole  of  the  fifih  nerve  was  completely 

upon    a    plain,    undoubted,   matter  of  destroyed,  whilst  both  the  eye  and  nos- 

fact;  and,  in  o])p(»sitioii  to  him,  contend  tril  of^  that  side  had  lost  their  sense  of 

that  we   have  such  confirmation  in  all  touch,  retaining  the  faculties  of  vision 

the  .senses,~that  the  o]itic  nenc  is  the  and  smell"      This  case  during  life  bad 

sole  and  special  medium  of  vision, — that  been  seen  by  Dr.  J.  Johnson,  Dr.  Ro- 

the  olfactory  nerve  is   the  special  and  get,  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,   and  Sir  C. 

exclusive  medium   of  smell, — and    the  Bell.     Dr.  Alcock  next  observes   that, 

auditory  nerve  that  of  hearing.  Because  in  one  of  my  own  cases  of  facial  pan- 

I  ha\c  appealed  to  the  authority  of  Sir  lysis,  the  hearing  was  imperfect.    Well, 

V.  Bell,  Dr.  Alcock  calls  in  the  aid  of  what  of  that ; — therein   is  coincidence, 

Magendie.     Now,  in   reference   to   the  but  where  is  the  consequence  ?     Again, 

importaneeof  this  latter  as  an  authority.  Dr.  Alcock  asks  how  I  reconcile  with 

I  have  to  observe  that  Magendie,  as  an  the    **  recognized    principle"    my  own 

experimenter,  must  be  universally   al-  conclusion    relative  to  tbe  function   of 

lowed  to  rank  as  one  of  our  '^leading  the  chorda  tympani,  and  other  branches 

authorities ;"    but,  as  a  propounder  of  of  Meckel's  ganglion,  which  he  states 

{)rinciplrs,  few,  I  am  sure,  will  bow  to  to  belong  to  the  fifth.     In  answer  to 

lis  name.     It  will  not  surely  be  main-  this,  I  can  assure  Dr.  Alcoirk   that    I 
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hmve  drawn  no  conclusion  at  all  upon  the  should  not  enter  into  an  j  detailed  exa- 

aabject,  and  that  far  from  disliking  the  mination  of  the  contents  of  the  paper ; 

term   '*  sug-gestion,"   as  he  appears  to  how,  then,  should   I  be  understood  as 

ibink,  it  is  what  alone  I  can  recognise  questioning    Dr.    Alcock^s    fidelity    of 

as  applying  to  myself.     I  have  never  narration  ?    I  sincerely  hope  this  expla- 

done  more  than  suggetted  a  function  for  nation   will   allay  the  angry  spirit  he 

these  nerves.     But  are  they  branches  of  has  evinced,  and  which,  I  would  gladly 

the  fiAh,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  hope,  has  only   been  roused  by  some 

the  term  ?    Certainly  not,  but  branches  such  misapprehension. 

of  the  spheuo-palatine  ganglion ;  com-        In  conclusion,    I  can  assure  Dr.  Al- 

Biunicating  with  the  fifth,  it  is  true,  but  cock  that  he  is  thoroughly  mistaken  if 

not  being  derived  from  it.   As  well  may  he  considers  that,  in  this  matter,  I  have 

it  be  said  that  the  solar  plexus  of  nerves  been    influenced    by   merely   personal 

are  branches  of  the  par  vagum.     If  I  considerations.    I  never  charged  him, 

understand  Dr.  Alcock  aright,  he  means  as  he  supposes,  with  want  of  candour 

to  aflirm,  in   confirmation  of  his  own  towards  me ;  but,  considerins  that  cer- 

▼lews,  that  although  the  ^losso-pbaryn-  tain   results,  which    he  had   obtained 

ffeal  nerve  is  simple  in  its  origin,  its  from  what  I  believed  to  be  an  objection- 

ranction  must  be  compound,  because  of  able  mode  of  investigation,  were  irre- 

iU  distribution.      This,  I  apprehend,  is  concileable  with  those  at  which  I  had 

a  mode  of  proof  which  few  will  deem  arrived  by  another  mode,  I  expressed 

admissible.     When  reference  is  made  regret  that  Dr.  Alcock  ba^l  not  had  the 

bjr  Dr.  Alcock  to  Magendie's   notions  candour  to  refer  to  them ;  more  especi- 

regarding  the  multifarious  operations  of  ally  as  he  had  'drawn  a  similar  inference 

the  fifth  nerve,  he  surely  does  not  think  to  my  own,  from  what  I  believed  to  be 

that  he  thereby  enhances  the  importance  opposite  data.     It  is  impossible  that  I 

of  this  physiologist  as  a  '*  leading  autho-  should  have  had  any  personal  feeling  on 

rity"  in  the  promulgation   of  **princi-  the  puerile  grounds  Dr.  Alcock  seems 

pies."    With  respect  to  the  opinion  of  to   have  imagined.     On   the  contrary, 

Dumeril  and   Serres  on   the   nerve  of  had  merely  persona]  feeling  influenced 

smell  in  the  dolphin,  I  refer  Dr.  Alcock  me,  I  must  oave  felt  gratified  with  the 

to  Bo6tock*s  Physiology,  where  he  will  somewhat  complimentary  allusion  made 

see  good  reason  for  believing  that  such  to  myself  in  his  original  paper.     But  I 

is  not  only  a  mere  opinion,  but  one  rest-  trust  that  I  am  actuated  by  motives  of  a 

ing  on   very  slight  grounds.     These,  higher  character  than  he  appears  to  have 

then,  being  the  leading  facts  and  cir^  supposed.      T,    too,  like    nimself,    am 

cumstances  adduced  by  Dr.  Alcock  in  *'  seeking  after  satisfactory  knowledgfe," 

support  of  his  own  physiological  consis-  and  shall  not  be  deterred  from  taking 

tency,  it  is  for  your  readers  to  decide  my  own  steps  to  obtain  it,  or  from  at- 

how  far  they  tend  to  overthrow  the  doc-  tempting  the  confutation  of  what  I  be- 

trine  of  Sir  C.  Bell  and  others — that  a  lieve  to  be  erroneous  notions,  even  at 

simple  nerve  performs  only  one  function,  the  risk  of  being   misinterpreted,  and 

and  that  a  strictly  special  functicm  re-  exposing  myself  to  the  ireful  declama- 

quires  a  distinct  nerve  for  its  manifesta-  tion  of  Dr.  Alcock. —  I  am,  sir, 

tion.  Your  obedient  servant. 

Dr.  Alcock,  lastly,  complains  that  I  Daniel  Noble. 

have  impeached  his  veracity,  and  am  h   te   J      u  1837 

thereby  equivocal  and  offensive.   Surely  «nc  et   r,  an.    , 

such  a  complaint  can  only  have  had  its  — ;. 

origin  in  some  strange  misconception  of 

my  meaning.     When  I   said  that  the      ACTION  OF  THE  HYDRIODATE 

accuracy  of  supposed   facts    must    be  Qp  pQTASS, 

established  before  a  necessity  arises  for 

modifying  the  definition  of  principles,  I         according  to  a  new  hypothesis. 

was  obviously  alluding  .to  what   Dr.  _..^_ 

Alcock  considered  himself  to  have  esta-  -,     ,    _  y   •     .^  ,.     .  ^ 

bltshed  as  matter  of  fact,  that  "  taste  "  '^  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

bad  two  media  of  perception."    I  dis-  q 

tiDCtly  stated,  that  as  I  objected  entirely  ' 

to  the  mutilation  of  living  animals  as  a  As  the  purpose  of  your  valuable  journal 

BMMle  of  *'  determining  the  question,"  I  is  to  afford  a  medium  of  instructive 
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communication  to  its  numerous  readers,  then  why  could  not  the  cbemicali 

they,  in  my  o])inion,  arc  justiiied  in  op-  local  as  effective  as  excitement,  paitiei- 

posiiif;^  every  new  theory  or  hypotliesis  larly  since  we  are  inrormed  of  iuapft' 

which  appears  to  them  erroneous,  as  city  of  converting  an  inOamraatoiyMiie 

well  as  to  support  thatTwhich  they  a]>.  into  its  sequence,  either  rcsolntioa.iip' 

]>rove,  by  publishiuj^  the  result  of  their  puration,  or  gangrene;  but,  Ibeg pv- 

cxpcrience.  don,  I  mean  the  Doctor's  new  theoiT* 

Whatever  fortunate  practical  results  irritation  and  debility.     The  rrplj  ii 

Dr.  Hake  may  observe  in  the  admiuis-  given  in  the  paper,  **  we  must  waitik 

tratiun   of  hydriodate  of  potass,  their  circumstances  attendant  on  its  ezhibitiH 

publication  to  the  medical  world  is  me-  being  adapted  to  this  kind  of  aetioi;r 

ritorious ;  but  whcu  he  attempts  to  esta-  by  ivbich,  I  suppose,  is  meant  die  mA 

blish  a  new  doctrine  as  regards  disease,  cmal,  as  that  appears  to  me  the  reUdw 

andauli)r})othcsisastothciiie/A(N/fuo/ie-  to  the  antecedent,  and  not  dbe  nmW 

randi  of  his  remedial  agent,  in  an  uiisa-  action.    If  I  err  in  the  former  infernHc; 

tisfactory  manner  to  others,  those  may  then  your  readers  are   led  to  ciawki 

be  allowed,  through  the  same  channel,  that  the  local  irritation,  or  inflamn- 

to  express  their  motives  of  dissent.  Un-  tion,  is  first  to  be  reroovcxl,  with  a  vie* 

der  such  an  impression  have  I  perused  of  establishing  the  sequent  stage  of  di^ 

the  present  communication.  ease,  when  either  the  stimulant  or  tonic 

Granting  to  Dr.  II.  that  the  hydrio-  powers  of  the  medicine  come  into  open- 
date  of  potassa  is  a  tonic  and  stimulant  tion,  and  cure.  A  very  facile  method, 
»-that  a  stimulant  ])rc)duces  on  the  ani-  yet  to  me  not  altogether  satisfactorilj 
mal  economy  an  increased  action,  mean-  comprehensive. 

iug  in  tliis  instance,  I  presume,  an  ab-  In  what  varieties  of  chronic  rheanh 
normal  one— and  that  such  a  condition  tism  and  diseases  of  the  skin  it  acts  m 
may  be  either  irritable,  inflammatory,  specifically,  the  forthcoming  case*  wfll 
or  uebilitated,  or  all  these  occurrinpr  m  prove.  In  sympathetic  gastrodynia,«t 
a  sequence  ;  Dr.  H.  having  ascertained  are  told,  the  ^  prime  remedy  '*  will  As- 
under which  of  these  diseases  his  patient  gically  act,  provided  its  stimobtiaff 
labours,  for  supposition  sake  be  it  the  powers  be  antagonised  by  internal  a£ 
inflammatory,  he  begins  by  converting  juncts,  or  counter-irritants  of  the  av»- 
that  into  the  irritable,  then  proceeds  dyne  kind,  for  by  these  the  diseased  lo- 
with  rendering  the  irritable  the  debili-  cality  is  shielded  from  the  injurioia 
tative,  and  the  latter  he  changes  into  effects  of  an  actual  contact  of  the  chemi- 
the  normal  or  regenerative.  Reasoning  cal,  while  its  diffusive  **  tonic  powen 
thus  on  the  gradation  of  the  primary  are  active  in  elevating  the  natural  tone 
stage  of  disease  into  the  secondary,  of  the  debilitated  mucous  tissues.**  Thos 
thence  that  into  the  tertiary  or  final  the  local  irritation  of  the  stomach,  and 
one,  the  induction  is  obvious ; — the  sti-  the  remote  one  of  primary  disease,  are 
mulant  powers  of  the  medicine  convert  at  one  and  the  same  moment  wonder- 
inflammation  into  irritation,  and  the  fully  removed.  The  doctor*s  episode  on 
latter  into  debility,  at  which  precise  tlie  **  invisible  lovers  of  science,  consi- 
pcriod  come  the  tonic  effects  into  force,  dering  hypothesis  as  inimical  to  philow- 
to  remove  weakness,  and  regenerate  the  |)hy/'  is  ^)retty,  but  he  cannot  deny  that 
afliicted  system.  nypotbesists  are  too  frequently  like  to 

The    acute   stages  of  rheumatism,  many  Tgnes  Fatui, — ^Icad  the  inezperi- 

exantbematous  diseases,  and  gastritis,  enced  astray,  and  that  these  "adni- 

are  excepted,  the  former  on  account  of  rablc  deceptions  of  nature'*    simulate 

"  febrile  symptoms,"  and  the  latter  on  Dr,  H.'s  favourite  hypothesis.     It  is, 

that  of  local  irritation :  and  in  this  ex-  indeed,  an  '*  admirable  deception  "  of 

ccption  are  also  included  "  those  disor-  the  intelligent  hydriodate,  by  simulating 

ders  where  there  may  be  no  excitement  the  action  of  chyle  to  stimulate  the  lac- 

of  the  system,  although    there    exist  teals,  who,  endowed  with  intelligence, 

local  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  intes-  finding  the  proffered  stimulus  not  chyle, 

tiiial  canal.*'    Thence  we  are  to  infer  though  hungry  and  thirsty,  refuse  the 

it  is  Hot  to  be  given  when  the  excite-  nauseous  medicine ;  yes,  even  when  that 

nicijt  is  general,  nor  when  there  is  no  medicinal  stimulus  had  aroused,  excited 

excitement  at  all!    This  amounts  to  them  to  the  most  active  state  for  ab- 


what  logicians  would  pounce  uj)on  as    sorption, 
a    ** contradiction  of  terms;"    if  not,         So  tl 


those  Lilliputians    arc  by    the 
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robdiffnagian  laughed  at  fur  the  vain  this  letter  maj  fiod  a  place  in  your 

Oft  of  absorption,  without  the  gratifi.  widely  circulated  journal, — I  remain, 

tiuu  to  act !   Tantalizing  doom  !  The  Yours  ohediently, 

ctor  tells  us  (his  is  the  reason  why  W.  W.  Morgan,  M.R.C.S. 

e  enlarged  mesenteric  glands  are  so  Surgeon  to  the  Burj  DlspeoMry. 

sily  diminished.  Mirahile !  the  mesen-  Bury  Dispensary,  ne^r  Manchester. 

ic  glands,  then,  are  on  the  mucous  ^'^'  ^>  '^7* 

rfkce  of  the  intestines,  surely  the  non-  ____«_««.__^_^__ 

sorption   of  the    hydriodate  implies 

sm  there!      Has  it  never  occurred  to  MORBID   APPEARANCES   IN  AN 

r.  H.,  that  his  Plummer's  pills  might  AGED  BEDRIDDEN  PERSON. 

re  been,  as  they  often  are,  so  dry,  

rd,  and  uuassimilatable,  as  to  remain 

the  course  of  the  intestinal  canal.  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

til  the  hydriodate  was  given,  when  _ 

smical  decomposition  may  have  en-  "'*>  - 
Ml,and  the  iodate  of  mercury  formed  ;  Having  lately  witnessed  the  post-mor- 
i  fractional  part  of  a  grain  of  which,  tern  examination  of  an  aged  person,  bed- 
lew  repeated  doses,  would  cause  the  ridden  for  thirty-one  years,  and  whose 
y  powerful  ptyalism  ascribed  as  a  case  presented  some  very  obscure  symp- 
nrly  discovered  property  of  the  hydrio-  toms,  I  send  you  this  outline  of  the 
^  of  potassa.  The  admirable  metas-  inspection,  thinking  it  might  be  worthy 
ic  enect  of  this  endowed  chemical  of  publication. 
to   wonderfully    well  the  thousand- 

1-one  antipodian  stages  of  disease,  John  Evans,  of  Towcester,  aged  75, 

tich  by  its  beautiful  mutation  from  died  19th  September  last.    He  was  very 

mulaut  to  tonic,  are  to  its  foe  in  open  corf^nient,  and  large  in  stature ;  his  fa^ 

iiD,   vigorous,  and   in   the    ambush,  culties  were  good  almost  to  the  last; 

lee    the    hydriodate    possesses    the  bis  disposition  was  irascible ;   only  a 

ironderful "  property  of  affecting  the  few  months  before  death  be  attempted 

rvous  system,  we  might  have  almost  to  cut  his  throat 

pected  an  electric  shock — the  stimu-  His  appetite  for  food  was  not  bad, 

It  answering  the  positive,,  and   the  and  he  rested  tolerably  well  at  night, 

lie  the  negative  pole.    As  Dr.  H.  considering  his  infirmities.    Bowels  ge- 

ds  it  of  such  intelligent  power  in  re-  nerally  regular ;  voice  strong. 

>ving  morbid  "  thickening  structures  A  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  re- 

ihe  oroncbial  mucous  integuments,"  specting  the  disease  he  laboured  under: 

!  may,  H  priori^  expect  similar  bene-  some  supposed  him  to  be  the  subject  of 

lal  results  from  its  administration  in  calculus,  though  the  symptoms  of  this 

lifications  of  the  aorta.    Your  readers  were  obscure.    Many  years  ago  he  was 

U  easily  perceive  with  what  **  won-  a  patient  in  the  Nortoampton  Infirmary, 

rful "  tact  the  Dr.  supports  his  doc-  under  the  care  of  the  late  Dr.  Kerr ;  but 

ae,  and  deduces  bis  inductions,  for  after  remaining  there  for  many  weeks 

lich  he  deserves  the  palm  of  inge-  he  was  discharged,  his  case  bemg  con- 

ity.  sidered  too  olmcure  to  admit  ot    any 

We  have  in  him,  $ub  rosa^  a  sup-  immediate     or     beneficial     treatment. 

Iter  of  one  of  the  leading  principles  Notwithstanding   his  labouring  under 

Hahnemannism,  **a  medicine  pro*  the  above  symptoms,  together  with  an 

cing  a  disease  it  is  capable  of  remov-  irreducible  inguinal  hernia  on  the  left 

r."    Finally,  the  wonderfully  intelU-  side,  it  was  conjectured  by  many  per* 

nt  hydriodate  produces  pain  in  cases  sons  that  his  complaints  bore  stronger 

enlarged  prostate,  while,  Oh,  beau-  indications  of  imposture  than  of  real 

il  deception  of  medicinal  remedial  disease. 

tore !  with  what  tenderness  she  dimi-  On  dividing  the  integuments  of  the 

bes  the  parturient  throes  of  the  ago-  abdomen,  a  thick  layer  of  fat  was  cut 

ed  female.  through,  an  inch  in  aepth,  before  arriv- 

Apologising,  sir,   for  the  length  to  ing  at  the  tendinous  expansion.    The 

ieh  my  remarks  have  unwarily  drawn  parietes  being[di vided,  ana  the  viscera  ex- 

,  I  pass  over  others,  and  trusting  that  po8ed,the  pentoneum  was  found  healthy, 
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containingf  about  half  a  pint  of  serum  OPIUM  IN  TYPHUS  FEVEB. 

tinned  with  blood.   The  ^reat  omentum  

was  curled  upwards  to  the  arch  of  the  ...          „_ 

colon.     Stomach  and  intestines  looked  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medicmi  GmsHIl 

healthy.     The  liver  rather  small,  of  a  gn^ 

ed  fort,  five  calcu^  the  .be  of  small  ^;AZrXt::Z:'i:^0: 

ney  were  found  seven  calculi,  embedded        ^'       v«..'   ^u^i * • 

in  its  subsunce,  each  about  the  size  of  ^^'^^  obedient  serrant, 

a  nutmeg,  formingr  a  sort  of  cluster.  ^*'li  ii.«  i^' 

The  left  kidney  was  devoid  of  such  ob-  Bideford,  D^ron,  Jmn.  14,  1857.' 
struction,  though  its  structure  was  much 

softer  than  natural.    The  rig'ht  ureter  Vol.   14th  of  the  Medical  GASm 

was  pervious  and  healthy ;  the  left  was  contains  two  excellent  clinical  lectm 

somewhat  larger,  and  within   it  were  on  typhus,  by  M.  Chomel.     The  miA 

found  three  irregular  portions  of  calcu-  of  invasion  and  appearances  aAcrdeaik, 

lous  concretions,   iust  at  its  entrance  Sec.  are  therein  accurately  detcriM; 

into   the  pelvis:    how   long  they   had  and  to  them  1  beg  to  refer,  at  pidali^ 

been  lodged  there  it  is  impossible  to  say.  to  my  remarks  on  the  treatmenL 

In  short,  the  right  kidney  and  left  ure-  In  the  year  1827,  typbos  was  icrf 

ter  presented  an  aspect  totally  different  prevalent  in  this  neighboorhood,ao4lv 

from  the  left  kidney  and  right  ureter,  mortality  very   great.      I   attended  < 

Oncuttingthrough  the  urinary  bladder,  that  time,  amongst  others,  the  hm\jd 

a  large  calculus  was  found  inclosed  in  a  respectable  fanner:  live  were  ill,  mI 

the  fasciculi  of  the  viscus,  just  behind  three  died.     An  old,  experienced 

the  symphysis  pubis.     When  removed  titioner,   visited   with   me.     The 

it  appeared  smooth  and  firm,  of  an  oh.  ment  then  adopted  was  the  one  v 

long     shape,     and     weighed     twelve  mended  by  the  late  Dr.  Armstrong,  ■ 

drachms  and  one  scruple;  composed  of  consisted  of  bleeding  in  the  onset, wi 

phosphate  of  lime.     I  think  it  not  im-  rhubarb  and  calomel,   and   purgaliifK 

I»robable  this  stone  had  existed  a  great  with  a   partial  spouginff-  or  the  fedf 

cngth   of  time.     Two   smaller  calculi  with  cola  water,  dec.     Not   any  of  w 

were  found  lying  Imise  in  the  cavity  of  preparations  of  opium  were  given. 

the  bladder,  near  its  base;  tliese  were  In  the  autumn  of  1834,  I  had  abotf 

of  the  same  consistence  :  one  weighed  a  one  hundred  and  twenty  casesof  typbi 

drachm  and  a  half,  the  other  two  scru-  under  my  care,  and  the  only  fatal  t«e 

pies.  was  that  of  a  girl  about  nine  year*  tUi 

The  coats  of  the  bladder  were  much  who   was  in  the  third  stage  when  fint 

thickened  ;  its  mucous  lining  exhibited  visited  by  me.     The  treatment  ad«ipw^ 

much  redness.      The  prostate  was  not  was  the  free    use    of    the-  tincturr  itf 

larger  than  usual  for  his  age.  opium,  in  addition  to  those  other  mttvi 

It  would  ap]>ear  that  the  urine  was  recommended.  I  shall  endeavour  biidj 

principally  secreted  by  the  left  kidney,  to  illustrate  the  treatment  by  the  M- 

as  being  the  more  healthy  of  the  two.  lowing  cases: — 

The  patient  voided  his  urine  at  proper  On   the  14th  of  November,   1K3S,  I 
intervals,  without  much  difficulty.      I  was  called  to  visit  John  G—,  a  It- 
do  not  think  he  ever  required  the  cathe-  bourer,  aged  32.     I  found  bim  is  ^ 
ter  of  late  years;  but  I  am  informed  third   stage;  skin   hot    and    drv;   te 
that  he  frequently  had  a  discharge  of  dark   red;  delirioas;   sordcs  aCoitt  iW 
fluid   fwm    the   umbilicus,  exactly  re-  teeth,  and  the  tongue  brown  and  di^; 
senihliug  urine  both  in  smell  and  colour,  and  with  tenderness  over  the  stoaack 
He   had  always   been   of  a  temperate  <Vc.    Ap)»lied  a  blister  over  ibe  pit  ^ 
habit. — I  am,  sir,  the  stomach,  gave  him    thirty  drops  J 
Vour  obedient  servant,  tincture  of  opium  in  a  litUe  water,  bbJ 
John  Collier,  M.K.C.S.  onlercd  free  applications  of  cold  wah^ 
Bracki«y,  Dec.  30, 1836.  cxtcrually,  wi til  change  of  linen  t«ic 
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8-da^,  the  removal  of  all  unneoes^rj  woman  in  labour  with  her  sixth  child, 
fomiture   from  the  room^   &cc.      Diet,  residingr  at  Ditchling'  Common,  about 
fn^el  and  toast-and-waterr    The  afler-  five  miles  from  hence.     Upon  reaching^ 
treatment   consisted   of  two   grains  of  her  abode  the  nurse  immediately  came 
rhubarb   and  three  of  magnesia  every  down  stairs,  and  informed  me  that  about 
lour   hours,  with  a  full  dose  of  opium  two    hours  before  she   had   had   most 
twice  daily.     He  gradually  recovered,  alarming  hflemorrhage,  from  the  effects 
On  the  1 6th,  on  my  visit  to  the  above,  of  which  much  exhaustion  ensued ;  how- 
my  attention  was  directed   to  his  bro-  ever,  on  the  recurrence  of  her  labour 
ther,    aged     14,    who    sat    pale    and  pains  she  had   expelled  the  placenta, 
shivering  over  the  fire.     He  had  com-  and  the  foetus  still  remained  tn  utero, 
plained  of  fatigue  and  shivering  on  the  To  my  ^reat  astonishment,  on  visiting 
previous  evening.     He  was  ordered  to  the  patient,  I  found  the  nurse's  state- 
oed,    and   took  an  emetic,  followed  in  ment  quite  correct.     The  placenta  was 
two  hours  by  twenty-five  drops  of  the  placed  in  a  receptacle  on  the  bed,  the 
tincture   of  opium.     On   the  following  funis  not  as  yet  separated,  and,  of  course, 
day  all  symptoms  of  fever  were  gone.  no  pulsation  perceptible ;  and,  to  add  to 
When  aperients  are  requred,  to  coun-  all  the  foregoing  disasters,  there  was  a 
teract  the  astringent  effect  of  opium,  or  presentation  of  the  arm  as  high  as  the 
otherwise,  I  have  found  castor-oil  the  axilla.     Notwithstanding  which,  to  my 
safest;  but  if  the  bowels  are  irritable,  great  satisfaction  there    was  powerful 
instead   of   rhubarb  and  magnesia,    I  uterine    action.      Af^er    encountering 
mbstitute  two  grains  of  Dover's  now-  some  difficulty,  I  succeeded  in  turning 
der,  or  the  compound  powder  of  cnalk,  the  child,  and  delivered  her  forthwith. 
or  carbonate   of  soda;    restricting  the  I  attribute  the  child's  death  solely  to 
diet,  in  all  cases,  to  gruel,  arrow-root,  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  as,  from 
JDoffee,  tea,  and   toast- and -water.      No  all  appearances,  its  demise  was  of  recent 
fruit    or  preserves,    or  animal  broths,  occurrence.     Suffice  it  to  say,  the  poor 
daring  the  existence  of  fever.     Bleed-  woman  has  had  scarcely  an  untoward 
ing  is  generally  required  after  the  first  symptom  since,  and  is  now  quite  re- 
shock  18  past ;  and  in  all  cases  where  covered. 
Ae  first  stage  is  fully  developed,  cup-  _____^_^____________________^___^ 

ing  or  a  blister  over  the  stomach.     I  *     _— ^—        - 

are  had  many  cases  of  typhus  under  supposed 


r; 


Bay  care  during  the  last  autumn,  and  in  .  __ 

Si   opium   w^  giTen,    and   witb   the    RUPTURE  OF  THE  INNER  COATS 
flrreatest  success ;  acting  as  a  charm  on 
Uie  cerebral  affection  so  generally    at^ 
tendant  on  typhus. 


OF  THE  BLADDER, 


WITHOUT  INJURY  TO  THE  INVESTING 
PERITONEUM. 


MIDWIFERY. 

KZPULSION  OF  THE  PLACENTA  BEFORE 
THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  CHILD. 


Yo  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 

inserting   the   following    obstetric 
at  your  earliest  convenience,  you 
will  much  oblige 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  U.  Bull. 

Ltlndfleld.  near  Cuckfield,  Sottez, 
Jan.  6,  1837. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, I  was  summoned  to  attend  a  poor 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
Should  vou  consider  the  following  case 
sufficiently  interesting  to  the  medical 
profession  to  deserve  insertion  in  your 
valuable  publication,  it  is  at  your  dis- 
posal. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  T.  Keal. 
Oakbam,  Dec.  20, 1836. 

Early  on  Tuesday  morning,  Dec.  29, 
1835,  I  was  requested  by  a  medical 
friend  to  accompany  him  a  few  miles,  to 
advise  in  the  following  case :  the  parti- 
culars were  communicated  by  my  friend 
in  our  way  to  the  village : — 


KOTE    FROM   MB.    ■VERITTy   IN   REPLY  It 

MR.  pniuara* 
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The  subject  of  the  cose  was  a  youngf  tial  to  pay  dae  attention  to  tlie  fre^ 

mail,  about  two  and  twenty  years  of  use  of  the  catheter.         ^  .        I  ^ 

ajfc :    he  had    been    labounns^    under        I  did  not  see  tlie  patient  anin,  ta  |  A 

stricture  ofthe  urethra  about  a  fortnifrht,  was  informed  by  my  friend,  that  ate 

the  consequence  of  a  recent  ponorrhoBa,  using  the  catheter  for  two  days,  be  wi 

when  he  was  knocked  down  by  a  horse,  able  to  pass  his  urine  without  ito  ai 

on  the  26th,  about  noon.    The  horse  in  and  was  free  from  all  abdominal  Ma; 

stumbling  fell  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  and  he  considered   him  recoTered  fra  ■  i 

patient's  abdomen ;  he  felt  pam  soon  af-  the  injury  of  the  bladder.    The  ilrieW  1  « 

terwards  about  the  pubic  region,  accom-  was  subsequently  cured,  as  was  absa  I  k 

panicd  with  a  more  frequent  desire  to  attack  of  orchitis-     The  patient  buM- 1  ii 

pass  his  urine,  which  he  accomplished  tiuued  free  from  any  consequences^^ 

with  no  more  than  the  ordinary  diffi-  ever  of  the  injury, 
culty.     In  about  ei^ht  hours  ailcr  the  1 1 

accident  the  difficulty    increased,  and  1 1 

soon  retention  became  complete. 

Up  to  that  period  there  had  been  no         THE   NEW  PHARMACOrCErA. 
discolouration  of  the  urine.    The  re- 
tention continued  till  Monday  evening 
about  eight  o'clock,  when  he  passed  a 

moderate  quantity,  which  relieved  him  — 

from  pain,  and  he  slept  from  ten  till  two  _ 

o'clock.    On  awaking  there  was  much  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  (7a2eMi 
pain,  with  an  extreme  desire  to  make  «... 

water.  S'"' 

His  metlical  attendant  was  now  for  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  nee  the  apprspn- 

the  first  time  sent  for,  and  upon  his  ar-  ateness  of  Mr.    Phillips    placm^,  'n 

rival,  finding  the  retention  accompanied  relief,  in   his  letter  to   you,  misprints 

with  much  agony,  immediately  returned  which  did  not  occur  in  your  journal,  al- 

home  (a  distance  of  two  miles)   fur   a  though  tliry  did  appear  in  the  LanetL 
catheter.  Mr.  Phillips  attributes   the  error  ii 

On  his  return  the  patient  informed  the   J^tin    edition,   of  onlering  three 

him,  thatduring  his  absence,  in  attempt-  measures  of  water  in  the  room  of  tM 

ing  to  evacuate  his  urine,  he  had  cxn**-  (or  more  correctly,  one  and  tbree-qoir- 

rieuced  a  sodden   "  crack"  (to  use  uis  ten),  to  he  mixed  with  one  measure  of 

own  expression),  and  an  immediate  sen-  the  strong  liquor  ammonium,  to  rrdoceil 

sation  of  cold  pervading  the  pubic  re-  to  the  weaker,  to  a  misprint;  by  a  c»- 

gion,  at  the   same^  time   finding  relief  rious  cohicidrnce,  the  same  misprint  oe* 

irf)ni  the  distressing  pains  under  which  curs   in  his  English  translation.    The 

he  was  previously  suffering.     Upon  our  lust  paragraph  of  Mr.   Phillipa*  lettCTf 

arrival  we  found  our  patient  coinpnra-  in  whirh  he  apparently  has  me  on  ibe 

tively  easy,  though  there  was. tender-  hip,  will  lose  all  its  point  when   a  rr^ 

ncss  of  the  abdomen,  with  a  sense  of  ference   is  made   to   that  part  of  ny 

distension,  but  no  circumHcribcd  tumor,  communication  to    which    be  alludes. 

as  in  cases  of  retention  without  laccra-  Every   one  knows  how    changed    the 

tion.     I  immediately  suggested  the  in-  meaning  of  a  few   words  may  bccoBN 

tmduction  of  the  catheter,  and  at  least  by   separating'    them    from  their  auo- 

two  quarts  of  bloody  urine  were  drawn  ciat(\<.     In  giving  the  process  fornak- 

ofT.     The  stricture  caused  considerable  ing  liquor  ammonite,  it  is  verv  evideat 

impediment  to  the  introduction  of  the  I  confined  myself  to  a  gencraf  descrip- 

eatheter.  tion,  and  did  not  intend  to  give  the  ex* 

The  patient  experienced  much  relief  act  strength  of  the  product;  for  I  said, 

after  the  operation.    The  pulse   being  "  p'lt  ahout''^  (a  little  word  omitted  by 

full,  I  advised  a  copious  bleeding  from  Mr.  Phillips)  thirty  parts  of  water  iulo 

the  arm,  to  be  followed  by  leeches  to  the  receiver;  and  then,  a  few  lines  fur* 

the  pnhic  region,  with  suWqucnt  fo.  ther  on,  I  contended  that  ten  ounces  of 

mcntatitniA.     I  also  sug>>ostcd  a  sa.line  sal-atumoninc  can,  in   practice  at  any 

n])eriont,   afterwards  calomel  and  anti-  rate,  make  thirty  fluid  ounc(»  of  liquor 

niony  in  repeated  doses,  and  an  opiate  animoniiK  of  *9G(>,  in  the  room  of  only 

at  bed-time.     It  was  considered  esscn-  fillccii,  as  preseril>ed. 
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Gn,  of  Am-  plaints,  more  especially  of  the  lunirs  and 

^         **uj      I.       *  «  i«.i  air-pas»affes :  an   epidemic  resembiinof 

)  oz.  of  this  salt  contain  ..  1511  ;„«„««»«  „,«,i«  z**.  •„«.«„«.„««    ««♦  „„ 

a  '  %        4  n<3/\       4^*  innn  uitiuenza  made  its  appearance,  not  un- 

fluid  oz.  at  *9o0  contain  ••  1260  r  ^i  *^^i  i.     i.        i.*^* 

i^wwim  *  frequently  accompanied  bv  bronchitis; 

»  very  liberal  allowance?     «,,  measles  also  prevailed,  with  a  great  ten- 

•6tb)  for  loss   S  dency  to  croup ;  acute .  rheumatism  was 

«  1-  I    -r'j.'i'       *  •!  ^^^  ^^  common  occurrence ;  altogether 
cc,  I  think,  I  did  not  wish  to  get  ^  decided    inflammatory  diathesis  per- 
immonia  out  of  the  salt  than  it  ^aded  all  diseases  occurnngat  this  time, 
led;     although     on   the    other  and  I  had  occasion  to  call  the  lancet  into 
I  do  contend,  that  the  process  of  requisition  more  frequenUy  than  for  three 
larmacopoBia,   where  881  grains  ^r   four  preceding  years.  Things  con- 
1511  are  admitted  to  be  lost,  is  tinned  much  in  this  sUte  until  the  be- 
nch no  manufacturer  will  follow,  ginning  of  June,  up  to  which  time  no 
bich  ouglit  not  to  have  been  m  ^ain  had  fallen,  occasioning  a  serious 
tion  of  1836.— lam,  sir,  want  of  herbage:  early  in  June  rain 
Yours  sincerely,  begran  to  fall,  and  continued  with  little 
Thos.  EvERiTT.  intermission  during  the  whole  summer 
Medical  School,  and  autumn,  the  wind   being  for  the 
»  uospiui.  Jan.  16.  1887.  niost  part  W.  and  S.  W.,  the  weather 

-  being  cold,  and  thunder  of  frequent  oc- 

currence.  A  visible  change  was  effected 

kSES  OF  NORTH  SHIELDS,  in  the  nature  of  diseases  by  this  alterU" 

D  THE  SURROUNDING  DISTRICT.  $.«»»«».  ^^  wcathcr ;  the  inflitmiMtOry 

diathesis  disappeared,  as  also  did  mea- 

sles,  which  was  succeeded  by  scarlet 

Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  fe^e^,  and  an  extraordinary  hcemorrhajgrio 

tendency  manifested  itself,  appearing 
^>  most  commonly  as  hoemoptysis,  but  also 
f  not  be  uninteresting  to  some  of  in  thd.  tendency  of  the  exanthemata  to 
»aders  who  reside  in  parts  of  the  terminate  in  purpura,  and  in  the  fre- 
>m  remote  from  this,  to  learn  qnency  of  aoortion  and  of  uterine 
ling  of  the  diseases  which  have  beemorrhage  afVer  delivery.  I  may  also 
prevailed  during  the  past  year  here  state,  that  cutaneous  diseases  were 
district,  together  with  the  state  more  common,  and  strumous  tumors  of 
weather  during  their  rise  and  more  than  usual  frequency,  probably 
88 ;  and  as  the  weather  during  from  the  functions  of  the  skin  being  im- 
iriod  has  been  of  a  mar|^d  and  paired  by  the  state  of  atmosphere ;  but 
d  character,  so  have  diseases  as-  what  is  not  a  little  singulun  I  did  not 
somewhat  of  a  peculiar  nature.  see  or  hear  of  a  single  case  of  autumnal 
winter  of  1835-6  was  unusually  cholera,  nor  even  of  diarrhoea, 
he  thermometer  being  rarely  be-  In  October  we  had  a  considerable  fall 
>,  except  on  two  or  three  occasions,  of  snow  followed  by  a  succession  of  rainy 
we  had  slight  frost,  which  never  weather,  which  abated  at  the  beginning 
lied  more  than  six  and  thirty  of  December,  from  which  time  it  con- 
it  a  time ;  this  mild  weather  con-  tinned  mild  and  dry  until  the  23d,  when 
until  nearly  the  end  of  February,  a  snow  storm  set  in,  accompanied  with 
\  the  whole  of  which  time  little  thunder;  a  severe  frost  succeeded,  and 
lint  seemed  to  exist ;  in  point  of  the  snow  lay  until  the  5th  of  Januar^r, 
have  invariably  found  mild  open  since  which  time  we  have  had  a  rapid 
s  infinitely  the  most  healthy,  in  succession  of  frost  and  thaws.  I  am  the 
>f  the  old  proverb  :  the  only  com-  more  particular  in  noticing  this,  as  the 
which  manifested  itself  during  influenza  made  its  appearance  on  the 
mod  was  the  small-pox,  which  6th,  and  has  gone  on  increasing  ever 
ntinued  to  hold  its  course  up  to  the  since,  and  I  am  certain  I  do  not  over- 
t  time,  apparently  quite  unin-  rate  it,  when  I  say  that  at  this  moment 
ed  by  atmospheric  changes  of  any  ten  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  this 
At  the  end  of  February,  the  east  district  are  labouring  under  it:  its  usual 
et  in  with  even  more  than  its  usual  mode  of  attack  here  is,  by  cold  rigors, 
less,  bringing  in  its  train  coughs,  intense  pain  in  the  head,  coryza,  irrita- 
broats,  and   inflammatory  com-    tion  about  the  trachea,  incessant  cough. 


6*Z4    MR.  TAYNTOn's  CASE  OF  STRANGULATED  INGUINAL  HERNIA. 

extreme  lassitude,  and  pains  in  the  rupture  cm  the  left  side  came  dovra,  mi 
limbs.  The  best  mode  of  treating  it  he  was  not  able  to  return  it.  He  nn 
seems  to  be,  to  confine  the  patient  to  began  to  feel  pain  acrusi  the  abdoaei, 
bed  ;  diet,  warm  diluents ;  and  such  re-  attended  with  Toniitin^,  which  eoili- 
medies  as  will  keep  the  skin  open,  and  nued  with  little  intennisaion.  Hieiiif* 
promote  expectoration.  Mist,  saliuee  ture,' which  at  first  was  uot  lar|perth»i 
and  vin.  ipecac,  seems  to  answer  both  walnut,  bad  been  fp^dually  incrfiiiin; 
indications.  I  have  seen  no  case  in  andwhenIsawhiin,fortbe^rfltiMi|«i 
\vbich  bleedinf^  was  requisite,  or  even  the  followini^  momin^sir,  at  lO  o'clock;  t 
admissible  ;  and  one  peculiarity  of  the  presented  these  appearances :— Its  km 
disease  is,  the  disposition  to  faintinfj;',  was  pyramidal,  measurinif  abool  bx 
which  is  readily  inauced  by  active  purg*-  inches  from  the  external  abdominaJ  ikr 
ing,  rendering  it  advisable  to  administer  downwards,  and  about  three  inches  an 
sucb  aperients  as  do  not  lower  the  a  half  in  its  tran.sversc  diameter ;  it  W 
system.  a  tense  and  elastic  feel;  nopaiawai 
In  takin<r  a  review  of  the  diseases  experienced  upon  pre»sinff  any  part  if 
mentioned  in  the  forcc'oing  relation,  we  the  tumor,  except  at  a  point  iMmd- 
can  feel  no  surprise  that  the*  cold  east  ately  over  the  seat  of  the  stricture.  Be 
winds  should  have  given  rise  to  inflam-  complained  much  of  pain  in  the  Mh 
matory  complaints ;  but  it  is  by  no  men,  just  below  the  umhilicos,  wUth 
means  so  obvious  what  could  occasion  was  also  aggravated  upon  preaae. 
so  great  a  tendency  to  haemorrhage.  The  abdomen  was  soft  and  yicldiaf; 
IJow  far  cold  and  moisture,  together  pulse  lOO,  somewhat  incomprassiblr; 
with  a  highly  electrical  state  of  the  tongue  moist,  and  slightly  fund; 
atmosphere,  is  capable  of  producing  such  bowels  not  open  since  yesterday  mom- 
results,  the  present  state  of  our  know,  ing;  countenance  very  anxious.  AArr 
lidge  docs  not  admit  of  our  being  able  fruitless  eflbrts  to  return  the  raptarcl 
to  determine;  but  it  is  a  subject  well  bled  him  to  faintness,  and  agiin  r^ 
worthy  of  attention,  and  one  whose  in-  newed  the  attempt,  but  was  eqailK 
vestigation  will  probably  lead  to  im-  unsuccessful.  He  was  then  cvdcivl 
portant  results.  to  keep  ice  constantly  applied,  nk 
1  remain.  Sir,  an  active  purgative  was  preseribci 
Your  obedient  servant.  At  half-past  two  mj  father  acconqMuM 
Edward  Greenhow,  M.D.  me  to  visit  the  patient.     We  fomd  Ua 

North  Shield*.  J«i.  14,  1837.  "^«'"lv  ««  5^«   ""f   *^^^  ^"* 


ceous  vomiting  had  supervened.    AAir 
again  employing  the  taxis,  a  tobaeri 
STRANGULATED  INGUINAL  enema  ^as  administered  :  grest  drpm- 

HERNIA.  sion  of  the  vital  powers  ensued,  Wl  ik 

hernia  continued  irreducible.    Welki 

OPERATION  AND   RECOVERY.  juJ^^J  j^  ^^^^  ^  ,^^^^  j^j^  fOT  a«  ki« 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette 

Sir, 


or  two  undisturbed,  directiuff  km  li 

.  continue  the  applicmtitin  of  ice,  htinf 

determined,  if  atter  that  time  the  huaii 

▼        •"*]       1        «.,*,..  remained  irreducible,  to  proceed  i 

I  AM  induced  to  offer  the  following  case  diatelv  to  the  om-ration. 

of  hernia  for  insertion  in  your  valuable        At  balf.past  six,  havimr  once 

jounial    on  account  of  an  appearance  endeavoured    to    return     the   i 

winch  I  believe  to  be  unusual.   I  allude  without  any  better  succeaa.  I  nr 

to  the  i)eciilianty  of  the  contents  of  the  to  perform  the  operationTin  the  pa- 

**  c         1  XT  -*      *  ^  I.    1  ^^^^  ®^  ™y  ^■^'"«"'  *»<*  Dr.  Roalani 

Samuel  Hart,  at  45,  drayman,  states  It  is  unnecessary  to  deacnbe  all  ihf 

that  he  has  been  subject   to  a   rupture  stages  of  the  operation :    tbesaehari 

(oblique   inguinal)    on    both   sides   for  been  exposed,  there   wai 

firteen  years,  which  he  has  always  been  difficulty,  on  account  of  i«  ^^ 

able  to  return  with  readiness.     Having  ness,  in>inching  up  a  portion 

lately  obtained  a  new  truss,  and  finding  purpose  of  dividing  it.      An 

the  presRurc  from  it  uncomfortable,  he  fceing  made,  about  Pour  ouneet  ta  »» 

took  It  off  on  Saturday  morning.  Decern-  gushed  out.    When  the  sae  wm  bii 

II -V    ^n»'"J^a"<?r««"ls  whilst  open,  a  large  mass  of  coairnUble  h 

walking  from  the  fire  to  his  bed,  the  presented  iVscIf,  havinySe  apj^S 


its|neat 
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if  calf —foot  jelly,  only  of  a  darker  sudden  communication  of  diHtrcssin^. 
I^lour,  not  adbereiit,  and  which  totally  intelligence,  which  led  to  movements  of 
Mmcealed  the  protruded  intestine.  Tins  the  heart  not  Tiulent,  but  tumultuous, 
nUv-like  substance,  which  formed  the  with  a  thrilling  sensation  in  the  limbs: 
■oik  of  the  tumor,  beius*  removed  in  occasionally  the  palpitations  were.ac- 
tma  hitge  mass,  a  moderately  sized  companied  by  a  *^  cooing^  sound,"  and 
kanckle  of  intestine  was  observed,  in  a  at  other  times,  the  pulse  was  intermit- 
hi^blv  vascular  state,  with  laminae  of  tent  The  patient  recovered  gradually 
IjrBspb  adherent  to  it,  of  the  same  colour  under  the  use  of  aperients  and  tonics, 
9b  that  contained  in  the  sac.  The  sac  particularly  iron,  wnich  was  freely  ad- 
itaeJf  was  quite  free  from  inflantmation,  ministered.  In  the  second  case,  a  young 
TIm  stricture  being  divided,  the  opera-,  lady  addicted  to  starving  and  tight  lac- 
lion  was  completed  in  the  usual  man-  ing,  became  affected  with  palpitation. 
■ier.  An  opiate  was  given  at  bed-time,,  ^*  She. could  not  bear  to  lie  down  be- 
mmd  he  passed  the  night  without  much  cause  of  the  iieart's  pulsations,  which 
|Mrin.  In  the  morning  he  took  some  abe  was  constant! v  counting ;  she  had 
•BStor  oil,  which  not  having  produced-  at  times  the  fear  of  suflTocation  ;  her  ap- 
aaj  effect  at  noon,  an  injection  of  warm  petite,  which  she  had  long  refused  to 
V«ler  with  some  salt  was  administered,  gratify,  in  the  coorse  of  time  left  her; 
Tkw  bowels  were  soon  freely  opened,  an  annoyinfif  dry  spasmodic  cough,  the 
Anom  which  time  he  has  recovered  with-  sound  of  which" was  noisy  and  metallic, 
tat  (Mie  untoward  symptom.  supervened ;    her   legs    swelled  ;    and 

I  remain,  sir,  feeding  her    imagination    with    every 

Your  obedient  servant,  kind  of  apprehension  of  evil,  she  became 

Henry  Tavnton.  so  reduced  and  so  irritable,  that  she  was 

.  8i«  Qnceo-Square.  Bioomtbuiy,  obliged  to  withdraw  from  society.     She 

Jan.  i6, 1S87.  always  described  the  movements  of  the 

heart  as  of  a  fluttering  kind,  accompa- 


ANALYSESandNOTICESof  BOOKS,  f^^.  ^"^^^  »  sensaUon  of  sinking,  and  a 

____^  feeling  of  emptiuess  m  the  epigastnum. 

-  VAufr  Be  tne  k  allonger  ce  que  le  lecleur  ■•  They  varied  much  in  regard  to  the  de- 

tttraabr^ger."— JD'ALKMBBRT.  gree  of  intensity  ;   and  at  times,  even 

when  she  complained  of  them  as  very 

poetical    Observatitnu    on    Nervout  distressing,  they  were  scarcely  percepti-. 

m$ui  Spnpathetic  Palpitation  of  the  bje  to  the  observer.     The  sound  proceed - 

Heart ;  particularly  as  diitinguished  iug  from  the  contractions  of  the  cham- 

frmm  Palpitatiofi  the  result  of  Orga-  hers    of   the    heart,    always  appeared 

fiie  Disease.    To  which  are  prefixed  clearer  and  louder  than  natural." 

Mome  General  Remarks  on  the  Use  of  This  patient  also  did  weU,  the  treat- 

ike  Stethoscope  and  the  Employment  ment  consisting  in  anti-spasmodics  with 

of  Percussion^   in  the  Diagnosis  of  digitalis,  followed  by  mineral  and  ve- 

Ihseases  of  tike  Heart  and  Lungs,  getable  tonics. 

By  John  Calthrop  Williams,  M.D.  The  third  case,  given  as  one  of  ner- 
Bdinburgh.  vous  palpitation,  appears  to  us  to  have 
The  object  of  Dr.  WiUiams  is  to  point  been  attended  with  organic  disease,  re- 
ont  the  distinguishing  marks  of  palpi-  lief  having  been  afforded  for  a  time  by 
tuition  dependent  on  functional  oistur-  the  remedies  employed, 
bances.  We  do  not  find,  in  the  general  The  case  which  follows  next  is  ex- 
lemarka  which  he  makes  on  the  use  of  tracted  from  the  Hospital  Reports  of 
the  stethoscope  and  the  employment  of  La  Pitie.  After  which  comes  one  treat- 
percussion,  any  thing  of  particular  in-  ed  hy  our  author,  in  which  the  heart 
terest  or  novelty;  indeed  that  part  of  affection  depended  upon  the  irritation 
llie  work  is  almost  entirely  composed  of  caused  by  tape-worm.  The  history  is 
of  extracts,  while  the  writers  referred  to  iuteresting. 

are  nearly  all  "  learned  and  ulented,'^  "  A  voung  lady,  22  years  of  age,  was 

and  their  works  all  either  "  valuable"  affected  not  only    with    the  ordinary 

or  ^  very  valuable."    A' distinct,  if  not  fvmptoms  of  taenia,  viz.  fixed  pain  in 

a  general  view,  is  given  of  nervous  and  tbe  led  hypochuudriac  region,  voracious 

sympathetic  palpitation,    and    several  appetite,     restless     nights,     disturbed 

fery  good  cases  adduced  in  illustration,  dreams,  febrile  exrcerbations,  occasional 

In  one  tbe  disease  originated  in  the  syncope,  and  other  similar  phenomefka\ 

477.— XIX.  ^^" 
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but  she  sufTered,  likewise,  distressinf^ljr  in  which  the  application  of  eoMtodie 

from  periodic   attacks  of   sympathetic  feet,  durinfi^  menstniation,  was  foDtvii 

palpitation,   accompanied  at  times   by  by  a  sudden  ceasadon  of  the  dtachnn 

freat  cerebral  excitement — to   such    a  after  which  palpitation  super? cued,   a 

egrec,  indeed,  that  she  was  obligced  to  presents  notninif  remarkable. 

pass  the   night  in  an  upright  position,  The  general  directions  ipvefibfll^ 

m  an  eas^  chair,  otherwise  she  became  Williams,  in  jnd^ing^  of  tte  nalMcrf 

temporarily  delirious — a  state  which  on  the  palpitation  in  any  giwen  taatg  lie 

several  occasions  threatened  to  assume  a  contained  in  the  following'  extracts* 

lasting  character.    The  oppression  and  **  We  must  ascertain    by  the  hui 

sense  of  suffocation  she  enaured  during  ear,  and  stethoscope,  whether  the  ik 

ths  more  violent  paroxysms,  were  truly  normal  action  of  the  org^n  be  aaifcnd 

distressing,  and   would   have    led  anv  or  not,  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  in- 

oue,  not  conversant  with  the  diagnosis  cordial  region.     If  it  be  foond  on  M 

of  the  organic  disease  of  the  heart  and  sides  of  the  heart,  and  not  on  one  pot 

lungs,  to  suspect  that  something  beyond  more  than  another,  it  leads  to  cbe  eM- 

morbid  sympathy  created  the   extreme  elusion  that  the  palpitation  is  nerelji 

constitutional  derangement  she  suffered,  functional  disturbance  ;    bot  this  ta 

During  the  paroxysms,  the  heart,  it  is  not  constitute  positive  proof.     We  m«t 

true,  beat  most  violently,  and  with   a  examine,  at  the  same  time,  by  ttrikiiy 

loud   clear  sound  ;  the  latter,   however,  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  either  ^ 

proved  that  the  organ  was  not  affected  the  fingers,  or  tbrou|2['b  the  median  m 

with  hypertrophy,  for  then  the  sound  is  the  pleximeter,  whether  the  dall  toai' 

generally  dull   and  obscure.      The  at-  peculiar  to  this  region  be  not  ofgretttr 

tacks  were  periodic,  and  occurred  always  extent  than  natural.     This  induces  ik 

half  an  hour  or  so  before   the  regular  conclusion  that  there   is  no  dilataiifii 

hours  of  repast,  and   were  relieved   by  nor  effusion  into  the  pericardiom." 

repletion.     This   would   scarcely  have  

been  the  case,  had  the  nalpitations  de-  ^  Bed^Side  Manual  of  Pkyncml  Dkf 

peiided   upon  structural  disease.     The  ^^„.,         ^^^    ^^    DUeLtM    rf&t 

action  of  ibe  heart  was  not  greater  at  j^          "^Pleura,  Heart,  VeuJi,  Ai- 

one  part  of  the  pnecordial  region  than  ^  J„^/  y^^^     ^„^   Uttnu,     Bj 

at  another,  nor  was  the  sound  louder  in  Chables  Cowan  M.D.  Author  of  tli 

any  particular  situa  ion.     The  action  of  Translation  of  liuis  on  "  Phlhiii..'' 

the  organ  was  regular,  though  quicker  Sherwood.    1836. 

and   more   forcible  than  in  a  state  of  ^       ,.   ,        ,         ,         ,                  , 

health.    The   entire  organ  appeared  to  ^his  little  volume  has  the  uninual  le- 

labour  under  an  increase  of  irriubility,  commendation  of  being  precisely  whit 

and   the   consequence  was,  that  every  ^\  professes.      It  flnves  a  concise  but 

part    acted  more  energetically  than  it  ^^^^^.  account  of  tlie    most    important 

should  have  done,  physical  signs  of  disease,  as  connected 

The  lady  whose  case  I  have  just  re-  "^^^^  ausculution   and   percussion.    It 

lated,  was  treated  with  daily  doses  of  <^*^  half-a-crown,  and  will  burden  ao 

oil  of  turpentine,  jalap,  calomel,  colo-  ?"«  «  P»^H^'-    ^"P.^  ^««W  do  well  to 

cynth,  ami  other  purgatives.     The   ir-  liave  it  always  with  them,   in  going 

ritation  of  the  system  was  relieved  by  ^""^  ^"«*''  hospitals. 

the  frequent  application  of  leeches  to  - 

the  temples,  the  employment  of  refrige- 
rants to  the  head,  and  theiiitemal  useof  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 
aiiti -spa  jmodics,  such  as  valenan,  castor, 
camphor,  hyoscyamus,  and   opium,  as  Saturday ^  January  21,  1837. 

the  varying  circumstances  of  her  case  

demanded;    and    her    restoration  was  «•  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  miki,  dlfnltatMi 
finally  completed  by  a  course  of  vege-  Artu  Utdiem  tacrif  potc«tu  nodo  ▼cniodila 
tableland  mineral  tdnics.     During  the  puwicum *it,  dicendi pericoium  nou recwo.- 
space  of  fourteen  months,  she  voided,  in  ___                 Cicaao. 
separate  portions,  many  yards  of  tape- 
worm, varying  in  length  from  an  inch  THE  EPIDEMIC  CATARRH. 

to  upwards  of  a  foot  and  a  half     She  ^wo  facts  connected  with  the  prevalent 

IS    now  in    the   enjoyment  of  perfect  -^  " " '"^^  ^"""^*'"^*»     .*«  *«^  pre»«reu. 

health.  epidemic  must  press  themselves  on  the 

The  last  case  adduced  is  simply  one  notice  of  every  member  of  the  commu* 
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11  fiity-^the  numbers  cut  off  by  it,  and  tbe  affect  the  community  are  to  be  observed, 
■I  seTcrity  with  which  it  attacks  the  old.  —  no  genera]  inferences  are  drawn 
'*  Tbe  daily  obituaries  in  the  newspapers  which  might  promise  security  to  the 
mre  swelled  prodigiously  beyond  their  public  health.  It  is  obvious  that  much 
ordinary  dimensions,  and  we  question  good  might  be  effected  in  tbe  attain- 
wbether  even  in  the  cholera  times  those  ment  of  these  ends  by  the  impulse  which 
lists  were  so  heavy.  Tbe  inference  from  an  able  and  efficient  Government  Board 
this,  perhaps,  is  not  exactly  that  the  mor-  could  give :  but  as  it  is,  and  proverbial 
tality  is  greater,  but  that  it  falls  more  almost  as  is  the  jealousy  which  the 
4m  people  in  the  upper  and  middle  medical  practitioners  of  this  country 
cltases.  The  cholera  raged  destruc-  have  ever  entertained  of  being  govcm- 
tively  among  the  poor,  and  carried  off*  ed  or  directed  by  any  Board  in  autho- 
comparatively  few  victims  from  the  up-  rity,  nothing  can  be  expected  from  that 
per  classes ;  but  the  epidemic  catarrh,  source.  There  is  still  an  alternative  in 
in  its  insidious  march,  seizes  indiscri-  the  voluntary  union  of  the  members  of 
ninately  on  all  sorts  of  persons,  and,  tbe  profession ;  and  it  is  with  pleasure, 
tvhile  much  less  formidable  in  its  spe-  mingled  with  sanguine  anticipations, 
cific  mortality,  is  found  in  its  results  to  that  we  recollect  it  is  one  of  the  avowed 
be  little  less  alarming;  for  its  absolute  objects  to  be  pursued  by  the  Provincial 
mortality  is  made  up  from  a  wider  and  Branch  Associations — to  gather 
range.  ample  information  respecting  epidemic 
We  mentioned  last  week  how  actively  disorders,  to  study  their  phenomena, 
ibe  profession  have  been  employed  since  ascertain  their  laws,  and  to  counteract, 
tbe  epidemic  has  prevailed  :  their  acti-  if  possible,  their  baneful  inffuence.  We 
▼ity  and  full  occupation  have  not  di-  hope  that  tbe  opportunity  afforded  by 
minished  since  ;  but  in  a  few  weeks,  tbe  present  malady,  which  prevails  so 
we  presume,  their  services  will  be  less  extensively  throughout  tbe  country,  will 
required ;  tbe  disorder  will  have  sub-  not  be  lost,  and  that  by  the  united  la- 
tided  and  been  forgotten.  hour  of  many,  concentrated  afterwards 
This  is  but  too  frequently  the  history  by  tbe  sound  judgment  of  a  few  deputed 
of  epidemics  amongst  us:  while  they  to  generalize  the  results,  we  may  he- 
prevail,  they  create  a  sensation ;  the  come  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
Bethod  of  treatment  is  attended  to,  but  causes,  characters,  and,  in  short,  the 
little  if  any  notice  is  taken  of  the  pro-  laws,  of  at  least  one  epidemic,  which 
ducing  causes,  or  of  the  mode  by  which  seems  likely  to  visit  us  often,  as  it  has, 
the  community  might  be  protected  from  no  doubt,  been  with  us  before, 
future  attacks.  The  essential  features  Were  we  called  upon  to  point  out  the 
of  the  disorder  are  not  observed  in  such  character  and  distinctive  features  of  the 
a  manner  as  that  they  would  be  recog-  prevailing  disorder,  we  should  say  that 
nized  again  on  a  subsequent  visit,  and  its  chief  peculiarity  bas  consisted  in 
so  these  epidemics  come  and  go,  free  as  tbe  extent  to  which  the  lungs  have  been 
air,  and  making  at  most  but  a  tem-  implicated,  the  mucous  membrane  lin- 
porary  impression.  ing  the  air-passages  being  in  many 
Much  is  lost  to  medical  science  by  cases  inflamed,  and  after  a  few  days 
tbe  apathy  among  those  who  profess  overloaded  with  viscid  secretion,  inter- 
to  cultivate  it  in  respect  to  these  mat-  fering  with  the  arterialization  of  the 
ten :  tfaeie  is  no  concert,  no  understand-  blood.  Tbe  oppression  of  breathing  is 
log",  as  to  how  diseases  which  widely  in  many  cases  urgent,  and  attended  by 
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great  pain  along  the  lower  edge  of  the  the  thermometer,  after  standing  for  some 

ribs,  and  in  the  epigastrium.    The  pulse  time  at  —  359  Fah.,  rose  in  the  course 

is  for  the  most  part  soft,  and  depletions  of  twelve  hours  to  -h  5^9  indicating  a 

are  borne  very  badly :  in  those  in  whom  change  of  temperature  to  the  amount  of 

they  are  carried  too  far,  delirium  is  apt  fart^  degrees.    Forty  thousand  persons 

to   supervene.     Numerous  cases    have  were  almost  immediately  seized  with 

proved  fatal,  and  post-mortem  cxamina-  epidemic  catarrh. 

tion  has  shewn  the  membrane  lining  the  But  what  happened  on  the  spread  of 

air. passages  to  be  inflamed,  from  the  this  very  epidemic?     It  traversed  S we- 

trachea  into  its  minutest  ramifications,  den,  Denmark,  Upper  and  Lower  Saxo- 

with  condensation  of  portions  of  lung,  ny,    and   other  regions  farther    west, 

but  the  pleura  suflering  comparatively  without  apparently  requiring  any  simi- 

seldom.     Even  in  slighter  cases  the  re-  lar  change  of  temperature  in  the  places 

covery  is  tedious,  and  the  patients  go  it  vL^ited  ;  at  least  no  change  in  any 

grumbling  on  for  many  days,  with  loss  way  remarkable  was  observed, 

of  appetite,  great  languor,  and  some-  That  cold  weather  is  peculiarly  h^ 

thing  of  ill  humour.  vourable  to  the  rise  and  progpresa  of  the 

The  cause   of  the  general  seizure  is  disorder,  we  know  from  statistical  facts, 

freely  talked  of  as  no  mystery.     It  is  M.  Andral,  in  an  able  sketch  of  some  of 

traced  to  the  change  which  so  suddenly  the  chief  epidemics  which  have  prevail- 

occurred  in  the  atmosphere,  from  great  ed  in  Europe,  states  that,  of  fifty-six 

dryness  to  great  humidity,  both  states  catarrhal    seizures   like    the     present, 

being  accompanied  with  a  severe  de-  twenty-two  occurred  in  winter,  twelve 

pression   of  temperature.    It  was  not  in  spring,  eleven  in  autumn,  and  five  ia 

any  remarkable  alteration  in  the  degree  summer ;  while  in  respect  to  epidemics 

of  temperature  that  gave  rise   to   the  of  other  kinds  the  case  has  been  very 

morbid  consequences,  for  we  have  had  different, — of  fifky  epidemics  of  dysen- 

scarcely  an  hour  of  warm  or  even  tem-  tery,  for  instance,  thirty -six   prevailed 

perate  weather  these  six  weeks,  but  tho  in  summer,  twelve  in  autumn,  one  in 

profusion  of  cold  damp  moisture  with  spring,  and  one  in  winter, 

which   the  air  became   loaded   on  the  How   much   the   winds,  and  certain 

occurrence  of  the  thaw,  has  been,  un-  supposed  electric  states  of  the  air,  may 

doubtedly,a  main  source  of  the  disorder,  have  influence,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult 

There  may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  other  to  say.  East  and  north-east  winds  have 

qualities  in  the  air  which  are  influential  been  considered  in  this  country  as  preju- 

as  causes  of  the'  prevalent  catarrh :  yet  dicial  to  health,  yet  they  can  scarcely  be 

of  these  we  must,  at  least  for  the  pre-  connected  with  the  origin  of  the  present 

sent,  be  contented  to  remain  in  igno-  catarrh,  for  there  has  been  no  remarks- 

ranee ;  they  cannot  be  appreciated  by  ble    prevalence  of  winds    from    those 

any  powers  of  analysis  which  our  che-  quarters.     And  as  to  electricity,  the  in- 

mists  or  meteorologists  possess.  quiry  is  equally  barren  of  satisfaction. 

A  violent  alternation  from  great  cold  to  The  air  changes  frequently  from  a  posi- 

comparative  heat  has  sometimes  originat-  tive  to  a  negative  state,  without,  in  the 

ed  an  epidemic.  One  of  themost extensive  great  majority  of  instances,  giving  rise 

and  destructive  epidemic  catarrhs  with  to  any  appreciable  result  in  regard  to 

which  Europe  was  perhaps  ever  afflict-  health.     Tha  deficiency  of  electricity  in 

cd,  was  owing  to  this  cause.     It  com-  the  air,  rather  than  any  surplus  of  it, 

menced  in  Russia,  in  a  locality  where  would  seem  to  be  favourable  to  tbe  pre- 
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valence  of  epidemics ;  for  in  those  loflj  pal  diseases  which  attack  large  numbers 

flat  regions,  far  above  the  level  of  the  of  mankind  simultaneously: — 

sea,  electricity  is  almost  wholly  absent  ^.^^^^^  ^^.^  ^^  p^^  cent  . .     2 

from  the  air,  and  epidemics  are  common.  Scarlatina    5 

Oo  the  other  hand,  Vblta  himself  ana-  Dysentery from  18  to  40 

lysed  and  compared  the  atmospheres  of  T^j^hus  fever  '!.!!!.!!!!!!!!  60 

countries  attacked  with,  and  free  from.  Puerperal  fever    66 

epidemic  disease,  without  being  able  to  Malignant  pneumonia   •  70 

4i  A  ^          ^    f  va^           u  *          *i.  Yellow  fever  ......  from  75  to  80 

nnd  any  sort  of  difference  between  them.  Plague 73  to  80 

We  have  noticed  the  fact,  that  in  the 

present  epidemic  the  persons  most  sus-  ^"   glancing  at  this  list,    however, 

ceptible  to  its  influence  are  the  elderly  :  ^«  """^^  »<>*  ^  deceived  :    some    of 

this  may  be  considered  as  a  peculiarity  ^«  disorders  with  the  lowest  cyphers 

of  the  disorder,  fur  on  other  occasions  "*J^  '"*PP«°  ^  P~^«  ^^«  ""^^  destruc- 

the  young  and  adult  have  been  equally,  ^^^^  5  ""^  »*  ^  possible  that  even  caUr- 

if  not  more,  exposed.     But  there  is  the  «•*»**  ^^^^^  ^"'^  ^^  '^w  rate  of  specific 

greatest  diversity  in  this  respect;  indi-  "o»^^«^^  may  carry  off  *s  great  a  num- 

viduals  of  every  age,  of  every  tempera-  ^^  ^^  ''>^*^"*  **  *«  plague.     We  do 

ment  and   constitution,    are    liable   to  "«'  ourseWes  rate  the  specific  mortality 

epidemic    attacks    at    difierent    times,  ^f  epidemic  catarrh  so  low  as  it  is  stoted 

Sometimes    the    feeble     are    atUcked,  in  the  preceding  table;  but  even  if  we 

sometimes  the  robust.      In  one  of  the  ^'^^^  ^^  ^^^^^"^  *^*"  ^  sufficient  reason 

epidemic  catarrhs  which  was  formerly  ^o""  apprehension  when  we  consider  the 

very  destructive  iii  this  metropolis,  per-  ^"^^  numbers  of  persons  attacked.     The 

sous  of  a  sanguine  temperament  were  comparatively  slight  symptoms  which 

its  chief  victims.     Children  were  spared  ^^^^  its  invasion,   together  with   the 

in   the    Russian   influenza,  while   the  many  iiistauces  of  escape,  appear  to  de- 

robust  and  stout  were  the  principal  suf-  P"''«  >'  »»  fir»*at  measure  of  ite  terrors  : 

ferers.  ^'^  doubt  not,  however,  that  were  it  pos- 

What  are  the  chances  in  epidemics  of  "^^^  *<>  o*>^»n  a  c^^'fcct  return  of  the 

this  kind  ?    It  is  very  important  to  ob-  ""«nber  of  victims,  the  contemplation 

serve,   that  Uie  prognosis  of  a  disease  ^o"^  be  not  a  litUe  appaUing. 

prevailing  epidemically  is  always  more  — .-*. 

serious  than  wbcu  the  same  disease  is  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
met  with   in   a   sporadic   form :    what 

1 J   •      .!_      1    .-L          1             1-        1'    i-x  TBANSLATIONS  OP  THE  PHARMACOPCEIAS. 

would  in  the  latter  shape  be  slight,  may 

prove  in  the  former  mortal,»in  sUtlsti-  An  advertisement  has  been  going  the 

cat  language,  the  cypher  of  the  mor-  round  of  the  newspapers  and  journals 

tality  is  raised.     But  much  must  depend  for  the  last  month,  announcing  that  a 

on  the  age  of  the  persons  attacked,  and  translation  of  the  new  PharmacopcBia, 

their  stomina:  it  is   to  be  recollected,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Phillips,  is  forth- 

also,  that  the  prognosis  varies  consider,  coming,  and  that  the  College  of  Phy- 

ably  according  to  the  period  of  the  epi-  sicians  will  **  resist"  the  publication  of 

demic.     In  the  onset,  or  presently  after,  any  other.     Now  we  have  always  un- 

the   danger  is  greatest;  it  declines  as  derstood  that  the  copyright  of  a  work 

ibe  visitation  approaches  its  close.  did  not  extend  to  translations  of  it ;  and 

Ozanam,  in  his  History  of  Epidemics  it  is  therefore  our  belief  that  the  College 

(1817-1823),  gives  the  following  as  an  have   no  power  to  "  resist,"    as  they 

jailmate  of  the  mortality  of  the  princi-  call  it.     But    if  any    such    exclusive 
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power  did    exist,  we  should    like    to  ^,  ^  ^^enertl  Qa.rteHj  Court  of  C 

know  why  some  memher  of  their  body  pernors  of  St.  Thomas's  Hoflpite),  hcM 

was  not  entrusted  with  the  task  of  edit-  on   Wednesday   the    18th    instant,  tbf 

ingr  the  translation  ?     Tf  this  be   in-  subjoined  resolutions  of  the  Committee 

tended  as  a  mode  of  remunerating  Mr.  ^ere    confirmed,    and    passed    onain. 

monslv*-^ 

Phillips  for  his  assistance  in  regard  to  Resolved.-That  the  Committee  btf- 

the  chemical   manipulations,  we  must  \ng  taken  into  consideration  the  letCar 

take  leave  to  say  it  is  about  the  very  receiT;ed  from  the  phvsicians  and  sor- 

worst  that  could  have  been    devised.  8^^"^  ®^  ^^^  hospitof,  and  having  ai^ 

r^      r                    '         ^       1  ^'          J*  verted  to  the  recent  oatnure  committei 

On    former    occasions    translations   of  by  some  of  the  pupils  of  gSt's  Howilil 

the  Pharmacopoeia  have  appeared  with-  in  the  operating  theatre  of  ^  Thomas^ 

out     the     College     resisting ;     what,  are  of  opinion  that  the  pupili  of  G«y% 

then,  in  the  name  of  common   sense,  should^ no  longer  be  permitted  to  atte^ 

has  induced   them   at  the  present  mo-  L^  Sw's^'ll^iV^  ^ej 

ment,     and     under     existing    circum-  pils  of  St.  Thomas's, 

stances,  to  publish  such  a  stupid,  illi-  In   coming  to   this   conclusion,  Ike 

beral,  impolitic,  and  empty  manifesto  ?  Committee  desire  to  express  their  regret 

Txr     u         u         «  ij     '  J    J    «i.  <.  ^L  ^hat   the   union  of  the  two  faosoittb. 

We  have   been  told,   indeed,  that  the  ^^ich  existed  for  a  long  period  of^ml 

Collegehave  not  sanctioned  it,  and  know  beneficially  alike  for  the  schools  of  both, 

nothing  of  it.     We  sincerely  hope  that  and  for  the  public   advantage,  to  the 

this  may  prove  to  be  true ;  but  if  so,  we  y««''  1^,25,  should  then  have  been  dis- 

•               11  J   «       1      u             *4  solved  by  the  authorities  of  Guv's,  with- 

are.again  compelled  to  ask  why  was  it  ^^^  eonsulution  with,  or  the  SLI^^ot 

not  instantly— (within  the  first  twenty-  the  Governors  of  this  hospital. 

fourhours)— contradicted?  Do  they  think 

that  these  are  times  in  which  they  may  rqYAL   MEDICAL  AND   CHIRUE- 

quietly   repose  in  apathetic  indolence,  GICAL  SOCIETY. 

trusting  to  character,  forsooth,  as  their  

safeguard  ?    They  have  active  enemies  In  out  report  of  the  proceedings  of  kit 

i„  every  quarter;   aud  if  they  .,.  not  "^t^/tiiri^e' frwl!?!lli:HT 

prepared  to  show  a  correspondmg  de-  ^  ^^^  WratkerHea^.  Paper  on  /./- 

gree  of  energy  by  taking  the  lead  m  nuuion. 

every  measure  which  is  for  the  general  xhe  object  of  the  paper  is  to  illattiatt 

good   of  the  profession,  instead   of  at-  and    determine    the   essential    natnre  of 

tempting     to   establish    any  trumpery  Inflammation,    bv    an    analysis    of   its 

•^     f     ...       ,                  "^            ^  ^.  deducing  them  all  as  one  consecntivesencs 

monopoly  like  the  present,   we  would  ©f  effects,  dependent  for  their  relatkms  oa 

advise  them  to  give  up  the  struggle  at  one  another. 

once,  and    resign   themselves   to    their  ^hc  author  prefaced  his  remarks  by  ob- 

"       '                   e  serving    that  all  the  phenomena  of  the 

fate  with  what  degree  of  complacency  lining  system,  both  morbid  and  healthy, 

and  gracefulness  they  may.  owed  their  origin  to  nervons  infiaence; 

that  it  was  the  nerves  that  determined,  ia 

— ^  the  first  instance,  the  rash  of  blocKl  to  s 

part  inflamed ;  that  the  increase  of  tea- 

SEPARATION   OF   THE    ST.  THO-  perature,  as  a  symptom  of  InfiammatioD, 

MAS»S  AND  GUY'S  HOSPITALS.  yjf*  ^"^  '^"^^  ""^  *^*!j5"*,^ J^/  ^^ 

the  same  source  proceeded,  directly  and 

This  event,  to  which  we  alluded  last  indirecUy,  the  teiuion  and  tomeftetiom 

,           ,                 ,    ,  1          i«    r  ^u  ^n^  ""^^  ^^  attendant  pain  had  a  similar 

week  merely  as  a  probable  result  of  the  origin. 

recent  unfortunate  occurrences,  has  ac-  The^r<<  effect  of  an  excitant  or  initaat, 

tually  taken  place,  as  appears  from  the  Jf  '^«^t  ""  «<>  *?T!t'  f  *?  to  «ttract  the 

-„  •'.             •     .   '       «r   .u-  1  *i  blof)d  to  the  scat  of  the  imution  ;  bat  if 

following  resolutions.    We  think  the  cir-  this  effect  was  kept  up  beyond  a  certsio 

cumstance  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  period,  or  carried  beyond  a  certain  degree. 
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'while  the  excitation  continned  to  attract  tional  confirmatory  illustrations  on  the 

as  much  blood  as  before,  the  power  of  the  morbid  physiology  of  the  capillary  system ; 

capillaries  to  forward  it  diminished  pro-  how  both  oedema  and  anasarca  inrariably 

portionately  with  the  exhaustion  produced  proceeded  from  vascular  hsemostasis,  and 

oj  their  prolonged  over-action.    As  long  that  the  former  could  be  produced  artifi- 

as  the  iucreaiie  of  action  in  the  capillaries  ciallv,  as  by  a  ligature;  why  the  fluid  ef- 

"was  in  a  ratio  with  the  increased  supply  fused  in  these  diseases  did  not  change  into 

of  blood,  inflammation  could  not  be  said  pus  (the  deficiency  of  that  which  forms 

to  exist ;  but  as  soon  as  the  in?erse  of  this  the  globules  of  purulent  matter,   albu. 

took  place, by  which  one  became  dispropor>  men.) 

tionate  to  the  other,  this  very  circumstance  He  next  explained  the  pathological  for- 

of  itself  constituted  and  established  that  mation  of  an  abscess,  elucidating  his  views 

morbid  condition  we  call  inflammation.  on  the  subject  by  analogy  with  the  change 

The  author  next  defined  the  distinction  of  a  vesicle  into  a  bleb  —  the  breaking 

between  this  state  and  congestion.    In  the  down  of  the  cellular  septa — how  that  tu- 

former  the  plethora  existed  in  the  capil-  mefaction  was  always  greatest  where  eel- 

lary  arteries,  while  in  the  latter,  the  turges-  lular  membrane  most  abounded,  and  was 

cence  had  its  seat  more  particularly  in  most  lax*-how  serous  and  fibrous  tissues 

the  capillary  veins.  seldom  suppurated,  and  when  they  did  it 

The  paper  proceeded  to  treat  of  and  was  always  sparingly ;  and  why  a  common 

to  exemplify  the  power  of  the  arteries  to  phlegmon  should  readily  suppurate,  and  a 

determine  Mood  to  particular  parts  inde-  boil  should  not 

pendent  of  the  heart,  and  then  deduced  Pain  as  a  consecutive  symptom  of  in- 

the  increased  temperfiture'of  a  part  in-  flammntion  next  came  under  notice ;  and 

flamed  from  the  difl*erence  of  capacity  for  it  was  shewn   that  this  was  mainly   at- 

<raloric  the  blood  underwent  in  changing  tributable  to  the  distended  state  of  the 

from  arterial  into  venous,  and  how  the  blood-vessels  extending  or  stretching  the 

release  and  evolution  of  the  latent  caloric  tissue  or  structure  in  which  the  inflamma- 

which  went  on  in  the  capillary  system,  tion  was  seated ;  and  that,  eaitris  paribus, 

kept  up  the  temperature  of  the  surface  in  the  pain  was  always  most  severe  in  those 

health,  and  how  its  inordinate  evolution  tissues  that  yielded  with  the  greatest  diffi-. 

alone  made  it  a  morbid  symptom  as,  most  culty. 

eonspicuously,  as  well  as  conclusively,  ex-  Gang^ne  and  sphacelation  were  next 

emplified  in  scarlatina.  briefly  referred  to,  as  results  rather  than 

However,  while  there  existed   in   the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  since  both 

acute  stage  of  inflammation  an  increased  are  to  be  regarded,  the  one  as  a  partial, 

determination  of  blood  to  a  part,  the  mo-  the  other  as  a  total,  extinction  of  the  vital 

ment  it  entered  vessels  not  intended  in  powers  of  the  part — results  that  may  be 

their  natural  state  to  convey  red  globules,  induced  without  any  previous  inflamma- 

a  state  of  haemostasis  necessarily  ensued,  tion. 

From  this  state  of  engorgement  proceeded  The  paper  closed  with  some  detached 
an  effusion  of  serosity  into  the  cells  of  the  observations  introduced  as  corollaries,  and 
eontiguons  cellular  membrane  hi  common  referred  chiefly  to  serous  eff'usions.  The 
phlegmon,  or  into  serous  cavities,  when  author  was  inclined  to  regard  the  princi- 
serous  membranes  were  the  seat  of  inflam-  pal  function  of  the  cells  of  the  lax  cellular 
nation.  It  was  from  this  circumstance  membrane  as  reservoirs  spread  over  the 
(most  manifestly  exemplified  in  certain  surface  of  the  body,  to  receive  a  portion  of 
vesicles,  and  by  the  effects  of  a  blister)  that  the  circulation  when  from  some  morbid 
the  author  adduced  proofs  that  pus  was  cause  the  blood  in  the  superficial  capil- 
nothing  else  than  serosity  of  a  particular  laries  was  stopped  or  impeded  in  its 
qnality,  which,  by  a  spontaneous  change  course.  The  splanchnic  cavities  performed 
its  albumen  undergoes,  and  a  partial  an-  a  similar  office  to  the  large  viscera  when 
sorption  of  its  lymph,  had  been  converted  obstructed ;  and  the  author  concluded  his 
into  pus  —an  opinion  he  sustained  by  observations  with  narrating  an  unusual 
qooting  the  celebrated  experiment  of  Van  case  of  ascites  from  scirrhous  liver,  in 
Dwieten  on  nlcers,  the  purulent  change  which  several  of  the  exhalants  opening 
which  serosity  undergoes  under  our  eyes  in  on  its  anterior  aspect  were  so  enlarged,  a» 
▼arions  exanthematous  pustules,  how  pro-  readily  to  admit  the  end  of  a  probe., 
moters  of  serous  secretion  were  also  pro- 
moters of  suppuration,  and  lastly,  now  [It  has  been  arranged,  as  we  mentioned 
strictly  pus  and  serosity  were  identical  in  in  our  last,  that  the  discussion  of  this 
their  chemical  composition.  paper  is  to  take  precedence  of  other  busi- 

The  author  next  took  a  review  of  ana-  ness  at  the  next    meeting  on    Tuesday 

sarca  and  its  causes,  as  furnishing  addi-  next.] 
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•pjQj^  infHnging  on  the  otbeT'eprofUoDiL    At 

the  fountain  beadi,  ae  thcj  weie  calb^ 


MEETINO  AT  EXETKK  BILL. 


of  |>rofe8sioiial  honour  and  dignity,  tki 

leeemfy 
A  MEETING  of  the  medical  profession,  con-    tinctiont  prevailed,  inconsistent  both  with 


colleges  and  corporations,  unseemljy  dii* 


vpne<l  by  the  new  Astociation,  was  held  at  what  was  doe  to  the  memben  theoMehc^ 
Kxeter  Hall  on  Thursday  evening  last  and  to  the  public  at  laige.     Thoaaiastt- 
The  weather  was  extremely  unfavourable;  tutions  possessed  undue  powers,  and  «at 
noiwithstanding  which,  upwards  of  a  hun-  governed  by  defective  lawa.       Even  if  Ifci 
clrcd  gentlemen  were  present.   Many  were  antiquated  charters  of  Henir  YIIL  tmi 
unavoidably  absent  in  consequence  of  the  of  James  I.  also  of  Qeorge  III.  tcgedisr 
prevailing  epidemic.    A  few  minutes  after  with  more  recent  provisions,  wen  daly 
7  o'clock  Dr,  Webster,  the  Chairman,  executed,  they  wonla  still  be  totally  insdt. 
attended  by  several  members  of  the  Coon-  qnate  to  the  wants  and  raqnirementi  if 
dl,    entereid  the  room,  and  was  loudly  toe  profession,  as  wall  as  inooBBpaliyt 
greeted.  with  the  spirit  and  Intelligence  of  thi 
The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  business  times.    In  some  cases  the  poweos  then 
of  tlic  meeting,  said  that  it  was  convened  institutions  possessed  had  been  employad 
for  the  purpose  of  listening  to  a  statement  for  the  purposes  of  persecution  and  op- 
of  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  Asso.  pression.    The  address  then   nfend  ta 
ciation,  and  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  cnmplaiaed 
proposed  to  carry  those  objects  into  effect,  of  the  ui^ust  and  degraiding  divisioa  if 
At  a  provisional  meeting  which  had  been  the  Fellows  and  the  Licentiates.  The  ftist 
held,  it  was   resolved  that  the   Society  were  a  sort  of  aristocratic  rank,  plnniag 
should  be  called  The  Britisu  Medical  themselves  on  their  supposed  saperiority« 
Association;  that  a  council  should  be  in  having  been  edncated  at   Oxford  at 
formed,  and  officers  appointed ;  and  that  a  Cambridge,  though  the  fact,  was,  that  al 
code  of  laws  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  those  Universities  the  facilities  for  acqaiiw 
the  Association  should  be  drawn  up,  sub-  inga  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  medidac^ 
ject  to  the  consideration  of  a  subsequent  as  well  as  the  mode  of  teaching,  wero  hr 
meeting.    The  names  of  the  gentlemen  less  than  at  many  other  places.     The  Li- 
who  compMcd  the  Council  womd  now  be  centiates,  on  the  other  hand,  though  de- 
read,  and  the  code  of  laws  would  be  sub-  graded  and  insulted,  had  generally  reoeiv- 
mitted  to  the  meeting.  ed    a    thorongh    education    in     all    the 
The  names  of  the  Council  bdng  read,  branches;  they  were  nevertheless  accoant- 
The  Chairman  proceeded  to  read  an  ed  unworthy  of  a  single  post  of  honoar  ia 
address  of  some  length,  for  the  purpose  of  the  College,  and  were  generally  exdadcd 
explaining  more  fully  the  prinoinles  and  from  Court   and    public    appointments. 
objects  of  the  Association.  It  first  referred  Yet,  by  a  recent  return  to  parliament,  the 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  medical  pro-  whole  number  of  Fellows  was  113,  of  whom 
fession   of  England,  as  it  regarded  the  60  resided  in  I>ondon,  while  the  Lteea- 
consulting  physician,  the  surgeon,  and  the  tiates  amounted  to  374,  of  whom  143  are 
general  practitioner.    Three  causes  were  resident  in  the  metropolis.      But  the  Col. 
assigned  for  that  state ;  first,  the  neglect  lege  of  Sui^geons  was  still  more  illiberal, 
of  medical  affairs  by  the  legislature ;  se-  monopolizing,    and    exclusive.      It    was 
condly,  the  selfishness  and  misgovemmcnt  governed  by  a  Council  of  31,  who  weiv 
of  those  who  OQght  to  encourage  medical  self  elected,  and  continued  for  life.    The 
science,  and  protect  the  profession;  and  members  of   the  commonalty  were  said 
thirdly,  and  chiefly,  from  the  apathy,  jea-  to  amount  to   12,*^4;  yet   the  bye-laws 
loQsy,  and  disunion,  existin^^  in  the  body  of    the   College    excluded    all    membeis 
itself.     Various  attempts  had  been  made  who    were    general    practitioners    from 
to  redress  their  grievances,  but  in  vain,  having    any    voice    in    the    electi<m    of 
The  burden  was,  at  length,  become  almost  the  Council.     Counsellors  could  only  he 
insupportable.    Systematic  attempts  were  chosen  from  among  the  consulting,  or  jwrf 
still  made  to  degrade  and  lower  the  re-  surgetm*,  who    amounted  to   about  oae 
spectability    and    usefulness  of   medical  hundred  in  London,  and  nearly  the  aaBW 
practitioners;  and  the  cup  of  endurance  had  number  in  the  large  towns-;  bat  Uie  latter 
risen  to  orcrflowing.     The  profession  was  were  not  eligible.    Persons,  even  among 
now  aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  duty  it  owed  those,  if  known  to  be  of  liberal  principles, 
to  itself,  and  the  present  was  regarded  as  a  were  passed  over,  or  could  onlv  take  Uieir 
most  fit  time  to  obtain  redress.    Many  seats  by  turning  traitors  to  tneir .  princi- 
divisions  and  distinctions  prevailed  whicn  pies,  and  as  the  reward  of  their  aposiacy. 
were  unnatural  and  degrading.    The  inte-  Then  as  to  the  Comnany  of  Apothecaries: 
rests  of  the  three  branches  were  placed  in  what  monstrous  ana  absurd  powers  had 
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been  granted  to  that  tnding  company ! —  prlndple  bad-  also  been  acknowledged  in 

pcywere  wbkb  were  almost  thmet  upon  the  new  charter  of  the  London  University, 

tliem  by  the  jealonsies  and  impolicy  of  the  that  degrees  coold  be  conferred  in  the  me- 

Colleges  of  Soiveons  and  Physicians;--  tropolis,  and  without  reference  to  any  re- 

powers  at  wbieh  they  themselves  were  ligions  opinions  or  distinctions, 
greatly  surprised ;— powers  of  which  ther        The  address  then  adverted  to  two  pro. 

oQght  long  ago  to  have  been  deprived,  visions  made  in  the  code  of  laws;  the  first 

There  were,  it  was  tme,  some  distingfuished  of  which  vras  the  appointment  of  a  Court 

and  amiable  men  in  all  those  bodies, but  in  of  Honour,  for  the  adjustment   of  an^ 

their  corporate  capacities  were  exhibited  misunderstandings   between  members  of 

the  natural' and  nnfortnnateeffeets  of  irre-  the  profession;  and  secondly,  the  forma- 

iponsible  powers,  and  the  rottenness  of  the  tion  of  a  benevolent  fVind,  for  the  assist 

whole  system,  at  present, of  medical  policy,  tance  of  decaved  members  of  the  profes^ 

The  address  then  referred  to  the  cnanges  sion,    and   their  widows   and  orphans. 

which  might  be  produced  bv  the  introdoe-  The  address  concluded  by  an  urgent  re* 

ticm  of  wnolesome  laws— by  institutions  commendation  of  the  principles  and  ob^ 

properly  eleeted  and  duly  responsible — by  jects  of  the  Association,  and  a  call  upon 

doe   encouragement   to   real  talent,  &c.  all  present  for  vigorous  and  persevering 

There  would  then  be  no  exclusive  teachers  *  co  operation. 

—no  favourite  schools,  apart  from  real  Mr.  Ealbs,  the  Secretary,  then  read  the 
ikill— >the  great  hospitals  would  be  pn-  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Association. 
rifled  from  miagovemment  and  nepotism ;  Mr.  Powkll  proposed  a  resolution,  to 
there  would  be  leg^l  competition ;  ho-  the  effect  that  the  meeting  cordially  ap" 
nours  and  dignities  would  be  accessible  to  proved  of  the  objects  and  intentions  of 
all  who  deserved  them ;  unqoalifiea  and  the  Association ;  that  it  approved  also  of 
illegal  practitioners  would  be  restrained  ;  the  code  of  laws  which  had  be«n  read,  and 
ouaekenr  would  be  put  down,  or  greatly  recommended  their  adoption;  and  that 
oiminished;  chemistsand  druggists  would  the  address  delivered  by  the  chairman  be 
be  duly  registered,  and  not  allowed  to  printed  and  distributed  among  members 
praetise  or  prescribe.  Then  no  pourJaw  of  the  profession.  He  lamented  that  any 
eommissioners,  or  their  deputies,  would  jcalousyordisnnion  should  prevail  amongst 
be  able  to  control  a  class  of  gentlemen,  or  members  of  the  medical  profession,  as  that 
Introdooe  their  pretended  self.supporting  was  one  cause  why  their  injuries  had  been 
dnbaj  or  advertise  for  parochial  sur*  so  long  perpetuated.  They  were  not  be- 
gaona,  or  for  attending  on  the  poor  by  hind  the  professors  of  law,  or  of  theology, 
tender.  For  the  attainment  of  such  ob.  in  their  aims  to  benefit  their  fellow  men, 
jects  the  Association  was  formed,  and  now  and  yet  there  was  no  body  of  men  so  ge- 
HHiglit  the  co-operation  of  the  whole  pro-  nenuly  disregarded.  The  fault  he  bc- 
fession.  It  was  not  intended  to  assume  a  licred  to  be  altogether  their  oivn.  They 
literary  or  scientific  character — that  was  had  not  stood  before  the  public  in  their 
ikfemed  nnncce^rarv ;  its  intention  was  to  just  position  ;  they  hud  been  estimated  as 
confine  itself  chiefly  to  what  was  called  a  set  of  tradesmen ;  and,  though  they  la- 
the business  of  the  profession.  Its  central  bourcd  hard,  they  often  lived  poor 'and 
situation,  its  contiffuity  to  parliament,  died  in  want.  He  was  anxious  the^  should 
its  vicinity  to  the  Colleges,  &c.  rendered  it  assume  their  proper  station.  Emirts  had 
remarkably  adapted  to  that  pnrjiose.  sometimes  been  made,  but,  because  of 
Meanwhile  they  wished  to  encourage  the  some  pecuniary  loss,  individuals  had  been 
rormation  of  Provincial  Associations,  who  discouraged,  and  their  privileges  were  not 
miffht  contribute  the  requisite  funds,  obtained.  He  sincerely  wished  that  invl-' 
eoUcct  evidence  and  information  as  to  the  dious  distinctions  were  at  an  end,  and 
existing  evils,  watch  the  workings  of  the  that  regard  was  had  to  talent,  irrespective 
Poor* Law  Commissioners'  schemes,  for-  of  minor  considerations.  Where  there 
ward  petitions  to  parliament,  &c.  3cc.  The  was  real  talent,  it  would  be  found  out  by 
present  period  was  remarkably  favourable  the  public,  and  they  would  patronize  it.- 
to  such  a  union  of  liberal-minded  men.  He  adverted  to  some  of  the  provisions 
The  legislature  and  the  government  seemed  made  by  the  code  of  laws,  and  expressed 
|uite  willing  to  interfere.  They  had  his  earnest  cpcpectation  that,  by  unity  of 
lately  afforded  assistance  to  a  highly-  effort,  they  should  succeed,  however  small 
Lalealed  member  of  the  profession,  who  their  beginnings,  to  accomplish  all  they 
vaa  aisAa  member  of  the  House  of  Com-  wished. 

Bona  (Mr.  Wakley),  in  obtaining  the  Me*        Mr.  HooPEa  dwelt  on  the  importance 

lical  Witness  Bill;  and  further  assistance  of  the    Benevolent   Fund,  and   lamented 

WMM  promised  him  by  Lord  John  Russell,  that  the  medical  )>rofession  should  be  so 

in   the  formation  of  a  ctimmittee  for  in-  far   behind  some  of   the   most   ordinary 

|uiriiig  as  to  the  medical  relief  aObrdcd  trades.     He  also  adverted  to  the  protec- 

1»   the  jKMir  in   the   Unions.    The  grtat  tion  which   they   needed    a^a\Ti%\  Vk\\\^^\ 
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prosecutioDs.    Some  might  lay,  **  Apply  He  should  wiih  it  to  preaeire  the  di- 

to  the  College  of  Surgeons  to  assist  ?ou ;"  meter  of  a  reprateotative  society. 

but  he  believed  that  he  might  as  well  ap-  Dr.  A.  T.  Tromsoii  tliooght  they  W 

ply  to  St  Paul's  Church  Yard.    He  se-  not  acted  wisely  to  set  oat  by  vilifying ■; 

conded  the  resolution  with  much  pleasure,  individual  or  corporate  bodies.    He  to 

Dr.  Murray,   of   Lincoln's  Inn,  had  not  prepared  to  oppose  the  foimatioa  rf 

been  induced  to  desert  the  profession,  be-  the  Association,  nor  was  he  prepaivd  tout 

cause  of  the  difficulties  which  lay  in  the  the  length  of  what  bad  beeo  stated  in  Ik 

road  to  eminence— because  empirics  and  address.    He  could  not  thas  join  to  villljf 

quacks  had  been  allowed  to  practise  with  public  bodies. 

impunity— and  because,  in  the  corporate  The  Chairmah  wished  to  know  wtal 

bodies,  a  system  of  exclusion  and  nepo-  body  had  been  vilified, 

tism  prevailed,  by  which  persevering  talent  Dr.  Thomson  referred  to  what  Ind  Vam 

was  often  excluded  from  dignity  and  ho-  said  about  the  Colleges.     The  Aftffcjatiff 

nour.    That  state  of  things  had  arisen  out  ought  to  have  been  one  of  inqniiyyaadMl 

of  the  want  of  union  in  the  profession,  of  censure.    Such  inquiry  might  be  pis- 

and  from  the  want  of  proper  laws  to  pu-  ductive  of  much  good.    Let  not  tlie  Ami* 

nish  mere  pretenders,  and  to  protect  men  ciation  plunge  at  once  Into  a  radical  » 

of  real  talent.    The  proposed  Court  of  form   which  can  only  do  injanr.     B* 

Honour  would  have  very  little  to  do  if  would  fain  become  a  member  of  the  Ami* 

such  an  Association  prospered.    The  pro-  ciation,  but  he  could  not  snpport  tlmtpoi. 

fession  would  not  then  be  subjected  to  in.  tion  of  the  address,  and  sooDld  be  vciy 

suit  from  deputies  and  subalterns  of  poor-  sony  to  see  it  published. 

lawcommissioncrs,nor  be  treated  as  though  Mr.  Powell  replied  that  inquiry  vii 

they  were  errand  boys  to  the  poor.    Then  altogether  unnecessary  where  abuses  vm 

the  quack,  on  one  side,  would  not  be  able  so  palpable.     They   might  proceed  ii  s 

to  thrust  his  drastic  pill    by    hundreds  namby-pamby  course  of  inquiry,  askiig 

down  the  throats  of  his  wretched  patients,  the    corporate  bodies  to    assist  theoi  -* 

nor  would  a  fashionable  quack,  on  the  currying  favour  with  the  men  who  bsA 

other  handy  stand  by  the  couch  of  cxpir-  been   trampling    upon   them   for  tweatv 

ing  mortality  prescribing  the  decillionth  of  vears.    The  abuses  were  well  knows,  asi 

chamomella.     Had  such  an   Association  he   would  have  them   seek   relief  mhen 

been  formed  some  time  ago,  he  should  not  alone  it  could  be  rationally  hoped  for— 

have  abandoned  the  profession  of  medicine  namely, from  the  l^tdature'of  the  conatiy. 

for  a  profession  which  was  far  more  ardu-  The  Chairman  disclaimed  all  intentioa 

ous,  but  which  presented  no  barrier  to  to  vilify  any  individuals  or  body  of  bmIi 

persevering  industry.    He  wished  to  know  and  deprecated  all  new  inqniiy,  as  aUo- 

whether  one  object    of   the   Association  gether  unnecessary. 

would  be  to  obtain  a  consolidation  of  the  Mr.   Booy  said   that  he    had  seceded 

various  laws  in  reference  to  the  profession,  from  the  Association  on  the  ver?  ground 


The  Chairman,  in  reply,  stated  that    taken  bv   Dr.  Johnson.     The  add 

such  an  object  would  be  desirable,  as  well  most  pleasing  and  delightful   with  that 

as  the  obtaining   of    new    laws    which  exception.    He  wished  aU  distlnctiuns  U 

should  embrace  the  whole  profession.    He  be  done  away  with ,  he  hated  them,  though 

thought   the  profession  might  be  divided  he  loved  the  men  who  bore  them.    The 

into  two  general  classej; — the  general  prac-  dubt  would  fain  make  them  appear  little 

titioner.0,  and  the  consulting  practitioners,  men,  that  they  might  stride  over  then  ai 

Dr.  J.  Johnson  agreed  that  talent  ought  so  many  Colossuses. 
to  form  the  only  distinction  in  the  pro-  Mr,  Lucas  contended  that  as  pure  sar< 
fession ;  but  he  thought  that  as  such  ob-  geons  laboured  under  grievances  in  con- 
jections  were  urged  against  the  College  of  mon  with  general  practitioners,  the  latter 
Surgeons  because  they  excluded  general  ought  not  to  act  so  ungeneronsly  to  the 
practitioners  from  their  Council,  it  was  former  as  to  exclude  them  fnnn  this  As- 
cqually  objectionable  on  the  part  of  the  sociation,  and  thereby  aid  In  preventiiig 
Association  to  exclude  surgeons  and  phy-  them  from  obtaining  redress, 
sicians  from  its  Council.  Such  exclu-  Mr.  Webb  said  that  he  read  the  ad- 
sions  were  neither  liberal  nor  politic,  verti^ements  by  which  the  present  as- 
and  though  he  was  not  personally  affected  sembly  was  conVened,  and  he  determined 
by  them,  he  could  not  but  think  it  would  upon  appearing  amongst  them,  and  join- 
be  best  that  talent  should  be  the  qualifica-  ing  the  Association.  He  had,  however, 
tion,  irrespective  of  the  particular  line  of  been  much  displeased  with  the  addms 
practice.  which  had  been  read,  and  had  resolved  to 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  such  an  give  a  silent  vote  against  it   Observations 

alteration  ought  to  be  introduced,  if  the  had  since  been   made  which  had  led  him 

Council  saw  fit,  as  he  wished  the  AsMicia-  to  the  conclusion  that  it  ought  not  to  ap> 

tion  to  be  placed  on  the  broadest  basis,  pcur  before  the  public  that  the  geneial 
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practitioners   iiiitiiiiiie«M£y  coDcurred  in  pointed  proper  eiaminere,  and  the  pro- 

tbe  remarks  which  bad  been  made  against  fession    would    have    derived    an    equal 

the  three  corporate  bodies.     The  chair-  amount  of  benefit.    It  was  not  intended 

man  had  asked  what  those  corporations  that  such  powers  should  fall  on  the  So- 

hmd  done  for  the  profession ;   in  reply  to  ciety  of  Apothecaries ;  and  Dr.  Burrows 

which  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  simply  answer,  had  stated,  in  his  parliamentary  evidence, 

that  to  them  they  were  indebted  lor  nearlv  that  it  was  not  prepared  to  receive  them. 

the  whole  of  the  medical  literature  which  There  was  so  much  illiberality  in  the  body, 

th^  possessed.  that  Dr.  Burrows  was  obliged  to  withdraw 

Mr.  Meade,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Thomson's  himself  fh>m  them.    He  was  sorry  to  be 

^haervations,  contended  that  if  they  want-  compelled  to  make  these  remarks;    bnt 

«d  reform  in  the  medical  profession,  they  having  grievances  of  which  to  complain, 

must  not  have  recourse  to  milk-and  water  they  would  be  fools  if  they  did  not  seek 

speeches  regarding  the  Colleges.    If  they  their  redress. 

went  before  those  institutions  cringing,  Dr.  Thomson  felt  called  upon  to  state, 

tbcy  would  be  spumed  fh>m  their  doors,  that  he  had  been  very  greatly  misunder- 

No  spirit  should  induce  the  general  prac-  stood.    He  had  stated  that  he  had  no  ob- 

titionen  to  dissever  themselves.    The  Col-  jection  to  the  Association ;  so  far  from  it, 

leges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  could  he  had  attended  the  meeting  with  a  view 

not  withstand  the  united  exertions  of  the  of  supporting  it,  but  he  did  not  anticipate 

medical  profession.     They  had  too  long  hearing  the  language  which  the  adoress 

borne  the  oppressive  measures  of  those  contained.      It  was  his  decided  opinion 

chartered  bodies.    The  Society  of  Apothe-  that  the  mode  of  gaining  the  object  which 

caries  had  opposed  the  most  beneficial  the  Association  had  in  view,  was  not  that 

measures,  and  had  done  but  little  to  raise  of  couching  their  sentiments  in  strong 

the    profession  in  the  estimation  of  the  terms ;  they  ought  to  speak  sincerely,  but 

pablic      They  did  not  protect  medical  calmlv.     l*he   language  of   the   a[ddress 

.men  from  quackf(,-r-on  the  contrary,  they  would  be  injurious  to  the  Association ;  he 

had    shewn    a    disposition    to  prosecute  regretted    it    deeply,     because    he    was 

members  of  the  College  rather  than  those  anxious  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Associa- 

who  had  no  diploma  whatever.     He  was  tion.     It  had  bcwn  loosely  stated  that  no- 

snre  that  the  address  was  sufficiently  mild,  thing  but  talent  ought  to  regulate   the 

and  though   he  had  listened   to  it  with  opinion  of  the  public ;  but  the  public  had 

great  attention,  he  had  not  heard  any  not  shewn  themselves  accurate  discrimi- 

terms  which  could  be  construed  into  vili-  nators,  and  could  not  judge  of  the  qualifi- 

fication.    He  was  sure  that  on  subsequent  cations  of  medical  practitioners  without 

xeflection  Dr.  Thomson  would  come  to  the  the  aid  of  some  other  test  than  their  own. 

conclusion  that  the  terms  which  he  (Dr.  He  conceived  that  different  ranks  were 

T.)  had  employed  were  unjustly  severe,  still  necessary  in  the  profession. 

He  tmsted  that  this  Association  would  go  The   CHAiaMAN    suggested    that    that 

on  and  prosper.  question  had  not  been  mooted,  and  that 

Mr.   Lucas   was  desirous  of  knowing  talent  was  not  sufficient  for  a  medical  man 

whether  it  was  competent  to  an  individual  without  proper  qualifications. 

to    offer  a    motion    with  regard  to  the  Dr.  Thomson  resumed :  But  who  were 

rales.  to  give  them  tho-e  qualifications  ?     It  was 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  negative,  now  vested  in  the  three  corporate  bodies. 

They  must  remain  unaltered  till  the  meet-  He  thought  that  the  Society  of  Apotheca- 

ing  in    March.      He   could    assure   Dr,  ries  had  been   unhandsomely  treated;  it 

Thomson  that  the  address  had  not  been  had  taken  general  practitioners  from  the 

drawn  up  in  a  hostile  spirit.    It  was  of  no  low  state  in  which  they  formerly  stood, 

use  to  make  inquiries :   they  knew  that  and  made  them  scientific  men.   Dr.  Thom- 

rrievances  did  exist.     What  boon  had  the  son  then  contended  that  the  medical  pro- 

Society  of  Apothecaries  conferred  on  the  fession  had  failed  to  reform  itself,  and 

profession  ?    Did  they  hear  of  the  Society  that  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the 

prosecuting  a    quack,    or  adopting  any  present  legal  oliligations  to  attain  a  cer- 

other  measures  calculated  to  promote  the  tain    degree  of  education,  that    general 

interests  of  the  profession  ?    With  respect  practitioners  were  better  qualified  than 

to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  it  had  opposed  formerly.     He  admired  the  Association, 

the  verv  act  which  had  been  landed  by  and  hoped  that  the  assembly  would  speak 

Dr.    Tbomson — the    Apothecaries'    Act  of    their    grievances    like    sober-minded 

It  was  disgraceful  to  place  such  power  men. 

in    a    trading  body  :    it  ought  to  have  Mr.  Crisp  argued,  that  if  the  public 

been    invested    in    the   hands    of   those  were  unable  to  discern  men  of  talent,  they 

who    were    neither   surgeons    nor   phy-  must  be  enlightened  upon  the  subject 

sicians.    Had  the  power  been  conferred  The  Chairman  admitted  that  a  great 

on  stone-masons,   tney  might   have  ap-  deal  of  good  had  been  done  by  the  Apo- 
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thecnries'  Act,  but  it  was  procured  from  name  to  which  I  eertainlj  hafe  M 

the  legislature    by  geueral   practitioners  objection,  he  sara,   tliat  whila  i 

themsehes.    He  hoped  that  they  would  him  with  inconalsteDcy  I  do  not 

fioon  have  one  faculty  of  medicine  existing  my  own ;  that  I  hare  oppoacd  w 

in  this  country,  having  equal  powers.    It  words  of  the  moment  to  facta  wi 

was  the  svstem  of  favouritism  which  had  required  many  yean  to  collect  ai 

frequently  prevented  men  of  talent  from  tigate;"  and  tbeD,  in  an  indirart 

succeeding  in  their  profession.   It  was  very  endeavours  to  show  that  I  have  la 

rare  for  a  Licentiate  of  theCoUege  of  Pby-  judices  against  Bfr.  Radlcy**  m 

siansto  become  a  court  physician.  treating  fractured  bonea,  mmfy  b 

The  resolution  was  then  submitted  to  was  new  to  me ;  bat  I  beg  to  dw 

the  meeting,  and  carried  almost  unani-  if  Mr.  Searle  will  read  the  pajMH 

mously.  have  published  on  that  anbject. 

The  Chairman  hoped  that  Dr.  Thom-  Journal,  he  will  peroeiTC  that  1  i 

son  would  favour  the  Association  with  the  duced  reasons  in  sapport  of  mj  • 

aid  of  his  talenU.  to  Mr.  Radley's  practice,  and,  I 

Dr.  Thomson  again  expre5sed  himself  that  I  have  not  opposed  that  gca 

as  friendly  to  the  Association,  but  not  to  mode  of  treating  fVactured  bom 

the  address.  because  it  was  new  to  me. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply  to  a  question        Mr.  Searle  then  rocs  on  to  hooM 

addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Glass,  one  of  the  and  observes,  that  I  should  hare  b 

pupils  at  the  London  University,  stated  more  like  a  true  investigator,  i 

that  he  saw  no  objection  to  pupils  joining  denouncing  that  method  of  tiea 

the  Association.  eases  as  a  "  mania,"  I  had  first  m 

Dr.  Hull  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  of  it;  which   is  just  as  mach  a 

to  the  Chairman,  which  was  carried  by  ac-  that  no  one  should  presume  to 

damation.  any  medical  novelty,   however  i 

The  Chairman  briefly  acknowledged  may  apiieor  to  be,  without  first 
the  compliment,  and   the  meeting  sepa-     But  how  is  hom(r<ipathy  to  be  tri 

rated.  tninly   not  in   mild,    trifling  eoi 

htr:insc,  in  such  caM.ti,  nature  wo 

piTform   the  cures,  and   homora] 

OBSERVATIONS  eeive  the  credit.     And  1   beg  to 

ON  that  ilic  man  f%ho,  in  the  caae  of  i 

MR.  SEARLE'S  VIEWS   RESPECT-  Z^'Ti:"^  p'l^^iS%.T7r  I 

ING  THE  TREATMENT  OF  doses  of  common  sulphur,  or  of  i 

INFLAMAIATION.  kind  of  medicine,  in  order  that  1 

give  homopopathy  a  trial,  would 

f    St.    -n^-s        /•  w     *r  I-     f^       ss         8«<»n  find,  by  the  fate  of  his  patie 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.      ,,e  bad  committed  an  em»r,  th7rec 

Sir,  of  which,  unless  his  conscience  I 

As  Mr.  Searle,  of  Rennington,  has  pub-  to  he  "  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron 

lished  a  reply  in  your  journal,  to  the  ob-  imbitter  many  of  the  moments  u 

serrations  which  I  some  time  ago  made  ture  life. 

upon  a  i>aper  of  hi«,  and  as  he  seems  to         Ilomrpnpathy  is  not  quite  ao 

think  I  nave  acted  disingenuously  towards  in  its  nature  as  some  persons  in 

him,  I  beg  that  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  be.      It  is  tnie    that  the  ex< 

to  make  room  m  your  next  number  for  small  doses  of  medicine  which  a 

the  following  rejoinder: —  cannot   ])nssibly  of  themselves  d 

Mr.  Searlt:  commences  his  reply,  by  say-  but  the   time  which   mu<t  neces 

ing  that  I  have  assumed  a  name  which  spent  in  administering  them,  and 

does  not  belong  to  me;  that  my  proper  name  ing  for  their  e(ri>cts,  when  otbvr  i 

is  **  Ctmservative,"    because    I    complain  rational  means  ought,  at  th^  first 

**  that  long-cherished  medical  theories  and  been  had  recttursc  to,  cannot  be 

modes  of  practice  are  (being)  abandoned :"  I  therefore,  notwithstanding  Mr 

and  surely,  if  I  am  on  that  account  to  be  opini<m  n|>on  this  iH>int,  do  cims 

so  denominated,  I  may  take  the  liberty  to  a  **  (ru^  iniyyfij>aior/*  with<»ut  first 

retort,  and  to  call  Mr.*Searle  a  "  Radical,"  experiments  acc«)nl ing  to  the  infin 

bi'cause  he  wishes,  with  the  besom  of  de.  system,   may   safely   venture   to 

struction,  to  sweep  away  *' theories  and  tiling  which  is  so  obviooaly  absai 

works  of  practice,"  which  experience  has  moMtpathy  a  **  mania.'* 
U'«l  the  members  of  the  pri>fcssion  to  che-        Mr.  Searle  next  proceeds  to  wha 

risli,  and  to  raise  in   their  stead  "  new-  hi«  own  "  mania,**  and  complain* 

fangh'd  doctrines.'*    After  l>efltowlng  u|>on  making  l«Nt   short  a  quotation   i 

me    the  appellation  of   C'ouienrativc,  a  i^uiht,  I  have  made  it  appear  t 
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Actiec,  in  the  treatment  of  inflammatorv  his  charge,  the  practice,  even  then.  Is  in*, 

leases,  to  give  food  freely  with  one  hand,  consistent,  because  it  is  in  direct  opposi 

id  tartarized  antimony  ^ith  the  other,  tion  to  the  **  new-fangled"  doctrine,  which 

e  sayi,  that  tartarlzed  antimony  is  so  far  it  is  Mr.  Searle*s  object  to  support. 

un  being  a  favourite  remedy  of  his,  that  But  Mr.  Searle  does  not,  in  every  part 

I  has  not  recommended  it  to  be  taken  in-  of  the  paper  which  he  has  published  in  the 

rnaliy,  above  ten  times,  within  the  last  Lancet,  restrict  the  use  of  tartarized  anti- 

c  Tears ;  and  that  he  placed  it  at  the  mony  to  cases  in  which  considerable  py. 

«d  of  a  list  of  sedatives,  because  it  is  rexia  attends  subacute  inflammation,  or, 

Dst  fre<iucnt]y  employed  by  the  profes-  in  other  words,  to  very  delicate  persons, 

ID,  and  Dccause  he  wished  to  make  con*  who  cannot  take  fooa,  as  the  following 

lerable  strictures  upon  its  use.    But  how  quotation  from  that  paper  will  show : — 

old   I,  by  reading  the  paper  which  he  *<  The  most  direct  method  of  removing 

iblished  in  the  Lancet,  know  that  this  was  inflammation  is  suggested  by  (observing  the 

8  intention  ?     In  that  paper  he  does  not,  manner  in  which  it  was  produced.     For 

far  as  I  can  see,  even  hint  at  any  thing  instance,  if  a  local  phlegmasia  be  brought 

ce  a  want  of  affection  for  tartarized  an-  on  by  excitement  of  the  general  circula- 

Dony,  excepting  in  cases  where  the  arte-  tion,  the  use  of  an  agent  which,  like  tat- 

d  action  is  very  high  and  strong;  on  ia'iied  antimony t  depresses  the  general  cir* 

e  contrary,  he  never  fails  to  name  it  first  culation,  is  the  most  direct  method    of 

iienever  he  has  occasion  to  recommend  counteracting  the  agency  of  the  cause,  and, 

latives;  even  in  the  very  quotation  re-  as  it  were,  of  undoing  the  disease."    Here 

eeting  which  he  thinks  that  I  have  dealt  there  is  no  restriction  to  the  use  of  tar. 

ifairly  with  him,  he  uses  the   following  tarized  antimony.     No,  the  treatment   is 

>rds:— "  If  con!«iderable  pyrexia  attend  to  be  conducted,  not  according  to  the  kind 

bacute  inflammation,  il  is  evident  that  of   inflammation,    but    according    to    its 

e    predisposing  cause,    excitability,    is  cause;  and,  thcfeforc,  although  a  patient 

cmter  than  the  exciting  cause,  iuflumma-  may  not  be  very  delicate  and  weak,  but 

m.     Under  these  circumstances,    febri-  on  the  contrary,  strong  and  robust,  if  the 

ge  medicines,  especially  those  of  a  seda-  disease  under  which  he  labours  has  been 

re  nature,  as  tartarited  antimoyiy,  digitalis,  brought  on  by  excitement  of  the  general 

;.  will,  in  general,'  produce  a  beneficial  circulation,  he  is  to  be  lowered  by  means 

fecL"    Now,  if  Mr.  Searle  docs  not,  by  of  tartarized  antimony ;  and  T  must  ob- 

lis  language,  mean  to  recommend  tar-  serve,  that  the    precepts    of  the  **  new- 

rized  antimony,  what  does  he    mean }  fangled  doetrine,"  as  far  as  regards  the 

ttt  he  says,  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  diet,  are  either,  at  the  same  time,  to  he 

e.  in  the  above  onotation  (which  it  ap-  followed  or  not.     If  they  are  not  to  be 

Bars  I  overlookea  in  my  remarks  upon  followed,  the  treatment  ispurely  lowering, 

in   paper)  had  been   really   omitted   by  It  is  ant'p/i<oi;/«(ic;  it  is  the  very  treatment 

im,  and  that  be  had  intended  to  rccom-  which,  if  Mr.  Searle  means  any  thing  by 

lend  tartarized  antimony  only,  (no  matter  what  he  writes,  it  is  his  avowed  object  to 

hether  he  intended  to  recommend  that  oppose;  and  if  they  are  to  be  followed, 

ledicine  only  or  along  with  other  things,  that  is  to  say,  if  milk,  beer,  wine  and 

e  certainly  did  recommend  it)  that  its  use  water,  eggs,  or  good  broth,  are  at  the  same 

1  restricted  to  cases  in  which  considerable  time  to  be  <*  fearlessly  administered,"  then 

yrexla  attends    subacute  inflammation;  the  inconsistency,  which  he  says  I  have 

lat  the  patients  who  arc  subject  to  this  disingenuously  laid  to  his  diarge,  becomes 

»rai  of    pyrexia  are  either   very  young  glaringly  conspicuous.    He  must,  there- 

bildren,  or  persons  of  very  delicate  eon-  fore,  either  admit  that  he  recommends,  at 

itotions,  who  habitually  take  but  little  one  time,  a  practice  which,  at  another,  he 

lod,  and  who,  when  ill,  manifest,  in  gc  ctmdemns,  or  that  I  have  not,  after  all, 

ermi,  an  insuperable  aversion  to  it;  that  dealt  unfairly  with  him,  by  making  it  ap- 

»  children  tartarized  antimony  is  never  pear  to  be  his  practice,  in  the  treatment  of 

iTen,  nor  even  thought  of;  ana  therefore  inflammatory  diseases,  to  give  food  freely 

ikt  there  can  be  no  inconsistency  in  giving  with  the  one  hand,  and  tartarized  anti- 

lat  remedy,  with  the  one  hand,  to  very  mony  with  the  other. 

elicate  persons,  who  have  an  aversion  to  But,  after  reading  the  paper  which  Mr. 

wd,  because,  as  they  cannot  take  nourish-  Searle  has  published  in  the  Lancet,  from 

lenty  it  is  impossible  to  feed  them  freely  the  beginning  totheend,it  will,  I  think, be 

fith  the  other.     Now  all  this  appears  to  very  difficult  for  any  one  clearly  to  under- 

M  to  be  merely  an  attempt  to  get  out  of  stand  what,  upon  the  whole,  he  really  does 

difficultv  through  a  loop-hole.     But,  ad-  mean.     In  one  part  of  that  paper  he  says, 

littlng  that  the  above  explanation  really  that  **  very  high  and  stroni?  arterial  action 

id  remove  the  inc<msistency  which  Mr,  cannot  be  controlled  by  sedative  medicines, 

learle  says  I  have  disingenuously  laid  to  as  tartarized  antimony  and  digitalis ;  for 
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small dosesof thesemedicineiihaTenoeflrect,  MARYLEBONE    SELF-SUPPOIT. 
while  large  doses  occasion  vomitings, which  jj|q  DISPENSARY. 

•re  oflcn  distressing  and  iojurions  to  in- 
flamed organs,  and,  unless  they  produce  a  pa.  corLAii D'a   EEaicNATiov. 

uniform  sedative  eflect,  they 'are  pemi-  

dous,  as  temporary  depression  of  the  dr-  j,^  ,^^  j^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  Medieml  Gtxdk. 
eolation  imlnces  reaction,  and   thus  de-  ^ 

feats  the  ohject  to   be  attained,   and   to  Sia, 

nauseate  the  stomach,  without  subduing  Yora  number  of  tha  7tb  ioatant  innHhi 

the  disea!^,  is  worse  than  useless,  as  it  a  letter,  signed  <*  W.  Ealea,"  m  Ihf  i^ 

renders  the  patient  incapable  of  taking  ject  of  seiif-snpportiDg  diipennriea  h 

that  nutriment  which,  of  ittelf  alme,  would,  this  letter  there  is  the  following  paai^ 

**  according  to  Mr.  Searle's  views,  tend  to  md^  James  Copland  was  the  coDsaUf 

diminish  the  pyrexia."    But  if  nutriment,  physidan  of  the  present  Marylebooe  Di^ 

in  a  caM  of  this  kind,  be  all  that  is  re-  jicnsary,  and  I  hare  been  aatborind  tf 

quired,  why  speak  of  ndatives  at  all.    It  him  to  tell  my  friends  that  he  was  tm- 

is  not  a  sedative  effect  that  is  wished  for,  pelled  to  withdraw  his  name  from  Chei» 

even  if  it  could  be  produced. '  N(»;  very  stitntion  in  consequence  of  flndiag  tkrt 

high  and  arterial  action  is  not,  according^  really  poor  persons  did  not  come  to  il^M 

to  Mr.  Searle's  views,  to  be  lowered;  on  thai  the  patients  were  sncb  asonghta' 

the  contrary,  it  is  to  he  tncrfosfci  by  nutri-  could  well  affdrd  to  pay  their  nedisd 

ment,  whicli,    if  "  judiciously  and    fear-  men."— P.  A68. 

Icssly  administered,"  will  of  itself  alone        This  statement  is  so  contraty  to  M 

tend  to  subdue  the  disease.     Now    this,  and  contains  such   a  serious  eharse  tt 

it  must  be  admitted,  is  strictiv  in  accord,  departure  from  the  prinei|4es  of  the  NoUk 

aiice  with  the   **  new-fangled  doctrine;'*  West  London  Self-supporting  Di»peii«r^ 

indeed,  it  is  the  new-fangled  doctrine  it-  that  T  have  been  directed  by  the  CuiBBil- 

self;  but  does  it  agree  with  the  practice,  tee  directly  to  contradict  it. 
which,  as  has  been  shown,  Mr.  Scarle,  in         Dr.  Copland's  letter  of  resignatioa  stalK 

another  ).art  of  the  same  paper,  recom-  as  his  reason  for  that  step,  simply  thathii 

mends,  of  giving  tartarized  antimony,  with  engi^ments  prevent  him  from  perfomlnff 

the   view  of    **  undoing  the  disease,"  by  satisfactorily  to  himself  the  duties  wbicB 

lowe-iug  increased  arterial   acti<in  ?      Let  devolve    upon    consulting    physidaa   to 

those  who  have  read  Mr.  Searle's  ]>aper,  the  Institution.    In  a  letter  writtsa  by 

and  who  clearly  understand  what,  upon  Dr.  Copland  a  few  days  since  to  one  of  tM 

the  whole,  he  really  does  mean,  give  the  medical  officers,  he  states,  "  as  to  the  a* 

answer.  pression  quoted  by  Mr.  Eales,  I  could  asC 

In  this  way  I  might  go  on,  making  quo-  have  made  use  of  that,  inaamach  as  I  ds 

tations  and  animadversions  upon  them :  not  know,  neither  have  I  had  an  oppnrta- 

but  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  do  nity  of  knowing,  whether  the  patients  of 

so,  because  the  new-fangled  doctrine  and  the  Self-supporting  Dispensary  are  ahleor 

my  remarks  upon  it  are  already  before  the  not  to  pay  a  medical  man ;"  and  althoogk 

members  of  the  profession,  who,  of  course,  in  this  letter  Dr.  Copland  expresses  Ut 

will  jnd^^c  of  bc»th  for  themselves.    I  shall  belief  that  this  and  other  kinds  of  medical 

therefore    conclude,   by  saving,    that  al.  charities  are  open   to  abuse,  he  admiti 

though  a  staunch  conservative,  I  am  not  that  he  has  not  seen  any  ont  ttufancvdurisg 

hostile  to  what  may  be  called  the  phlo-  his  connexion  with  the  North  West  Loa- 

GisTic  plan  of  treating  inflammatory  dis-  don  Self-supporting  Dispensary. 
eases,  because  it  is  new;  on  the  contrary.        The  rules  of  our  Institution  eaprenly 

if  it  should  so  happen  that  T  shall  at  some  declare  that  no  person  who  shall  appctf 

future  peri<id  of  my  life,  according  to  Mr.  to  the  Committee  able  to  pay  a  medical 

Searle*s  prediction,  become  convinced  of  attendant  in  the  usual  way,  shall  besii- 

the  soundness  of  his  views,  I  beg  t(»  assure  mitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  Institntios; 

him    that    I    shall    then,  instead  of  in-  manii  are  refused  on  this  account,  as  tbo 

dulging  in  disingenuous  observations,  at  mrani,  cmiditiout  hue.  of  the  applicants  aic 

once  abandon  "  my  long  cherished"  mode  investigated  by  a  committee,  before  tbcy 

of  practice,  become  his  follower,  and  sup-  are  entered. 

port,  with   zeal,  the  "  new-fangled  doc-         Further,  whenever  it  is  discovered  that 

trine.  "'—I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  the  means  of  a  benefitted  subscriber  are  be- 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  yond  the  limits  of  a  scale  fixed  by  the 

Intestioator.  Committee,  the  name  of  that  indiyidoal  is 

Jan.  16, 1837.  erased  from  the  books.     Several  instaacct 

of  this  kind  have  occurred ;  and  the  Coii*- 
mittee  will  be  always  thankful' to  receivo 

such  information  respecting  the  means  of 

any  of  the  subscribers  as  shall  prevent  aaj 
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abuse  of  the  Institution,  and  may  thus  all  the  suhjects  of  the  examination  ?  Sem- 

preclude  it  from  interfering  with  the  pri.  tator  also  asserts  that  the  University  can- 

Tate  practice  of  medical  men.     Those  who  not  in  any  way  injure  the  cause  of  the 

BOW  des^rade  themselTes  by  publishing  uu-  Court  of  Apothecaries.    Again,  I  think  he 

Ibunded  charges  and  gross  misrepresenta-  is  in  error.     I  do  not  say  it  trill  injure 

tlons  of  fact,  should  apply  their  attention  them,  for,  on  the  one  hand,  there  may  be  a 

to  the  actual  working  of  the  Institution;  reform  in  the  Company,  where  it  is  needed. 

they  would  witness  the  benefits  which  It  (and  is  there  any  public  Institution  that 

confers   on   the  class  relieved,  and    the  can  be  in  such  good  humour  with  itself  as 

bononrable  position  in  which  it  places  me-  to  flatter  itself  with  the  idea  that  it  needs 

dical  practitioners ;   and  if  they  should  no  reform  ?)  and  on  the  other,  the  Uni- 

discover  any  instances  of  misapplication  of  versity  may  not  in  any   way  excel — ^bnt 

the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  by  poinding  should  it  rise  like  a  beacon  to  the  medical 

them  out,  they  would  really  do  somewhat  world,  as  perfect  as  an  institution  of  this 

to  increase  its  utility,  and  serve  the  inte-  kind  can  be,  having  profited  by  the  errors 

iwts  of  the  medical  profession.  of  its  rival,  then,  1  think,  no  one  will  deny 

Trusting  that  the  same  benevolent  and  but  that  it  may  injure  the  business  in 

oandid  disposition  with  which  you  have  Blackfriars*.    I  have,  much  admired,  sir^ 

examined  into  the  principles  of  Self.sup-  the  temperate  manner  in  which  yon  have 

porting  Dispensaries  will  prompt  you  to  treated  this  subject  throughout,    and    I 

fnaert  in  vour  next  number  this  letter,  in  consider  you  are  not  less  a  Mend  to  the 

defence  of  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  interests  of  the  students,  beeanse  you  do 

aacH^essfully  established  in  London,  not  rant  and  rave  as  if  jra  bad  some  great 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  private  interest  in  the  flwtter.  The  longer 

Your  obedient  servant,  I  live,  the  moiv  f  an  convinced  that  no. 

Joseph  Hunt,  Secretary,  thing  of  any"  f«ltf  importance  can  be  ac- 

K.  W.  L.  Self-sopporting  Dlnpenaary,  COmpHshcdby   such   a  course. 

4U,  M nncheater-st.  Jan.  18,  1887.  ToUT' giving  this  insertion  in  your  next, 

will    gratify  an    admirer    and    constant 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
In  your  last  publication  but  one.  Scrutator 
lays  it  down  as  a  positive  rule  that,  be-  ">»•  a*  t.  Thomson. 

canse  a  gentleman  does  not  apply  for  a  ^    r,  j^ 

nandamns,  or  to  the  Court  of  Assistants,  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
in    case    he    considers   himself   unjustly  Sir, 

rejected,  he  must  be  conscious  that  he  It  is,  as  you  are  I  am  sure  aware,  utterly 

oonld  not  stand  the  test  of  a  fair  examina-  impossible  that  any  system  of  education 

tion.    In  my  opinion,  sir,  he  jumps  much  can  be  perfect,  or  even  beneficial  to  those 

too  quickly  to  a  conclusion.      In  the  first  engaged  in  its  acquirement,  unless  a  de- 

place,  there  is  a  very  general  impression  finite   understanding  exists  between    the 

tiiat  the  money  which  is  to  be  paid  on  teacher  and  those  taught,  as  regards  the 

such  a  demand,  is  thrown  away,  inasmuch  period  and  manner  of  couTeying  instruc- 


part  of  one  of  the  physi 

always  composed  of  such  tough  material  London  Hospital,  to  fulfil  his   necessary 

as  to  embolden  a  person  to  face  the  Court  and  mutual  compact,  (for  such  it  assuredly 

of  Examiners  wttn  an  exclamation  such  is,)  exists  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Anthony 

as  this— *<  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  questions  Todd  Thomson. 

yon  mar  put  to  me,  feeling  assured  that  I  From  the  foundation  of  the  hospital  it 
cannot  in  justice  be  rejected  "  And  where  has  been  declared,  that  clinical  instruction 
it  the  mind  so  comprehensive  that  does  and  lecture*  would  be  regularly  given  both 
not  shrink  from  an  examination  in  the  by  physicians  and  surgeons;  and,  indeed, 
ninntis  of  all  the  sciences  with  which  if  we  except  that  individual  whose  cul. 
stndents  are  expected  to  be  conversant  ?—  pable  negligence  has  called  forth  this  pub- 
not  that  I  mean  for  it  to  be  understood  lie  exposure,  that  pledge  has  been  honestly 
that  the  Examiners  expect  a  yery  intimate  and  faithfully  performed.  But  to  con- 
knowledge  of  all  the  sciences ;  but  I  tinue,  and  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
would  ask  any  one  to  apoeal  to  his  own  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  is  now  brought  before 
feelings,  and  say  whether  he  would  like  to  your  notice — Is  not  his  absence  from  the 
challenge  soch  a  body  of  men,  who,  trken  Hospiul,  during  the  days  he  should  ^Uvl 
coUectirelyi  no  doabt,  are  well  versed  in  bis  patients,  not  «n  occ«a\oim\  \^^v\  ^^^- 
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Atant  occurrence?  la  not  the  hour  npocified 
in  the  prosia-ctusen  as  the  period  he  goes 
round  the  wardit,  iuTariablj  passed  before 
he  mokes  his  aitpearance  at  the  Hctspital 
door?  And  lastlj*,  do  not  weeks  constantly 
elapse  without  his  deU?ering  a  clinical 
lecture,  or  even  making  a  clinical  remark 
in  his  passage  around  the  wards?  These 
questions,  which  must  all  be  answered  in 
the  uArraatirc,  require,  indeed,  no  com- 
ment on  my  part ;  they  may,  however,  not 
inaptly  fce  placed  as  a  set-off  to  those 
cases  occurring,  or  taid  to  occur,  at  other 
hospitals  by  a  c<»temporary  famed  for  his 
impartiality  (?)  but  who  at  least  shall  be 
nameless. 

I  may,  perhaps  shortly  have  occasion 
again  to  intrude  upon  your  notice— not,  I 
anticipate,  as  regards  the  hospital,  but 
with  some  strictures  on  a  portion  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  adjoining  c(d- 
lege.  In  reference  to  the  chair  of  materia 
medica,  assuredly  there  exists  a  something 
which,  unless  speedily  removed,  must  soon 
effect  such  a  chagge  —  revolution,  shall 
I  say.^ — as,  in  all  ]M»ssibility,  will  re-aet 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  place  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  that  building,  as  a  medical 
8ch(M>I,  in  perhaps  the  most  precarious 
situation. 

If,  among  the  abundance  of  communi- 
cations with  which  your  journal  weekly 
tecuis,  the  present  can  possibly  find  aa- 
mittunce,  ytm  will  confer  a  favour  on  your 
obedient  servant,  and  constant  reader. 

Observer. 

Jnnunry  20.  1837. 

[The  writer  has  authenticated  his  let- 
ter.^En.  Gaz.J 

NOIE  FROM  DR.  HAUGKAVE, 

OF    niBLIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir. 
I>c  the  London  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  of 
the  3 1  St  ult.  there  is  an  article  headed 
"  News  from  Dublin;"  being  informed 
that  it  is  attributed  to  me,  I  beg  through 
the  medium  of  the  Medical  (jazette  to 
state,  that  neither  directly  nor  indirectly 
did  I  ever  contribute  any  information 
whatever  to  that  or  any  other  journal,  re- 
lative to  the  subject  of*  the  above  commu- 
nication. 

To  Drs.  Graves  and  Stokes,  and  Mr. 
M.  CoUis,  of  the  Meath  Hospital,  I  am 
under  deep  and  lasting  oblixatious  for  the 
honourable  and  disinterested  support  given 
to  me  in  the  late  election  to  fill  the  surgi- 
cal vacancy  in  that  institution. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Habgbave,  M.B. 

York  Street,  Dablln. 
JsD.  14.  iasl7. 


TREATMENT  OF  INTESTfSAl 
FfSTULiE. 

Tbe  success  attending  the  employnnl 
of  the  hot  iron  io  the  cure  of  artiiey 
anus,  alreadv  recommeDded  by  Dicflri. 
bach,  is  confirmed  by  two  cmses  related  k 
Dr.  Fingerhuth. 

In  both,  abdominal  inflamnuitisi^ 
caused  by  vhdent  blows,  bad  been  fuUuwcd 
by  external  abscess,  to  which  sneccMk^ 
discharge  of  fmcal  matters.  Varioos  cai- 
teries  were  emph>yed  to  destroy  the  oieai- 
braifbs  lining  the  fistula*,  and  to  coanft 
them  into  granulating  suifaces,  but  vitk- 
out  pnMlnciiig  their  complete  obliteratios. 
The  fistulous  openings,  although  mm- 
what  diminished  by  imperfect  giaoibi- 
tions  showed  no  tendency  to  becnar 
closed.  Cauterization  was  then  adopted 
by  means  of  an  iron,  corresponding  ind^ 
meter  to  that  of  the  fistula*,  and  the  tea- 
perature  of  which  was  s<»ircely  elevated  to 
that  of  red  heat.  Luxuriant  grannlstinH 
scM)n  c«»vered  the  cauterized  parts,  the  If- 
tula)  diminished,  and  the  surfaces  beis; 
again  destroyed  by  a  heated  iron  corre- 
sponding in  size  to  the  apertures  which  f^ 
mained,  they  were  eventually  cured.— 
Woch,  Jar  d,e  ^n.  Iltitk.  DubUn  Jtmnmi, 
Jan.  1837. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BnHALS, 
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Fever,  Scarlet      .  0 
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Inflammation       •  17 
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BnilD  I 
Lung*  aod  Pleara  21 

tnfluenia     •  IS 

Inaanltf        .       .  4 

Jaundice       .  t 

Lfver,  diacucd    .  t 

Me««<le»         •        .'  7 

MorilUcatlon        .  S 

Paralysis              .  t 

Rlieumatism        •  1 

Small-pox     •       •  I 

Ttu-uah         •       .  t 
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Uiikaoim  CausM  9 

Caaaaliies            •  C 
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LECTURES  *^®  *>irth  was  premature  —  that  labour 

came  on  unexpectedly,  at  the  seventh  or 
ON  eighth  month — it  will  constitute  a  strong 

ground  of  defence;   but  such  proof  must 
FORENSIC    MEDICINE;         be  made  out  by  medical  e?idence. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  you  of 
MMihend  at  the  Aldersgate  School  rf  Medicine,    the  remark  1  made  in  a  former  lecture, 

that  premature  births  are  not  to  be  con- 
Br  WiLUAM  Cummin,  M.D.  founded  with  immature;  the  latter  ha? - 

ing  reference  solely  to  the  condition  of  the 
■  foetas  as  to    its  ae?elopment,  while  the 

former  always  implies  that  the  infant  has 

Lectdke  XVIII.  been  bom  before  the  regular  period,  or  the 

FKKMATuaB  AND  Rbtakded  Births—    |>"«  °«"*^y  aUottcd  to  a  natural  and 

OeeoMnu  of  inquiry  respecting  mck  births,  in     lawful  birto. .         ^,  ^ 

eiml  and  erimifuil  cates^Uw  of  Legitimacy      .  '^-  i«^«rrfaf/on.- With  respect  to  reiarda- 

— Providont  ^  the  CivU  lato-^EccUdcutical    "<'°»  *  woman  may  bring  forth  a  child 

lan>-"Engluh  law  of  Ugitimaey  traced  from    Jen,  eleven,  or  twelve  months  after  her 

tlu  earlUu  period^Decision$  in  ths  Englieh    Jusband  has  died,  or  been  separated  from 

«»rti— Frwwfc  and  Pruman  law^Question    ^^^'  ,  ^  ™  offspring  to  be  considered  legi- 

ef  Prematurity-^nmnds  for  medico  Ugal    ^"n*\«  ^    Ip  o^***?  '^^o™;  are  we  to  admit 

dtemm-^QaeAitm  of  Retardatitni-^Amlogy    ^«  P*®*  ^[  gestation  having  been  protract- 

in  foMom  of  the  occurrence^Faets  and  catet    ^  through  gnef,  and  depressing  passions, 

til    cmjirmation  —  Vagwnm  of  the  teeti-    ^^*  md^d,  through  natural  causM,  where 

many  in  favour  of  a  fixed  Umit-^Conclu^    n<>5?  <>f  ^f  former  can  be  all<»ed? 

manof  tki  argumMut^Peeuliaritiee  rf  the    ,    H.^'T  ^'^^  »  fi^^^i'  0P«n«^  fo^^  mcdico- 

,    Cardier  peeraie  caMeSuppleme^aal  nite.        legal  inquiry.    In  the  mooting  of   these 

^  '^^  questions,  must  be  obvious;  nor  can  it  be 

AwoTHEE  view  which  we  have  to  take  of    less  evident  how  much  Uie  tranquillity  and 

the  births  of  children,  is  as  they  may  be    honour  of  families  depend  upon  the  issue, 

•premature  or  retarded.  as  well  as  the  reputation,  and  perhaps  the 

safety,  of  indiviauals. 
PBBMATTEE  AND  EETAEOBD  BIRTHS.  As  the  auestlou  of  legitimate  or  ill^- 

OceaeumMofin^ry:  I,  Prematurity. —'The  timate  birtn  is  closely  connected  with 
question  of  prematurity  of  birth  may  be  those  of  prematurity  and  retardation,  we 
raised  in  cinl  or  criminal  cases.  A  woman  cannot  proceed  in  a  more  orderly  manner 
who  has  been  married,  perhaps  no  more  than  in  Riving,  previously  to  the  discus- 
iImui  ue  or  seren  months,  brings  forth  a  sion  of  the  latter  questions,  a  general  ac* 
diild  which  appears  to  have  attained  its  count  of  the 
foil  nterine  development ;  if  this  prove  to 


be  the  csM,  upon  a  proper  inspection  by 
competent  medical  authority,  the  birth  u 


Law  rf  Legitimacy. 

Civil  law,'— Onr  earliest  arrangements  for 

pteoiatiire  and  illegitimate.  '  the  legal  determination  of  legitimacy  were 

Again,  a  woman  is  cliaxged  with  con-  borrowed  from  the  Roman  law.    ''Pater  is 

cealment  of  the  birth,  and  the  presump«  est  quern  nuptiae  demonstrant"  was  the 

tioo  of  her  rnilt  is  streogthened  by  the  comprehensive  dictum  of  the  Digest.    But 

lisct  of  her  naving  made  no  preparation  the  demonstration  of  paternity  created  by 

for  her  delivery ;  if  it  can  be  proved  that  marriage  appears  to  iiaye  been  only  pre. 

478.— XIX.  a  1: 
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sumptl?e;  for  it  was  liable  to  be  defeated  exceptions  which  he  admits  to  this  faak 

upon  proof  of  the  husband's  impotency  or  mental  presumption    ha?e    more  httitiii 

non-access.  than  either  the  cifilians  or   choRhai 

One  of  the  presumptions  of  non-access,  allowed  :  they  are  these  fonr — 1,  thelfr 

or  the  absence  of  sexual  intercourse  be-  potencc  of  the  husband ;  2>  the  abscMirf 

tween  the  husband    and  wife,  was  the  sexual  intercourse  at  the  date  of  the  viM 

abnormal  duration  of  pregnancy.     The  conception;  3,  the  non-recognitioa  if Ai 

period  of  gestation  was  very  early  fixed  by  child  by  the  father ;  and,  4,  any  concMi 

the  Romans.     The  Decemvirs  determined  presumption    arising    frova    physkd  ■ 

that  ten  months  constituted  the  utmost  moral  causes  that  the  child  is  the  chM 

limits  to  which  it  could  be  protracted ;  of  the  adulterer. 

and  Justinian  enacted  that  the  child  of  a        The   second  groand    of    escepUoi,  tt 

widow  bom  in  the  eleventh  month  after  should  be  mentioned,  is  left  in  lumMai 

her  husband's  decease,  was  illegitimate,  hie  obscurity:  where  the  qnestioB  enU 

Tt  is  further  stated  in  the  Digest,  upon  be  raised,  the  result  would  d^iendoBlk 

the  authority  of   Hippocrates,  that  the  period  assigned  for  the  duration  of  gol^ 

period  of  gestation  could  not  be  lest  than  tion ;  and  the  only  notice  of  this  impoMt 

seven  months.  point  in  Bracton,  is  to  be  found  in  liii■^ 

When  the  birth  occurred  between  the  count  ot  the  wriide  ventre  irupicienda,  Wki 
seventh  month  and  the  eleventh  month  —  this  writ  was  followed  by  a  veidict  of  pnf* 
that  is,  within  the  legitimate  period— it  nancy,  the  female  was  placed  in  stJEeca* 
was  still  allowable  to  dispute  the  legiti-  tody  until  the  truth  of  the  fact  codd  bi 
macy  on  the  ground  of  non-access;  cvi-  ascertained,  or  rather  until  there  wii it 
dence  might  be  brought  forward  to  dis-  possibility  of  any  future  fruit  of  berallflerf 
prove  the  occurrence  of  sexual  intercourse  intercourse  witn  her  husband.  Thedna- 
hetween  the  husband  and  wife ;  but  it  was  tion  of  her  imprisonment  was  ihtnkn 
requisite  that  it  should  be  very  conclusive,  necessarily  bounded  by  the  extreme  Hnit 
Proof  of  the  mother's  adultery  was  not  of  gestation,  and  what  this  was  we  are  M 
allowed  to  bastardize  the  child,  as  her  to  speculate,  for  Bracton  only  observes  thst 
guilt  and  his  legitimacy  were  not  incon-  in  case  of  the  pregnancy  taking  place,  it 
sistcnt.  Nor  did  the  declaration  of  the  maybe  "easily  known  whether  tnecUM 
husband  or  the  wife  against  the  legitimacy  is  really  or  presumptively  the  child  of  tk 
of  the  child,  determine  its  bastardy.  The  husband,  or  of  another  peivon,  by  ems- 
fact  was  to  be  made  out  in  the  manner  puting  the  period  between  the  motlMf^ 
declared  by  law — namely,  by  proving  im-  delivery  and  the  death  of  her  husband, ii 
potencc  or  non-access.  well  as  the  period  which  she  had  aoigaed 

EcclesiasticuL  law. — The  Canon  law  esta-  as  the  date  of  her  conception.    It  is  mi, 

blished  a  ground  of  legitimacy  more  ddfi-  indeed,  although  others  are  of  a  eontniy 

nite,  though  not  perhaps  more  easy  of  proof,  opinion,  that  a  woman  cannot  exceed  Ik 

than  that  just  stated.     In  the  Decretals  the  period  of  gestation  by  one  day,  unless  the 

doctrine  of  access  is  overlooked,  and  the  child  should  have  died  In  the  womK  * 

paternity  of  the  child  is  made  to  depend  have  caused,  by  some  extraordinary  nil* 

on  the  answer  to  the  question  —  by  whom  formation,  imminent  danger  to  its  paifst* 

the  mother  conceived  ?      Whether  she  re-  He  admits  elsewhere  that  if  the  moAo^ 

sided  with  her  husband  or  the  adulterer,  delivery  be  deferred  to  such  a  period  tf 

the  child  was  illegitimate,  if  it   could  that  *<  it  is  not  probable  Uiat  the  chUdcu 

be  proved  to  have  been  begotten  in  adul-  have  been  begotten  by  the  deceased  hst- 

ter}'.     All  circumstantial  evidence  that  band,  then  the  child  is  liaUe  to  be  btf- 

could  possibly  elucidate  the  fact,  even  the  tardized." 

resemblance  of  the  child  to  the  adulterer        With  reference  to  the  fourth  gitNmd  of 

or  the  husband,  was  admissible.  The  spirit  exception  authorized  by  Bracton,  the  pie- 

of  the  Canon  law  would,  indeed,  almost  ceedings  connected  with  the  execntioa  of 

seem  to  give  the  preference  to  the  pre-  the  writ  de  ventre^  as  already  described,  lis 

sumption    of   illegitimacy  over  that  of  sufficient  proof  of  the  admissibility  of  cir^ 

the  opposite  state.  cumstantial   evidence  to   controTcrt  Ae 

EngUiJi  law. — Neither  the  civil  nor  the  presumption  of  legitimacy.     The  femk 

canon  law  have  ever  expressly  formed  part  whose  pregnancy  was  the  aubjeet  of  ia- 

of  the  law  of  England ;  though  they  have  quiry  underwent  a  strict  esaminatioa  Ij 

unquestionably  had  great  influence  in  esta-  a  jury  of  her  own  sex,  and  was  obliged  is 

blishing  principles  for  us,  and  in  guiding  answer  a  series  of  ouestions  relative  to  the 

the  dictates  of  our  earliest  authorities.  legitimacy  of  the  child  of  which  the  oodd 

Bracton,  our  oldest  common  law  writer,  prove  herself  enceinte.     These    queitioBi 

expresses  his  definition  of  legitimacy  al-  being  prescribed  by  law,  could  notcootaia 

most  in  the  very  words  of  the  Digest :  *<  Le-  any  irrelevant  matter.    They  ate  not  coa- 

Sitimus  hseres  et  filius  est,  quem  nnptiss  fined  to  the  access,  or  crenoohabilatlon,  or 

emonstrant  esse  h^tunum."     But  the  yirility  of  the  husband,  but  awnminf  Ibw 
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until  they  are  disputed,  they  scroti-  lately,  and  without  the  nsual  solemnities, 

the  circumstances  of  the  conception  to  a  woman  who  was  already  pregnant;  in 

"With  such  minuteness,  as  to  shew  the  lia-  twelve  weelcs  after  marriage  sne  gave  birth 

VilitT  of  the  child  to  be  bastardized  as  the  to  a  son,  but  it  was  ac^adged  a  bastard. 

nsult   of  an  adulterous  intercourse,  al.  The  clandestine  nature  of  the  marriage, 

tbongh  the  mother  was  living  with  the  there  can  be  little  doubt,  operated  in  deter- 

knaband  at  the  date  assigned  for  the  con-  mining  the  verdict :  for  the  fkcts  appear 

,  eeption,  and  under  no  disability  of  having  to  have  afforded  ample  ground  for  presum- 

aoooeived  by  him.    The  jury  were  to  in-  ing  a  conspiracy,  and  thus  constituted  the 

tnrrogate  her  <<  concerning  the  time  of  her  strongest  moral  evidence  that  the  child  was 

•oiftoeptioii— Aaiiy  wfcm,  and  when^  it  took  illegitimate. 

flaoe.**    If  the  mother  ascribed  her  con-  But  the  subsequent  practice  of  the  Eng- 

caption  to  an  adulterer,  and  satisfied  the  lish  courts  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 

Jatjy  from  the  correspondence  of  time  and  spirit  of  Bracton,  Fieta,  and  Britton.    In 

yfalee,  of  the  truth  of  her  statement,  there  the  Year-Books  we  find  the  question  of  le- 

•eenu  no  reason  for  doubting  that   the  gitimacy  once  more  crampra  within  very 

ftet  of  bastardy  would  be  treated  like  any  narrow  limits.     The  fact  of  legitimacy 

otter  fact,   and   pronounced  sufliciently  was  always  presumed,  unless  it  could  be 

nrofed.    The  questions  would  otherwise  disproved  by  what  was  called  special  mat- 

M  nugatory.  ter — viz.  the  husband's  impotency,  or  his 

Fleta,  the  copyist  or  condenser  of  Brae-  beins  out  of  the  seas  (extra  ^uatuor  ma- 
ton,  differs  in  no  essential  respect  from  his  ria)  during  the  period  of  his  wife's  sesta- 
original.  He  is  wholly  silent  on  the  pe-  tion.  Chief  Justice  Thorpe  decided  in  a 
fiod  of  gestation,  and  his  only  notice  of  case,  41  Edw.  III.  **  that  all  matter  was 
tiw  moral  evidence  by  which  the  presnmp-  irrelevant  which  was  only  ai^mentative 
tion  in  favour  of  legitimacy  can  be  affect-  to  prove  the  bastardy,  for  the  party  ought 
•dy  is  with  reference  to  the  recognition  or  to  conclude,  and  so  bastard ;"  meaning  by 
non-recognition  of  the  child.  "  conclude"  to  adduce  the  special  matter 

When  we  look  into    the   writings  of  of  impotence  or    ultra- marine    absence. 

Britton,  another  of  our  old  English  iurists.  And  this  decision  was  held  binding  through 

Imt  comparatively  more  modern  than  ei-  several  successive  reigns. 

tber  Bracton  or  Fleta  (these  by  the  way,  It  may  serve  at  once  as  an  example  of 

wrote  in  Latin,  while  the  former  used  the  the  partiality  towards  the  civil  law  dis- 

•Id  Norman  French),  wefind  there  some-  played  by  some  of  the   judges,  and   a 

tbing  definite  respecting  the  limits  of  ges-  specimen  of  the  language  of  the  court  on 

tation.    It  is  Britton  who  has  left  us  the  some   of  these  trials,    to   mention    that 

most  detailed  account  now  extant  of  the  Judge  Richill  (7  Hen.  IV.),  in  giving  judg- 

mnoeess  under  the  writ  de  ventre  inspieUndo,  ment  in  a  case,  used  the  extraordinary  ex- 

We  learn  from  him  that  forty  weeks  con-  pression,  more  emphatic,  certainly,  than 

stitoted  the  limit  of  the  period  during  decorous — «  Whoever  bulls  my  cow,  the 

wfaidi  the  widow  could  be  confined  under  calf  is  mine!" 

titdB  writ,  and  that  the  illegitimacy  of  the  The  Year- Books  are  wholly  silent  as  to 

child  was  the  inevitable  result  of  tne  birth  the  legal  period  of  gestation.    But  Mr. 

being  protracted  beyond  that  time.    The  Harffrave,  the  learned  annotator  of  Coke 

Iseir  was  entitled  to  demand  immediate  Littleton,  aAer  diligently  examining  some 

poaseasion  of  the  fief  upon  the  expiration  contemporary  sources  of  information,  con- 

of  the  forty  weeks,  and  tne  right  could  not,  dudes,   '<  that  the  law  recognized  forty 

upon  any  pretext, be  any  longer  suspended,  weeks  as  the  usual  period  of  gestation,  but 

On  tlie  other  hand,  if  it  proved  Uiat  the  exercised  a  dueretwn  of  allowing  a  longer 

prasnancy  was  real,  and  the  birth  occurred  period  where  it  vxu  required  by  the  opininti  of 

witnin  the  for^  weeks,  it  did  not  follow  pAyfteiant,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case." 

d«  fmeto  that  tne  legitimacy  was  secured.  And  this,  perhaps,  is  as  nearly  as  possible 

Tlie  heir  presumptiye  was  still  at  liberty  the  actual  state  of  our  common  law  on 

to  arer  thkt  the  child  was  besotten  by  an  the  subject 

adalterer,  or  that  the  husband  was  anient  Lord  Coke,  with  some  inconsistency,  has 

long  before  its  birth,  or  that  its  legitimacy  stated  forty  weeks  to  be  Uie  "  ultfmum 

was  irreoondleable  with  any  obvious  or  tempus  pariendi,"  while  he  refers  to  an 

notorious  circumstance :   ima  if  the  heir  authority  which  does  not  altogeUier  war- 

•oald  establish  any  one  of  these  averments,  rant  his  statement :  he  is  also  at  variance 

.it  is  espressly  declared  that  he  should  not  with  some  decisions  of  the  courts  in  his 

ba  deprived  of  the  inheritance.  own  lifetime,  which  allowed  forty  weeks 

The  earliest  case  of  contested  legitimacy  and    ten   or  eleven   days   as  the   latest 

OB  record,  was  decided  Ave  years  after  period.      It     is   curious     enough,   that 

Brltton*e  death— namely,  Foxcroft's  case,  nom    this    time    until    the  year    1825 

10  Edward  I.  (1282).    An  infirm  sickly  (an  interval   of  nearly  200  years),    the 

iMUiy  oonined  to  bis  bed,  was  married  pn-  question    was    not    again   agitated   vu. 
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this  country.     A    case,    Foster  v.  Cook,  still  yeiy  nnall,  aod  perhapc  no  kwr 

i^'bich  occurred  in  Lord  Thurlow's  time,  than  manv  at  six  or  aeren  monthi;  bri 

has  been   sometimes  rercrrcd  to  as  sane-  still  the  oifference  is  characteristic,  wti 

tionin^  a  period  of  forty-three  weeks ;  but  not  to  be  mistaken :    the    nine  moatW 

it  has  been  repudiated  by  some  of  the  best  child  will  always  be  found  mach  farlks 

authorities,  and  pronounced  to  be  unde-  advanced  in  g^rowth ;  the  colour  and  !» 

serving  a  place  in  our  reports.  ture  of  the  skin,  the  nails,  the  hair,  then* 

It  was  in  the  year  lS2iJ  that  the  pro-  lative  proportions  of  the  trunk  andlioH 

ceedings  on  the  claims  to  the  Burony  of  together  with  other  peculiaritiet  alrair 

Gardner  took  place  before  the  House  of  described*,  will  serve  sufficriently  to  mail 

Lords.     1  shuU  presently  state  the  chief  the  distinction. 

facts  connected  with  that  case,  but  may  2.  Where  it  is  immature,  —  Should  ik 

here  mention,  that  it  was  attended  with  infant    present    obvious    appearancct  d 

peculiar  circumstances,  in  the  highest  de-  being  incompletely  formed,  the  qufsti« 

gree  interesting  to  the  medical  jurist.     It  of    premature    birth    may    yet  be  nmi 

was  argued  by  the  ablest  counsel  before  the  if  the  growth  attained  do  not  cormpooi 

most  learned  law -lords  of  the  day,  and  the  with   the  time    elapsed    since  marnafCi 

testimony  of  sixteen  accoucheurs,  of  the  or  the  return  of  the  husband.    We  1m 

highest  celebrity  in  London,  was  heard  on  an  instance  of  this  kind  in  the/MM<ii^ 

the  rcspcctire  sides  of  the  question.    For-  nuisa  case,  noticed  in  a  preceding  lectm^ 

tunately  we  are  possessed  of  an  accurate  where,  at  fire  months  and  a  half  aAv 

report  of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  of  the  marriage,  an  infant  was  bron^t  forthy 

opinions  and  judgments  of  their  lordships,  which    was  living,     and     not     uoliki^ 

The  whole  has  been  published  in  one  vo-  to  continue  to  live.     The  difficnlty  «» 

lumc  by  3lr.  Le  3iarchant,  who  was  en-  to  shew,  that,  though  immatarey  it  w 

gaged  as  one  of  the  counsel  in  the  case ;  not  premature  (as  considered  in  refeieiMt 

and  to  this  gentleman's  luminous  preface  to  the  date  of  the  marriage),  nor,  therefoa, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  myself  much  in-  illegitimate.    Medical  evidence  was  e^a(> 

debted  for  many  of  the  preceding  remarks,  ly  sought,  in  order  to  decide  the  qacstiua; 

In  France,— 'the  French  law,  previous  to  but    the    moral    circumstances    seem  to 

the  Revolution,  was   very  unsettled  and  have  had  more  weight  than  theph3-Hcil- 

vague  in  respect  to  decisions  concerning  in  removing  the  scandal, 

legitimacy.      Even  so    late   as    the  year  Parturilion   habitually  early.  ^^Thtxt  u 

1779,    the    parliament  of  Rouen    recog-  a  peculiarity  in  the  nature  of  some  w»> 

nizcd  as  legitimate  a  child  bom  eleven  men  which  ought  not  to  he  forgottn— 

calendar  months  and  a  dav  (nearly  48  namely,    that    of    never    going  to  thdr 

weeks)    after    the    death  of  the  alleged  full  time;  bringing  forth  their  childm, 

father.       But  the    Code    Napoleon,    the  for  instance,  in    the    seventh  or  eigklh 

existing  law  of    France,   withholds  the  months.    Some  authors  add  what  it  still 

])resumption     of   legitimacy     when    the  more  remarkable,  that  this  peculiaritf  ii 

child  is  bom  300  days  after  the  dissolution  entailed  on  the  females  of  certain  famiuci^ 

of  the  marriage,  or  when  its  birth  has  who,  without  approaching  the  ninth  montk 

been  concealed  from  the  husband.  by  several  weeks,  give  birth  to  mofuFf  dul- 

In  Pnutsiu. — It  may  be  added  that  the  dren.    Of  this,  however,  I  must  takeleaif 

Frcdcrician  code,  without  absolutely  de-  to  doubt,  though  we  have  it  on  the  aothori^ 

daring  children  bom  in  the  elevcnih  month  of  La  Mutte.     He  tells  us  that  he  knew  a 

illegitimate,  attaches  such   conditions  to  young  lady  who,in  the  seventh  month  after 

the  proof  of  their  legitimacy  as  make  it  marriage,  brought  forth  a  lively  mature  ift- 

almost  unattainable.  fant,  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  the  hD»- 

band,  who  began  to  suspect  his  wife's  cbai- 

Question  of  Prematunty,  tity ;  but  when  he  a£;ain  became  a  iather,is 

1.  Where  the  infant  it  appartntly  full  grown,  seven  months  after  a  renewed  interconneb 

-—The  most  usual  form  in  which  the  qucs-  be  was  satisfied.     Both   these  childrea, 

tion  of  prematurity  is  raised  respecting  a  says  La  Mottc,  wert  fijforous  and  hedtby; 

birth  is,  when  a  child,  with  all  the  appear-  they  grew  up  to  man*s  entate,  and  becaoM 

anceof  having  reached  the  limits  of  intra-  distinguished  in  the  mil'tarj  piofcsiioa. 

uterine  development,  is  born  at  a  date  too  He  adds,  th&t  thi«  lad\'8  daiuj^ntcrs  wen 

near  the  marriage  day,  or  the  return  of  also  regularly  confined    in    the    seveaA 

the  husband  after  a  long  absence.     Sup-  month.     With  every  deference  for  sodl 

pose  at  six  or  seven  months  a  married  wo-  authority,  I  mast  still  hesitate  to  brlicM 

man  brings  forth  a  child  of  the  full  size  that  these  seven  months'  children  were  not 

and  perfect  growth,  there  can  be  no  room  immature :  on  a  careful  inspection  I  doobC 

to  doubt  but  that  it  is  illegitimate ;  for  a  not  it  would  have  been  perceived,  that  bj 

child  of  six  or  seven  months  has  never  been  the  abridgment  of  their  sojourn  in  tht 

known  to  attain  the  development  of  nine. ^^^^.^^^ 

It  is  certain  that  at  nine  some  infants  are  *  Lecture  IIL  p.  6S«M»te, 


QUESTION  OF  RETARDATION.  645 

,  tbey  Trere  perhaps  not  a   little  of  the  ninth  montb.    Aristo,  king  of  the 

ed  in  their  growth  and  due  pro-  Spartans,  acted  with  an  ignorant  severity 

IS.  when  he  refused  to  recognize  his  son  De- 

htmt  the  full  time, — The  chief  diffi-  maratus,  who  was  born  somewhat  sooner 

connected  with    the  question     of  than  the  usual  time  after  marriage, 

turily    is,    perhaps,    in     reference  m^    j  .- 

Me     births    which    anticipate    the  Question  of  Retardation. 

period  by  a  week  or  two ;   for  this  The  observations  already  made  as  to 

as  at  once  to  the  moot  point  whe-  what  takes  place  in  regard  to  other  fnnc- 

'  not  there  be  a  fixed  and  definite  tions,  will  serve  in  some  mei&ure  to  show 

or  the  human  female,  undisturbed  how  births  may  be  retarded,  as  well  as 

Hdents,  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  of  precipitated,  without  abrogating  what  ap- 

imb  ?     Or  is  there,  as  others  assert,  pears  to  be  a  law  of  nature. 

ode  allowed  by  nature,  so  that  ma-  Argument  from  analogy,  — >  Every  species 

irth,  which  usually  takes  place  at  of   animals  have  their   particular   time 

d  of  nine  calendar  months,  may  oc-  allotted  for  bringing  forth, — sheep  at  the 

metimes  a  week  or  two  earlier  ?  end  of  the  fifth  month;  mares  on  thecom- 

re  is  mnch  reason  for  supposing  that  pletion  of  the  eleventh ;  cows  at  the  ninth 

tter  position  is  correct;    for  in  the  complete;    asses  at  the  tenth;    bears  to- 

ace,evengnran  ting  that  the  deviation  wards  the  end  of  the  fourth;  swine  after 

extend  to  two  weeks,  this  would  fire  months ;    rabbits  after  one  monU) ; 

mount  to  a  twentieth  of  the  whole  bitches  after  two ;  &c. :   yet  it  is  certain 

, — a  degree  of  deviation  which,  in  that  owing  to  causes  not  readily  to  be  as- 

t  to  other  perimlical  functions,  would  signed,  deviations  from  the  limits  belong- 

eraliy  admitted  to  be  inconsidera-  ing  to  several  of  these  species  have  been 

Fake,  for  example,  menstruation  :  observed.      Harvey,  Heister,  Wagner,  and 

.w  of  nature  seems  to  be  that  it  Professor  Wildberg,  have  stated  examples. 

1  recur  every  twenty-eight  days ;  but  M.  Tessier,  also,   a  distinguished  mem- 

loes  not  know  that  the  menses  are  her  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,, 

ntly  several  days  earlier  in  some  directed  his  attention  to  this  subject  for 

],    while    in    others    they    arrive  many  years,  and  found  that  even  in  those 

tardily,— and  this  without  apparent  animals  which  are  most  carefully  tended, 

\ciit  or  disturbing  cause  ?     Puberty,  and  protected  from  disturbing  influences, 

is  an  epoch  which  seems  to  be  regu-  the  varieties  in  the  times  of  bringing  forth 

>y  a  law  of  nature,  yet  its  approach  is  have  been  very  striking :  thus — 

iremature,— often  retarded.  So  with  r\r  tcei      »,     *u          -j      t       *.  *• 

.p«nt,  foi  bearing  chUdren,  wbich  J/i~a"  i  ^'^'^."S'w:-'^"'''"'' 

iw  of  nature  seems  to  cease  with  the  ^^ic  vwiw.  »c«  ^  uc  as  o!,      '^^  , 

n  of  this  country  about  the  age  of  ^^  ^iV.\\\\\\V  |^^-266days. 

many  is  lost  some  years  earlier,  and  TiJJ 

uy  sef eral  years  later.    And  so  with  68  '.'."!!  i      2ftO— Sn 

tig,    and  other   phenomena,    which  ^  !".]!*".','.  1  300 

r  to  be,  and  no  doubt  are  in  general,  5  !!'.!!.!'. '  308 

ted  to  a  regular  law— a  law,  however,  ^ •*"^ 

,  so  far  from  being  abrogated,  seems  Giving  a  diflerence  of  67  days  between  the 

onfirmed  by  the  exceptioni>.  longest  and  shortest  term. 

i  analogy  of  what  is  observed  to  take  q^  jq2  mares : 

in  animals  shall  be  presently  noticed  3 3j  I'^^ys. 

speaking  of  retardation  :    it  need  j 3j^ 

«  added,  in  this  part  of  our  subject,  I  . , , , 31^ 

be  weight  of  authority  is  decidedly  I 326 

rouT  of  the  possibility  of  maturity  2 330 

attained,  and  of  a  mature  birth  be-  ^j 340—350 

fected,  in  some  women  a  little  earlier  25 . .  350—360 

in  others.    Haller  mentions  among  21 360—577 

circumstances  which  are  calculated  I 3^^ 

•ten  the  time  of   parturition — the 

ifze  of  the  foetus,  and  its  more  active  Giving  83  days  difierence  between  the  ex- 

d.  tremes. 

«fe  we  may  be  called  upon  to  give  And  similar  results  were  observed  with 

dnion,  we  must  have  a  regard  to  regard    to    sheep,    rabbits,    and     other 

OMible  operation  of    such    circura-  animals. 

• ;  nor  where  the  appearances  of  ma-  Now  the  argument  IY\ur  AeAwce^txoxsv^xi^L- 

seem  complete,  should  we  rashly  Jogy  must  be  allowed  to  Xwverj  co^exi\\  ^ot 

ehae  the  birth  has  been  prema-  if  these  facts  be  true,  of  doa\cs\\c^TvA«aN^%^ 

cMUMeitbaa  not  occurred  at  the  end  animals  which  lead  their  Wves  %\iV5i«^c\.  V* 
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no  few  canies  that  can  tend  to  distnrb        Dr.  Montgomery  relates  a 

the  law  of  nature,  how  much  more  proba-  be  had  an  opportanity  of  ofaMrrtag  At 

ble  is  it  that  woman  is  not  limited  to  a  period  of  gettatioUy   where  tbe  tiat  d 

certain  Gxed  hour  for  bringing  forth,  when  conception  was    known  with   cHliiil|k 

wc  consider  her  moral  nature,  and  the  in-  A  lady  who  had  been  liTing  at  a  wyahl 

flaences  to  which,  as  a  member  of  society,  place,  thiongb  ill  health,  apart  tnm  m 

she  is  exposed.  nusband,    for  tome   monthty  leniffti  i 

Facti  and  ctuei. — But  the  question  seemi  risit  ftom  him  on  the  10th  of  NonaK 

perfectly  determinable  by  reference  to  facts,  1831.    He  remained  with  her  tint  ai^ 

even  if  wo  hs!d  no  analogies  in  its  support  but  was  obliged  to  letnm  to  toiva  w$A 

Let  us  state  a  few  of  these.  day.    The  result  of  the  visit  was  csi 

Dr.  William  Hunter,  in  a  note  commn-  tion.    She  quickened  on  the  99tli  of 

nicatcd  to  Mr.  Hargrafc,  and  published  nary  1832,  and  was  delivered  of  a  ~ 


by  the  latter  in  his  Coke  Littleton,  says^—  child  on  the  17th  of  Angast  AUsate 

**  The  usual  period  is  nine  calendar  months;  being  exactly  290  days,  or  nine  sdaifi 

but  there  is  very  commonly  a  difference  months  and  a  week,  after  eomespilsa. 

of  ontf  two,  or  three  toeeb.      I  have  known  a  In  another  case  which  oeeanai  is  Vt 


woman  bear  a  living  child  in  a  perfectly  Montgomery's  practice,  the  fleslslina  «K 

natural  way,  fourteen    dayi    later    than  at  least,  41  weeks  and  a  few  dni»  mi 

nine  calendar  months,  and  believe  two  wo-  may  have  been  424  or  even  44;  tasMk 

men  to  have  been  delivered  of  a  child  culty  of  stating  toe  term  exsetly  Wn 

alive,  in  a  natural  way,  above  ten  calendeo'  owing  to  the  difficnltr  of  deciding  wka 

montht  from  the  hour  of  conception."  the  reckoning  shoala  beain  ;  the  dUt  if 

The  difficulty  is  in  ascertaining  the  ex-  the  last  appearance  of  the  mrnisi  brin 

act  time  of  conception;    women  them-  alone  certain. 

selves,  more  especiallv  married  women,  The  term  of  gestation  was  eliellsd  isd* 

can  rarely  state  it  witn  precision,  except  dentally  in  a  seduction  case  wUck  sH 

under  peculiar  circumstances — such  as  a  tried  at  Lancaster  some  yeaia  ago.   Sosd 

single  act  of  sexual  inteivourse,  effected  intercourse  took  place  between  the  pran» 

clandestinely,    or  where    the  repetition  trix  and  tbe  accused  on  the  8Ui  of  Jsa^ 

is  precluded;  and  it  must  be  recollected  ary:  it  was  never  repeated;  and  a  Mi 

that  medical  men  in  their  cognizance  of  was  bom  on  the  18th  of  October  IbUiV- 

the  history  of  any  pregnancy,  must  derive  ing— that  is  to  say,  on  the  284th  day  rf 

their  information  as  to  the  time  of  the  pregpiancy.     The    fiiets    were   poiitifcff 

occurrence  of  conception  from  the  females  sworn  to— no  observation  was  awde  l9 

themselves.     In  some  well -authenticated  defendant's  council  on  the  nDOsaal  iMfB 

instances  this  end  of  the  chain  has  been  of  the  pregnancy— and  a  verdict  tatM> 

laid  hold  of,  and  the  fact  of  the  period  of  damages  was  returned •• 

gestation  being   occasionally    protracted  Dr.   Dewees,   of   Philaddphia,  ststH 

eyond  the  39  weeks,  or  nine  calendar  **  that  the  husbrind  of  a  lady,  who  wai 

months,  has  thus,  we  think,  been  put  be-  obliged  to  absent  himself  for  Diany  moatki 

yond  all  question.  in  consequence  of  the  embaiTMsmeat  d 

M.  Desormeanx  has  related  a  case  which  his  affairs,  returned  one  night  dandcrtia^ 

occurredunderhisown observation.  <'Alady,  ly,  and  his  visit  was  onlv  known  tekh 

the  mother  of  three  children,  became  de.  wife,   her  mother,  and  the  docfesr  (Dk 

ranged  after  a  severe  fever.  Her  physician  Dewees  himielO-     The  conseqasase  sf 

thought  that  pregnancy  might  have  a  be-  the  visit  was  the  impre^mtioa  of  At 

neficial  effect  on  the  mental  disease,  and  wife;  and  she  was  delivered  of  ahnllhl 

permitted  her  husband  to  visit  her,  but  child  in  nine  mumthe  and  tkirtmm  dmjfe/* 

with  this  restriction,  that  there  should  be  In  the  medical  evidence  given  ia  At 

an  interval  of  three  months  between  each  Gardner  Peerage  case,  several  ei—pht 

visit,  in  order  that,  if  conception  took  are  mentioned  by  distingaished  pAdi- 

place,  the  risk  of  abortion  from  further  tioners,  of  births  having  been  lelaidti 

intercourse  might  be  avoided.    The  physi-  within  their  experience.     I>r.  Uaaddi 

cian  and  attendants  made  an  exact  note  of  declared  that  he  knew  one  ease  ia  which 

the  time  when  the  husband's  visit  took  conception  certainly  took  plaoe  on  the  M 

place.    As  soon  as  symptoms  of  preg-  of  November,  and  delivery  did  not  osgw 

nancy  began  to  appear,  the  visits  were  till  tbe  23d  of  Angnst  following,  ankiiff 

discontinued.      The    lady    was    closely  an  interval  of  287  days,  or  nine  Moatki 

watched  all  the  time  by  her  female  atten-  and  fourteen  days.  Br,  Merriman  diiiuswi 

dants.    She  was  delivered  at  the  end  of  that  he  Imd  known  cases  to  be  eateaosd  It 

nine  calendar  montht  and  a  fortnight.*'  285  days ;  in  two  or  three  inttaairff  It 

Professor  Bums  mentions  ^  ten  calen-  296;  in  one  ip  303 ;  and  in  one  to  309,  m 

dar  months  and  ten  days  dated  from  last  nine  months  and  thirty -six  days« 

menstruation"  as  the  longest  term  he  has  .^— ^.^^— »^^^-^~^^^..— — 

met  with.  «  Msdical  QAzsrra,  voL  xL  p.  S7. 
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Tssiimony'as  to  a  fixed  limit, — When  we  beyond  the  average  period,  is  conducive  to 

ek,  on  the  other  side,  for  the  evidence  on  a  corresponding  growth;   at  all  events, 

hicfa  the  doctrine  of  an  invariable  time  there  are  not  sufficient  grounds  for  our  in- 

9  delivezT  is  grounded,  we  find  it  adduced  sisting  on  such  proofs. 

f  m  small  number  of  authorities,  who,  In  extending  our  admission  of  the  pos. 

IhTing  happened  to  be  acquainted  with  sibility  of  gestation  being  protractea  to 

Mile  few  cases  in  which  they  thought  they  four  weeks  beyond  nine  months — that  is, 

Mid  be  sure  of  the  date  of  conception,  to  43  weeks,  or  301  davs — we  go  as  far 

bserred  that  the  day  of  parturition  coin-  probably  as  any  reasonable  evidence  can 

ftAed  with  their  idea  of  a  general  law.  But  warrant  us.     when  called  on  to  admit 

HKfe  we  not  a  far  greater  number  of  cases,  cases  of  longer  duration,  we  should  require 

m  jast  now  shown,  in  which  the  delivery  to  have  proof  of  the  most   convincing 

III  fwe  so  coincide  ?    And  even  if  we  had  kind  ere  we  give  credit  to  alleged  devia- 

Mt  this  preponderance  on  the  side  of  ex-  tions  which  are  confessedly  so  rare. 

WtitfBoe,  to  what  does  the  testimony  of  the  Claims  to  the  barony  of  Uan/iMr.— Tn  the 

Nurty  now  referred  to  amount,  more  than  (Hu^ner  peerage  case,  the  possibility  of 

9  a  certain  degree  of  negative  authority—  gestation  being  protracted  to  31 1  days  was 

hkt  being  assumed  as  not    happeninff,  a  ground  on  which  it  was  sought  to  esta- 

HMch  has  not  happened  within  their  circle  blish  the  legitimacy  of  one  of  the  claim- 

Ctibservation  ?    Let  us  see,  however,  whe-  ants.    The  leading  facts  of  the  case  were 

herein  the  experience  of  these  practitioners,  these : — Captai  n  (afterwards  Lord)  Gard- 

be  law  was  so  very  invariably  obeyed.  ner,  took  leave  of  his  wife  on  board  ship, 

Sir  Charles  M.  Clarke,  in  his  evidence  on  the  30th  of  January,  1802,  and  sailed 

■  tlie  Gardner  case,  states  forty  weeks  to  to  the  West  Indies ;  whence  he  did  not 

•  theleeitimatetime,  but  only  an  average  return  until  the  10th  of  July  following, 

line,  calcalated  from  abont  the  first  sup-  On  the  8th  of  December  Mrs.  Gardner 

ifcssion  of  the  menses.  was  delivered  of  a  Aill-grown  male  child — 

l>r.  Blegborough,  on  the  same  occasion,  that  is,  311  da^s  after  the  latest  inter- 

oiisiderB  thirty-nine  weeks  as  the  exact  course  in  which  it  could  have  been  be- 

Ime,  but  forty  the  ultimatum :  Mr.  Pen-  gotten  by  her  husband.    But  there  were 

lington,  that  forty  weeks  is  the  regular  other  glaring  facts  in  the  case,  tending  to 

hne,  but  that  it  may  be  three  or  four  days  overthrow  the  legitimacy  of  this  chilA. 

iter.  Mrs.  Gardner  was  proved  to  have  had. 

Dr.  Gooch  maintains  that  thirty  nine  during  her  husband's  absence,  an  adul- 

reeks  is  the  exact  time,  but  that  it  may  be  terons    intercourse   with    a    Mr.    Jadis, 

.dnj  or  two  earlier  or  a  day  or  two  later.  against  whom  a  verdict  upon  that  account 

Dr.  D.  Davis  also  insists  on  thirty-nine  for  1000/.  damages  was  obtained  by  Cap- 
reeks  as  the  period,  but  inclines  rather  to  tain  Gardner,  it  moreover  appeared,  that 
lie  or  two  days  less  than  beyond  it.  when  the  Captain  returned  in  the  summer. 

And  such  was  the  whole  of  the  evidence  Mrs.  Gardner  did  not  conceal  her  pr^- 

liAt  could  be  procured  in  support  of  a  pre-  nancy,  having  hopes  that  the  child  might 

ise  time  for  parturition :  three  of  the  wit-  be  born  within  a  legitimate  period:  she 

iwiPB  being  for   forty  weeks,    two   for  even  took  measures  for  hastening  parturi- 

birty-nine^  the  whole  five  admitting  that  tion,  or  bringing  on  premature  labour,  by 

here  might  be  a  certain  excess,  or  defect,  riding  over  the  stones  as  much  as  possible 

n.  the  measure  of  the  duration,  and,  in  in  her  carriage.    But  finding  these  means 

hict,  differing  among  themselves  to  the  ex-  ineffectual,  she  pretended  uat  it  was  a 

rat  of  not  less  than  thirteen  dam!  dropsy  she  laboured  under,  and  contrived 

General  inference,  —  From  all  that  has  to  be  delivered  secretly ;  nor  was  the  child 

leen  stated,  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  ever  recognized  by,  or  presented  to,  her 

xmclude  that  there  must  be  ac^rtain  extent  husband.      Yet  this  was  Henry  Fenton 

if  retardation  admitted  —  perhaps  even  Jadis,  aUa*  Gardner,  the  counter-claimant 

»  two,  thrpe,  or  four  weeks,  beyond  the  of  the  peerage. 

tine  calendar  months — ^particularly  when  *    The  remainder  of  the  case  is  briefly 

ht  probability  of  the  fiiet  is  borne  out  by  told.  Captain  Gardner  procured  a  divorce 

mod  moral  evidence.    Some  have  thought  from  his  adulterous  wife,  succeeded  to  his 

mX  there  should  be  also  phvsiod  evidence  fether's  title  in  1808,  and  the  vear  follow- 

B  tbe  anpearance  of  the  child,  exhibiting  ing  married  a  lady  by  whom  be  had  issue 

dgns  of  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  AlanLegge  Gardner,  described  as  his  only 

wreiopment,  attained  by  its  len^rthened  bob  and  lawful  heir.    In  the  year  1824, 

vddence  in  the  uterus.    If  such  signs  be  Alan  Legge  being  14  years  of  age,  while 

risible,  they  will  of  course  confirm  the  plea  Henry  Fenton  was  one-and-twenty,  pe- 

>f  protracted  gestation ;  but  it  is  not  cer-  titiened  the  King  to  have  his  rights  secured 

jdn  that  a  sojourn  in  the  uterus  continued  to  him,  by  inscribing  bis  name  on  the  par- 
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liaraent  roll  as  a  minor  peer.  The  petition  on  THE  IDBNTirr 

of  the  claimant  was  referred  to  the  Attor- 

ney-(Teneral  (the  present  Lord  Lyndhurst),  ®'  **■ 

by  whom  it  was  brought  before  the  Honse     ^.p  ppnn>iRf  P  .».*   irrr   &rmTvvr  ' 
of  Lords.      Counsel,  as  I   ha?e  already     ^^*^  PROBABLE  akd  F/E  MOYESSL 

mentioned,  was  heard  on  both  sides ;  evi- 
dencc,  Ist,  of  the  pedigree  of  the  claimant, 


and,  2dly,  of  the  UlegiUmacy  of  Henry  To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Modie^  GMOlk. 

Fcnton     Gardner,    was     adduced;    and 

the  matter  ended  in  fayonr   of   the    pe-  gm 

titioner.  ' 

The    illegitimacy     of  Henry    Fentoo  A  collection  of  tbe  ages  of  3,980,41 

Gardner  was  established,  1st,  by  eridence  persons   of  both    sexes,    whose  bnb 

of  his  mother's  adultery,   and,  2dly,  by  were  re^stered  during  eifrbteen  jtm 

evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  period  (1813-1830),  appears  in  the  Popom 

of  gestaUon  was  such  as  to  render  it  im-  Volumes  of  the  year  1831  •  sod  m 

probable,  if  not  impossible,  that  Captain  ^^^^  ^f  ^^  ^-^It  of   11.300  itlw 

Gardner  could  be  his  father.  «i**«:«^  r^^    tu-.  ^ l*  i^i-ZT-/ 

It  was  on  the  latter  of  these  poinU  that  ^^^  "^  ^""T  ^%  pmrpchMl  eleigy  rf 

the  great  body  of  medical  eyidence,  already  England   and  Wales  for  this  pomtt, 

alluded  to,  was  adduced.    But  it  should  was  indispensable  in  the  prefiwc  to tko« 

be  added,  that   the  (act  of  illegitimacy  ▼olumes. 

was,  after  all,  decided  irrespecti?  ely  of  me-  ^  Knowledf^  of  the  ages  of  the  ppiii* 

dical  considerations.    Henry  Fenton  was  tion  then  existing  had  been  obtamed  ii 

bastardized,  not  by  reason  of  the  time  of  the  enumeration  of  ihe  jear  1821,  wtik 

his  birth,  but  in  consequence  of  his  mo-  a  Tiew  to  future  use,  when   the  refS* 

ther's  adultery,  and  her  concealment  of  tered  burials  should  have  aoemslitoi 

the  birth  from  her  husband.    ^     ^     ,  to  the  year  1830  indusire.  the  am  tf 

Still  the   proceedings  m  the  Gardner  ^^  deceased  baring  been  first  imnW 

^se  must  be  considered   mteresUng,  as  j„  the yearl813,  and  1821  beiDg seiilr 

having  elicited  so  much  evidence  respect-  ,  ^:^,iu  ,^:«*\«r  #1.^       JT^  ^  TTi 

ing  the  resulu  of  medical  experience  ;^d  *  °"^**'«  P^*°*  ^^  ^«  «n^«  «fif«»*« 

when  we  recollect  that  the  main  question  ^^21?'  .  -  i    •       ■    .      i 

is  still  open  to  discussion  in  any  future         1  be  increase  of  population  danng  tk 

case  of  a  similar  kind,  the  record  of  the  "/«  of  ^^^  ^a?  the  third  element  reqsi- 

proceedings  must  be  deemed  valuable.    In  site  for  ascertaining  an  ultimate  rcssli; 

Mr.  Lc  Marchant's  book  you  will  find  am-  and   this   kind    of  inquiir   had   bets 

pie  information  on  the   subject ;   and  1  {)ushed  back  to  the  jear  1700,  by  the 

ought  perhaps  to  add,  that  thediscussionsin  parish   register  inTestigation   of  1801, 

some  of  our  medical  socieUeSjSoon  after  tht  under  the  authority  of  the  first  Popoli- 

publication  of  that  work,  and  of  which  an  tion  Act.    These  parish  leinster  retnnis 

account  may  be  seen  in  the  penodicals  of  ^^^  j^cmed  of  unquestionable  sstbo- 

the  day  *,  will  also  prove  not  unworthy  of  ^ty  from  the  year  1760,  or  for  eighty 

your  perusal.         ^^^^  retrospectively  from  1830 ;  so  thil 

I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  mention-  *  »?*l^  degree  of  uncertainty  aUathcd 

ing  that  ithas  been  represented  to  me,  that  exclusively  to  those  above  that  age,  who 

in  noticing,  in  last  lecture  but  one,  the  ^^  ^^ry  few  m  a  stationary  populatioD, 

principal  cases   of    transposition  of  the  and  even  fewer  in  England,  where  the 

viscera,    I  omitted  one  which  has  been  population  had  doubled  in  the  last  100 

described  by  Dr.  Lyons,  of  Brighton.     I  years, 
must  be  content  to  refer  you  to  the  case        A  statement  of  the  nroinessire  is- 


about  twenty  years  of  age,  the  beart  was  V'oTumcTof  l&)lT  anl  from  S?fi^cf 

ascertained  to  be  on  the  right  side  of  the  i*  u*-     w  ^  :t  u        u  1    "*    , 

chest,  and    probably   reversed,    or  "in.  \\«^^  aflorded  by  subscouent  popoU- 

verted.*'  There  are  also  some  other  circum-  ^^P^  returns,  aided  by  reference  to  die 

stances  connected  with  the  case,  which  P."ccs  of  corn,  a  more  accurate  calcula- 

render  it  interesting.  tion  was  made  by  Mr.  Finlaison,  ind 

appears  in  the  preface  to  the  Population 

•  Mkdical  Gaxbtts,  vol.  V.  p.  387,  €i  sqq.  Volumes  of  1831  [at  p.  xIf.] 

From  the  combination   of  materiih 
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thus  obtained,  Mr.  Finlaison  was  ena-  Thus  much  was  requisite  in  support 

bled  to   calculate  human   mortality  in  of   some    passages    in    the    said    pre- 

England  from  nearly  four  millions  of  face  (p.  xWi.) ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  tbe 

burials,  in  like  manner  as  Mr.  Milne  preceding  page,  the  vie  probable  (the 

from   1840  burials  in  the  city  of  Car-  age    at    which   one-half   are   dead^   is 

lisle ;  and  it  is  proof  of  the  extraordi-  shewn  to  differ  more  widely  in  various 

nary  sagacity  of  the  last-named  calcu-  counties  (from   12  years  to  38  years), 

lator,  that  from  such  scanty  materials  from  the  same  disturbing  cause. 

be  produced  a  table  of  the  mortality  of  Further,  it  was  remarkable,  in  pursu- 

both  sexes  conjointly,  which,  from  the  ing  these  investigations,  that  a  converg- 

affe  of  20,  is  always  between  the  mor-  ing  series  of  the  vie  probable  and  vie 

tality  of  the  two  sexes  as  calculated  by  moyenti«  being  constructed  in  tbe  manner 

Mr.  Finlaison,  and  differing  very  slight-  most  consistent  with  fact,  coincided  in 

ly  from  that  of  Mr.   Finlaison*s  female  the  several  counties  which  indicated  the 

sex  between  the  fourth  and  the  twentieth  smallest  increase  of  population,  or  about 

jears  of  life.  20  per  cent,  in  Qie  tnirty  years ;  so  that 

Indispensable  as  is  the  knowledge  of  it  was  impossible  not  to  suspect  that,  at 

the  increase  of  population,  for  the  above  a  lower  rate  of  increase,  the  series  of  the 

f  purpose  of  deducing  a  law  of  mortality  vie  probable  and  that  of  the  vie  moyenne 
rom  national  or  local  inauiries,  such  would  diverge  from  that  point  in  the 
knowledge  has  not  been  obtained,  ex-  same  ratio  as  they  had  actually  con- 
cept in  Sweden,  from  the  year  1749  verged  from  100  to  20  per  cent  in- 
(p.396of  Milne),  from  which  Mr.  Milne  crease,  and  that  such  series  was  gi>- 
has  calculated  Swedish  mortality,  in  his  vemed  by  some  analogy,  which,  if 
elaborate  tables  iv.  y.  vi.,  at  pp.  566-570  discovered,  might  be  expected  to  throw 
of  his  second  volume.  new  li^ht  on  the  general  law  of  human 

But  similar  attention  to  the  increase  mortality. 

of  population  has  not  been  customary  My  suspicion  or  conjectural  inference 

among  continental  calculators,  who  usu-  thus  became  worthy  of  practical  investi- 

ally  satisfy  themselves  by  inserting  a  gation;  and  a  scale  was  prepared  ac- 

conditional  phrase,  "  provided  the  popu-  cordingly,  by  assuming  the  series  of  the 

lation  is  stationary,''  and  do  not  the  Jess  vie  probable  to  converge  at  twice  the 

fTroceed  as  if  that  supposition  were  well  rate  of  the  vie  moyenne ;  and  in  apply- 
banded;  which, however,  probablynever  ing  this  combined  scale  to  the  several 
was  true,  and  which  certainly  never  has  counties,  many  of  them  indicated  a  re- 
been  proved  to  be  true  during  the  life  markable  agreement  with  it. 
of  man,  in  any  nation  on  earth.  How  far  this  is  true  best  appears  by 
Tbe  high  reputation  of  sucb  men  as  the  following  tabular  scale  a])plied  to 
d'lvemois,  Quetelet,  and  Villerme,  who  those  counties  which  are  placed  in 
have  satisfied  themselves  thus  easily,  juxta-position  with  it ;  and  at  the  hot- 
and  in  some  instances  produced  strange  torn  of  these  counties  is  added  Cornwall, 
results,  rendered  necessary  a  circum-  the  most  healthy  of  our  counties,  where 
stantial  proof  of  the  effect  of  the  ascer-  the  actual  vie  probable  surpasses  the 
tained  increase  of  population  in  the  expected  amount  by  9}  years,  the  vie 
£nglish  counties  during  thirty  years  moyenne  by  5  years,  thuspreserving  the 
(1801-1831);  and  for  this  purpose  tbe  analogy  of  one  to  two.  The  Isle  of  Ely 
vie  moyenne^  or  expectation  oi  life  in  is  also  subjoined  in  contrast,  as  tbe  least 
the  first  year,  was  calculated  on  the  ba-  healthy  part  of  England,  where  the  vie 
rial  returns  of  the  recorded  ages  of  the  probable  is  seen  to  fall  short  of  tbe  ex- 
deceased  in  every  county  separately ;  tbe  pected  amount  by  11  years;  the  vie 
results  proving  that  by  thus  disregard-  moyenne  by  3)- years ;  the  latter  as  one 
ing  the  very  JifTerent  rates  of  increase,  to  three,  insteadof  one-half,  tbe  g^eneral 
the  vie  moyenne  of  adjacent  sections  of  rate.  But  exact  conformity  must  not 
the  county  of  York  seems  to  differ  as  40  be  expected,  local  healthfuluess  and  its 
to  29 ;  and  in  Lancashire,  where  the  opposite  not  being  the  only  causes  by 
population  increases  most  rapidly,  the  which  it  is  liable  to  be  disturbed.  One 
vie  moyennty  so  calculated,  sinks  to  25^.  of  these  causes  is  obvious,  on  considera- 
[See  last  page  of  the  Population  preface  tion  that  the  increase  of  population  in 
of  1831.]  the  several  counties  is  not  known  be- 
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TABLE  1.— SCALE  OF  COINCroENCE 
Via  PrebabU,  Knd  of  tlw  Fm  MoyCTM,  with  the  iDcreair  of  PopahUon 


"^t 

'H* 

r^u. 

ri> 

in^r. 

.r^.. 

*-,«:«. 

l:sT,z. 

.A. 

»4^ 

rs-»n 

r..,. 

».«. 

y„r.. 

n,«r, 

F«.. 

v.^. 

y.«.. 

tSMI, 

F.Cl. 

Ya«. 

T«^ 

11 

13 
U 

■X 
V 
38 

to 

47-8 

«'< 

4AB 
W4 
«D 

«■« 

«'4 
43-fl 

406 
38'4 

ss-o 

>B-« 
M-3 
S7§ 

«r-4 

S8-8 

Xre 
U4 

438 
43-4 

«-S 
43-0 

40  It 

40  4 
4(H 
400 
31CS 

»'4 
SS-J 
S9-0 
38-8 
S8-8 

It 

18 

zu 
;i3 

IS 
SJ 

w 
ao 

31 

Si 
H 

37 

US 
40 
41 

43 

4S 

47 
4S 

33 

33 

33 
37 

40 
4J 

43 

48 
49 

to 
ss 

87 

eo 

37 

33  8 
U4 

330 

asa 

s:-B 

H1-4 

30-1 
»S 

ISO 

38' G 
283 

370 
2811 

as-3 

35-0 
24-3 

aj'O 

338 
212 

31'4 

S7'S 

376 

87-3 
37-0 

»«'4 

36-8 

8S'4 

K'D 
34-B 

34-4 

338 
33-4 

M-0 

93'« 
32-4 

33'3 

Sl'8 

SI'S 

31-0 

43 

i» 

M 

GO 

ei 

83 

71 

73 

7* 
76 

7» 

80 
81 

70 
73 

74 

77 
78 

m 
es 

86 
88 

01 

as 

98 

H 
1IM 

ao-2 

1»4 

18  0 
183 

ISA 
18'3 
13-8 
lS-4 

143 
13-6 

I0'6 
V-S 
9-0 

3M 
MS 

»i-4 

ITS 

»4 

art 

M'8 

3B^ 

38-3 
ISO 
ITS 

27-4 

M-fl 
38-4 
IBS 

»■« 
aw 

»4 

»-3 
31-0 
3¥B 

34-< 
34^ 

THE  riE  PaOBJBLE  AND  FIE  MOTSKITE.  f 

TABLE  II. 
CnnfMntOM  ^Inertmte  tfPofnUalion,  Vie  Proiable,  and  Vie  Blo^enne. 


EutLuid  and  Srgllth  CegDlln. 


1.  Rutland 

2.  North  York   

3.  Wilw 

4.  WeslmorliuKl    

3.  Suffolk    

6.  Deron 

7,  Hanti 

&  Cumbnlwid 

9.  Hertford 

10.  Bedford 

11.  Leicester    -•-• 

12.  Lincoln 

13.  Kent 

England  and  Wales . . 

14.  SlaSord 

13.  West  York 


36-2 
35-6 
3ry6 


Corn  wall    . . 
Isle  of  Elj-  ■ 


19     1?    «0     ai-3      33-7 
24     16     64      23  6      13  8 


Tond  lb«  last  diirtj  vein ;  that  U,  not 
berond  the  birlb  ef  tiro-tbirds  of  the 
exuting  papnlBtiau  (6028  in  10,000,  ae^ 
eordiog'  to  we  ceniut  of  IBS1),  for  no- 
ibmg  can  be  leaa  coiuistent  villi  fact 
iban  an  equable  ratio  of  the  increaae  of 
populalioD,  a  specie*  of  auumptioo 
which  wa*  carried  back  bj  Kin^  (one 
of  ibe  &tfaen  of  Eng'liah  alatistics)  to 
the  Nonsan  Cooqueet,  and  which  has 


not  quite  disappeared  to  the  present 
tiine.  It  happen!^  indeed,  that  the  in- 
crease of  population  in  Eng^land  and 
Wales  hsTin^  been  57  per  cent,  in 
tbirtj  years  (1801-1831),  baa  arrived  at 
that  amouDt  by  an  aiiDua)  increment, 
differing  verj  little  at  anj  time  fioin 
IS  per  cent,  which  gives  the  above 
total  increase  very  accurately.  But  in 
the  iwenty-one  yearn  f«ottfia%  \«TO, 
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it  is  pretty  well  asecrtaiued  by  parish  years,  but  nearer  to  the  last,  the  eolMi- 

rc^istcr  returns,  that  t]ie  actual  incre-  deuce  i»  exact 

ment  (supposing  it  to  have  been  uni-  Mr.  Milne's  Carlisle  Tables  II.  aai 
fomi)  was  not  much  more  than  half  the  III.,  pp.  564 — 5  may  next  be  examined; 
above,  or  about  '85  per  cent.,  the  total  and  in  these  the  expectation  of  life  is 
increase  from  1780  to  1801  havin^if  been  the  middle  of  the  first  year  being  38^ 
between  17  and  18  per  cent  Nor  is  the  average  duration  of  life  and  annsal 
there  any  thing  like  uniformity  in  the  mortality  is  39  years  1 1  weeks.  Tbe 
increment  of  the  several  counties  in  the  vie  probable  (one-half  dead)  falls  on  tbt 
tliree  decennial  periods  between  1801  41st  year  of  life,  so  that  the  discrepancy 
and  18;)1,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  forego-  is  one  year  and  three.<)uarter8 ;  but  on 
ing  table,  and  is  still  more  evident  in  this  it  may  be  remarjked  that  Mr.  Milne 
Berkshire  and  Salop,  which  counties  assumes  the  mortality  of  the  first  year 
shew  an  equal  increase  of  33  per  cent,  of  life  very  low,  at  1539  in  10,000; 
in  the  thirty  years ;  but  the  decennial  (though  he  compensates  for  this  in  the 
increment  of  the  former  was  8,  12,  10 ;  next  four  years)  whereas  the  Swedisk 
of  tlie  latter,  16,  6,  8, — a  dissimilitude  mortality  is  2015.  A  middle  term  may 
which  could  not  but  produce  a  discre-  be  found  in  the  latest  experience  of 
pancy  in  the  ages  of  those  who  have  Prussian  mortality,  which  is  rather  ]e« 
died,  and  of  those  who  survive,  in  the  than  1700  in  the  hrst  year  of  life,  and  if 
two  counties.  This  cause,  in  combina-  this  were  adopted  Mr.  Milne's  radix 
tion  with  salubrity  or  insalubrity  (before  would  be  increased  to  10,161  (1539+161 
noticed),  permits  us  not  to  expect  regu-  =1700)  whereby  the  annual  raor- 
lar  conformity  to  the  combined  scale,  tality  and  the  vie  probable  would  agree 
which  yet  agrees  well  enough  with  very  well  at  the  40th  year  of  life* 
fact  in  the  fifteen  counties  enumerated  Mr.  Finlaison,  in  his  law  of  raorta* 
in  the  comparative  view  annexed  to  the  lity,  deduced  from  the  population  re- 
scale  of  coincidence.  turns,  (aAer  correcting  the  eflfect  of  pro* 

But  why  should  the  converging  lines  gressive  increase)  appears  to  have 
of  the  vie  probable  and  vie  moj/enne  assumed  the  Prussian  law  of  mortality 
meet  at  19  or  20  per  cent,  increase  of  for  the  first  year  of  life,  the  registration 
population.^  This  bears  the  aspect  of  of  infant  burial  in  England  being defee- 
caprice  or  accident  rather  than  of  any  tive  from  a  known  canse ;  and  be 
established  law,  and  if  it  be  supposed  assumes  the  mortality  of  males  in  the 
(for  the  sake  of  argument)  that  such  first  year  of  life  at  1826  in  10,000,  their 
meeting  or  coincidence  takes  place  in  annual  mortality  at  one  in  40*5,  and 
any  given  state  of  population,  the  qui.  their  vie  probable  at  43'5.  Of  his 
cscent  state  of  NO  MOVEMENT  in  advance  females,  1568  die  in  their  first  year; 
or  retreat,  in  progress  or  regress,  bids  their  annual  mortality  is  one  in  43'7, 
fairest  for  preference ;  the  very  state,  in  and  their  vie  probable  is  48-5.  These 
fact,  to  which  every  respectabfe  calcula-  diflTerences  of  three  years  and  five  yeais 
tor  endeavours  to  approximate  in  his  respectively,  are  considerable,  and  ad- 
apparatus  for  determining  the  true  law  verse  to  my  opinion  of  the  identity  of 
of  mortality,  and  the  expectancy  of  life  the  rate  of  annual  mortality  with  the 
resulting  from  it  ;  and  as  not  one  of  vie  probable :  but,  in  truth,  nothing 
these  calculators  has  had  in  his  thoughts  certain  can  be  predicated  of  the  mortality 
any  coincidence  of  the  vie  probable  and  of  the  first  year;  and  if  Mr.  Fiulaison 
the  vie  moyenne^  it  is  fair  to  examine  in  had  made  use  of  the  Swedish  estimate 
support  of  such  supposed  coincidence  of  2015  deaths  in  10,000  bom,  his  an- 
the  results  at  which  calculation  has  nual  mortality  of  the  combined  sexes 
actually  arrived.  might  have  decreased  from  one  in  42  to 

First  in  priority  of  date  is  the  law  of  one  in  39  or  40,  and  his  vie  probable 

mortality  and  its  results,  as  calculated  have  fallen  from  46  to  the  same  level: 

by  Mr.  Milne  from  Swedish  documents,  and  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  add  here, 

aller  deducing  the  stationary  from  the  in   support  of  the  superiority  of   the 

actually    progressive    population     (pp.  Swedish  estimate,  that  burial  registers 

537—8).     In  his  Table  v.,  p.  569,  both  seldom  fail  to  err  on  the  side  of  defect, 

sexes  are  combined,  and  the  expectation  and  (if  faithful)  cannot  be  redundant, 
of  life  in  the  course  of  the  first  year  of        After  speaking    thus  freely  of   the 

life    is  36' 12,  to   which    adding    half  ignorance   under  which   we  labour  of 

unity,  (3612  -f  -5  =  36  62)  the  average  the  law  of  morUlity  of  the  first  year  of 

duration   of  life  including  the   entire  life,  it  is  necessary  to  enter  into  expla- 

first  year,  is  36  years  32  weeks ;  and  as  nation,  lest  this  unoertaintv  sboold  be 

the  vie  probable  falls  between  36  and  37  -  su^iyoscd  by  the  uninitiated  to  pervade 
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tbe  whole  science  of  what  Laplace  calls 
statistiqiies  vitaies^  (the  statistics  of 
human  life)  whefie  he  announces  that 
the  annual  mortality  of  any  nation  or 
society  expresses  the  vie  tnoyentie  at 
birth,  (the  average  duration  of  life)  and 
leads  to  the  amount  of  its  population  b^ 
au  easy  process,  when  once  this  multi- 
plier of  tne  burials  is  obtaiued.  **  But, 
continues  he,  "  La  determination  de  ce 
faeteur  est  le  point  Ic  plus  dclicat;" — 
this  is  a  point  of  much  difficulty;  a 
difficulty  which  arises  thus.. 

Insurances  are  seldom  or  never  effect- 
ed on  the  first  years  of  life,  and  the 
Bominees  in  government  Tontine  annui- 
ties are  not  numerous  until  they  have 
fully  reached  the  most  advantageous 
expectation  of  life,  which  occurs  from 
three  to  six  years  of  age.  Yet  enough 
are  enrolled  in  their  first  year  for  the 
purpose  of  calculation,  if  they  were 
equably  spread  over  that  year;  but  the 
intensity  of  mortality  is  such  at  the 
commencement  of  human  existence,  that 
one-half  of  such  deaths  occur  in  the 
first  three  months;  whence  it  happens 
that  no  Tontine  annuitants  can  pru- 
dently be  enrolled  till  after  that  period, 
nor  indeed  until  the  the  greater  portion 
of  the  first  year  has  been  by  them  sur- 
vived. Thus  the  usual  authority  of 
enrolled  lives  here  fails  us,  and  we  nave 
iio  unquestionable  basis  on  which  to 
calculate  the  mortality  of  the  first  rear 
of  life,  including  as  it  docs  the  first  cfays, 
and  weeks,  and  months  afler  birth ;  and 
the  difficulty  stated  by  Laplace  becomes 


insuperable,  unless  by  an  exactnoss  and 
severity  of  registration  not  easily   en 
forced*. 

But  all  this  does  not  aflfbct  the  calcu- 
lated expectation  of  life  beyond  the  age 
of  infancy,  because  the  series  of  such 
calculations  travels  downwards  from  the 
highest  ages,  which,  indeed,  are  much 
exaggerated,  only  two  individuals  hav- 
ing been  discovered  by  the  collectors  of 
authentic  records  of  mortality  in  France, 
England,  and  Holland f,  aJthoqgh  tbe 
number  of  such  recorded  deaths  is  not 
less  than  27,000,  while  common  repute 
(as  expressed  by  the  relatives  of  the 
aged  aeceased)  represents  one  in  2072 
in  England  as  having  attained  to  that 
great  age;  in  Sweden,  (a  d.  1754  — 
1763),  on  the  same  kind  of  authority^ 
the  proportion  is  one  in  1017;  and  Mr. 
Milne,  in  the  Carlisle  Table,  seems  to 
have  assumed  one  in  909.  Similar  ex- 
aggeration in  a  minor  degree  is  known 
to  prevail  from  the  oge  of  85,  and  may 
be  detected,  and  even  measured  by  com- 
parison with  recorded  deaths  which 
nave  occurred  in  sufficient  number  at 
and  after  that  age.  T  add  a  Table  to 
this  efi*ect,  as  it  also  affords  general  in- 
formation of  the  expectancy  of  life  in 
old  age;  but  it  is  not  to  be  inferred 
that  the  expectation  of  life  in  all  preced- 
ing classes  of  age  is  materially  affect- 
ed by  the  overstated  5  or  even  10 
years  in  the  ages  of  the  very  few  indi- 
viduals who,  according  to  the  most  ex- 
aggerated statement,  approach  or  sur- 
pass their  hundredth  year. 


Mr.  FinlalHon. 
Gov.  Aniioiuuta. 

Equitable 
Aaaurauce 

Average. 

Mr.  FlnlaiRon. 
Parish  Registh^ 

Carlisle 
Table. 

Average. 

Age. 

Age. 

Males. 
Y. 

Females. 
V. 

• 

BotbSexea 
Y. 

Years  and 
Decimal. 

1 

Males. 
V. 

Females. 
Y. 

BothSezer 
Y. 

Years  and 
Dec.  parts. 

70 

9-22 

10-99 

899 

9-73 

8-94 

966 

9  18 

926 

70 

75 

712 

8-46 

7-00 

7-53 

6  78 

7-33 

701 

704 

75 

80 

4-94 

6-50 

551 

5-65 

505 

546 

551 

5-34 

80 

a5 

312 

4  84 

402 

399 

385 

4-22 

4  12 

406 

Hfi 

90 

1-95 

283 

216 

2-31 

3-42 

3  70 

3-28 

3-47 

90 

96 

118 

1*55 

1*36 

305 

3-20 

3-53 

3-26 

95 

100 

■ 

•50 

•25 

2-78 

2-72 

2-28 

\ 

^  ^'Sa 

N\^ 

*  In  B«lginBi,  where  tbe  ngittntlon  is  Mid  (o 
fm  tmmmpiarr0  SBUO  die  In  tbeir  Bnt  year,  which 


t  One  lndlv\daal  of  one  lauiidTe«i  V*«Tt  wi«x- 
Uhi)  U  recorded  b\  l>«pMCV«^x-,  ou^  l*u»X*  *»^ 
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From  the  abo^e  Table  it  follows  that,  where  the  increase  bas  been  20pereai 

at  70,  75,  and  80  years  of  age,  selected  in  30  yean.    1  am  aware  ibat  I  bare  b 

lives  (those  of  such  persons  as  are  con-  combat  this  obiection,  and  I  adcMV* 

cemcd  in  money  transactions)  maintain  led^  that  the  first  table  aeema  to  pmci 

a  small  and  yeir  probable  superiority  on  mspection,  that  the  annual  nioiti% 

in  expectation  oflife.     At  85,  exagffe-  would  be  44,  the  vie  ftrohmkU  48^  ii 

ration  is  barely  perceptible  in  the  Ea-  case  of  stationary  population, 
lance    slightly    inclined    to  the  other        In  eiqilanation  of  this,!  raasCbef» 

side.      At  90,  the  exaggeration  of  com-  mitted  to  obsenre,  that  ibe  vitf  itjfiHi 

mon  repute  appears  to  be  1*16  =  60  is  reduced  to  about  26  in  LaocasUn; 

weeks,  and  the  comparative  expectation  and  that  such  decrease  is  caused  by  At 

as  3  to  2.    At  d5,  it  is  1*90=99  weeks,  disproportionate  number  of  infanli  wk$ 

or  as  7  to  3.    At  100,  it  seems  to  be  ten-  are    bom,  and  consequently  die,  la  i 

fold;  but  with  such  uncertainty,  that  rapidly  increasing  population ;   whcMi 

it  were  well  if  all  calculators  assumed  it  follows  that  a  large  omissioB  In  the 

one  male,  two  females  in   10,000  to  registry    of  infant    Durials    {of  tlMK 

attain  to  their  hundredth  year.  infants  who  die  before  tber  are  bi» 

After  what  has  been  said,  and  espe-  ti8ed|  cannot  but  ba^e  the  etfeetof  pw- 

ciall?  after  what  I  have  quoted  from  ing  aown  the  sereral  oonnties  horn  tk 

Laplace,  showing  the  extreme  difficulty  fiosition  aasijfned  to  them  by  a  caleala. 

of  ascertaining  the  annual  mortality  in  tion  of  the  «m  moytnne  and  mepraUk 

any  nation  or  district,  the  writer  of  an  founded  on  such  defective  leghtiy  if 

article  in  the  British  Medical  Almanack  infant  deaths ;  and  I  hope  to  eonviaet 

for  1837  will  learn  to  moderate  the  the  reader  that  this  ooeura  in  nek  a 

severity  of  his  remarks  on  the  annual  degree  as  to  lessen  the  seeming  dora- 

mortality  ascribed  to  the  several  coun-  tion  oflife  in  Rutland  and  North  York 

ties  of  England  in  more  than  one  pre-  to  38  years,  and  to  render  probable  the 

face  to  the  Population  volumes  of  van-  alleged  coincidence  at  the  age  of  40  or 

ous  dates.    Themortality  there  stated  is  41  years,  in  case  of  stationary  popa- 

avowedly  founded  on  results  drawn  from  lation. 

Parish  ilegisters,  and  therefore  liable        The    annual  mortality  of   Englaod 

not  only  to  the  variation  which  arises  cannot  differ  materially  from  this  last 

from  every  different  ratio  of  increase  of  amount,  which  is  expressed  by  40^  ia 

population  in  the  several  counties,  but  the  first  table.    Mr.  Milne,  in  the  Car- 

also  to  defect  of  registr;^,  which  in  some  lisle  table,  assigns  37*14  as  the  expeeta- 

places  is  consideraole,  in  others  trifling  tion  oflife,  or  vie  tnovenue^  of  the  firrt 

m  amount    Why,  then,  was  a  falla-  year  of  human  life^  for  tbs  two  sezfi 

cious  statement  admitted?     Partly  as  combined;    Mr.  Finlaison   assigns  to 

popular  information  which  could  not  be  males  39*96,  to  females  43*20,  expecta- 

wcll   be  withheld;   partly  because  the  tion  of  life  in  the  first  year;  and  tbex 

mortality  of  the  same  county  at  several  three  authorities  average  at  40*13.    Bat 

periods  is  good    authority  for  compa-  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  such  w 

rison  with  itself,  and  the  prevalence  of  moyenne  is  applicable  not  to  the  begio- 

health  or  sickness  in   various  seasons  ning,   but  to  the  middle,   of  the  first 

may  safely  be  thus  inferred.     Beyond  year;  so  that  annual  mortality  is  alwayi 

this,  if  the  writer  alluded  to  is  a  precise  half  a  year  more  than  the  vie  moyenne^ 

reasoner,  let  him  never  rely  on  annual  as  usually  expressed,    and  the  above 

mortality   thus   loosely  alleged,    until  average  becomes  40*03,  which  is  as  near 

he  has  examined  the  authority  on  which  to  the  40*0  of  the  tables  as  can  be  de* 

it  is  founded,  always  mindful  that  a  sired ;  and  it  is  to  be  understood,  that 

mere  mortuary  register  is  of  no  value  the  tables  are  founded  on  this  assoBed 

for  any  general  inference  whatsoever.  coincidence,  from  which  the  vieproMh 

and  vie  moyenne  are  made  to  diverge,  so 

I  now  return  to  my  main  argument  that  at  57  per  cent,  increase  of  popoh* 

founded  on  the  tables  inserted  at  a  for-  tion,  which  is  assignable  to  the  whole  of 


of  annual  mortality  and  vie  probable  in  denied  that  what  is  accurately  true  of 
a  stationary  population  from  tables  the  whole,  is  fairly  applicable  as  a  test 
which  seem  to  show  that  it  takes  place    or  measure  whereby  to  discorer  tbecom- 
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parative  eflTect    of  variously  increased  mortalitj  taken  at  1700,  and  even  the 

population  in  the  several  counties.  Swedish  mortality  at  2015  in  10,000, 

it  may  be  worth  while  to  remark,  may^  he  erroneous  results,  arisingf  from 
upon  this  appropriate  occasion,  that  the  defective  registration  of,  infant  deaths. 
vte  moyenne,  or  expectation  of  life,  does  I  sajr  this  to  prove  that  the  duration  of 
not,  strictly  speaking,  apply  to  the  life  in  England  may  possibly  be  over- 
middle  of  the  year,  but  to  the'middle  of  rated  at  40  years,  and  that  if  reduced  to 
the  mortaliiy  of  the  year  of  which  it  is  38  years,  my  speculation  in  favour  of 
asserted  ;  and  this,  m  the  first  year  of  the  coincidence  of  the  vie  probable  with 
life,  occurs  at  the  end  of  the  first  three  the  average  duration  of  life,  is  not  in- 
months,  instead  of  six  months.  But  consistent  with  it. 
such  minutise  are  of  little  value;  nor  1>  1  do  not  undertake  to  offer  a  po- 
does  the  attention  bestowed  on  still-bom  sidve  demonstration  in  support  of  my 
infants  {fmarto-nes)  by  some  calculators,  opinion,  but  negatively  I  inter  that  it  is 
appear  to  me  of  importance  :  the  en-  well  founded ;  for  I  have  already  shown 
trance  into  life  will  always  remain  in  tabular  form,  the  tendency  of  which 
somewhat  undetermined,  and  it  is  but  cannot  reasonably  be  disputed,  that  al- 
lost  labour  to  approach  tne  mysteries  of  though  the  actual  duration  of  life  (vte 
Juno  Lueina ;  we  mast  remember  that  moyenne)  cannot  really  be  affected  by 
in  the  commencement  of  the  history  of  increase  of  population,  the  burial  re- 
nations,  as  well  of  individual  man,  gister  in  that  case  exhibits  the  short 
we  are  compelled  to  rest  satisfied  under  fives  of  infants  in  a  proportion  so  pre- 
flome  deflree  of  obscurity.  Nor  is  the  ponderating,  that  in  the  eiven  case  of 
other  end  of  human  life  without  its  dif-  Iiancashire(wherethe  population  has  been 
Realties  (already  suggested),  arising  increasing  at  the  rate  of  26  per  cent. 
from  the  customary  errors  of  common  annually),  human  life  seems  to  be 
repute,  and  the  paucity  of  authentic  ex-  shortened  from  40  to  24  years;  and  a 
amples  of  extreme  old  age ;  whereas,  moiety  of  the  recorded  deaths  {vie  pro- 
in  infant  life,  the  calculator  is  embar-  bable)  to  have  approached  within  12 
mased  by  the  crowd  who  die  and  are  years  of  the  birtn  of  these  numerous 
forgotten.  infants.    I  have  shown  also  that  the 

Thus  have  I  brought  under  notice  the  population  of  England  collectively y  ex- 
two  sources  of  error  which  tend  to  re-  nioits  the  same  kind  of  result,  an  in- 
present  the  duration  of  human  life  be-  crease  at  the  rate  of  1*5  per  cent,  annn- 
jond  the  truth ;  inasmuch  as  these  for-  ally,  having  diminished  toe  vie  moyenne 
ffotten  infants  would  increase  the  num-  from  40  to  33  years,  the  vie /)ro^6/e  from 
ber  of  individuals  who  have  lived— that  40  to  26*4  years ;  and  that  the  counties, 
is,  the  divisor  of  the  total  vears  lived;  generally  speaking,  show  similar  gra- 
and  correction  of  the  overcharged  ages  dation  of  cause  and  effect.  From  this 
of  individuals  who  survive  86,  would  it  follows  that  the  converging  scries  of 
diminish  the  number  of  years  lived—  vie  moyenne  tiud  vie  probable  must  some- 
that  is,  the  dividend — and  lessen  the  what  meet;  and  we  arc  autliorized  to 
quotient  or  average  duration  of  life  ac-  assume  that  they  cross  each  other,  by 
cordingly.  Thus,  if  ninety  individuals  the  example  of  two  Swiss  villages,  where 
lived  3600  years,  the  quotient  would  the  vie  moyenne  is  found  to  be  46 
prove  their  duration  of  life  (vie  moyenne)  years,  and  the  vie  probable  66  years* ; 
to  have  been  forty  years.  But  if  the  the  effect  of  decreasing  population 
divisor  be  increased  to  100,  and  the  being  probably  augmented  by  the 
dividend  diminished  to  3600,  Uie  quo-  frequent  migration  of  young  Hel- 
tient  will  show  their  duration  of  life  not  vetians,  and  their  returning  home  in 
to  have  exceeded  thirty-five  years.  This  mature  age,  when  competence  for  re- 
example  is  overcharged,  but  will  explain  tirement  from  busy  life  has  been  ac- 
the  tendency  df  such  corrections ;  nor  quired  elsewhere.  Granting  the  oppo- 
most  we  forget  that  M.  Qaetelet  caica-  site  effects  of  increasing  and  of  cie- 
livtes  the  mortality  of  infants  in  Bel-  creasing  population^  it   is   difficult  to 

f^iom,  in  their  firrt  year,  to  be  3240  in  believe  that  the  point  of  actnal  coinci- 

0,000*;  80  that  the  similar  Prassian    Trr-. — >  »  .  .^  v.    »»^ — 71 — Zt 

* Ul«  Is  not  affected  by  his  VHppotluse  d^nne  po- 

"""""""""■"""""""""""""^ fuiation  simiionHtUre^  which  invalidates  all  hla 

*  8—  M.  Qwtalet**  **  Beckerekes  *nr  la  Bm  calcalatlons  of  mortality,  except  that  of  the  first 

pmlaHmu  ^  4mm  It  B§pmmm0  dm  PmfhaMJ'  yttforUfe. 

p.  tt  [I0O.00O-77.fiO7  -  ^4883  ;  and  it  U  pn>.  •  Hir  Francis  D*I?emols,  8ur   la  MortaliU 

per  to  add,  tkat  lh«  mortaUty  of  th«  Ant  year  of  freporU^ntllt  4$  quelq^/e*  populolima,  \^m. 
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deuce  is  uot  also  that  of  stationary  ]»o-  lation,  and  does  not  undertake  to  wmm 

pulatinii.  him  that  such  has  been  the  fact  iatk 

2'  Further,  I  haTe  to  supfp^est,  that  nation  or  city,  or  other  society,  ftoB 

as  the  miirtuUtv  which  occurs  in  every  the  mortuary  register  of  which  ibenii 

year  of  life  settles  the  a^c  of  the  dead  de-  table  has  been  compiled,  the  same  i» 

iluitively  in  thnt  year,  their  vf>  fitoy^nftf  thor  tacitly  allows    that  the  Tsrialiii 

and  vie  probable  are  no  longer  subject  to  between  the  vie  mojftnne  and  vw  anh 

doubt  or  calculation,  and  arc  evidently  ble  may  arise  from  want  of  certaintr  ii 

the  same.     By  an  equal  division  of  the  this  essential  preliminary;  apointwUck 

number  of  all  the  individuals  >vho  have  seems  to  neea  the  following^  illDStratioi. 
died  at  various  a^cs*,   the  ])articular        The  condition  of  stationary  popdi^ 

a^e   or  middle  point  will  be  found,  on  tion  rcouires  that  a  new  person,  a  M« 

cither  side  of  which  a  preponderance  of  actor,  snail  be  introduced  upon  the  mip 

years  or  ajre  must  ensue  from  the  in-  of  life,  whenever  and  as  soontsav^    1 

crease  or  decrease  of  population  ;  and  cancy  occurs  by  death  of  an  estaUiiM 

it  is  evident  that  the  seeming  duration  actor,^  whether    old    or    jounf^^;   aii, 

of  life,  as  well  as  the  seemni^r  age  at  speaking'    cumulatively,     such    dealk 

which  one. half  die,  will  depart  from  the  constitute  the  law  of  mortality  in  tk 

truth  accordingly.  drama  of  human   life.      Supposing  m 

3.  Next  let  us  consider  that  the  entire  actor  to  have  entered  unless  on  Taeue^ 
science  which  deduces  the  expectation  of  nor  without  notice  taken,  and  regolar 
human  life  from  the  law  ot  mortality,  enrolment  of  the  fact,  the  vie  mmfewim 
rests  upon  the  average  mortality  which  and  vie  probable  of  any  one  of  tbcK 
happens  to  all  collectively :  upon  the  enrolled  actors  could  not  but  be  identi- 
ideal  one  man,  who  is  thus  made  to  re-  cal,  aiid  therefore  also  of  all  the  acton 
present  his  whole  species;  and  that  the  collectively.  sup|K)sing-  the  procen  sf 
vie  moyenne  and  vi>  probable  of  any  one  death  and  replacement  not  to  oare  beei 
man  cannot possihlyuiflTerfmm  each  other  disturl>ed  by  unauthorized  absentees  or 
in  amount.  All  scientific  attemnts  to  as-  intruders,  who,  by  **  their  exits  aarf 
certain  the  law  of  mortality  from  na-  their  entrances,'*  cannot  but  prodneea 
tional  or  local  mortuary  registers,  must  perplexing  variation  in  the  averafpe 
first  assume  a  stationary  population,  as  amount  of  life  (rie  moyeaMe),  and  its 
an  indispensable  corrective ;  and  they  probable  extent  (vie  probable) ;  for  it 
usually  represent  it  by  dividing  this  cannot  be  denied  that  a  superfluity  of 
ideal  man  into  10,000  parts,  and  assign-  unnoticed  exits  and  entrances  of^^tbe 
ing  to  every  age  a  due  apportionment  of  young  (which  represents  an  increarini^ 
vitality,  as  far  as  facts  in  the  possession  population)  will  sink  the  vie  probaUt 
of  the  calculator  authorize  his  conclu-  towards  non-age,  and  that  a  superfluity 
sions.  But  the  ideal  :vian  of  stationary  of  exits  of  the  old,  not  replaced  by  in- 
population  seems  to  me  still  to  retain  fants  (which  represents  a  decreasing  ps- 
unaltcred  his  vie  moyenne  and  vie  pro-  ]iulation),  will  enhance  it  beyond  its 
bable\  which,  therelore,  I  hold  to  be  due  amount.  Hence  it  follows  that  a  pie- 
identically  the  same.  tended  law  of  mortality,  calculatea  oa 

4.  The  foregoing  argument,  1  think,  a  n»cre  mortuary  register,  will  seldna 
may  be  placedin  another  point  of  view,  exhibit  similitude  of  amount  in  the  rtf 
Every  one,  when  first  he  reads  or  hears  moyenne  and  vie  probable^  and  rss- 
of  any  difTerencc  of  amount  between  the  versely  that  a  calculation  founded  as 
average  duration  of  life  and  the  proba-  t}ie  mortality  of  a  stationary  popnla^ 
ble  extent  of  life  (the  vie  moyenne  and  tion,  will  not  fail  to  exhibit  an  ideiilitT 
vie  probable),  is  incredulous,  or  at  of  these  amounts, 
least  perplexed,  until  he  has  tried  the  ■ 
experiment  on  some  accredited  table  of  If  the  foregoing  arguments  shall  be 
the  law  of  mortality ;  aflter  which  he  established  on  higher  authority  thas 
yields  his  assent  to  tlie  result  of  his  own  niine,  I  think  the  symmetry  of  scieuce 
culeulation.  But  when  his  author  tells  ^'iH  he  improved,  and  its  consistencj 
him  that  such  table  is  not  accurate,  iiit-  established,  by  ascertaining*  that  an  iden- 
leis  on  the  hypothesis  of  stationary  popu-  tity  of  the  vie  moyenne  and  rie  probable 
must  occur,  if  the  stationary  populatioa 

.  o    - ,    -,„    .  ,  ^  has    been  accurately   assumed   br  the 

«  SecMr.  Miliie*it  proceMforKelillng  the  mor-  «,,l«„l-trtf.  uk^  will   *k».  %^  .»«.i^.J  •/« 

uuty  of  Sweden,  hud  the  poruiatiuu  remained  e«lculator,  who  Will  tbus  be  enabled  10 

■tMUooary,  vol.  ii.  p.  MS.  vcnfv  his  work.    Such  consistency  or 
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It  uf  the  vit  ntoyennt  and  vie  CASES  OF 

would  also  tend  to  improTe 
ice.bymanireBltv'antiiilliaKthe 
■  of  all  tables  wbicb  purport  lo 
known  duration  of.  life  to 
CKceptlnc  altvaja  the  table  of 
ux),  tn  Hull  and  (excepting  that 
ibunm).  In  BelKiuRi,  to  Bran- 
)  (North  Prutuia),  and  to  Swia- 
to  Paris,  lo  London,  to  Vienna, 
,  to  Bnissela,  and  to  Amster- 
hese  tables,  indeed,  cannut  be 


DS.  WORMIUI,  Esq. 
ADiloni  at  ai 
g>plML,  &c.  &( 


on  mortuary  rc^sters  exclu- 
Miifn  forty  yean  as  the  dura- 
ife  in  some  of  the  counties  of 
,  but  give  no  more  than  twenty, 
s  lo  Lancashire ;  and  that  the  Die 

of  North  Vork  exceeds  that  of 
ark  bv  eleven  years,  althou)[h 
ite  and  mamiernrlivini;  in  two 
C  porlions  of  the  same  county 
>e  dissimilar:  one  of  them,  iii- 
>rtb  Yiirk),  has  arquired  an  in- 
r  impubtion  of  21  per  eenl.; 
r   (West  York)  of  ?3  per  cent., 

'.  This  brings  cause  and  effect 
'  into  view,  and  shows  that  iu- 
inferriiijj'  the  average  duration 
from  mortunry  re  [{isle  r»,  we 
Blher  attempt  to  estimale,  and 
leasure,  the  probable  increase  of 
>D  from  the  amount  of  diflerence 
the  vie  titoytatte  and  vie  proba- 
led  to  the  inbabilaiiU  of  placea 
ive  produced  tables  of  the  ex- 
I  of  life,  constructed  on  the  ful- 


y  rererring  to  such  documents 
iscs  (0  H'hich  iher  are  quite  in- 
,  and  even  iiiapplicitble,  unless 
I  with  eunsidcratirm  of  the  in- 
population,  aa  well  as  wilb  the 
of  exi»tln|f  population,  and  its 
liot)  into  ag^s  suitably  lo  a 
:lassilicatio[i  of  corresponding 
■  registers  on  h  hich  reliance 
ilaced,  or  which  have  been  sub- 


Case  I. — Diilocation  of  ike  Head  of 

the  Femuritownioardi  aiul  baekwardi 

upon  the  Taber  Itchii. 
A  MAN[kc,  who  eluded  the  virilance  of 
his  keepers,  leaped  from  a  third  story 
window.  Besides  dial ocatine'  hiathigD, 
he  received  oiber  injury,  of  which  De 
died  iu  about  an  hour. 

On  examining'  the  dislocated  limb  it 
was  found  considerably  shortened  anit 
inverted,  formin^f  about  half  a  right 
angfle  with  the  body.  The  shaft  of  the 
femur,  crossing  the  sfmph^si*  pubia, 
was  fixed  immoveably  in  this  siluatioD. 
As  the  patient  was  evidently  aioking, 
no  attempt  was  made  at  reduction. 

Twelve  hours  after  the  death  of  the 
patient  I  commenced  the  dissection,  br 
reflecting  the  gluteus  maximui,  wbeu  I 
found  some  of  tbe  fibres  of  the  glateas 


U: 


ertaincd  laets. 


nPrthctoriSll,  [ 


t,  th*  Ulnif  u«  mvdlD'^pB'UTto] 
-— -  --   ihv  ftmui  much  iDvnml,  s 

3  U 
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iml  n 


Tlic  iivtilriniiis  and  (lie 
aliiu  partiallv  torn ;  hut 
inc  iciur  ]>iini[iiiB  of  the  tciiiloii  nf  the 
iiUuralor  iuU-riius  wliirh  pus  Ihrougli 
tbo  IcsBiT  iscliialic  nutcli,  vierc  drawn 
out  atid  separated  IVddi  their  wiiuexioiia 
nitli  the  musciilur  libres. 

The  lirad  uf  ilie  fi'iiiur  (ircscnlcd  it- 
self throiij;)!  a  rem  of  the  ci])sith',  oppo- 
KJle  tu  the  upper  part  of  the  liiher  ixrliii, 
abiive  tlic  quiidraliia,  aa  that  thp  ^rrvat 
isrhiatic  nerve  wun  Komciihat  disiilaeed, 
oikI  pres'cd  ajriiiiiBt  the  liibiT  iscliil. 

lu  this  caitc  ilt<.te  waa  nn  dilBculty  in 
ileicciiof'  the  nature  of  tlie  iimirj',  as, 
beaidr's  the  iTiuploms  alrtjudv  ilescribet), 
the  bend  uf  the  Ibniur  euiild  lie  felt  rest- 
iiifr  on  the  tuber,  covered  )ty  the  outer 
e(l<;u  of  the  u-hileus  tnaxiniuN.  If  tliia 
patient  had  Ereu  in  a  cundition  In  at- 
tempt Tcduetiuu  of  the  disliicaliun,— bjr 


spine,  in  a  caritjr  which  tiu  ikfi 
formed,  partlj  by  a  pretenutural  froi 
of  Ikiuc,  and  partly  by  what  appeandl 
me  tu  be  the  upper  piuitiun  of  ut  onp- 
iial  cotvloiil  ligament,  which  *ufi^ 
balily  (iiitplaeca  at  the  lime  of  tbewi 
detii.  The  original  acelabulun  n 
coutnicted  and  filled  up  bj  a  GbiB 
luhstauce.  The  lij^ainciitum  leRia> 
eiiiin-,  elon^ted.  iind  flattened.  Tb 
cartiluge  cnvcriii);^  the  head  of  lb  i- 
miir  was  in  its  natural  condition,  «b« 
it  was  ill  contact  with  the  eaiil;  a 
which  it  was  lodfp^d ;  but  at  the  niMlu 
aspect  uf  the  heud  of  the  hiine,  tkecV' 
tila^ju  was  irregularly-  nbsoibed 


bone,  at  the  same   . 
1iu1i,  the  head  of  the  fe 
been  hTou)rht  o|i]io» 


have  been  replaeed 

nithout  i^rcater  difficullj'  tliau  in  usually 

experienced. 


Cwr  ll.—Dulac«li„n  of  ike  lUad  of 
the  Femur,  ttUh  iliiplaitKent  of  a 
portiim  of  the  I'ol^lniil  Lii/ameiil, 
without  Hupiure  of  Ike  LigauieHtum 


under  pncnuionia,  nf  which  he  dieil 
On  examining  his  hudy,  I  cibscrved  that 
the  lell  limb  was  soliiewliat  everted,  a 
little  separated  from  tlie  ri(;ht,  and 
shortened  In  the  extent  of  baltnu  ineh. 
The  head  of  the  lone  cuuld  be  felt  rest- 
ing upiin  (he  ik'ini,  between  the  aeeta. 
huTum  and  lite  anterior  inferior  spine. 
On  ditisectinif  thp  muscles  about  the 
hip-jiiint,  I  fiiuiid  theni  in  a  healthy 
condition,  excepting  the  obturator  ex- 
tenius,  whicli  wn*  amall,  uf  a  brown 
colour,  wilh  fat  deposited  between  it^ 
fibreK,  and  the  tend  nn  waf^tnni  from  iln 
attarhment  lii  the  femur.  The  head  of 
the  finniir,  Rumiunded  by  the  cajisular 
ligament,  rented  upon  the'ileim,  between 
the  acetabulum  and  the  anterior  inferior 


■tdir  iHhEiiocKtiiidcortlitaMcbalibcMM- 
On  inquiring;  into  the  history  of  iliii 
case,  I  ascertained,  that  when  the  (ab- 
ject was  about  fourteen  ^'ears  of  age,  lif 
fell  from  a  ladder,  which  prnducrtllk 
injury  I  have  deseribeil.  At  thrtinie  of 
the  aceideiit,  he  cx]ierioticed  eonsidfrj. 
bic  pain,  and  fnr  many  raonlh«  murh 
iliHicLilty  in  walking ;  but  he  evenluiUT 
recovered,  and  at  the  time  of  the  aiucl 
nf  innammatinn,  which  de&lrurnl  him, 
he  was  actually  ntf-ngei  in  caTrring 
out  lieer  fur  a  publican  who  resided  ia 
Portugnl-Mtreet. 

In  this  ease,  at  tlic  lime  of  the  acei- 
dcnt,  the  eniyloiil  ligatneut  muM  baif 
been  parliully  separated,  and  prcbablf 
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■don  of  the  acetabulum  was  sepa-  cent^  mass,  as  there  was  scarcely  any 

at  the  same  time,  whichjwould  attendant  hcemorrhas^.  A  more  parti. 
'  the  head  of  the  bone  to  occupj  cnlar  examination,  however,  soon  satis- 
ituation  which  it  maintained,  with-  fied  me  as  to  its  reality,  and  that,  more- 
he  lig^amentum  teres  beings  neces-  over,  there  existed  an  arm  presentation. 
r  ruptured.  I  cannot  conceive  it  The  liquor  amnii  had  been  discharged, 
ble  that  any  dislocation  can  take  and  the  os  uteri  was  fully  dilated.    The 

without  niptnre  of  the  ligpamen-  operation  of  version  was  immediately 

teres,  provided  it  be  of  the  usual  attempted     to    be    performed ;    but  so 

.h,  unless,  indeed,  a  portion  of  the  firmly  was  the  foetal  body  embraced  by 

bulum  be  separated  at  the  same  the  uterus,  that  it  would  have  been  im- 

In   all   the  other  cases  which  possible  to  have  effected  it  without  risk- 

come  under  my  observation,  where  ingf  the  infliction  of  severe  injury  upon 

has  been  fracture  of  the  acetabu-  that  orfi^an. 

with   displacement  of  the    head  In   Uiis  most  unenviable  position  -I 

c  femur,  tne  lig-amcntum  teres  has  requested  the  co-operation  of  my  expe- 

destroyed.     In  this  case,  had  any  rienccd  friend  ana  neig-hbour,  the  late 

ipt  been  made  to  replace  the  head  Mr.  Bennett,  senior,  who  also  endea- 

e  femur,  perhaps  much   difficulty  voured  to  reach  the  feet  of  the  cbild. 

t  have  occurred  in  keeping  it  in  its  but  his  efforts  were  alike  ineffectual, 

ion,  as  in  cases  where  the  acetabu-  He  coincided  with  me  in  the  opinion 

has  been  fractured,  although  the  that  the  woman  ought  to  be  delivered 

of  the   femur   has  been   readily  as  soon  as  it  could  be  accomplished  with 

ced,  I  have  seen  it  impossible  to  safety,  as  it  was  evident  tnat  we  were 

tain  it  in  its  proper  position.    This  indebted  for  the  absence  of  heemorrhage 

ulty,    I   apprehend,    will    depend  to  the  unusual  contractile  power  exerted 

the  size  of  the  portion  of  the  ace-  by  the  uterus ;  and  that  any  sudden  or 

u  which  is  separated.  gradual  diminution  of  its  contractility, 

although  it  might  facilitate  the  opera- 

tion  oftuming,  yet  would  in  all  proba- 

MIDWIFERY  PRACTICE.  ^}'^X  ^''\^  "^"^  ^  *  copious  hoemorrhage, 

highly  dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  pa- 

CENTAL  PRESENTATION   AND  EX-  ticut ;  and  as  the  waut  of  pulsation  in 

PULSION.  the  umbilical  cord  demonstrated  that  the 

feet  us  no  longer  possessed  vitality,  it 

was  therefore  determined  to  eviscerate 

he  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  chest  and  abdomen,  acconling  to  the 

o  plan  pniposed  by  Douglas,  of  Dublin. 

,  *»       ^  The  operation   was  immediately  com- 

interesting  communication  of  Mr.  menced,  and  after  the  necessary  interval 

,  inserted   in    the  last   number  of  the  delivery  completed. 

useful  publication,  relative  to  the  On  the  third  cUy  after  the  operation 

Ision   Of   the   placenta   whilst  the  some  symptoms  of  uterine  inflammation 

J  remained  in  utero,  brings  to  my  were  experienced,  which  soon  yielded 

lection   a  similar  case  which    oc-  to  venesection,  leeching,  fomentations, 

d   to   me   some    time   since,    and  with    the   free    exhibition  of  calomel, 

h  was  attended  with  very  extraor-  opiiim,  and    Urtarized    antimony,  &c. 

y  circumstances.  At  the  expiration  of  seven  or  eia^ht  days 

Y  attendance  was  requested  on  a  all    dangerous    symptoms    had    disap- 

an  named  Phipps,  about  38  years  peared.    She  perfectly  recovered. 

a  patient   belonging  to  the  East  What  renders  this  case  so  remarkable 

Ion  Lying-in  Institution,  who  was  is  the  almost  incredible  fact,  that  there 

■ted  to  have  suffered  the  pains  of  was  no  more  haemorrhage  than  in  an 

irition  for  some  hours.     On  having  ordinary  parturition  ;  anu  the  deficiency 

rrsc  to  the  usual  vaginal  examina-  of  this  formidable  symptom  can  only  be 

a  substance  possessing  the  charac-  attributed  to   the  povierful  contraction 

ic  peculiarities  of  the  placenta  was  which  the  uterus  so  beneficially  exerted 

vered  occupying  the  vagina,  being  on  the  fcBtal  body.     It  may  be  proper  to 

le  same  time  entirely  extra-uterine,  remark,    that  the  placenta   was  fcom- 

lid  hardly  imagine  it  to  be  the  pla-  pletely  expelled  from  the  vagina  before 
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the  operation.     It  was  nearly  of  the  na-  expressing  a  wish    that  medical  Ml 

tural  size. — I  am,  sir,  will  give  this  medicine  a  fair  trill,  ■ 

Your  obedient  servant,  other  means  so  oflen  prviTe  ineflRecud 

Edward  Augustus  Cory,  Mjr  practice  is  to  g^ve,  in  the  fintphH^ 

M.R.as.,  Surgeon  to  the  E.  L.  Lying  In  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha,  acconiiiiff  H 

Instltiition.  *i.^  ^            r  *i_            ^»       ^                    • .     *. 

tbe  agfe  of  toe  patient ;  to  aroid  aetin 

8..  ^.«"^;  e':;'.:  ?«""«.  isa?.  purgatives,  which  are  injario»  to  (tt 

dren  (particularly  largre  doses  of  cuv- 

mel) ;  and  then  to  eive   tbe  dilorioe  • 

frequently  as  possible. 

EFFICACY  OF  CHLORINE  IN  1,  it  appeaw  to  me  highly  impoM 

SCARLATINA.  that  tbe  chlorine   shoold    be  well  yn- 

pared,  I  will  subjoin    the  formula  fv 

^     .    ^..         ^   >     >^  >.     i^  that  which  I  use,   which   was  givn  to 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  me  by  Mr.  Brown,  surj^on,  at  Lcwk 

c,  ham : — 
Sir, 

Owing   to   the   constant  prevalence  of  R  Potass.  Oxymur.  3ij.;  Acid. Moriat, 
scarlet  fever,  I  am  induced  ajfain  to  call  ^^"«  Distillat,  aa.  Jg. 
the  attention  of  the   ])rofession  to  the  The  acid  and  water  to  be  mixed,  wtA 
employment    of   chlorine   in   this    too  the  oxy muriate  dissolved  in  them.    It 
often  fatal  disease.     A  few  years  a^o,  is  to  lie  kept  in  a  stopper  bottle,  ia  t 
when  1  rjBsided  at  Bromley,  m  K'-nt,  I  dark  place.     Two  drachms  of  this  sola- 
published    in    the    Medical   Gazette  tion  are  to  be  put  into  half  a  pint  of 
some  very  remarkable  cases  of  scaria-  distilled  water,  to   make    the  coloriie 
tina,  treated  by  my  partner,  Mr.  Wil-  mixture. — I  remain,  sir, 
liams,  and  myself,  in  which  the  chlorine  Your  obedient  servant, 
appeared  to  be  hiffhly  useful.     Not  hav-  R.  T.  Tavntom. 
in^  the  Gazette  by  me    I  cannot  re-  ^  Q„e«.8qa.re. 
collect  the  exact  time,  but  I  think  it  was  Jau.25,  1837. 
in  September,  1830.     However,  I   will 
venture  to  trouble  you  a^ain  with  the  ' 

Particulars  of  one   very  striking   case, 

t  was  that  of  a  young  woman  in  the  MEDICAL   GAZETTE, 

service  of  Lord  Farnborough.     She  had  a        j        r              <wk    .oo** 

been  to  visit  her  parents  in  the  country.  Saturday,  January  28,  1837. 

Whilst    there,    her  brother  and   sisler  

died   of   malignant    scarlatina.      Soon  "  Licet  omnibu*,  licet  etUm  mihi,  digniui«« 

after  her  return  to  Bromley  Hill  she  fell  ^'^'"  ii/«iic«  tueri,  pote»tiis  modo  Teniendiu 

ill,  and    had   the  disease   in  iu  worst  P''»>»cum.it.  ditentiipericaiumno.rt«u«.-^ 

form.     I  visited  her  first  on  a  Sunday  

evening  :  I  gave  her  an  emetic  of  ipeca-  ^HE  BRITISH  MEDICAL   ASSO- 

cuanhn,  and  then  directed  her  to  take  a  CIATIOV 

glassful  of  the  chlorine  mixture  as  fre-  i    i  - 

qucntly  as  she  could  swallow  it.    Under  The  proceedings  of  the  "  British  Medi- 

this  treatment  the  dangerous  symptoms  cal  Association,"  at  Exeter  Hall,  were  it 

soon  gave  way,  and  on   the  Saturday  j         satisfactory  in  this  reapect-tkr 

following  she  was  down  stairs.  fir-          '^•r^* 

I  could   relate  many  more  cases,  in  ^^re  perfectly  explicit, 

which  equal   success  attended  the  use  We  confess  that  we  had  conceived,  b 

of  this  medicine.      In  short,  out  of  a  the   commencement,    some    favourdJe 

great  number  of  patients  who  were  at  expectations  of  what  might  be  there- 

that  time  attacked  by  the  disease,  two  »'      .            n    _j      j             ...         e 

only  died,  both  in  the  village  of  Wick-  s"^t  of  a  well-ordered  association  of 

ham,  one  an  infant,  the  other  a  spoiled  professional  men,    combined   for  their 

child,    ten   years   old,    whose    parents  mutual  advantage:  and  such,  as  we un- 

would  not  allow  either  medicine  or  nou-  j^rstood  it,  was  the  rallying  principle 

nshmeiit  to  be  given  against  the  child's  , ' ,         .                       ^  i*. 

inclination.  announced   by    the  mana^rs  of  thw 

I  hope  i  shall  be  excused  for  again  scheme.     But  they  hare  now  thrown  off 
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■ 

th^  mask ;  nor  is  it  without  some  feel-  gfeneral    practitioners   of  the  borough 

of  regret  and  disappointment  that  have^been  urged  on  by  Wakley  to  their 

discover  what  proves  to  be  the  real  present  awkward  predicament :  from  a 

character  of  the  society — a  mere  politi-  mere     dinner-party    they    have    been 

cm]  union,  distinguished  by  all  the  vices  prompted  by  that  worthy  to  erect  them- 

9f  ultra- radicalism.  selves  into  an  Association,  and  to  as- 

.   This  being  the  case,  it  cannot  but  be  sume  a  denomination  as  ridiculous  as  it 

l^tifying  to  every  ^steady  member  of  is  gratuitous.  ^  But  who  except  the  ca- 

|he  profession,  to  learn  that  the  meeting  joledjthemselves,  cannot  see'under  whose 

was  what  it  deserved  to  be — a  misera-  ill-omened  patronage  they  endeavour  to 

ble   failure.      Notwithstanding  all  the  flourish  ?     Why  was  Exeter  Hall  left 

previous  announcements,  and  blowing  empty,  when  Wakley  lifted  his  voice  so 

of  trumpets— and  desperate  were  the  loudly  to  fill  it;  when,  week afler  week, 

blasts  as  the  time  approached— calling  the  pages  of  his  mercenary  journal  were 

upon  all  persons  from  the  highways  and  devoted  to  the  task  of  making  any  kind 

by-ways    to  be   present,  and  upon  all  of  muster?    Why,  simply  ft^caiMe  Wak- 

medical   pupils    to    quit   their    studies  ley   thus    announced  that  he  had   be- 

and  take  a  part  in  the  proceedings-—  stowed   upon   the  society  his  ominous 

notwithstanding  all  these  efforts  made  protection :    the    mark    of    beast    waa 

by   interested    parties  for  upwards  of  thenceforth  fixed  upon  it ;  and  its  doom 

three   weeks,  nothing   could   be   more  is  accordingly  scaled, 

wretched    than    the   meeting.      There  Some  eight  or  ten  speakers,  of  whom, 

were  not  above  a  hundred  persons  col-  with   the  exceptions  already  made,  no 

lected  together,  including  about  a  dozen  person  has  ever  heard,]  engrossed  the 

students ;  and  among  that  hundred,  not  business  of  the  meeting;  and  of  these, 

a  soul  was  there  of  either  name  or  note,  some  became  dissentients  and  seceders 

unless  we  except  Drs.  J.  Johnson,  and  as  soon  as  the  business  was  opened,  and 

Anthony  Todd  Thomson,  both  of  whom  the  principles  of  the  propoiedmstiiwiion 

felt  called  upon  to  protest  against  a  part  made  known.    This,  however,  was  by  no 

of  the  laws,  involving  a  fundamental  means*  extraordinary ;  for  it  was  impos- 

principle  of  the  society.  sible  that  any  reasonable  man  could  lis- 

Perhaps  we  should  not  exactly  say  that  ten  to  the  farrago  of  unwarrantable  lan- 
ihere  was  nobody  else  of  note  there,  for  guage  of  which  the  address  was  com. 
«re  perceive  that  there  were  some  of  the  posed,  without  being  disgusted.  Nor 
figurants  of  the  late  Meade -and -Wakley  was  the  gross  inconsistency  of  this  pre- 
meeting  present ;  and  though  the  latter  cious  document,  backed  up,  as  it  pro- 
eminent  performer  did  not  appear  in  fesses  to  be,  by  a  body  of  laws,  less 
person,  he  was  amply  represented  in  the  evident  to  any  person  not  wholly 
spirit :  the  "  address^  was  wholly  Wak-  blinded  by  prejudice :  witness  the  abuse 
leyan.  The  honourable  member  for  heaped  on  the  College  of  Surgeons  for 
Jinsbury  shone  conspicuous  in  every  the  exclusive  system  followed  in  re- 
line  of  it;  and  it  was  evident  that  though  gard  to  their  Council,  while  the  very 
for  obvious  reasons  he  did  not  choose  to  ^ame  principle  is  adopted  by  the  new 
be  of  the  dramatu  persona  during  the  society,  who  are  resolved  that  their 
evening,  the  entertainment  was  got  up  Council  shall  consist  of  general  practi- 
cbiefly  under  his  direction,  and  that  he  tinners  only,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
bad  been  at  the  rehearsal.  physicians  and  surgeons ! 

From  the  first,  indeed,  it  has  been  **  I  hate  the  very  name  of  a  \ihy&v- 

notorious,  how  a  certain  uuniber  of  the  sician,"  was  the  v^pToi^t\%X&  «efiiCL\&fi.^V 
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uttered  in  the  course  of  the  eveningf  by  ateljr  to  adorn  the  rbetorie  of  tlw  eHii> 

a  Mr.  Body  (or  Bodd j),  and  we  give  cil ;  and  the  chairman  freqaentlj  itvali 

the  gentleman   credit  for  speaking  out  to  the  said  gricTances  with  more  lya* 

his  mind  more  candidly    than  several  patfay  than  eoBsideration*  Nowwebm 

who  went  *'  about  it,  and  about  it,"  no  intention  of  dcfendingf,  nor  did  «c 

in  a  more  cautious,  but  not  less  signifi-  ever  defend,  the  College  system  m  ic- 

cant  manner;  though  we  think  it  ra-  gard  to  disabilities  affecting  the  lictB- 

ther  insulting  to  the  chairman  himself—  tiates  as  a  body :  but  a  sense  of  tnA 

a  Doctor !  and  justice  will  not  allow  us  to  pas 

Among  the  speakers,  wc  observe  that  over  at  least  one  of  the  degradaiioM 

the  Chairman  was  by  far  ihc  most  con-  which  Z)r.  Webster  supposes  to  attadi 

siderable,  both   as   regards  quantity  of  to  them.  Amongother  things  be  asserted 

talk   and   boldness  of  assertion.     We  roundly  Bnd  repeatedly,  that  it  rarely 

suppose    it     was    for    these    qualities,  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  licentiate  to  ke  a 

though,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  court  phj'sician.  What  is  the  faetf  Lcl 

they  are  not  considered  as  either  esscn-  us  enumerate.   Sir  Walter  Farquharwai 

tial  or  becoming  in  the  chairman  of  a  a  licentiate  and  very  infloential  ooart 

meeting,  that  Dr,  Webtscr  was  chosen  physician ;     Sir  Gilbert  Blane  was  alio 

to  fill  the  office.     By  the   way,  this  re-  a  physician  in  ordinary;  Sir  Matthew 

minds  us  of  another  remarkable  feature  Tiemey,    Dr.    Soutbey,    Sir    Charles 

in  the  affair:  here  was  a  public  meeting  Clarke,  and  Dr.  Locock,  are  court  pby- 

at  which  the  whole  medical  profession  fticians ;   and  although   some'  of  then 

was  expected— or  at  least  invited,  to  have  since  their  appointment  been  made 

attend,  in   order    to    witness   the    first  Fellows,  yet,  with  the  exception  of  Dr* 

grand   glorification    of    the    '*  British  Sou  they 's  case,  this  had  nothing  whal- 

Medical  Association ;"  the  meeting  was  ever  to  do   with   the   circumstance  of 

held   in  the  .centre  of  the  metropolis,  their  being  physicians   to    the    court 

where  we  need  scarcely  say  there  are  Again,  Sir  William  Knighton,  the  most 

many  eminent  and  influential  general  confidential   of  all   the   attendants  on 

practitioners,  yet  Dr.  Webster  had  to  be  Royalty  in   modem   times,  lived  and 

brought  into   town,  from  Dulwich,  to  died  a  licentiate.     Dr.  Clark,  a  licen- 

preside!    An  active  president  he  cer-  tiate,  is  physician  to  the  Heiress  pre- 

tainly  was:  he  will  excuse   us,  how-  sumptive  of  the  throne;    and  in  the 

ever,  when  we  assure  our  readers  tliat  person  of  Dr  J.  Johnson,  then  in  hit 

we  never  heard  of  him  before,  save  presence,  the  chairman  had  an  opporta- 

through   his  after-dinner  speech  at  the  nity   of  beholding  a  licentiate  who  is 

Tavern  in  the  Borough.     But  to  return  one   of  the  physicians    to    his  preseut 

to  the  Doctor* $  chairmanship.     To  no-  Majesty.     So  much  for  the  doctrine  of 

ticc  even  a  tithe  of  the  intrepid  things  Dr,  Webster,  that  a  licentiate   rarely 

uttered  by  Dr.  Webster  ex  cathedra^  becomes  a  eourt  phjrsician ! 

would  require  time  and  space  which  we  But  what  a  mockery  is  it  that  sympa- 

regret  we  cannot  spare  fur  such  a  pur.  thies  should   thus  be  professed  for  a 

pose;  but  a  specimen  may   be    given  learned  body,  by  an  association  which 

without  occupying  much  room.  refuses  to  let  any  of  the  supposed  in- 

Tho  grievances  of  the  Licentiates  of  jured  persons  sit  on  their  own  councilySod 

the   College    of   Physicians    make     a  which  disclaims  for  itself  every  thing  like 

]inmc     topic     in     the      address :     the  a  literary  and  scientific  character.    The 

*Mong   degraded   and    insulted     licen-  fact  were  iucredible  that  there  should 

tiates "     arc    brought  in     compassion-  be  such  an  association  of  members  of 
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the  profession  attempted  to  bo  establish-  share  the  fate  of  the  Wuklcian  College 
ed  in  times  like  these,  were  it  not  (lis-  of  Medicine,  and  those  other  politico- 
liuctly  avowed  by  the  whole  tenor  of  medical  humbugs  originating  in  the 
the  proceedings,  that  the  object  of  the  same  source,  all  of  which  have  vanish- 
new  societj  is  in  no  ivspect  connected  with  ed  into  oblivion  through  the  gate  of 
4hc  promotion  of  medical  science,  its  disrepute  and  infamy.  The  founder,  of 
purpose  being  purely  political — to  abo-  course,  cares  for  none  of  those  things,  so 
Ksh  all  distinctions  in  the  profession—  as  his  purpose  of  the  hour  is  answered. 

to  keep  all  on  the  same  level,  and  pre-  

vent  the  possibility  of  any  one  exciting  INSPECTOR  OF  ANATOMY, 

the  envy  of  his  disappointed  neighbour  We  understand  that  the  Inspectorship 

by  attaining   pre-eminence.     And  this  "^ ,  Anatomy   for   Scotland,  previously 

:-  ..  U-*  •  11  J  ^u  z>  •.  •  I  nr  1-  i  held  by  Dr.  Craig-ie,  has  been  conferred 
IS   what  IS  called  the  British  Medical  i\  '^  r  c  ^       -n  ij*«*      « 

on  Ur.  James  Somerville,  in  addition  to 

Association,  —  as  if  it   cither  had  any  that  for  England. 

one  medical  object  in   view  calculated  _«_^ 

to  produce   general  sympathy,   or  was 
ever  likely  to  embrace  even   a  consi- 
derable number,  much  less   the  great  ^''^^^  "'"'•  ^'  ^^^' 
body,  of  practitioners  throughout  Great  """ 
Britain.                                                                       ■^'  foraday  on  a  new  General  Law  of 

We  have  ever  been  willing,  and  shall 

always  be  ready,  to  support  any  really  '^^'^  ^"*^  *>^  evening  meetings  for  the 

_.-•'-         .        •"        ....        ,  season  was  opened  by  Dr.  Faraday,  who 

liberal   and    general  institution,    based  delivered  a  very  interesting  lecture.     He 

U]»on     broad    and     manly    principles  ;  chose  for  bis  subject  the  new  general  prin- 

biil  wc  shall  alwav^  renudiatc  everv  snu  *^'P^®  "^  matter  demonstrated  recently  by 

Dni  we  snail  alway  s  repudiate  everjspu-  jviossoti.    It  had  been  long  suspected  by 

rious  off- shoot  of  radicalism  that  tli rusts  some  of  the  most  enlightened  minds,  that 

itself  into  notice  by  attempting  to  pull  ^herc  was  still  some  great  general  law  to 

.i^«».i  .»i..*^».... ; .  .o«»«..^«iJ..  ;«  ♦!.«  «-«  ^^  discovered,  which  should  embrace  and 

down  whatever  is  respectable  in  the  pro-  ^^pj^j^  ^j,  ^^^  j^„^^„  phenomena  of  gra- 

fession,  and  which,  without  drawing  any  vitation,the  attraction  and  repulsion  of  the 

line  of  distinction  between  the  good  and  particles  of  solids  and  fluids,  and  electri. 

.1       11  II  J     r   ^   4  city.    Dr.  Roget,  among  others,  above  ten 

the   bad,    openly  hugs  and   clings  to  vcdrs  since  distincilv  alluded  to  the  proba- 

those  very  vices  which  it  condemns  in  ble  existence  of  sue)!  a  law,  and  shewed 

others.      More  particularly     shall    we  how,  on  a  certain  hypothesis,  the  powers 

'     .  ,  in  existence,  which  seemed  independent  of 

ever  use  our  most  strenuous  endeavours  each  other,  might  be  all  comprehended 

to  discountenance,  and  in  every  way  to  under  one  general  force.    This,  however, 

defeat,  any   project  covertly  supported  which  had  till  lately  been  only  conjectured, 

L     .1-  *      1*       i!-  u      .        .1-     il    J  "as  now  been  proved  by  a  train  of  stnct 

by  that  party  which  got  up  the  Meade-  mathematical  reasoning,  similar  to  that 

and-Wakley  Crown  and  Anchor  meet-  by  which  Newton  demonstrated  his  prin- 

ing  of  last  year,  and  which   bears,  so  ciple  of  gravitation.  Dr.  Faraday,  in  order 

.  1     •        1    .  .     .  to  render  Mossoti's  discovery  intelligible, 

conspicuously  branded  upon  it,  its  ap-  performed  a  beautiful  set  of  experiments, 

propriate  motto-^*'  Evil,    be   thou  my  in  which  the  phenomena  of  gravitation, 

irood."  attraction,  and  repulsion,  and  electricity, 

^   -,  '       ,     ,  ..11^  which  seemed  most  independent  of  each 

But  whether  we  give  it  the  benefit  other,    were   exhibited,  and  in   the  end 

of  our  opposition  or  not,  it  is  satisfactory  pointed  out  bow  they  were  all  reconciled 

to  know,  from  the  issue  of  all  previous  ^  M<)8soU»8  law.    We  cannot  undertake 

,  .        ,  1        ,  ^^^^  ^  8^^®  ™ore  than  a  general  idea  of 

schemes  projected  by  the  same  party,  the  new  principle,  which  even  the  acc«)m- 

that  a  Wakieian  Medical  Association  al-  plished  lecturer  himself  scarcely  hoped  to 

ways  carries  within  it  the  elcmente  of  ZlJ^.h^rillf.niL  understood.      It  su^- 

,     "^  ,  poses  the  existence  of  a  xxnwiiivaX  «\Xv<iT^ 

Its  own  destruction.     It  will  in  the  end  which  pervades  a\\  bo«Vm,  w\^  c*i\ui.\:\va\Jt% 
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anmnd  every  particle  of  matter  a  distinct  fini  phenomenon  of  Inflamniatioii,  bcoi* 

atmoftphcre.  tended,  whether  induced  by  art  or  axinf 

All  the  physiologfical  phenomena  with  spontancoasly,  was   /dbto  M«dUiiCcii«,'i 

which  we  are  acquainted  can  be  accounted  phenomenon  ai  well   ascertained,  sail  v 

for  by  the  properties  of  this  etherial  me-  clearly  demonstrmble,  as  an?  of  the  oika 

dium,  and  so  comprchensire  are  they,  that  four  links  in  the  chain  of  phlogitsit.  G«tf, 

graritation  sinks  into  a  mere  fraction  of  erysipelas— ererv  kidS  of  inflammatios— 

the  ncwly-d'iKcorcrcd  force.     Another  con-  presented   the   faesio  scnsihiliiatis  bdin 

sequence'  of   the    new    law    will    be  to  any  of  therascular  8i{n>s«)CGnrKd.    So  far 

abolish  the  theory  of  two  fluids  being  con-  he  hoped  he  had  assisted  in  estabUsha| 

ccmcd  in  electricnl  appearances.     Frank-  Dr.  Weatherhead's  thenrr;  but  there  «ai 

lin'shypothesisof  a  single  fluid  will  doubt-  other  points  in  which  be  (Dr.  JO^nM 

less  henceforward  be  generally  adopted,  to  not  agree. 

the  exclusion  of  the  other  assumption  so         Dr.  W.  bclicred  that  mk^uraxvm  was  i 

strenuously     supported   by   Poisson,    Be-  fRrn?«7Nir{i(ion  or  infiltration  of  the  srroB, 

querel,  and  the  French  schcnd  generally.  and  other  constituents  of  the  blood,  ion 

the  inflamed  part,  and  that  the  fw  «ti 
formed  by  a  combination   of  iu  clencBti 

ouX  of  the  tvnWf.     Dr.   W.  supported  tUi 
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GICAL  SOCIETY.  ^^*^  obserred  that  the  discharge  from  aa 

ulcered  surface  was  clear  at  first,  and  tosk 

Mr. E ABLE,  Presidknt,  in  the  Chair,  on  the  puriform  appearance  subseqaendj. 

He    also   noticed  cow- pox,   chicken-pai, 

Tuesday.  January  24. 183/.  ^^j  smallpox,  where  the  Tcsicles  atfint 

contained  clear  lymph,  which  was  aftc^ 

wanls  changed  into  pns;  but  he  rtiifd 
The  discussion  of  Dr.  Weatherhead's  much  on  the  analogy  of  the  secretioas.  all 
paper  (si*e  the  analysis  of  it  in  our  last  of  which  he  (Dr.  W.)  maintained  were 
numl)er)  constituted  the  business  of  the  mere  separations  or  fiitrations  from  tbt 
evening.  blood,  the  elementary  constituents  of  each 
Dr.  Johnson  commenced  by  compli-  secretion  combining  afterwards,  and  form, 
mentinft  the  author  on  the  ingenuity  ing  bile,  semen,  &.c.  &c. 
with  which  he  had  woven  a  handsome  To  this  doctrine  Dr.  Johnson  demurmL 
tissue  or  web  trom  yams  that  had  been  He  contended  that  suppuration  was  a  fine- 
spun by  various  hands.  He  quite  agreed  cific  action  of  the  inflamed  vessels,  sad 
with  Dr.  W.  in  giving  the  nervous  system  tbnt  pus  was  formed  by  the  vessels  and  de^ 
the  initiative  in  the  production  of  in-  posited  in  the  part — not  a  fortuitous  cnm- 
flammation  ;  but  ho  thought  that  Dr.  W.  bination  of  elements.  In  support  of  the 
had  ofi'cred  no  proofs  of  such  precedence,  same  argument,  Dr.  W.  indeed  ieanifl 
The  author  ha(i  taken  the  old  definition  of  upon  the  fact,  that  pus  was  si>meliinrs 
inflammation  for  his  text, — rubor,  calor,  found  in  the  blood,  and  that  bile  wait  le- 
dfdor,  tumory—deducing  each  succeeding  erf  ted  by  the  kidney.  Dr.  J.  denied  that 
plicnomcatni  from  its  predeees.sor.  Dr.  J.  pus  had  been  found  in  the  blood,  except 
contciidi^  that  the  very  first  link  in  the  where  there  had  been  phlebitis,  and  conse- 
chain  was  omitted,  and  that  that  link  was  quently  where  there  was  secretion  of  pa- 
just  as  cai>able  of  demonstration  as  any  of  rulent  matter.  He  (Dr.  J.)  also  denied 
the  others.  The  rubor,  with  which  Dr.  that  bile  was  ever  found  in  the  blf>od,  or 
iiVs  definition  commenced,  oflered  no  in  the  urine,  except  this  fluid  was  resorbed 
necessary  pnnif  of  connexion  with  the  from  the  liver,  an  in  jaundice,  hepatic  ob- 
nervous  phenomena,  since  a  dead  tissue  structions,  &c.  The  resorbed  fluid  was 
might  be  reddened,  and  even  healed,  by  carried  into  the  torrent  of  the  circulation, 
the  injection  of  blmid  or  wax.  He  would  and  thrown  off,  not  secreted  by  the 
take  Dr.  W.'s  two  illustrations— blushing  kidneys. 

and  blistering.     Was  it  not  perfectly  evi-  Dr.  We atherhead  replied,  andobservrd 

dent  that  a  mental  impression — nay,  an  that  he  purposely  avoided  any  reference  to 

excitement  of  the  general  vascular  .system,  the  phenomena  of  the  nervous  sy«tem,  u 

preceded   the  capillary   injection    of  the  the  first  step  of  inflammation,  because  we 

cheeks  ?    Hut  the  second  illustration  would  knew  very  little  of  the  nervous  or  initiatory 

be  still  more  in  point.     Let  Dr.  W.,  or  movements  in  inflammation,  or  other  mor- 

any   other  gentleman,  paint  a  patch   on  bid  processes.     He  still  defended  his  posi- 

his  arm  with  the  liquor  Ij^tta^,  and  watch  tion,  that  suppuration  was  a  separation, 

the  phenomena.     Long  before  any  redness  not  a  secretion ;  and  that  what  are  called 

appeared,  there  would  be  a  moibid  setuation  secretions  and  excretions,  as  bile,  urine, 

in  the  part,  after  which  the  usual  signs  of  Su\y  are  mere  filtering  of  their  elements 

vascular  action  would  take  place.    The  from  the  glands,  which  filterings  combine 
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ttod  form  the  peculiar  secretions  in  the  extremely  attentive,  but  inexpert  and  in- 
different resenroirs.  judicious,  and  their  ill-judged  attentions 
Bf  r.  Macilwain  spoke  at  great  length,  are  frequently   prejudicial  to  the  patient. 
mnd  generally  against  the  doctrines  laid  A  ferer-nurse  has  a  vast  deal  in  her  power: 
dk»wii  in  the  paper.     He  particularly  de-  if  an  enema  is  to  be  administered,  the  pa- 
Died  that  there  was  any  proof  of  a  stasis  tient  will  be  much  less  disturbed  and  ao- 
In  the  blood  of  an  inflamed  part;  but,  on  noyed  than  if  it  were  given  by  an  unakU- 
ibe  contrary,  that  there  was  every  reason  ful  person.    The  mere  handling  of  a  pa- 
lo   suppose    the    blood    was    accelerated,  tient — the  moving  of  him  from  one  bed  to 
VAther   than  retarded,  in   the  phlogosed  another— the  simple  act    of  giving  him 
■tJractures.  medicine  or  drink— the  changing  of  his 
Mr.  HowsHiP  advocated  the  doctrine  of  sheets  and  linen — the  dressing  of  nis  blis- 
wUuis  in  the  vessels  during  inflammation,  ters'^and  a  thousand  other  offices,  can  be 
mnd  referred  to  the  experiments  of  Drs.  performed  with  advantage  only  bv  an  ex- 
Pbilip  and   Hastings,  on  the  circulation  perienced  nurse.     Always  bear  m  mind 
111  a  frog's  foot,  when  irritated  and  in.  that  it  is    of  the  utmost  importance  to 
ftamed.  economize  the  patient's  strength  in  fever. 
I>r.  Clendtnnino  made  some  remarks  The  very  act  of  lifting  him  up,  or  moving 
on  the  diminished  velocity  of  the  blood  in  him  from  one  side  to   another,  tends  to 
inflamed  parts.  produce   exhaustion.      In    the    advanced 
Mr.  Earle,  in  noticing  Dr.  Johnson's  stages  of  fever,  the  services  of  a  properly 
observation  respecting  iesu)  4enn6i7ifa(M,  re-  Qualified   nurse  are    inestimable.      Then 
ferrei  to  a  paper  of  his  in  the  Medico-  tnere  is   the  moral  management  of  the 
Chirurgical  Transactions,  vol.  7 ;  and  con-  patient,  and  this  is  an  office  which  no  one 
daded  the  discussion  by  relating  a  case  can  undertake  unless  qualified  by  experi- 
which  occurred  in  his  practice  at  St  Bar-  ence,  and  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  habits 
tholomew's  Hospital.    To  this  we  may  of  persons  labouring  under  such  forms  of 
liave  another  opportunity  of  recurring.  disease.     Erery  one  admits  the  value  of 

___^ moral  superintendence  in  the  treatment  of 

.  '  "  the  insane.     Now  there  are  very  few  pa- 

CLINICAL   LECTURES,  tients  who  are  not  in  a  state  analogous  to 

K.±j,.i^^M.^rK±j  xj^v.m<^av^   ,  insanity,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  penod, 

DBLivBRKD  AT  THB  duriog  thc  coursc  of  typhus  fever.    There 

MEATH  HOSPITAL  AND  COUNTY  "  a  necessity  for  moral  management  in 

f\v  niTni  TV  iTVPfPiviATiv  ^*^^"  **  well  as  in  insanity,  and  this  is  un- 

OF  DUBLIN  INFIRMARY,  derstood  only  by  an  experienced  nurse. 

During  the  Session  1836-7.  Friends    or    relatives  are  seldom    found 

capable  of  discharging  this  office.    If  they 

Br   PaoFESsoE   Graves.  chance   to  discover  from  the  physician's 

remarks,  or  questions,  the  weak  points  of 

J         ,     -  jxr  the  patient's  case,  they  generally  contrive 

LECTURE  IV.  to   let  him   know   them  in  some  way  or 

General  treatment  of  Fever  ^Dietetic  manage-  other.     If  the  patient  is  restless,  for  in- 

ment—The  Starvation  syttem  may  produce  stance,  thc  ill-judged  anxiety  of  his  friends 

Organic  Di»ea*e  —  Proper  Food  for  Fever  ^in     most     certainly  prevent  him    from 

Patieutt  and  Convalescents  —  AlLiyin^   of  sleeping.     They  steal   softly   to  his  bed, 

thirst— Sedatives— Kipergef'acients—tlfficacy  jr^w   the  curtains,  move  the  candle  so  as 

of'GreenTeainacasetfSarcotwn—hlagel'  to  make  the  light  fall  on  his  eyes,  and 

tatim  effectual  in  a  case  vf  Poisoning  w  th  wake   him  perhaps  at  the  moment  he  is 

Opium.  settling  down  to  rest.     If  he  happens  to 

At  nay  last  lecture  I  spoke  of  some  pre-  take  an  opiate,  and  that  they  are  aware  of 

paratory  steps  which  should  be  taken  be-  the  nature  of  his  medicine,  they  inform 

fore  you  enter  on  the  treatment  of  a  case  him  of  it,  and  his  anxiety  for  sleep,  con- 

of  fever.     I   stated  that  one  of  the  most  joined  with  their  inquiries,  prevent  its  due 

essential    requisites  was  a  good  nurse;  operation.    Hence,  when  you  prescribe  an 

that  you  can  readily  find  persons  to  under-  opiate,  you  should  not,  in  many  cases,  say 

take 'this  office  in  every  family,  but  that  any  thing  about  it;  and  it  should  not  be 

itisrare  to  meet  with  any  individual  among  administered  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  the 

the  patient's  relatives  properly  qualified  to  patient  or  his  friends  to  expect  any  decided 

discharge  so  important  a  duty.    There  is  a  benefit  from  it     It  is  only  where  I  have 

rnst  difference  between  readiness  to  under-  to  deal  with  prudent  persons  that  I  break 

take  and  ability  to  perform.    Some  per-  through  my  rule  of  concealing  both  tb* 

sons  are  always  a-doing,  but  never  do,  nature  of  the  medicine  and  the  results 

right;  always  attempting,  but  never  sue-  which  I  expect  from  its  operation.    Qtk^ 

cessfal.    There  are  many  nurses  who  are  of  the  best  way«  ot  gfi^'m^  an  ov^«\«  v&  V^ 
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administer  it  in   the  form  of  nn  enema,  suppose  that  gastric,  cerabrol,  and  cm 

Tlic  patient's  attention  is  tlien  turned  away  pulmonary  symptoms  may  sapeirenefi* 

from  the  consideration  of  loss  of  rest — he  logons  to  tliose  which  result  Iran  MmI 

supposes  that  the  enema  is  to  act  on  his  starvation. 

bowels,  and  in  expecting  a  moticm   he  An  attentive  consideration  of  tb«  fan' 

drops  asleep.     You  will  often,  too,  succeed  going  arguments  has  led  me,  in  the  tMfr 

in  producing  sleep  in  this  way,  where  ^ou  ment  of  long  fevers,  to  adopt  the  odriccrf 

w<»uld  fail  in  bringing  it  on  by  an  opiate  a  conntry  physician  of  great  shumtMH 

administered  by  tlie  mouth.     Another  re.  wIhi  advised  me  never  to  let  my  pttinli 

commendation  attached  to  this  mode  of  die  of  starvation.     If  I  have  more  iMfHi 

exhibiting  opiates,  is,  that  it  can  be  em-  than  others  in  the  treatment  offerer,! 

ployed  in  cases  of  delirium,  where  the  pa*  think  it  is  owing  in  a  great  degree  10  Ik 

tieiit  obstinately  refuses  to  swallow  any  adoption  of  this  advice.     1  must,  hdwrfir. 

kind  of  medicine.     Iict  me  give  you  here  observe,  that  great  di  sen  mi  nation  is  n- 

another  caution.    Do  not  let  the  ]tatient  quired  in  the  choice  of  food.    AltboiA 

know  the  Mtuation  or  extent  of  his  dan.  you  will  not  let  your  patients  staitiv  * 

gtT,  however  you  may  feel  bound  to  act  not  fall  into  the  oppi>site  extreme:  vn 

in   reference  to  these  matters  townnls  )iis  must  take  core  not  to  overioad  the  ilo- 

r»;latives  or  friends.      If  you   appreliend  maeh.     When  this  is  d(»ne,  gaKtni.eiitaic 

mischief  in  the  brain,  do  not  commence  irritation,  tympanitis,   inflammatios,  tai 

by   examining  the  head,  or  putting  your  exasperated  febrile  action,  are  thccoBK- 

questions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  him  (luiuces.   1  haie  witnessed  many  instanm 

to  suspect  the  scat  and  nature  of  the   af-  of  the  danger  of  repletion  in  Jebrile  ^ 

fccllon.     The  same  nmiark   may  be  ap<  cases.     A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  sne 

])iied  to  the  examination  of  the  thorax  and  time  Inick  in  this  lii>8piia],  in  a  boy  vka 

abchimcn.  was  recovering  from  peritonitis.    In  an>- 

At  my  last  lecture  T  endeavoured  to  ther  cose,  in  private  practice,  an incaatioa 

impress  upon  you  the  fact  that  there  can  indnlgencc  in  the  use  of  animal  food  mi 

be  no  doubt  that  persons  have  l)ei'n  occa-  followed  by  a  fatol  rt\sult.     A  young  lady 

sionally  starved  to  death   in   fever;  and  ate  some  bieef  steak,  crmtrary  to* my  orden, 

laid  before  you  some  remarkable  facts  con-  at  an  early  period  of  convalesccDee  fron 

nected  with    the  influence  of  protracted  fever,  relapsed  almost   immrdrately,  ud 

abstinence  on  the  gcucrnl  system,  as  well  died  in  thirty-six  hours.     Food  must  be 

as  on  tbo  brain  and  digestive  tube.     I  eji-  given  with  gn.>at  care  and  judgment,  pv> 

dcavoured  to  show  that  hmg  continued  de>  ticularly  in  the  beginning  of  fever.    Fuf 

nial  or  want  of  food  generates  symptoms  the  first  three  or  four  days,  particul&rlf  ii 

bearing  a  very  close  resemblance  to  those  the  patient  is  yonug  and  robust,  wt'ter. 

which  are  observed  in  the  worst  forms  of  weak  barley-water,  and  whey,  will  be  sof- 

typhus.     Pain  of  the  stomach,  epigastric  fieient.     After  this  I  am  in   the  habit  of 

teudenicss,  thirst,  vomiting,  determination  iK-ginning    with    >-ome    mild    nutriment. 

of   blood  to  the  brain,  suffusion   of  the  What  I  generally  give  is  some  wcll-bi-ilcil 

eyes,  headache,  sleejdessness,  and  finally  gniel,  made  of  groats,   and  fiavoni^  if 

furious  delirium,  are  the  symptoms  of  pro.  there  be  no  tendency  to  diarrhora,  witb 

tractcd  abstinence;  and  to  these  we  may  sugar  and  a  small  quantity  of  lemon- jaicf. 

add,  tendency  to  putrefaction  of  the  animal  The  ordinary  oatmeal  grn'cl  does  not  u- 

tissue^,  chiefly  shown  by  the  sp(»ntaneou8  swcr  sufficiently  well  for  this  purfioap,  for 

occurrence  of  gang^rene"  of  the  lungs.     It  it  is  apt  to  procluec  griping  and  diarrhcei. 

iias  been  shown  by  M.  Guislain,  pliysician  symptoms  which  arc  extremclv  disagRCt- 

to  the  hospital   for  the  insane,  at  Gand,  blc  in  the  commencement  of  fever,  and 

that,  in   many  instances,  gangrene  of  the  which  often  lead  to  others  of  a  more  troo* 

lungs  has  occurred  in  insane  patients  who  bicsome  and  formidable  character.    Ian 

have  obstinately    refused    to    take    food,  also  much  in  the  habit  of  giving  a  litlic 

Out  of  thirteen  patients  who  died  of  ina-  thin  panado,  moniing  and  evenini?.  duriof 

nition,  nine  had  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  the  latter  ])art  of  the  first,  and  the  begi»- 

You   perceive,   then,  that  starvation  may  ningof  the  middle,  stage  of  fever.    A  small 

give  rise  to  symptoms  of  grastric  disease,  to  slice  of  bread  is  slightly  toasted,  and  boil' 

sym])toms  of  cerebral  derangement,  and  to  ing  water  is  poured  on  a  table.spoonfal  of 

mortification  of  the  pulmonary  tissue.  It  is  the  crumbs,  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make 

not,  therefore,  wrong  to  suppose  that  when  a  thin  panado,  of  which  the  patiei^t  takes 

a  system  of  rigorous  abstinence  bus  been  a  tabic- spoonful  two  or  three  times  adav. 

observed  in  fever,  and  when  food  has  been  It  may  be  flavoured  with  a   very  small 

too  long  withheld,   because,  Au'sooth,  the  quantity  of   lemon.juice    and    sugar,    if 

patient  does  not  call  for  it,  und  bei-au.vc  his  there  is   no  tendency   to  diarrbu*a;  bat 

natural  sensibilities  are  blunted  and  im-  where  this  exists,  or  where  you  are  adroi- 

|>aire<l — it  is  not,  1  say,  unreasonable  to  nistering  mercurials,  I  tliink  you  shouLd 
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cnutioiisin  the  use  of  acids.    Althongh  course,  should  be  pTctentii:  en  this  point 

~ical  men  are  of  late  rather  less  cautious  most  persons  aire  generally  agieed^andit 

Mn  Riving  acids  during  the  use  of  mercu.  will  ho  unnecessary  for  me  to  dcftaia  you 

Tiais,  I  think  the  practice  is  not  entirely  with  any  particular  obserrations.    *ilwn 

d0Toid  of  danger,  and  I  think  our  predc-  is  one  error,  bowcTcr,  which  is  yery  fV^ 

cessors  were  right  in  withholding  them  qnently  committed  in  the  use  of  drinks  in 

under  such  circumstances.     You  will  he.  fever: 'patients  are  generally  allowed  to 

gUn^  then,  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  davj  drink  too  much.    It  muy  be  urged  that 

according  to  circumstances,  with  a  little  they  have  a  strong  desire  for  fluids;  but 

gruel ;  and  after  two  or  three  days  you  they  should  not  be  gratified  in  every  thing 

Biaj  add  a  little  panado,  giving,  as  I  have  they  tvish  for.    They  labour  under  a  eon- 

ttlready   observed,    a  spoonful   of   eitlier  stant  state  of  nervous  irritation  and  rest- 

vrery  third  hour.     As  tlie  fever  advances  lessness,  and  will  beg  of  you  to  do  twenty 

^  fOQ  may  add  some  mild  animal  jelly  or  difierent  things  to  relieve* their  immediate 

^  orotb ;  and  one  of  the  best  kinda  of  nutri-  feelings;  but  it  would  be  just  as  impmper 

,  Bent  in  the  middle  and  latter  stages  of  to  give   them   large  quantities  of  drink 

fiercr,  is  chicken-broth.     I  do  not  speak  every  time  they  desire  or  call  for  it,  as  to 

here  of  chicken-water;  I  mean  good  and  indulge  them  in  any  momentary  whim 

well.made  chicken-bn)th.    Give  this,  but  which  may  be  the  offspring  of  their  dis- 

give  it  in  small  quantities,  and  with  great  ordered  and  changeable  fancy.    The  con- 

cmation,  at  first.     Watch  the  effects  of  the  tinucd  swilling  of  even  the  most  innocent 

few   firit    spoonfuls;    it    may    act  inju*  fluids  will  bring  on  heaviness  of  stomach, 

riomly,  and  you  should  give  it  up,  at  least  nausea,  pain,  and  flatulence,  and  predis- 

fsr  some  time,  if  it  produces  any  bad  ef>  poses  to  congestion  and  intestinal  irrita- 

fects.     If  it  brings  on  heaviness,  sickness  tion.    From  the  mere  ingestion  of  a  large 

of  stomach,  flushing  of  the  face,  excite-  quantity  of  the  simplest  fluid,  you  will 

ment  of  pulse,  and  increased  feverishness,  frequently  see  well-marked  symptoms  of 

give  it  up,  and  return  fur  some  time  to  the  gastric  Irritation  arise  during  the  course 

rel  and  panado.    You  can  try  it  again  of  fever.  This  is  not  a  picture  drawn  from 

a  day  or  two;  for  although  your  pa-  imagination;  I  have  witnessed  it  on  many 

Ucnt  does  not  bear  it  to-day,  he  may  to-  occasions  during  the  course  of  my  practice, 

morrow,  or  the  day  after;  and  it  is  a  most  It   is  extremely  painful,    indeed,    to   be 

fortunate   circumstance   when    it   agrees  obligrd  to  refuse  drink  to  a  patient  labonr- 

with  him,  for,  as  I  have  already  observed,  ing  under  intense  thirst;  but  you  should 

it  is  the  best  kind  of  nutriment  yon  can  never  allow  them  to  take  a  large  quantity 

give  in  the  middle  and  latter  stages  of  of  fluid  at  a  time:  yon  should  impress 

fever.    The  best  mode  of  giving  it  is  to  upon  them  the  danger  attendant  on  such 

make  the  patient  take  a  table- sptwnful  of  a  practice,  and  tell  them  that  a  spooofnl 

it  regularly  every  third  hour,  or  oftener  if  or  two,  swallowed  slowly,  allays  thirst 

nccessanr.  more  effectually  than  drinking  a  pint  at  a 

Recollecting  the  tendency  to  diarrhopa  time.    The  sensation  of  tliirst,  as  yon  all 

mod  intestinal  irritation  in  fever,  you  will  know,  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 

be  extremely  cautious  in  allowing  your  fauces  and  upper  part  or  the  pharynx,  and 

ptttient  the  nse  of  fruits.    Indulging  pa-  it  is  as  much  relieved  by  a  small  quantity 

tients  in  the  use  of  grapes  and  oranges  is  swallowed  slowly  and  gradually,  as  by  a 

a  very  popular,  but,  in  my  mind,  very  ha-  large  quantity  gulped  down  at  once, 
sardous  and  improper  custom.    I  have  on        Besides  the  simple  fluids,  there  arc  other 

many  occasions  seen  persons  injured  by  drinks  required  in  fever.     Beer,  ale,  por- 

IVnits  of  this  description.      Stewed  and  ter,  wine,  tea,  and  coffee,  are  also  fre- 

roasted  apples  are  still  more  dangerous ;  quently  used  in  the  treatment  of  fever, 

they  are  apt  to  produce  tormina,  flatu.  and  are  of  the  utmost  value  when  em- 

lence,  diarrWa,  and  intestinal  inflamma-  ployed  on  appropriate  occasions ;  they  are 

tioD.    All  acid  or  raw  fmits  have  a  ten-  adjuvants  of  the  highest  importance  in  the 

dency  to  produce  irritation  of  the  stomach  dietetic  management  of  fever,  and  it  will  re- 

and  bowels,  and  should  be  avoided  alto-  quiresometimetoexplaintherolcsby  which 

gether,  or  very  sparingly  used.  you  should  be  guided  in  their  administra- 

One  general  observation  as  to  the  admi-  tion.    I  shall  tnerefore  speak  of  them  ac- 

niatration  of  food  and  nutriment  in  fever,  cording  to  the  indications  with  which  they 

All  kinds  of  food  and  nutriment  should  be  are  given ;  and,  first,  of  tea  and  coffee, 

given  by  day,  and  tlie  patient  should,  if  You  are  aware  that  we  are  constantly  in 

possible,  be  restricted  to  the  use  of  fluids  the  habit  of  ordering  medicines  to  dimi- 

by  uight.    The  natural  habit  is  to  take  nish  nervous  irritation  or  restlessness,  and 

friod  by  day  and  not  by  night,  and  in  to  procure  sleep ;  but  I  believe  we  are  not 

sickness,  as  well  as  in  health,  we  sh(»uld  much  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  T^TafiA\«^ 

observe  the  natural  habits  of  the  economy,  which  prmlucc  an  opYkiwvVc  «\sAe  <A  ^« 

With   respect  to  drink.s,  the  luUdcst,  of  system.     Wc  ^ivc  aciaA\N«%  wA  "^'axcoVvR* 
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to  tranquillize,  to  produce  a  species  of  ex.  nervous  system,  I  am  not  prepared  to  Wi 

haustion  of  the  mental  faculties,  and  to  but  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  tbeirA 

briuK  on  sleep ;  and  I  do  not  see  any  rea-  cacy  and  value  in  many  cases  of  thb  k- 

son  why  we  should  not  also  administer  scrtption;    and   I   am    frequently  is  Ai 

cxper>^eVucient.s  or  remedies  calculated  to  hab*t  of  using  both  with  this  intentiok 
uiainluin  intellectual   activity,  and  keep         While  on  the  subject  of  expergefacicM^ 

tlie  patient  awake.    Among  those  reme-  I  shall  .beg  leave  to  read  for  yon  t  foj 

dies  which  are  most  frequently  employed  curious  case  from  the  13th  nomberof  ik 

for  the  latter  purpose,  are  tea* and  coffee.  Boston  Medical  and  $ur]gical  Joamtlfis 

You  have  lately  seen  the  use  we  made  of  which  an  expergefacicut  of  a  lessagreesUi 

an  infusion  of  green  tea,  in  a  case  of  nar-  character  was  employed  to  rouK  a  paiinl 

cotism  which  occurred  in  the  fever  ward,  from  the  lethargic  Ktupor  brought  on  hit 

A  man  who  was  in  the  latter  stage  of  fc  large  dose  of  laudaAum.      There  are  mmm 

vcr,  and   labouring  under  great  nervous  transatlantic  peculiarities  of  expresuoa is 

excitement  and   total   loss  of  sleep,  was  the  detail  of  this   case,    but   I  bave  ■■ 

ordered  an   opiate  enema,  after  we  had  doubt  of  its  being  correct.     It  is  entiM 

tried  various  other  means  without  success.  "  a  case  of  successful  treatment  by  flsgd- 

During  the  course  of  the  evening  he  got  lation,  where  a  large  dose  of  landaua 

twelve  drops  ofblaek  drop,  with  two  ounces  had  been  taken."     And   the  author.  Dr. 

of  mucilage  of  starch,  in  the  form  of  enema,  Joseph  Barrett,  of  Middle  town,  Conncdi* 

and   soon   after  fell   into  a  sound   sleep,  cut,  proceeds  as  frdlows  :— 
When  wc  came  next  morning  and  inquired         '*  Tincture  of  opium  is  not  unfrequeatlj 

after  him,  every   thing   was  reported   to  resorted  to  for  destructive  purposes,    it  a 

have  gone  on  well ;  the  opiate  cuema  had  also,  unfortunately,  and    too   frenaentl;, 

answered  the  purpose  completely,  and  the  taken  by  mistake,  and  proves  fatal  befius 

man    was    still    sleeping    soundly.      We  efficient  means  can  be  adopted  to  coanltr* 

found,  however,  on  a  more  accurate  exa-  act  its  deleterious  eflrLH;ts  on  the  systco. 

mination,  that  he  was  in  a  kind  of  lethar-  I  am  induced,  therefore,  to  offer  a  short 

gic  state,  and  conld  scarcely  be  roused,  statement  of  a  case  of  poisoning  with  Ian. 

When  addressed  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice,  dauum   that   fell   under  my  cane  setcnl 

he  raised  himself  hea\iiy  and  slowly,  half  years    since,    for  the   following  reasoai: 

opened  his  eyes,  gave  a  brief  answer  to  first,  the  success  that  attended  the  mode 

our  qiicsti(ms',  and  then,  leaning  back  on  pursued,  and  secondly,  from   not  hafioff 

his  pillow,  dnipped  asleep.     Observe  here  met  with  auy  such  means  recorded,  to  dj 

the  danger  connected  witli  this  state.    He  knowledge*,  either  in  works  on  medicinf, 

was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  fever,  had  or  in  treatises  on  ])oisons." 
been  restless  and  sleepless,  and  had  sud>         Observe,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  I  thai  im 

denly  passed  to  an  opposite  state.    The  speaking  here,  but  Dr.  Barrett,  of  MiJdk* 

rapidity  with  which  coma  had  supervened  town,  Conneciicut. 

on  sleeplessness,  and  the  d.mgcr  of  fatal         '*  In  the  year  18*22,  Febmary  23d,  I  ins 

congestion  of  the  brain  coming  on,  gave  called  on  to  see  Mr.  Wright  Harris,  (tbii 

me  considerable  alarm.     There  was  no  use,  was  in  the  state  of  New  York)  who  had 

however,  in  thinking  of  what  had  been  intentionally  taken  a  large  dose  of  lauda- 

done;  the  man's  state  called  for  prompt  num  for  the  pur]>ose  of  destroying  hin- 

and  decided  measures,  and  wc  proceeded  self.     He  had  committed  this  act  during 

at  once  to  attack  the  symptoms  of  our  own  his  absence   from   home,  under    circoo- 

creation.      One  of   the  gentlemen   went  stances  which  it  is  not  important  to  iv- 

down  and  got  s<mie  green  tea,  of  which  he  late.      Much  time,  about  three  hours,  wii 

made  a  strong  infusiou,  and  administered  then-fore  lost,  before  any  effectual  measures 

a  strong  dose  of  it  to  the  patient.     This  could  he  adopted  for  his  relief.     His  case, 

had  the  desired  effect;  the  symptoms  of  as  I  found  him,  appeared  to  be  altogether 

coma  gradually  disappeared,  and  when  I  hopeless.      Before  my  arrival,  emetics  and 

came  to  see  him  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  various    drinks  had   been   tried,    besides 

quite  out  of  danger.     Green  tea  was  first  frictions,  and  constant,  though  ineffectual 

xntrotluced  here  as  an  expergefacient  in  attempts,  had  been  made  to  irritate  the 

the   treatment   of  coma  by  Dr.  Edward  oesophagus  by  feathers.     All  these  means 

Pcrcival,  son  to  Dr.  Percival,  of  Manches-  had  failed,  and  the  patient  was  in  such  a 

ter;  and  some  years  back  he  read  a  ])aper  proAmud  sopor,  that  apparently  nothiag 

at  a  meeting  of*  the  College  of  Physicians,  but  warmth  remained  to  indicate  that  life 

in  which  he  brought  forward  several  cases  had  not  already  become  extinct      The 

of  coma  and  stupor,  in  which  green  tea  quantity  of  laudanum  taken  was  ascer- 

had  produced  the  most  favourable  effects,  tained  to  be  one  ounce  aud  a  half.     The 

On  the  continent  thi-y  generally  use  strong  case  appearing  so  desperate,  justified  me 

coffee  for   the  same    purpose.      Whether  — zzzr. ~r, — IT Z r 

these  bcvcraircs  nrmluL^?  this  effect  hv  their  ..      T****  practJ".  thoayh  not  ffrnrrally  wiopiMi. 

luesc  oevcrugcs  prmiUL-e  uiiscnici  oyiiuir  ^^^  |,p„,  recommended  by  M?cral   autbon  U 

influence  on   the  circulation,  or  on  the  Europe. 
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In  the  conwe  of  treatment  which  1  was  UNIVERSITY    COLLEGE,    AND 

?o"XT    "^  "'-"-stance.,  thee  obliged  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  HOSPrfAL. 

••Internalremedieshavingentirelyfailcd,  Dp   A  T  Tnm»*«nv 

tbcre  was  no  chance  left  but  for  high  exter-  a.  i .  i  homson. 

nal  excitements.    I  therefore  determined  

to  Dse  TiiForous  measnres.    I  commenced  rii.,,««   ;«  ^»..«..:^^     ^r    t\               • 

__,,»u    ii^     11  *•                       1       "»•"*'"»'»'**  [Ueino   in  possession     of    OBSEnvER'a 

«™.  ,?f  „„.i?„Ji.  I^^y^r*  ^v'"'''T  enabled  to  lay  both  reply  and  rejoinderbe- 

liZi  1.  t^~:^»tnfir^         -I  fnTi.''  f""  the  reader.     For  ourselves,  we  know 

ment  was  anremittinirly  pursued  till  the     „«»k:«,«  ^e  «u«  ^•_ •  u  *      •*!, 

«••«  .»^ir».«^  »> ii:/„/ru-     ^' '.     J  nothing  of  the  circumstances:  but  with 

S,  Vr-Si?„1  "'"nPl^'-'ef-'f  »>«"■(?  P«""f^  regard  to  the  respective  writer,  we  may 

S^t.T~&^'  Z«tl^    r^^V^^"  «««e  'hat  "hile  both  are  popil,  of  the 

^,^.!^lf^.\^LTJ^   ,""^'^""  h°»P't»I.  Obsebter  is  the  sinior,   and 

2h?oh^l,rw..  «^ii^  f 'u  1'Tk' '7r  ■nay  be  considered  as  having  had  more 

WDicn  he  was  again  only  roused  by  the  «v,w,-:-„„«  tii«r.  -m*  ¥««,:-     ^^  r^.-i 

•everity  of  the  whipping. '  It  require-ll  the  ^'^l*^"^"^*^  l*'^"  ^^'  Lewis—En.  Gaz.] 

aid  of  a  number  of  men  to  take  turns  in  ^   .           .    _ 

the  flai^ellation,  as  well  as  to  support  and  "^f*  '**  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

walk  him  about ;  for  a  cessation  of  the  c.^ 

use  of  the  rods  was  followed  by  instantane-  ' 

-  ous  stapor.   After  about  six  or  eight  hours  A    friend   pointed  out  to  me  a    letter 

under  this  course,  the  stupor  was  lessened,  in  your  last  number,  concerning  Dr.  A.  T. 

and  the  severity  of  the  flagellation  miti-  Thomson,  which,  as  containing  so  many 

fated;  but  as  the  case  rec^uired  constant  absurdities  and  falsehoods,  I  hardly  think 

igh  excitement,  it  was  still  repeated  at  it  worth  while  to  reply  to;  nor,  m  fact, 

interrals,  till  eventually  the  exercise  of  should  I  do  so,  were  it  not  for  the  sake  of 

walking  was  suflicient  to  keep  him  awake,  those  who  may  be  strangers  to  Dr.  Tbom- 

This  was  in  about  twelve  hours  from  the  son    and   the    North    London    Hospital, 

commencing  with   the  flagellation.     He  Holding  the  office  that  I  do,  in  the  hospi. 

afterwards  experienced  but  little  inconve-  tal,  under  Dr.  T.,  I  am  likely  to  have  pro- 

nience  from  his  hands  and  feet,  and  was  per  information  on  the  subject.    I  doubt 

perfectly  restored   in   a  few  days  to   his  if  your  correspondent  "  Observer"  has.    I 

usual  health.    I  would  here  state  that  the  will  take  the  charges  seriatimf  and  reply  to 

first  proposal  made  by  me  to  adopt  flagel-  them  in  as  few  words  as  possible.     The 

lation  as  the  only  hope,  was  objected  to  first  question  —  Is  not  bis  absence  (Dr. 

by  the  persons  present,  from  its  carrying  Thomson's)  from  the  hospital  during  the 

with  it  the  semblance  of  unkindness  to-  days  he  should  visit  his  patients,  not  an 

wards  what   was  regarded   by   them    as  occasional,  but  a  constant  occurrence  ?  is 

a  corpse;  and  it  was  not  till  the  appli-  totally  falK. — During  the  last  three  months 

ance  of  the  rods  by  myself,  in  the  first  that  I  have  been  Dr.  Thomson's  clinical 

instance,  that  I  obtained  the  aid  of  those  clerk,  he  certainly  has  not  absented  him- 

present;  but  as  soon  as  the  patient  began  self  more   than   twice.     I  know   of  only 

to   move,  and   at  last  spoke,  they  took  once,  and  that  was  caused  by  illness, 

hold  with  alacrity,  and  by  dividing  them-  Query  Sd^^^Is  not  the  hour  specified  in 

selves  into  relief  parties,'  they  very  cheer-  the  prospectuses  as  the  periods  he  goes 

fblly,  and  rather  amusingly,  kept  up  the  round  the  wards  invariably  passed  before 

castigatitm  so  long  as  the  state  of  the  he  makes  his  appearance  at  the  hospital 

patient  required  it  at  their  hands.     He  by  door  }—Dr.  Thomson  is  quite  as  regular 

no  means  seemed  to  relish  this  harsh  pro-  in  his  attendance  as  any  of  the  other  phy- 

c^ding,  and  in  return  gave  his  attendants  sicians  or  surgeons  of  this  or  any  other 

several  severe  blows.      If  while  lifting  his  hospital. 

arm  to  give  a  blow,  the  flagellation  was  Query  3d  — Do  not  weeks  constantly 

then  entirely  suspended,  the  arm  would  elapse  without  his  delivering  a  clinical 

instantly  sink  powerless;  to  such  a  degree  lecture,  or  even  making  a  clinical  remark 

had  the  effects  of  the  narcotic  drug  pre-  in  his  passage  round  the  wards  ?  —  Except 

Tailed  over  the  nervous  system,  that  no-  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  when 

thing  but  the  torture  of  the  rods  coold  the  Doctor  has  been  very  much  engaged  on 

rouse  him.     On  his  recovery,  it  was  said  account  of  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

that  the  man's  wife  was  highly  satisfied  Dr.    Thomson    gives    clinical    lectures 

with    this   remedial   course,  which    was  whenever  there  are  cases  interesting  enough 

belie¥«d  to  have  a  good  effect  upon  his  for  subjects  of  clinical  instruction, 

aobseqoent  conduct"  Hoping  you  will  be  iiu^OkiV^  ^hqtx^  V^ 
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insert  the  nhovc,  in  answer  to  ''  Obpcr?cr,"    ability  is  able  to  throw  the  charm  of  iw 
T  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.  rc^t  over  even  the  most  simple  cue  rf' 

\\f'.  A,  JjEWJS,  CiinUal  Cierh,    disease?      And  does    he   not,   Doiwe.| 

P.S.--It  would  only  be  a  waste  of  time    the  hospital  physician  ?  for  in  his  fits 
to  reply  to  the  coucludmg  sentences  of   career  the  student  will  not  find  the  btlkrf 


,  .   ^    .  ,     ^       -     ,  -> —   points  of  pnu 

hints  from  anonymous  correspondents.  sionol  attraction.     You  will  iusUo^ro- 

ceive,  by  Mr.  Lewis's  own  aasertioiii  tka 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^j'^  ^<^*«f  ^  »«*   lectured  for  two  a 

three  weeks,  thus  proTiuj^  most  indsbte- 
Sir*  biy,  as  I  stated,  that  weeks  elapse  wilbnt 
CoNsiDERiNo  the  prodigious  excitement  his  delivering  a  clinical  lecture,  and  tha 
under  which  Mr.  Lewis  apparently  la-  bearing  mc  out  in  the  last  aaseitioa.  Ai 
l>ourcd  at  the  lime  he  penned  a  reply  to  regards  the  reason  3Ir.  L.  has  assignsi  far 
my  former  communication,  it  will  doubt-  ^l"*  omission,  I  can  only  state  thatlbm 
less  appear  bold  on  my  part  entering  the  no  knowledge  of  the  exteut  of  Dr-Tboa- 
arena  of  discussion,  having  for  my  anta*  ^on'^  private  practice,  more  particalu^ 
gonist  one  in  such  a  fearful  state  of  anger  during  thoseperiods  when  the  inflBenaii 
as  is  evidently  tiie  clinical  clerk  to  Dr.  prevalent;  but  I  may  remark  that  Dl 
Thomson,  at  the  North  London  Hospital.  EUiotson,  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Uftoa, 
With  regard  to  the  first  statement  con-  have  all  found  time  to  conUnne  nniater. 
tained  iu  my  last  letter,  and  which  Mr.  ruptedly  their  clinical  instructions.  Is 
Lewis  has  so  unhesitatingly  branded  with  reference  to  this  subject  also,  I  maj  ra- 
the epithet  "  totally  false*,"  T  can  only  mark,  that  to  my  certain  knowledgr,  ui 
regret  that  1  am  unaT>le  to  bring  forward  account  of  the  smallness  «f  the  hospital, 
tiates  in  support  of  the  accusation  ;  I  must  many  persons  are  every  week  refused sd- 
thereforc  trust  t(»  assertion,  a  mode  at  oil  miitance  ;  but  that  among  those  *k» 
times  extri-nicly  objectionable,  yet  in  the  make  application,  those  only  arc  selci-te^ 
nrcsentinsianccunavoidablc— though  one,  whose  cases,  cither  from  severity  or  ran- 
iiowcvcr,  in  the  case  before  us,  in  which  1  ness  of  occurrence,  present  points  of  iale- 
have  the  h(mour(?)of  Mr.  Lewis's  com-  rest*     With    these    the    wards   are   sl- 

{>any.     I  have  frc(|uently  waited  at  the  ^'ay*  ^uU,  as  you,  Mr.  Editor,  maycAii- 

lospital  for  Dr.  TlnmisoiiVs  arrival  until  >'i»ce  yourself,  by  paying  any  day  a  visl 

half  past  twelve  (his  time  for  attendance,  to  the  establishment.     How,  then,  ddos  it 

as    posted    on    the     notice-board,    being  happen  that   the  cases  under  Dr.  Tbom- 

twelve),  and  after  this  have  left,  prcsum-  8oii»s  care  are  so  devoid  of  intert>st,  or  i>f 

ing,  as  I  think,  (m  just  grounds,  that  the  practical  importance?  Perhaps  Mr.  LewU 

patients,    such    a    lime    having   elapsed,  ^'^^  enlighten  us  on  this  point.    ShuoU 

would  scarcely  on  that  day  receive  the  be-  ^^  think  this  communicatiou  requires  sa 

nelh  of  his  presence.  answer,  1  shall   have  much  pleasare  in 

Mr.    Lewis's  mode  of  exculpating  Dr.  ORain   replying  to  him,  but  trust  he  will 

Thomson  from  the  second  charge  is  as  then  bring  forward  facts;  as  it  is,  bis  prv 

novel  as  it  is  unsatisfuctor}'.     I  have  yet  **-'"^  letter  has  more  than  once  brought  to 

to  learn  that  the  circumstance  of  s«)mc  iu-  my  recollectiou  the  old  fable — 

dividuals  being  guilty  of  sins  of  omission,  ..  Parturlunt  monten,  naicelur  ridlcnlua  mw." 

IS  a  i»lea  which  mav  be  adduc(.>d  as  a  means  ^         nr    r«  i« 

of  justification  Jor  others.     I  sliall  dismiss.  ^  *™»  ^^^*  Eclitor,  as  bef.>rc, 

therefore,  this  second  part,  by  merely  stat-  Y®"*"  obedient  servant, 

ing  that  his  reply  is  but  a  tacit  aclsnow-  „  ,       ,     ^  ,,                        OnsEavEB. 

ledgment  of  the  justice  of  my  complaint.  jan?i5j  \8^T' 

He  (Mr.  L.)  then  goes  on  to  state,  "  that 

Dr.  T.    gives  clinical  lectures  whenever  P.S. — As  Mr.  Lewis  has  faToure«l  vonr 

there  are  eases  interesting  enough  for  sub-  readers  with  a  postscript,  1  can  onlv  follow 

jeets  of  clinical  instruction.*'     Now  this,  a  good  example.      I  shall,  pel 


perhaps,  ere 
ons  from  niv 
>mson*s  ward, 
kindest  cut  of  all.    Can  Mr.  Ix'wis  have    as  well  as  some  specimens  of  inconsistent' v 


although  doubtlessly  meant  as  a  jnstifica-    long  send  yim  a  few  qnotations  from  niv 
tion  of  Dr.  T.,  is,*  nevertheless,  the  un-    note-hook,  taken  in  Dr.  Thomson*s  wanf. 


person 
possessed  of  only  moderate   professional 
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THE  LATE  DR.  MACNISH. 

This  well-known  author  died  at  GInsgrow, 
on  the  2(3 th  of  last  month,  in  the  3dth 
year  of  his  age.  The  first  of  his  writings 
which  brought  him  into  notice,  were  the 
able  pajiers  which  he  contributed  to  Black- 
wood, with  the  signature  of  "  A  Modem 
Pythagorean."  But  the  works  which 
have  rendered  his  name  widely  celebrated, 
hare  been  the  Anatomy  of  Drunkenness 
and  the  Philosophy  of  Sleep.  These  have 
gone  through  several  editions,  both  here 
and  in  America,  and  have  been  translated 
into  most  of  the  continental  languages. 

Ilis  premature  death  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  as  every  successive  production  of 
his  ]>en  evinced  a  gradual  increase  of  men- 
tal ))ower,  which  w^ould  have  enabled  him 
to  achieve,  had  he  lived,  much  more  than  he 
has  done.  He  is  said  to  have  been  carried 
off,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  by  tlie  typhus 
fever,  which  is  at  present  so  rife  in 
Glasgow. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  OF  GENTLE  MB  If  WHO  HATBUCIinii 
CBRTIFICATBB. 

January  19,  1837. 

WiUlftm  Vom,  Northampton. 
Ambroic  Humphrys  AKblcy,  ClirUia,  BitaflL 
Henry  JohiMon,  SL  Helen'*,  LAncs«blrc. 
Ricliard  F«U  Gregg,    KIrkby    Londali,  Wi* 

morljnd. 
Wlllinm  Birt will-tie,  Sklpton-tn  Crareii. 
William  Goodwin  Stooe,  Wealwortii,  Terftikin 
George  \Vlll««>n. 

Tbomas  Edwaida.  I.lanaaintffrftld.lfonlfoaKjA 
John  Moolenlxirch  Mlnter,  Holland. 
William  Barney  Parker,  Birmingham. 

Januitrti  26,  1837. 
Henry  Chnrcbill,  Deddingtnn.  OtfordaUri. 
Edwin  Haward,  Habaworth,  ^Suffolk. 
Rowland  William  Moxoii,  8hr<w*bnry. 
John  Kcndrlck,  Warrington,  Lancacbire. 
William  Array  lage  A  Inky.  l>«-lph.  Saddltwart. 
William  Gaacoync  Stutter,  Bury  St.  Kdanad'^ 


MEDICAL  READING. 

During  the  year  1H:J6  there  were  pub- 
lished in  Fruuce  alone  upwards  of  30U 
Tolunies  on  the  various  branches  of  medi- 
cal science.  Thef;e  300  volumes,  added  to 
the  numerous  brochures,  memoirs,  and 
other  f mullor  tracts  \\  hicti  have  appeared, 
raise  the  quantity  to  upwards  of  1 15,000 
pa,<(*s,  which,  together  with  the  journals 
and  theses  brought  out  at  the  same  time, 
render  the  total  above  180,000  pa^es. 
Now  should  there  be  found  a  reader  intre- 
pid enoujch  to  undertake  the  perusal  of 
all  this,  his  monthly  task  must  be  to 
wade  through  nearly  10,000  pages,  and 
his  diiily  performance  must  be  on  an  ave- 
rage 500.  So  much  for  French  medical 
literature  merely ;  add  English,  American, 
German,  &c. ! 
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Jan.  I8S7. 


COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
The  Hunterian  Oration  will  be  delivered 
by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  Bart.,  on  Tues- 
day,  the   lith  of  February  next,  at  five    T^"."day.if) 
o'clock. 

By  order, 
Edmind  Belfoir,  Sec. 


Kept  at  Rdmonton,  Latitude  51®  37*  Sf  H. 
iMigiiude  O**  3'  51"  W.  of  Cnenwick. 
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Saturday 
Sunday  . 
Monday . 
Tuenday 


20 
31 
22 
28 
24 


NEW  MEDICAL  WORKS. 

J.  Paterson  Clark's  Treatise  on  the 
Teeth  and  J)enti.sm.     Square  12mo.  10s. 

Swan's  Illustrations  of  the  Comparative 
Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System.  Part  IL 
4to.  7s. 

Phillips's  Translation  of  the  New  Phar- 
macopeia Londinensis.    8ro.  10s.6d. 

The  Nervous  System  of  the  Human 
Body.  By  Sir  C."  Bell.  Third  edition, 
8vo.  21s. 


WedneHday35 


TDKRMllMSrKN. 

Trom  80  to  89 

80  87 

88  43 

»7  51 

4ft  Al 

44  81 

41  44 


,  BARaHBTBa. 
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!    29*41  29-a) 
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Wluda  S.  and  M.E. 

Cloudy,  with  frequent  ahowei*  of  rain. 

Rttin  fallen,  •():»  of  an  Inch. 

Charles  IIekry  Adams. 


Notices.— The  sketch  of  Mr.  LiSToa 
is  too  broad  and  personal  for  our  pages. 

A  Pupil  of  the  Borough  Hospitals,  too 
late  for  this  number. 


\V  I LS II N  «i  2t  o  .V ,  Prill  ter »,  87.  Sklmier- St.  Lout!««i 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

WEBiLY  JOUiRiNAL 

iHrtirint  an*  t&t  Collateral  Jferimrrfl. 


SATUKDAY,  FEBRUAnit  4,  1837. 


LECTURES  fact  in  particular  

cKKi,  more  FEprciallVi  il  may  bviiiijtor- 

oH  laiil  in  rnvoar  ot  mni'liera  accused  nf  de. 

siroving  tlicir  ofrsprine,  to  knoic   tint  a 

FORENSIC    BIEDICINE;         certain   number   of  tliildren  are  usually 

dead  before  ilcliicry,  subject  to  rariation 

Oeftiwrect  al  tht  Alderigclt  Schuot  if  Mrdicint,     accnrding  tu  Ilie  opertktiun  uf  prcdisjHMlng 

Br  WiLi.iAH  CiMMiN,  M.D.  M-   Queletct,   of  Rru.is^ls,    hoK  mode 

some  intercilin^  in(|mrici  on  tlii*  subject, 

and  has  foimd  that  there  k  a  malerial  dif- 

^.,„  fercnce  in  tlic  mortality  accordinir  as  lh« 

Lectire  MX.  binlu  lake  place  in  ciliea  or  in  Ihe  coun- 

I,IYB  »SD  Sritl.  BlaTRs.  UmlUici  of  the  "7.  ""ti  neconlinp;  to  the  «xe»  of  the  in. 
aill  barn  —  (JnofiiiM  nf  llrt  biHli :  I.  la  "n'"'  Tlie  number  of  Mill  births  occnr- 
CicH  nut  —  l^-al  ifuiWiium  — /irr  id'  *^^^  <"  towns  is  double  tbat  in  llie 
Tnwnru  hvthr  Cimrtnv—HtHr  malilitd  b„  cnnntry;  in  the  latter  it  ii  bnt  one  in 
Iht  Ctfiamn  wnfHN— .S'nrfna  .if '  lAu'  u(^.  "S**"'.*  3'  births,  wliilc  in  the  former  it  ii 
tim  m  Ihr  CiMliHriil,  an  nmparrd  ailli  lelial  ""<=  '"  "'>""*  l";  and  more  boys  j-erish 
Im  hafptHKt  hm—KMi»  tf  i,  cthbmtrd  than  girls,  in  t)ie  proporliou  of  three  tn 
Ewtlitlt  nir.  2.  ;«  (VmiiBsVroiin— ProN-  "*"■  "'■  ""<■.  "'  nambunt,  cnnlinns 
dJf.  AnoRTiON  OB  MisrAaRlloB—  '""^  retnma :  on  an  avera(te  of  cipht 
Promt  Matt  rflhi  laa  on  IhUtuhjM  in  attd  ?«">  ^'^  ""ound  the  numlicr  of  Htill-b<irn  to 
^nmeKliani—OhhrlirfiBBHiruiHtaiaKf    "J  to  the  number  of  births  as  one  to  IG; 

ri. — f   II  —         ii..i._.  1  ._.  V  ,...  :.■    but  the  mortality  of  males  was  not  quite 

so  much— 6ve  to  four  expressed  Ihe  ratio. 

AccordinR  to  Dr.  Dtninau,  the  propor- 
tion of  blill  bnni  in  tliis  country  is,  or  was, 
not  more  than  ouc  in  !(>,  or  perhaps  be- 
tween that  and  one  in  30.  The  returns  of 
some  of  our  lying-in  institutions  liarc  of 
late  given  a  much  lower  rate,  tueii  as  one 

i  ,.      .      „  in  aj,  or  cen  MS.     In   Ireland  the  morla- 

«e  mediro-lesaliy  eouMdored,  and  that,  lily  is  Rroatcr.  We  Und  in  Ur.  C'ollins's 
t&Dngh  l,ist,  far  irom  h.-ing  least  in  im-  wnrk,  which  contains  so  many  finable 
porlancc.  H  httlier  children  are  born  slati»ti«il  faels  relating  to  miilwifeiy 
•I|»e  or  dead,  often  benimw  a  ijuestion  praetiic,  that  of  I6.&>1  children  bom  in 
Aanght  with  the  weiqbliest  mteresl.  both  the  Dublin  Lving.in  Hospital,  1 121  nere 
Itefore  our  dni  and  criminal  trlliunals)  still-born,  and  HM  were  males;  that  is, 
«iid  compeient  mtdical  cvideiiw  can  alone  the  stillbirths  were  to  the  entir*  number 
^Te  it  a  aatislbctory  solution.  of  births  in  tlie  pni|iorlion  of  above  one  in 

H,  and  the  males  to   the  females  nearly 

LITE  IKD  STll.L  BIRTHS  j^     ,|,g    ^,j„    ^f  ^^^    ^^    g^^         g^^^^^    ^^j^^^ 

SMiiitict.— In  the  onlinary  coarse  of  na-  facts  worth  nolicingin  this  plare  are  men- 
tore  a  certain  prripoTliun  of  children  are  lioned  bv  Dr.  Collins.  Of  the  11-JI  still, 
allll  bom.  What  that  proportion  is,  il  bom  children,  32T  were  pnlriii  (one  in  SI), 
:^a}  b«  worth  while  to  iaqnire,  preriously  and  299  were  expelled  premaluteli  (.otic\ti 


Ou  Ortoa  «■    Fa!lH>-fjami«atioH  if  tU 
Si.ipM*erf./>««(*-.W-fW.  u«.«i/«  emplovfd 
fvr  promriuf  Ahurlum  ^  TMr  jirmiiim 

Thbbe  remains  one 
in   which    the  birllo 

other  point  of  r 
1  of  children  arc 

lew 
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proportion  born  putrid  —  nameTV,  about  crction  of  the  court ;  bnt  the  mere  bd^j 

half  the  nuntbcr  of  still-born;  for  where  birth,  with  any  appearance,  hoireicrd|^' 

appearances  of  uterine  putriditv  are  pre-  of  not  being  ffi//,  is  all  that  is  reqaiiiliti 

sent,  the  question  of  live  or  still-birth  can  constitute  the  infiuit  a  tnuumitter  of  ]» 

scarcely  be  entertained,  and  our  duty  as  pcrty. 

medical  jurists  is  accordingly  much  expe-         Imw  of  Tenancy  by  Caurtetif. — ^Tlicfc  ill 

ditcd  and  abridged.  curious  provision    in    the  vnapma^ 

The  general  conclusion  from  tliese  data  of  our  common  law,  for  secaring  eolHi 

may  be  thus  briefly  expressed.     Of  the  privileges   to    a    haaband    who  uniM 

number  of  children  born,  from  five  to  ieven  the  marriage,    and    has   had  isnc  in- 

percent,  is  the  proportion  of  still  births;  born.      It  may  be  best  explained  by  ■ 

and  of  these  about  half  are  putrid,  and  example.     A     man     marnes   a  woMi 

nearly  a  fourth  premature.  possessed  of  real  or  landed  propertjj  tkn 

have  a  child, still-born,  and  thewifeilta- 

I.  In  Cuii  Cases,  wards  dies.    The  property  will  go  t»  tti 

Tt  will  be  convenient  to  divide  the  sab-  remotest  relation  of  tne  wife— nay,  ia 't 

ject  of  live  and  still  births,  as  it  may  bap-  fault  of  relations,  it  will  become  afa^ 

pen  to  be  inquired  into,  in  civil  cases  or  in  feiture  to  the  king  rather  than  the  km> 

criminal.  band  shall  have  it.     But  let  us  wanm 

Legal   (iUiincliom.  —  The    f.ict   of   live  the  child  bom  alive,  and  to  have  lited  era 

birtli  must  be  ascertained  in    all    cases  only  an  instant,  the  whole  affair  is  allCRit 

where   property   is    transmitted   through  the*  husband  then  has  a  claim  soperiar  li 

a  new-born  child.     I   have  already  men-  that  of  any  relative ;  he  has  a  riclitlsc^ 

tioncd  that  an  infant  in   ventre   sa    mtre  joy  the  projHyrty  during  his  life;  he  ^ 

may    l)ccnmc    possessed    of   property  as  comes,  in  short,  "  tenant  by  the  eourlflf 

a  legatee,  may  have  a  surrender  of  a  copy-  of  the  law  of  England." 
hold  estate  made  to  it,  or  may  even  ta&e        In  Scotland,  in  order  to  establish  t  !•• 

land  by  descent ;  but  all  this  on  the  pre-  nancv  of  the  kind,  it  must  be  proved  tM 

sumption   of    its  subsequent  live  birth:  the  child  cried,  that  being  considcivd  it- 

hence  the  importance  of  being  able  to  de-  quisite  as  sufficient  evidence  of  ritafit^ 

termine,  in  doubtful  cases,  whether  it  be  In  this  country, too,  it  has  been  attenptil 

live  or  still-born.  to  introduce  the  same  necessary  proof,  hit 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  lice  birth  is  without  success.     Ijord  Coke  objected  H 

variously  interpreted  by  civilians  and  cri-  the  position  that  the  crying  of  Uie  cUli 

minalists,  and  also  by  the  jurists  of  dif-  should  be  held  requisite ;  but  hisicM 

ferent  countries.    Mr.  Cbitty  says,  "  we  was  an  odd  one — ^because  the  child  migh 

would  define  it  to  1)e  the  arrival  of  the  be  deaf  and  dumb ! 
child  at  that  stage  after  parturition,  when        There  can  be  no  doubt  bat  that  the  cr^- 

its  existence  and  capacity  to  continue  life,  ing  of  the  child  after  birth  would  ben> 

separate  and  apart  from*  the  mother,  has  gardcd  by  a  jury  as  conclusive  evidence  of 

been  distinctly  established;    and   which  its  being  bom  alive;  bnt  much  less  pnNf 

consists  not  merely  in  breathing,  but  also  has  sometimes  been  held  sufficient.    In  i 

in  the  exercise,  at  least  for  once,  of  all  the  very  remarkable  case,  Fish  v.  Palmer,  trirf 

functions  essential  to  the  continuance  of  in  1806,  the  plaintiff  had  by  his  wifti 

life,  and,  amongst  others,  principally  the  child,  supposed  to  be  still  bom:  thewifc 

circulation  of  the  blood,  the  existence  of  died,  and  there  being  no  issue  of  the  atf- 

which,  at  least  primd  facie,  is  essential  to  riage,  the  estate  went  to  the  wife's  brother- 

]»rovc  the  infant's  capacity  to  continue  in-law.   The  husband,  however,  was  aftff- 

life.''  wards  induced  to  contest  the  fact  of  Ab 

But    this    limitation    of    live    birth,  child  having  been  bom  dead.    The  accoi* 

however  applicable    to  the    case    of  in-  chcur,  Dr.  Lyon,  had  died  before  the  triili 

juries  inflicted  on    the   new-born   child,  but  it  appeared  In  evidence,  that  he  hai 

implies  a  much  higher  standard    of  vi-  declared  the  child  to  be  living  an  boar 

tality  than  is  requisite  for  securing  the  before  the  delivery ;  and  having  directed  a 

privileges  of  infants  in  a  civil  point  of  warm  bath  to  be  prepared,  {cave  tbeduU 

view.      For  the  latter  purpose  it  seems  to  the  nurse  to  be  immersed  in  it.    It  on- 

sufficient    that    the   infant     should    ex-  ther  cried  nor  moved,  nor  did  it  shew  aaj 

hibit  aiii/  sign  of  life;  nor  is  it  necessary  signs  of  life;  but  two  women  swore  thai, 

that  it  shoiUd  be  proved  to  possess  a  capa-  while  in  the  hot  water,  there  twice  ap- 

city  for  continuing  to  live.    In  France  and  peared  a  twitching  and  tremulous  motim 

other  countries,  the  fact  of  viabiUtv  must  of   the  lips ;   and,   upon    informing  Or* 

be  made  apparent,  in  order  to  secure  the  Lyon  of  this,  he  desired  them  to  blow  ints 

rights  and  privileges  of  the  child.    Here,  its  throat ;   but  it  never  exhibited  aaj 

even  in  criminal  cases,  the  absence  of  via-  other  signs  of  vitality.     Drs.  Babingtm 

bility  is  a  circumstance  which   may  or  -and  Haighton,  who  were  examined  on  tk 

may' not  be  taken  into  account,  at  thc^  dis-  trial,  declared  that  the  muacalar  motioa  of 
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\m  lips  conld  not  haye  happened  if  the  child  bom  otherwise.    It  is  easy  to  see, 

Ital  principle  had  been  quite  extinct,  and  however,  in  what  way  litigation  might 

liat,  therefore,  the  child  was  bom  alive,  ensue,  should  the  mother  expire  under  the 
Ir.    Denman,  however,  gave  a  contrary .  operation,  or  should  it  be  attempted  to 

ptakm,  and  declared  that  the  child  was  extract  the  child  while  the  state  of  the 

vt  bom  alive;  and  he  attempted  to  esta-  mother  as  to  life  or  death  was  unequivo- 

Hah  an  important   distinction  between  cal.    The  main  question  would  be  one  of 

ferine  and  extra-uterine  life,  and  consi-  fact, — whether  the  child  were  extracted 

MPod  that  the  tremulous  motion  of  the  alive,  the  mother  surviving;  the  operation 

pm  might  arise  from  some  remains  of  the  were  it  but  for  an  instant  ? 

inner.     The  jury,  however,  did  not  agree  There  is  obviously  a  strong  inducement 

ith    the  latter  witness,  but  found  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  to  have 

le  cbild  was  born  alive.  the  operation  performed  on  the  yet  living 

Bad  Dr.  Lyon  acted  in  this  case  with  mother,  where  it  appears  not  improbable 

mre  promptitude  and  energy,  it  is  proba-  that  she  may  perish  before  the  birth  can 

I0  he  would  have  saved  some  litigation ;  be  effected  in  the  usual  manner.    And  per- 

■t  as  it  is,  the  case  affords  a  good  illns>  haps  I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  throw. 

Btion  of  the  actual  state  of  the  law,  and  ing  together  some  remarks  on  this  formi- 

r  tbe  importance  attaching  to  con  tempo-  dable  operation,  which,  indeed,  claims  the 

meous  evidence.      It    shews  the  expe-  attention  of  the  medical  jurist  scarcely  in 

lency  of  taking  notes  of  what  occurs  at  any  other  way  than  as  now  contemplated. 

:rtli8,  especially  when  children  are  bom  It  may,  no  doubt,  be  wantonly  and  mis- 

a  a  doubtful  condition,  or  do  not  at  all  chievously  had  recourse  to,  and  the  mo- 

irents  live  long.    The  circumstances  at-  ther's  life  be  compromised  in  consequence : 

■Dding  the  labour  should  be  noted,  and  in  which  case  certainly  a  medico-legal 

Mne  memorandum  preserved  of  the  per-  question  would  arise  as  to  the  propriety  of 

NMB  who  may  happen  to  be  present  There  having  attempted,  and  the  amount  of  vie- 

hare  been  instances  of  accoucheur^  after  lence  effected  by,  the  operation  * ;  but  the 

Ae  lapse  of  many  years,  being  called  on  to  consideration   of   questions  of  this  sort 

Sm  evidence  before  the  highest  tribunal  belongs  to  a  subsequent  part  of  the  course. 
1  the  land,  concerning  births  at  which  Here  wo  may  briefly  inquire  as  to  the 
ikeij  may  have  assisted,  and  where  the  chances  of  the  operation  creating  a  te- 
Botbeni  were  at  the  time  in  an  humble  nancT  by  the  courtesy. 
nu'k  of  life.  "  1  think,"  says  Coleridge,  in  his  Table- 
It  was  in  contemplation  a  few  years  Talk, "  there  are  only  two  things  wanting 
An ce,  among  other  projected  alterations  in  to  justify  a  surg^n  in  attempting  the 
lie  laws  relating  to  real  property,  to  ren.  Csesarcan  operation :  first,  that  he  should 
ler  tenancy  by  the  courtesy  independent  possess  infallible  knowledge  of  his  art; 
#  issue  —  to  enable  the  husbRnd  to  be-  and  secondly,  that  he  should  be  infallibly 
mme  tenant  without  having  had  any  certain  that  he  is  infallible."  The  doubt 
hildren  by  his  deceased  wife.  But  no  here  so  emphatically  intloiated,  of  the  un- 
ICeration  of  the  kind  has  taken  place;  the  justifiable  nature  of  tlie  operation,  seems 
%W  remains  as  it  was,  allowing  the  same  not  to  have  been  peculiar  to  Coleridge 
ititude  as  ever  for  medical  evidence  and  alone ;  it  appears  to  be  the  national  feol- 
idicial  discretion.  ing.  While  other  nations  have  been  freely 
//mc  modified  by  the  Ctviarean  sectum. —  practising  the  ca^sarcan  operation,  and 
"ho  occurrence  of  birth  through  the  boasting  of  their  success  in  its  perform- 
'SBsarean  operation  may  affect  the  tenancy,  ance,  it  has  been  comparatively  seldom 
ot  only  as  the  child  may  not  be  brought  into  attempted  among  us,  and  then  apparently 
le  "world  alive,  but  as  the  mother  may  with  results  not  such  as  to  justify  more 
Hve  died  before  the  operation.    The  law  frequent  trials. 

clear  on  this  point:  "  If  the  woman  in  It  is  curious  that  there  is  no  mention  of 

sr    trarel   dicth,"  says  Coke  Littleton,  the  cajsarean  operation  in  the  writings  of 

and  the  child  is  ripped  out  of  her  body  the  ancient  medical  authors;  probably  be- 

{re,  yet  shall  the  husband  not  be  tenant  cause  it  was  only  pcrformeil  on  the  dead. 

f    the  courtcsie;  because  the  child  was  There   was  a   law,  however,  as  early  as 

9t  boru  during  the  marriage,  nor  in  the  the  time  of  Numa,  that  no  pregnant  wo- 

l^time  of  the  wife,  but  in  the  meantime  man  should  be   buried  until  the  fruit  of 

le   land  descended;  and  in  pleading  he  her   womb    was    extracted.     Traditions, 

mst  allege  that  he  had  issue  during  the  too,  were  prevalent,  of  various  eminent 

larriage."  persons  who  were  thus  "  untimely  ript" 

But  rappoie  the  operation  performed  from  the  uterus.     Esculapius  was  cut  out 

efore  tbe  mother  has  expired,  and  that  of  his  mother,  Coronis,  after  she  had  been 

M  child  has  lived,  though  it  be  but  for  slain  by  Apollo ;    Scipio   ACncAiwxa,  ^\« 
Instant,  tenancy  is  evidently  created 


ut   the  Mime  as  it  would  be  wen  tbe  «  SeeMso.QAs.,  xo\.x\.  v*^^< 
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conqueror  of  Hannibal,  wa«  bom  in  this 
way ;  Julius  CVsar  also,  it  is  said,  but  er- 
roneously ;  and  the  bold  Macduff  seems  to 
have  owcfl  po  small  share  of  his  success 
in  conibatiu^  his  fierce  antas^onist,  to  the 
superstitiou   attaching    to    his     artificial 

birth. 

Up  to  alxuit  the  sixteenth  centurj*, 
it  seems  never  to  have  been  eoutem- 
plated  that  the  operation  should  be  per- 
formed,  save  where  the  mother  died 
undelivered  U«m':set,  a  contemporary  (»f 
Ambrose  Pare'.s,  first  puhliJud  a  trea- 
tise, in  which  tht-re  was  iifven  an  ac- 
couut  of  w)me  ea^es  of  the  operation  beinjf 
sutreessfully  performed,  tin*  wimien  re- 
covering:, 'it  was  a  sow-^jelder,  of  Ales- 
pachen  (as  Haubin  reports),  who  first  set 
the  example  of  it  on  the  livini;  woman 
— his  own  wife — and  she  afterwards  bore 
scTcral  children. 

Without  entering  into  a  detailed  notice 
of  Rub^e([uent  authorities,  1  may  come  at 
once  to  comparatively  recent  times. 
Baudelocque  has  g:ivcn  an  account  of  73 
operations,  31  of  them  successful;  Spren- 
gel  mentions  1(H>  cases,  Gl  of  which  were 
prosperous ;  and  Simon,  in  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Academy  of  Surgery  <if  Paris,  has 
noticed  (vl  suceessful  cases,  in  13  of  which 
the  o])eration  was  repeated;  some  of  the 
patients  having  undergone  it  five  or  six, 
and  one  even  seven  times. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  practitioners 
of  Great  Britain  have  not  felt  themselves 
much  encouraged  to  practise  the  opcm- 
tion.     They  have  rarely,  if  ever,  resorted 
to  it,  except  in  cases  of  necessity,  where, 
through  pelvic  distortion,  or  tumors,  there 
was  lio  chance  of  delivering  the  mother 
otherwise;  nor  have  they  thought  them, 
selves  justified,    like     tfieir    continental 
neighbours,   in   substituting   gnsterotomy 
where  craniotomy   seemed    adtqiiate    to 
effect  the  del  i  very*.    Hence,  and   not  from 
any  peculiarity  in  our  climate  or  the  con- 
stitution of  our  females,  their  little  suc- 
cess.    It  appears,  that  out  of  about  thirty 
instances   in  which  the  cji»sarean  section 
has  been  tried  in  this  country,  only  one 
or  two  have  terminated  favounihly,  so  far 
as   the   preservation    of   the  mother  has 
been  concerned  :  and  in  the  first  and  chief 
of  these  it  bus  been  doubted  whether  the 
operation   was  truly  ca»sarean— whether, 
in  facl,/>rtrfro-/ivjrfrrpii)nn/,  or  section  of  both 
uterus  and  abdomen,  was   effencd  in  it. 
Tlie  can*  to  which   1  allude  is  reloted  at 
length  by  the  oj»enit«>r,  Mr.   Harlow,  of 
Blackburn,  in  the   Medical  Records  and 
Researches :  a  brief  outline  of  it  may  not 
be  uninteresting. 

Jane  Foster,  a  healthy  woman,  forty 
years  of  age,  and  who  had  had  several 
children,  fell  from  a  loaded  cart,  the  wheel 
of  which  passed  over  her  peY^is  bw  s\\c  V«l>j 


on  her  back.  One  of  the  ont  US 
fractured,  and  much  injurr  dune  nil 
ossa  pubis.  There  was  an  elevatioBff  Ai 
head  of  the  thigh  bone  on  the  IcAiik 
which,  with  her  other  sufferings,  ntU 
the  patient  lame. 

She  aflerwarda  hecame  pregnant,  ■! 
was  taken  in  labour  :^  NoTnnber,nil 
Three  or  four  days  passed  wittioolpNifit 
of  delivery ;  the'  waters  were  di^cbaifBl 
and  no  part  of  the  child  could  be  uifr 
tained  to  present  within  reach.    AMut 
tation  was  held,  when  Mr.  Burluv.  od» 
amining  per  vnginnni,  found,  to  hifintf 
surprise,  that  he  could  barely  paMbiiii> 
ger  between  the  pubis  and  last  lm\m 
vertebra,   while   the   outlet  was   so  r«* 
traetcd  as  scarcely  to  admit  the  intrudic- 
tion  of  three  fingers.     Qua  more  stnct  a- 
amination,  he  felt   a   very  evident  drpp» 
sitm  of  the  ossa  pubis,  '*  with  a  pTviikh 
rauce  in   a  direction  somewhat  borH* 
wards  the  hollow-  of  the  sacrum  than  in  ■ 
exact  Hue  with  the  Inst  Inmbarverttbii.' 
Mr.  Barlow  was  induced  to  coosidefthii 
protuberance  as  a  dpi>osit  of  h»ny  faans, 
produced  after  a  separation  of  the'syaptf 
sis  pubis  caused  by  the  accident ;  Wt  ii 
whatever  way  it  originated,  it  projectdii 
within  half  an  inch  of  the  sacrum.    Aftf 
four  days'  suffering,  the   pains  of  lshi« 
ceased :   matters  nowr  became  almost  ^ 
perate,  and  the  c:psaivan   operatioB  *» 
propose<l.     The  woman  herself  tontetld 
to  it  without  hesitation,  and  it  was  accsii 
ingly  performed   on   the  morning  of  ikt 
27th.    On  laying  open  the  **  ntenis,''whirb 
was  observed  to  be  •*  very  thin,  scarcflr 
exceeding  that  of  the  iieritimeum.'"  the 
child  presented  with  its  breech,  asd  m 
extracted  dead.     The  placenta  and  mt^ 
branes  were   then   removed  withoat  ^- 
ficulty;  nor  did  any  haemorrhage  folio*'* 
The  wound  of  the  abdomen   was  onitt^ 
with  a  few  sutures,  and  was  healed  bv 
the  sixth  day.  The  womb  ctmtractrd  vtU; 
the  lochia  were  as  abundant  as  in  ordiniiv 
case«,  and,  in  short,  no  material  accidcBt 
having  occurred,  the  woman  was  able  f 
leave  her  bed  by  the  lOth  of  December,  is' 
to  resume  her  usual  occupations  on  lli' 
17th.  She  enjoyed  g(M)d  health  aftrrwards 
and  survived  for  several  years.     When  fbt 
died,  her  pelvis  came  into  the  possfssiM 
of  Mr.  Barlow,  and  this  draw  log,  tbe  on- 
ginal  of  which  was  copied  from  natufff 
represents  its  malformed  structure. 

You  observe  the  tuberosities  of  ibr  it- 
chia  (a,  a,)  grca'ly  approximated,  and ai 
almost  complete  obliteration  of  the  trrh  of 
the  pubis.  The  symphrsts  pubis  pnijecti 
outwards  very  remarkafily,  and  tbe  conja- 
gate  diameter  is  in  cimsequencw  extremdy 
contracted.  In  the  pelvis  stripped  of  in 
soft  parts,  this  diameter  was  not  non 
xViVA  an  inch  and  an  eighth,  and  tbroogk  I 
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ABORTIOH  OR  MBCAKRIAGE. 


on 


oOcred  la  the  fretai,  or  embiyo,  befora 
birth ;  for  both  tupioa  D.»y  be  connidcred 
as  comprehended  under  one  general  head, 
with  B  cominnn  appellition— that  of  Pea. 
licjde,  or  the  destruc-tioD  'of  oflsprinsi  n 
term  whirh  I  onljr  wiiDder  hu  Dot  been 
more  generally  adopted. 

Prolicide,  then,  embraces  criminal  tbor- 
tion  (or  miscarriage,  as  the  law  tenns  it) 
and   inlknticiJe.    1  ahall  treat  of  each  In 


t  the  u 


— that  organ 
preiioiihlv  ru]ilurtil — may  serve  as 
example  of  the  sort  uf  i^ontiiigency 
ch  Itrilish  pracliliimers  conccire 
ay  venture  on  the  operation  ;  they 
leir  cmplcit  merit  of  it  to  those  cbih-b 
1  nhieb,  fnim  the  exlreole  dispni- 
L  of  the  ticlTic  diameter  to  (ho!>e  of 
Id's  hcttil,  there  is  no  hope  of  ex- 
^  the  iufant  by  any  nlbcr  inelbod. 
it  dcsents  tu  be  considered  whether 
uctttnce,  or  scruple,  on  the  part  of 
rgeoDs,  may  not  be  carried  ton  far, 
ace  of  ibal'sucrcsii nliieh  eontincn- 
iclitioneni  (I.oeher,  Miiller,  and 
for  example)  Lave  had,  and  wl)e- 
steroloiny  miglit  not  safety  be  reaurt- 
ilh  every  prinpect  of  prescrriiig  both 
and  mother,  in  miiny  cases  where 
al  melhod  is  to  procure  delivery  by 
ling;  lliG  head,"  or  in  other  words, 
iberatcly  deslniyinK  the  cliiM.  Of 
irableness  of  divesliBo  such  an  ope- 
of  its  terrors,  1  need  notsnynno- 
>rd,  as  you  must  all  be  aware  that, 
s  timely  perfurniBner,  so  much  of 
rldly  happiness  of  (lie  patient  Bod 
itires  depends. 

now  proeetd  to  consider  llie  quea. 
live  or  i>iill  birth,  as  it  may   be 

3.  In  Criminal  Cam. 
ilfal  injury  be  dune  to  a  live  bom 
t  ia  murder;  but   in  proof  of  the 
:  must  be  ahowu  that  the  child  was 


I  to  what  is 
,  in  reference  to 


Iter  into  an  iiit|iiiry 
(y  beinB 

aubjcci  <•{  infanlieide.  It  will  be 
rolitablr,  liowiier,  iiefore  we  come 
ately   (•>   that  subject,   tu  take  a 

llie  injuries  whieb  are  frequcDlIj' 


The  phyaiolofty  aa  well  aa  the  morality 
of  the  ancicnta  was  ao  loose,  that  litlle  or 
no  compnnclion  waa  experienced  relatiro 
tu  the  procuring  of  antimely  hirtha.  The 
legislalom,  in  certain  of  the  old  commu- 
nities, enjoined  it  aa  a  duty  on  their 
ciiixens  to  check  the  population  by  tba 
practice  of  inl^nlicide,  whenever  their 
famitiea  attained  a  speciGed  number;  and 
they  (Vequcntly  did  not  wait  for  na- 
ture to  complete  the  course  of  gestation, 
but  practised  fo^tieide,  or,  as  it  appeared 
to  them,  the  mere  Temoval  of  a  visceral 
obstruction,  as  a  thing  not  only  conveni- 
ent, bat  praiseworthy.  No  wonder  itwoa 
so.  Hippocrates,  or  rather  the  author  of  * 
tract  attributed  to  him,  held  that  the  fstua 
was  not  endowed  with  life  till  thirty  day* 
after  conception,  if  it  were  male,  and 
not  till  forty-two,  if  female,  tialen  sup- 
posed that  the  foetus  was  n<it  animated 
till  forty  days  nftcr  conception;  other* 
were  of  opinion  thai  it  required  fnra  male 
forty  days,  and  for  a  female  eighty  dan, 
before  it  possessed  a  tital  principle.  Th« 
Stoics,  strangest  ofall,mRinlBined  that  ths 
fcctus  was  destitute  of  life  until  the  moment 
it  respired  ;  that  is  to  say,  (hat  it  was  an 
unauimated  though  organic  aubatance  dur- 
ing the  period  of  uiero  geaiatioii.  It  is  easy 
to  see  to  what  consequences  such  doctrinea 
must  have  led  wherever  thry  were  entertain- 
ed. Ilut  even  amongthemndems,Bnd where 
the  advancement  of  knowledge  fhonldhave 
taufcht  people  better,  opinions  much  akin 
to  those  just  noticed  have  been  adopted 
and  acted  upon.  Zkicihia,  the  eminent 
Roinnn  medical  jurist,  laid  down  sixty 
daya  as  an  equitable  period  wilbin  which 
abortion  might  be  practised  without  any 
breach  of  morality  or  religion.  This  waa 
probably  a  necessary  allowance  for  the  lax 
slate  of  morals  that  still  prevailed  in  the  ec- 
clesiastical communities,  notwithstanding 
the  purifying  efleets  of  (he  Reformatlon- 

Irgal  JiKiurlinn].— Itut  what  shall  we 
say  of  the  Kngli^h  taw,  which,  even  at 
(lie  present  day,  does  not  recognize  the 
fictus  in  nlero  as  endowed  with  life,  till 
the  time  of  ijuiekcning  baa  Iwen  ascer- 
tained to  have  arrived  >  Portia  vucemm 
milrii    is    the    designatiMi    \tj   '«\iidi   'A 

Las  been  noticed  in  iW  oV&«iVa.'«i  \MoVk-. 
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and  some  very  material  diBtinctions  are  savine  to  Henrietta  Freeman,  for  the  par. 
made  in  our  statute  law^,  according  to  the  pone  of  procuring  miscarriage.  Pruiecntfii, 
period  and  circumstances  of  pregnancy.  who  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  stated 
In  the  earlier  condition  of  our  jurispru-  that  the  prisoner  was  the  father  of  the  child, 
dence,  abortion  under  any  circumstances  When  she  told  him  she  was  pregnant,  be 
did  not  amount  to  murder  j  it  constituted,  said  he  would  give  her  ^  some  staff  to 
however,  in  certain  respects,  a  high  misde-  make  her  nnwell,  as  she  ought  to  be." 
meanor.      But  Lord  Ellenbomugh's  Act  She  consented  to  take  it,  provided  it  did 
(43  Geo.  II  r.,  c.  ^9)  intnKluc(>d  a  change :  not  hurt   herself.      The  dru^,  accordicg 
if  abortion   was    wilfully  cflected    bfj'ore  to    prisoner*8    direction,    was     put   into 
quickening,  it  was  accounted  a   felony,  boiling  water,  and  drunk  off.     In  a  shiift 
punisliable  with  fine  and  imprisonment,  time  she  was  unwell,  and  a  misearriage 
or  transportation  for  life:  but  abortion,  took    place.      It    was    proved    that   tlie 
ajUr  the  period  of  quickening,  when  cri-  prisoner  had  purchased  a  quantity  of  la- 
'minally  procured,  was  punished  as  a  capi-  vine,  and  some  of  it  was  fouud  in  his  box. 
tal  crime  with  death.  A   surgeon   proved  that  miscarriage  had 
The  law  which  is  now  in  force  (9  Geo.  IV.,  taken  place,  and  stated  that  no  drag  whtt« 
c.  31,  s.  13)  is  almost  identical,  and  is  word'  ever  could  be  administered  for  the  purpo^ 
cd  as  follows: — ^*  Be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  of  procuring  a  miscarriage   without  eo. 
person  with  intent  to  procure  the  miscar*  dangering  the  life  of  the  person  by  wboD 
rioge  of  any  woman  thm  buing  quick  with  it  was  taken, — a  fact  which,  he  thought, 
chitdf    unlawfully   and    maliciously  shall  ought  to  l>e  generally  known, 
adminis-cr  to  heV,  or  cause  to  be  taken  by        The  prisoner  was  found ^ui/fi/,  and  sen- 
her,  any  poison  or  iioiums  thing,  or  shall  use  tenccd  to  seven  years'  transportation.    He 
anif  imtruineni  or  othennenns  whatever  uith  the  obviously  owed   his  escape    from  capitil 
/i/cei/l(erl^  every  such  o(rcndcr,and  every  per-  puniithnient  to  its  not  being  proved  tbit 
son  counselling,  aiding,  or  abetting,  such  the  child  was  quick, 
offender,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and        Objects  of' inquirii, — Whenever  a  qaestioa 
being  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  death  concerning  a  criminal  abortion  is  raised, 
as  a  felon.    And  if  any  ]>erson,  with  in-  there  are  in  general  three  points  on  which 
tent  to   procure  the  miscarriage  of  any  justice    will     require     to     be    satisfied, 
woman  not  being,  or  not  biing  proved  to  be,  1.  Whether  there  has  really  been  an  abor- 
then  qnick  u'it/i  r^i/J,  unlawfully  and  mali-  tion  ;  in  other  words,  whether  a  cw|Mii  dr- 
ciously  shall  administer  to  her.  or  cause  to  licti  can  be  made  out.     2*  Whether  it  b« 
be  taken  by  her,  any  medicine  or  other  thing,  taken  place  naturally  Qf  by  criminal  inter* 
or  shall  use  any  inriiument  or  other  meatu  ference.    And  3.  Whether  it  may  not  htTe 
whatever  with  the  like  intent,  every  such  been  justifiable,  owing  to  some  pccoliar 
oflender,  and  every  person  counselling,  aid-  circumstances  in  the   physical  conditioa 
ing,  or  abetting,  such  offender,  shall  be  of  the  female.     On  each  of  these  heads  I 
guilty    of   felony,   and    being    convicted  shall  make  a  few  remarks, 
thereof,  shall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion  of        ].  The  fact  of  abortion. — The  main  proof 
the  court,  to  be  transported  beyond  the  that  abortion  has  occurred,   is   the  pie- 
seas  for  any  term  not  exoec<ling  fourteen  sence  of  the  fnetus  or  the  ovum.     Wiihonl 
years  nor  less  than  seven  years,  or  to  be  this   the  investigation   is   defective,  and 
imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  halts  at  the  very  outset, 
in  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,         The  embryo  may  hap|)en  to  be  expelkd 
for  any  term  not  excei'ding  three  years ;  at  a  very  early  period,  when  the  omu, 
and  if  a  male,  to  be  once,  twice,  or  thrice  coming  away  entire,   presents  a  shagsy 
publicly  or  privately  whipt  (if  the  court  appearance  on  immersing  it  in  watrr.    At 
shall  so  think  fit)   in   addition   to  such  a  later  period  the  membranes  may  bunt, 
punishment."  and  the  fcetus  alone  be  found  in  the  dis- 

The  absurd  distinction   here  presen'ed  charges.     Sometimes  the  entire  ovum  if 

in  accordance  with   the  f»Id  ideas  about  envelope<l  in  a  clot  of  blood,  and  mayet- 

quickening,  is  disgraceful  to  our  legisla-  sily  escape  detection,  unless  mnch  cane  be 

tors;  but  I  have  it  from  good  authority,  taken  in  searching  for  it.     It  may  even  be 

that  this  is  to  be  one  of  the  very  first  necessary  to  steep  the  suspected  clot  for  a 

points  amended  in  the  criminal  code  now  day  or  two  in  water.  In  general  weslioald 

in  ])reparation :  one  punishment,  and  that  examine  an  early  ovum  with  the  greatest 

not  capital,  is  to  be  awarded  for  the  ciimc,  caution.     By  gentle  agitation  and  the  uc 

at  whatever  period  of  pregnancy  it  ma\  be  of  the  syringe,  the  coagulated  blood  nay 

committed.  be  removed;  after  which,  by  delicate dis* 

A  case  which  may  sen'c  to  illustrate  the  section  under  water,  and  using  fine,  bt( 

law  in  its  actual  state,  occurred  not  very  not   sharp,  instruments,    its   real  natait 

long  since  on  the  Norfolk  Spring  Circuit,  may  be  made  out. 

before  Mr.  Baron  Vaugh  in.     John  (.'oc         A  careful  search  of  this  kind,  not  onlj 

was  indicted  for  fcluuious\y  ^CLvamvsVcivw^  v>  «>fiK«ttaia  whether  there  be  an  embryo 
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pKMnt,  but  wlietber  it  be  normil  or  Itae 
eontr«r]> — blighted,  ii  absolatel;  necct- 
Miy  in  anch  cua  u  eome  uader  the  cog- 
nizance or  the  loeilicaJ  jnriit.  Here,  for 
exunplc,  is  an  nium  which,  by  being  pre- 
pared in  this  na;,  telli  its  own  ilor;. 


■appoced  mother  has  died,  in  which  can 
the  examination  of  ber  bodj  may  throw 
additional  light  on  the  circunutancc*  of 
thecase:  Iheuteruiwill  probably  befound 
enlarged,  and  thickened,  and  rascnlar,and 
a  placeotal  marlc  may  be  foond,  and  per- 
hapi  a  corpus  lulcam ;  bat  aboie  all,  in 
the  examinatiun  of  (lie  mother,  wa  mnst 
lie  able  to  snlisTy  onrselics  that  the  period 
indicated  to  htTe  past  since  abortion  cor- 
respond with  that  n-bich  has  appeared  to 
bare  elapsed  since  the  foetus  was  expelled  ; 
and  the  fietus  must  accordingly  he  scru- 
tinized with  reference  tn  thcsu  points,  a3 
well  as  tu  any  marlis  uf  violcnre  discoTDT' 

2.  Mod' in  u'AieAr/klA'.— When  wc  bare 
thus  been  satisfied  that  the  charge  of  abor- 
tion is  nut  groundless,  our  next  inijuiry, 
-  '     '    -   iwith- 


t   los 


t  must  be  entered  u 
what  i: 


Fio.  24. 

Yoo  iierceire,  from  the  relative  dispro- 
jHiTtion  of  the  embryo  (r)  and  its  envelopes 
(A,  a),  that  the  general  structure  is  abnor- 
mal. It  is,  in  fncl,  an  oTum  which  was 
.  expelled  about  the  eighth  or  tenth  week  of 
pregnancy!  and  the  embryo  (r)  |ierisbcd 
«b«ut  the  finb  or  sixth  week,  pmbably 
irom  the  deposition  or  tiio  much  gelatine 
(<f)  in  the  funis,  the  tciscIs  of  which  were 
tliuB  coni|ircssed.  Appearances  of  Ihia 
description  should  go  far  towards  annul- 
ling n  ehaige  of  criminal  abortion,  for 
ihry  imply  strongly  that  the  event  oc- 
carred  in  the  ordinary  enurse  of  nature- 

The  mles  already  laid  down  in  a  foniier 
lecture*  will  suOiuc  to  enable  yon  to  form 
to  opinion  of  the  age  of  the  feetus,  and  to 
■t*teiucveri'case,irnotatwhat  time  during 
the  pregnancy  the  miscarriage  occurred,at 
least  at  what  period  the  fittus  perished. 
I  shall  therefore  not  detain  you  Isngcr  on 


if  abortion  has  been  owing  }  We 
must  recollect  that  such  an  eveut  may 
hate  been  wholly  aecidenlal  and  involun- 
tary, and  yet  that  nothing  may  have  been 
more  natural  than  its  concealment  in  cer- 
Uin  moral  cin-umslancc]!.  ^Vith  this 
saving  clause,  however,  it  will  probably  be 
In  most  cases  our  painful  duty  to  detect 
mnch  vicious  nnd  wicked  mancFuvring 
on  the  part  of  females  to  bring  on  the 
expulsion  of  an  oviim.  T  happen  to  be 
Bci|uainted  with  one  instance  of  a  lady 
who,  at  a  certain  period  of  her  pregnancy 
—about  the  tenth  or  twelfth  week— regu- 
larly took  a  short  sea.  voyage,  nhieh  nerur 
failed  to  enable  her  to  abort.  And  it  is  a 
very  common  praelicc  for  women  to  hove 
rceourae  to  drastic  cathartic  iiivdicines,  to 
large  bleedings,  to  canlharides,  saviuc, 
anil  other  drugs,  fur  the  accomplishment 
of  Iheir  depraved  and  dangerous  purpose. 
Nay,  we  shall  sometimes  ilelcct  the 
marks  of  blows  on  (he  ahdumeu  and 
loins,  and  the  appearance  of  racchaui- 
cal  injury  infticted  on  llio  foetus  ilielf. 


T.7.' 


Then 


step  i. 


1  trace  the  i 


■1  to  the 

Some  female  is  suspected.  We  mu!l  exa- 
mine her, — when,  according  to  the  period 
Uiat  shall  hare  elapted  from  the  occur- 
rence of  the  abortion,  the  appearances  will 
be  varied.  If  there  be  svmptums  of  recent 
bemorrbage, — if  a  lochia!  dischai^  be 
present,  —  if  the  vagina,  os  nteri,  labia 
mtema,  and  the  mammai,  be  in  lliose  con- 
ditioDi  wbicb  I  described  in  a  former  lee- 
tore  on  the  sign*  of  recent  delivery, — tha 
pruub  are  strong.    It  ma;  happen  uiat  the 


To      .._ , 

IcncG  may  be  employed  nithoul  procuring 
abortion,  is  veil  eiempliEedliya  case  that 
occurred  not  lung  since  in  Dr.  Wagner's 
practice  at  Berlin.  "  Among  the  remark- 
able cases  which  came  before  us,"  says 
the  Professor,  in  his  half-yearly  report, 
"  was  one  of  atlemplfd  nAnrlioii.  A  young 
woman,  seven  months  with  child,  had 
employed  savine  and  other  drugs,  with 
a  view  to  produce  miscarriage.  As  these 
had  not  the  desired  elTcct,  a  ttroog  leather 
strap  (the  thong  of  a  skate)  was  tightlv 
bound  roand  ber  body.  This,  too,  avail- 
ing nothing,  her  paramour  (according  to 
bis  own  confession)  knelt  upon  ber,  and 
Cfimpressed  the  abdoDien  with  all  bis 
strength  :  yet  neither  did  this  vKba.  \W 
desired  object-    The  man  mivw  Wkvuv^":*^ 
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bat'k  ;  and  ai«  this  also  failed,  he  took  a  what  cxtmordinaiy  effbrta  natara  mtj 
sharp- pointed  pair  of  scisstirs  and  pro-  make  for  the  unaided  relief  of  the  motkr. 
eccded  to  ]>crforate  the  uterus  through  the  2.  That  these  premature  laboDn/rcfwatfi 
ragina.  Much  pain  and  hspmorrhage  kill  the  child,  and  may  the  mother.  Aad 
ensued,  but  did  not  last  long.  Theivoman's  3.  That  a  suppoKed  dauger  is  not  to  k 
health  did  not  suffer  in  the  least,  and  combatted  with  a  real  one.  He  condaAH 
pretty  much  about  the  regular  time  a  living  hy  deliberately  stating,  that  it  is  better  hj 
child' was  bmught  into  the  world,  without  far  to  have  recourse  to  the  cacsareao  ne- 
anv  marks  of  external  injury  upon  it."  lion,  which,  he  says,  saves  tmt  in  tkret^-^i 
Not  rarely  does  it  happen  that  the  even  to  symphysiotomy, —  than  to  an  aili- 
females  who  are  so  abandoned  as  to  prnc-  fieial  or  forced  delivery, 
tise  these  methods  of  procuring  mis-  It  seems  to  me  that' Caparon  carries  hii 
carriage,  pay  the  forfeit  of  their  lives  for  notions  on  this  point  to  a  very  nare^ 
their  wickedness.  All  the  means  which  I  sonable  extent ;  and  I  beliere  I  am  bone 
just  now  enumerated  are  attended  with  out  in  saying  so,  bv  referring  to  whit 
extreme  danger  to  the  mother,  whom  they  seems  to  be  the  practice  of  some  of  the  bat 
often  destroy,  not  only  without  concealing  authorities  amongst  us  on  these  matten. 
the  nature  of  her  guilt  or  letting  it  die  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Edinburgh,  for  example^ 
with  her,  but  perhaps  causing  a  dreadful  is  in  the  habit  of  bringing  on  prematare 
expot^  ot  her  guilty  object  first,  and  then  labour  in  cases  where  he  has  reaioa  to 
pHNlucing  an  agonizing  death,  with  all  suppose  that  the  child  will  not  live,  or 
the  tortures  of  remorse.  Todcro  cites  a  may  be  bom  still,  if  the  mother  be  allowed 
remarkable  case: — A  w<»niun,  finding  her-  to  go  t(»  the  full  term  of  gestation  •.  Aod 
self  pregnant,  and  no  longer  able  to  con-  others  might  be  quoted  to  the  same  effect, 
ceal  it,  pnH'ured  half  an  ounce  of  powder- 
ed cantliurides,  which  she  mixed  with  an  . 

ounce  of  suljihate  of  magnesia.     She  t<M>k 

this  horrible  dose  in    order  to   procure  LECTURES 

abortion.      In    a    short    time  after  she 

was  seized  with  violent  colie,  and  brought  ^^ 

i;)rth  a  livhif;  child  in   the  most  cxeru-  rrvx»tk  nfpnir'A      r^o   » 

dating    pains.      During    the  succeeding  MATLRIA  MEDIC  A,    OR  PHARMA- 

night  she  died.  COLOGY,  AND  GENERAL 

3.  Qtteitinu  of  wfffwiri/.— I    httvc  only  a  c*  c   r 

few  Words  to  say  on  the  third  question —  THERAPEUTICS, 

namely,  whether  it  be  ever  justifiable  to  ....        ,    ,  .,     .,.        .    c  i    i  _v  «»  j-  • 

cause  •  miscarriage,   or,   in    other   word-,  JMurred  at  tl^  Alder^ate  School  of  Med,tt^, 

whether  a  midwift.  or  an  accouelicur  may  ^y  j^j,.  Pereiba,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

bring  on  artifieml  labour ?     According  to 

tl  e  strict  interpretation  of  the  law,  they  

may  not,  even  incases  of  haemorrhage  or  Lectvre  LVI. 
cciiivnlsions  :    but  no  doubt,  if  sueh  an  oc- 
currence were  pleaded  on  an  indictment  "We  shall  now  examine— 
for  alleged  pnK'urul  of  abortion,  the  in- 
tentions «)f  the  accused  and  the  eireum-                iMBELLiFERiE,  or  apiace^ , 
stances  of  the  case  would  have  due  weight  one  of  the  largest,  and,   in   reference  to 
with  the  jury  ;  and  the  i>n»l)abilitv  is  that  gtruclure,  one  of  the  mo^it  natural  families 
no  If  rand  jury  would  find  true  bills.  of  the  vt»getable  kingdom  :  moreorer,  it  if 
Hut  this  is  supposing  a  ease  of  manifest  a  most  interesting  one  for  the  physician, 
danger  ti»  the  mother.     What  if  the  png-  inasmuch  as  it  c«mtains  a  Tarietv'of  die- 
nam  woman  be  not  in  immediate  danger,  u-tical,   mi>4licinal,    and    poisonous    snb- 
but  fn»in  the  configuration  of  her  i)elvis,or  stances,  in  common  use. 
some    constitutional    peculiarity,     it    be        The  roots  are  annual  or  perennial ;  the 
tlumghl  advisable  hy  her  medical  attend-  gtems  herbaceous  and  fistiilar;  the  leaves 
ant  to  bring  on  premature  labour?     U  it  usually  divided  (though  sometimes  sim- 
ju'stifiable  in  such  a  i-ase  ?     Opinions  arc  pje),    imd   sheathing  at  their  base;   the 
divided  upon  itj   and  the  French  autho-  fl„wers  small,  and  arranged   in   nmbels, 
rities    have  argued   the   pcunt    at  much  fnim  which  circumstance  the  name  of  the 
length.     Fiideri- strongly  advocates  such  a  family  has  been  derived.    At  the  base  of 
di-cretionary  i)owcr  in  the  accoucheur :  ti,c  jjeneral   uinht»ls  there  is  usually  aa 
while  Capuron  as  strongly  opposes  it ;  and  involucre  (inc»/iirriim) ;  and  in  the  sane 
his  reasons  are  thesi — I.   That  it  is  always  position  in  the  partial  umbels  an  iwwlm- 
inipossible  to  be  certain  that  there  is  such  ctlhun.    The  calyx  is  superior,  commonly 
udispro)K>rtion  between  the  diainctersof  the  fivctoothed;    the  corolla  is  composed  oi 

]»elvis  and  the  bulk  of  the  child  as  to  war-  „_ 

riun  artificial  delivery ;  uud  wc  know  not  •  mkdical  Gabkitb,  vol  v.  p.  a44. 
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itnli,  Dsaallf  Infleied  at  the  point. 

arc  five  suniina,  and  usoall;  two 
■  1  lo  that  umbelUrerous  plants  be- 
0  clais  Pinlaiidria,  order  Digynia,  of 

.■  rniil,  cHlted  b;  botanists  cmnonr- 
or  diakriiitiin,  ii  uiuallj  termi-d  by 
iDneanisls,  though  very  improperly, 

Thus,  in  medicine  we  find  tbe  fruit 
lander,  dill,  caraway,  cumin,  anige, 
,  fennel ,  b  «iolock,  jicKcneratlylermed 
but  in  the  oev  edition  of  tbe  London 
nacopicia  this  has  been  ct)rrec(ed. 
I^uit  ccinsiiu  of  tiva  parts  (lermed 
I,  eiiTftlla,  (IT  mericarpi),  adherent  to  a 
ott  axi)  by  their  faee  (tbe  comnitturt.) 
carpel  i)  irarersed  by  ridgn,  uf  which 
re  primary  (ratU  neu  Juga  jiiimarrn), 
OUT  are  intermediate  or  secondary 

icrHii<''iria):  the  spaces  between  (he 
.  are  called  thann.lt  or  hiliritica  (yallt- 

Ibe  fflibslance  of  the  pericarp  there 
.nallv  linear  receptacle*  of  a  brown 
',  filled   Milh   volatile  oil ;  they  are 

vin^,  or,  by  Deeandolle,  rnmwi'i  tn 

;  thvv  arc  considered  to  be  dilata- 
of  the  inlercellular  upaces.  Com- 
ng  from  above,  they  extend  down' 

in  different  species,  une-third,  hair, 
^ee-founhs,  tiic  length  of  the  fruit, 
•re  often  visible  both  on  tbe  cum- 
re  and  in  Ihe  clianneli.  By  a  trani- 
tection  <if  the  fruit,  they  appear  as 

points.  The  fruit  of  the  jiarsnip 
laca  atiai,  fig.  161}  is  well  adapted 
bierring  tbe  vittic,  especially  if  it 
rviuusiy  immersed  in  warm  water. 


eKSKVj,  fennel,  camt,  Jce.)  depend  on  s 
volatile  oil  lecreted  into,  and  conlained  in 
these  vittie. 

Tbe  seeds  of  L'mbelliferai  arealbami. 
nous;  tbe  albumen  may  be  flat  {Umbttli- 
frrx  orihatpermt),  or  it  may  be  rolled  in- 
wardi  at  the  edges  ( L'.  canpiiigqwniie],  or 
it  may  be  curved  inwards  from  tbe  haw  10 
the  apex  {U.  ortaipeumc.)     The  embryo  i> 


Anrthum  gnniailenl,  vr  Dill  {Pattinaca 
Antlhum  of  Sprengel). 

This  plant  was  employed  by  Hippociatea 
under  iLenameofwifdiWi  it  is  mentioned 
by  Dioscorides  and  Pliny.  It  Is  said  by 
Campbell  to  be  alluded  to  in  Ihe  Nenr 
Testament,  Ihouicb  our  tnin.<laton  bave, 
by  mistake,  rendered  tbe  orieinai  word 
anise.  It  wat  introduced  into  this  country 
in  IS7a 

Dill  is  a  native  of  the  .loutb  of  Europe, 
as  of  Spain  and  Italy.  It  greatly  resem- 
bles our  common  fennel,  though  its  odour 
is  less  agreeable.  The  mature  carpelU 
(the  (nninn  ur  jTHeliu  antlhi  of  the  shops) 
arc  oval,  flat,  dorsally  compressed,  about  a 
line  and  a  half  long,  an^from  a  half  to 
one  line  broad ;  they  arc  of  a  brown  colour, 
and  are  surruunded  by  a  lii^bler. coloured 
membranous  margin  (nfu.)  Eachcarpetlum 
boa  five  primary  ridges,  but  no  tecondarj 
ones.  In  each  channel  is  one  ritta,  and 
on  the  commissure  are  two  vitla;.  These 
vitt^contaiDthearomatieoil.  Tbe  odour 
of   the   fruit  is  stronply  aromatic  j   tbe 

By  distillation  a  pale  yellow  volatile  oil 
(the  ukum  antlhi)  is  obtained,  the  quantity 
of  which  varies  with  Ibe  maturity  of  th« 
fruiL  This  oil  has  a  specific  gravity  of 
(1-881,  a  iienelrating  odour  analogous  to 
that  of  tbe  fmil,  and  a  hot  swcetisi  taite. 
It  is  readily  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether, 
and  dissolves,  according  to  Tietzmann,  in 

The  cITects  of  dill  are  carmiuative  and 
stimulant.  Taken  with  the  food  it  ma^ 
be  regarded  as  condimeniary  ;  that  la,  it 
assists  the  digestive  process.  For  thia 
purpose  it  is  used  by  the  Cossacks,  and 
Btime  other   inbabiutnts  of  the  Rus-' — 


Itei 


of  war 


Ic  are  not  invariably  present;  the 
of  conium,  and  of  some  other  genera, 
without  them;  the  carpella  uf  sucb 


.     Ofc 


with  only  four  dorsal  vitl^lsaa 


ictl  by  nurses  in  the  colic  of  children.  It 
has  also  been  employed  to  relieve  hic- 
cough. It  has  been  supposed  to  iiromoto 
tbe  secretion  of  milk.  It  is  usually  given 
in  the  form  of  dill  water  (ajiis  antlki.)  For 
adults  tbe  altun  antllii  may  be  employed  in 
the  dose  of  a  few  drops  on  a  lump  of  sn- 
gar,  or  diwdved  in  spirit. 

I^iudon  says  l\ie  leftica  ut  &\W  *^  vxc 


682     MR.  PERBIRA  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 


tabic  picklcn,  narticularly  curombere ;  and 
also  occasionally  in  sonps  and  sauces." 

Pimpindia  Anuum,  or  Anise  {Sison  Ani- 
turn  of  Sprcng^el). 

Tliis  plant  was  used  by  Hippocrates, 
who  calls  it  ayinjffoy ;  it  is  also  mentioned 
by  Pliny  and  Dioscoridcs.  It  was  intro- 
duced into  this  country  in  UmI.  In  our 
translation  of  the  New  'festanicnt  the  word 
an'tM!  occurs ;  it  should  have  been  dill. 

Anise  is  a  native  of  ("gypt  and  the  Le- 
vant. It  is  lari^Iy  cultivated  for  its  fruit 
in  Malta,  Spain,  and  at  Tarious  places  in 
Germany,  as  at  Erfurt  and  Miihlhauson, 
in  Thurinipria,  at  Magdeburg,  &c.  This 
fruit  is  imported  into  this  country  fnim 
A 1  leant  and  Germany. 

The  fruit  (called  in  the  shops  semina  or 
frucliis  anhi)  is  slightly  compressed  nt  the 
'sides,  'i'hc  separated  carpella  arc  ovate, 
of  a  greyish  gnen  colour,  with  five  paler, 
thin,  filiform,  primary  ridges  (there  are  no 
secondary  ones),  and  ci)vere<l  with  downy 
hairs.  In  each  channel  are  three  vitta». 
The  odour  is  aromatic,  and  similar  to  that 
of  the  fruit  of  lllicinm  aniMtuntf  or  star 
AiiiV,  a  plant  belonging  to  the  family 
Winteracea*.  The  tasXfi  is  sweetish  and 
aromatic. 

A  very  elaborate  analysis  of  the  fruit 
has  been  made  by  Brandes  and  Reimann, 
in  1H2*).    The  following  arc  their  results : 

ifithcrial  oil 300 

Stearin  combined  with  chloro- 

phylle 012 

Ri^in 017 

Fatty  oil,  soluble  in  alcohol   •  •     3*37 

Semi-resin 0*  10 

Pliyteumacolla 7-8o 

Incrystallizable  sugar 0-t>5 

<»um <>*.>0 

Extractive 0-.iO 

Substance  anah)gous  to  ulniin 

{An'u- lUm'm)   •  • HfiO 

CI  uminoin     ••••• 2*90 

liignin   ••*••.•••■•■••••••••   «}42*o.i 

Salts  (acetate,    malate,   phos- 
]>hate,  and  sulphate,  of  lime 

and  potash) H  17 

Inorganic  salt%  with  silicic  aeid 

and  oxide  of  inm 3'.>i> 

Water    ...» 23<K» 

10163 

Oleum  Anisi,— The  oil  of  anise  of  the 
shops  is  imported  into  this  country  from 
(iennany  and  the  East  Indies.  It  is  pro- 
cured  by  distillation  (Vom  the  fruit,  in 
whose  ]>ericarp  it  resides.  When  carefully 
prepared  it  is  transparent  and  nearly  co- 
lourless, having  a  slightly  yellow  tinge. 
It  has  the  odour  and  taste  of  the  fniit  from 
whieli  it  is  obtained.  Its  speeifie  gravity 
increases  with  its  age  :  thus  Martins  !<ays 
w/icij  the  oil  is  fresh  lUsliUcd,  \\\c  »v«\:A^: 


gravity  is  ooly  (h979;  bat  mittr  kccpiai 
it  for  a  year  and  a  half,  the  spcciii 
gravity  increaiicd  to  0*d8i53.  It  coogctt' 
at  50^  F. ;  and  does  not  liquify  afui 
under  62^.  It  is  loluble  in  all  piojiortioBi 
in  alcohol ;  bat  spirit  whose  specific  gn 
vity  is  0*8^1,  dissolves  only  0-12  of  in 
weight.  By  cx]K)Sure  to  the  air  it  fen* 
resin,  and  l>ccomes  leas  dispoMd  to  cw- 
crcte.  It  is  composed  of  two  volatikaK 
— one  solid  at  ordinary  tempHitsRi 
(slfarpplfne) ;  the  other  liqnid  (flaifCair),  io 
the  following  proportions: — 


Eleoptene.- 
Stearopteno 
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The  olfum  htdianif  or  the  oil  tf  ai*r  mm 
{Ulicium  anisatum),  has  the  odour  ifid 
taste  of  the  oil  of  anise ;  bnt  it  pmerm 
its  fluidity  at  3o6  F.  It  is  said  to  be 
sometimes  substituted  for  the  P^n  aaha. 

Spermaceti,  which  is  sometimes  addiidi? 
oil  of  anise,  to  promote  its  solidificatiM. 
may  be  distinguished  by  its  insoInbilitviD 
cold  alc(»hol.  Camphor,  which  is  said  (« 
be  added  for  the  same  purpose,  mav  be  re- 
cognised by  its  odour. 

l-Uflects. — The  effects  of  anise  are  similir 
to  those  of  dill,  before  mentioned;  that  is 
they  are  c<mdimentar}',  stimulant,  asd 
carminative.  The  odour  of  the  nil  is  aid 
to  l>e  recognised  in  the  milk :  moreorcf, 
the  urine,  we  are  told,  acquires  an  unnlca- 
sant  smell  when  anise  has  been  taken: 
henc«;  it  would  appear  that  the  oil  of  anise 
becomes  absorbed.  It  has  been  sappoied 
to  promote  the  secretion  of  milk,  nrioe, 
bronchial  mucus,  and  of  the  mewe^ 
tlimigh  without  sufficient  evidence.  Vogvl 
says  that  he  accidentally  discovered  pigc^ini 
are  readily  killed  by  a  few  drops  of  the 
oleum  am  si. 

Vses, — Anise  is  used  to  flavonr  liqueart. 
sweetmeats,  confectionery  of  varioas  kinds 
ragouts,  &c. 

In  medicine  it  is  employed  to  rrlieTC 
flatulence  and  colicky  pains,  especially  i^ 
children.  Nurses  sometimes  take  it  u> 
promote  the  secretion  of  milk.  It  has 
also  been  employed  in  pulmonaiy  tf- 
fections. 

The  tunta  anisi  is  the  preparation  of  ani« 
commonly  employed.  In  the  Phanni 
copcria  tnere  is  a  formula  for  a  jftriru 
m'iim',  the  dose  of  which  is  one  or  two 
drachms.  A  spirit  of  anise,  sweetened 
with  sugar,  is  sold  by  the  liqueur  dealers: 
a  somewhat  similar  compound  is  prvparcd 
in  F^rance,  under  the  name  oT  eretae  iTaniit- 
In  the  'Dublin  Pharmacoixria  there  if  t 
eomjMiud  spirit  of  anise^  containing  an-  ^ 
geliea :  it  is  nearly  the  composition  of  the 
Irish  uujHchauohf  which  is  c«dourcd  yellow 
V)^  voJECton^  or  green  by  sap  green. 


CtfHlMUM  CYHIRUM,  OB  CUMIN. 


Comn  Cani,  or  till  Carawag, 

CM«w«j(flg.  153, Oiinnt  mentioned  in 

tbe  writio^   atlribnted  to  Hippocratn. 


It  Is  a  natire  of  this  ciuntry,  and  ii 
lamely  cultiratef]  in  Essex,  Tor  niedicinal 
and  uther  purposei— ai  for  dUtillation 
Kith  >pirituous  liquora,  and  Tor  confec- 
tionary. The  ripe  carpcUa  (the  wtnimi,  or 
JthcIui  carvi,  of  the  shupi)  an:  partly  lup- 
plied  from  Genoany,  llic  remainder  be- 
ing the  produce  uf  this  connlry.  They  are 
from  1}  to  2  lines  long,  uauallj  icparated, 
iliffhtlj  curved  inwards,  of  a  brownish 
colour,  with  Gtc  lighter  coloured  primary 
ndni ;  there  are  do  lecondary  oiiei.  In 
each  channel  i«  one  vitta,  and  on  the  com- 
miuure  are  two.  The  smell  is  aromatic 
and  peculiar,  the  taste  warm  and  spicy. 

By  distillation,  a  rolutile  oil  (oleum 
carui)  ii  obtained,  of  a  pale  yellow  colour. 

The  action  of  caraway  ii  analogouii  to 
tbat  of  dill  and  aniae,  already  mcotioned, 
■md  it  is  employed  to  similar  caies  — 
namely,  in  flalu lent  colic  of  children.  It  is 
n*cd  in  domestic  economy,  confectionair, 
&c.  on  acconnl  of  its  SaTOur;  bnl  it  ii 
ftlso  Qicful  as  a  condiment. 

The  officinal  preparations  of  this  lub- 
■tauce  are  the  ufiu,  the  clenm,  and  the  qii- 
n'liu  rami.  Tbe  spirit,  aweetened  with  su- 
gar, is  taken  in  Germany  as  a  dram.  Cara- 
way in  substance,  or  In  the  form  of  oil, 
cnten  a*  an  adjuTsnt,  or  correctircv  into 
various  officinal  preparations ;  as  the  con- 
fection of  opium,  uf  rue,  and  ofscammony : 
the  compound  tine'         '        ' 


CKnandnuB  iiijimm,  er  CariaBder 

{fig.  iaa,e.) 

Thii  is  Ibe  xopmnnr  of  Hlppocrat«t.  It 
is  mentioned  also  b;  Pliny  and  Dioscoridet. 

It  is  a  native  of  the  ionth  of  Europe, 
and  is  cnlliialed  in  Essri.  Tbe  ripe  fmit 
{i(»iiiio,or^iTir(iiicnririndri),  as  met  with  in 
the  shops,  is  globular,  about  the  size  of 


hemispherical  carpella,  adherent  by  ibelr 
concave  surfaces.  Each  carpellum  ha* 
fire  primary  ridg^*!  which  are  deprested 
and  waTy;  and  four  secondary  ridna, 
more  prominent  and  carina  te.  The 
channels  arc  without  vitla?,  but  tbe  com- 
missure  has  two.    The  odour  of  coriander 

By  distillation,  a  volatile  oil  is  obtained ; 
on   litis  the  odour,  taste,  and   medicinal 

fropcTlies  of  the  fruit  depend.  It  reside* 
I  tbe  vitlK  of  the  pericarp. 

Tbe  effects  and  uses  of  coriander  are 
similar  to  those  of  the  preceding  fruits. 
Cullen  considered  it  as  more  powerfully 
correcting  the  odour  and  taste  of  senna 
than  any  other  aromatic;  and  hence  at  one 
time  it  was  a  constituent  of  the  compound 
infusion  of  seniAi,  iboogh  now  ginger  is 
iubstitattd  for  it. 

There  are  no  distinct  preparations  of 
coriander:  bat  it  enters  into  one  officinal 
compound — namely,  confection  of  unna. 

Besides  its  medical  uses,  coriander  is 
employed  hy  confectioners  and  distillers. 


Camim 


<T  Cumin, 


This  plant  is  mentioned  in  both  the 
Old  and  New  Testament,  and  by  Hippo- 
crates, who  calls  it  laiiunii  mAnuiiir.  It 
is  also  noticed  by  Pliny  and  Diuscorides. 

It  is  a  native  of  j£gypt,  where,  as  well 
as  at  Sicily  and  Malta,  it  is  cultirated, 
and  from  wbich  place  all  the  cumin  of 
commerce  is  brought.  The  ripe  carpella 
(Moi-iifl,  or/rac(us  cumioi)  are  larger  than 
anise,  and  of  a  light  lirown  colour.  Each 
carpellum  has  five  primary  ridges,  which 
are  filiform,  and  fomished  with  very  fine 
prickles.  The  fonr  secondary  ridgei  are 
prominent  and  prickly.  Under  each  of 
these  is  one  vitta. 

Like  the  preceding  Dmbelliferout  fmit, 
cumin  yields  a  f olalile  oil  (uftum  ctuniiu}  by 
distillation. 

Its  medicinal  properties  and  uses  are 
similar  to  the  substances  of  this  family 
already  described.  As  there  ia  now  no 
preparation  of  cumin  in  the  new  Fbarmo- 
copinia  (the  emplastrum  cnmini  of  Ibe 
preceding  editions  being  omitted),  I  am 
surprised  thai  tbe  Colltse  has  still  retained 
this  substance  in  ihc  list  of  tlie  m«.<Avia. 
medica.     It  is  piinct^X^   «iDi2\vja&  \Q. 
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Uatieui  Canta ;   ihtCamt,  the   [lain,  mnd   ehaoge    the  action  o/jl- 

The  carml  l.Iaul  ia  too  well  known  to  coudiUoned,  phaged^Dic,    ■lougbing,  nl 

ruiuire  much  <U«:riplion.      Hippocr.!*.  Mii«r.,ui.  nlcen.     If  pnt«ml  by  mnri. 

.,K-ali.  ..r  the  >«««,Vhkh  «.me  ^>id«  «™|.«-g  Ih.  r™t^  .t  i.  """h  "»«  •ti» 

to  Ik-  the  Alhtmniita cntcnsi.,  whose  fruit  '»""■  •"''  "  "ometimei  applied  to cbmrF^ 

^rtz'™r*rnr.h.e„.ot...  7fF-«.--H,  ^i„  .«,<  „f  * 

For  medicinal  u-m  we  empl..,  the  wrU-  »''7'-  JJl*/""'  "  f""  "'"  \""  '"'»• 

known  root  and  the  f>nit.  «'»  ■half  long,  brown.  oTal,  conrent 

(a.)  R«U,  rf-Mi—Carrot-root    con>ii.b  "".*  -de,   flat  on   the   nther.     T^tn 

mrnciiMlW  of  lignm,  sugar,  starch,  a  to.  pn">Qr»   ndgn  arc  filifono  and  bnilh; 

latilBandlixtdotl,iic>luiirinRmutler,and  '^f"  of  ihem   occupy    the  conre*  \mi, 

a  super-nialate  of   lime.      Wnckcnn.der  the  remaining  Iwo  are  on  the  plane  of* 

obtained    lialf   a    drathm    of   coluurl™  commissure  of  the  caipellani.    The  Urn 

a-tiiLTial  oil  .ml  of  thinv-foiir  pounds  of  secondary   ridge,   are   much    laign  tal 

thefnshnHit:  it  had  a  peculiar  peuctmt-  "?""  prominenl  Ihan  the  pnroarj  niJ»i 

ing  odour,  and  an  unpkosant  lasle.    The  thov  are  fumishL-d  with  pnckles.    Laito 

wpresseil  juice,  cvaporatcl  to  drynew,  is  ™.h  "f  the  Kc.ndnrj  ndge*  is  a  Titt»,»«i 

wimnosed,  according  to  the  same  autho-  ""  ,'P«  P!""=  ,"'  the  commiMure  an  tw", 

jjly'uf                     "  making  in  all  su.     The  udouris  pecnliii 

,:'       .  „.     .,                  .,,  and  aromaiie,  the  tiute  bitur and ■» 

I n»TvstaUi«able  si.^ar.  w.lh  some  „^ dihtilUtion, a.olatile  ..il  >.  pmennd. 

Klart-h  and  mahc  acid    93  71  -^.^^j  r,uU  exert,  a  similar  iaflDna 

Albumen    ..■■■■■■■ ••■■     1*'  „vcr  the  ■jatem  t«  the  bcruie-mcntioari 

Jixcdoil  mixed«ilhsooic«'thc-  u.nbellifer^s  fhiits;   hut  it   i.   •app<Md 

n  J"     "'.  ■.,■■■  •  ir  '  "  : i,*  to  act  more  particularly  on   the  uriint 

Red  crystnll.Kahlc  resinous  .ub.  organsaiid  isin^n.csM^noerecommenii 

«tancc{«irj«j»)    ............     0-34  j„Vme  nephritic complninta. 

Ashm  composed  of  alumina,  time,  '                   *^ 

and  iron   A 0-60  FauieuUm  lutsart :  eammonfnvi            ' 

,,Mi,iB.  It  growi  wild  in  the  sonlh  of  Enni|K. 

IWWI  ^,|p  fi^jj   («m™  /ir«if.,(i   i-uf^o™  of  Ibr 

lly  the  action  of  alkiUIci  on  the  lifcncou*  ihnpt)  i>  warcely  tiro  lines  long,  oral,  and 

tissue  of  tbo  carmt,  Hracnunut  procured  of  n  dnrk  or  blackish  aapcct.     Each  tl^ 

]^lie  arid.  pcllum  has  Bte  nbtuacly- keeled  pale  jel- 

Thc  dicldical  uMw  of  this  mot  are  well  Wish    grey    primary   ridgo.      Id   eecb 

known.    In  medicine  we  xoraclimcs  cm.  channel  1*  one  rilta,  {im  wbich  the  bniai 

ploy  It  in   the  preparation  ■>r  a  pouUice,  colour  i>r  the  channel  de{>eiid>),  and  dd  the 

(he  niirpiiHHa  daiiei  of  tile  Dublin  Plinr-  plane  of  the  commi^iiurc  are  two.    The 

mncopnria.     It  in  prepitrrd  br  boiling  the  oil,obtnined  IVuni  the'  fruit  bv  diiiillatian, 

mot  in  water  until  tl   bvcoinc  tnft  cimtigh  In  cnllcd  in  the  nhopi  the  ail  if  nilil  Jnmit. 

to  form  a  catnplosin.     In  ihis  slate  il  is  I'lic  fruii  of  this  spevie*  i*  not  uKd  in  bc- 

uscd  to  correct  tlic  foMid  discharge,  allay  dicinc. 


FERULA  ASAFfETIDA. 
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F<riiuulnm  Jnlet. 

Slow*  fenatl  in  by  totne  rejt«rdod  ftn  a  tb- 
Ti«V  of  the  preceding  specie*;  but  Decan- 
dolle  comiden  it  ■  dislincf  specie".  Itsfniit 
!■  much  lunger,  some  of  Ihc  specimeiu 
heing-  nearly  fire  lines  in  length,  leu 
comprcsaeil.  snniewbat  curved,  and  paler, 
tfaaa  the  kind  hcfore- mentioned,  with  a 
greenish  tinfte.  The  oil  obtained  from  it  is 
cmllrd  the  nil  i/nntt/ennrl. 

The  eflects  and  uses  ot  sweet  Tennel  ore 
•imilar  to  those  ot  the  hefore- mentioned 
unibetlircTX.  Tbennlynfficinal preparation 
is  die  a;ua  famculi ;  but  the  frnil  enters 
Into  tbeeuiDposiliiinnrsomeartbcpra-pa- 
rkt« — as  the  confection  of  Hack  pepper 
and  spiritus  juDlperi  cotnpositus. 
Ftrula  Atafirtldi. 

HiHeni.—tl  ia  iincorlain  at  what  period 
MtafixtiiU  was  cither  first  known  or  de- 
acribed.  The  difficulty  in  delermining 
its  history  arises  from  the  uncertainty  as 
tn  ihe  ancient  Hjnonymes  of  this  hiibstancc. 
Hippocratc*,  Thcophraslus,  and  Diosco- 
rides,  speak  of  a  plant  which  they 
term  iriA^iai',  and  which  is  snpixiKcd  by 
■omo  to  b«  the  plant  yielding  the  anafce. 
tide.  In  the  scholiHof  Aristophanes  the 
discorery  of  this  pinnt  is  ntlribuled  to  one 
Aristaius,  about  617  years  before  Chrinl, — 
K  dale  which,  as  Sprengel  obscncs,  agrees 
very  well  with  the  statement  of  Thco- 
phraslus  and  Pliny,  who  tcU  us  lascrpi- 
tiom,  orsilphiuin,  was  known  seven  yean 
before  the  foundation  ot  Cyrenc)  Ihal  is, 
six  hundred  yean  befurc  the  birth  of 
Christ. 

From  silpfaium  was  obtained,  by  scari- 
^injt  the  root  or  principal  slem,  a  juice 
whidi  was  termed  Liur,  and.  when  ob- 
tained from  plants  growing  in  t'vrene, 
IheiNrniiriyrni'iinif.  In  the  lime  of  Pliny, 
howcTcr,  the  Cyrenaic  juice  was  no  longer 
procurable.  "  For  many  years,"  says  this 
writer,  "  this  jilant  has  not  been  found  in 
Cyrenaica,  because  the  publicans  [or 
brmcrs]  who  rent  the  pastures,  finding  it 
more  pmfilable,  destmr  it  as  fond  for  cat- 
tle. One  stalk  only,  hiund  in  our  days, 
WIS  si-nt  lo  Ihc  emperor  Nero.  We 
mav  know  when  entile  meet  with  yonng 
sh'Ots  of  it,  by  tlicslecpirffnf  Ihe.hecp 
when  thoy  have  calcn  i(,  and  the  sneezing 
of  the  goals.  For  a  long  time  pas  I  tile 
only  laser  hrouRhl  In  us  is  Ihal  which  li 
produced    abuitdanlly    in    Persia,    Media, 


is  far  infciior  to  the 


'Several  reasons  have  led  to  the  belief 
that  the  burr  of  the  ancients  is  identical 
with  our  asafcelida.  Geoff'roy  has  sum- 
tried  up  these  so  briefly,  that  1  cannot  do 
belter  than  quote  him.  "  Forasmuch  as 
it  Is  now  almost  nnivenally  agrved,  that 


Penia  Is  ihe  native  soi(  of  laser  and  of 
esaroetida ;  that  the  use  of  this  at  present 
among  the  Indians,  is  ihe  same  with  the 
use  of  laser  among  At  ancients ;  thai  their 
esteem  for  it  is  the  same;  that  asafcflida 
is  at  this  lime  prepared  in  Persia  entirely 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  juice  of  sifl 
phium  was  formerly;  and  lastly,  Ibat  Iha 
juice  of  the  Cyrenaic  sitphiuni  only  dit- 
fen  fVnm  the  Percian  in  mildness  of  smell. 
Wc  may  certainly  conclude  that  the  sil. 
phnm,  laser,  and  succus  Cyrenaicos  of 
the  ancients,  and  the  asaftelida  of  our 
shops,  are  not  juieea  of  distinct  kinds,  but 
Ihe  same,  diOcting  very  tilllc  from  each 

Lieut.  Bnrne",  in  his  "  TmrrU  in  AA. 
*flra,"sBTs — "  that  at  Ihc  pass  of  'Dundan 
Shiknn,-  or  Ihe  '  Tooth -breaker,'  "  we 
found  ihc  asafntida  plant  in  enuhcrance, 
and  which  our  fellow. travellers  ate  wllh 
great  relish.  The  plant,  I  believe,  is  the 
■ilphiiim  of  Alexander's  historians,  for  the 
sheep  cropped  il  roosl  greedily,  and  the 
people  consider  it  nulritlous." 

Aly  friend,  Jlr.  Rnylc,  thinks  that  from 
' if  Pmngospahularia, 


ical  liiUory.  —  The  plant  yielding 
asafffltida  was  first  accurately  determined 
by  Ksmpfcr  in  l(iB7,  and  Ihe  description 
of  it  publi-^bed  in  ITI'J.  He  terms  it 
Ferula  Asafstida.     Dr.  Royle  thinks  It 

fnibuble  that  more  than  one  species  of 
erula  yields  this  gum  resin  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Persia,  Caubrel,  and  Uuk- 

Perula  Asafielida  ia  a  native  of  Penia, 
growing  in  abundance  on  the  tnounlains 
of  Chorasan  and  Ijiar.  Lieut.  Barnes 
found  il  at  an  elevation  of  TOOU  feet  on  the 
Hindoo  Koosh.  The  tool  is  perennial, 
large,  black  cittenially,  white  internally, 
and  flMed  with  a  milky  alliaceous  juice : 
near  the  lop  it  is  beset  with  many  strong 
rigid  fibres.  It  continues  manyyean  in 
the  earth,  increasing  In  bulk.  'The  stem 
is  round,  simple,  and  attains  a  height 
usually  of  6  »r  0  feel  (R  or  10,  according 
to  Bnmcs).  Tlic  radical  leaves  are  pinnate, 
wilh  sinuated  pinnula>:  in  ri^rd  lo  their 
shape,  Ka>m]ifer  compares  Ihem  to  the 
leaves  of  Pawnia  officinalis,  hut  in  colour 
andntberrespeclsthcvrcseDihieUgusticum 
Levislicum.  or  Lovnge.  The  umbel  is 
uiany  rayed,  and  without  involucra. 

PriTiiiniinm. — Asafcelida  is  prepared  by 
making  iraDsverae  incisions  into  the  upper 
nart  of  the  root ;  Ibc  footsMlks  of  the 
leaies  and  Ibe  fibres  at  the  niot,  having 
having  been  removed  some  weeks  previ- 
ously. The  milky  Juice  which  exudes,  il, 
after  somo  days,  scraped  off,  placed  in 
cups,  and  bardened  in  l,he  auu. 
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Phytical  prcperties,  —  I  am  acquainted  burning  in  the  air  with  ft  white  flaiiie,ad 

with  two  varieties  only  of  asafoetida,  but  the  eTolution  of  much  smoke. 
Martius  descril>cs  tliree.  Chemical  eompotition. — The  most  impoit- 

(a.)  Asafatida  in  the  tear:  atafcetida  in  ant  constituents  of  osafcEtida  are  ? ohtik 

granis  seii  'in  /ac^rvmii.— This  kind  occurs  oil,  resin,  and  g^um.     The  active  princi|dci 

in  distinct,  roundifih,   flattened   or  oral  are  the  oil  and  the  resin.    It  has  been  aat- 

tears,  and  also  in  irregular  pieces  ran'ing  lysed  by  Trommsdorf,  Sleissner,  Pellctid; 

from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  uf  a  wafnnt,  and  Brandes :  the  most  elaborate  analnii 

of  a  yellow  or  brownish  yellow  colour  ex-  is  that  made  by  the  latter  chemist.    Fraa 

ternally,  but  white  internally.    This  kind  the  large  quantity  of  saline  matters  w\aA 

is  rare*  he  found,  he  called  osafretida  a  saline g^m- 

{b.)  AwfartiiUi  in  the  ma$s:  lump  asufaiida :  resin.     Pclietier's  analysis,  which,  on  ic> 

afafdtiilu  in  ma»sis, — This  variety  is  that  count  of  its  conciseness,   I   shall  quote, 

usually  met  with  in  the  shops.     It  occurs  agrees  for  the  most  part  with  Brandts', 

in    variable    sized    masses,  of  irregular  biit  it  is  not  so  detailed,   and  the  saliaB 

forms,  and  having  a  riHldish  or  brownish  constituents  are  not  so  fully  made  oat. 

yellow  colour.    Frequently  these  masses         Re»\n     m-flO 

are  observed  to  bo  made  up  of  the  before-         Gum  '""*'" '^ ilhu 

mentioned  tears,  agglutinated  by  a  reddish         R««-«H'n'«.' ' 1 122 

brown  substance :  these  form  that  kind  of        Volatile  oil' sS 

a.aftetida  sometimes  denominated  amygda.        Supermalate  oflimeiandVoii '*    0^ 
hud  {iiMiJa'tida  amugdalindtv).  '^  j  -"    

31artiuK  describes  a  third  kind  of  asa-  ino-nu 

fcrtida,  under  the  name  of  autfcciidn  peirtra.  imniu 

lie  says  it  occurs  in  irregular  more  or  less         1.  Volatile  oil  of  amfaetida. — This  is  ob- 

angular  pieces,  and  externally  resembles  tained  by  distilling  asafnetida  with  either 

dolomite.  water  or  alcohol.     It  is  on  this  princi|di 

Both  the  abov^  varieties  agree  in  certain  that  the  odour  of  this  gum-resin  depeodi. 
properties.  Thus  their  taste  is  acrid  and  It  is  lighter  than  water,  and  is  at  first  co- 
bitter,  and  their  odonr  strong,  alliaceous  loarles^  but  by  exposure  to  the  air  sr- 
and  peculiar;  to  most  persons  lieing  re-  quires  a  yellow  tinge.  It  dissidves  in  all 
markably  disagreeable,  whence  the  (ier-  prop.ortions  in  alcohol  and  a>ther,  but  le- 
maiishavedcnouiinated  asaffPtida,  T()i/V/j(-  quires  more  than  200  times  its  weight  of 
dreck,  or  sternu  DitiMi ;  in  ]dain  English,  water  to  dissolve  it.  Its  taste  is  at  fint 
DfiH'.sdnng.  However,  this  dislike  to  the  mild,  then  bitter  and  acrid;  its  odonr  is 
odour  of  asafoilida  is  not  universal :  some  very  strong.  It  evaporates  very  quickly, 
of  the  Asiatics  Ix^ing  exceedingly  fond  of  and  soon  fills  a  lai^e  room  with  its  iidonV. 
this  drug,  taking  it  with  their  f«>od  as  a  Sulphur,  and  probably  phosphorus,  are 
condiment,  or  using  it  to  flavour  their  among  its  elementary  'constituent^.  The 
sauces,  or  even  eating  it  alone.  Hence  presence  of  sulphur  in  asafoctida  is  shown 
among  some  of  the  older  writers  wc  find  in  various  ways :  thus  i f  chloride  of  barinm 
it  denominated  Cdtf.>  dcotum^'—J'oiHl  itf'  the  be  added  to  water  distilled  from  asafoetida, 
(hnh.  Captain  31.  Kinnier  tells  us  that  in  and  likewise  a  little  chlorine,  the  sulphur 
Persia  the  leaves  of  the  plant  are  eaten  iM'eomrsgradu.illy  acidified,  ami  after  some 
like  common  greens,  as  is  the  root  when  time  a  preeipilate  of  sulphate  of  baryta  is 
roasted :  and  Lieut.  Burnes,in  his  Travels  formed.  Moieovcr,  if  pills  made  of  asafcr- 
in  Bokhara,  sjicaking  of  asafoftida,  says,  tida  be  rolled  in  silver  leaf,  the  latter, 
"  in  the  fresh  state  it  has  the  same  abomi-  after  a  few  days,  is  blackened  by  the 
nable  smell;  yet  our  fellow  travellers  formation  «if  a  Milphuret  of  silver, 
greedily  devoured  it.*'  But  the  fiuidness  for  2.  Hcsin  of  ntntKitida, —  According  to 
this  substanet!  is  not  confined  to  the  A  sialics:  Brandes,  the  resiii  of  asafoetida  is  ol^  two 
for  1  am  assured  by  an  experit need  gastn»-  kinds:  one  insoluble,  the  other  soluble 
nonie,  that  the  finest  relish  which  a  beef  in  H?ther.  The  proptrrtion  of  the  first  to 
steak  can  possess,  may  be  comnuinii*ated  the  second  is  as  10  is  to  47-3«j.  When 
by  rubbing  the  gridiron  on  which  the  the  tincture  of  asaftrtida  is  added  to 
steak  is  to  he  cooked,  with  asaftetida.  water,  a  milky  mixture  is  formed  by  the 

The  fracture  of  asaftrtida  is  eonehoidal,  deposition  of  the  resin.  It  is  to  this  ivsin 
wliite,  or  milk-white,  with  a  waxy  lustre,  that  asaftelida  owes  its  property  of  redden- 
By  exposure  to  light  and  air,  the  nxvutly  ins:  when  eximsed  to  air  and  light.  Asaf(e> 
fraetun'd  surface  aequires  in  a  few  houre  tida  resin  is  distingriiished  from  other 
a  vioK-t  red,  or  neach-hlossom  n*d  colour;  resins  by  the  blue-coloured  layer  pro- 
but  after  some  days  or  weeks,  this  eolour  dnc*ed  wlienacid  solutions  of  it  arenentra- 
diminishes  in  intensity,  and  gradually  liscl  by  alkalies, 
passi's  into  a  reddish  or  hrownish  yelh»w.*         ;).  Gum  audhttuin-ine. — These  constituents 

Asafoetida  is  fusible  and  inflammable;     ogrce  in  being  insoluble  in  alcohol.    Bas- 
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•orine  differs  from  gum,  in  being  insoluble  of  their  secretions,  by  which  they  were 

in  water.  kept  for  two  days  in  an  infected  atmos- 

4.  Saline  and  other  cotutituenti, — According  phere,  possessing  a  more  horrible  degree  of 
to  Rrandes,  asafoetida  contains  a  conside-  foetidity  than  even  asafcstida  itself! 
rable  qnantity  of  saline  matter — namely,  Modus  operandi. — AsafoBtida,  or  its  odo- 
the  malates,  acetates,  sulphates,  and  phos-  rous  principle,  becomes  absorbed  by  the 
phates  of  potash  and  lime,  and  carbonate  veins,  though  slowly.  Flandrin  gave  half 
of  lime.  Oxydc  of  iron,  alumina,  phos-  a  pound  of  this  gum-resin  to  a  horse;  the 
phonis,  and  sand,  (silicic  acid)  are  also  animal  was  fed  as  usual,  and  killed  six- 
mentioned  by  him  among  the  constituents  teen  hours  afterwards.  The  odour  of  asa« 
of  asafoetida.  foetida  was  distinguished  in  the  veins  of 

SMubilitjf  rf  asafftida. — From   the  pre-  the  stomach,  of  the  small  intestine,  and 

ceding    account    of   the    constituents  of  the  cecum :  it  was  not  noticed  in   the 

asafoetida,  it  will  be  evident  that  neither  arterial  blood,  nor  in  the  lymph.      Tiede- 

"water  nor  alcohol  can  perfectly  dissolve  mann  and  Gmelin  were  not   successful 

this  substance:  the  first  will  not  act  on  in   their  search  for  it:    they  g^ve  two 

resin,  the  second  cannot  dissolve  the  gum.  drachms  of  asafoBtida  to  a  dog,  and  at  the 

Proof  spirit  is  one  of  the  best  solvents,  end  of  three  hours,  were  unable  to  recog- 

Alcohol  will  extract  all  the  active  matter  nisetheodourof  it  either  in  the  chyle  of  the 

of  asafoetida.  thoracic  duct,  or  in  the  blood  of  the  splenic 

Phjmohgieal  effects. — Asafoetida  is  usually  and  portal  veins :  but  they  detected  it  in 

placed  by  pharmacological  writers  among  the  stomach  and  small  intestines, 

those  remedies  which  thev  denominate  an-  In  farther  proof  of  the  opinion  that 

tispasmodics    or    stimulants.    Its    local  asafoetida  becomes  absorbed,  may  be  mcn- 

cffccts  are  moderate :  it  is  devoid  of  those  tioned  the  detection  of  the  odour  of  this 

acrid  and  irritating  properties  possessed  substance  in  the  secretions.    The  cxperi- 

hy  some  resins  and  gum-resins,  as  gam-  ence  of  MM.Trousscau  and  Pidoux  already 

boge,    euphorbium,  scammony,  &c.     In  related,  may  be  adduced  as  corroborative 

the    mouth,    as    already    mentioned,    it  of  this  statement.    We  are  told  that  the 

causes  a  sensation  of  heat,  and  the  same  transpiration  of  Asiatics  who  use  asafosti- 

effect,  accompanied  by  eructations,  is  ex-  da  daily, is  extremely  foetid.    Aristophanes, 

pericuced  in  tlie  stomach,  when  asafoetida  in   his  play  of  the   "  Knights,"   alludes 

18  swallowed.      In  Profes.sor  J('>rg  and  his  to  this  cirnmstance.    Vogt  says  that  the 

pupils  (males  and  females),  who  cndca-  secretions  from  carious  ulcers  sometimes 

▼cured  to  elucidate  the  effects  of  this  me-  smell  of  asafoetida,  when  this   substance 

dicine,  by  experiments  made  on    them-  has  been  taken  for  some  time, 

•elves,  doses  of  asafoetida  not  exceeding  a  Ute$.  —  As  before  stated,  asafoetida  is 

scruple,  caused  uneasiness  and  pain  of  the  employed  by  some  nations  on  account  of 

stomach,  increased  secretion  of  the  gastro-  its  flavour,    and    as  a  condiment.    The 

intestinal  membrane,  and  alvine  evacna-  Brahmins,  we  are  told,  use  it  against  fla- 

tions.    Tlie  pulse  was  increased  in  fre-  tulencc,  and  to  correct  the  ill  effects  of 

quency,  the  animal  heat  augmented,  the  their  vegetable  diet, 

respiration    quickened,    and    the    excre-  Medically,  it  is  principally  employed  in 

tions  from  the  bronchial  membrane  and  certain  diseases  which  have  l>een  usuallv 

f>kin  promoted.      A   very  constant   effect  termed  nervous,  or  spasmodic ;  from  which 

was  headache  and  giddiness.    The  urino-  circumstance  this  remedy  has  been  called 

genital  apparatus  appearefl  to  be  specifi-  an  antispasmodic. 

call?  affected,    for    we    are    told  in  the  1. — In  htmeria  and  hypoehondriatis,~^Few 

males    there    was    an    increase    of    the  remedies  have  deservedly  acquired  such 

▼enereal  feelings,  with  irritation  about  the  celebrity  in  hysteria  as  asafoetida.     Dr. 

glans  penis ;  while  in  the  females  the  cata>  CuUen  speaks  in  very  high  terms  of  it, 

menial  discharge  appeared  before  its  usual  and  I  believe  the  experience  of  most  prac- 

period,  and  uterine  pain  was  experienced,  titioners  corroborates  his  opinion  of  its 

These   stimulant  effects  of  asafoetida  virtues.    "  I  have  found  it,"  says  he,  **  to 

were  observed  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  be  the  most  powerful  in  all  hysteric  cases ; 

in  all  the  -nine  persons  experimented  on;  and  when  the  presence  of  an  hysteric  pa- 

and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  roxysm  prevented  medicines  being  taken 

dose  did  not,  in  any  one  case,  exceed  a  by  the  mouth,  1  have  found  it,  given  in 

scruple.      It    is  impossible  to    reconcile  clyster,  to  be  very  effectual."    The  patho- 

these  results  and  the  observation  of  practi-  logy  of  hysteria,'  and  the  modus  operandi  of 

tioners  generally,  with  the  statement  of  asafoetida,  arc  equally  involved  in  obscu- 

MM.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux,  who  tell  us  rity.    This  rcmeay  is  also  well  adapted  to 

that  they  have  taken  half  an  ounce  of  hypochondriacal   cases,  especially    when 

good  asafoetida  at  one  dose,  with  no  other  these  are  attended  with  flatulence, 

effect  than  that  of  altering  the    odour  2.  In  flatulent  eolie  of  h^«iVQl\'vc  ^^^ 


dialillltig  hjdrochlorate  of  _™„„„^  .„ 
Ixinate  of  potuh.  rwtilied  uniril,  »iin 
and  anfietidL  lu  do«e  is  liiniltno  lb 
hut  prejiantian. 

Galhanvm  tffieimU. 

^/iCvry.— GBlbmuiD  ia  mentiniifd  If 
Hipporrate*,  DioncorideF,  snd  Flint:  tk 
Iwii  Snt  iif  these  writer*  call  il  \ifji)^ 
DiMtiirides  m.VR  it  in  the  prnduel  ufl 
Ferula,  Kruwiiig  id  Syria;  but  the  jOdI 
hu  not  been  diwnrcrpd  Ijy  any  iif  lhe» 
inemn*  Irarrltcrs  wliu  hav«  risiicd  tki 
cmintry. 

n.«..Ninii  AiKurif.— Galhannm  hat  l<irl 
l<mg  p«riml  been  KUp])^*^^  ti.  be  tke  pni 
duct  of  BubuD  gnlbanuin  (6g.  1  Jl)i  ht\ 
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peptic  subject*,  nr  nf  Infimta,  few  remedira 
are  mnre  clfiraciona  than  amfmlida,  when 
the  [liscuc  IB  nnaceompanied  by  any 
marks  of  inflammalciry  action.  It  isftiTen 
with  grcnt  adiantnge  in  the  furm  of 
clyster. 

3.  /«  «/«■<;-.».  of  lU  r™ra(.'«  ..'(-.«,.— 

As  aMHTiiita  a  pmumed  tn  b«  expecto- 
rant, il  has  been  emphivcd  in  chnmie  ea- 
inrih;  and  is  uccasionally  benelicial,  espe- 
cially in  old  pcriiinii.  In  ;iurF),v  ipuimatir 
iiilhma — that  is,  in  asthma  uiiavcnnipanlvd 
with  any  aiipreeiiible  on;nnic  lesion  iif 
either  iieart  nr  liin|^  BI>I.  Trinisscau  and 
ridiiiiK  Hpeak  in  hijcli  terms  nf  the  clfeets 
of  aiafietiiln.  Culleii,  howcvi-r,  says  he 
has  selih>m  seen  it  cif  much  Hrriiert  and 
my  «|icriencc  culncidcs  with  liis.  In 
huiHHg  «>ii»Ji  it  i<  Bninetimes  benelicial,  liy 
dimlnlidiluit  both  the  vioUucE  ami  the 
lte<|neney  of  llic  attacks.  A*  a  renietly  tor 
r  nup  It  iwrdly  tlcsetves  niilice,  imlnith- 
atnndinit  the  cnminendatioiis  bestowed  nn 
It  hy  some  phvHieians. 

4.  JHKi('iw«jnr(n>iua<ar<vUdnhasl)mi 
eraplnycd  fnmi  a  Dutlnn  that  it  specin<'ally 
aBeetrd  the  niinib,— an  opinion  whicli  i* 
s'.ipportetl  hy  the  n'pnrts  of  3i'-TK'ti  female 

Supils,  that  it  bniu^ht  on  the  catnmeniitl 
i«-harKC  earlier  than  usual.  Kxpericncp, 
boisvter,  has  not  hern  much  in  favnur  nf 
till'  eminenn|{n|>ni'  o|H'ralii>n  of  nsgfn-lida 
when  this  rvmrtly  has  hn-n  empjoted  in 
diwosis,  "  Whelhctr  il  be  uwinfc."  nn 
Or.  <'ullen,  "  tii  the  imperfect  Htatc  in 
Wliii-li  we  Inn  frenuenlly  liuie  this  inidl- 
ciue,  or  to  snmewlint  in  the  nature  iif  the 
nmennrtbtnt,  I  nould  not  |>ositi»ely  dtler. 
■nine;  lint  this  is  HTtain.  that  I  liavererj 
wliliim  succeoildl  in  empliiying  the  asafn;. 
tidaas  an  emmrnaRORue.'' ' 

a.  Othrr  uin. — Then-  arc  many  cases  in 
which  the  henrflclal  elTfeti  of  HNafietiila 
have  been  iiceasionatly  nbserrrd  and  as. 
oencd,  soch  ns  in  worms,  rhcnmutie  and 
fpiuty  nfliN-tioDs,  curious  nlcers,  la: 

AdHiiBiilraliBit. — Asafirtida  is  frc<|uenllT 
Kiven  iu  substnnce,  in  the  form  of  iiillB,  in 
doses  ofniint  live  umins  to  a  scruple.  The 
trmpmiml  filh  el'  fiUaniim  c.intaiD,  bBsiilri 
Knibanum,  asufiKllda,  mvrrh.  and  caRDI'e' 
nnin.  1'li<y  mny  be  n'scil  in  the  sninc 
cit5C!i  OS  nsafirliiln,  and  in  thu  name  down. 
Itiit  in  hyslerieal  i-nscs,  as  will  as  in  Hatu. 
■rut  cidie,  where  we  want  nn  immediate 
eflW't,  the  asafnptidu  is  best  given  in  llie 
li(|nid  fiirm.  The  miilarr  «/'  ««/»<««  is 
one  fiirmof  exhibtlinfiit;  this  preparation 
is  ){i>'<'n  in  do^'s  of  flrnm  half  nn  mmee  to 

Iw nces.      Tlw    twelurr    <f  i'«lalidi 

wtiieh  is  rantlc  with  reelitfcd  spirit,  mny  be 
Hiven  in  doses  of  fh>m  half  a  drochni  tn 
two  ilmefains,  mixed  with  water,  which 
renders  it  milkv,  or  Mime  other  dilueni. 
The  fatidipiril  'if  ummoma  is  pri'pan-d  by 


Fia.  151.— Rnhut  Culiaium. 
a»  Mr. Hun  hnsjnstly  remarked,  Ihisplul 


"l«« 


iitll  n 


r  tlie  t« 


rirticsl 
tlui  fi 
Ls   nn    resemblance    wbatvvrr    to    thsl 
uiid  in  the  Rum." 

The   fruit  found  by  Mr.  Don  in  nlba- 
.._     ,. — .;.„. Bcnus.   irbu* 


inx  #.-iNn(«.      It  i 


alliei 


.    the. 


.  but  differs  "  csscmiallv  from  il  — 
tlie  absence  of  dorsal  resinifenmi  canib, 
and  Ihe  rummissiire  beinfc  furnished  «itb 
only  two."  or  course  a  description  uftbr 
pinul  is  yet  wautinf(. 

viilbuHUm  effkiaale  may  possibly  gmn  il 
snme  reoiute  and  iunecruitile  jttrt  »( 
Syria,  as  iiiKpnted  by  Mr.  Duo.  Ur. 
Itoyle  thinks  il  may  perhaps  be  a  natirrul 
the  nortiiem  parts  of  Persia,  or  of  Arabia. 

J'rrjiriniriiMf. — Galbonuui  is  raid  lo  be 
obtained  *■  partly  by  iu  spiintnneous  cxa- 
daliiin  fiom  tlie  joints  nf  the  stem,  but 
mure  fcenemlly,  and  in  greater  abundliKe, 
by  making  an  Ineision  in  the  stalk  a  few 
inches  abdve  the  root,  from  which  it  im> 
mediately  issues,  and  tuou  becomei  suS- 
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pientlj  concrete  to  be  gathered." —  Wood-  Varieties  and  -physical  -  properties.  —  Two 

mII#.  kinds  of  Sagapennm  are  occasionally  met 

Veuielies and  physical  properties, — Two  ra-  with:  the  tioest  consists  of  masses  made 

defies  of  galbanum  are  described.  up  of  agglutinated,  brownish-yellow, semi- 

1 .  Galbanum  in  the  tear :    Galbanum  in  transparent   tears,  and  resembling  galba- 

fmehrymis  sen  grants, — This  kind  of  galba-  nnm,  but  having  a  darker  colour  and  a 

BaiDy  which  is  ?ery  rare,  occurs  in  distinct,  more  alliaceous  odour.   A  commoner  kind 

rovindy  yellow,  or  brownish-yellow  tears,  of  sagapenum  occurs  in  soft,  tough  masses, 

Wcmeof  the  tears  in  my  collection  exceed  in  which  no  distinct  tears  are  distinguish- 

ta  size  that  of  a  pea.    The  fracture  is  able. 

SMibljr  resinous,  and  yellow.  Chemical  eanuxmtvm, — According  to  the 

2.  LMmp  galbanum :  Galbanum  in  massis.  analysis  of  Peiletier,  this  gum  resin  con- 

-^Xhis,  which  is  the  kind  usually  met  sists  of 

trith  in  commerce,  occurs  in  large  irre-  Resin                          S4^26 

Rilmr  masses,  of  a  yellow  or  brownish  co-  Gum 31*94 

ow,    and    composed     of    agglutinated  Malate  of  *  lime  * '  * '    0-40 

jaa«,..ome  of  wCich  have  a  whitish  frac-  Vott^L  oil  aTd  iVsi  uZ 

Sriti^nTlifm. ^l^t "^^  ^    ^     ""  °  P«^°"ar matter. ...    OiSO 

(lie  stem  or  some  plant.  n««-«^«^                    i.nn 

The  odour  of  both  kinds  is  the  same—  uassonne ■     ^^ 

Ebat  iS)  balsamic,  nnpleasant,  and  pecu-  inn*nA 

Smr,  very  different  to  that  of  asafoetida.  iwuu 

Hie  taste  is  hot,  acrid,  and  bitter.  Brandes  obtained  3*73  per  cent,  of  a 

Chemical  com/xMt/um.— This  gum 'resin  has  pale  yellow  volatile  oil,  which  was  lighter 

^een  analysed  by  Fiddechon,  by  Metssner,  than  water.    The  same  authority  tefis  us 

tad    bv  Peiletier.      The  latter   chemist  that  one  portion  only  of  the  resm  is  solu- 

|lTes  the  following  as  the  constituents : —  b!e  in  SBther. 

^^ 66*86  «f«?ti  and  uses  are  similar  to  those 

2J"r  ....•••  ^^  asafcBtida.    It  is  usually  considered  as 

Wood  and  'impuritiw  '•  '•  '•'.'.  i !  i     7*52  ^lolding  a  middle  rank  between  a^foetida 

S-permalateof  lime   traces.  ^:,f^^T'  Jnfl^^n  T^^SZ 

VoCtile  oU  and  loss 634  P^'^*^"  f  -V^®  confection  of  me  and  the 

w  v«u«<;  w**  »uu                               *^  compound  pills  of  galbanum. 

1 00*00  Dorema  Ammoniaeum. 

The  voUaile  oil,  which  is  obtained  by  Ai«tory.— Hippocrates  and  Dioscorides 

distilling  the  gum-resin  with  water,  is  de-  speak  of  iLti/MMyuuc6¥,  which  Pliny  terms 

isfibed  bj  Meissner  as  having  a  specific  Hamsnoniacum.    The  latter  author  tells  us 

cniTity  of  0  9 12,  and  being  readily  soluble  that  the  plant  yielding  it  is  called  meiopion^ 

m  spirit,  sBther,  and  fixed  oils.    The  resin  and  that  it  grows  in  that  part  of  Africa 

ii  described  as  having  the  singular  property  which  is  subject  to  iBlhiopia,  near  the 

of  yielding  an  indigo  blue  oil  when  heated  temple  of  Jupiter  Hammon  (or  Ammon). 

to  248^  F.,  or  266''  F.  which,  as  well  as  the  gum  resin,  received 

Phytiologieal  effects  and  tM«t.-~Oalbannm  its  name  from  &/1/10T,  sand,   on    account 

Is  leas  powerful  than  asafcetida,  but  its  of  the  sandy  soil  of  the  country, 

operation  is  of  the  same  kind.    The  uses  Dioscorides  saya  ammoniaeum  is  ob« 

m  the  two  gum-resins  are  the  same ;  the  tained  from  a  species  of  Ferula,  which  he 

mo6tm  of  exhibition  are  also  similar.    The  calU  dycurvXATf,  growing  in  Cyrene.    Mr. 

odIv  preparations   bearing  the  name  of  Don  thinks  that  Dioscorides  "  was  alto- 

gsltenum  in  the  London  Pharmaoopasia  gather  mistaken  as  to  its  native  country, 

are  the  compound  pills  of  galbanum^  and  the  and  that    the    name   Ammoniaeum,  or 

fUut^  qfgalbamim.    In  the  Dublin  Phar-  Armeniacum,  as  it  is  indifferently  writ- 

■lacopoeia  there  is  a  tincture  rf  galbanum,  ten,  is  reaJly  a  corruption  of  Armeniacum." 

made  with  proof  spirit  I  eannot    agree    with  Mr.  Don   in  this 

9     c     '         \  opinion  :   Uiat  a  substance  bearing  the 

Ferula ?    {Sagapenum),  name  of  ammoniaeum  is  produced  from  a 

Hieiory.  —  Hippocrates  and  Diosoorides  plant  growing  in  that  part  of  Africa  alluded 

speak  ot  ^oyovifrar.    Pliny  calls  it  Sseo-  to  by  both  Dioscorides  and  Pliny,  is  proved 

jHMliiia.  by  Mr.  Jackson,  in  his  account  of  Mo- 

BatMieal  History  — The  plant  yielding  it  rooeo ;  who  also  says,  that  as  this  ammo- 
lias  been  conjectured  to  be  the  Ferula  per-  nlacnm,  by  falling  on  the  ground,  becomes 
sica,  but  without  sufficient  evidence :  Uiat  mixed  vrith  a  red  earth,  it  does  not  suit 
ii  is  one  of  the  UmbiUliferaB  there  can  be  but  the  London  market 
little  donbt  It  is,  perhaps,  a  species  of  Botanical  higtory. — For  some  years  am- 
Femla^as  stated  by  Dioscorides.  moniacnm  was  supposed  to  b«VKA^c^^ 

479.— XIX.  1  X 
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by  the  Heracleum  gummiferom  ;  a  species 
first  described  by  Willdenow,  who  ob- 
tained it  by  sowing  the  umbelliferoos  fruit 
found  in  the  ammoniacnm  of  commerce. 
Mr.  Don,  however,  has  ascertained  that 
the  plant  yielding  this  gum  resin  belongs 
to  an  hitherto  undescribed  genus,  to  which 
he  has  given  the  name  Dorema  (fntm 
Zofnifia,  a  gift,  or  benefit);  the  species  he 
has  termed  Ammoniacum. 

Dorema  Ammoniacum  grows  abundantly 
without  cultivation,  in  Persia,  in  the 
province  of  Irak,  over  the  arid  plains  in 
the  vicinity  of  Jezu'.l-Rhast.  Mr.  Don 
gives  the  following  as  its  essential  charac- 
ters:— **  Disk  epigynous,  cup-shaped; 
achenia  compressed,  ed^ed,  with  three 
distinct,  intermediate,  filiform  costse. 
Univittate  channels.  Commissure  quadro- 
▼ittate." 

Entractbiu — The  gum-resin  is  so  abun- 
dant, according  to  Captain  Hart,  "  that, 
upon  the  slightest  puncture  being  made, 
it  instantly  oozes  forth,  even  at  the  ends 
of  the  leaves.  When  the  plant  has  at- 
tained perfection,  innumerable  beetles, 
armed  with  an  anterior  and  posterior 
probe  of  half  an  inch  in  length,  pierce  it 
in  all  directions;  it  soon  l}ecomesdry,and 
is  then  picked  off,  and  sent  vid  Bushirc  to 
India  and  rarious  parts  of  the  world,  and 
is  an  article  of  considerable  export." 

Varieties  and  phif steal  properties, — Ammo- 
niacum  is  brougfit  from  the  East  Indies 
and  the  Levant,  in  chests  and  cases.  Two 
varieties  of  it  are  known  in  commerce: — 

1.  Ammoniacum  in  the  f far. —This  kind 
occurs  in  distinct  dry  tears,  of  an  irregular 
form,  externally  yeflow,  internally  white, 
opaque,  with  a  vitreous  fracture. 

2.  Lump  ammoniacum.  —  This  occnrs  in 
large  masses  composed  of  agglutinated 
tears,  of  a  yellow  colour  externally,  whitish 
niternaliy.  It  is  sometimes  very  impure, 
and  of  a  plastic  consistence. 

Both  kinds  have  a  faint,  unpleasant, 
peculiar  odour, — a  bitter,  nauseous,  acrid 
taste. 

Chemical  compoMtvm,  —  This  g^m   resin 
has  been  analysed  by  Calmeyer,  Bracon- 
not,  and   Bucholz.      Braconnot  says  its 
constituents  are- 
Resin    70* 

<}um 18  4 

Gluteniform  matter,  insoluble  in 

water  and  alcohol 4*4 

Water 6- 

Loss 1*2 

lOO.O 


all  the  cases  in  which  they  have  e«|M 
it,  it  had  no  stimnlant  effect  either  Uil 
or  general.  **  We  have  taken,**  stv  ikfli 
authors,  **  two  drachms  of  this  takitaB 
at  once,  witbont  experiencing  any  of  ttai 
accidents  complaisantly  indicated  by» 
thors.'*  I  would  remark,  however,  Iki 
the  local  irritation  produced  by  the  pl«K 
of  ammoniacnm  is  known  to  most  fo^ 
tioners, — a  papular  eruption  being  a  fi» 
quent  result  of  the  application  of  tlii 
agent. 

The  uses  of  ammoniacnm  are  the  amu 
those  of  asafoetida.     The  former  (i 
niacum)  is  principally  employed  i 

pectorant  in  chronic  catarrhs  and 

tic  cases  of  old  persons ;  and  at  a  fr 
cutient. 

We  may  give  this  grum  re«in  ia  mtmrnk 
in  the  form  of  pills,  in  doses  of  tts  a 
fifteen  grains  ;  or  it  may  be  saspesde^ii 
water,as  in  themuftireo/'ajiimMiwm,wUik 
is  administered  in  doses  of  one  or  tnM 
ounces.  The  compound  pUU  of'  sjm^wd 
for  their  expectorant  and  diuretic  cfltai^ 
contain  this  substance  as  one  of  tfacif  eifr 
stituents.  The  plaster  of  ammomiaam  is  if- 
plied  to  indolent  tumors  and  chronic  ifi^ 
tions  of  the  joints.  The  plaster  ^  «■» 
nuicum  vAth  mercury  is  employed  in  VMS' 
real  cases;  for  example,  to  bnboes,t0|» 
mote  their  dispersion,  and  to  vsbM 
nodes. 

Opoponeuc  Ckironium* 

Theophrastus  mentions  four,  Diosewito 
three,  kinds  of  vivaircy.  The  latter  of  ihm 
writers  has  given  a  good  account  of  Ops^ 
ponax,  which  he  says  is   proconsd  fisB 

The  Opoponax  plant,  Opaponai  ckirmwm, 
is  a  native  of  the  south  of  Earope  and  of 
Asia  Minor.  According  to  Dioseoridev 
whose  account  is  probably  correct^  this 
gum  resin  is  obtained  by  incisions  into  the 
root :  a  milky  juice  exudes,  which  in  div- 
ing acquires  a  vellow  colour. 

It  occurs  in  irregular  pieces  or  lean,  of 
a  reddish-yellow  colour,  with  an  acridl 
bitter  taste  and  an  unpleasant  odoar. 

According  to  Pelletier,  it  consists  of— 

Resin • 48* 

Gum 33-4 

Starch    44 

Extractive H 

Wax 0-3 

Malic  acid     S  8 

Lignin  S-S 

Volatile  oil  and    loss,    with{  .^ 

traces  of  caoutchouc { 


The  physioiogieal  effects  of  this  gum  resin  100  0 

are  similar  to,  though  less  powerful  than,  Its  effects  are  analogous  to  the  other 

those    of   asafoetida   already    mentioned,  fcetid  gums,  but  it  is  very  rarely,  if  ever, 

MM.  Trousseau  and  Pidoux  assert  that  in  employed. 
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WITH 

**  Rough  Leates"  from  his  Case-Book. 
By  R.  Macleod,  M.D. 


A1.THOUOH  I  hare  not  jet  had  the  satis- 
Cietion  of  seeing'  reports  of  the  results 
•r  their  practice  from  any  other  of  the 
■tedical  officers  of  the  metropolitan 
bospitals,,  and  although  I  have  no- 
Aing*  of  especial  interest  to  6ommuni- 
nte  on  the  present  occasion,  yet  I  am 

e willing  to  discontinue  the  contribu- 
11  of  my  mite  towards  the  sum  of 
'i||Uistical  information  which  would 
fipf  f  dily  be  amassed,  were  any  general 

gstem  of  constructing  and  giving  pub. 
ity  to  such  documents,  adopted. 
Many  of  the  cases  in  the  subjoined 
tftbles  nave  been  highly  instructive,  and 
f^keiT  progress  has  been  regarded  as 
■o^  by  numerous  gentlemen  attend. 
UBIf  the  practice  of  the  hospital ;  but 
as  the  detail  of  individual  cases  would 
be  fatiguing  to  those  who  did  not  wit- 
■CSS  ibem,  I  have  confined  myself  to 
stating  the  general  results,  and  ad- 
ducing a  few  examples,  in  which  some 
important  pathological  or  practical  point 
is  illustrated. 

On  the  Ut  of  January,  1836,  the  pa- 
tieols  in  the  hospital,  under  mycare, 
amounted  to 23 

There  have  since  been  admitted . .  254 

Total  to  be  accounted  for  •  •  •  •  277 

Of  the  above  cases  there  have  been 

cored 168 

Kelieved   35 

Complaints  stationary   10 

Transferred  to  surgeon 4 

Dead 38 

Remain  under  treatment 22 

Total 277 

The  deaths  have  resulted  flrom  the 
following  diseases,  and  at  the  follow. 
ing  ages  :— 

O  iganic  affections  of  the  heart,  with 
drops3r<»8.    Ages,  17,  20,  21,  30, 
55,56,61,65. 
.    Without  dropsy — 1.    Age,  56b 

Pbthisa»-6.  Ages,  18,  35, 48,  50, 60, 
61. 


Bronchiti8^2.    Ages,  60, 72. 
Pleuritis— 2.     Ages,  19, 45. 
Sloughy  abscess  of  lung — 1.    Age,  30. 
Granular  liver,  with  drop8y->4.  Ages, 

32,  34,  60,  60. 
Fatty  enlargement  of  liver,  without 

dropsy — 1.    Age,  49. 
Acute  cerebral  disease,   with    serous 

effusion— 3.    Ages,  26,  35.  5a 
Ditto,  with  sanguineous  effusion — 1. 

Age,  48. 
Erysipelas— 2.    Ages,  43, 46. 
Schirrus  of  pylorus — 1.   Age,  56. 
Dysentery — 1.    Age,  55. 
Disease  of  kidney,  with  dropsy — 1. 

Age,  38. 
Dropsy,  apparently  unconnected  with 

organic  disease-^1.    Age,  56. 
Encephaloid  tumor  in  pelvis,  with 

dropsy — 1.    Age,  36. 
Poisoning  with  arsenic  —  2.    Ages, 

23,25. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  ages 
of  the  277  patients  treated  in  1836,  and 
the  number  of  deaths  in  each  decimal 
period. 

Death«. 

Under  10  •  •  •  •  5  •  •  •  •  0 

Between  10  and  20  ••••  42  ••••  3 

20    ••    30  ••••  80     •••  5 

30    ••    40  ••••  67  ••••  8 

40    ..    50  ••••  39  ••••  6 

50    ••    60     •••  29  ••••  8 

60    ..    70  ••••  12  ••••  7 

• .        70    •  •    80  ••••  2*»«»  1 

80    ••    90  •• ••  1  ••••  0 


Total 


277 


38 


The  increase  of  mortality  with  the 
advance  of  years  is  rendered  very  strik. 
ing  by  the  above  table.  Of  the  five 
deaths  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30, 
two  were  from  poisoning ;  and  if  we 
deduct  these,  so  as  to  retain  only  cases 
of  disease,  we  have  78  patients  yielding 
but  three  deaths  ;  whereas,  between  60 
and  70,  of  twelve  patients,  not  fewer 
\ban  seven  died^-tne  diseases  bein^r, 
organic  affections  of  the  heart,  witn 
dropsy,  2 ;  organic  affections  of  the 
liver,  with  dropsy,  2 ;  phthisis  pulmo- 
nalis, 2;  bronchitis,!. 

CESBBRAL  DISEA8ES~14. 

Apoplexy,  withhemiplegia,3.— Cured, 

2;  Dead,  1. 
Hemiplegia,  without  apoplexy  on  ad- 

mission,  4. — Relieved,  1 ;  Station* 

ary,  2;  Dead,  1. 
Inflammatory  affections  of  the  ence. 

phalon,  4.»Cured,  3 ;  Dead,  1. 
Epilepsy,  2l— Cured,  2. 
Mania  e  potu,  U^-CaRd^X* 
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Epilepsy  fratn  diseased  Bone.  left  temple.    Freely  pnrged.     S«napii9h 

,^-  ,       ,          ,.              i.  1    1     .     .!_  and  hvdriodale  of  potass  continued. 

Of  the  above  diseases  of  the  brani,  the  ^^01  this  time  the  fite  gndmllt  btcmt 

only   one   which   I  think  of  sufiicient  less  frequent  and  less  Tiolent,and  bad  ccaiei 

interest  to  give  in  detail,  was  epilepsy,  by  the  5th  of  March.     He  continued, bov. 

apparently  resulting  from  the  irritation  ever,  to  have  a  purulent  discharj^  fn» 

{)roduced  by  disease  extending  from  the  the  nose,  and  attacks  of  pain  in  die  fan- 

joncs  of  the  nose.     For  those  who  wit-  head  and  temples,  with  giddinrit;  ftr 

iiessed  the  intensity  of  the  symptoms,  which  he  had  leeches  repeatedlv  appM 

as  well  as  their  peculiarity,  in  the  vio-  ^^  »e^c~l  blisters,  always  with  nM 

lent  and  long.continued  rocking  moUon  The  sarsapanlla  and  hydriodate  of  pottM 

of  the  patient,  the  case  possessed  great  "^^^  J^^''''^'  ''''^l^  ^^'""u  ^'"t 

interest^    So  far  as  can  Te  judgedf^e  ^^r^drh^d^/rjtt^od'^^^^ 

recovery  was  owing  to  the  gradual  in-  ^^^  „„^h  impro^Sa. 

fluencc  produced  by  the  sarsaparilla  and  May  I6lh.— A  considerable  qnaDtityof 

iodide  of  potassium.  foetid  purulent  matter,  with  blood,  case 

r  1    10  loofi      T  1.    T            *  on   u  J  from    the»  right   nostril,    bat   no    htm 

Feb.  18,  1836.-John  Jones,  Bt.  29,  had  ^„,j  ^e  detected.     From   this  time  tk 

syphilis  two  years  ago,  for  which  he  ap-  discharge  diminished,    and  he  was  &- 

pears  to  have  taken  mercury  irregularly ;  ^ij^d  June  12,  having  had   no  fit  ftr 

but  gives  a  very  imperfect  account  of  hiin-  three  months,  and  having  taken  notki^ 

self.     1  hrcc  or  four  months  ago  a  fatid  ^ut  opening  iedicinc  dni^g  the Itftfo? 

purulent  discharge    occurred  from    both  njuht 


nostrils  particularly  the  left,  and  has  con-  ^  g^j  ^^  ^^y^       ^.^^  j    Deenata; 
tinued  to  take  place  to  a  greater  or  less  ,33^     He  had  been  employed  since  to 
^tcnt  ever  since.     Several  portions   of  dischaige  as  a  labourer ;  &e  W  hadaft 
W  have  passed,  and  the  nose  IS  flattened  ^^^  ^^^^king  in  the  fields  dnring  tk 
from  the  loss  of  part  of  the  vomer,    ilas  ^^^           forlvhich  he  had  hen^n^ 
progressively  lost  flesh,  and  become  nearly  ^^^  ^jf^f  ^^^  ,^yj  j^^^  occaaionil  ftSZ 
idiotic.   Two  months  ago  for  the  first  time  the  head                                             ^^ 
had  a  fit  of  epileptic  character,  which  symp- 
tom has  since  frequently  recurred.   During  spihai.  nisEASKt^-^ 
the  last  two  days  has  constantly  sat  up  in  Paraplegia,  3.— Cured,  1 ;  Relief cd, 
bed,  vibratiuff  his  body  from  side  to  side  1  $  Dead,  1. 

like  a  pendulum,  which  he  says  he  does  to  Paralysis  of  fore  arms,  3.— Relieffd, 

keep  off  the  fits.  Has  been  purged,  cupped,  2;  Stationary,  1. 
blistered,  and  had  a  seton  in  the  back  of  his 

neck,  without  relief.    Pulse  100,  soft;  skin  VAaious  nbrvous  disbasbs— 30. 

cool ;  tongue  white ;  bowels  open.  Hysteria,   17.— Cured,  10 ;  Rdiered, 

R  Decoct.   SarssEi.  3U'»    Potassas  Hy.  riinVoo  ^t"*"  nn£Li   n.  to^-^>u.i«^  i 

I9th.— Had  a  fit  of  great  violence  last  Neuralgia,  2.— Cured,  1 ;  Relieved,  I. 

night,  and  another  this  morning.     Com-  Hypochondriasis,  3.  —  Relieved,  2; 

plains  of  pain  in  the  left  temple,  and  the  Stationary,  1. 
eye  of  that  side  is  injected.  Mouth  slightly 

drawn  to  the  left;  rocking  motion  more  diseases  of  RESPiaATORr  oacAVi—Sl 

violent  than  ever.  ph^jji^.,  puimonaUs,  14.  —  ReUeved,  8; 

Cucurbit.  Cruenta)  temporibus,  et  ab-  dead,  6. 

strah.  sanguis  ad  Jxij.  Bronchitis,  8.  —  Cured,  6;  detd,  2;  Wh 

Calomel  gr.  iij.  h.  s.    Haust.  Senne  der  treatment,  1. 

eras  mane.  Laryngitis,  1.— Cured,  1. 

Rcpr.  Decoctum  Sarsaa  ut  antea.  Pulmonitis,  4.— Cured,  3;  dead,  I. 

20th.  — Head  relieved;    rocking    less  flcuritM,  2.— Cured,  2. 

Y^ol^Pt  Haemoptysis,  3. — Cured,  3. 

22d.-Moro  pain  in  temple  and  fore-  Sloughiiig  abscew  of  lung,  I-— Dead,  L 

head  J  is  rocking  violently,  and  says  he  is  Empyema,  1. --Under  treatment,  1. 

going  to  have  a  fit.  Hooping  cough,  1.— Cured,  1. 

Hirudines  xij.  tempori  sinistro  ct  fronti  The  case  of  empyema  in  the  above 

quamprimum.    Rep.  medicamenta.  list  is  one  of  ereat  mler«aL     The  pa- 

23d,  24th,  25th,  26th.— Violent  epileptic  tient  has  had  the  operation  of  parmetm- 

fits  daily.    Mouth  more  drawn  to  leftside,  tests  thoracis  performed,  and  ntfanjpnUi 

Xeeciies  repeatedly  applied.    A  blister  to  of  matter  have  been  remoTed :  the  aper- 
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ture  is  still  open,  and  discharges  freely,  tion  in  tUu,    A  probe  was  now  made  to 

I  shall  publish  the  case  when  I  can  give  travel  over  the  external  surface  where  the 

the  result,  concerniugr  which  I  am  far  integumente  were  undermined,   when  it 

from  beinff  sauffuine.  ^o^°d  '*«  ^ay  int«  the  adherent  lung.    It 

**       °  was  cut  down  upon,  and  found  to  have 

One  of  the  cases  of  phthisis  was  re-  entered  a  bronchial  tube  through  an  ul- 

markable,  owinpr  to  the  existence  of  an  cerated  opening,  which  presented  between 

external  fistulous  opening  in   the  pa-  ^^®,  ""'^  ^°^  "'^th  ribs,  near  to  left  edge 

rietes  of  the  chest.     It  is  problematical  °*^  "jf  s/cmum. 

u-.—  f—  •u;-  ,««o  a^^^^aI^*^  ..««..   »K«  *  J*®  lungs  on  both  sides  contained  nu. 

bow  far  this  was  dependent  upon  the  ^^„^    tubercles,  many  of  which  were 

action    of  the  tartar  emetic    ointment,  clustered  togethe;,  and  formed  into  small 

which  appcai-ed  to  have  been  very  freely  vomica.— The  preparation  is  in  the  mu- 

used.  seum  of  the  hospital 

Case  of  Phthisis,  with  fistulous  opening  diseases  of  the  heart  and  its  af- 

tn  the  panetes  of  the  chest.  pendages-24. 

John  Rivier,  act.  61  j  admitted  May  1 1,  ^^ute  pericarditis, 6.-Cured,  4  j  relieved, 

1836.      About  eighteen  months  ago  was  |.  j^   I 

attacked  with  cough,  which  in  the  first  Various  organic  diseases  of  the  heart,  with 

instance  was  accompanied  by  expcctora-  dropsy,    16.  — Cured  (as    regards    the 

tion  of  blood.    He  appears  to  have  been  dropsy),  6;  dead,  6;  stationary,  1;  un- 

ODder  the  care  of  several  persons,  and  to  der  treatment   3. 

have  been  subjected  to  a  variety  of  treat-  Organic  diseases  unaccompanied  by  dropsy, 

ment,  but    particularly   m   the  form    of  2.-Relieved,  1 ;  under  trcatmeiat,  I. 

coonter-imtation,  by  means  of  tartanzed 

Miumony  applied  to  tlie  chest.    States  that  Rheumatic  Pericarditis^-Maniacal 

six  months  ago,  consequent  on  the  apphca-  nelirium 

tions  made  to  his  chest,  two  small  swellings  x  i^  i.         i        i 

formed  externally,  near  to  each  other,  and  While  I  believe  that  the  assistance  to 

two  inches  below  the  left  nipple,  which  he  derived  from  the  use  of  the  stctho- 

were  punctured  with  a  lancet,  and  some  scone   has    been    g'rcatly  exaggerated, 

matter  evacuated.    One  of  these  apertures  and  that  even  now  some  profess  to  dis- 

never  healed,  and  between  four  and  five  cover    by    it   many    things   which  are 

weeks  ago  he  became  sensible  of  air  pass,  clearly   indicated  'by  other  means,  yet 

ioff  out  through   the  opening  when   he  therearcunqucstionably  certain  cases  in 

eoaghed.    At  present  there  are  five  fistu-  ^^^^1,  auscultation,  mediate  or  immc- 

Ions  apertures,  situated  at  the  lower  part     j**^     «^:„«„   «    .,-«.:„:^«   ♦«   a: ^-:^ 

ofatcriium,  and  left  side  of  the  chest  an-  ^'l\  ?;^^**  a   precision   to   diagnosis 

teriorly,  from  which  matter  oozes,  and  air  S;^'^^/^    ?""^''    ""'  otherwise  attain, 

may  occasionally  be  seen  to  raise  the  pus  ^^^  fo  lowing  appears  to  me  to  be  an 

in    little   bubbles,   and    heard    to    blow  example  of  this,  being  one  in  which  I 

through  the  apertures  as  he  coughs.    The  believe  the  pericardium   to   have  been 

cbost  for  some  inches  round  the  fistulous  the  seat  of  the  actual  disease,  although 

openings  is  dull,  but  respiration  is  heard  the  cerebral  disturbance  appeared  much 

in  neany  the  whole  of  right  lung,  and  in  more  strongly  marked  to  the  observation 

the  left,  a  little  above  the  highest  of  the  of  the  bystandem.     1  f  this  opinion  be  cor- 

apertures.    Has  habitual  cough,  accompa-  ^ct,  the  importance  of  the  fact  as  re- 

niad  by  purulent  expectoration.      Pulse  g^rds  the  treatment  is   too  obvious  to 

90.  feeble.    Considerable  emaciaUon  and  *    ^j^  illustration,  leading  as  it  did  to 

'^2UtT!'(?S[d!iSpk,anddicdon  the  th'e  steady  and  continued^se  of  mer- 

evening  of  the  19lfi.  c."'^'  '*»«  «"^/  agent  so  far  as  my  cxpe- 

rieiice  goes,  by  which  pcncarditis  under 

i^utofMy.— The  external  openings  on  the  similar  circumstances  can  he  overcome. 

chest  were  found  to  lead  to  a  considerable  The  fact  of  the  symptoms  in  iiiflamma- 

irregular  cavity,  formed  by  the  undermin.  tion  of  the  pericardium  being  chiefly,  or 


I*"!  ".-  H^f.'S.fZ  'tlArttt.t^l  '^^emd^akf^Ti  reference  al»n«dc 

•o  as  to  elevate  the  whole  of  the  anterior  ^  ^>.  «      •»«■  -d    a         **.  i 

parietet  of  the  chest:  on  doing  this  the  to.Jt  V  M.  Rostan;  it  was,  Jiowcver, 

interior  and  lower  portion   of  the  left  »l'l\  ™«f?  explicithr  mentioned  by  Dr. 

lung  was  found  to  be  firmly  adlierent  to  Latham,  m  one  of  his  lectures  Y>a\A\s\\«^^ 

tliciadde  of  the  ribs.    The  lung  was  cut  in  the  Medic \L  Ukzetie  ^  «^<a^A>|  ^^ 

thruugfayio  as  to  leave  the  adherent  iHfr*  January,  l8'iV). 
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It  is  an  important  fact,  then,  in  a 
practical  point  of  Tiew,  that  rheuma- 
tic pericarditis  may  take  place  with- 
out any  such  pain,  or  oUier  uneasi- 
ness, beinj2f  referred  to  the  chest,  as  to 
lead  the  patient  to  complain  of  it ;  so 
that  it  may  escape  the  attention  of  the 

Sractitioner  unless  he  be  aware  of  the 
anger,  and  on  the  alert  to  detect  it. 
With  some  it  may  possibly  be  matter  of 
question  whether,  m  the  case  of  Mary 
Hall,  which  I  subjoin,  the  brain  was 
not  affected  with  inflammation,  or  other 
disease,  implying  more  than  mere  sym- 
pathetic disturbance  of  function.  My  be- 
fief  that  it  was  not,  depended  upon  my 
previous  knowledge,  that  cerebral  affec- 
tions of  the  severest  kind  may  be  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  inflammation  of 
the  pericardium,  and  which  was  proved 
by  tne  local  signs  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  present  instance;  while  there 
was  no  neat  of  scalp,  injection  of  the 
eyes,  or  intolerance  of  light.  Again,  in 
Andral's  case  there  were  delirium,  con- 
vuKsive  twitchings,  tetanic  spasms,  coma, 
and  paralysis  of  the  upper  extremities; 
yet  all  this  was  proved  by  dissection  to 
nave  depended  entirely  on  pericarditis, 
without  a  vestige  of  disease  in  the 
head. 

Jan.  20tb,  1836.— Mary  Hall,  aetat.  27, 
has  suffered  frum  rheumatic  pains  in  va- 
rious joints  for  about  a  month.  A  week 
tLf^o  the  knees  became  more  particularly 
affected,  having  been  swollen  and  red. 
The  day  before  yesterday  the  hands  and 
wrists  were  seized,  both  being  at  present 
very  painful,  and  somewhat  swollen.  Con- 
siderable fever  of  the  common  rheumatic 
character. 

Fiat  Venesectio  et  Mitt.  Sanguis,  ad 
Txii. ;  Calomel,  gr.  iii.  hora  somni. 
Haust.  Sennse,  eras  mane. 

21st.— Pain  relieved.  Blood  exhibits  a 
large,  firm,  buffy,  cupped  coagulum. 

Repr.  Venesectio  et  Mcdicanienta. 

22d. — Scarcely  has  any  pain  remaining; 
fever  much  reduced.  Blood  no  longer 
buffed. 

Pulv.  Saponis  cam  Opio,  gr.  v.  om. 
Docte.    llaust  Senne  eras  mane. 

25th. — Has  continued  free  from  pain, 
but  her  expression  is  rather  anxious,  and 
she  was  faint  yesterday.  To  day,  on  being 
questioned,  acknowledges  that  she  has  some 
uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  in 
which  situation  pressure  between  the  ribs 
/fives  pain  Slight  dry  couf[;h.  Nothing 
«jJorm«I  in  the  sounds  of  the  YieaxV  ot  t^i- 


ipiration  can  be  peioelycd.    Fobt  Ml;  ■  | 
skin  hot;  bowels  alaggiah.  I  , 

Fiat  Venesectio  ad  Jxii.;  Calai|( 
gr.  iii.  cum  Opii,  g.  i.  qnampiiBH  1 1 
et  bora  somni.  1 1 

Haust  Sennas  craa  mmne. 

26th.— Does  not  make  any  tomfUift 
but  she  shrinks  from  preaaare  ia  At 
region  of  the  heart.  On  appljiif  Ai 
ear  to-day,  a  rubbinff  aoond  can  W  i^' 
tinctly  perceived  under  and  to  the  kft  rf 
the  sternum,  particnlarly  in  a  line  wii 
its  centre.  Pulse  as  jesterdaj;  Uirf 
cupped  and  buffy;  bow^  open.  Itm 
faintness  and  anxiety,  with  toBi  i^ 
coherence. 


Applicentur   Himdines,    zvL 

Calomel,  gr.  ▼.;  Opii,gr.  {.  V.lit 
Pilula.  Sumatnr  4ta  quaqne  ta 
ad  tres  vices  et  deinde  icpctatarfM 
re  nata. 

Haust.  Senn»  craa  mane. 


27th. — Denies  having  any  nneasiiiaikr 
the  chest  Is  at  present  lying  on  tbei^ 
side.  On  making  her  turn  on  the  mb^ 
so  as  to  examine  the  heart  as  befoic,  As 
pulsations  are  found  to  be  move  tk&emt, 
and  convey  the  idea  of  being  moie  diilttL 
No  rubbing  sound. 

£mplast.  Lytte  stemo.  Repr.  FU. 
6ta  quaque  bora,  et  Haost.  Seim  Mi 
mane. 

28th. — Again  admits  that  she  has  soM 
pain  in  left  side  of  chest.  Seems  iadif- 
ferent  as  to  what  posture  she  lies  ia.  U 
very  restless,  with  constant  deliriav. 
Fully  under  the  influence  of  the  caloaeL 
Pulse  about  100;  but  neither  this  nor  tk 
heart's  action  can  be  accnrately  examiac^ 
on  account  of  the  extreme  restlessDCM> 
Urine  rather  scanty.  Passes  her  eracn- 
tions  in  bed. 

R  Tinct  Digitalis,  irtvi. ;  Tinct  Lytta^ 

r    ttlxx. ;  Tmct  Scillie,  Spirit  iEthris 

Nitrici,  a.  38s. ;    Aquse,  3x.    M.  ist 

haustus,  6ta  quaque  hora  tninf*^— - 

Omittr.  PilulsB. 

30th  and  31st~ConsUnt  deliriomaal 
unceasing  jactitation,  with  fregnentefbm 
to  get  out  of  bed,  so  that  it  has  beea  r^ 
quisite  to  put  on  a  strait  waistcoat  No 
affection  of  the  pupil,  or  apparent  diilike 
to  light  Pulse  about  100,  feeble;  ariat 
more  abundant,  but  continnes,  mith  thi 
alvine  evacuations,  to  be  passed  involas. 
tarily.  Mouth  still  sore,  bat  mercuiil 
action  receding. 

Repr.  Haustus  m'im  Tnu  Digitalis, 

Feb.  Ist  and  3d.— Scarcely  any  perecp- 
tible  change  in  the  general  aspect  of  tie 
case.  During  a  lew  minntes*  qviet  tk 
8tethoM«ope  was  applied  over  the  heart  ti 
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to  be  feeble,  distant,  and  inter-  Voniiting  and'purging  (English  cbolera), 

Rather    strong   pulsation   per-  2. — Cured,  2. 

1  the  carotids,  and  regurgitation  in  Dysentery,  6. — Cured,  3;  relieved,  1 ;  un- 

liar  reins.    Gums  no  longer  show  der  treatment,  1 ;  dead,  1. 

L'urial  action.  Painter's  colic,  2.-  Cured,  2. 

at  Calomel,  gr.  in.  hora  «.mni.  fe^^^^rilcii^^S:'!' '^ 

Diseases  of  liver,  with  mora  or  less  of 

th,  5th.  —  Has  had  the  calomel  hepatic  inflammation,    12.— Cured,  7; 

iailv,    and    her    month  is   again  relieved,  2 ;  under  treatment,  3. 

She  is  to  day  much  calmer,  and  Chronic  diseases  of  liver,  with  ascites,  13» 

some  questions.     Says  she  has  no  — Cured,  2 ;  under  treatment,  3 ;    sta- 

ther  in  head  or  chest,  but  in  her  tionary,  1 ;  dead,  7. 

On  examining    these   they    are 

to    be  puflTy,  without  redness  or  Of  the  above  cases,  the  onljr  one  on 

Heart's  action  as  before ;  pulse  which  I  have  to  make  any  remark  is 
inner.  one  of  dysentery.  It  was  of  many 
.  Pil.  Repr.  Haust.  Diuret.  et  mouths'  standing,  and  resisted  all  the 
ust.  Sennip,  pro  re  nata.  ordinary  remedies.  I  then  bad  recourse 
•Has  gradually  improved  since  last  ^^  8"lphate  of  copper,  iii  the  manner  re- 
being*^  quieter,    though    not  col-  commended   by    Dr.   Elliotson.     From 

Yesterday  asked  for  the  bed-pan,  ^'^^.^  .^'""^   *«e  improvement  was  rapid, 

lay  has  again  passed  her  evacua-  *""  *°c  cure  proved  complete.  • 

nconsciously.       Pulse    100,  more  ^ 

but  with  occasional  intermissions.  diseases  of  the  kidney8-6. 

of  the  heart  approach   the   ear  Nephralgia,  2. — Cured,   I;    under  treat- 

the  idea  of  distance  being  dimi-  ment,  I, 

they   have  a  certain   degree  of  Organic  diseases,  with  dropsy,  4. — Cured, 

ss,  but  nothing  like  bruU.  (as  regards  the  dropsy),  2 ;  under  treat- 

t  waistcoat  removed.  ment,  1 ;  dead,  1. 
and  13th.— Had  a  fit,  of  epileptic 

er,  yesterday,  and  another  to  day ;  debases  of  the  uterine  system  -  11. 

considerable  violence.     No  longer  Hysteritis,  1.— Cured,  1. 

her    evacuations   without    giving  Flooding  after  abortion,  1.— Cured,  I. 

Again  complains  of  some  pain  in  Menorrhagia,  4. — Cured,  3;  relieved,  1. 

It,  under  the  left  mamma.    Mouth  Amenorrhcea,  2.~Cured,  1 ;  under  treat- 
ment, 1. 

nel,  gr.  iii.  quamprimum  et  hora  J^/^F^*"  ^^P'^  2.-Stationary,  2. 

mi.     Haust.  Senn»  altern.  mane.  Malignant  tumor  in  pelvis,  l.-Dead,  1. 

iittr.  Alia.  The  case   which   I  regarded  as  in-t 

and  16th.— No  return  of  fit.  Gums  flammation  of  the  uterus  is  subjoined, 

affected.  No  pain  in  chest  Gene-  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  sympj. 

ct  much  improved.  toms  originated   in   immoderate  sexual 

lontinued  in  the  hospital  till  the  intercourse,  without  regard   to  the  pre- 

April,  slowly  improving.    There  seuce  of  the  menses, 
recurrence  of  any  rheumatic  symp- 

id  the  action  of  the  heart  remained  Hysteritis. 

md  natural.     The  only   derange-  Sarah  Constan tine,  aetat.  28. 

•  health  at  the  period  of  her  dis-  March    12th,    1836.      Was  married  a 

was,  that  she  was  still  rather  weak,  month  ago.      Complains  of  very  severe 

r  memory  much  impaired.     Both  constant  pain  between  the  pubes  and  sa- 

owever,  were  daily  improving.  ^um,  extending  over  the  lower  part  of 

the  abdomen,  down  the  thighs,  and  acrosji 

[SEISES  OF  THE  FAccES— 2.  ^^  loius,  aggravated    by  firm   pressure 

rhe  tonsillaris,  2;  cured,  2.  in  the  pubic  region.    Pulse  106,  sharp; 

skin    hot;    tongue    white ;    considerable 

B8  OF  THE  ABDOMINAL  VISCERA—  thirst  ;    bowcls    coufincd.      Menstruated 

61.  copiously  a  fortnight  ago,  the  discharge 

Uon,  without  evidence  of  organic  ^a^^ng  saddenlv  ceased  last  week,  cotem- 

le,  7.— Cured,  6 ;  relieved,  2.  poraneously  with  the  supervention  of  the 

iependent  on  organic  disease,  3.—  pre««nt  symptoms. 

onary,  2;  dead,  1.  Fiat  Venesectio,  ad  Jxii. ;  Hir&dVxMa^iL. 

emesis  (vicarious),  3. — Cured,  3.  region!  pabls;  Hau»Uit^s\Vik.«.\^a%- 

lom  diseased  liver,  J. — Dead,  !•  neaie  Sulphaxis,  "hu    W^Yioxvi^ 
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13ih.  — Pain    unabated ;   bowels  free.  Acute  Rkeummtitm  tmding  m  Swffm- 

Blood  was  a  large  firm  ooagalum,  but  ration, 

without  buff.           ^.           ^         „  Geoige  Coombs.  mX.  31,  adBittriXi. 

Repetantur  Hirudmes.    Fotus  Papavc-  yeinber23,  1836,  at  which  tine  he  m4 

nsabomini.  that  he  had  suffered  frum  paias  is  kii 

R    Calomel,  gr.  iii.;   Opii,  gr.  i.     M.  limbs  for  about  a  month. 

fiat  Pilule,  8va  q.  q.  hora  sumeada.  He  had  then  no  pain  except  in  thekft 

Ol.  Ricini,  Jss.  eras  mane.  knee,  where  it  was  atill  serere.    Tbeieai 

16th.— Has  progress! velvimproTed  since  no  swelling  nor  redness,  and  be  eoaU  bol 

last  report,  having  but  little  pain,  and  it  without  much   aneasincss,    bat  oi» 

bearing  pressure  with  slight  inconvenienee.  plained    greatly    when     the    limb  «■ 

The  mercurial  was  continued  in  dimi-  straightened.      His  pulse    was  90^  nft; 

nished  doses  till  the 28th, when  her  mouth  tongue  clean;  bowels  open  ;  and  sllip- 

became  affected.    She  was  discharged  on  ther  there  was  but  little  genccal  dirt» 

the  1st  of  April,  cured.  bance. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  ARTICULAa  AND  FlSaOUS  JJ*  n!f«^^'l!I!fJ,'*!J»  ^^.  ^^ 

SYSTEM8-fl6.  JSjed?                ^                         "***^ 

Rheumatism  (acute),  32.  —  Cured,   30;  By  the  39th  he  had  little  pain  rmi' 

under  treatment,  2.  ing ;  took  his  food,  and  appSSd  »  «l 

Ditto  (chronic),  20.— Cured,  14  ;  relie?ed,  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  dii^ 

^»  him. 

Gout,  Vt^"™^'  '•  ^  «  Dec.  l.-Hadaiigorjesteiday.lallmi 

Penostitis,  3.— Cured,  3.  by  heat  and  copious  soar  sweatii^.  'UM 

Further  experience  has  tended  to  con-  l\riy^r\H)\h  knVl^^^^ 

firm  the  observations  I  made  lumj  last  achS;  puhie  100;  skin  hot:  tongas afeiH 

report,  on  the  supcnonty  of  bleedingp  and  clammy. 

andpur^ng  oyer  ever/  other  methof.  Calomel,  'gr.  y.  h.  a.  faac  et  cmtiM 

m  treating  acute  rheumatism  at  its  on-  „octe.    Hanst  Senn«  omni  nne. 

set.     It  IS  the  only  treatment  by  which  ejh.-Febrile  sympt.>ms  sobddsdo.  tk 

I     have    seen    the    disease    at     once  3d,  at  which  time  rather  a  copioos  «^ 

speedily  and  effectually  arrested ;   but  tion  of  herpes  lahialis  appeared,    fum 

It  It  IS  necessary   to   put  it    m  force  in  the  joints  above-named;  ^owerer,  e-- 

boldly,    and    at   a    very    early   stasre  tinned,  for  which  he  had 

of  the  attack,  to  produce    this   result.  p„|,.  j           Comp.  gr.  x.  om.  aode. 
Of  the  above  cases  of  acute  rheumatism, 

several  had  more  or  less  affection  of  the  ^^\  appeared  to  be  going  on  well  tiU  hrt 

pericardium,  but  those  only  have  been  "'8f^^»  "^^^J^  ^«  had  another  lignr.  will 

entered  under  the  head  of  pericarditis,  in  "*?"*  *"^  'Tl^n^'r  ^i^^^^'Vw 

which  the   inflammation '^^f  that  part  "^ll^^^^^^  X^^^^yL"^ 

constituted  the  promineut  part  of  the  *^  ^  ,       ,          ,..  *'~~" 

attack  Calomel,  gr.  iii.    sexta  qoaqee   ban. 

One  of  the  cases  of  acute  rheuma-  "*^"»^-  ®"°°*'  •"""  "•^ 
tism  ended  fatally,  not  by  affcctinjf  ei-  15lh.— Has  progressi?elT  iapnve^ 
ther  the  heart  or  membranes  of  the  Gums  sore;  pains  entirely  gone;  ss 
brain,  or  the  pleura  (the  first  of  which  f^!??^«  o'  ©^^^  remains  of  theaffeetioBor 
is  a  very  common,  and  cither  of  the  left  knee,  on  account  of.  which  he  wis  ad- 
latter  an  occasional  cvent),but  by  giving*  ™"^e"« 

rise  to  suppuration  in  the  joints  chiefly  Extract  Coiocynth  Comp.    gr.  t.  c«. 

implicated.     Of  this  I  have  seen  four  ^"^^  ^"itt.  alia, 

cases,  and  therefore  look  upon  it  as  an  19lh.— Had  an  attack  of  shiveriagtlK 

occurrence  much  less  rare  than  medical  night  before  last,  since  which  time  he  Im 

authors  generally   would    lead   us    to  suffered  ttom  pain  In    both  knees,  psr- 

suppose.     T  believe,  too,  that  such  cases  ticularly  the  light    Has  also  some  p^ 

are  marked  by  peculiar  characters  in  under  the  sternum.     No  anonnal  ssoa* 

the  general  distuiHbance,  and  by  extreme  ^^  ^  perceived.  Poise  lOB  j  tangae  bw« 

obstinacy  in  the  local  affection.    In  the  *°^  clammy  i  mouth  weU. 

instance   which  is  subjoined,  I  gave  it  Himdines   zii.   parti    stem!  iaferiwi 

as  my  opinion,  three  weeks  before  the  Calomel,  gr.iii.  oaaBBprimnmethsii 

event  occurred,  that  the  patient  would  somni.    Haost  Sennm  eras  mane. 


die,    and    that  suppuration  would   be        22d.  —  Pain  of  chest    relieved;  olliff 
found.  vj^&V^ma  unchanged.    Has  bad  gr.  ii.  «f 
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calomel  every  six  hours.   Gums  beginning  never  extended  the  finfi^er^  even  after 

to  be  affected.    Great  pain   in  the  limbs  the   inflammation   bad   subsided) ;    the 

generally  ;  pulse  100,  throbbing.  articular  surfaces  red,   roughened,  and 

Rep.  Calomel  cum  Opii,  gr.  ),  sexta  smeared  with  a  thin  layer  of  nus.    The 

quaque  hora.  left  ankle,  which  seemed  to  nave  been 

24lh.— Left  nnltle  painful  and  swollen,  the  third  in  the  degree  of  suffering, 
with  some  redness  of  the  integuments;  was  next  examined,  but  no  morbid  ap- 
also  some  swelling  of  left  elbow,  with  pearancc  observed.  The  viscera  gene- 
redness  extending  about  two  inches  rally  looked  pale,  and  were  very  soft. 
up  the  outer  part  of  arm ;  much  anxietv  Neither  the  pericardium  nor  heart  had 
of  expression;  pulse  116;  tongue  load-  any  morbid  change,  except  that  there 
ed  ;  gums  have  a  perceptible  red  line,  ^as  a  little  thickening  of  the  mitral 
bat  not  to  a  greater  extent  than  two  days  ^^i^^s.  There  were  from  two  to  three 
ago  ;  bowels  open.  ^,y„ce8  of  fluid  in  the  ventricles  of  the 

Rep.  Pil.  Calomel  c.  Opio,  ut.antea.  brain. 

R  Liq.  Acet.  Ammonia?,  3ij.    Oxymel, 

3j.    Aqus,  Six.  M.  sumatur  6ta  qua-  exanthemata,  and  acute  diseases  of 

que  hora.  the  skin — 9. 

26thw^  Knuckle   of  left  middle  finger  Ervsipelasof  faceandhcad,  4.— Cured,  2; 

red,  swollen,  and  very  tender.  dead,  2. 

28th.— Pain  over  the  whole  of  left  arm,  Scarlatina,  1.— Cured,  1. 

from  the  middle  finajer  (the  first  ioint  of  Rubeola,  1.— Cured,  1. 

which  is  very  red  and  much  swollen)  up  Pompbolix,  I.— Cured,  L 

to  the  shoulder.  Urticaria,  1.— Cured,  I. 

3lst.^ Swelling  of  the  finger-joint  di.  Purpura  hemorrhagica,  with  apoplexy,  I 

minished,  and  that  above  elbow  has  disap-  —Dead,  I. 
peared,  but  still  has  considenAle  pain  up 

the  arm  and  in  both  shoulders ;  pulse  100,  We  are  told  in  books,  that  when  pa- 

jerklng;  copious  acid  perspirations  con*  tients  die  of  erysipelas  of  the  head,  the 

tinue.  membranes  of  the  brain  are  generally 

-«, .           1  J      .v                  J     '^i^  •*  inflamed.    Is  this  the  fact  ?    That  it 

This  concludes  the  year,  and  with  it  f^     ently  is  not  so,  I  am  convinced  ; 

the  period  to  which  the  present  report  ^^;}^      repeatedly  examined  such  cases 

extends.    I  may  however,  complet^  the  ^j^j^^^^  ^^^^      ^      ^^j      ^^  ^^^  ,^j„j 

case  by  bnefl  v  sUtmg  that  the  patient,  ^fae  two  fatal  cases  intereS  in  the  above 

on  the  subsidence   o    the  affection  of  ^^^  ^^  instances  of  this,  the  brain  and 

the  left  hand    comnlained  next  of  Uie  j^^  membranes  having  been  perfectly 

nght  knee,  which  became  swollen,  the  |,g^i^j,y  i„  1,0^1,            ^             tr-         J 

synovial  membraije  being  evidently  dis-  ^^^ ^^^  ^^ •    ^           hamorrbagica 

tended,  while  he  limb  was  habituafly  re-  ^^  interesting ;  chiefly  on  account  of 

Uined  in  a  balf.bent  position.     He  had  ^^  post-mortem    examination,    which 

opiates  administered     and  light    nou-  ^y^^J^^  ^^^  haraorrhagic  tendency  to 

nsbment,  while  his  bowels  were  kept  .                        ^^^   ^»^  ^^^^  ^1^^,,^ 


nsbment,  wbue  nis  ooweis  were  Kept  y^   ^^  ^^^^   ^ -^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^ 

gently  open.    He   continued  to  suffer  articular*  cartilages  had  participated  i 

great  general   distress     and    anxiety,  j^    yet  it  is  cunous  that,  on  tlbe  bod 

which,  however,  never  at  anytime  was  y^.        ^^^^    ^   ^^    dissecting-room, 

attended  with  delinum.     He  gradually  ^^^.^^  was  afterwards  done,  the  imection 

sunk  and  died  on  the  12th  of  January,  ^j^        ^^^^  disposition  to  become 

The  body  was  examined  next  day.  «-t-^-,^^*^      ^       ^ 

The  right  knee  was  dUtcnded  and  flue-  «»"*^*«*«wi. 

tuatinflr ,  on  opening  it    about  half  a  Purpurm  ending  in  ApapUxy, 

pint  of  thin  purulent  matter,  with  some  '^  9         r  r     ^ 

flocculi,  was  evacuated.    The  cartilages       James  Olennerson,  »tat  48,  '/Jyorer- 
were  entire,  and  of  healthy  appearance ;        Admitted,  under  tfie  care  of  Mr.  Bab- 

the    synovial   membrane    wis  ledder  «n?ton,  October  21st,  at  which  Ume^ 

than  ,^una,and  pushed  upwanb  under  ^^^^^^^^^  ^IV^^Z 

the  quadriceps  musde,  by  the  effusion  ^Jl^^^ii  puiple  bleeding  spSts,  anS 

It  bad  contained.    The  meuwpal  joint  ^  ^^^  ^n^  g^bs  havi^  Numerous 

of  the  finger  which  had  suffinred,  was  ^^^  ^f  pnrpniu  scattered  over  them.   He 

Best  ooened.    The  flexor  tendon  was  passed  blood  with  his  urine— some  by 

•oftenedy  and  seemed  sodden,  and  de-  stool.    He  took  sulnhuxic  sjd^^^xA^tKxst- 

prived    of  iU    silvery    lustre   lit  hsd  wards  sulpViale  of  ^u\u%,  \»%tfc5ii«t  ^V^ 

been  observed   hefvn  detttb,  toat   be  laxatiyes,  tnd  bid  ^  f5Bj%V&  ol  Oe^^xv^"!^ 


em  1>H.  MACLE0D*8  THIRD  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  CASES. 

of  soda,  the  foetor  of  the  mobth  being  Autofutf.  —  Body  pale,  with  ni 

extremely  offeDsire.  purple  8pots.    On  removing  the  skvU  cip^ 

He  came  under  my  care  on  the  27th,  at  a  small  quantity  of  aemm  exuded  fnm 

which  time  the  bleeding  from  the  mouth  beneath  tne   arachDoid  meoibrane;  tk 

had    ceased,   and  the  spots  were  dying  couYolntions  were  much  flattened,  aad  it 

away.      He    continued    apparently  con-  the  anterior  part,  imbedded  in  tlie  anwb- 

■Yfdescent,  and  the  purpura  had  almost  noid,  were  two  or  three  flat  bony  deposit^ 

entirely  disappeared,  when—  of  rarious  sizes,  the  largest  not  exceeAii| 

Nov.  lOtb,  the  spots  were  obsenred  to  the  circumference  of  a  uiilling.  OnsUdsf 

show  themselves  on  various  parts  of  the  off  the  lobes,  a  coagnlam,  about  half  iht 

body,  particularly  the  abdomen  and  lower  size  of  a  pea,  was  louud  imbedded  ia  thi 

extremities.    There  were  also  several  on  substance  of  the  left  hemiaphere.    Tht 

the  tongue,  and  from  these  the  blood  again  ventridea  contained  a  considerable  qsaa- 

began  to  ooze  rather  freely.    Pulse  92,  ftall  tity  (Jiiu-  or  iij.)  of  aernm.     At  the  Urn 

and  strong;  skin  hot;  tongue  clean,  except  of  the  brain,  covering  the  cerebellnm  aad 

at  the  site  of  the  purpura ;  bowels  open  medulla  oblongata,  tnere  was  a  thin  hm 

fiom  medicine.  of  extravasated  coa^lated    blood  ;   mis 

Miltr.   Sanguis,  ad  Jx.    Habeat  Acid  was  traced  into  the  nght  lobe  of  the  cett- 

Sulph.  Dil.  wix.  terUa  quauue  hora  ex  bellum,  where  it  formed  a  coagolum  abeat 

aquiB  pauxillo.  th«  s'^e  of  a  large  walnut,  imbedded  ia, 

nth -B10.H1  drawn  y«.t.rday  exhibiu  '"Vhr&'TaillTw'Sl^^U  .^ 

a  very  Urge  coagulom.  the  aernm  apj>ear.  ^  natural                    "■"'■guum  wf 

ing  to   have  |K,par>ted  but  imp«jfrrtly;  '^The  lung,  were  healthT;  some  poipk 

huffy  coat  half  an  inch  thick,     lismor-  .„^,.  •     »l*  ,j«„-«  «^.*«i:/  '  ^n:    uTl*^ 

rhagc  from  the  tongue  has  almost  ceased ;  »P°/"  j"  ^}ll  ^.^Hn^u.  ""     ^\^'  "^ 

i^nlw»Rnd»kin  M  vesterdav    bowels  have  no™«"  ""^^  ^^^  consistence,   but  haviQf 

not  acted  to-day.  r^.^^  ^^  .^^.^  ^^^  ^^.^^^^    so  aa  to  ke 

Calomel,  gr.  lii.  quamprimum.    Haust  easily  torn.    The  stomach  had  an  ecchy 

Seunaepost  horos  tres  et  eras  mane  moscd  appearance  externally;  intenally 

nisi  prius  respoudcrit  alvus.  ^ere    numerous    stellated   reddish  spoia 

1-ith.— Bowels  freely  purged  yesterday  The  liver  healthy ;  no  spots.     The  spleen 

after    the    visit.      Had    a    recurrence  of  rather  above  the  usual  size ;  nothing  le- 

ha?morrhage  from  the  mouth  last  nii?ht,  markable  in  its  appearance.    (A  mioote 

and  lost  nearly  half  a  pint  of  blood.  Pulse  supplementary  spleen,  about  the  fize  of  a 

101,  bounding;    skin   hot.      Tongue  has  chestnut.)     Bowels  spotted  here  and  there 

only  one  or  two  spots  upon  it,  and  is  but  throughout  their  whole  extent.    Kidnevs 

little  swollen  :   the  bleeding  comes  chiefly  presented  stellated  spoU  externally:  the 

from  the  gums.  T^Uis  of  each  of  a  deep  purple  colour,  ap- 

,,.   .   .,           ..        ,    ,        rrut.ni  narentlv  from  blood  extravasated  beneath 

tiat  Venc^ectio  ad  3x.    Habeat.  01  u...  lining  membrane. 

rerebintbinaj,  Jss.  qaampnm.mi  et  ,,.^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^             .         ^^^ 

eras  mane,  ex   Aqua?  Menth.   virid.  „«„„--i  «„,„i„  ..»«*.  «„,u«,  .„  ^  i-i  — ^.- 

3r^         •        *     i^ui    -J    C3  J-.  several  purple  spots  on  tne  ajnovial  mem* 

iss.    Gargansma  ex  Chloride  Sodffi.  jjj^pg    '^    ^       '^                    j        ^ 

13th  —Blood  exhibiu  a  very  thick  buff  The  body  being  unclaimed,  was  carried 

(ubovu  half  an  inch) ;  serum  scarcely  se-  to  one  of  the  anatomical  schools,  and  dis. 

Saratcd   from  the  coogulum  ;   much  less  sected.     The  injection  ran  well,  and  no 

leeding  from   the  mouth ;  bowels  freely  extravasations  were  observed  to  have  beea 

purged,  and  motions  dark,  apparently  from  occasioned  by  it     On  cutting  down  upon 

the  admixture  of  blood;  pulse  93,  softer  ;  and  examining  some  of  the  spots  of  pur- 

skin  cooler.  pura,  they  were  found  to  consist  of  a  mi- 

Mth. — A  good  night;  little  or  no  bleed-  nute  layer  of  extravasated  blood  on  tbt 

ing  from  the  mouth  ;   pulse  100,  full,  but  surface  of  the  cutis, 
soft ;  bowels  have  acted  twice  moderately, 

motions  still  dark  ;  spirits  depressed— al-  _                      J™^J?*'T?P'    ^ 

most  hysterical;  begs  earnestly  for  meat  Intermittent,5.— Quotidian, 2;  tertian, 3; 

and  porter,  which  request  has  not  been  cured, o.               ^       •     ,^ 

complied  with.  Continued,  1&— Cured,    16;    convalft- 

Rep.  01.  Terebinth,  eras  mane.  ^^^  ' 

loth  -Mr  Hammerton  (the  apothecary  Durinjr  the  vear  1835,  cleren  patienU 

of  the  Hospital),  was  sent  for  a  little  after  JT^^  admitted  under  mj  care  fw  con. 

midnight,  when    he    found    him    in   an  t>»"c^  (ever;  of  whom  one  died.    Ill 

apoplectic  fit:  he  opened  a  vein,  but  with.  l*w^>   eighteen     hayc     been     treated, 

out  avail ;   the  patient  expiring  in  little  among  whom  there  has  been  no  death : 

more  than  half  an  hour  from  the  finl  the  two  years  thus    ^ving   onlj  one 

appeannee  of  the  cerebral  symptoms.  ^«^>\\  \ti  vwcuyj  a^vca  ^^^^k^.    This  may 
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be  regarded  as  a  small  rate  of  morta-  I  had  the  opportunity  afforded  me  of 

lity ;  but  it  must  be  added  that  the  tjpe  assisting  at  the  post-mortem  examina- 

of^^ fever  has  not  generalljr  been  severe,  tion,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Ro- 

During  the  last  two  months  of  1836,  bert  Clarke,  a  practitioner  of  this  town, 

however,  the  cases  became  more  formi-  whose  patient  tne  woman  had  been  from 

dable,  some  of  them  being  accompanied  the  commencement  to  the  termination 

hy  petechia,  with  great  debilitj^,  and  of  her  malady, 

local  complications.     Without  presum-  I  am,  sir, 

ing  to  offer  an  opinion   on  otner  me-  Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

thods  of  treatment,  which  I  have  not  R.  H.  Allnatt,  M.D. 
Been  tried  on  a  scale  sufficient  to  enable 

.me  to  judge  of  them,  J  maj  be  allowed  A  young  woman  of  respectable  con- 
to  say  that  while  so  large  a  proper-  nexions,  residing  at  South  Moreton, 
tion  of  the  patients  do  well,  I  find  Berkshire,  aged  29,  of  strumous  diathe- 
no  temptation  to  abandon  the  practice  sis,  who  had  long  been  suffering  under 
I  have  long  pursued  of  giving  mild  anomalous  symptoms,  the  cause  of  which 
mercurials,  and  regulating  the  Dowels  was  not  apparent,  was  suddenly  attacked 
by  gentle  laxatives.  The  coincidence,  with  rigors,  and  distressing  dyspnoea, 
too,  of  the  gums  exhibiting  the  mer-  nausea  and  vomiting,  accompanied  by 
CO  rial  action,  and  the  symptoms  sub-  a  swelling,  and  a  sense  of  great  weight 
siding,  is  too  constant  to  oe  the  re-  and  pressure  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
suit  of  accident,  and  must  depend  either  She  nad  for  some  time  previously  been 
upon  such  action  overcoming  the  fever,  unable  to  lie  in  particular  postures,  and 
or  the  subsidence  of  the  fever  allowing  had  suffered  darting  and  lancinating 
the  mercury  to  produce  its  peculiar  pains  which  were  principally  referred 
effect.  Supposing  it  to  be  only  the  to  the  posterior  region  of  the  thorax, 
latter,  the  results  shew  that  the  mercury  As  sne  had  been  for  a  considerable 
does  not  prevent  this  favourable  change  period  labouring  under  ill  health,  it  was 
from  occurring.  deemed  unadvisable,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, to  resort  to  harsh  measures  of 
D«opsT,  NOT  APPARENTLY  CONNECTED  treatment.  Mild  antiphlogistic  reme- 
wiTH  OEOANic  D18EASE-3.  jj^g  ^^^  therefore  ordered,  and  a  few' 
Cared«2;  dead,  1.  leeches  applied  with  a  view  of  affording 
CASES  OF  POISONING— 3.  temporary  alleviation,  but  to  no  pur- 
Wi th  arsenic,  2.— Dead,  2.  P«*«  }.  ^^^  P*^>«"*  lingered  for  two  days 
With  oxalic  acid^l.-Cured,l.  and  died.                    .       ^,     ,    , 

Jnspectto  cadaveris. — The  body,  ex- 

c«Tendi.h°87uiJ'ef  j7n.'20, 1837.                   .  temally.  presented   an  emaciated   ap- 

. pearance.    A  large  circumscribed  fluc- 
tuating tumor  was  discovered,  situated 

CASE  OF  AN  in   the    epigastrium,    bearing    evident 

EXTENSIVE  ENCYSTED  HEPATIC  sigT^s     of  recent    inflammation.      On 

ABSCESS,  WITH  HYDATIDS.  cutting  down  to  the  liver  it  was  found 

that  the  great  left  lobe  was  completely 

_     ,    _-.         J,   .    --.,.     -^  gone,  and  its  place  occupied  hy  an  en- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical^azette.  ^ysted  tumor  of  vast  extent ;  the  lateral 

Sir,  and  posterior  walls,  formed  oftheperi- 
One  frequently  hears  the  notion  broach-  toneal  covering  of  the  lost  lobe,  were  so 
ed  that  hydatids  exert  a  peculiar  malig-  morbidly  thickened  and  indurated  that 
nancy  over  the  body  in  which  they  are  they  had  assumed  a  fi bro-cartilagfinous 
situated ;  but  the  length  of  time  which  structure.  There  was  no  vascular  tur- 
we  may  presume  to  have  elapsed,  in  the  gescence  except  at  the  base  of  the  ex- 
following  instance,  from  the  formation  temal  tumor,  and  at  this  point  the  peri- 
of  the  pnmitive  hydatid,  to  the  period  toneal  and  muscular  coverings  were  so 
when  tbey  had  accumulated  a  thousand-  thin  that  a  superficial  incision,  after 
Ibid  (the  patient,  meanwhile,  labouring  turning  back  the  dermal  integuments, 
under  no  affection  which  might  not  entered  the  abscess.  It  having  been 
kave  been  ascribed  to  the  mere  bulk  and  found  impossible  to  dissect  the  sac  from 
Situation  of  the  tumor),  as  far  as  an  -  its  attachments  entire  on  account  of  its 
iaolaled  case  is  valuable,  disproves  the  bulk  and  the  extreme  tenuity  of  its  an. 
asaeiiion.  terior  walls,  a  large  \ucvs>vo\x  Yia&  ixvaA^ 
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iuto  it  as  il  lay  in  siiu.    The  cflused  oajr  treble  Uiat  quaatity,  and  ja  thr 

fluid  was  exceed iiigljr  abundant,  varjr-  patient  contiDues  in  oomparaliveljr  u 

ing   in   eulour  ana   consistence    as    it  uninjured  condition  for  a  considcnbk 

occupied  the  upper  or  more  depending  Icnf^^h  of  time.     Mr.  Caesar  Hawkinik 

portions  of  tbc  abscess,  and  was  filled  speakin^;^    of  encysted     tumors,  ujs 

with  hydatids  of  various  jpradations  of  "that  wherever  hydatids  are  aitaald, 

growth,  from  the  size  ot  a  pea  to  tbc  little  suffering'  is   experienced   empl 

diameter  of  an  inch  and  a  half.     Seve-  from  the  bulk  of  the  tamor,  asloiwai 

ral  of  these  accphalocysts  were  empty,  there  is  no  g^rcat  iuflammatiuD**;  M 

and   looked   like  floculi  of  coagulable  he    is    here    alludingf,    I   presune,  li 

lymph  ;   others  were  flaccid,  bein^  half  the  common  encysted  tumor,  formed  if 

'  filled  with  a  linij^id  fluid,  and  resembled  a  single  hydatid.     In  the  liver,  howefcr, 

flattened  spheroids :   these  appearances  the  case  is  altered,  for  be  sayi  "  tk 

I  attribute  to  the  lenfrth  of  time  which  peculiar  situation  of  these  tumors  tuj 

hud   elapsed  since    the    death  of  the  render  them  fatal  at  an  earlier  uend 

woman,  a  period  of  sufficient  duration  than  they  otherwise  would   have  bees.* 

to  cause  tiie  partial  decomposition  of  I  can   only   therefore  account  Air  ik 

many  of  these  thin  and  filmy  bodies,  enormous  extent  of  the  tumor  in  qso- 

Itwas  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  tion  causing  so   little  comparative  is- 

the  gentleman  who  conducted  the  ex-  convenience  from    its    mafrnitude,  k| 

amination,  and  of  Jiis  father,  who  was  the  apparent   fact,  that  as  Uie  fluid  b^ 

also  ])resent,  that  the  tumor  contained,  came  slowly  deposited,  the  consequent 

at  the  most  moderate  computation,  com-  distension  of  the  sac  produced  a  gn- 

tiderahly  upwards  of  a  yallon  of  effiued  dual  absorption,  and  eventually  usu^vd 

flnid^   several    wash-hand    basins    full  the  entire  situation  of  the  left  lobe  of 

liaving  been  successively  carried  away  the  liver. 

and  emptied  by  the  attendants.  Waiiingford,  Jan.  29, 1887. 

The   remannng  (nght)   lobe  of  the 
liver  was  turgid,  and  its  proper  structure  ' 

in  such  a  state  o( ramoilissemeni  that  INFLUENZA- 

it  broke  down  under  the  slightest  pres-  ^  * 

sure.      The  gall-bladder,    which    was         nature  and  treatment  of  the 
apparently  untouched  by   the  disease,  present  epidemic. 

contained   a  small .  quantity    of  thin,  ^^^^ 

semi  -  transparent,    unhealthy    lookiuir 

bile.  ^  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Guztttt. 

The  thorax  presented  abundant  traces  « 

of  the  former  existence  of  disease.    The  ' 

parenchymatous  tissue  of  the  lungs  was  T^e   immense  number  of  persons  U- 

nealthy,  but  the  pleura  pulmonalis  ad-  bourin^^  under  the   present  prevtilinfT 

hered  so  firmly  to  the  costal  pleura  that  ei)idemic,  now  raging  in  every  part  of 

it  required  considerable  effort  to  detach  England  and  Scotland,  as  well  ss  on 

them.     The  heart,  which  was  flaccid  the  Continent,  has  perhaps  scarcely  ever 

and  slightly  hypertrophied,  adhered  in  been   exceeded ;    while  in  many  casei 

places   U)  the  mner  membrane  of  the  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  has  canted 

pericardium  ;    and  the  external  layer  of  a  fatalit]r  as    great    as  that    by  tnj 

this  investing  membrane  had  frequent  scourge  which  lias  visited  us  for  many 

points  of  attachment  to  the  diaphragm  years, 
and  mediastinum.  It  maybe  diflicult  to  refer  this  dii- 

KEMARKs.*-The    foregoing   case  is  ease  to  any  definite  cause,  or  to  prove 

chiefly  interesting  as  it  shows  the  enor-  whether  it  is  occasioned  by  a  morbid 

mous  magnitude  a  tumor  of  th^  inter-  poison  existing  in  tbc  atmosphere,  or 

nal  organs  may  attain,  and  the  impor-  depends  on  the  many  great  and  suddea 

tantlesions  vital  structures  may  undergo,  changes  of  temperature  that  have  taken 

without  giving  rise  to  an  eouivalent  place  in  the  course  of  the  few  last  months, 

urgency  of  symptoms.     Dr.  Tweedie,  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being 

upon   the    authority    of  Abercrombie,  Ujc  duty  of  every  medical  man  to  detcr- 

states  that  "  no  less  ihan  four  pounds  mine  by  experiment  the  best  mode  of 

of  purulent  matter  have  been  found  in  treating  tliis  affection,  and  as  a  vast 

a  smgle  abscess  of  the  liver";  but  here  number  of  patients    have   been  daily 

we  have  u  tumor  cuutaiuiug  duublc^  falliuv;  under  my  care,  T   have   been 
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led   to  try  the  comparatirc  elTects  of  than  when  the  lancet  was  used.    Indeed 

bleeding     and     of    withholding     the  the  convalescence  may  be  said  to  have 

lancet,  and  to  send  you  the  results.  been   in  general  fairly  established  on 

The  disease  usually  makes  its  iuva-  the  fifth  day  in  the  last  series  of  cases, 

sion  with  alternating  chilliuess  or  shi-  while  on   the  contrary,  in  that  where 

▼erings,  and  flushings  of  heat,  with  a  venesection  was  performed,  all  the  phe- 

sense  of  extreme  languor,  and  pain  in  nomena  became  greatly  aggravated,  and 

the  forehead  and  limbs,  followed  by  a  the  patients  were  in  fact  unable  to  leave 

tenderness  and  fulness  of  the  eyes,  ac-  their  beds  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  and 

oompanied  with  a  copious  discharge  of  sometimes  even  longer. 

thin   fluid;    then  supervene  sneezing,  It  is  remarkable  also,  when  the  symp- 

sore  throat,  hoarseness,  and  a  dry  cough,  toms  have  so  nearly  resembled  those  of 

a  feeling  of  constriction  across  the  chest,  arachnitis,  peripneumonia,  plearitis,  or 

with  difficulty  of  breathing,  with  pain  enteritis,  wnich   was  by  no  means  in- 

in  the  back,  depression  of  spirits,  and  frequent,  as  almost  to    warrant  these 

gretii   prostration    of  strength.      The  several  diagnoses,  they  have  universally 

tongue  is    generally  clean    and  ofVen  yielded  to  uie  remedies  I  have  specified, 

moist,thepuisequicKand  jerking,  after-  without  the    loss  of  blood,  and   have 

wards  small  and  feeble,  and  the  skin  is  neither  been  followed  by  the  ordinary 

for  the  most  part  in  a  state  of  perspira-  consequences  of  inflammation,  nor  with 

tion  ;    vertigo  and  delirium  are  not  uu-  the  distressing  collapse  and  lengthened 

common,  neither  tfe  heemoptysis  and  illness  of  the  patients  in  whose  cases 

epistaxis  ;   nausea,  vomiting,  and  pain  bleeding  was  resorted  to. 

in  the  bowels  with  diarrhcea,  are  also  The  greater  advantages  which  have 

occasionally  present.  resulted  from  abstaining  from  bleeding 

The  pain  in  the  forehead,  dry  cough,  in   these  cases,  almost  inclines  me  to 

and  delirium,  were  often  of  such  extreme  adopt  the  hypothesis,  that  this  disease 

urgency,  as  that  active  depletion   ap-  does  not  depend  on  mere  changes  of 

peared   not  only  to  be  justifiable,  but  temperature,  but  on  the  existence  of  one 

essential   to  the  safety  of  the  patient,  ofthose  many  atmospheric  poisons  which 

and  I  accordingly  selected  Ave  cases  in  so  often  influence  our  health :  especially 

which  I  employed  the  lancet  with  no  as  the   practical  result  seems  to  be  in 

sparing  hana.    The  bleeding,  however,  accordance  with  those  principles  I  have 

was  quickly  followed  by  an  alarming  so  often  advocated  through  the  medium 

and  aangerous  prostration  ofstrength^  of  your  journal:    but    I  beg  to  add  a 

with  little  improvement  in  any  symptom,  case  which  involves  no  hypothesis,  and 

and  at  best  oy  a  very  protracted  con-  which  is  distinctly  in  proof  of  bleeding 

valescence,  so  that  I  was  induced  to  werj  considerably  aggravating  the  effects 

abandon  the  lancet,  and  to  adopt  a  more  of   a  poison   demonstrably   introduced 

•imple  mode  of  treatment:    in  a  series  into  thesy  stem. 

of  cases  of  equal  severity  and  nearly  On   Wednesday,  Jan.  I8lh,  at    one 

similar  in  every  particular,  I  therefore,  o'clock  p.m.  Mr.  Belcher  upon  entering 

DOW  prescribed,  as  in  the   former  in-  an  apartment  where  ipecacuanha  pow- 

stances,  Hydrarg.    Cbloridi^,   gr.   ii.;  der  was  being  used  for  pharmaceutical 

Extr.  Coloc.  Co.,  gr.  viii.  statim,  and  a  purposes,  was  immediately  seized  with 

draught  every  four  hours  consisting  of  the  most  urgent  dyspnoea,  with  a  sense 

Syr.  Papav.,  Misturse  Acacice,  aa.  3j. ;  of  constriction  across  the  chest,  accom- 

Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.  5ij. ;   Mist.  Cam-  panied    with    violent    and    convulsive 

phor,  Ji;  while  pedilu via,  blisters,  and  cough,  which,  together  with  the  snccz- 

mostard  cataplasms,  were  used  as  occa-  ing,  continued  lor  some  time,  until  at 

sioDal  adjuvantia;  at  the  same  time  en-  length  his  countenance  became  anxious 

joining  restriction  to  a  low  diet  for  two  and  livid  ;   his  eyes  were  suffused,  and 

or  three  days,  then  moderate  and  well-  he  complained  of  a  dry,  burning  sen- 

renlated  support.                                  •  sation  in  the  fauces,  amounting  almost 

7  have  thus  treated  five  hundred  and  to  suffocation  ;    his  pulse  was    rapid. 

eighteen  cases  with  perfect  success,  for  He   was    instantly  removed   from    the 

I   am  satisfied    the  patients  have  re-  room,  and  I  prescribed,    Sp.  iBtheris 

ooTered  with  much  less  discomfort,  at  Sulpb.  Co.  3iss.  ex  Mist. Camph. statim; 

fiir  less  expense  to    the  system,    and  which  I  directed  to  be  repeated  at  short 

within  a  much  shorter  pcnod  of  time,  intervals,  until  the  symptoms  wet^  t^- 

•  Calomel.  lieved.    At  the  ctvd  ot  \.y?CTv\.^  toawwV^s 


roa  anomaijous  distribution  op  the  branches  of  the  aorta. 

Uiere  was  a  marked  improvement,  bis  teries  arisinf^  from  tBe  arch  of  the  Mta 

hrcathing  first  becoming  freer,  and  all  worthy  of  insertion   in  your  TaliiaMe 

tbe  other  symptoms  gradually  subsidinif ,  journal,  you  will  much  oblige 

so  that  in  the  evening  he  was  quite  well.  Your  obedient  senrant, 

and   resumed   his  orainary  occupation  *^*JF"?..   i??? 

*u     /uil^«.:««.  •«^.»;»^  Late  Secretary  to  the  Ihibltn  McdLee- 

on  the  following  morning.  Chimrgicai  Sodrty. 

This  singular  idiosyncrasy  has  manu       Flnslrary-Sqaare, 
fested  itself  in  this  individual  as  many  Jan.  as,  ib57. 

as  a  dozen  times,  when  he  has  always        The  subject  of  this  aitomalT  was  a 
been  bled,  and  subsequently  blistered,     male,  of  middle  age,  rather  tall,  and  of 
Dr.   George   Gilbert  Currey  was    the    muscular  frame.     The   irre^lwntj  in 
first  to  recommend  bleeding  in    Bel-    the  distribution  of  tbe  arteries  was  not 
cherts  case ;  the  practice  has  since  been     confined   to  tbe  cervical  resfion,  there 
repeated,  and  be  has  invariably  been     being  a  high  division  of  the  brachial 
confined   to  his  room  for  four  or  hye    artery  in  the  left  upper  extremity:  the 
days ;  indeed,  I  treated  him  myself  by    left  hepatic  artery  arose  from  the  abdo- 
bleeding,  under  tbe  same  circumstances    minal  artery  itself,  and  thero  were  two 
and  with  like  result  twelve  months  since,    renal  arteries  on  each  side ;  but  the  i^ 
A  German  physician.  Dr.   Prieger,    regularity  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  al- 
bas published  a  remarkable  case  of  a    tention  was  from  the  transverse  portioB 
person,  who,  in  consequence  of  inhaling    of  the  arch  of  the  aorta, 
the  dust  of  ipccacuan  powder,  was  at-        From  this  portion  of  the  aorta  two 
tacked  with  a  sense  of  tightness  in  the    branches  were  given   ofT,    the   larger 
chest,  vomiting,  and  soon  after  an  alarm-    arising  from   that  part    of    the  arteiy 
iiig  sense  of  suffocation,  from  tightness    which  in  the  regular  dtstribation  sivct 
in  the  throat.     When  these  symptoms    origin  to  the  arteria  brachio-eepbdiea : 
had  continued  several  hours,  and  bleed-    the  other  was  the  lefl  subclavian.    He 
ing  had  been  ineffectually  resorted  to,    first  of  these,  a  thick  trunk  a  little  noie 
tbe  uneasiness  in  the  throat  was  removed    than   an  inch  in  length,  was  directed 
after  the  use  of  a  decoction  of  uva-ursi    towards  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  aad 
and  rhatany  root :  but  the  dyspnoea  re-    bifurcated  about  the  middle  of  the  Ira* 
mained  several  days*.  chca  into  the  arteria  brachio-cepbaliea 

My  case  of  ipecacuanha,  as  it  appears  and  left  carotid,  which  arteries  snbdi^ 
to  me,  strongly  illustrates  a  doctrine  yided  as  usual,  but  tbe  situation  of  the 
long  inculcated  by  Dr.  Williams,  with  former,  and  its  continuation,  the  right 
respect  to  this  class  of  diseases,  and,  as  subclavian  artery,  were  greatly  altmd 
far  as  mv  experience  has  gone,  acted  in  relation  to  the  surrounding  parts; 
upon  with  admirable  effect  by  that  phy-  they  were  situated  much  higher  than 
sician. — I  remain,  sir,  usual;  the  subclavians  passed  anterior 

Your  faithful  servant,  to  the  scalenus  anticns  mascle— -a  coune 

Henry  Bullock,  M.R.C.S.        that    has    very  rarely  been  observed. 
St.  Thoina»*«  Hotpitai,  This   abnormal  distribution  of  arteiiei 

Jan.  28ib,  1837.  ^3^  ^jth  a  slight  modification,  the  nor-. 

- mal  conformation  observed  in  a  md 

many   animals    occupying'  an  inKrior 

ACCOUNT  station  in  the  scale  of  gradation :  ia 

OP  AN  several  of  the  quadrumana,  of  the  glimi 

ANOMALOUS   DISTRIBUTION   OF    in  the  lion,  by oena,  bear, marmot, goiaca 

THE  BRANCHES  OF  THE  AORTA,  P'£».^®-         „  ^  .    ,   . 

Thero  was  a  small  tnangnlar  spaee 

AND  AN  UNUSUAL  couasE  OF  THB  formed  over  the  front  of  the  tradiro, 

RIGHT  SUBCLAVIAN  ARTERT.  boundcd  on  the  right  by   the  arteria 

^___  bracbio-cephalica,  on   the  left  by  the 

left  carotid ;  its  apex  being  formed  by 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  decussation  of  these  arteries,  and  in 

g,,^  base  by  the  thyroid  gland. 
Shou  Lo'you  deem  tbe  following  account  The  vertebral  artery  wu  larger  thia 
of  an  anomalous  distribution  oT  the  ar-  natural,  remarkably  anperBcial   and  a>. 
,  cended  as  high  as  tbe  aeeotid  eerviesl 

•  Koaf .  Magailu  flir  di«  ge»ammvt  UA\WA«,   vertebra  before  entering  the  foramina  ift 
92,  IH2,  xol^m  Sx^xms^wtA  \it^(«iaec. 
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The  phrenic  nerve  descended  along^  second   cervical  vertebra,  altbougrh  the 

the  outer  marg'in  of  the  scalenus  anticus  latter  is  contained  in   a  dense  sheath, 

muscle,  crossed  the  subclavian  artery  at  along  with  the  internal  jugular  vein 

a  right  angle,  lying  immediately  upon  and  pneumogastric  nerve,  the  greatest 

it,  still  situatedf  at  the  cxterndf  border  caution  is  requisite  lest  the  one  be  mis- 

of  the  muscle.  taken  for  the  other,  and  the  wrong  ves- 

An   accurate   acquaintance  with  the  sel  secured,  and  thus  the  suflerings  and 

abnormal  distribution  of  parts  appears  danger  of  the  patient  considerably  aug- 

to  me  to  be  almost  as  indispensably  ne-  men  ted. 

cessary  to  the  operative  surgeon,  as  a  

knowledge    of   their  natural  arrange- 
ment.    It  is  no  light  thing  to  have  life  CLINICAL  AND  OTHER  MEDICAL 
intrusted  into  our  hands;  the  rules  of  TTMQTWTTr-Trmtf  at  i>AniQ 
our  art  are  not  invariably  precise  and  INSTRUCTION  AT  PARIS. 

certain;  and  it  is  the  imperative  duty  _ 

of    every    one    to    avail    himself    of 

every  opportunity  of  acquiring  practical  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette^ 

knowledge.     The  possioility  of  such  a  ^ 

distribution  as  I  have  mentioned  points  ' 

out  at  once  how   necessary  it  is  to  be  In  your  number  for  October  29,  1836, 

cautious  in  performing  the  operation  of  there  is  an  account  of  the  state  of  pub- 

tracheotomy :    the  life   of   toe   patient  lie  instruction  in  France,  which  seems 

probably  depends  on  the  direction  of  the  to  call  for  a  few  remarks. 

edge  of  the  Knife,  for  in  the  natural  ar-        It  is  evident  the  writer  received  the 

rangement,  in  which  I  have  seen  several  information  fpven  him  with  no  unjusti- 

operations  performed  with  the  cutting  fiable  scepticism.    We  are  told  that  the 

edge  of  the  knife,  in  a  case  like  the  one  physicians  and  surgeons  devote  daily 

I  have  mentioned  it  might  prove  de-  two  hours  in  the  waras  of  the  sick,  and 

structive  to  life.     Hence  the  necessity  afterwards  retire  to  the  operating  the- 

of  establishing  a  general  rule  of  cutting  atre  to  deliver  one  bourns  lecture  on  the 

from  below  upwards.  most  interesting  cases  in  the  wards. 

In  tyin^  the  subclavian  artery  in  the        Now,  admitting  that  it  was  unneces* 

third  division  of  its  course,  the  blade  of  sary  to  specify  Sunday  as  in  some  de- 

the  knife  ought  never  to  be  used  after  gree  an  exception,  is  it  seriously  meant 

dividing    the    integuments,    platysma  to  be  affirmed  that  the  physicians  and 

myoides,  and  cervical  fascia ;  for  if  this  surgeons  in   general    **  devote  daily," 

caution  be  not  duly  observed,  instanta-  Sec,  ?    If  this  be  really  the  case,  will 

neous  dissolution  might  be  the  result,  this  intelligent   English  student  on    a 

either  from  a  wound  of  the  artery  itself  future  occasion  inform  us  in  a  general 

when  taking  a  course  as  in  the  case  just  way  how  many  pupils  attend  the  visit 

related,  or  from  a  division  of  the  phrenic  of  each  of  these  physicians  and   sur- 

nerve,  should  it  chance  to  be  situated  at  geons,and  how  many  of  them  remain  to 

the  outer  margin  of  the  scalenus  anticus  the  end  of  the  lecture.     On  this  subject 

muscle,    our   principal    land-mark   for  I  suspect  that  some  one  has  been  prac- 

laying  hold  or  the  artery  when  operat-  tising  on  his  '*  bonne  foi,^* 
ing  in  this  situation.  That  the  zeal  of  the  French  pbysi- 

In  securing  arteries  it  cannot  be  too  cians  and  surgeons  in  giving  clinical 

strongly  impressed  on  our  mind  the  ne-  instruction  is  often  very  great,  I  wil- 

cesaity  of  trying  what  effect  constricting  lingly    admit;    but    such    unaualified 

the  part  included  in  the  ligature  has  assertions  as  the  above  are  calculated 

upon  the  pulsating  tumor,  when  ope-  rather  to    mislead   than    to    enlighten 

rating  for  aneurism,  or  what  impression  those  English  students  who  may  have 
is  made  on  the  haemorrhage  in  cases  of   thoughts  of  visiting  Paris, 
wonnded  arteries;  for  the  wron^  ves-        There  is  one  point  which  correspon- 

•el,  and  even  nerves,  have  been  tied  by  dents  from  Fans  seem  to  be  shy  of 

eminent  surgeons  for  want  of  this  pre-  touching  upon,  and  that  is,  the  exc1u< 

caution ;    and   in  operating  upon   the  sion  of  pupils  in  general  from  the  wards, 

neck,  where  the  vertebral  artery,  as  in  except  during  the  visit  of  the  physi- 
the  above  case,  is  larger  than  natural,    cians  and  surgeons.    This,  of  coult^i^^ 

superficially    situated,   and    ascending  almost  entirely  pre^entA  iVe  y^«k<\v^\V! 
jparallel  to  the  carotid  as  high  as  the    of  a  pupiVs  taking  ca&ea^  axi^  xnaNfiAw^ 
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quiet  obscrrations  for  himself,— ad  van-  a  f^freat  measure  by  the  Tery  same  indi- 

tagfes  so  full^  afforded  in  some  of  the  Tiduals.    If  jou  attend  the  lectOKf  oft 

London  hospitals.  Professor  woo  is  uot  popular^  joa  tie 

We  are   told  that  '*  les   internes,  in  disturbed  bj  the  comings  in   and  ^ 

the  absence  of  the  surpceon,  direct  what-  gt)in^  oat  of  the  pupils,  to  say  ndluac 

ever  treatment  thcj  think  most  proper ;"  of  their  skippinff  alonfr  the  benches.  It 

that  **  if  required,  they   may  perform  is,  I  think,  the  late  Monsr.   Benin,  tf 

any  operation  in   the  absence  of  the  whom  the  anecdote  is  related,  that  wha 

surgeon  ;  thus  performing'  the  duties  of  pupils  were  coming  in  towards  ibeeaJ 

an    assistant-surgeon   in   our    En^rlish  of  bis  lecture,  he  used  to  say,  "  Sfessieoni 

hospitals."      Now    I    cannot   pretend,  ma legon  commence  a—-*' namiog the 

from  recent  obsenration,  to  assert  that  hour,  as  if  he  supposed  them    tooara 

the  internes  have  not  such  an  extensive  mistaken  it. 

privilege  of  interfering  in  the  treatment  I  understand  that   a   professor  wU 

of  the  patients  as  is  here  attributed  to  was  formerly  in  the  highest  favor  vilh 

tb^m ;  but  if  they  have,  matters  seem  the    Parisian   students,   now   addresct 

to  me  to  be  8tran|rc]y  altered  of  late  comparatively  empty  benches,  ontfl  ike 

years.     In  one  pomt  of  view,  indeed,  crowd  begins  to  flow  in  lor  the  neit 

this  privilege  may  not  be  considered  so  lecture. — I  remain,  sir, 

ver7  great,  as  the  surcfeons,  by  their  Your  obedient  servant, 

daily  visits,  are  not  likely  to  leave  much  Edwin  Harrisov. 

to  be  done  in  the  intervals.   However,  I  J«n.ao,i©7. 

imagine  that  there  is  some  cxaggera-  ■ 

'^f/v"  thouTa^nd^odies  annually  for  dis  ^^  PHILLIPS'S  REPLY 

section  sound  most  magnificently  to  the  ,       *^ 

ears  of  those  accustomed  to  dissect  in  the  ^^'  ^^britt's  additional  rsmaru 

English  schools  of  anatomy ;  but  if  there  °"  """ 

is  the  same  haste  that  there  was  some  NEW  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

years  ago   among  the  "  gargons,"  in  

throwingawaypartsstillinavery fitstate  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medicml  GazHie, 

for  dissection,  this  magnificent  supply  ^ 

will  be  found  in  actual  value  to  be  of  a  x                 v  *  t                   h    • 

much    more    moderate  character.       It  I  Regret  that  I  am  compelled  agam  to 

must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  large  pro-  address  you.     I  shall  do  so  as  brief!/ 

portion  of  the  subjects  have  previously  asposs^Ie.                        ,       ,      ,, 

r.«^«,.n,««^  «  4i .,«u  -.^»*  ^^.* r  Mr.  Evcntt  observes  that  br  "  a  en- 


praises  of  many  who  have  not,  perhaps,  ^^^^  "^^  ^^V^"^^  ^*f  ^  **M».»^<^  remember 

duly  considered  the  great  waste  of  time  ^®  quantities  of  ingredients  w4  m 

that  it  indirectly  occasions  to  the  dili-  ®^®'*^  formula;  or  that  when  no  doubt 

gent  student,  by   the  crowding    after  *"*^^.»  }  *?®I****  ^^  ^^^^y  occasion  refer 

popular  lecturers,  and  the  difficulty  of  to  original  documente. 

getting  a  tolerable  seat,  unless  by  a  « ^h\  »*« tement  is  repeated   by  Mr. 

long  and  wearisome    wailing  on  the  ^ventt,    that  one  measure  and  thict 

benches.  quarters  of  water  arc  more  nearly  it- 


subjects,  at  different  places,  so  that  if  in  ^°?  Z^ '  ^"^V  ^"®*®  ""™  ^^  ?"«• 

despair  of  getting  near  the  lecturer,  (on  "«*'*'®'  expansion  nor  condensation  ae 

chemistry,  for  example)  at  L'Ecolc  de  *^*"?'  ^^^^  calculation  coincides  with  ex- 

Medccine,  you  hope  to  be  better  placed  PC"ment  to  prove,  that  when  two  iia- 

at  "  La  Sorbonne,^'  or  elsewher6,  you  *"^  ®/  "^f^T  ^^  ™"^«*  ^«*"  ^^  ■«" 

have  a  chance  of  finding  yourself  still  *"IL*^  .f®'"^**^'*  ®'  ammonia  of  ^.  gr. 

thrown  in  the  background,  and  that  in  ^'^^  ^Ifl  mcasores    of   solutioB  of 

. ^          ' sp.  gr.  0-&60  are  obtained. 

•  Bo(iu-»  aiiogcther  unopened  form  quite  an  It  is  remarked  bv  Mr.  Ereritt  that  I 

exception,  and  are,  I  bMicyc,  generally  oliUlned  l -    «    omitted    the   word  "  mlmmt  »»  m^ 

by  Apfcltl  agreemenl  wUh  ai\  hitrrne  ot.  o\Wt  "^'^c   «™Hieu   loc  worn     -tfOoiif,     asea 

o/ffci/ii  person.  ^'b'   «VK^  va.  qat^VlW!^  ^Saft  <(uantity  of 
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water  to  be  employed  in  a  process :  I  this  treatment  that  I  ba?e  troubled  jou 

admit  the  charge,   but  deny   that  the  with  this  letter. 

omission  in  any  way  affects  the  point  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  treat- 

at  issue.     He  says  that  be  did  not  in-  ment  of  the  severe  cases  which  have 

tend  to  g^ve  the  exact  strength  of  the  occurred  in  the  House   of  Correction, 

product :    "  I  said,  put  *  ahouV  (a  little  and    which    have  amounted,  since  the 

word  omitted  by  Mr,  Phillips)  .10  parts  27th   of  December  to    this    period,  to 

of  water.'*     I  shall  not  question  Mr.  one  hundred  and   five.     Of  these,  ten 

Everett's  intention,  but  I  must  main-  have  terminated  fatally ;  the  remainder 

tain  that  his  directions  are  precise  for  either   have  recovered,  or  are  in  a  fair 

obtaining  solution  of  ammonia  of  sp.  way  of  doing  so. 

grr.  0'9S) ;  the  word  about  applying  The  urgent  symptoms  of  fever,  head- 
only  to  the  quantity  of  water  to  oe  put  ache,  and  pains  in  the  limbs,  were  soon 
into  the  receiver,  and  not  to  the  whole  relieved  by  the  use  of  saline  aperient 
quantity  to  be  obtained  ;  for  Mr.  £.  effervescing  medicine,  which  also  quiet- 
says,  ''by  the  time  that  the  30  parts  of  ed  the  nausea  of  the  stomach.  The  op- 
water  in  the  receiver  bottle  have  in-  pression  of  the  chest  and  difficulty  of 
creased  to  35  parts,  nearly  all  the  am-  respiration  were  removed  by  the  fre- 
monia  will  have  passed  over."  There  quent  applications  of  mild  mustard 
is  no  ahoMi  as  to  the  sp.  gr.  of  the  solu-  poultices.  In  one  instance  only  was 
tion,  nor  any  as  to  its  quantity;  and  I  induced  to  bleed:  no  amelioration  of 
either  by  putting  water  into  the  re-  the  symptoms  supervened.  The  blood 
ceiver,  or  by  distilling  it  with  the  am-  shewed  no  appearance  of  inflammation, 
monia,  directions  are  distinctly  given  and  a  post-mortem  examination  con- 
for  obtaining  35  parts  of  solution  of  vinced  me  that  none  existed.  As  soon 
ammonia  of  sp.  gr.  960,  from  ten  parts  as  the  febrile  symptoms  were  subdued, 
of  muriate  of  ammonia.  even  when  the  subsequent  cough  re- 
Permit  me  to  add,  that  corrections  of  mained,  I  upon  every  occasion  gave 
some  errors  occurring  in  the  translation,  nutritious  food,  consisting  of  milk, 
may  be  had  ofMr.Highley,  the  publisher,  broths,  and  most  frequently  the  stimu- 

I  remain,  sir,  lants  of  wine  and  porter.    This  sup- 

Your  obedient  servant,  porting  plan  I  was  induced  to  recom- 

R.  Phillips.  mend  from  the  fear  of  typhus  fever  fol- 

Jao.81,  1887.  lowing  the  great  prostration  of  strength 

^ induced  by  the  poison,  and  of  which  I 

had  seen  so  many  melancholy  cases  as 

INFLUENZA,  ibe  sequelse  of  cholera. 

AS  IT  HAS  PREVAILED  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  The  atmosphcrc  still  continues  to  be 

CORRECTION.  loadcd  with  this  fatal  poison ;  it  makes 

its  attack  upon  the  mucous  lining  of  the 

bronchial  passages,  but  does  not  deserve 

TTo  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  appellation  of  bronchitis,  a  term 

which  nas  been  freely  applied  to  it  by 

°'*»  the  profession,   very  unscientifically  I 

Since  my  letter  addressed  to  you  on  think,  and  likely  to  be  productive  of 

tbe  5th  of  November  last,  remarking  rery  erroneous  treatment. 

upon  tbe  almost  total  absence  of  active  The  rapidity  with  which  some  of  the 

or  inflammatory  disease  in  the  metres-  cases  were  carried  off*,  where  previous 

polis,  we  have  been  visited  by  one  of  disease  of  the  lungs  existed,  is  hardly 

the  most  direful  scourjges,  in  the  form  of  credible,  and   shews   the  concentrated 

influenza,  that  has  occurred  within  the  character  of  the  poison.     I  should  very 

memory  of  the  oldest  practitioner,  and  much  like  to  be  informed  what  the  treat- 

whicb  in  its  consequences  will  be  found  ment  has  been  in  the  larg^  public  insti- 

to  have  been  far  more  fatal  than  the  tutions  in  London  and  the  neighbour- 

dK>lera.  hood,  and  whether  depletion  has  been 

This  disease,  upon  its  first  appear-  employed  to  any  extent. 

ance,  so  much  resembled  inflammation  I  remain,  sir, 

of  the  bronchial  passages,  that  the  pro-  Your  obedient  servant, 

lession  in  many  instances  were  induced  H.  WAKCi\^\A^» 

to  recommend  bleeding.    It  is  for  the  L«.,downe  PUct, 

purpose  of  entenng  my  protes I  against  Feb.  2, 18S7. 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICESop  BOOKS,  operation,  is  cridcntly  the  resolt  ^mi- 
nute oDsenration  and  reaearcb.    Here, 

Uierefore,  we  have  the   testimonj  of  a 

«*  L'Autear  ae  toe  k  allongcr  ce  que  le  lecieur  at  competent  and  intelligent  witneM,  fm 

me  k  •Lr*ger.»»-D*ALKMB«BT.  f^^^  j^^y  personal   biaa;   and  hiscfi- 

dence  is  or  a  nature  to   convince  tk 

^  J'  /•    w  :*t.^*^:^»,,      ^«   «.  most  sceptical,  not  only  of  the  abstract 

Compend,um    ofLtth^trip,},!    or  an  J^  ,;peraUon;but  of  the  eitn- 

Account  of  ««»«'»«/  y  '*'??"»•  bnlinary  mechuical  g^niu.  and  iuimI 

from  the  Bladder  wUhout  Incmon;  j^^j^ri^ ^f  Baron  fi^urteloup. 

"JTf  tie'.Tsa:t:^?:iT^iz:  ^r-^y  "-"?-«*  LiT 

«n<l«nn,e,.o^Wood'^tyepr^^ 


„/«V   "  7u    tV^ Vuir, /-ir  J»r  ZWirn  one  or  two  points,  in  order  to  show  the 

Highness  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  &c.&c.  ^^^^^^  ^  w*hich  our  author  has  aeeH- 

During   the  last  ten    years,  we  have  ed  his  task — ^not  without  the  hope  if 

taken  frequent  opportunities  of  laying  inducing  our  readers  to  add  the**  Cinb- 

before  our  readers  an  account  oi  the  pendium'*to  their  libraries, 
progressive  advances  in  that  most  im-        Before  we  proceed  to  describe  tbe  ia- 

portaut  improvement  of  modern  surgery  ttruments  employed  bj  Baron  Heaite- 

— the  art  of  removing  calculi  from  the  loup,  it  may  l>e  aa  well  to  make  ov 

human  bladder  through    the  urethra,  reaaers  acquainted  with  the  bed  (fi;.  1) 

The  progressive  steps  in  the  discovery  invented  by  him  for  the   performiaee 

have  been  made  so  rapidly  as  to  require  of  his  operations, 
considerable  activity  to  keep  pace  with        Three  pieces  of  wood  (A,  B,C,fig.l.) 

them,  and   on  some  occasions  we  had  form  the  sides  of  tbe  bed,  and  tkej  tis 

scarcely  described  one    invention  ere  so  joined  as  to  form  two  ri^ht-angiralii- 

another  yet  more  important  had  been  angles.     They  are  united  in  front  atlhi 

added  to  It.     Some  account  of  the  pre-  right  angle,  by  a  strong  piece  of  md 

sent  state  of  the  art,  and  some  descrip-  (D  D),  8^  also  by  another  of  saalkr 

tion  calculated  to  bring    the   subject  size  (£).    The  bed  may  be  made  to  lert 

within  the  grasp  of  all,  had  become  a  on  the  hypotbennse  or  the  triangle  by 

great  desideratum.     Inventors  are  often  foldingr  up  the  moveable  portion  (K  K), 

influeuced   by   a  natural   affection  for  which  is  done  by  unfastening  the  bar  (M) 

their  progeny,  which  leads  us  to  receive  which  is  fixed  by  a  bolt  at  G.    \^Ti« 

their  testimony  with  some  degree  of  this  has  been  done,  the  bed  rests  opoi 

reservation  ;  and  they  themselves  fully  B,  which  will  now  lie  upon  the  grofod. 

understanding    all   the    details,   some-  Q,  represents  the  mattress;  S  S,  two 

times  take  for  granted  an  equal  degree  pieces  of  wood,  with  slippers  (U  r),ftr 

of  familiarity  with  the  subject  on  the  part  the  feet  of  the  patient.     In  tbe  spice 

of  their  readers,  which  has  led  to  their  between  D,  F,  D,  is  seen  pTojectiaiifi 

descriptions    being    occasionally    less  contrivance  called  the  **  support  fiz^" 

complete  and  elementary  than  might  be  for  giving  steadiness  to  the  instramesii 

desired.     Now  from  these  two  causes  of  employed.     It  is  also  represented  d^ 

imperfection,    lithotripsy   has   suffered,  toch'ed  from  the  bed  at  6,  3, 3  * 
as  regards  its  literature,  and  we  think        The  next  important  step  in  tbe  in- 

that  a  very  important  service  has  been  provement  of  this  operation  seeias  t> 

rendered   to  this  interesting  branch  of  have  been  in  the  mode  of  grrannDg  tbe 

surgery  by  the  author  of  the  "Com-  stone,  or  rather  of  seizing  it  first,  i«^ 


a  description  of  the  instruments  which  ously  been  the  case^  each  admittmgv 

(to  use  a  phrase  more  pithy  than  ele-  being  moved  separately  or  sinialttti^ 

irant)  is  "  adapted  to  the  meanest  capa-       ^ — -r; 

cities  "    while    his    oninions   rcirardinfr  *  For  a  ftaU  accountof  Um  "LU  BmIm^ 

ciues,      wniie    nis    opinions    rcganiing  and  lu  numerow  contrivance*,  wt  re«w  l»  *» 

them,  and  his  general  estimate  of  the  hvdicalOasbtts,  vsl.v.  p.lli^fftpf. 


MR.  BELIKAYE  ON  LimOTRIFST. 


ooaly ;  h>  that  when  tlie  stone  had  been  button-sbiped  extremitjr,  which  lbnn«d 

«Biiglil,  each  branch  could  be  indiTidu.  tbe  tenninadon  or  point  of  the   hiatru- 

bDj-  adjjUed,  so   ai  to  render  its  hold  ment  when  dub  vbile,  beinj;  open,  it 

— . Tbe  fourth  branch  bad  a  auiMedingn^ingtbe  stoDe(seefig.2.) 


Fio.  4. 


Sometines  the  brancbeB  laid  bold  of  of  improTeuMtit  preimt*  itself.     It  U 

"IIm  ealcuius  in  lome  awkward  manner,  not   difficult   to  imagine  a   person  «t- 

sot  admitlinjf  of  ill  ptnper  adjuKnent  tempting  to  grasp  in  one  hand  ■  ball, 

t>jr  'nr  of  the  ordinary  means ;  and  here  reij  lar^  in  proportion  to  the  lenvt^  ^ 

■y^e  think  one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  fait   fingera,  and  haiina  onpTvaKj  \vA 

wimpk  contntances  in  the  wboje  nuge  Jiold    of  it    in    tli«    &^,    m    «i>vi« 
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•wltward  waj,    he  fiods    it   impossi-  hit  asustuice.     Tbim  la  preettelj  «ht 

ble  to  improve  his  ^rasp   nithoul  Unit  Baron   Heurieloup  doe«:    he  ffi'd  ike 

letling^    it    go  —  impossihie,    thtt    is,  instrumeDt  anolAer  AMiuf,  bj  intiwlDciif 

naless  he   bnvgt  hu   other  band    to  dowD  through  ita  ceatre  a.  amall  thne- 


hranch  pincers,  which  he  calls  the 
"  pince  seirantei"  and  which  loaj  be 
seen  represented  in  the  above  en|(rav. 
in^,  6g.  3.  By  this  contrivance  the 
cafcutus  is  ailjusted  within  the  branches 
or  the  long-er  insiniDient,  in  the  manner 
desired  h^  the  operator.  The  "  pinee" 
being  withdrawn,  he  proceeds  to  act 
wilb  the  borer.  But  a  better  idea  than 
anj  verbal  description  can  convey  will 
be  gathered  from  the  engraving  lig.  2, 
whicb  represents  a  large  spherical  cal- 
culus griisped  by  the  four-breueh  in- 
Btrumeut,  and  perforated  by  the  drill, — 
the  latter  being  in  oullitte.  When  the 
caculus  has  ibus  been  bored  to  a  suf- 
ficient depth  (a  circumstance.judgvd  of 
br  graduated  marks  upon  tbe  portion  of 

tbe  drill  is  withdrawn,  and  an  inslru. 
inent  called  the  excavator  introduced  in 
iu  place.  TheobjecVotih\«< 


It  the  iaterior  nf  the  slanrT 
«  it  to  «  mere  shell  :-4ierr, 
re  prtfcT  appealing  to  the 
ibiling'  the  action  of  (be 
n  it  has  done  its  vet 
Still  there  was  (he  ib«U  If 


plishing  this  seems  to  hare  been  tbe 
means  of  leading  to  ■  most  iBpoflail 
improvement  in  the  principle  of  oft- 
rating, — at  least  on  stones  of  a  cntiis 
size,  —  namely,  that  of  breakinir  * 
crushinfc,  iuBtead  of  the  slower  prxtfl 
of  rubbing  or  wearing  diem  down.  The 
initruDient  with  four  or  even  with  ikrM 
blades  no  longer  served,  and  mare  W- 
pie  and  stronger  mechanism  bam" 
requisite.  The  desideratum  waa  an  >■■ 
Btrument  whicb  might  be  doaed  Bpoi 
the  colculos  if  smdl,  or  its  sbell-lib 
fragment,  if  it  bad  required  to  be  bol- 
Vaiieid,— and   farther,   which  might  kc 
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of   breakiiiK   tfae  neiertlidew,    tbs     probkn    k^   bin 

e  it  ii  or  a  certaiD  sohcd.      It  eoimsta    in    ntablUw  i 

dmined  to  fixed  poiut,  BgaiiMt  whieb  tbc  eakm 

underip  anothcT  iinprovemcnC,  in  which  is  to  oe  inpportcd    wbm  it  rcecira  tie 

the  simplicity  or  the  process  is  slill  far-  blow,  —  a   iiM*e>bIe    blade,  eapabk  rf 

ther  aOfanced.      This  consists  of  pro-  slrikinr  it   with  aufficiRit  fotce,  — nl 

Tiding  it  with  a  hummer.     This  sounds  lastly,  kesninK  the   whol«  daar  of  Ac 

rather  fomiidafale,  to  be  sure,  wheo  we  side*  of   tne   oladder,   thai  the*  wi; 

reflect  that  it  is  to  be  used  in  the  human  rsMpe  injnrj'.     Imagine  Og.  4*iB  lb 

bladder,  and  that,  too,  when  the  or^n  centre  «f  the  bladder,  disteiided  bj  fn- 

h«*  been  rendered  irritable  hj  disease  :  lioiis  injection,  and  joa  bare  the  "fa* 


*  of  Baron    Heurteloup.       Like    thought  of  cmploving  a  acreWibrwIrMh 

the  recto-mrvilinesr  sound,  it  consists    the  plates  sfaoula  be  ffraduallT  nl  sn; 


of 


igbt  and  a  curved  portion.     As  powerfully  (breed  tofre'ther, 

thereaderlucik8upnDii(fi|;.7),theextreme  thuscrushed;    but  the   tendencjof** 

ptirtiun  on  the  Iclt  is  the  fixed  point, —  sti^el  to  bend,  and  other  reasona,  indDccd 

thei>thcr  the  moveable  blade  ur  hammer,  him  toabandun  this — we  beliere  ealirc 

which,  Blidinjf  in  a  strai;;ht  stem  ^cut  Ij.    Still  there  was  some  incotiTeiiieiMe, 

short  in  the    fieiirej,   admits   of  being'  from   the  fragments,  when  broken  of, 

pulled  back  and  driven  in  again  upon  being,  as  it  were,  lost  in  the  bladder, 

the    calculus    with    sufficient    force   to  This  induced  H.  Heurteloup  to  giretk 

break  it.    At  one  time  M.  Heurteloup  instruments  hoUoworipooaahapc,wiik 
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holes  in  it  {^g,  8),  so  that  when  closed  c'uisbed  operator,  whose  object  it  is  to 

upon  a  fragmeut,  and  a  few  blows  of  the  aetemiiue   under    what    condition    of 

hammer  are  ^iven'*  cautiously  and  judi-  wounded  arteries  the  ligature  is  to  be 

ciously,"  the  superabundant  portions  are  applied,  in  a  remote  or  a  neigbbourinir 

forced  out  through  the  apertures  and  at  situation.    The   illustrative  cases  will 

the  edges  of  the  instrument,  which  being  be  read  with  interest. 

then  completely  closed,   is  withdrawn  

with  its  cargo  tbrougfh  the  passage  of  j^^  j^^j^^^  „„„  ^^  Augtnkrankhiiten. 

the  urethra,  without  risk  or  difficulty.a*  (Elementary  Treatise^  Diseases  of 

may  be  at  once  understood  by  glancing  \^^  j.je.)    Von  Dr.  J.  C.  Joencken, 

at  the  preceding  figure.  Profewor  der  Heilkunde  in  der  Uni- 

Here  wc  must  close  our  aceoun    of  ^^^j^^j       g    j;     ^^      g^^,;,    ,335 

this    interesting  yolume.     It  is  illus-  Schloss 

trated  by  nearly  fifty  wood-cuts,  ren-  _  .  '  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,.  . 
dering  the  action  of  the  instruments  This  is  a  second  and  enlarged  ediUon 
perfectly  intelligible ;  and  contains,  in  pf  Profwsor  Jungken's  excellent  text- 
addition  to  the  demonstrative  part,  many  ^"^f-  ,  ^^  »o"nf  »» l^  present  shape  one 
important  considerations  both  theoreti-  <>»  ^^^  «>?»*  ^of^  o^  reference ;  the  lite- 
cal  and  practical,  together  with  nume-  ^t"*^  ^  copious  and  well  digested; 
rous  statistical  tables  connected  with  the  «»".  ^^«  tabular  views  of  the  diagnosis 
subject  of  calculous  disorders.  <>',  inflammations  of  the  eye  are  well 

calculated  to  convey  much  oractical  lu- 

XT.  i.           ^  formation. 
Refoitn  der    Heiikunst.     (Reform    of 

Medicine.)     Von  Dr.  M.  J.   Bluff. 


Leipzig,  1837    Schloss^  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Dr.  Bluff  is  a  diligent  observer  of  the  •     '*-*-'   '^-^^■^•-i   ^  m#^»-.  «.-.*-•• 

actual  state  and  progress  of  medicine.  Saturday,  February  4,  1837. 

He  gives  us  here  the  result  of  his  obser-  

nations   for  several   ^ears    back,    and 

without  meddling  with   the  question  of  "  '''c**  omnlbun,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dignitatem 

external  arrangements  (which  is  of  late  ^'"f  ^*'''ff  J^."«'*j.  J'**'"*"  ""****  ^eniendi  in 

usually  implied  by   the  term  Medical  P»W«c»»-i^d«cendlperlcnluB.  no.recu.a/'^ 

Reform,)  points  out  what  he  conceives  ....^ 
to  be  the  material  alterations  undergone 

by  the  medical  art  within  the  present  QUARRELS  OF  QUACKERY, 

century.     His  remarks  are  interesting,  the  jrcir  universal  medicime. 
jiud   though   not  often    profound,    are 

characterized  in  general  by  their  aim  at  **  When  rogues  fall  out,"  says  the  old 

practical  utility.  proverb,   "  honest  folk  come  by   their 

own."    We  wish  the  simple  honest  folk 

'^'ir^'^  7d  r*"  f  ^""''?r'!*".'^  who  are  so  easily  duped  out  of  their 

,    Medicinal  Polizet  betrachtet,    (The  ,     ,  -   ,       ,    .     .       \                    ,  i  » 

Eye,  in  reference  to  Medical  Police.)  *««''*  ^J  designing  knaves,  could  be 

Von  Dr.  J.  H.  Beger.     Heidelberg  equally  fortunate;    but  they  must   be 

and  Leipzig.     1836.     Schloss.  content  if  the  quarrels  of  those  rogues 

A  VERY  curious  essay  on  ejre-quackery,  let  them  into   a    secret— how   to  keep 

eye-hospitals,  the  care  which    ^vem-  u  tu^if  ^^^  " 

ments  ought  to  bestow  in  preserving  the  «r       v             i.       i.         li* 

eyesight  of  their  respective  communi-  ^e   observe,  by  the  public  prints, 

ties,  eye-epidemics.  Sec.  that  a  gprand  schism  or  defection  has 

taken    place    among    the  Morisonian 

Ueber  die  Anwendung  der  Ligatur  bei  quacks.     Salmon,   the  man  who   was 

Schlagaderwunden,    (Apnlication   of  convicted  of  manslaaghter  for  having 

the  Lieature  to  Arteries.)    Von  Dr.  ^^^    ^    ^^^    ^3^.„    Mackenzie 

K.  J.  Beck,  Professor  der  Chirurgie.  . ,     „      .         •         «.  .      « 

&c.  Freiburg.     1836.    Schloss.  ^*'^        universal    medicine,"    or,     as 

We  have  in  this  brief  monograph  the  ^^  describes    himself,    '*  whose  name 

results  of  ^e  experience  of  a  diftthi-  has    appeared    so    prominent  in  ^w- 
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nexion    with     Morison's    pills,"     has  qaantitj  of  each  draffs,  and  hence  pft- 

split  from  bis   emplojere,    and   made  ducing',  as  its  natarai   conseqneiioe,  i 

some  curious  disclosures.     He  grives  us  want  of  uniformitjr  of  operation ;  3,tk 

an   insight,    for   which   we   are   much  extremely  Utrge  quantities  repaired  to 

obliged  to  him,  into  the  sort  of  traffic  be  taken,  owingf  to  these  defects  \ui 

carried    on   by  the   *' hygeian*'  party,  the  extremely  fma// quantities,  he  ahoali 

and  informs  us  of  the  kind  of  persons  have  added,  which  ought  to  hate  bed 

engaged  in  that  trade.    The  most  cu-  taken  in  other  cases,  when  the  sbMf 

rious  part,  howeyer,  of  this  *'  plot  disco-  drugs  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  nnfortmile 

vcred,'' consists  in  Salmon's  confession  patient];  4,  the  irregularity  of  size  td 

of  the  badness  of  the  pills  which  have  shape  of  the  pills^  making  it  imponibk 

for  a  long  time  been  administered  to  to  regulate  properly  the  doses;  A ^ 

the  public.    He  says  he  frequently  com-  extortionate  price  charged,  and  tbeibart 

plained   to  the  Morisons  (for  it  seems  quantity   griren.      Honest   Salmoa,  M 

there  is  a  plurality  of  them)  that  the  doubt,  thinks  this  last  item  quite  as  \$i 

pills  were  not  all  right;  but  the  hygeian  as  any  in   the  list;   and  resolfiag  li 

presidents  denied  this,  and  would  not  make  pills  of  his  own  in  future,  promiM 

admit  that  there  was  any  imperfection  :  to  give  better  measure  than  the  M«ii« 

whereupon  Salmon  has  appealed  to  the  sons  do,  and  for  less  money. 
public,  and  exposes  the  alleged  imper-        Of  the  badness  of  the  old  pills,  he 

fecti(ms  seriatim,  tells  us  he  was  quite   oonTinoed,aBi 

It  was  long  ago  shown  in  this  journal  with  the  assistance  of  two  other  mei| 
that  the  pills  in  question,  even  were  of  the  names  of  BygraTC  and  Hall,  he 
they  harmless  and  fit  to  be  exhibited,  is  now  resolved,  he  says,  to  offer  for  salt 
when  carefully  prepared,  were  likely  to  better  pills  than  Morison's.  This  aa- 
be  rendered  highly  deleterious  from  the  nouncement,  made  in  the  public  papea^y 
mode  employed  in  manufacturing  them  is,ofcourse,wormwood  to  the  grand  "hj- 
on  a  large  scale :  one  batch  containing  geist,"  and  forth  comes  a  counter-state- 
almost  nothing  but  cream  of  tartar,  for  mentfrom  the  latter,  warning'  the  pablie 
instance,  while  others  belonging  to  the  against  the  new  firm,  and  telling  as 
same  lot  were  wholly  composed  of  aloes  who  Messrs.  B.  and  H.  are :  one  of 
or  gamboge,  yet  all  being  professedly  them,  it  seems,  having  been  Mr.  Muri- 
of  the  same  degree  of  strength.  It  was  sou's  footman,  and  the  other  a  caqienler 
thus,  we  argued,  that  the  mischievous  employed  in  the  pill  manufacture. 
effects  of  the  nostrum  could  readily  be  It  is  amusing.to  see  how  coolly  these 
accounted  for— some  swallowing  fifties  people  set  themselves  to  work  in  get- 
together  without  damage,  while  others  ing  up  their  new  purging  estahlishmeat 
suffered  death  from  the  virulence  of  Salmon  explains  the  process  adopted  ii 
])crbaps  a  smaller  dose.  the  present    instance.     He    was  coa- 

All  this  is  fully  confirmed  by  Salmon,  punctious,    we     presume,    about    tlie 

Having  stated  first  his  suspicions,  and  mischievous  properties  of  the  old  pill»— 

then  his  detection  of  the  spurious  nature  those,  namely,  by  which  he  committed 

of  the  pills,  he  thus  sums  up  the  points  manslaughter,  and  which  led  to  his  pan- 

to  which  he  attributes  the  mischief: — 1,  ishment— and  '*  knowing  that  Mckis. 

to   the    slovenliness    with    which    the  Bygrave  and  Hall  were  principal  assis- 

drugs  are  prepared  ;  2,  tlie  carelessness  tants  to  the  late  Mr.  Moat,  and  that  they 

in  mixing  and  compounding  them,  each  must  necessarily   be  better  acquainted 

pill  not  possessing  the  due  and  requisite  with  the  compounding  than  either  of 
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the  two  junior  Mr.  Morisons,  who  had  thus  held  out  for  the  encoaragfement  of 
no  practical  experience,  and  were  not  in  the  medical  art,  while  the  other  receives 
the  firm  while  Mr.  Moat  had  the  ma-  the  tribute,  and  affords  protection  to  the 
nagement,"  he  gDt  some  medicine  most  harefaced  quackery.  How  the 
••  brought  out,"  as  he  calls  it,  by  Messrs.  Minister  can  reconcile  this  with  the  wis- 
B.  and  H.,  and  *'  tested"  (qu.  by  tasting,  dom  of  an  age  so  superior  as  he  has  de- 
swallowing,  &c.)  its  merits.  The  result  scribed  it,  to  that  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
18,  that  Messrs.  Salmon,  Bj grave,  and  tury,  is  a  problem  which  we  fancy  he 
Hall,  have  formed  a  coalition,  and  in  the  might  not,  if  pressed,  find  it  very  easy 
most  patriotic  manner  offer  to  supply  to  solve.  But  to  return  to  the  licensed 
the  public  with  the  only  genuine  Mori-  marauders. 
8on*8  pills.  It  was  our  first  impression,  as  it  still 

In  other  words,  the  matter  may  be  is,  on  observing  the  mutiny  in  the 
thns  stated : — Salmon,  the  tobacconist,  Morisonian  camp,  that  it  would  be  bene- 
mnd  hitherto  one  of  Morison's  agents,  ficial  for  the  public ;  the  captain  of  the 
baving  reason  to  know  that  he  could  gang  is  no  longer  to  have  all  the  booty, 
make  as  good,  if  not  better,  pills  than  —his  lieutenant  thinks  he  has  just  as 
bts  emplojer,  resolves  to  set  up  for  him-  good  a  right  to  be  leader,  and  to  be  in- 
self;  and  having  discovered  the  old  dulged  with  a  larger  share  of  the  spoil ; 
original  assistants— otherwise  the  foot-  but  this  produces  a  deadly  feud,  and  the 
man  and  carpenter  of  "  the  firm," — all  parties  "  peach"  and  inform  on  each 
tbree  (viz.  the  tobacconistf  the  carpenter ^  other. 

mmd  the  footman)  determine  to  manu-        The  result  of  this,  it  were  easy  to 

Aietore,  for  the  use  of  the  public,  pills  foresee,  in  any  well-ordered  community ; 

akore  truly  Morisonian  than  Morison's  but  it  is  rendered  doubtful,  when  we 

oynk.    These  pills  are,  of  course,  to  cure  recollect  the  facility  with  which  '*  honest 

«very  disease,  and  to  be  suited  for  every  folk"  among  us  are  gulled  by  the  most 

sge,  sex,  and  constitution:  even  ''the  shameless    impostors.      If  any    thing 

babe  of  a  day  old  may  take  them  with  could  open  the  eyes  of  a  British  public 

perfect  safety."  to  the  gross  humbug  practised  on  them 

But  the  most  remarkable  circumstance  by  these  so-called  "  hygeists,"  it  would 

yet  remains  to  be  noticed.    These  peo-  be  by  the  self-exposure  committed  by 

pie  have  no  difficulty  in  being  regularly  these    fellows.     Salmon,     the     tobac- 

licensed  to  sell  their  new  compound,  conist,  the  faithful,  tried^   and  accre- 

and  to  tamper  as  much  as  they  please  dited  agent  of  the  Morisonian  firm,  has 

with  the  health  of  the  liege  subjects,  confessed  the  "  imperfections"  attaching 

What  a  picture  is  this  of  the  care  be-  to  the  pills  as  manufactured  hitherto, 

stowed    on  the  public  health  by  the  and  ofiTers  a  better  article  instead ;   he 

government  of  the  British  Empire,  and  forms  a  new  connexion  with  a  footman 

at  such  a  time !    It  is  but  the  other  day,  and  a  carpenter, — and  lo,  the  public  are 

as  we  remember,  that  his  Majesty  was  forthwith  informed  that  they  are  to  be 

indaced  to  g^nt  a  charter  for  the  esta-  supplied  with  a  new  and  better  *'  uni- 

blisbment  of  a  new  University,  one  of  versal  medicine,"  and  with  *'  cleansing 

the  avowed  objects  of  which  was  to  aid  powders" — good  weight  and  measure— 

the  cultivation  of  medical  science,  "  in  at  a  *'  saving  of  twenty  per  cent. !" 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  en-        We  cannot  but  think  that  the  hint  is 

lightened  age,"— jet  at  this  very  time  broad  enough  for  the  meanest  capacity. 

tbe  royal  sanction  is  gpranted  to  any  Salmon's  '*  new  light"  must  UlwTivxsi^Vit 

quack  who  chooses  to  compound  pills  a  large  portion  of  Oie  commxiiXiSx^ « 
and  offer  them  for  sale.    One  hand  is  ~~, — 


714  DIVORCE  OF  THE  BOROUGH  H08PITAU. 

TRIAL  OF  MR.  PENRUDDOCK.  taintj,  make  me  anwilUng  to  Inpnlend 

a  rptolution  to  may  body  of  mpectibk 

At  pai^c  715  will  be  found  an  account  gentlemen.    In  the  yemr  17G0  it  wai|m- 

of  the  trial  of  Mr.  Penniddock  for  an  posed  ihat  the  ponila   of  each  ho^Htti 

,              .^^   ,            ^  •    ^      u...  ibould  nave  the  advantage  of  attcnaiM 

assault  committed  on  certain  members  ^^  operationi  in   the    bther.     lalS 

of  tbc  Court  of  Examiners  at  Apothe-  regulations  were  paned,  and  engagesMili 

caries'  Hall.     The  Worshipful  Society  entered  into,  for  tlie  purpose  of  eaahiHC 

,   ,         •     ^  ^1.        •           c     4u^  the  pupils  of  each  hospital  to  praf  t  itil 

proceeded  against  the  prisoner  for  the  „„^  extensively  by  the  pnctlee  of  ik 

capital  oiTcucc,  and  had  he  been  found  other,  and  of  secnrinf  the  discipliae  nl 

Lniilty  he  could  not  hare  escaped  with  1^  <>«*"  of  the  studenfai ;  and  bv  nr tf 


•  1.        .    t.  _A     i*  L  •       A  these  regulations  it  was  provided,  tbat  At 

any  punishment  short  of  being  trans-  p^pj,,  j*  ^^  house  shoold  bewbjcet  to 

ported  as  a  felon.     Now,  however  un-  the  control  of  the  treasurer  of  that  boM: 

justifiable  such   an  assault  might  be,  ,1"  1825.  the  Committee  of  Gny^  H» 

^^  ...                 .      1  .1    .       J-         •       4  pll^  remonstrated  against  some  actt  d 

still  wc  apprehend  that  no  dispassionate  {y^^  Committee  of  StT Thomas's  HooM 

person  can  regard  it  as   having  been  which  seemed  to   be  a  violation  etii 

preconcerted,  or  as  otherwise  than  the  «l«ting  comimct.    The  appeal  wasiril^ 

'            ,          I.  11.  .         e        .        *  ^^^  effect;  and  the  Committee  of  Gn^ 

momentary  ebullition  of  an  impetuous  Hospital,  after  duly  apprising  the  Ai 

temper,  irritated  by  the  disgrace  of  re-  part^  of  their  intention,  built  n  ist- 

jcclion;  and  viewing  it  in  this  light,  Jon"<«>  theatre,  and  took  other  slaite 

.1  •  1    'x           I-    I-       11        1  ^he  completion  of  their  ovm  school  Kaw 

wc  think  It  was  both  a  hard  and  an  „f  these  steps,  however,  in  the  least  ftakr- 

iujudicious  measure  to  proceed  against  fercd  with  the  privileges  previooslj  ga- 

the    prisoner    on    the   capital   charge,  nmleed  to  the  students.    They  weie  c» 

IV    1  ^r    T>         II    1    1-              J          1  finned  by  an  express  xesolnUon  of  tk 

Had  Mr.  Penruddock  been  condemned  gt.  Thomas's  Committee,  passed  ssb«- 

he  would  immediately  have  become  an  quciitly  to  the  transactions  in  I8K;  ssi 

object  of  sympathy,  but  this  feeling  can  ''^^^'  student,  in  each  hospital,  p^ jh 

.*'      ,      J    I    ^  J^                        »  money  upon  the  faith  that  he  positaa 

in  110  degree  exist  now  tliat  the  ca])ital  them. 

indictment  has  been  discharged,  and  he  These  being  the  facts  of  the  case,  T 

is  merely  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  com-  "**'"*^  ^^  ^5?' ".';  ^^^  **"«  ^"^^ 

^            ^  Thomas's   Hospital  cannot  have  paaci 

mon  assault.  the  resolution  which  yon  have  printfd,— 

they  cannot  have  taken  advantage  of  t 

-  transaction  respecting  which  a  law-snt  ii 

still  pending,  for  the  purpose  of  doisf 

DIVORCE  OF  THE  BOROUGH  injustice  to  a  large  body  of  students  wte 

HOSPITALS.  '''•^ere  in  no  wise  concerned  in  the  distvrh- 

ance  complained  of ;— thcj  cannot  ban 

committed    the    gross     prevarication  if 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  »fy '"ff  ^^^  they  were  not  consulted  aboot 

the  measures  adopted  by  the  Gay's  Coa- 

SiR,  mittce,  in  1825,  which  they  know  men 

YocR  last  number  contains  a  resolution  the  result  of  along  previous  negociatioa; 

pun><>rting  ti>  proceed  from  the  General  — they  cannot  have  said  that  the  uaioi 

Quarterly    Court    of    Governors    of   St.  between  the  schools  was  dissolved  in  1885^ 

Thomas's  Hospital,  held  on  Wednesday,  ^hen  it  has  existed  for  all  purposes  ia 

the  18th  instant.  which  the  public  and  pupils  are  intrrcitiJ 

1  am  aware  that  you  arc  not  likely  to  be  *>!'  'he  prcseut  time, 

deceived  on  such  a  subject;  nevertheless,  ^^'>lh  these  doubts  respceting  the  as 

common  justice  to  the  governors  of  St.  theuticity  of  the  paper  in  qoettion, 

Thomas's   compels  me    to    suspend    my  ^  ^™>  ^>^» 

judgment  respecting  the  authenticity  of  Your  obedient  servant, 

this  document,— fimt,  iMvause   I  find,  by  A  PrpiLOP  the  SraoiCALScHOOUor 

application  at  the    Siewnnrs   Otlice  of  Guy's  and  St. THOMAa'aUosmib 

Guy's  Hospital,  that  im  copy  of  it  has  Gay»«  Hotnlul 

been    transmitted   to   \\w   perMin«  wliosc  Juu.  a;,  1M7.  * 
interests  are  most  diriH't I V  nlTeolt^ft  by  it; 

si-eondly.  because  some  rnels  \*  liieh,  as  an  T^^ceptical  as  our  correspondent  nia%  be. 

old  student  of  G"          -•ulul,  1    have  the  diKument  we  published  was  autbeotic- 

been  able  to  a*                      \«ifc«*  •«•-  ^V^\i.Gki.l 


TRIAL  OF  MR.  P£N'RUDDO€K.  715 

^TRAL  CRIMINAL  COURT-        ^.^^  ^r.  Phillips,  for  the  pritoner^ 

There  appeared  to  be  a  great  degree  of 
WEDNESDAY.  exciteiuent  about  the  prisoner.    He  spoke 

e  Mr.  JusUce  Williams  and  Mr.     ^^"fi"»^{  1^  ]5lS*l?L"^;  Jf^?^^  ^* 
Justice  Coleridge.)  Vul^?""^^  degraded  by  them  in  the  ey^ 

•^  '  of  his  family ;  he  would  die,  or  he  would 

""~"  wing  first. 

les  Wadham  Wtndham  Penrud-  Mr.  Randall,  surgeon^  confirmed  the 
aged  22,  described  as  a  surgeon,  g^reater  part  of  the  abo?e  testimony,  and 
capitally  indicted  for  feloniously  proceeded  to  state  that  while  the  prisoner 
ling  Thomas  Hardy,  with  intent  to  was  under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Este, 
n  some  gricTous  bodily  harm.  he  was  asked  the  use  of  cubebs.    The 

Adolphus  (with  whom  was  Mr.  prisoner  in  reply  said,  **  I  know  it  very 
iNOHAM )  stated  the  case  for  the  pro-  well.*'  A  person  is  not  fit  for  an  apo* 
on.  thecary  who  does  not  know  the  use  of  it ; 

detailing  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  but  he  did  not  seem  to  know  the  purpose 
1  in  evidence,  the  learned  counsel  for  which  it  should  be  applied.  Mr.  Este 
.  that  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  the  said,  "  Don't  you  know  that  it  is  used  for 
;  gentleman,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  a  specific  discharge  ?*'  The  prisoner  replied, 
f  a  highly-respectable  family,  and  be*  «  Oh,  yes.''  Knowing  that  he  bad  been  at 
1  to  a  mosthonourable  profession.  The  St.  George's  Hospital,  Mr.  Este  asked 
mtor  was  Mr.  Thomas  Hardy,  one  of  him  if  he  had  not  seen  it  used  there  ?  He 
uuniners  at  Apothecaries'  Hall.  On  again  sadd,  **  Oh  yes."  He  was  again 
ly  the  prisoner  committed  the  offence  asked  as  to  its  use,  but  he  made  no  reply* 
ed,  he  was  a  candidate  for  a  medical  He  not  answering,  I  said  to  the  prisoner 
cate  necessary  to  qualify  him  at  •*  The  gentleman  means  in  what  form  and 
lecaries'  Hall.  It  appeared  to  the  in  what  proportion  is  it  to  be  tued  ?"  The 
iners  that  the  young  gentleman  was  prisoner  turned  round  to  me,  and  said, 
acouainted  with  surgerv,  which  he  **  how  the  de?  11  can  1  answer  Questions  if 
itudied  with  credit  to  himself;  but  yon  are  all  hadgtring  me  in  tnis  kind  of 
xaminers  were  of  opinion  that  he  way  ?"  My  conduct  to  him  at  the  time 
leficient  in  his  knowledge  of  phar-  was  mild  and  friendly,  and  not  tending 
,  and  the  certificate  he  applied  for  to  irritate.  After  other  questions  were 
refused.  The  prisoner  then,  in  a  put,  the  prisoner  attempted  to  excuse  him- 
[)nate  state  of  excitement,  inflicted  a  self  by  saying,  *'  I  never  could  answer 
with  an  instrument,  strangely  called  questions,  even  when  at  school,  although 
fe  preserver^"  and  which  would  be  I  knew  as  well  as  any  oUier  boy  J*  He 
icea  to  the  jury — a  blow  that  endan*  was  told  that  the  answer  was  required,  in 
i  the  life  of  Mr.  Hardy.  order  to  show  that  his  knowledge  quali- 

r.  Thomas  Hardy  examined. — I  am  a    fied  him  for   practice.     The   examiners 
on  retired  from  practice,  and  reside  at    never  wish  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  can- 
vorth.    I  am  one  of  the  examiners  at    didate,  but  they  have  a  very  impartAnt 
becaries'  Hall.    I  was  there  on  the    public  duty  to  perform,  and  be  told  the 
n  question  and  saw  the  prisoner,  who    prisoner  so.    The  prisoner  replied  hastily, 
)ne  of  the  candidates  for  a  certificate^    **  Sir,  you  have  behaved  very  gentlemanly, 
erved  something  very  peculiar  in  his    and  so  has  that  gentleman  (pointing  to 
Der;  he  appeared  to  be  labouring  un-    Mr.  Este).  The  prisoner  then  said,  '*  Prar 
duch  excitement.    He  hastily  took  up    examine  me  in  anatomy ;  I  understand 
a  of  sarsaparilla,  which  he  bit  and    that,  for  I  have  lived  in  a  dead-house." 
threw  down.    I  was  in  the«  room    The  Court  of  Examiners  is  competent  to 
I   the  certificate  sought  for  by  the    examine  in  thescienceof  anatomy,  but  it  is 
ner   was   disallowed.      I    saw   the    the  usual  custom  first  to  examine  as  to 
mer  strike  at  Dr.  Merriman,  but  I    materia  medica,     Mr.  Randall  refused  to 
no  weapon  in  his  hand.    I  saw  an  in-    examine  the  prisoner   in  anatomy,  ob- 
oent  afterwards  which  I  was  told  had    serving  at  the  time  that  that  bianch  of  in- 
taken  from  the  prisoner.  During  the    quiry  came  more  properly  under  the  coff- 
I  was  near  the  prisoner  he  looked    nizanoe  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.    He 
at  me,  and  saia,  "  You  are  one  of    (Mr.  R.)  said,  if  the  first  anatomist  in  the 
i  who  were  hard  with  me."    Immedi-    world  was  ignorant  of  matera  medica  and 
after  that  I  received  a  violent  blow    pharmacy,  he  would  not  be  a  fit  person  to 
be  head,  but  I  am  unable  to  state    receive  a  certificate  of  practice.    It  was 
her  the  blow  was  struck  with  an  in-    then  suggested  that  a  few  simple  anestioos 
nent  or  not.      I  became  faint  and    should  m  put  to  the  prisoner,  wnicb  not 
y  unconscious  in  consequence  of  loss    being  promptly  answered,  Mr.  EstA«  tb% 
ood.  chief  examiner,   obwnoOL  \)mX  Yia  ovoii^ 
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not,   consistently   ^ith    his   doty,    con-  Mr.  Pbiluk. — ^Then,  my  lord,  I 

sent  to  grant  the  reauired  certificate.    The  he  may  be  called  now. 

prisoner    then    said    to    the    examiners,  Mr.  Bacot,  recalled,  gave  the  nne  k- 

**  Your  certificate  is  of  no  adrantage  to  scription  of  the  wound  as  he  had  is  \m 

me  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  as  I  am  testimony  in  chief,  stating  his  opinif«  » 

Soing  abroad  and  have  good  resources ;  bat  be  that  it  could  not  hare  been  prodoed 
o  Y<iu  think  I  am  going  to  be  disgraced  by  the  knuckles  of  a  man :  itwasjistMd 
in  toe  eyes  of  my  family  by  such  a  set  as  a  wound  as  be  had  seen  produced  ba- 
you are?  No,  I'll  be  d— d  if  I  will,  I'd  dreds  of  times  by  a  spent  balL 
die  first— I'd  swing  first!"  The  prisoner  Mr.  Phillips  resumed.— He  w  «l 
then  arose  from  his  chair,  raised  his  sorry  Mr.  Bacot  had  been  recalled,  6r  i 
right  arm  above  his  head,  and  aimed  a  proved  that  he  was  not  fbllT  aware  kis 
blow  at  Mr.  Hardy.  I  did  not  see  any.  the  wound  had  been  inflicted.  Htmii't 
thing  in  his  hand,  but  afterwards  I  saw  was  like  a  gun-shot  wonncL  Why,  had  art 
an  instrument  which  is  called  a  life- pre-  the  jury,  in  street  broils  and  fights,  W 
server,  which  was  said  in  the  prisoner's  wounds  exactly  similar  to  the  oae  ^ 
hearing  to  have  been  taken  from  him.  scribed  ?    Tn  making  the  obeer?atiai,  hi 

The  witness  was  cross-examined  at  con*  did  not  wish  to  disparage  the  profttri— i 

siderable  length,  but  nothing  was  elicited  reputation  of  Mr.  Bacot,  who  was  enisMK 

to  sliake  his  examination  in  chief.  for  his  long  experience.  The  Icanwd  esss- 

Mr.  Tegart.—I  am  an  apothecary,  and  sel  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  the  juy  l> 

live  in  Pfldl-mall,  and  am  one  of  the  exa-  restore  the  young  gentleman  at  the  harli 

miners  at  Apothecaries'  Hall.    I  was  on  the  highly  respectable  family  to  wbich  b 

duty  there  on  the  day  named  in  the  indict-  belonged,  and  to  acquit  him  of  the  ftvt 

ment.    I  heard  the*  questions  put  by  Mr.  charge  made  against  him,  and  whin  hi 

Estc  and  others  to  the  prisoner,  who  did  and  his  family  so  sererely  soffeied  VBfkt, 

not  answer  them.  That  the  ]>risoner  had  been  guilty  of  i 

Mr.  Bacot  stated  that  he  was  present  most  imprudent  and  desperate  assault,  he 

when  Mr.  Hardy  was  struck.     The  blow  (Mr.  P.)  would  not  deny  or  palliate^ hst 

appeared    to    have    been  struck  with  a  he  called  upon  the  jury  for  an  acasidil 

blunt  instrument.      That  now  produced  on  the  indictment  before  them.    If  thrir 

would  inflict  such  a  contusion.    Has  un-  verdict  should  be  favourable,  yet  woaUlhi 

dcrstood  it  to  be  called  a  life-preserver.  unfortunate  voung  gentleman  be  temt^ 

Mr.  Justice  Williams  said  he  had  seen  back  to  his  dungeon  to  await  another  is- 

such  instruments  exposed  for  sale  in  shop,  dictment,  which,  no  doubt,  would  beph- 

windows ;  hence  he  feared  they  were  very  ferred  against  him.     The  learned  oood 

common.  concluded  by  observing,  that  there  w»i* 

The  witness  continued — There  was  a  proof  of  roafice  as  to  the  prisoner  hari^ 

good  deal  of  blood  flowed  from  the  wound,  the  life-preserver  In  his  possession ;  It  ««i 

and  Mr.  Hardy  was  attended  daily  bv  him  necessary  even  in  the  well-gaarded  metiO' 

for  about  a  fortnight.    The  wouna  was  polls,  for  medical  students,  who  were  oit 

not  in  its  nature  dangerous  in  the  first  in-  late  at  night,  attending  lectures,  to  hiR 

stance,    but  serious  consequences   might  defensive  weapons  for  their  protection. 

have  arisen,  and  loss  of  life,  had  inflamma-  Mr.   Boukin  called  Dr.  Seymoor  airf 

tion  ensued.  several  gentlemen  in  the  medical  profo- 

By  Mr.  Phillips.  —  Medical  students  sion,  who  gave  the  prisoner  an  excclkat 

were  in  the  habit  of  being  out  at  all  hours  character  for  humanity  and  general  gw' 

of  the  night,  and  might  require  an  instm-  conduct, 

ment  for  self-defence.  Mr.  Justice  Wilua.bc8  sommed  up  tf 

Mr.  Phillips  replied  at  great  length  in  length,  with  much  perspicuity,  stating  the 

an  energetic  speech.    The  learned  counsel  law,  recapitulating  the  eyidenoe^  and  oosh 

argued  against  the  possibility  of  the  wca-  menting  thereon. 

pon  which  he  then  held  in  his  hand —  The  Jury  retired  to  consider  their  to^ 

used  by  a  powerful  young  man — having  diet,  and  on  their    retnm  pronoanccd  t 

caused   the   wound.     A  child  of  twelve  verdict  of  Not  Guilty, 

years  of  age  would  have  caused,  with  such  The  Court  was  moved  to  detain  tbe  pn* 

aninstrument,  a  greater  injury.     But  with  soner  to  give  time  for  an  indictment  uT 

a  powerful  arm,  bones  must  have  been  assault  to  be  preferred  azainst  him. 

fractured  by  a  blow  fVom  such  an  instru-  The  JunoES  assented,  and  ordeivd  the 

ment.     Mr.  Phillips  contended  that  the  prisoner  to  enter  into  his  own  recognisance 

blow  was  inflicted  with   the  naked  fist,  of  200/.,  and  two  sureties  of  100/.  eacb. 
used  in  a  moment  of  passion. 

Mr.  Justice  Williams. —  Perhaps  you  ■ 
had  better  have  the  surgcou  rccallca. 
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OPERATION  OF  THE  ANATOMY  G«  T.  Hayden,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy 

and  Sargery,  Peter-street. 
ACT  IN  DUBLIN.  John  H.   Power.   Lecturer  on  Ana- 

__  tomy  and  Physiology,  Richmond 

Hospital. 
^o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  John  Denham,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,. 

Marlborough-street. 
Sir, 

About  two  yean  since  a  statement  of  the       l>»w«n,  Jan.  1887. 

l>oblin  teachers  of  anatomy  was  published    ______^-«_ 

^fproving  of  the  Anatomy  Bill.    It  must 

i!SS^e*;erie*S«l?.^V"Aeb^dS  ANOMALOUS  CONDITION  OF  AS- 

idoD.    It  is  effecting  a  slow  but  certain  SISTANT  8UROEONS  IN  THE 

VBTolation  in  fa?our  of  the  whole  profes-  NA W 

flioo,  and  removing  the  odium  which  the  IMAV  x« 

ODtrages  of  resurrection-men  attached  to  ■ 

SMdioJ  students.    I  inclose  the  resolu-  _     .    _ ,.         ^   -     «*•  j-     i  r^ 

tfons  of  the  teachers  of  the  eight  schools  ^<>  '*«  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

of  Dublin,  at  their  first  meeting  this  year,  ^ 

and  remain,  sir,  °''*»                      .... 

Your  obedient  serrant.  May  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  inserting  m 

Arthur  Hassall.  yoor  journal  the    inclosed  letter  to  Sir 

William  Burnett,  which,  by  calling  hi« 
HarconrtPUce,  Dablin,  attention  publicly  to  the  lamentable  con- 
Jan.  1887.  dition  of  the  na?al  assistant  surgeon,  may 

lead  to  an  investigation,  and   probably 

. . .  ^  We  the  undersigned  teachers  of  anatomy  gome  improvement. 

Im  the  city  of  Dublin,  consider  ourselves  I  remain,  sir, 

csUed  upon  to  state  for  the  information  of  Your  obedient  servant, 

JUm  Migesty's  government  that  the  most  B.  M.  W. 
JKtisfacloiy  results  continue  to  follow  the 

M^ctment  of  the  Anatomy  Bill.   The  sup-  Clifton,  Jannary  IW. 
Jjjtj  of  bodies  IS  amply  sufficient  for  the 

. of  instruction;   the  practice  of  Sir, — Considering  the  high  andinflu- 


«x1iiimation  is  rendered  unnecessarv,  and  ential  station  you  hold  in  the  navy,  being 

If  perpetrated  at  all,  is  only  resorted  to  by  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  its  most  im- 

penons  seeking  for  teeth  for  the  use  of  portant  offices,  I  conceive  you  to  be  the 

omUsts.  proper  person  to  whom  we  must  apply  for 

For  these  most  satisfactory  consequences  the  removal  of  certain  evils  existing  in  the 

we  consider  ourselves  indebted  principally  department  over  which  you  preside.    I 

to    the   judicious   arrangements,    official  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  that  you  feel 

Armoess,  and  praiseworthy  impartiality,  due  interest  in  the  welfare  of  every  officer, 

of  Sir  James  Murray,  and  we  here  venture  and  that  you  will  spare  no  efforts  to  render 

to  express  a  hope  that  the  Chief  Secretary  their  conoition  equal  to  their  expectations. 

-will  nave  the  goodness  to  continue  that  The  curriculum  of  studies  issued  of  late 

sopport  and  countenance  to  his  exertions  years,  and  which  demands  from  the  can- 

wbich  the  government  has  hitherto  been  didate  for  the  naval  service  more  than  any 

'to  aifford.  other  institution  in  the  kingdom,  reflects 

the  greatest  credit  upon  those  with  whom 

Arthur  Jacob,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  it  originated ;  and  I  refer  to  it  with  the 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  more  pride,  as  showing  that  in  you,  sir, 

RobertHarrison,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  ^g  have  a  friend  who,  guided  by  the  dic- 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  t^tes  of  benevolence,  has  commenced  an 

John  Nolan,  Demonstrator  of  Ana-  improvement  calculated  to  be  as  beneficial 

tomy.  University  of  Dublin.  to  the  medical  officers  themselves  as  to  the 

H.  Carlisle,  A.B.    Demonstrator  of  naval  service  in  general.   But  promising  as 

Anatomy,  University  of  Dublin.  it  bids  to  be,  and  bright  as  the  future  may 

William  Hargrave,  M.B.  Lecturer  on  be  expected  from  its  salutary  influence,  I 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Digges-  much  fear  the  grand  tendency  of  this  im- 

street.  provement  will  be  curtailed,  or  altogether 

John  Hart,  M.D.  Lecturer  on  Ana-  frustrated,  by  the  evils  which  exist  in  a 

^™y»  ^  Park-street  quarter  where  its  objects  should  be  most 

Andrew  Ellis,  Lecturer  on  Snrgeiy,  promoted.     In  the  endeavour  to  increase 

Peter-street.  the  extent  of  medical  knowledge  in  iV^a 


718  MEDICO-BOTANICAL  SOCIETY. 

navy,  proper  care  seems  not  to  have  been  sccnrlty  for  their  Ibtare  comfort^  or  At 

taken  to  cherish  its  strength  in  the  verpr  prosecution  of  their  studies,  aecBS  too » 

cradle  of  its  existence :  the  young  candi-  reasonable  to  require  comment. 

date  is  informed  that  he  is  expected  to  be  It  is  for  the  remedy   of  thia  iihiwi 

prepared  in  such  and  such  branches  of  that  I  hare  taken  the  liberty  of  addiami 

science;  he  obsenres  that  the  amount  of  you,  but  I  am  anre  yoa  most  aee the » 

pnifessional  knowledge  reouired  is  actn-  cessity  of  a  change,'  and  the  dinitiMi 

ally  more  than  that  demanded  at  the  Col-  consequences  which  attend    the    pmstf 

lege  of  Surgeons,  Londcm,  or  the  Univer-  state  of  things,  far  better  tlian  I  aa  alb 

sity  of  Edinbni^h;  and  he  verir  naturally  to  point  out^I  hare  the  honoar  lok^ 

concludes,  that,  after  passing  his  exami*  Y,our  obedient  serrant, 

nation  at  such  a  board,  he  will  be  ex-  B.  M.  W. 
pected  to  retain  and  increase  it,  and  that 

every  facility  will  be  afforded  him  to  do  so;  y^  ^.y  ||r„.  Bumttt,  Af.D.  Ae  Ac. 

and  few  can  tell  bow  great  his  disappoint-  p      i  \r                       "?    *> 

ment  on  finding  the  case  otherwise.  There  ^'^'  ^""V- 

can  be  no  doubt  that  this  period  of  his  __________^ ^_^^^ 

life,  that  which  immediately  succeeds  his  ■"~~~~~~~~"~^~— ^— ^-^— 

entrance  into  the  navy,  is  the  most  impor-  winrwry^**  n^^m*  w*^  «  *    -.^     _    - 

taut  to  him ;  for  as  this  seascm  is  employed  MBDICO-BOTAMICAL  aOCIKn; 
or  neglected,  he  will  become  cither  a 


dit  to  himself  and  his  profesrioo,  or  an  WednewUy,  Jm.  l  MW. 

annoyance  to  both.  ^^ 

It  has  always  been  a  aiifejeet  of  much 
regret  to  me,  that  die  assistant-surgeon 

should  be  stationed  with  the  midshipmen;  O"  <A«  CarowattK 

their  hahita1>efng  necessarily  so  different 

to  his  own  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  all  A  paper,  by  Dr.  John  Haneock*  oa  lb 

serious  study.    But  independent  of  this,  Cerawttti  of  British  Guiana*  and  ill  mi 

his  accommodations  are  by  no  means  what  by  the  natives,  was  read.      Thu  plaat  1^ 

they  should  be.    It  is  no  apology  to  say  longs  to  tlie  natural  order  Drynynkiv 

that  all  who  enter  the  navy  must  com-  of  DccandoUe,  a  lane  and  very 


menec  at  the  bottom  and  climb  to  the  top,  herbaceous  perennial   arrowing  in  §uik 
f(ir  true  and  justifiable  as  the  observation  ooils,  on  the  sides  of  hills  and  laviao.  B 
is,  yet  the  assistant-surgeon  belongs  to  his  is  a  species  of  Alpinia ;  hut  whedwr  Uhi 
own  department;  and  though  all  naval  new,or  the  A.  exaltata  of  Meyer,  isnov* 
officers  collectively  come  under  the  same  tain;  for  great  confusion  ptierails  lhnM|b> 
regulations,  nevertheless  each  department  out  this  natural  familjr. 
has  its  peculiar  exemptions.    The  medical        The  plant  in  question  is  bitterish,  pi- 
man   neither  enters  as  a  midshipman  nor  quant,  and  sub-acrid:  both  the  root,  leafo, 
expects  the  treatment  of  one;  but  he  en-  and  fVuit,  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  thr 
ters  as  the  membor  of  an  honourable  pro-  natives,  for  their  medicinal  properties,  bc- 
fession,  and  claims  that  protection  and  re-  ing  with  them  a  sort  of  panacea,  as  is  the 
spect  which  I  trust  it  will  ever  deserve.  If  ginseng  amongst  the  Chinese  and  Tartan, 
we  fdllowed  the  example  set  us  in  the  army,  although  the  fruit  is  chiefly  valued  on  ae. 
the  assistant-suixeon  would  at  once  be  sta-  count  of  its  fine  purple  dye.    A  strong  in- 
tioned   in  the  wardroom;  it  is  nothing  fusionof  the  bruised  root,  which  is  dii^ho- 
more  than  a  compliment  he  merits,  and  retic,  diuretic,  and  in  large  doses  emetic,  is 
one  which  at  least,  out  of  decency,  should  used  in  dropsies,  rheumatism,  dysntoVi 
be  ]iaid  him.    I  think,  sir,  vou  must  allow  fevers,  colic,  pains,  hooping  congfi,  hx,  u 
that  this  arrangement  ought  to  have  been  the  latter  disease,  a  convincing  proof  eti 
made  long  ago,  but  now  it  becomes  im-  adduced  of  its  great  efficacj  in  a  lai^ 
pcrativc,   if,   at  least,  the  improvements  family,  all  of  whom  were  speedily  caivi 
which  you  have  so  wisely  commenced  arc  by    taking   an    infusion  and  sjrup    of 
to  effect  any  ultimate  good;  and  I  may  the  root.  The  residence  of  this  family  was 
here  observe— and  I  do  so  with  all  respect  far  distant  from  the  settlement,  in  tko 
— that  whatever  increase  you  make  in  the  woods  of  Pomeroon,  and  having  no  coa- 
ac(iuircments  of  candidates,  and  leave  this  munication  whatever  with  any  one  ia- 
evil  unreclaimed,  it  will  only  be  heaping  fectcd;  this  was  regarded  by  the  antbor 
sorrows  on  his  head,  and,  instead  of  im-  as  one  evidence  of  the  epidemic  origin  of 
pniving  his  condition,  will  increase  the  the  disease  (hooping  cough);  or  that  it  is 
amount  of  his  misery.    Indeed,  the  idea  propagated  I>y  a  peculiar  condition  of  the 
of  cxiHcting  better  educated  men  than  air,  rather  than  by  contagion.     In  dropsy, 
ordinary  to  enter  this  service,  without  any  the  natives  both  take  the  root  intenallj, 
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cover   the  parts    affected    villi   the 

'ei,and  not  unfrequentl;  thej  envelope 
whole  bod;  with  them,  nhich  brings 
a  prnfnse  j>erspi ration,  which  nften 
'ei  Ihem  quite  free  from  their  com. 
JDt.  In  cdMS  of  poisoned  wonnds,  the 
iud  root  is  laid  on  the  pfirt,  and  its  de- 
tion  taken  inlemallr.  Dr,  Hancock 
larked  on  our  remedial  practice  in 
entery  and  hooping coiigh,and  urged  it 
a  maiter  of  the  almost  importance,  to 
cure  perspiration,  especially  by  the  use 
external  stimulants,  the  vapour  hath 
.  diaphoretic  ptisans,  saline  aperients, 
I  topical  or  general  bleeding,  as  indi. 
nl  b;  sjmptnms*.  Such  means,  «ilh. 
incommoding  the  stomach,  roose  the 
orbents  into  action,  and  by  exciting 

her,  and  Ihns  bj  reinlsion  relievu  in- 
lal  congestions,  with  more  certaini]' 
n  hv  any  other  methiid,  and  ohen,  in- 
di when  internal  remedies  alune  would 
itterly  nselesi. 

lie  paper  concluded  by  remarking  on 
propricly  of  attending  to  the  indige- 
a  remedin  of  the  country,  the  impor- 
ee  of  which  hail  been  illuslratid  by  the 
■ned  president,  Earl  Stanhope,  in  bis 
wanes  before  the  Society;  and  the  an- 
reould  not  donbt  [hat  nuicli  advantage 
[bt  be  gained  from  Ibe  external  appli- 
on  of  large  leaves  of  certain  plants  of 
I  coantnr,  in  a  similar  manner  to  thnso 
Itioned  above,  as,  for  instance,  the 
lUdoninm  majos,  Rumci,  Arum  ma- 
ttum,  kc.,  in  aid  of  internal  meilica- 


ROVAL  INSTITOTION. 
FildsT,  Jib.  37,  I8S7. 


Proctua  of  Embomng. 

Ma,  BaANnB  this  evening  gave  an  inle- 
resting  lecture  on  the  vaiious  processea  at 
present  employed  in  the  embossing  of 
paper,  cloth,  leather,  tec.  Many  beantifnl 
specimens  were  cihibiled,  and  aottie  were 
actually  produced  in  presence  of  the  aa- 


ce,  by  e. 


attendance, 
making  splendid  metallic  papers  were  de- 
monstrated, and  the  whole  art  of  mann- 
factnring  gold,  silier,  and  jewels,  for  the- 
atrical use,  was  laid  open.  To  Messra, 
De  la  Roe  the  lecturer  acknowledged  his 
obligations,  for  the  opportunities  of  tllut- 
iration  tbns  afforded  him  from  their  mag- 
nificent establishment. 


PRESENTATION  OF  PLATE  TO 
SIR  C.  BELL. 


A  LETTSa  has  becD  received  b;  a  member 
or  the  Committee  of  Management,  fVom 

Sir  Charles  Bell,  dated  Edinburgh,  De- 
cember 31,  IS3G,  part  of  which  we  have 
been  requested  to  publish  : — 


Jmil^n,  .f  Bitlfr  Almand,. 

Ir.  Everilt,  the  Professor  of  Chemistry, 
«d  some  curious  facts  at  which  the 
ncfa  chemists  have  lately  arrived,  re- 
ttiog  the  analvsis  of  bitter  almonds. 
s  inbstance  called  amjRdaline  was  oh. 
i«d  by  macerating  the  bruised  seeds  in 
ihalorcther;  bat  it  was  proved  thai 
lijdrocyanic  acid,  or  essential  oil,  was 
Uined  in  them  ;  and  that  Ibcsc  princi- 
I  are  lul  (rfsrlt,  but  mere  praiueti, 
ned  by  water  or  bv  mastication :  that 
soic  add  is  formed  in  the  volatile  oil 
ill  union  with  oxygen,  and  the  bitter 
uipU  Is  devrioped  onlj  bj  attracting 
te  or  nitrogen. 


"  Jly  dear  sir, — I  have  today  received 
the  most  gratifying  proof  of  esteem  from 
my  friends  in  London.  The  inscription 
on  the  v'ase  touches  me  sensibly,  and  ex- 
presses all  that  I  have  coveted  during  my 
toilsome  life  in  the  metropolis. 

"  Convey  to  the  subscribers  mj  lively 
sense  of  this  mark  of  their  remembrance. 
You  cannot  use  words  sufficient  to  express 
the  importance  I  attach  to  this  new  proof 
of  their  esteem. — 1  am,  mj'  dear  sir, 
"  With  all  sincerity,  youra, 
(Signed)    "  Charles  Bei.i~ 

"  To  Dr.  Lococh." 
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[Thb  follnning   «>innlumc»*,von  teacteA. 
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Friday.  We  hare  inserted  it  at  g^at  in- 
convenience. Of  the  circumstances  of 
the  charjcc  against  Dr.  Thomson  we  repeat 
that  we  know  nothing;  we  merely  pub- 
lished the  authenticated  statement  of  a 
pupil  of  the  North  London  Hospital. — 
£d.  Gaz.] 

We,  the  undersigned  students  at  the 
London  University,  having  observed  an 
article  in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical 
Gazettf.,  which  attempts  to  impute  a 
want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  our  es- 
teemed professiir,  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson,  to 
the  duties  of  his  station,  feel  ourselves 
called  upon  to  express,  most  distinctly, 
our  firm  conviction  of  the  utter  untruth  of 
such  imputation,  and  thankfully  to  ac- 
knowledge the  advantages  we  nave  de- 
rived from  the  constant  and  unwearying 
attention  bestowed  by  the  Professor,  in 
promoting  the  instruction  of  the  students 
as  well  at  the  hospital  as  in  the  class- 
room;—an  instruction  enforced  not  less 
by  the  talents  of  the  Doctor  than  by  the 
nrbanc  aud  gentlemanly  manner  in  which 
that  instruction  is  at  all  times  conveyed. 

[Here  follow  1 13  signatures.] 
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LECTURES 


ON 


FORENSIC    MEDICINE; 

Delivered  at  the  Aldersgate  School  of  Medicine, 
By  William  Cummin,  M.D. 

Lecture  XX. 

Infanticide.  Causes  of  its  frequency  in 
civiliud  communities — Among  ancient  na- 
tiont  —  Prevalence  in  the  East  ^^  In  the 
tteUern  world;  but  no  vhere  among  savage 
tribes.  Legal  positions  and  distinctions  r«- 
speciing  child  murder — Born  alive;  various 
decisions  at  to  the  meaning  of  the  phrase-^ 
Law  of  concealment  of  the  birth  —  06- 
Jects  of  medico- le!*al  intpiiry  :  1.  Was  the 
infant  bom  alive? — Obtious  signs  of  tunnval 
of  birth — Certain  sign  of  still  birth — Qnes- 
tian  of  respiration — External  and  internal 
appearances.  Proofs  from  the  state  of  the  lungs 
—Their  colour,  volume,  consistence,  absolute 
weight,  and  specific  gravity,  Ploucquet^s 
Uatic  lung-test-^  Its  value,  as  modijied  by 
subsequent  and  recent  observers. 

We  DOW  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
a  subject  which  is  usually  held  to  be  as 
intricate  as  it  is  important  in  medico- 
1^^  science — namely,  that  of 

infanticide. 

Infanticide,  or  child- murder,  implying 
in  its  ordinary  acceptation  the  wilful  and 
violent  death  of  the  new-bom  child,  is  a 
crime  which,  from  its  heinonsness,  its  frc- 
qoency,  and  the  difficulty  that  often  at- 
lends  its  proofs,  demands  the  most  earnest 
attention  of  the  medical  jurifft. 

CouMS  of  Infanticide  in  civilized  communi- 
IMS.-* It  is  worth  remarking,  that  infanti- 
cide baa  been  obscrred  to  be  most  frequent 
Id  statM  or  communities  which  are  said  to 


enjoy  the  blessings  of  cifilization  ;  and  the 
causes  which  lead  to  it  are  perhaps  not  diffi- 
cult to  be  assigned.  "  To  parents,"  says 
Professor  Reckmann, "  who  are  just  able  by 
incessant  labour  to  procure  those  things 
indispensably  necessary  to  support  life,  the 
birth  of  every  child  increases  the  fear  of 
starving,  or  of  being  reduced  to  beggary. 
Those  who  hare  secured  to  them  a  scanty 
subsistence,  but  who  live  in  servitude,  wish 
to  the  new-born  child  a  speedy  dissolu- 
tion, before  it  can  know  that  it  has  had 
the  misfortune  of  being  brought  into  the 
world,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be(]ueath 
to  it  their  poverty.  A  young  female,  who 
has  acquired  by  education  the  most  deli- 
cate sense  of  honour  and  shame,  finds  her- 
self, on  the  birth  of  an  illegitimate  child, 
exposed  at  once  to  the  utmost  di^sgrace 
and  contempt  Her  misfortune,  though 
viewed  with  an  eye  of  pity  by  the  compas- 
sionate, excites  the  hatred  of  the  greater 
port  of  her  relations  and  friends,  by  whom 
she  was  before  loved  and  respected,  and  ' 
who  endeavoured  to  render  her  happy ; 
and  often  amidst  the  most  poignant  feel- 
ings, and  an  agitation  bordering  on  mn<l- 
ness,  she  sees  no  other  means  of  saving 
her  honour  than  the  total  concealment  of 
her  error  by  destroying  the  child ;  a  reso- 
lution which,  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  laws,  is  too  often  attended 
with  success.  A  young  woman  who  at 
this  moment  finds  herself  suddenly  dc- 
spised  and  neglected  by  her  admirer,  who 
gained  her  afiections  by  the  most  powerful 
of  all  means,  love  and  confidence,  and  ob- 
tained  from  her  what  she  cannot  recover, 
is  often  induced,  in  a  fit  of  despair,  to  vent 
her  fury  on  the  consequences  of  her  seduc- 
tion— the  child  of  her  seducer." 

J t^  frequency  in  ancietit  times. — Previous  to 
the  Christian  era,  and  until  the  morals  of 
mankind  began  to  be  improved  under  the 
influence  of  Christianity,the  practice  of  in. 
fanticide  prevailed  to  a  moTv9.\Tcvxi«  e.y\KW\« 
Among  the  Greeks  il  waa  tviAoxAn  \.c\<iT«\«i^> 
but  in  some  states  enCoTC^  Ti«'Brfwiwa.v»> 
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howe?er,  seem  to  have  surpassed  all  other  put  into  its  mouth  ;  or  the  umbilical  esri 
nations  in  this  kind  of  cruelty  ;  nor  was  it  is  drawn  oyer  its  face^  which,  by  pmcat- 
till  a  coniparatiTely  late  period  of  the  in^c  respiration,  destmja  it- 
empire  that  the  vice  was  eradicated  by  The  Chinese  also  are  Dotorioin  for  tkc 
the  terrors  of  capital  punishment  In  the  numbers  of  children*  chiefl%-  female,  which 
Justinian  code,  the  crime  of  murder  was  they  destroy,  or  expose.  In  Pekin  akor, 
imputed  to  the  father  who  strangle<],  it  is  said  that  several  thousands  anaaslly 
starved,  or  abandoned  his  new-bom  infant,  are  thus  got  rid  of. 

or  who  exposed  him  in  a  public  place,  **  to  In   Ceylon    it    is    rare    to   fiad    boit 

find  that  mercy  which  he  himself  had  de-  than  one  daughter    in  any  family,  aa4 

nied."    *'  But,"  as  Gibbon  says.  "  if  the  the  last  general    census    of  the    islaad. 

father  could  subdue  his  own  feelings,  he  in    1821,   shows     that    the    aambcr  ti 

might  escape,  though  not  the  censure,  at  males  exceeds  that  of  females  by  90J0KL 

least  the  chastisement,  of  the  laws;  and  The  difficulty  of  marrying  their  daagbtcn, 

the  Roman  empire  was  stained  with  the  and  giving  them  marriage  portieas,  b 

blood  of  infants,  till  such  murders  were  genenlly  alleged  as  an  excuse  for  dcstny- 

included  by  Valentinian  and  his  colleagues  ing  them. 

in  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Cornelian  In  the  western  worM.— Amon^  the   oU 

law."  American    nations— the    Peruvians   sod 

Tacitus  mentions  it  as  a  circumstanee  Mexicans,   for    example,    the  sacriAciaf 

deviating  from  the  Roman  manners,  that  of  children  is  said  to  have  bcea  a  ce»' 

the  old  Germans  considered  child- murder  mon  custom ;    and  travellers  record  tk 

as  a  crime;  and  where  he  speaks  of  the  names   of    several    tribes     belongiag  ts 

peculiarities  of  the  Jews,  he  does  not  fail  the    southern    continent,      such    as   tkr 

to  relate  the  same  thing  of  them, — al-  Abi pones    and   Amacanians*   who  vat 

though,  by  the  way,  it  is  curious  that  in  the  habit  of  murdering  their  inflMia 

there  is  no  law  in  the  Pentateuch  whereby  But,  as  Dr.  John  Beck  obeerres,  **  t#  ibr 

child-murder  is  prohibited.  honour  of  our  North  American  Indiaa^it 

Prevalence  in  thg  Euft. — In  certain  Eastern  deserves  to  be  mentioned  that  thev  an  ■•! 

countries  infanticide  is  still  very  preva-  known  to  be  guiltj  of  this  bornd  criaa 

lent.    In  Hindostan,  for  example,  parents  Mr.  Heckeweloer,  m  hn  interHliaa  i» 

sacrifice  their  children  to  the  Ganges,  or  count  of  the  Indians  who  iuhabitca  Pi» 

to  any  power  whom  they  wish  to  propi.  sylvania  and  the  neighbouring  state%  savs 

tiate ;  but  the  practice  has  been  much  re.  <  I  have  never  heard  of  anv  nation  or  tiiW 

strained  by  the  interference  of  the  English  of  Indians  who  destroyed  their  cfaiUica. 

government,  particularly  under  the  aus-  when  distorted  or  deforiiwd,  whether  ibcr 

Eiccs  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley.    There  is,  were  bom  so  or  come  to  be  so  aflerwarls.** 

owever,  a  race  of  Rajpoots  in  Western  This,  however,  is  onlv   in  ammlian 

India,  who  are  said  to  have  been  in  the  ha-  with  the  observation  which  has  alivadv 

bitofimmolating  at/ their  female  children;  been  made — that  it  is  the  artiScial  ir* 

nor  have  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  straints  of  society,  and  the  dificaltics  s^ 

English  residents  and  missionaries  in  any  prehended    in    rearing  offspring  acrera- 

considerable  degree  succeeded  in  suppress-  ing  to  the  usages  of  civilized  c«>mmnBiti(9, 

ing  the  cruelty.    The  motive  is  supposed  that  lead  to  the  pcricrsion  of  one  of  the 

to  be  a  religious  or  superstitious  one.   But  most  natural  of  our  instincts:  for  in  tU 

even  among  the  better  and  more  enlight-  savage  state,  {mrents  require  no  moK  fjr 

ened  classes  of  Hindoos,  and  where  the  themselves  and  their  children  ibaa  tkcy 

parents  have  no  poverty  to  plead,  the  prae-  can  easily  obtain,  and  are  thus  cacapt 

tice   of   destroying  newly-bom   children,  from    those  infloences  which   woald,  is 

particularly  females,  prevails  to  a  great  other   eirenmstanees,  interfere   with  ifcs 

extent:    it  is   persevered   in    apparently  kindliest  feelings  of  nature. 

thn>ugh  a  calculating  spirit  of  domestic  po-  Leg^i  poekiaiu  mmd    di§tinetimi  iiy  fiy 

licy ;  and  the  unfeeling  manner  in  which  the  child  murdA-.— The  term  cfaiUUmaidir  kss 

death-sentence  is  pronounced  by  the  fa-  sometimes  been  applied  in  an  ratrndid 

ther,  when  he  is  informed  of  the  birth  of  sense  to   fatal  injuries   inflicted  bv  thf 

a  daughter,  shows  at  once  the  familiarity  mother,  or  other  persons,  on  the  ksti* 

of  the  custom  and  the  Icvitv  with  which  it  in  uteto.     It  appears  to  amount,  is  I 

is  regarded.    **  Give  it  milk !"  is  the  fatal  mentioned  in  a  fbrmer  lecture,  to  bomi- 

mandate ;  whereupon  the  child  is  drowned  cide,  or  manslaughter  at  least,  if.  oa  tW 

in  a  pail  of  milk,  or,  as  others  report,  a  subsequent  birth  of  the  child,  tbusc  i^js- 

milk    vessel  is  forced  over   the   infant's  ries  prove  to  be  of  such  a  ftataiu  mto 

head,  so  as  to  produce  8uff(K*ation.    Other  cause  its  death.    According  to  LordCdki*! 

methods  of  eflecting  the  child's  death  are  if  the  child  be  bom  all? e,  and  aAcnraidi 

mentioned  by  Buchanan,  in  his  Christian  die  in  consequence  of  injuries  wiUally  is 

Researehes.     As  soon  as  it  is  found  that  flicted  on  it  while  in  the  woinbi.  it  is  ■B^ 

the  in/Ant  is  a  female,  a  piece  of  opium  is  der.    In  a  case  where  a  BudirUa  h^and  ■ 
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cliU(i*8  head  before  it  was  born,  she  was  was  argued  that  maoy  children  are  bom 

ftiund  guilty  of  manslaughter ;  the  child  alive,  yet  do  not  breathe  for  some  time 

having  been  bom  alive,  but  having  died  after  birth, 

aoon  after  of  the  iniury.  However,  upon  all  trials  for  infanticide 

But  the  more  oroinar^v  cbarflfc  of  infan-  by  a  mother,  the  question  whether  a  child 

ticide  occurs  in  cases  where  the  mother  is  has  breathed  or  not  is  a  material  topic  of 

supposed  to  be  guilty  of  the  murder  of  her  inquiry.    If  it  has  not  breathed,  acquittal 

child  after  it  is  bora.  is  almost  sure  to  follow ;  it  is,  therefore. 

It  has  been  decided,  that  in  order  to  very  important,  in  order  to  support  a  pro- 
substantiate  this  charge,  <*  the  whole  body  secution,  to  establish  the  fact  that  the 
of  the  child  must  have  been  brought  into  child  has  breathed ;  and  the  medical  wit- 
the  world  prior  to  the  extinction  of  life."  nesses  both  for  the  prosecution  and  defence 
When  this  is  left  doubtfbl,  the  mother  will  ought  to  be  able  to  speak  xery  minutely 
most  probably  be  acquitted.  as  to  the  breathing. 

It  has  also  been  decided,  that  the  child  Generally  the  point  of  discussion  is,  whe- 

€»nnot  be  considered  as  bom  alive  until  it  ther  a  live  child,  (that  is,  as  usually  under- 

has  had  "  an  independent   circulation."  stood    in  criminal  cases,  one  that    has 

On  which  decision  a  Question  might  arise,  breathed)  has  been  killed  or  not.    But 

whether,  if  the  umbilical  cord  were  not  sometimes  it  is  reduced  to  this,  whether 

severed,  there  could  be  infanticide  ?     And  supposing  a  live  child  has  been  killed, 

bence  also,  though  it  should  be  proved  it  has  been  killed  by  pure  accident, 

that  the  child  breathed,  that  fact  is  not  I  believe  there  is  no  case  in  the  annals 

•nfficient  to  constitute  the  killing  child-  of  Enjglish  jurisprudence,  where,  upon  « 

mnrder;  for  the  child  might  have  breathed  trial  for   infanticide,    the    question  has 

before  it  was  bora  (wholly),  or  had  an  in-  tumed  on  the  point,  whether  the  child 

denpendent  circulation.  having  been  killed,  the  dosth  was  caused 

The  fact  of  respiration  is  commonlv  by  the  groi^s  negligence  of  the  mother; 
beld  to  be  proof  of  live  birth.  Bat  with  nor  is  there  an  instance  that  I  am  aware 
lespect  to  the  evidence  of  breathing,  it  has  of,  where  the  mother  has,  through  any 
aometimes  been  considered  not  sufficient  omission,  been  found  guilty  or  man- 
to  prove  that  a  child  has  breathed,  when  slaughter.  The  charge  has  either  been 
circumstances  leave  it  doubtful  whether  murder,  or  concealment,  or  nothing. 
tbe  breathing  was  not  merelv  during  The  law  rf  coMMlmtnt  rf  the  birth  is  so 
tbe  birth,  and  before  the  establishment  of  closely  connected  with  our  present  subject, 
mn  independent  circulation.  that  it  may  without  impropriety  be  intro- 

Aoeoraing  to  the  decision  in  an  im-  duced  here.  By  the  14th  qection  of  the 
portant  case.  Rex  v.  Poulten,  (5  Car.  and  Lansdowne  Act,  (9  Geo.  IV.,  c«  31)  <'  If  any 
Payne,  329),  "  Being  bom  must  mean  woman  tried  for  the  murder  of  her  child 
that  the  whole  body  is  brought  into  the  shall  be  ac<|uitted  thereof,  it  shall  be  law- 
wortd,  and  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the  ful  for  the  jury  by  whose  verdict  she  shall 
child  respires  in  the  prog^ss  of  birth."  be  acquitted,  to  find,  in  case  it  shall 
If  ere  proof  of  having  breathed  is  not  so  appear  in  evidence,  that  she  was  deli- 
coough :  for,  according  to  tbe  evidence  in  vered  of  a  child,  and  that  she  did  by  secret 
this  case,  First,  it  may  happen  that  the  burying,or  otherwise  disposing  of  the  dead 
child  is  bom  as  far  as  the  head  is  con-  body  of  such  child,  endeavour  to  conceal 
corned,  and  breathes,  but  death  takes  the  birth  thereof,  and  therefore  the  conrt 
place  before  delivery  is  complete ;  secondly,  may  pass  such  sentence  as  if  she  had  been 
death  might  have  occurred  when  the  child  convicted  upon  an  indictment  for  the  con- 
was  partly  bora,  if  no  medical  man  was  cealment  of  the  birth." 
present  to  assist  delivery;  and  thirdly,  It  is  added,  that  when  a  prisoner  is 
it  may  be  impossible  to  say  when  the  tried  for  the  conoealment,  **  it  uiall  not  be 
«hild  respired ;  the  breathing  may  have  necessary  to  prove  whether  the  child  died 
oecarred  during  parturition.  before,  at,  or  after  the  birth."    Hence,  on 

On  the  other  nand,  infanticide  may  be  an  indictment  for  this  crime,  it  must  ap- 

committed  after  birth,  though  before  the  pear  that  the  mother  was  delivered  of  a 

child  has  breathed.     The  circumstance  of  child,    and   that   the    child    was  dead; 

its  being  proved  that  a  child  has  never  though  whether  it  died  brfort,  at,  or  afUr 

breathed  is  not  conclusive  that  the  mother  the  birth,  need  not  be  proved. 

baa  not  been  guilty  of  infanticide.  The  special  mention  here  of  proof  as  to 

In  the  trial  Rex  v.  Brain  (6  Carrington  whm  the  child  died,  seems  distinctly  to 

and  Payne,  349)  it  was  decided  that  proof  imply  that  such  proof  is  essential  on  the 

of  breathing  was  not  essential,  the  child  capital  chaige  of  infimticide. 

baviag  been  wholly  bora,  and  alive;  but  One  other  circumstance  connected  witk 

tbe  jary  most  be  satisfied  that  the  child  indictments  for  oonoealmeiiX  oi  i(!b!&\Ai^Na 

was  wholly  bom.    Two  surgeons  proved  worth  noticing*    l^o  coaXa  ax«  i3\0«i^^A 

tbat  the  child  had  naMir  bmthedf  but  it  on  such  triaU.    la  ooiiMcv^aAOM  ^  'wVs^*^^ 
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as  Sir  Gregory  Levin  obsenren,  in  his  con-  by  which  we  can  arrirc  at  certain  enndt- 

cise  and  excellGnt  Northern  Circuit  Re-  nfons  respecting  its  age  fVomconceptioo'. 

Sorts,  **  it  in  sometimes  the  practice  to  in-        Sundgfu  of  having  turvived  Urtkr^Bnl'A 

ict  the  party  for  murder,  though  it  is  may  happen* that  there  shall  be  certain  ip- 

well  known  the  evidence  will  not  support  pearances  obserrable  which  shall  decide  iC 

the  charge;    and  by  this  stratagem  the  once  the  question  of  survival  of  birth.  F<r 

prosecutor  contrircs  to  get  the  usual  costs  example,  certain  conditions  of  the  ambilU 

allowed  for  a  felony  prosecution,  not  with-  cal  cord,  and  of  the  en  tide.    These  btif 

standing  the  jury  negative  the  murder,  and  been  noticed  in  a  former  lectore,  ia  r^t- 

find  only  the  concealment.'*  Buttheimpro-  rence  to  the  age  of  the  new.bom  cbiU; 

priety  and  cruelty  of  this  mode  of  proceed-  but  it  may  not  be  improper  to  repeat  tbe 

ing  Have  been  severely  censured  fVom  the  description  of  them  here,  nowerer  Drieflv. 
benc>h,  and  the  costs  refused.  Should  it  appear   that   the  ombilictl 

Objects  of  medico-legal  itiqiury. — From  the  cord  has  sloughed  off, — not  from  patxvte- 

preceding'  summary  of  the  legal  distinc-  tion, — not  only  was  the  child  bora  alive^ 

tions    respecting    'infanticide,    we    may  but  it  must  have  lived  four  or  fire  daysL  If 

gather  that  the  usual  defence  set  up  in  the  cord  has  not  only  sloughed  off,  battke 

all  such  cases  in,  that  the  child  did  not  navel    has   become    cicatrized,    the  ia- 

live— that  it  was  born  dead.     And  this,  in  fant  cannot  exactly  be  considered  as  ur- 

fact,  is  the  general  plea  advanced  for  the  b.irn,  for  it  must  have  lived  about  ten  din. 

prisoner;    tne  ufiu5  probandi  of  live  birth  As  to  the  cuticle,  the  process  of  ^nfMatfU 

resting  with  the  prosecution.     ITnless  it  begins  to  take  place  when  the  child  if  i 

can  be  proved  that  the  child  actually  sur.  day  old.    If,  then,  desquamation  of  tke 

vivcd  birth,  and  died  in  consequence  of  cuticle  (which  must  not    be  confooadcd 

certain  violence  inflicted  on  it,  the  charge  with  peeling  off  of  the  skin  from  patri- 

of  murder  cannot  be  supported.  dity)  be  observed,  the  infant  certainly  caw 

Whoever  attempts  to  reconcile  the  de-  into  the  world  alive,  and  continued  \o 

cisions  on  the  law  books  as  to  the  amount  live  above  a  day    at    least.      In  ciAer 

of  proof  requisite  in  cases  of  infanticide,  of   these  cases,    tbe    labour  of  the  ■«- 

will  find  himself  not  a  little  bewildered;  dical  jurist  is  materially   abridged;  ht 

the  evidenee  of  live  birth  itself,  or  what  is  need  not  apply  the  tests,  hereafter  to  be 

to  be  considered  as  such,  is  far  from  being  mentioned,  for  live  or  still  birth,  but  oerrb 

precisely  determined ;   and  the  bi'nch  and  confine  himself  to  the  question,  wbctbtf 

bar  hav'e  here,  as  in  many  other  points  of  the  death  of  the  infant  was  natural  or  ov- 

forensic  medicine,  a  wide  discreti^m  se-  ing  to  violence, 
cured  to  them.  Another  obvious  case  of  the  same  kiod 

It  may  be  stated,  however,  in  general,  would  be,  when,  upon  examining  tbe  sto- 

that  the  main  objects  of  inquiry  in  cases  macb,  it  should  prove  to  contain  milk  or 

of  infanticide  ar9  twofold:—!.  'VVlietlicror  other  food  partially  digested.     Such  casn 

not  the  infant   was  born   alive;    and  2.  have  happened:  the  body  of  a  child hv 

Whether  death  was  occasioned  by  natural  been  found,  evidently  dead  for  some  timr: 

causes  or  the  infliction  of  violence.  before  apphing  any  other  test,  the  sto- 
mach has  been  opened,    and,  in  eonsf- 

1.  Was  the  ]»fant  born  nlivef  quence    of    the     appearances    there  ob- 

F'ol lowing  this  simple  arrangement  of  served,  further  inquiry  has  been  deemed 

the  8iil)ject,  we  shall   proceed  to  consider,  unnecessary — the  fact  of  survival  of  tbe 

in  the  iirst  place,  the  proofs  of  live  and  birth  being  indubitable, 
still  birth  in  criminal  cases ;  or,  to  describe        Should  the  bowels  be  found  dcstitate  of 

t)iir  purpose  more  in  accordance  with  the  meconium,  this  also  would  denote  that  tht 

s])irit,  if  not  the  letter, of  the  law,  we  shall  child  had  lived  for  a  time.     Other  distioc- 

inquire  what  grounds  there  may  be  for  con.  tive  characters,  chiefly  anatomical,  oij 

eluding  that  the  child  died  hrfore,  at,  or  here  be  omitted,  as  wc  shall  have  to  ootict 

nftcr  deliver)'.  them  farther  on. 

'I'he  appearances  presented  by  the  body         Obvious  gign  tf  still  birth.  —  Previoodv 

nfTiird  us  the  best  means  of  forming  a  just  to  entering   on   the  important  que^tiooi 

(MMirlusion.  whether  a  new-bom  infant,  found  dead, 

Qiuftion  of  maturitji. — One  of  the  first  had  ever  respired  or  not,  it  is  tobeob- 

loiiits  that  dest^rvc  our  notice  is  the  age  of  served,  that  there  are  some  cases  in  wbicb 

ilin  fii'tiis  ill  respect  to  intni-uterine  life,  it  is  obvious  and  proper  to  presume  that 

Ih  It  u  uuiture  infant  or  immature  ?    For  the  infant  eouldnoi  have  been  bom  alive— 

111  pruportion  to  its  imnmtnriiy  may  wc  in  fact,  that  it  must  have  died,  perhaps 

|iiiihiiiiic  that  there  was  liio  IrtK  chance  of  some  time,  before  birth.    There  is  onesp- 

111  hriiiH  horn  alive.  pearancc  which  serves  to  remove  all  donbt. 

I  Imvn  iilrrudy  dcscrrbotl  the  rharncters  namely,  that  of  iifmnepufrr/art  1011. 
ihHiiil   l»i»lh  from  the  external  and  '" 
h  I  liiii  liiapiiello*                 -^y  ot  VVic  tvaXv\«,  *  Vft«,VQx«\w,^.M^«l  ,^. 
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-  When  a  cliild  dies  in  the  womb,  and  is  ex>  Internal  Inspection  of  the  new-bom  Child, 
l>clled,asitgenenillyi8,after8omeday8,itis  Chaussier,  in  bis  Recueil  de  M^otree, 
found  to  have  undergone  changes  as  stnk-  gj^es  some  excellent  remarks  on  the  open- 
ing and  as  characteristic  oa  if  it  had  been  jng  of  bodies,  to  which  I  shall  have  to  re- 
exposed  to  the  open  air.  There  is  a  loose-  fej  more  parUcularly  hereafter.  The  chest 
ness  and  flaccidity  of  all  the  structures ;  he  recommends  in  all  cases,  whether  adult 
the  bones,  especially  those  of  the  head,  or  infanUne,  to  be  laid  open  as  widely  as 
have  no  firmness  in  their  union  with  one  possible,    so    as  to  display  its    contents 


dermis  peeling  off,  and  when  newly  re-  employed  in  the  adult.     As  it  is  desirable, 

moved,  leaving  the  integuments  beneath  of  jn  many  instances,  to  obtain  a  view  of  the 

a  bright  reddish   colour.      The   belly  is  contents  of  both  abdomen  and  thorax  at 

generally  of  a  brownish  hue,  without  any  once,  the  conical-shaped  sections  of   the 

mixture  of  green.     The  umbilical  cord  is  sjdes  may  be  continued  down  to  the  pubes, 

^holly  relaxed,  untwisted,  and  full  of  a  go  that  the  whole  surface  of  the  trunk  may 

brownish  liQuor.     Beneath  the  scalp,  also,  be  removed  in  one  piece,  in  the  form  of  an 

will  generallv  be  found  an    effusion  of  elliptical  flap.  In  detaching  this  covering 

serum,   which  has  been  compared  to  a  from  the  cavities,  its  connexions  with  the 

thickish  raspberry  vinegar    It  is  said  that  diaphragm   must  be  separated  with  the 

in  some  instances  the  dead  fcBtus,  ere  it  scalpel;  after  which,  the  umbUical  liga- 

has  been  expelled  from  the  uterus,  has  ment  of  the  liver  is  to  be  carefully  cut 

been  convened  into  adipoctre.  through.     The  viscera  are  then  freely  ex- 

But    all    these    appearances    wiU    be  posed.     Tliose  of  the  thorax  at  present 

better    appreciated    by    an    expenenced  demand  our  attention. 

eye,    or    by    a    person   who    has    even        with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  lungs, 

only     once    or     twice    observed     them,  the  principal  poinU  to  be  attended  to  are, 

than    from  any  mere  description.      The  ist,  their  colour;  2dly,  their  volume ;  3dly, 

pre^ding  detail  applies  to  Jbe  oase  of  the  their  consistence  ;    4thly,  their  absolute 

dead  infant  not  being  expelled  for  several  weight ;  and  Sthly,  their  specific  gravity. 

days ;  but  suppose  the  infant  bom  on  the         i.  Colour  of  the  lungs,— The  colour  of  the 

same  day,  or  the  day  after,  it  has  died—  lung,  of  infants  born   dead  is  a    dark 

what  then  becomes   of   our  indubitable  purplish  or  chocolate  hue:  some  caU  it  a 

sign  ?    It  does  not  hold  good :  we  can  then  jj^p  colour:  and  it  certainly  does  corres- 

only  have  recourse  to  the  ordinary  tests  of  pond  with  the  tints  of  the  adult  liver.    In 

live  or  still  birth.  a  still-born  child,  also,  the  lungs  are  genc- 

rj  ...    T  ^    ,   .    ,,  rally  found   to  resemble  the  thymus  in 

Ha,  the  Infant  re^edi  ^^j/^,.   ^„j   ,^„„g^  ,^^  j^^^^^  f^  ^^^ 

This,  after  all,   is    usually    the  main  times  more  pale  than  the  former,  yet  the 

question    to    be    determined,   where  the  comparison  is  worth  attending  to :  for  as 

inquiry    is,    in    criminal    cases,   whether  the  thy  mns  remains  unaltered  on  the  occur- 

the  infant  was  bom  alive.     In  civil  cases,  rence  of  respiration,  or  artificial  inflation, 

as  I  have  already  observed,  where  tenancy  it  affords  a  sort  of  standard  whereby  to 

by  the  courtesy  of  England  is  at  issue,  it  is  judge  whether  either  of  these  processes  has 

sufficient  proof  of  live  birth  that  the  infant  taken  place  or  not.     The  introduction  of 

has  exhibited  any  sign  of  voluntary  mo-  air  into  the  lungs  completely  alters  their 

lion  ;    nay,   mere    muscular   irritability  colour:  they  become  a  florid  red  on  in- 

seems,  in  one  instance,  to  have  been  held  flating  them  by  a  tube  introduced  into  the 

decisive.  The  courtesy  of  Scotland  requires  trachea,and  natural  respiration  gives  them 

proof  that  the  child  has  cried.  a  bright  red  or  rosy  hue.     Very  frequently, 

The  proofs  of  respiration  are  founded  on  the  exact  portions  of  the  lungs  into  which 

the  phenomena  which  are  observed  to  take  air  has  been  admitted  can  be  easily  dis. 

place  when  uterine  is  changed  for  extra-  tinguished  from  the  other  parts,  by  their 

uterine  life.     An  alteration  occurs  in  the  difference  of  colour.     But  it  must  be  kept 

structure  and  functions  of  several  parts  of  in  mind,  that  if  the  lungs  be  diseased,  or 

the  body ;  but  the  lungs,  the  heart,  and  the  gorged  with  blood,  the  appearances  jast 

liver,  are  the  viscera  chiefly  affected.  mentioned  may  be  greatly  modified.     On 

Before  proceeding  to  an  internal  exa-  those  diseased  conditions  which  may  lead 

mi  nation,  the  external  condition  of  the  chat  to  fallacy,  I  shall  subsequently  have  some 

ought  to  be  noted.    In  a  child  which  has  remarks  to  offer. 

never  breathed,  this  part  of  the  body  is        2.  Volume  of  the  ^u>tg«.— The  cavity  of  the 

narrow  and  flattish ;  where  respiration  has  chest  of  a  still- bom  child  presents  a  very 

taken  place,  on  the  contrary,  the  chest  is  different  appearance  from  that  of  a  child 

ample  and  arched.  which  has  been  bom  alive.    WVifti^  >\i% 
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lungi  hiTc  nerer  icceircd  mlr,  U>*5  fipti 
to  vccup;  but  a  compumtirclj  ■m»ll  por- 
tiim  of  Ibe  chnt;  the  perinrdium  and 
Ihyma*  hold  a  pnniiDeDt  place  in  ^nt, 
while  tbc  Iddk*  are  placed  altncclberlatc- 
rallv  anil  poBteri.>rlj.  Thii  will  be  better 
noJentond  rrom  the  following  figure. 


WM.,\>__. 


ir  seqaalittM     | 


liar  panlnitn  rtB«(4i  r,  lb*  bwiT  of  Ike  Ihr- 
Boii  tf.  tb>liiii(i;  *,lbedl*FhncB}  ■adf. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  change  effected 
in  the  Tolame  and  situation  at  the  laaiP, 
by  tliu  admiuioQ  or  air,  inaj'  he  readlEv 
cumprL-taended  Trom  thi*  iketch. 


interfen  in  pTermting'  a  diaa 
Ibe  lenga  of  itill  bora  cfaildras  mn  ta 
ailed  <rith  ft  aeniu  flaid.  which  eaaiW 
bl;  ineroMa  ihelrTolnine,  mad  Bight  k«i 
an  inexpert  obwncr  to  fancv,  wiibai 
farther  ezaminalinn,  that  thrv'v 

wJih  air.     In  •o«'- -*-- 

with  pathology  ■_ 

3.  CiuitniH  rf  Ikt  hmg^—lMOgt  wW 
have  been  inflated  wilfa  air,  nataTatlf  m 
artiGciaUT,Bcqnirc  a  •pon^y  and  «,n|iilwi 
chamctcr;  ther  feel  eon  and  light  i  tkdl 
cdgnaie  nnrnded  offi  t be j appear mici- 
lar,  and  fnithj  fluid  maj  br  tqaaewd  t* 
ot  them.  Pntieraclion  or  cmphTKMa  will 
al«o  render  their  inrfaee  Teajralar ;  bat  Ikt 
TMiclci,  in  thii  caw,  ai*  large  and  iiRg*- 
lar,  ami  coafioed  to  the  mrfMai  bda| 
ennluned,  not  in  Iba  air-ccUa,  bal  i« 
(he  nllnlar  anbaiaDce  bmcatb  ibe  plcwil 
lining:  and,  i -      ' 


In  the  air-crlli  e 
The  luDgi  of  tbe  itill-hom  an  drmc,  aal 
their  edget  aharp  (narticDlartj  Ibe  kfl 
apper  and  ri^ht  middle  lobet),  and  ■»■ 
thing  can  iradrr  tbcm  of  the  coaiiitewe 
and  appcBiancc  jait  now  deveribrd  ktf 
nainraJ  breathing  or  artificial  iaflatiM. 
If  there  be  leaHO  to  know  thai  the  taner 


Fic.  36. 

It  will  he  Km  that  the  perirardinm  ii 
here  nearly  eoiered  i  the  diaphragm  if 
itt*  cr.DTCx';  and  the  Innga  (<i  iJ^.  in  cicrr 
dirirctiiin,  more  Tulumiaoni,  and  largelT 
extending  orer  the  latter. 

Let  it'  be  iveiillecled.  faowcTcr,  that  In 
forming  a  judgment  rv^pectin^  rc^pimtion 
fmm  the  lolumc  of  the  langi,  a>  well  as 


■qH  ■ponar  feel,  the  *cBcnlar  chaiacter, 
and  tbe  diiicbarge  of  air-bnbfatc*  b;  pfo- 
■are  nnder  water,  will  atrsnglj  iad^Ml 
that  the  rhild  ha*  breathed. 

4.  Ab^AUt  night  nf  Ihr  Imagt. — WbeaM- 
tpiratian  begins,  it  is  not  nerelj  air  tbat 
cnlen  tbe  Innp,  another  floid  gaini  ad. 
miitancc  alxi — blood  which  la  proprlM 
b>  the  action  of  Ibe  heart.  Tbia,bT  the 
wat.  is  a  cirenmslance  which  doca  Dot  ■!■ 
ten<l  artificial  inflation,  unleaa  it  be  pne- 
tJied  ere  the  motion  of  the  heart  bai 
eeawd.  But  mnSniag  onrselen  to  ite 
effect  of  tbe  admisainn  of  blood  into  llx 
lungs  of  the  tiiebom  infant,  it  obiioitif 
iDcrraaei  the  weigbl  of  thoie  oi^ni — in 
nwDT  caie*  it  is  foond  to  donbte  it :  thai  ii 
to  uv.  if  ibclang),  preTioni  to  respiratioi, 
weighted  an  tinnce  (which  la  ahont  tbe 
arerage  weigbl  in  the  •Ullbora),  tbcf 
weigh,  after' bieatfaing  is  eatabliabed,  tvo 
onneesL  Tbe  reason  of  this  change  is  ob- 
Tioni:  tbe  heart  of  tha  lire-bora  inlul 
most  he  alwajs  more  or  laaa  active,  aa^ 
immediaulr  on  tbe  conneaceinent  of  tbt 
new  proceH  of  inspiring  and  expiring  aii 


pel  h 


•ela  of  Ibe 
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the  itiUborn.    If, upon  the  artificial  in-  ment  of  typhus,  allow  me  to   make  a 

trodaction  of  air  into  them,  their  vessels  few  ohserrations.    There  is  a  oatient  al 

leceiye  any  blood,  they  do  so  only^pas-  present  in  the  fever  ward,  whose    case 

sively :   there  is  no  action  of  the  heart  to  shows  the  necessity  of  strict  attention  and 

supplv  them,  and  consequently  their  weight  incessant  watchfulness  on  the  uart  of  tho>e 

is  not  materially,   if   at    all,  increased,  who  have  the  management  of  bad  cases  of 

Ploucquet,  of  Tubingen,  thought  that  this  fever.    A  man  who  has  been  labouring 

change  occurred  so  generally,  that  it  would  under  delirium,  with  symptoms  of  cerebral 

afford  a  good   test  of  the  fact,  whether  excitement  and  congestion,  was  ordered 

respiration  had  or  had  not  taken  place,  the  tartar  emetic  solution,  with  the  ?iew 

He   accordingly,    about    the   year    1777,  of  reducing  the  increased  vascular  action ; 

founded  upon  it  and  proposed  what  is  l>«t  on  inauiry  this  morning,  we  find  that 

commonly  called  ^^  ^^  taken  no  medicine,  and  that  bis 

symptoms  have  been  allowed  to  ro  on  ub- 

The  Static  Lnng  Test,  checked  for  twenty-four  hours.  He  refused 

Ploucquet's  device  was  to  compare  the  to  take  his  medicine,  and  the  nurse  very 
absolute  weight  of  the  lungs  with  that  of  improperly  neglected  to  report  the  cir- 
the  body,  of  the  infant ;  and  in  doing  this,  cumstances  of  the  case,  in  order  that  pro- 
he  found  that,  in  the  case  of  still-born  per  steps  might  be  taken  to  remedy  so 
children,  the  InngB  were  no  more  than  dangerous  an  omission.  Thus  a  whole  day 
about  one  seventieth  of  the  weight  of  the  has  been  lost  at  a  most  critical  and  im- 
body,  while,  in  the  live-bom,  they  weighed  portant  period  of  fe?er.  There  can  be  no 
one- thirty-fifth.  From  this  he  inferred  excuse  for  such  negligence  as  this,  for  it 
that  respiration  doubled  their  weight.  could  be  easily  remedied.     Patients  in 

But  his  inference  was  deduced  from  too  this  state  have  always  more  or  less  thirst, 

few  facts  to  warrant  its  general  acceptance  and  a  spoonful  of  the  tartar  emetic  solu- 

as  a  truth.    Other  observers  and  experi-  tion  could  be  mixed  with  whey  or  cold 

nsentalists  came  after  him»  and  found  4hat  water,  and  administered  in  this  way  with- 

bis    conclusion    was    not    very   correct  out  his  knowledge,  or  if  he  refused   to 

Schmidt,  at  Vienna,  and  Chaussier,   at  drink  any  fluid,  it  might  be  given  in  the 

Paris,  entered  info  a  special  scrutiny  of  form   of  enema.      There  is  no  excuse, 

the  nature  of  the  true  ratio,  and  the  result  therefore,  for  such  negligence;  and  when 

of  their  researches  (for  they  correspond  you  recollect  the  state  that  such  patient^ 

pretty  closely)  has  been,  that,  in  the  still-  are  in— their  nervous  excitement,  incessant 

born,  the  average  weight  of  the  lungs  is  raving,  agitation,  strdggling,  and  sleep, 

about  one-fiftieth  of  the  weight  of  the  lessness — ^you  will  be  able  to  appreciate 

body,  while,  in  the  live-bom,  it  is  the  one-  the    dangerous,    and  even   fatal,   conse- 

fortieth.    M.  Devergie,  who  has  still  more  quences  that  may  arise  from  culpable  ne- 

recently  inquired  into  the  subject,  thinks  gleet  of  this  kin<JU 

that  the  averages  would  be  more  exactly  At  our  last  meeting  I  spoke  of  the  use 

stated  at  ^  and  j^  of  food  and  drink,  ana  laid  before  vou  my 

. __-_^ views  of  the  most  appropriate  articles  of 

CLINTPAT    TPPTTTPFQ  diet  in  the  various  stages  of  fever.    I  told 

CLilISiCAL  LECTURES,  y^^  that  I  attributed  much  importance  to 

DBMTBRBDATTHB  thc  usc  of  a  propcr  regimen,  and  that 

HEATH  HOSPITAL  AND  COUNTY  ^  looked    upon   the  observance  of  this 

OF  DUBLIN  INFIRMARY,  ^j^K^'V. "  k  "  "^Ttu-^  l"5?^  1°  ^S® 

'  treatment  of  typhus.    I  think  it  is  chiefly 

During  tJu  Seuion  1836-7.  owing  to  our  care  in  this  respect,  that  so 

Bt  PaorEssoR  GajivBg.  Jew  of  our  patients  have  tympanites.  Now 

Lecturk  V  panites  and  diarrhoea,  but  in  the  majority 

Trmtmik  rf  Typhus  fever-^TynuHinite*  often  ^  '^^^^^^^'  /hese  are  persons  who  have 

tk^  i^^nJnMjmJi  nf  iu^i*^.iiZ.  iT^  *    *  ^^^  ^^^^^  treatment  before  admission, 

-  J^r^^uh  LZt^    li-  i^'  7  '"^  »nd  who  have  been  too  much    purged! 

0V€raasMg  with  vurgativeS'—Thtrst  tn  fever  rru^  ««-  ^r  j— .  «•                *•        •     -.iT        i 

Jrtv^tll  d,pe«£ntcn  the  Mate  of  «J,  <„.  T^*  °^  ?f  ''™"»  P'J'KatiTe.  lo  the  e»riy 

tJiT,ria:^,^,,,mployedJ^Z^t,  '"1  "i'^^^'t  "^''^  "^  typhus,  I.  one  of  the 

or  e«.cZ,ut.,  ««*,  ;*.  S  acion  of  2  T^\utl^^JV""^  t"^  jubsequent  eril, 

capUI.ru.~An  important  remody  v^JoJ^  f "£ ''i*'*  »"  '^".f "''  -1 C***"  "'•«°': 

proaciSng  cer^rall^ptom-T^ar  Lh^  f?'i°",°.       ."?''"•  £'"".°r''"^ 

iUutim,.,Hd ointmJTLn.  latter  used^h  "  *?fJ*"?  '^u//''"- ,  ti"^'  "  'T 

xiMxia  Mi^w,_,^>.~.«         »«»«™»»  inquire  into  the  history  of  the  cases  in 

mccmm^omedeverauea^  whVh  the«>  symptoms  ire  most  distinctly 

BKTOttK  I  proceed  to  spnik  of  the  diet  mari^ed,  yon  will  find  that  in  at  least 

and  remedies  to  be  employed  in  the  treat-  two-thirds,  powerful  cathartics  bare  been 
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employed,  not  oneo,  but  repeatedly,  in  tho  choice  as  to  their  temperatare.     WeW 

commencement  of   the   disease.    Almost  two  examples  of  this  in  the  (ever  virf 

all  coses,  in  which  calomel  and  colocynth,  daring  the  past  week.      One  patient  vjlh 

or  aloes,  followed  by  black  draught,  ha?e  a  moist  tongue  was  incessantly  calliflf  If 

been  liberally  used  in  the  commencement,  drink,  while  another  man,  who  bad  la 

become  tympanitic,  frequently  at  a  very  tongue  almost  perfectly  dry,  exhibittdl 

early  period.     The  same  mischief,  but  in  fcit  remarkable  indifference  to  flaidi. 
a   less  degree,  is  apt  to  occur  where  a         There  is  one  curioos  circumstance  e» 

Fystem  of  strict  abstinence  has  been  en-  nected  with  the  sensation  of  thint  is  '» 

forced,  and  continued  undeviatingly  for  a  flammatory  diseases,  which  desenres atia- 

cnnsiderable  length  of  time.  Want  of  food,  tion.    I  lately  attended  a  fatal  catetf 

CFcn  in  the  healthy  state  of  the  system,  is  metritis    after    delirery*   in   ounsaltstiM 

apt  to  produce  flatulence,  weakness,  and  with  Mr.  Hayden  and  Dr.  Ireland.  That 

distention  of  stomach,  and  in  many  in*  gentlemen  pointed  oat  to  me  the  singsls 

stances  gives  rise  to  Tcry  serious  forma  of  fact,  that  the  patient's  thirst  was  insuadf 

gastrointestinal  irritation.     The  diete  ah'  increased  to   an    intolerable    degree.  If 

»t)lne  is  very  apt  to  produce  the  same  eflect  pressure  applied  to  the  womb.    1  bk"^ 

in  fever.     Even  the  abuse  of  drinks  of  the  notice  the  fact  here  as  being  extivac^ 

simplest  and  most  innocent  description,  is  curious,  leaving  the  explanation  of  it  M 

apt  to  produce  flatulence,  distension,  and  those  who  are  more  conyersant  with  nch 

a   tendency   to   tympanites.     Hence   the  investigations. 

value  of  the  rulc'wliich  I  laid  down  in  a        Having  said  so  much  of  food  and  drill 

former  lecture,  viz.  to  allow  tlic  patient  in  fever,  I  come  now  to  speak  of  cxtcnil 

only  small  poriions  at  a  time,  and   to  and  internal  remedies,  and  first  of  Uirtofc 

order  liini  to  swallow  them  slowly.     The  Blisters  are  employed  in  a  variety  of  4i^ 

abuse  of  the  ordinary  drinks,  as  common  cases,  but  are  followed  by  very  diflcMt 

water,  whev,  barley-water,  soda  and  Selzer  physiological  efiects,  and  capote  of  Mt- 

watcrs,  and  effervescing  draughts,  is  a  frc-  mg  very  different  purposes^  accordiM  M 

(]uent  source  of  tympanitic  swelling  in  their  mode  of  application.      In  fever  uiy 

fever.    In  this  hospital  we  seldom  pre-  are  generally  employed  either  as  stiai- 

scribe    effervescing  draughts,  and    never  lants,  or  as  evacuants  and  deri?ativca  Ai 

give    them  in  the    ad    libitum    quantity  stimulants,  they  may  be  nsed  with  the ia> 

which  some  persons  recommend.      Thirst  tention  of  rousing  the  depressed  eaagia 

can  bo  sufficiently  assuaged  by  the  use  of  the  system  in  general,  by  their  affioa 

of  whey,  or  common  water,  acidulated  on  the  nervous  ana  circulating  systen^v 

witli   currant  jelly  or  raspberry  vinegar,  of   stimulating   the    torpid   functioas  if 

given  in  small  portions,  and  at  certain  some  particular  part    or  organ.     WiA 

intervals.    Sometimes  you    will  succeed  this  object    in  view,  they    are    applied 

effectually  in   controlling  feverish   thirst  as    flying    blisters  —  that    is    to    ^Ti 

by  the  use  of  a  very  light  infusion  of  cas-  for  a  space  of  time  not  exceeding  twosr 

carilln,  acidulated  with  a  small  quantity  three  hours,  and  solely  with  the  inteotioi 

of  muriatic  acid.     I  have  seen  this  em-  of  producing  a  stimulant  effecL   Yonlafs 

ployed  with  success  by  Mr.  Kirby,  and  I  seen  some  cases  of  fever  in  our  wards,  is 

nave  often  prescribed  it  myself  with  the  which  the  powers  of  life  were  greatly  d^ 

best  effects.    Very  often  you  will  find  that  pressed,  the  extremities  cool,  the  actioaif 

a  small   quantity  of   some  light  bitter,  the  heart  feeble,  the  pulse  weak,  respiia' 

slightly  acidulated,  will  appease  the  mor-  tion  short  and  imperfectly  performed,  ■■' 

bid  thirst  of  fever  more  effectually,  and  a  tendency  to  faintness  ana  sinking;  aad 

for  a    much  longer  period,    than    large  you  have  observed  that  in  such  casas  at 

draughts  of  water,  or  any  of  the  fluids  derived  great  benefit  from  the  applicatkn 

usually  employed  for  the  same   purj»ose.  of  flying  blisters  over  the  region  of  tbe 

You  should  always  bear  in  mind,   that  heart,  the  epigastrium,  chest,  andinsdt 

thirst  in  fever  does' not  exclusively  depend  of  the  legs  and  thighs.     We  applied  oar 

on  a  dry  or  parched  sUite  of  the  mouth  or  blisters  in  these  situations,  left  them  oi 

fauces,  but  lies  much  deeper  in  the  system,  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  then  icmotsA 

and  has  its  origin  in  some  peculiar  de-  them;  and  you  have  seen  them,  when  ca- 

rangement  of  the  nerves,  most  probably  of  ployed  in  this  way,  succeed  in  rousing  the 

those  belonging  to  the  ganglionic  system,  vital  energies,  the  depressed  action  of  the 

in  going  through  a  fever  ward,  you  will  heart  and  capillaiy  system,  and  tbeflsf^ 

meet  with  numerous  illustrations  of  the  giug  state  of  the  respiratory  ftanctioo,  M 

truth  of  til  is  position ;  for  you  will   find  shewn   by  the  increased  streng^  of  the 

one  man  with  a  moist  tongue  and  fauces,  pulse,  the  more  general  diffusion  of  Ileal, 

and  yet  labouring  under  insatiable  thirst,  and  the  renewed  play  of  the  varions  fanc- 

v^liilc    vou    will    observe    another    with  tions. 

parehcii  tongue  and  throat,  and  yet  with-         lu  such  cafcs,  where  the  stimulant  ef- 

ont  any  desire  whatocr  for  fltiuts,  or  any  feet  alone  is  required,  it  would  be  wron; 
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to  leave  the  blisters  on  longer  than  two  or  to  the  part,  produced  by  the  action  of  the 

three  hours;  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  if  heart. 

thej  prove  merely  rubefacient,  or,  at  most,        Dr.  Houston,  in  a  very  important  paper 

Vesicate  to  slightly  as  to  give  to  the  blis-  on  the  circulation  in  a  monstrous  foetus, 

lered  surface  the  appearance  of  a  miliary  without  head  or  brain,  published  in  the 

Mraption.    Here  you  have  all  the  stimulant  last  number  of  the  Dublin  MedicalJour- 

effects  of  blisiering,  but  not  followed  by  nal,  has  proved  almost  to  a  demonstration, 

their  debilitating  consequences.     You  are  that,  in  the  case  referred  to,  the  circula- 

aware  that  blisters  applied  in  the  ordinary  tion  in  the  placenta  could  not  be  carried 

Mraj   have    a    twofold    effect ;    they  first  on,  unless  by  the  vital  attractive  power  of 

nnise,  and  then  depress ;  acting  primarily  the  capillanes.    It  is  owing  to  this  power 

ts  stimulants,  and  secondarily  as  evacu-  that  vascular  tumors  bleed  so  profusely 

ints.    They  first  act  as  stimulants,  pro-  when  wounded  or  scratched;  and  yet,  if 

lacing  pain,    heat,  and  redness  of  the  you  cut  through  the  artery  which  supplies 

(Murt;  after  a  few  hours  these  symptoms  them,  there  will  not  be  any  considerable 

liiuinish,  and  are  followed  by  an  effusion  hiemorrhage.  When  you  divide  the  artery, 

»f  lemm— in  fact,  a  quantity  of  white  the  capillaries  cease  to  draw  blood  to  the 

>IcxKi  is  abstracted  from  the  cutaneous  ca-  part,  and  the  hasmorrhage  is  slight ;  but  if 

lillaries,  and  in  this  way  an  evacuation  is  you  wound  the  tumor  itself,  the  blood  is 

»nklnccd,  calculated  to  diminish  any  ac-  attracted  to  the  part  as  fast  as  it  drains 

sidental  congestion  in  neighbouring  parts,  off,    and  a  profuse    haemorrhage  is  the 

The   capillaries,  by  means  of  their  in-  result. 

■veased  action,  draw  a  quantity  of  white        Yon  should  also  bear  in  mind,  that 

»lood  to  the  part;  and  in  saying  this,  I  there  are  many  animals  which  are  without 

think  I  am  only  using  a  perfectly  physio-  a  heart,  and  yet  in  which  the  functions  of 

loffical  expression ;  for  the  quantity  of  cir-  the  circulation'  are  adequately  performed, 

nuating  fluid  in  any  part  of  the  body  must  We  have  numerous  instances  of  human 

lapend  on  the  vital  action  of  the  capillary  monsters  bom  without  any  trace  of  a  heart, 

rcasels  of  that  part.    It  is  to  the  peculiar  and  yet  well  nourished  and  developed. 

itate  of  the  capillary  vessels  that  the  quan-  In  ca^es  of  this  description  how  is  the  cir. 

tilj  of  blood  in  any  part  is  to  be  referred,  culation  carried  on,  or  by  what  power  is 

And  not  to  the  force  or  frequency  of  the  the  blood  impelled  through  the  vessels? 

heart's  action.    It  is  by  means  of  changes  I  do  not  see  what  cause  we  can  refer  it  to, 

^lodtieed  in  them  that  the  phenomena  of  except  the  vital    agency  and    attractive 

Mtive  congestion   and  inflammation  are  power  of  the  capillary  system.    I  mention 

pioduccd :  the  capillaries  of  the  affected  these  facts  because,  in  the  treatment  of  in- 

part  enlarge,  increase  in  number,  and  mul-  flammatory  and  febrile  affections,  it  is 

tiply,  and  those  which  were  invisible  be-  important  that  you  should  have  correct 

aome  visible.    These  phenomena  have  been  physiological  views,  and  that  you  should 

fhlaely  attributed  by  Hastings  and  others  bear  in  mind,  that  each  part  and  organ  of 

to  debility  and  impaired  action   of  the  the  body  may  have  its  vital  action  de- 

eapillaries.  ranged,  or,  in  other  words,  may  become 

Enlargement  or  distension  of  the  capil-  congested  and  inflamed,  independently  of 

lary  vessels,  whether  the  result  of  active  the  action  of  the  heart  or  the  general  cir- 

local  congestion  or  inflammation,  is  quite  culation. 

a  different  process,  and  bears  a  very  close  Blisters,  then,  produce  first  increased 
analogy  to  the  enlargement  of  the  anasto-  action  of  a  part,  and  then  act  ais  evacuants. 
BMMing  arteries  of  a  limb  in  which  the  They  also  stimulate  the  system  generally ; 
inincipal  vessel  has  been  tied.  The  afllux  but  if  left  on  until  full  vesication  is  pro- 
of blood,  and  the  vascular  distension,  are  duced,  they  act  as  evacuants  and  deple- 
iiot  the  consequences  of  debility  or  of  re-  tives,  and  lower  the  general  tone  of  the 
iazation,  but  of  an  actual  increase  of  vital  economy.  I  have  frequently  observed  this 
action.  In  the  enlargement  of  the  anas-  succession  of  events  in  chronic  cases,  in 
tomosing  arteries  which  takes  place  in  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  blister 
cases  of  collateral  circulation,  the  increase  repeatedly  during  the  course  of  the  dis- 
of  size  is  not  confined  to  the  arteries  con-  ease.  The  patients  generally  toldrae  that 
nected  with  the  main  trunk ;  it  commences  thev  felt  better  and  lighter  on  the  day  on 
simultaneously  in  the  more  distant  set  of  which  the  blister  was  applied,  but  on  the 
branches,  beginning  in  the  smaller  ones,  next  day  they  usually  felt  weaker  and 
and  then  gradually  extending  to  the  more  depressed ;  and  thitf  state  sometimes 
larger.  This  is  a  proof  that  the  enlarge-  lasted  more  than  a  single  day.  You  may 
ment  of  the  vessels  depends  solely  on  a  therefore  apply  blisters  as  excitants  and 
▼ital  action  inherent  in  themselves,  and  is  stimulants,  or  you  may  employ  them  as 
not  the  result  of  a  mere  passive  distension,  cvaouants  and  depletives ;  yet  there  are 
or  of  an  increased  determination  of  blood  many  persons  who  seem  to  for^t  tjkua  ^^- 
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tinction.    If  in  a  cmse  of  inflammatioii,  hare  treated  of  lats.    Evaiy  vritBrwi 

occurring  in  a  low  state  of  the  aystem,  yon  tell  yon  that  when  the  naUeat^  hm  k 

{»ropoae  to  apply  a    certain  number  of  fluihed,  hii  eipes  aaffoaea,  aad  wkih 

eeches  over  the  inflamed  organ,  they  say  complaint  of  headache  and  intolmMid 

no;  but  they  hare  no  hesitation  in  apply,  light,  you  ihoold  leech   and  blislBrkii 

ing  a  large  blister,  leaving  it  on  until  it  head,  give  him  pufntivea,  tartar  carta 

produces  full  vesication,  and  thus  abstract-  James's  powder,  and  the  medkin«  oki- 

ing  a  considerable  portion  of  white  blood  lated  to  bring  down  ecrebral  eadMBtf : 

from  the  system.  but  a  careful  and  obeenrant  paiililit 

You  will  not  expect  me  (o  lay  down  will  anticipate  all   theee  synploaa,  d^ 

any  general  rules  for  the  use  and  applica-  though  there  ia  as  jet  no  partieolv  ii^ 

tion  of  blistering  in  fevers ;  you  will  find  ing  of  the  face*  hettdache,  or  saffBaaid 

all  these  matters  sufficiently  explained  in  the  eyes;  and  though  the  patient ■ 

your  b(M>ks  and  manuals.    I  am  not  giving  quite  rational,  he  will  reooffniae  tbitaa^ 

any  thing  like  a  regular  outline  of  the  ing  diaease  of  the    brain  long  beftn  il 

treatment  of  fever;  in  fact  I  pass,  per  uU-  commences,  and  take  proper  steps  ts^ 

(Hfit,  fnim  one  point  to  another,  without  vent  its  explosion.     Watch  the  faeitii 

any  attention  to  order  or  method.    Yon  of  the  brain  at  ten  ti  rely,  andtbcywilla- 

-can  read  methodical  treatises,  and  then  form  von,  in  almost  every  ease,  of  da  i^ 

compare  them  with  such  detached  obser.  proach  of  cerebral  ajniptonuL    Tte  ■■ 

vatioDs  as  I  shall  make.    And  here  allow  find  in  patients  who  are  aboat  te  hm 

me  to  make  some  detached  observations  on  cerebral  symptomiy   a  degree  of  ntha 

that  peculiar  state  of  the  brain  which  we  anxiety,  and  a  higher  degree  of  omr 

most  commonly  observe    in   the  middle  than  accords  with   their  oonditiaa;M 

stage  of  typhus,  and  in  which  blisters  they  either  do  not  sleep  at  alL  sriWi 

form  one  of  our  most  efficient,  and  in  sleep  is  broken  bjr  atartinga  and  taaih^ 

some  instances  our  only  mode  of  relief,  rent  expressions     When  yon  ipcik  Ml 

In  many  of  the  cases  of  typhus  which  person  m  this  state,  he  answers  ia  ■  |^ 

come  under  our  observation  in  hospital,  lectly  rational  manner ;  he  will  leU  ytt 

we  frequently  meet  with  a  train  of  symp-  that  he  has  little  or  no  headaeha;  Ml 

toms  strongly  calculated  to  perplex  and  were  you  to  be  led  awaj  by  a  hasty  icdc 

puzzle,  and  which  should  seldom  exist  in  of  his  symptoms,  jfon  woomI  be  very  Ml 

fever  regularly  treated ;  these  are  chiefly  to  overlook  the  state  of  the  brain.  If  J* 

cases  which  are  admitte<l  in  the  middle  or  inquire    closely,    yon   will  find  that  ki 

latter  stage  of  the  disease,  and  at  a  period  scarcely  ever  sleepa,  or  eren  doaca— tkatki 

when  the  natient's  state  of  intellect  is  such  is  irritable,  excitable,  ftvqnently  iaeik^ 

as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  obtaining  any  rent,  and  muttering  to   himself,    twkr 

satiKfactoiy  information  from  a  personal  such  circumstances,  althongh  theft  ii  aa 

examination.  remarkable  heat  of  scalp,  snffosloa  of  iht 

A  man  in  the  lowest  class  of  life,  and  eye,  or  headache,  I  am  freqoently  hi  to 

at  a   distance  from   medical  aid,  is  at.  suspect  the  supervention  of  eeiebiainB^ 

tacked  with  fever;  for  the  first  eight  or  toms,    particularly    abont    the  aiatt  « 

ten  days  he  is  either  improperly  treated  or  tenth  day  of  the  fever  (for  it  is  gcMnllf 

altogether  neglected,    ana  in   this  state  abont  this  period  that  cerebral  syaplaai 

symptoms    arise  and  superinduce  others,  begin  to  manifest  themaelvea);  and  wh» 

giving  rise  to  the  most  unfavourable  com-  ever  I  observe  these  premonitory  ii 

plications,  and  rendering  the  cure  difficult,  tions,  I  never  hesitate  in  takia^ 

if  not  impossible.    Now  of  all  the  symp-  measures  to  anticipate  the  eriL    I 

toms  which  occur  in  cases  of  fever,  where  diately  order  the  hair  to  be  ahaved  oCaal 

the  state  of  the  principal  organs  has  been  blister  the  whole  scalp.    Thns,  at  the  p^ 

neglected,  there  are  none  more  formidable,  riod  when  disease  of  the    brain  wbU 

or  more  fatal,  thnn  the  cerebral ;  nor  is  most  probably  have  aet  in.  I  have  Ikl 

there  any  local  affection  in  fever,  in  which  whole  external  surface  of  the  head  paaa 

the  value  of  prevention  is  so  one4]uivocal  ing  out  serum,  or  even  auppnrating:  ff' 

and  decided.    What  1   wish  to  impress  when  by  this  treatment   I  hare  oppoarf  i 

ui>on  you  is,  that  you  ahould  always  anti-  barrier  to  the  farther  profpneaa  of  theili^ 

cipate  the  cerebral    symptoms   in   fever,  ease,  the  exhibition  of  a  little  tartar  M^ 

Never  allow  the  cerebral  symptoms  to  ex-  tic  will  soon  remove  every  trace  of  it   !■ 

plodc^watch  the  first  scintillas  of  cerebral  laying  down  this  plan  of  treatment,  I  bait 

excitement— repress  the  commencing  mis-  supposed  that  the  patient  haabecBpie- 

chicf,  and  do  not  allow  your  patient  to  be  perly  treated  from  the  bennning, and  tbit 

overtaken  by  formidable  inflammation  of  the  earlier  symptoms  of  inflammatory  ei- 

the  brain.    This  is  one  of  the  points  in  citcment  have  been  combated  by  blccdia|i 

which  I  have  chanfted  my  practic  \     I  leeching,  and  other  appropriate  d^ldary 

ncviT  allow  cerebral  Miiiptonis  to  btrome  measures, 
established  in  any  of  tlie  coses  \ihich  I        There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  an  oppuNf 
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Imte  of  the  patient,  i^hich  in  like  manner  davs    before     their   actual     occurrence, 

albrms  me  toat  danger  to  the  brain  is  at  When,  in  cases  of  typhus,  you  find  the  pa- 

And.     In  this  case,  the  patient  is  almost  tient's    breathing  permanently  Irreguhir, 

tmtinually  sleeping.    When  yon  enter  his  and    interrupted  by  frequent  sighing  — 

hiunber  in  the  morning,  ana  ask  how  he  when  it  goes  on  for  one  or  two  minutes  at 

ises,  his  attendant  generally  tells  yon  that  one  rate,  and  then  for  a  quarter  or  half  a 

•   has  passed  the  night  most  farourably,  minute  at  another  rate,  you  may  rely  upon 

bH  that  he  has  slept  without  almost  ever  it  that  sooner  or  later  an  affection  of  the 

wldng  since  your  visit  on  the  preceding  brain  will  make  its  appearance.    You  will 

IWmoon.    If  he  awakens  to  take  drink,  frequently    observe    the    same    kind    of 

ft  quickly  drops  asleep' again,  and  when  breathing  preceding  attacks  of  apoplexy 

Ml    arouse  him  he  looks  rather  heavy ;  and  paralysis,  and  indeed  it  was  the  oo- 

■MPe  is  some  slight  effusion  of  the  tunica  currence  of  this  symptom,  in  these  and 

Inata,  and  some  appreciable  congestion  other  cases  in  which  the  functions  of  the 

tout  the  external  parts  of  the  face  and  brain  were  deranged,  that  first  drew  my 

Mid.     Persons  in  this  state,  though  appa-  attention  to  this  kind  of  breathing.    The 

Mtljr  doing  well,  and  even  where  they  first  time  it  engaged  my  attention  was  in 

ftTe  been  properly  treated  in  the  begin-  a  remarkable  case  of  an  apoplectic  nature, 

io^,  about  the  ninth  or  tenth  day  begin  which  I  sat  up  a  whole  night  to  watdi.  On 

»  rave,  and  exhibit  undoubted  proofs  of  recollection,  I  found  that  I  had  frequently 

9ng9Btioa  and  excitement  of  the  brain,  observed  an  analogous  state  of  the  resplra- 

i#^v,  in  all  cases  of  this  description  be  on  tory  function  in  fever,  on  several  ocasions, 

Mir  guard,  imd  do  not  allow  symptoms  of  altnough  its  connexion  with  excitement  of 

angerous  import  to  steal  on  you.    Here  the  brain  had  not  struck  me  before.    I 

aQ  will  derive  great  benefit  from  the  use  speak  here  of  irregularity  of  breathing,  in- 

t  blisters.    I  was  lately  called  to  a  very  dependent  of  any  pectoral  affection.    But 

HDarkable  case  of  this  kind,  at  some  dis-  when  the  patient  breathes  in  a  permanently 

ilBoe   from   Dublin.      The  natient  slept  irregular  manner,  at  one  time  at  a  certain 

Imost  constantly,  and  complained  of  no  rate,  and  at  another  at  a  different  rate,-~ 

laadacbe  or  heat  of  scalp.    From  an  at-  when  his  respiration    is  suspicious  and 

•ntive  examination  of  the  case,  however,  heaving,  without  any  disease  of  the  chest  or 

[  was  led  to  predict  the  approach  of  cere-  great    debility,  — >  you    will    have    some 

Hal  symptoms.    Observe,  this  was  a  case  nounds  to  suspect  the  existence  of  eere- 

ftf  spotted  fever ;  and  in  this  form  of  fever  bral  derangement.    I  am  in  the  habit  of 

jott  oan  predict  the  occurrence  of  such  calling  this  kind  of  breathing  cerebral  re- 

maptoms  with  a  greater  degree  of  confi-  spiration,  because  my  experience  has  told 

fceee     The  patient's  pulse  was  96,   his  me  that  it  is  almost  invariably  connected 

e  presenting  nothing  worthy  of  jp-  with    oppression  and  congestion  of  the 

,  his  behaviour  and  speech  rational,  brain.    To  recapitulate: — ^When  you  find 

.  his  sleep  almost  constant.    Recollect-  a  patient  in  fever  lying  constantly  awake, 

jf  however,  the  period  of  the  fever,  and  or  when,  on  the  contrary,  vou  find  him 

akaervlng  carefully  the  condition  of  the  continually  slumbering,~when  there  is  a 

MWihral  functions,  1  had  his  head  shaved  certain  quickness  of  manner  and  irrita- 

aad  bUstered.     Notwithstanding  this  pre-  bilitv, — and  when  the  cerebral  respiration 

MHition,  his  cerebral  symptoms  had  pro-  has  been  noticed  for  some  time,  without 

aMded  so  far  that  he  subsequently  got  a  any  concurrent  debility  or  pulmonary  dis- 

riight  attack  of  paralysis  of  the  face  and  ease, — under  such  circumstances, you  may, 

toagne,  accompanied  by  a  fixed  state  of  the  in  cases  of  maculated  typhus,  pradict  the- 

amils,  which  would  neither  contract  nor  approach  of  cerebral  symptoms;  and  the 

dilate.    After  having  blistered  his  head  period  about  which  they  generally  mani- 

aatmsively,  I  gave  him  the  tartar  emetic  rest  themselves,  is  the  eighth,  ninth,  or 

MiiQtion,  to  the  amount  of  one-eighth. of  a  tenth  day.    Now,  in  cases  of  this  desoip. 

0iain  every  second  hour.    These  measures  tion,— ifyou  have  previously  used  leechei 

ware  completely  successful  in  removing  the  and  antiphlogistics  to  a  sufieientextent,-* 

avebral  symptoms,  and  I  have  no  doubt  your  best  plan  will  be  to  shave  and  blister 

that  the  activeprecautions  which  had  been  the  whole  scalp.    Dr.  Little,  of  Bellhsty 

taken  were  the  means  of  saving  his  life.  and  Mr.  Kirby,  of  this  city,  have  fkUen 

Now  there  is  one  symptom  connected  into  the  same  train  of  ideas,  and  employ 

with  cerebral  excitement  in  fever  which  is  blisters  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  dis- 

w«ll  worthy  of  your  notice,  as  its  existence  ease,  with  the  view  of  combating  cerebral 

la  often  sufficient  of  itself  to  give  timely  excitement  In  a  recent  instance,  in  private 

UitiBuUion  of  the  approach  of  irritation  or  practice,  I  think  I  saved  the  life  of  a  young 

taflammation  of  the  brain.    This  is,  the  mitleman  in  Harcourt- Street  by  extensive 

state    of   the  respiratory    function.      In  Uisteringof  the  scalp  on  the  fourth  day  of 

Arer,  the  breathing  will  often  announce  fever.    We  were  not  aiseustomed  to  blister 

tlM  approach  of  cerebral  symptoms  for  at  this  early  period  of  Ceyei.     YormftA^  \X 
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woB  tlic  practice  to  bleed  and  apply  leeches  and  adrised  the  child'a  fsther  lo  hutih 

for  Kcvcral  days  together,  and   never  to  whole  of  the  blistered  Kftlp  well  nlU 

have  recourse  to  blistering  until  towards  with  tartar  emetic  ointment.    Tbebsv* 

the  latter  stage  of  the  disease.   In  common  covered  completely.     I  derived  alM  a  wj 

inflammation,  or  in  arachnitis,  we  do  not  striking  advantage   fWim  the  dm  il^ 

blister  until  wu  have  carried  depletion  by  same  remedv  in  a  venr  remarkabk  • 

the  lancet,  leeches,  and  purgatives,  as  far  demic  which    attmckcd  a  family  ii  ■ 

as  the  patient's  strength  will  allow.    But  neighbourhood  of  Rathmines,  aod  wM 

this  is  nut  the  case  in  fever :    the  cerebral  was  witnessed  throughout  its  whole  cMi 

congestion  and  irritation,  or  inflammation,  by  my  friend  Dr.  Burke  and  mjsclf.  te 

(call it  M  liicli  you  \s  ill), which  accompanies  of  the  family,  a  young  lady,  was  attirU 

typhus,  diflers  essentially   from  ordinary  with  symptoms  of  fever,  acconiiMM  b 

arachnitis    or  encephalitis,  and  requires  pain  in  the  back  of  the  bead  and  itiba 

very    often    a   treatment    strikingly  dif-  of  the  neck.     After  a  few  days,  srafMi 

fcrent.  of  inflammation  of  the  ccrabellia  ■! 

One  physiological  fact  connected  with  upper  part  of  the  spinal  cord  beOBe  4^ 

fiiL>cp    may    be  noticed    here.       It    has  veloped.     About  the  seventh  day  fhc  ga 

been  stated  bv  Mr.  Mayo,  that  the  pupils  strabismus,  and  soon  afterwardn  wu  i^ 

arc  contracted  during  sleep.    Tliis  is  in  tacked  w*itb  convulsions:    the  poml  k- 

itself  a    vury  curious  fact,    and    I  was  came  permanently  dilated,  and  tk  ■■ 

anxious  to  verify  it.     Now  we  had  an  ex-  quite  blind.     I   was  called  to  see  krtf 

ccUcnt  opportunity  yesterday  morning  of  this  ]ieriody  and  found  her  almost  ii  ■ 

trying  what  the  iitate  of  the  pupil  was  in  state    of  insensibility^   with   inrolnl^ 

two  patients  who  lav  soundly  sleeping  in  discharge  of  urine  and  feces,  coldolM- 

the  ffver  wanl.     \Ve  came  up  softly  to  mi  ties,  and    irregular    pulse.     Thiila| 

them  as  they  lay  on  thi-ir  backs,  and  in  a  that  nothing  could  be  done  for  her,  I  «■ 

most  favourable  situation  for  observation,  alx>ut  to  leave  the  room,  when  I  aikidii 

iust  under  one  of   the   windows  ;    and  nurse,  could  she  swallow?    She  RpU 

having  opened  the  eye-lids,  found  tiiat  the  she  could,  and  immediately  proecsU  to 

pupil  was  actually  contracted  to  the  size  offer  the  young  lady  some  drink,  wUdiii 

of  a  pin-hole.     It  remained  in  this  state  swallowed  without  any  difficulty.   W 

for  a  while,  and  then  expanded  when  they  at  once  arrested  my  attention.    1  ai^  to 

awakened.    This  is  a  very  curious  fact,  myself,  if  this  patient  can  swallav,  ds 

and  ap])cars  to  be  a  very  beautiful  in-  must  be  still  conscious,  and  while  it  9 

stance  of  the  protective  care  of  nature.  To  so,  there  is  a  clianoe  of  saving  bcr.  I 

protect  the  eye  while  we  sleep,  nature,  as  ordered  tlie  vrholc  of  the  scalp,  whiek  hi 

it  were,  draws  the  curtain,  and  thus  de-  been  previously  blistered,  to  be  iiM 

feuds  the  delicate  organ  from  any  acci-  with  tartar  emetic  ointment;   viobatis- 

dcntal  dazzling,  at  a  i)eriod  when  con-  flammation    ensued,    and    she   nuwa^ 

sci«)u.sncss  slumbers,  and  is  ofl*its  guard.  completely.    But  tJic  curious  part  of  dv 

Hlisters  applied  extensively  to  the  shaven  c^^  is  this : — Her  brother  and  sister  vflv 

si-alp,  arc  not  only  valuable  in  fever,  but  attacked,  in  exactly  the  same  way,s  fcv 

also  in  other  diseases,  and  that  nnder  cir-  days  afUrwards,  although  less  fondddhp 

cumritanees  in  which  little  benefit  could  be  &nd  were  cured  by  the  same        '   ^ 


cxiK'ctcd.    The  same  cfl*ects  may  be  pro-     Shortly  afterwards  two  of  the  serraatogit 
duced  by  rubbing  the  whole  scalp  with     P&in  in  the  back  of  the  head  and  stifiHii 


tartar  emetic  ointment ;  but  from  the  pain     <^f  neck,  followed  by  signs  of  an  ii 

and  inflammation  it  produces, this  proceed-  tory  affection  of  the  ceiebellnm  and  ifoil 

ing  is  seldom  adopted.    I  have,  however,  c(»rd.    They  were  treated  in  tbeaaewnpi 

occasionally  employed  it  ;    and  on   two  &"(!  recovered. 

recent  oceusions  with  the  most  fortunate  What  could  be  the  cause  of  tbii  pM* 

results.    A  friend  of  mine  had  lost  two  liar  fever,  manifesting  itself  in  cxacthtk 

childa*n  from  hydrocephalus.    About  five  ^me  way  in  all  the  individnab  of  Ik 

weeks    ago  another  child,  an  extremely  family  who  were  attacked  ^    lendearetfrf 

'^•'^^ *.--i_i_..»^   -  *-»  arrive  at  the  cause,  but  could  not;  sri 

merely  state  the  facts,  without  wbhiiv 

,, , o .._  >  attempt  any  thing  like  an  explaaatiiB. 

IpRsness,  vomiting,  and  diarrhoea,  he  was  ^"1  the  history  of  this  extraoidinsir  fsni 

observed  to  utter  frequently  that  faint  cry  <>'  disease  is  exactly  as  I  have  tsld  jm. 

which  is  so  characteristic  of  hydroccpha-  ^t  has  been  witnessed  by  Mr.  King  aa' 

luN,  and  to  roll  his  head  constantly  from  ^^''  Burke,  and  they,  as  well  as  bvmK 

side  to  side.    These  symptoms  were  s<H>n  ^<^re  very  much  struck  with  the  novettji' 

urterwards  succeeded  by  constant  motions  the  phenomena. 

of  the  right  arm  and  leg,  and  subsequently  

by  paralysih  of  iJie  opiM)site  side.     I  was 
consulted  before  the  pamlysis  occurred, 
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A  CASE  OF  most  or  entirely  gone.     She  was  able  to 

GANGRENE  FROM  "DISEASE  OF    'Z:ri^j:^'ei;ec'!Z^:^.%'^^ug 
E  THE  HEART."  from  extreme  rapidity  to  the  opposite 

extreme  of  slowness ;  atone  time  strong, 

at  another  scarcely  perceptible.      Her 


'o  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  bowels  were  costi?e,  and  had  been  so 

*  ■  «  for  a  week  previously,  having  had  only 
^ .  '  one  or  two  stools  during  that  time,  and 
^^If  ^ou  deem  the  inclosed  case  worthy  those  very  scanty,  dark- coloured,  and 
l^joi  insertion  in  your  journal,  it  is  very  foetid.  Tongue  furred ;  skin  hot,  and 
^Auch  at  your  service. — I  am,  sir,  covered  with  clammy  pei'spiration ;  dysp- 
^1  Your  obedient  servant,  noea  and  pain  over  the  region  of  the 
^'                                William  Clark,  heart. 

jf'  Surgeon.  Mr.  Mayo  conceived  that,  from  the 

^    '^vliM,  Jao.  29, 1837.  costive  State  of  the  bowels,  an  accumu- 

m '  lation  of  hardened  ftecal  matter  might 

1^ . '  Mrs.  Brown,  aet.  50  years,  of  rather  possibly  have  taken  place  in  the  colon, 

■f  ^etfaoric  habit  and  florid  complexion,  and  pressure  from  this  cause  might  have 

4  Was  attocked  on   Saturday  week  last,  obstructed  the  circulation  in  the  limb. 

M  vbilst  walking  from  her  cotUge  into  No  tumor  could,  however,  be  found  in 

*  ^18  town,  a  distance  of  about  a  quarter  the  right  iliac  region  ;  there  was  slight 
<^af  a  mile,  with,  as  she  expressed  it,  a  tenderness  on  pressure.     He  ordered — 
^  JuUeringof  the  heart  and  difficulty  of  gxt  -d-  •     »•    *  *• 

'  JbraUhinl,     so    severe    that    she    Was  ^^'  ^^^^'^^  ^'  «^*^^"°- 

^  ^earcely  able  to   return  home.      From  This  had  no  effect  on  the  bowels.    At 

f'tbat  time  to  Friday  last,  December  3,  two,  p.m.  ol.  ricin.  ^.  with  a  drop  of 

H  she  says  she  did  not  feel  positively  ill,  croton  oil,  also  without  efibct     At  nine, 

,  ibiat  occasionally  experienced  a  sense  of  p.m.  V.S.  ad  Jx.  and  an  injection.   This 

suffocation,  with  a  disposition  to  faint-  brought  away  only  a  small  quantity  of 

,  ings,  and  especially  so  afler  any  exer-  foecal  matter. 
tion,  such  as  walking  up  stairs,  &c.    Be-        ^  jj  ^  g„bm.  grs.  iij. :  Ext.  Colocyntb. 
ing,  however,   an   active  woman,  she  c.  gr.  x.    Omni  tertiA  horil. 

continued  to  perform  her  daily  house- 

liold  duties,  and  did  not  call  for  medical  Afler  taking  two  doses,  the  bowels 
aid.  acted  freely.  The  evacuations  were  ex- 
According  to  her  own  account  she  tremely  fnetid  and  dark-coloured.  All 
t»d  previously  emoyed  good  health,  not  this  time  the  leg  remained  in  the  same 
having  suffered  from  the  ordinary  com-  state ;  bottles  of  hot  water  were  con- 
plaints  of  colds,  &c.  more  than  other  stantly  kept  to  the  foot  and  leg,  and  the 
people.  On  Friday  night  one  of  her  whole  limb  wrapped  in  flannels.  A 
sons  returned  home  very  late,  and  all  mustard  plaster  was  also  applied  to  the 
the  family  having  retired  to  bed,  she  sole  of  the  foot. 

"went  down  stairs  without  her  stockings        Sunday  morning.— Mr.  Mayo  being 

to  open  the  door  for  him,  and  in  do-  out  of  town,  I  saw  the  patient  at  his  re- 

iDg  so  placed  her  right  heel  on  the  (]nest.     On  examining  the  limb  I  found 

damp  bnck  floor.    At  that  time  she  was  it  of  a  leaden  hue ;  from  the  toes  to  the 

in  a  profuse  perspiration,  but  did  not  knee  it  was  cold,  and  without  sensation. 

Jkel  chilled  or  otherwise  ill  on  her  re-  No  pulsation  could  be  felt  in  the  pouli- 

tarn  to  bed.  teal    or    posterior    tibial    arteries,    out 

On    Saturday  morning   she  rose  as  slight  action  remained  in  the  femoral, 

usual  at  eight  o'clock.     Between  ten  immediately  under  Poupart*s  ligament. 

and  eleven,  a.m.  she  had  severe  pain  in  Her  pulse  at  the  wrist  was  very  irregu- 

ber  right  foot,  darting  upwards  to  the  lar,  and  not  at  all  synchronous  with  the 

thigh  ;   this  pain    increased   until  her  action  of  the  heart,  the  pulsations  of  the 

foot  and  leg  became  benumbed,  and  she  latter  being  (at  times)  as  tbree  to  one  of 

told  a  neighbour  she  was  sure  she  was  the  former.    There   was  no  unnatural 

*'  death-stnick ;"   she  also  had  severe  sound  in  the  heart's  action,  none  that 

pain   in   her  bowels.     Mr.   Mayo  was  enabled  me  to  name  any  specific  disease 

then  called  in,  who  found  the  foot  and  of  that  or^ran ;  but  iViete  y;qa  xko  ^vm^ 

leg  to  the  knee  cold,  and  senaatioB  aK  between  the  dmtoVe  audi  «^^u\^>  ^^^ 
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one  following^  the  other  in  rafyid  and  part  is  touched.     The  jogfolar  feni 

constant  succession,  or  rather,  the  one  much  distended, 
seeming'  to  run  into  the  other.    It  ra^        Wednesday  mominnf.^The  pvlK  ts- 

ther  appeared  as  if  the  heart  had  not  day  is  more  frequent,  and  die  genml   1 

sufficient  power    to  propel   the  blood  symptoms   of  constitntional   irritatioi 

through  the  body,  in  consequence  of  its  more  urgent ;  nai^rene  haanoteztcBd- 

bein^  overloaded.    Dyspnoea,  with  pain  ed  up  the  thinrfa,  bat  iht  Ic^  itself  it  if 

over  the  pericardiac  region  ;  no  head-  darker  hue.   Complains  ofdarliBgimi* 
ache  or  vertigo;  the  warmth  of  the  left        Seven,  p.m. — Restless  and  oneisr; 

leg  perfectly  natural.     The  sinapism  pain  over  the  cardiac  refpon.    She  1% 

had  no  effect  on  the  sole  of  the  foot  and  has  been,  taking  port  wine.    Dr. 

Four  o'clock   p.m.  — I  requested  Dr.  Tomkins  saw  her  with  me  this  evcaiag. 
Seagrim   to  see  the  patient  with   me.  Thursday  morning,  10,  a.m. — ^Tbere 

The  case  struck  him  as  being  very  sin-  is  no  improvement;  pulse  more  IMle, 

gular,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  assign-  and   general  symptoms   stronger ;  At 

able  exciting  cause  for  gangrene  at-  speaks  with  difficulty ;  great  oyspaim.  ] 

tacking  that  particular  limb.  He  order-  There  appears  to  be  contraction  of  the  f 

ed  a  small  blister  to  be  applied  over  the  features,  the  nose  and    nsouth    paiti- 

heart,  and  a  lotion  of  Tine.  Lyttsp  and  cnlarly ;  there  is,  and  has  been,  a  paD«  ! 

Opii  to  be  nibbed  into  the  limb.  Bottles  around  the  mouUi  from  the  hefimomg^ 

or  hot  water  and  flannels  to  be  conti-  but  which  is  more  apparent  this  mtm- 

nued.  A  tingling  sensation  was  felt  after  ing. 
the  application  of  the  lotion.  Three,  p.m.  —  About    three   india 

Monday  morning. — The  leg  was  co-  above  the  knee  nature  ia  attemptiBg  a 

vered  with  patches,  irregular  in  shape,  line  of  demareation;  there  is  a  eertua 

about  the  size  of  a  crown  piece,  or  a  hardness  and  tendemeaa  upon  UmAkg 

dark  purplish  hue,  and  extending  about  it,  which  truly  indicates  an  attem|itat 

three   inched  above  the  knee,  on  the  separation.    It  will  be  recollecied  thit 

inner  side  of  the  thigh.    The  pain  being  gangrene  has  not  extended  for  the  hit 

▼ery  severe,  two  days.    Bowels  have  not  acted. 

R  Mur.  MorphisB  gr.  iss.  evciy  four  or  Ol.  Ricini,  Jsa. 

five  houn.  £i^l,t^  P.M.— Bowels  hare  acted.  T%e 

Tuesday  morning.  —  The  morphine  patient  complains  of  flatulence;  polie 

has  given  the  patient  a  quiet  and  com-  rather  stronger ;  port  wine  and  anew 

foruole  night.    The  patches  which  ex-  root  ad  libitum, 

isted  yesterday  have  spread  into  each         Friday  morning.-— Much  tlie  same  ts 
other,  and   the  whole  limb   has    now  to    general    symptoms;    complains  of 
assumed  a  dark  leaden  hue.    The  femo-  severe  pain  in  the  limb.      Bowels  have 
ral  artery   cannot  be   felt.      Constant  again  acted;  the  fsscea  natural  in  co- 
thirst  ;  tongue  thickly  coated.  No  head^  lour  and  consistence.    Yeast  poultices, 
ache  or  vertigo ;  pulse  somewhat  less-         Sight,  p.m. — The  thigh  consideiablj 
ened  as  to  rapidity,  but  irregular  as  be-  enlarged,  without  annr  other  aymptoms 
fore ;  complains  of  frequent  pains  dart-  of  inflammation.     There  is  no  vesica- 
ing  from  her  foot  to  her  thigh.     Dr.  tion  of  cuticle ;  pulse  as  before,  very 
Brabant  saw  the  patient  this  moniing,  irregular.     The  abdomen  ia  distended 
with   Dr.   Seagrim   and    myself.      He  with  flatus.  I 
was  also  stnick  with  the  siugularity  of                         01.  Ricini,  ^ss. 
the  case,  and  declared  his  inability  to         ls  s.  ^         n                'n.* 
assign  any  csuse  for  the  want  of  circu-  ,      u       I'^u'       '  t:?T-    "  ^"^1^ 
lation  in  that  limb.      He  examined  the  ,¥'  bowels  have  acted  twice ;  eoustrto. 
hesrt  with  the  stethoscope,  and  remark-  ^J^"*^    irntaUon    diminished;     pake 
ed  upon  its  rapid  and  unusual  action,  firmer,  but  irregular.     Tongue  cleaner, 
butcould  not  say  whether  it  was  prima,  and  tolerably  moist.    Gangrene  not  ex. 
rily  on  secondarily  aflected.  tended. 

*ren,  p.m.— The  patient  lies  in  the        ^  Sulph.  Qninas,  m.  xxiv.j  Mudlif; 
same  sUte;    she  is  composed  in  her  J-  «•  Di^d.  in  pfl.  xii. ;  cap.  1.  omni 

mind,  and  does  not  complain  of  much  ^^       *?*  ^       ^     ^ 

pain.     Bowels  not  open  ;  pulse  rather  ^»"*  *"^  •^^  ^^  continncd. 

aofter.    On  the  anterior  part  of  the  thigh         Sight,  p.m.— Continues  better;  hn 

abe  compUim  of  severe  pain  wUeu  uue  bowcb  acted  after  each  pilL    A  wt^ 
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employed,  not  onco,  but  repeatedly,  in  the  choice  as  to  their  temperature.  We  hid 
commencement  of  the  disease.  Almost  two  examples  of  this  in  the  ferer  ward 
all  caseo,  in  which  calomel  and  colocynth,  during  the  past  week.  One  patient  with 
or  aloes,  followed  by  black  draught,  ha?e  a  moist  tongue  was  incessantly  calliiw  for 
been  liberally  used  in  the  commencement,  drink,  while  another  man,  who  bad  his 
become  tympanitic,  freqnently  at  a  very  tongue  almost  perfectly  dry,  exhibited  a 
early  period.  The  same  mischief,  but  in  tcit  remarkable  indifference  to  fluids, 
a  less  degree,  is  apt  to  occur  where  a  There  is  one  curious  circnmstance  eoa- 
system  of  strict  abstinence  has  been  en-  nected  with  the  sensation  of  thirst  in  in- 
forced,  and  continued  undcfiatingly  for  a  flammatory  diseases,  which  deserret  attcs- 
considerable  length  of  time.  Want  of  food,  tion.  I  lately  attended  a  fatal  case  of 
even  in  the  healthy  state  of  the  system,  is  metritis  after  delirery,  in  <»n8nltatioB 
apt  to  produce  flatulence,  weakness,  and  with  Mr.  Hayden  and  Dr.  Ireland.  These 
distenti<m  of  stomach,  and  in  many  in.  gentlemen  pointed  out  to  me  the  fingnlar 
stances  gives  rise  to  very  serious  forms  of  fact,  that  the  patient's  thirst  was  instantiy 
gastrointestinal  irritation.  The  ditte  ah"  increased  to  an  intolerable  denee,  1^ 
solue  is  very  apt  to  produce  the  same  effect  pressure  applied  to  the  womb.  I  merdy 
in  fever.  Even  the  abuse  of  drinks  of  the  notice  the  fact  here  as  being  eatiemely 
simplest  and  most  innocent  description,  is  curious,  leaving  the  explanation  of  it  ta 
apt  to  produce  flatulence,  distension,  and  those  who  are  more  conversant  with  toA 
a  tendency   to   tympanites.     Hence  the  investigations. 

value  of  the  ruleVhieh  I  laid  down  in  a  Having  said  so  much  of  food  and  drink 
former  lecture,  viz.  to  allow  the  patient  in  fever,  I  come  now  to  speak  of  cxterail 
only  small  portions  at  a  time,  and  to  and  internal  remedies,  and  first  of  blistefSi 
order  him  to  swallow  them  slowly.  The  Blisters  are  employed  in  a  variety  of  dis- 
abuse of  the  ordinary  drinks^  as  common  eases,  but  are  followed  by  very  diflSmat 
water,  whcv,  barley-water,  soda  and  Sclzer  physiological  effects,  and  capable  of  mm* 
waters,  and  effervescing  draughts,  is  a  fre-  ing  very  different  purposes,  according  fa 

?[ucnt  source  of  tympanitic  swelling  in  their  mode  of  application.      In  fever  tMy 

ever.    In  this  hospital  we  seldom   pre-  are  generally  employed  either  as  stina- 

scribe    effervescing  draughts,  and    never  lants,  or  as  evacuants  and  derivatives.  As 

give    them  in  the    ad    libitum   quantity  stimulants,  they  may  be  used  with  the  ii- 

which  some  persons  recommend.      Thirst  tention  of  rousing  Uie  depressed  enerjj^ 

can  be  sufficiently  assuaged  by  the  use  of  the  system  in  general,  by  their  aetisa 

of  whey,  or  common  water,  acidulated  on  the  nervous  ana  circulating  system^  v 

with   currant  jelly  or  raspberry  vinegar,  of  stimulating  the    torpid  functioDS  if 

given  in  small  portions,  and  at  certain  some  particular  part    or  organ.     With 

intervals.    Sometimes  you    will  succeed  this  object    in  view,  they    are    applifd 

effectually  in  controlling  feverish  thirst  as    flying    blisters  —  that    is    to     say, 

by  the  use  of  a  very  light  infusion  of  cas-  for  a  space  of  time  not  exceeding  two  or 

carilln,  acidulated  with  a  small  quantity  three  hours,  and  solely  with  the  inte&tioa 

of  muriatic  acid.    I  have  seen  this  em-  of  producing  a  stimulant  effect.   Yoabatt 

ployed  with  success  by  Mr.  Kirby,  and  I  seen  some  cases  of  fever  in  onr  wards,  ia 

have  often  prescribed  it  myself  with  the  which  the  powers  of  life  were  greatly  d^ 

best  effects.    Very  often  you  will  find  that  pressed,  the  extremities  cool,  the  action  of 

a  small   quantity  of   some  light  bitter,  the  heart  feeble,  the  pulse  weak,  leqdim* 

slightly  acidulated,  will  appease  the  mor.  tion  short  and  imperfectly  performed^  aid 

bid  thirst  of  fever  more  effectually,  and  a  tendency  to  faintness  and  sinking;  aad 

for  a    much  longer  period,    than    large  you  have  observed  that  in  such  cases  wf 

draughts  of  water,  or  any  of  the  fluids  derived  great  benefit  from  the  applicatka 

usually  employed  for  the  same   purj)Ose.  of  flying  blisters  over  the  region  of  iht 

You  should  always  bear  in  mind,  that  heart,  the  epigastrium,  chest,  andiasidt 

thirst  in  fever  does  not  exclusively  depend  of  the  legs  and  thighs.    We  applied  ov 

on  a  drv  or  parched  state  of  the  mouth  or  blisters  in  these  situations,  left  them  on 

fauces,  but  lies  much  deeper  in  the  system,  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  then  leinofoi 

and  has  its  origin  in  some  peculiar  de-  tliem ;  and  you  have  seen  them,  when  €■• 

rangement  of  the  nerves,  most  probably  of  ployed  in  tliis  way,  succeed  in  rousing  thi 

those  belonging  to  the  ganglionic  system,  vital  energies,  the  depressed  action  of  the 

In  going  through  a  fever  ward,  you  will  heart  and  capillary  system,  and  the  flsf* 

meet  with  numerous  illustrations  of  the  ging  state  of  the  respiratory  function,  is 

truth  of  this  position ;  for  you  will   find  shewn   by  the  increased  streng^  of  thi 

one  man  with  a  moist  tongue  and  fauces,  pulse,  the  more  general  diffusion  of  beat, 

and  yet  labouring  under  insatiable  thirst,  and  the  renewed  play  of  the  various  faae* 

inhile    you    will    observe    another    with  tions. 

parched  tongue  and  throat,  and  yet  with-  lu  such  ca^cs,  where  the  stimulant  ef* 

out  any  desire  whatever  for  fluids,  or  any  feet  alone  is  required,  it  would  be  wronf 
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the  blisters  on  longer  than  two  or  to  the  part,  produced  by  the  action  of  the 

urs;  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  if  heart. 

Fc  merely  rubefacient,  oTt  at  most,  Dr.  Houston,  in  a  Tery  important  paper 

■o  slightly  as  to  give  to  the  blis.  on  the  circulation  in  a  monstrous  foetus, 

'face  the  appearance  of  a  miliary  without  bead  or  brain,  published  in  the 

.    Here  you  have  all  the  stimulant  last  number  of  the  Dublin  Medical  Jour- 

f  blistering,  but  not  followed  by  nal,  has  proved  almost  to  a  demonstration, 

tilitating  consequences.    You  are  that,  in  the  case  referred  to,  the  drcula- 

at  blisters  applied  in  the  ordinary  tion  in  the  placenta  could  not  be  carried 

re    a    twofold    effect ;    they  first  on,  unless  by  the  vital  attractifc  power  of 

id  then  depress ;  acting  primarily  the  capillaries.    It  is  owing  to  this  power 

lants,  and  secondarily  as  evacu-  that  vascular  tumors  bleed  so  profusely 

hey  first  act  as  stimulants,  pro-  when  wounded  or  scratched;  and  yet,  if 

pain,    heat,  and  redness  of  the  you  cut  through  the  arteiy  which  supplies 

ler  a  few  hours  these  symptoms  them,  there  will  not  be  any  considerable 

,  and  are  followed  by  an  effusion  haamorrhage.  When  yon  divide  the  artery, 

1— in  fact,  a  quantity  of  white  the  capillaries  cease  to  draw  blood  to  the 

abstracted  from  the  cutaneous  ca-  part,  and  the  hsBmorrhage  Is  slight ;  but  if 

and  in  this  way  an  evacuation  is  you  wound  the  tumor  itself,  the  blood  ia 

I,  calculated  to  diminish  any  ac-  attracted  to  the  part  as  fast  as  it  drains 

congestion  in  neighbouring  parts,  off,    and  a  profuse    haemorrhage  is  the 

>illaries,  by  means  of  their  in-  result, 

action,  draw  a  quantity  of  white  You  should  also  bear  in  mind,   that 

the  part ;  and  in  saying  this,  I  there  are  many  animals  which  are  without 

im  only  using  a  perfectly  physio-  a  heart,  and  yet  in  which  the  functions  of 

zpression ;  for  the  quantity  of  cir-  the  circulation  are  adequately  performed, 

fluid  in  any  part  of  the  body  must  We  have  numerous  instances  of  human 

m  the  vital  action  of  the  capillary  monsters  bom  withoutany  trace  of  aheart, 

f  that  part.    It  is  to  the  peculiar  and  yet  well  nourished  and  developed, 

the  capillary  vessels  that  thequan-  In  caises  of  this  description  how  is  the  cir. 

ilood  in  any  part  is  to  be  referred,  culation  carried  on,  or  by  what  power  is 

to  the  force  or  frequency  of  the  the  blood  impelled  through  the  vessels? 
etion.  It  is  by  means  of  changes  I  do  not  see  what  cause  we  can  refer  it  to, 
I  in  them  that' the  phenomena  of  except  the  vital  agency  and  attractive 
ongestion  and  inflammation  are  power  of  the  capillary  system.  I  mention 
1:  the  capillaries  of  the  affected  these  facts  because,  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
irge,  increase  in  number,  and  mul-  flammatoiy  and  febrile  affections,  it  is 
id  those  which  were  invisible  be-  important  that  you  should  have  correct 
ible.  These  phenomena  have  been  physiological  views,  and  that  you  should 
ttributed  by  Hastings  and  others  bear  in  mind,  that  each  part  and  organ  of 
ity  and  impaired  action  of  the  the  body  may  have  its  vital  action  de- 
es, ranged,  or,  in  other  words,  may  become 
gement  or  distension  of  the  capil-  congested  and  inflamed,  independently  of 
lels,  whether  the  result  of  active  the  action  of  the  heart  or  the  general  cir* 
igestion  or  inflammation,  is  quite  culation. 

nt  process,  and  bears  a  very  close  Blisters,  then,  produce  first  Increased 

to  the  enlargement  of  the  anasto-  action  of  a  part,  and  then  act  as  evacuants. 

arteries  of  a  limb  in  which  the  They  also  stimulate  the  system  generally ; 

1  vessel  has  been  tied.    The  afilux  hut  if  left  on  until  full  vesication  is  pro- 

1,  and  the  vascular  distension,  are  duced,  they  act  as  evacuants  and  deple- 

^onsequences  of  debility  or  of  re-  tives,  and  lower  the  general  tone  of  the 

,  but  of  an  actual  increase  of  vital  economy.    I  have  frequently  observed  this 

In  the  enlargement  of  the  anas-  succession  of  events  in  chronic  cases,  in 

I  arteries  which   takes  place  in  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  blister 

collateral  circulation,  the  increase  repeatedly  during  the  course  of  the  dis- 

8  not  confined  to  the  arteries  con-  ease.    The  patients  generally  told  me  that 

rith  the  main  trunk ;  it  commences  they  felt  better  and  lighter  on  the  day  on 

iconsly  in  the  more  distant  set  of  which  the  blister  was  applied,  but  on  the 

I,  beginning  in  the  smaller  ones,  next  day  they  usually  felt  weaker    and 

m    gradually    extending   to    the  more  depressed ;  and  ihii  state  sometimes 

This  is  a  proof  that  the  enlarge-  lasted  more  than  a  single  day.    You  may 

the  vessels  depends  solely  on  a  therefore  apply  blisters  as  excitants  and 

ion  inherent  In  themselves,  and  is  stimulants,  or  you  may  employ  them  as 

iiesult  of  a  mere  passive  distension,  cvaouants  and  depletives ;  yet  there  are 

increased  determination  of  blood  many  persons  who  seem  to  forget  this  dis- 


730                   PROFESSOR  GRATES*  CUNICAL  LECTURES. 

tinclion.    If  in  a  case  of  inflammation,  ha?e  treated  of  late.    Efeiy  wriler  vffl 

occurring  in  a  low  state  of  the  system,  yon  tell  yon  that  when  the  Mtient*!  hm  k 

propose  to  apply  a    certain  number  of  flushed,  his  eres  yaffasea,  and  whta  hi 

leeches  over  the  inflamed  organ,  they  say  complains  of  headache  and  intoleruetsf 

no;  but  they  have  no  hesitation  in  apply,  light,  you  should  leech  and   blister  kii 

ing  a  large  blister,  leaving  it  on  until  it  head,  give  him  pumUives,  tartar  eacti^ 

produces  full  vesication,  and  thus  abstract-  James's  powder,  anof  the  medidnct  eikt* 

ing  a  considerable  portion  of  white  blood  lated  to  bring  down  cerebral  excite— at; 

from  the  system.  but  a  careful  and  observant  paaeCiti«Mr 

You  will  not  expect  me  to  lay  down  will  anticipate  all  these  symptoms,  iL 

any  general  rules  for  the  use  and  applica-  though  there  is  as  yet  no  particolar  flub- 

tion  of  blistering  in  fevers  ;  you  will  find  ing  of  the  face,  headache,  or  suffBaoa  if 

all  these  matters  sufficiently  explained  in  the  eyes;  and  though  the  patient  it  sHU 

your  books  and  manuals.    I  am  not  giving  quite  rational,  he  will  reeoniise  thriatsa> 

any  thing  like  a  regpilar  outline  of  the  ing  disease  of  the  brain  long  before  it 

treatment  of  fever;  in  fact  I  pass,  per  »/.  commences,  and  take  proper  steps  topia- 

tum,  from  one  point  to  another,  without  vent  its  explosion.    Watch  the  faaedoM 

any  attention  to  order  or  method.    You  of  the  brain  attentively,  and  thej  will  ia- 

•can  read  methodioid  treatises,  and  then  form  vou,  in  almost  every  caie,  of  the  i^ 

compare  them  with  such  detached  obser-  proach  of  cerebral  symptoms.    You  wiU 

vatioos  as  I  shall  make.    And  here  allow  find  in  patients  who  are  about  to  haft 

me  to  make  some  detached  observations  on  cerebral  symptoms,  a  degree  of  restks 

that  peculiar  state  of  the  brain  which  we  anxiety,  and  a  higher  degree  of  caogj, 

most  commonly  observe   in  the  middle  than  accords  with-  their  oonditioa;  uai 

stage  of  typhus,  and  in  which  blisters  they  either  do  not  sleep  at  all^  or  thsir 

form  one  of  our  most  efficient,  and  in  sleep  is  broken  by  startings  and  inephs 

some  instances  our  only  mode  of  relief,  rent  expressiona    When  you  speak  ts  a 

In  many  of  the  cases  of  typhus  which  person  in  this  state,  he  anhwers  in  a  p«> 

come  under  our  observation  in  hospital,  lectly  rational  manner;  he  will  tell  yes 

we  frequently  meet  with  a  train  of  symp-  that  he  has  little  or  no  headaehs;  sad 

tnms  strongly  calculated  to  perplex  and  were  you  to  be  led  aa'ay  bv  a  hasty  review 

puzzle,  anof  which  should  seldom  exist  in  of  his  symptoms,  you  would  be  very  Ukdy 

fever  regularly  treated ;  these  are  chiefly  to  overlook  the  state  of  Uie  brain.    If  yes 

cases  which  are  admitted  in  the  middle  or  inquire    closely,  yon  will  find  that    hi 

latter  stage  of  the  disease,  and  at  a  period  scarcely  ever  sleeps,  or  even  doses    thif  hi 

when  the  patient's  state  of  intellect  is  such  is  irritable,  excitable,  frequently  inco^ 

as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  obtaining  any  rent,  and  muttering  to  himself.    Under 

satisfactory  information  firom  a  personal  inch  circumstances,  althongh  there  is  as 

examination.  remarkable  heat  of  scalp,  suffusion  of  the 

A  man  in  the  lowest  class  of  life,  and  eye,  or  headache,  I  am  frequently  led  to 
at  a  distance  from  medical  aid,  is  at-  suspect  the  supervention  of  cerebral  snap- 
tacked  with  fever;  for  the  first  eight  or  toms,  particularly  about  the  ninu  sr 
tf  n  days  he  is  either  improperly  treated  or  tenth  day  of  the  fever  (for  it  is  gensrdly 
altogether  neglected,  and  in  this  state  about  this  period  that  cerebral  syvptoas 
symptoms  arise  and  superinduce  others,  begin  to  manifest  themselves);  and  when* 
giving  rise  to  the  most  unfavourable  com-  ever  I  observe  these  premonitory  indiea* 
plications,  and  rendering  the  cure  difficult,  tions,  I  never  hesitate  in  taking  proper 
if  not  impossible.  Now  of  all  the  symp-  measures  to  anticipate  the  eviL  I  iiait 
toms  which  occur  in  cases  of  fever,  where  diatcly  order  the  hair  to  be  shaved  off,  and 
the  state  of  the  principal  organs  has  been  blister  the  whole  scalp.  Thus,  at  the  pe* 
neglected,  there  are  none  more  formidable,  riod  when  disease  of  the  brain  wovld 
or  more  fatal,  than  the  cerebral ;  nor  is  most  probably  have  set  in,  I  have  the 
there  any  local  affection  in  fever,  in  which  whole  external  surface  of  the  head  poar 
the  value  of  prevention  is  so  unequivocal  ing  out  serum,  or  even  suppurating:  and 
and  decided.  What  I  wish  to  impress  when  by  this  treatment  I  have  opposed  a 
upon  you  is,  that  you  should  always  anti*  barrier  to  the  ftirUier  progress  of  the  die* 
cipate  the  cerebnd  symptoms  in  fever,  ease,  the  exhibition  of  a  little  tartsr  eBS> 
Never  allow  the  cerebial  symptoms  to  ex-  tic  will  soon  remove  every  trace  of  it.  hn 
plodc— watch  the  first  scintillsB  of  cerebral  laying  down  this  plan  of  treatment,  I  have 
excitement— repress  the  commencing  mis-  supposed  that  the  patient  has  been  pro* 
chief,  and  do  not  allow  your  patient  to  be  perly  treated  from  the  beginning,  and  that 
overtaken  by  formidable  inflammation  of  the  earlier  symptoms  of  inflammatory  ex* 
the  brain.  Thi»  is  one  of  the  points  in  citcment  have  been  combated  by  blcediog^ 
which  I  have  changed  my  practic\  I  leeching,  and  other  appropriate  depletory 
never  allow  cerebral  symptoms  to  become  measures, 
established  in  any  of  the  cases  which  I  There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  an  opposite 
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itmte  of  the  pfttlent,  i^hich  in  like  manner  davs    before     their   actual     occnrrence. 

■forms  me  toat  danger  to  the  brain  is  at  W)ien,  in  cases  of  typhus,  yon  find  the  pa- 

land.    In  this  case,  the  patient  is  almost  tient's    breathing  permanently  Irreguwr, 

sontinnally  sleeping.    When  yon  enter  his  nod    interrupted  by  frequent  sighing  — 

chamber  in  the  morning,  and  ask  how  he  when  it  goes  on  for  one  or  two  minutes  at 

loes,  his  attendant  generally  tells  you  that  one  rate,  and  then  for  a  quarter  or  half  a 

le  has  passed  the  night  most  faronrably,  minuie  at  another  rate,  you  may  rely  upon 

ind  that  he  has  slept  without  almost  ever  it  that  sooner  or  later  an  affection  of  the 

iraking  since  your  fisit  on  the  preceding  brain  will  make  its  appearance.    You  will 

iftemoon.    If  he  awakens  to  take  drink,  frequently    observe    the    same    kind   of 

le  quickly  drops  asleep' again,  and  when  breathing  preceding  attacks  of  apoplexy 

foo  arouse  him  he  looks  rather  hea?y ;  and  paralysis,  and  indeed  it  was  the  oo- 

ihere  is  some  slight  effusion  of  the  tunica  currence  of  this  symptom,  in  these  and 

idnata,  and  some  appreciable  congestion  other  cases  in  which  the  functions  of  the 

ibout  the  external  parts  of  the  face  and  brain  were  deranged,  that  first  drew  my 

bead.    Persons  in  this  state,  though  appa-  attention  to  this  kind  of  breathing.    The 

neatly  doing  well,  and  e?en  where  they  first  time  it  engaged  my  attention  was  in 

liaYe  been  properly  treated  in  the  begin,  a  remarkable  case  of  an  apoplectic  nature, 

ding,  about  the  ninth  or  tenth  day  begin  which  I  sat  up  a  whole  nigfht  to  watch.  On 

to  ra?e,  and  exhibit  undoubted  proofs  of  recollection,  I  found  that  I  had  frequently 

Dongeetion  and  excitement  of  tne  brain,  observed  an  analogous  state  of  the  respira- 

Naw,  in  all  cases  of  this  description  be  on  tory  function  in  fe?er,  on  se?eral  ocasions, 

yoor  guard,  ttnd  do  not  allow  symptoms  of  altnough  its  connexion  with  excitement  of 

dangerous  import  to  steal  on  you.    Here  the  brain  had  not  struck  me  before.    I 

yaa  will  derive  great  benefit  from  the  use  speak  here  of  irregularity  of  breathing,  in- 

ot  blisters.    I  was  lately  called  to  a  very  dependent  of  any  pectoral  affection.    But 

nmarkable  case  of  this  kind,  at  some  dis-  when  the  patient  breathes  in  a  permanently 

tance   from  Dublin.      The  natient  slept  irregular  manner,  at  one  time  at  a  certain 

almost  constantly,  and  complained  of  no  rate,  and  at  another  at  a  different  rate,-~ 

headache  or  heat  of  scalp.    From  an  at-  when  his  respiration    is  suspicious  and 

ten  tire  examination  of  the  case,  however,  heaving,  without  any  disease  of  the  chest  or 

I  was  led  to  predict  the  approach  of  cere-  great    debility,  —  you    will    have    some 

bral  symptoms.    Observe,  this  was  a  case  nounds  to  suspect  the  existence  of  eere- 

of  spotted  fever  |  and  in  this  form  of  fever  bral  derangement.    I  am  in  the  habit  of 

you  oan  predict  Uie  occurrence  of  such  calling  this  kind  of  breathing  cerebral  re- 

trmptoms  with  a  greater  degree  of  confi-  spiration,  because  mjr  experience  has  told 

jenoe.    The  patient's  pulse  was  96,  his  me  that  it  is  almost  invariably  connected 

tongue  presenting  nothing  worthy  of  ip-  with   oppression  and  conffestion  of  the 

mark,  his  behavionr  and  speech  rational,  brain.    To  recapitulate :— When  you  find 

and  his  sleep  almost  constant.    Recollect-  a  patient  in  fever  lying  constantly  awake, 

ini^,  however,  the  period  of  the  fever,  and  or  when,  on  the  contrary,  vou  find  him 

observing  carefully  the  condition  of  the  continually  slumbering, — when  thero  is  a 

cerebral  functions,  I  had  his  head  shaved  certain  quickness  of  manner  and  irrita- 

and  blistered.     Notwithstanding  this  pre-  bilitv, — and  when  the  cerebral  respiration 

caation,  his  cerebral  sjrmptoms  had  pro-  has  been  noticed  for  some  time,  without 

cooded  so  fkr  that  he  subsequently  got  a  any  concurrent  debility  or  pulmonary  dis- 

aUgfat  attack  of  paralysis  of  the  face  and  ease, — under  such  cireumstanees,you  may, 

tODgne,  accompanied  by  a  fixed  state  of  the  in  cases  of  maculated  typhus,  predict  the- 

Sapils,  which  would  neither  contract  nor  approach  of  cerebral  symptoms;  and  the 

ilate.    After  having  blistered  his  head  period  about  which  they  generally  mani- 

estenslvely,  I  gave  him  the  tartar  emetic  rest  themselves,  is  the  eighth,  ninth,  or 

aolation,  to  the  amount  of  one-eighth. of  a  tenth  day.    Now,  in  cases  of  this  descrip. 

gvatn  every  second  hour.    These  measures  tion,— if'^you  have  previously  nsed  leeches 

were  onmpletely  successful  in  removing  the  and  antiphlogistics  to  a  sufficient  extent,-* 

oarebral  symptoms,  and  I  have  no  doubt  your  best  plan  will  be  to  shave  and  blister 

that  the  active  precautions  which  had  been  the  whole  scalp.    Dr.  Little,  of  Bellhst, 

taken  were  the  means  of  saving  his  life.  and  Mr.  Kirby,  of  this  city,  have  fkUen 

Now  there  is  one  symptom  connected  into  the  same  train  of  ideas,  and  employ 

with  cerebral  excitement  in  fever  which  is  blisten  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  dis- 

well  worthy  of  your  notice,  as  its  existence  ease,  with  the  view  of  combating  cerebral 

Sa  often  sufficient  of  itself  to  give  timely  excitement  In  a  recent  instance,  in  private 

intimation  of  the  approach  of  irritation  or  practice,  I  think  I  saved  the  life  of  a  young 

inflammation  of  the  brain.    This  is,  the  mitleman  in  Harcourt-Street  by  extensive 

■tale    of  the  respiratory    function.      In  blistering  of  the  scalp  on  the  fourth  day  of 

Ibver,  the  breathing  will  often  announce  fever.    We  were  not  aiscustomed  to  blister 

tbe  approach  of  cerebral  symptoms  for  at  this  early  period  of  fever.     Fotm«tVs  Sx 
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15th. — Patient  called  to  inform  me  tion/and  the  greater  number  witbiB  tk 

that  the  wound  was  quite  healed.     I  earlier  weeks. 

examined  the  part,  and  found  the  cica-  "  All  the  examples  of  OYarian  g«stt- 

trix   firm   and  complete.     Patient  oh-  tion  terminated  fatally,  and  the  gnakt 

serves  that  she  sleeps  well ;    that  her  number  at  an  early  period.     Doe  hd 

appetite  is  ffood ;    that*  her  catamenia  arrired  at  the  fourth  month,  wad  aao- 

rccur  with  reg^ularity  and  without  pain ;  ther,  that  of  Forrestiera,  at  the  sixth  or 

that  she  is  as  stout  and  strongs  as  before  seventh  month  of  gpestation." 

becoming  pre^ant ;  and,-in  short,  that  Tubal  pre^ancy  is  commonly  fiilil 

she  never  was    in    a    better    state  of  from  about  the  sixth  week  to  the  thiri 

health.  month,  the  tube  giving^  way  by  oleen- 

Nov.  16th. — I  saw  her  yesterday ;  she  tion,  and  the  patient  dytnf^  from  hnmr 

continues  in    the  enjoyment    of  good  rha^e  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.   **  Tbe 

health.  subjects    of  about    one«foartn    of  ibe 

X,         ,  whole  number,*'  according^  to  Dr.  Divis, 

Remarks,  u  gu^rived  the  full  period  of  gestatton." 

By  extra-uterine  pregnancy  is  meant  '^  Amount  the  results  of  eases  ondfr 
the  development  of  the  foetus  out  of  the  the  last  division  of  extra-uterine  coo- 
cavity  of  the  uterus.  At  the  period  of  ception,  viz.  that  of  uncertain  kicaKtjr, 
impregnation,  the  ovum,  instead  of  be-  we  have  happily  many  examples  of  le- 
ing  transferred  to  the  uterus,  according  covery  after  years  of^varioas  aflUctios 
to  the  natural  process  of  gestation,  is  from  the  presence  of  extra-uterine  cysli 
either  detained  in  the  ovarium,  or,  at  its  within  the  peritoneal  cavity." 
expulsion  from  the  ovarium,  escapes  into.  From  the  nature  of  the  iioid  dii- 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  where  it  charged  on  tapping,  which  was  of  a 
lodges ;  or,  on  leaving  the  ovarium,  is  chocolate  colour,  thickish,  and  similar 
detained,  in  transitu,  by  the  fallopian  to  the  fluid  met  with  in  some  diseasesof 
tube.  These  constitute  the  three  dif-  the  ovarium,  I  was  at  first  induced  to 
ferent  species  of  extra-uterine  preg.  consider  this  a  case  of  ovarian  gestation; 
nancy  which  are  generally  enumerated  but'on  more  mature  deliberation,  and  for 
by  writers;  the  first  of  which  is  termed  the  following  reasons,  I  am  at  preanit 
ovarian^  the  second  ventral,  and  the  inclined  to  place  it  under  the  head  of 
third  tHbal,  Dr.  Ramsbotham  mentions  ventral  gestation, 
the  existence  of  a  fourth  species,  which  1st.  We  know  that  of  the  irecordcd 
he  terms  utero-tuhaly  where  the  foetus  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  wbicb 
lodges  in  the  uterine  portion  of  the  fal-  have  attained  the  full  period  of  develop- 
lopian  tube.  ment,  the  greater  number  belong  to  toe 

Burns,  in  his  Principles  of  Midwifery,  class  of  ventral  ^^tation. 
observes,  that  *'  of  all  the  species  of  2d.  The  locality  of  the  foetus  in  the 
extra-uterine  pregnancy,  the  tubal  is  present  instance  was  very  hiffh  op  io 
the  roost  frequent,  and  the  ventral  the  the  abdomen,  and  from  its  lying  trans- 
most  rare."  Dr.  Davis,  in  his  work  on  verscly,  with  the  head  to  the  left  side, 
Operative  Midwifery,  has  entered  large-  we  might  naturally  suppose,  if  it  bad 
\y  into  the  subject,  and  refers  to  about  belonged  to  the  ovarian  division,  that  it 
ninety  recorded  cases  of  extra-uterine  would,  during  its  development,  have 
pregnancy,  in  which  list  the  uroportion'  been  more  likely  to  have  been  situated 
of  the  several  kinds  are  as  follows :—  lower  down,  towards,  and  perhaps  occa- 

Veiitral 9  PjingT  some  portion  of,  the  pelvis. 

Ovarian                                         16  ***^  ^**  ^      circumacnbed, 

»f  ^1^  I AQ  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  from  tbe 

Of  pregn'ancies*  eitri- uterine",  7  ^  ?"«^^  being  passed  into  and  moved  ofer 

but  of  uncertain  locality.    \\^  ^^  ^u''\^'''^^''\u        ^                r.l- 

*'         ^  4th.  During  tbe  performance  of  tbe 

*'  All  the  eases  of  ventral  gestation,  operation,  nothing  out  the  abdoninal 

which  are  not  namerous,  and  of  tbe  ex-  parieles     and    tne     foetal    sac    were 

istence  of  which,  as  a  special  variety  of  divided. 

extra-uterine  pregnancy,  some  wnters  The  assigned  causes  of  extra-uterine 

have  expressed  great  doubts,  have,  w  tation  seem  altoffether  hypothetical ; 

out  a  single  exception,  terminate  a  state  of  things  as  might  give 

tally  within  the  perif                -^  |  Uie  occurrence  is  very   readil/ 
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conceiFable,  when  we  consider  the  mi-  Sec,  Sec. :  some  of  the  rabbits  in  each  of 

Duteness  and  consistence  of  the  germ,  these  experiments  completely  recovered, 

the  smallness  of  the  tube  through  which  Dr.  B.  infers,  I  think  lairly,  from 

U  ought  to  pass,  and  the  complex  nature  these  experiments,  that  larffe  apertures 

of  the  gestatife  apparatus;  and  surprise  into  the  peritoneal  sac  in  the  raobit  are 

Alight  naturally  be  excited  in  the  occur-  not  necessarily,  nor  perhaps  generally 

rence  of  so  few  cases  of  this  particular  productive  of  fatal  inflammation ;  that 

deriation  from  the  ordinary  course  of  the  kidney,  the  spleen,  and  a  large 

nature.    Imperviousness  of  the  fallo-  piece  of  the  bladder,  may  be  extirpated 

pian  tube,  produced  afler  imprecation,  without     necessarily    causing     aeath, 

uom   whaleyer   cause ;    adhesions  be-  though  death  under  the  first  operation 

tween  the  sides  of  the  tube  and  other  is  probable ;  and  that  success  in  the  ab- 

pftrts ;  malformation ;  fright  at  the  time  dominal  operations  on  the  rabbit  fur- 

ofeoiiception,&c.  are  mentioned  amongst  nishes  a  presumption  in  fayour  of  suc- 

tlie  probable  causes.  cess  in  similar  operations  on  the  Jiuman 

abdomen. 

Treatment,  I„    ^],g   treatment    of  extra-uterine 

The  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  pregnancies,  much  will  always  depend 

OB  record  in  which  recovery  has  been  upon  the  character  and  circumstances  of 

efieeied,  are  not  very  numerous.      This  each  case  ;  but  in  the  cases  which  have 

^ct  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  ex-  advanced  to  or  near  the  ninth  month  of 

Ireme  difficulty  of  forming  a  correct  gestation,  does  it  not  seem  probable 

diagnosis,  in  conjunction  with  the  com-  that  in  some  instances  much  suffering 

parative  variety  of  ^  these  cases  ;    the  and   danger  might  be  avoided  by    a 

htality  may  likewise  have  been    in-  jrrompt  and  early  recourse  to  an  openu 

ereased    by  the  prejudice  which    has  tion  for  the  removal  of  the  fostus  and 

hitherto  prettj^  generally  prevailed,  in  appendages,    where    the    diagnosis    is 

fi^^ard  of  making  incisions  into  the  peri-  sumcientiy  indicative  of  the  nature  of 

tooeal  cavity,  under  the  dread  of  in-  the    case?    and  does  not  that  opinion 

duciog  fatal  inflammation  of  this  mem-  seem  to  be  both  justified  and  strength- 

brmne— a  dread  which  has  perhaps  been  ened  on  referring  to  the  cases  of  ventral 

the  principal  stumbling  -  block  to  the  and  ovarian  gestation  detailed  by  Dr. 

advancement    of    abdominal    surgery,  Davis,  all  of  which,  being  left  to  nature, 

(especially  in   this  country)    notwith-  terminated  fatally? 

standing  the   vast  importance  of   the  We  know  that  in  cases  which  have 

•ubiect*.                                  -  arrived  at  the  ninth  month  of  gestation, 

That  the  assertion  in  reference  to  the  symptoms,  from  the  attempts  at  expul- 
expression  prejudice  is  well  founded,  sion,  as  in  natural  labour,  manifest 
will,  I  think,  be  amply  supported  b^  themselves  also  in  extra-uterine  preg- 
nktrring  to  the  experiments  and  opt-  nancy ;  a  little  blood  comes  away,  and 
nioDS  of  Dr.  Blundell,  embodied  in  bis  if  the  tunica  decidua  is  formed,  it  is  ex- 
work  entitled  **  Researches,  Phvsiolo^i-  pellcd  at  the  same.time^  would  not  this 
ed  and  Pathological,"  undertaken  with  occurrence  of  simulated  labour,  with  a 
•  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  sur-  close  attention  to  the  sudden  remission 
gerj  of  the  abdomen  in  the  human  of  symptoms,  conjoined  with  a  careful 
Sbid^.  examination  of  the  state  of  the  uterus, 
'  Dr.  B.  instituted  a  series  of  important  iead  to  the  presumption  of  a  correct 
and  valuable  experiments  on  rabbits ;  diagnosis  being  formed  in  the  generality 
amongst  these  tne  following  may  be  of  cases?  For  8U])port  of  the  latter 
Mentioned.  From  some  rabbits  he  re-  position,  I  must  again  refer  to  the  testi- 
Mored  the  left  kidney,  from  others  the  mony  of  Dr.  Blundell,  who  states, 
spleen;  in  some  he  punctured  the  fundus  '*  that  a  finger  or  two  may  be  inserted 
veaic»,  and  tied  the  aperture  with  a  into  the  uterus  at  this  time,  and  the  ab- 
ligature;  in  two  he  cut  off  at  least  one  sence  of  the  f<etHs  easily  ascerUined," 
quarter  of  the  bladder  at  the  fundus,  and  which  statement  is  well  borne  out 

by  the  following  interesting  case,  kindly 

"                                         ■     '  communicated  to  me  by  my  friend  Dr. 

•  VM^BoriM.  who  aUtM,  **  we  are  Jnttlfif d  in  Bhmdell. 

Itekl^Mt  degree  In  tmtttnr  to  the  poweia  of  *'*"»"'^"           •      .u            i      r        .^»..*.^ 

MiiH^ilnttetiMntotbck^oruien^^  A  woman  in  the  end  of  a  reputed 
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pregnancy  was  seized  with  symptoms  proof  sufficient,  that  the  risk  of  firtal 

of  an  incipient  parturition,  and  Dr.  B.  peritonitis  from  these  incisioiM  baa  bcca 

uas  called  in.     Ou  makiu^r  cxamina-  g-rcatly  exagfgerated,  mnd  that  it  oufk 

tion,  he  ^ave  it  as  bis  opinion  that  the  not  to  deter  us  from  abdominal  opcfa- 

M'omb  did  not  contain  a  foetus,  for  both  tions,  when   the   urgency   of  ibe 

the  fundus  and  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  seems  to  demand  them. 

could  be  felt,  and  the  bulk  of  tbeorf^n.  The  correctness  of  these  infi 

not  exceeding  that  of  two  months,  was  In-ing  granted,  as    founded    upon  the 

obriously  insuificient  for  the  purpose.  arguments  advanced  in  aapport  of  oar 

A  day  or  two  aAerwards,  violent  par-  views  relative  to  the  expediency  of  an 

turient  efforts  supervening,  Dr.  B.  was  operation  for  the  removal  of  toe  falai 

summoned  in  all  haste,  with  a  hurried  and  appendages  in  cases  of  extrv-vtmne 

intimation  that  the  child  would  probably  pregnancy  arrived  at  or  near  Ibe  HMk 

be  born  before  his  arrival.    Of  course  month    of    gestation,      the    inponaat 

this  intimation    was    accompanie<l   by  Question  as  to  the  period  moat  elifiUe 

a  smile  and  a  sneer.      On  reaching  the  tor  the  adoption  of  such  operation  pie- 

chamber,    Dr.    B.    found   the    patient  sents  itself  in   the  next  place  for  oar 

labouring     under     vehement     uterine  consideration. 

efforts ;  but  on  repeating  the  examina-  The  answer  in  this  question  |iraperlv 

tion,  the  os  uteri  being  open,  he  sue-  restricts  itself  to  two  periods:  tbefintclf 

ceedod,    without    difficulty,    in    iniro-  which  would  be  indicated  by  tbe  ayaqi- 

ducing  the  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand  toms  of  expulsion  becoming  manifertdar- 

into  its  cavity,  and  gently  depressing  ing  the  continuance,  or  immedialely  after 

the  whole  womb  by  the  action  of  the  the  subsidence,  of  these  a vmptoms ;  the 

right  hand  applied  externally  upon  the  second,  commencing  at  tke  terminalioB 

fundus,  he  was  enabled  to  touch  the  in-  of  the  first  ])eriod,  renders  tbe  time  of 

temni  purface  of  the  fundus  with   the  operation  less  definite,  and  altogabrf 

tip  of  the   finger  already  introduced,  circumstantial.     Let  ns  examine  wkai 

satisfying  himself  beyond  a  doubt  that  inducements  we  have  for  selecting  •■« 

no  fa*tus   was  there.      The  size  and  or  the  other  of  these  periods.     Now,  as 

situation   of  the   womb  being  in   this  to  the  first,  viz.  that  of  tbe  manifetla- 

mnnnrr  ascertained,  together  with   the  tion  of  the  expulsive  aympComa,  Ace   1 

absence  of  an  uterine  o\  uni,  the  abdo-  think  we  may  consider  tbe  advantages 

men  was  further  examined  externally,  derivable,  under  three  divisiona, 
when,  behind  the  uterus,  a  large  tumor 

of  the  size  of  a  nine  months'  impregna-  *•  ^A'  chance  of  preserving  ike  Urea  ef 

tion    could    be    clearly    distinguished.  both  mother  mnd  child ;  the  Uuer  *>/ 

Further  assistance  from  Dr.  B.  was  de-  ^hich  would  he  onl^possikfe  mi  ikit 

clined;   but  the   patient  dying  appa-  period,  while  thmt  oj  ike  fmrmer  wvnli 

rently  from  peritonitis,  a  fine  foetua  of  be  rendered  more  probmkU  mi  iha 

the  size  of  nine  months   was    found  '^^  <>'  «".V  $uh$eyuent  time. 

lodging  externally  to  the  uterus,  and  That  such  is  not  only  a  tenable  but  s 

with  its  cyst  forming  the  tumor.  justifiable  anticipation,' cannot,  1  tbiak. 

The  stethoscope  has  been  frequently  be  better  substantiated  than  by  lefctrinif 

and  successfully  used  in  the  detection  to  the  many  anahigous  cases  of  abMrac- 

of  natural  pregnancy ;  micfht  it  not  also  tion  of  thefcptus  by  the  Cccsaivan  stc- 

l>e  employed  to  assist  in  forming  a  cor-  tion,  which  have  been  performed  with  a 

rect  diagnosis  in  cases  of  extra-uterine  happy  result.    One  example  to  this  c^ 

gesution  ?  feet,   of  recent  occurrence,   wiQ,  it  ii 

As  to  the  danger  of  making  incisions  h(»ped,  serve  a«  an  ample  i]|ustfati«u  vf 

into  the  peritoneal  sac,  though  not  to  be  tbe  rationality  of  the  principle.    Thii 

undervalued,  yet  surelv  it  is  not  sufficient  case  is  recorded  in  Part  III.  of  ibe  Bri- 

to  set  aside  tbe  operatKin,  if  we  refer  to  tisb    and     Foreign    Medical    Revirv, 

the  many  successful  cases  of  the  Ceaa-  edited  by  Drs.  Forbes  and  ConoUv,  pp- 

rean  ope ratiim,  extirpation  of  tbe  womb,  71,  72,  73. 

of  the  ^pleen,  and  of  the  ovaries,  stran-  The  Cesarean  section  was  perfbrwd 

gulat<Ml  hcniia,  'Sec,  &c.,  as  well  as  to  three  several  limes  on  ibe  samr  iatli- 

l)r.  Blundeirs  Experimental  Enouiries,  vidual,  by  Dr.  Michaelis,  of  Kiel.    On 

before  alluded  to  ;  and  we  shall  have  tbe  first  operation  a  dead  falus  was  tx- 
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iracted;  under  the  two  latter  the  lives  such  au  unfayourable  eFcnt  as  ulcera- 

of  both  cbildreD  were  saved,  and    the  tioD  of  the  intestine  supervened,  accom- 

mother  recovered  and  did  well*.  panied   by  considerable    constitutional 

^    _,              ...                        ,  irritation;  yet  tbe  patient's  life  was  pre- 

55.  The  canMtttnUonal  powers  are  in  a  ggrved,  and  she  re;riined   her  wonted 

better  condition  for   suitaining    an  good  health  and  faculties. 

operation,  the  constitutional  trntatton  ^s  to  where  an  incision  ought  to  be 

being  Uss    and  least  to  be  dreaded  at  ^ade,  whether  through  the  abdominal 

this  period,  parietes  or  through  the  vagina,   must 

No  further  argument  need  be  adduced  depend  entirely  upon  the  locality  of  the 

to  support  this  position,  than  that  the  fcctus ;  but  in  the  majority  of  instances 

longer  the  case  is  protracted,  the  greater  the  former  situation  would  be  prefera- 

must  be  the  risk  of  constitutional  dis-  hie,  and  1  think  justly  so,  because,  in 

turbaace  and  consequent  debility,  and  ojperating  with  a  proper  degree  of  care, 

in  the  same  ratio  dangerous  to  tuc  mo-  the   free    peritoneal   cavity  might    be 

ther ;  and  this  would  surely  be  a  suffi-  avoided. 

cieni  inducement  to  operate  at  as  early  We  know  that  the  opposite  surfaces 
a  period  as  possible.  of  living  tissues,  more  particularly  those 
_                               1.    •        1  of  a  serous   character,   when   brought 
3.  Bjf  operating  at  snchtime  the  occ^ir^  i^^  ^^^^  contact  in  sUtes  of  inflamraa- 
rence  of  intestinal  ulceration  would  ^i^n,  are  apt  to  become  mutually  adhe- 
be  obviated,  a  result  not  unusual  as  a  ^ent ;   and   thus  it  is   in  exlra-uterinc 
€OMcomitant  of  protracted  gestation  pregnancy.     The  sac    conuining   the 
(extra^uierme.)       This      untoward  f^^^^^  occasions  some  degree  of  inflam- 
ev^t  happened  in  the  case  under  con-  „,ation  or  irritation,  which  has  the  ef- 
sideration.  feet  of  causing  lymph  to  be  thrown  out. 
That  this  circumstance  cannot  occur  and  producing,  in   tubal  and   ovarian 
for  some  time  after  the  death   of  the  cases,  adhesion  between  the  peritoneum 
child,  wiU,   I   think,   appear  evident,  covering  the  sac,  and  that  portion  of  it 
fihen   we  consider  the  process   which  which  is  reflected  over  the  abdominal 
nature  has  to  set  up  for  its  decomposi-  parietes;  and  by  the  termination  of  the 
lion  ;  and  from  analotry  we  can  readily  [ull  period  of  gestation,  the  union  he- 
conceive  such  a  condition  to  be  replete  tweeii   the   two  surfaces    is    generally 
with  the  roost  imminent  danger:  this  complete  to  the  extent  of  nearly   tlie 
risk,    by    operating   early,    would    be  anterior  half  of  the  sac.     But  in  ventral 
ayoidedT,    and    add     another    powerful  cases,  the   germ,  being  lodged   in  the 
anziliarv  to  the  chance  of  preserving  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  separates  the 
the  mother^s  life.  two  layers  of  the  peritoneum  as  far  as 
Thus  the  intention  would  be  to  en-  its  circumference,   where  they  become 
detTOur  by  an  operation,  as  near  the  united  by  means  of  lymph,  which  forms 
ninth   month   as  possible,  to  save  the  a  boundary,  and  assists  in  supporting 
lives  both  of  the  parent  and  her  off-  the  proper  membranes  of  the  placenta, 
aprtn^;  and  although  the  death  of  the  and   in  preventing  the  escape  of  the 
child  might  have  previously  taken  place,  contents  of  the  ovum  into  the  free  ca- 
atill  the  life  of  Uie  mother  would  be  vity  of  the  abdomen. 
brought  into  a  position  more  favourable  In  those  cases  where    adhesion  has 
for  recovery.  taken  place,  that  part  of  the  abdominal 
Let  us  now  consider  the  second  pe-  parietes  included  between  the  superior 
riod  for  operating,  viz.  that  conimenc-  and  inferior  boundaries  of  the  sac  need 
ing  shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  alone  be  divided ;  and  I  would  recom- 
expulsive  efforts,  and  which  renders  the  mend   that  an  incision  should  first  be 
lime  for  so  doing  less  determinable.  made,  large  enough  to  admit  the  finger, 
We  must  be  guided  by  the  urgency  at  that  part  where  fluctuation  could  be 
of  the  symptoms,  and  never  lose  sight  most  distinctly  felt,  for  the  purpose  of 
of  the  advantages  derivable  from   an  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  sac  ;  and 
operation,  in  even  protracted  cases,  as  that  the  aperture  be  enlarged  accord- 
proTcd  in  the  present  instance,  where  ingly. 

' Thus,  by  not  laying  open   the  free 

-  __               ,.    .  J*  „    #  .u.                .w  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  the  risk  (so 

*  Ftor  am  exrvHcnt  d^all  of  thia  case  tee  the  /  ,        i    ix  ■  /•          i      •         •    n         ^ 

joaiMlJastrvftfrredto.  much  dreaded)  of  producing  luflamma- 
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lion  of  that  membrane  bj  the  extrava-  answer  I  can,  or  Uihik  need  f^^  li 

sation  of  blood,  the  effusion  of  other  this  interrogaliTe,  is  bj  relcrm|t  It 

fluids,  or  the  lodgment  of  any  irritative  what  reallj  occnrred  in  the  ease  maim 

matter,  would   be   ^eatlj  diminished,  consideration,  where  not  onljr  the  plip 

and  the  objection  raised  by  Sabaticr,  in  centa,  but  likewise  the  child  itsdf,  wcit 

his  **  M^decine  Operatoire,"  as  to  the  placed  in  this  relmtion  to  theli^nif  sr« 

danger  of  extravasation  of  fluids,  &c.  ^anism,  since  both   had  been,  at  At 

into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  would  time  of  their  extraction,  dead  for  UMily 

under  such  circumstances  be  obviated.  Ave  months:  still  no  nntownid  event « 

1  have  been  asked  how  the  placenta  evil  consequences  resulted ;  nor  yet  SM 

could  be  removed  without  incurring  the  we  prepared  to  saj  how  far  the  amlau 

risk  of  great  hoemorrhagre,  there  l^ing  between  the  interior  of  the  tie  of  anfi* 

no  contractile  power,  as  in  the  uterus,  tra-uterine    imprefpiation    and  of  At 

to  close  the  mouths  of  the  vessels,  when  uterus  holds  good ;  but  T  think  we  Bay 

the  placenta  is  detached  from  the  cavity  conjecture,  from  the  results  ohaetved  ■ 

of  toe  sac  in  which  it  and  the  fcetus  are  these  two  instances,  that  their  phjns- 

contained  ?  logical  conditions  are  verr  difersaL 

I  should  here  express  my  belief  that  It  may  be  well   to  obaerve,in  db* 

the  death  of  the  fcetus  takes  place  at,  or  missinf^  this  case,  that  the  lecoiciy  sf 

ver^  soon  afler,  the  period  when  the  the  patient,  under  abdominal  njmj  n 

fruitless  efforts  at  expulsion  are  made;  great,  surely  gives  increased  atroiffthli 

so  that  the  fcetus  becomes  an  extraneous  tne  opinion  that  the  abdomen  wiD  bssr 

body,  devoid  of  vitality.     It  may  be  much,  and  that  an  abdominal  saifnT, 

J»resumed  that  the  placenta,  having  no  cautious,  yet  more  enlarged  than  iheiar* 

urther  functions  to  perform,  soon  loses  geons  of^^  the  preceding"  centorj  hste 

its  vitality  and  operates  as  an  extra-  ventured     to    exercise,    might  not  W 

neous  body  too,  and,  on  the  well-known  wholly  unattended  with  aocceas. 

1>rinciple  of  the  animal  economy,  in  ana-     

ogous  instances,  occasioning  closure  of  ^^— — — ^— — — 

^rfiri^^c^'fo'tS'loSS'  Sub'Th?  ANALy8E8«.NOTICESo,B00KS. 

dead;  and   this  state  of  things  would  — 

necessarily  preclude  the  danger  to  be  ML'Aatear  ••  tvc  4iiioo|«rc«q«cl»lMi«w« 

dreaded  from  the  occurrence  of  hssmor-  (■«  ^  •brAger.**— d*auimbbbt. 

rhage :  but,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  ^_ 
admitting  the  existence  of  a  vital  con- 


dition of  the  contents  of  the  sac,  after  ^**.^^*'  **/  •^?*"  Humter,  FUBj 

the  separation  of  the  child,  this  is  my  !£"*  J^otet.      Edited   bj  Jaubs  F. 

answer  :--I  would  not  extract  the  pla-  J'alsikr.    In  4  vols.  8to.  iUasnsifli 

centa  immediately,  but  would  leave  it  V^  *  volume  of  Platea,  in  4Co.  Vol  I. 

for  a  few  days ;  when  I  confidently  be-  Longman  and  Co. 

lieve  that  the  usual  process  of  separation  The  opening  of  the  new  CoDece  ^ 

would  be  set  up  by  nature  in  this  case.  Surgeons,    and    the    approachol   4e 

as  is  exhibited  in  the  removal  of  extra-  annual  oration  consecrated  to  the  toe 

neous  bodies  from  the  system,  or  of  parts  of  Hunter,  are  epochs  happtlv  eks«s 

that  have  become  mortified  ;  for,  as  be-  for  the  appearance  of  this  wm)c.    Iti^ 

fore  stated,  the  child  being  separated,  in  fact,  a  monument  to  the  geaim  if 


and   the    placenta    having  no   further  that    master-spirit   whose   laboais  ad 

function   to  perform,  must  necessarily  whose   creationa    it    recoids.  and  caa 

lose  its  vitality  and  become  an  extra-  scarcely  fail  to  be  accepUble  to  the  fi»- 

neous  body.  fession  generally,  but  more  particalsilf 

Another  question  here  suggests  itself:  to  that  great  mass  of  listeneis  who  m 

might  not  leaving  the  placenU  for  a  few  shortly  be  coniprefrated  within  the  wslh 

days,  or  till  its  death  supervened,  in  con-  of  tlie  most  splendid  professional  imum-' 

tact   with   a  viul  surface,  be  likely  to  tion,  and  adjoining  the  most  eoM*^ 

lead  to  the  same  baneful  results  as  oc-  hensive  and  valuable  pbvsiokgical  aai 

curred  under  Dr.  \Vm.  Hunter's  prac-  pathological  museum  in  "knrmie. 

tice  of  leaving  the  placenU  in  the  ute-  The  fint  volume  (the.  onlv  ent  wt 

ruK,  in  order  that  nature  might  complete  published)    contains    an' original  m' 

the  process  for  ito  ex)iulsiou  ?  The  only  well-written  life  of  Hunter,  in  wbkfc  ik 
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miineasared  ptnegjrics,  and  the  shame-  we  have  heard  of  no  steps  heing  taken, 

leas  detraction  of  preceding:  bioflrrapbcw,  or  proposed  to  be  taken,  in  any  quarter, 

are  alike  avoided.    This  is  followed  by  ^^  J- ii«.«  .«  ♦l    --.  j  *•         r.t. 

"Lectures  on  the  Principles  of   Sur-  ^  follow  up  the  recommendaUons  of  the 

gery,*»    in    correcting    and    preparing  committee.     Parliament  is  now  assem. 

which  great  pains  seem  to  have  been  bled,  jet  not  a  stir  seems  to  be  even 

taken  to  collate  the  best  and  most  an.  contemplated  in  any  locality  to  get  up 

**"Th^  woricT?C5.er   one  which  Vf^^"-    The  session,  no  doubt^  will 

promises  to  confer  an  important  service  »"P  «>7»  »»  ™any  preceding  ones  have; 

cm  the  profession,^a  service  which  will  and  then,  in  the  usual  course  of  things, 

MOt  be  appreciated  the  less  on  account  of  meetings  will  be  held  to  complain  of 

ftiSl^^EdlrTaWhiTK  .rie^ances    which.  wiO.  .  liule  ^. 

his  laboufs.  energy  on  the  part  of  the  complainants^ 

We  shall  probably  bring  some  of  the  might  have  been  averted. 

moat  interesting  parts  of  the  Work  before  The  members  of  the  medicd  profea- 

2b!J  g!S^""  "^""^  ^"*"'*  numbeia  of  ^j^  seem  to  be  waiting  on  the  will  and 

pleasure  of  the  public,  thinking,  doubt- 

*°^°^=^  less,  that  the  frightful  examples  of  in- 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.       ^"n^an'^J   consUnUy    coming    before 

them  will  ere  long  work  an  abolition 
Smtwrdajf,  Feh-uary  11, 1837.  ^^  ^^  j^^     3^^  ^^^  miscalculate  the 

'~^~  effects  of  such  stimulants,  which  only 

••  Lic«t  ennilrat,  licet  ettam  mihi,  dtgnluum    become   weaker  in  their  operation  the 
jiriiM  Mmliem  tatrl  I  potettu  modo  venlendl  to  >.  .1     «v  j     •    •  ^       j 

pabiicom  tit,  diccndi  pericaiam  dod  recu.o."  more  frequently  tbey  are  administered. 

CicBRo.  What  can  be  more  horrifying  than 
""^  the  instances  ewery  day  brought  under 
POOR-LAW    TRICKERY     PRAC-  the  recognizance    of  our  magistrates, 
TISED  ON  THE  PROFESSION.  ^f  wretched  people  of  all  ages  starving 
If  we  have  said  nothing  for  some  time  to  death,   in    a    country  which  could 
past  on  the  subject  of  the  vile  new  Poor-  hitherto  so  proudly  boast  of  its  provision 
Law   and  its  abominable  working,  it  for  the  poorf    Unfortunate  creatures, 
has  not  been,  heaven  knows,  for  want  in  the  last  sUte  of  destitution  and  dis- 
of  material  to  illustrate  ita  nature,  for  ease,  are  hourly  besieging  the  police 
daily  and  hourly  the  examples  are  mul-  offices  for  that  relief  which  the  magis- 
tiplied  of  the  mischiefs  resulting  to  the  trates  can  no  longer  order,  and  the  pa- 
community  from  this  pernicious  system ;  "«*»    overseers     deny.      Mothers    are 
hut  we  began  to  feel,  we  must  con-  obliged  to  carry  their  dying  children  in 
feaa,  the  hopelessness  of  opposition  in  their  arms,  making  application  to  one 
a  cause  which  so  deeply  concerns  the  overseer  after  another,  and  treated  with 
wdfkre     of    the     medical    profession  unfeeling  brutality  by  all,  until  at  last 
throughout  the  country,  as  well  as  that  the  infants  perish.    A  case  of  this  kind 
of  the  public  at  large,  yet  in   which  »  even    now  before  us  :    a  wretched 
those  who  are  actually  so  much   in-  couple,  with  a  sick  child,  wishing  to  stop 
tereated   exhibit   themselves    so    luke-  «t  Brentford,  on  their  way  from  Croy- 
^^m^^  don,  were  refused  a  bed  in  any  of  the 
Since    the    publication  of   the  ex-  lodging-houses,    lest  the  baby  should 
eellent  report   of  the  committee    ap-  die,  and  thus  become  chargeable  to  the 
pmsted    by    the    Provincial    Associa-  Union  for  its  burial :  the  lodging-house 
lion,  there  has  been  a  dead  silence ;  keepers  were  warned  on  this  point  by 
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the  oTeneen.    The  conseqoenee  was,  physical  and  moral  minimtare  ni  ikt    • 

that  the  child  died  in  ite  mother's  apron.  Board  in  Somerset  House  ;  and  eveiy 

Nothing  can  in  general  surpass,  in  little  knot   of  functionaries,  howerer 

the  waj  of  cruelty  and  inhumanity,  the  small,  has  its  Chadwick  to  regulate  ill 

conduct  of  the  orerseers,  relie?ing  offi-  proceedings.     The   same  jesuiUry  ad 

cers,  and  all  the  functionaries  connected  disposition  to  oTerreacb  those  who  too 

with  the  new  system:  it  would  seem,  candidly  confide  in  its  deceptive  pro- 

iudeed,  as  if  there  was  something  in  mises,  are  everywhere  obsenrable. 

the  measure  itself  infectious,  in  this  re*  The  case  to  which  we  more  imaM^ 

spect,  for  the  emph^is  no  sooner  get  ately  allude  is  one   wbidi  has  laieij 

into  office  than  they  almost  invariahly  occurred  near  Castle  Gary,  in  the  Wb- 

become  case-hardened,  and  lost  to  all  canton   Union.      On  the  6th  October 

sense  of  shame.    There  are  but  few  ez«  last,  a  carter  in  the  service  of  the  Ref. 

ceptions.  H.   F.  Yeatman  fell  finom  a  wagyoa 

This  heartlessuess  and  cruelty,  bow-  and  broke  his  thigh.      Mr.  Knight,  t 
ever,  are  not  the  only  characteristics  of  surgeon,  being  on  the  spot,  was  lequett- 
the  new  poor-law  officers ;  their  inhu-  ed  by  the  overseer  of  Ashfoid  (to  whidi 
manity  and    injustice    are    frequently  place  the  patient  was  conveyed    ''lor 
combined  with  trickery  and  insult    In  convenience,"  aAer  a  lapse  of  two  boon, 
•all  their  dealings,  with  medical  prac-  during  which  time  he  lay  in  an  ex- 
titioners    especially,    the     Boards    of  hausted  state  in  the  open  highway)  to 
Guardians  have  displayed  a  singular  attend  the  case.     The  medical  man  ap- 
propensity  for  exercising  an  insulting  parently  knowing  the  sort  of  people  be 
tyranny :  they  have  bullied  and  threa-  had  to  deal  with,  desired  the  overseer 
tened,  and  have  found,  unfortunately,  in  to  apply  to  the  relieving  officer  for  ia- 
too  many  instances^  that  they  could  thus  formation  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued ; 
succeed  in  carrying  their  point    That  whether  a  union  doctor  was  to  be  sop- 
disgusting  affair  which  was  transacted  at  plied,  or  he,  Mr.  Knight,  to  be  recog- 
Somerset-bouse  a  few  months  ago,  when  nized  as  having  charge  of  the  case, 
a  poor-law  medical  officer  was  thrown  The    answer    was,    that    no    decided 
.overboard  as  a  tub  to  the  whale,  to  miti-  arrangement  could  be  made  before  the 
gate  the  public  indignation,  then  at  its  next  meeting  of  Guardians,  when  the 
height,  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  all  matter  would  be  laid  before  them:  bot 
practitioners  unhappily  teoipted  to  en-  that  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Knight  was 
tcr  their  service.    But  we  were  not  pre-  to  see  that  the  man  was  provided  with 
pared  for  the  gross  amount  of  trickery  "  what  might  be  required." 
which  the  Poor-Law  functionaries  do  not  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  was  also 
tliink  it  amiss  sometimes  to  practise,  un-  apprized  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  when 
til  we  met  with  a  striking  instance  in  a  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Mr. 
provincial  paper.     It. would  seem  that  Yeatman,  to  the  following  effect : — **  I 
wherever  the  system  is  introduced,  not  am  sorry  to  hear  that  your  carter  has 
only,  as  we  have  said,  are  officers  pro-  met  with  so  severe  an  accident    The 
curable  endowed,  or  speedily  endowable,  case  shall  be  duly  attended  to  by  oar 
with  the  requisite  want  of  feeling,  but  Board  to-morrow"  (observe,  this  was  on 
these  persons  soon  show  that  they  are  the   11th  October,  ^we  days  after  the 
everywhere  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  accident),  "  when  your  letter,  and  the 
precisely  :  a  Board  of  Gaardians  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  surgeon,  shall 
remotest  corner  of  Somersetshh-e  is  a  be  read  by  the  clerk.     As  the  accident 
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bappened  at  Pitcombe,  where  Mr.  Oate-  Guardians  of  the  Poor  say  they  cannot 

liotrae,  of  Bmton,  is  the  medical  man,  it  recof^^ize  Mr.  Knig^ht's  claim  is,  that 

is  lair  that  Mr.  Knight  should  have  '*  by  so  doing  they  would  introduce  a 

aome  remuneration  fur  his  professional  most  dangerous  precedent."     A    dan- 

a^nrices."  ger«us  precedent  to  abide  by  the  terms 

Bat  what  happens  when  the  Board  of  their  contract! — for  a  contract  it  was, 

meets  at  length,  six  days  after  the  acci-  to  all  intents  and  purposes — morally  at 

dent?    Why,    that  no  order  is  made  all  events,  if   not  legally;    and   Mr. 

either  to  direct  the  medical  man  of  the  Yeatman,  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the 

union  to  visit  the  patient,  or  to  disconti-  Dorset  Chronicle,  cites  a  strong  case  in . 

nae  Mr.  Knight's  services.    The  reliev-  point,  wherein  it  was  decided  by  Lord 

ing  officer,  indeed,  paid  him  one  visit  Ellenborough,  that  a  parish  officer  who 

during  his  illness,  and  the  allowance  of  did  not  repudiate  the  attendance  of  a 

.lial£«-crown  and  a  loaf  of  bread  was  medical  man  situated  like  Mr.  Knight, 

granted  weekly.    No  arrangement  was  in  effect  commanded  it. 
made,  further  than  has  been  already        The  issue  of  the  affair  may  be  easily 

mentioned,  respecting  medical  attend-  conjectured.    The  Board,  of  course,  did 

ance;  so  Chat  Mr.  Knight  conceived  not  alter  their  resolution ;   and  it  only 

liimaelf  in  possession  of  the  case  with  remained  for  the  Key,  Mr.  Yeatman,  if 

the  full  sanction   of  the  Board.     But  he  thought  proper,  to  pay  Mr.  Knight 

what  was  his_  surprise  when,  upon  the  for  his  services  to  the  parish  pauper. 

core  being  completed,  and  a  bill  deli-  The  money  was  generously  paid,  at  the 

▼ered  in,  araoonting  to  no  more  than  same  time  that  the  hardship  of  the  case 

six  guineas  for  his  six  weeks'  attend-  has  been  laid  before  the  public. 
ance,  he  found  that  no  notice  was  taken        Whatever  may  be  the  general  destiny 

of  his  application ;  but  at  the  end  of  a  of  this  odious  and  disgraceful  Act,  its 

month  a  letter  was  officially  written  to  medical  merits,  we  trust,  will  be  put  to' 

Mr.  Yeatman  in  these  terms,  in  which  the    test  ere    long.     There  is    every 

one  knows  not  which  to  admire  most,  probability  that  a  parliamentary  com- 

.tiie    dishonesty   of   principle,    or    the  mittee  will  be  appointed  in  the  course 

sneering  malignity  which  they  display  :  of  the  present  month,  to  inquire  into 

•— ^  The  Board  cannot  recognize   any  the  actual  state  of  medical  attendance 

charge     made     by     Mr.     Knight"  —  on  the  country  poor,  when^we  hope  that 

**  but  while  they  are  resolved  on  this,  all  practitioners  who  have   been    wit« 

they   are  aim    resolved   never    to    de-  nesses    of   the   iniquitous   working    of 

prive  any  gentleman  of  the  oppoKu-  the  system,    will  be  prepared  to  come 

nity  of  providing  medical  care  and  skill  forward  and  give  tlieir  testimony. 
for  .  lo«jr-tried  .nd  faiU^ul  «>,Tant,         ^^^^^  cURREFt  OF  DRUGS. 

sbould  he  have  the  misfortune  of  be-  _  ,    ^  i      «  . 

,  ...     ^,    .  In  our  last  number  out  one  we  gave  a 

cominflT  a  casual   pauper  wrthm   their  ^y^^^^^  ^j^^  ^f  j^„^  ^„  g^,^  •}„  j,,^ 

union."     Misfortune^  indeed,  for  any  £unrlish  market,  with  their  several  prices 

.  pauper !     But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  and  duties  annexed.    We  wish  to  say, 

palpable  trickery  here  practised,  of  le-  P  repjy  to  several  inquiries,  that  it  is  our 

\^:         •     » J         J  A-  u«  1,  intention  to  give  a  similar  table  in  the 

losragajustdemand  for  services  which  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^   j^^^    ^^^    j„    ^^^y^ 

were  in  the  firet  instance  engaged—  month.    Thus  our  subscribers  in  distant 

fairedy  by  one  of  the  overseers,  and  then  parta  of  the  country,  and  abroad,  will 

coBtiiYoed   with    the    more   than    tacit  be  reffularly  supnlied  with  a  species  of 

r«L    n      A  9  information  which  we  have   reason  to 

.■McUoa  of  the  Board?  ^^,j^^^  ^.       ^^^  ^^^^  ^        f^j^  „  ^ 

Tbe  ground  on  wbicb  these  wortojr  desideratum. 
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HUNTERIAN  MANUSCRIPTS.  J.™    *».  ^^JJ^-'c  I^cSTrf  aI 
NOTE  FROM  SIB  B.  BBODiE.  thf^e  seTeral    pUets  de  earnneimm,'^ 
Ed.  Gaz.] 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.        Decompo«ition    has    haidly   hegn. 

^  The  complete  draining^  of  the  Moed  wd 

^'"'.       ^        .  -      _,  .V  *    .  other  aaids  from  the  cut  Miriaeet  of  Ik 

I  HAVB  ju.t  been  informed  that,  in  a  ^.  ,     ^      preFented  the  fomatiiNi  rf 

^*f  ^^^r^^K^^n?  !^'^Z'  Tt  hlL  b^  redTlines  alon^f  the  cooiae  of  the  Woo*. 

not  in  the  habit  of  reading,  it  has  been  ^  K   ,        .     ;„^s,^_^ 


not  in  ine  naoii  oi  i^aaiDK*  ii  "*»  uccu    ,  «»    •       ^i      »     » ,«     ^        ■ 

Tately  in.innated  that  I  wi  in  «,me  way  ^f^^^^^'.^^^TV^tJS^^^ 

or  aiotber  prify  to  the  bnming  of  Mr.  of  putrefacUon.    The  coUcle  md/ m  n- 

Banter's  papers  by  the  late  Sir  Eferard  moved  at  thoac  places  wh«e  the  inris 

Home.  have  been  in  conUct  with  the  hair*  ••* 

I  ti^e  the  liberty  of  stating  to  the  pnb-  a  slight  moisture  bedews  the  snrftee 

lie,  through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  where  it  is  so  denuded. 

and  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  that  xbe  contour  of   the    1^    b  romd, 

this  is  wholly  and  absolutely  false.     I  plump,  and  fleshy ;  the   thigh  is  fiill, 

knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  transaction  {j,^  f„^  ^^11  fonned,  and  somewhat 

until  I  was  made  acquainted  with  it  by  ^^pproximatinir  its  fellow ;  the  ankkaod 

vulgar  «Port-I^a«^r^^  ,P^          ':S''^\^A^Z  ^ 

B.  C.  BaoDiE.  ^«W  turned,  the  instep  high,  the  toei 

lA  «-wiiu  n^  ▼«'y  TtegvUwr,  except  the  secmid  on  Ik 

'  pfbrlf,  iwT'  right  fwt,  which  rides  a  little  over  tk 

great  toe.    Altogether^  in  its  geneni 

[Since  the  above  was  received,  the  Lan-  character,  it  maj  be  said  to  be  a  hand- 

cet  of  this  day  has  come  to  hand,  in  which  gomely-proportioned  female  limb. 

the    same    dastardly  insinuation    is    re-  Qq  tj,e  shin  of  the  left  leg  there  is  s 

iterated.     The  motive  which  leads  the  Wueish  red  mark,  about  the  size  of  tk 

anonymous  scoundrel  by  whom  the  arU-  j^^  j    ^|,j^,j    ^j^l,  ^  ^^^j  j^^  ^^ 

cles  in  question  we  7"««°  ^^^j^^^f^^*  the  size  of  a  fourpence,  on  the  odFof 
present  moment  for  inventing  this  slander,  •"^  lu^-  —  «k«  ««i-  ^;.«^i...^*;»».  ^ 
Is  too  lobvious  to  require  My  remarks  the  other,  are  the  onlj  dmcolofations  «^ 
£d.  Gaz.]  the  surface,    except  some  dirt  on  tk 

upper  parts  of  the  thighs,  and  stains  on 
•  the  feet  and  legs  of  a  purple  dye.  such 

as  are  seen  on  the  legs  of.tbose  who  are 
REPORT  ON  THE  .^  ^^^  ^^^^j^  ^f  weiring  black  stock. 

LOWER  EXTREMITIES  OF  A        ings. 

HUMAN  BODY,  There  is  a  gash,  about  two  ineks 

long,  under  the  knee  mside,  on  the  ngbt 

'°*'"°  leer,  hut  which    merely  separates  the 

^     UNDEa  MT8TEBIOD8  ciECUMSTANCEs;       ^^^^    ^„j    ^^„„j^,    mcmbrinc    under. 

With  Remarks,  neath.    The  surface  around   it  is  not 

ecch  irmosed 
By  G.  F.  Giedwood,  Esq.  jg^  ^,,5^^  ^^^  ^„  ^^  ^ght  side  is, 

from  where  it  is  sawn  across,  denuded 

[As  some  labourers  were  at  work  in  an  some  way  down ;   the  flesh  is  wanting, 

osier  field,  close  by  Cold-harbour-lane,  and  appears  to  have  been  eaten  away. 

Camberwell,  one  day  last  week,  they  There  is  a  circular  mark  of  pressure 

found  a  largfc  parcel  wrapped  in  sack-  under  each   knee,  such  as  is  seen  on 

ing ;  and  on  opening  it,  aiscovered  the  those  who  wear  their  garters  there, 

legrs  of  a  human  being.     The  police  The  length  of  the  foot  is  ten  inches 

immediately  instituted  inouiries,  and  a  and  a  quarter,  the  circumference  at  tk 

Coroner's    inquest  was    neld    on    the  broadest  part  of  the  left  foot  is  eight 

limbs  at  Brixton.     The  result  was,  that  inches  and  three-quarters,  that  of  tk 

they    were    identified    as     belonging,  right  is  half  an  inch  more.     The  cir- 

beyond   question,  to  the  trunk  found  cumference  of  the  calf,  at  its  thickest 

some  time  since  in  the  Edgware  Road,  part,  is  thirteen  inches  and  a  half.    The 

Mr.  Gird  wood  read  the  following  report  length  of  the  whole  limb,  taken  from 

at    the   inquest,    and   has    been    good  the  sawn  extremity  of  the  thigh  bone  to 

enough  to  forward  it  to  us  in  a  corrected  a  plane  rested  on  by  the  sole  of  tk 
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foot,  is  ascertained  to  be  tbirtj-two  strong  confirmation  by  tbe  present  in- 
iDcbes  and  a  balf.  The  section  of  the  quiir.  In  addition  to  tbe  lines,  and 
bone  in  botb  limbs  bas  been  made  so  cloths,  and  shavings,  formerly  no- 
alike  near  to  the  hip  joint,  that  tbe  ticed,  we  have  now  again  the  trade 
nicest  examination  cannot  detect  the  of  a  carpenter  denoted  by  the  bed- 
diflference  of  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch  line,  the  shavings,  and  the  bag  smeared 
in  the  length  of  either  limb.  with  different  sorts  of  paint. 

The  upper  portions  of  the  thigh  bones        It  is  possible  that  the  head  may  have 

which  were  removed  from  tbe  trunk  of  been   thrown    into    the    canal   in   this 

tbe  female  body  found  six  weeks  ago  at  neighbourhood,  and,  the  hair  having  be- 

ihe  Pine  Apple  Gate,  and  kept  in  my  come  entangled  on  some  hook  or  nail, 

poMession  since,  being  placed,  the  left  been  conveyed  by  a  barge  to  Stepney ; 
IKNtion  to  the  left  femur,  and  the  right  ^  but  not  very  probable.    Most  likely  it 

to  the  right,  they  were  found  to  corre-  was  thrown  in  there. 
flpond  exactly  in  all  tbe  irregularities  of       It  might  almost  be  considered  that 

tlieir  half-sawn,  half-broken  surfaces.  some  plan  was  arranged  to  place  the 

The  cloth  in  which  the  limbs  were  different  portions  of  iae  body   as  far 

Ibund  wrapped  up  is  ascertained  to  be  as  possible  apart :   certainly,    had   the 

tbe  lower  naif  of  a  grain  sack,  on  which  Map  of  London  been  taken  as  a  guide, 

are  painted  in  red  the  following  letters :  and    three    equidistant    points    dotted 

SSLEY   (on  one  side)   :rw£LL  (on  the  off  in    the   suburbs,  none  could   have 

other)    The  sack  has  been  apparently  corresponded  to  the  angles  of  an  equi- 

used   latterly  for  other  purposes  than  lateral  triangle  more  exactly  than  the 

those  for  which  it  was  at  first  employed,  three  different  places  we  have  mentioned. 

It  18  smeared  on  what  has  originally  The  three  points  are  full  seven  miles 

been  the  outside,  with  paint, principally  from    each    other:    twenty-one    miles 

white,  but  it  has  been  turned  outsioe  in,  must    therefore   have    been    traversed. 

tbe  surface  having  the  letters  on  it  be-  This    circumstance,    with    the   weight 

ing  that  which  was  inside  when  dis-  to  be  carried,  would  imply  that  some 

covered  with  the  limbs.    In  one  of  the  mode  of  conveyance  bad  been   used ; 

comers  was  found  about  half  a  handful  and  this,  again,  would  lead  one  to  the 

of  common  deal  shavings.    The  mouth  conclusion  that  more  than  one  person 

of  the  sack  was  tied  round  with  a  piece  had  been  employed  in  tbe  matter. 
ofthick  cord,  such  as  is  used  to  tighten  G.  F.  G. 

bed-sacking,  and  at  intervals  along  the       '^«  J^?*^'''":?**"*' 

•    La  u  _A  y  Peto.  8.  1887. 

rope  might  be  seen  parts  worn,  and  per- 
manently bent,  so  as  to  have  a  knuckled     

appearance,  as  if  it  had  been  long  kept 

in  a  zig-zag  direction.  ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 

Remarks.— This  third  inquiry  com-  ^'^^^^  ^^^'  *'  ^^'  • 

pletes  what   was  left  wanting  oy  the  — — 

two  fonner  reports.     The  legs  now  dis-       ^,  GmiU  an  the  Glandular  System  in  the 
coirered  m  Cold-harbour-lane,  and   the  varunu  elaue*  if  Animals, 

tnmk  found  at  Paddington,  and  the  »,      -    u-    «    u         u   r\    rt      « #    al 

Wtak^ftom  the  J  at  Stepney,  J^.^^T^^Ter^^/'loS^^^ 

m  proved  to  fonn  together  an  entire  ^^^elty  and  attraction.    It  comprehended 

Jinmn  body— that  of  a  female.  »  view  of  the  glandular  system  as  deve- 

We  now  ascertain  her  exact  stature :  loped  throughout  the  various  classes  of 

an  inch  and  a  half  is  to  be  added  to  tbe  animals,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest. 

aaeertained  length  of  the  leg,  so  as  to  But  the  lecturer  judiciously  confined  him- 

brinff  tbe  measurement  upto  the  plane  "elf  chiefly  to  the  glands  concerned  in 

of  the  symphysis  pubis.    We  have  thus  digestion ;  he  first  noticed  in  a  general 

94  to  add  to  33  inches.    An  inch  may  ^^7  ^«  functions  of  those  other  glands 

be  deducted  with  propriety,  to  allow  for  employed  in  secreting  tears,  serous  fluid, 

^  elongation  aft^  death  of  the  verte-  P?\~»*'  ^'  •"^  .^«°  proceeded  to  a  spe- 

bial  column:  and  thus  we    find    the  ««J  dcscripUon  of  the  oiyans  in  the  lower 

CIlkrZr«iL!!L»il  I  vl  tTr    *  i  •    1.  r  wjiinal*  engaged  in  the  function  of  nntn- 

bdffl^oftliefbnaletobe5feet6inche8.  ^^^    Dr.  SSmt  proved  that  all  animated 

The  0]HiiK>n  expressed  on  a  former  beings  had  a  liver,  or  at  least  tb»  x^x^V- 

oeeanon,   of    the   oecopation    of   the  ments  of  that  most  \mw>T\asa«Aasi^.   \x^ 

ngent,  or  it  may  be  of  so  accomplice,  *  the  simplest  form  of  an\ms\,  w^\cYv  wstaft^ 

or  tbe  Mmamia  himself,  baa  received  to  be  nothing  more  t^iasi  «^  d\%es^XDl%  «^^ 
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the  liver  existed  a»m  mere  follicle.    In  the  follicles  and  gltDds  of  which  it  U  earn- 

monas  tenno,  hjdra,  and  other  infusoria,  posed. 

those  namerous  stomachs,  some  of  which  The  whole  wai  illustrated  with  a  piofa> 

admitted  indigo,  and  others  vermilion  and  sion  of  diagrams    and  drawings,  whick 

other  pigments,  are  nothing  hut  so  many  were  referred  to  and  remoTed  with  the 

follicles,  in    which    glandular    functions  utmost  rapidity.    It  occurred  to  as  more 

subservient  to   nutrition  are  performed,  than  once  during  the  lecture,  and  we  tre 

The  higher  we  proceed  in  the  scale  of  ani-  sure  others  must  hare  thought  as  we  did, 

mals,    the  more  complicated  those    sto-  that  it  would  have  been  far  batter^ksi 

machs  or  follicles  are  obsened  to  become;  bewildering,  at  all  events— if  Dr.  Qrut 

and  what  is  commonly  called  a  gland  is  had  made  a  selection  of  his  illustratios^ 

only  a  combination  of  follicles.    In  the  and  only  presented  those  to  the  audience 

lower  animals  tlie   glandular  apparatus,  which  were  necessary  to  elucidate  bis  tab* 

which  is  essentially  liver,  is  immedistely  jecL 

connected  with  the  digestive  tube.    Amonc     

the  higher  it  is  only  mediately  co■BeefM^  

and  opens  into  the  aUmemsiy  eaiml  bj  a  DEATH  BT  ASFHTXfA  ; 

duct.    This  ia  a  nerffssarv  provision  for    ^„  ,„„..,««•«-.-..»«- *»-^-.-*.^.. 

animals  which  have  to  endure  long  fasts,  "^^"  ihhaliko  the  FiMssoFCBiacoAL. 

or  have  not  their  food  always  before  them ; 

and  hence  the  rcsenoir  for  the  secretion  of  {Extract  of  a  Letter.) 

bile,  in  the  camivora  nnd  man,  for  ex-  i  have  copied  out,  and  take  the  liberty  of 

ample.    In  the  human  species,  which  pos-  sending  you,  the  details  i»r  a  case,  indis- 

sesscs  the  liver  in  its  highest  state  of  per-  puubly  authentic,  as  it  is  grounded  oo 

fection,  the  organ  attains  its  ultimate  con-  the  procts  verbal  made  out  by  the  Commis- 

dilion  by  pas-ing  through  a  number  of  ^i^  je  Police  of  the  Quartier,  who  wv 

phases,  from  the  simple  form  which  it  ex-  the  first  to  enter  the  premises  of  thedc 

hibits  in  the  embryo  to  that  observed  in  ceased.    It  is  almost  like  a  voice  from  the 

the  adult  man;  and  all  these  phases  are  gmvc   of  one  who   relates    his    pasuge 

analogous  to    conditions  found  to  exist  through  the  gates  of  death,  and.  as  a  cast 

in  lower  and  less  perfect  animals.  of  physical  experience,  is  highly  curion& 

That  the  brain  of  the  fuetus  undergoes 

successive  changes,  being  at  one  time  that  On  breaking  open  the  door  of  bis  bed- 

of  a  tadpole,  at  another  that  of  a  fish —  room.  Deal  was  found  sitting  in  a  chair, 

again  that  of  a  crocodile,  and  so  forth;  in   the  attitude  of  one  asleep;  his  head 

and  that  in  like  manner  the  heart  of  the  reclined  on  a  table  before  him.  on  wbicb 

huTnan  fa'tus  is  at  first  a  simple  tube,  then  were  also  placed  a  watch,  an  inksAmd,  a 

a  cavity,  then  two  cavities,  and  lastly  an  lamp,  a  candle  (extinguished),  and  at  bis 

organ  containing  four,  resembling  in  the  feet  a  pen,  which  seemed  to  have  dropped 

successive  stages  the  heart  of  mollusca,  from  his  hand.    Two  large  tubs,  which 

fishe^!,   reptiles,  &c.,  are   facts  familiarly  contained  a  quantity  of  cinders  and  sooie 

known.     But  the  announcement  made  by  half-consumed  charcoal,  were  in  the  rooin, 

the  lecturer  to.night  respecting  the  liver,  every  aperture    to   which    was  carefully 

came  upon  his  hearers  with  considerable  stopped  up.    On  raising  up  the  corpse  of 

novelty.      In  the  human  embryo,  the  first  Deaf,  a  paper  was  discovered,  on  which 

appearance  of  any  thing  indicative  of  the  the  wretched  man  had  described,  minute 

future  liver  is  a  mere  thickening  of  the  in-  after  minute,  the  gradual  progress  of  his 

testine  at  a  particular  spot ;  that  thickening  linsrering  agony. 

then  becomes  more  and  more  defined,  is  He  begins  first  by  an  explanation  of  his 

found  to  he  follicular,  glandular,  lobular,  religious  tenets;  and  adds,  that  he  ba^ 

and  at  length  apart  from  the  alimentary  taken  every  precaution  that  his  death  may 

canal,  to  which  it  is  connected  merely  produce  no  sort  of  crabarrassment  to  bis 

by  a  duct.  friends.     He  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  he 

Dr.  Grant,  towards  the  conclusion  of  had  conceived  it  might  be  useful  to  Uic  in- 

the  lecture,  gave  a  short  notice  of  Mr.  terests  of  science  tliat  the  effect  of  clnrcoal 

Kiernan\s  researches,  and  endeavoured  to  iu  producing  death  might  be  properly  as- 

show  that  the  consideration  of  the  complex  certained,  and  he  was  further  actuated  by 

structure  of  the  liver  was  involved  in  that  a  wish  to  prove  that  his  suicide  was  an  act 

of  the  hepatic  duct  simply.    This  duct,  he  'of  sane  and  premeditated  intention.     I 

said,  was  essentially  the  liver;  as,  indeed,  now  give  you  his  own  words: — 

iu  every  instance  toe  duct  is  the  gland —  **  J'ai  itk  derange  plnsieurs  fois.    Ao 

its  ramifications  and  complications  being  Diahlc    Ics   importuns!    ils    ne  peuvent 

unessential  to  its  nature.  m^me  pas  laisser  mourir  les  gens  tnin- 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Gi-ant  gave  a  sketch  quillement.     C'est  6gal!      J'aUume  mes 

of  the  formation  of  glands  from  iheblarienia^  fonmeaux,  et  place  sur  la  table  ma  lampe, 

and  took  a  rapid  view  of  l\\c  sItucXwk^  q^  cl  ma  cbandelle,  ainsi  que  ma  montre^  et 

the  skiUf  pointing  ont  tbc  immenuV)  ot  ^«  comm«as»  ^^qsja.  \k  <:^xtefiaaa£<.'*-Il  est 
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dix  heum  qainze  minutes.     XjCh  charbons  fiarratt.]  ''The  wife  of  — —  Head,  in  Wa. 

s'allument  difiicilement ;  j'ai,  cependantj  ter-street,  had  about  two  hours  before  swal. 

mis  Bur  chacnn  des  foumeaux  un  tuyau,  lowed  ^.  laudanum,  and  then  lay  in  a 

qui  doit  aider  I'action  du  fen.  deadly  stupor,  from  which  all  the  enurf<t  of 

*' Dix beuresfingt  minutes. — Lestuyaux  her  friends  could  not  awaken  her.     At- 

tumbent,  je  les  reUFe;  cela  ne  fa'pas  k  tempts  had  been  made  to  f^et  some  vinegar 

men   idie.     lis  retombent  encore ;  je  les  into  her  stomach,  with  little  effect ;  nor 

replace  de  nouTcau.    Cela  va  mieux.     I^  did  I  (says  Dr.  S.)  succeed  mach  belter  in 

Kuls  est  calme,  el  ne  bat  pas  plus  qu'&  endeaFouring  to   g^ve  a  dose   of  white 

rdinaire.  Titriol.    I  tnen  procured  a  small  switch, 

"  Dix  henres  trente  minutes. — Une  va-  and  applied  it  pretty  freely  to  her  arma 

pevr  epaisse  se  repand  peu  k  peu  dans  and  shoulders,  wbtch  were  defended  onlj 

la  chambre.    Ma  chandelle  paroit  prdte  by  a  thin  covering.     I  aJ^aHUM-  9bmo 

is'eteindre;  la  lampe  va  mieux.    Je  com-  strokes  to  her  legs.     In  the  course  of  a 

mence  &  avoir  un  violent  mal  de  tSte ;  mes  short   time,  .indeed    almost  immediately 

jeux  se  remplissent  de  larmes ;  je  ressens  upon  tbe  application  of  the  remedy,  she 

un   malaise  general  ;   j'eprouve  quelqne  roused  i^p,  aird  begged  mc  to  desist     She 

M>ulagement,  a  me  broucber  le  ne^  a?ec  continued  for  a  time  much  conAised,  with 

un  roouchoir.    I^e  pouls  estagite.  involuntary  turns  of  laughter.    Two  scru- 

*'  Dix  bcurcs  quarante  minutes.-*Ma  pies  of  white  vitriol  were  then  administcr- 

cfaaodelle  est  feteinte,  la  lampe  bmle.    Les  ed,  followed  in  about  fifteen  minutes  by 

tempes  me  battent  comme  si  les  veines  3.«s.  ipecacuanha;  notwithstanding  which, 

Touloient  se  rompre.  J'ai  envie  de  dormir.  and  having  tickled  her  throat  repeatedly 

Je  souffre  horriblement  de  I'ettomac.     Le  with  an  oiled  feather,  it  was  nearly  an 

pouls  donne  quatre-vingt  pulsations  dans  hour  before  she  could  be  made  to  puke ; 

ane  minute.  however,  finally  she  did  puke,  and  by  the 

*"  Dix    heures  dnqnante    minutes.  —  assistance  of  frequent  draughts  of  warm 

J'etooffe !   Des  idftetitranges  sepresentent  water,  her  stomach  was  pretty  thorongbty 

&  mon  esprit.   Je  puis  k  peine  respircr.  evacuated.  By  the  assistance  of  her  friencfs 

Je  n'irui  pas  loin.     J'ai  des  symptomes  >be  was  kept  awake,  or,  at  least,  slept  but 

de  folie."  little  at  a  time,  during  the  night,  and  this 

(Here  he  confounds  tbe  hours  with  the  [next]  rooming  appears  entirely  rccover- 

minntes.)  ed." — Boston  Journal;    and  Dublin  Journal 

"  Dix  henflM  soixante  minutes.— Je  ne  of  Med,  Science^  Jan.  1837. 

Snis  presque  plus  icrire  j  ma  vue  se  trou- 
IcL    Ma  lampe  s»*t2int ;  je  ne  croyais              PORTRAIT  OF  HUNTER, 
qu'on  dot  aotant  sou^rir  puur  mourir. 

"  Dix  heures  soixante  deux  minutes  "  HuNTKa's  friends  had  long  been  desirous 

(Here  are  some  illegible  characters  traced,  to  engage  him  to  sit  to  Sir  J.  Reynolds  for 

and  it  is  probable  that,    with  the  last  ^^^  picture;  but  he  had  always  hitherto 

gleam  of  his  lamp,  tbe  life  of  the  wretch-  declined  to  do  so,  not  choosing  that  it 

ed  man  was  extinguished  *.)  should  be  done  at  the  expense  of  others, 

and  thinking  the  price  too  high  for  him- 

■ ■ self  to  pay.     He  was,  however,  at  length 

i?»  Ar^i:«rT  ai^t/^^t  t».t  .^act^c  ^«  Induccd  to  Comply,  chit'fly  to  oblige  Sharp, 

FLAGELLATION  IN  CASES  OF  the  eminent  engrkver.  who  had  receiicd 

POISONING.  much  notice  from  Hunter,  and  was  very 
[A  coaaEsroNDBNT,  a  professor  in  one  of    •"'''P""  J^  be  permitted  to  make  an  en- 

oar  medical  schools   his  directed  our  at-  C^LTh  n^•^"'*'K*'^' P/f^""'  a^^\ 

tantion  to  the  following  case  in  the  third  "^l^ul?"i|??"^    r  f   k"^^h!  ^^I^k^^k* 

Tolame  of  the  MediciU  Repository,  pub-  ??^  ^^"  *J'^  ^"^  "i"^^  ^V^"^^!  with  the 

Ibbed  in  New  York  in  180^  which  was  ^!Tr\Io!?^^H"^;  ^^r/l  J^^  ^'T-^ 

eommonicated  by  Dr.  Valentine  Seaman,  !?fK^"Jtf  t?'^?'  """*?  ^^"  ^°^  *  1™"." 

of  that  city.    It  will  be  perceived  that  the  t^^lY^X  V^^  ^^l''^^  '°  T^'-?  p*'  " 

tieatioent  was  similar  to  that  used  in  Dr.  !!55!'^"^iJ°  the  present  portrait  rRcj- 

Barratt's  case,  published  in  No.  13  of  the  "^i^'' T,^.^!iV*^'"^  *  T^'r  ^T^  *  if 

fDnblin]  MeJiiSal  Journal,  although  we  2?^."^  ^r°'  ^^^^  f^  ^^)  f}^^^^^^ 

lave  no  donbt  that  the  idea  was  original  Tl  a^^^  **^  J***''""  ^'if  JiT  f  ^^^  ^*''" 
with  Dr.  a*  Tbe  following  is  the  substance  •  JJf  5?"^*  *"^. '?,  P«>^d«^  /<>  l«y  ^  ^l^l 

or  the  case  referred  to.  wRich  is  published  L^Vh  ?ow  ^^r^lL  tl^u^^^?^.  "'hk'*'*'  • 

meiely  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  value  Z^itrZx^J^  r^    *     ^^  ^^"^  ^^^\V^ 

of  tb/remedy  so  snccessfnlly  used  by  Dr.  !lJ!L;r   Sl!$!  /  ^"IS'' m     ^""    ^"' 

^  /  J  w-i.  portrait   Sharp   executed   his  engraving, 

^  Thata  "f    "a     1^  which  is  admitted  by  the  best  judges  to  be 

t  sTS;  cSliUiSd'to  in  Professor  GrsTe.'  ^^P*  ""^  the  finest,  if  not  the  vct^  W\,  JV^ 

4th  CUakal  Lcctnro,  UtoicAL  QAnarru,  pre-  Cimen  of  the  art  cvei  e"XCC>\\tCL, — lA|e^  vv 

■•M  valMBc,  p. «*  neur edit'um  rf  lluaUr's  Workt. 
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TREATMENT  OF  INFLAMMATION. 

CHALLENGE  TO  INTE8TIOATOR. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
Since  InVestigator  treats  the  replj  J  have 
made  to  his  censures  upon  the  system  of 
treatment  I  adopt  for  inflammatory  dis- 
eases as  mere  idle  words,  I  will,  with  your 
permission,  propose  to  him,  that  he  should 
sink  all  the  idle  words  between  us,  and 
come  to  facts.  If  Investigator's  real  object 
is  to  arrive  at  truth,  and  not  to  cavil,  he  will 
with  me  embrace  the  opportunity  which 
the  present  season  affords  us  of  comparing 
the  respective  results  of  our  treatment  of 
cases  which  are  sufficiently  similar,  if 
confined  to  those  of  the  prevailing  epide- 
mic. Such  a  comparison,  I  should  think, 
cannot  fail  to  prootice  a  fair  conclusion  as 
to  which  of  our  opposite  systems  of  treat- 
ment is  the  more  correct,  for  they  cannot 
both  be  right.  It  would  save  you,  Mr. 
Editor,  unnecessary  trouble,  if  Investigator 
would  drop  me  a  line,  by  post,  stating  the 
day  he  would  send  his  communication, 
authenticated  by  his  name  and  address,  to 
your  office ;  mine  should  be  forwarded  on 
the  same  day,  so  that  they  might  both  ap- 
pear in  the  same  Gazette.  This  would 
be  the  fairest  plan ;  after  which  there 
need  be  no  furUier  discussion  between  us 
on  the  subject.— I  remain,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

H.  Searle. 
Queen'fPUce,  Kennlngtoo,  Feb.  6,  1837* 

THE  LATE  DR.  LEY. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  decease  of 
Dr.  Hugh  Ley,  physician- accoucheur  to 
Middlesex  Hospital,  and  lecturer  on  mid- 
wifery at  St.  Bartholomew's.  He  had 
suffered  from  rheumatic  fever  manv  years 
ago,  and  had  latterly  been  iVequently  sub- 
jfct  to  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the 
limbs,  with  pain  and  swelling,  though 
not  usually  so  bad  as  to  confine  him  to  bed. 
The  heart  had  been  damaged  in  one  of  the 
early  attacks,  and  progressively  became 
hypertrophied,  attended  with  so  much 
palpitation  and  distress  as  to  render  it  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  attend  to  business.  For 
soma  months  before  his  death,  the  symp- 
toms  had  heen  gradually  getting  worse, 
but  he  had  recovered  a  little,  and  flone 
down  to  the  house  of  his  father-in-law, 
Migor  Kelly,  near  Stilton,  in  the  hope  of 
farther  improvement:  here,  however,  be 
suffered  a  rdapee,  which  carried  him  off 
on  the  24th  of  fast  month. 

Dr.  Ley  was  a  man  of  skill  and  talent, 
well  informed  in  his  profession,  and  having 
a  very  remarkable  command  of  language; 
indeed  he  was  one  of  thi»  most  fluent  lec- 
turers and  public  speakers  we  ever  met 
with.  His  professional  reputation  was 
without  blemish,  and  his  senlimeiiU^  oil 
all  sobjecliy  werethote  of  aQeatkmKDu 


COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  Hunterian  oration  will  be  delivat^ 
by  Sir  B.  C-  Brodie,  Bart,  at  five  o'dod 
in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  next. 

The  museum  will  be  opened,  to  the 
members  only,  for  that  day.  and  go  the 
1st  of  March  to  the  members  and  the 
public  generally. 

The  library  of  the  new  bnilding,  it  ii 
announced,  will  be  thrown  open  on  the  l^th 
of  February  (the  day  after  tbe  Hnnteriai 
oration)  to  members  and-iisitorsy  as  usoaL 
A  reading-room,  for  members  only,  is  to 
be  open  from  7  until  10  o'clock  in  the  erci- 
ing,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Than- 
days. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

list  OF  gentlemen  who  BAYEaECBinS 

cbetificates. 

Fe&rwny  9,  1837. 

WUIUm  Dalla  Hutbaad,  York. 
ThomM  Johnsou,  llsnchester. 
James  Edward  Newall,  Abcrystwytb. 
Henry  Laxton,  Brlatol* 
Wimam  Cheeaewricht,  Bristol. 
James  Stephens,  Manchester. 
Edwin  Chabot,  Lambeth. 
Charles  James  Jnmp,  Wlsbeach. 
James  Parker«on,  East  Uereham. 
Henry  Lacy  Pomfrtt,  Manchester. 
Richard  Baker  Bellyve,  Aadlem,  Cheshire* 
Thpmas  Mark  Horell. 
John  Gllby,  A] ford,  Lincolnshire. 
George  Kinghom  Prince.  Jamaica- 
Alfred  Baker,  Birmiugham. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortalitt,  Feb,  7,  1837. 


Age  and  Debility .  IIS 

Apoplexy      •       •  6 

Asthma         .       .  <S2 

Cancer          •       .  1 

Childbirth     .       .  4 

Consumption        •  86 

Conrulsions         •  87 

Croup   ;        .        .  8 
Dentition  orTeethlnglS 

Dropsy         .       .  17 

Dropsy  In  the  Brain  9 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest    1 

Erysipelas    .       •  1 

Fcrer    ...  9 

Ffever,  Sctflet     •  1 

Ferer,  l^rphtt8     •  6 

Heart,  dlsessed   .  4 

Hernia  .       .       •  1 

Hooping  Cough  •  14 

Inflammation  83 


Bo«elsftSt«mach 

Brain 

Longs  and  Pleara  I 
Influensa     •  ^ 

Insanltr       • 
Liver,  alseased 
Me«ileB        .       .     1' 
Mtocarrlage  • 
Mortification 
Punlyals 
Rheumatism 
8mall*poz    • 
Sore  Throat   and 

Qoineey    • 

8pM«9 

TTiraaii 
Venereal 
Uuknovm  Canscs 

Caenaltiee 


Decrease  of  Burials,  aa  ooapared  with  )  jg 
the  preceding  week  •       •  s 


Errata. — In  Mr.  Bird's  pitper  in  Itst 
number,  p.  703,  L  IS, /or  *<  abdomintl  v- 
tery,''  nad  **  mbdominai  aorta;"  L  34,^' 
**  subcla?ians,"  read  ^  sobclarian ;"  p.  708* 
1.  27,  to  *<  cutting  edge  of  the  knife,"  «U 
**  directed  downwards." 

^\vavn%(.^ou;V'<SaBXin%;vi  ;s?«e«aHn««!U  London* 
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LECTURES  '^  *P^if^  gravity  of  the  itinw.  —  The 

lungs  of  still-born  children  are  dense,  spe. 
OH  ci6cally  heavier  than  water,  and  thereforo 

sink  in  that  flaid ;   thorn  of  infants  bom 
FORENSIC    MEDICINE;         alive,  are  of  a  less  specific  gravity,  in  con. 

sequence  of  the  admission  of  air,  and  will 
IMivend  at  tht  Aldengate  School  if  Medicine^    float  in  water.    This  distinction  forms  the 

essence  of 

Bt  William  Cummin,  M.D.  ««    ,r  .        .  t        m  ^ 

'  The  Hydrastalie  Lung  Test. 

"■""  Hutory. — This  famous  test  was  first  pro- 

Lbctubb  XXI.  posed  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 

brANTtciDB    tmtinued.     Tlu    hydn^oHc  \T^,  TJ!"?^,  '^^ZJH  Z,f^\^ 

i«...#^     n.  .».•«•«  m^  ^m^i^*    r^tm^  believe  that  any  one  was  previously  ac 

«i«r««f-ij.  *^  «««.  '"^2^*"-g^fT  quainted  with  it,  though  Oalen  has  been 

tatimo^  to  id  «rt*-  iTr.  Hunte,',  oh-  erroneously  M«rtedb,  M>me  to  have  bad 

Jtctmu-Mcdt  <f«pptwg  the  hydroMie  Mme  knowledge  of  it. 

^t^^^^mmmgZfUi^U4»,h»wJ^^afrorf  J^^^  knew  nothing  about  it.     It  is 

k ^SZvMu,g  btLm  the  fff^,  rf  m-    f "f  \f^  ""J?*  '""If  !*•  '"»*"7,^i"i 

-W  /«•  a.  MKr<rti<m  ^  UiU-Sfih-OlJic.  »*t". "'  '^l.  T~*^*'  ^"'~"  •  w   .w 

lisw  uiniwrtri    Livt  tirift  mit<iuu(   njpira  »tiU  birtb.    It  were  indeed  impossible  that 

^.•—     M-j;j-.r ^.1-  i.j.,«rf«,.v Tirf  '  he  could,  for  he  laboured  under  the  most 

Cil^l^B^I  ^pL^T^LTtZ  rie»«n«  «"»'  •»  »»  t«>e  nature  of  the 

fi!!!!a^'^J^tLli^t^-^aZ!^!llZ  *''»"Se:   be  considered  It  not  as  the  con. 

"StaM  W-  t*.  A<c<M  orteriJraf  (tTpiOTna  f^^^j'^  or.hMpreporalory  ...  respiration. 

tX.lS^r  ""^  ""  "^    b';»r?l°'be^"or.l'J'k  iSuS?;  Sd 
Aijref  McsfMrniiMtt.  heavy,  they  become  whiUsh  and  light,— 

I  concLUDXD  the  last  lecture  with  an  ac-  an  admirable  provision  for  their  future 
emint  of  the  static  lung  test,  and  showed  functions ;  for  as  they  are  to  be  in  a  con- 
in  what  flianner  it  was  defective.  Like  stant  state  of  motion  during  life,  they 
■lott  of  the  tests  for  determining  the  ques-  would  be  very  ill  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
Hon  of  respiration,  it  deserves  to  have  but  were  they  to  remain  like  Mher  Jieah :  hence 
little  leliaiioe  placed  upon  it  per  m,  but  in  they  are  supplied  with  nothing  but  air,  and 
eoBiliination  with  others  it  is  often  capa-  a  very  small  ouantitv  of  thin  blood  !^ 
hie  of  giving  consistency  to  the  whole,  and  Nor  did  Harvey  know  any  thing  about 
ofeontribnung  a  certain  portion  of  proba-  the  hydrostatic  lung  test.  He  has  the 
hie  e?idenoe  for  or  against  the  fact  in  merit,  however,  of  being  probably  the  first 
fnestlon :  for  wliidi  reason  it  ought  never  who  proposed  a  test  of  respiration ;  for  he 
to  he  ncpeeted  in  iniestigations  concerning  has  hinted  that  the  difference  of  colour 
cUld  nnrder.  

Wo  sImII  now  proce^  to  oonsider  the        •  oaleni  Opera  Omnia ,  nc^  XP««at  Toiv  «« 

Mk  point  to  he  attended  to  m  examining    a^f^ov  lAopmw.   \0701  it,  torn.  v.  v.  w^^ 
tbe  nuigs  of  new-born  cUldien.  Ed.  Bull,  1638. 
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obsenred  after  birth  might  be  made  a  whether  the  §iokinff  of  the  lungs  piofed 
means  of  distinguishing  whether  the  fcetus  that  the  child  was  dead  before  birth }  To 
efer  respired  or  not.  I  have  already  point-  this  also  he  replied  in  the  ncgatiTe;  he- 
ed out  the  passage  in  his  work,  De  Gent-  cause  the  child  might  hare  beea  bora 
ratione  Anirnalium,  in  which  this  idea  is  alive,  though  it  did  not  immediatdy 
broached  ^  breathe ;  and  there  are  cases  in  whiel, 

Bartholinus,  in  1663,  stated  the  simple  though  the  entire  lungs  sink,  a  portioA  ti 

fact  that  the  lungs  of  the  still-bom  are  them  will  float. 

found  to  sink  in  water,  while  those  of  The  sophistry  of  some  of  Bohn's  reasoot 

children  that  have  breathed  float.     But  it  will  hereafter  lie  seen,  when  we  come  t» 

was  Swammerdam,  in  1667,  who  first  ex-  consider  the  objections  to  the  test  sjsteina- 

plained  the  phenomenon.  tically ;  but  they  had  their  weight  wba 

Karl  Rayger,  however,  is  distinctly  en-  first  advanced,  and  already  some  of  the 

titled  to  the  honour  of  being  the  original  faculties  began  to  be  shaken.    The  Leip- 

projKiser  of  the  test.    Writing  in  1677,  in  zig  faculty,  indeed,  as  early  as  1699^  pn>- 

the  Miscellanea  Nalune  Curiosorum,  he  says,  nounced  the  prudent  and  cantions  oeci- 

'*  we  have  in  the  swimming  of  the  lungs  a  sion,  **  that  the  swimming  of  the  lungs 

proof  of  the  child  having  survived  birth;  in  water  was  not  always  a  proof  conclusive 

and  in  their  sinking  in  water,  evidence  of  of  the  child  having  been  bom  alive." 

still- birth  :   whence  we  have  the  means  of  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  frait- 

convicting  the  murderess,  and  of  arriving  fulness  of  the  hydrosti|tic  lung  test  ts  a 

at  the  truth."  subject  of  controversy  during  the  gieater 

About  five  years  afterwards.  Dr.  John  portion  of  the  eighteenth  eentaiy,  (ram 

Schreyer,  Physikus  at  Zeitz,  is  said  to  the  fact  that  C.  F.  Daniel,  the  younger,  ia 

have    actually    employed   the    test  in   a  a  dissertation  published  in  1780,  states  tbs 

medicolegal  case;    and  already,  in  the  opinions  of  no  less  than  107  aathoritiei, 

years  1683  and  168-1,  we  find  several  of  the  who  had  treated  of  the  proofs  of  live  aid 

medical  faculties  in  Germany  recognizing  still  birth  up  to  that  year.     To  ennments 

the  hydrostatic  test,  and  ascribing  all  the  more  than  a  few  of  these,  would  be  to  oe- 

credit  of  it  to  Rayger  and  Schreyer.  cupy  time  that  might  be  better  emploved. 

But  opposition  was  of  course  to  be  ex-  It  may  be  "Stated,  however,  that  Teiefa- 

pected ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find  several  meyer  and  Alberti  were  among  those  who 

able  adversaries  entering  the  lists,  to  shew  contributed  most  signally  to  the  a^joit- 

the  insufficiency  and  the  fallacy  of  the  ment  of  the  true  value  of  the  hydrastatie 

new  method  of'^  proof.    Zeller  and  fiohn  test*    The  former  confesses  that  there  are 

were  among  the  foremost  of  these.    The  cases  in  which  this  lung  test  is  not  ap- 

former  chiefly  addressed  himself  to  the  plicable;  in  which,  consequently,  the meoi- 

sinking  of  the  lungs,  which  he  said  did  cal  jurist  can  be  of  little  avail,  and  the 

not  always  indicate  that  the  infant  was  result  of  the  inquiry  must  be  left  to  the 

bom  dead.    He  mentioned,  that  he  had  legal  faculty  altogether.    Alberti,  also,  in 

tried  the  experiment  with  the  lungs  of  a  his  excellent  dissertation  *'  De  pnlmonom 

lamb  which  had  lived  half  an  hour,  and  subsidentium  experiment  prudenti  appU- 

found  that  they  sank.     He  also  stated  catione;  HalsB,  1728,''  did  much  towards 

other  experiments,  and  quoted  a  case  in  reducing  the  proofs  of  live  and  still  birth 

which  the  lungs  of  a  child  sank,  although  to  their  proper  value, 

the  grandmother  and  mother,  an  the  torture^  Both  Morgagni  and  Haller  riecogniied 

declared  that  the  child  had  cried  after  the  hydrostatic  test  as  capable  of  arordiag 

birth,  when  it  was  put  into  a  vessel  of  satisfactory  evidence,  when  managed  with 

water!  suitable  caution  and  discrimination.    As 

Bobn  was  the  sturdiest,  as  well  as  the  farly  as  1758  we  find  Haller  experimeat* 
soundest,  of  the  early  opponents  of  the  log  on  the  efieets  of  putrefaction  in  modi- 
lung  test.  He  put  the  question,— whether  ffing  the  results  of  the  test.  He  shewed 
the  lungs  of  a  child  which  breathed  after  that  a  moderate  degree  of  putrefaction  did 
birth  always  float,  and  whether  this  float-  oot  prevent  the  sinking  of  the  lungs  of  the 
ing  be  a  sure  sign  that  the  child  was  live-  still-bom,  but  that  when  more  completely 
bom?  The  reply,  he  insisted,  should  be  decomposed  they  would  certainly  float: 
in  the  negative ;  because  the  lungs  of  a  ^^  advised,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  seca- 
deadbom  infant  might,  by  artificial  infla-  nty,  that  other  parts  of  the  infant  shonld 
tion,  be  made  to  swim  in  water;  because  ^  immersed  in  water,  when,  if  they  swao^ 
further,  air  might,  during  birth,  make  its  the  lungs,  it  might  be  concluded,  swam 
way  into  the  mouth  and  lungs  of  the  ftlso  through  putridity,  and  not  from  air 
child;  and  finally,  because  putrefaction  introduced  by  the  process  of  respiration, 
might  render  the  experiment  uncertain.  It  is  important  to  know  what  was  tbt 
He  then  proposed  a  second  question,^  final  opinion  of  the  great  HaJler  on  the 

hydrostatic  test :  I  shall  quote  it  from  his 

*  Lecture  I.  p.  4,  ante,  "  Opus  quinquaginta  annoram>'*  the  edi- 
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lion  of  his  Physiology  on  which  he  labour-  estimate   entertained   of  its  value,  long 

ed  till  his  latest  hour.    After  mentioning  previous  to  the  publication  of  Hunter's 

that  the  lungs  of  birds  are  not  speedily  so  tract  in  this  country. 
affected  by  respiration  as  to  become  spe-         It  is  difficult  to  say   what  was    the 

eifically  lighter  than   water,   he  says—  amount  of  information  which  was  afloat 

**  But  in  regard  to  man,  and  animals  re*  at  this  time  among  practitioners  in  Eng- 

tembling  him  in  structure,  a  proof  which  land,  with  respect  to  the  proofs  of  infanti- 

may  be  safely  relied  on  may  be  deduced  cide ;  but  there  is  reason  to  beKeve  that 

ftom  this  phenomenon,  showing  whether  there  were  vague  notions  of  the  hydrosta- 

an  infant  nas  been  bom  alive  and  has  tic  test  to  be  met  with,  and  that  much 

breathed,    or  whether  it  was  still-bom.  mischief  was  done  bj  persons  undertaking 

We  may  be  sure  that  a  child  has  survived  the  application  of  it  without  any  proper 

birth  when  the  lungs  float  in  water;    nor  regard  to  its  nature  and  objects.    It  was 

can  there  be  any  fallacy,  unless  there  has  this  that  gave  occasion  to  Dr.  Hunter,  in 

either  been  artificial  inflation,  or  putridity  the  last  year  of  his  life,  to  draw  up  a  paper 

to  a  sufficient  extent  to  render  the  specific  on  whatne  called  the  "  Uncertainty  of  the 

gravity  of  the  lungs  less  than  that   of  8i^s  of  Child-murder."  but  in  which  his 

water.    A  small  amount  of  putridity  will  chief  object  seems  to  nave  been,  to  shew 

sot  effect  this,  but  a  considerable  degree  the  uncertainty  of  the  hydrostatic  test  as 

wSlL    It  is  in  this  way  that  I  reconcile  the  a  proof  of  respiration.    The  avowed  pur. 

apparently  contradictory  experiments  of  pose  of  the  paper  was  **  to  save  the  lives  of 

distingnisned  observers.     I  have  myself  unfortunate  women"  who  might  be  exposed 

seen  the  lungs  sink,  after  they  had  been  to  the  hazard  of  capital  conviction  on  in- 

Ibr  some  months  in  the  body  of  a  foetus  sufficient  evidence;  and  never  was  a  superfi. 

bnried  in  a  privy ;   and  it  was  the  means  cial  sophistical  composition  attended  with 

of  saving  the  accused.    When  putridity  more  success.    Dr.  Hunter  was  very  im- 

has  attained  its  utmost  extent,  and  every  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 

gas  has  completely  escaped,  the  residue  test  which  he  iittacked,  and  has  fallen  into 

again  sinks.    Nor  shall  the  medical  exa>  several  errors  in  the  few  pa^es  which  he 

miner  even  then  give  an  erroneous  opinion,  dtMOtta  to  a  pretended  examination  of  its 

if,  when  he  sees  the  lungs  float  in  ommt*  merits ;  yet  there  was  no  one  to  answer 

^pmrnrntk  af  mppnsid  pnftriiilqf^'  ha  simply  him :  his  authority  was  all  in  all  in  those 

ti^tbatimiUeof  obserrfikg whether  the  days;  and  the  paper  in  question,  which 

other  Tisoera  swim  also.    If  he  find  this  to  was  not  published  till  after  his  death,  was 

be  the  case,  he  may  conclude  that  the  looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  last  legacy  to  his 

loDgs  float,  not  through  air  naturally  re-  countrymen.    As  such,  it  has  basn  always 

spired,  bnt  through  gases  generated  from  received  in  this  country  with  marked  re- 

tne  tissues,  and  which  may  be  seen  form-  spect;  and,  being  written  in  a  very  popu- 

ing  themselves  in  bubbles  over  the  whole  lar  and  plausible  strain,  it  has  secured  for 

surface  of  the  lungs  as  well  as  of  the  foetal  itself  almost  the  rank  of  a  classic  with 

body  *."  certain  of  the  older  members  of  the  bench 

And  in  the  Addenda,  published*  with  and  bar.    No  medical  man  can  safely  enter 

the  -Sth  volume  of  the  Elementa   Phy.  the  witness  box,  on  a  trial  for  infanticide, 

siologise,  we  find  the  question  thus  con-  without  being  acquainted  with  the  "  ce- 

cisely  disposed  of: — ^"'The  result  of  all  the  lebrated  tract  of  Dr.  W.  Hunter;"  nor 

experiments  and  observations  which  have  need  he  attempt  to  appear  for  the  prose- 

been  made  on  the   subject    amounts  to  cution    unless  he  be  able   to  meet    Dr. 

this — 1.  That  the  lungs  of  a  child  that  has  Hunter's  objections. 
not  breathed  will  sink— unless  they  be        With  a  view  of  laying  the  case  fairly 

affected    with   a  considerable   degree  of  before  medical  practitioners,  and  of  ena- 

pQtridity;   and  2.  That  lungs  which  once  bling  them  to  comprehend  its  intricacies 

inspired  atmospheric  air,  will  swim  in  familiarly,  I  was  lately  induced  to  publish 

water— unless  the  inspiration  have  been  a  little  manual,  to  which  I  would  beg  to 

veij  imperfect,  or  some  manifest  disease  direct  your  attention.      It  contains  the 

have    jnendered    the    pulmonary    tissue  whole  of  Dr.  Hunter's  paper,  with  such 

dense."  observations  appended  as  I  thought  were 

f  have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  necessary  to  expose  and  remedy  its  weak 

Haller^  opinions,  because  they  may  be  points ;  and  subjoined  you  will  find  a  sum- 

dmsidered  as  representing,  if  not  giving  the  mary  of  the  proofs  of  infanticide,  brought 

teoe-to,  those  01  all  the  other  g^reat  autho-  up  to  the  present  state  of  medico- 1^^ 

if  tics  of  the  continent    The  hydrostatic  knowledge*. 

test,  it  will  thos  be  seen,  was  thoroughly        In  the  subsequent  remarks  on  the  hy- 

■ndientood   in    Germany,  and  a  proper  drostatic  test,  it  will  rarely  if  at  alV.^ 

*  De  Corporis  Hnmanl  Ikbrica  et  (Viacilooibos ;        *  The  Proofs  of  lnf&nt\c\de  coiM\^%t«^*     V.^^^- 

IMB.  vH.  ^88,  sd.  Botd*  1779,  doo,  1886.    Longmttn  and  Co. 
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Becessary  to  refer  to  Dr.  Hunter.    All  his  gases  are  abundantly  genera  led,  and  caa- 

objections,  however  (tboagh  I  should  not  not  immediately  escape,  they  are  bnoyaai; 

cful  them  bis,  for  they  were  proposed  by  and  swim  in  water.     But  putrid  Inngt  de 

others  some  eighty  or  ninety  years  earlier),  not  always  float;  the^may  notbeanffideatlj 

are  fullv  considered,  and  the  Tarioas  bear-  putrid,  or  their  putridity  nraybaveattaiMi 

ings  of 'the  subject  are  contemplated  to  an  such  a  degree  as  to  keep  them  at  the  boC 

extent  of  which   he  seems  to  have  had  tom,  even  though  they  hiad  once  omitaiiwi 

scarcely  any  idea.  air  in  their  air-cells.    In  the  latter  case^ 

Let  me  give  you  one  short  caution  ere  by  the  way,  the  hydrostatic  test  is  of  ao 

we  proceed.    Do  not  suppose,  as  many  use ;  and  neither  will  any  other  test  avail ; 

have  hastily  done,  that  the   hydrostatic  for  the  inllant's  body  must,  in  mch  a  stale 

test  is  a  test  of  infanticide ;  it  is  only  a  of  things,  be  one  mass  of  cormptioB. 
test  of  re^riration  .<•  the  question  of  infanti-        The  attainment  of  the  latter  eonditiaa 

cide  must  be  determined  by  ulterior  consi.  generally  requires  much  time;  bnt  thcrs 

deration!!.    There  are  many  cases  of  al-  are  circumstances  in  which  pntresoencj 

leged  infanticide,  in  which  the  hydrostatic  may  be  developed  sooner  than  might  it 

test  Is  capable  of  affording  no  light ;  but,  expected ;  as,  for  instance,  where  an  inlkat 

on  the  other  band,    there  are  many  in  has  been  immersed  in  water  for  a  week  or 

which  it  is  fully  adequate  to  decide  the  es-  ten  days,  and    then  is  exposed,  to  the 

sential  preliminary  point-r  whether  the  in.  air  for  about  four-and  twenty  boors.    The 

fant  breathed;  for  tnis  is  the  sign  of  life  viscera  undergo  rapid  decompositioa,  and 

which  is  in  general  required  on  trials  for  the  lungs  are  commonly  fonnd  pntrid.    Se 

child- murder.  rapid    and  energetic  is  the  erolutioa  of 

Mode  ofapp'yine  the  httdroitatic  lung  teU. —  gases  in  adults,  under  these  circnmstances, 

In  order  to  apply  this  test  properly,  we  that,  as  M.  Devergie  informs  os,  bodies 

ought  to  have  a  vessel  (such  as  a  glass  exhibited  at  the  Moivue  are  fbeqoeBtly 

jar)  of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain  both  observed  to  change  their   position,  and 

the  lungs  and  heart,  and  to  suffer  them  common   people  looking  on,    are    odea 

treely  to  float  or  sink,  according  to  circum-  alarmed,  fancying  that  the  movements  are 

stances.    Pure  river  or  rain  water  should  voluntary. 

be  used,  and  its  temperature  should  neither        But  in  ordinary  cases  submitted  to  the 

be  too  low  nor  too  high — say  60®  Fahr.  medico-legal  examiner^say  wiUiinafev 

The  vessel  being  nearly  full,  let  the  lungs  hours  or  days  after  birth — Uieie  can  be  no 

and  heart  and  the  thymus  be  removed  room  for  even  supposing  the  presence  of 

from  the  chest  (taking  care  previously  to  putrefaction.      In    fact,   the    lungs    are 

tie  the  large  blood- vessels),  and  let  the  known  to  be  amonff  the  last,  if  net  the 

whole  be  placed  in  the  water  together.  very  last,  parts  of  the  body  whidi  beeone 

We  should  then  observe  whether  the  putrid ;  and  it  has  often  happened,  that 

parts,  thus  collectively,  swim  or  sink.    If  when  the  body  of  anin/knt  has  oeen  found 

the  latter,  whether  they  reach  the  bottom  in  a  state  of  putridity,  the  lungs  have  still 

quickly  or  ^lowly.    The  lungs  ma^  then  been  fresh,  and  fit  for  the  application  of 

be  separated  from  the  heart,  and  tried  one  the  proper  tests. 

after  the  other,  as  to  their  tendency  to        When,  however,  there  is  reason  to  sos- 

sink  or  remain  bu(nrant    The;jr  may  next  pect  that  the  lungs  float  owing  to  tbb 

be  cut  in  pieces,  and  examined  in  detail  as  cause,    let  them  be   examined  ;    and  if 

to  their  gravitating  properties ;   and  ulti-  putrid  gases  are  really  developed,  render- 

mately  the  fhigments  may  be  pressed  so  as  ing  them  kpecifically  lighter  than  water, 

to  expel  the  air  as  completely  as  possible,  those  gases  will  be  seen,  in   lai^  bub- 

.   The  ffcneral  conclusions  deducible  from  ble-like    vesideii,    on     Uie  snrflice   and 

the  hydrostatic  test,  are,  1st,  that  if  the  between  the  lobules;  whence  they  may 

lungs  swim,  the  infant  breathed,  or  was  be    readily    expelled  by    pressure  nnder 

bom  alive;  2dly,  that  if  they  sink,  the  water.    For  greater  certainty,  the  Inngs 

infant  did  not  breathe — it  was  still-bom.  may  be  cut  m  pieces,   and    eadi  piece 

r  L    r  pressed  separately :  sudi  pressure  will  not 

(A.)  Smmnung  ofthg  Lungs.  destroy  the  buovancy  of  the  parte,  if  they 

If  the  lungs,  wholly  or  in  part,  swim,  have  ever  received  atmospheric  air  into 

the  inference  is,  that  respiration  to  some  their  cells ;   whereas  they  sink  at  onee  if 

extent,  more  or  less,  has  taken  place ;  but  they  had  floated  through  mere  putridity, 
there  are  certain    doubts    or    objections        {h),  Anemphytematau$eondiiummmycaam 

which  mav  be  raised,  and  are  to  be  re-  the  floating  of  the  lungs.    It  sometiaicB 

moved,  before  our  absolute  decision  is  pro-  happens  that  infants  suffer  violence  in  the 

nbunced.  birth;  the  labour,  perhaps,  being  tedioas, 

OhfectionM.—'(a.)  Putrefacti4m  may  cause  and  the  mother  malformed.    The  ridca  of 

the  lungs  to  float.    This  is  trae,  in  cer-  the  chest  may  be  so  pressed  againat  tiie 

tain  circumstances:  when  the  lungs  are  substance  of  the  lungs  as  to  do  those 

in  that   state  of  pulKfacUou  In  ^YA^Vi  ot^us  iniury :  they  bMome  inflamed  and 
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jmfiy,  containing  air  in  large  Tesiclea  on  but  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor,  of  Gnj's  Hospital, 
their  surface ;  and  this  is  what  some  au-  and  the  late  Mr.  Jennings,  of  LcMunington, 
thors  call  emphysema.  When  such  a  state  are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  having,  by 
does  exist,  it  may  be  recognized  b^  the  their  experiments,  which  were  conducted 
experience  eye,  and  by  the  superficial  air  indepenaently,  and  almost  about  the  same 
expelled,  as  in  the  case  of  the  putrid  time,  put  the  efficiency  of  the  method  be- 
gases.  No  serious  obstacle  consequently  vond  a  question.  Roth  have  shown  that 
can  arise  fVom  this  cause  to  the  applica-  by  wringing  the  lungs  in  a  strong  cloth, 
tion  of  the  hydrostatic  test.  the  air  may  be  so  perfectly  expelled  from 

(c.)  Ahr  may  have  been  artificially  intro-  the  inflated  lungs  of  a  still-born  infant, 
dueed. — The  static  test  may  be  here  brought  that  they  shall  all  and  ever^  part  of  them 
to  our  aid.  Air  blown  into  the  lungs  of  a  sink  in  water:  whereas,  m  the  case  of 
Btill-bom  child  never  produces  all  the  lungs  that  have  naturally  respired,  even 
changes  which  follow  natural  respiration,  the  smallest  particles  still  remain  buoyant 
The  moment  the  atmospheric  air  is  ad-  — as  long,  in  fact,  as  there  is  any  portion 
mitted  into  the  lungs  of  a  living  child,  of  them  not  completely  mashed.  Mr. 
those  organs  are  expanded,  and  their  ves-  A!  Taylor,  indeed,  does  not  think  it  neces- 
■els  filled  with  blood  from  the  heart,  sary  to  carry  the  compression  to  such  an 
Their  weight  consequently  is  increased, —    extreme  degree  *. 

doubled,  as  we  have  seen  in  some  in-  The  objection  that  artificial  inflation 
stances :  so  that  by  comparing  the  weight  might  have  been  practised,  it  must  be  con- 
of  the  lungs  with  the  weight  of  the  body,  fessied,  may  sometimes  present  the  medical 
a  presumption  of  much  importance  may  jurist  with  more  than  ordinary  difficulty. 
be  formed.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ought  to 

The  appearance  of  the  lungs  affords  a  save  him  from  vexatious  and  needless  in- 
strong  indication.  Experiment  shows  that  vestigation.  The  truth  is,  that  such  a 
the  lungs  of  an  infant,  perfectly  still-born,  plea  on  behalf  of  an  accused  mother  is 
the  moment  the  air  is  blown  into  them,  extremely  rare,  not  only  because,  in  most 
undergo  a  remarkable  change  both  in  co-  cases,  it  has  no  foundation  in  truth,  but 
lour  and  bulk.  Their  colour,  from  being  because,  to  render  it  probable,  evidence  of 
of  a  dark  chocolate  hue,  becomes  a  florid  many  collateral  facts  ought  to  be  forth- 
or  bright  scarlet,  and  their  volume,  instead  coming.  The  female  who  would  endea- 
of  occupying  a  small  portion  merely  of  the  Tour  to  save  her  child  by  inflating  its 
contracted  chest,  is  now,  by  the  admission  lungs,  should  have  given  other  proofs,  be- 
of  air,  constantly  increased.  When  a  sides,  of  her  maternal  tenderness :  she 
blow-pipe  is  introduced  into  the  trachea,  should  not  have  concealed,  at  least  from 
the  chest  having  been  previously  opened,  some  intimate  friend,  the  fact  of  her  preg- 
these  striking  appearances  are  immediate-  nancy ;  her  delivery  should  not  have  been 
}y  produced.  But  when  inflation  is  at-  secret ;  she  should  have  prepared  for  the 
tempted  by  the  mouth,  the  alteration  of  birth — the  livin<  birth— of  her  infant; 
colour  as  well  as  increase  of  volume  are  there  should  be  no  marks  of  wilful  violence 
only  partial ;  and  this  affords  one  of  the  on  the  body :  in  short,  it  is  easy  to  judge 
distinguidiing  characters  between  the  two  from  the  history  of  any  given  case,  whe-  • 
states  of  the  lungs  in  question.  While  ther  the  accused  wished  the  life  or  death  of 
inflation  tried  on  the  still-bom  infant,  the  child,  and  therefore  whether  it  is  likely 
with  a  view  to  resuscitation,  is  never  found  she  toould,  (even  allowing  that,  with  suffi- 
to  operate  completely  the  changes  just  cient  strength  and  self-possession  at  such 
mentioned,  natural  respiration,  especially  a  moment,  she  could)  inflate  the  infant's 
when  the  child  is  bom  mature,  and  there    lungs. 

is  no  congenital  disorder  of  the  lungs  pre-  The  idea  has  also  been  broached,  that  pot- 
•ent,  renders  those  organs  uniformly  of  a  sibly  inflation  might  have  been  practised  by 
bright  pink  or  rosy  hue,  and  their  volume  some  malicious  person,  in  order  to  trump 
throughout  is  augmented.  up  a  charge  of  infanticide  against  the  mo- 

Again:  another  peculiarity  by  which  ther.  Now  there  happens  never  to  have 
the  effects  of  inflation  may  be  dis.  been,  as  we  trust  there  never  will  be,  an 
tiDguished  from  those  of  respiration,  is,  instauce  of  this  kind  of  villainy.  Only 
thai  strong  and  energetic  pressure  will  consider  all  that  would  be  required  to 
canse  to  sink  every  particle  of  lungs  arti-  make  it  in  any  degree  effective.  The  dia- 
fieialljr  inflated,  while  no  mere  pressure,  bolical  perpetrator  of  such  a  deed  should 
short  of  absolute  breaking  up  and  mash-  have  some  medical  and  medico-legal  know- 
iag  of  the  parts,  will  cause  those  lungs  ledge ;  his  interference,  too,  could  hardly 
inEoUy  to  sink  with  which  an  infant  has    have  been  premeditated— at  least  it  must 

aatiiorally  respired.  — ? 

Wa  are  indebted  to  Beclard  for  the  first       •  Medical  sad   Pbysicsl  Joornal,  May  1888, 
ioggMtion  of  the  application  of  pressure ;    p.  876. 
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be  contingent  on  the  infant  being  bom  nization  in  a  new-bom  infant,  as  tbat 
dead.  In  this  case,  too,  there  should  be  every  part  of  them  should  sink.  Cot  tbesa 
no  collusion,  or  semblance  of  guilt,  about  organs,  then,  in  pieces,  and  obaeiTe  wka- 
the  mother;  no  secrecy,  no  feigning,  nor  ther  they  all  sink:  if  they  do,  ibem  ctt 
dissembling:  in  fine,  no  violence  on  the  have  been  no  respiration, 
body  of  the  child ;  or  should  there  be  (fr.)  The  injunt  may  have  been  too  foMo  to 
marks  of  violence,  they  should  be  such  as  respire  sufficiently  to  cause  the  hingt  to 
were  probably  inflicted  after  death,  not  float :  those  organs  sink  becanse  their  air- 
before  it,  as  the  infant  is  presumed  to  have  cells  have  been  only  Tery  ]wrtlally  a- 
been  still-born;  so-  that,  on  a  little  reflec-  panded.  Granted  that  they  may  sink  ia 
tion,  it  must  be  seen  how  almost  utterly  im-  their  totality  or  integrity,  vet  nnleas,  vpoa 
possible  it  would  be  to  substantiate  a  plea  dividing  them  into  smaU  pieces,  every 
of  this  kind,  were  it  ever  set  up  in  a  trial  portion  sinks,  the  efficiency  of  the  hydr». 
for  infanticide.  static  test  rests  unimpaired.  Both  expt- 
{d.)  The  infant  might  have  breathed  in  the  pat-  riment  and  theonr  warrant  the  dedoelloa 
M^e.— It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  an  infant  that  it  is  impossible  the  Innn,  ia  whole 
may  breathe,  and  yet  die,  before  it  is  wholly  and  in  part,  should  sink,  if  tbej  once  rt- 
expelled  from  the  mother;  but  if  it  be  so  ceived  air.  There  is,  however,  one  etn, 
vigorous  as  to  commence  respiration  thus  and  we  believe  only  one,  on  record,  ia 
early,  what  may  have  caused  its  death  be.  which  the  lungs,  and  eveiy  part  of 


fore  it  was  wholly  bom  ?  Such  cases  ore  are  said  to  have  sunk^the  sninect  bdac 
universally  admitted  to  be  rare,  and  when  an  infant  known  to  have  uved  and 
they  do  occur,  to  be  owing  to  tedious  de.  breathed  for  a  time.  Dr.  Bent,  of  Ti- 
ll very,  or  some  physical  obstacle  on  the  enna,  relates  the  case.  In  a  seven  monthsP 
part  of  the  child,  or  the  mother,  in  the  way  child,  which  lived  (100  hawrs,  the  Inngt,  he 
of  malformation.  If  anything  of  ^is  says,  were  ten  and  a  half  grains  heavier 
kind  have  caused  the  infant's  death,  it  than  their  volume  of  water,  and  toery 
ought  so  to  appear  in  evidence.  Respira-  fragment  tank.  But,  with  all  doe  defereaee 
tion  in  the  passages  may  also  take  place,  to  the  high  authority  on  which  this  foct  is 
where  the  child  is  bom  by  the  feet,  and  the  stated,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  cs« 
head  is  detained  for  some  time ;  or  where  periment  was  carried  sufficiently  far  to 
the  hand  is  introduced  to  accelerate  a  te-  ascertain  thateuery  portion,  however  small, 
dious  labour.  But  neither  of  these  cases  sank  under  the  given  drcnmstances.  At 
is  likely  to  occur  in  the  practice  of  legal  all  events,  the  most  rigorous  condosioa 
medicine,  for  they  imply  the  presence  of  respecting  the  present  objection  can 
medical  or  other  assistance ;  at  least  the  amount  only  to  thi»— that  here  is  a  soli- 
circumstances  preclude  the  idea  of  conceal-  tary  instance  in  which  the  hydrostetie 
ment  The  obiection,  therefore,  of  breath-  test  does  not  show  that  air  had  heen.ad- 
ing  before  delivery,  ought  not  to  1)e  ad-  mitted  into  the  lungs,  even  where  respinu 
milled  without  some  feasible  ground.  It  tion  is  known  to  have  taken  place, 
is  to  be  recollected,  also,  that  the  hydro-  Whenever  the  medical  inrist  finds  bim- 
static  test,  in  shewing  that  the  child  did  self  in  this  difficulty — which  confessedly 
breathe,  has  performed  its  office  :  tohen  it  will  very  rarely  happen --he  must  only  rest 
breathed,  and  wheref  must  be  made  out  by  his  decision  on  the  application  of  the  other 
other  evidence.  tests — the  colour,  consistence,  and  voluns 

of  the  lungs ;    their  absolote  weicht  as 

(B.)  Sinking  if  the  lAings.  compared  with  that  of  the  whole  body ;  the 

The  sinking  of  the  lungs,  wholly  and  condition  of  the  vessels  of  the  liver  and 

every  part,  proves  that  the  infant  never  heart;  the  state  of  the  stomach,  nmhilicas, 

respired—provided  the  following  doubts  or  kc.    From  all  these,  with  a  proper  regard 

objections  cannot  be  plausibly  urged.  to  their  relative  and  combined  value,  he 

Objections:  (a.)  The  lung*  moy  be  diseated.-^  will  be  able  to  derive  a  satisfactory  oon- 

No  doubt  there  are  diseases  which  begin  elusion. 

even  in  fostal  life ;  and  the  lungs  of  an  (c)  An  infant  may  live  for  a  ehart  time 

infant  may  be  so  studded  with  tubercles,  without  breathing,-^  The  English  law  dis- 

or  gorged  with  blood  or  other  fluids,  that  tinctlv  recognizes  this  fact,  though  ths 

even  though  respiration  have  partially  be-  Scotch  does  not.    A  child  may  be  bom  in 

gnn,  they  sink  when  put  in  water.   Or  they  the  membranes*-or  vrith  a  con/,  as  ths 

may    be    affected   with  Jorg's   atelectaiis,  vulgar  designate  it— and  in  that  state  it 

as  we  shall  hereafter  see.    But  this  state  may  be  destroyed,  yet  the  hydrostatic  test 

of  things  can  scarcely  lead  into  error;  give  no   evidence  that   it  had  survived 

the  eye   of  the   pathologist    can   judge  birth.    This  is  trae :  for  the  hydrostatic 

of  the  presence  of  disease ;  and,  brides,  test  only  indicates  that  breathing  did^  or 

if  respiration  have  taken  place,  the  lungs  did  not,  take  place ;  and,  of  course,  in  the 

cannot  be  so  complete  a  mass  of  disorga-  circumstances  in  question,  does  not  apply. 
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Bat  neither  do  any  of  the  other  tests  with  ages  were  then  procured,  under  circura* 
which  we  are  acquainted.  The  only  means,  stances  exactly  known  as  to  their  haring 
therefore,  hy  which  this  objection  can  be  ne?er  respired,  imperfectly  respired,  or 
removed,  is,  by  moral  evidence  of  the  fact  respired  perfectly.  By  the  careful  immer* 
that  the  infant  never  mo?ed.  sion  of  the  organs  of  tne  chest,  in  each  case, 

Such  are  the  peculiarities  of  the  hvdro-  a  scale  in  the  respective  columns  was 
static  test  in  its  simple  form,  and  such  the  formed,  which  was  to  serve  as  a  standard 
precautions  to  be  used  in  applying  it.  of  comparison  for  the  lung^  and  hearts  of 

other  foetuses,  the  history  of  which  might 
ModyuMtionsofths  Hydrottatic  Test.  be  unknown,  but  the  fact  of  whose  respi- 

Two  methods  have  been  proposed,  and    ration  might  be  hereby  determined. 
one    of  them    actually  put  in  practice,        Several  objections  have  been  made  to  the 
vrhereby  the  common  mode  of  observing  .efficiency  of  this  instrument,  and  even  to 
the  specific  gravity  of  the  lungs  might  be    its*  accuracy  ;   inasmuch  as  it  is  found- 
improved,  ed  on  principles  which  are  rather  more 

DameCa  tat, — ^Daniel,  in  1780,  contrived  theoretically  than  practically  ti'ue.  It 
a'balancejonescaleof  which  was  suspended  will  not  lie  necessary  for  me  here  to 
in  a  tin  or  sheet  iron  vessel,  large  enough  enter  into  an  examination  of  these 
to  permit  the  free  immersion  of  the  oigans  points  :>  suffice  it  to  say,  that  while 
of  the  chest.  First,  the  lungs,  heart,  and  Bemt's  method  is  perhaps  more  simple, 
thymus,  were  carefully  removed  from  the  and  better  suited  to  practical  purposes, 
body,  tying  the  large  blood  vessels  ;  they  than  Daniel's,  it  is  still  very  far  from  be. 
were  weinied  in  the  usual  manner:  the  ing  so  free  from  faults  ^independently  of 
heart  and  thymus  were  then  weighed  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  required 
separately— the  difference  of  weight  be-  vessel),  as  to  render  it  likely  ever  to  be 
ing  that  of  the  lungs.  The  lungs  were  adopted  by  medical  jurists  in  this  country. 
then  weighed  in  water  (being  caused  to  Even  in  Germany  it  has  never,  I  believe, 
sink,  if  necessary,  by  an  additional  appa-  been  more  than  once  employed  in  a  court 
ratns),  so  as  to  ascertain  their  loss  of  of  justice;  and  in  France  it* seems  to  have 
weight  in  that  fluid,  which  of  course  met  with  no  reception. 
depended  on  their  volume,— the  loss  of  ^  ^  r^ 

weight    on  hydrostatic    principles  being        Proofs  of  Retpiratum  from  the  CircuUtory 

Soal  to  that  of  the  bulk  of  water  dis-  Apparatut, 

iced.  Hence,  for  example,  lungs  equi.  When  an  infant  has  begun  to  breathe, 
valent  in  volume  would  lose  equal  weights,  certain  changes  immediately  take  place  in 
although  the  same  lungs,  before  immersion,  the  organs  provided  for  the  circulation 
might  nave  been  to  each  other  as  2  to  ].  In  of  the  blood.  A  change,  for  example,  oc* 
this  case  the  probability  would  be  that  the  curs  in  the  shape  and  size  of  the  arterial 
lungs  weighing  1  in  air  were  artificially  in-  duct,  in  the  position  of  the  foramen  ovale, 
flated.  and  in  the  venous  canal.    Each  of  these 

The  design  of  Herr  Daniel  was  to  dis-  shall  be  noticed  separately;  but  first  let  us 
tinguish,  if  possible,  between  the  effects  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  locality  of  the 
of  respiration,  and  those  of  artificial  in-  principal  parts  concerned ;  they  are  repre- 
llation.  But  the  utmost  that  could  be  sented  in  the  following  figure  of  the  pecu* 
gained  by  the  practical  use  of  his  method,  liarities  of  the  foetus : — 
wonld  be  the  formation  of  tables,  whereby  Blood  is  supplied  from  the  placenta  (sup- 
ceitain  averages  might  be  determined  for  posed  to  be  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
resolving  doubtful  questions  concerning  page),  through  the  umbilical  vein  (r),  to 
respiration.  No  such  tables  have  ever  the  liver  (6,  c),  heart  (a),  and  thence  to 
been  constructed;  and  even  if  they  had  the  whole  of  Uie  body  of  the  foetus.  The 
been,  it  is  extremely  questionable  how  far  vein,  just  mentioneo,  having  sent  several 
thev  would  prove  satisfactory.  branches  into  tlie  liver,  communicates  di- 

Bsnii'f  let(.-— Prof.  Bemt,ofyienna,some  rectly  with  the  ascending  cava  (p)f  by  the 
yearsagOydevisedanotherplanfnrperfecting  vessel  (s)  which  is  peculiar  to  the  foetus, 
the  hydrostatic  test.  He  took  a  glass  jar,  and  is  named  the  venous  canal.  The  blood, 
a  foot  in  height,  and  three  and  a  hair  in  upon  reaching  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
diameter.  Two  pints  of  distilled  water  heart,  is  thence  propelled  into  the  pulmo- 
were  introduced  into  the  vessel,  and  the  nary  artery  {k).  Now,  previous  to  the 
letel  of  the  fluid  was  marked  accu-  commencement  of  the  respiratory  process 
ralely  and  permanently  on  the' glass,  —during  uterine  life,  for  example — a  very 
'Aree  double  columns  were  then  drawn  in  small  portion  of  blood  is  sent  to  the  lungs 
the  iame  manner  vertically  on  the  vessel ;  by  the  right  and  left  branches  of  the  ar* 
endli  lor  male  and  female  foetuses  of  seven  tery  last  mentioned  — ^perhaps  no  more 
montluy  eight  months,  and  nine  months,  than  thev  passively,  ana\ti\\i^\t  <2ic^«\i«R^ 
The  langs  and  hearts  of  foetuses  of  these    state,  admit ;  V>\il  \Yie  %tc8A.  T&as^  q>^  SN- v^ 
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Flo.  S7.— /'«niIuriifM  if  tAi  Fotiu. 

tbroon  directly  into Ihe  aorta,  thmugb  the  balfuiiDdiiiilangth.MiditocalibfeBMrij 
medium  of  the  arlerial  duct  (f).  Reipini-  eqnftl  to  that  of  Ine  pnlmoiMij  ■rici7. 
tion,  howerer,  haTing  once  begun,  a  mate-  Now,  according  to  Dr.  Bernt,  bnUhfaf 
rial  alteration  ij  obwrred  (n  take  place  in  hu  no  Moner  be^n  iImb  the^Kpeoftlie 
thii  latter  leuelj  and  this  we  now  proceed  dnct  alteti;  from  being  cflfitdiksl  it  be- 
ta notice.  comei  cooImI  ;  the  apertnie  bf  which  it  en- 
Statt  of  At  ortcrul  inei:  tkt  Viema  tttt.  teratheaortaat(n)beGomiiigcaMnctedaiid 
>— The  artetijj  dnct  (n,  6r.28}  Is  about  oTal.  Tlus)iappei»,saTiDr.Bemt,ei'eniii 
the  t-onrH  of  a  few  mooienti.  If  the  child 
t  hai  breathed  for  aome  honn,  or  daji,  tbe 
dnct  is  found  once  more  cjlindrical,  but 
much  contracted,  and  aborter;  aotbatili) 
DOW,  perhapn,  not  longer  than  one  of  tb* 
pnlfnonarj  bninchea.  Alter  retpiialioii 
for  a  week,  the  arterial  duct  la  dwindled 
to  the  lize  of  a  crow-qnill,  Itaving  been, 
befon  breathinr  commenced,  ftilly  ai  large 
ai  a  KOOK-qniU. 

If  these  cbBngeainrariabljtookplMeal 

tbe  epocba,  and  alter  tbe  mantier,  desciibcd 

hj  tbe  Vienna  prabtsor,  tliej  wooM  eo»- 

■tllnte  an  Inralnable  teat— m  wai,  indeadt 

at  first,  mott  wngnlnely  expected.    In  any 

case  of  dispnied  reiptratlon.  It  would  tb«i 

hare  been  only  necessary  to  laj  bare  tbe 

great  vessela  at  the  snmmit  of  tbe  heart, 

and  compare  the  arterial  dact  with  tbe  pal- 

monar;  artery  in  ahape  and  sise.  Bat,  oa* 

fortunately,  uiouRh  the  Ikct  of  tbe  Mcnr- 

F,Q  38,  leoce  of  thcoe  changei  is  nnqaeiUaaabtei 

they  are  not  foood  toproceed  with  diat  ot- 

^SST^'.!«I^^.5•.l,"''?" '"";?' "rS     ^"  ""^  n^nlariQr.  mnA  In*  with  Ibrt 

£dti2i>S.(T^  Tb?if.tS™,i.7Si?ifi     rapidity,  in  the Sm inataDce.  poiiit«]<«t 

i>*t(MdalitU<AanUiaa«W,IW      -         -        *-  " — *      "" —  *■' -i.—i  ■- 
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docribrd,  foraiah  raffident  erldenceof  ill 
piecuioumcts.  Otber  obm^en,  tuo,  h«Ts 
ailtd  in  fiDdinc  it  correct  i  m  Ibat  &t  pre- 
nnt  tlie  test  of  Bemt,  or  the  yitum  test, 
u  it  hai  been  called,  ii  onlj  coniidend  u 
K  lecoDdaTj  oat,  —  one,  koweter,  wbich 
ooght  nerer  to  be  OTerlooked  in  inieBllgkt- 
Ing  tbe  quettioD  of  liie  or  Mill  birth  ;  for 
hoWETer  inexact  it  may  be  in  enablinK  ni 
to  state  the  lenith  of  time  durioR  which 
an  infant  breathed,  it  baa  cansidecable 
weight  in  sening  to  detenniDB,  in  con- 
janctioD  with  other  teats,  whether  the  in- 
ttjit  flw  respi-ed  or  not. 

fdmun  nolt. — The  state  of  the  foTunea 
orale  may  also  serre  in  some  degree  to 
show  whether  fatal  life  bad  ceased,  and 
eitra-nteri&e,  by  rcipiratioa,  bad  begun. 
The  sitnatiun  of  this  apertnre,  between 
the  right  and  left  auricle  of  the  fatal 
heart,  is  represented  in  the  snbjoined 
figure. 


J.BkI 


I  light  ■uriclc,  laid  opca  to 
tn  onlv.  'Hiia  fltare,  ■■<! 
Lkcn  fram   iktlcbei  by  Dr. 


ia  mt  to  tbe  left  dde,  wiibont  being  pre- 
floDalj  ciieoltled  thniigh  the  loDgi:  In 
■ante  inhnta  it  became*  closed  as  early  as 
the  tint  daj  after  birth;  but  this  Is  not 
ivj  nanal :  more  frequently  sereial  days 
dapae,  and  in  certain  Instances  eren  years, 
friuoat itaclodog.  Formedico-legalpar- 
|0aM,lhetBfiire,theflM!tof  thacloenreofthe 
Ansea  orale  can  be  of  Ultle  or  no  ralue; 
tat  tbne  is  anolber  fact  connected  with 


grtdaally  afler  birth.  It  ia  originally  situ- 
ated in  toe  centre  i  but  as  soon  as  respira- 
tloD  begins,  it  is  on  the  right  side,  whence 
it  subaeqnently  proceeda,  tnm  helow  up- 
wards, towards  the  led  ude;  thus  revolT- 
ing,  as  it  were,  round  tbe  risht  edge  of 
the  ralre.  It  matt  be  confessed,  howerer, 
that  the  ascerUUament  and  appreciation  of 
these  facts  require  a  degree  of  anatomical 
dexterity  not  commonly  met  with  among 
practitioners,— which  mnat  be  a  bar  to  tbe 
practical  ntility  of  the  teat,  eien  thongh 
It  were  better  recommended  tn  as  than  it 
is  b;  the  experience  of  good  obeerrers ; 
for  snch  bare  not  alwayi  found  the  reality 
to  correspond  with  tbe  aoctrinal  statement. 
Ftmmi  oHuI.— This  raaKl  (i,  fig.  37)  Is  rarel J 
fouDd  imperrions  before  the  fihb  day  after 
birtb,  and  its  chaogea 


medical  jnrisL  it  most  be  recollected, 
that  the  queitionin  reference  to  inflwticide 
generally,  ii,  whether  the  infant  was  (till 
bom,orliTedafewmomentaorhoar*.  Now 
the  proceu  of  obliteration  does  not  begin 
to  tie  otMerrable  in  the  renona  canal  till 
abont  the  second  or  third  day. 

7^  Ln«r.— It  has  been  attsmpted  to 
fiinnd  apon  the  changes  undergone  liy 
the  lirer  In  consequence  of  respiration, 
another  test  for  ascertaining  whether  an  in- 
fant ever  respired  or  not.  The  lirer,  dur- 
ing fatal  life,  is  known  to  l»e  an  impor- 
tant organ;  it  is  comparatirely  larger  and 
hearier  at  this  period  than  it  is  after* 
wards  (  it  forms  a  large  Teeerroir  for  tha 


■  on  the  nice  (e)  i«  Mtid  iocfaug»-  leiatlouua  ■SM\itA'ui\^ai%'^^^MibA«\\ 
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is  sent  on  to  the  heart.    Now,  when  the 
luDgfs  are  expanded  by  respiration,  they 
receive  a  large  quantity  of  tne  circulating 
blood,  and  it  is  generally  supposed  that  in 
this  way  they  take  upon  them,  in  some 
measure,  certain  functions  which  the  liver 
had  pre?iously  performed:  at  all  events, 
the  latter  organ  is  found,  in  most  cases, 
to  be  more  contracted  in  sisee,  and  less 
loaded  with  blood,  than  it  usually  is  ante- 
rior to  birth.     Hence  it  was  suggested 
that  probably  a  static  /tver^test,  on  the 
principle  of  l*loQcquet's  lung-test,  might 
be  contrived — by  determining  the  ratio  of 
the  weight  of  the  liver  to  that  of  the  whole 
body.  According  to  Henke  {Ahhandlungen, 
Band  5.),  this  suggestion  was  first  made 
by  Autenrieth,  of- Tubingen,  in  1806;  and 
afterwards,  in  America,  by  Dr.  John  Beck. 
The  Medical  Faculty  or  Tiibingen  actu- 
ally proposed  it  as  a  prize  question,  a  few 
years  since,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was 
not  a  constant  tutio  between  the  weight  of 
the  liver,  before  and  after  death,  and  that 
of  the  body.    Some  very  valuable  disser- 
tations were  the  result.    Bat  the  conclu- 


siontf  were  unfavourmbla  to  the 
biishing  of  a  liver-test.  And  nch 
test,  obviously,  were  it  passible  to 
blish  one,  must  always  be 
and  subordinate  to  tl!e  laof-test ;  for 
not  only  is  the  lessening  of  the  absolsti 
weight  of  the  liver  depeiident  on  ths 
increase  of  that  of  the  longs,  bat  ths 
alteration  can  never  be  so  strongly  mukei 
in  the  liver  as  in  the  lungs  i  the  latter 
bearinij^  originally  so  small  a  proportion  to 
the  weight  of  the  body,  and  not  being,  m 
an  average,  above  a  third  part  of  ths 
weight  of  liie  liver.  It  has  already 
shown  that  the  static  lung-test  is 
dently  precarious ;  but  from  a  fc 
pies  it  will  readily  be  understood  that  a 
static  jiver- test,  were  there  one,  oust  W 
infinitelv  more  so:  for  it  appears  to  W 
materially  modified  by  the  Idnd  of  dca^ 
which  the  infant  suffers,  and  to  have 
special  relation  to  the  size  and 
of  the  placenta. 

Dr.  Koch,  of  Hamburgh,  author  of  oas 
of  the  Tiibingen  prize  dissertations  *,  sBj^ 
plies  us  with  the  following  fincts : — 


Still-bom,  heavy  and  large   child,  labour? 

very  difficult    J 

Died  in  birth — artificial  labour 

Bom  dead,  child  large,  pelvis  deformed,  su 

gillations  •  •  • •  •  • 


Liver  to 
iKxly. 


1  :   13 

1  I  94 
1  :  40 


Lniin  to 


BllfS  t 

body. 


I  :  57 
I  :  87 
I  :  80 


Lmgtio 
Uvcr. 


1  :  4 
1  :  1 
1  tS 


These  eases,  Dr.  Koch  confesses,  were  of  the  entire  nnmbsr  no  more  than  17  ap- 

the  most  striking  and  remarkable  among  proached  to  what  is  commonly  allowed  to 

the  79  (SOjstiU-bom  and 53  live- bom)  which  be  about  the  average  standard,  namely^- 
he  examined;  but  then  it  appears  that 


In  the  still-bom 
In  the  live- bom 


Liver  to 
body. 


Lung*  to 
body. 


1  :  32 


1  :  25 


1  :  65 
1  ;  30 


Lang*  to 
liver. 


1  :  3 
1  :  I 


From  these  circumstances  we  may  fairly 
conclude  that  no  liver-test,  exact  enough 
for  medico-legal  purposes,  has  hitherto 
been,  or  is  likely  soon  to  be,  established. 
Yet,  though  our  observations  on  the  state 
of  the  liver  may  not  of  themselves  war- 
rant us  in  forming  a  reasonable  presump- 
tion for  or  against  the  fact  of  respiration, 
they  should  by  no  means,  in  inquiries  of 
such  vital  interest  as  those  relating  to  in- 
fanticide, be  neglected ;  for  the  inference 
they  would  authorize,  however  slight  in 
itself,  might  have  much  force,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  other  deductions  from 


other  premises.  In  short,  tfiat  rale  ap- 
plies here,  which  can  scarcely  be  too  fte- 
quently  repeated,  tiiat  the  mraical  jurist 
in  his  researches  connected  with  the  serimis 
charge  of  infanticide,  must  never  rdy  soldy 
upon  any  one  test,  or  particular  mode  oi 
proof,  but  observe  how  ftur  this  corresponds 
in  its  evidence  with  the  other  tests,  for  in 
the  multitude  of  these,  consentient  and 
combining,  there  is  safety. 

*  DU.  Insuf.inedioo-forensiSyflec.  Tablag.  1851. 
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LECTURES  ^B  disposed  to  gire  it    The  absence  of  all 

notice,  in  the  writing^  of  the  ancients,  of 

oit  the  purple  spots  on  the  stem,  has  been 

__  ^^ .  ^,-. .       unred  airainst  the  probability  of  this  opi- 

MATERIA  MEDTCA.   OR  PHARMA.    niSn.    "  Pliny's  tennn^ncuiu,  applied  to 

COLOGY,  AND  GENERAL  the  stem,  is  but  a  feeble  approach,"  says 

Dr.  Christison,  *'  to  the  very  remarkable 
THERAPEUTICS,  character  of  the  modern  plant,  the  purple 

^  M-       ..rjij        .ciir  Ttr^-  •        spotted  stem."      It  is  somewhat  remarka- 
DtUvered  at  the  Aldengate  School  of  Medunne,    ^^^  however,  that  a  celebrated  modem 

Br  Jon.  Pereiba,  Esq.,  F.L.S.  ^^ter  has  employed  a  very    analogous 

term  m  descnbing  the  hemlock  plant.    In 

Mr.  Waller's  translation  of  Orfila's  Toxi- 

Lectubb  LVII.  «>lo»y»  the  inferior  parts  oP  the  stem  of 

Conium  maculatum  are  said  to  be  co?erea 
Another  and  an  important  umbelliferous  «  with  spots  of  a  brown  purple,  or  black' 
plant  is  the  ii^"   so  that  Pliny  is  not  alone  in  his 

^    .  ,  erroneous  account  of  the  colour  of  the 

Conmm  nutcuuUum,  stem. 

Hilary. — ^This  plant  is  usually  supposed        One  fact  strongly  in  favour  of  the  iden- 
to  be  the  mircior  of  the  Greek  writers,  the    tity  of  the  ancient  and  modem  Conium  is, 
celebrated  Athenian  state  poitorif  by  which    that  there  are  no  other  poisonous  Umbel- 
Soerates  and  Phocion  died,  and  the  dcuta    Uferse  growing  in  Greece,  to  which  the  de- 
of  the  Roman  authors.    Various  reasons    scription  of  Dioscorides  and  Pliny  could  ap- 
con tribute  to  give  the  common  opinion  on    ply,  than  our  Conium :  at  least  none  others 
this  point  a  high  degree   of  probabilitv.    were  found  by  Dr.  Sibthorp,  otherwise  he 
Dioscorides  described  the  plant  sufficiently    would  have  noticed  them  in  his  "  Prodomtu 
well  to  prove  it  must  have  been  one  of  the    Flora  Groat.**    Thus  we  may  infer  that  the 
UmbelliferaB ;  and  he  tells  us  it  had  a    Cicuta  virosa  (which,  according  to  both 
heavy  odour,  and  a  fruit  like  that  of  anise.    Haller  and  Dr.  Christison,  '*  comes  nearer 
The  latter  simile  applies  to  our  Conium,    the  ancient  description  than  any  other"  of 
for  a  very  intelligent  druggist  mistook,  in    the  poisonous  Umbelliferae) ;   the  (Enan- 
my  presence,  the  frait  of  the  hemlock  for    tha  crocata,  (Ethusa  Cynapium,  Chero- 
that  of  anise.    Dioscorides  also  tells  us    phyllum  temulentum,  and  Phcllandrium 
that  the  mmv^iov  of  Crete  and  Megara    aquaticum,  are  not    natives  of   Greece. 
was  the  most  powerful,  and  next  to  this    Now  this  fact  taken  in  conjunction  with 
came  that  of  Attica,  Chio,  and  Cilicia.    another— namely,  that  Conium  maculatum 
Now  Dr.  Sibthorp    found  Conium  ma-    grows  in  the  very  spot  indicated  by  Dios- 
mlatum    growing   near    Constantinople,    corides,  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the  iden- 
not    nnf^uently   in   the  Peloponnesns,    tity  of  this  plant  with  the  kAv%iov  of  tluf 
and   most   abundantly   between   Athens    Greeks. 

and  ifeganu  So  tfalat  the  locality  of  Ettfmology.— It  is  evident  that  our  gene- 
our  Coiuom  agrees,  as  far  as  has  been  ric  term  Conium  is  derived  from  the 
ascertained,  wiUi  that  of  the  ancient  plant.  Greek  word  k!&p€u>9.  LinnsBUs  has  been 
We  may  gather  from  the  poetical  account  censured  by  Lamarck  for  using  this  name, 
of  the  e'ffects  of  kAv^iov  given  bv  Nicander,  since  tbe  Latin  authors  tsall  our  hemlock 
that  this  plant  "  brings  on  obliteration  of  Cicu/a,  which  he,  therefore,  contends  ought 
tbe  mental  faculties,  dimness  of  sight,  to  be  its  designation  now.  But  it  ought 
giddiness,  staggering,  stifling,  coldness  of  to  be  recollected  that  LinnsBUS  has  only 
tbe  limbs,  and  death  by  asphyxia ;  a  view  restored  its  ancient  name,  for  the  word 
of  its  effects,"  says  Dr.  Christison,  "  which  Cicuta  is  unknown  in  the  Greek  language, 
diffen  little  fh>m  the  modem  notions  of  By  modem  botanists  the  term  Cicuta  is 
the  poisonous  action  of  the  spotted  hem-  applied  to  a  distinct  genus  of  plants,  and 
lock."  It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  an-  when,  therefore,  we  meet  with  it  in  bota* 
cieots  maided  c^cior  as  having  the  nical  works,  we  must  not  confound  it  with 
power  of  discussing  tomors— a  virtue  the  Cicuta  of  the  Romans. 
which  has  been  assigned  to  hemlock  by  Botanicalcharacten, — Conium  maculatum 
writers  of  the  present  day.  is  an  indigenous  plant,  freouently  found 

I  am  fully  aware  that  the  characters  growine  in  waste  places,  banks,  and  under 
of  tbe  ancient  plant,  as  given  us  by  Dios>  walls,  flowering  usually  in  June  and  July. 
corides  and  Pliny,  are  insufficient  to  dis.  Its  root  is  biennial,  fusiform,  whitish,  and 
tingoiih  it  from  some  other  Umbellifere,  from  six  to  twelve  inches  long,  having 
yet  I  think  the  evidence  of  its  being  our  some  resemblance  to  a  young  parsnip* 
Cooiom  maculatum  is  deserving  of  much  The  stem  is  from  two  to  six  feet  high. 
gmtcx  confidence  than   T>t,  Christison    round,    smooth,    shining)   YiQ\ia«i)   wbA 
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spotted  with  purple.  The  leaTet  are 
tripinnate,  with  lanceolate  pinnatified 
leaflets,  of  a  dark  and  shining  gpneen  co- 
lour,  smooth,  Tery  foetid  when  braised, 
with  long,  furrowed  foototalks,  sheathinf 
at  their  base.  The  umbels  are  many  rayed^ 
fVimished  with  a  general  inTolucie  of  se? e- 
ral  (usually  from  three  to  seren)  lanceolate 
lea?es,  which  are  membranous  at  their 
edges:  the  partiid  iuTolucre  is  composed 
of  three  leaTes  on  one  side.  The  calyx  is 
obsolete :  the  corolla  consists  of  five  white 
obcordate  petals,  inflexed  at  the  points : 
the  stamina  are  fire,  epigynous,  and  as 
long  as  the  corolla :  the  ovarium  is  o?ate, 
two-celled,  striated:  there  are  two  fill- 
form  spreading  styles,  each  furnished  with 
a  round  stigma.  The  fruit  is  ovate,  and 
compressed  laterally :  each  of  its  mericarps, 
or  carpels,  has  five  primarv  (but  no  secon- 
dary) ridges,  which  are  undulato-crenated : 
the  channels  have  many  strisB,  but  no 
▼ittSB.  The  seed  has  a  deep  hollow  grooTC 
in  front 

In  distinguishing  hemlock  from  other 
Umbellifene,  the  following  characters 
should  be  especially  attended  to;  the 
large,  round,  smootn,  spotted  stalk  — 
the  smooth,  dark,  and  shining  green  co- 
lour  of  the  lower  leaves — the  disagreeable 
smell  when  bruised  (compared  by  some  to 
that  of  mice,  by  some  to  iresh  cantharides, 
by  others  to  that  of  cat's  urine)  —  the 
general  involucre  usually  of  from  three  to 
seven  leaves — and  the  partial  involucre  of 
three  leaves. 

The  indigenous  Umbellifere  most  likely 
to  be  confounded  with  Conium  maculatum 
are  (Ethusa  Cynapium,  or  fool's  parsley, 
and  Anthriscus  vulgaris,  or  common  beakra 
parsley. 

(Ethusa  Cynapium  is  distinguished 
from  hemlock  by  its  smaller  size,  by  the 
absence  of  the  strong  disagreeable  smell  of 
the  leaves,  by  the  non-existence  of  spots 
on  the  stem,  by  the  want  of  a  general  in- 
volucre, and  by  three  long,  narrow,  unila- 
teral drooping  leaves  composing  the  par- 
tial involucre. 

Anthriscus  vulgaris  is  distinguished  by 
the  lighter  colour,  and  slight  hairiness  of 
the  leaves,  by  the  absence  of  spots  on  the 
stem,  by  the  swelling  under  each  ioint, 
by  the  absence  of  a  general  involucre, 
by  the  roughness  of  the  fruit,  and  by  want 
of  the  strong  unpleasant  odour  when  the 
leaves  are  bruised. 

Chemical  C6mpof(<ion.— Schrader,  of  Ber- 
lin, has  published  a  comparative  analvsfs 
of  wild  and  cultivated  hemlock,  but 
with  no  important  results.  He  tells  us 
that  the  juice  of  hemlock  has  a  striking 
resemblance  to  that  of  our  common  cab- 
bage; and  he  gives  the  following  as  the 
constituents  of  the  two. 


Extractive    ST-S 

Gummy  extract SM 

Resin    1-5 

Vegetable  albumen 8*1 

Oreen  fecula    •     8*0 

Water,  with  acetic  acid,  "^ 
sulphates,  chlorides,  # 
nitrates,    and   phoa-  v,qa4.a 
phates  of  potash,  lime,  ^'»*^ 
magnesia,  iron,  and  ^ 
manganese J 


•  •••    99 


•  •  •• 


it 


100(H> 


lOOM 


It  will  be  evident  IVom  this  amMi 
that  Schrader  did  not  soeceed  in  isobnig 
the  active  principle  of  the  plant. 

Peschier  has  asserted  the  existence  «f  a 
new  organic  salt  in  hemlock,  whi^  ■9^  | 
be  termed  emiate  of  eonia,  ainoe  be  Mfs  it 
consists  of  a  peculiar  add,  which  be  aSk 
eoniic  acid,  and  an  alkali.  His  itatemwtH 
however,  require  confinnation. 

Brandes  also  analysed  hemlodt,  uA 
gives  as  its  constituents-* 

A  peculiar  basic  substance  (cmidm^ 

Very  odorous  oil. 

Vegetable  albumen. . 

Resin. 

Colouring  matter. 

Various  nits. 

In  1827,  Giseke  obtained  the  active 
principle  of  hemlock  (oonia)  in  oonbina- 
tion  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  made  vari- 
ous experiments  with  it.  In  1831,  Gdger 
procured  the  conto,  for  the  first  time,  in  an 
isolated  form,  and  described  some  of  its 
properties  and  effects  on  animals.  It  has 
subsequently  been  more  fhlly  investigated 
by  Dr.  Christison,  and  by  MM.  Boutran- 
Charlard  and  O.  Henry.  *  Let  us  pass  la 
review  some  of  the  principal  constituents 
of  hemlock. 

1.  Oeiorotupric^^.^The  activity  of  hem* 
lock  does  not  depend  on  its  odorous  prin- 
ciple, for  the  distilled  water  of  hemlock, 
which  possesses  in  a  high  degree  the  odoar 
of  the  plant,  is  scarce!^,  if  at  all,  poison- 
ous. The  odorous  principle  is  volatlls 
oiL 

2.  Gmia.— This  alkali,  which  has  also 
been  termed  cictutne,  c<niein«,  and  ecmkiMt 
was,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  fint 
obtained  in  the  isolated  state  by  Geiger 
in  1831.  Its  properties  were  carefmly 
examined  by  Br.  Christison  in  1836.  In 
1834,  Deschamps,  an  apothecary  at  Avil- 
Ion,  asserted  that  the  conia  of  Geiger 
owed  its  alkaline  properties  to  ammonia, 
and  that  the  odorous  principle  which  ac- 
companied the  ammonia  could  not  satu- 
rate adds.    His  assertions,  however,  have 
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.  completely  disproTed  by  MM.  Boa-        1 1  atoms  carlKtii    •  •  • •  •  66 

.Cbarlaid  and  O.  Henry,  during  the        12  atoms  hydrogen    •  •  •  •  •   13 

„jcar(1836).  1  atom  oxygen 8 

Cooia  has  been  found  in  the  leaTcs  and        1  atom  nitrogen    • ••..•  14 

Ehvit,  and  probably  exists  in  all  parts  of  "—^ 

Am  plant.     Dr.  Christison  obtained  2}  100 

Mincefl  of  hydrated  conia  from  40  lbs.  of  But  until  its  saturating  powers  be  ascer. 

tbe  green  seeds  (mericarps).    The  leaves  tained,  its  atomic  weight  cannot  be  deter- 

eontain  a  less  quantity  than  the  fruit.  mined  with  accuracy. 

Ccmia  existe  in  hemlock  as  a  salt,— that  CAoraefmsitcf.— That  it  is  an  alkali,  is 

iCy  in  combination  with  an  acid.    Hence  shewn  by  its  action  on  turmeric  paper, 

the  use  of  the  alkali  (soda,  potash,  or  and  by  its  neutralizing  acids.     Like  am. 

Kme)  employed  in  the  process  is  to  ah-  monia,  its  vapour  produces  white  fumes 

mmct  the  acid,  and  thereby  to  set  free  with  the  vapour  of  hydrochloric  acid.    It 

the  oonia.    It  is  uncertain  what  acid  is  agrees  with  the  other  organic  alkalies  in 

•moablned  with  the  conia:    Peschier,  as  producing   a   copious   white  precipitate 

ilvaady  related,   says   it   is   a   peculiar  (tannate  of  conia)  with  infusion  of  galls. 

Mganic  acid  {eonuc  aeid\  crystallizable  in  From  ammonia  it  is  distinguished  by  its 

riz-sided  prisms,  insoluble  in  sBther  and  odour  and  inflammability,    and  by  the 

^lepboly  and  capable  of  decomposing  the  solubility  in  aJcohol  and  deliquescent  cha- 

cakareoQS  and  barytic  salts.  racter  of  its  sulphate.    From  the  other 

Freparaiunu—One  method  of  preparing  vegetable  alkalies  it  is  distinguished  by  its 

toiiia»  and  which  yielded  Br.  Christison  liauidity  at  ordinary  temperatures,  by  its 

the  largest  product,  is  to  distil  the  alco>  volatility,  and  by  its'odour.    It  is  not  red- 

holic  extract  of  the  seeds  (mericarps)  with  dened  by  either  nitric  or  iodic  adds, 

its  own  weight   of  water   and  a  little  SaUt  cf  wtiia, — Several  of  the  salts  of 

caustic  potash.  conia  are  crystallizable:    they  are  deli-' 

MM.  Bootran-Charlard  and  O.  Henry  qoescent  and  soluble  in  alcohol.    When 

have  procured  it  by  another  process  with-  we  evaporate  solutions  of  these  salts  with 

oot  the  use  of  alkalies.  a  gentle  heat,  they  lose,  like  the  ammonia- 

Prvpertim.  —  When    pure,   conia  is  an  cal  salts,  a  part  of  their  base,  the  odour  of 

oily-looking   transparent   liquid,   lighter  which  may  be  readily  recognized.    The 

than  water.   Its  odour  is  strong  and  pene-  nitrate   of  conia,  when  decomposed  by' 

trattng,  and  is  said  to  be  like  that  of  hem-  heat,  yields  brown  pyrogenous  products. 

loeky  of  tobacco,  and  of  mice,  combined :  its  If  potash  be  added  to  an  inodorous  salt  of 

taate  is  acrid.    It  is  sparingly  soluble  in  conia  (as  the  sulphate),  the  conia  is  imme- 

wiatar,  but  is  entirely  soluble  in  alcohol  diately  set  free,  and  may  be  recognized  by 

and    »ther.     It  reddens  turmeric,   and  its  odour. 

aentralises  the  dilute  acids,  forming  salts.  Effeett  of  coma, — On  untmaZs.— The  effects 

While  saturating,  the  liquors  have  a  bluish-  of  conia  nave  been  tried  on  various  ani- 


,, tint,  whic&  snbseouently  passes  to  a  mals,  namely— 

veddish-brown.    It  combines  with  about  a  Mammalia,  as  the  dog,  cat,  rabbit,  and 

CMUth   of  its  weight  of  water  to  form  mouse. 

a  yfdrmU  «f  conia.     When  placed  in  a  ii»w,  as  the  pigeon,  kite,  and  sparrow. 

vae«an,  in  the  presence  of  bodies  very  Eeptilia,  as  the  slow  worm. 

■ttracUve  of  water,  it  in  part  volatilizes.  Amphibia,  as  the  frog. 

and  leayes  a  reddish,  yery  acnd,  pitchy  j^nnflida,  as  the  earUi  worm. 

nddae,  which  appears  to  be  anhydrous  imecta,  as  the  fly  aud  flea. 

eooia.    The  vapour  of  conia  is  inflamma-  ^       ,          ^      ^  .     ^           ^         .... 

Ma.    By  exporare  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  One  drop  placed  in  the  eye  of  a  rabbit 

dark  eoloor,  and  is  resolved  into  resin  and  killed  it  in  nine  minutes ;  three  drops  used 

aMBonia.    Its  boiling  point  is  370*>  F.,  in  the  same  way  killed  a  strong  cat  in  a 

bot  it  readily  distils  with  water  at  212^  F.  minute  and  a  half ;  five  drops  poured  into 

Ctmmmitim.  —  Accoiding  to  Liebig,  it  the  throat  of  a  small  dog  began  to  act  in 

emtiMtMot'^  thirty  seconds,  and  in   as   many    mora 

motion  and  respiration  had  entirely  ceased. 

^  J -^^,  The  following  are  the  symptoms  pro- 

SSKLl' ?o^  duced,  as  detailed  by  Dr.  Christison.    «It 

^*2^ '*X«  is,  in  the  first  place,  a  local  irritant.    It 

5J|2S«' io.ft  has  an  acrid  taste;  when  dropped  into  the 

nitrofcn    '   *^^  eye,  or  on  the  peritoneum,  it  causes  red- 

""—  ness  or  vascularity ;  and  to  whatever  texture 

99-99  or  part  it  is  applied,  expressions  of  pain 

are  immeiiately  excited.    But  these  local 

Theaa  Bamben  nearly  correspond  to*-  effects  are  soon  overwhelmed  by  thft  va.- 
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direct  or  remote  action  which  itDcedily  ployed  with  adrmntage,  since  it  avwi 

follows.     This    consists    essentially    of  to  produce  a  condition  of  tbc  tpinuori 

swiftly-spreading  palsy  of  the  mnscies,—  opposite  to  that  of  conia.                            I Q 

affecting  first  those  of  yolnntary  motion,  Um, — ^The  known  effecU  of  conia  wmU  li 

then  the  respiratory  muscles  of  the  chest  suggest  its  employment  in  totanoi,aDiii  1 1 

and  abdomen,  lastly  the  diaphragm,  and  poisoning  by  strydbnim  and  braciat  er  tf  J ' 

thus  ending  in  death  by  asphyxia."    Con.  substances  containinirtheae  allnlict, 

ynlsive  tremors,  and  twitches  of  the  limbs  3.  Gnen  /ccudt,—  This  constitneaC  if 

sometimes,    though    not   invariably,   are  hemlock  is  not  dbtinffuiahmble  tnm  Ihi 

obserred.     The   external    senses  do  not  g^reen  fecnla  of  other  plants, 

appear  to  be  affected  until  respiration  is  4.  Vegetable  aUmmen. — This  also  is  like 

impaired.    If  a  rabbit  be  iifcea  up  by  his  the  albumen  of  other  plants. 

ears  when  under  the    influence    of'  the  5.  tj[tractive  matter. — This  is  browa,Hl 

poison,  he  makes  the  same  kind  of  struggles  soluble  in  water.    It  attracts  ozygca  dsv. 

to  be  released  that  he  does  when  in  health,  ly  from  the  atmosphere,  has  a  pscaliar 

So  also  if  we  place  him  in  an  uneasy  hemlock  odour,  and  a  bitter  taste,   ife 

posture,  he  makes  attempts  to  alter  his  ashes    contain  carbonate    of  iime,  wiA 

position,  proving  that  his  senses  are  un-  traces  of  carbonate  of  magnesia,  sidplHir 

impaired.     After  death  the  muscles  are  of  potash,  and  chloride  of  potassiuBL 

Rusreptible    of    the    galranic    influence.  6.  Retin. — ^This  is  soft,  yellowish  bnm, 

MM.    Boutran-Charlard  and  O.  Henry  and  somewhat  acrid, 

state  that  most  of  the  animids  to  whom  Phydologieal  ejfeeti,  —  (a).    Om  wgttdkt 

they  gave  conia  became  '*a  prey  to  the  Marcet  placed  a  haricot  plant  (i*hmdm 

most  dreadful  convulsions.    The  plaintive  vulgaris)  in  a  solution  of  fiye  grains  of  tk 

cries,  the  contortions,  and  the  rigidity  of  extract  of  hemlock.    In  a  few  minutes  the 

the  limbs,  which  have  always  preceded  two  lower  leaves  cnrled  at  their  cxtn- 

death,  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  cruel  pains  mities ;    the  next  day  they  were  yeUsv, 

which  this  kind  of  poisoning  brings  on."  and  subsequently  died. 

This  account  agrees  neither  with  my  own  (6).  On  anhnaU  generally.    The  effects  of 

observations,  nor  with  those  published  by  hemlock  on  animals  have  been  tried  hy 

Dr.  Christison.  Harder,  Wcpfer,  Orfila,  and  Sebnbarth. 

Does  conia  become  absorbed  ?    In  favour  The  animals  experimented  on  weie  the 
of  the  affirmative  view  of  this  question  dog,  wolf,  laUat,  and  gaiaHk- piB»   Fwmi 
may  be  mentioned  the   fact,   that   this  the  obseivatkna  of  Orftla,  heniloGk  ii  V 
alkali  acts  on  ail  the    textures  admit*  hical  irritant  (thongh  thia  action  was  wm    ^ 
ting  of  absorption;  and  that  the  quick-  constantly  observed),  and  prodoees 
ness  with  which  the  effiscts  occur  are  in  ness,  convulsions,  loss  of  sensibility, 
proportion  to  the  absorbing  power  of  the  and  coma.    This  account,  as  Dr.  C 
part.     But  the  rapidity  of  its  action  when  son  obscryes,    does  not  agree    with  the 
introduced  into  the  veins  is  a  barrier  to  symptoms  induced  by  conia,  which  does 
the  supposition  of  its  acting  on  the  nervous  not  seem  to  affect  the  senses  so  long  as  the 
centres  by  local  contact ;  for  Dr.  Christison  respiration    goes    on.      "But  it  is  pas- 
states,  that  two  drops  neutralized  by  dilute  sihie,"  he  adds,  "  that  the  difference  is 
muriatic  acid,  and  injected  into  the  femoral  more  apparent  than  real,  and  that  hemlock 
vein  of  a  young  dog,  killed  the  animal  in.  has  be«n  supposed  to  extinguish  sense- 
two  or  three  seconds  at  farthest  tion,  merely  because,  by  inducing  paraly- 

The  primary  seat  of  the  action  of  conia  sis,  it  takes  away  the  power  of  exprsssioe ; 

is  probably  the  spinal  cord.     In  this  conia  at  least,  in  some  experiments  I  have  made, 

and  strychnia  agree ;  but  in  tho  nature  of  sensation  did  not  appear  to  be  affected; 

the  effect,  they  seem,  as  Dr.  Christison  has  and  the  whole  phenomena  were  identical 

observed,  to  be  the  counter- parts  of  each  wHh  those  produced  by  conia.    In  tlieee 

other.     Conia  exhausts  the  nervous  energy  experiments  I  used  very  strong  extracts, 

of  the  cord,  and  causes  muscular  paralysis ;  prepared  by  absolute  alcohol  from    the 

strychnia  irritates  it,  and  produces  perma-  fresh  leaves  or  the  full>grown  seeds;  and 

nent  spasm  of  the  muscles.     Both  kill  by  each  of  them  occasioned,  in  doses  of  thirty 

bringing  on    asphyxia,  the  first  by  the  grains   or  thereabouts,  paralysis  of  the 

paralysis,  the  second  by  the  spasm,  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  with  occasional  slight 

respiratory  muscles.  convulsions,  then  paralysis  of  the  lespi- 

Antidote. — At  present  we  know  no  anti-  ratory  muscles  of  the  chest  and  abdoaen, 

dote  to  this  poison.     Probably  the  infusion  and  finally  cessation  of  the  action  of  the 

of  galls  would  be  the  best  remedial  agent,  diaphragm :  sensation  appeared  to  continue 

since  the  tannic  acid  contained  in  it  pre*  so  long  as  it  was  practicable  to  make  an 

cipitates  the  conia.    To  prevent  the  as-  observation  on  the  subject ;  and  the  heart 

phyxia,  artificial  respiration    should    be  contracted  vigorously  for  a  long  time  after 

performed.    Might  not  strychnia  be  em-  death." 
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^r.)  On  mail.— Ill  mnall  or  mediemal  doses,  geese  plunged  into  the  water.    For  three 

iMinlock   has    been    freqnently  adminis.  years  tney  suffered  with  partial  palsy  and 

tmred  for  a  considerable  period,  with  ob-  violent  pain. 

▼tout  relief,  in  certain  diseases  (tumors  of  As  illustrations  of  the  convulsions  caused 

'vmiious  kinds,  for  example),  without  any  by  hemlock,  I  may  refer  to  the  cases  men- 

'  tat  eTident  effect:  hence  the  statement  tioned  by  Limprecht  and  Ehrhard.    The 

some  anthors,  that  hemlock  acts   in-  first  states  that  an  old  woman  suffered  for 

isiblj   on    the    system.      "  It   seldom  three  months  with  abdominal  pain  and 

pnri^eii'  (says    Storca),   *'  and  very  rarely  convulsive  movements  of  the  iirobfl,  in 

Tomita.    Sometimes  it  increases  perspira-  consequence    of    eating    hemlock     root. 

tion,  and  often  it  occasions  a  copious  dis-  Ehrhard  mentions  trismus  as  one  of  the 

Awurge  of  viscid  urine.    In  many  patients,  symptoms  in  another  case.    Dr.  Watson 

iieTertheless,  it  does  not  sensibly  augment  has  related  two  cases  in  which  giddiness, 

watj  of  the  excretions.''     Long-continn^  coma,  and  convulsions  occurred. 

iiaa»  esMcially  if  the  doses  be  Increased,  Utet, — ^The  following  are  some  of  the 

^rill  lometimes  occasion  disorder  of  the  cases   in  which  hemlock  has  been    em- 

digeative  organs  or  of  the  nervous  system,  ployed: — 

drynew  of  the  throat,  thirst,  and  occasion.  1.  In  eaneer  and  icirrhut. — The  ancients 

•lly,  it  is  said,  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  seem  to  have  been  of  opinion  that  hemlock 

Clioqaet  mentions  the  case  of  a  man  who  exercised  a  specific   influence    over    the 

gvmdoally  increased  the  dose  of  the  extract  breasts  and  testicles.     **  It  extinguishes 

to    half  a  drachm :    it  produced    slight  the  milk,"  savs  Dioscorides,  **  and  pre- 

deUrinm  and  syncopes,  which  obliged  him  vents  the  development  of  the  mammie  of 

to  suspend  its  use.  virgins :  moreover,  in  boys  it  causes  wast- 

Id  mrge  or  pai»noHi  dotet,  the  symptoms  ing  of  the  testicles."    Pliny  gives  a  simi- 

«K  thoae  indicating  disorder  of  the  cere,  lar  account  of  it,  and  adds,  **  it  reduces 

bfo-spinal  functions.    In  some  of  the  best  all  tumors."    The  same    notions    of  its 

leeoroed  cases  the  leading  symptom  was  effects  seem  to  have  been  entertained  by 

como;  the  effects  being  altogether  analogous  the  Arabians,  fur  Avicenna  praises  it  as  a 

to  those  of  opium.      In  other  instances,  remedy  for  tumors  of  the  breasts  and  tes- 

eoDTalsiont,  or  violent  delirium,  or  both,  tides. 

were  the  prominent  symptoms.  As  an  illus-  At  the  head  of  modem  authors  who 

tmtion  of  thecomatosecondition  sometimes  have  written  on  hemlock,  stands  the  re- 

bnraglit  on  by  this  poison,  I  shall  quote  nowned   Baron  Storck,  physician  to  the 

a  case  recorckd  by  M.  Haaf,  a  French  Pazmarian  Hospital,  at  Vienna;  who,  in 

tfiDT  soigeon,  and  which  occurred  to  him  1761,  published  the  first  of  his  essays  on 

while  in  garrison  at  Torrequemada,    in  the  medicinal  uses  of  hemlock  in  various 

Spain,  In  Mareh  1812 : —  diseases,  but  more  especially  in  cancerous 

A  soldier  having  eaten  of  some  broth,  and  scirrhous  affections.    Of  these  essays 

into  which  hemlock  had  been  put,  went  very  exaggerated  accounts  are  frequently 

to  sleep  immediately  after  his  supper.     In  found  in  pharmacological  works.     Storek 

an  hoar  and  a  half  he  was  fonnd  groaning  is  represented  by  some  as  declaring  hem- 

and  breathinff  with  difilcnlty;  in  conse-  lock  a  remedy  capable  of  curing  every 

qncnoe  of*  which  M.  Haaf  was  sent  for.  cancer,  and  the  charge  is  repeated  in  a  re- 

Be  foand  his  patient  in  a  profound  sleep,  cently  published  work :  but  surely  the  au. 

without  sense,  respiring  with  extreme  dif.  thors  cannot  have  read  his  essays.    In  his 

iettlty,    and  lying  on  the  ground.    His  second  work,  he  says,  "  Many  misunder- 

palse  was  30,  small,  and  hara ;  the  extre-  stood  my  opinion  of  hemlock,  from  my 

Mities  cold ;  the  tuce  bluish,  and  distend-  first  essay ;  as  they  thought  that  I  had 

ed  with  blood,  like  that  of  a  person  stran.  offered  a  remedy  which  I  believed  to  be 

glcd.    Twdve  gimins  of  emetic  tartar  were  universal  and  sufficient,  when  given  alone, 

given,  and  occasioned  some  fruitless  at.  in  all  cases.     But  I  by  no  means  meant 

teaipto  to  yonit    He  became  gradually  so."    In  his  Supplement,  Storck  desires 

wnne,  had  violent   palpitations   of    the  "  that  no  physician  whatever  may  imagine 

heart,  and  died  in  tnree  hours  after  his  that  it  is  my  opinion  these  disorders  must 

firtal  sapper.  in  general,  and  every  where,  be  cured  by 

Sevenu  other  eases  in  which  coma  was  hemlock.    I  say,  and  acknowledge  openly, 

die  leading  symptom  might  be  quoted,  but  that  I  have  also  had  patients  in  every  kind 

the  one  Jast  related  is  the  best  of  them  who  have  received  no  benefit  from 

We  liaye  no  well-detailed  cases  in  which  it;  though,  from   the    similitude    of  the 

dcUrinm  was  the  leading  symptom.    The  disease,  the  use  of  it  was  indicated."  The 

following  mnst  suffice,  by  way  of  illostra.  most  candid  and  fair  criticism  of  Sturck*8 

tion ;  it  is  fhmi  Kireher.    Two  priests  ate  essays  will  be  found  in  the  Materia  Me- 

bemloek  root  by  mistake:   they  became  dica  of  Dr.  Cullcn;    and  I  quite  agree 

imying  ntd,  and  mistaking  themselves  for  with  the  opinion  therein  expressed^  tkal 
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8torek  "has  fepieseiited  the  Tirtuet  of  entgknds.    It  b  otqectkmable ^rheit te- 

hemlock  as  mach  greater  than  e?er  th^  ti?e  iDflammatioii  is  goiag  on»  as  wdl  ai 

were,  or  ever  wUl  be  found  to  be."  when  the  digestive  fanctions  aia  wmA 

Storck,  however,  is  not  the  only  modem  disordered.                 . 

writer  who  has  asserted  that  cancer  and  3.  In  viteerul  uilargemantMf  whidi  are  ad. 

ecirrhns  were  sometimes  cored,  at  other  ther  scrofoloos  nor  caicinomatoiis,  hem- 

times  ameliorated,  bj  hemlock.     Cases  lock  has  been  employed  with  oecasioosl 

illastrative  of  its  beneficial  effects  were  advantage.    Thos  in  enlarged  liver  it  hn 

published  by  Marteau,  in  1761 ;  bv  De.  been  used. 

cotes,  jun.  in  1762;  by  Ehrhard,  in  1763;  4.  In  hooiMig  cough,     Tn  1781,  we  tit 

by  Larrantnre,  and  by  Hoffmann,  in  1764 ;  told,  there  reigned  at  Warsaw  an  epidmie 

by  Ranard,  in   1766;  by  Masars  de  Ca-  of  this  disease :  it  was  Teiy  obstinate, aid 

selles,  in  1770;  by  Lemoine,  in  1772  ;  by  resisted  all  the  usual  means  of  n^et    Dr. 

Collin,  in  1779;  by  Buissonal,  in  1787;  Schlessinger  obtained  very  beneficial  re- 

and,  much  more  recently,  by  Rccamier.  suits  from  the  combined  nse  of  tartar  coie- 

Bayle,    in  his   '*  Travaux  ThSrapeutique$,*^  tic  and  extract  of  hemlock.     In  this  eou- 

has  collected  accounts  of  no  less  than  trv  hemlock  has  been  stroi^yreooaaiced- 

fortv-six  cases  of  cancerous  diseases,  said  ea  in  hooping-cough  by  Ur.  Batter:  be 

to  have  been  cured  hj  hemlock,   while  says,  it  has  an  advantage  over  opium  is 

twenty.eiffht  were  ameliorated.   With  this  not  being  so  liable  to  check  ezpectoratioe. 

evidence  oefore  us,  we  can  hardly  refuse  The  violent  and  periodical  fits  of  ooigluBf 

to  admit  that  in  diseases  reputed  can-  in  this  disease  being  apparently  of  a  sptf. 

ceroDs,  hemlock  has,  on  several  occasions,  modic  nature,  we  can  readily  believe  they 

been  beneficial.    But  it  is  also  not  the  less  may  be  relieved  by  hemloek,  as  well  ai  by 

true,  that  in  the  hands  of  a  laige  migority  some  other  narcotics ;  bot  experience  mi 

of  practitioners  it  has  completely  failed;  Ailly  proved  that  the  disease  ia  one  wbick 

ana  I  believe  that  at  the  present  day  no  will  run  through  a  certain  eonrM  iade- 

surgeon  has  any  confidence  in  it  as  a  cura-  pendent  of,  or  at  least  very  little  iaio- 

tive  means,  though  he  may  occasionally  enced  by,  hemlock  or  any  other  remedisl 

employ  it  as  a  puliative — that  is,  to  alle-  means. 

▼late  pain.  Whether  the  failures  ought,  5.  At  an  anodyne.  The  relief  sometiiBes 
in  part,  at  least,  to  be  ascribed  to  iroper-  experienced  in  troublesome  oonghs  by  the 
feet  modes  of  preparing  this  plant,  we  are  use  of  hemlock  is  best  referrible  to  the 
as  yet  unable  positively  to  affirm.  One  diminished  sensibility  of  the  bronchiil 
fact,  however,  is  quite  certain— that  the  membrane  to  the  inflnenoe  (yf  the  cold 
preparations  of  hemlock  in  ordinary  use,  air.  In  various  painAil  diseases,  as  coma, 
are  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  inert,  or  scirrhus,  rheumatism,  and  neuralgia,  hem- 
nearly  so.  The  remark  made  by  Dr.  lock  is  occasionally  serviceable  as  an  ano- 
Christison,  with  respect  to  the  physiolo-  dyne. 

gical  effects  of  this  plant,  applies  well  to  6.  In  syphilis,  Storck,  Collin,  and  otheri, 

the  point  under  discussion.     "If,"  says  ha?e  related  cases  illustrative  of  the  bene- 

this  writer,  "  physicians  or  physiologists  ficial  effects  of  hemlock  in  syphilis,    ft  is 

would  acquire  definite  information  as  to  sometimes  useful  in  alleviating  nocturnal 

the  physiological  effects  of  hemlock,  in  pains,  and  in  diminishing  the  dispositioa 

small  or  medicinal  doses,  they  must  begin  to  spread  of  irritable  sores:  beyond  this  it 

the  inquiry  anew.    Little  importance  can  hardlv   deserves  notice  as  a  reoMdy  for 

be  attached  to  any  thing  already  done  in  syphilis.     I  must  refer  to  Mr.  PearHNi^ 

this  field,  as  I  have  no  doubt  whatever,  **  Observations  on  the  effects  of  vaaneut  mrtieke 

that  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  of  the  Materia  Mediea"  for  some  iUastfattve 

preparations  of  hemlock  nitberto  employed  cases  of  its  useful  effects, 

nave  been  of  very  little  energy,  and,  in  There  are    various   other   diseases  ia 

the  doses  commonly  used,  are  absolutely  which  hemlock  has  been  reeomnieDdcd« 

inert.''  I  mav  mention  only  chronie  diseases  of 


2.  Scro^ufa.-^ Another  disease  in  which  the  skin,  dropsies,  satyriasis,  and  n?m- 

hemlock  has  gained  considerable  celebrity  phomania.      AretsBUS  supposed  hemloi^ 

is  scrofula,  in  consequence  of  the  favoura-  nad  the  power  of  extinguishing  tlie  ven^ 

ble  reports  of  Storck,  Marteau,  Dupuy  de  real  feelings,  and  St.  Jerome  tdls  ns  that 

la  Porcherie,  Lemoine,  Collin,  Hufeland,  the  i£gyptian  priests  rendered  themsdvas 

Fothcrgill,  and  others.    It  is  a  remedy,  impotent  by  taking  daily  a  little  hcmlo^: 

however,  which  is  far  from  being  univer-  hence  the  proposed  use  of  it  in  satyriasis 

sally,  or  even  generally,  efficacious.    It  is  and  nymphomania.  Its  effects  in  this  way 

best  adapted  for  persons  of  an  irritable  have,  nowever,  been  denied.    Storck  ap- 

constitution,  and  is  employed  to  improve  plied    for  information  on  this  point  to 

the  discharge,  and  to  heal  scrofulous  ulcers,  women  whose  husbands  had  us«i  hemlock, 

and  to  diminish  the  size  of  enlarged  absorb-  and  says,  **  they  were  all  content  on  thdr 
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1%  and  pmtetted  on  their  consciences  The   following    table   is   taken    rn>m 

U  they  had  not  found  any  diminution  of  Bayle's  *'  Travaux  Tkerupeuiique :"  it  shows 

PIT  husbands'  ?igour."     Both   Berlins  the  results  obuined  in  a  number  of  dis- 

d  Storck  ha?e  mentioned  cases  in  which  eases  by  the  use  of  hemlodc. 
mlock  restored  the  venereal  feelings. 


Diseases  treated  by  Hemlock. 


1.  Cancerous  maladies  

2.  Scrofula 

3.  Tumors  and  obstructions  •  •^ 

4.  Ulcers  neither  scofulous  nor  can- > 

cerous    • { 

5.  Syphilis   • . . .  ^ 

6.  Tetters  (Dartres)    

7.  Tineas  (Teignes)    ^ . . . 

8.  Pulmonary  phthisis  

9.  Asthma    

10.  Lencorrhcsa    •  •  •  • 

1 1.  Scorbutus    

12.  Cataract 

13.  Hemeralopia 

14.  Amaurosis 

*I5.  Dropsy 

16.  AmenorrhcBa •  •  • 

17.  Ophthalmia,  called  serous  (scro-  7 

fulous  ?)    J 

la  Epilepsy > 

19.  Rickets    

!20.  HsBmorrhoids 

21.  Nasal  polypus 

22.  Vomiting 

23.  Neuralgia    

21.  Gout    

25.  Chronic  cystitis,  with  strangury  •  • 


Namber  of 
Cases. 


341 
43 
40 

20 

27 
II 
6 
6 
6 
6 
4 
6 
3 
2 
2 
2 

1 


Cured. 


2 
I 


535 


46 
31 
35 

17 

20 
11 
6 
5 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 

1 

1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 

1 


Ame- 
liorated. 


205 


28 
4 
4 


3 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 


45 


Un- 
succes*faL 


267 
5 
I 

1 

4 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2 
1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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ddminutnuhn, — The  usual  mode  of  ex- 
litiDg  hemlock  internally  is  in  the  form 
powder  or  extract  The  powder  is  oh- 
oed  (torn  the  leaves,  and  has,  when 
nefnlly  prepared,  a  rery  fine  green  co- 
ir,  and  the  peonliar  odour  of  the  plant 
le  finest  samples  which  I  have  seen  were 
d  by  Mr.  Batley,  of  Fore-street  It 
Mild  be  preferred  in  well-corked  bottles, 
a  dark  cupboard,  or  in  a  bottle  enve- 
led  in  dark  coloured  paper.  It  ought 
evolve  the  odour  of  conia  when  treated 
tb  caaf  tic  potash,  especially  if  heat  be 
plied ;  and  we  ought  not  to  use  it  if  it 
re  been  kept  beyond  the  year,  as  its 
iveie  become  mudi  diminished  or  lost  by 
niag.  The  dose  of  it  is  three  or  four 
luu  twice  or  thrice  daily,  tlic  quantity 
mg  sradoally  increased  until  some  ob. 
«i  elect  on  the  system  is  produced. 
Elbe  mtnei  is  niepared  bv  the  evaporation 
tiMexpreaeea  juice.  Jfost  of  what  is 
iBMed  in  commerce  is  inert.  "  We 
n  oae  day»"  says  Orfila,  <<  in  the  $hop 

I81« — SIX. 


of  an  apothecary,  who  had  several  times 
furnished  us  with  the  extract  uf  hemlock, 
which  we  had  administered  to  dogs  to  the 
dose  of  ten  drachms,  without  producing 
any  serious  accident.  We  endeavoured  to 
prove  to  him  that  the  medicine  wais  badly 
prepared ;  and,  in  order  to  convince  him 
effectually,  we  swallowed,  in  the  presence 
of  several  persons  who  happened  to  be  in 
his  diop,  a  drachm  of  this  extract  (seventy- 
two  g^ins)  dissolved  in  two  drachms  of 
water.  We  felt  no  effect  from  it,  whilst 
twenty  or  thirty  grains  of  the  extract,  well 
prepared,  would  have  probably  proved 
fatal  to  us.  Let  it  be  conceived  now  what 
advantage  a  person  is  likely  to  derive  from 
such  an  extract,  who  takes  one  or  two 
grains  of  it  per  day,  or  even  thirty  (»r  forty, 
with  the  hope  of  getting  rid  of  a  scirrhous 
tumor,  or  of  any  other  disease." 

The  extract  of  hemlock  usually  contains 
very  little  conia ;  this  has  been  shewn  by 
Geiffer  and  by  ChritUson,  «xi^  \i%&*  \m«xv 
verified  by  mytolf.    Ytoux   «.xVx«l^v,  y^c^- 
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cnred    from  one  of   the  most   respecta-  Antidotei,  —  No    chemicftl    aB^idotc  h 

ble  drug  houses  in  town,  i  was  unable  known  for  hemlock,  thongb  It  is  not  ia- 

to    procure    any    sensible    quantity    of  probable  that  an  infosion  of  nib  laitht 

this  alkali     '*  From  what  has  come  under  be   serriceable,*  as   mentioned  for  emi. 

my  own  observation,"  snys  Dr.  Christison,  The  6rst  object,  therefore,  is  to  etaraatc 

*'  the  extracts  of  hemlock  may  become  fee-  the  poison  from  the  stomach ;  this  is  to  k 

ble,  if  not  eren  inert,  in  bne  of  two  ways, —  effected  by  the  same  means  as  directed  for 

either  by  the  heat  being  continued  after  the  poisoning  by  opium.     If  the  piu^oB  be 

concentmtion  has  been  carried  io  a  certain  suspected  to  haye  passed  into  tht  bowvU, 

extent,  or  by  long  keeping.    On  the  one  a  purgative  is  to  be  administered,  oakfi 

hand,  I  have  always  observed,  that  from  '  diarrhoea  have  come  on.    The  subseqaeot 

the  iK)lnt  at  which  the  extract  attains  the  treatment  will  depend  on  the  symptoBt: 

consistence  of  thin  syrup,  ammonia  begins  blood  letting  is  freauently  required,  to  rr- 

to  be  given  off  in  abundance,   together  lieve  the  congestcfl  state  of  the  encM 

with  a  modified  odour  of  conia.    And,  on  vessels.    Opium  is  generally  prejndicisL 

the  other  hand,   I  have  found  extracts,  Artificial  respiration  may  be'resorted  to  is 

which  were  unquestionably  well  prepared  extreme  cases. 

at  first,  entirely  destitute  of  conia  in  the  Recogniiion  in  nudie&4egal  iff^vViM. — 
course  of  a  few  years, — a  remark  which  Hemlock  can  only  be  properly  recogniTcd 
applies  even  to  the  superior  extract  pre-  by  its  botanical  characters^  already  de- 
pared  by  Mr.  Barry,  of  liondon,  by  cvapo-  scribed :  yet  its  remarkable  odour  nsr 
ration  in  raruo.  The  mode  of  ascertaining  sometimes  be  of  considerable  asMstiince  is 
the  presence  of  conia  is  simply  to  triturute  recognizing  the  plant  or  its  preparations; 
the  extract,  or  other  preparation,  with  so-  nor  is  tbe  fact  to  be  lost  sight  of,  that 
lution  of  potassa,  upon  which  an  odour  of  potash  dcvelopes  a  strong  smell  of  roDia 
conia  is  given  off."  In  some  cases  it  might  be  possible  to  olh 

The  tinctura  eonii  of  the  London  Phar-  tain  some  conia  by  distilling  the  alcitholie 

taacopcKia  is  prepared  by   digesting  the  extract  of  the  suspected   sabstance  with 

dried  leaves  with  some  bruised  cardamoms  water  and  caustic  potash, 
in  proof  f^pirit    Its  dose  is  half  a  drachm 

to  a  drachm.    Geigcr,  however,  observed  MENisPEaMACE^. 
that  tbe  dried  leaves  of  hemlock  do  not 

contain  conia,  and  therefortj  this,  like  the  In   this  family  there  are  several  mh- 

powder  and  extract,  is  an  objectionable  stances  requiring  notice :    I  shall  coo- 

preparation.  mence  with 

One  of  the  best  pharmaceutical  prepara-  -, 

tions  of  hemlock   would  probably  be  an  Coceulus  palmaiuM. 

alcoholic   tincture  of  the  bruised  ripe  fruit.  History.  —  Franciscus  Redi,  in  1683,  i» 

Dr,  Christison  says  be  procured  from  two  the  first  writer  who  mentions  the  r«»<»lof 

hundred  and  twenty  grains  of  the  alcoholic  this  plant:     he    praises  it  as    an    alexi- 

exiract  of  the  ripe  seeds  ^mericarps)  up-  phamiic  or  antidote    for  poisons    Car- 

wards  of  five  grains  of  colourless  hydrate  theuser  afterwards  examined  it:  but  Dr. 

of  conia.  Thomas  Percival  gave  the  best  accoaot  of 

A  poultice  of  hemlock  is  sometimes  em-  it  in  bis  Medical  Essays,  published  in 
ployed  as  a  soothing  anodyne  application  1773.  This  root  has  been  known  bv  vsri- 
to  cancerous,  scrofulous,  and  venereal  ous  namefi,  such  as  Calumba,  Colamiu,  (a- 
nlcera.  There  are  several  modes  of  mnk-  lomba,  nud  Colomba.  It  was  at  first  so p- 
ing  it.  The  directions  of  the  London  posed  to  come  from  Colombo,  a  town  of 
College  are,  to  mix  two  ounces  of  the  ex-  Ceylon,  and  from  which  it  was  said  to  de- 
tract of  hemlock  with  a  pint  of  water,  and  rive  its  name.  But  it  is  now  known  to  be 
then  add  as  much  linseed  meal  as  will  the  produce  of  Mozambique;  and  we  are 
make  a  poultice.  The  Dublin  College  di-  told  iu  African  name  (from  which  oor 
rect  it  to  be  made  bv  adding  the  powdered  designation  is  derived)  is  Ao/wNft,— which 
leaves  to  the  strained  decoction  of  the  dried  the  Portuguese  spell  Kalumbo,  the  o  in  their 
leaves.  Some  prepare  it  with  the  nn-  language  being  mute, 
strained  decoction  and  linseed  meal;  and  .Botanical  fci«fory.— The  Calnmba  plantis 
occasionally  the  bruised  leaves  are  used  as  dicecious,  and  grows  naturally  and  ia 
a  poultice.  great  abundance  in  the  thick  forests  that 

Tlie  oininunt  ofhemli^h  is  ordered  to  be  cover  the  shores  of  Oiho  and  Mosambique 

prepared,  in  the  Dublin  Pharmacopceia,  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa,  as  well  as  in- 

by  boiling  the  fresh  leaves  of  hemlock  in  land  for  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.     Its  root 

prepared  hog's  lard.    It  is  employed  as  an  is  perennial,  and  consists  of  several  fasd- 

anodync  application  to  foul,  painful,  and  culatcd,  fusiform,  fleshy   tubeni.     Exter- 

cancerous  sores,  to  glandular  and  scirrhous  nally  it  is  covered  with  a  brown  wartv 

swellings,  and  to  painful  piles.    An  ex-  epidermis;   internally  it  is  of  a  deep  vel- 

temporaneous  substitute  may  be  prepared  low  colour,  odourless,  and  of  a  rery  bitter 

with  lard  and  the  extract  oC  li«m\ock.  \^tv.   The  stems  are  annual,  herbaceous, 
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and  twiniiw, — in  tbe  mole  plant  being 
simple,  in  the  female  fanDchine;  at  the 
lower  part  thej  are  beset  with  long  gtao- 
dolifeloui  haJTv.  The  leareaare  altercate, 
itcnrlj  orbicnlftr,  deeply  cordite,  from  five 
to  leven  lobcd,  wary  on  the  margin,  hairy 
on  bath  aide*,  and  supported  by  lunff,  hairy 
ftMtftalki.  Tbe  flowers  are  tmill,  and 
■le  turanged  In  racemea  :  thoae  ot  tbe 
ik«1b  plant  conaiil  uf  a  calyx,  compoied  or 
■iz  OTBte  lepali,  arrviged  in  two  rowi  or 
aerlea,  a  curolla  of  ili  ereen  petali,  and 
■ia  itamina.  The  feinale  flowera  coniist 
of  ft  ealyx,  cnmpoacd  of  six  sepsis,  a 
«ori>lla  of  six  peiala,  and  three  piatilla. 
TIm  Amk  is  drnpaceousJ 


Pig.  IS3. — Coeeuluj  patmalui. 

From  the  preceding  deacriplion  It  la 
CTidcQt  tbe  plant  belongs  to  the  clasa 
Diitria,  order  lUrandria,  in  the  Linnean 
untngetneni. 

Prtparatitm. — The  natiTesneter  cultivate 


the  plant,  the  spontancooa  produce  being 
sufficient.  The  root  is  dug  op  in  March, 
cut  in  alicea,  stmng  on  cords,  and  bung  up 
to  dry  in  the  shade. 

Phyiica!  pivpertita. — Cnlumba  rool  is  met 
with  in  flat  circular  or  oral  pieces,  of  from 
half  an  inch  ti>  three  inches  diameter,  and 
from  one  to  three  or  four  linea  thick.  It 
occurs  also  io  cyJindrical  pjecei  of  from 
one  to  two  incbea  long.  The  epiderml* 
cofering  the  aides  of  tiie  pieces  is  of  a  yel. 
lowish-grey  or  brownish  colour,  smooth  or 
irregulaily  ^rngoua 

great  sbrinking  of  the  medulla  in  ihq  dry. 
iog  process,  aad  consist  of  three  or  four 
conccnlric  Isyers.  Tbe  outer  or  cortical 
portion  Tarics  in  (hitkness,  but  is  nsnally 
abnut  two  or  three  lines  thick.  It  Is  sepa- 
rated from  the  ligneous  portion  by  a  dark- 
colonred  layer,  not  exceeding  a  hair  la 
thickness.  Tbe  internal  or  medullarj 
portion  is  light,  apon;y,  and  shrunk.  The 
radiating  linea  ubserTed  on  (he  transrersal 
surfaces  offer  some  resemblance  to  those  of 
the  root  of  Ciasampelos  ParEJra.  The 
odour  of  Calumba  ia  fainl,  but  somewhat 

bitter.  In  (he  larger  and  thicker  pieces 
small  boles  are  occatiunally  observed, 
which  have  bceu  made  for  the  convenience 
of  drying. 

Chrmicat  compniithn. — The  chemical  pro- 
l«niea  of  Calnmba  toot  were  first  exa- 
miaed  by  Carthcuser,  aflemardi  by  Josse 
■nd  Pertival ;  and  in  later  times  by  PtiiS', 
Planche,  Buchiier,  and  tVittstnck. 

The  fcillowing  ore  the  constituents  of 
the  roiii,  according  to  two  diemisU: — 


Biltn  matter 

.  Animal  natter,  toluble  ia  water  aad  ? 

nol  In  alcohol { 

Yellow  resinous  extiBctive •  ■ 

Vnlatileoil 

Wax    

Onn   

^rcb 

VegcuUe  madnlla    

Woodjflbr* 

Wanr • 


In  the  aabei    of   tbs    root,    Planche 

bond  calcaicons  and  potash  salla,  oxide  fusion  of  it 

«f  iren,  and  allicic  acid.  Calumba  does  nnt  contain  any  free  a[ 

Tbe  nnn-axlatence  of  tannic  or  gallic  for  i's  infnainn  dues  not  redden  litmus. 

aald  tn  thlt  tnot,  is  shown  by  the  abience  CUanwiprJnerpJi.— Tbe  odour  of  there 

«f  Aayahangc  when  salphate  of  inn,  tar-  has  by  some  bean  )n[>vnMdto4iiV^^<» 
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volatile  oil,  traces  of  which  are  said  to  of  ih§  Froura  TFoifm^^The  Frmtert  Wal- 

have  been   obtained  by  Planche.    Water  teri.aplantbelonginff  to  tlic  nataral  oviv 

(ii stilled  from  the  root  possesses  the  odour  GenCumacnty  and  to  class  Tetrandrim^  ot^ 

of  the  latter.  Nonogynia^  in  the  Linnean  arrangentnt,  li 

Aciiv^  principle  of  Ca/um^i.— The  active  a  native  of  the  southern  aod  western  per- 

principle  of  Calumba,  whatever  may  be  tions  of  the  United  States^  and  is  to^ 

its  nature,  is,  as  it  exists  in  the  root,  so-  abundant    in     Arkansas    and   Missoan. 

hiblc  in  boUi  water  and  alcohol.  From  the  resemblance  of  tbe  root,  both  ia 

According  to  Planche  it  is  a  ^low  hhur  appearance  and  medicinal  propertiei.  to  that 

nuitter,  which  he  says  is  soluble  in  water  of  the  Cocculus  palmatus,  it  has  fwcircd 

and  alcohol,  and  gives  no  precipitate  with  the  popular  name  of  American  Ci/iiMis. 
either  the  salts  of  lead  or  with  infusion  of        Dr.  Duncan  states,  that  a  faite  Cmlmmh 

galls.  rootf  the  produce  of  this  plant,  has  beta 

Some  have  suspected  the  existence  of  a  imported  from    the   United    States  iHs 

vegetable  aikali,  and  in  favour  of  this  opi-  Liverpool ;  but  I  have  oerer  met  with  aajr 

iiion  two  facts  have  been  adduced— namely,  samples  of  it  in  t)iis  conntry. 
tlic  precipitate  caused  by  an  infusion  of        Some  years  since,  it  was  introdaced  into 

the  root  with  an  infusion  of  galls,  and  the  France,  and  sold   for  genaine  Calombt. 

solubility  of  the  active  principle  in  aico-  Guibourt  pointed  out  its  distinguishinf 

hoi.    But  these  reasons  arc  hardly  suffi-  characters ;  he  called  it  fautae  radne  de  C*- 

cient.    Starch,  which  exists  in  Calnmba,  lumbo,  and  from  an  erroneoas  notion  of 

5ives,  with  infusion  of  galls,  a  precipitate,  its  origin,  it  was  sometimes  called  Colamh 

'he  late  Dr.  Duncan  suggested  that  the  d'Afrique, 
active  principle  might  be  of  the  nature  of        It  is  said  to  resemble  very  strongly  the 

pierotoiia,  as  the  plants  which  yield  ca-  true  Calumba ;  but  the  samples  I  have  iv- 

lumba  and  cocculus  indicus  belong  to  the  ceived  from  France,   wonld   not,  in  bij 

same  genus.    This  opinion  has  also  been  opinion,  be  confounded  in  this  couDtiy 

expressed  by  Buchner,  who  endeavoured  with  the  real  calnmba.    The  pieces  rciy 

to    strengthen  it    by    experiment      One  closely  resemble  those  of  gentian  root 
grainof  the  sptherial  extract,  purified  from        The  root  of  Frasera  Walteri  may  be 

the  waxy  matter  by  repeated  solution  in  readily  distinguished  from  the  true  Co- 

water,  was  applied  to  a  wound  in  a  rab-  lumba  by  the  following  chaiaeters :~ 
bit,  and  in  ten  hours  proved  fatal  to  the        I.  It  undergoes  no  change  when  tooch^ 

animal«    In  another  similar  experiment,  with  tincture  of  iodine ;  Mnce  it  containi 

three  grains  were  not  fatal.    In  the  Ame-  no  starch. 

rican  translation  of  MM.  Edwards  and        2.  It  becomes  blackish  green  when  treat- 

Vavasscur's  "  Manuel  de  Matiire  M^cale,**  ed  with   salphate  of  iron,  and  sligbtlj 

wc  arc  told  that  Dr.  Conwell  has  obtained  precipitates  gelatine ;  showing  that  it  ooo- 

an  alkaline  principle  which  he  terms  Co-  tains  tannic  acid. 

lomhia.  Now  I  have  already  stated  and  demoD- 

Wittstock  states  that  he  procured  sixty  strated  that  the    true  Calnmba  contains 

grains  of  a  crystallized,  odourless,  very  about  oncthird  of  its  weight  of  starcb, 

bitter  substance,  which  was  neither  alka-  and  gives   no  indications  of  containing 

line  nor  acid,  from  eight  ounces  of  Ca-  tannic  acid. 

lumba  root.  This  substance  he  has  termed  The  root  of  Frasera  Walteri  is  officinsl 
Columbine.  It  is  fusible ;  very  slightly  so-  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States, 
luble  in  water,  alcohol,  SBther,  or  the  vo*  Its  effeots  and  uses  are  like  those  of  gen  tiso. 
latile  oils;  but  dissolves  in  acids  and  cans-  Phjftiological  e^tcu.— -Calamha  is  an  ex- 
tic  alkalies;  its  best  solvent  being  acetic  cellent  tonic;  it  prooioles  the  appetite, 
acid.  It  is  unaffected  by  metallic  solu-  assists  the  digestive  process,  and  improrct 
tions,  and  by  infusion  of  galls.  If  this  be  the  quality  of  the  secretions  ftmn  the 
the  active  principle  of  CaJumba,  it  is  clear  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane.  Bj 
that  its  properties  must  be  modified  by  the  some  it  is  considered  as  specifically  inila- 
other  substances  found  in  this  root.  *  encing  the  liver.  It  is  not  a  stimnlaat; 
Starch, — ^This,  as  will  be  evident  from  the  for  Dr.  Perdval  took  a  scruple  of  it  on  sn 
analyses  of  Planche  and  Buchner,  forms  a  empty  stomach,  bat  did  not  ofaMrre  tbat 
considerable  portion  (about  one- third)  of  it  had  the  least  effect  on  the  legnlarity, 
Calumba  root.  Its  presence  is  readily  de-  fulnctt,  or  velocity  of  the  pnlse.  In  ano- 
tected  by  iodine :  if  the  root  be  moistened  ther  experiment  he  swallowed  half  a 
with  water  and  then  touched  with  the  tine  drachm :  in  ten  minutes  his  pnlse  was 
ture  of  iodine,  a  black  spot  is  immediately  filler,  and  slower  by  three  beats,  and  con- 

f  produced.  The  infusion  or  decoction  of  Ca-  tinned  so  for  three-qaarters  of  an  hoiir. 

umba  becomes  blue  when  iodine, is  added  In  consequence  of  the  qoantitjr  of  staidi 

to  it  The  large  (quantity  of  starch  in  Calum-  and  gum  which  it  contains,  it  is  laaked  by 

ba  root  renders  it  an  easy  prey  to  insects.  gome  pharmacological  writers  among  what 

•     Falte   Calumba ;  American   Calumba ;  root  they  term  mucili^^oos  tonicSy  in  whidi 
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ist  tbey  place  the  Cetraria  islandica  and  fore,  be  led  to  imagine  that  Caluniba  had 
^imaraba  bark.  From  both  these,  as  well  some  specific  influence  in  this  disease. 
IS  from  quassia,  it  is  distinguished  bj  its  That  it  is  frequently  serviceable  there  can 
iromatic  properties.  In  some  respects  be  no  doubt,  but  not  in  that  deg^ree  to 
[namely,  in  its  tonv^  and  aromatic  quali-  warrant  the  name  applied  to  it.  It  is 
ties)  it  approximated  to  rhubarb,  but  is  adapted  to  the  latter  stages  of  dysentery, 
levoid  of  the  purgative  and  astringent  when  all  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have 
properties  of  the  latter.  Its  want  of  subsided.  In  habitual  diarrhoea  it  is  ex- 
Kstringency  distinguishes  it  from  the  ceedingly  useful,  when  there  are  marks  of 
istriogent  tonics,  as  cinchona.    Full  doses    inflammation. 

of  powdered  Calumba,  given  when  the  sto-  3.  In  a  languid  state  of  the  stamachf  at- 
mach  is  very  irritable,  cause  vomiting.  It  tended  with  want  of  appetite,  indigestion, 
does  not  appear  either  to  constipate  or  nausea,  and  flatulence,  Calumba  root,  says 
relax  the  bowels.  We  are  not  acquainted  Dr.  Percival,  is  extre^nely  beneficial.  The 
with  the  efiects  of  very  large  doses  of  Ca-  experience  of  the  last  sixty  years  has  fully 
lomba;  but  if  Buchner*s  experiments,  justified  the  praise  bestowed  on  it  by  this 
already  detailed,  with  the  extract  of  this  eminent  physician,  it  is  of  all  tonics  the 
root,  be  correct,  it  is  a  dangerous  remedy,  least  likely  to  disagree  with  the  stomach. 
Farther  observations,  however,  are  re.  and  is  frequently  tolerated  when  any 
qaired  in  order  to  confirm  his  state-  other  would  be  immediately  reject^. 
ments.  AdminutnUion, — It  may  be  given  in  powder 

Uwee, — The  foUdwing  are  the  principal    in  doses  of  ten  grains  to  a  scruple  or  half 
•B  to  which  Calumba  is  applied : —  a  drachm.    But  the  most  eligible  form  for 

1.  To  ekedc  vomitmg. — The  power  pos-  exhibiting  Calumba  is  that  of  iuftuion,  in 
Med  by  Calumba  of  checking  vomiting  doses  of  one  or  two  fluid  ounces.  The 
bas  long  been  remarked.  It  is,  however,  strength  of  it  is,  according  to  the.  Londcm 
principally  observed  in  those  cases  of  what  Coll^,  one  drachm  of  the  root  to  four 
we  may  call  sympathetic  vomiting;  that  ounces  of  boiling  distilled  water.  It  very 
is,  vomiting  depending  on  the  sympathy  speedily  undergoes  decomposition,  owing, 
existing  between  the  stomach  and  some  as  Planche  says,  to  the  substance  which 
distant  organ,  as  the  uterus  or  kidneys,  he  terms  animal  matter.  The  tincture  of 
Thus  it  is  frequently  serviceable  in  the  Calumba  is  a  very  useful  adjunct  to  the 
nausea  and  vomitjng  which  frequently  oc-  infusion;  or  it  may  be  taken  alone  in 
car  during  pregnancy;  in  children,  when    doses  of  one  or  two  drachms. 

vomitings  take    place  during  dentition, 

Calumba  is  oftentimes  serviceable,  espe- 

cially  when  combined  with  chalk  or  mag-    COMPARATIVE    MORTALITY     OF 
nesia ;  occasionally  it  gives  temporary  re-        THE  RICH  AND  OF  THE  POOR, 
lief  in  the  vomiting  arising  from  disease  of  _^ 

the  kidney.    There  are  several  other  cases     ^.,     r»j-*        r  *i     ^  j-     i^ 
in  which  its  tendency  to  allay  sickness  is    ^<^  '**  ^'^*^'"'  ""f  '^'«  Mtdxcal  Gazette. 
observable, as  in  bilious  colic  and  habitual  Sir, 

vomiting.  I  have  seen  the  most  satisfac-  In  the  beg'inning'  of  last  year  my  no- 
tonr  results  from  the  combined  use  of  tice  was  attracteaby  a  paragfraph  which 
ioAsion  of  Calumba  and  effervescing  appeared  in  all  the  newspapers,  and 
draoghU  (composed  of  citric  acid  and  hi-  afterwards  in  your  Medical  Gazette, 
carbonate  of  potash),  in  those  occasional  announcing  the  new  doctrine  of  Dr. 
vomiUngs  especially  observed  in  delicate    ^.^  ^g^,  ^^j  endeavoured  to  esta- 

females,  and  which  are  commonly  termed  \A\Ji  .L^  c..rv^,:«-  i«..«.^„;«„  «r  n««...:,./i 
baiousattacks.  The  violence  and  conti-  "^'^^  ^''^  sunerior  longrevity  of  married 
nnance  of  the  vomitings  are  diminished  by  pcrsons,  male  and  female ;  whereupon 
these  remedies;  and  after  the  attack,  the  ^  sent  vou  a  letter  (see  Medical  Ga- 
continned  use  of  the  Calumba  has  reduced  zette,  March  19,  183G),  sbowinjjr  that 
the  frequency,  and  in  some  cases  prevent-  uo  such  result  was  deducible  from  the 
ed  the  occurrence  of  future  attacks.  Mortuary   Register  of  S.   Sulnicc  (in- 

In  order  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  anti-  sorted  by  Deparcicux),  on  which  Dr. 
emetic  qualities  of  Calumba,  Schwilgue  Casperfouuds  his  main  argument;  and, 
gave  it  when  vomiting  had  commenced,  moreover,  that  the  same  i%ork  of  De- 
ader the  nse  of  emetic  tartar  or  ipccacu-  parcieux  conUius  a  complete  refutation 
■■***V  "  r«^»®°^^'  but  not  constantly,"  ^f  j^^  i„  jhe  recorded  ajjes  of  nearly 
■^  he,  "I  have  wc^  the  Foimtinj  ar-  io,000  monks  and  nuns  who  were  bound 
mtcd.      I   have   often  administered  the    *^\jrAx^cv 

Calamba  along  with  the  emetic  tartar  and    *"  t»    i   ki    t   u     ii      *  i  i 

ipeeaenanha:  vomiting  in  general  oc-  Probably  I  should  not  have  concerned 
Sawi,  but  it  was  milder,  and  was  more  ^1^^[  ;S*>fb  !>»-.  Casper's  bold  spenila- 
dowlv  piodoced."  \Mm^  had  it  not  thteaVewf^UL  «^TV^>a»»  \w- 

8.  In  diarriM  and  di^sentery.-^The  Ger-    jury  to   ClviWzed  E.utvxYC  V'J  \>cv^  VwVsxA 
man  laane tor  CalumbtL root'iB Ruhrwunelf    discouragement  o?    \\fe   xw^iiT^wctt  ^^>^^^ 
tbtU  h^  dftemuw  n^.    You  would,  there-     valuaiioQ  o^lca&es,  aud.  o^^it  ^vxrivsvyc 
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ships  to  au  immense  amount;  for  the 
contingency  of  marriage  is  evidently 
incalculable,  and  yet,  according  to  Dr. 
Casper,  is  au  element  which  oug'ht  to 
be  taken  into  account  in  all  such  calcu- 
lations. 

Dr.  Casper^s  Lebensdawer  has  since 
found  its  way  into  England,  and  ano- 
ther of  his  speculations  has  attracted 
public  notice,  by  a  contrast  of  the  dura- 
lion  of  life  among  the  rich  and  among 
the  pour,  which  he  exhibits  in  a  table, 
and  also  by  lithographed  lines  of  life,  ac- 
compauied  by  a  commentary  of  his  own. 

"  We  cannot  see  without  astonish- 
ment,^' says  Dr.  Casper,  "  that  the  com- 
forts enjoyed  by  thor  rich  extend  the  du- 
ration of  life  itself.  Compared  with  the 
poor,  twice  as  many  of  the  rich  attain 
to  the  age  of  70 ;  three  times  as  many 
the  age  of  85 ;  and  four  times  as  mauy 
the  age  of  90.  In  other  words,  the 
average  duration  of  the  life  of  the  rich 
is  50  years,  of  the  poor  little  more  than 
32  years;  a  diflerence  of  18  years  of 
life  oetwcen  the  prince  and  the  pauper.'* 

This  result,  which  excites  the  asto- 
nishment of  Dr.  Casper,  may  reason- 
ably excite  in  others  attention  to  the 
materials  on  which  it  is  founded  ;  and 
herein  the  noTclty  of  having  recourse  to 
genealogical  tables,  as  printed  in  an  al- 
inanack,  is  first  to  be  noticed.  Indivi- 
duals  who  die  unmarried,  or  without  is- 
sue, have  little  to  do  with  the  family 
tree,  being  always  noticed  significantly 
as  S.  P.  (sine  prole)^  and,  unless  person- 
ally conspicuous  in  family  occurrences, 
are  not  likely  to  appear  in  any  tran- 
script of  genealogy,  much  less  in  an 
almanack ;  the  printer  of  which,  of 
course,  aims  at  brevilv  in  his  compila- 
tion. Much  less  likely  to  be  recorded, 
or  even  noticed,  are  those  who  die  in  in- 
fancy and  childhood  ;  and  accordingly 


Dr.  Casper's  table  assigns  no  more  than 
44  deaths  amooff  713  children  under  ten 
^earB  of  age.  But  there  is  no  instance 
in  any  other  published  table  of  morta- 
lity, of  less  than  one-third  dying  in  the 
first  ten  years  of  Jife-— that  is,  238  in 
713, ^r  333  in  1000;  and  Dr.  Casper 
cannot,  therefore,  be  dissatisfied  if,  in 
favour  of  the  select  class,  and  for  tbe 
sake  of  obvious  calculation  in  a  subse- 
quent table,  their  mortality  is  assumed 
to  be  287  in  1000,  instead  of  02  in  1000, 
as  assigned  in  his  table  *. 

In  the  foregoing  extract  from  Dr. 
Cas]>er,  we  are  told  that  the  expecta- 
tion of  life  among  the  rich  is  50  years; 
so  that  the  total  number  of  years  lived 
by  his  713  individuals  must  have  been 

[36006-5.  5^^  =  50-5  -  5  =  50yrs.] 

But  if  his  radix,  by  adding  243  to  his 
44  deaths,  becomes  1000  instead  of  713, 
and  the  number  of  years  lived  (by  a 
reasonable  assignment  of  three  years  of 
life  to  each  of  the  243  added  indi- 
viduals  dying  under  ten  years  of  age) 
becomes  3(3,735,  the  result  assigns  to  tbe 
rich  no  more  than  36^  years  as  their  ave- 
rage duration  of  Iife,instead  of50y< 


[36006  •»•  729 -86785 -36-7^  -•»  ->862»  yra.] 
lUOO 

It  is  true  that  the  average  life  of  the 
select  class  in  Germany  (as  elsewhere) 
probably  exceeds  40  years ;  but  Uie  ano- 
malies m  Dr.  Casper's  entire  table  aie 
such  as  invalidate  any  result  deduced 
from  it,— as  he  himself  will  candidly 
confess  on  comparing  it  with  tbe  Law 
of  Mortality^  in  Belgium   according  to 
M.  Quetclet,  and  with  that  of  Sweden, 
which  differ  but  little  from  our  English 
tables;  but  I  prefer  them,*as  nearer  to 
Germany,  as  well  as  being  founded  on 
very  ample  materials. 


Afc. 

Law  of  Mortality  in  each  period. 

1 

1 

Dr.  Caaper. 

M.  Quetelet, 

1 
Swedish,  1795. 

30-35 

31 

29 

29 

35—40.    . . 

41 

i   29 

30 

40-45'>>* 

51 

30 

35 

45—50. . . . 

48 

31 

37 

50—55.... 

66 

36 

41 

55 — 60  .... 

47 

40 

47 

I 

•  U  h  ivm«rkable  that  Dr.  C.b\m«e\t  Vp.  ^^  ot     Vw  t**^  ot  \\t*.  tVA%  TM&t\a\\v^  mvi«\%^i«  « 
hh    I.e6emfdmu^r)  nhown,    that,  \xi   RwlVu,  4ti\      v^^«^«»^*  ^'^^;j  \  ^^^*« ^^^e^^'^^^H '<*  ^w^^VtW 
n»l€M  in  low,  409  females  \n  1000,  d\t  \u  x^e  &t%\.     uxv«%»Tft^\«^.  ^ 
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Your  readers,  in  examiniDg*  the  above  proceeded, — I  can  understand  that  in 
columns,  are  requested  to  understand  such  a  case  it  may  cost  the  inquirer  a 
tliat  tb^  are  all  worked  on  the  common  paujg^  in  destroying'  the  abortion  and  rc- 
imdiz  of  1000 ;  and  the  irregular  aber-  jectiug*  the  intellectual  labour  of  days  or 
imtion  of  Dr.  Casper^s  column  from  the  weeks.  But  this  kind  of  sacrifice  is 
other  two  succeeding*  columns,  suffi-  absolutely  required  by  the  moral  sense, 
ciently  proves  that,  from  whatever  which  is  couventionaily  ascribed  to  all 
cause,  the  Genealogical  Almanack  is  those  who  undertake  to  instruct  man- 
not  a  secure  basis  on  which  to  construct  kind  in  useful  knowled«^ ;  for  to  say 
any  calculation  of  the  expectation  of  that  such  knowledge  is  not  advanced  by 
life ;  and  I  request  attention  to  the  re-  the  publication  of  error,  does  not  ex- 
markable  fact,  that  the  select  class  of  press  the  whole  truth :  the  mischief  is 
Dr.  Casper  exhibits,  in  some  instances,  of  a  positive  description,  because  the 
a  much  i^reater  mortality  between  the  reader  is  thereby  drawn  aside  from 
affcis  of  30  and  (K>  years  than  the  entire  better  occupation,  and  his  time  must  be 
population  of  Belgium  aud  Sweden, — a  afterwards  expended  in  refuting-  or  pe- 
fact  entirely  subversji^c  of  his  argument,  rusin^r  the  refutation  of  the  unfounued 
even  supposing  his  data  to  be  of  any  speculation  which  has  unadvisedly  been 
value.  placed  before  him. 

I  know  not  whether,  afVer  this  expo-  Still  worse  will  be  the  result,  if  those 
sition,  I  am  justified  in  asking  the  fur-  who  rely  on  an  accredited  author  are 
tlier  attention  of  your  readers  to  Dr.  "misled  into  an  unlimited  train  of  error 
Casper^s  column  exhibiting  the  morta-  practically  injurious  to  mankind.  Dr, 
lily  of  the  poor  of  Berlin, — of  those  Casper  himself  furnishes  an  example  of 
who,  in  case  of  disease,  are  attended  by  this,  when  he  imputes  to  marriage  con- 
medical  oflicers  at  the  expense  of  the  sequences  which,  unrefutcd,  would  go 
public.  The  poor  do  not  often  accept  near  to  abolish  all  life  assurances ;  and, 
Mich  aid  unless  attacked  by  a  dangerous  in  the  present  instance,  into  a  specula- 
disease  ;  and  to  rely  on  tne  duration  of  tion  suDvcrsive.of  amity  and  good  will 
life  among  such  persons  as  a  general  between  the  different  grades  of  human 
rule,  is  quite,  as  novel  as  the  applica-  society ;  and  regarding  which  I  shall 
tion  of  a  Genealogical  Almanack  in  the  only  add,  that  as  the  population  of  £ng- 
case  of  the  rich.     I  really  cannot  ima-  land  and  that  of  Prussia  have  increased 

S'ne  by  what  process  of  ratiocination  at  the  same  rate  since  the  peace  of  1815, 

r.  Casper  can  advisedly  ascribe  to  pa-  the  difference  of  condition  between  the 

tients  woo  die  in  a  public  hospital  the  rich  and  the  poor  cannot  be  very  unlike 

same  duration  of  life  as  to  others  gene-  in  the  two  nations  ;  and  that  in  Enf^- 

rally,  many  of  whom  either  escape  dis-  land  the  advantage  of  the  select  class, 

ease  or  survive  it,  and  die  of  old  age.  of  those  who  are  concerned  in   pecu- 

I   forbear  to  examine  into  the  aberra-  niary  transactions  with  government,  is 

tions  of  a  table  founded   on   such   an  not   very   ^reat.       In   the    opinion   of 

a^umption.    Dr.  Casper  has  sufticienlly  Mr.   Finlaison    (whose  calculations  on 

approved  himself,  by  his  medical  sta-  the  lives  of  upwards  of  !120,000  public 

iistics,  and  his  Lebeiudawer^  to  be  an  annuitants  are  Known  to  be  unimpeach- 

iudustrious  collector  of  information,  and  able),  the  expectation  of  life  throughout 

has    displayed    his     results    in     well-  the  entire  population   of  England,   in 

arrangea  ta'bles  and  diagrams;  'but  his  the  year  1821,  had  reached  that  of  the 

good  Qualities  will  not  be  conducive  to  select  class  in  the  year  1786, — a  fact 

tne  public  gmid  until  he  has  banished  whioh  would  be  incredible,  unless  we 

from  his  mind  that  love  of  the  marvel-  knew  that  the  annual  number  of  deaths 

Inns  which,  once  admitted,  puts  to  flight  in   England   did   not   increase   during 

all  other  considerations.  thirty-six  years  (from   1780  to   1815), 

I  can  very  well  understand, perhaps  I  although  the  population  increased  from 

have  myself  felt  in  my  own  experience,  7,814,000  to  11,525,000,  or  47  per  cent., 

tliat  when  the  mind  has  been  led  into  a  durins^  that  time.     It  is  true  that  this 

hopeful  investigation,  in  the  progress  of  remarkable  prolongation  of  human  life 

which  the  same  mind  hapi>ens  to  dis-  may  have  extended  in  some  degree  to 

cover  its  own   error  of  iuauction,— or  the  select  class;  but  it  would  be  out- 

wben  an  impossible  or  absurd  result  of  raging  probability  to  estimate  the  life 

calculation  dcmoifstratcs  the  unsound-  of  the  select  male  as  more  than  equal  to 

of  the  materials  on  which  it  has  that  of  females  gcncraW^' maW^Vak&'&c^vsl 
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society.  The  experience  of  the  Equitable  ^aent  repetitiont  I  canmol  offer  to  kgi- 

Assiirancc  Society  (published  in  1834),  timate  an  excuse, 
where  a  great  majority  of  the  insured        In    his    **  Trail6    de    PAaieiiltatHB 

are  males,  confirms  Mr.  Finlaison's  cal-  mMiate,"  Laennce  has  given  a  «fi?inM> 

culations.  of  the  surface  of  the  cheat  into  dtlleifil 

This  mention  of  a  Life  Assurance  Of-  regions,  with  the  olMtfacteim  of  eomid  « 

fice  reminds  me  that  I  ought  not  to  con-  percussion  which,  aecordin|f  to  hbrn^  W- 

clude  this  letter  without  stating,  that  in  long  to  each.    There  are, in  bis  accoaot 

the  opinion  of  those  most  conversant  in  of  these  regions  and  sounds,  aoae  cr* 

life  assurances,  the  usual  certificates  of  rors,  either  direct  or  implied,  whieb  I 

health  required  of  the  insured,  and  upon  shall  now  endeavour  to  point  ont,  ar- 

which  Dr.  Casper  places  great  reliance,  ranging   mj    remarks     under    a   few 

arc  fully  balanced  and  counteracted  by  beads. 

insurances  effected  by  individuals  con-        He  says,  first,  that  in  the  nuuBBMUT 

scious  of  concealed  disease,  and  some-  region, which  commences **Aa-dessousig 

times,  though  (we  may  hope)  rarely,  by  la  quatrieme  c6te  et  finit  A  1a  baititoe,'* 

the  flagitious  practices  of  those  who  in-  percussion  cannot  be  employed  "  cbtt 

sure  lives  which  they  intend  to  shorten  fa  plupart  des  femmes,"  and  that  is  i 

afterwards.— I  remain,  sir,  it  seldom  yields  as  much  sound  as 

Your  obedient  serrant,  **  region  anterieure-superieure,**  &m 

John  Rickman.  count  of  the  tkickneu  of  tke  loufer  fdEfr 

Feb.  14,  1837.  qf  the  ffreat  poctorol  WiwucU.^ 

A  much   better  explanation  of  tbit 


the 


■  oomparatire  dnlness  will  be  fiHud  in 

ERRORS    OF    LAENNEC    AND        I^f.  P^i^^T  "if  •^'' ^^k'^ili^  Jll^l^ 
_,„„-, Q  latter  of  which  is.  with  few  ezeeptioiH. 

Ul  Hi!«K»  ^^j.  j|,g  surface  in  the  greater  part  of 

RB8PBCTINO  TNI  thc  sald  mammanT  region,  on  the  right 

REGIONS  OF  THE  CHEST.  »We,  and  very  frequently  also  on  the 

leA. 

The  circumstance  of  Laennee  not  haw- 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,    rag  taken  the  heart  rato  consideration 

in   his  account  of  the  regions  of  the 
^^^f  chest,  has    been    pointed    out  by  M. 

Some   apology  ma;^  be  necessary  for    Andral. 


misunderstoo<i,  and  the  perplexity  and  rebord  des  cartilages  des  fausses  cAtes," 

errors  which  have  been  the  result — if  the  sound  is  almost  always  "  peu  dair" 

they  consider  the  respectable  authorities  on  the  right  side,  "  A  cause  clu  volume 

who  have  contributea  to  the  spread  of  du  foic."    That  on  the  left  side,  on  the 

incorrect   opinions    concerning    it  —  if  contrary,  it  is  often  clearer  than  nato- 

they  consiuer  what  an  apparently  fair  ral,  and  almost  tympanitic,  from  distcn- 

ground  thc  consequent  mistakes  have  sion  of  the  stomach  oy  gases. 
Ainiished  to  many,  for  treating  the  phy-        3.   That  in    the   "  region   lat^rale " 

sical  sig^ns  with  neglect  or  disdain — and  which   commences  '*  au-dessous  de  U 

finally,  if  they  consider  that  the  expo-  quatrieme  c6te,"  and  ends  "  A  la  hui- 

surc  of  error  often  facilitates  the  esta-  ti^me/'  the  sound  is  always  clear  on  the 

blishment  of  truth,  they  will  nerhaps  left   side ;    that  "  souvent   il  Test  no- 

feel  disposed    to    view   any  efforts  to  tablement  moins"  on  the   right ;  **  ce 

throw  light  upon  it  with  some  degree  of  qui  indique  toujours  que  le  foie  remonte 

indulgence.  plus  haut  tyx'i  Poroinaire,  et  que  le 

I  might  have  avoided  much  repeti-  poumon  droit  refoule  en  haut,  en  devient 

tion  in  the  notice  of  I^ennec's  regions,  un   peu   plus    dense  et    moins  rempli 

by  putting  under  the  same  head  those  d'air.     Car  le  foie  ne  remonte  jammi$ 

that  yield  similar  results;  but  1  have  rSeUement^  au  moins  lorsquUl  ett  emin^ 

,  preferred  the  risk  of  being  tiresome  to  plits  haut  que  le  niveau  de  la  sixieme  cu 

that  of  being  charged  with  intentional,  cinquieme  cote  an  pl%(^.** 
or   unintentional,   misrepresentation   of        It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Lacnuec  is  mis- 

his  views.    With  regard  to  other  fre-  taken  when  he  asserts  that  the  healthy 
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lirer  *'  ne  remoDte  jamais  plus  baot"  infer  that  Laennec  supposed  its  iufluence 

than  the  le?el  of  the  fifUi  nb  $  as,  on  on  the  sound  not  to  extend  above  the 

Ibmi  supposition,  diseased  livers  are  as  eighth  rib  in  these  two  reji^ons,  even 

■luch  toe  order  of  the  d9j  amongst  us,  when  the   stomach  was  distended  bj 

as  was  ever  dreamed  of  by  the  strongest  gases, 

partisans  of  hepatic  affections.  Now  the  fact  is,  that  when  the  sto- 

The  general  rule,  the  mare  than  ge-  mach  is  distended  by  gases,  it  affects 
ner^i  rulo,  is,  that  the  liver  doeg  rise  the  sounds  as  high  up  as  the  sixth,  the 
above  the  level  of  the  fifth  rib*,  which  fifth,  or  even  the  fouith  rib. 
explains  venr  well  the  fact,  that  the  The  cases  in  which  the  stomach  eives 
sound  in  the  *'  region  lat^rale,  k  droite,"  its  sound  no  higher  than  the  eig^u  rib 
is  not  onl^  often,  but  almost  always,  are  mere  exceptions,  and  that  not  only 
especially  in  its  lower  parts,  ''  notable-  when  there  may  be  said  to  be  dutemsioH 
vent  moins  clair  qu'dl  gauche,"  unless  of  the  stomach  by  gases,  but  in  the  or- 
tfcere  is  disease  on  the  left  side  dimi-  dinaiy  state  of  things, 
nishing  the  natural  quantity  of  air,  or  It  is  extraordinaiy  that  Laennec 
emphysema  or  pneumo-thorax  on  the  should  take  no  notice  of  the  intestines 
rigbtf .  in  this  account,  alUiougfa  their  presence 
_  4.  That  in  the  '*  region  lat^rale-inf<§-  high  up  often  produces  a  very  marked 
ricure,'*  which  commences  '*  au-dessous  increase  of  '*  sonoreit^."  The  circum« 
de  la  huiti^me  c6te,''  and  ends  *'  au  stance  of  his  stating  that  in  this  lower 
rebord  des  cartilages  des  fausses  cdtes,**  lateral  region,  the  stomach  distended  by 
the  sound  is,  *'  par  la  raison  que  nous  gases  might  produce  a  clear  resonance, 
venous  d^exposer,"  often  **  tout  k  fait  even  though  the  lower  portion  of  the 
mat"  in  the  *'  region  lat^rale-inf&rieure  left  lung  should  be  "  engorg^,"  or 
droite,"  and  that  it  is  almost  always  though  tuere  should  be  an  '*  epanche- 
^  beao<toup  moins  sonore"  than  in  the  ment"  in  the  pleura  of  that  side,  is  not 
left ;  that  in  this  last,  on  the  contrary,  calculated  to  diminish  our  surprise, 
the  sound  is  often  clearer  than  natural  when  compared  with  bis  want  of  know- 
when  the  stomach  is  distended  by  gases;  ledge  as  to  its  iufluence  high  up. 
and  that  '*  cette  r^nnance  claire  peut  He  mentions,  however,  that  in  the 
encore  avoir  lieu  en  nareil  cas,  lors-  "  region  dorsale  inferieure,"  which  com- 
meme  que  la  partie  inferieure  du  pou-  mences  "  a  la  hauteur"  of  the  inferior 
mon  gauche  serait  engor^^e,  ou  <|u'il  angle  of  the  scapula,  and  ends  "  a  cellc 
extsteraitun^panchementdanslaplevre  de  la  douzieme  vertdbre  dorsale,"  the 
de  ce  c6t^."  sound   on  the  left  side  often  presents 

If  we  consider  what  is  said  and  what  over  the  whole  extent  of  that  region 

is  omitted,  concerning  the  stomach,  in  "  la  sonoreite  trompeuse"  before  men- 

the  account    of    the   regions    **  mam-  tioned,  and  which  he  attributed  to  the 

maiie,"  ^'  sous-mammaire,"  '*  lat^rale,"  stomach  being  distended  by  gases. 

and   **  Iat6rale-inf6rieure,"    it  will   be  It  should    be    borne  in    mind  that 

erident,  I  think,  that  there  is  a  remark-  Laennec   scarcely*    employed  mediate 

able  oversight.    We  are  taught  that,  in  percussion ;  but  the  points  on  which  I 

the  left  "  region  sous-mammairc,"  the  have  ventured  to  criticize  him  mig^ht,  I 

distension  of  the  stomach  by  gases  pro-  -think,  have  been  made  out  by  imme- 

duees  a  sound  clearer  than  natural,  and  diate  percussion,  especially  as  he  was 

almost  tympanitic ;  and  also,  that  in  the  unrivalled  in  that  respect. 

left   "  region  lat^le  inf<§rieure,"  the  In  the  **  if^otes  et  Additions  an  Traite 

distension  of  the  stomach  by  gases  pro-  de  FAuscultation  mediate  de  Laennec," 

duces   a    sound    clearer  than   natural,  by  Mons.  Meriadec  Laennec  and  Mons. 

This  is  perfectly  true ;  but  when  com-  Andral,  this  latter  thus  expresses  him- 

pared  with  the  total  silence  as  to  the  self  regarding  Laennec*s  account  of  the 

stomach  producing^  any  effect  on  the  sounds  of  the  chest,  with  the  exception 

sound  in  the  '*  region  mammaire,"  and  as    to   the  heart  above  mentioned  :— 

the  **  r^on  lat^rale,"  we  may  fairly  «*  Dans  cette  appreciation,  si  nette  et  si 

■     vraie,  des  differences  de  sonoreite  que 

*  This  is  not  offered  m  ma  original  remark,  pr^sciitcnt  Ics  parois  thoraciques  dans 

•1rn:;l7"?X,*'«5irk.  b.«  «i.iy  r.f.«n..  le»  ^ivcni  point,  do  leur  fetendue,"  &c. 

to  the  level  of  the  fifth  rib  at  ibe  standard  of  the     

bcalthy  liver  ;  baft  do  not  Lafinnec's  words  imply 

that  he  considered  this  as  the  ezcepUoo,  and  the  *  I  am  not  qulU  luit  v^x«.X2ft»\kft  «Q^W|«s^  W 

level  oC  tbe  ilstli  as  the  uUnoet  avenge  belf  hc  /  at  all. 
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The  almost  uiiquali6ed  praise  whicfi  the  particular  individual  with  wboa  it 

M.  Andral    (pivet  ou  this    occasion  is  originated. 

perhaps  quite  as  aurprisin^^  as  the  ori-  ft  has  been  mentioned  to  me  by  ee^ 

(final  errors  of  Laeuiiec,  which  he  thus  tlemen  who  have  attended  the  cfiniqne 

adopts  as  his  own.  of  M.  Louis,  that  he  gives  a  rule  far 

I  shall  now  make  a  lonpT  quotation  estimotinf^  the  average  faeic|[fat  of  the 

from  M.  Piorry,  which   will   serve  to  liver ;    but  their  information  u  not  saf- 

showtbatmec/tafe/iernifWofi  did  not  save  ficientljr  positive  and  precise  to  iuoifj 

him  from  error  as  to  the  ordinarv  height  me  in  venturing  to  give  anj  definiie 

of  the  liver  and  its  relative  situation,  opinion  about  it 

'*  A  droitc  et  ]ors(]u'&pres  avoir  percute  le  In  those  individuals  whose  diapbraaa 
haut  de  la  poitrine,  ou  explore  plus  in-  on  the  leA  side  runs  at  a  considerablt 
ferieurement,  on  trouve  ordinairement  a  distance  from  the  ribs,  some  tact  in  pcr- 
quelques  uoucesau-dossousdumamelon,  cussion  is  requisite,  in  order  to  make 
uiipeu  plus  dc  resistance  au  doigt  et  the  stomach  or  intestines  te// through  tks 
de  la  matil6.  Cela  n^est  bien  sensible  lung  high  up*.  Sometimes,  too,  the  liver, 
qu'a  Taide  d*une  percussion  assez  forte ;  extending  far  to  the  lel\,  renders  the 
a  mcsure  qu'on  descend  la  durcte  et  le  stomachal  or  intestinal  sound  from  per- 
son obscur  devienneut  de  plus  en  plus  cussion  in  front  distatit  and  feeble; 
apparens,  de  telle  sorte  que  tout  a  fait  still,  with  a  certain  degree  of  skill,  it  is 
en  has,  dans  le  thorax,  se  retrouvent  les  often  possible  to  ascertain,  not  onl/ 
caracteres  plessim^triques  dus  i  la  pr&-  througn  a  portion  of  liver,  but  aW 
seuce  du  foie ;  c'est,  en  eflfet,  cet  organe  through  a  portion  of  the  heart,  wbca 
qu*on  rencontre  sur  ce  dernier  point*."  this  organ  lies  in  a  slanting  direetioa 

The  opinion  tliat  jou  must  ordina-  on  the  diaphragm,  the  intestinal  or 
rily  descend  "  quelques  pouces"  below  stomachal  sound  behind  them.  I  anj 
the  nipple  before  jou  nud  '*  un  pcu  mention,  that  in  such  cases  also  tM 
plus  de  resistance  au  doigt  ct  dc  la  kind  of  revolving  or  tilting  motion  al- 
matit^/' and  that  "  cela  n'est  bien  sen-  ludcd  to  in  a  former  number f,  will, 
sible  (|U*a  Paide  d'une  percussion  as8ez  even  through  tlie  heart,  frequently  indi- 
forte,"  is  so  utterly  contrary  to  what  al-  catc  the  height  of  the  diaphragm  be- 
most  daily  obsenation  teaches  me,  that  it  hind  it,  and  consequently  that  of  the 
might,  combined  with  the  opinions  com-  stomach  or  intestines, 
bated  above,  lead  to  the  suppositiou  of  An  objection  is  sometimes  made,  that 
there  being  some  difference  in  tbestruc-  the  height  of  the  diaphragm  varies  au 
ture  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  and  Lon-  much  during  respiration  as  to  render 
don  with  regard  to  the  height  of  the  fallacious  any  practical  conclusiious  at- 
liver  and  the  diaphragm  generally.  tempted  to  be  drawn  from  a  supposed 

At  page  162  or  the  same  work  we  are  knowledge  of  it  at  any  given  moment 

told   that  it  is  in   general  "&   un   ou  To  this  I  wduld  answer,  Ut«  That  the 

deux    pouccs  au-dessous   du   mamclon  variations  during  the  ordinary  act  of  re- 

droit,"    tliat    the  liver  commences    in  spiration  are  too  slight  to  lead  to  any 

the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and  that  practical  mistake.     2d,   That  even  in 

its  lower  eoge  terminates  "  au  rebord  strouf^  abdominal  inspiration  the  move- 

costal."  ment  is  not  one  of  much  depression,  hot 

In  connexion   witli   M.   Piorry   and  of  the   tilting  or    revolving  character 

mediate  percussion,  I  may  take  the  op-  above  mentioned ;    and   that  this  last 

portuuity  of  stating,  that  thb  practice  of  motion,    properly    understood,   renden 

percussing  on  one  of  the  fingers  was  more  easy    a  knowledge   of  the  dia- 

first    proposed   by   Dr.   Skerrett,  who,  phragmatic  level.    3d,    That  opinions 

with  my  self 'and  several  others,  attended  drawn  from  living  animals  whose  abdo- 

the  early  public  demonstrations  of  M.  minal  parietes  have  been  cut  through, 

Piorry  in  the  dissecting-rooms  near  La  are  not  conclusive  on  the  subject. 

Piti6.     I  sneak  from  personal  and  posi-  In  a  note  to  his  communication  *'  On 

tive   knowledge  of  the  circumstances ;  the  theory  and  practice  of  Percussion  as 

and  I  recollect  perfectly  his  urging  the  a  mode  of  Diagnosis  {,"  my  friend  Dr. 

subject  on  the  attention  of  M.  Piorry,     ^ 

who  ai)peared  to  me  at  the  time  indis-  ^  ,         , .       , ,.     ,        .       ,  ._*,       • 

J  ' '^      .     .    •     .1                     I        J.I  *  In  upeakliiK  of  thettomacb  or  InlntliiM*  i 

posed  to  enterlani  the  proposal,  and  who  j^  not  mean  tolmply  tbia  they  cwmot  estot  hbjk 

ficcms  subsequently   to   have  forgotten  uptogviiirr. 

^                          ' : r t  Dec.  10»  I8S6. 

•  Vu  pruc6.1(:  upiiatolrc,  &c.  p.  63.  t  Mepical  Uaibtts,  Jan.  31, 1»7. 
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Williams,  in  speakinf^  of  the  beifi^bt  to  that  lateral  depression*  which,  in  the 

which  the  diapbragfm  rises  in  the  chest,  miyoritr  of  individuals,  indicates  the 

represents    me  as  having^  taken  great  level  of  the  diaphragm  on  the  corres- 

Eains  to  investipcate  this  matter.     Per-  ponding  side,  would    be   affected    bj 

aps  I  maj  be  excused  for  stating  that  consolidation  of  the  lungs  or  effusion 

I  hare  taken  great  pains,  not  to  ascer-  into  the  chest.     The  cases,  whether  of 

tftin  simply  the  height  of  the  diaphragm,  tuberculization  or  hepatization,  which 

but  those  marks  and  movements,  whe-  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining, 

tber    appreciable  by    sight    or    touch,  appear  to  justify  the  posRive  conclusion 

which  indicate  in  different  individuals,  that  this  depression  is  not  changed  bj 

not  only  the  height  of  the  diaphragm,  those  diseases,  and  that  it  tliere  luso  in- 

but,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  distance  at  dicatcs  in   general   the  diaphragmatic 

which  it  lies  from  the  nbs  in  different  level.     With  regard  to  effusion  into  the 

pATts  of  its  course ;  thereby  rendering  it  chest,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  speak- 

possible  to  foretell  in  any  particular  ing  with  hesitation,  but  on  the  one  hand 

case,  with  considerable  practical  accu-  some  cases  of  the  kind   that  I   have 

racy,  the  degrees  of  resonance  on  per-  seen   appear    to   favour  the  idea   that 

cussion,  and  the  state  of  the  respiration  either    tne    lateral    depression    b    not 

in  those  parts  of  the  chest  which  lie  be-  affected,  or  that  it  is  merely  thrown  a 

low    the  diaphragmatic  level,  and   of  little  higher   up ;    and    on   the   other, 

Goune  to  estimate  any  marked  deviation  I  am  not  aware  of  having  met  with  a 

from  the  healthy  state.  single  exception  to  this  rule.     If  this 

If,  on  the  other  band,  the  inquiry  has  opinion  proves  to  be  correct,  it  will  sug- 

been  begun  by  the  general  and  local  gest  the  practical  caution  of  not  intro- 

•i|pi8,  this  method  may  be  found  useful  ducing  tne  instrument  below  such  de- 

in  confirming  or  invalidating  the  con-  pression,  unless  there  shall  be  circum- 

eloaions  drawn  from  those  sources.    The  stances  which  prove  that  the  diaphragm 

difficulty  of  describing  the  indications  is  displaced  downwards  to  a  sufficient 

famished  by  sight  or  touch  as  to  the  degree. 

course  of  the  diaphragm,  deters  me  from  In  the  case  mentioned  by  Dr.  Stokes, 

attempting  it  at  present,  but  I  hope  to  the  diseased   side   at   the   time  of  the 

be  able  to  do  so  before  long  with  some  operation  was  in  a  state  of  contraction, 

deip^e  of  success.     In   the  meantime,  and  it  is  possible  that  this  circumstance 

any  one  who  may  feel  inclined  to  inves-  may  cause  some  doubt  and  difficulty. 

tiicate  the  subject  practically,  will  meet  However,  if  it  is  recollected  that  as  a 

with  a  corresponding  disposition  on  my  general  rule  the  depression  is  a  little 

part.  higher  on  the  right  side  than  on  the  left, 

•  By  the  remark,  that  the  fact  of  the  an   examination   of  its   height  on   the 

diaphragm  rising  thus  high  up  in  the  sound  side  may  lead  to  a  pcohable  con- 

cbest  had  been  little  attciuled  toby  phy-  elusion  as  to  its  natural  height  on  that 

sicians.  Dr.  Williams  did  not,  I  believe,  which  is  diseased. 

mean  to  convey  an  assertion  that  he  had  There  is  one  point  which  I  must  not 

ewer  known  it  to  be  attended  to  either  omit  to  mention.     Although  it  may  be 

much  or  little  by  any  physician  or  phy-  inferred    that    the   diaphra^,    unless 

ncians.  .  displaced  downwards  by  disease,  rises 

The  perusal  lately  of  an  article  by  as  high   as  the  lateral  depression,    it 

Dr.   StoKcs,  in  the  7th  number  of  the  cannotbeinfcrred  that  it  rises  no  higher. 

Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  and  Chemi-  J  would  venture  to  propose  an  hypothe- 

cal  Science,  induces  me,  in  the  hope  of  sis  which  will  go  far,  I  think,  towards 

prerenting  the  recurrence    of  such    a  explaining  a  great    number  of  cases, 

mistake,  and  dissipating  a  little  of  the  and  reconciling  some  apparent  contra- 

obscurity  which  sometimes  hangs  about  dictions.     It  is  this ;    that  there  is  in 

■och  cases,  to  make  some  remarks,  and  every  individual  a  depression  on  each 

tbrow   out  some  conjectures   which    I  side  corresponding  to  the  natural  height 

■bould    otherwise    have    reserved    for  of  the  diaphragm  on  that  side,  and  that 

further  examination.                  ^  this  depression  remains,  although  from 

In  that  article  there  is  mention  made  some    cause,    such    as  diseased    liver, 

of  an  operation  for  empyema,  in  which  effusion   into    the    abdomen,    ^c.    the 

die  diaphragm  was  pierced,  from   the  diaphragm  should  be  either  temporarily 

inatmment  having  been  introduced  too  or  permanently  thrown  higher  up  than 

low  down.     It  has  been  for  some  time 

an  object  with  me  to  ascertain  how  far  *  Med.  Uaz.  Dec.  lO,  1836. 
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three  or  four  daj's  nothing  hut  weak-  the  hroncban  (or  emphjuema  pda.  r 

ness,  with  a  tiresome  cough, remained  in  catarrh,  chron.),  which  were  the  Ban 

the  majority  of  instances, — a  weakness,  frequent  and  formidable  complirabovk 

however,  greatly  disproportionate  to  the  were  generally   as  easily  ideaiiM  » 

duration  or  danger  of  the  disease.  Two-  usual.     In  e?ery  caae  the  inOnrua,  if 

fifths  of  the  cases  noted  as  influenza  by  distingoisfaed  at  all,  was  readily  dcM- 

the  house-surgeon  were  of  the  kind  just  ed,   whatefer  its  ecmiplicatifiiis,  if  tu 

glanced  at;    the  remaining  three-fifths  tended  to  within  the  first  day  or  two; 

were  complicated  as  follows;  ?iz.  with  af^i-r  that  period  it  oflen,  in  bad 


•  •  •  •  • 
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Pleoropncumonia 
Bnmchiti^,  mostlv  chronic,  and  f 
combined    with   Emphysema  >  62 
Pulm.  and  Morb.  Cord.    •  •  •  •  ) 

Phthisis 2o 

Plcuhtis 6 

Fever,  in  Hovcml  instances  Typhoid  2o 

RhLMiinatism,  Cbron 2 

Morb.  Chrun.  Ventriculi 3 

Croup 3 

Ptvalism I 

Encephalitis I 

Morb.  Chrou.  Cord 3 

Pericarditis    1 


became  abisorbed    in  the  effects  of  tW 
graver  complicating  disease. 

3/or/a/i<y.— The  mortalilT  with  us 
as  elnewhere,  amongst  papulations  nn- 
bracing  indiflVrenlly  iudiTiduah  of  all 
ages,  sound  and  unbound,  was  ven 
considerable  during  the  period  so  oAri 
specified  abo?e.  I  do  ui>t  know  dm 
any  simple  case  was  loai  from  iaflacnii 
unaided  by  pre%ious  dis4.*aaie  or  sobir. 
^uent  complication  ;  but  so  lar|pp  a  por- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  cHir  inflimiia 
had  had  prcvinHsly  tulM>rralated  lanes 
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Orc<Min*e   the  symptoms  must  have    diseased  bronchial  ramifications  or hvptr- 

varied  much  ni  the  second  class,  or 
complicated  cases.  In  numemus  in- 
stances the  complicating  diseases  were 
at  first  so  masked  by  the  influenzn,  as 
not  to  he  easily  recognizable.  Without 
the  aid  of  the  ])h*\inieter  or  finifcr  and 
ear-tulH» ;  indeed,  it  appeared  to  me 
nearly  inipossihlo  in  several  cases  to 
arrive  at  a  safe  or  satisfactory  diagnosis, 
ra(»re  esuecially  in  ])ersoiis  advanced  in 
life.  1  he  irregularity  observed  in  the 
course  of  the  functional  signs  did  not 
in  any  material  (U*j»Tre  of  course  extend 
to   the  physical  %\*^uh  ;    so   that  pneu- 

moi.ia,  ph'thisis,   disease  of   the  lieart.  Giving  a  gnuid  total  mnr  }    .^ 

and  hy  pcrtniphy  of 'the  ramifications  of  tality  of . . . . .  VV7..  7. . .  J    *^ 

Table  of  Age*  of  all  Cases  treated  in  the  Wards  of  the  St.  MarwUhone  Im£ 

from  30/A  Dec.  183«,  to  MUh  Feb.  1«37. 


trophy  of  the  heart,  and  the  insisarei 
in  which  pleuropneumonia  was  cxctb^ 
were  so  numerous,  that 

We  lost  in  the  six  «-e«ks,  from 
31»t  December,  altugrther  •  •  •  • 

Cases,  to  which  must  be  added, 
deaths  in  the  infirm  wards  of 
the  Workhouse,  same  period  •• 

In  the  outdoor  practice  also  there 
were  some  deaths  CexeloRire  «tf 
the  mortality  of  the  eases 
transferred  to  the  iafinDarrl, 
amounting  in  the  same  peri'^i 
to  40 


Ages  or  all  Caii«». 


Living. 


I- 

I-     Male. 


I'nder  12  months*  • 
I  to    5  years*  •  ••   i 

.5—10 

10  —  20 ! 

•20  — :j(r 

30—10 

40  —  :Ai 

,V)  —  M ' 

60  —  70 ' 

70  and  upwards  •  •  i| 


6 


1.5 
17 
40 
SI 
31 
27 
36 
22 
21 


Female. 

4 

5 
24 
33 
40 
2t> 
27 
2.5 
.10 
II 


Dying. 


Male.     !    Female 


5 

12 
13 

\5 
10 

9 


r 


I 
2 
4 

6 

10 

14 

9 


R  E 


3 
U 

a"! 

41 
3ft 


I 


I 
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Miemarki  on  the  Table  qf  Ages.  two  females  between  40  and  50;  be- 

From  the  preceding*  Uble  it  would  ap-  ^^^^  ^  and  60  tbcre  wore  five  males 

pear  that  aged  persons  hare  enjojed  no  »"«*  ^^^  females ;  and  between  60  and 

Bucb  immonities  during  the  late  epide-  ''V.'*  "*■"«?.*"<*  ®"«  female. 

uie  as  thcj  have  been  found,  or,  for  The  comphcatmg  diseases  were— 

want  of   counting,  |>erhaps,  supposed  Chronic  disease,  with  enlargement 

•?   ^\'?r  ^c^^""   epidemics*      :Morc  ^f  the  heart  and  bronchial  ra- 

than  half  of  the  cases  were  above  40,  mifications,  without  acute  pul- 

while  a  fourth  part  nearly  were  above  monic  disease «     9 

OO.     But  the  table  represents  the  case  Chronic  disease  of  the  heart  and 

too  favourably  for  the  other  extreme  of  bronchia,   with  recent  plearo- 

lile,  owing  to  the  nursery  and  school  pneomonia 6 

cbildrm  bavins  usually  not  been  so  se-  Chronic  disease  of  the  heart,  with 

▼erely  affected  as  to  require  hospiul  phthisis  (1),  or  recent  pericar- 

treatment.    Another  generally  received        _  ^^*  ( ' )   "\""."\'.". ^ 

opinion,  however,  is  confirmed  by  our        £?fKT"**.t°^  pericardiUs 1 

experience,  viz.  the  potency  of  pec^toral  V^Z:i:!!\r!'r':^'^. ::::::.    \ 

disease  as  a  preduposing  cause;  this  pneumonia  with  suppuraUon  of 

appears  stnkmghr  from  the    table    of  kidneys .....T 1 

complications.     For  though  the  corapli-  Pneumonia,     morb.    cord.,     and 

cateo  cases  were  received  into  the  Infir-  arachnitis  1 

mary   in   much  larger    proportion,    of  - 

course,  than  the  simple  cases,  yet  the  I  observe<l  nothing  constant  in  the 

number  of  the  former  is  too  considerable  post-mortem  appearances   but  extreme 

to  be  overlooked,  or  attributed  to  uni-  injection  of   the    trachea    and   all  its 

▼ersality  of  diffusion  of  the  epidemic  branches,  and  in  several  cases  thicken- 

causes,  rather  than  to  peculiar  suscepti-  ing  of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  passages. 

bility  in  the  subjects.  But  those  are  nothing  more  than  are, 

I  have  added  the  deaths  of  all  dis-  according  to  my  observation,  to  be  met 

eases,  but  none  for  influenza  separately,  ^ith  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  al- 

for   the  obvious  reason   that  influenza  wost    every  case   of   asthma,    chronic 

proper  produced  no  deaths.  catarrh,  and  old  disease  of  the  heart   It 

Amongst  the  causes  I  have  seen  no  m&J  be  thought  singular  that  disease  of 

reason  to  reckon  contagion  ;  perhaps  I  the  heart  should  have  occurred  so  of>en, 

have  not  looked  sufficiently,  or  inquired  much  oftener  than  phthisis,  being  eigh- 

forit     Like  all  other  epidemic  diseases,  teen   times  out  of  twenty -two ;   audi 

the  present,  whether  contagious  or  not,  should  probably,  some  twelvemonths  or 

cerUinly  commenced    at   first  without  more  since,  have  been  struck  myself  by 

contogion,  and  has  probably,  as  I  think,  such  a  sUtement.     But  it  is  undoubt- 

been  exclusively  reproduceil  and  conti-  edly  true,  that  disease  of  the  heart  fre- 

nued  by  recurrences  of  one  or  more  of  its  quently  escapes  the  observer  who  trusts 

first  causes :  what  those  first  and  essen-  to  his  eye  as  a  means  of  admeasurement, 

tial   causes  are,  I  think  with   Pringle  When,  as  oflen  happens,  there  is  no  peri- 

(Med.  Obs.  and  Inq.  vol.  vi.)  is  still  a  carditis,  nor  any  valvular  disease,  and 

problem  for  solution.  when  hypertro])by,  if  existing,  is  distri- 

--.    ...  ^  buted  pretty  equally  over  the  organ,  there 

Morbtd  Appearances.  j,  ^  ^„^t  Chance  of  its  escaping  notice. 

During  the  epidemic  numerous  nppor-  unless  very   coiiniderable ;    more  espc- 

tunities  presented  themselves  of  investi-  cially  if  the   inspector  have  defective 

l^ating  Its  anatomical  characters;  and  information  respecting  the  health  of  the 

in  every  instance  I  found  that  the  fatal  deceased.    To  guard  against  error  from 

result  might  be  attributed  to   previous  that    quarter,    I    have    for  some  time 

disease,  or  to  organic  deterioration  from  wc^ighed    every    subject    inspected   on 

lapse  of  years.    The  youngest  was  a  account  of  disease  of  the  heart,  entire 

female,  8  years  old,  who  sank  under  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  afUr  a 

double  pneumonia  supervening  on  tu-  careful    examination    of  the    pectoral 

berculation.     There  were  a  male  and  yiscera,  weighed  the   heart  separately, 

a  female  between  20  and  30;  a  male  and  after  washinrrand  in  %is  way  have 

m  female  between  30  and  40 ;  a  male  and  satisfied  myself  that  amongst  the  labour- 

~  Hirock7cycl7prac.  Med.;  «r<.  laflucD.a,  ^^K  <^^«»*«»  *!,1^*»^  hyperUophy  of  that 

p. «.  organ  is  a  still  more  common  and  fatal 
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disorder  than  many  or  most  pbyiicitm  treated  farioaalj  of  necetnUr,  bat  alwrn 

believe.  wi^  a  double  regard  to  toe  fnavctas 

Treat metit.— Regarding  the   simple  well  as  to  the  transiefit  and  minor  dis- 

influenza  cases  I  nave  Tittle  to  say.  ease.      Poeumonia  and   plearisj  were 

With   warmth,    water  gpruel   for  food,  the  complications  that  most  freqaenlij 

and  repose  in  bed  for  a  couple  of  days,  compelled  us  to  deviate  from  oar  genenl 

they  were  usually  convalescent,  or  about  method,  and  those  were  encouotmd  bjr 

to  be  so,  whatever  might  be  the  medica-  bleeding,  both  general  and  local,  espe- 

tion  employed,  provided  only  that  nicdi-  cially  the  latter,  blistering,  antimonials, 

cation  were  not  energetic.    "  Res  fuit  and  when  less  tractable  on  account  of 

hercU  diffitfE  potius  accuratse  ac  debit!  disease  of  the  heart,  a^  &c  by  mcr- 

regiminis   plerumque,  quam  medicinic  cury  likewise,  with  or  without  opium. 

elaborate,"  (Huxbam  de  sere,  Sec.)  like  John  Clendinnino,  A.M.  ic  M.D. 

its  predecessor  of   1743 :    occasionally,  Ph|»lcl«n  to  tbe  llary-le-bone  laftnury.ftc. 

however,  like  the  epidemic  just  referred  Wimpoie  street,  Feb.  la,  lav. 

to,  "  multo  plus  curiB  atque  diligentite      

poposcit."     In  a  great  majority  of  cases, 

nearly  all  indeed,  it  was  thought  ad-  NOTE  ON  THE  INFLUENZA. 

visable  to  blister  the  cbest,  which  usually  

gave   to   the    bronchial    irritation    the 

relief  desired.     In  some  also  leeching  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medieml  GmxetU. 

or  cupping  was  cautiously  employed ;  ^ 

where  the  pain  under  the  sternum  was  ^'^ 

urgent,  or  nueumonia  or  pleurisy  was  If  the  papers  which  hare  appeared  in 

apprebendeu,  or  where  ffastro-enteritic  the  medical  journals  are  to  be  received 

irntation  was  well  marked.  The  ordinary  as  indicative  of  professional    opinion, 

internal  medicine  was  antimonial  mix-  considerable  difference  exists  both  in  the 

ture  (gr.  f  to  jiss.)  with  2  or  3  drops  of  theoretical  and  practical  views  taken  by 

laudanum  4tis  horis,  which  was  gene-  different  men  regarding  the  natare  of 

rally   found  to  answer  well ;    but  in  the  epidemic  recently  so  prevalent, 

several  cases*  probably  20,  half  a  grain  I  am   induced   to  trouble  you  with 

or  a  grain  was  prescribed  with  benefit,  this  communication,  not  from   bavii^ 

Purges  were  ollen  called  for  by  consti-  any  thing  new  in  the  way  of  hypothesis 

pation  at  the  commencement,  and  were  to  present  to  your  readers,  but  simplj 

at  all   times   used    without  hesitation,  from  the  desire  to  place  on  record  a  teiir 

according  to  circumstances.     As  soon  facts,  on  which  I  leave  it  for  others  to 

as  fever  abated,  animal  food,  beginning  theorize  if  they  think  proper, 

with  broth,  if  not  previously  in   use,  I  presume  that  the  cases  I  haye  seen, 

was  employed,  with   porter,  wine,  or  taken   altogether,  have   been  of  more 

other  cordial  according  to  circumstances,  than    the    average  degree  of  severitj. 

In    15  or  20    cases  sabun-a   and    op-  first,  because   they   have  been   treated 

prcssion  were  treated  at  first  with  emetic  partly  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  where 

doses  of  antimony ;   and  frequently  the  the  slighter  cases  were  not  admitted; 

ordinary  antimonial  mixture  operating  and   secondly,   because   a  certain  pro- 

011  an  irritable  stomach, caused  vomiting,  portion     of    the    others     have     been 

which  was  found  to  be  of  service  ulti-  patients,  to  whom  I  have  been  ealled 

mately,  however  inconvenient  in  some  by  general  practitioners,  who  have  dose 

ca.ses  at  the  moment.    I  do  not  know  me  the  favour  to  ask  for  my  assistanoe. 

that  bleeding  was  ever    employed   in  Now,  setting  aside  the  mere  catarrhal 

uncomplicat^  influenza,  but  pneumonia  affections    of    a    few    days*   duration, 

or  other  visceral  inflammations  originat-  the  great  mass  of  the  others  which  I 

ing  in  influenza  were  encountered  as  have  seen  has  been  made  up  of  uneqai- 

usual.     Into  the  treatment  of  the  com-  vocal  examples  of  inflammation  of  the 

plicated  cases  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  air  tubes.    This  has  principally  been 

to  enter,  partly  on  account  of  the  tedi-  developed  in  the  minuter  branches,  but 

ousness  of  a  detail  of  so  many  various  not  unVrequently  has  extended  into  the 

plans,  but  principally  because  influenza,  trachea,    and    sometimes    even  to  the 

not  the  diseaiffes  with  which  it  was  in-  larynx.      The  inflammation,  however, 

cidentally  associated,  is  the  subject  of  has  not  been  limited  to  the  parts  just 

this   communication.     Suffice   it   in  a  mentioned,  but  in  a  certain  number  of 

general  way  to  say  that  such  cases  were  cases  has  affected  other  mucous  mem- 
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brancs  in  addition  to  the  simultaneous  skin,  but  this  diminished  as  the  disease 
participation  of  the  air  passagfcs.    Thus,  advanced,  even  in  those  cases  which 
takinfi^  40  of  the  more  severe  cases,  I  were  runninor  an  unfavourable  course. 
find  that  3  had  well-marked  symptoms        In  some  of  the  published  opinions  of 
of  laryngitis ;    3  had  pleurisy ;  4  had  this  epidemic,  it  has  beeii  argfued  that 
otitis,  which  in  three  terminated  in  pu-  it   was  not  essentially  of  in'Aammatoiy 
rulent  discharge  of  several  days'  dura-  nature,   because  the    patients  did  not 
tion ;   1  had  inflammation  of  the  con-  bear  bleeding  well ;  but  this  I  apprehend 
junctiva  in  both  eyes ;  4  havehad  inflam-  to  be  very  frequently  the  case  m  bron- 
mation  of  the  postetior  fauces ;  2  have  chitis,  as  it  also  is  occasionally  in  other 
bad  swelling  and  inflammation   of  the  inflammations—such  as  various  forms  of 
parotid  and  submaxillary  glands  on  the  erysipelas.     The  disease  in  thepresent 
subsidence  of  the  pulmonary  aflection ;  instance,  as  in  bronchitis  generally,  has 
and  in  3  erysipelas  has  followed  on  the  been  by  far  most  severe  on  those  ad- 
subsidence  of  the  primary  attack.    As  vanced  in  life,  and  it  is  familiar  to  all, 
in  aU  the  above  there  was  a  pulmonary  that  in  them  inflammation  of  the  pas- 
aflection,  the  result  is,  that  25  had  bron-  sages  very  rarely  assumes  the  plastic 
chitis  of  different  degrees  of  severity,  form  which  it  presents  in  early  life, 
and  15,  in  addition  to  this,  had  simulta-  The  principal   source   of  danger,  if  i 
neous  inflammation  of  some  other  and  may  so  express  myself,  consists  not  so . 
for  the  most  part  analogous  texture  ;  much  in  toe  activity  of  the  inflamma- 
while  5  had  other  forms  of  iuflamma-  tion   as  in   one  of  its  c fleets— namely, 
tion  as  scquelie  of  the  original  attack,  the  increased  secretion  into  the  minute 
Of  the  entire  number  here  referred  to,  bronchi,  by  which  the  air  is  prevented 
6  have  died,  3  of  whom,  however,  I  saw  from  coming  into  contact  with  tiic  pulnio- 
only  at  a  verv  advanced  period  of  the  nary  vesicles,  so  that  the  artcrialization 
disease,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  of  of  the  blood  is  arrested.     Many  of  the 
its    early    stage ;     1    was    a  case  in  patients    whom     I    have    seen,     had 
which  erysipelas  supervened  upon  laryn-  more  or  less  of  a  leaden  tint,  and  all  the 
gitis,  ana  scarcely,  I  think,  to  be  called  four  who  died  were  deeply  tinged — one 
a  fatal  case  of  *' influenza;"  the  other  4  of  them  as  blue  as  I  oversaw  in  cholera. 
were  cases  of  bronchitis,  attacking  per-         Of  the  four  fatal  cases  alluded  to,  I 
sons  who  had  been  previously  subject  to  had  oiily  an  opportunity  of  examining 
pulmonary  aflTections,  and  in  whom  the  two.    Tne  disease  in  one  had  lasted  ten 
disease    ended   in  suffocating  cflTusion  days,  in  the  other  a  fortnight;  in  both 
into  the  air  tubes.  the  appearances  were  the  same — namely. 
The  general  symptoms  were,  at  the  dark  vascular  redness  of  the  mucous 
onset,   chilliness  (in  one  amounting  to  membranes,  extending  from  the  larynx 
violent  rigor),   severe  headaclie,   great  to    the    minutest    ramiflcations  of  the 
Itfsitude  and  depre8sion,cough,with  hur-  bronchi  which  could  be    traced.    The 
riedrespirationand  feeling  of  distress,  re-  smaller  air  tubes  seemed  to  be  literally 
lerred  to  the  chest  generally,  with  much  soaked  with  fluid,  while  the  larger  were 
pain,  (as  if  the  parts  had  been  bruised,)  smeared  over  with  viscid  mucus,  as  ad- 
extending    along     the    diaphragmatic  hesive  as  birdlime.     The  lungs  gorged 
m&rigin    of  the    ribs,   aggravated    by  with  blood.  In  one,  old  adhesions  of  the 
coasting  or  deep    inspiration.      The  pleunc  ;  but  in  neither  any  evidence  of 
congh  was  at  first  dry,  but  after  a  few  recent  pleuritic  hiflammation. 
days  became  loose,  in  favourable  cases^  The    general    treatment    consisted 
and  afterwards  accompanied  by  free  mu-  in  confining  the  patient  to  bed,  exhihit- 
coos  expectoration.  The  crcpito-mucous  ing  a  draught  containing  5ij.  of  liq. 
rmle  was  for  the  most  part  pretty  general  acet.  ammonite,  every  four  or  six  hours, 
in  both  lungs,  and  a  graver  ronchus  in  acting  gently  on  tbe  bowels,  and  ]>ro- 
the  larger  tubes;  while,  in  not  a  few  moting  expectoration  by  means  of  oxy- 
caseiy  a  kind  of  tremor  or  vibration  was  mel  of  squill  and  ipecacuanha.     In  the 
felt,   by  merely  laying  the  hand  flat  great    majority    of  cases    perspiration 
upon   the    chest,     over  the    situations  c.ime  on  within  the  first  two  days,  after 
of  ifae  larger  bronchi.    The  pulse  was  which  the  symptoms  gradually,  thougli 
in  general  considerably    increased    in  but  slowly,  abated. 
freqnency,  but  (unless   in  the  cases  in        If  the  (lisease  assumed  a  more  inflam. 
ivhich  pienrisv  was  combined)  was  soft  matory  character,  that  \%^  \(  vWt^  v«*^<& 
and  eompmsible.    There  was  heat  of  more  than  the  average  (Ve^ee  ^K  (<^ncx. 

48L-:r/x.  ^  ^ 
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wilh  bard  dry  coiifjfh,  calomel,  with 
James's  powder,  or  tartarized  antimony, 
was  prescribed,  which,,  in  the  more 
acute  cases,  was  pushed  to  the  extent  of 
twelve  grains  or  calomel,  and  two  of 
tartar  emetic,  in  twenty-four  hours.  In 
such  cases  blisters  were  also  applied  to 
the  chest.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
inflammatory  symptoms  were  less  mark- 
ed, or  had  been  subdued,  the  expecto- 
rants were  strengthened  by  the  addition 
of  spirit,  eetheris  nitrici,  and  compound 
tincture  of  camphor.  Where  the  debi- 
lity was  ^reat,  a  draught,  containing 
f.  9ij.  spirit,  ffitheris  sulphurici,  with 
1t|,vj.  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  sweetened 
with  some  syrup,  was  of  service,  and 
Was  aflerwards  followed  up  by  some 
bitter  tonic,  particularly  cinchona,  as 
soon  as  the  pulmonary  symptoms  were 
subdued. 

Where  there  was  much  oppression  of 
the  lungb  early,  and  before  effusion  had 
taken  place  into  the  air-passages,  leeches 
to  the  sternum,  followed  by  blistering, 
were  efficacious.  When  the  larynx  and 
trachea  were  implicated,  too,  leeches 
^  were  applied ;  but,  guided  by  former 
experience,  I  abstained  from  general 
blood-letting  in  all  the  cases,  except 
those  in  which  the  pleura  was  impli- 
cated; but  even  here  the  venesection 
was  not  well  borne,  producing  a  greater 
degree  of  subsequent  debility  than  we 
are  accustomed  to  witness  from  similar 
depletions ;  and  in  one  of  those,  where 
the  patient  required  to  be  bled  three 
times    to    twelve  ounces,  although  the 

Eleuritic  symptoms  were  thus  overcome, 
c  was  seizea  two  days  after  with  ery- 
sipelas of  the  scrotum,  and  thighs  adja- 
cent, which  speedily  produced  partial 
sloughing,  and  required  the  exhibition 
of  bark  and  wine. 

So,  too,  with  regard  to  the  affection  of 
the  throat;  this  has  rather  shewn  a 
flabby  and  relaxed  condition  of  the 
membrane  than  acute  inflammation. 
It  has  usually  been  attended  with 
great  pain  in  the  deglutition  of  the 
saliva,  while  a  mouthful  of  food  could 
be  swallowed  without  the  same  diffi- 
culty. Most  relief  was  aflforded  in  such 
cases  by  stimulating  and  astringent 
l^argles. 

In  the  cases  where  otitis  took  place, 
although  the  bronchial  inflammation 
had  not  subsided  when  the  former  came 
on,  Tvt  it  was  bo  more  complained  of, 
and  had  disappeared  when  the  discharge 
from  the  ear  was  e&lablished.    Nearly 


the  same  thing  was  obterred  with  le* 
spect  to  the  inflammation  of  the  glaadt 
aoout  the  jaw— that  is,  by  the  time  the/ 
were  considerably  swollen ,  the  bieatlh 
ing  was  entirely  relieved. 

I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  serraot, 

RoDEaicK  Maclbod,  M.D. 

23,  Heorietta^Street,  CaTendi»li-SaBarab 
Feb.  ]4»  1886. 
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OF  1837. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gezette. 

Sir, 

If  you  think  the  annexed  remarks  on 
influenza  of  sufficient  interest,  perbaM 
you  will  give  them  a  place  in  the 
Medical  Gazette. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  senrant, 

R.J.P. 

Kensington,  Feb.  16,  1837. 

The  cases  of  the  epidemic  may  be  di- 
Tided  into  three  classes,  accordiog  to 
the  aspect  of  the  symptoms. 

1.  Those  cases,  chiefly  occuixing  in 
young  persons,  having  the  featurct 
simply  of  mild  catarrh. 

2.  Those  assuming  more  the  aspect 
of  rheumatic  fever,  to  which  catarrhal 
symptoms  are  attached  only  in  a  trifling    i 
degree,  occurring  also  chiefly  in  the    ' 
young  and  middle  aged. 

3.  That  severe  form,  prevailing  most 
amongst  the  old,  and  more  especially 
those  who  have  the  chronic  bronchial 
aflTection  so  common  to  elderly  persons. 

In  the  first  form  there  is  generallj 
chilliness  or  rigors,  succeeded  hy  heat; 
pain,  often  severe,  in  the  frontal  sinuses 
and  nostrils,  with  feeling  of  sufibcatioD 
from  swelling  of  the  membrane  liniog 
the  back  part  of  nostrils — oflten  with 
bleeding  from  that  part.  Troubleaone 
cough,  from  irritation  referred  to  the 
lower  part  of  trachea ;  especially  teas- 
ing during  the  night ;  not  relieved  in 
the  usual  way  by  expectoration.  The 
pulse  weak,  not  much  quickened;  topgv^ 
slightly  furred,  and  generally  moisL 

Treatment, — By  confinement  to  bed, 
or  to  a  room  of  equal  temperature,  tkess 
cases  soon  pass  over.  Kecovery  seeois 
to  be  chiefly  retarded  by  the  depreanoo 
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vo  marked  in  this  disease,  together  with  sets  clean,  auiDine  is  the  hest  tonic.  The 

the  persisting  dry  cough.  diet  should  oe  as  nourishing  as  the  sto- 

Saline  and  mucilaginous  medicines,  macb  and  STstem  will  bear, 
as    mucil.    tragac,     or    acaciee,    mist.        In  both  these  forms  the  depression  of 

am^rgd.,  or  oxymel,  with  small  doses  of  strength  and  spirits  is  very  remarkable—- 

antimony  and  nitrate  of  potass.    The  quite  out  of   proportion    to  the  other 

nijght  cough  much  relieved  oj  ten  grains  symptoms. 

of  pulf.  ipecac,  comp.  at  bed- time,  in        In  the  third  form  the  chief  danger  is 

mucilage,  with  spt.  8E;th.  nitr.  3ss.,  or  from   the   large  quantity  of  tenacious 

made  into    pills   with    mucilage  ;    by  mucus  secreted  by   the   bronchial  sur- 

which  a  quiet  night's  rest  is  procured  face ;  the  depression  of  strength   caus- 

with  great  relief.    The  bronchial  irrita-  ing  great  difficulty  in  its  expectoration, 

tion  may  be  much  mitigated  by  mustard  The  attack  frequently  appears  but  as 

poultices  applied  (from  half  an  hour  to  an  aggravation  of  symptoms  previously 

two  hours)  to  the  upper  part  of  chest,  existing,  but  whose  features  it  rapidly 

Secretion  may  be  promoted  by  the  fol-  changes.    The  strength  sinks;  the  ap- 

lowing  pill  every  four  or  six  hours :—  petite  fails;  the  circulation  becomes  lan- 

Ext.  Conii.  Pil.  Scilla  C.  aa.  gr.  11.;  ir";<i ;  the  strength  is  inadequate  to  ex- 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  1.  P«^  f*'^  1*^.  quantity  of  bronchial  se- 

cretion ;  the  lips  get  blue,  the  mtestmes 

Diet,  arrow-root,  gruel,  whey,  beef  tea ;  cold,  and  the  patient  soon  sinks,— -often 

with  meat  early  in  the  convalescence.  in   a  few  hours.     In  less  severe  cases, 

there  is  a  lighter  shade  of  these  symp- 

In  the  second  form  the  early  symp-  toms  ;  the  tongue  is  much  furred — ^often 

toms  are  the  same  as  in  the  first,  but  brt>wn  and  dry. 

more  severe:   there  is  headache,  much  -     Treatment. — Much  benefit  is  derived 

pain  in  the  aponeuroses  of  loins,  scapulae,  from  blistering  the  chest,  which  should 

and  limbs,  often  round  the  margin  of  be  done  early  in  the  case,  so  as  to  and- 

cheat,  apparently  in  the  tendinous  struc-  cipate  the  severe  symptoms.      Squills, 

tares  external  to  the  chest,  sometimes  ipecacuanha,  antimony   in  small  doses 

extending  over  one  side  and  suddenly  (avoiding  its  depressing  effects) ;  and 

shifting  to  the  other;   the  pulse  quick,  where  antimony  cannot  be  borne,  the 

and   generally  small   and   weak;    the  lobelia  inflata    (tincture)    anpear  ser- 

tongue  furred,  white  and  moist,  often  viceable  in  clearing  the  broncnial  tubes, 

dry  and  yellow;    trifling  cough,  and  in  dose^  of  3ss.  every  six   hours,  with 

aneasiness    in    the  air  passages;    the  sether'and  ipecac.     Where  the  tongue 

eerebral  symptoms  in  some  cases  severe,  is  much  furred   (as  it  is  almost  always), 

often  amounting  to  delirium.     There  is  one  or  two  doses  of  calomel,  followed 

generally  much  depression;   often  syn-  by  hyd.   c.  creta,  combined  with  rhu- 

.eope.     The  urine  is  small  in  quantity,  barb,  or  at  night  with  Dover's  powder. 

and  loaded  with  lithate  of  ammonia.  This  form  of  opium  appears  to  agree 

Treatment,  —  Saline  aperients,  with  better  than   any   other  in  this  disease  ; 

ealomel  and  antimony  at  night.  Leeches  perspiration  is  promoted  and  rest  is  pro- 

to  the  forehead  in  many  cases,  and  to  cured,  without  that  binding  effect  on 

ike  chest,  followed   by  blisters,   when  the  secretion  which  follows  the  other 

the   pains  about  the  chest  are  severe,  preparations  of  opium.      Nourishment 

Bleeding  does  not  seem  more  effectual  must  be  cautiously  given  from  the  first ; 

in  giving  relief  than  leeches,  and  is  not  such  as  beef-tea,  Jelly,  yelk  of  egg,  with 

weU  borne.     Vinum  colchici,  in  half-  warm  milk,  or  whey ;  aud  where  there  is 

drachm  doses,  relieves  the  pains  in  the  much  prostration,  with  wine,  or  brandy. 

liead  and  limbs;    10  grs.  of  Dover's  There  is  in  many  cases  very  troublesome 

powder,  with  nitre,  at  l^-time,  is  ytry  vomiting ;   this  is  relieved   hy  potass, 

oaeful  in  allaying  pain  and  procuring  soda,  or  ammouiee  carb. ;  effervescing 

real.    Where  the  tongue  is  much  furred,  with  lemon  juice.    Warm  milk,   with 

great  relief  is  obtained  hy  purging  the  soda-water  added  to  it,  is  a  pleasant  be- 

AVer  with  calomel,  followed  by  warm  verage  in  tliese  cases. 
werienia,    aa  rhubarb,  magnesia,  and        Amongst  the  young,  one  fatal  case 

mtfi,  aloes,  or  rhubarb  and  tartrate  of  only  occurred,  in  a  publican  of  intempe- 

polasSy  or  sulph.  and  carb.  magnesia*,  rate  habits,  and  unhealthy  condition. 
Willi  Ir.  card.  co.    As  soon  as  the  febrile 

ajmploms  have  auhtided,  and  the  tongue  -  T.  C,  aged  ^.--H^  vx^^t^  ^  ^Nt 
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days  from  the  simple  catarrh,  and  ne-  namely,  by  puncturing  with  a  rery  fine 

glected  it.     Rather  suddenly  the  symp-  needle,  until  a  drop  of  fluid  oozes  out 

toms  took  a  formidable  aspept.   Hoarse-  on  withdrawing  the  needle,  and  in  three 

ness,  hurried  short  respiration,  frequent  days  the  hydrocele  will  completely  dit- 

cough,  with   trifling    expectoration   of  appear,  no  matter  in  what  quantity  the 

mucus;   quick   and   very  weak  pulse;  fluid  mi^ht  have  been  collected.     In  the 

the  voice  soon  diminished  to  a  whisper;  last  number  of  the  Medical  Gazetr 

the    stifled  cough  became  almost  con-  there  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Trafers,  i& 

stant ;    the  skin  clammy ;    lips  blue ;  which  he  seems  to  insinuate  that  be 

hands  and  feet  cold  ;  and  nails  blue,  was  the  discoverer  of  that  method,  be- 

The  chest  throughout  was  dull  to  per-  cause  he  had  punctured   a  hydrocele 

cussion,   and  the  respiration    scarcely  with  an  acupuncturation  needle  a  foit- 

audible.  night  prior  to  the  date  of  my  letter. 

The  extreme  prostration  forbade  de-  Such  may  haye  been  the  caae  I  am  not 

pletion  in  any  form ;  calomel  oflered  the  in    a  position    to    deny,    although   I 

only  chance,  and  it  was  given  freely ;  3  must  in  justice  to  myself  declare  3iat  I 

grains  every  2  hours,  with  carbonate  of  never  heard  of  Mr.  Travers  deviating 

ammonia  every  4  hours.    Warm  wine  from  the  ancient  routine  of  practice  in 

whey  was  the  only  thing  he    would  the  treatment  of  hydrocele  or  any  other 

take.  disease.     But   lest  the  public  should 

A  blister  applied  to  the  chest  be-  imagine,  like  Mr.  Travers,  that  my  dis- 

came  prangrrenous  soon  after  vesication,  covery  and  the  appearance  of  the  letter 

He  died  48  hours  after  the  commence-  in  the  Lancet  to  be  synchronous,  I  can 

ment  of  severe  symptoms.  bring  forward    evidence  at  any  time 

Post-mortem,  —  The  lungs  did  not  that  the  operation  had  been  performed 

collapse  when  the  chest  was  opened ;  two  years  oefore  Mr.  Travers  conceived 

they  still  crepitated  on  pressure ;  were  it,  as  he  terms  it.    I  even  spoke  of  it  in 

thickly  spotted  over  with  petechiee  un-  public  to  several  medical  gentlemen, 

der  the  pleura.  who  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  vouch  for 

The  lun^,  trachea,  and  larynx,  were  the  accuracy  of  the  statement.     It  was 

removed  for  examination.     The  mem-  not  until  I  perfected  the  operation,  and 

brane  lining  the  larynx  was  of  a  deep  had  seen  many  eases,  that  I  dared  to 

red  colour,  with  flakes  of  lymph  in  the  make  public  the  extraordinary  fact  that 

ventricles,  and  on  the  choroese  vocales.  a  single  puncture  with  the  point  of  t 

Trachea  intensely  injected  throughout,  fine  needle  into  an  eneystedi  cavity  is 

and  coated  with  glairy  adhesive  mucus,  suflicient  to  cause  the  absorption  of  flie 

as  also  the  large  bronchia ;  a  red  mucous  fluid  contaiued  therein.     The  practice 

fluid  poured  out  of  the  trachea  on  in-  of  making  many  punctures  is  not  only 

yerting  the  lungs.      The    lungs  con-  useless  and  dangerous,  but  actually  less 

gested   and  gorged  with   serous    and  likely  to  succeedthan  a  single  puncture; 

mucous  fluids,  which  oozed  out  abun-  of  this  the  profession  in  general  (I mean 

dantly  on  incisine  them.  In  some  parts,  general  practitioners  as  well  as  hospital 

especially  in  the  lower  lobes,  consolida-  surgeons^  will  be  convinced  by  experi- 

tion  of  the  structures  had  ensued,  being  ence.      If  Mr.  Travers  had  read  my 

the  first  sta^e  of  peripneumonia.    Heart  letter  attentively,  he  would  have  seen 

sound.      Liver  filled  with  yellow  tuber-  that  I  first  introduced  the  method  as  a 

cles,  and  very  hard.  palliative  cure ;  although  I  have  seen 

cases  where  a  radical  cure  was  eflbcted 

by  the  simple  operation  of  puncturation. 

NEW(?)  METHOD  OF  TREATING  ,,  ^  i^®  method  of  puncturation  for 

HYDROCELE  radical  cure  of  hydrocele  differs  m 

some  respects  from  the  palliative,  as 

IN  REPLY  TO  MR.  TRAVERS.  soou  RS  I  havc  Satisfied  my  mind  on  the 

.__  subject,  I  shall  rejoice,though  an  humble 

^     ,     _,.         ^  ,^  individual,  to  contribute  my  mite  towards 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  advancement  of  science.— I  am,  sir, 

«__  Your  obedient  servant, 

*  D,  Lewis. 

In  the  Lancet  of  the  7th  of  Maj  last         28,  Aniiiery.piace,  Wnt, 
I  pointed  out  to  the  medical  profession       Bunhlll-row,  Feb.  Mth,  1887. 
a  new  method  of  treatiDg  hydrocele —  ,—. 
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TREATMENT   OF  HYDROCELE,  consent  before  the  appearance  of  tour 

next  number;  but  I  can  have  no  nesi- 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  KEATE.  tation  in  Stating  it  to  you  in  confidence, 

^_  or  to    any  gentleman  who   may  think 

it  worth  while  to  ask  me. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Si»»  Robert  Keate. 

On  lookincr  over  the  contents  of  your  ^  «*??J*'i?S?*** 

last   number    (for    11th   inst.),   I  saw  Feb.  15, 1887. 

"Account  of  a  new  method  of  operating  [The  name  of  the  physician  above 

for  Hydrocele,  by   Benjamin  Travere,  alluded  to    is    mentioned   in  a  post- 

Esq.,    Surgeon  to  St.   Thomas's  Hos-  script,  but  as  it  is  marked   <*confiden. 

pitjil"    My  hopes  of  gaining  informa.  tial,"  we  of  course  abstoin  from  pub- 

tion    naturally  led  me-  to   refer  to  his  lishing  it.-*ED.  Gaz.] 

letter  at  paffc   737    of  the  Gazette, 

where  I  read  the  account,  I  must  con-  ~                                                             ' 

fess,  with    some    disappointment,  and  .,T*»^r«T^«        ^T^..,-r^^^     ^^^..^ 

w«  rather  suiprised  to  find  that  there  ANALYSESandNOTICESofBOOKS. 

was  another  claimant  for  the  merit  of  — 

disojvering  this  supposed  new  method,  u  L'Autenr  •€  tue  k  allonger  ce  que  le  lecleur  se 

While  1  do  not  mean  to  intimate  any  taekabr^er."— d'albmbbbt. 

doubt  of  the  same    ideas  having  oc-  

curred    to     each    of  these   gentlemen 

without  any  knowledge  of  Uie  other's  Pharmacopma  Collegii  Regalis  Medi- 
theory  or  practice,  or  of  any  previous  corum  Londinensis.  1836.  Printed 
operation  of  the  kind,  I  trust  it  will  V  order  of  the  College. 
not  be  offensive  to  either  of  them  if  I  We  resume  this  week  our  remarks  on 
asBure  you  that  the  plan  and  the  prac-  the  new  edition  of  the  London  Pbarma- 
iice  have  been  known  and  acted  on  for  coiiocia ;  and  in  the  first  place  propose 
Tery  many  years  by  myself,  and  I  dare  offering  some  further  observations  on 
say  by  otoers.  By  one  other  person  I  the  Materia  Medica. 
know  it  was  performed  I  aare  say  In  various  places  the  College  quotes 
twenty  years  ago,  namely,  by  a  friend  De  CandoUe  as  its  authority,  though 
of  mine,  who  for  some  years  practised  most  arbitrarily,  and  sometimes  incor- 
as  a  physician  in  this  town,  and  is  now  rectljr.  Thus  his  name  is  attached  to 
living  m  retirement  in  the  country.  Aconitum  paniculatum,  when,  in  fact. 
This  gentleman  performed  the  opera-  Lamarck  should  have  been  ouoted;  also 
lion  on  himtelfy  as  he  was  nervous  about  afler  tlie  different  species  or  Citrus,  we 
the  injection,  and  fancied,  as  he  said,  ha?e  "DeCandolle'' instead  of '*Risso;" 
thai  if  he  could  convert  ascites  into  and  even  the  old  Linnean  name,  Amyg. 
anasarca,  absorption  from  the  cellular  dalus  communis,  has  *'  De  CandoDe" 
structure  might  cure  the  malady  ;  and  attached  to  it  If  the  College  intended 
in  his  own  case  it  was  perfectly  sue-  merely  to  indicate  that  De  C^ndolle  has 
cessful.  adopted  these  names  in  his  Prodromus, 
At  his  BOggfestion  I  tried  it  frequently,  why  omit  quoting  him  after  Boswellia 
Iwth  at  the  hospital  and  in  private  serrata,  Papaversomniferum,  Astragalus 
piactice;  sometimes  successfully,  but  verus,  and  many  others?  But  in  some 
more  frequently  the  collection  of  fluid  cases  the  name  of  this  celebrated  botanist 
in  the  sac  returned,  and  I  generally  has  been  attached  io  species  which  he 
found  the  patients  impatient  of  the  nu-  has  never  mentioned.  Thus  the  Oleum 
jnerous  punctures,  and  of  the  time  re-  Bergamii  is  said  to  be  procured  from 
paired  for  the  absorption.  I  remember  Citrtu  Limetta  Bergamium^  on  the  au- 
talking  to  Sir  AsUey  Cooper  on  the  thority  of  De  CandoUe,  although  there 
sabjeet,  and,  as  far  as  my  recollection  is  no  species  of  this  name  in  nis  Pro- 
serves  me,  the  plan   appeared   not  to  dromus! 

be  new  to  him.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  the 

I    cannot    venture    to   mention   the  College  has  thought  proper  in  some 

name  of  the  physician  in  this  letter,  as  instances  to  follow   De   Candolle,    in 

I  liave  no  tune  to  write   and  ask  his  others  to   retain   iVie    o\^    \iaxa«&^  va. 
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defiance  of  him  and  of  other  modern  alkaline  carbonates  are  now  eit]ier«ff^' 

authorities:   thus   Myrtus   Pimenta   is  or    bicarbonatei^    which    is    all    Tenr 

still    retained,    thouffh    De   Candolle,  proper.      But   we    may  here   remarc, 

whom  tliey  profess  to  follow,  calls  it  that  the  College  has  fallen  into  an  error 

Eugenia   I'imenta.      In   the    Pharma-  in  denominating  the  common  magnesia 

copoeia  we  are  told  balsam  of  Peru,  and  of  the  shops  a  carbonate    **  Magnesia 

the  balsam  of  Tolu,  are  obtained  from,  alba,"  says  Berzelius,   *'  is  a  chemical 

the  same  species,  namely,  Myroxylon  compound  of  carbonate  and  hydrate  of 

peruiferum  :  ^'et  De  Canaolle,  their  pro-  magnesia.      When   we  precipitate  the 

fessed  authority,  distinctly  says  that  the  solution  of  a  magnesiau  salt  dj  an  al- 

first  of  these  balsams  is  from  M.  peruife-  kaline  carbonate,  we  ought  to  obtain  a 

rum,  but  tbe  second  from  M.  toluiferum.  neutral  carbonate;   but  the   water  de- 

Tn  some  instances  wrong  plants  have  composes  it,  so  that  the  alkaline  carbo- 

bcen  quoted  :  Lavendula  spica  for  Laven-  nate  incompletely  precipitates  the  earth, 

dula  vera  ;  and  Fceniciilum  vulgare  for  some  bicarbonate  of  magnesia  remain- 

Fceuiculum   dulce.      The    latter    is    a  ing  in  solution." 

gross  error,  since  De  Candolle  him-  Tbe  nomenclature  of  the  double  salts 
self  was  the  first  to  separate  the  F.  has  been  altered :  thus  tartar  emetic  is 
dulce  from  the  F.  vulgare,  for  pre-  now  called  antimanii  potassiC'tartrMS ; 
viously  they  had  been  re«^arded  as  va-  the  quondfim,  cuprum  ammoniatam  b 
ricties  merely ;  so  that  it  would  seem  now  cupri  ammonio-nUphas ;  ferram 
the  name  must  have  been  quoted  in  the  ammoniatum  is  altered  to  ferri  omsm- 
Pharmacopceia -without  the  Prod  rom  us  nio-chloridum ;  soda  tartarizata  is  term- 
having  been  consulted,  ed   soda  potassio-tartrai ;  and  so  on. 

There  are  many  other  errors  of  a  less  In  naming  these  substances,  the  CoUm 
important  kind,  but  strongly  indicative  has  followed  the  last  edition  of  Dr.  T. 
of  a  slovenly,  loose,  and  careless  mode  Thomson's  *'  Sjfstem  of  Inorganic  Ckt* 
of  gettiug  up.  Thus  Radix  is  put  for  tniitry"  But,  with  all  due  deference 
Rhizoma^  under  Aspidium  ;  Aniyris  to  the  College,  and  to  Dr.  Thomson, 
elemifera  is  printed  Amyris  Elemifera ;  the  names  are  very  objectionable.  Let 
Castor  fiber  is  written  for  Castor  Fiber;  us  illustrate  our  meaning,  by  refe- 
Strychnos  nux  vomica  is  put  instead  of  rence  to  the  preparation  cafied  in 
Strychnos  Nux  vomica ;  and  Terebiu-  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  "  Ferri  Pbtas- 
thina  Canadensis  for  Terebinthina  ca-  sio-Tartras."  This  salt  is  a  doobk 
nadensis.  These  mistakes,  though  slight,  tartrate; — that  is,  its  basic  or  dee- 
ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  to  have  tro. positive  constituent  is  the  tartrate 
occurred.  of  potash,  while  its  acid,  or  electro- 

lu  the  first  column  of  the  Materia  negative  ingredient,  is  the  tartrate  of 

Medica  the  names  of  the  different  sub-  iron.    That  tbe  Iron  really  does  perform 

stances  are  sometimes  put  in  the  sin-  here   the  function  of   an   acid,  seems 

gular,  sometimes  in  the  plural  number,  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  is  not  recogni- 

shewing  a  great  want  or  uniformity  in  zable  in  a  solution  of  this  double  salt, 

the  plan  of  proceeding.     Thus  we  have  by  either  tbe  ferrocyanuret  of  potassium 

Myristica,  a  nutmeg,  out  Mora,  mulber-  (unless,  indeed,  an  acid  be  added,  to 

ries ;  while  the  syrup  of  the  latter  is  disengage  the  tartrate  of  iron),  or  by 

called  Syrupus  Mori,  syrup  of  a  mul-  alkalies.     Now  the  constitution  of  tbe 

berry  !  salt  being  admitted,  what  ou^ht  to  be 

Chemical  nomenclature. — It  has  been  its  name  r     In  the  denomination  of  the 

cast  as  a  reproach  on  former  editions  of  single  salts,  we  always  put  th^  name 

the  Pharmacopoeia,  that  the  nomencla-  of  ttje  acid,  or  electro-nefi^ative  ingrs- 

ture  employed  was  not  in  accordance  dient,    before   that   of    the     basic    or 

with  the  then  state  of  chemical  know-  electro-positive    one :    thus     we    say, 

ledge ;  and  in  this  edition  an  attempt  sulphate  of   magnesia,    not    magnesi- 

has  been  made  to  remedy  the  defect  ate  of  sulpharic  acid.      If   the  same 

Thus  in  most  instances  the  word  chloru  principle  be  extended  to   tbe    doable 

dum  has  been  substituted  for  muriat ;  salts,  we  ought  to  designate  the  above 

though     in     a    few    cases    the     term  .  mentioned  chalybeate  salt,  the  iran-tar* 

hydrochloras'  has    been   properly   pre-  irate  of  tartrate  of  pota$ky  which  may 

ferred,  as  in  sal  ammoniac  and  the  by.  be  conveniently  shortened  to  the^iroa- 

drochlorate  of  morphia.    The  quondam  larlra/e  o/'/xrlcuA,  whfle  tartar  emetic 
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would  he  the  antimony-tartrate  of  pot'  54'4  per  cent.     It  is  true  this  Cyonure 

4i§h,     Berzelius's  nomenclature  is  not  ftrrique  has  not  been  obtained  in  the 

well  adapted  for  our  lan^ua^e,  but  it  is  separate  state,  but  of  its  existence  in 

formed  precisely  on  the  principles  we  certain   compounds,  no  chemist,  webe- 

are  here  adrocating.     Thus   he  calls  lieve,  entertains  a  doubt. 

soluble    tartar,   the    ^*  tartrate .  potas-  3dlj.  The  term  Ferrosesquicjanide  (or 

tique;*^  the  ferri  potassio-tartras  of  the  Ferrosesquicjanuret)  of  iron,  which  we 

Pharmacopoeia  is  **  tartrate  ferrosi-po-  are  modestlv  told  "  sometimes"  occurs,  is 

Uusique  ;*'  and  emetic  tartar  is  "  tartrate  the  name  by  which  it  is  designated  in 

antimanico^potastique.**  erery  modern  chemical  work. 

Bj  the  way,   we  may  remark  that  Praparata   et  composita,  —  For  the 

the  College  has  not  adhered  to  Thorn-  same  reasons  that  the  College  has  not 

son's     method     of    nomenclature     in  thought  it  necessary  to  give  formulee  for 

the    case    of    all    the    double    salts,  the  preparation  of  sulpnuric   acid,  sul- 

Thus    they     describe    alum    as     be-  phate  of  magnesia,  acetate  and  phos- 

injg    *'  sulphas  alumina    et   potassa,^*  phate  of  soda,  chlorate  of  potash,  terro- 

whereas  Thomson  calls  it  *^  potash-sul-  cyanide  of  potassiunf,  ana  many  other 

phate  of  aluminaJ**    According  to  our  chemicals,  we   think  they  might  have 

notions  it  ought  to  be  "  alumina-tul-  \eii  out  various  formulfle  still  retained  in 

phate  of  potash"    a  name  which   in  the  Pharmacopoeia.    We  allude  now  to 

spirit  agrees  with   that'  of  Berzelius,  those  for  making  such  articles  as  chlo- 

'*  sulfate  aluminico-potassique,"  ride  of  lime,  hydrochloric  acid,  acetate 

Prussian  blue  is  most  improperly,  as  of  lead,  tartaric  acid,  8ic. ;  and  others 

we  conceive,  termed  ^^-Fern  Percyani-  which  are  manufactured  on  a  very  large 

dwny  In  Mr.  Phillips's  translation,  the  scale,  their  uses  not  being  confined  to 

following  sentence  occurs : — "  Percya-  the  medical  profession. 

nide  of  iron,  usually   called   Prussian  We  are  glad  to  see  formuloe  for  the 

blae,  and  sometimes  JFerrosesquicyanide  preparation   of  the   vegetable  alkalies 

of  iron,"  -Sec.     Now  any  person  would  introduced.    We  majr  remark  that  the 

fancy  from  reading  this  passage,  that  production  of  aconitina  is  a    delicate 

wbilethevulgar  name  for  this  substance  process,  and  requires  a  dexterous  and 

is  Prussian  blue,  the  usual  and  proper  experienced    manipulator    to  succeed. 

term  is  percyanide  ef  iron,  and  that  the  The  article  sold  as  aconitina,  made  by 

phrase  terrosesquicyanide  is  sometimes  Pelletier,  is  almost  inert,  and  for  reme- 

out  less  properly  employed.  How  stand  dial  purposes  useless, 

the  facts  P  The  manufacture  of  the  disulphate 

Ist.  Prussian   blue  is  called   in    no  of  quina  without  the  use  of  spirit  has 

chemical  work  of  repute  that  we  have  long  been  a  desideratum  with  chemists, 

consulted,    percyanioe    of    iron.       On  which  we  are  afraid  the  formula  of  the 

this  p<>int  we  have  referred  to  the  works  College  will  not  remove.     It  is  a  modi- 

of    Thomson,    Turner,    Henry,    Ure,  fication  of  M.  Henry's  process,  which 

Brande,  Fyfe,  Berzelius,  Thenard,  Du-  did  not  succeed  in  France,  and  failed, 

mssy  Gay-Lussac,  Lassaig^e,  and  Gme-  as  we  know,  in  the  hands  of  an  expe« 

lin.     In  not  one  of  these  have  we  met  rienced  English   manufacturer,  in  con- 

with  the  collegiate  name  of  Prussian  sequence  of  the  small  product  obtained 

blaCy  even  among  the  synonymes  for  by  it ;  for  he  found  the  old  process  in 

tbts  substance.  which  spirit  is  employed  to  be  cheapen 

2dly.  The  term  percyanide  is  incor-  The  process  given  in  the  Pharmaco- 

recily  applied  to  it,  on  two  grounds:  the  poeia  for  the  manufacture  of  the  binio- 

first  18,  that  there  is  another  compound  to  aide  of  mercury,  is,  in  our  opinion,  in- 

which  this  name  more  properly  belongs ;  ferior  to  the  one  usually  followed  — 

And  secondly,  Prussian  blue  is  a  double  namely,   the  mixture  of   solutions    of 

cranuret.     If  we  turn  to  the  ^^  Table  the  bichloride  of  mercury  and  the  iodide 

Synaptique**   of  Berzelius,  published  of  potassium    in    atomic    proportions. 

in  1^6,  we  find  a  substance  is  there  The  product  by  the  latter  process  has  a 

SDentioned  by    the   name   of  Cyanure  much  finer  colour  than  that  obtained  by 

ferrique  ^equivalent  to  our  term  percy-  rubbing  iodine  and  mercury  together,  as 

moide  of  iron),    containing  69*33    per  directed  by  the  College. 

Cent,  of  cyanogen  ;  while  Prussian  blue  The  mode  of  procuring  bromide  and 

coDtsinsonly  (according  to  Mr.  Phillips)  iodide    of  potassium,  as  given  in  the 
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Pharmacopoeia,  is  objectionable,  —  a  Phannacop<eia,  we  may  add,  that  wVik 
much  purer  article  bein^  obtained  bj  there  are  undoubtedly  manj  Teiy  mat 
other  methods.  By  the  Colleg^c  nro-  improvements  in  it,  as  compaTed  with  tbe 
cess,  it  is  difficult  to  procure  the  iouide  previous  edition,  as  a  whole  it  has  dist 
free  from  some  carbonate.  It  is  well  appointed  us;  and  we  must  add,  that  the 
known  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  parties  who  undertook  to  prepare  it  fin 
iodide  of  potassium  of  commerce  is  the  press  have  not  performed  their  dotj 
largely  adulterated  with  carbonate  of  in  a  creditable  manner  either  to  then- 
potash, — frequently  the  latter  ingredient  selves  or  to  the  College, 
constituting  more  than  70  ner  cent,  of 

the  so-called  iodide.    Now  tne  presence  ^"^ 

of  this  carbonate  may  be  instantV  ascer-  j^  ^    j^   ^  j^    „           pj^jg 

tamed  by  pounng  a  little  hme  water  ^^^^  j^,^J     j^.^  .      J          ^ 

wine-fiflass.     We  are  surprised  tn  is  test  .„  ^  «^i..««^  -.r-oi^*^-  :...•*      -wit 

was  not  mentioned  in  the  short  notes  ^UJ^^T.Jr}^^^  '"  ^^'  ^"'-  ^ 

introductory  to  the  «  Prceparata."    It  is  Lo^grman  and  Co. 

true  the  non-solubility  of  the  carbonate  In  our  last  number  we  briefly  noticed 

in  alcohol  would  show  the  presence  of  this  work,   and  the  coincidence  of  its 

some  impurity  by  the  College  test,  but  appearance  with  the  re-openinflf  of  the 

the  test  we  have  mentioned  is   more  Hunterian  museum^  and  the  deliveiy  of 

simple,  and  can  be  more  expeditiously  the  Hunterian  oration.     In  our  present 

applied.  notice  we  propose  adverting  to  flome 

Manufacturers   frequently  make  the  particulars  of  tfie  "  Life ;"   but  itiall 

aesqui-carbonate  of  soda,  and  the  bi-  nrst  call  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 

carbonate  of  potash,  not  by  the  processes  work  itself. 

S'lven  by  the  College,  but  by  boiling  This  is  not  merely  a  reprint  of  Mr. 
e  sesquicarbonate  of  ammonia  with  Hunter's  published  works  and  misoelr 
the  carbonate  of  soda  or  of  potash.  The  laneous  papers,  but  a  complete  coUee* 
process  is  given  in  the  "  Pharmacopie  tion  of  all  bis  writings,  printed  as  we9 
Kaisonn^e^*  of  Henry  and  Guibourt,  as  manuscript,  systematically  arranged, 
p.  409,  torn,  ii.,  and  snould  have  been  and  preceded  by  a  new  life  of  the  an- 
noticed  by  the  College.  thor.  We  are  informed  by  the  editor. 
There  are  two  most  absurd  compounds  that  nearly  a  volume  and  a  half  of  this 
introduced  into  this  edition,— namely,  a  collection  appears  now  for  the  first  time 
compound  mixture  of  cascarilla  (com-  in  print ;  and  that  he  has  been  enable^, 
posed  of  infusion  of  cascarilla,  vinegar  chiefly  through  the  liberality  of  the 
of  squills,  and  the  compound  tincture  of  Royal  Society  in  allowing  him  the  use 
camphor),— and  the  compound  mixture  of  their  plates,  to  compete  the  entire 
of  gentian  (containing  compound  infu-  series  of  illustrations,  amounting  to  not 
sion  of  gentian,  compound  infusion  of  less  than  sixty-three  engravings,  among 
senna,  and  compound  tincture  of  carda-  which  are  many  of  a  very  costly  and 
moms).  We  presume  these  are  the  magnificent  description.  Undoootedly 
favourite  prescnptions  of  some  Fellow  the  peculiarity  of  the  work  consists  in 
of  the  College,  who  wishes  to  save  him-  the  plan  of  filing  on  the  text  of  the 
self  the  trouble  of  writing  their  com-  author  a  senes  of  annotations  illustni- 
position  every  time  he  orders  them.  tive  of  the  various  subjects  treated  of— 
We  could  raise  many  objections  to,  a  plan  which  cannot  fail  to  be  generally 
and  point  out  several  errors  in,  the  useful,  and  which,  in  our  judgment,  was 
arrangement  of  the  different  prepare-  the  only  thing  required  in  oraer  to  rea- 
tions :  our  space,  however,  onlyj^erraits  der  Hunter  a  popular  author.  Inde- 
ns  to  notice  Uie  following : — Tinctura  pendentlv,  however,  of  this,  the  work 
ferri  ammonio-chloridi  and  tinctura  ferri  was  much  required,  and  we  are  glad  to 
sesquichloridi  ought  to  have  been  in-  see  it  presented  to  the  profession  id  io 
serted  along  with  the  tinctura  iodinii  accessible  a  form, 
composita  and  other  tincturee :  many  One  circumstance  cannot  fail  to  strike 
articles  have  been  omitted  in  the  index  ;  every  one  in  the  least  acquainted  with 
as  the  above-mentioned  two  tinctures  of  Hunter's  life,  which  is,  that  be  had  not 
iron,  &c.  only  extraordinary  difficultiea  to  con- 
In  concluding  these  remarks  on  the  tend  with  during  bis  life,  buttliat,  after 
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hi9  death,  the  «ame  difficulties  seem  to  larlv  that  of  Hunter,  which  stands  out 
bftTC  conspired  against  bis  fame.  More  with  an  individuality  of  form  which 
tardy  and  incomplete  justice  was  never  marks  the  skill  of  the  artist.  In  fact, 
rendered  to  any  one  possessing  the  the  Life  before  us  completely  supplies 
same  claims  to  distinction.  Nearly  fifty  what  we  wanted,  and  we  cannot  but 
years  have  elapsed  since  his  death,  and  consider  it  as  a  fortunate  circumstance 
yet,  until  lately,  bis  museum  has  never  that  it  has  been  written  while  it  was  yet 
been  adequately  displayed,  or  illustrated  possible  to  rescue  so  many  anecdotes 
by  catalogues,  his  writings  have  never  from  oblivion.  A  very  few  years  more, 
been  collected,  his  nnanuscripts  have  and  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
been  destroyed,  and  his  life  has  been  in-  have  written  such  a  Life, 
competently  written ; — we  say  incom-  If  it  be  the  prominent  characteristic 
petently  written ;  not  but  that  Sir  Eve-  of  a  superior  mind  to  select  a  fraud  and 
rard  Home  possessed  the  ability,  as  well  .  useful  object  of  pursuit,  ana  to  follow 
as  materials,  to  have  done  justice  to  the  that  object  with  indefatigable  persevcr 
subject,  but  that  he  did  not  choose  so  to  ranee  and  welLdirected  toil  through  a 
employ  them.  The  memoir  which  he  long  life,  regardless  of,  or  surmounting, 
bas  left  us,  prefixed  to  the  Treatise  on  innumerable  impediments,  harassed  by 
Inflammation,  is  meagre  in  the  last  de-  petty  enmities  and  jealousies,  little  aid- 
l^ree,  and  totally  destitute  of  those  cha*  ed  oy  friends,  interrupted  by  the  duties 
ncteristic  traits  of  character  which  give  of  an  arduous  and  anxious  profession 
interest  to  biography.  Mr.  Jesse  Foot's  and  by  bodily  diseases  induced  by  the 
]Nrodiiction  is  a  gross  libel,  and  Dr.  intensity  of  his  exertions;  little  cheered 
Adams*  a  fulsome  and  undistinguishing  by  even  the  most  candid  of  his  scienti- 
panegyric.  fie  contemporaries,  who  could  only 
It  requires  no  mean  Qualifications  to  dimly  scan  the  scope  of  his  views,  and 
become  the  biographer  or  such  a  man  as  coula  not  appreciate  his  ability  to  ac- 
Hanter.  Praise  and  blame  are  easily  complish  them ;  if  such  singleness  of 
dispensed,  but  without  sufficient  grounds  object  and  vigorous  perseverance  in  its 
for  these  verdicts  the  former  becomes  attainment  mark  the  highest  order  of 
mere  compliment,  and  the  latter  absolute  intellectual  and  moral  energy  (and  the 
temerity.  The  celebrated  artist,  Barry,  fame  of  Columbus  is  founded  on  these 
observedy  '*  that  no  portrait  ^  painter  claims),  no  age  or  nation  can  pro- 
eould  paint  a  better  head  than  his  own."  duce  a  name  that  would  be  robbed 
The  mere  outline  of  the  face  may  be  of  its  dignity  by  a  comparison  with 
l^veta,  by  any  artist  of  mediocrity,  with  that  of  John  Hunter.  Taking  him  alto- 
tolerable  precision;  but  the  man  of  ^e-  gether  in  the  combined  character  of  a 
nios  only  can  animate  his  canvas  with  physiologist  and  suigeon,  and  contem- 
tbe  mental  character  and  energy  of  his  plating  him  under  these  accumulated 
subject ;  the  exterior  indications  of  deep  difficulties,  we  cannot  but  consider  him 
feeling  and  powerful  intellect  being  as  an  infiantia  nn^larii  among  men, 
only  to  be  perceived,  felt,  and  expressed,  which  would  have  marked  a  new  era  in 
bj  a  kindred  genius.  We  do  not  mean  science  in  any  age  or  country  in  which 
by  these  obsenrations  to  imply  that  he  might  have  happened  to  nave  lived. 
Hunter  and  his  biographer  are  at  all  That  Hunter  was  indifierent  to  fame 
eomparable,  but  that  there  is  something  cannot  be  asserted,  although  it  is  proba^ 
in  the  composition  before  us  which  leaJs  ble  that  he  was  less  ambitious  of  present 
nstojndfjne  very  favourably  of  the  an-  renown,  and  especially  of  mere  popu- 
tbor.  His  subject  is  well  arranged,  his  larity,  than  most  men  of  his  calibre, 
anecdotes  are  apUy  introduced,  and  his  His  object,  like  that  of  his  brother,  Dr. 
style  is  manly  and  perspicuous.  It  is  William  Hunter,  appears  to  have  been 
evident  that  he  has  ,an  adequate  ac-  more  remote,  and  to  have  been  directed 
qomintance  with  comparative  anatomy,  to  posthumous  celebrity.  This  probably 
as  weU  as  with  meaical  literature,  to  arose  from  the  habitual  tendency  of  his 
form  a  correct  judgment  of  the  various  mind  to  form  grand  conceptions,  and  to 
sobjeets  which  come  before  him.  He  look  forward  to  some  remote  but  unde- 
is  always  impartial,  and  in  doing"  jus*  fined  period  for  their  ultimate  accom- 
tSce  to  "Hunter,  does  no  injustice  to  plishment,  and  partly  also,  it  may  be 
others.  His  characters  are  justly  con-  presumed,  from  a  consciousness  that  he 
cmed  and  boldly  drawn,  and  particu-  nad  outsUipped  the  age  in  which  be 
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lived,  and  which  he  therefore  considered  and  with  regard  to  the  second*  we  ^ 

as  incompetent  to  iudge  of  his  merits,  pose  ourselves,  in  a  future  notice  of  dw 

This  appears  bj  his  bequeathing'  his  work,  to  endeavour  to  suppljr  the  dci» 

two  great  works  (his  Museum,  and  his  ciencj. 

work  on  Inflammation,  the  grand  embo-  '  

diment  of  his  experience  and  labours)  to  . '  *'•  ' 

posterity  ;  trusting,  in  the  manly  confi-        iui?ninAT     r'A'Z  l?»T«nn  I? 
dence  of  his  nature,  that  they  would  be       ^  I^Ul^ALi   UAl^ts  1  1  l!i. 

justlj  appreciated  after  his  death.      He  Saturday,  February  18,  1837. 

was  not  unaware  of  the  impulse  which  ^ 

his   labours  had   already   imparted    to  

science,  and  hence  he  formea  the  con-       •«  Licet  omntbim,  licet  etiam  mihi,  ifigiiienui 

elusion   that   a  time  would  soon    arrive  ^^^f*  Mediem  toerl  i  pntestas  modo  TenlcBtfl  li 

when  his  pretensions  would  be  estimated  P" wicum  .it,  dicendi  pericoiom  dod  ree«M.» 

as  they  deserved.     Perhaps  his  eager  .___  Cicaa*. 

pursuit  after  knowledge  was  of  the  same 

nature  as  that  of  some  men  after  wealth,  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

which  leaves  them  no  time  to  enjoy  it. 

Certain  it  is,  that  he  spared  no  pains  in  huntbeiah  oratioh. 

completing:  his  Museum,  and  no  labour  Xhe  re-opening  of  the  CoUege  of  Sttr- 
m  perfecting  his  work  on    Inflamma-  .  i  . 

tion,  although  he  left  the  one  without  a  8^^*^"*  **  ^^^  V^eui  moment  is  an  efcit 

catalogue,  and  the  other  to  be  published  of  some  interest  and  importance  to  ikt 

after  his  death— a  clear  evidence  of  the  profession  generally.     The  building  hat 

^"W^^^^^^of^^'^i^onbywhichhewas  been  greaUy  enlarged,   and    in  maDj 

"""iT  app^are  to  us  that  Mr.  Ottley  has  ^^P^^^  ''^'^''  ^^^  ^<^'  ^«  accomw^ 

too  slightly  nassed  over  that  part  of  his  dation  of  the  great  body  of  membos. 

subject  whicn  at  first  may  strike  us  as  The  library  b  a  splendid  room,  wbid 

of  most  importance- namely,  to  mark  \^  to  be  open  not  only  durinir  the  day, 

the  limit  to  which  physiological  know.  ^^  /. \     i    . .    ^i  .        ,     ^x* 

ledge  had  reached^t  the  first  outset  ^  formerly,  but  in  the  evemngr  also  three 

of  Mr.   Hunter's  career,  and   then   to  ^™««  *  yreek.    It  contains  20,000  to- 

trace  the  influence  of  his  example  and  lumes,  which  are  rendered  easily  aeoes- 

discoveries  on  the  subsequent  rapid  ad-  gible  by  the  attendance  of  an  excelleiit 

vancement  of  that  science ;    and  also,  i;u,„  •«„    „«j   •      u^     .i  . 

that  he  has  omitted  to  draw  that  larg^  librarian    and  is  altogether  a  veiy  mi- 

and    ample    sketch   of   Mr.    Hunter's  po^ant  addition  to  the  professional  re 

genius,  and  to  institute  those  parallels  sources  of  the  metropolis.      But   the 

etwecn  him  and  other  grreat  men,  which  principal    improvement  relates  to  the 

the  case  seems  to  have  required.     We  «,.,o^„^    4^  «ru:«k    -   ....^l   «.^u«  -*- 

believe,  indeed    we    are  aisured,  that  ""^"""^'  ^^  7^^'^   *  ""^*^   "^*^  *^- 

these  defects  arose  from  a  desire  to  limit  ^^^^^  space  is  allotted  ;  and  many  pre- 

the  memoir  to  a  reasonable  size,  and  parations  which  have  long-  been  boried 

not  from  any  oversight  on  bis  part.     It  in  dust  and  cobwebs  are  once  more  per- 

must    be   evident    that    such     objects  ^j^j^j  ^  «  ^^^j^^  ^^  glimpses  of  the 
could  not  have  been  attained  without  „  ,         i.    ,  '77. 

considerable  amplification,  and  also  that  f"*^"'.  ^^  "^'^er  of  the  mendian  san, 

much  accurate  research  would  have  been  i"  which,  thanks  to  the  labours  of  Mr. 

necessarjf ,  in  order  to  adjust  the  respec-  Clift  and  Mr.  Owen,  they  now  shew  to 

tive  merits  of  physiological  claimants,  great  advanUge.   The  pathological  por- 

which  could  scarcely  have  been  insti-  7.        -   .         «      .       .  .  / 

tuted  in  a  provincial  town.    We  are  in-  ^^^"^  ®'  ^f  collection  u  separated  firoa 

formed,  however,  that  the  first  of  these  ^^^  physiological,  and  the  facilities  of 

omissions  will  be  compensated  by    a  study  are  thus  greatly  increased.    Bat 

preliminary  dissertation   to  the  fourth  still    more    important    is   the  advance 
volume  of  the  present  edition,  from  the         j    •    *i      -rr        ■         1  «  <• 

pen  of  Mr.  Owen,  and  than  whom,  no  ""^^  .*^  ^^^  Herculean  labour  of  con- 

one  in  this  country,  or  perhaps  in  any  structing  a  catalogue  rai$<nmie,  which, 

other,  is  more  competent  to  the  task;  in  conjunction  with  the  lecturet  about  to 
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be  delivered  by  Mr.  Owen,  in  illustra-  their  elder  brethren  in  Pall  Mall,  and 

tion  of  the  museum,  will  give  a  practi-  accordingly  are  their  character  and  io- 

eal  Talue  to  the  possession  of  this  mag-  fluence  as  a  public  body  proportionally 

Dificent  collection  far  greater  than  any  greater.    It  is  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 

vrbich     has     hitherto     been     derived  that  the  battle  between  the  new  and 

from  it.  old    race    of    practitioners    must    be 

Under  any  circumstances,  then,  the  fought;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the 

re-opening  of  the  College,  with  such  number    of    members,    and    from    the 

prospects,  would  have  been  an  event  of  nature  of  the  feelings  manifested  on 

interest,  but  it  has  been  rendered  doubly  Tuesday  last,  he  will  be  a  bold  man 

■D  by  the  changes  which   have  taken  who  leads  the  forlorn  hope  in  storming 

place  during  the  interval  of  its  tempo-  their  citadel. 

smry  closure.    It  is  evident  that  if  the  Butitwas  our  intention  merely  to  have 

present  government  endure  for  but    a  g^ven  some  account  of  the  proceedings 

iew     years,    a    struggle     must    take  of  Tuesday ;  and  to  these  we  now  turn. 

place     between     the    present    institu-  Never,  probably,  since  the  oration  sacred 

tions    and    the    rival    one    which    is  to  the  genius  of  Hunter  was  first  insti- 

in   embryo  —  the   new   University,  in  tuted,  has  it  excited  more  general  in- 

which  the  tripartite  faculty  of  physic,  terest ;   indeed,  the  crowd  was  so  great, 

surgery,  and  pharmacy,  is  to  be  attempt-  that  many  were  unable  to  procure  ad- 

edyUotin  conjunction  with  the  present  mission;   but  this  was  unavoidable,  as 

C^olleges  and  the  Worshipful  Society,  the  members  of  the  College  ar^  now  so 

hut  in  direct  opposition  to  them ;  so  that  numerous  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for 

the  old  or  the  new  must  necessarily  all    of  them   to    be  accommodated  at 

fiJl.  once.     We  understand,  however,  that 

Of  the  existing  institutions  connected  by  placing  additional  benches,  and  other 

with  the  medical  profession,  the  College  arrangements,  what  in  the  language  of 

of  Surgeons  is  in  various  respects  by  far  the  theatres  is  called  '*  sitting-room,'* 

the  most  important.    The  building  is  had  been  provided  for  considerably  more 

worthy  of  agreat  national  establishment ;  than  500  persons. 

the  library  is  a  magnificent  addition.  Among  those  present  were  the  Duke 

which  has  grown  up  of  late  years ;  the  of  Wellington,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord 

Bioseom  is  a  monument  worthy  of  the  Stanley,  the  Bishop    of   London,  the 

name  it  bears,  and  creditable  to  the  na-  Lord  Chief  Justice  Denman,  the  PresU 

tioD.   Nor  do  the  names  of  many  among  dent  and  Censors  of  the  College  of  Phy- 

its  present  members  reflect  less  honour  sicians,    the  Director-General    of  the 

upon  English  surgery  than  the  greatest  Army  Medical  Department,  the  Physi- 

of  their    predecessors ;    while    of  the  dan-General  of  the  Navy,  and  many 

existing  Council  it  is  but  justice  to  add,  other   distinguished    visitors.    On    the 

that  they  have  shewn  their  determina-  entrance  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  whole 

lion  to.  k'eep  pace  with  the  march  of  in-  company  rose  and  cheered  him  in  the 

telJect   and    the  improvements  of  the  most  enthusiastic  manner,  and  a  like 

tunes.    In  these  respects — we  mean  in  compliment  was  paid  to  the  Duke  of 

setting  aside   ancient   prejudices  — in  Wellington,  on  his  entering  the  theatre 

gathering  wisdom  from  passing  events  immediately  afterwards.    The  same  ani- 

•— end  in   rendering   their   institution  mating  scene  was  repeated  on  their  leav- 

evmilable  to  great  national    objects—  ing  the  room  after  the  oration  was  con- 

we  BBst  say  they  have  far  outstript  eluded ;  and  nothing  could  possibly  ex- 
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cecd  the  warmth  of  the  reception  with  the  meed  of  praise  whtc^li  Was  die  ii 

which  the    presence    of  those  distin-  some  parts  of  his  professional  ebanckr 

guished  statesmen  was  hailed.  Lastly,    he     spoke     of    Sir   WiUiw 

On  the  orator  of  the  day  (Sir  Benja-  Blizard,  whose  habits  and  difpoMbiB 

min  Brodic)  entering,  he  was  greeted  ho  pourtrayed   as    those   of  chirsbisi 

in  a  manner  that  must  have  heen  most  simplicity,  and  a  conscientioas  bst  nil* 

gratifying  to  him — such,  indeed,  as  the  tahen  lo?c  for  all  that  belonged  li  i 

most  callous  man  must  have  felt  as  a  former  age. 

willing  tribute  of  cordial  and  friendly  Sir  Bei\jamin    concluded    by   mm 

feelings,  on  the    part  of  the  immense  appropriate  remarks  addressed  Is  ik 

body  of  his  professional   brethren    as-  younger  portion  of  bis  audience ;  \m 

scmblcd  on  the  occasion.    Before  com*  neither  of  these,  nor  of  any  part  of  Ae 

menciug  the  oration,  he  stated  that  Sir  address,  do  we  gi¥C  more  than  a  mat 

Astlcy  Cooper  had  heen  prevented,  by  notice,  because  we   nndentand  ihsi  it 

sudden  illness,  from  taking  the  chair  as  will  he  puhlished-^wben  we  shall  kstc 

President ;  and  the  manner  in  which  the  an  opportunity  of  bringin^f  it  bdbit  •■ 

compliment  which  he  took  the  opportu-  readers  in  a  correct  form.     TbcoffsM 

nity  of  paying  to  the  character  of  his  was  frequently  interrupted  b j]  sppl^T. 

distinguished  compeer,  as  '*  the  greatest  and  the  whole  scene  was   one  «U 

of   English    surgeons,"  was  received,  could  not  fail  to  be  very  gratifyinf  Is ik 

showed  how  true  is  the  sentiment  that  friends  of  the  College ;  while  it  mm 

laudari  a  laudato  viro  is  the  highest  have  heen  gall  and  wormwood  lo  thw 

tribute  which  merit  can  receive.  who  for  the  last  three  or  four  w«ii 

The  oration  was    very    interesting,  have  heen  labouring  to  prodnee  a  fo; 

It  began  with  an  allusion  to  the  two  different  result 

friends,  William   Cullen  and  William  ■ 

Hunter,  leaving  the    obscure    village  THE  LATE  M.  DESOENETTE8. 

which  was  the  field  of  their  early  career,  . 

to  become  preeminent  in  the  capitals  of  ^""  ^"l?"?Sl  •     /***T?  ""^  ■*  ^ 

c-  #1     J    \i     f  r     1      1      r/i  n«»  o»  the4thinsUnt,aftcraloafis^ 

Scotland  and  of  England.     The  pro-  ^^inM  illness.    A  deputation  Ira  tk 

gress  of  John  Hunter,  '*  the  raw  un-  Academy  of  Medicine  attended  hit  h- 

couth  Scotch  lad,"  from    the   idle  ha-  ^cnl^  on   which  occasion  sevcialoM- 

bite  of  his  boyhood    till    he    became  P^>m^ntary  discourses  were  pnmoncd 

^1           ^  •  J    .  •         .J            1  ever  his  crave,  accord  inir  to  the  YftaA 

themostmdustnous  student  and  greatest  fa^bion  of  doing  honour  to  the  W 

philoso])bcr  since  the  days  of  Newton,  One  of  these  eulogies  was  beaid  to  ■» 

was  next  rapidly  sketched,  and  inter-  ^^^  ^rou>  ^1*^  ^'  <^<'  enckmmtemm  m 

spersed  with  numerous  anecdotes  and  Jj<^  .Gazette  dcs  Hdpiuux  has  ii)  of  M. 

.,,...            rri     I  1           r  ir  Panset,  another  from    the    *'mM  ^ 

illustrations.      The  labours  of  Hewson,  ^^^„,,^  ^^^^^^  ^f  ^  BnHissair»* 

Cniikshank,  Baillie,  and  Home,  were  the  tliird  was  marked  ''  par  ttUfmm* 

next  successively  spoken  of.  To  Baillie  md/e*'  of  M.  BouiUaud. 
the  orator  gave  just  and  warm  praise 

for  his  sagacity  and  skill,  but  above  all  ,    \^  *''  ^^»fif  nettes  the   Fiench  ksn 

r     I-               •      J-  •      '        ,          . .  lost  one  of  the  most  illustrioas  ( 

for  his  surpassing  dismterestcdiiess,  his  n,ents  of  their  medicine  i^dibdr 

entire  abandonnement  de  soi  in  all  his  tary  renown.     His  name  has  lov 

professional  conduct.    To  Home,  too,  he  distinguislied  in   the  page  of  hau 

licMlalcd  not  (despite  the  "  shade"  which  !^  ^**  widely  known,  and  was  nmJm 

certain  transactions  of  his  latter  yeani  i:;^*^/" &!"  ^^""^^^^ 

have  east  upon  his  memory)  to  give  With  a  higber  and  heller  fecla^ihsi 
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Hippocrates,  as  some  of  his  panegyrists  tained  for  his  character.    The  King  of 

liaTe  said,  he  bestowed  his  professional  Sweden  shortly  aAer  sent  him  the  order 

care  indiscriminately  on  the  sick  of  all  of  the  Polar  star, 

nations;  on  the  Turk  as  well  as  the  A  similar  tribute,  it  will  be  recollected, 

Christian — on    the  inhabitants   of  the  was  paid  to  the  merit  of  Baron  Larrey, 

north  as  well  as  of  the  south.  at  Waterloo.     This  eminent  surg^eon, 

The  tact  with  which  he  treated  the  and    distingaished    confrire    of   Des- 

moral  as  well  as  the  physical  evils  inci-  genettes,  was  taken  prisoner  by    the 

dent  to  suffering  human  nature,  was  English  in   the  retreat  after  the  bat* 

well  exemplified  by  his  memorable  pro-  tie ;  but  he  soon  obtained  his  liberty 

eeeding  in  EgypL    He  there  adopted  a  through  the  same  honourable  feeling: 

lemedy  for  the  plague,  which  acted  as  he  had  been  indefatigable  in  exerting 

if  by  enchantment.    The  soldiers  had  his  professional  services  in  behalf  of 

liecome  panic-struck   on   the    appear-  both  English  and  French. 

ance  of  tne  pestilential  malady  among  Desgenettes  was  bom  at  Alencon,  in 

them — their  mental  depression  was  ex-  1762,  and  educated  chiefly  a^  Paris.  He 

treme.    The  mortality  was  tremendous,  visited  this  country  about  the  year  1785, 

and  raged  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Sir  Samuel 

despair  which  seized  the  victims.  What  Romilly,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and  all  the 

was  to  be  done  ?  How  was  confidence  to  eminent  persons  of  the  day.     Mirabcau 

be  inspired  ?    The  thought  struck  Des-  was  in  England  at  the  same  time,  and 

^nettes  that  there  was  but  one  way  of  it  was  here  that  Desgenettes  made  hii 

safety.   He  went  among  the  troops,  and  acquaintance.     Afler  mis  he  travelled  a 

aflsoied  them  that  those  hideous  buboes  good  deal  in  Italy,  but  returned  in  1789, 

were  not  infectious;    and  in  proof  of  and  graduated  doctor  in  medicine  at 

this,  in  the    presence    of  the  French  Montpellier.    In  1793  he  obtained  an 

army,    inoculated    himself    with    the  appointment  in  the  Army  o{  Italy ;  and 

plague.    It  was  a  daring  expedient:  during    the    subsequent  campaigns  of 

raw  and  desperate,  without  being  de-  ^STTPt  and  Syria  was  raised  to  the  rank 

ciaive;  but  it  was  the  salvation  of  the  ofPbysician-General  (M^e/^cm  en  cA^/*.) 

soldiers.    Their  courage  was  restored,  The  professorship  of  Physique  mSdicate 

and    the  mortality  immediately  dimi-  et  d'Hygiine^  in  the  Faculty  of  Paris,' 

nisfaed.  was  bestowed  on  him  in  1799.    In  the 

The  noble  part  which  he  played  in  sweeping  changes  made  in  the  profes- 

Syria  did  him  still  greater  honour.     He  sorships  under  the  Frassinous  admini- 

reftised  to  obey  the  inhuman  mandate  stration,  in   1822,   Desgenettes,  along 

of  Buonaparte,  who    sought    by    his  with    Chaussier,    Dubois,    Piuel,    ana 

means  to  rid  himself  of  the  sick    at  Vauquelin,     were    ousted    from    their 

Jaffa.  It  was  suggested  that  they  should  chairs;  but  Desgenettes  was  reinstated 

be    despatched    with     opiunt.      **  My  some  years  since,  and  retained  the  of- 

ait    teaches    me    to    save    men,    not  fice  tin  his  death. 

lo    destroy    them,"    was    the     heroic  The  character  of  1^  mind  was  that 

answer    of    Desgenettes ;      nor    does  of  sterling   good  sense  and  sagacity. 

Jiis  boldness  seem  to  have  lost  him  the  His  sturdy  independence  and  liberality 

fiivour  of  his  master.      For  five  and  of  sentiment  were  also  generally  appre- 

twenty    years    he    was    confidentially  ciated.    As  a  teacher,  he  was  clear  and 

engaged  about  the  person  of  Napoleon :  systematic;  and  his  lectures  abounded 

from  the  rise   of  the  victor  in  Italy  with  original  and  striking  views.    As  a 

to  his  setting  at  Waterloo,  Desgenettes  sneaker, liis  manner  was  familiar,  and  to 

was  with  him  in  all  his  campaigns.  toe  point ;  in  discussion,  particularly  in 

In  the  memorable  retreat  from  Russia,  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  he  has  always 

Desgenettes  was  made  prisoner ;  but  he  displayed  a  ready  command  of  reasoning 

proudly  demanded  his  liberty, "  not  as  a  power,  combined  with  an  animated  elo- 

Doon,  but  as  a  right ;"  he  appealed  to  the  cution. 

character  of  his  profession,  and  in  parti-  He  wrote  several  things;  such  as  the 

cnlar  to  the  care  which  he  had  bestowed  Analysis  of  the  Absorbent  and  Lympha- 

indiAefently  on  Russians  as  well  as  tic  System,  and  his  Medical  History  of 

Frenchmen.    An  imperial  ukase  soon  set  the  Army  of  the  East ;  but  his  life  was 

bimfi'ee.   The  Emperor  Alexander  made  rather  spent  in  action  than  in  study, 

a  speeial  communication  to  him,  and  ex-  although    the    business  of    the   eamp 

pressed  the  higrh  esteem  which  he  enter-  did   not    prevent   him    from   reading 
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nocb.  and  of  gatherini  from  book,  a  tion  of  the  ««*!;'»•  Jj;^."'?"^;*' 

^Ud  eruditiop  '^hicb  fe  ^way.  knew  ^j;^"  ^^'^  ^  ^^^^ 

how  to  use  with  dMcrimination.  "„„Xii  wa.  lewrted  to.     Dr.  R  «• 

-^ not  aware  whether  thU  conditioa  of  oriM 

EOYAL  MEDICAL   AND   CHIRUR-  rth%'^SL'^:!te°l:;iiito^^ 

GICAL  SOCIETY.  ^hat  under  all  circamstuicca    it  wi^ 

TnewUy.  February  14,  1837.  ftwrm  an  interesting  aobject  fiiT  in^n?! 

•«                                />^  ..  and  for  cbemioal  iuTcttitfmtioii.             • 

Mr.  Earlb,  President,  in  the  Chair.  ^^  3  Phillifs  wished  to  kMmks. 

""""^  ther  Uie  exostosis  mentiofied  in  the  cms 

There  were  three  papers  read  this  eren-    might  not  possibly  be  coimeetcd  with  t 

inR.    The  first  was-  syphUitic  taint  in  the  system,  which  worii 

.     ,  -t  ^  r*    .   •     account,  perhaps,  for  the  eflicacy  01 IM 

On  thB  CanttUulianal  Treatment  if  Exottotu    ^^    '  F~     F  » 

u:Uh   Mercury;    conjoinUy   written   by  ^j^^  President  said,  that  in  the  sfc- 
F.  C.  SKEr.  Esq    Awistant. Surgeon  to  ^^  ^^  ^^  g,^       j,^  ^^„l^  answer tk 
St.  Bartholomew's   Hospital,  and  Dr.  ^^^^^^  ^^i^h  had  inst  been  asked,  tid 
BosTOCK,  F.R.S.  ^HIj  ^ijg  ig„  hesitation,  as  the  case  hs4 
The  author  (Mr.   Slcev)  detailed  the  originally  been  under  his  own  care.   Tkt 
particulars  of  a  case  under  his  care  in  patient,  he  was  confident,  was  fteefroa 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  which  had  any  venereal  taint;  she  was  a  strictly  w- 
been    treated    by    mercurial    inunction,  tuous    young  woman,   and,   he   had  as 
The  disease  occupied  the  upper  part  of  doubt,  was    perfectly  pure   and   cfaaitc 
one  humerus,  where  it  formed  a  considera-  He  could  add  also,  with  regard  to  the  sp- 
ble  tumor,  and  likewise  the  region  of  each  parent  malignity  of  the  disease,  that  ht 
knee,  bony  growths  being  apparent  from  and  his  colleagues,  at  St  Bartholomew^ 
both  femur  and  tibia.    The  subject  was  a  ^-ere  unanimous  as  to  the  pn^riety  sf 
young  woman,  in  every  other  respect  appa-  operating  for  removal  of  the  exostosis,  asd 
rently  healthy.    The  author  stated  that  only  awaited  the  permission  of  the  ^ 
the  tumor  had  progressed  very  apparently  and  her  parents  to  carry  the  operatwa, 
up  to  the  period  of  his  application  of  the  should  it  prove  necessary,  to  the  exttat 
above  treatment,  from  which  date  the  bony  even    of    disarticulating     the    sboaMer. 
enlargements  ceased  to  extend,  and  that  About  this  time,  however,  the  dresser  whs 
by  perseverance  in  the  remedy  there  was  had  charge  of  the  case  discovered  that  then 
some  reason  to  hope  that  a  positive  dimi-  ^^re  other  similar  tumors  in  divert  parts 
nution  in  the  general  mass  of  the  diseased  of  the  body ;  upon  which  the  idea  or  en- 
growth  had  occurred.      This  he  inferred  ploying  the  knife  was  abandoned.    It  wsi 
from  the  cessation  of  a  degree  of  numbness  ^jjen  that  Mr.  Skey  came  into  possession 
in  the  band  of  the  aflectcd  limb,  which.  Qf  the  case,  and  treated  it  with  so  much 
bad  been  occasioned  by  the  pressure  of  gocccss.    He  (Mr.  Earle)  thought  the  ob. 
the  tumor  on  the  brachial  nerves,  below  gervations  on  the  urine  were  very  judidoos 
the  axilla.    Mr.  S.  also  staled  that  the  and  valuable. 

treatment  of  exostoses  by  mercury  was  not  Mr.  Arnott  protested  against  the  «p- 

new,  and  that  he  had  employed  it  without  position  that  it  was  a  new  thing  tousemer- 

any  sanguine  hc^e  of  advantage  to  be  cury  successfully  in  non-syphilitic  eso^ 

derived  from  it ;  he  had  resorted  to  it,  not  gj,.  por  his  part,  he  had  been  in  the  bsbit, 

with  the  view  to  obtain  absorption  by  its  for  some  time,  of  noticing  the  practice  is 

local  application  to  each  tumor,  but  by  its  his  lectures,  and  was  familiarly  acqusinl«a 

general  influence  on  the  arterial  system.  foj  years  with  the  imputed  e£^cacy  of  th« 

During  the  treatment  of  the  above  case,  remedy.     He  had  even  seen  cases  cored  in 

the  urine  of  the  patient  was   analysed  ^his  manner;  but  he  added  (in  rcplj  to t 

by  Dn  Bostock,  and  was  found  to  deviate  question  from  Mr.  Earle),  that  no  obser- 

far  from  the  standard  of  health.    It  ap-  nation  had  been  made  as  to  changes  in  the 

peared  from  the  interesting  statement  of  urine. 

Dr.  B.,  that  the  specific  gravity  of  the  Dr.  Copland  was  surprised  that  tbe» 

urine  was,  on  his  first  examination,  as  low  should  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  alleged  em- 

as  1005,  (we  understood)  and  that  it  was  eacy  of  mercury  in  cases  where  there  wu 

deficient  in  phosphatic  salts,  and  in  gene-  ^q  venereal  taint.    There  wascerUinlyas 

ral  solid  contents,  prior  to  the  treatment  Qoyelty  in  the  practice;  it  was  at  Ic**^** 

by  mercury,  and  that  it  approached  the  q\^  as  the  time  of  Van  Swieten,  who  ased 

healthy  standard,  containing  more  solid  ^q  gj^e  corrosive   sublimate,  in  a  tonie 

matter,  and  rising  in  specific  gravity,  as  tincture  or  mixture,  for  the  discussion  of 

the  patient's  constitution  became  influ-  tumors  of  the  bones.    He  (Dr.  C),  ho«- 

encea  by  the  remedy.    When  the  applica-  ever,  was  not  very  sanguine  as   to  the 
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certain  raccess  of  lucb  treatment.     He  theory.    He,  Dr.  Ritchie,  considered  tha 

bad  at  present  under  his  care  a  lady,  ha?-  Newton    was    right,  and  all  tlie  other 

lug  an  exostosis,  the  size  of  a  walnut,  on  wrong ;  and  accordingly  undertook  to  d'j 

the  OS  frontis,   and  neither  mercury  nor  fend&ie  Newtonian  hypothesis,  and  refu  , 

iodine  had  any  effect  upon  it    As  to  the  that    of  the   anti- Newtonians   forthwit. 

flanges  produced   in  the   urine,  in    Mr.  But  what  with  the  needless  display  of  mf 

Sicey's  case,  he  could  not  but  withhold  his  thematical  symbols,  chiefly  from  the  inte< 

maaent  to  the  supposition  that  they  origi-  gral  calculus,  and  the  eternal  reference  to 

nated  in  the  medicine  merely,  until  ne  tiie  chalk  and  black  board,  with  which  the 

should  be  fully  informed  as  to  the  nature  Dr.  is  so  familiar,  the  audience  were  iu 

of  the  ingesta,  in  the  shape  of  food  and  more  confused  in  their  ideas  of  the  sub* 

4irink,  taken  daily  by  the  patient ;  also  as  ject   at   the  end  of  the    hour   than  at 

to  the  time  of  day  at  which  the  urine  was  the  beginning  of  it.    We  have  no  idea  of 

Toided,   and   in    what  quantity   it   was  attempting  to  give  an  analysis  of  Dr.  R.'s 

paised.  views;  it  were  a  hopeless  task,  and  pro. 

Dr.  WBATBEEHEAn  also  expressed  some  baUy  as  useless  as  hopeless.    Common 

doubts  as  to  the  changes  said  to  ha?e  been  sense  surely  ought  to  ha?e  dictated  to  any 

effected  in  the  urine.  lecturer  how  such  a  subject  as  the  velocity 

A  #*••  «!.;•  .  .K«^  ,v«^..  «•»  •  /%-  -/•  ®f  sound  might  be  made  both  interesting 

And  in  conclusion,  an  anamynumt  paper  treat. 

WYs  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Society. ■ — 

The  author,  it  appeared,  was  anxious  to  TREATMENT  OF  HERNIA, 

hare  it  read,  but  discreeUy  declined  gifing  ^^^^^^  .^  ^^  ,„^j^  ^^^^^  occurrence, 

*VJi?'Sl— «.-,w.  «-♦;♦  ♦«  #u-  ^..^:«»  thai  cfcry  hint  for  its  palliatire  or  curatire 

SLT^iI    *       R^      ^*    *K  ^  treatment  deserres    to    be    promulgated. 

whether  they  would  permit    the    paner  »pu^  .„-»i;^,;^„«f  ,.„«.»;„„  „il..^  ilj.^ 

to  be  read,    ft  was  unusual  to  bring  for-  The  apphcaUon  of  cupping.ghuM»..  or  d^^^ 

_j  ***"•    **     •"  w«i«i.«.  t*^  wi«m.5  copping,  to  facilitate  the  taxis,  has  been 

ward  aaonymoos  commnnicatjons  ;   but  ^JlZJIz'a^a      n^— ft.;..»..isL«.-»..  •«#. 

the   Secretiy,  Mr.   Partridge,  bad  been  J^^"™*"^    How  this  application  acts 

.    °rr\  l^.V  !u      '  X^SrZllJ^^  _  has  not  been  ascertained ;  it  is  said  to  be 

-S^^  ^^  ^  "**^'^*  »»~  »  «»-  «ost  serriceable  when  the  hernia  is  smaU, 


i^mmW^w^  »nmm*mA  tk«  »•»*.>  m»««il  ^^  cuppiug  gUtts  bciog  laigc  cnough  to 

•   t!^^  i^^^ir^'^S^Lrr/Z  cofcrie^ior;  but  the  treatmot  has 

SiljJ'^hSf tlTlSSf  X^w«  ^^  ^^  ""°~  ^«  ^^'^  ^^  effect  eren 

^mU-Pm,  m  which  tlw  aotabie  idea  was  |^  j^  hemiaa.    The  plan  of  Gerdy  for 

•teted,  that  u.  the Jb.««  'M~!f^  «d2Sy^5i  di^sSi  of  Jhi.  cl2^  iZ 

^^^g^^^^'y  ^  ^  n;^  been    tLl  ^th^TmoSBJ^hy 


•evend    sonj^eoat,  and  is  rrpresrated  to 
ha«e  asftwrred  well  in  saiall  hernia*:   ex- 


oar 

of  taitanzcd  aati- 
■  BK  vBiK^mttaaeat  of  this  ftct    «■„  r4—.r>i<«    k*** 

^  "^'^^  "V  '••.g'*?xi"  •    Tbea«it  tJZtpr^^t^md  Cur  the  ladkal 
^'^^     f  il    iTTii*  '       ithHtiTi     «w«^fc*»iaklh»r»plvy»rat*faij» 

y*^  "*"*""-  §0Ji  fmd,  njlk  l3ut  tnm  i  m»i  M. 

djs«s»  •^  iy  Ilf,  B<priiK3  C-^tt&H  asrf  ^tiber 

ROTAL  l3f«TfTtTf03L  A J»r>a»  «qr|0KM. '  1 1  7«4tr«Me  ^  49»a. 

jf^jjg^.  twais  ia  ?hj»  Wasti  ■%( yag>»v&icf>  ga^tgiMw^ 

f*  aMr  ^  satacJMaiy  HMf  a  ymfufmaA  a  hitf 
4#  ;n«iftwi*vVt«s  4«r!t4f«a  lia»  V<a  jiiam>n^  ; 
tut  r^flpj  i:ixi^,ibnu!ft  mt  ^  M  •nqagrirmaiii 
MsfHiMm  JMsrsia  if^K  a(»j<f  sifixr  ^n^mmsm 
mH  ji^Auftfrta  4f  '^  vA«M3«iia«i  iie  w^ 
4yga^  sag  4f  a  sa»irf  rvf^mn  mttuvm^  Sj 


'huaf  mf  a  y*y»lir  SmytiM^tttdf  iita«*,    A  iinntjt  $vrMi»f  s^iM^ 

iv^aa  m   Man  I  Mi'liii'  ^f  4iif    i|>j«»rfr   ««*n«*^«»-«ir.    vHt#*i»   ip^a 

•ff  the   jtiM/enatt*wi  'i<  flMnrf  -faiarii!*!  ii^  ^c'  '\m0m  .r»  Mwrvi 

B^tlmr,    tmfUmm,  asr»t^ibg«<Mt^  sn#l   ^wfM   -h^i  ^vytsft^ 


(J0 


SllXi  OF  MORTALfrr. 


R.  S.  COOrCR  Am  MR.  listoh: 

r  en«iMei)aenee  of  it  letter  in  the  l^aeet 

last  week,  representing^  it  to  he  tlie 

i«h  of  the  stadente  at  Umversitj  College 

lat  Mr.  Linton  tboold  be  aesoeiated  witih 

f r.  8.  Cooper  in  the  Chair  of  Surgery,  • 

meeting  of  the  gentlemen  attending  tbe 

ieetared  alladed  to  took  plaee  on  tbe  tikh^ 

at  whieh  a  rmolotion  oenjing  the  trath 

of  the  amwrtionn,  and  strongly  diMppro^. 

ing  of  the  sentinentt  e^presfied  hy  the 

anonymous  adt oeate  of  Mr,  Liston,  ww 

nnanimonsly  pasted. 

Mr,  Cooper's  theatre  on  WedneadOT 
etening  was  crowded  to  oferiowing,  iad 
he  was  reeeifed  in  such  manner  as  to 
shew  that  he  had  lost  none  of  his  well 
^ItMTftfi  popntaritr.  From  the  natnre  of 
the  address  which  ne  made  at  the  close  of 
his  lectnre  to  the  assembled  stadents,  It 
it  onite  clear  that  the  plan  of  forcing  a 
colleagne  npon  him  has  no  chance  of 
success.  To  nse  his  own  words,  the  chair 
is  not  large  enough  to  hold  them  both, 
and— if  Mr,  Liston  once  got  into  it,  tliera 
would  be  no  fioom  for  him. 


EdmwKd  Wmiwii  HioHand, 
Actbov  WlUfam  Fnaklln, 


AffSMdDtWBtf .  » 

ApoipUarf     •       •  • 

AMhmm        •       •  O 

Canecr          •       •  1 

CkflAinli     •  2 

C<M«iap(fM       •  1«9 

Convnlatona         •  SO 

Croop   ,        •       .  1 

DentUfoaerTctthfar  7 

Dropsy          .       .  If 

DropAy  hi  tbe  Braia  12 

F.ptirpny       .       .  I 

Erjraipclas    .        •  I 

Frr er     ...  8 

Ferer,  8c«r1eC     .  1 

Frr«r,  Typhas     .  I 

Boopinsuouck  •  13 
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JKHOFESSORgfllP  OF  ZOOLOGY 
IN  KING'S  COLLEGE. 

Ma.  HnnniK  baring  been  under  the  nc* 
oessity  of  resigning  the  professorship  of 
ZoolrrgT,  Mr,  Thomas  Bell,  the  distin- 
galshcd  natnfilist,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  racated  chair.  This  is  decidedly  a 
good  bit  on  tbe  part  of  the  College. 


THE  LATE  DR.  E.  TURNER. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Dr 
Tomer,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Uni- 
versity  C'ollege.  A  more  able  teacher, 
or  one  of  higher  character  as  a  chemist, 
will  not  readily  bo  found  as  a  successor. 
He  hod  been  in  a  declining  state  for  a 
considerable  time.  His  funeral,  which  is 
in  take  place  this  dav,  at  tbe  Kcnsal  Green 
Cemetery,  Harrow  Road,  will  be  attended, 
wc  understand,  by  a  procession  ot  tbe 
students. 
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APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

LIST  or  GENTLEMEN  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED 
CERTIFICATES. 

February  16,  1837. 

Blrhnrd  Gardiner  Jay,  Badley.  SaffoUc. 

Tliomafi  Neata  Moody,  Woolwich. 

John  ftforgan.  Hath. 

Um^%  Oeurge  Tatem,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks. 


Winds  S.E.  sad  8.W. 

Exrept  tbe  4th.  8th,  and  7th,  gencnily  dosdrt 
with  ft'eqneot  ana  heavy  sbowers  of  rain.  Bifles 
tbe  afierooon  of  the  13tk. 

Rain  faUen,  1  inch  and  HlTi  of  an  Inch- 

CfLAELBS  HeKKT  AdAMS. 

Erratcm.— In  Mr.  Hutchinson's  paper, 
last  number,  at  p.  741, 1.  22, /or  ^  ooui|ia> 
ratiye  Turict^  of  these  castf,*'  rmi  *'  tiuB- 
paratire  raritj  of  these  cases." 

W  i  ksoN  3i  S  ON ,  Printers,  37»8klnoer^St«  Losdoa* 
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LECTURES  our  data,  we  Gonclude  that  an  infant  hai 

not  respired, 

o*'  I.  When  the  form  of  the  diest  is  flattish 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  •".?^?^\1?', 

'  2.  When  the  langs  are  seen  to  occapy 

DeUver^  at  the  Aldersgate  Sehcd  of  Medicine,  5? *  ^  "™*"  •  P^''**^  Vl/*'*'  ''***^*'  ^^  *® 

^                -'               '  aiapbracm  la  remarkably  conrex ; 

n.  1IV.....U  <^r.^u.»   Mr*  3-  When  the  colour  of  the  Inngs  is  a 

Bt  Whluk  Commik,  M.D.  ^^  jj^^,  ^^^^  ^^  ,^^.,  texture  dense 

^^  and  compact,  with  sharp  edges ; 

T               v-s-wT  ^   When   the  Inngs  are   not  above  a 

Lectobe  XXII.  fiftieth  of  the  weight  of  the  body ; 

Ii.F*NTiciDE  c<mcl«M.     Summary  <f  the  .  *•.  When    immersed  In  water,  whoMr 

rigu,  rf  rapiratim  and  mm^e^rJim-  ""l'"  Part,  they  sink-not  being  pntntf. 

a   W'fcifaTrt.  «/«n*  dM  a  Ziurat  era  »'4'.^?^  facts  which  obserraUon  can 

Natural  D,atk-Du!a„i  rf  the  newboiii  ,  «   When  the  foramen  ofale  of  the  heart, 

child,  cmgtpital  and  ac^-AttleetaiU-  5°«*  ^'  "*?'»'  ^""^  'k'' Vt. '^i."*?!'"'  ?"" 

SgnlYYulent   Daath- Strangulation-  dCTRone  ««> change-the  alter  beilig  cylin- 

^^tion-Dro^ning-Frae^ru^the  JHcal   in    shape    and  in  calibre  nearly 

SliU-maf  occur  aota«.taUy  at  birlh.^  eqnainng  the  pnlmpnary  arte^- ;  and 

during  ut^u  life-Co^  i^ iUuaration-  .. '•  ^.^'''' '"  "ddHion,  there  are  none  of 

Wn4i«gthenc£-Wound.,whelherinfiicttd  "«"« "^  ^'^"irv^^.^Tutl"'^ 

befort^afterd0,th-Detruncation-BCmi»g  "f  f>?t«nnp<*  »f  1'^  after  birth-such 

S.PoiMJng.-(lueUion  of  d^h  from  omit .  !1 '"^''P'™!.}?'?"'"',;;'' »,  ".^°'- *?"  .1^* 

tmg  to  tUthc  fum^E,fm,ro-toncluUon,  ?1  J*i  ""^"fl '*"'•  "'  ""   •»'"»»»•• 

:^.^ofthc«gn.ofNa.uraland  ^^J  7:^r,L«.-The  case  i.  clear 

rwufu  uemn.  ktM^  those  signs  are  present  which   ob- 

Iir  the  last  lecture  I  completed  my  re-  Tionily  show  that  life  subsisted  for  some 

Tiew  of  the  testis  by  which  tne  fact  of  re-  hoort*  and  consequently  that  breathing 

apiration  or  non-respiration  is  usually  as-  mtiit  hare  been  established ;  but  we  should 

eertained.  Before  proceeding  to  the  second  say,  with  confidence,  that  an  infant  has 

important  question  inTolved  in  inquiries  respired — 

reipeetlng  Infanticide,  it  will  perhaps  be  1.  When' the  chest  is  full,  and  arched 

naml  to  sum  np,  in  a  genenu  way,  the  externally ; 

iMiis  by  which  we  are  led  to  conclude  2.  When,  on  opening  the  chest,  the  dia- 

whether  or  not  the  infant  ever  breathed,  phragm  is  not  strikingly  convex,  but  the 

or,  if  the  former,  whether  respiration  tooJL  lungs  are  voluminous,  of  a  bright  red  or 

place  perfectly  or  imperfectly.    This  enn-  pinkish    colour,   and    crepitons  to    the 

'meration  of  the  signs  cannot  fail  to  revive  touch ; 

your  recollection  of  the  several  tests,  and  3.  When  the  lungs,  heart,  and  thymus, 

tlie  modes  of  applying  them.  taken  together,  swim  in  water,  and  all  the 

8igm  ef  non  reipirationa  —  The  appear-  fragments  of  the  lungs  float,  even  though 

•Boea  of  nterine  putridity  would  of  course  strongly  compressed  bv  the  fingers  under 

bedcdiive;   but  putting  these  out  of  the  water,  and  persist  in  floating,  though  re- 

miestion»  and  taking  the  more  ordinary  dnced  to  the  minutest  fragments ; 

dicnnHaiices  occurring    in  practice  for  4.  When  the  arteiiai  duct  %.v^S«ia%\A\M 

482.— XIX.  ^  "8 
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diminished  in  size,  and  perhaps  altered  in  1.  FromfeebUneu. — The  infant  may  htn 

shape,  being  conical  towards  the  aorta;  perished  from  feebleness.   The  laboorBij 

and  hare  been  tedious  and  severe,  and  tk 

5.  When,  in  addition,  the  meconium  is  child,  consequently,   though  bom  alifc, 

found  to  have  been  expelled,  and  certain  may  have  sunk  through  exhaustion.    Of 

changes  have  begun  about  the  umbilicus,  the  probability  of  thi%  we  must  judge  fipoa 

conclusive  of  the  fact  of  some  survival  of  the  circumstances.     Are  there  mans  sft 

the  birth.  difficult  birth  on  the  infant?— the  allegi- 

Sigm  of  partial  raptratum, — ^Unless  there  be  tion  of  a  tedious  labour  is  admissiwf. 

reason  to  believe  that  the  lungs  have  been  Does  the  infant,  judging  from  piiodpla 

artifieialli/  inflated,  we  may  infer  that  an  already  laid  down,  appear  to  have  mcb 

infant  has  partiaJly  or  imperfectly  breath-  immature? — the    plea    that    ft  perisbel 

ed,  from  the  following  circumstances:—  through  exhaustion  and  debility  is  a  ftir 

1.  That  the  lungs  are  but  partially  ex-  and  may  be  a  valid  one. 

panded,  not  filling  as  much  space  as  they  %  From  congenital  disease,— ^An  infimt  ii 

usually  occupy  in  the  chest ;  the  womb  may  labour  under  certain  dii* 

2.  That  the  colour  of  the  lungs  is  not  eases,  which  possibly  may  become  agpir 
uniform,  part  being  of  a  dark  red  or  cbo-  vated  at  birth,  and  cause  death  soon  afler. 
oolate  hue,  and  part  of  a  lighter  or  pinkish  Where  this  is  supposed  to  be  the  case,  the 
tint ;  the  latter  portions  at  the  same  time  medico-legal  examiner  must  exercise  Ini 
vesicular  and  crepitous,  while  the  former  skill  in  appreciating  the  morbid  appear- 
are  dense ;  ances  which  may  be  present :   and  he  wiO 

3.  That  at  least  some  portions  of  the  not  only  have  to  satisfy  himself  of  tbe 
lungs  float  in  water,  though  strongly  com-  actual  presence  of  disease,  but  of  diriii 
pressed  between  the  fingers  previous  to  arrived  at  such  a  height  as  to  oocasiss 
their  immersion ;  death.    We  shall  briefly  notice  the  chief 

4.  That  the  arterial  duct  is  found  to  be  maladies  found  to  affect  the  newJion 
somewhat  altered,  at  least  in  shape,  if  not  infanL 

in  size ;  (a.)  In   the  head,  —  Hydrocephalus    nuj 

5.  And  that  there  is  no  marked  appear-  exist  in  different  deg^rees  of  intensitT: 
ance  of  any  vital  process  having  begun  the  fluid  may  be  simply  effused  into  the 
about  the  root  of  the  umbilical  cord.  cavitv  of  the  arachnoia  membnuse,  with- 

So  mach  for  the  proof,  of  li»e  birth  »"*  '"^yT*",?  *°  "^  "■»».*'  ^1^ 

i«qaired  on  trial,  for  iofanticide      We  »**"**  "^  """  •"*"■  ^*^"--  "' "  "^"^ 


Mhiil  now  proceed  to  tbe  second  and  more    *»  *«  •^'"'°"  .'"*»  *?  l^S.'°'^;-j-. 

especial  inquiry  connected  with  our  sab.    ■"•y..''"*""«^«  "«»  '^y 'T'^.^l'^,^^ 
•  '  ^     J  m  either  of  these  cases  life  is  not  "*'■— 


^    ^  rily  compromised;  the  infant, unless  then 

2.  Did  the  Infant  die  a  natural  or  a  violetit  be  some  other  obstacle  to  its  survivinf, 

Death  ?  or    the  lymph  poured  out  be  present  is 

Supposing  the  fact  of  respiration,  or  of  ▼ery  large  quantity,  can  scarceW  be  sbp- 

live-birth,  to  be  determined,  there  still  re-  Vo^ed  to  perish  immediately  afWr  birth, 

mains  a  most  material  question  to  be  de-  from  either  of  these  causes.      But  sap- 

cided-namely,  whether  the  infant's  death  Pos«    the   quantity    and  quality   of  the 

resulted  from  violence  ?     Unless  this  can  «erous  fluid  such  as  manifestly  to  hsre 

be   established    in    the    affirmative,    the  interfered  with  the  development   of  lh« 

charge  of  infanticide  must  be  held  to  be  brain,  — this  roost  be  e^ivalent  to  as 

unfounded.  incapacity  to  live,   and  in   the  abseace 

*  of  signs  of  violence  may  be  considered 

(A.)  Question  of  Natural  Death,  ^  having  led  to  natural  death.     In  ili 

Humanity  suggests  that  before  entering  ordinary  state  the  infant   brain   is  very 

on  an  investigation  of  the  proofs  of  mur-  soft,  an^  the  white  substance  is  compara- 

der,  we  should  first  be  satisfied  as  to  whe-  tively  more  vascular,  or  richly  supplied  with 

ther  the  infant  might  not  have  died  a  blood-vessels,  than  in  the  aault.  ThisfiKt 

natural  death.  is    worth  remembering    in    medico-bpl 

There  will,  of  course,  be  a  strong  pre-  examinations.      A  morbid  seftnest  of  the 

sumption  in  favour  of  .this  supposition,  infant  brain  is  characterized  oy  an  almost 

when  there  is  a  total  absence  of  marks  of  semi-fluid  condition  of  the  parts,  of  ayel- 

violence  on  the  body.     Rut  such  a  conclu-  lowish,  sometimes  a  blood-stained  ooloar, 

sion  ought  to  be  founded  on  a  strict  and  and  having  a  foetid  odour,  resembling  that 

minute  search:    for  wounds  of  a  deadly  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.    The  same  sort 

kind  have  sometimes  been  so  ingeniously  of  softening  is  sometimes  observed  in  tbe 

inflicted    as    to    escape    discovery    on  a  spinal  marrow :  and  this  state  is  generally 

moderately  cai^ful  examination  :   of  this,  accompanied  by  extensive  marks  of  dis- 

however,  we  shall  have  something  further  ease  in  other  organs  of  the  body, 

to  say  presently.  (6.)  /s  the  liwi^^ When  mentioning  tbe 
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t  M>metiiD6s  urged  to  the  hydro-  Without  entering  into  any  discussion  of 
t,  the  existence  of  certain  diseases  the  physiology  or  pathology  of  Dr.  Jurg, 
ngs  was  alluded  to.  There  may  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  full  credit 
e$  found  in  those  organs  in  a  con-  to  the  correctness  of  his  observations.  To 
advanced  state :  but  this  will  the  medical  jurist  it  is  obvioiisly  of  great 
mstitute  a  cause  of  death  mmhi  importance  that  the  symptoms  ana  ap< 
h.  Not  sa  witli  tngorgement  of  the  pearances  of  atelectasis  should  be  readily 
in  inftnty  to  all  appearance,  may  recognized  when  present ;  for  thev  not 
Wmcd  in  every  respect,  and  ma-  only  indicate  imperfect  respiration,  but  in 
m :  yet  it  dies  immediately  after  many  instances  non-viability ,  or  incapacity 
ongh  the  delivery  may  have  been  for  continuing  to  live — a  condition  in 
be  lungs  will  here  most  probably  which  no  proofs  of  infanticide,  short  of 
I  very  voluminous,  but  gorged  the  most  direct  and  conclusive,  should  be 
olourless  serous  fluid  preventing  sufficient  to  sustain  the  chaige. 
>n.  Sometimes  the  lungs  are.  It  is  worth  remarking,  that  the  mucpos 
r  in  part,  filled  with  sanguineous  membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchia 
ey  are  generally  at  the  same  time  is  often  found  red  in  new-bom  infants, 
nd  of  agranular  texture.  that  the  pleura  is  occasionally  injected, 
aiion  of  the  lungs  is  not  uncom-  and  the  pericardium  not  unfrequently 
new-born  infants:  it  is  supposed  contains  a  lemon,  colon  red  serum, 
i  result  of  inflammation  during  (c.)  In  the  Abdomen. — ^Thc  stomach  and 
life.  The  pulmonary  tissue  is  intestines,  as  well  as  the  oesophagus,  some- 
compact,  heavy,  sinking  speedily  times  present  appearances  which  betoken 
and  not  imparting  any  consider-  the  existence  of  disease  anterior  to  birth. 
)ur  to  that  fluid  when  left  im-  Certain  marks  of  inflammation  in  Uie 
n  it.  In  short,  the  lung  in  this  oesophagus  might  even  be  mistaken  for  the 
1  strongly  resembles  the  liver :  nor  effects  of  a  ligature  applied  externally 
raeral  difficult  to  distinguish  such  before  death,  were  there  other  reasons  for 
r  the  organ  from  its  natural  state,  suspecting  that  strangulation  were  at- 
fore  or  after  respiration.  tempted.  In  the  stomach,  also,  it  deserves 
is  a  disease  described  by  Dr.  E.  to  be  noted,'  ulcerations  have  been  observ- 
Leipzig,  which  it  is  important  here  ed,  attended  with  ruddy  or  dark-coloured 
.  It  is  a  morbid  condition  of  the  discharges,  which  might  easily  give  rise 
r  newborn  infants  which  may  to  suspicion  of  poisoning, 
their  speedy  death.  It  results  Such  are  the  principal  morbid  appear- 
;  imperfect  manner  in  which  re.  ances  which  might  induce  the  medical  ex- 
.  is  performed  after  birth,  a  part  aminer  to  form  an  opinion  relative  to  the 
he  lungs  being  filled  with  air,  the  probable  occurrence  of  natural  death.  It 
\g  part  sloughing  or  becoming  he-  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  how  much  it 
or  otherwise  diseased.  This  state  behoves  him  to  be  scrupulous  in  his  infe- 
angs  Dr.  Jorg  has  denominated  rences,  and  to  recollect  Uiat  his  pathologic 
I  (from  &Tcx))f,  incomplete,  and  cal  inquiries  may  be  the  means  of  saving 
atenmn  or  exjtansion) ;  and  he  con-  the  life  of  the  accused.  We  now  come  to 
to  originate  in  the  too  rapid  and  consider  the 
iverr  of  the   mother.    It  is  the 

3f  t^is  physician,  that  a  slow  and  (e.)  Question  of  Violence.* 

fficult  labour  is  a  process  salutary        xhere  are  many  ways  of  destroying  the 

o  the  child;  that  during  the  sue-  new  bom  infant;  yet  the  methods  usually 

tagcs  the  foetus  is  gradually  de-  adopted  are  not  numerous,  the  deliberate 

f  Its  dependence  on  the  placenta,  murderer  generally  taking  care  to  leave  as 

when   ultimately    sent  into  the  few  marks  of  injury  as  possible.     The 

is  in  a  state  nearly  reKmbling  jj^ode  most  commonly  had  recourse    to 

sphyxia  in  the  adult,  and  is  thus  fg 

powerful    necessity   to  breathe.        StranguUuum.—li  will  be  kept  in  mind, 

,  in  other  rwpects  of  a  health  v  ap-  that  in  considering  the  qnestion  of  violence 

t,  are  often  observed  to  be  weak  and  offered  to  the  new-bom  infant,  we  suppose 

able  after  what  is  commonly  called  the  fact  of  respiration  already  esUblishcd, 

ibour;  their  extremiUes  hang  flac-  and  that  the  child  had  begun  to  have  an 

powerless,  and  their  cry  (if  they  independent  existence.    The  signs,  there- 

\)  is  feeble  and  whimpering.  Such  fore,  of  the  present  mode  of  death  must  be 

ometimes  perish,  notwithstanding  expected  to  resemble  those  indicaUve  of 

Bbrts  that  may  be  made  to  revive  gtrangulation  in  the  adult,  but  of  coarse 

Id  the  lun^  are  then  found  in  in  a  less  strongly  marked  form,  in  conse- 

roeai  condiUon  just  now  aUuded  quence  of  the  diminutive  size  of  the  v»xV^ 

^ ^^^  affected.    It  were  pTemalme  "\3keie  \o  ^i* 

•ilMlonge  Im  gebornen  KJnde.  gtecbU-  «  deUilcd  description  of  \be  •.V^^caj^^'^^ 

^.mow,JoMMa.  GrimaM,i89i,  charactenatic  of  deat]ki  b^  aU«gii%Q^aX^o^>' 
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/«.»►■»  'p*  tvjr  -^* -,-.1.— :.•■.•:: !«.■»?:  -,_»  w^ 
f,fj.'ji  •/  v^.  -.Vfi»".  I,  ".*  v>   •:■.!»    :  u  v..  ..-rtl 

>^.«  ',f  '**^^  ..-i  ».-../',i  ••>.  :.i%rx  ■-/  •.'..*  .-.- 
/*/.•  r.vj  l^A?.  i\'\c^.^  r^'-i^ii  \^  -^jit  5;n 
'/.'.' r  'if  » <  ./^,  t  <• . »Vr:  f^.-,  vi  ,•_  »-.n  -  r\.^ 
♦.4  •.*.  h  I » - '.  ;f  "f.  -. »  >MW  * .  'Jsjfif  4.'.v.*. .  1  ;,  r-/- 
nt/f^'i,  *,!  /'rt.'i*r*'l  a.'^:  fa. _:.*.-, .i  .fiia:- 

t^.t. £  ut  \t^.  ^i  V..-  i  1  ^  f.  ',*  it  K  r : .  wt.  \!k  }j:  >. _fc 
«»»,  fWK'  CAA/A  '*r  »/.i  k.-f.'f.  '>^.ijr  l.tf'.'-sKi,  '.:.* 

i/^'J:'. ,  try*    f»/.*,  t>At,  ♦ifrfi  :a  t^^  a/ii.% 

«'i  Jh  fA«f*^  iA«Ur./<^  ir;!h'#-*»  iiAi.s,2  act 

i  ...'>A  fl»i»h  th«.  l**-t  *?*:<: hiniy*i.i  of  lui- 
♦J.*7,  on  iht  {Art  of  the  r.«.t  To  %«h-:cL  "he 

<S.'.aMur  TioUnce  ^rt  otrtcrrea  on  tl<«  c<ck 
of  a  itfew-kr'fm  infazit.  we  »h'.'::'i  «.*.;«fr 
oi;rv:lr«i  nrfpcctin:^  tJicir  na:~r« :  whether 
the}  an  tfa*  xiufk^  of  fin2<erf,  or  of  a  i"  .-d 
u««<l  for  morderoaf  parpo4ciw  We  tLo'iM 
KT'itioize  well  ibe  form  and  p-»<::i'^s  of 
the^  mark.*,  and  co*^  wbeiber  tb-2T  M<ni 
to  hare  bcvn  priccipaLj  d:r«c:etJ  'to  th« 
eoQipression  of  the  air-pasaacnw 

Whether  prMwrv  has  b««s  exenriwd  on 
the  parts  durins;  life.  «>r  a^r  Jeaih.  is  only 
to  be  determistfd  bt  lb*  a?T«A:ucc«  of 
an  effuion  of  bl.v«d  :c%«  :h<  <3S:u:aB<oaf 
ti4«ae,  which  i»  n<^alN  c;  w.:h  ia  the 
former  ca^'e. 

The  followiDc  i*  M.  Ot^ VaS  suKsanr  of 
rhe  iigns  ^f  «tran<vU;%>a  -.s  t^e  r.ew. 
V'Tn  —  I .  Thai  a  ciiv^Ut  waiV  \v^;i^A  \be 


^■•.■!ii:ar     uiinK. 


mriftftf. 


■.t.n-.-iiTi.aiKin  uirriiir  iiK     —  T 

ri:'.    ji-itlllr-Tfi   1''    !lr    imil^   if    XUt 

\r  -.It*  imiiiUrJu   *->m.    vtr   ams  lu 

r^MT  '.  "  HI.  ifuzxrru  •mrniimiuia  Hai*  ]* 
lufr  n  rif^^uin  0  ~.iis  .^^anic  a*  srmam, 
vjiUfOi!**.  *.  Tiaz.  J*  iui»  sm^x  v  ns- 
11  ii*5i  V— n  i:inp»in£ii::»   ifsuninir  mc  is- 

«  -  -  • 

Mit  iTAtruL  sr  in  "in*  thaiA  snimir  pt  mn- 
3ii»«!i  "I  ia:"!  iri««-i  iu'ai  vju.  ni=t  *n- 
ii»?L.T.ii':!T  t  7\ar  tni-i  fntns  la  zi-. 
if'-.'i  V  'iii-.u'  •r-.'—witiiifCiinr  wsnerrjociia 
^•fiiii-.n.  ir.  zt\r.  ▼!.— ij.r  zui  timiunajin 
•:rt".  Mii  n/i.s"  "fi;*  fcruiiTiSTL  .  iili  1 
T'lA"-  .1  '.irt  irji»r  lantt.  3Hi"3ir  nnsr  "j* 
i.:*ir:«**  Y  mi;a  v)*'^j.    .f  nicU.  cFisSiiir..  if 

•--.niT.  xitrt  --;ai  K--i:i:rLla:a:tt  cjl  mn  ais 

-      J"  —  t 

t.!.*."*  Bi^!ii  1:33.':  iitia  :t-  A  rL_S-  f? 
iz^rj".-?^.  aa»  !•*  *!i5wa**c  a^^er  Kr^  ?* 
tnX'-.tJ:ttr::f  ta  t^k  ^«ti  ci.;cftes :  b«  zu  fat 
ft'^:*  ".iri  ^^  aochcr^  dscskrre>.  ■>? 

4;  a  EJzti-ciatir :.  vznh  aeci-ins*  are  =  i 

n-r».  a-'.f  ji*Ttiap«».  ui  zctscsaL,  w^  ibe« 
pr<nec*.  a:.^  Larrrrr  to  the  medjcal  -srK. 
SnujtTirr^r  =«  ^•r  ■Mtt-e^icaaL  however,  :i  u 
:  wi.i'::.  ia  FXfcccLed  caie^.  ih^rs 


:»  Lv  T*-i««ibu:rT  .;f  diftimzvif&icz  fra 
'JL\  *azi-*  k.:^  :f  death  produced  disiz::' 
**'.'.y  TiKTi  is  x:>x  m  the  opision  of  as 
erziizeE*  &T-rt5i«ni  eriiic*)  a  moiv  «asy. 
eff'K'rial.  or  KcrcC  mode  of  coaunitune 
(i:ld-K Trier,  than  this;  bat  fortnnatclj 
it  M  Lardlj  ever  resorted  to;  for  hew,  as 
ID  c>«t  cas<5  of  boBiicide,  a  jrivat  deal 
more  ciicLlef  if  d^oe  than  is  nccasair  tt) 
eff-^ct  dbe  pirpc**  in  view. 

^Vherv  Kibftaocn  hare  been  fonnd 
thrift  into  the  back  part  of  the  moatb, 
wi'.h  the  apparmt  object  of  caosing  suff<>- 
cation,  it  is  important  to  detennioe 
whe*±er  ther  hare  been  introdoced  before 
or  after  death.  When  the  former  is  the 
case,  there  a?e  Kcnerally  marked  appear- 
ances of  coiucstion  about  the  fauen.  Sap- 
po<<  a  pl?7  or  pledcret  of  linen  doth 
pa^hcd  into  the  pharynx,  it  mast  exercise 
c«?mp>maiMn  on  the  parts,  in  proportion  to 
the  force  emploved  in  introducing  it* 
Hence  a  peculiar'  appeaimnce  of  the  ma- 
ccvQf  membrane— a  aiffermce  of  coloor  in 
tbe  «it cation  of  the  fore  and  back  part  of 
the  pIujT:  the  membrane  ia  white,  and 
destitnte  of  its  natural  quantity  of  blood. 
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where  tbe  compression  has  been  greatest —  of  blood,  partly  0  uid  and  partly  coagulated, 

that  is,  in  tbe  farthest  sitnation ;  whereas,  under  tbe  scalp  covering  the  /Irontal  bones, 

anterior  to  this,  it  is  red  or  violet-coloured,  The  parietal  bones  were  both  fractured, 

thickened,  and  swollen.  the  left  in  three  places,  (fig.  31,  1,  3,  4.) 

DnwHtng  in  the  discharges,  or  other 
flaids,  may  be  recognized  by  the  ordinary 
signs  of  dieath  by  drowning,  together  with 
the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  contents  of 
the  month,  goflet,  stomach,  and  air-pas. 

•wa- 
it is  not  necessary  that  we  should  here 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  signs  of  death 
by  drowning:  the  discussion  of  that  sub. 
ject  will  be  more  appropriately  entered 
apon  hereafter.  Let  it  suffice  at  pre- 
•cot,  that  on  dissection  the  lungs  and 
right  tide  of  the  heart  are  generally  found 
foil  of  blood,  the  brain  will  probably 
be  congested,  and  in  the  air-pansages  a 
watery  froth   will   be   perceived.     This 

last   sign    is   not   always    present;    but  Fio.  31. 
when  it  is,  it  indicates  unquestionably  the 

fact  of  death  by  submersion.     Also  the  radiating  from  a  central  point,  the  right 

presence  of  fluid  in  the  stomach,  of  the  in  one  (2)  which  was  evidently  a  continua- 

Mime  kind  as  that  in  which  the  body  has  tion  of  the  middle  fracture  crossing  the  ver- 

been  found,  u  a  strong  proof  that  degluti-  tex."     Opinions  were  divided  as  to  the 

tion  was  eflfeoted,  and  therefore  that  the  manner  in  which  this  injury  was  pn>doced; 

infiuit  was  still  living  when  submeived.  one  or  two  of  the  medical  witnesses  thought 

Fractureg,  blow,  and  woundt.^-  Infants  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  blow  inflicted 

have  frequently  been  found  with  exteuKivo  with  a  stick  or  some  hard  Kubstance,  but 

fractures  of  the  skull,  such  as  to  raise  the  admitted  tlie  possibility  of  its  being  caused 

atron^t  possible  suspicion  that  murder-  by  a  fall  from  the  mother  on  the  frozen 

COS  violence  had  been  employed.      But  in  ground.    Others  testified  to  the  probable 

soch  cases  it  has  commonly  been  alleged  truth  of  the  prisoner's  statement,  that  bhe 

that  the  fractures  were  the  result  of  acci-  ^'a*  delivered  suddenly,  standing  in  the 

dental  injary — ^the  <child,  for  example,  hav-  bam  yard,  and  that  the  child  dropped 

ing  been  expelled  from  the  mother  by  from  her  on  the  frozen  gravelly  soil :  the 

a    sadden   labour   pain.     The    late    M.  fractures,  too,  it  was  argued,  were  in  the 

Chanssier  made  a  series  of  experiments  to  ▼ery  place  where  we  might  expect  to  find 

determine  whether  falls  of  this  description  them,  had  they  resulted  from  »uch  an  acci- 

weie  capable  of  causing  the  terious  injuries  dent.    The  court  and  jury  seemed  to  be 

lefemd  to.     Fifteen  still-born  children  satisfied  with  this  view  of  the  case,  and 

were  allowed  to  fall  perpendicularly,  and  the  prisoner  was  acquitted. 

bead  foremost^  from  a  height  of  eighteen  Thus  it  would  seem  to  be  satisfactorily 

incbesy  on  a  paved  floor.    In  twelve  of  shown  that,  in  sudden  labours,  fatal  injury 

tbem  one  or  other  of  tlie  parietal  bones  may  befal  the  child  from  the  accident  of  its 

was  broken.     When  the  height  was  three  droppin(^  from  the  mother.    But  it  should 

leet  and  upwards,  the  fractures  were  pro-  be  mentioned  that  experience  does  not  al- 

'  pcHtiooably  greater.  ways  warrant  this  conclusion.     Dt.  Klein, 

In  an  interesting  trial  for  infanticide  just  now  quoted,  availed  himself  of  the 

-whidi  took  place  at  New  York  a  few  years  opportunity  he  possessed,  by  his  oflicial 

•iiieey*  tbe  principal  question  was,whether  station  in  the  kingdom  of  Wirtemberg,  to 

•  severe  fraetnre  of  the  skull,  causing  the  procure  returns  of  all  such  labours  occur' 

deatbof  tbe  c^ild,  might  not  have  occurred  ring  within  his  jurisdiction.    The  result 

acridentally  at  delivery.  The  accused  was  was,  183  well  authenticated  cases,  in  1.0() 

■ayoa^ig  woman  ofcolonr,  who  endeavoured  of  which  the  mothers  were  suddenly  deli- 

to  ooMeal  tbe  iact  of  her  having  g^iven  ▼ered  standing ;  yet  there  was  not  a  single 

birtb  to  a  child :  but  its  body  was  soon  case  of  death  among  them,  nor  of  fracture 

finnd.    **  Tbe  body,"  as  was  stated  in  the  of  the  skull,  or  other  mischief  happening 

Cfidenee  at  tbe  inquest,  ^  was  that  of  a  to  the  infant ;  though  some  of  the  children 

fall-gfowB  male  child,  which  had  breathed,  luul  fallen  on  bare  boards,  and  some  on  the 

and  BO  external  marks  of  violence  were  P^^-  The  reason  of  the  difference  between 

visible  aboat  it,  excepting  some  effusion  the  experimenU  and  those  camrs  occurring 

in   nature   is   supposed   to    be,   that   in 


•  MmtrtM  Joanni  of  Med.  Scleneet,   Feb.     *^«  Utter  the  direction  in  which  the  biidy 
l$m  I  9md  Ma*.  Qaz.,  vol.  zvUi.  p.  44.  of  the  infant  is  projected  Vk  u\kVuvuc,  vso^. 
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the  fall  is  not  so  instantaneous  as  in  the  sertation,  the  woman  wasMirered  by  At 

experimental  essay.    We  cannot,  however,  efforts  of  nature  alone,   in  the  LviBf4i 

deny  the  jHmibilHy  of  fracture  thus  occurring  Hospital  of  Freibnrg.     She  was  tomeetto 

during  a  natural  labour.  hysterical  fits,  and  about  four  weeks  Woif 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  it  ought  labour  had  a  fall  out  of  bed  daring  a  pt- 

to  be  mentioned,  that  M.  Chaussier  made  roxysm  :  to  this  accident  the  injnrj  fbaad 

some  further  observations,  to  show  the  dif.  on  the  child's  head  at  birth  was  attribatcd. 

ference  between  fractures  caused  by  acci-  A  large  ecchymosia  was  obseired  orer  the 

dental  falls,  or  during  labour,  and  those  right  parietal  bone,  correspoading  to  a 

produced  by  violence.    The  chief  differ-  fractare  in  the  part  to  the  extent  of  aboat 

ences  are,  that  where  wilful  violence  has  an  inch.   The  child  never  breathed,  tboogli 

been    employed,    the  injaries  will    most  its  movements  shewed  that  it  was  alive  at 

likely  be  found  much  more  numerous  and  birth. 

extensive^>for  the  murderer  generally  goes  There  is  a  species  of  violence  which  kilb 

on  striking  till  the  child  expires;   and  an  infant  at  once,  and  yet  may  elode  the  eb- 

fracturcs  and  bruises  in  this  ca<-e  will  com-  servation  of  a  moderately  diligent  exa- 

monly  be  found  in  parts  of  the  head  where  miner;  namely,  the  effect  of  twitlimg  the  kmi 

the  accidents  alluded  to  could  not  possibly  on  the  vertebral  column.  Here  there  wcmid  pro. 

produce  them  :  for  example,  the  bones  of  bably  be  not  the  slightest  external  man  to 

the  face  may  be  found  fractured,  or  the  engage  the  attention  of  the  medical  jurist, 

frontal  and  occipital  bones,  or  even  the  nor  would  the  loose  moveable  oonditioa  of 

base  of  the  skull  itself.  the  neck  form  any  better  guide, — for  thb 

I  have  alluded  to  the  possibility  of  frac-  is  common  to  all  new-bom  children,  espe- 

tures  of  the  head  occurring  during  labour,  cially  when  the  weather  is  not  very  eold. 

It  should  be  stated,  that  there  is  authority  The  only  practical  caution  that  can  be 

for  asserting  that  such  fractures  may  bie  g^ven  on  this  point  is,  that  an  opportunity 

caused  by  pressure,  or  by  the  violent  con-  of  inspecting  the  internal  state  of  tw 

traction  of  the  uterus  diiring  parturition ;  upper  part  of  the  neck  ought  never  to  bs 

nay,  there  are  well-authenticated  cases  on  neglected. 

record,  of  children  coming  into  the  world  The  wounds  inflicted  on  the  new-boia 
with  fractures  of  the  skull,  which  mast  infant,  for  murderous  purposes^  are  gsae. 
have  happened  during  uterine  life.  In  an  rally  confined  to  the  head  and  neck. 
able  essay  recently  published  by  Dr.  Punctures,  however,  of  the  heart  bars 
Schworcr,  professor  of  midwifery  at  Frei-  been  detected,  as  well  as  similar  injuries 
burg*,  we  nave  an  account  of  nine  such  done  to  the  bead.  The  story  in  the  Cmuaa 
cases,  eight  of  them  happening  within  the  eelebree  of  the  diabolical  French  mid- 
experience  of  Schmitt,  Jorg,  Siebold,  and  wife,  who  used  to  despatch  her  victiou 
others;  the  ninth  in  the  aul]bor's  own  prac-  by  thrusting  a  long  needle  into  the  Ibn- 
tice.  Schmittmet  with  two  cases ;  the  first  tanelle  as  soon  as  it  presented,  is  well 
wasonein  which,  from  the  fall  of  a  drunken  known.  In  cases  of  detected  pane- 
husband,  his  head  striking  the  belly  of  his  tnre,  the  wound  should  be  carefalljr 
wife  four  weeks  before  delivery,  the  skull  of  traced  iu  all  its  extent,  when  it  will  be 
the  fobtus  was  fractured :  the  cnild  was  bom  generally  found  that  it  widens  as  it  depmts 
alive  notwithstanding,  though  it  soon  from  the  surface,  the  murderer  employing 
died ;  but,  as  Dr.  Schmitt  observes,  had  a  rotatory  motion  of  the  instmmeat,  the 
it  been  bora  elsewhere  than  in  the  Lying-  more  effectually  to  accomplish  the  poiposs 
in   Hospital,  or  under  circumstances   of  intended. 

concealment,    the  suspicion   might   have  A    very  important  inquiry    respecting 

been  readily  formed  that  it  was  destroyed  blows  and  wounds  is,  whether  they  wero 

deliberately.     In   Schmitt's  second  case,  inflicted  before  or  after  death ;  nor  mast  it 

the  left  parietal  bone  was  fractured  during  be  denied,  that  there  is  considerable  diA- 

labour,  in  consequence  of  the  arm  coming  culty,  if  not  an  otter   impossibility,  is 

down  while  the  head  wos  being  expelled,  decide  the    question  —  when,  especially, 

IVfeissner  relates  a  case  which  happened  in  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  injuries 

Jorg's  clinique,  where  two  fissures  of  the  were  inflicted  eoon  after  death;   for  then 

skull  were  occasioned  during  labour ;  and  there  will  be  little  or  no  appreciable  dif- 

in  Siebold's  practice  the  left  parietal  was  se.  ference  between  such  injuries  and  those 

verely  fractured,  the  labour  being  extremely  done  a  short  time  before.     But  suppose  tbe 

difficult,attended  withconvulsions,without  wounds  produced  some  hours  before  death, 

any  possibility  of  employing  instruments,  there  ought  then  certainly  to   be  decided 

In  the  case  which  occurred  to  Dr.  Schwo-  appearances  present ;  swelling  and  redness, 

rer,  and  which  gave  rise  to  bin  clever  dis-  for  instance, — and  still  more  marked  phe- 

"     n  „  ^ T-r ' : nomena,  if  the  injuries  were  of  longer 

•  Beitrftge  ear  Lehre  von  dem  ThatbenUnde  slAndinir 

desKindermordes  iiberhaupt.  undden  ungewls-  .      "?*          .    .        _*.      **      j.            ,     ^ 

■en  Todesarteti  nengeborner  Kloderlotbetondere.  Another  point  worth  attending  to  is,  to 

Von  i>r.  J.  Schwdrer.   Freiburg,  1896.  ascertain  by  what  sort  of  weapon,  or  in- 
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stmmeiit,    the    woond  was    made;    the  immediately  classed  with  the  preceding 

form,  leDgtb,  breadth,  and  depth  of  each  forms  of  criminal  violence,  nor  do  they 

wound  shoald  be   carefully    examined;  amount  to  infanticide,   in  the  interpre. 

likewise  whether  its  ^dges  are  smooth,  or  tation,    or  perhaps    the    spirit,   of   our 

lacerated,  or  bruised.    Too  much  care,  in-  laws.    Most  of   the  continental  medical 

deed,  can  scarcely  be  bestowed  on  the  ex-  jurists  divide  infanticide  into  two  kinds 

amioation  of  wounds.  — >as  it   is    effected    by    commission    or 

Detruntatum  and  burning, — Deeds  of  vio-  by  omission.     But  infanticide  by  omis- 

fence  of  this  nature  are  usually  perpetrat-  sion,  implying  that  the  infant  has  been 

ed  for  the  purpose  of  conveniently  getting  wilfully  lost  through    gross    negligence, 

rid  of  the  body  of  the  infant    It  may  be  or  by  denying  it  certain  necessary  atten- 

nidged    that    such    methods    were    taken  tions,  is  not  recognized  as  a  crime  by  our 

with  the  simple  object  of  concealment,  penal   statutes :  we  indict  for  murder,  or 

the  child  having  been  bom  dead.    The  concealment,  or  not  at  all. 

question  then  is,  can  we  say  whether  the  Yet  wilfully  cmiiiing  to  tie  the  umbilical 

body  was  thus  treated  anterior  or  subse-  cord,  though  not  always  fatal,  deserves  to 

quent  to  death  ?  be  considered  as  a  very  criminal  act,  espe- 

Proofs  of  death  by  delruncation  can  only  cially  when  taken  in  connexion  with  con- 
be  ascertained  on  the  principles  which  ap-  cealment  Much  controversy  has  existed  re- 
ply to  wounds  generally :  the  signs  will  be  lative  to  the  importance  or  non-importance 
the  more  manifest  the  more  tedious  the  of  putting  a  ligature  on  the  funis  after  it 
process  employed,and  the  more  early  begun  has  been  lacerated,  or  cut.  But  though  it 
before  dissolution.  were  demonstrated  in  ninety-nine  cases  out 

Of  death  by  burning  we  are  better  sup-  of  a  hundred  that  no  mischief  followed  the 

plied  with  the  means  of  proof.    Expeii*  omission,  the  fact  of   its  proving  fatal, 

ment  and  observation  show  that  the  ap-  even  in  a  single  instance,  is  sufficient  to 

pearances  of  bums,   as  inflicted    before  show  the  danger  of  omitting  it    The  in^ 

death  and  alter,  are  very  characteristically  fant  mav  perish  by  haemorrhage,  the  signs 

distinct.    After  death,  the  application  of  of  which  are  obvious  in  the  blanched  and 

fire,  or  red-hot  irons,  merely  chars  the  almost  bloodless  state  of  the  body,  both 

part;  and  if  vesicles  be  produced,  they  are  internal  and  external;  a  state  which  is 

filled  only  with  air,  unless  the  subject  be  more  likely  to  occur  after  the  cord  has  been 

dropsical  or  anasarcous,  when  they  may  severed  in  the  usual  way,  than  when  torn 

contain  fluid.    But  when  bums  are  effect-  by  the  hand. 

ed  before  life  is  extinct,  decided  marks  of  Erpoture. — Death  procured  by  wilful  ex- 
vital  reaction  are  observable ;  a  bluith  of  posure  of  the  living  infant,  though  not 
redness  forms  round  the  part  in  a  few  absolutely  amounting  tochild-murder  with- 
seconds,  which,  though  not  wholly  per-  in  the  meaning  of  our  law,  must  greatly 
manent  after  death,  never  fails  to  leave  a  a^fgravate  the  crime  of  concealment  of  the 
deep  crimson  line  of  redness  round  the  birth.  The  signs  by  which  the  medical 
bam,  not  removeable  by  pressure.  Vesi-  jurist  is  guided  in  forming  an  opinion  in 
dcs  also  are  generally  raised,  which  are  such  cases,  must  chiefly  be  gathered  from 
found  to  be  filled  with  seram.  the  circumstances, — such  as  the  time  and 

P«ij0jiii^.  —  Poisoning  has  sometimes  place,  together  with  the  appearance  of  the 

been  enumerated  among  the  acts  of  fatal  body— destitute  perhaps  of  covering,  and 

Injury  practised  with  a  view  to  infanti-  (though  the  meconium    be  all  expelled) 

cide.    But  there  is,  probably,  not  a  single  having  no  alimentary  matter  in  the  sto- 

case  on  record  to  show  that  such  a  mode  of  mach. 
murdering  the  new-bom  infant  has  ever 

heto  bad  recourse  to.    It  is,  however,  by  Having  thus  examined  all  the  principal 

no  means  impossible  that  cases  of  poison-  points  connected  with  the  second  question 

ingma^  oceur;  and  therefore  the  examina-  involved  in  inquiries  respecting  infanti- 

lion  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  where  cide,  T  shall  conclude  the  whole  subject  by 

there  is  room  for  suspicion,  ought  not  to  giving,  as  I  did  at  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 

be  neglected.    Chemical  analysis  will,  of  tion,  a  brief  rewm^  of  the  signs  of  natural 

coarse,  be  necessary  for  establishing  the  and  of  violent  death. 

proofs ;  bat  an  account  of  the  particular  Signs  of  9iatural  death. — We  infer  that 

prdbesses  to  be  adopted  must  be  reserved  there  is  no  ground  for  the  charge  of  in- 

Ibr  another  part  of  the  course.  fanticide,  but  that  the  child,  though  bom 

alive,  sank  in  the  course  of  nature — 

Qustftoit  of  Omittion,  1.  When  there  is  a  complete  absence  of 

There  are  two  other  modes  of  wilfully  marks  of  violence ;  or  when  those  disco- 

procairiny  the   death    of   the    new-bom  vered  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  accident, 

tkilAt  a  notice  of  which  ouaht  not  perhaps  or  can  be  proved  to  hare  been  occasioned 

to  be  omitted,  although  they  cannot  be  after  death. 
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3.  When  the  child  is  malformed,  wetkly.  talnly  to  many  penons  a  moat 

or  immatare,  and  has  apparently  perished  means  of  eooling  thirvt;  bnt  tba 

in  consequence  of  a  tedious  labour.  physician  will  ne?er  allow  hia  patisrt  Is 

3.  When  there  are  efident  marks  of  indulge  too  much,  for  he  knowa  that  thrii 

disease,  and  of  a  character  Ukely  to  ha? e  frequent  nse  distends  the  atoBMh,  mA 

terminated  fatally.  produces  a  tendency  to  tympanilH  mA 

Signs  of  death  hy  vkUnee. — Some  of  these  bowel  complaint.    I  am  also  of  0|Mm 

are  so  obvious  as  to  need  no  particular  de.  that  the  exhibition  of  laige  qoaatiliss  if 

scription :  but  where-  tiie  circumstances  free  carbonic  add  is  a  itry  doobClU,  tf  art 


are  such  as  to  warrant  at  least  suspicion    a  dangerous,  practice  in  fefer.  aad  an 


in  the  first  instance,  we  may  be  led  to  a  increase  that  tendency  to 

more  determinate  view  of  the  case —  functional   derangement  of   the 

1.  When,  with  or  without  distortion  of  and  respiratory  systems,  which  la  < 

the  features,  or  unnatural  aspect  of  the  in  e?ery  case  of  genuine  tjrphoa.    In 

body,  the  internal  examination  shows  that  tion  to  this,  the  e? olntion  of  a  laige  <_ 

some  foreign  substance  was  introduced,  by  tity  of  fixed  air  in  the  stomadi  fteqosatiy 

means  of  which  respiration  was  impeded,  causes  a  very  disagreeable  aenae  of  diaka* 

2.  When  the  signs   of  asphyxia,   or  sion  and  suffocation,  and  acta  injarinmiy 

smothering,  are  found  in  the  chest,  with  on  the  mucous  membrane, 

traces  of  injury — pressure,  with  ecchymo-  Allow  me  here  to  digreaa  a  moment ftmi 

sis,  for  instance— about  the  throat  my  subject,  and  make  a  few  ohacitmism 

3.  When,  together  with  the  appearances  on  a  case  which  terminated  ihtally  in  ear 

of  asphyxia,  there  is  froth  in  the  air-pas-  wards  within  the  last  twentj-lbar  hooa 

sages,  and  water,  or  some  of  the  fluid  in  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  thiscmi 

which  the  body  was  found,  in  the  stomach,  more  particularly,  as  I  think  a  difcmt 

4.  And   lastly,  when    the   marks   of  plan  of  treatment  might  ha?eaaceeededii 

wounds,  or  blows,  or  bums,  are  observed  mving  the  man's  life.    This  man  wv  •i' 

on  such  parts  of  tiie  body  as  would  not  be  mitted   into  the  fever  ward  ahoat  tht 

likely  to  suffer  from  accidental   injury;  seventh  or  eighth  day  of  hia  lllnim    I 

and  when  such  wounds,  blows,  or  bums,  cannot  exactly  state  how  he  was  treated  ia 

indicate,  by  the  appearances  of  vital  re-  the  commencement,  bnt  I  believe  he  wai 

action,  that  the  infant  was  not  yet  dead  very  badly  attended,  and  that  the  stats  sC 

when  they  were  inflicted.  the  principal  organs  was  wholly  n^leelBA 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  state,  tfaiat  wlien  hs 

— —  dune  under  our  care  the  chief  features  of 

CLINICAL  LECTURES,  Ws  case  were  delirium,  accompanied  by 

total  want  of  sleep,  and  a  Tlolenoe  of  eon* 

DiLivBiiioATTHi  ^^^  ^^  bchaviour  calling  for  the  re- 

MEATH  HOSPITAL  AND  COUNTY  straint  of  the  strait  waistooat.  Now  under 

OF  DUBLIN  INFIRMARY,  circumstances  of  this  nature  the  most  di- 

ligcnt  attention  and  promptitude  are  iai- 

DuTxng  the  Semon  1836-7.  peratively  demanded  on  the  part  of  the 

Br   Propbssor  Grates.  physician,  and  every  step  calenlaled  to 

anticipate    danger   should    be    instantly 

taken.    I  regret  to  my  that  I  did  not  at 

Lecture   vL  the  time  take  a  correct  view  of  the  trest- 

Funher  remarh  on  the  Treatment  of  Fever^  "«>*»  f^   precautions    neeemair   to   be 

Management  of  DeUriout  patientt^Adran-  «dopted  under  such  exigencies.     I  did  not 

tages  of'   Tartar  Emetic  in  the   form  of  ^^J}^}  that  the  IMM  wonld  terminate  fc- 

Enema—SiibsuUw  tendinum  sometimet  from  tally  in  such  a  short  time^  and  I  anUd- 

disturbance  if  the  nervotu  extremities,  inde-  Pf  ^<^  benefit  from  the  remedy  preseribed. 

pendently  of  the  brain  or  spinal  cord-  Vomits  ^f  ^*»  V^"^}^  ^  *^  <»'<"  ««?^ 

ing  and  purging  at  the  commencement  of  Bolution  in  fuU  doses ;  but  on  viaitiog  hisi 

Fever,  indicative  of  cerebral  affection— S^o-  ^«»t  moniiog,  we  found  that  he  had  obsli- 

fuUms  injlammation  of  the  brain^Chnmic  nately  refused  to  Uke  his  medidae,  aad 

scrofulous  fever.  that  his  symptoms  were  gready  aggia- 

^  fated. 

In  iP^ing  of  the  use  of  drinks  in  fever.  In  delirium  of  this  kind  it  is  oertaialv 

I  alluded  to  the  abuse  of  soda  or  Seltzer  very  difficult  to  manage  the  patient,  ani 

water,  and  effervescing  draughts.     It  is  we  are  frequently  obliged  to  have  leeoarss 

veiT  much  the  custom,  both  in  hospital  to  force  or  stratagem  to  make  him  taks 

and  private  pracUce,  to  look   upon  the  his  medicines.     I  ragiet  extiemely  that 

latter  as  a  remedy  which  may  be  adminis-  this  man's  head  vras  not  leeched  oo  hisad- 

tered  at  the  pleasure  of  the  patient,  or  the  mission,  as,  from  the  stote  of  hU  pnbe,  I 

discreUon  of  the  nurse.     They  are  cer-  think  he  would  have  borne  it  welL    Eight 
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• 

might  ha?6  been  applied  to  his  benefits  derivable  from  it,  may  b6  likewise 
tmnples,  and  repeated  two  or  three  times  produced  in  this  way.  Now  where  the 
the  same  day,  according  to  the  state  of  his  stomach  is  irritable,  and  yet  there  exists  a 
pidae  and  strength.  I  think  I  was  wrong  necessity  for  such  remedies,  it  is  a  Tery  for. 
in  contenting  myself  with  ordering  the  tunate  circumstance  to  be  in  possession  of 
tutar  emetic  solution  and  a  blister  to  his  a  means  of  employing  them  without  in- 
head,  and  I  should  have  anticipated  from  flicting  any  injury  on  the  stomach,  and 
the  violence  of  his  behaviour  that  it  would  thus  counterbalancing,  the  good  effects 
he  very  diAcnlt  to  manage  him.  of  the  remedy  by  the  injury  done  to  the 

Ib  eases  of  this  kind,-  where  it  is  neces-  stpmach.  Of  course  the  cases  in  which 
mtj  to  give  tartar  emetic  (and  this  is  one  these  expedients  are  required  are  compara- 
of  the  best  remedies  yon  can  employ  in  tively  rare,  but  the  practical  physician 
eases  of  cerebral  excitement  in  fever,)  you  must  be  always  prepared  for  sucn  exigen- 
dioald  be  always  prepared  to  obviate  any  des,  and  be  provided  with  every  means  of 
omiation  arising  from  the  obstinacy  of  the    meeting  them. 

patient;  and  when  he  will  not  take  his  AnoUier  of  our  patients  died  also  within 
medidne  voluntarily,  you  may  secure  its  the  last  few  days  in  the  fev^r  ward.  He 
efleets  on  the  system  in  two  difllerent  ways,  laboured  under  a  very  bad  form  of  macu- 
la the  first  place,  it  may  be  secretly  mixed  lated  fever,  and  when  admitted,  was 
with  the  patient's  ordinary  drink;  and  as  evidently  in  a  hopeless  state.  I  shall  not 
each  persons  are  generally  thirsty,  and  sel-  say  any  thing  about  this  case,  except  to 
dom  refuse  drink  altoffetner,  an  intelligent  nsie  it  as  an  occasion  for  making  a  few  ob- 
nniae  will  readily  find  means  to  make  the  servations  on  a  particular  state  of  the 
patient  take  a  snffident  quantity  of  it  to  cerebro-spinal  system,  which  we  not  unfre- 
•ecore  its  ftdl  effect  on  the  cerebral  circn-  quently  observe  in  cases  of  maculated 
lation.  typhus,  and  occasionally  in  other  varieties 

Another  expedient  which  you  may  re*    of  fever.    Now  von  observed  that  this  man 
aort  to  on  similar  emeigendes,  is  to* give    had  not  the  slightest  tendency  to  sleep; 
the  tartar  emetic  in  the  form  of  enema,    that  he  lay  with  his  eyes  constantly  open, 
I  had  recomrse  to  this  plan  some  time    raved  incessantly,  had  subsultus  tendi- 
haek,  in  a  similar  case  of  delirium,  and    num,  floccitatio,  and  cold  extremities,  and 
with  the  best  results.    After  leeching  the    often  attempted  to  get  out  of  bed.    Yet 
head,  I  gave  the  solution  of  tartarized  an-    we  could  not  find  in  him  any  thing  like 
tioiony  in  enema;  and  this  can  be  always    decided  evidence  of  cerebral  inflammation. 
done,  whether  the  patient  likes  it  or  not.    The  tunica  adnata  was  of  a  clear  pearl- 
if  yon  take  care  to  prevent  his  struggles  by    white,  the  face  pale,  and  the  scalp  and  in- 
confining  liim  in  a  strait  waistcoat.    The    teguments  of  the  face  cool.    You  perceive, 
hest  way  of  administering  it  is  to  dis-    then,  that  sleeplessness,  delirium,  and  sub- 
solve  two  or  three  grains  of  tartar  eme-    sultus  tendinum,  may  depend  on  a  state  of 
tic   in  four  or  &re  ounces  of  mucilage    the  nervous  system  naving  no  connexion 
ai  etarefa  or  isinglass,  and  inject  it  with    with  congestion  ofthe  brain,  or  determina- 
the  aid  of  a    long  flexible  tube,  so   as    tion  of  blood  to  the  head.  This  occurrence 
to  make  the  contents  of  the  syringe  pass    has  struck  me  very  fordbly  in  many  cases 
high  up  into  the  bowel.      In  this  way    of  fever.    But  I  have  been  most  particu- 
JOB  can  eecnrB  all  the  good  effects  of  tar-    larly  struck  with  the  occurrence  of  sub. 
tariaed  antimony  in  overcoming  the  con-    sultus  tendinum  in  such  instances.  In  the 
cestion  of  the  brain,  and  procuring  sleep,    present  case  we  had  a  patient  with  sleep- 
In  all  cases  of  alarming  cong^estion  of  the    lessness  and  subsultus.     But  this  concur- 
hcad  in  fever,  I  have  been  long  in  the    rence  of  symptoms  does  not  always  exist. 
habit  of  nsing  tartar  emetic  in  this  way.    You  recollect  the  case  of  the  boy  in  the 
if  tlie  stomach  be  deranged,  and  incapable    small  fever  ward,  who  laboured  under  ex- 
of  bearing  it  safdy ;  and  I  can  assure  you    cessive  subsultus,  and  to  whom  we  gave 
that  it  is  a  most  fortunate  thing  to  have    the  spirit  of  turpentine  in  drachm  noses 
■adi  a  powerful  resource  in  all  cases  of    with  so  much  benefit.    Yet  this  boy,  as 
the  kind.    I  have  also  not  unfrequently    you  all  remember,  slept  remarkably  well, 
given  expectorant  medicines  in  the  same    I  have  frequently  pointed  out  to  the  class 
way,  wb«re  from  the  state  of  the  stomach,    patients  laoouring  under  subsultus  tendi- 
or  the  debility  of  the  patient,  the  ordinary    num,  who  slept  well,  and  in  whom  the 
lies  eonld  not  be  administered  by  the    tnnica  adnata  was  of  a  pearl-white  colour, 
b  with  snfllcient  rapidity,  or  in  snfil-    without  the  slightest  suffusion.     We  have 
itqnantltv  to  produce  the  desired  effect,    subsultus,  therefore,  occurring  in  two  very 
Id  this  way  I  have  often  given  the  infusion    opposite  states  of  the  nervous  system ;  we 


af  ipeeaenasha— areme^of  veryconside-  have  it  accompanied  with  loss  of  sleep, 

iabMyaIne,andnotsuffiaentlyappredated  and  we  have  it  existing  in  that  condition 

\fj  OMist  aiodeni  practitioners.    I  may  also  of  the  svstem  where  the  patient  slumbers 

lemind  yon  that  vomiting,  and  all  the  long  and  heavily,  and  casmoX.  \i^  «sa>\>s 
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roased.    Hence  I  am  inclined  to  think  leeched  safflciently,  yon   may  then  hate 
that  the  cause  of  snhsnltns  resides  not  so  recourse    to    hlisters.      In    making  tUi 
much  in  the  nervous  centres  as  in  their  chang^e,  much  will  depend  nn  the  M^adtj 
extremities.    I  would  even  go  so  far  as  to  and  skill  of  the  practitioner ;  for  it  re- 
advance  the  proposition,  that  if  it  were  quires  no  ordinary  tact  to  hit  on  the  pro> 
possible  for  the  fever  to  go  on,  and  life  to  per  time  when  yon  shonld  gife  ap  leech- 
continue  after  the  removal  of  the  brain  ing  and  commence  with  bliaten. 
and  spinal  cord,  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  intrDdaeiag 
subsultus  would  continue.    I  am  almost  here  what  I  consider  to  be  an  inportnt 
confident  that  subsultus  tendinum  is  the  obsenration,  with  reference  to  thepalkiK 
result  of  some  derangement  of  the  nenrous  logy  and  treatment  of  ferer.    We  hadtf 
extremities.    I  have  shown  on  a  former  striking  instance  of  the  fact  on  which  1 
occasion,  when  lecturing  on  the  subject  of  am  about  to  offer  some  commenta,  in  the 
paralysis,  that  the  nervous  periphery  may  case  of  a  little  girl  who  died  lately  hen^ 
become  diseised  primarily,  and  without  in  a  very  remarkable  manner.  ImentioMi 
any  antecedent  affection  of  the  brain  or  in  a  former  lecture,  that  romiting  aad 
spinal  cord.      I  think  it  extremely  proba*  purging  in  the  commencement  of  fmrare, 
hie  that  in  fever  the  nervous  centres  are  genenuly  speaking,  indicatire  of  a  ceie- 
subject  to  certain  derangements  producing  oral  affection.    Every  fever  which  eoa- 
coma,    sleeplessness,    and  delirium,  but  mences  with  vomiting  anddiarrfaceaywhe- 
that  there  are  other  nervous  symptoms  ther  it  be  scarlatina,  or  measles,  or  typboi, 
which  are  to  be  referred  rather  to  a  de.  is  a  fever  of  a  threatening  aspect ;  and  la 
rangemcnt  of  the  nervous  extremities,  and  all  such  fevers  the  practitioner  shoold  bt 
among  the  latter  I  would  particularly  in-  constantly  on    the  watch,    and  pay  the 
elude  subsultus    tendinum,    a   symptom  most  unremitting  attention  to  the  state  of 
which  we  find  CO- existing  with  such  oppo-  the  brain.    There  is  mnch  differeneebe- 
site  conditions  of  the  nervous  centres.  tween  the  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  of  ns- 
But  to  return  to  the  case  to  which  I  tro-enteritis  and  this  cerebral  diarrbot 
first  alluded.     Never  blister  in  the  early  and  vomiting.    The  latter  sets  in  gene- 
stage  of.  fever,  until   you  have  applied  rally  at  a  verv  early  period  of  the  disease, 
leeches  in  suificient   quantity.      In  this  perhaps  on  tide  first  or  second  day,  and  is 
case,  it  is  true,  we  could  not  well  ascer-  seldom  accompanied  by  the  red  and  furred 
tain  what  the  period  of  the  fever  was ;  for  tongue,  the  bitter  taste  of  the  month,  the 
the  man  was  brought  in  in  a  state  of  deli-  burning  tbirnt,  and  the  epigastric  tender- 
rium,  and  there  was  nothing  known  re-  ness.  which  belong  to   gastro-enleric  is- 
spccting  his  previous  history.    Yet  yon  are  flammation.    There  is  also  another  somte 
ail  aware  that  a  great  deal  must  depend  on  of  diagnosis,  but  of  a  less  valuable  kind ; 
our  knowledge  of  the  period  of  the  fever,  and  this  is  founded  on  the  results  of  treat- 
and  the  medicines  which  have  been  em-  ment.    Gastro-enteric  vomiting  and  diar- 
ployed.    Had   we  been  acquainted  with  rhcea  are  relieved  by  leeching  the  bellj; 
these  circumstances,   it  is    probable    we  but  I  need  not  tell  you  that  Uiis  mode  of 
would  not  have  fallen  into  the  error  we  treatment  can  have  no  effect  on  the  vomit- 
committed.    What  I  wish  to  impress  on  ing  and  purging  produced  by  cerebral  dis- 
you,  is,  that  in  all  cases  of  maculated  ty-  ease.    There  is  also  another  source  of  di- 
phus,  you  should  be  careful  in  examining  agnosis  :  the  vomitingand  diarrhoea  which 
the  head  and  ascertaining  whether  there  results   from  gastro-enteric  inflammatieo 
are  any  evidences  of  cerebral  congestion  is  never  accompanied  by  such  copious  dii- 
prescnt.    If  there  is  headache,  strong  pul-  charges  of  bile  as  that  which  depends  on 
sation  of  the  carotids,  suffusion  of  the  eyes,  disease  of  the  brain.    In  diarrhoea  froai 
and  heat  of  the  face  and  scalp,  along  with  derangement  of  the  brain,  the  qoantitjr  of 
the  other  sig^s  of  functional  lesion  of  the  bile  passed  is  verv  remarkable ;  and  it  is 
brain   present,   you  should  always  have  equallv  curious,  that  when  vomiting  ful- 
recourse  to  leeching;  beginning  cautiously,  lows  derangement  of  the  cerebral  cirenla- 
and  continuing  their  application  as  long  tiun,  in  ordinary  cases,  and  without  fever, 
as    the  patient  will  bear  it  with  safety,  bile  is  thrown  up  in  very  large  qaantittea 
When  you   have   the  symptoms  alreacfy  This  is  frequently  observed  in  persons  who 
mentioned,  and  the  patient  is  in  the  early  become  sick  from  swinging,  or  sailing.  Ta 
stage  of  fever,  you  may  commence  by  ap-  such  instances,  a  larger  quantity  of  Mle  is 
plying  one  or  two  leeches  to  the  nostrils,  vomited  than  could  occur  from  mere  gss- 
or  six  or  eight  to  the  temples,  or  behind  trie  irritation.    Now  in  the  commence- 
the    ears,    repeating  them  two  or  three  mcnt  of  cerebral  disease,   where  conget- 
timcs  a  day,  accurdiiig  to  the  exigency  of  tion  or  inflammation  is  present,  one  of 
the  case.    The  best  way  of  using  leeches  is  the  first  symptoms  is  copious  vomiting, 
to  apply  them  in  small  numbers  every  six  and  purging  of  a  bilioos  cnaimcter.    This 
or  eight  hours,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  constant  is  very  often  the  case  in  scarlatina,  and 
dnuD  from  the   head.     After  you  have  there  are  few  cases  in  which  there  is  mors 


TREATMENT  OF  FEVER.  811 

danger  to  be  apprehended.    We  had  these  quently  meet  with  patients  who,  daring 
sjmptoms,  under  Ter^    unfaTourable  cir.  the  course   of  typhus,   will   be  attack- 
cumstances,  in  the  little  girl  to  whom  I  ed    with  this   bad    form    of    fever,   and 
bave  jnst  alluded.    From  the  imperfect  get  what  may  be  termed  scrofulous inflam* 
history  of  the  case  which  we  were  able  to  mation  of  the  brain,  which  carries  them  off 
obtain,  it  appeared  that  she  had  been  ill  in  five  or  six  days,  in  spite  of  all  your 
of  fever  for  fourteen  days  before  her  ad.  care.    Yon  are  aware  that  persons  who 
mission,  and  had  in  addition  a  severe  at-  are  much  in  the  habit  of  observing  dis- 
tack  of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.    She  eases  of  the  brain,  can  generally  distin- 
then  got  ioflamraation  of  the  stomach,  and  guish  between  scrofulous  inflammation  of 
finally  congestion  of  the  brain,  as  indicat-  the  brain  and  its  membranes  and  that  in- 
ed  by  the  cerebral  vomiting  and  purging,  flammation  which  occurs  in  persons  of 
We  employed  every  means  in  our  power  healthy  habit.     In  cases    of   the   latter 
to  check  these  symptoms,  but  without  sue*  description,  the  treatment,  if  commenoed 
cess ;  she  went  on  Arom  bad  to  worse,  and  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease,  is 
she  ultimately  sank  under  a  combination  simple  and  successfhl.    Appropriate  bleed- 
»f  affections,  which  you  will  frequently  ingandleeching,withtheuseof  calomel  and 
observe    in    many    forms   of  disease   as  James'spowder,  are  alroostal  ways  sufficient 
well  as  in  fever;  and  it  is  to  this  point  in  to  accomplish  a  cure.     When  once  yon 
particnlar  that  I  wish  to  direct  your  atten-  have  succeeded  in  touching  the  gums  with 
tion.    Yon  will  frequently  observe  that  mercury,  the  patient's  safety  is  tolerably 
a  certain  period  of  fever,  whether  it  be  in.  certain,  and  recovery  is  in  general  rapid ; 
flamnatory,  nervous,  bilious,  or  typhoid,  but  in  the  scrofulons  affection  of  the  brain, 
— and  venr  often  in  other  forms  of  disease,  although  you  may  have  fully  mercurialized 
whether  Spending  on  a  general  affection  your  patient,  you  will  too  often  discover 
of  the  system,  or  connected  with  inflam-  that  you  have  merely  retarded  the  pro- 
mation  of  important  organs,  when  the  pa*  gress  of  the  complaint  for  a  brief  period ; 
tient  has  been  going  on  pretty  well  for  it  returns  again,  and  carries  him  off  in 
some  time, — you  will  find  that  about  the  spite  of  all  vour  efforts.    In  the  scrofulous 
period  when  you  would  naturally  expect  hTdrocephalus,    a    much    greater    time 
that  the  fever  would  go  off,  and  conva*  elapses  from  the  appearance  of  coma  and 
lesceoce  begin,  a  new  form  of  fever  makes  strabismus  until  death  takes  place,  than 
its  appearance,  and  carries  off  the  patient  in  the  ordinary  forms  of  meningitis.   This 
in  spite  of  all  your  exertions.    To  this  fact  was  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the 
form  of  secondary  fever  I  would  give  the  little  girl  to  which  I  have  just  now  re* 
name  of  scrofulous,  becanse  it  jesembles  ferred  :  she  continued  to  live  on  for  a  long 
in  its  chief  features  the  intractable  form  of  time  after  the  appearance  of  symptoms 
fever  which  is  frequently  observed  in  per-  which  you  would  think  ought  to  terminaia 
sons  of  an  originally  scrofulous  habit,  or  fatally  in  a  few  hoars  after  they  had  be* 
who  have  become  fo  from  the  abase  of  eome  developed.    There  is  also,  a  gvsat 
■Mopcary  or  other  detnlitating  causes.  This  deal  of  irregularity  in  the  way  the  symp- 
is  a  form  of  fever  which  is  not  well  under-  toms  come  on  in  cases  of  scrofulous  in- 
stood,  and  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  flammation    of   the    brain.      Sometimes 
anthor  who  has  devoted  to  it  that  share  of  blindness  is  one  of  the  first  symptoms.    I 
attention  to  which,  from  its  great  import-  recollect    having    been  called,  with  Dr. 
ance,    it  has  such  decided  claims.      Its  Beatty,  to  see  a  very  fine  boy,  lining  in 
chief  characters  are,  that  the  patient,  dnr-  Merrion- Square,    and     was    very    much 
ing  its  existence,,  exhibits  a  strong  ten-  struck,  on  entering  the  drawing-room,  to 
dency  to  inflammatory  affections,  which  find  him  walking  about,  and  in  apparent 
bear  a  close  analogy  to  the  scrofulous,  good  health,  but  quite  blind.    Here  amau- 
both  in  their  intractable  character,  in  the  roeis  was  the  first  symptom.    This  was 
facility  with  which  they  pass  from  one  subsequently  succeeded  by  others,  and  he 
organ  to  toother,  and  in  their  fre<^uently  died  in  a  convubive  fit  about  a  fortnight 
unfavourable  termination.    A  patient  of  afterwards. 

this  description,  while  labouring  under        We  have  many  excellent  observations  on 

fever,  will  frequently  exhibit  a  very  re-  the  chronic  scrofulous  fever,  but  I  think 

narkable  succession  of  inflammatory  af-  that  there  is  no  author  who  has  described 

fectioos.      If,   daring  the  course  of  his  this  acute  form  with  the  precision  and  care 

fever,  be  gets  an  attack  of  gastro.«nteritis,  which  it  deserves.    It  is,  however,  a  very 

Toa  will  have  great  difficulty  in  managing  frequent  form  of  fever,  and  you  will  see 

It ;  and  no  sooner  is  this  overcome,  than  he  many  examples  of  it  among  the  chmnic 

is  seised  with  bronchitis  or  pneumonia;  patients    in    the    medical    and    surgical 

and  when,  by  g^reat  care  and  the  most  wards.     Yon  will  frequently  observe  per- 

skilfol  treatment,  you* bare  overcome  this  sons  who  are  labouring  under  acute  dis- 

also,  be  gets  scrofulous  inflammation  of  ease  from  accidents  or  other  ca\i8iei>^  Va> 

the  bimiDyand  di«i.    Now  yon  will  fre-  come  feverish  and  iUa^naX  a.  Xxok^^^va. 
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yoa  expected  a  remission  of  their  symp-  pain  is  agmTated  when  the  ykUtui  is 

toms,  or  eren  recovery ;  and,  without  any  neatcd  in  bed,  especially  at  nigfat ;  th» 

assignable  cause,  they  will  get  scrofulous  by  pressure  and  motion  ;    whence,  tai 

inflammation  of  some  other  part  or  organ,  from  the  swelling,  there  it  more  or  loi 

and  quickLv  fall  into  a  state  of  hopeless  rigidity  of  the  joint, 

and  incurable  disease.  Comiitutitmal  symptoms,  —  The  eonstiti- 

tional  symptoms  are  peculiar  and  mj 
■ — • remarkable.    The  pyrexia,  in  aetere  cise 

is  far  more  violent  tlian  corresponds  widi 

B  E  u  A  B  K  s  ^le  degree  of  local  inflammation^  and  tin 

o>  van  ^^  danaer,  provided  no  intemal  oigaa  k 

aflecteo. 

NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  The  pulse  is  from  90  to  110  or  190,  fsQ 

RHEUMATISM*.  »™i  bonnding-~not  hard<-not  tense,  tad 

incompressible,  as  yoo  aee  it  in  inflamai- 

Br  J.  Hope,  M.D.,F.R.S.  tion  of  serous  membranea  and  inflamoi- 

^__^  tory  fever;  but  oompreasible,  and  boaai- 

ing  like  the  pulse  of  a  healthy  penon  t^ 

In  speaking  formerly,  gentlemen,  of  the  oelerated  by  running ;  and  bj  tnis  bond 

*<  varieties  of  inflammation  according  to  and  its  speed,  it  indicatea  great  arterisi 

tissues/'   I  said  that  acute  rheumatism  action.    The  respiration  is  accelerated  in 

presented  the  most  striking  exemplifica-  proportion  to  the  rate  of  the  jpnlsc.    The 

tion  of  inflammation  of  the  fibrous  tissue,  tongue  is  singularly  white,  and  has  a  ptsn 

viz.  tendon,  ligament,  fascia,  aponeurosis,  surface,  yet  without  being  thicklv  famd. 

the  dura  mater,  and  pericardium  ^of  which  Bowels  confined ;  urine  scanty  and  high  eo. 

the  external  layers  are  fibrous),  tne  valves  loured,  early  depositing  a  copioos  hteti. 

of  the  heart  (which  contain  fibrous  tissue  tions  sediment    Skin  hot — hotter,  iaderi, 

between  the  reduplication  of  the  lining  than  in  most  other  inflammations;  bet 

membrane),perio6teum,neuriIema,andthe  what  is  very  remarkable,  and  I  bdierc 

sclerotic  coat,  and  cornea  of  the  eye.  unique,  it  usually  perspirea  freely — ollfi 

I  told  you  that  any  one  of  these  parts  profusely ;  and,  in  a  day  or  two,  the  per- 

might  be 'inflamed  inaifidually,  and  that  spiration  becomes  oflennvely  sour,  iotbst 

then  the  disease  was  not  called  rheumatism,  some  say  they  can   diagnosticate  acute 

but  inflammation  of  the  part.    But  if  there  rheumatism  by  the  note, 

be  a  general  tendency  throughout  the  whole  These  persbirations  I  regard  as  an  cisei- 

system  to  inflammation  of  the  fibrous  tis-  tial  wurt  and  peculiarity  of  the  disease; 

sues,  the    disease   is    then   denominated  for  they  commence  simultaneonsly  with  it, 

rheumatism.  and,  instead  of  relieving,- they  only  exhaait 

ForvM. — Rheumatism,  like  other  inflam-  the  patient    The  toUnnee  of  blood- Itttiu 

mations,  is,  1.  Acute;  2.  Chronic:  and  the  is  great;  that  is,  the  patient  bears  macii 

chronic  presents  two  varieties,  a.  Active,  i.e.  loss  of  blood  without  fainting.    Finallv, 

increased  local  action  and  heat,  mostly  the  blood  is,  in  general,  buflTed  and  caraed 

with,  but  sometimes  without,  constitutional  in  an  extraordinary  degree;  and  I  hate 

fever;  6.  Passive^  t.  e.  diminished  local  ac-  often  seen  this  continue,  though  the  patient 

tion,  with  coldness,  and  without  fever.    I  was  bled  to  the  last  ounce  that  oonl4 

shall  consider  each  of  these  forms  in  sue-  safely  be  drawn, 

cession.  Causes  of  the  ooeJ&t^.— 'The  awelliac  U 

occasioned  by  vascular  torgotetnee,  and  1>7 
I.  Acute  rheumatism,  vulgarly  called  serous  efiusion  into  the  fihrous  and  oello- 
rheumatic  fever.— Under  this  head  I  do  lar  tissue—that  is,  oedema ;  and  with  this 
notcompriserheumatism  of  the  periosteum,  you  will  sometimes  find  a  little  synovial 
the  neurilema,  and  the  eye — of  which,  efifusion  into  any  contirnons  synofial 
hereafter;  but  I  allude  to  rheumatism  of  membranes — namely,  of  sheaths  of  ten- 
tendon,  ligament,  fascia,  aponeurosis,  dura  dons,  bursse,  and  joints.  This  yoa  wonM 
mater,  and  the  pericardium  and  valves  of  naturally  expect,  as  the  inflamaiatioo  is 
the  heart  propap;ated  from  the  fit'>>as  tistoe  to  the 
Local  iifmptomt. — The  parts  usually  at.  synovial  membranes  by  contig^nity  of  tissse, 
tacked  are  the  three  great  joints  of  each  according  to  the  well-known  principle  of 
extremity ;  more  rarely  the  small  joints.  Bichat.  The  swelling  from  tboH  causes 
There  is  heat,  pain  of  an  obtuse  yet  severe  is  inconsiderable.  This  it  the  kind 
kind,  and,  in  most,  but  not  all,  there  is  of  swelling  in  the  great  majority ;  my  im- 
redness  and  swelling:  in  short,  there  are  the  pression  would  lead  me  to  say  in  19-SOths. 
four  local  signs  of   inflammation.    The  -     In  the  remaining  l-dOth  there  is  little  or 

— no  serous  efiusion  into  the  fibrous  and 

•  BelDg  au  afMtract  or  a  lecture  delivered  re-  cellular  tissue,  but  a  Very  coploQS  synovial 

ccnily  at  tbe  Aider^te  School  of  Medicine.  efl'uslon.     This  fact   was,   I  beUeve,  first 
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noticed  and  taught,  in  his  lectnres,  and  in  to  find  sappuration  in  the  acute  stage.    Of 

the  wards  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  by  this,  however,  I  have  never  myself  met 

Dr.    Chambers ;  and    he    made    it    the  with  an  instance,  though  I  have  seen  no 

ground  of  a    practical    distinction  into  small  number  of  cases ;  nor  have  I  been 

^'jSfrrottf*' and  "  I vnovtoi*' rheumatism.  able  to  find  a  case  on  record  which  did 

In  **Jibrous,**  the  swelling  is  diffuse,  pits  not  seem  to  admit  of  a  double  explana* 

on  pressure,  and  is  inconsiderable  in  de-  tion.    On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  thuik  we 

gvee;  and  this  variety  alone  is  attended  may  conclude  that  rheumatism  has  the 

with  the  violent  constitutional  fever,  such  peculiarity  of  not  tending  to  suppuration; 

as  I  have  described  it  and  that  when  it  occurs,  it  is  an  exception 

In  "  iynoviatt"  the  swelling  takes  the  to  the  general  rule.  Mortification  is  stiU 
form  of  the  particular  synovial  membrane  rarer  than  suppuration.  , 
Rllected:  it  is  elastic  and  fluctuates,  and  Migration  rf acute  rheumatitm,^~Mign\ion 
may  enlarge  the  joint  even  to  double  or  is  another  striking  peculiarity  of  acute 
triple  its  natural  size.  Dr.  Chambers  rheumatism.  In  general,  two,  three,  or 
remarked  that  the  fever  was  not  of  the  more  joints,  are  primarily  aflected:  then  it 
violent  kind  which  attends  fibrous  rheu-  leaves  some  of  these,  and  attacks  others, 
matism,  but  a  much  milder  degpnee.  I  or  other  parts  ;  and  occasionally  it  re- 
hare  noticed,  that  though  the  fever  is  oc-  visits  the  joints  originally  afiecteo.  The 
cmsionall  V  smart  at  the  onset,  it  subsides  as  joint  which  it  leaves  is  promptly  eased  of 
iooD  as  the  effusion  becomes  considerable,  pain,  but  not  necessarily  so  of  the  swell- 
— that  is,  within  three  or  four  days  ;  a  cir-  ing ;  for  if  the  cedema  is  considerable,  a 
cnmstance  attributable,  I  presume,  to  day  or  two  may  be  necessary  for  its  ab- 
the  effusion  relieving  tJie  inflammation,  sorption. 

which  is  nature's  own  mode  of  affording  By  far  the  most  important  of  its  migra- 

relief.    AAer  the  effusion  has  taken  place,  tions  is  to  the  fibrous  tissue  of  the  peri- 

the  complaint  assumes  a  more  chronic  cardium  and  valves  of  the  heart    That  to 

form,  with  little  symptomatic  fever;    is  the  dura  mater  Is  comparatively  less  im- 

removed  more  slowly  than  fibrous  rheu-  portant,  t>ecause  very  rare :    I  have  never 

matism,  and  is  more  benefited  by  local  seen  an  instance:   whereas  migration  to 

treatment :    in  short,   it   becomes    more  the  heart  is  exceedingly  common.    It  oc- 

strictly  a  local  ooinplaint — more  a  mere  curs  in  perhaps  one-half,  if  not  connter- 

effosion  into  the  joint    The  knee  is,  be-  acted  by  suitable  treatment     Thus  M. 

yond  comparison,  the  most  frequent  seat  Bouillaud  rates  it  at  half,  including  the 

of  synovial  rheumatism,  but  any  other  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  valves,  which 

joint  maj^  be  affected;  and  the  small  joints  he  says  with  truth  is  almost  invariably 

are,  according  to  my  observation,  more  overlooked  by  non-auscultators. 

dbnoxious  to  tills  than  to  the  fibrous  va-  If,  then,  you  consider  that,  independent 

riety.     The  lower  classes,  indeed,  know  it  of  the  immediate  danger  of  pericarditis  and 

practically  under  the' name  of  rheumatic  endocarditis,  an  adhesion  of  the  pericar- 

(onty  though  there  be  no  gout  in  the  case,  dium,  or  a  disease  of  a  valve,  so  frequently 

Rheumaitsm  rarely  tuppurate$,^A  pecu-  entailed  by  these  diseases,  necessarily 
liarity  of  rheumatic  inflammation  is,  that  cripples  a  man  for  life,  and  often  con- 
it  scarcely  ever  ends  in  suppuration — some  tracts  his  existence  within  the  span  of  a 
mjf  never ;  and  that  when  suppuration  few  ^ears,  you  at  once  see  that  acute  rheu- 
does  occur,  it  arises  from  some  other  in-  matism,  formerly  considered  harmless  to 
flammation,  either  accidentally  present  or  life,  is  really  a  disease  of  the  first  magni- 
excited  by  the  rheumatism.  Thus  Bouil-  tude  and  importance,  and  always  to  be  re- 
land  relates  two  cases  of  what  he  considers  garded  with  anxiety. 
to  be  acute  rheumatism,  terminating  in  Metattam.-~^The  'migration  of  rhenma- 
BQppnration;  but  in  both,  phlebitis  at-  tism  to  the  heart  or  head  used  to  be 
tenoed  the  rheumatism,  and  was  pretty  odled  and  considered  **  metastasis," — that 
evidently  the  cause  of  the  purulent  effu-  is,  a  change  of  seat,— a  total  desertion  of 
sion  amongst  the  muscles  and  tendons,  the  external  parts,  and  a  concentration  of 
Dr.  Madeod  also  mentions  two  cases  of  the  disease  on  the  internal  organ.  But 
ramlent  effusion  into  the  synovial  mem-  this  idea  is  erroneous,  and,  I  trust,  be. 
brsnes  (Med.  Gaz.  vol.  xvii.  p.  666);  but,  coming  obsolete;  for  I  have  oiteu  seen  the 
Ib  both,  the  disease  had  become ''persistent"  heart  attacked  while  the  disease  was  in 
in  the  joints  affected — the  hip  and  shoulder  its  full  intensity  in  the  limbs, — ^n^,  I 
In  one.  and  the  hip  in  the  other.  Here,  have  even  seen  the  heart  attacked  first ! 
then,  the  rheumatism  may  have  degenerat-  The  disease,  therefore,  merely  extends  or 
sd  into  mere  chronic  inflammation,  whidi,  migrates  to  the  internal  fibrous  tissue, 
of  eonrse,  may  suppurate.  The  strength  just  as  it  does  from  joint  to  joint,  by  what 
nf  the  whole  argument  turns  principilly  Bichat  calls  the  affinity  of  tissue. 
BB  this  point — that  if  rheumanc,  did  not  Rhgumatitm  a  speeijie  inflammatimu — Rheu- 
lifcr  firom common  inflammation,we  ought  matism  has  long  lM«a  c«u2l<&jbi»\  %.  ^^  ^^^ 
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eijic**  inflammatlon.^by  which  I  mean,  The  most  commcm  period  of  iU  prcvilaMt 
one  nut  presenting  the  nsual  phenomena,  is  from  set.  8  to  35,  daring  whieh  it  ii| 
nor  running  the  usaal  course  of  common  tieyond  comparison,  the  most  fiemmt 
inflammation.  John  Hunter  was  of  this  cause  of  peri-  and  endo.cardids.  I  htie 
opinion.  It  has  of  late,  however,  been  ascertained  this  almost  namericallj  in  t 
questioned  with  ability;  yet  I  confess  I  great  number  of  cases, 
adhere  to  the  old  opinion,  and  on  the  fol-  Modes  op  Treatmbnt.  —  The  treat- 
lowing  grounds: —  ment  of  acute  rheumatism  baa  been-^nT, 

1.  The  migration  to  all  parts  of  the  in— Tcry  unsettled.  There  is  the  bleediag 
fibrous  tissue  is  unique.  You  nee  it  not  and  purging  plan ;  the  forced  twcatiit 
in  inflammation  of  any  other  tissue,  nor  plan ;  the  stimulant  plan — that  i«,  with 
even  in  common  inflammation  of  the  Wk,  guaiacum,  &c. ;  the  colchicnm  plao; 
fibrous  tissue.  the  calomel  and  opium  plan;  and  thai 

2.  The  very  slight  tendency  to  suppn-  variously  combined.  The  importaaee  sf 
ration,  ulceration,  and  adhesion,  is  pecu-  this  disease,  es|>ecially  with  rdeicaet  H 
liar;  for  all  these  pmcesses  are  common  inflammation  of  the  Heart,  bM  led  me  It 
in  ordinary  inflammation  of  fibrous  tis-  pay  much  attention  to  ita  tnatmcnt  kg 
sues,  as  from  injuries,  &c.  the  last  eight  or  ten  jtmn;  and  I  hats 

3    The  perspirations  are  nniqne ;   even  made  brief  notes  of  between  two  and  thrat 

the  whiteness  of  the  tongue  is  singular.  hundred  cases,  and  observed  many  mora 

4.  The  excessive  bufling  and  cupping  of  My  object  was  to  curtail,  if  possible^  tht 
the  blood,  sometimes  even  after  the  utmost  exhausting  six  weeks'  treatment  of  tihie  oU 
possible  venesection,  is  extraordinary,  and  school,  and  to  ascertain  what  mode  wobM 
seems  to  indicate  something  pecufiar  in  best  obviate  that  truly  formidable  compli- 
the  constitution  of  the  blood.  cation,  inflammation  of  the  heart    As  my 

5.  ExpericDce  shows  that  this  disease  is  opinion  is  now  pretty  decidedW  formed,  I 
less  certainly  and  uniformly  relieved  by  shall  offer  you  the  results  oi  my  cxpe* 
antiphlogistic  treatment  than  other  in-  rience. 

flammations.  1.  The  bleeding  and  purgin/[^  or  pare  cafi- 

All  these  circumstances  evince,  I  think,  phiogiuie  plan, — From  ten  to  twenty  yean 

s«>mething  peculiar  —  "  specific"  —  in  the  ago,  this  and  the  diaphoretic  plan  were  in 

system,  or,  if  you  please,  in  the  vital  con.  full  vogue,  especially  in  Scotland;  and  I 

stitution  of  the  blood,  which,  I  believe,  is  saw  them  carried  to  their  maximom  In  tbt 

M.  Andral's  opinion.  Edinburgh  Infirmary,  during  a  residence 

I  have  dwelt  a  little  on  this  subject,  not  of  two  years  in  that  institution.    Now 

fW>m  the  love  of  idle  speculation,  but  be-  many  cases,  I  admit,  were  promptly  and 

cause,  if  the  inflammation  be  specific,  we  eflectually   cured  —  even   annihilated  at 

are  not  rigidly  bound  in  the  treatment  by  once,  by  the  antiphlogistic  plan ;  but,  in 

the  ordinary  principles  of  inflammation,  if  many  others,  active  bleeding  was  carried 

we  find  them  less  than  usually  successful ;  to  the  very  last  ounce  that  could  be  drawn ; 

but  are  justified  in  circumspect  deviations,  yet  the  enemy  clung  to  the  joints  with  a 

approved  by  experience.  chronic  grasp,  and  proceeded  triumphant 

,_.    ^               _                           _,  in  bis  crippling  career.     Add  the  pale 

II.  CoRONic  Rheitmatism.— This,  I  emaciated  frame,  and  the  slow  convales- 

said,  may  be  "  acUvc"  or  «  passive."  cence,  sometimes  of  two  or  three  months* 

The  symptoms  of  active  chronic  rheu-  duraUon,  and  too  often,  I  fear,  the  perms- 

matism  are  much  the  same  in  quality  as  neutly  shattered  constitution ;  add,  above 

those  of  acute,  but  less  in  degree.   Though  all,  inflammation  of  the  heart   not  pie- 

the  disease  has  lasted  many  months,  you  vented :  nay,  it  is  a  trite  remark,  and  by 

may  still  find  the  parts,  from  time  to  time,  none   made  more  strongly  than   by  Dr. 

more  or  less  painful,  hot,  swollen,  and  Alison,  "  that  large  and  repeated  bleed- 

even  red,  and  the  pain  aggravated  by  heat,  jngs  in  the  beginning  of  rheumatism,  he  is 

There  may  also  be  a  moderate  degree  of  convinced,  increau  the  risk  of  this  metas. 

symptomatic  fever,  the  pulse  ranging  from  tasis.'"    Dr.  Macleod  has,  however,  inge- 

80  to  90.      Sometimes,  however,  there  is  niously  and  fairly  met  this  argumentTW 

no  symptomatic  fever,  the  activity  being  saying,  that  it  is  only  in  the  worat  casei^ 

strictlpr  local.    You  will  seldom  find  per-  and  consequently  those  in  which  migration 

spirations,  as  they  cease  after  the  few  first  to  the  heart  is  most  Uktly  to  occur,  that 

^™"'    ,        .    -                  .  v     t     ,  copious  bleeding  has  been  employed.   Still 

This  chronic  form  may  either  be  the  se-  the  fact  remains,  that  inflammation  of  the 

quel  of  the  acute,  or  be  primitively  chro-  heart  is  not  prevented,  and  prevention  is  the 

nic;  and  I  have  often  noticed  repeated  great  desideratum 

chronic  recurrences  in  those  who  had  once  The  forced  swealuig  p/un.-Dr.  Gregorr, 

had  acute.  •  •  •  -^ ^       **  *^  "    •'' 

ilge.— I  have  not  found  acute  rheuma-  «  r-.-Mn-^u «r m^i«i«^    niT~^ZM.a   r^ll 

U.mwryfrequcntb«fore«,t.6,«ndafter60.  JlrJm^!"'"*^'^'  B'*»-»'»««^.'^ 
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the  great  advocate  of  this  plan,  premised  particalarly  to  call  your  attention ;  and, 
Tenesection  and  purging  till  the  pulse  was  leaving  the  merit  to  him,  I  shall  give  you 
lowered  to  100;  but  "with  these  appliances  my  own  experience  of  it  during  the  last 
and  means  to  boot,''  I  have  seen  patients  six  years,  in  about  200  cases  of  acute  or 
atewedand  parboiled  (if  you  will  excuse  a  active  chronic  rheumatism, 
colinary  trope)  for  four,  six,  or  eight  weeks,  1.  Acute. — After  a  full  venesection,  or 
and  gain  —  what  ?  —  a  wan  attenuated  even  two,  in  the  robust,  but  without  bleed- 
frame,  chronic  pains,  and  a  confirmed  ing  in  the  feeble  and  delicate,  I  g^ive  every 
susceptibility  of  rheumatic  attacks  on  the  night  gr.  vij.  to  x.  of  calomel  with  jss.  to  ij. 
slightest  variations  of  temperature.  This  of  opium,  according  to  the  age,  and  the 
plui  is  now,  I  think,  almost  universally  severity  of  the  case;  and  every  morning  a 
mbandoned,— by  those  at  least  who  keep  foil  haust  sennas,  to  act  four  or  five 
pace  with  modern  science.  times  at  least.  In  addition  I  generally 
T%e  aimulant  p/un.— It  was  principally  give  the  following  draught,  thrice  a  day, 
Morton.  Fothergill,  and  Haygarth,  who  as  it  has  appeared  to  me  to  expedite  the 

rkve  bark  from  the  first,  or  nearly  so;  and  cure—partly,  perhaps,  by  the  additionid 

have  see.n  others  give  guaiacnm  (a  stimu-  opiate,  and  partly  by  the  sedative  effect  of 

lant  and  diaphoretic)  in  the  same  way.  the  colchicum. 

I  have  not  myself  tried  these  remedies,  r  Vini  colch.  ITlxv.    ad    xx. ;    Pulv. 

because  I  never  think  myself  justified  in  Dovcri,gr.  v.;  M.  salin.  3x. ;  Syrupi, 

employinff  remedies  distinctly  opposed  to  3;.  m. 

reason  when  I  know  of  others  equally  '        .         .1,. 

efficacious  which  are  consistent  with  reason;  ^W"/"^.™  P**?  *°d  swelhng  are  grcaUy 

bnt  I  have  looked  on  the  treatment  of  ahated,  if  not  almost  gone,  (which  often 

others;  and  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  happens    within    two    days,  and  almost 

Uiat  the  patient  has  recovered  in  spite  of  always  within  four,)  I  omit  the  calomel ; 

the  remedy,  and  in  virtue  of  the  bleeding,  o""  "  the  gums  become  in  the  slightest 

purging,  calomel,  or  low  diet,  which  was  decree  tender,  I  omit  it  even  earlier.    The 

simultaneously  employed,  and  to  which  in  opium  I  continue  to  the  extent  of  gr.  j.  or 

some  cases  the  practitioner  was  compelled  J"*-  *t  bed- time;  and  in  severe  cases  I  add 

to  resort  at  an  advanced  period  of  the  •  8^"^°  *t  "oo° »  ^^^  without  an  anodyne 

treatment.    Bark,  however,  is  good  in  a  ^«  pains  are  apt  to  recur.    I  also  continue 

weakly  convalescence,  just  as  after  any  "*®    colchicum    draught  and  the  haust. 

other  inflammation.  senn«,  as  before. 

tkt  eokhieum   plan.  —  Colchicum  is  a  ^o  local  treattaent  is  necessary  beyond 

powerful  remedy,  and,  with  antiphlogistic  'f*'^™  P""  cold  application,  according  as 

tfeatment,  often  succeeds  weU.  Those  who  the  patient  finds  them  agreeable. 

are  most  partial  to  it  generally  consider  ^^}}^  paUent  is  not  well  in  a  week  I 

that  its  most  striking  effects  are  produced  consider  it  a  case  of  exception ;  and  the 

when  it  purges ;  and  to  promote  this  they  exceptions  are  generally  in  those  who  are 

often  conjoin  with  each  dose  magnes.  carb.  subject  to  rheumatism,  and  who  therefore 

aj.  or  some  other  neutral  salt.    It  is  apt,  wua»y  nave  it  m  a  more  obstinate  chronic 

however,  in  full  doses  of  Sss.  to  3j.  or  ij.  to  '"™!*      ,                  *  1..      .                   , 

produce  an  intractable  dysenteric  diarrhoea,  The  advantages  of  this  plan  are,  1,  that 

which  upsets  all  your  plans.    I  have  so  ?  patient  is  generally  sound,  well,  and  fit 

often  been  foUed  by  this  circumstance,  for  work  m  a  week  or  ten  days  after  the 

that  I  now  use  colchicum  only  as  an  P*'"/  ^^^  ceased ;  2,  that  the  gums  are 

auxUiary,  in  small  doses  of  TTlxv.  to  xx.  rarely  affected,  especially  if  you  previously 

flr«qnently  repeated.    In  this  way  I  use  it  ascertain  that  the  patient  has  not  a  morbid 

ni^.  susceptibilityof  mercury;  3,  that  It  IS  rare 

Caiam^   and   opium    plan.  —  This   was  toseeinflammaUonof  the  heart  if  the  treat- 

introduced    for   acute    inflammation    in  mentis  early  begun  (I  think  that  one  case 

general,    and    for    acute  rheumatism  in  m  a  dozen  would  be  the  maximum  in  my 

«arUcular,   by   Dr.   Hamilton   of   Lyme  practice) ;  4,  if  the  slightest  symptom  of 

Begii,  fifty  years  ago».    He  bled  once  or  «»do.  or  pen-carditisAif.  supervene,  a  few 

twice,  and  touched  the  salivary  glands  c**™  ^o*®'  of  calomel  and  opium,  as  gr.  y. 

with  mercuiy,  with  briUiant  success.    But  c.  op.  gr.j.  every  four  or  six  hours,  will 

then  is  an  objection  to  unnecessary  sali-  generally  affect  the  constitution  in  twenty 

▼atlon.    A  modification  of  this  plan,  by  <>'^  ^V^y  *>o""'  ul'*^*''  "^'^^  ^'^**.  **''  l^^T 

which    ptyalism  is  avoided,  I  first  saw  cuppings  or  leechlngs  on  the  region  of  the 

anployed  by  Dr.  Chambers,  at  St.  George's  ^^'\  ^"]P''^  J*^*^*  P^f  ce«  the  patient  in 

Hospital.   It  is  to  this  pUn  that  I  wish  *  ff*^  f  ^^^^y-  ,  J  ^'^\^  n^fcj  l^^t  a 

patient  by  rheumatic  pencarditis  since  I 

'"  employed  this  plan ;  and  I  have  been  told 

•  In  1788.   Set  |fed.  Commtntaries.  by  other  hospital  practitioners  that  they 
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haTC  been  equally  successfal  by  the  um  of  CHARACTER  OF  THE  PREVAIL- 

^  aTcAW  ^a^r"—  Here   calomel   and  '^^  INFLUENZA, 

opium  may  be  given  in  smaller  doses,  as  .- — 

calomel,  gr.  v.  and  opium,  gr.  j.  every  -»     .     _,..         ^ 

night ;  but  they  require  to  be  continud  ^»  '*«  Editor  of  the  Medtcml  GmxHU, 

for  a  longer  time,  as  five  or  six  nights.  gim 

Take    care,   however,   to   stop   short  of  „           '           , .                 ,     .  •   .         , 

ptyalism,    especially    in    the  scrofulous.  Having  perused  in  jour  vtluablcjoimiil 

Local  treatment,  too,  is  more  bene6cial  jf  VJ®  f""  ***^  ^°®  letter  of  Mr.  Hemy 

than  in  the  acute  form :  viz.  bleed  locally  Bullock,  on  the  Nature  aiid  Treatneit 

rather  than  generally,  and  ultimately  em-  of  Influenza,  wherein  he  ascribes  tk 

ploy  blisters,  liniments,  &c.  former   to    specifle   conta^on*   yamai 

trials  of  modificatioM, — I  have  tested  this  me,    through    the    same    medinmy  tt 

plan  by  successively  omitting  the  venesec-  dissent  from  him,  basing  mj  objectifa 

tion.  the  purging,  the  calomel,  and  the  on  the  immediate  percuraory  atmomberie 

opium ;  and  with  each  omission  I  have  change.     I  am  aware  at  the  samTte 

found  the  recovery  less  expeditious  and  that  there  are  very  Ugb,  though  usC 

certain.    I  cannot  doubt  that  the  opium  „„,i^  •  li^  ^  *•     -i  JT*   '•  *■""■«"  T^ 

contributes   importanUy    to   the  cure,-  ""^f  n^^ble  autbonti«i  against  me,  m. 

perhaps  by  allaying  the  pain,  and  thus  pu»en,  who  designates  it  in  bu  Noss- 

diminishing  the  irritative  feter  dependent  ^'^ffJ  ^"d  First  Lines,  Caiarrkus  eoata- 

on  it;  or,  possibly,  by  modifying  the  vital  ff\onis  ;  and  Dr.  Gregorj,  in  following 

state  of  the  blood :  but  this  is  yet  hypo,  nim,  admits  there  are  man/  oppoucBls 

thetical.    I  have,  however,  assured  myself  to  such  an  opinion, 

of  the  fact,  that  opiates  and  purging  alone  Here,  at  the  latter  end  of  Deoemkr 

will  cure  many  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  and  beginning  of  January  the  cold  wis 


I 


couiam.  as  3j.  or  more  dally;  and  my  J^^Vh'  *^"   r^V"  JIf  i?"''^"  ^^  ^J 

friend  Dr.    Lombard,   physicfan    to  thi  "^R*^  ^»^»  followed  by  strong  westeily 

hospital  of  Geneva,  states  that  he  has  had  STaies,  and  much    rain.      Quick  npN 

remarkable   success  with  the  spirituous  *"".  change  the  list  of  my  dispensaiT 

extract  of  aconite,  in  doses  of  gr.  ss.  patients  increased  during  the  last  weoL 

gradually  increased  to  two  or  even  three  of  December  to  13  more  uian  ordinarilv, 

grains,  every  two  bonis.  45  in  the  whole  of  January,  and  40  m 

TVeofmmt  of  jynootairAfliiiuitffm.— Calomel  this  fortnight  of  February,  all  of  which 

and  opium  produce  less  striking  effects  on  were  catarrhal  cases.      I  could  not  help 

purely  synovial  rheumatism,  because  the  noticing  at  that  time  the  prevalence  oft 

its  absorpUon.     Yet  l'  am  satisfied  that  *"  general.    ^  .      .     .    „      ,  ^         ^ 
mercury  does  expedite  absorption  in  this        ""®  P*^  **  ""^  be  inclined  to  ascribe 

as   in    any  other  effusion.     Colchicum,  *^   universally    undiscnnunaUng    an 

however,  has  the  repuUtion  of  producing  enect  to  contagion,  but  is  not  the  rapid 

its  best  .effects  in  synovial  rheumatism.    I  and  extensive  atmospheric  mutation  pre- 

have  oA  looked  ^r  « heroic"  effects,  in  ceding  the  disease  most  apparently  the 

vain;  and  I  suspect  that  they  are  rather  true  origin.    Have  we  not  m  that  change 

over- rated:    yet  it   is   a   good    remedy,  the  cause?  and  can  we  find  any  con- 

Wheiher  you  use  calomel  and  opium,  or  tending  difiiculty  against  designattng 

colchicum,  or  ^th,  for  synovial  rheuma-  this  sequent  epidemic  as  the  effect? 
tism,  you  will  find  that  local  apnliostions        gince  it  is  admitted  that  a  partiir 

are  more  necessary  and  wrviceable  than  in  g^^den    atmospheric    change    pr^ocei 

fibrous  rheumatism,  VIZ.  leeches, c.cmenta,  i,„„:,^  ^«x f  ...    vuaiii^c    pruuuvo 

cold  lotions,  hot  fomentations,  and  poul-  ^^^^  catarrh,  it  is  but  reasonable  we 

tices;  and  later,  blisters,  stimulant  lini-  *"^"*<'  conclude  that  a  more  poweifal, 

ments,  and  plasters,  &c.      Leeches  and  "1°!^ .  su^^^cn* .  ^^    more    iuimitaUe 

blisters  should  never  be  placed  immediately  ▼icissitude,  conjoined  with  concomitant 

upon  a  superficial  joint — I  have  seen  them  bumidity  of  the  weather,   will  be  aa 

create  ulcers  which  penetrated  the  joint  efficient  cause  for  the  origination  of  oar 

and  proved  fatal.  •  •  present    prevailing   epidemic,    without 

searching  for  the  additional  aid  of  specifie 

contagion.  Perhaps  Mr.  B.  can  explain 
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ch  manner  this  contagion  propa-  commend)  decidedly  injnrions,  and  pro- 

(fhether  bj  visitorial  intercourse —  tracti?e  of  recovery,  by  exhausting  the 

osure  to  the  local  sphere  of  the  am-  constitutional  powers.      I  ha?e  mucK 

oisou — or  by  the  universal  exten-  pleasure   in  bearing  testimony   to  the 

undefined,8ubtile,  atomic  particles  justice  of  Mr.  B.'s  denunciation  of  the 

contagious    something    floating  full  depletory  plan  in  London ;  but  here 

air.      If  the  latter,   we  are  far  in  the  country,  even  when  the  symptoms 

ikely  to  have  influenza   raging  only  similate  inflammatory  action,  one 

the  aestival  than  the  bruthal  pe-  general  bleeding,  or  repeated  if  requi- 

the  year;  in  the  former  season  con-  site,  is  had  recourse  to;  and  when  the 

ists    could    avail    themselves   of  local  pain  in  the  forehead  or  temples  is 

collateral  acquisition  in  support  acute,  or  a  feeling  of  heaviness  and  ^id- 

r  peculiar  opinion.    Were  we  to  diness  in  the  head,  the  topical  applica- 

by  analogy  respecting  the  con-  tion  of  leeches  has  been  attended  with 
sness  of  this  disease,  'we  might  the  happiest  effect, 
laturally  expected  to  receive  the  Why  there  should  be  such  a  dispa- 
by  respiring  the  morbific  atmo-  rityin  treating  the  same  disease  in  town 
^  by  actual  contact  or  cuticular  and  country,  may  be  very  easily  ex- 
lion,  as  in  rubeola,  scarlatina,  ty-  plained,  by  considering  that  the  sta- 
ind  others.  mina  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
snding  this  analogy  a  little  fur-  metropolitans  are  not  so  vi^rous  as 
e  might  reasonably  anticipate  the  those  m  the  country.  This  is  one,  and, 
[  secretion  of  the  mucous  mem-  I  think,  a  cogent  reason,  why  Dr.  Arm- 
jf  the  nose  possessing  the  capa-  strong  changed  the  opinions  h.e  promul- 
y  inosculation,  of  superinducmg  gated  in  his  works  on  Fevers  soon  after 
ar  disease,  as  the  eudermic  ab-  he  practised  in  London ;  for  it  is  gene- 
n  of  a  like  morbid  mucous  secre-  rally  known  that  he  recanted  his  pub- 
tnluces  glanders  in  horses ;  and  lished  theory,  and  altered  his  practice, 
as  canine  saliva  the  hydrophobia.  The  adoption  of  his  views  proved  very 
facts  establish  an  axiom,  that  uniformly  successful  with  me,  where 
ious  diseases  exciting  morbific  one  of  the  largest  country  practices 
TUB  are  capable  of  generating  offered  me  the  ample  means  ofputting 
dnd ;  but  this  epidemic  has  not  Dr.  Armstrong's  practice  to  the  test  of 
power.  experience ;  and  no  doubt  Mr.  B.  will 
ibing  catarrhus  communis  to  cold  feel  the  truth  of  my  assertion,  on  leam- 
angc  of  weather,  yet  denying  it  ing  it  was  the  seat  of  his  first  pupilage, 
urrhus  epidemicus,  seems  to  me  1  have  also  had  considerable  experience, 
ig  a  warped  judgment.  Does  during  two  years  of  hospital  study  in 
iry  person  know  that  he  risks  a  London,  around  Mr.  B.'s  immediate 
»n  cold  by  rushing  from  a  caloric  neighbourhood,  among  the  lowest  of 
«tare  of  about  IK)**,  in  crowded  thelow— poorest  of  the  poor— a  genuine 
;s  and  overheated  rooms,  to  a  fri-  colony  of  gin-tipplers, 
one  of  about  40^,  in  the  external        Impressed  with  a  firm  conviction  of 

the  excellence  of  Dr.  Armstrong's  prac- 
n,  if  each  individual  Is  liable  to  tice,  I  carried  it  into  operation  among 
I  from  so  partial  a  cause,  is  it  not  those  individuals;    but  I  quickly  found 
ant  with  common  observation  to  my  error,  for  the  result  of  my  treatment 
,  in  the  populace  at  large,  the  was  the    distressing  collapse  and  pro- 
rated symptoms  of  a  similar  dis-  tracted  recovery  of  those  in  whose  cases 
when    the    cause     of    it    only  bleeding  was  fully  resorted  to,  though ' 
in  its  universality  ?  the  extent  of  such  depletions  was  not 
f  to  the  treatment.     Both  Cullen  carried   so  far  there  as  I  had  priorly 
regory  describe  the  influenza  as  done  in  the  country,  with  decided  bene- 
flammatory  disease,    that   being  fit,  in  similar  acute  inflammatory  dis- 
ned  by  them  the  characteristic  eases.     I  also  discovered  that  my  town 
nnary  difference  between  it  and  patients  could  not  endure  the  powerful 
tarrfaus  benignus :  hence,  as  Mr.  effects  of  my  country  doses  of  purga- 
tk  adopts  their  nosological  views,  tivcs,   were  salivatecf  quicker,  and  t>y  > 
g^t  have  been  led  to  expect  bis  lesser  doses  than  I  had  been  in  the  h&b\t 
ent  in  accordance.     On  the  con-  of   prescribing.     Sunpn^e^   «lX.  ^Xu^^  A. 
be  finds  bleeding  (which  they  re-  mentioned  it  to  my  (neu^  ^t.  CV&tVe^ 
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the  then  surgeon  for  the  parish  of  St.  produced  on  the  action  of  the  heart; 
OlaFe,  and  now  for  the  Union;  he  ex-  and  did  my  attendance  happen  to  he  re- 
plained,  and  to  convince  me  the  more,  quired  when  the  second  sUge  had  wpf^- 
he,  ill  the  next  cases,  commenced  a  vened,  then  again  I  hied  to  diMinbh 
milder  plan,  viz.  less  depletion,  and  the  high  and  general  eawiteacnt:  af 
when  repetition  wis  required,  careful  course  the  stomach  and  bowela  were  al» 
not  to  abstract  indiscriminate! j  :  the  promptly  attended  to,  aacceedcd  bj  the 
medicinal  auxiliaries  were  the  same,  but  use  of  antiraonial  and  saline  adiavaMs. 
diminished  in  the  dose.  These  in-  Such  has  been  mj  practice,  and  I  iat. 
stances,  thus  treated  under  Mr.  Clarke's  ter  myself  with  its  aniforas  aocceas,  not 
suneillance,  to  my  infinite  sur|>rise  and  having  bad  one  death  in  near  oae  hoa- 

Sleasure,    raiiidly  recovered   without  a  dred  patienu. 
ecimal  portion  of  comparative  debility.        Should  this  letter  be  deemed  ^^^J 

I  h'ave  intruded  these  observations  to  of  space  in  four  valuable  periodical, 

corroborate   the    aptitude  of  Mr.   B.'s  ite  insertion  will  obli|(e 
treatment  for  citizens,  and  to  mark  more  Your  humble  servant, 

widely  their  inaptitude  for  country  adop-  W.  W.  MoBOav. 

tion.     T  felt  this  the   more   necessary       BiirjDl«peBMr7,Fcb.]6,  IM7. 

aince  your  extensive  publication  may  .. ... 

induce  junior  country  nractitioners  to  ABSCESS  OF  THE  LIVEIL 

follow  those  measures  which   I   hesitate  

not  to  declare  thev  will  find  full  of  dis-  -—  ^  ^^ 

appointment      The    present    epidemic  "* "  *"*  m^^**^^  ^  *mm  iHc«M»»  wm» 

has  raged  in  this  country  very  univer-  Sir, 

tally,  and  with  unusual  severe  s^mp-  It  has  been  suggested  to  mc  sbkI 

toms  of  the  inflammatory  kind ;  inso-  had  the  honoar  of  trananiuiBf  to  dbr 

much  that  private    practitioners  have  Medical  Gazette  of  the  4di  lart^  ihr 

been  dubious  whether  to  class-it  as  the  brief  account  of  a  post-morteoi  exaaiaa- 

catarrhal  epidemic,  orpurely  as  one  of  its  tion  of  a  woman  who  died  of  an  exiea- 

own  kind — a  general  inflammatory  one  ;  give  encysted  abscesa  of  the  liver,  ihsl 

for  three- fourths  of  the  cases  attacked  no  notice  was  taken  in  the  report  of  the 

with  all  the  usual  precursory  symptoms  giate  of  the  gmll  ducts ;  and  as  the  saa^ 

of  catarrh,  set  in  nneumonitis,  pleuritis,  observation  may  probably  have  ocearrr^ 

bronchitis,  and   rheumatismus    acutus.  to  other  of  your  readers,  perhapa  I  Bsy 

I  would  also  observe,  that  in  all  the  town,  be   allowed   to  state   a  »ci  which  bad 

ships  to  the  extent  of  12  miles  around  previiiuslv  escaped  my  memory. 
Manchester,  I  have  ascertained  that  the         Upon  Jirst  viewing'  the  cxieinive  tl'- 

mortality  is,  and   has  been,  very  great,  struction  which  the  liver  bad  MisUia^i. 

The  majority  have  died    from   uiicon-  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  that  ik*  il<^ 

trolled    inflammations;    some  of  apo-  cided   symptom  bad   manifested    ibc^f 

plpxy.     Several  old  people,  chronically  during  'life  upon    which    to   gn^aad  a 

affected    with    broncuitis    and   asthma,  probable  diagnosis,  but  it  appeirrd  i«i  a 

have  had  thrsc  diseases  so  agcfravatcd  more    minute     investigation    thai   ihf 

by  the  prevailing enidemic,  as  ultimately  ducts,   viz.  the  ductus    hepaiiea^  tk 

led   to  their  deathM.      I   have  several  ductus  choledochus  commonak  and  ib« 

cases    of  idiopathic  and    sympt<miatic  ductus  cysticus,  althou^    surrmiadrJ 

epilepsy,  much  aggravated  both  in  fre-  on  all  sides  by  disease,  were  perrii<a^ 

quency  and  severity  of  the  fits.  and  perfectly /ree  for  ike  trmu9mu$at* 

To  specify  the  symptoms  of  influenza  ofhtle  into  the  dmodemmm.     This  ev- 

as  I  have  found  it  here,  would  be  only  cumstance,  coupled  with   the  fact  ef  ik 

reiteratiiig>  what  has  been    better   ex-  comparatively     health t    stale    of  tW 

pressed  by  yourself;  suflice  it  to  state  dj^tive  canal,  accoirata  for  the  ahicaer 

that  they  have  been  with  variations  of  ofjaundice  and  discoloured  skin,  (fitm 

the  inflammatory  kind,  for  which   my  both   of  which   the  patient  wis  per.) 

treatment    has    been    in     acconlance.  one  or  other  of    which  bn  h(«a  ^ 

When  they  have  come  to  me,  suflcrin^  scribed  by  some  aolbort  a«  the  iavaiiiUr 

under  the  oppressive  stage,  with  much  concomitant  of  hepatitis. 
congestion  in  either  organ,  I  have  bled  I  am,  air, 

as  freely  as  the  urgency  of  the  sym]^-  Your  moat  obedient  acfraat. 

toms  demanded,  guided  by  the  relief  it  R.  |f .  AllkaIT- 

afforded  to  the  valVcuVa  Ct«\\T^%^^  and  w«ini«fiH^  rsb.  lick. 
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INFLUENZA  ring  in  persons  resident,  whether  as  offi- 

^^  y^g  cersjservantsjor  patients  in  the  infirmary, 

at  the  beginning  of  that  period,  although 

ST.  MARYLEBONE  INFIRMARY.  gu^h  insUuces  were  numerous.    Let  me 

/»»   -r    nj'^        /Tl~ iu  J'    J  rr      AA  add  that,  with  us  at  least,  the  epidemic 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  ^^j  be  considered  as  gone  by  now  for 

Sir,  ft  week  or  ten  days:   during  the  last 

In  reading  your  last  number,  I  have  r'eekonlytwocaseshavingrbeen admitted 

observed  one  or  two  inaccuracies  in  my  *^''  ^"*'  disease.— I  remain,  sir, 

"Notice  of  the   Inauenza,"   which   I  Your  obedient  servant, 

should  be  glad  to  be  allowed  to  rectify.  Jo"^  ClendinniNo. 

In   giving  the  total  of  deaths  in   the  Wimpole  street,  Feb.  21, 1837. 
wards  in  the  six  weeks  ending  Feb.  10 

last,  I  have  included  about  20  not  be-  Total  of  patients  in  the  Maryle- 

longing  to  the  admissions  of  that  period,  bone  Infirmary,  Dec.  31, 1836  ....  216 

but  to  those  of  the  last  year,  without  Total  admissions,  medical    and 

having  sutiiciently  distinctly  stated  the  surgical,  between   Dec.  30,   1836, 

circumstance,  although  important  in  its  ana  Feb.  10,1837 465 

relations  to  the  question   of  mortality.  Total  treated  in  the  Infirmary  in  • 

In  the  table  of  ages  also  the  same  inac-  the  six  weeks  ending  February  10, 

curacy  occurs  from,  I  believe,  the  same  1837 ^  .,,  681 

cause,  viz. — haste.    You  will  oblige  me  Total  of  deaths  in  the  six  weeks 

by  giving  early  insertion  to  the  accom.  in  the  Infirmary 118 

Eanying  more  correct  statement.      Per-  ^  Of  which  belonged  to  the  admxs- 

aps  I  may  mention  before  concluding,  sions  of  the  year  1836 20 

tbat  the  total  of  cases  of  influenza  i>ccur-  Leaving  on  the  admissions  of  the 

ring  daring  six  weeks  in  all  the  depart-  six  weeks  ending  February  10, 1836, 

mcnts  of  tne  practice  of  the  infirmary,  deaths 98 

which  I  estimate  in  round  numbers  at  Or  a  mortality  on  the  admissions 

between  900  and  1000,  does  not,  from  of  ^  =  22  per  cent,  nearly, 

want  of  data,  include  any  attacks  occur-  sm            '^ 


Tmhle  ofAget  of  all  Cases  admitted  into  the  Wards  of  the  Infirmary,  between 

Dec.  30th,  1836,  and  Feb.  lOM,  1837. 


Ages  of  all  CMet. 

Admissions. 

Deaths  of  the 
admitted. 

Inflaensa  Cases  i 
both  Sexes. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Under  12  months*  • 
1  to   5year8«>«« 

5—  10 

1.0  —  20 

20  —  30 

30  —  40 

40  —  50 

50  —  60 

60  —  70 

70  and  upwards  •  • 

5 
15 
17 
40 
21 
34 
27 
36 
22 
21 

4 

a 

24 
33 
40 
26 
.     27 
25 
30 
11 

1 

3 

3 

11 

10 

14 

6 

9 

2 

1 
2 
5 
4 

7 

8 

10 

2 

5 
3 

35 
28 
33 
26 
41 
35 
26 
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ANALYSESandNOTICESofBOOKS.    always  exhibit  aniformitj   or  bamoiiT 

with  each  other. 

It  is  with  a  ticw  lo  obviate  this  im. 

•*  L*Auteiir  se  tne  k  allonger  ce  que  le  lecteur  tt     perfectiou   that   Dr.  Joseph  BerT»,  tW 

tueAabr«ger."-D*ALKMBKRT.  emincDt  Profe«sor  of  Anatomj  at  Be?- 

liii,  has  undertaken  to  gire  a  conpktr 

A     ^      •    1      iLr-t  •    *      y-»  I'lj      and  uniform  series  of  microscopic  ob- 

Anatomie  der!H,kro,cop,.chen  Oelilde    gervaUonsof  the  minute  stnictui^  of  tk 
des  Menschncnen  Aorpers  ( Anatomia     u, 

•r.  -mw  '  .111 


Univcrsitat.    Wien,  1836.    Scbloss.  „as  excited  by  tbe  treasure  of  micwieo. 

We  have  here  a  portion  of  a  splendid  pical  preparations  which  ther  poaM«sal 

work,  which   we   foresee  will  have  an  Vienna,  from  the  bands  of  Liebeikiihii, 

cxtensiFe  celebrity  ere  lonff,  wherever  Earth,  and  Prochaska.     With  tbe 


medical  science  is  cultivated.  pound   microscope  of  Plus&I  (an   artist 

Without  anatomy  there  can   be   no  whom  he  praises  in  the  hif^est  ter««\ 

phj^iolo^y ;  this  is  now  an  old  truth,  he   was  enabled  to  appreciate  the  t\- 

But  it  is  only  comparatively  ncently  cellcnce  of  these,  but  at  the  mme  tine 

that  it  has  become  generally  acknow-  to  see  that  they  were  far  from  bciaf 

ledged  that  there  can  he  no  rational  ac-  perfect. 

count  given  of  the  functions  of  any  part  His  nrescnt  criterion  of  the  csrri- 

until   the    structure    of  its    tissues    is  Icnce  ot  a  preparation  suited  for  Dicr»- 

thoroughly  known.     Who,  for  example,  scopical  purposes  is  this— >to  be  al»lr  10 

would  attempt  to  explain  the  action  of  distinguish   the  anastomosis  of  all  ibr 

the    lymphatics    in    digestion   w  ithout  vessels  even  in  the  minutest  twigi^  uid 

being   familiarly  acquainted   with   the  to  discern  their  perfect  detacfaamit  r.r 

texture  of  the  parts,  suitably  injected  separation  from  the  surrounding  or^ranic 

and  microscopically  examined  ?      Can  matter.     Every  vessel  is  to  be  trarcablc 

the  secretions  of  any  membrane,  gland,  continuously  and   without  intemjpt»A 

or  or^an,  be  even  plausibly  accounted  through  its  entire  course.      Ho«  be  and 

for,  without  an  accurate  demonstration  his  assistant  Dr.  Hyrtl  manage  to  eftvt 

of  the  parts  concerned  ?  these  exquisite  preparations  is  fully  cx- 

The  value  of  microscopic  investiga-  plained, 

tion  has  long  been  admitted ;   but  not  We  ought  to  state   Dr.  Berm*  ar> 

universally.    The  sceptics  have  always  rangement.     He  divides  the   work  iaii* 

been  in  the  majority  :  they  have  refused  three  chapters. 

to  believe  what  they  had  not  themselves  In  the  first,  which  is  intn>ductorr,  bf 

an  opportunity  of  seeing ;   and  in  some  explains  all  that  appears  essrntial  kf 

instances  they  have  refused  to  see  what,  the  better  understanding'  of  the  sabK- 

if  acknowledged  as  real,  would  overtuni  quent  parts ;  every  thing'  relating  tn  ^ 

their  theories.  use  of  the  instrument  which  be  rmplnrs 

Leeuwenhock,  Ruysch,  Lieberkiihn,  and  to  the  mode  of  instituting  the  o^ 

Prochaska,Spallauzaiii,  and  others,  have  serrations  with  the  best  effect,  is  liid 

lefl    us    admirable  examples  of   what  down  for  those  who  wish  lo  Tcrifj  ibc 

could  be  done  by  talent  employed  in  results  themselves, 

this  way,  even  with  inferior  instruments.  In  the  second,  the  minutiK  of  ibe  vv 

But  since  their  time    much   has  been  rious    organs  are    microscopicallr  A- 

achieved.     In  our  own  day  we  have  had  plored,  and  the  most   prominent  uA 

a  number  of  observers,  whose  discoveries  important  objects  among*  then  jkpafcd 

will  perhaps  never  pass  into  oblivion,  and   described.       Those    among  ibrti 

Every  phvsiologist  is  familiar  with  the  which  seem  to  claim  most  attmiiMB 


plorers  of  structures  have  presented  us    of  digest  of  the  materials  collertcd.    If 
with  the        ''      i«  .1    •    •       1     11  _-.ii  1.  -*  ._  .    _  _v: 

searches 

when    combined, 


results  of  their  invaluable  re-  will  be  an  attempt  to  arrangv,  in  a  P^ 
;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  losophical  order,  the  aumettNiB  and  v** 
ombined,  their  works  do    not    derfully  rariout  obscrrnlioiii,  10  ai  * 
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found  upon  tbem  a  fair  induction,  with  and  nine,  display  the  tissues  connected 

as  little  risk  as  possible  of  any  ilLcon-  with  the  orgfan  of  taste.     Ten,  exhibits 

certed  theory.  miscellaneous  textures,  among  them  a 

With  respect  to  the  instrument — the  vertical  section  of  the  kidney,   exqui- 

Pld$$litche ^  mikroskop  —  used  hy  Dr.  sitely  delineated.      The-  eleventh   and 

Berres,  it  is  ficrured  m  the  first  plate,  twelfth  plates  shew  the  structures  con- 

and  would  not  be  considered  hy  micro-  nected  with  the  organ  of  vision, 

scopists  here  as  more  than  an  ordinary  But  the  work  requires  to  he  seen  and 

instrument  in  its  externa]  appearance,  minutely  examined,  in  order  to  be  ap^ 

It  possesses  four  aplanatic  eye-glasses,  preciated  accx)rding  to  its  merits, 
comj^sed  of  two  acnromatic  lenses  each, 

and  IS  furnished  with  six  object-glasses,  

«id  Ctl/n^Mt^  I  .n   ??"""°"'^  «"■'*   ^ous:     Edited   by  James  F 

wi.-jL       ?,*^*°',?*  "®  •''^'"^'fS.'  Palmer.     In  4  vols.  8vJ.  illustrated 

L"knhrlltle?o7rbS:  '>^  -^  Volu^eof  nates.  in4to.  Vol.  I. 

and  he  says  he  can  augment  his  magni-  '*  Faber   quisque   fortunae  su«e,"    is  a 

fying  power  to  double  that  number.  maxim   which   those  who    have    beeB 

As  an  instance  of  the  exaggeration  successful  in  life  are  generally  found 
which  at  no  distant  period  was  to  be  willing  enough  to  adopt,  as  it  implies  a 
met  with  in  describing  the  powers  of  compliment  to  their  own  discretion,  and 
instruments,  the  author  tells  us  that  he  excludes  fortune  from  any  share  of  their 
has  in  his  possession  Prochaska's  mi-  success.  The  art  of  rising  in  life,  how- 
crosGope,  which  ^was  said  to  magnify  ever,  is  a  compound  game,  consisting  of 
400  times  lineal  measure ;  but  upon  ex-  chance  and  skill,  in  which  chance  is 
amining  it  carefully,  its  powers  are  often  found  to  overrule  the  most  con- 
found not  to  exceed  28.  summate  skill.    "  The  battle  is  not  al- 

Each  fasciculus  contains  two  plates,  ways   to  the  strong,  nor  yet  favour  to 

fine  specimens  of  the  powers  of  litho-  men  of  skill,  but  time  and  chance  hap- 

fraphy,  with  letter-press  in  German  and  pcneth  to  all."  This  is  more  especially 
latin.  true  of  medical  men,  who  have  always 
In  the  first  plate  we  mentioned  that  received  the  credit  of  being  fully  as  de- 
the  microscope  is  represented.  The  se-  pendent  on  the  general  afiability  of  their 
cond  is  devoted  to  plexuses  of  minute  manners  and  the  lucky  incidents  of  for- 
vcins  and  arteries,  beautifully  delineated  tune,  as  on  the  skill  and  knowledge 
in  their  principal  varieties  of  form,  which  they  possess  in  their  profession. 
The  power  here  employed  is  1 10  dia-  For  our  parts,  we  see  no  reason  to  ques- 
meters.  tion  the  accuracy  of  popular  belief  on 
Plate  the  third  exhibitsvariousvascular  this  subject,  or  to  doubt  that  the  ave- 
net-works,  some  of  them  seen  by  a  power  nucs  of  fortune  are  as  diverse  in  pro- 
of 440  linear.  In  the  fourth  we  have  the  fessional  as  they  are  in  common  life.  In 
elementary  parts,  such  as  the  lymph  most  respects.  Hunter's  entrance^on  his 
vesicles,  the  globules  of  the  blood  seen  professional  career  was  commenced  un- 
under  diflerent  aspects :  they  are  shewn,  dor  the  most  favourable  auspices.  He  had 
by  the  way,  to  be  flattish  discs,  not  glo-  studied  under  the  ablest  surgeons  of  the 
bules,  and  to  have  a  central  depres-  day,  had  associated  with  the  most  emi- 
sion.  The  elementary  vesicles  of  fat  nent  characters  of  the  age,  and  had  ac- 
are  also  figured  here.  Osseous,  horny,  quired  a  considerable  reputation  for 
cartila^ginous  particles,  are  also  dis-  his  anatomical  knowledge;  and  yet 
played.  the  drawbacks  inherent  in  his  own 
In  plate  five  we  have  nervous,  vascu-  character  prevented  liis  reaching  to  any 
lar,  and  muscular  elements.  The  parts  great  degree  of  popularity  until  a  late 
of  muscular  fibre  are  shewn  at  rest,  con-  period  of  his  life,  and  would  probably 
trmctcd,  and  loosened  into  further  fila-  nave  restrained  his  flight  beyona  the  vul- 
ments :  the  two  former  conditions  are  gar  bounds  of  mediocrity  to  the  end  of 
•xfaibited  as  seen  with  a  power  equal  to  nis  days,  had  those  days  been  a  little 
640  diameters;  the  latter  with  one  of  less  shortuhan  they  were,  or  the  powers 
760.  Plates  six  and  seven  exhibit  the  of  bis  intellect  been  a  little  less  vigorous. 
skin  and  its  elementary  details.    Eight  **  Hunter  was,  however,  destined  to 
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undcrpfo  a  lon^  trial  of  tbosc  qualities  and  tfaej  who  have  carefullj  walrbrd 

of  passive   fortitude   aud   active  pernc.  the  prnfifreis  of  men  to  furtunc,  kimv 

vorance,  of  which  few  situations  in  life  full  uclThow  much  of  their  muccm  hu 

demand  a  larfror  share  than  that  of  a  often  been  due  to  the  judicious  mauagv- 

youiiy^  man  commencin{if  practice  in  the  mcnt  of   these    auxiliary    meaus.     It 

hiffher   branches   of  the   profession   of  would  be  etrre|fious  fuUj  Co  suppose  that 

law  or  medicine    in  Loudon ;    fur    as-  a  man  could  ever  attain  to   bitrn  rrpote 

suredly  it  needs  no  small  de^jfrec  of  forti-  as  a  sur<rcon  in  London,  without  prv- 

tude  to  bear  up  against  the  disappoint-  8essin<|f  a  largt:  share  of  the  ess«*iitiai  re- 

ment  a  youufif  man  so  placed  must  ex-  quisitcs   for  the  practice  of  h\%  pniA^ 

1)erience,'  in    finding    his  merits  over-  sion ;  but,  on  the  other  band,  it  nqaim 

ookcil,  whilst  the  world  is  showeriiif^  no  ^rcat  penetration    to  pcrceiTc  that 

wealth  on  many  an>und  him  whom  he,  the  vast  difference  in  the  amount  of  bef 

at  least,  thinks  far  less  dcservin^r  than  favours,  vouchsafed   by    Fortune  to  Wr 

himself     It  requires,  too,  much  steady  diflerent  votaries, must  be  accounted  for 

perseverance,  constantl}-  to  kec])  in  view  in  some  other  way  than  by  the  uhwbC 

the  destined  pfoal;  resisting  the  allure-  of  professional  talent  possessed  byearb. 

nients  which  have  so  often   led  men  of  '  lie  that  is  only   rrii/,  had  need  hsff 

8U])erior  talents  to  desert  the  aniuous  exceeding  great  parts   of  virtue,*  sin 

contest,  and   devote  themMi>lves  to  the  Bacon,  *  as  the  stone  had  need  be  rih 

pursuits  of  literature  or    of   science—  tliat  is  set  without  foil  ;*  and  we  ncc^ 

pursuits  which,  though  delightful,  ran  notabetliT  illustration  of  the  tnitb  of  ihb 

seldom  be  extensively  followed  without  observation  than  is  aflbrdeil  by  Haatrr** 

the  neglect  of  objects  more  essential  to  tardyprogress  to  the  path  of  fortune, ma. 

those  who  seek  lor  fortune,  as  well  as  pared  with  the  rapid  strides  of  otbris 

fame,  from  the  practice  of  a  profession."  who,  in  professional  attainments,  «niiU 

It  may  shrewdly  be  suspected  that  be  the  fiist  to  acknowledge  thenHrUn 

most  of  the  eventH  of  life  are  the  off-  but  the  humble  disciples  of  this  gicsl 

spring  of  circumstances,  and  gradually  master. 

grow  out  of  one  another.     Historians        "  But  after  all,  perhaps,  the  priwi- 

and   biographers  commit  a  great  error  pal  reason  whv  Hunter  was  so  loa|r  ia 

in  ascribing  the  ]»rincipal  revolutions  of  obtaining  a     farge   share   of  pnciirr. 

public  mid  private  history  to  deep-laid  was,  that  he  looked  not,  as  most  Beod*i, 

schemes  of  policy ;   whereas,  in   truth,  to  the  acquisition  of  fortune,  as  the  c«d 

the  diHTorence   in  mrn*s  fortunes  chiefly  for  which  he  was  labouring;  bnt,eaiW 

consists  in  the  sagacity  with  which  they  contrary,  considered  wealth  onlv  s*  i 

seize,  or  the  aptitude  with    which  they  mean>«  ly  which  he  might  adiaoeftkc 

turn  to   advantage,  the  common   iuci-  far  inon*   important  objects  be  bad  is 

dents  of  life.     Some  there  are,  indeed,  view.     His  iHiwerful  mind  was  nDori*- 

in  whose  lives  there  is  a  sort  of  "  tide,  ingly  stimulated  bv  «n  ardent  drsiir  t.i 

which,  taken   at  the   full,  leads  on  to  forward  the  acquisition  of  those  branch 

fortune;"  hut  with  the  generality,  life  of  knowledge  which,  to  him,  apprair^ 

may   more  aptly    be  compared   to  the  best   fitted  to  promote  the  impnivrsrsi 

gnliixy  or  milky  way,  which  consists  of  of  his  profession  :    to   this    uoject   *u 

clusters   (»f  iniiumt'rahic   stars,  or  to  a  dev<iteu   everv  hour  that  he  e»oM  ifst 

river  which  is  f(d  by  innumerable  small  fn»m  his    daily    a%ocations  or  »BSir^ 

Htn>anilt'is;    the   great    secret    of   self-  from  the  time  allotted  by  olhei^  Id sk«p: 

wisdom  being  to  k(e]»  a  steady  eye  to  and,  to  promote  this  end,  be  wasalvan 

«ini*s  own   advantage,  and  to  tuni  the  rea«ly  to  sacrifice  the  claims  of  vorUlj 

least   cireuinstances   to    account;    and,  prudence  and  self- iiitere*t.     To  ■iiae' 

undt  r  due  restraint,  no  one  can  object  an  interesting  aud  extraordiuarvca*'.^ 

dishonour  to  this  mode  of  pn>ceeding,  would  take  any  trouble,  or  go  afiMrt as* 

altliouifh  nothing  can  be  nmre  contemp.  distance,  without  a  chance  of  prraaian 

tible  than  the  linse  shifts  to  which  some  rei'oinpeuce;  hut  to  the  dailv  rtiotinr*! 

men   n  sort,  for  the  purjMise   of  lifting  practice  he  always  relumed  unnilliacl** 

theniM'lves  into  public  notice.  and  even  when  ue  had  acquirvd  a  la(^>- 

^*  il  outer  hau  alvi  a  grt>at  contempt  tive  and  extensive  husinevi,  be  valued  a 

for  tlione  niiiinr  taclies  which  constitute  ouly  as  affording  him  the  means  of  par* 

so  large  a  part  <»f  what  has  been  aptly  suing  his  favourite  atudiea.     Thi*  M- 

called  the  act  of  rUiug  iu  the  world;  ing  ue  wuu  Id  often  expieas  to  bis  bitaL 
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Mr.  L^n,  when  called  to  see  a  patienfe,  occupj,  with  so  much  credit  to  them- 

hj  sajing'^as  he  uiiwiUinglv  laid  by  his  selves,  the  places  which  their  great  pre- 

dissectiDg  instruments,    *  t\''el],   Lynn,  decessors  aaomed." 

I  must  fso  and  earn  this  d d  guinea,  Amongf    Mr.    Hunter^S'  pupils,  none 

or  I  shaD  be  sure  to  want  it  to-morrow.' "  appears  to  have  won  so  much  on  his  af- 

Duringf  the  interval  which  occurred  fcctions  as  Dr.  Jenner,  witli  whom  he 
between  Hunter's  return  from  the  ever  afterwards  maintained  a  friendly 
Peninsula  and  his  extensive  private  and  cordial  correspondence.  Perhaps 
engagements  in  business,  he  was  no  part  of  Mr.  Hunter's  history  exhibits 
compelled  to  eke  out  his  slender  for-  in  so  striking  a  light  the  untiring  ar- 
cane by  receiving  pupils  into  his  dour  with  which  he  prosecuted  his  phy- 
house.  Most  of  these  attained  to  siolog^cal  pursuits,  as  this  correspond, 
considerable  eminence  in  their  profes-  ence.  As  models,  indeed,  of  epistolary 
sion  in  after  life;  thus  proving  the  ex-  composition,  we  are  compelled  to  say 
cellence  of  the  instructions  which  they  that  they  are  deficient  in  that  ease  and 
received  under  his  roof,  and  the  zeal  fluency  which  constitute  the  chief 
with  which  his  example  was  able  to  in-  charm*  of  this  st^le  of  writing,  but  tliev 
Bpire  them.  The  following  just  re-  every  where  evince  the  vigour  and  on- 
fleetions  occur  on  this  subject :—  ginality  of  his  thoughts,  while  his  ex^ 

"  Ail  of  these  gentlemen  have  risen  to  pressions   are  often    characterized    by 

high  reputation  m  their  various  stations,  great  terseness  and  force.    We  quote  a 

aiia  it  IS  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that,  couple  of  these  letters  as  specimens  of 

of  the  eminent  surgeons  of  whicn  this  the  rest. 

couDtryhashad  to  boast,  by  far  the  greater  "  Dear  Jenner,— I  own  I  was  at  a 
number  have  pursued  the  most  important  loss  to  account  for  your  silence,  and  I 
part  of  their  professional  education  uu-  was  sorry  at  the  cause.  I  can  easily 
oer  the  roofs,  and  as  the  private  pupils,  conceive  how  jou  must  feel,  for  you 
of  the  most  able  of  their  predecessors  in  have  two  passions  to  cope  with,  viz. 
the  art.  This  may,  no  aoubt,  in  some  that  of  being  disappointed  in  love,  and 
cases  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  that  of  being  defeated;  but  both  will 
tbat  the  disciple  had  previously  shewn  wear  out, — perhaps  the  first  soonest.  I 
auch  talent  as  to  lead  his  friends  to  seek  own  I  was  glad  when  I  heard  you  waa 
tbe  best  situation  for  its  improvement ;  married  to  a  woman  of  fortune;  but 
but  more  has  been  probably  due  to  the  '  let  her  go,  never  mind  her.' 
atimulus  iAparted  to  their  energies  bv  "  J  shall  emplov  you  with  hedge- 
tbe  examples  before  them,  and  still  hog^s,  for  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  may 
more  to  the  advantages  derived  from  trust  mine.  I  want  ^ou  to  get  a  hedge- 
daily  witnessing  the  best  modes  of  prac-  hog  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  and 
tice,  and  receiving  information  on  those  weigh  him;  put  him  in  your  garden, 
uicer  distinctions  in  treatment  which  and  let  him  have  some  leaves,  hay,  or 
can  never  be  fully  conveyed  in  lectures,  straw,  to  cover  himself  with;  which  be 
but  the  knowledge  of  which  forms  a  dis-  will  do.  Then  weigh  him  in  tbe  spring, 
languishing  mark  of  the  accompliAhed  and  see  what  he  has  lost.  Secondly,  1 
Burgeon.  Thus  we  find  that  most  of  want  you  to  kill  one  in  the  beginiiinr 
tbe  surgeons  who,  in  the  present  day,  of  winter,  to  see  how  fat  he  is ;  ana 
enjor  the  largest  share  of  the  public  another  in  spring,  to  see  what  he  has 
ooondence,  are,  as  it  were,  the  direct  lost  of  his  fat.  Thirdly,  when  the  wea- 
mental  descendants  of  the  men  who,  a  thcr  is  very  cold,  and  about  the  month 
century  ago,  introduced  the  first  impor-  of  January,  I  could  wii»h  you  would 
tant  improvements  into  mtHlem  surgery,  make  a  hole  in  one  of  their  bellies,  and 
Cbeaelaen,  Nourse,  and  Douglas,  were  pat  tbe  thenuometcr  down  into  tbe 
tben  tbe  leaders  of  our  profesiiion ;  of  pelvis,  and  see  the  height  of  the  mer- 
wbom  Sharp,  Pott,  and  the  Hunters,  cury ;  then  turn  it  upwards  towards  the 
frere  tbe  immediate  pupils.  They,  diaphra^rm,  and  ob^'rvc  the  heat  there, 
again,  became  the  instructors  of  Cline,  So  much  at  present  for  hedge'lMgs.  I 
Lynn,  Home,  Abemethv,  CarlUle,  heg  pardon, — examine  the  stomach  and 
Macartney,     Sir    James     Earle,    and  intefttinc-s. 

Cooper ;  and  (rnm  them  the  mantle  has  **  If  Hewson's   things   go  cheap.   J 

descended  to  a  Brodie,   a  Lawrence,  a  will  purch;iHe  mme  that  I  think  pr 

Green,  an  Earle,  and  others,  nho  now  for  you ;  thoMr  ^ou  mention  will,  1 
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afraid,  be  every  body's  money,  and  go    selves  to  his  mind  at  tbe  tioie  be  wm  a 
dear. — E?er  yours,  student  in  tbe  London  HosfiUtL  od 

"J.  Hunter."       were  based  on    observations  GoUeded 

doringr  that  period.     These  doctrines  kt 
(Pottniark,  Jan.  29, 1789.)       continued  during^  his  vrhole  professiooil 

''  Dear  Jenner, — I  wish  you  joy :  it  career  to  submit  to  the  test  of  his  ova 
never  rains  but  it  pours.  Rather  than  increasing'  experience,  and  the  ezpeii- 
the  brat  should  not  oe  a  christian  I  will  ence  of  oUiers,  to  whom  he  tanght  tbcB 
stand  tt^od father,  for  I  should  be  un-  in  his  lectures,  ever  carefully  and  en- 
happy  if  the  poor  little  thine'  should  g^o  didly  correcting  them  where  more  acca- 
to  tnc  devil  because  I  would  not  stand  rate  observations  proved  them  to  W 
godfather.  I  hope  Mrs.  Jenner  is  well,  faulty,  and  extendinjr  them  where  Mk 
and  that  you  begin  to  look  grave  now  information  shewed  them  to  bedefidflU; 
you  are  a  father.^- Yours  sincerely,  and  having  thus  brought  them  lo  ss 

^  J.  Hunter."        high  a  deg^ree  of  perfection  as  his  abifi- 

ties  and  opportunities  would  permit,  he 

Besides  an  Appendix  at  the  end  of  at  length  submitted  them  to  the  test  sf 
the  Life,  containing  a  chronological  list  public  opinion  in  the  condensed  sad 
of  Mr.  Hunter's  writings,  the  author  systematic  form  in  which  we  now  posMH 
has,  in  the  course  of  his  history,  inter-  them.  Notwithstanding  the  time  wai 
woven  an  account  of  these  vanous  pro-  attention  he  had  devoted  to  tbe  eompl^ 
ductions,  accompanied  in  most  cases  tion  of  a  work  on  which  his  fotoienat 
with  some  judicious  reflections  on  their  was  mainly  to  depend,  he  was  himMlf 
nature  and  value.  The  following,  on  fully  sensible  of  its  still  possessing  may 
the  work  on  Inflammation,  are  well  de-  defects,  and  rather  desired  it  to  be  ess- 
serving  of  consideration : —  sidered    **  as    a  new  figure  compasel 

'*  This  work  is  the  one  on  which,  from  rough  materials,  in  which  proces 
above  all  his  other  writings.  Hunter's  little  or  no  assistance  could  be  had  fnm 
fame  has  hitherto  rested,  perhaps  too  any  quarter,"  than  as  a  perfect  woik 
exclusively  so,  since  it  has  arisen  from  which ^no  farther  experience  conld  have 
the  circumstance  that,  with  the  exccp-  amended.  It  must,  indeed,  be  acknow- 
tion  of  the  Treatise  on  Syphilis,  his  other  ledged  that  it  does,  in  many  parts,  exbi- 
works  have  been  less  generally  read  bit  imperfections  of  style  ana  diction,  as 
than  they  deserve,  in  conse<]uence  of  well  as  repetitions,  which  not  unfie- 
having  been  published  either  in  an  ex-  quently  obscure  the  author's  meaning; 
pensive  form,  or  in  detached  treatises,  and  ilhig^cal  errors,  such  as  that  of  con- 
scattered  through  the  volumes  of  the  founding  proximate  and  final  causes,  or 
Philosophical  Transactions,  or  of  the  employing  such  imaginary  causes  tf 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society.  There  the  "  stimulus  of  necessity,"  "  the  sti- 
are  not,  however,  any  of  his  writings  mulus  of  death,"  **  the  force  of  a  negt- 
which  do  not  well  deserve  the  attentive  tivc  impression,"  &c.,  to  account  for 
perusal  of  professional  men,  not  only  for  certain  efiects ;  phrases  which  cheat  tbe 
the  information  they  furnish,  but  as  ear  with  a  seeming  explanation,  bot 
models  of  bold  and  sagacious  reasoning;  leave  the  mind  no  whit  the  wiser  as  to 
and  hence  the  present  edition,  which  the  real  causes  of  the  phenomena  to  be 
places,  within  the  reach  of  every  profcs-  accounted  for.  These  defects,  thoagk 
sional  man  the  whole  of  his  works,  they  do  unquestionably  detract  some- 
heightened,  too,  :n  value,  by  the  com-  what  from  its  value,  are,  however  trifling 
mentariesof  the  able  men  to  whose  revi-  in  comparison  with  the  great  and  varied 
sion  they  have  been  severally  entrusted,  excellence  of  tliis  work,  which,  for  tbe 
cannot  fail  to  be  viewed  as  a  tribute  originality  and  variety  of  its  experi- 
justly  due  to  the  merits  of  Hunter,  and  ments,  tbe  accuracy  of  its  observations, 
as  a  highly  important  accession  to  our  and  the  importance  of  its  deduetions, 
medical  literature.  can  with  difficulty  be  paralleled  in  the 

The  treatise  on  Inflammation  and  Gun-  whole  range  of  medical  literature, 
shot  Wounds  must  be  considered  as  com- '  As  an  instance  of  the  zeal  with  which 
prising  the  results  of  fort^  years,  assidu-  Hunter  sought  and  procured  every  object 
(»us  attention  to  the  subject,  since  from  of  curiosity  calculated  to  enrich  his 
his  introduction  wc  learn,  that  the  doc-  niusenni,  the  following  is  sufficiently  in- 
trincs  it  uufolds  first  suggested  them-    tcrcsting:— 
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•*  Tbe  late  Dr.  Clarke  had  a  prepara.  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Uon  of  an  extra-utenne  preffnaDcy,  m  -*-*^*^**^   ^x..^*-.  <.  «.  ^. 

which  the  foetus  had  been  detained  in  Saturday^  February  35,  1837. 

the  fallopian  tube,  and  had  there  under-  

f^ne   partial    development,    when   the  ••  Licet  omnlbun,  licet  etUm  mlhl,  dlffolutea 

mother  died  from  internal  hffimorrhag'e,  Artit  Miedicm  tacri  t  potestat  modo  TenicDdi  in 

conaeauenton    the  rupture  of  the   tube.  paWlcumtlt,  dicenUlperlcalumnoorecaso." 

On  this  specimen  he  set  a  high  value,  •                        Cicero. 

and  Hunter  had  often  viewed  it  with 

Itmgiw  ejres.    "Come,  Doctor,"  said  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE 

be,  *'  Lpositivelj  must  have  that  prepa-  on 

rmtion.**    *'  No,  John  Hunter,"  was  the  PAUPERS  under  the  POOR-LAW. 

repljr,"Tou  positively  shall  not" ''You  .„          ,                  ,         ^ 

wUl    not   give  it  me,    then  ?"    "  No."  ^^  ™*Ke  no  apology  for  once  more 

**  Will  jou  sell  it  •»"     ."  No."     "  Well,  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 

then,  Uke  care  I  don't  meet  you  with  it  this  important  subject    Notices  of  mo- 

i^r^J**"^  '""f  ''^"!?»  ^^  *^'  '^  ^  '^'''  t^ons  have  been  given  in  Parliament  for 

I'll  murder  jou  to  pet  it."  .             .       .      •     ,    .        . 

We  pass  over  Sir  Everard  Home's  atro-  committees  to  mquire  both  into  the  gc- 

cious  conduct  in  burning  the  Hunterian  neral    and    medical    working    of  the 

MSS.  with  this  single  observation,  that  amended     Poor-Law,    and  eyerj  man 

ffk}''.*  .^*?*'"7  ••"*,  Pi'****  •  '?l'*''r  vlio  possesses  a  spark  of  national  feel- 

tablet  m  the  place  of  the  portrait  of  .        *^  .          .    ^^                          .     , 

their  traitor  doge,  so  a  black  tablet  in  »™&  oufir^t  to  Uke  an  active  interest  in  the 

tlM    Hunterian    Museum   would  be  a  result. 

litter  record  of  Sir  Everard  Home's  base-  Medical  men  are  more  especially  im- 

2todi*"in    the    u'n  '^f'*'tbe*^C^in^e^  V^^^^^^^  »»  the  consequences;  for  if  the 

"  O  t^m^^ra  !^6  mores^l     Senalus   h^c  Poor-Law  be  allowed  to  continue  in  iu 

jDtelligit,    consul    videt  :     hie    tamen  present  state,  it  must  entail  permanent 

vixit;  vixit?  imo  vero  etiam  in  sena-  disgrace  and  degradation  on  the  pro- 

tumvenit"  f^^^^^ 

We  conclude  witli  the  following  ex-  ,-,         . .              i     ,,            i  .     ■  «. 

tract,  which  contains  a  hint  which  we  Three  things  are  loudly  complained  of 

hope  to  see  acted   upon  before  many  by  those  practitioners  in  theprovinces  who 

mcMr»  years  have  elapsed.  have  the  best  opportunity   of  observing 

"It may  be  thought  that  the  author  ^^e  operation  of  the  Union    system; 

of  the   Hunterian  Museum   needs  no  ,       '^       ^        ,             ,      ^  r          1 

other  memorial  of  his  worth  than  the  "^^^  *"*»  ^^^^  ^^  "^^'*  insufficiency  of 

Sroud  one  he  has  himself  erected ;  nor  medical  attendance  on  the  pauper  popu- 
oea  he,  to  perpetuate  his  fame:  still,  it  lation  ;  next,  the  miserably  wretched 
would  be  a  fitting  act  of  respect  to  his  remuneration  which  the  district  medical 
iiiemorT,lTom  those  who  enjoy  the  bene-  n*  /  i  .i  \  lv  ^ 
fito  of  this  rich  legacy  of  his  genius,  to  ^®^^"  («^  «^*^^*  "^^*^^'')  ««^  «"*fi[^^ 
enrol  his  name  amongst  those  of  the  ^  accept ;  and,  lastly,  the  perpetual  in- 
other  gifted  men  whose  worth  stands  suits  and  indignities  cast  upon  the 
recorded  in  Westminster  Abbey."  members  of  the  profession  by  the  Poor- 
DESGENETTES.  Law  functionaries— who  no  doubt  calcu- 
Whkk  the  French  were  at  Moscow,  the  late  that  if  they  can  only  lower  medical 
Emperor    gave   an   order   to   have   the  practitioners  in  the  public  estimation, 

EZeU'Tba^'^neTeir^  l^T  il  ^^X  -  '^en  accomplish  their  puTK«e. 

Ronia  as  formerly  in  Syria,  told  him  to  of  thrifl  and  meanness  with  perfect  cer- 

take  care   how  be  allowed  posterity  to  tainty  of  success. 

compare  him  with    Herod.     "Herod!"  fru^-«  «-«  ««  »«»..<.  ««,i  «*w..,n/ii^o 

-Id'Napoleon,   "  what    resemblance   is  ^hese  are  no  vague  and  groundless 

there  between  me  and  Herod;  what  do  assertions;  they  are  facts  proved  over 

Tooallodeto?"—"  To  the  massacre  of  the  and  over  again   in  the  pages  of  this 

innocents!"  replied  Qesgenettes.    The  or-  .           i  i,  *      *  ^u    i       .  ^.»i.»  ^r.^^^^ 

der  for  the  baikck  wiTountermanded.^  J«""»«J'  '^"^  »«^  ^^*^  ^"^  ^^'^^^  ^^J^^" 

B$mUaud^t  iUfg€.  titiou  for  that  Tca«oi\.     ^c^^\^^  "c^^"^ 
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often    require  to  have    their    memorj  letter  sent  to  the  Cummittee  will  tmc 

jo^Tfredj  and   to  have  the  same  truths  to  show  how  even  medical  mm  not  m- 

reiterated  occasionally  before  the  requi-  mediately  connected  with  the   Uuio 

site  impression  is  made.    At  the  present  are  situated  :— 

moment  every  medical  man  should  be  utu^,,^i.  *i.^  .*  .          *  i 

.    "^       -             ,.,...,  "Thoujjh  the  sf3toment  I  ffiTe  tm. 

broad  awake ;  and  not  only  individuals  dated  October  23H,  is  decidedly  cunrct. 

of   the  ])rofossion,   but    the    corporate  and  I  could   nndertake  to  prove  it  ii 

bodies,  should  be  up  and  stirring,  if  the  ^^^^  particular,  ^vet,  sitaated  as  1  am 

character  of  the  bealin^f  art  be  in  any  fl„  L^-"^^'   "T'  "  "r'l*  ^  1" 

*                       ^  tremely  injonons    to   me  if  I  allovi^ 

way  dear  to  them.  that  statement  to  be  published.  kiin«ii« 

The  active  Committee  of  the  Provin-  that   it  came   from    me.      In  the  im 

cial  Association  have  just  put  forth  a  place,  the  Vice-chairman  of  the  unioas 

second  edition  of  their  valuable  report*;  f,  ?"C*^  ""^u.^^J,  P^V'^r*  Z-   "?*'  ^ 

*    ,1    ,                    c^t.     *  ^      r.J  thinks  very  hi^rhly  of  the  New  Act,  sJ 

to  that  summary  of  the  state  of  the  case  ^rA«;jf  tkat  statememi  might  Mea 

betuecn  the  Poor-Iaw  and  the  medical  kim  ;  if  it  did,  the  mischief  nij^  M 

profession,  we  strongly  recommend  at  end   there;  Ae  rouM   im^memrt  tikm 

this  juncture  the  attention  of  the  Col-  ,^5«,'»»  would  not   that  suiemeat  br  i 

I           .1.     Tr  11        J               •    1-  •  1     1  "<^1  ""  ^he  distnct  medical  nwa,  lai 

leges,  the  Hall,  and  every   individual  therefore  actionable,  so  that  I  oiixbi  k 

practitioner ;  even  the  most  cursory  pe-  dragfred  into  law   procecdinp*.    I  m 

rusal  of  its  contents  must  convince  the  have  no  objection  to  the  statement  brnv 

reader  how  deeply  the  interests  of  mcdi-  P"Wished  if  neither  name  nor  phcr  k 

1     ,  .     .,                    ,.     ^  mentioned.      I  have  everr  wish  to  m- 

cme  are  involved  in  the  proper  adjust-  j^^  ^^e  Commiltee  all  tbe'infonaaM  I 

niontof  the  question.  possibly  can,   but   havinff   a  fanitv  » 

On  a  former  occasion  we  noticed  the  provide  for,  and  entirely  dependrac  m 

body  of  the  Report,  and  made  some  ex-  my  exertions,  /  do  not  ikimklmfktl* 

tracts  from  it ;  we  have  not  much  space  "  .  I'fll  ^J^;„^  ^  j^j^  ^^^  Cc««iui-. 

at  our  command  just  now,  or  we  should  the  nEGRAPATiox  brou^rht  oo  the  pr«- 

be  tempted  to  select  some  more,  espe-  fession  by  the  Poor  Law  Commiswioiir^ 

ciallv  from  the  fresh  matter  inconmrated  ""^^   nothing    would     pive  me  ffiraH' 

.  -.I'.i         ...     I*.*          rri                  r  pleasure    than    to    aKsi»t    mv   n^vi] 

Willi  the  new  edition.     There  are  a  few  i_  .i  _^     •            **     -'^  •'•»    mv    mu^u 

,                 r        1  •  1  brethren,  in  any  way  I  can,  lu  rxincit 

passages,  however,  for  which  we  must  us  from  it.— I  am,  Sec.  Jtc. 

make  room,  as  they  shew  in  a  striking  "Dec.  Id  1836.'* 

manner  the  difficiilties  in  which  many 

of  our  unhappy  brethren    in   the  pro-  ^^  ^'^^  conclusion  of  the  presnit  ani- 

vinres  are   placed    under  the   existing  ^^^  ^'®  **'*'^  B'^^^  »  similar  letirr  jt< 

regime.  received    by  ourselves,    in    whirb  ibr 

For  those  who  are  trammelled  in  the  ^o"***'"^  of  •*>«  «»«  degrading  !»*•- 
new  arrangements  to  speak  out,  or  to  ^"*^*^  ^'"'  "^  recogniaeed. 
complain  in  any  manner  of  their  griev-  ^^'^  ^•^"^  *"«<'«d  to  the  insafficir»7 
aiices,  were  as  much  as  tlieir  frail  lenun^s  ®^  ^*'^  niedical  aid  provided  f -r  •  rrL l-^ 
are  worth  ;  it  would  be  deemed  a  sort  of  V^^\^^  «»  »^«  keeping  of  the  Ci«»» 
high  treason  to  the  Somerset  House  an-  """*^"-  ^^'*'0  <^«n  ^ad  the  foll-iii^ 
thorities,  and,  if  discovered,  would  be  ^**^''*  without  being  convinced  ^>(  iW 
summarily  dealt  with.  The  fidlowing  n"«^^«<^^'^o«»  tendency  of  tlieir  pwrsi 
arrangements. 

*  The  Report  of  tlir  Poor  Law  Committee  iip- 

poliiicd  by  the  Pn.Tiiidnl  Medical  and  Surgical  "  In  the  Cookham  and  BfaT  VBH^. 

A^MMirttlon.    Head  at  the  Anntrer^nry  Mreiiiie,  #!,■/>  mofUi«n1  «»<*■•    «■•.»  -.- -^:    2    i     ...L- 

hrld  nt  ManchcHtir,  July  IKsn.     Sec  nd  Kdltlon;  ,   "  *"*  "'*"*'  "*^"    ^^^  appomtrd  UII«T 

with  iin  Apicnnx.roiitiilninKSelrrii  ii*  frtim  the  the    ilCW    SV»lcm,   in  place  uf  §errm  vF- 

KTidince  lundHhed   from  ,  i,min.u-  Parothiai  prcuouslv" attended.— In  the  Nfwhin 

1  nions    respecting  the  Mcdlcai    ArraiiieincDtt  '     •            "      ■  .«            r      .    -                   .  ,   ' 

aud  iheir  Kffvcis.                                 '  uuioii,  consisting  of  etoA/cn  Mfiihi^ 
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one  individual  undertook  the  duties  for-  ner  as  are  the  inferior  officers  of  the 

merl J  performed  bj  twelve;  he  had  no  Board. 

assistant,  and  had  a  space  to  ride  over        "  Lastly,   those    medical    men    who 

measuring  sixteen   miles  by  ten. — In  have  presumed  to  express  an   opinion 

the   Bampton   district  of  the   Witney  unfavourable   to  the  new   medical  ar- 

union,  ten  miles  in  diameter,  eight  me-  rangements,  have  frequently  been  mark- 

dical    men   were   formerly    employed ;  ed   for  oppression    by   the   authorities, 

now  only  one. — In  one  of  the  districts  and  some   have  even  been  induced  to 

of  the  Aylesbury  union,  the  surgeon  withdraw  or  withhold  their  names  from 

resides  at  a  distance  of  seven  miles  from  petitions  to  parliament  against  the  sys- 

one  part   of  the  district,  where  medi-  tem,    from    apprehension  of   injurious 

cal  assistance  might  be  obtained  with-  consequences  to  themselves." 
in  two  miles. — In  another  district  of 
the  same   union,  the  nearest  point  to        The  meanness  of  the  Commissioners 

the  surgeon's  residence  is  ^even^Wc^^  in  taunting  medical  men  with  accepting 

and  the  most  remote  twelve.    Under  the  .    ,       .    **  .  '    .  r     o 

old   system  sixteen  medical  men  were  (^»'a*  *»  ^anj  instances  they  cannot 

employed  for  the  parishes  of  this  union,  help)    appointments    by   tender^  when 

containing  forty  parishes  and  four  dis-  they  themselves  arbitrarily  dictate  this 

^ets;  under  the  new  system  three  me^  ^  ^^^  ^1^  „„de  of  obtaining  an  ap- 
dical  men  only,  one  of  whom  was  like-        .  ^        ^  .  .  .     i      i-..       •        ii 

wise  appointed  to  an  extensive  district  pomtment  in  certain  localities,  is  well 

in  another  union.— In    the  Wheaten-  exposed  by  the  Committee.    The  Com. 

httrst  union,    comprehending  fourteen  missioners  say,  "  We  may  be  sure  that 

nariabea,  and  necessarily  much  travel-  ^1,^  medical  practitioner  will,  in  fixing 
linir,  the  Commissioners  induced    the  , .    ^     '       ,  . .  u-  t.  l. 

Guardians  to  waive  a  contract  with  the  "P^"  *»'»  ^"°«'  *^°  "«^*^»"fir  which  he 

esUblished  practitioners,  and  to  engage  considers  will  not,  on  the  whole,  be  ad- 

one  young  man  from  the  schools,  who  vaiitageous  to  his  own  profession;"  thus 

had  neither  a  horse  nor  instruments.—  endeavouring    to    cast    solely   on    the 
In    the    Faversham    union,    including  ,.    ,     ^°        r  it  •        ^u    .r  -    au 

twenty-five  parishes,  only  'one  medic3  ^^fl'^^  ?^^^^  ^[  Anions  the  discredit 

man  was    employed.— Numerous  cases  of  the  miserably  low  stipends  awarded 

of  a  similar  kind  could  be  adduced."  to  them.    But,  say  the  Committee,  with 

-   ,       .      '        .  excellent    good     temper    and    pointed 

A>  to  the  proofs  of  the  degradation  shrewdness,-"  We  have  only  to  reply, 

soffetcd  by  pracutioners  who  have  the  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^f  ,^„j^  i„,^„, 

mfafortnne  to  be    connected  with  the  ^^^    j^,^  ^^^^  profession,  the 

existing  Poor-law  unions,  they  abound  „„^  i„j„ri„„,  „g„n,  „„m  ensue;  if 

in  the.  Report.    The  subjoined  passages  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^j.  ^^^  poor.Law  Com- 

are  among  the  conclusions  on  the  sub-  ^i,,i„„,^  „„e  to  be  submitted  to  the 

ject  drawn  by  the  Committee  :-  ^^^  degradauon,  there  would  be  found 

'*  Medical  officers  are  liable,  in  the  needy     speculators,     not    destitute    of 
discharge  of  their   duty,  to  receive  a  ability,  who  would  gladly,  for  the  tenth 
summons  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  ^  ^       ,         undertake  its  duties." 
on  occasion  of  any  supposed  neglect;  r*'       .         ^   ,  •^'  .     ,  - 
they  are  thus  subject  to  be  reprimanded        We  intended  to  have  noticed  some  of 
by  persons  who  cannot  be  supposed  ca-  the  facts  in  the  Appendix,  but  find  we 
pable  of  judging  correctly  as  to  the  due  j,ave  only  room  to  give  the  letter  we 
performance  of  medical  duties.     Your  -,-Qn,:^gj 
Committee  have  received  information  of  P        '     * 
several  oppressive  proceedings  of  Guar- 
dians in  this  respect.  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

"  Again,  if  a  medical  opinion  is  coh- 
sidered  necessary  to  guide  the  Board  in  ^'^9      . 

any  of  its  deliberations,  which  uot  un-  The      following     very    singular    and 

frequently  occurs,  the  medical  officer  is  offensive  note  was  received,  a  few  dajrs 

$mmum9n€d  to  attend  iu  the  same  man-  ago,  by  a  rcspccUbk  ^x^viVvVvQVk^x  Sxv. 
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this  ncig^hbourbood  from    a    relieving  daring  their  disapprobation  of  his 

officer : —  duct — I  am,  sir, 

CCC3-       V                      *  J  *«  «»4»«^  ♦«  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Sir,-.You  are  ^^^^^^f  ^^,  f^^^^  ^  A  Constant  JUades. 

the  case  of  S.  G.  tmmedtately,  H^ho  is         «  u  .a  io*t 

said  to  be  in  a  state  of  mental  derange-  ^^*'  ^*^-  *®'  *®^' 
roent    You  are  also  rcoucstcd  to  call  p.  §.  I  send  jou  my  name  in  col- 
on the  overseer  (t.  e,)  Mr.  M.,  and  re-  6dence,  as  I  do  not  think  anj  cobbu- 
port  the  case  to  him,  that  he  may  report  nication  of  this  sort   should    be  seat 
tlie  same  to-morrow  at  the  Board  at  without  it,  but  I  do  not  wish  it  to  appetr 

C .     (Fail  not  at  your  peril,)  in  public 

"  W.  C,  Relieving  Officer."    _[__ 

It  was  sent  to  me  as  affiirding  an  ad- 
ditional proof  of  the'  depadiTtion    to  ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 
which  the  profession  are  subjected  under  Friday,  Feb.  17, 18S7. 
the  operation  of  the  present  abominable  — » 
system.     If  you  think  its  publication  Dr,  Manhall  HaWt  F^Ux  Actim  4  ik 
will  operate  as  a  wholesome  lesson  to  Spmoi  Marrow, 
those  members  of  the  profession  who  are  ^     -«                   j  _*    ».  .t-           ,      . 
so  anxious  to  fill  the %/i/y  reipectableC^  ^v*  I^Si"allr"e^S^o  ^  D^SlS 
office  of  medical  officer  under  a  Board  of  fjew.  on  tST  «  refleifunc^Uon,"  a^deftA. 
Guardians,  as  to  tender  their  services  ed  it  with  briUlant  success.  Heapcdogind 
for  a  wretched  pittance,  you  will  oblige  fo,  meddling  with  a  subject  so  Sietlj 
me  by  giving  it  insertion.  physiological  and  out  of  his  province ;  kat 

As  the  case  is  also  an  admirable  spe-  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  these  f  if  lim 

cimen    of  the  medical  merits  of  this  meetings  to  bring  even  the  mostabstnHt 

wonder-working  system,  I  cannot  for-  topics  lamiliarlv  before  the  membcfs  of tW 

bear  mentioning  it  Institution  and  their  friends.  After  peiat- 

A  poor  widow,  ret.  47,  whilst  washing  ingf  out  the  ibnctions  of  the  braia,  aad 

in  the  house  of  the  overseer  of  her  own  "bowing,  in  accordance  with  Dr.  flaU^ 

parish,  is  taken  ill  on  the  Monday  ;  she  ^^^^y^  ™*  ^®  '*""^".  ^^l  '^  ?? 

^cts  worse  on  Tucsdav  and  Weduesdav  •  ^^  sensaUon,  he  passed   to  the  consufe- 

pcis  woree  on  j  ucsuay  ana  VYcunesaay ,  ^^      ^   j^       .     j     ^    ^  .     ^ 

18  in  a  state  of  violent  derangement  on  ^^„      It  woo^d  be  superfluon.  in  this 

Thursday  (no  doubt  arising  from  active  j^,„rnal,  in  which  Dr.  HMb  views  have  so 

disease  withm  the  head);   persons  are  often  been  stated,  to  repeat  the  accoaot 

employed  by  the  overseer  to  take  care  of  given  of  them  by  Dr.  Faraday,  of  which 

her  both  day  and  night,  and  yet,  sir,  she  not  its    novelty  bnt    its  total    freedom 

was  allowed  to  remain  without  medical  from     technicalities    was     the    principal 

assistance  until  the  following  Monday,  charm.     Dr.  Hall's  cxi>eriments  on  the 

owe  week  after  the  commencement  of  turtle,  the  snake,  the  frog,  the  stoDoed 

this  serious  attack,  when    a     humane  borse,  &c.,  were  described ;  and  diwams 

gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  hear-  ^^re  exhibited  which  were  well  adapted 

iiig  of  the  case,  sent  a  surgeon  to  attertd  ^^  ^^^  *  ^.°*"^  '"^^^  ""^  ^^  ^""^^^^  ^"^ ' 

her  at  his  own  expense.    On  the  follow-  ThlT^wt^^her  writers  corroboraU. 

mg  day  (Tuesday)  the  re  levin^  officer  ^f  those  of  Dr.  Hall  were    alluded  to. 

pays  Ins  weekly  visit  to  the  pansh,  and  m^.  m^vo's  disUnct  notice,   in  a   book 

by  way  of  making  up  for  tlie  previous  of  his  published  in  1823,  of  the  identical 

neglect,  sends  the  above-mentioned  in-  function  of  the  spinal  marrow,  so  fnllj 

solciit  note   to   the  medical  officer,  who  afterwards  developed  by   Dr.   Hall«  was 

in  duty  bound  immediately  attends,  and  quoted ;  and  Dr.  John  Miiller's  opinions, 

on  his   arrival   finds   the   poor  woman  as  given  in  his  Physiology,  were  stated  to 

already  under  the  care  of  another  prac-  be  strongly  confirmatory  of  the  same  doc- 

titioncr  as  a  private  patient,  by  whom  trine, 

she  had  been  bled,  leeched,  blistered,  ^^  J^®  way,  we  have  before  ns  an  ex- 

head  shaved,  and  physicked  !      She  has  J'^^V  '^'""  ^''J/"''  t?T^^  u   fc  n"? 

since  died  function,  recently  published  by  Dr.  Hall, 

T*  •   u  4*  •     .•      I-               *    *L    T>      J  '"'^ith  remarks;    we  cannot,  perhaps,  do 

It  IS  but  justice,  however,  to  the  Board  ^^^^^  ^^an  close  this  brief  account  of  a 

of  Guardians,  to  state,  that  when  the  very  interesting  evening  with  the  .summaiy 

ease  was  brought  before   their  notice,  pivcn  by  Dr.  H.  of  those  poinU  in  which 

they    reprimanded     their    officer,    and  he  difTcrs,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  Profes* 

passed    a    resolution  unanimously  dc  «oi  ^vxUct  -.— 
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I  Tiew  the  reflex  fanetion  as  the 
ct  and  peculiar  or  proper  function  of        HOSPICE  DE  LA  MATERNITE, 
oedulla  spinalis,  equally  independent  ARRAS. 

le  brain,  the  sympathetic,  ana  of  the 
tomoses   and   the    mere   origins   of    cjEsa&e  an  operation  scccEssruLLTPESr 

^>  ,     ,.      -        ..  .J.        ,  FORMED,  WITH  SAFETY  BOTH  TO  THE 

I  regard  this  function  as  residing  in 

oedulla,  as  the  axU  of  a  distinct  system  mother  and  child. 

wt4fr   and    motor,    and    excito  motortf 


Br  A.  R.  Dvchatbau,  M.D. 


I  consider  this  function  and  its  sys-  Sargcon  in  Chief  to  the  HospltaU  of  Amu,  Pro- 
of nerves  as  presiding  over  the  orijicet  f«Mor  in  the  School  of  Medicine,  «tc 
the  eiiti  or  gpkincten  of  the  animal  ^____ 
e,  and  over  ingestion  and  egestion ; 

The  brain  is  the  central  oiyan  of  Stephanie  Brassart,  aged  22,  is  a  luu 

lUoB  and  volition,  the  organ  of  mental  xive  of  Arras.     Her  parents  were  both 

ion   with  the   external   world;    the  ^gll  formed;   her   height  is  forty. three 

a  marrow,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  inches;    her   general    aspect    that  of  a 

al  organ  of  exciio-motxiry  phenomena,  ricketty  person.    The  vertebral  column  is 

>f  the  ;j*]/«caiappropnaUon  of  certain  ygry  convex  anteriorly;    the  thighs   are 

nal  objects;  short,  and  the  legs  much  curved.    General 

Respiration  even  is  a  part  of  this  health  good  on  entering  the  hospital. 

liarftincUon:  it  is  ercited  on  ordinary.  We  learned  that  the    catamenia  had 

UD  extraordinary  occasions,  through  made  their  first  appearance  when  she  was 

apnate  excitor  nerves,  especially  the  jg  years  of  age.  and  had  continued  abun- 

nuKgastric,  but  also  the  fifth    and  dant  and  regular  since.    The  first  Ume  I 

d  nerves;  saw  her  at  the  Matemite,  whither  she 

VoUtion  may  modify  the  acte   of  the  came  in  order  to  be  let  blood,  in  the  eighth 

c  ftinction,  and  these  acts  may  be  month  of  her  first  pregnancy,  I  was  struck 

ided  by  sensation;  but  this  function  ^jih  her  figure,  and  thought  it  requisite  to 

berwise,  independent  both  of  volition  make  some  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  the 

sensation,  of  their  organ   the  brain,  pelvis.    Mde.  Dclarue  and  I  instituted  an 

)fthe  mind  or  soul;  examination  accordingly,  and  found  that 

The  passions,  in  an  especial  manner,  the  crests  of  the  ilia  were  in  one  line,  and 

mstiate  themselves  through  the  me-  that  from  one  anterior  superior  spinous 

I  of  the  true  spinal  marrow;  and  thus  process  to  the  other  measured  8  inches 

nay  induce  surprise  or  fear,  and  appear  9  ii„es ;  also  that  the  sacro-vertebral  angle 

nsion  excito-motory  act ;  ^aa  directed  towards  the  pubes,  and  a  lit- 

The  brain  Ueeps  ;  but  the  spinal  mar-  tie  to  the  right,  and  that  the  upper  strait 

uver  sleeps ;-  was  bnt  two  inches  in  its  antero-posterior 

Finally,  the  excito-motory  system  of  diameter. 

»  are  the  peculiar  seat  of  acUon  of  On  the  20th  of  April,  1836,  Stephanie 

in  diseam,  and  of  certain  causes  and  returned  to  the  hospital,  being  at  her  full 

set  of  disease.  time  ;  she  complained  of  pains  about  the 

' loins.    No  regular  labour-pains,  however, 

IP  CAPTAKDUU  SURGERY.  ^^l^^^^l^  '^L^^T^^l^y  ^t 

NDNESS  for  certain  operations,  and  a  slowly.    At  six,  the  os  uteri  might  be  felt 

»  of  over- zeal  in  seeking  for  occasions  turned  to  the  right  and  forward,  with  a 

Brform  them,   are  modem  traits  of  dilatation  of  from   10  to  12  lines.    The 

tdonal  character,  which,  it  is  to  be  membranes  now  began  to  present,  but  no 

d,  will  become  obliterated  or  obscured  part  of  the  child  could  be  reached  in  any 

le  daily  improvements  in  pathology  way  by  the  finger.    A  lavement  was  ad- 

lie  diagnosis  of  diseases.    The  mere  ministered,  and  the  patient  put  into  a 

itor  ought  not  to  be  ranked  amongst  bath. 

test  of  sorgeons,  and  the  kidnapping  A  meeting  of  ray  colleagues  was  sum- 

idi  patients  as  furnish  conspicuous  moned,  and  assembled  at  nine  a.m.,  when 

for  an  hospital- theatre,  or  for  the  all  were  satisfied  that  the  CsBsarean  ope- 

private  assembly  of  a  Artmtf  of  younff  ration  was  indispensable.      The  patient 

iton,  should  be  discountenanced  ana  was  taken,  without  loss  of  time,  into  the 

BBced  by  every  conscientious  cultiva-  operating  theatre,  and  there,  in  presence 

f  aufgioal  fcienoe. — Mr,  Crotte^s  Retro^  of.  the  civil  and  military  officers  de  sanii  of 

n  Aidnu.  the  hospital,  Mde.  Delarue,  and  our  pupils 
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of  the  Matemit^,  and  upwards  of  sixtj  bandage  methodically  applied,  coB|4di< 

pu))il.s  belonf^ing  to  the  school,  1  had  Ste-  the  process  of  dressing. 

Shanie  placed  on  a  hair  mattrcitity  with  her  The  operation  lasted   alto^ttber  sbmi 

ody  horizontal,  her  head  sliKbtly  raised,  twenty  minutes.     No  artenk*  that  rraoirk 

and' her  lower  extremities  a  little  apart —  tvinjf  was  divided.     The  patient  dari^ 

the  feet  beings  on  the  margins  of  the  bed.  the  whole  of  the  time  displayed  macb  hr- 

My  four  assistants  being  duly  appointed  titnde  and  rcaif^natioD.     AHer  the  opm* 

to  their  several  posts,  I  took  up  my  posi-  tion  she  was  removed  to  another  bcd« 

tion  on  the  left  of  the  patient,  when  I  the  same  floor,  where  she  was  placvd  is  i 

commenced  by  making  an  incision  on  the  horizontal  po>ition  and  left  to  repote,tft0 

abdomen,    extending    from     two   inches  getting  a  se<lative  draairlit. 

above  the  pubes,  along  the  linea  alba,  a  About  three  hours  after  the  cvperatva 

little  to  the  left,  avoiding  the  uinbilicu.^,  acute  pains  were  felt    in   the  right  ilisc 

to  two  and  a  half  inches  above  the  navel,  region,  which  required  the  applicatiua  «f 

In  completing  this  incision,   the  several  fifteen  leeches.     This  had  a  good  eftri 

aponenn»tic  expansions  were   laid   bare.  Vomiting  and  feverish  symptiHDs  dansf 

The  peritoneum  was  at  length  arrived  at,  the  aAernoon.     On   the   tcciiDd  day.  ibr 

when  it  was  o|>encd  with  great  caution  by  vomiting  continuing,  with  mnch  di*iBjb> 

means  of  a  straight  and  buttoned  bistoury,  ance  of  the  system,  the  drewing  was  iv- 

along  the  whole  length  of  the  (»rigiual  in-  moved,  when  "a  portion  of  the  uwcatia 
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cision.     I  then  raised  the  omentum  which  was  found  protruding  at  the  npprraaclr 

covered   the  uterus  and    intestines ;    an  of  the  wound ;  if  was   retamcd  into  ik 

assistant  kept  it  raised;  upon  which  the  abdomen,  and  secured  there  by  ■Anrt 

uterus  was  found  having  its  centre  in  the  plaster  laid  above  its  |»lace  of  egma.   k 

middle  of  the  incision  of  the  abdomen.     I  large  poultice  was  applied  to  the  abdoan. 

cut  iuto  it  with  a  slightly  convex  bistoury,  which  alleviated  the  vomiting  and  paia 
when  the  fibres  of  the  womb  were  ob-        Third  day. — ^The  li>chia  arc  e«tabli^r<!i 

served  separating  from  each  other  as  fast  the  disturbance  of  the  syMem  mocb  iW: 

as  they  were  divided.     As  soon  as  T  reach-  cd ;  the  bowels  largely  moved.    Pi>altict 

ed  the  interior  surface,  1  found  by  the  jet  renewed.     The  symptoms  werr  variaUi 

of  black   blood   which  immediately  took  during  the  succeeding  days,  hot  not  aiani- 

place,  that   I  had  cut  down  on  the  pla-  ing  at  any  time. 

centa.     The  opening  was  forthwith  dilated         Ninth  day.  —  Total   ahsenee  of  fevrr; 

with  a  buttoned  bistoury;  the  membranes  wishes  for  c^e  au  lait^  which  is  given  bcr. 

were  then  seen,  upon  wliich  T  opened  them  Sutures  and  setnn  removed,     raiaa  sf  s 

cautiously,  the  assistants  taking  care  that  great  part  of  the  wtmnd;  a  little  pask-v 

the  li.|uoramnii  should  not  be  cflfused  into  ever,  flows  from  the  lower  angle  ontk 

the  eavitv  of  the  abdomen.    The  infant  accession  of  cough.      The  poultice  ft'.I 

was  in  tlic  first  position  for  delivery;  I  applied  daily. 

withdrew  it  by  the  legs,  supporting  the         From  the 'tenth  to  the  twcatv  fir«T  dsv, 

trunk  with  the  left  hund ;  it  cried  pre-  when  the  cure  was  complete,  tlie  dirtan 

senily,  and  the  funis  was  divided.    Aide,  regimen  was  gradually  imprvivcd;  al!  U* 

Delarue  took  charge  of  the  child;  it  was  f\iuetions  were  naturally  perfomed.    \t 

a  boy,  arid  weighed  <>  tt}  4  oz.  apjieamnce  of  crdcma  was  noticvd  ab^si 

We  then  waited  for  three  minutes,  when  the  fiftccuth   day,  but  was  rvmedic'i  b 

finding  the  uterus  contracting,  T  detached  medicinal    treatment.       Aftrr    thu    Su- 

thc  placenta,  and  removed  it  along  with  phanic  began  to  leave  her  bed,  and  to «iJ 

the  membranes ;  nor  were  there  any  clots  about  the  wards,  and  in  the  garden  til^ 

of  eflused  fluid  left  in  the  viscus.     1  put  hospital.     She  did  not  return  huac  tJ 

my  forefinger  through  the  os  tinea}  from  sixty-three  days  after  the  operation,  ku 

within,  and  met  the  finger  of  one  of  my  ing  waited,  indeed,  to  be  present  at  ik 

assistants  fnim  without :  we  were  thus  sa-  distribution  of  prizes  which  took  phcv  sJ 

tisfied  that  there  was  no  mci'hanical  ob-  the  Maternity  on  the  :i5th  Jane. 


stacle  to  the  lochia,  should  they  occur;  we  .  The  child  is  well ;  it  has  been  icnt  9^ 
also  ascertained  that  the  structure  of  the  to  nurse  at  the  charge  of  the  adaiaisn- 
promontory  was  such  as  we  judged  it  to  tion  of  hospitals,  the  mother  having  ^ 
be  when  we  determined  on  the  operation.      no  secretion  of  milk*. 


The  borders  of  the  abdominal  incision 


were  brought  together  with  Uirce  poiuU  of       •  l.  p^„  llMlcale,  »i„  j«.„ul  BiM-^ 

suture.     A  scton  covered  with  cerate  was    nudAlrtf  Ju.  Ibl7. 

placed  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound ; 

five  pieces  of  sticking-plaster  were  placed  ■ 

between  the  sutures;  a  compress  was  laid 

over  this;   and   charpie,  with  a  general 
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Briti»hPl«»«»ioii».— J.  Foreign.  — ».».  Dntjp^ld. 
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LECTURES  white,  lig^eons  shelL    If  the  frait  be  re- 
garded as  a  drupe,  the  shell  will  be  formed 

^"  of  the  endocarp,  and  no  seed  coats  will  be 

liTATFRrA  Mi?nTr'A     nu  T>nADTbrA  rccogrnizable :  whereas,if  the  fruit  be  con- 

MATERIA  MEDTCA,   OR  PHARMA-  gijered  as  a  one  seeded  berry,  the  shell 

OOLOGY,  AND  GENERAL  must  consist  of  two  altered  seed  coats. 

Twro  A  i>i?TTTTr.o  ^"  ^^^  middle  of  this  shell  arises  a  central 

iiiJ!«iiArj:.uiii^d,  placenta,  which  is  contracted  at  its  base, 

DdUetedat  the  Atdengate  School  of  Medicine,  *»"^  enlarged  and  divided  into  two  cells 

^                *'                '  supenorly.     Between  this  placenta   and 

Bt  Jon.  Pbbbira,  Esq.,  F.L.S.  the  shelfis  an  oleaginous,  yellowish,  ?enr 

bitter  nucleus,  of  a  semilunar  form.    This 

nucleus  never  wholly  fills  the  carity  of  the 

»                 LVITT  shell, — ^at  least  in  the  Cocculus  indicus  of 

commerce;    for  by  keeping  it  gradually 

In  my  last  lecture  I  commenced  the  ex-  becomes  atrophied,  and  in  old  samples  it 

•mination  of  the  family  Menispermacesp,  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  shell  almost 

and  noticed  the  Cocculus  palmatns,  which  empty.    This  change  is  observed  also  in 

yields  as  Calumba  root.    I  shall  in  the  other  oleaginous  seeds. 

next  place  examine  Chenueal  componiion. — Iodine  colours  the 

nucleus  brown.    The  cold  watery  infusion 

Cocculus  tuberottti.  of  the  whole  fruit  is  slightly  acid,  and 

History,  —  According   to   Sprengel,  the  produces    a   dark  grey  precipitate   with 

fmit  now  osuidly  called   Cocculus  indicus  chloride  of  iron.     Infusion  of  galls  feebly 

^¥UM  introduced  by  the  Arabians,  and  was  precipitates  it. 

described  by  A  ricenna  and  Serapion  under  BouUay  made  an  analysis  of  Cocculus 

the  name  of  Maheradsch,    It  is  sometimes  indictis  in    1812,  and  in  the  year   1834, 

termed  the  Levant  nut,  or  bacca  crientalis.  another  analysis  was  made  by  MM.  Pelle* 

Botanieal  history. — The  plant  yielding  it  tier  and  Couerbe. 

is  a  native  of.  Malabar,  and  is  called,  by  1.  Analysis  of  the  nucleus. — The  following 

Linnaeus,    Menispermum    Cocculus,    by  are  the    substances  recognised  by    MM. 

Wight  and  Amott,  Anamirta  Cocculus,  Pelletier  and  Couerbe  in  the  nucleus  of 

and  by  DecandoUe,  Cocculus  suberosus.  cocculus  indicus. 

It  is  a  dicBcions,  perennial,  twining  plant,  1.  Picrotoxine. 

with  a  corky  cortex,  leaves  cordate,  trun-  2.  Resin. 

cated  at  the  base,  firm  and  lucid.     The  3.  Gum. 

inflorescence  is  a  many-flowered  panicle.  4.  A  fatty  acid  substance. 

The  plant  belongs  to  class  D'ugcia^  order  5.  An  odorous  matter 

Hesaidri^j  in  the  Linnaean  arrangement.  6.  Malic  acid. 

The  fmit  is  by  some  called  a  berry,  by  7.  Mucus. 

others  a  drupe.    It  is  reniform,  purplish  8.  Starch. 

red,  and  fleshy.  9.  Lignin. 

Pkymebl  characters. — As  met  with  in  com-  10.  Malate  of  lime. 

]|icree»  Cocculus  indicus  is  rather  larger  11.  Inorganic  salts  (nitrate  and  sulphate 

than  a  pea,  rounded,  or  slightly  reniform.  of  potassa,  and  chloride  of  potassium)  Hy 

It  consists  externally  of  a  dried,  thin,  incineration  yield   carbonates  of  potash, 

blackish  brown,  rugous,  acrid  and  bitter  and  of  lime,  manganese  and  iron. 

layer,  which  envelopes  a  thin,  bivalved^  2.  Analysis  of  the  envelope  of  the  nucleus 
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LECTUBES 

MATERIA  MBDICA,   OR  PHARMA- 
COLOGY, AND  GENERAL 
THERAPEUTICS, 
Ddtamd  at  tlit  Atdtrtgatt  Sehoot  cf  MaUdiie, 
Bt  Joh.  Pbkbibi,  Eiq.,  F.L.S. 

Lbctcse  LVIIL 
Ih  mj  lut  leclure  I  commenced  the  ex- 
UDfnalioD  nr  tbe  ftmily  Heniapermacea*, 
•ad  aalit^d  [he  Coccnlas  pklmataa,  which 
jiddi  na  Calumb*  root.  I  abaU  in  tbe 
next  plAce  ezamiDe 

CacfuJui  lubtntia. 

Hiilory.  —  Accordimt  to  Sprengel,  the 
trait  now  luatllj  called  Coccului  indici'i 
wma  introdaced  by  the  Arabiani,  and  naa 
deicribed  bj  Arlcenaa  and  Sentpion  ander 
the  name  ot  Mahtnuiich.  II  is  aometimeB 
tanned  Ibe  I^mni  nut,  or  bacca  arimlalu. 

BoUnital  hiitoiy. — The  plant  yielding  it 
la  a  natiTe  of.  Malabar,  and  is  called,  b; 
LiiiDKDa,  MeniapennDm  Cocculua,  bj 
Wiriit  and  Amott,  Anamirla  Cocculiia, 
kBdbj  Decandulle,  Cocculua  suberoias. 
It  ii  •  dicDciona,  perennial,  twining  plant, 
with  A  corkj  corlex,  Icnrea  cordaic,  tnin- 


t  the  b 


and  li 


The 


»  m an;- flowered  panicle. 

The  plant  belonea  to  clais  Diiaia,  order 
Maiaidna,  in  the  Linnmn 


Tbe  thlit  ia  b;  tome  called  a  berry,  by 
Other*  a  drape.  It  ia  reniform,  purpliih 
rad,  and  fleihy. 


PltjutfilrftrinTrfn-i — Aamet  witfaincnm- 
nene,  Cocculna  indicai  la  rather  lar^ 
than  a  pea,  ronnded,  or  itigfatly  reniform. 
it  eoDileti  eitemallj  of  ■  dried,  thin, 
blackiab  brown,  nigoaa,  acrid  and  bittar 


white,  ligneoni  ahelL  If  the  fmit  be  re- 
^rded  aa  a  drupe,  the  ahell  will  be  formed 
of  tbe  endocarp,  and  no  aeed  coata  will  be 
recngoizable :  whereas,  if  the  frull  be  con- 
sidered aa  a  one  aeeded  berry,  the  shell 
mnal  conaiit  of  twu  altered  aeed  coata.  ^ 
In  the  middle  of  this  thell  ariaei  a  central 

Elacenta,  which  ia  contracted  at  ita  base, 
ut  enlai^d  and  diTided  into  two  cells 
superiorly.  Between  this  placenta  aod 
the  ahell  ia  an  oleaginous,  yellowiah,  Tcrj 
bitter  Duclens,  ofn  semilunar  form.  This 
nucleus  never  wholly  filla  the  cavitT  of  the 
ahell,— at  least  in  the  Cuccutut  indicos  of 
commerce ;  for  by  keeping  it  gmdiially 
becomea  atrophied,  and  in  old  samples  it 
is  nol  Dncnmmon  to  find  the  shell  almoat 
empty.  This  change  ia  observed  also  in 
other  oleaginous  aeeda. 

Chtmical  aimpaalien. — Iodine  colonrs  the 
nucleus  brown.  The  cold  watery  infoaion 
of  the  whole  fmit  ia  aiigblly  acid,  and 
produces  a  dark  grey  precipitate  with 
chloride  of  iron.  Infusion  of  galls  feebly 
precipitates  it. 

BouUay  made  an  analyaia  of  Coccnlus 
indicna  in  1812,  and  in  the  vear  1834, 
another  analysis  was  made  by  MM.  Pelle- 
tier  and  Couerbe. 

I.  Aaut)iinf  Iht  naeUiti.— Tbe  rullojiiBg 
are  the  snbslances  recognised  by  HH. 
Pclletler  and  Conerbe  in  tbe  nauleui  itf 
cocculus  indicus. 

1.  PicrotoxJne. 

2.  Resin. 

3.  Uum. 

4.  A  fatty  acid  aubstanec. 
a.  An  odorom  matter 

6.  Malic  acid. 

7.  Mucus. 

5.  Starch. 
9.  Lignin. 

10   Malate  of  lime. 

11.  Inor^nicaatts(n{lniteandaulpbatB 
of  potaoaa,  and  chloride  of  potassium)  ^y 
incineratinn  yield  carbonates  of  polaah, 
and  of  lime,  manganese  and  iron. 


THE 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


BBINO   A 


WEEKLY  JOURNAL 


OP 


;filU}iitim  an&  tbt  CoQattral  SPtitmtfii 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  4,  1837. 


LECTURES 

ON 

MATERIA  MEDTCA,  OR  PHARMA- 
COLOOY,  AND  GENERAL 
THERAPEUTICS, 

Deiivered  at  thi  Aldengate  School  of  Medicine, 

Bt  Jon.  Pbrbiba,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

Lecture  LYIIL 

In  mj  hut  lecture  I  commenced  the  ex- 
amination of  the  family  Menispermaceap, 
and  noticed  the  Coccnluspalmatas,  which 
yields  ns  Calumha  root.  I  shall  in  the 
next  place  examine 

Cocctdui  tuberotut. 

Hiitory,  —  According  to  Sprengel,  the 
fruit  now  usually  called  Cocculut  indicus 
was  introduced  by  the  Arabians,  and  was 
described  by  Aricennaand  Serapion  under 
the  name  of  Maheradsch,  It  is  sometimes 
termed  the  Levant  nut,  or  baeca  orientalis. 

Botanieal  hittcry. — The  plant  yielding  it 
is  a  native  of,  Malabar,  and  is  called,  by 
Linneus,  Menispermum  Cocculus,  by 
Wight  and  Amott,  Anamirta  Cocculus, 
and  by  DecandoUe,  Cocculus  suberosus. 
It  is  a  dioedons,  perennial,  twining  plant, 
with  a  corky  cortex,  leaves  cordate,  trun- 
cated at  the  base,  firm  and  lucid.  The 
iniloresoenoe  is  a  many-flowered  panicle. 
The  plant  belongs  to  class  Diacia,  order 
HenmdriMj  in  the  Linnasan  arrangement. 

The  fruit  is  by  some  called  a  berry,  by 
others  a  drupe.  It  is  reniform,  purplish 
red,  and  fleshy. 

Pkymeil  characUrt. — As  met  with  in  com- 
meree,  Cocculus  indicus  is  rather  larger 
than  a  pea,  rounded,  or  slightly  reniform. 
It  consists  externally  of  a  dried,  thin, 
blackish  brown,  rugous,  acrid  and  bitter 
layer,  which  envelopes  a  thin,  biralved. 


white,  ligneous  shelL  If  the  fruit  be  re- 
garded as  a  drupe,  the  shell  will  be  formed 
of  the  endocarp,  and  no  seed  coats  will  be 
recognizable :  whereas,  if  the  fhilt  be  con- 
sidered as  a  one  seeded  berry,  the  shell 
must  consist  of  two  altered  seed  coats. 
In  the  middle  of  this  shell  arises  a  central 
placenta,  which  is  contracted  at  its  base, 
but  enlarged  and  divided  into  two  cells 
superiorly.  Between  this  placenta  and 
the  shellis  an  oleaginous,  yellowish,  very 
bitter  nucleus,  of  a  semilunar  form.  Th» 
nucleus  never  wholly  fills  the  cavity  of  the 
shell, — at  leant  in  the  Cocculus  indicus  of 
commerce ;  for  by  keeping  it  gradually 
becomes  atrophied,  and  in  old  samples  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  shell  almost 
empty.  This  change  is  observed  also  in 
other  oleaginous  seeds. 

Chemical  composition. — Iodine  colours  the 
nucleus  brown.  The  cold  watery  inAision 
of  the  whole  fruit  is  slightly  acid,  and 
produces  a  dark  grey  precipitate  with 
chloride  of  iron.  Infusion  of  galls  feebly 
precipitates  it. 

Boullay  made  an  analysis  of  Cocculus 
indicus  in  1812,  and  in  the  year  ]H3i, 
another  analysis  was  made  by  MM.  Pelle- 
tler  and  Couerbe. 

].  Analysis  of  the  nucUus. — The  following 
are  the  subittanccs  recognised  by  MM. 
Pelletier  and  Couerbe  in  the  nucleus  of 
cocculus  indicun. 

1.  Picrotoxinc. 

2.  Resin. 

3.  Gum. 

4.  A  fatty  acid  substance. 
6.  An  odorous  matter 

6.  Malic  acid. 

7.  Mucus. 

8.  Starch. 

9.  Lignin. 

10.  Malate  of  lime. 

11.  Inorganic  salts  (nitrate  and  lulphate 
of  pota^sa,  and  chloride  of  potassium)  ^y 
incineration  yield  carbonates  of  potash, 
and  of  lime,  manganese  and  iron. 

2.  Analysis  of  the  envelope  of  the  nucleus 
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NOTE  FROM  MR.  FERRIER, 

OF  YARMOUTH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir,  ' 
Hating  made  yoar  joarnal  the  mediam  of 
circulation  for  the  railings  of  Mr.  Aldred, 
of  this  place,  against  myself,  an  indi?idaal 
of  whom  you  can  ha?e  no  knowledge  *,  I 
claim  so  much  of  editorial  courtesy  from 
you  as  will  prompt  you  to  insert  this  my 
reply,  with  which  I  should  have  trouble<i 
you  before,  had  I  not  been  much  and 
severely  occupied  of  late. 

In  answer  to  your  comments,  and  Mr. 
A.'s  letter,  I  beg  to  say,  I  am  the  corres- 
pondent of  no  individual  journal,  and  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  reply  to  the  application 
of  one  journalist  without  becoming  the  ob- 
ject of  unmerited  abuse  from  another.  I  beg 
to  reiterate  my  former  statement,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  unhesitatingly  place  my 
character  for  veracity  (whico  no  abuse  of 
Mr.  A.*s  can  injure  or  destroy)  upon  the 
truth  of  every  word  thereof ;' and,  in  fur* 
therance  and  proof  of  such  statement,  I 
beg  to  refer  to  Uie  clerk  of  the  peace,  the 
clerk  to  the  magistrates,  and  the  officers  in 
court,  who  were  present  at  both  the  in- 
quest and  the  previous  interview  with  Mr. 
A.  to  which  I  alluded. 

Were  the  circulation  of  your  journal 
confined  merely  to  the  locality  in  which 
your  original  correspondent  and  myself 
reside,  I  would  not  thus  trouble  you. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  S.  Ferrier, 
Coroner  of  Great  Yarmouth,  and  Senior 
Surgeon  to  the  Diapentary. 

Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk, 

Feb.  20,  1837.  

DESGENETTES. 

It  was  in  his  tent  at  Acre,  that  Bona- 
parte suggested  to  Dcsgenettes  the  pro- 
priety of  despatching  his  plague  patients 
with  opium  :  nor  did  the  noble  refusal  of 
the  latter  turn  the  general  fVom  his  pur- 
pose ;  he  soon  found  oUiers  more  compliant 
"  On  our  return  to  Jaffa,"  says  Desgeuettes, 
**  I  found  that  laudanum,  in  a  strong  dose, 
had  been  administered  to  about  five-and- 
twenty  or  thirty  of  the  sick.  Some  of 
them  vomited  it,  were  relieved,  recovered, 
and  then  told  what  happened." 

LITERARY  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Preparing  for  publication  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  October,  Experimental  Phy- 

*  Mr.  Fcrrter  will  escuae  at.  Who  doea  not 
know  the  Medical  Coroner  of  Yarmouth)  Mr. 
Aldred't  letter,  by  the  way,  waa  publlahed  on  the 
10th  of  last  December. 


sioloot;  founded  on  LmmTi  Pkf/tUaguit 
EeniltaU  der  Vivueetionen  ntuerrr  Zeit :  witk 
considerable  additions.  B7R.B.Todd,lf.D. 
Professor  of  Physiology  in  King's  CoUqe. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURIALS, 
FVom  Bills  or  Mortalitt,  Ftb.  21,  1837. 


Abtceaa         .       •  1 

Age  aind  Debility  .  68 

Apoplexy      ,    "  .  8 

Aatbuia         •       •  84 

Cancer          •       •  1 

Childbirth     .       .  4 

Conanmptlon        •  tfS 

ConvaUione         .  88 

Croup'  ...  4 
Dentition  orTeetbin;  4 

Dropay          .        .  II 

Dropsy  in  the  Brain  7 

Dysentery     .        .  1 

Epllepny       .        .  1 

Erysipelaa    .        .  I 

Fever     ...  19 

Fever,  Scarlet      .  I 

Fever,  Typhaa     •  8 


HaeraorrKajrc  I 

Heart,  dliiea»ed  .  S 
Hoopln*  Cuugh  .  f 
InlUuninatloii  2S 

Bowelfi5c8tomaeli   7 
Lungs  and  Pteora  IS 
Influenia  SI 

Jaundice       •       . 
LlTcr,  diacased    . 
Meaxlea         • 
BfonlficnUoD 
Scrofula 

SmaU-poz  •  • 
Stone  ft  Gravel  . 
Uiiknovm  C«uac4 


I 

4 
9 
I 
I 
I 
1 
f 


Caaualties 


Decrease  of  Borlaia,  aa  compared  wltli  >  m^ 
the  precedtn];  week  •        •  I 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  EoMONTOia,  iMtitude  5l<>  S7'  ST*  K. 
Lonaiiude  0«>  3'  51"  \V.  ofGntnuiek. 


Feb,  1837. 

TuKaMOMRraa. 

BAKoiirraa. 

Thuraday .  16 

from  41  to  M 

80-01  to  80  M 

Friday   .  .  17 

86      ftO 

8018      8^18 

Saturday  .  18 

27      49 

29  98      S9I7 

Sunday  .  .  IS^ 

2S      61 

S»«      2819 

Monday .  .  20 

84      4ft 

2938      2r« 

Tuesday .  .  21 

89      50 

29-47      »« 

Wedne«day22 

83     4ft 

29-7S      S9^ 

Winds  W.  and  S.W. 

Exrept  the  ':0th  and  22d,  generally  cloody, 
with  frequent  and  heavy  showers  of  rain. 

Rain  fallen,  1  inch  and  *1  of  an  inch. 

CuARLEs  Henry  Adams. 

NOTfCES. 

The  letter  from  the  British  Medical 
Association,  sent  through  their  Secretin, 
is  unsuited  for  our  columni;  we  shall 
publish  it  extru'limites,  if  the  parties  pletse^ 
or  it  may  go  on  our  wrapper  as  an  alive^ 
tiscmeiit.  But  no  doubt  Mr.  Wakky, 
their  patron,  will  be  delighted  to  publiili 
it  for  them ;  or  Dr.  Ryan,  who  *'  entretti 
the  well-wishes  of  the  British  Radkmt  As* 
sociation."    (See  his  No.  for  Feb.  11th.) 

Mr.  Sandall's  article  on  SpUUm'i  Tnm- 
lation  of  the  Pharmacopceia  is  inadmisn- 
ble :  were  it  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  itself 
we  might  be  induced  to  gi?e  it  insertioD. 

WikaON  &  2<0N,  Printers,  ft7,Skiiuier»8ULottdM 
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LECTURES 

ON 

MATERIA  MEDTCA,   OR  PHARMA- 
COLOGY,  AND  GENERAL 
THERAPEUTICS, 

DtUvend  at  tfu  AldengaU  School  of  Medicine, 

Bt  Jon.  Pbkbira,  Esq.,  F.L.S. 

Lecture  LVIIL 

In  my  last  lectare  I  commenced  the  ex- 
aminmtioD  of  the  family  Menispermaceap, 
and  noticed  the  Coccnlus  palmatas,  which 
yields  us  Calumba  root.  I  shall  in  the 
next  place  examine 

Cocculus  tuberoeus. 

History,  —  According  to  Sprengel,  the 
fruit  now  usually  called  Cocculus  indicus 
was  introduced  by  the  Arabians,  and  was 
described  by  Avicennaand  Serapion  under 
the  name  of  Maheradsch.  It  is  sometimes 
termed  the  Levant  nut,  or  bacca  orientalis. 

Botanical  hiUory. — The  plant  yielding  it 
is  a  native  of.  Malabar,  and  is  called,  by 
Linnaeus,  Menispermnm  Cocculus,  by 
Wight  and  Arnott,  Anamirta  Cocculus, 
and  by  Decandolle,  Cocculus  suberosus. 
It  is  a  dioDcions,  perennial,  twining  plant, 
with  a  corky  cortex,  leaves  cordate,  trun- 
cated at  the  base,  firm  and  lucid.  The 
inflorescence  is  a  many-flowered  panicle. 
The  plant  belongs  to  class  Dioetia,  order 
HgTOMdriaf  in  the  Linnean  arrangement. 

The  fruit  is  by  some  called  a  berry,  by 
others  a  drupe.  It  is  reniform,  purplish 
Ted,  and  fleshy. 

Pkymeal  characters, — ^As  met  with  in  com- 
meiee,  Cocculus  indicus  is  rather  larger 
than  a  pea,  rounded,  or  slightly  reniform. 
It  consists  externally  of  a  dried,  thio, 
blackish  brown,  rugous,  acrid  and  bitter 
layer,  which  envelopes  a  thin,  bivalved, 
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white,  ligneous  shelL  If  the  fruit  be  ro- 
garded  as  a  drupe,  the  shell  will  be  formed 
of  the  endocarp,  and  no  seed  coats  will  be 
recognizable :  whereas,  if  the  (Vuit  be  con- 
sidered as  a  one- seeded  berry,  the  shell 
must  consist  of  two  altered  seed  coats. 
In  the  middle  of  this  shell  arises  a  central 
placenta,  which  is  contracted  at  its  base, 
but  enlarged  and  divided  into  two  cells 
superiorly.  Between  this  placenta  and 
the  shell  is  an  oleaginous,  yellowish,  very 
bitter  nucleus,  of  a  semilunar  form.  This 
nucleus  never  wholly  fills  the  cavity  of  the 
shell, — at  least  in  the  Cocculus  indicus  of 
commerce ;  for  by  keeping  it  gradually 
becomes  atrophied,  and  in  old  samples  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  shell  almost 
empty.  This  change  is  observed  also  in 
other  oleaginous  seeds. 

Chemical  compo5i<u)>i.— >Iodine  colours  the 
nucleus  brown.  The  cold  watery  infusion 
of  the  whole  fruit  is  slightly  acid,  and 
produces  a  dark  grey  precipitate  with 
chloride  of  iron.  Infusion  of  galls  feebly 
precipitates  it. 

Boullay  made  an  analysis  of  Cocculus 
indicus  in  1812,  and  in  the  year  1834, 
another  analysis  was  made  by  MM.  Pelle- 
tier  and  Couerbe. 

1.  Analysis  of  the  nucleus. — The  followinff 
are  the  substances  recognised  by  MJn. 
Pelletier  and  Couerbe  in  the  nucleus  of 
cocculus  indicus. 

1.  Picrotoxine. 

2.  Resin. 

3.  Gum. 

4.  A  fatty  acid  substance, 
d.  An  odorous  matter 

6.  Malic  acid. 

7.  Mucus. 

8.  Starch. 

9.  Lignin. 

10.  Malate  of  lime. 

11.  Inorganic  salts  (nitrate  and  sulphate 
of  potassa,  and  chloride  of  potassium)  Hy 
incineration  yield  carbonates  of  potash, 
and  of  lime,  manganese  and  iron. 

2.  Analysis  nf  the  envelope  if  the  nucleus 
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rw^ifrtrp).— The  foHowingf  substances  were  Hypnpiw>«Mic  iicKi.--ThU   arid  is  tt 

found  bv  the  same  chemisU  in  the  covering  amorphous  solid,  insoluble  in  water  (eoU 

of  tlic  nucleus.  o*"  boiling),  ins«iluble  in  apther,  lolaUr  m 

1.  Mcuispemiine.  alkalies,  and  precipitable  from  iu  aolalioB 

2.  Paranieni^permine.  in  them  by  the  mineral  acids.     It  u  eo» 

3.  Yellow  alkaline  matter.  posed  of— 

4.  1 1  vpopicrotoxic  acid.  Carbon 64*14 

6.  ^ax.  Hydrogen    •  •       6  09 

6.  Starch.  Oxygen    29*17 

7.  Chlorophylle.  ^^  

8.  Resinous  matter.  99*40 

9.  Gum.  .                                             1.   ,   - 
Several  of  the  above-mentioned    sub.  This  composition  diffen  but  litUe  friMi 

stances  ha?e  not  hitherto  been  detected  in  that  of  picrotoxine. 

any  other  plants,  and  therefore  will  require  Phusiological  efecu.^^a.)    On  vtg^Mm. 

a  brief  notice.  A  solution  of  the  aqneous  extract  of  Coe- 

Picrotitxine.^This  is  a  white,  crystalline,  cuius  indicus  killed  a  bariool   plant  ia 

intensely  bitter  substance,  soluble  in  150  twenty-four  hours. 

parts  of  water  at  .07'^  F.,  in  2.5  parts  of  boil-  {b.)  On  animaU  generallti.   It  is  poisooons 

ing  water,  in  a  third  ofits  weight  of  alcohol,  to  all  animals:  at  least  it  has  been  fouad 

and  in  less  than  half  its  weight  of  aether,  to  be  p<)isonousto  dogs,  goats,  cows,enMo- 

It  is  insoluble  in  the  fixed  and  volatile  diles,  birds,  and  insects.  Goupil  considered 

oils;  but  it  is  w.luble  in  acetic  acid.     It  it  to  be  a  local  irritant ;  but  the  correctDea 

does  not  combine  wilh  acids,  but  forms  of  this  opinion  Is  denied  by  Or61a.    ^"hea 

combinations  with    alkalies.      It    seems,  introduced  into  the  stomach.  Its  irritant 

therefore,  to  be  an  acid,  though  a  feeble  effects  were  confined  to  the  pn»ductioa  of 

one.    It  is  composed  of—  nauitea    and  vomiting.      It  acts  on  the 

Carbon 60*96.  or  12  atoms  =  7200  fercbro- spinal  system,    cauaing   staggnw 

Hydrogen    ..    5*80  or   7  atoms  =    700  !"»»  ^r!™^*'"^^'^^^*"*^  ,^"'"\»;?t  "111 

Oiygen    ....  33-21  or    5  atoms  =  40*00  in»en«bility.    Goupil  «*tate.  *11  fish  who 

•''*                         '                        .-^_-  **^t  It  die, — roach  bemi?  killed  verT  ca<iir, 

10000                          11900  5«?[^1  ^'»<h  more  difficulty,     "rbe  hii. 

bel,"  we  are  told,  <*  is,  of  all  fish,  that 

The  poisonous  effects  of  the  nucleus  de.  whose  flesh  the  most  frequently  oocasioai 

pend  on  the  picrotoxine.  accidents  in  those  animals  who  cat  it,pr»- 

Menhpermine. — This  is  an  opaque,  white,  bably  because  these  fish,  taking  a  longer 

crystalline  substance,  soluble  in  alcohol  time  to  die,  the  poison  is  longer  subjected 

aiid   aether,  but  insoluble  in  water.     It  to  the  action  of  the  digestive  juices,  and  a 

fuses  at  248^  F.,  and  at  a  higher  tempera-  considerable  quantity  of  it  is  consequently 

ture  is  decomposed,  leaving  an  abundant  absorbed."    Orfila  says  Cocculus  indicus 

charcoal.     It  dissolves  in,  and  saturates  acts  like  camphor  on  the  nervous  system, 

acids ;  and  from  these  solutions   alkalies  and  principally  on  the  brain, 

precipitate  it.  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  (c.)  On  mau.     Its  effects  on  man  have 

has  little  action  on  it :  hot  nitric  acid  con-  not  been  accurately  ascertained.    Hill  says 

verts  it  into  a  yellow  resinous  substance,  three  or  four  grains  of  it  have  brought  oa 

and  oxalic  acid.      It  is  composed,  accord-  nauseas  and  faintings.     It  ia   freqnently 

ingto  Gay-Lussac,  of —  added   to  malt  liquors,  for   the  purpose 

Carbon    71-80.  or  18  atoms  =  108  ?f  increasing  their  intoxicatinjr  p^.weri; 

Hydrogen    ....    801,  or  12  atoms  =    12  but  from   some  accounts  which    I   have 

NiWen 957  or    1  atom   =    14  T  7     J i^'™*» """  ^/7^  ^^STk  "^  t;^ 

Oxygen   I0*o3  or    2  atoms  =    16  effects  of  beer  tli us  adulterated,  the  aeliea 

^^                  I                         appeared  to  be  rather  on  the   voluntaiy 

QQ.o]                             1/u)  muscles  than  on  the  intellectual  powers. 

The  operation   of  Picrt^axine  is  analo- 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  any  marked  gous    to,  though   stronger  than,  that  of 

action  on  the  animal  economy.  Cocculus  indicus.    Ten  or  twclre  graiaf, 

Parnmen'nqiermiue. — This  is  a  crystalline  ffiven  by  the  mouth,  are  sufficient  to  kill  a 

S4»Iid,  insoluble  in  water, scarcely  soluble  in  dog.     A  grain  and  a  half,  injected  into  the 

snther,  but  dissolving  readily  in  alcohol,  jugular  vein  of  a  dog,  killed  the  animal  in 

It  is  volatile,  and  may  be  sublimed  un-  twenty  minutes. 

changed.     It  does  not  saturate  acids,  and,  LV<. — Cocculus  indicus   is  rarely  em- 

therefore,  diffi-rs  in  this  res|  ect  from  the  ployed    in   medicine.      It  has,    however, 

preceding    substance.       Notwithstanding  been  used  as  an  external  application,  in 

this,  however,  its  composiiion  is  the  same .-  the  form  of  powder  or  ointment,  to  destrov 

hence  meniN]>ermine  and    paramenisper-  parasitic  animals,  (hence  the  Germans  call 

mine  are  isomeric  substances.  these  berries  litiue^rner  —  that   is,  Imm 
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gram$)y   and   in    some  skin  diseases,   as        Phytieal  characters,^The  o&cintLl  ioltI  or 

porrigo.  root   occurs  in   more  or  less  cylindrical 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  prohibitory  pieces,   sometimes    flattened    or    bluntly 

statutes  against  the  employment  ofCoccu-  angular.     Some  of  the  pieces  are  as  thick 

lus  indicus  in  brewing,  the  officer  just  as  a  child's  arm, — their  length  often  a 

alluded  to,  assures  me  he  has  frequently  foot  or  more  long.    Externally  they  are 

di«covered  this  poison  in  beer,  and  has  covered  with  a  dark  brown  rind  or  cortex, 

fined  the  parties  for  using  it     It  is,  how-  which   is    furrowed    longitudinally,  and 

ever,  now  commonly  empuiyed  in  the  form  wrinklea  transversely.    Toe  wrinkles  have 

of  powder  or  solution,  and  is  not  ^o  readily  very  miic^  the  appearance  of  large,  tlrans- 

recngnized.       He  also     referred    me    to  vcrsely  elungateu  lenticellas.    The  surface 

Morrice's  **  TreattMe  on  Brewings"  which  has  of  the  transverse  section  of  the  root  is  of 

passed  through  many  editions  (a  pro(»f  of  a  yellowish-grey  colour,   and   presents  a 

its  extensive  sale),  and  in  which  are  ffiven  number  of  concentric  circles  (the  annular 

fall  directions  for  the  employment  of  this  layers),  traversed  by  numerous  radiating 

drug.     In  the  manufacture  of  porter,  this  lines  (medullar?  rayO;  between  these  lines 

author  directs  31bs.  of  Cocculus  indicus  to  are  triangular  ounilles  of  woody  fibres  and 

be  added   to  every   10  quarters  of  malt,  ducts,— the  latter  are  large,  and  being  cut 

"  It  gives,"  says  this  rascal,  **  an  inebriat.  transversely,  constitute  the  numerous  boles 

ing  quality,  which  passes  for  strength  of  or  apertures  presented  by  the  cut  surface, 
liquor  ;**    and  he  also  says  it  prevents         The  number  of  concentric  circles  varies 

**  second  fermentation  in  bottled  beer,  and  with  the  age  of  the  root     The  fracture  of 

consequently  the  bursting  of  the  bottles  in  the  root  is  coarsely  fibrous.    The  taste  is 

warm  climates."  sweetish— aromatic,  afterwards  bitter  and 

AdminutratioH, — The  ointment  of  Cocca-  unpleasant  The  root  is  without  odour, 
lus  indicus  is  prepared  with  one  part  of  Substitution,  —  Kunze,  in  his  **  Pharma. 
the  powdered  berries  to  two  parts  lard,  ceutitehe  IVaarenhmde,^*  remarks,  that  **  on 
Jager  has  employed  in  the  same  cases  an  the  whole,  the  Pnreira  has  more  the  con- 
ointment  composed  of  ten  grains  of  picro-  dition  of  a  stem  than  of  a  root"  lo  the 
toxia  to  an  onnce  of  lard.  Medical   Gazette    for    September  24, 

Antidote, —  In  a  case  of  poisoning  by  1836,  we  are   told,  on  the  authority  of  a 

either  Coccnlus  indicus  or  picrotoxine,  the  highly  respectable  drug  firm,  that  a  spuri- 

first  object  is  to  expel  the  poison  from  the  ous   article  (probably    the  stem    of   the 

stomach ;  and  for  this  purpose  we  should  Pareira)  had   been   imported.     In  conse- 

•dminister  emetics.  quence  of  this  notice,  1  haveprocuredasam- 

No  antidote  is  known,  though  acetic  pie  of  it :  it  is  certainly  a  stem,  since  it 

acid  appeared  to  BouUay  to  diminish  the  has  a  distinct  medulla ;    while  the  cortex 

effect  of  picrotoxine.  is  partially  covered  with  a  yellowish  white 

crustaceous  lichen.     Its  age  must  be  about 

Ciaampelot  Parthrtu  seven  years,   since   it  has   seven   annual 

History, — The  root  of  this  plant  was  first  layers:     it    presents    the    same    circles, 

mentioned  by  Piso,  in   1658,  under  the  rays,    and    duct    apertures,    observed    in 

name    of  Caapeba.      It  was  introduced  the  genuine  pareira  root.     The  diame- 

into  Paris  in    1(>^  by   M.   Amelot,  the  ter  of   the  stem   is  nearly  three  inches. 

French  ambassador  at  Portugal.  Doubtless  its  efl*ects  are  similar  to  those 

It  is  usually  termed  Pareira  (Parreyra)  of  the    root,    though    from    the    larger 

hrava,  which  means  literally  teild  or  bastard  quantity  of  ligneous  tissue,  it  must  con. 

riAe,  on  account  of  its  supposed   resem-  tain   a  great  deal   of  inert  matter.    '*  It 

blance  to  the  root  of  the  wild  vine.    The  yields,"  we  are  told,  **  only  a  very  minute 

Germans  call  it  Grieswurul    (t.  e.  gravel  quantity  of  the  extract ;  and  the  decoction 

root),  on  account  of  its  beneficial  efiects  in  prepared  from  it,  according  to  the  usual 

stone  or  gravcL  formula,  has  only  a  slightly  bitter  taste. 

Botanical  history. —  Cissampelos   Pareira  instead  of  the  strong  bitter  of  the  decoc- 

is  a  climbing  shrub,  a  native  of  South  tions  of  the  root" 

America, — particularly  of  Jamaica,  Mar-         Chemical  eompantion. — The  only  analysis 

tiniqoe,   St  Domingo,  &c.    The  root  is  of  this  n>ot  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 

woody  and  branching.  ~  the  stem    round  is  that  of  Fenuelle,  made  some  years  since, 

and  smooth, — the  leaves  peltate,  subcor.  According  to  this  chemist,  the  constitn- 


date,  orato-orbiculate,  on  the  under  snr-  ents 

face  si  Iky  pubescent  (on  which  account,  1.  A  soft  resin. 

says  Dr.  Wright,  the  plant  is  called  velvet  2.  A  yellow  bitter  principle,  analogous 

Imf'.)    The  flowers  are  small,  yellow,  and  to  cathartin ;  soluble  in   alcohol  and  wa- 

dioBcious:  the  fruit  is  reniform,  hair^',nnd  ter,  and  precipitable  by  tincture  of  galls 

red.     In  the  Linnean  arrangement,  Cis-  or  subacetate  of  lead. 

sampelos  belongs  to  class  Diigeia,  order  3.  A  brown  colouring  matter. 

Mamadel/ikia,  4.  Vegeto-animal  matter. 
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5.  Fecula.  of  hyoicymmasi    and  in  tkoM  _ 

6.  Super  malate  of  lime.  which  there  is  a  deposit  of  the  trlole  , 

7.  Nitrate  of  potassa.  phates,  yoo  mav  also  add  some  or  the  «i- 

8.  Ammoniacal  and  mineral  salts.  riatic  or  dilated  nitric  acid.**    The  oOMit 
The  presence  of  starch",  or  fecnla,  in  this  which  is  now  an  officinal  pTcyaiatien,Mif 

root,  is  shown  by  the  action  of  iodine  on  be  used  either  alone  or  in  coignnctiaawitt 

it    The  infusion  is  precipitated  by  the  the  infosion.    A  Imcf  Mtv,  or  asmctfy  as  it  ii 

infusion  of  galls,  and  is  made  brown  by  sometimes  called,  has  been  prepaied  If 

the  chloride  of  iron.  digesting  one  part  of  the  root  in  ftre  parts 

The  active  principle  of  the  root  is  said  of  rectified  spirit.     It  is  reputed  diaiftiB 

to  be  the  yeUow  bitter  principle   above  and  anticatarrhal,  and  has  been  giT«  ia 

mentioned  :  but  the  presence  of  nitrate  of  doses  of  a  fluidrachm. 
potash  may    contribute    to  the  diuretic 

efiect    In  all  probability  the  yellow  bitter  au«ahtiace^. 

matter  is  a  mixture  or  compound  of  ?ari-         Two  genera  of  this  familj  reqnire  to  fe 

ous  principles.  noticed — ^namely,  Feronia  and  Citnu. 

Physiological  efectt.  —  I  am  acquainted  •    n    i. 

with  no  experiments  made  to  determine  Fenmta  EUphantum, 

the  eflects  of  tliis  root  in  the  healthy  state        This  is  a  large  tree,  found  in  most  parts 

of  the  body.     From  its  taste,  botanical  of  India.    It  belongs   to  class  DteaidnM, 

affinities,  and  eflects  in  diseases,  we  may  order  Mofiogynim,  in  the  Linnean  anaage* 

infer  it  to  possess  a  tonic  operation.  Occa-  ment.  From  the  stem  there  ex;odesa  gam, 

sionally  it  acts  as  a  diuretic.    It  has  been  which,  according  to  Dr.  Ainslje,is  ased  for 

supposed  to  exercise  a  specific  influence  medicinal  purposes  by  all  the  practitioncfi 

over    the    mucous  membrane  lining  the  of  Lower  India,  and  very  closely  mm- 

urinary  passages.    In  large  doses  it  is  said  hies  the  gum  of  the  Acacia,  commoaly 

to  be  aperient.  known  in  this  country  by  the  name  of  Gam 

Uses. — It  was  originally  introduced  into  Arabic, 
medicine  as  a  lithontriptic.     Its  powers  in        It  is  not  improbable,  therefore,   that 

this  wav  were  at  one  time  highly  vaunted,  part  of  the  gum  brought  to  ns  fhNn  Indis, 

and  Helvetius  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert  and  which  is  known  in  this  country  by  the 

that  calculi  the  size  of  an  olive  had  dis-  name  of  Eatt  Indian  Cum  /frabic^  may  be 

appeared  under  its  use,  and  that  the  opera-  the  produce  of  this  tree.     Farther  infbr- 

tion  for  lithotomy  was  no  longer  neces-  mation  on  this  point  is,  however,  required, 

sary !     We  now  employ  it  in  the  follow-  When  I  describe  the  Acacia  gam,  I  shall 

ing  cases : —  notice  that  brought  from  India. 

\.  A*  a  ionic  in  dytpefma,  where  there  are 
no  symptoms  of  gastric  irritation.  Cunu. 

2.'  In  discharges  from  the  uritio  genital  mu-         irnder  this  generic  name  is  included  s 

eous  membrane, — It  has  been  employed  in  considerable  number  of  plants.  Botanists 

gonorrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  and  chronic  in-  however,  are  not  <^uite  agreed  as  to  which 

flammation  of  the  bladder.    In  the  latter  of  these  form  distinct  species,  and  which 

of  these  diseases,  Sir  B.  Brodie  says  he  merely  varieties. 

has  seen  more  good  done  by  this  root  than         Characters  of  the  gmus.— The  plants  aze 

by  the  uva  ursi.    *<  I  am  satisfied,^  says  trees,  or  shrubs,  with  simple,  alternate, 

this  eminent  surgeon,  **  that  it  has  a  great  petiolated  leaves.    The  calyx  is  pitcher- 

influence  over  the  disease  which  is  now  shaped,  and  from  three  to  five  cleft ;  the 

under  consideration,  lessening  very  mate-  corolla  consists  of  from  five  to  eight  petals ; 

rially  the  secretion   of  the  ropy  mucus,  the  stamina  are  numerous  (from  twenty  to 

which  is  itself  a  very  great  evil,  and,  I  be.  sixty),  their  filaments  being  combined  into 

licve,  diminishing  the  inflammation  and  several  fasciculi,  and  their  anthers  bdog 

irritability  of  the  bladder  also."  oblong;  the  style  is  round,  the  stigma  ii 

Mode  o/'  administration. — This  root  may  hemispherical. '  The  fhiit  is  baccate,  with 

be  given  in  the  form  ot  powder,  in  doses  of  from  seven  to  twelve  many  seeded,  pulpy, 

half  a  drachm  or  a  drachm.    The  infusion  cells.     The  rind  of  the  Irait  is  considem 

of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  prepared  by  di-  by  DecandoUe  to  be  analogous  to  a  tonxs, 

gestingsix  drachms  of  the  root  in  a  pint  but  by  Mr.  Lindley  is,  perhaps  more  cor- 

(twenty  ounces)  of  boiling  water.     The  rectly,  regarded  as  the  union  of  the  epicarp 

dose  of  this  preparation  is  one  or  two  fluid  and  sarcocarp,  analogous  to  that  of  the 

ounces.    Sir  B.  Brodie  recommends  a  de-  drupe :  the  external  yellow  portion  of  the 

eoction  of  the  root,  which  he  directs  to  be  rind  is  termed  flavedo^  and,  by  the  Frencb, 

thus  prepared : — **  Take  half  an  ounce  of  ^este ;  in  it  are  found  the  vesicular,  oTrtmni 

the  root  of  the  pareira  brava ;  add  three  ed  receptacUs  (formed  by  the  dilatation  of 

pints  of  water ;  let  it  simmer  gently  near  the  intercellular  passages),  which  contaia 

the  fire  until  reduced  to  one  pint.    The  an  essential  oil.    The  internal  portion  sf 

patient  may  add  to  it  some  of  the  tincture  the  rind  is  white  and  spongy  -,  the  oeUs  of 
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odouT:  moreorer,  the;  uv  aaid  I 
■vaj'  imecti. 

Bj  distillation,  there  1«  obtained  ftnm 

the  riod  of  tfae  fruit  a  fragraot  ail  foUum 
Boeniiale  cilri),  lighter  than  that  proeared 
(Vom  the  lemon  ;    it  ii  emplojed  by  per. 
fumen. 
There  is  anoOicr  oil  met «    ' 

ctdra,  'and  in  mast  books  it  is 

tuted  to  be  identical  irtth  the  oil  of  ci 

It  has  the  combined  odour  of  the  citroD 

and  beriraioot.  Tt  iaemplojed  bf  perfamera. 

It  hiu  Uie  same  elementarj  eompositioa  aa 

tbe  essential  oil  ol^  lemoDi,  preMDtlj  to  ba 

mentioned. 

3.  Citnt  Lhtitla. 

This  species  is  characterized  hy  naked 

petioles)  otate,  round ish,  serrated  leaves j 

flowers   nilh  thirty   stamina  j    the   fVuil 


:s:^ 


(Gomnionly   termed   the  lime)  is  globose, 


Jiajba  rea- 
dily MparMted  from  each  other.  The  seeds 
Ve  ezalbninloDQS,  and  osuallj  show  ler; 
diallnctly  the  raphe  and  chalaza.  Thus,  on 
Ibe  eitemal  surface  of  an  orange  oriemon 
seed,  the  markings  of  (he  raphe  an  very 
erident,  and  when  the  external  rnat  of  the 
■ecd  ii  remored,  tbe  place  of  the  vhalaza 
(s  indicated  at  one  end  of  the  seed  by  the 
dark-colonred  spot  on  tbe  inner  coat. 

In  the  Linnean  arrangement,  the  plsnls 
of  this  gsnns  belong  to  class  PalyadtlfiHa, 
order  Pol^:dna.  The  officinal  species  are 
foar  in  number — namely, 

1.  Citrus  LimetUi  an 

3.  Citrus  I.imonnm. 

3.  Citrus  Aurantium. 

Bat  to  render  tbe  account  more  perfect, 
we  may  notice  another  species — namely, 
Citrus  medica.  I  shall  speak  of  them  in 
the  order  they  aredescribed  in  Decandolle'l 
Prodromua. 

1.  Ci<ru»  nuJica.— The  frnit  of  this  spe- 
riea  is  denominated  the  cjfron.  It  is  snp. 
posed  to  be  (he  iniKia  fitftur^of  Theophras- 
tns,  and  Ibe  sutut  Auyr^  tri  mtdica  at 
Pliny.  Risso  has  noticed  three  Turicties 
of  it. 

The  fallowing  are  the  distinguishing 
diaimcters  of  the  species: — The  pelinle* 
«ra  naked  ;  the  leares  are  oblong,  acute, 
and  very  finely  dentate;  the  Sowers  have 
forty  stamina  j  thelVuitis  oblong,  rugous, 
with  a  thick  rind,  and  a  slightly  acid 
Juice. 


Fic.  I5T.— Cilrw  Limttta ;  the  Limi. 

Risao  mentions  leren  rarieties :  one  of 
these  is  the  Berjumiun,  from  the  fiaTcdoof 
the  fruit  of  which  is  obuined  an  essential 
oil— the  tumci  or  oil  of  btrgamot  at  the 
■hops — called  in  the  Phannacopceia  tha 
Bieum  itrgamii.  This  oil  has  a  pule  yellow 
colour,  a  remarkable  odour,  and  a  specific 
gravity  of  0-8S3.  Its  elemenUry  composi. 
tion  is  similar  to  thai  of  the  essential  oil 
of  lemons.  It  is  used  in  medicine  (mlj 
on  accoontof  its  odoni. 

3.  Citrvi  Linonwvt. 

Pio.  IAS.— Cilru  Medica  ;  tht  Ciinn.  This  species  is  characterized  by  its  pe- 

tioles being  somewhat  winded.  Its  leavei 
Thoee  frnits  which  pnserre  tbeirpistilla  are  oblong,  acute,  and  dentate  i  its  flower* 
■!■  called  fitima:  they  are  sought  afler,  have  thlrtv-flce  stamina,  bnl  are  often 
i^ya  Kiaso,  by  the  /ews,  who  suspend  witfaont  nislilla;  the  fruit  (called  the 
tfaam  to  palms  at  tbe  feast  of  the  tatwr.  fnun)  is  oblong,  has  a  rery  thin  rind,  and 
■acle.  a  very  acid  juice. 

Tbe  leans  are  inteiposed  between  Uaen,        Risso  includes  no  less  thao  twenty-Bv« 
to  which  they  commanicate  a  bagrant    varieties  in  thi*  specie*. 
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This  compoaitlom  U  MMlana*  to  tbu 
of  the  oil  of  tnrpoittiie,  bat  iSe  iiwiibi 
llnd  ii  one  bait  Im.  TIm  oib  tietia, 
bergamat,  and  probably  of  orange,  ban  « 
similar  compMitlon. 

When  fajdrochloric  acid  ga<  i*  pM«J 

thronfib  thi>  oil,  a  crjmtalliiiB  conpaad 

ii  fiirmed,  wbicli  ha*  been  leniMd  art^K^ 

camphor  if  tit  amct  of'  lemoiu  at  ijtntUt- 

I  jV.       ^  ro(«  ofcitTou,     It  is  compoMd  of— 

^  /a^A  '"  ''•""■  (arbon 

V{  7^  S  aloms  hidrono 

V7^^\  1  alonnilorino  • 


maj  comider  i 


mipoiri 


Fid.  lA8._Citnu  Lii 


JJuZ^fnim. 


We  emploir  in  medicine  Ibe  rind,  the 
owenlial  oil  nblained  rrom  tbe  rind,  and 
the  juice.  From  the  latter  ii  procured 
Citric  acid. 

I.  FmtuIM  ail  ef  bmoii.  —  This  i»  the 
olnin   Vnumii  of  the    Liindon    PbartDBCo- 


It   i 


•    fniloi 


the 


._      __    .._.      _   theflavedL, 

nhich  \»  aftertiardi  expreiicd  in  bair  ucki. 
The  oil  vhich  is  Ihui  procured  is  receiied 
JD  flniilii,  where  it  is  allowed  to  deposit; 
It  in  then  decanted  and  filtered.  As  thus 
procured  the  oil  it  Terv  fragmnt,  but  nonie. 
itbsl  turbid,  and  liable  to  unden;o  change 
from  Iho  inucila)te  present.  It  may  be 
obUined  also  by  diilillatlon,  and  Ihe  oil 
is  then  more  permanent,  but  its  flaTuur  is 
lesi  pleaaaot  and  aircel ;  and  hence  tbis 
process  is  rarely  practised.  The  jircaler 
part  of  the  uil  of  commerce  is  broii^thl 
from  Portu){«l  and  Italy  ;  some,  hon-erer, 
is  prciciired  from  France, 

When  quite  pnre  it  is  colourlcn,  limpid, 
and  Ufa  fragrant  odour,  like  thai  ofiemons. 
In  specific  grarily  at  70"  F.  ia  0'R47.  It 
is  aolulile  in  all  pmpnrlionii  in  anhydrous 
alcohoii  it  boils  at  about  343°  F.  When 
the  ciiminercial  oil  is  cxlHwed  to  a  tempe- 
nlure  of  4°  F..  il  deposits  white  crystali, 
vhoac  nature  is  nol  knonn;  but  recliEed 
oil  does  not  thns  deposit. 

This  oil  is  compiiseii  of  two  other  iso- 
meric oils ;  one  {called  by  Duma^i  Ciitnt ; 
by  Blancbel  and  Sell  CilmHyV)  capable  of 
forming  a  crystalline  compound  n'llh  mu- 
riatic avid  j  the  other  oil  (called  CiiniU) 
docs  not  form  a  cryalalline  compoand  with 

According  to  the  analysis  of  Dumaa.  the 
oil  of  lemui  '    " 


This  oil  Is  employed  as  m  perfnme,  at  I 
flaiouriug  ingredient,  and,  wb«n  diatilM 
'iteonatitutes  theicmrtn^  dnfu  of  ibe  abufs, 
used  for  remoring  grease  spola  from  tilU 
and  other  textures.  It  is  leganM  u 
diaphoretic. 

3.  Ltmm  ptd.—lhi  carter  limriiiiaa  of  lb 
Pharmacopceia.  The  flaredo  of  thiiear- 
teiisorapaleycllowcoloar.roDKbfnMilte 
presence  of  the  ail  receptacles,  ofa  atnaj 
peculiaradour.and  an  aromatic bittniaile. 
The  inlemal  portion  of  the  corln  ii 
while,  spongy,  and  almost  without  udoar 
or  taite.  The  watery  infusion  of  leoM 
peel  bocomes  of  a  greentab  brown  euloor. 
on  Iheaddition  of  thecblnrideof  inn.  If 
waler  be  diatilled  from  Ihia  freelir,  we  i*- 
tain  the  tmler  of  lemm  /ml  of  the  Edio- 
burgh  Pharmacopceia,  which,  howefet,  is 
rarely  used  in  medicine.  I,emfln  peel  msy 
be  regarded  aa  a  stomachic  and  arooatM 
substsnce.  Il  is  employed  more  ai  i 
flavouring  ingredient  than  for  its  proper 
medicinal  effects.  It  ia  one  of  the  ingrrdi- 
enta  of  the  rimipn«rid  i^Juiim  h  mutgt  jml, 
and  of  the  ampaund  inJuiioH  ^^miHs. 

3.  I-rmmjuire  :  luecui  /iMnmn.— Leosa 
Juice  is  composed,  according  to   Pniail, 
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count  of  the  presence  of  mncillge 
nelire,  il  is  vei^'  apt  to  nndeigtii 
■aitiun,  Ibougb  tarioua  melbo* 
en  reacirlcd  la  for  tho  porpoa 
riing  it.  Aa  a  substitute  for  lamta 
!  may  employ  the  following:— 
r,  16  Quid  ounces. 
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Citrie  ttcid,  8}  drecbmfl,  found  in  Aconitum  Lycnctonnm,in  the  fruit 

Oil  of  lemon,  a  sufficient  qaantity,  to  of  the  Gooseberry  and  Capsicum,  in  the  root 

giro  it  th^roper  flavour.  of  Asaram  europapum,  rnd  the  tubers  of 

Lemon  juice  owes  its  medicinal  proper-  Helianthus  tuberosus     Citrate  of  lime  is 

Ues  to  the  citric  acid  contained  in  it :  it  is  >"««  with  in  Asarum  europKum  (Salanum 

refrigerant,  and   when   pniperly   diluted,  tuberosum)  and  also  m  the  bulbs  of  Gar- 

and  slightly  sweetened,  is  a  most  agreeable  "«,  and   the    herbaceous   part   of   Isatis 

and  refreshing bcTerage.  tinctoria.           ,...,.,-        ,. 

The  only  officinal  preparation  of  this  ,    PrtTwration --It  is  obtained  from  lime  or 

juice  is  the  tyrup  of  lemont  of  the  Pharma-  '«™on  juice,  the  latter  of  which  is  imported 

copceia.  ^^^^  ^'^^  purpose  in  pipes  and  hog^shcads. 

IsL  in  the  preparation  of  refrigerant  drinks.  This  juice,  placed  in  a  large  vat,  is  saturated 

—Thus  it  is  added  to  barley  water,  or  it  is  with  chalk  or  whiting.     The  supernatant 

mixed  with  sugar  and  water,  to  form  the  liquof  »»  then  drawn  off,  the  precipitate 

beverage  called    lemonade  (the    hydroU  de  (citrate  of  lime)  passed  through  a  sieve, 

citrons  of  the    French     pharmacologists),  and  frequently  washed  with   warm  water. 

The  proportions  of  the  ingredients     for  «"»>!  the  mucilage  and  other  soluble  im- 

making  this   latter  compound    are    two  purities  be  entirely  washed  off.  The  citrate 

lemons  sliced,  two  ounces  of  sugar,  and  of  l»">e  »«  then  decomposed  by  sulphuric 

two   pints  of  boiling  water:  digest  until  acid  diluted  with  water  ;  sulphate  of  lime 

cold.     These  drinks  are  most  refreshing  separates,    and    citric    acid    remains    in 

and  grateful  in  febrile  and  inflammatory  solution.    The  clear  solution  is  then  to  be 

diseases,  in  h»m«>rrhages,  &c.  evaporated  (manufacturers  use  for  this  pur- 

8.    in    the  formation    of  the    effervescing  P«>R<?  leaden  boilers),  and  the  coiiecntrated 

draught.— A   table-spoonful,  or  lour  fluid  solution  set  aside  to  crystallize.    To  purifV 

drachms,  of  lemonjuice,  are  about  e<iual  the  acid  the  crystals  are  to  be  rc-dissolved, 

to  seventeen  grains  of  crystallized  citric  and  the  solution  again  put  by  tocrystal- 

or  tartaric  acid.    The  effervescing  draught  *»ze;  this  process  is  to  be  repeoted  until 

made    with   lemon-juice,    or  citric    acid  the  crjstals  have  the  requisite  degree  of 

and  bicarbonate  of  potash,  is  one  of  the  whiteness.           ...                         .,    . 

best  remedies  we  possess  for  allaying  irri-  Prnpertus.  —  Anhydrous  citnc   acid   is 

tmbility  of  the  stomach.  ^l»tc  and  odouriess,  and  strongly  reddens 

3.    M  an  antisearbutie,    lemon-juice  has  litmus.     It  consists  of— 

long  been   regarded  as   invaluable.     On        4  atoms  carbon 24 

account,  however,  of  the  difficulty  of  pre-        2  atoms  hydrogen 2 

■ervinff  it,  the  crystallized  citric  acid  and        4  atoms  oxygen 32 

oil  of  lemons  are  usually  substituted.     Sir  — 

Gilbert  Blane  says,  <*  those  only  who  have  58 

made  themsclrcs  acquainted  with  thceariy  The  primary  form  of  crystallized  citric 

part  of  the  naval  history  of  this  country,  acid  is  the  right  rhombic  prism.     Those 

or  those  who  have  perused  the  interesting,  crystals  which  are  pn>curcd  by  the  cooling 

popular,  arid  eloquent  narrative  of  Com-  of  a  hot  soIuli<m  of  the  acid  consist  of— 

modore  Anson's  voyage,  can  duly  appre-  ,            anhydrous  citric  acid  ....  58 

date  the  value  of   this  simple  remedy"         ^  ^^^^  ^^^J^ ^ 

(lemon- juice).  

4>  As  an  antidote  to  poisons, — In  cases  of  ^. 
poisoning  by  alkalies,  the  vegetable  acids 

are  the  antidotes,  and  the  most  convenient  Berzelius  savs  that  the  crystals  of  com- 

and  easily  procurable  acidulous  substances  merce,  formed  by  spontaneous  evaporation, 

are  commonly   vinegar  and  lemon-juice,  usually  contain  one-third  of  an  atom  of 

In   poisoning  by  narc:otic  substances,  as  water  more  than  is  here  stated, 

opium, aAer  the  poison  has  been  evacuated  The  crystals  absorb   moisture   from    a 

from   the    stomach,  lemon-juicc   may   be  damp  atmosphere;  and  Dumas,  therefore, 

given  to  counteract  the  effects.  is  in  error  when  he  says  they  are  unaltera- 

Citricacid:  Hii/ory — This  acid  was  first  ble  in  the  air.     When  they  are  distilled 

procured  in   the   solid  state  by   Schecle,  in  a  retort,  they  yield  amoug  other  pro- 

in  I78L    Mixed  with  little  or  no  malic  ducts  an  acid  liquor,  from  which  has  been 

aeid,  it  is  found  in  the  fruit  of  the  I^eraon,  procured  a  peculiar  substance  called  pyro- 

Orange,  Citron,   Dulcamara,  Dog   Hose,  citric  acid. 

Bird  Cherry,  red  Whortleberry,  and  Cran-  Characteristics. — A  solution  of  citric  acid 

berry.     Mixed  with  about  an  equal  quan-  does  not    produce    any   precipitate  with 

tity  of  malic   acid,  it   is   found  in   the  lime  water:  hence  it  may  be  readily  dis- 

Gooseberry,  red  Currant,  Bilberry,  Pyrus  tinguishcd  from  a  solution  of  oxalic  acid. 

Aria,  Cherry,  Strawberry,  Raspberry,  and  From  tartaric  acid  it  may  be  distinguish- 

Clondberry.      According  to  Vauquclin  it  ed  by  its  not  forming  a  crystalline  precipi- 

exists  in  the  Tamarind,  mixed  with  malic  tate  when  an  excess  of  it  is  added  to  a 

and  tartaric  acids.    Citrate  of  potash  is  solution  of  carbonate  of  potash.    It  forms 
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with  barytic  water  a  white  precipitate  tained  add  caatioDtlj  a  aolatkNi  of  l^ 

(citrate  of  barytas),  soluble  in  excess   of  nate  of  potash,  taking  can  tlial  tka 

acid.    Wih  a  solution  of  acetate  of  lead  it  be  in  excess.    If  any  tait^gle  acid  ba  fm- 

also  causes  a  white  precipitate  (the  citrate  sent,  a  white  cnrstaliine  precipitata  (hUv> 

of  lead.)  trate  of  potash)  is  formed. 

Adulteration.  —  Not  un(Vequently  citric  Saturating  powcr.-i-As   Uiis   add  ia  Dn- 

acid  is  adulterated  with  tartaric  acid ;  this  quently  employed  in  the  making  of 

is  especially  the  case  when  it  is  s«>ld  in  a  Tesciug  mixtures,  it  may  not  be  bmL. 

pubercnt    form.       The    fraud    may  be  mention  the  qnantities  of  the  alkaliaa 

easily  discovered  :   dissolre  the  suspected  bonates  necessary  to  saturate  it. 
acid  in  water,  and  to  the  solution  thus  ob. 

^*^"a™[^°'.'f.?f.!'°.'°.°"'?.T!"  i  "  K^^  «»t'«c  arid. 

Oft  a^;«.  «/  J    Carbonate  of  potash 17    ditto. 

-w  grains  or  <    Bicarbonate  of  potash 14    ditto. 

Carbonate  of  soda nearly  10    ditto. 

Sesquicarbonateofsoda,  rather  more  16}  ditto. 

Phywlogical  effects :  (u.)  On  vegetables-'^ 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  exi>eri- 
ments  made  with  citric  acid  on  ref^etablcs ; 
but  its  effects  arc  doubtless  analogous  to 
those  of  tartaric  acid,  to  be  noticed  here- 
after. 

(jb.)  On  anintals  generally. —  Oifila  ranks 
citric  acid  among  the  irritant  poisons;  but 
Drs.  Christison  and  Coindet  gare  drachm 
doses  to  cats»  without  obscrfing  that  the 
animals  suffered  any  inconvenience. 

(c.)  Or  man.— -We  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  effects  of  large  quantities  of  this 
acid  on  man.  DissfHrcd  in  water,  and 
taken  in  moderate  doses,  its  effects  are 
analogous  to  those  of  the  dilute  mineral 
acids  before  mentioned;  that  is,  it  allays 
thirst,  diminishes  preternatural  heat, 
checks  profuse  sweating,  and  promotes  the 
secretion  of  urine.  Vogt  says  it  acts  more 
on  the  skin  than  tartaric  acid  (in  this 
respect  being  similar  to  acetic  acid),  and 
less  on  the  alimentary  canal  and  urinary 
organs.  Continued  use  gives  rise  to  disor- 
ders of  the  digestive  organs. 

Uses. — The  uses  of  citric  acid  are  the 
same  as  those  of  lemon  juice  already  men- 
tioned, and  for  which  it  is  employed  as  a 
substitute.  A  solution  of  citric  acid  has 
also  been  used  as  a  solvent  for  opium,  by 
Pr.  Porter,  of  Bristol. 

4.  Citrus  Aurantium. 

The  essential  characters  of  this  species 
are,  petioles  nearly  naked;  leaves  ovato- 
oblong  and  acute;  flowers  containing 
twent?  stamina;  fruit  (the  common  noeH 
orange)  globoae,  with  a  thin  cortex  and 
sweet  pulp. 

Risso  ennmerates  no  less  than  nineteen 
varieties. 

Tlie  leaves  of  the  orange-tree  are  feebly 
bitter,  and  contain  a  volatile  oil.  They 
have  been  used  in  the  form  of  powder,  or 
infbsion,  in  spasmodic  diseases.  Distilled 
with  water,  they  vield  a  very  fragrant  oil, 
called  the  cuenor  <m  petU  grain,  t  ormerly, 
the  oil  sold  under  this  name  was  procured 


Fig.  ]d9. —  Citrus  Aurantimm  ;  cW  Oramgt, 

from  unripe  oranges,  bntyaathoa  <ibcaiacd, 
it  is  very  subject  to  decompose. 

Oranffc  flowers  {flottt  anraaru)  are  now 
officinal  articles.  According  to  BooUs; 
they  contain  a*tberial  ciiL  ycUc»«,  bitter, 
extractive,  gum,  acetic  acid,  and  acetate  uf 
lime.  They  yield,  by  distillation,  a  vcrr 
fragrant  oil,  called,  by  perfumers,  tbr  ^ 
of'Nerolij  but  which  is  termed,  in  thePhar- 
macopcria.  oleum  auramtiL  The  cssnct 
de  petit  grain,  being  much  cheaper,  is  frr- 
quently  substituted  for  it.  'The  oil  of 
Neroli  is  used  in  medicine,  on  aeeooai  of 
its  flavour. 

The  small  fi[ieen  fmita  of  the  ofaafe- 
tree,  which  fall  during  the  great  heals  sf 
the  summer,  are  careftiUy  colkctcd  aai 
dried.  They  form  the  ormngt  Iwrrin,  tk 
baee/e  aurantii  of  the  old  PhanaacopoiL 
Their  size  does  not  exceed  that  oC  a 
cherry;  their  colour  ia  dark  grtyiak  et 
greenish  brown:  they  have  aa  arsaa- 
tie  odour  and  bitter  tasliL  Whm 
smoothed  b^  a  lathe,  thej  maalitelttkt 
iuue  peoM  oi  the  shops :  they  art  pnivfid 
to  ordinary  peas  for  keeping  ap  thi  dis- 
charge of  an  issue,  on  aeeonat  U  ihcirplM- 
santodour.  An  inAukmof  ow^ehflrisi 
is  rendered  green  by  the  chloride  efim: 
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n  froia  tlie  pretmce  of  Mms  gallic 
'wo  aaaljus  of  them  hare  been 
me  ty  Lebreton,  tha  other  by 
.  Tbe  bitBr  mMter  is  oiled,  bj 
er  chemiat,  .luRinfiiii.  Lebreton 
of  B  erfslalline  mailer  which  be 
f^wmJiii,  and  which  appenra  iden. 
;h  what  Brandea  colled  a  ptculhr 
ryUalluatU  mbtlanci. 
-ine  fruil  of  the  sweel  orange  is 
ither  for  its  rind  or  in  acid  fulce. 
d  is  ordered  in  some  pliarmaco- 
hough  not  in  that  of  London.  It 
3  Ionic  and  arnmalic,  principally 
>ritsflaiour.  "  Large  quantities," 
editors  of  the  United  Stales  Dii- 
fjf,  "  are  tomelimea  protluctire  of 
f,  especially  in  children,  in  n-hom 


Ml 

maj'  be  gifen  in  wiMiMt,  la  dosei  of  half 
a  dracbm  to  a  drachm.  The  eemptuad  in- 
ftiiion  may  be  siTen  in  ounce  doau;  tb« 
can/Mlun  laasnally  employed  As  an  adjnnct 
to  lODici  or  pnrnitites;  tbe  rincliin  to  « 
naeful  QaTorlng  Ingredient,— as  is  alio  tho 
lynp. 
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Bt   PanFEsaoE   Qbateb. 
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erfumer)  is  obtained  from  the  outer 

■uia  of  tlu  $«M  enngt  consists  of 
ixed  with  some  malic  acid,  citrate 
.  mucilage,  albuinea,  sugar,  and 
It  is  a  rery  refreshing  and  grate- 
rage  in  febrile  complaints, 
ecds  yield  by  exprcsaioil  a  bland 


,lgariK 


s,  a 

leliolea  of  this  spi 
ea  are  elliptical,  acute,  ana  crenu- 
le  flowers  have  20  stamina^  the 
;rmed  the  Snillt  nr  hiiler  orangt)  is 
.  with  a  thin  and  scabrous  cortex, 
ittet  acrid  pulp. 


Biofit 
d  of  tbe  Sevilla  orange 
uianiii)  ii  directed  in  the  London 
Lcopceia.  It  is  much  more  bitter 
le  rind  of  tbe  sweet  orange,  and 
«  ma;  be  regarded  as  more  power- 
mic.  It  ia,  bowerer,  principally 
Ml  on  account  of  its  nannir.    It 


Scarlatina  Kilhuiit  rrtipiioa,  foUactd  twtaith. 
ilanding  by  da^uamalum  —  Tlu>iig)iU  At 
Iht  nalun  of  daquamalien^LateBt  Scarla- 
lina,  folhtttd  by  Aiiaiarca—Onirral  priH 
pailion  nmclii}g  Ihi  lympUmu  of  animal 
jwiimu — Morbid  apptarunca  after  Jtlirium 
tnjrtmr — Trralmnl  in  nniictpdljcn  of  eere- 
brat  symplmu — Grnit  admnHigi  of  Wiiltn 
Jadicimuli)  entpiaytd — A'glici  d/  tin  old  bumU 
of  btiMttiiog, 
Befobb  I  refame  the  thread  of  my  die- 
CDune,  permit  me  to  mentiun  some  curious 
facts  recenLy  obacrred.  Dr.  Hanh  and  I 
attended,  not  long  since,  a  lady  who  had 
been  affected  for  some  days  with  feier  and 
■ore  throat.  She  bad  no  eruption  on  any 
part  of  her  body,  but  from  the  character  of 
the  feter,  and  the  peculiar  appeaiance  of 
the  throat,  we  luapected  ahe  was  labouring 
under  an  attack  of  scarlatina.  Her  family 
were  rery  anxious  to  aacertain  the  precise 
nature  of  her  complaint  j  and  I  riaited 
her  twice  a  day  for  the  first  four  or  Gre 
days  of  her  illocaa,  carefnlly  examining 
the  ikin  at  each  rlsit,  but  could  not  dis- 
coter  the  illghteat  (race  of  au  enoreecenee 
of  any  deicriplion.  She  continued  fbr  sa- 
reral  days  to  auBer  from  tbe  feier  and  nre 
throat,  and  was  at  one  timein  adangennis 
condition,  but  nltimately  recorered  by 
great  care  and  tbe  nie  of  appropriate  n- 
mediea.  Now  I  watched  thia  case  from 
the  sixth  hour  after  its  commencement  to 
Its  termination,  and  repeatedly  examined 
the  akin,  particularly  that  of  Ifae  breast, 
abdomen,  and  inside  of  (be  knee  ana 
elbow  joints,  place*  In  which  tbe  emption 
ahewt  itaelf  when  it  appear*  at  all,  bat 
could  not  discoTer  any  Testige  of  It  Ton 
will  oAm  find  a  difiosed  redoew  aboat 
tbe  bneea  and  elbows.  In  ca*e«  where  tlw 
eraptioQ  does  not  appear  mi  any  otfaai 
part  of  the  body;  but  in  thia  Instanea 
there  was  not  the  slightest  derlalion  ftnm 
(he  natural  hue.  Yet  the  roanlt  prored 
that  it  was  fcarlatinaj  foe  the  daeqaaaa- 
tioQ  of  the  cuticle,  which  alwm  UloBd* 
thia  diieMe,  took  place,  and  thaUdy  com. 
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municated  the  infection  to  levenil  mem-  other  period  of  the  disease.    This  if  it 

bera  of  the  family.    A  young  gentleman  least  the  popular  idea ;  bow  tree  it  wmj 

residing  in  the  house  got  a  bad  attack  of  be  mv  experience  or  observmtion  does  vol 

scarlatina,  two  of  the  serrants  were  also  enable  me  to  decide ;  dor  am   I  piepaisd 

attacked,  and  the  lady's  father  got  sore  to  offer  any  thing  like  an  explanatioB  of 

throat ;  in  fact,  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  the  occurrence.     All   I   shall  say  ob  the 

to  the  nature  of  the  disease.    During  her  present  occasion  is,  that  the  oocnrmicc  of 

convalescence  she  had  desquamation    of  desquamation  of  the  cuticle    in  typhoi, 

the  cuticle ;  and  this  is  a  point  to  which  I  and  in  cases  of  scarlatina  withont'  enm- 

would    particularly  call   your  attention,  tion,  has  greatly  altered  mv  ideas  as  to  ibc 

Wc  are  taught  to  look  upon  desquamation  connexion  between  it   and  cutaneous  ia- 

as  the  result  of  cutaneous  affections  of  an  flammation.     1  think,  at  least,  that  tlif 

inflammatory  character;  and  it  is  an  opi-  process  of  desquamation  in  snch  cases b 

nion  very  generally  maintained,  that  in  very  different  from  inflammation,  and  tlist 

scarlatina,  as  in  psoriasis,  the  peeling  off  the  morbid  action  of  which  desquamatioo 

of  the  cuticle  depends  on  a  peculiar  state  is  the  result,  has  very  little  in  comame 

of  the  skin  produced  by  inflammation.     It  with  the  ordinary  process  of  inflammatioa 

is  stated  that  the  increased  vascularity  of  of  the  cutaneous* surface, 

the  skin  occasi<ms  a  morbid  secretion,  and  A  gentleman  who  is  in  the  habit  of  st- 

subseqnent  detachment,  of  the  epidermis,  tending  my  lectures  informs  me  tint  be 

and  that  the  same  phenomenon  is  observed  has  seen  three  cases  of  this  form  of  scarls- 

in  all  cutaneousaffectionsof  an  inflamnaa-  tina,  characterized  by  the  absence  of  the 

tory  character.    This  may  be  generally,  external  eflloresccnce.     They  occurred  is 

but  not  universally,  true ;  for  here  we  had  young  persons,  after  pabertv,  and  betwcrn 

an  extensive  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  the  ages  of  15  and  25.    Each  of  these  ca%ei 

without  any  eruption,  without  any  pre-  exhibited  a  considerable  degree  of  ftrvfr, 

vious  redness,  pain,  or  remarkable  heat ;  with  increased  quickness  of  pulse,  thint, 

in  fact,  without  any  of  the   phenomena  heat  of  skin,  diminution  of  the  oriosrr 

which   arc  regarded   as  constituting   in*  secretion,  and,  after  the  6rst  or  secunil 

flammation.     This  seems  to  pn>ve  that  day,  much  depression,  which  continued  fur 

there  is  something  more  than  inflamma-  two  or  three  days,  and  then  yielded  to 

tion    concerned,   as   preparatory   to   that  treatment.     The  tongue  was   moist,  hot 

process    which   is   termed  desquamation,  pointed,  tremulous,  red,  and  injected.  The 

and  that  the  change  which  the  skin  un-  velum,  isthmus  faucium,  tonsils,  and  sp- 

dergoes  is  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  mere  per  part  of  the  pharynx,  were  somevliat 

consequence  of  inflammati<m  occupying  swollen,  and  of  a  very  pecoliar  darl[-rrd 

the  external  surface  of  the  corium.  colour,    the  redness  being  general,   and 

Another  curious  fact  observed  in  this  equally  diffused  over  the  whole  of  tbs 

lady's  case :  since  the  attack  which  I  have  upper  part  of  the  pharynx  as  far  as  it  coold 

just  described  she  has  been  shedding  her  be  examined.      But  the  following  rate, 

nails;  that  is  to  say,  the  nails  of  the  fin-  which  was  very  lately  communicated  to 

gers  arc  all  dropping  off,  and  yet  there  is  me  by  a  practitioner  of  very  great  emi- 

no  appearance  of  inflammation  of   any  nence  in  this  city,  is  still  more  cnrioof. 

kind  about  the  hands  to  explain  the  oc-  Some  years  ago  scarlatina  broke  out  ia 

currence.     You  are,  of  course,  all  aware  this  gentleman's  family,  and  attacked  all 

that  the  dropping  off  of  the  nails  is  a  spe-  his  children   with   the   exception  of  one 

cics  (»f  desquamation.     Fn)m  the  peculiar  young  lady,  who,  although  in  constant  st- 

structure  of  the  nail,  and  the   mode  in  tendance  on  her  sisters  during  their  illnrM, 

wbirh  it  is  formed  in  the  matrix,  it  does  did  not  exhibit  any  symptoms  whatsoerer 

not  drop  off  at  once  like  a  scale  of  epider-  of  the  disease.     Wnen  all  the  children  had 

mis;  still   I   think  we  are  authorized  in  become  convalescent, the?  were  removed  to 

looking  upon  the  shedding  of  the  nails  as  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  air,  whither 

a  species  of  dcsiiuaroation.     This  affords  a  she  also  accompanied  them.    Here  she  wsi, 

very  curious  subject  for  investigation,  as  much  to  the  astonishment  of  her  family, 

connected  with  the  history  of  fever.     It  is  attacked  by  the  peculiar  anasarca  obsened 

an  opinion  entertained  by  many  persons,  in   persons  who   have    recently  laboured 

that  desquamation  of  the  skin  takes  place  under  scarlatina.   Her  father,  under  whose 

at  a  particular  period  of  typhus,  and  that  observation  she  had  been  during  the  whole 

this  is  not  an  occasional,  or  varying,  but  time,  was  very  much  struck  with  the  oe- 

a  constant  and  general,  phcnomenim.  This  currence;  he  paid  particular  attention  to 

statement    has    bceu   put   forward    most  the  case,  and  feels  convinced  that  it  was 

strongly  by  Dr.  Perry,  of  Glasgow;  and  the  result  of  latent  scarlatina.     This  case, 

he  is  also  of  opinion,  that  the  period  in  connected  with  those  already  detailed,  aie 

which  typhus  is  most  contagious,  is  during  of  great  interest  in  a  general  pathologicsl 

the  desquamation  of  the  cuticle.    It  is  also  point  of  view.     They  ap]>ear  to  prove  tbs 

asserted,   that  scarlatina  is  more  couta.  fact,  that  in  5i>me  instances  diseases  pro- 

gious  during  desquamation  than  at  any  duccd  by  contagion  do  not  give  rise  to  the 
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whole  tndn  of  pbenomena  by  which  they  lirer  and  spleen, during  the  cold  stage  of  in- 
are  ordinarily  cnaracterized.  termittent;  and  we  have  endeafour^  to  ex- 
Let  OS  turn  for  a  moment  to  some  of  plain  the  subcutaneous  oedema  which  fn|. 
those  diseases  caused  by  the  action  of  ant-  lows  scarlatina,  by  attributing  it  to  pre- 
mal  po^ns  on  the  system,  as  for  instance  rious  inflammation  of  the  skin  and  sub- 
meaues.  Tbe  symptoms  which  generally  cnitaneous  cellular  tissue ;  but  the  obserra- 
atlend  and  characterize  measles  are  uni-  tions  and  facts  which  I  have  now  brought 
Tersally  known.  After  an  attack  of  fever,  forward  will  show  that  these  opinions  were 
on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  coryza,  sneez-  founded  on  erroneous  ideas.  Turning  to 
ing,  hoarseness,  and  cough,  are  complained  cases  of  chronic  disease,  we  find  in  some, 
of,  and  then  a  rash  appears,  6rst  nn  the  as  for  instance  syphilis,  that  the  poison 
fiice,  and  afterwards  on  the  body  and  limbs,  taken  into  the  system  gives  rise  in  most 
But  it  is  not  necessary  that  all  these  cases  to  a  determinate  order  of  symptoms, 
aymptoms  should  appear,  and  that  the  se>  «.  g.  bubo,  sore  throat,  eruptions  on  the 
qnence  of  morbid  phenomena  should  be  skin,  nodes,  and  syphilitic  cachexy.  Mr. 
uninterrupted  throughout;  on  the  con-  Hunter  has  been  at  great  pains  in  deter- 
trary,  it  frequently  mippens  at  particular  mining  the  order  of  the  parts,  and  point- 
periods,  and  in  certain  constitutions,  that  ing  out  the  tissues  which  are  successively 
aome  of  the  most  usual  symptoms  are  afiecied,  and  it  is  of  considerable  import- 
acarcely  observed,  or  altogether  absent.  9 nee  to  have  correct  notions  on  this  point; 
Yon  will  find  this  point  insisted  on  by  bat  although  the  number  and  order  of 
Dr.  Bateman,  who  has  given  a  detailed  symptoms  marked  out  by  Mr.  Hunter  and 
description  of  a  form  of  measles  in  which  others  maybe  observed  in  most  cases,  they 
the  catarrhal  -symptoms  are  wanting,  and  are  not  so  in  all ;  and  the  same  remark 
which  he  has  termed  Rubeola  sine  catarrho.  which  has  been  made  on  the  occasional 
The  same  remark  applies  to  many  other  absence  ofone  or  more  important  symptoms 
forms  of  disease.  Thus  we  may  have  in  scarlatina  will  apply  with  equal  force 
pneumocia  without  cough,  and  pleuritis  to  syphilis.  Now  and  then  the  morbid 
without  pain  in  the  side.  Those  who  poison  which  .  excites  syphilis  does  not 
have  witnessed  the  course  of  the  late  epi-  affect  the  constitution  in  such  a  manner  as 
demic  cholera  in  this  country,  will  recol-  to  occasion  the  production  of  all  the  symp. 
lect  that  many  cases  occurred  in  which  toms  which  usually  characterize  this  dis- 
Tomiting,  purging,  or  cramps,  were  not  ease,  and  thus  a  variety  of  venereal  is 
observed.  formed,  which  often  proves  a  source  of 
If  we  turn  to  fever,  we  find  that  great  embarrassment  not  only  to  the  young 
tbe  animal  poison  to  which  it  owes  and  inexperienced,  but  even  to  the  senior 
its  origin  generally  exhibits  a  certain  members  of  the  profession, 
nnmber  of  symptoms,  congregated  to-  It  is  of  great  consequence,  in  a  practical 
gether,  or  observing  a  determined  order  point  of  view,  to  bear  in  mind  the  general 
and  succession ;  and  these  we  meet  with  proposition  I  have  announced,  viz.  that  in 
in  most  of  the  cases  which  come  before  us  both  acute  and  chronic  diseases  a  comtHw 
in  practice.  But  we  now  and  then  see  tional  affection  may  dUplay  its  exUtence  by  only 
fever  patients  in  whom  one  or  more  of  the  one  or  two  rf  the  numerous  symptoms  which 
most  prominent  symptoms  are  absent,  usually  accompany  it ;  and  this  occurrence 
Thus  occasionally  there  is  no  quickness  of  seems  more  frequent  in  the  case  of  diseases 
pulse  or  appearance  of  vascular  excite-  produced  by  contagion  and  morbid  animal 
ment ;  in  some  there  are  no  cerebral  or  vegetable  poisons,  than  in  the  case  of 
symptoms ;  in  others  no  increase  in  the  maladies  generated  by  causes  developed  in 
temperature  of  the  skin.    Indeed,  I  might  Uie  system  itself. 

go  through  the  whole  group  of  symptoms  I  spoke  at  my  last  lecture  of  a  man 

which  accompany   fever,  and  show  that  named  Cassels,  who  died  in  the  fever  ward 

almost  every  one  of  them  may  be  occa*  with  symptoms    of  cerebral  excitement, 

alonally  absent,  and  yet  the  fever  of  a  and  stated  that  I  regretted  having  omitted 

severe   and  dangerous  type.    I  recollect  to  leech  his  head,  and  prescribe  tartar 

pointing  out  to  the  class  last  year  the  case  emetic  in  the  form  of  enema.     Since  that 

of  a  man  labouring  under  chronic  enlarge-  time  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  exa- 

ment  of  the  spleen.    He  had  been  working  mining  his  body,  and  tne  results  of  the 

for  two  or  three  seasons  in  some  of  the  dissection  are  well  worthy  your  attentive 

manhy    districts    of  England,  and  had  consideration.     He  was  a  young  man  of  a 

been  occasionally  ill,  hut  never  had  symp-  robust  habit  and  apparently  good  con- 

toms  of  regular  intermittent;   in  fact,  he  stitution,  and  laboured  under  the  ordinary 

bad  escaped   the  intermittent  itself,- but  form  of  maculated  typhus.    Shortly  after 

not  what  are  usually  deemed  the  conse-  his  admission  he  was  attacked  with  de- 

qaences  of  it.    We  have  been  in  the  habit  lirium,  which  was  soon   afterwards  fol* 

of  explaining  the  enlargement  of  the  spleen  lowed  by  coma  and  death.    Now,  suppose 

by  referring  it  to  the  conflux  of  blood  to-  you    were   called  to  see  a   patient,  not 

wards  the  internal  organs,  particularly  the  labouring  under  typhus,  but  exhibiting  a 
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similmr  train  of  symptoms,— that  is  to  sar, 
Tiolent  delirium,  accompanied  by  flushing 
of  the  face,  suffusion  of  the  eyes,  headache, 
and  a  tendency  to  get  out  of  bed — in  fac^ 
a  state  of  furious  excitement  requiring  the 
restraint   of  the    strait  waistcoat, — what 
idea  would  yon  be  likely  to  form  of  the 
condition  of  the  brain  ?     If  a  patient  of 
this  kind  had  no  typhoid  symptoms,  you 
would  certainly  say  that  he  was  labouring 
under  meningitis  or  cerebritis  ;  and  if  the 
case  proved   fatal,  you  would  naturally 
ex}>ect  to  find  lesions  of  the  brain  fully 
sufficient  to  account  for  all  his  symptoms. 
And  you  would  in  all  probability  find  ex- 
tensive thickening  of  the  membranes  of 
the  brain,  with  subarachnoid  effusion,  or 
you  would  discover  softening,  increased 
vascularity,  and  suppuration  of  the  ence- 
phalic masA.    But,  here,  a  man  in  fever 
exhibits  all  the  symptoms  of  cerebral  in. 
flammation ;  the  cerebral  affection  runs  on 
to  a  fatal  termination  with  gpreat  rapidity ; 
he  dies  comatose.     And  what  do  we  find 
on  dissection  ?      Doubtful  signs  of  con- 
gestion, and  no  distinct  evidence  of  in- 
flammation ;  a  slight  opacity  of  the  arach- 
noid at  the  base  of  the  brain,  and  about  a 
tea  spoonful  of  clear  subarachnoid  effusion. 
Now  this  is  a  point  to  which  I  would 
earnestly  call  the  attention  of  every  in- 
quiring student.    A  patient,  during  the 
course  of  typhus,  is  seized  with  symptoms 
which  are  generally  regarded  as  characte- 
ristic of  congestion  and  inflammation  of 
the  brain ;   be  dies  to  all  appearance  in 
consequence  of  the  intensitv  and  violence 
of  these  symptoms,  and  on  dissection  little 
or  no  trace  of  cerebral  disease  is  found. 
In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  symp- 
toms present  were  strongly  indicative  of 
congestion  if  not  of  inflammation;   and 
had  the  man  been  free  from  typhoid  symp- 
toms, you  would  expect  to 'find  decided 
traces    of  inflammatory  mischief.      This 
seems  to  prove  that  in  the  production  of 
cerebral  symptoms  in  typhus,  some  cause 
not  to  be  recognized  by  the  production  of 
cerebral  lesions,  or  in  other  words,  some- 
thing  besides  mere  congestion  or  inflam- 
mation, exists.     I  have   now  examined  a 
great  number  of  cases  of  this  description, 
and  the  examination  has  brought  home  to 
me  a  strong  conviction,  that  the  delirium 
of   fever  depends  upon  something  more 
than  mere  inflammation    or   congestion. 
There  is  another  fact,  the  study  of  which 
is  well  worthy  of  attention,  as  it  appears 
to  support  very  strongly  the  views  I  have 
put  forward;  and  this  is  the  occurrence  of 
analogous  symptoms  under  opposite  con- 
ditions of  the  cerebral  circulation.    Take, 
for  example,  the  phenomena  of  vertigo 
and  headache.     Now,  these  symptoms  are 
found  in  states  of  the  brain  which  are 
directly  opposite.    In  incipient  congestion 


of  the  brain,  lo  that  toiyeacence  of  tk 
cerebral  vessels  which  preeedes  apopkctle 
seizures,  one  of  the  most  fVeqnent  lymp.  i 
toms  is  vertigo,  and  the  same  thing  my  I 
be  afilrmed  with  respect  to  headache.  Btt 
we  observe  the  very  same  symptoms  ander 
circumstances  totally  dissimilar.  Fie> 
qucntly,  while  bleeding  a  patient  lor  isat 
affection  of  the  lungs  or  iMWets,  or  for 
some  accident,  we  find  that  after  a  osrtiii 
quantity  of  blood  has  been  lost,  the  paticst 
becomes  pale ;  and  while  the  paller  ii 
coming  on,  he  often  gets  qoite  gidd|y,  tad 
sometimes  complains  of  headache.  Gca- 
tlemen  who  are  attending  Ijing-in  bos* 
pitals  are  well  acquainted  with  the  hcsd* 
ache,  giddiness,  and  tinnitus  anriom,  m 
constantly  complained  of  bj  females  whs 
havesuffered  from  excessive  uterine  hamor- 
rhage.  Hence  you  perceive  facts  are  not 
wanting  to  show  that  opposite  states  of 
the  cerebral  circulation,  asuperabundaacs 
or  deficiency  of  pressure  on  the  braiD,iuj 
give  rise  to  similar  phenomena.  YooMw 
an  illustration  of  this  in  the  case  of  one  of 
our  patients  in  the  fever  ward  this  mora* 
ing.  He  was  quite  free  from  beadadwM 
long  as  he  remained   in    the  borizootil 

Eosture,  but  the  moment  he  sat  op  ia  bcA 
e  complained  of  headache.  Yet  this  was 
a  man  who  had  not  the  slightest  synptoa 
of  determination  to  the  head,  and  who  had 
been  sufficiently  depleted  during  his  ill- 
ness. You  will  also  recollect  the  fact,that 
persons  who  have  had  a  long  illness,  snd 
remained  for  many  days  in  the  horizoatil 
posture,  generally  get  weakness,  giddinesn, 
and  sometimes  headache,  at  first  friwa 
they  attempt  to  sit  up  during  convales- 
cence. This  is  a  point  which  should  al- 
ways be  borne  in  mind.  You  are  consult- 
ed by  one  person  who  complains  of  giddi> 
ness,  tinnitus  aurium,  and  frequently- 
recurring  headache.  You  examine  the 
patient  carefully,  and  you  find  all  ths 
symptoms  of  unequivocal  determination  to 
the  head.  You  are  applied  to  by  another 
person  labouring  under  the  same  symp- 
toms ;  but  how  different  is  the  state  of  tM 
brain  found  to  be  on  a  careful  examim^ 
tion .  One  patient  is  robnst,  of  florid  coai> 
plexion,  and  with  a  hard  bounding  pulse; 
the  other  is  a  weak  chlorotic  female,  who 
has  been  ailing  for  months,  and  whose 
pulse  is  so  weak,  that  a  slight  degree  of 
pressure  obliterates  the  canal  of  the  arteiy. 
Yet  the  tinnitus  aurium,  giddiness,  aod 
headache,  complained  of  by  the  latter,  is 
just  as  bad  aua  as  troublesome  as  in  the 
case  of  the  former. 

From  a  consideration  of  these  points, 
you  will  perceive  that,  for  the  productioa 
of  cerebral  symptoms  in  typhus,  then 
must  be  something  more  than  mere  cnn- 
gestion  or  inflammation  of  the  brain ;  bat 
you  are  not  to  infer  firom  this  that  there  ii 
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no  iMceatity  for  taking  anj  steps  to  obviate  aged  35,  was  attacked  after  exposure  to 
or  remove  congestion  of  toe  head  in  fever,  cold  by  intensely  violent  maculated  fever, 
Oo  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  thiU  in  for  wbicb  aperients  of  an  active  nature 
tjphns  one  of  toe  principal  sources  of  dian-  were  exhibited.  I  saw  him  in  consalta- 
ger  is  connected  with  the  head,  and  that  tion  with  Dr.  Heffeman  on  the  5th  day. 
the  cerebral  symptoms  should  be  always  His  headache  had  been  relieved  by  leech- 
watched  with  the  most  unremitting  and  ing,  but  his.breathing  was  very  quick,  and 
aDxions  attention.  It  is  this  which  con-  he  was  almost  constantly  asleep.  Skin 
stiUites  the  great  difference  between  the  very  hot;  eyes  somewhat  suffused;  most 
mortality  in  private  and  hospital  practice,  copious  crop  of  maculas.  We  at  once 
In  private  practice  the  physician  is  called  blistered  the  whole  scalp;  and  on  the  8th 
mt  an  early  period  of  the  disease,  and  has  day  blistered  it  again,  and  also  the  nape, 
an  opportunity  of  checking  the  cerebral  On  the  9th  day  the  cerebral  symptoms, 
aymptoms  before  they  rise  to  a  dangerous  which  we  had  been  endeavouring  to  anticipate, 
height;  but  hospital  patients,  in  general,  came  on,  but  probably  our  treatment  pre* 
are  admitted  at  an  advanced  stage  of  vented  them  from  being  fatal;  for  when 
fever,  and  in  many  instances  have  been  they  appeared,  the  application  of  tartar 
improperly  treated,  or  wholly  neglected  emetic  ointment  induced  a  purulent  dis- 
from  the  commencement.  I  am  also  of  charge  from  the  whole  surface  of  the  twice 
opinion,  that  when  there  is  any  evi-  blistered  scalp,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
dence  of  determination  to  the  head,  the  hours,  and  three  grains  of  tartar  emetic 
hest  way  of  preventing  dangerous  cerebral  given  in  divided  doses  that  day  procured  a 
aymptoms  is  to  deplete  the  head  by  the  complete  cessationof  the  Rymptoms,afler— 
application  of  a  sufficient  number  of  mark,  after— the  pupils  had  been  dilated,  • 
leeches,  and  then  to  proceed  to  the  use  of  and  one  fit  of  slight  paralysis  of  the  mouth 
blisters.  You  should  direct  your  attention  and  tongue  had  taken  place, 
as  much  to  the  head  as  to  the  bowels,  and  The  result  of  all  my  experience  in  fever  . 
one  of  the  best  modes  of  doing  this  is  to  is,  that  the  majority  of  fatal  cases  are  ren- 
apply  six  or  eight  leeches  behind  the  ears,  dered  so,  in  this  country  at  least,  by  severe 
and  repeat  them  every  six  hours  until  cerebral  symptoms  supervening  sooner  or 
relief  is  obtained.  You  should  then  order  later  in  the  aisease.  Delirium,  sleepless- 
the  head  to  be  shaved,  and  kept  constantly  ness,  stupor,  convulsions,  extreme  subsul- 
oovered  with  cloths  wet  with  warm  vine-  tus,  jactitation,  sluggish  and  dilated,  or 
gar  and  water,  and  at  the  same  time  have  else  extremely  contracted,  pupils ;  these 
recourse  to  the  internal  use  of  tartar  erne-  are  the  symptoms  we  have  to  fear  after  the 
tic  and  nitre,  or  blue  pill,  with  James's  fever  has  lasted  some  time;  and  let  me 
powder.  Should  this  plan  fail  in  giving  repeat  it,  the  chief  art  of  the  physician 
relief,  you  have  a  powerful  aid  in  the  consists  not  so  much  in  remedying  these 
application  of  blisters  to  the  scalp,' and  symptoms,  as  in  anticipating  them.  When 
this  must  be  done  extensively,  and  at  he  judiciously  attempts  this,  he  may  not, 
once.  indeed,  always  succeed  in  altogether  pre- 
Most  of  the  fatal  cases  of  typhus  at  pre-  venting  their  supervention,  but  he  will,  in 
sent  die  of  cerebral  disease.  But  in  the  the  great  majority  of  cases,  be  successful 
migority  of  instances  yon  will  find  that  in  diminishing  their  violence,  and  prevent* 
these  were  cases  in  which  the  head  was  ing  their  usual  disastrous  effects, 
neglected,  and  in  which  the  appropriate  I  shall  now  resume  the  subject  of  blis- 
lemedies  were  used  too  late.  In  cases  tering  in  fever,  on  which  I  made  some  oh- 
treated  from  the  commencement  with  servations  in  mv  last  lecture.  I  have 
judgment,  decision,  and  attention,  al-  spoken  of  it  chiefly  as  a  powerful  revulsive 
thongh  the  head  may  be  threatened,  yon  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  cerebral  con* 
will  not  have  one- twentieth  of  the  mor.  gestion;  let  us  now  treat  of  its  employ, 
tality  observed  in  those  cases  where  the  ment  with  other  obj^ts  in  view.  In  the 
early  prevention  of  cerebral  symptoms  has  first  place,  as  has  been  already  explained, 
not  been  an  object  of  care.  One  of  the  blisters  may  be  used  as  most  eneigetic 
worst  cases  of  cerebral  disease  which  I  stimulants  in  cases  where  the  powers  of 
have  witnessed  for  many  months,  and  life  flag,  and  threaten  a  sudden  cessation, 
which  would  have  probably  terminated  Occasionally,  in  fever,  you  will  find  th^ 
flitally  before  the  seventh  day,  I  saw  in  vital  tone  reduced  to  a  very  low  pi^tcfa,  the 
consultation  with  Mr.  Daly,  and  yet  this  heart  uncertain  in  its  action,  tne  pnlse 
case  was  saved*  by  prompt  and  decided  irregular,  the  respiration  feeble,  the  skin 
measures  oilculated  to  counteract  the  cere-  cool,  and  the  patient  so  weak  that  he  can- 
hral  symptoms.  I  have  also  very  recently  not  be  lifted  up,  or  even  turned  in  bed 
witnessed  another  very  remarkable  case  of  without  having  a  tendency  to  faint.  Here 
this  description  at  Brav.  we  have  to  superadd  to  the  ordinary  treat- 
The  patient,  a  gentleman  very  full  and  ment  of  fever  the  prompt  exhibition  of 
plethoric,    but    remarkably    temperate,  remedies  calculated  to  meet  inch.  avDA\> 
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reneies,  and  in  addition  to  internal  stimu-  nary  engorgment.  The  npcrknccd  rti- 
Tants,  we  have  recourse  to  powerful  stiinu-  tho5c«|ii«.t  will  in  »ach  canea  be  await  if 
lation  of  the  cutaneous  surface  by  what  the  exact  site  and  nature  of  the  a&ctwa, 
are  termed  flving  blisters.  One  of  the  where  the  mere  ■ynaptomatic  ptacti. 
beatremwliesin  such  cases  is  a  large  blister  tioner  would  be  unable  to  acquire  aaf 
applied  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  to  be  thing  more  than  a  loose  and  andefiati 
left  on  fur  two  or  three  hours,  or  until  the  notion  of  pulmonary  diaeaac.  The 
vascular  action  of  (he  skin  is  sufficiently  latter  employs  his  depleting  mcBBS  at 
excited.  When  the  patient  appears  to  labour  random,  and  frequently  abstracts  a  hnit 
not  only  under  sudden  weakness  of  the  quantity  of  bli>od,  with  little  beneil  Xa 
heart,  but  also  of  the  capillary  and  nervous  his  patient ;  the  former,  aware  of  the  n- 
systenis,  as  shown  by  coldness  of  the  ex-  act  situation  and  extent  of  the  di«a», 
tremities  and  sinking  of  the  pulse,  it  will  applies  his  leeches  or  cupping  glasMsia- 
be  necessary  to  apply  flying  blisters,  not  mediately  over  the  engonred  or  inflamid 
only  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  but  also  portion  of  the  lung,  and  rellevca  hi«ra- 
ove'r  various  parts  of  the  chest,  the  epigas-  tient  at  the  expense  »f  a  compaiatiTely 
trium,  and  the  inside  of  the  legs  and  small  loss  of  bl<MKL  The  aame  obvna. 
thighs.  You  will  iind  this  plan  of  treat-  tion  will  apply,  with  equal  fnree,  tolhr 
ment  frequently  succeed  in  cases  which  use  and  application  of  blisters.  A  eoo4 
have  a  very  unpromising  aspect.  1  have  and  uecurate  knowledge  of  the  varioaiiie- 
now  witnessed  many  instances  of  this  thoscopic  phenomena  is  besides  of  to 
description,  in  which',  fnim  cold,  neglect,  much  more  value  in  the  trraimentoffintr, 
or  debilitating  treatment,  the  patients  ap-  as,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  alamt 
peared  moribund,  with  lividitv  of  the  ex-  every  case  of  fever  will  be  comidicatid 
tremities,  hippocratic  face,  cold  skin,  and  with  pulmonary  derangement;  ana  itasv 
failing  pulse ;  and  I  have  seen  them  saved,  happen,  during  the  nmrsc  of  an  epidcwr, 
as  it  were  miraculously,  by  the  use  of  that  the  lungs  may  be  the  omns  whick 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  musk  and  wine,  are  chiefly  engaged.  Although  rrrtbfil 
and  the  applicatitm  of  warm  fomentations  disease  is  at  present  the  principal  maicc 
t«i  the  limbs,  followed  by  a  succession  of  of  danger  in  fever,  it  may  not  be  seal- 
flying  blisters.  ways.  A  change  may  take  plaee  in  ibe 
The  next  use  to  which  we  apply  blisters  character  of  the  epidemic  ;  the  ccrebnl 
is  in  the  treatment  of  those  pulmonary  symptoms  which  are  now  of  such  ftvqocat 
aflections  which  arise  during  the  course  of  occurrence  may  become  infrequent  or  in- 
typhus.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  the  consequential,  and  we  may  have  the  m^ 
presi-nt  epidemic,  you  must  be  convinced  nic  aflections  chiefly  limited  to  the  viscera 
that  bronchitis  is  one  of  its  most  fluent  of  the  thorax.  I  have  seen  many  cases  pf 
complications,  and  that  few  patients  pass  fever  in  which  the  principal  sunicc  of 
through  fever  without  having  some  afl*ec-  danger  was  c<mnected  with  the  cbrst,  and 
tion  of  the  bnmchial  mncous  membrane,  where  an  accurate  knowK-dge  of  the  Mr- 
You  are  also  aware,  that  when  bronchitis  thosi*ope  was  indispensable  tii  a  comet 
attacks  the  more  minute  ramifications  of  and  successful  plan  of  treatment. 
the  bronchial  tubes,  it  is  very  apt  to  pro-  Now  when  you  have  rrc«)urae  to  bli«ten 
duce  conf^^stion  and  engorgement  of  the  in  treating  pulmonary  affectiiins,  wbctbrr 
lung.  We  meet  with  pneumonia  much  these  affections  he  simple  or  complicated 
less  fr<^quently  in  fever,  but  it  is  occasion-  with  typhus,  it  would  be  well  to  recMllfci 
ally  ohser%'e<l»  and  rcquiresthe  most  prompt  that  much  (coi>d  may  be  eflrrtrd  witboat 
and  divided  trcutuK'Ut.  In  pneumonia,  as  leading  the  blisters  on  f(»r  a  lon^  time,  uc 
well  as  in  c<inge>tion  of  the  lungs,  acc<im-  until  they  rise  fully  ;  and  also  thai  wbra 
nanied  by  inflammation  of  the  smaller  risen,  it  will  not  be  nece^Aank  to  cot  tbra 
bronchial  tubes,  blisters  afl*ord  us  a  most  at  ouce,  and  let  out  the  rfi*us«*d  •crum.  la 
valuable  adjunct  to  the  other  means  which  treating  the  bronchitis  of  children,  and  ia 
we  employ,  and  admit  <*f  being  used  in  the  bronchial  aflections  of  fever,  1  baie 
cases  where  no  other  mode  of  depletion  frequently  directed  tlie  blister  to  be  left 
could  l>c  safely  borne.  The  aflections  of  unopenedi ;  and  I  can  state,  from  cxper>- 
the  lung  in  fever  arc  of  no  small  import-  ence,  that  this  plan  answers  very  «cIL 
ani*e,  and  the  stethosco}»e  has  not  conferred  The  cff'u*'ed  serum  fonns  one  of  the  lv«t 
a  i?reat|»r  benefit  on  practical  medicine,  dressings  for  the  excoriated  surface  of  the 
than  by  indicatini^,  in  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  the  formation  %ff  troubltu^mt 
chest,  not  merely  the  existence  of  disease,  sores  is  avoided.  1  frequently  bair  re- 
but al8(»  its  locality,  extent,  and  precise  c<mrsc  to  this  mode  of  treating  Mi«irfvd 
nature.  It  points  out  to  us  the  portion  of  surfaces  in  children,  and  {imHitts  of  imta 
the  chest  in  which  the  bronchial  tubes  are  blc  habit,  in  whom  the  cutis  is  esinrmrlv 
chiefly  engaged,  and  uifunaii  u^^\V\i\:«T>  tender  and  vascular.  Such  persons,  vbtii 
tainiy  when  the  affeciion  of  vV\e  smt^Xcr  >4\:\?\fc\'A,  ^Vv\  \^t:^  Vd»«  ^vnfase  dis- 
(ubi'A  and  tir  cells  has  giteu  nse  Vo  v^^^***    tVi%x^«v  ^^^  ^^"^  ^T^m  %aDA  «SXKT«iv^«i 
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sero-parnlent  matter,  from  the  denuded  convenience  of  the  patient;  and,  not 
surface,  accompanied  by  torturing  pain,  content  with  this,  the  practitioners  of  that 
loss  of  rest,  and  considerable  irritation  of  time  generally  dressed  the  excoriated  snr^ 
the  ffeneral  system.  I  ha?e  seen  the  dis.  face  with  some  sharp  stimulant  ointment, 
chaife  continue  to  flow  profusely  for  five  so  that  the  blistered  surface  most  com* 
6r  six  days ;  in  fact,  to  such  an  extent  as  monly  resembled  that  of  a  severe  bum. 
to  wet  several  napkins  in  the  course  of  a  Ask  those  who  are  our  seniors  in  practice, 
day,  and  expose  the  patient  to  the  risk  of  and  they  will  tell  you  what  blistering  was 
mn  aggravation  of  the  pulmonary  symp.  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.  They  first 
toms,  in  conseooence  of  his  linen  becom-  produced  excessive  irritation  of  the  skin, 
ing  so  frequently  moistened  as  to  require  by  leaving  the  blisters  on  too  long,  they 
repeated  shifling  *.  In  all  cases  of  chil.  then  irritated  the  denuded  surface  with 
dren  and  persons  of  an  irritable  habit,  I  stimulant  ointments,  and  in  this  way 
irould  therefore  advise  you  to  let  the  blis-  brought  on  extensive  sores  of  a  bad  cha- 
ters  alone,  particularly  where  they  have  racter,  which  remained  long  after  the  dis- 
been  applied  to  the  fore  part  of  the  chest,  ease  for  which  the  blisters  were  applied 
or  any  other  part  not  exposed  to  pressure  had  disappeared,  and  which  formea,  in 
or  friction.  As  soon  as  the  blister  rises,  fact,  a  new  ailment,  requiring  new  medi- 
apply  over  it  a  piece  of  lint,  smeared  with  cines  and  additional  attendance.  If  you 
spermaceti  ointment,  which  can  be  re-  look  over  Mr.  Moore's  account  of  the  prin. 
newed  as  occasion  requires,  and  leave  the  cipal  remedies  employed  in  the  practice 
rest  to  nature.  I  was  forcibly  struck,  of  Dublin  physicians,  about  the  period 
some  time  since,  with  the  difierence  of  re-  I  allude  to,  you  will  find  that  nothing  was 
suit  between  this  and  the  ordinary  prac-  more  common  then  than  the  application 
tice,  in  the  case  of  a  young  gentleman  re-  of  stimulant  and,  as  they  were  termed, 
siding  in  Cambden- street,  who  had  a  digestive  ointments,  to  blistered  surfaces, 
severe  attack  of  bronchitis  towards  the  I  was  among  the  first  who  assailed  this 
termination  of  fever.  A  blister  had  been  barbarous  treatment,  and  showed  that  aU 
applied  to  his  chest  in  the  morning,  and  the  good  effects  of  blisters  might  be 
another  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  secured  by  leaving  them  on  for  a  much 
first  had  been  opened  freely,  and  dressed  in  shorter  space  of  time.  I  proved  by  no- 
the  usual  wav  ;  but  the  other,  which  had  merous  experiments,  that  in  many  cases  it 
risen  about  the  time  I  was  called  in,  was  was  not  necessary  to  leave  them  on  more 
left  untouched  at  my  request  The  one  than  (our  or  five  hours,  in  the  adult  *,  and 
which  had  been  opened  caused  such  a  de-  that  thev  might  then  be  removed  and  the 
gree  of  irritation  and  restlessness,  that  it  blistered  part  dressed  with  spermaceti  oint- 
was  found  necessary  to  give  him  an  opiate  ment.  Under  this  dressing  the  blister 
every  night ;  the  otner  gave  little  or  no  in-  rises  well,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  tear- 
convenience,  and  healed  up  much  sooner,  ing  away  the  cuticle,  or  producing  an  irri. 
If  I  have  done  nothing  better,  I  think  I  table  sore.  In  addition  to  this,  you  en- 
deserve  some  merit  for  being  the  first  to  tirely  avoid  the  irritating  effects  which 
reprobate  the  practice  of  keeping  on  blis-  blisters  are  known  to  produce  on  the  uri- 
ters  for  twelve,  eighteen,  and  twenty-four  narv  organs.  You  will  very  rarely  meet 
hours,  and  for  having  shewn,  by  nu-  with  dysuria,  or  haematuria,  where  the 
merous  experiments,  that  a  much  shorter  blister  has  been  left  on  for  the  spaces  of 
period  of  time  was  required  to  ensure  the  time  I  have  mentioned, 
full  effect  of  these  remedies.  When  I  Blistering  is  then  to  be  used  with  the 
commenced  the  practice  of  medicine,  restrictions  I  have  mentioned,  and  you  will 
blistering  was  looked  upon  by  most  sick  find  it  a  most  valuable  aid  in  the  treatment 
persons  as  one  of  the  severest  trials  of  their  of  fever  and  its  complications.  It  may  be 
patience,  and  the  agony  which  it  caused  employed  either  as  a  derivative  and  revul- 
in  some  irritable  habits  was  almost  insup-  sive,  or  you  may  have  recourse  to  flying 
portable.  Blisters  were  left  on  for  twelve,  blisters  over  various  parts  of  the  body,  in 
eighteen,  and  even  twenty  four  hours,  and  certain  forms  of  fever,  where  there  is 
when  at  length  they  were  removed,  the  marked  and  sudden  depression  of  the 
whole  epidermis  of  the  blistered  part  came,  powers  of  life. 

or  was  torn,  away,  leaving  behind  a  raw        Speaking  of  depression  of  the  powers 

irritable  surface,  from  which  large  quan-  of  life  reminds  me  of  a  curious  incident, 

tities  of  serum   and  pus  were  effused  for  which  occurred   some   time  since  In  my 

several  days,  to  the  great  torture  and  in-  practice,  and  which    shows     the     value 

*  lo  pnlmnnary  diBease*,  this  continued  dis-         «  Of  coarse,  blisters  applied  to  the  scalp  must 

charge  Is  often  rery  nuefol,  and  should  be  en-  be  excepted.    They  require  at  leant  twelve  hours. 

cooraf^ed ;  but  in  fever  the  production  of   such  In  old  persons  generally  the  skin  la  tsvvLc^  \wMk 

an  effet-t  Arom  blisters  must  be  avoided,  aa  a  sur-  vascular  than  dorVixg  'VOwWi  sa^  tcA^^^  «i%^\  '•Xk^ 

face  thus  denuded  of  its  cuticle  and  ioflamed,  consequently,  Vn  the  o\ A,  VA\%X«t%  t«<\\\V(%  %>'^>^^^ 

may  b«  eoarerud  Into  m  (UagerouB  tore,  longer  lime  to  produce  \3mi  t««va\i«d.  «&<tc.v. 
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of  being  acqaainted  with   the   pecaliar  composed  of  molecnlei  held  In  a  tlilf  if 

habits  and  idioRvncrasies  of  families.    I  fixea  eqailibriom   at  a  ccrtmin    dnmei 

attended,  with    Mr.  Kirby,  about  three  from  each  other.     Such  a  sUte  reqaim 

years  since,  a  gentleman  'of  middle  age  that    they    shoold    be    endaed   wij^   i 

and  active  professional  habits,  who  had  certain  action.    Some  peenlimriticsaftyi 

been  attacked  with  fever.  I  was  6 rst  called  action  we  are  already  able  toaHigB,bai 

to  see  him  on  the  ninth  day  of  fever,  and  its  complete  characteristici   an  not  vet 

found  him    apparently  moribund.      His  well  denned. 

pulse  was  intermittent  and  irregular,  the  As  the  resistance  opposed  brbodiciti 

action  of  the  heart  tumultuous,  the  rcspi.  compression  increases  indefinitely  with  ths 

ration  feeble,  and    the  extremities  cooL  reduction  of  their  volamet  thoagh  iheir 

Mr.  Kirby  had  instantly  ordered  internal  molecules  have  not  come  into  contact  witk 

stimulants,  and  blisters  over  the  region  of  each  other,  it  shows  that  the  fofce  which 

the  heart  and  epigastrium.    The  patient  they  exercise  is    repulsive    at  the  l«a 

rallied,  and  ultimately  recovered.    It  is  to  distances.     At    a    distance  gTcater-thsi 

be  observed,  that  the  group  of  formidable  these,  but  still  imperceptible,  it  mvsl  viij 

symptoms  just  enumerated  had  supervened  with  great  rapidity,  and  become  atirMtiw. 

quite  out  of  the  usual  course,  and  without  in  order  that  a  steady  eaailibrtomoflht 

any  previous  warning.    They  were  conse-  molecules  may  be  possible;   and  ftmllv. 

qnently  not  only  alarming  but  unexpected,  when  it  has  become  perceptible,  it  rnmt 

Aboutamonthaftcrwards,Mr.SmylyandI  decrease    in    the    inverse    ratio    of  ik 

were  called  to  sec  this  gentleman's  brother,  square  of  the  distance,  in  order  to  Rfn- 

who  was  living  at  Dundrum,  and  who  was  Mnt  the  universal  attraction.    The  liain 

supposed  to  nave  caught  fever  from  his  of  the  distance   at   which    the    acgstin 

close  attention  to  bis  brother  during  his  action  becomes    positive    raiy  accerfiif 

illness  and  convalescence.  What  was  most  to    the    temperature   and   nature  of  tht 

remarkable  in  the  case,  was,  that  his  pulse  molecules,    and    determine    whether  ihi 

began  to  flag  and  intermit,  and  he  likewine  body  which  they  form  he  solid,  liqsii,ar 

suddenly  and  unexpectedly  got  the  rame  aeriform. 

symptoms  of  depression  of  the  vital  powers  There  is  a  class  of  phenomena,  ratha 

on   the  very  same  day  and  hour  as  his  singular  at  first  sight,  in  which,  bowvcr. 

brother.     His  symptoms  also  continued  >t  appears  that  nature  designed,  W  m. 

for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  yielded,  parating  the  forces   which   she  eapkn* 

or  spontaneously  ceased,  under  the  same  to  present   herself  in   all  her  siapueili. 

plan  of  treatment.     In  some  families  you  ^^c\i  are  the  phenomena  which  cMUtitsW 

will  find  a  very  curious  coincidence  be-  what    we    denominate    Uatiemi    rikfrrifv. 

tween  the  play  of  the  various  functions  in  ^t  is  well  known  with  what  adminhW 

disea<:e  as  well  as  in    health,  and  yon  facility  Franklin  explained  these  ylaas 

should  neg^Iect  no  opportunity  of  making  mcna,  bv  supposing  that  the  mokcalrs  af 

yourself  acouainted  with  the  family  i>eca.  bodits  are  surrounded   by  a   qaaatitT  of 

liarities  ami  idiosvncrasies  of  your  patients,  fl"i<^  o^*  aether,  the  atoms  of  which,  w'hik 

as  knowledge  of  this  description  is  of  the  thev  repel  each  other,  are  attractnl  bv  ifa 

greatest  value  and  importance  in  the  treat-  molecules.    It  is  known  also  how  CoaliMBh 

ment  of  disease.  subsequently  proved   that  the  liHcr  with 

which   the  repulsion   of  atoms  aad   ih» 

attraction  of  the  molecules  aie  pndaccd, 

ON    THE    FORCES  i%  like  universal  attraction,  regulated hf 

,^  „  of  the  distance.     Indeed,  ihc  latter  iJu- 

INTERNAL  CONSTITUTION  OF  losopher  has  substituted  for  the  hypnihe- 

BODIES.  >"  of  Franklin,  which  is  that  mcialh 

n„  o    P   Af«-a^ ^""wed  in  England,  Oennanr.aBd  ItslT. 

Br  O.  F.  3I0880TTI.  another  hypothesis,  in  which  a's^cood  flsii 

is  supposed  to  perform  the  part  a^^lgned  is 

The  following  arc  only  the  popular  preli-  ™»tter  in  that  of  Franklin ;  aad  thb  m^k 

minary  remarks  of  Signor  Mossotti :  we  ^^  explaining  the  phenomena  ba  btes 

have  bfirrowed  them  from  the  "  Scientific  ™""^  generally  adopted  in  Prance.    Il  ■ 

Memoirs,"  Part   III.  just  published,  by  ^7^^  asserted  that  the  latter  hrpothnsa 

Mr.  R.  Taylor.    The  reader  who  wishes  to  "®  °"*>  ""^  •'^*t  should  be  receivfd,  iav- 

study  the  body  of  the  paper— a  most  im-  '""*'•*»  *»  »*  has  been  compIetelT  coaMrmi 

portant  prodnetion,  but  wholly  mathema-  ^y  ^^^  results  of  the  beautiful   aaalvm 

tical  — had   better  procure  the  valuable  '^*^**  which   M.    Poisson    has    bcna' to 

periodical  referred  to.  enrich   the  Memoirs  of  ibe  Acadoiy  i< 

TnE  ,tud,  of  the  pbeno^en*  ot  n^Vu«W  ^^^  W  ^Si^^^^d"  C  «'SSL^ 
led  philosophers  to  Goniidet  \K>dm  %&\iis\ik%    ^t  Wx,  ^Cksx,  ^^cSniv^  ^^S^ 
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geometer  ha9,  for  the  purpose  of  establish-  to  each  of  the  two  attractiTe  forces.  If, 
ing  his  calcnlatioDs,  adopted  the  languaice  then,  with  the  equilibrinm  of  the  fluids,  it 
€Mf  bis  school,  the  inferences  drawn  from  is  desired  to  find  the  equilibrium  of  the 
them  are  not  more  applicable  to  the  one  masses  also,  an  equal  repnlsion  must  be 
hypothesis  than  to  the  other.  He  sets  out.  allowed  between  the  molecules ;  since  the 
In  fact,  with  the  principle,  that  "  If  seTeraf  bodies  would  otherwise  forcibly  attract 
bodies,  being  electric  conductors,  are  each  other.  But  such  an  attraction  is 
placed  in  presence  of  each  other,  and  contrary  to  what  we  learn  fh>m  expe- 
•ttain  a  permanent  state,  the  result  of  the  rience.  He  felt  at  6rst  a  strong  objection 
actions  of  the  electric  layers  which  cover  to  the  admission  of  such  a  repulsi?e  force 
them,  on  a  point  taken  anywhere  in  the  between  the  material  molecules,  as  being 
interior  of  a  body,  must,  in  that  state,  be  opposed  to  the  idea  entertained  'of  their 
nnll ;  otherwise  the  combined  electricity  mutual  attraction,  which  was  so  clearly 
which  exists  in  the  point  under  considera-  demonstrated  on  Newton's  principles.  But 
tkm  wonld  be  decomposed;  but  this  is  a  little  reflection  satisfied  him  that  this 
contrary  to  the  supposed  state  of  per-  admission  contained  nothing  that  was  op. 
jmnence"  Now  if  for  this  principle  the  posed  to  facts,  or,  as  he  might  rather  have 
following  be  substituted:  *' If  several  said,  that  was  not  confirmed  by  fVicts. 
bodies,  being  electric  conductors,  are  Universal  attraction  it<ielf  may  follow  as  a 
placed  in  presence  of  each  other,  and  thus  consequence  fVom  the  principles  which  re- 
attain  a  permanent  state,  the  result  of  the  gulate  the  electric  forces :  for  if  we  sup> 
metions  of  the  layers  of  electric  fluid  which  pose  that,  the  masses  being  equal,  the  re- 
cover them,  and  of  the  exterior  layers  of  pulsion  of  the  molecules  of  matter  -is  a 
matter  which  are  not  yet  neutralized,  on  little  less  t^^an  their  attraction  of  the 
the  electric  fluid  at  a  point  taken  any  atoms  of  the  aether,  or  than  the  mutual 
where  in  the  interior  of  a  body,  must,  in  repulsion  of  the  atoms  themselves,  this 
that  state,  be  null ;  otherwise  the  electric  will  be  sufficient  to  leave  an  excess  of  at- 
floid  which  exists  in  that  point  would  be  traction,  which,  being  directly  as  the  pro- 
diaplaced,  which  is  contrary  to  the  sup-  duct  of  the  masses  and  inversely  as  the 
poeied  state  of  permanence ;'' — and  if  we  square  of  the  distance,  would  exactly  re- 
interpret accordingly  the  literal  denoroina-  present  the  universal  attraction. 
tioDs  employed  by  M.  Poisson  and  his  While  reflecting  on  these  principles,  in 
equations,— all  his  results  will  be  equally  a  course  of  lectures  on  natural  philosophy 
tme  on  Franklin's  hypothesis.  In  general,  which  I  gave  at  the  University  of  Buenos 
the  action  of  the  condensed  electric  fluid  Ayrcs,  I  conceived  the  idea,  that  if  the 
will  stand  for  that  of  the  vitreous  fluid  ;  molecules  of  matter,  surrounded  by  their 
and  the  action  exhibited  bv  the  matter,  in  atmospheres,  attract  each  other  when  at  a 
proportion  as  it  is  deprived  of  a  quantity  greater,  and  repel  each  other  when  at  a 
of  iti  electric  fluid,  will  stand  for  that  of  less  distance,  there  must  be  between  those 
the  resinous  fluid.  There  is  one  circum-  two  distances  an  intermediate  point  at 
•tmnce,  however,  which  makes  a  difl*erence  which  a  molecule  would  be  neither  at- 
hetween  tbe  hypothesis  of  Dufay  or  tracted  nor  repelled,  but  would  remain  in 
Coulomb  and  that  of  Franklin:  it  is  this —  steady  equilibrium;  and  that  it  is  very 
diaty  according  to  the  one,  the  two  fluids  possible  this  might  he*  the  distance  at 
moveable  in  the  bodies,  while  accord-  which  it  would  he  placed  in  the  composi- 


ing  to  the  other  the  electric  fluid  is,  but  tion  of  the  bodies.    I  thought  the  idea  of 

the  matter  is  not,  moveable.    As  the  equi-  sufficient  importance    to    fix    it  in    my 

librinm,  however,  requires  that  we  should  memory,  but  did  not  at  the  time  pursue 

only  regard  the  relative  position,  the  mobi-  its  development  further. 
lity  of  the  electric  fluid  alone  is  sufficient        On    my  return  to   Europe  I  learned, 

Ibr  its  establishment.  through  toe  reading  of  some  memoirs,  and 

^pinus,  who   has  reduced  Franklin's  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  men  of 

hypothesis  to  the  form  of  a  mathematical  science,   that  the  attention  of  geometers 

theory,  was  the  first  to  remark,  that  if  it  was  particularly  directed  to  the  molecular 

be  the  requisite  condition  for  the  equi-  forces,  as  being  those  which  may  lead  us 

librinm  of  the  electric  fluids  of  two  bodies,  more  directly  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

in  their  natural  state,  that  "  the  attraction  intrinsic  properties  of  bodies.    I  was  thas 

of  the  matter  and  the  repulsive  action  of  led  to  recall  my  ideas  on  the  subject,  and 

the  fluid  of  the  first  body  on  the  fluid  of  to  set  about  (subjecting  them  to  analysis, 

the  second  should  be  equal,  and  vicf  versa,"  The  results  of  my   first  investigations  I 

there  are  but  three  forces  in  operation;  here  submit  to  the  judgment  of  philo- 

two  of  which  are  attractive,  and  but  one  sophers. 

vepolsive.  In  other  words,  each  of  the  I  have  supposed  that  a  number  of  mate- 
two  bodies  attracts  the  fluid  of  the  other,  rial  molecules  are  plunged  into  a  bound- 
while  the  mutual  repulsion  of  the  two  less  ether,  and  that  these  molecules  and 
floids  constitutes  only  a  single  force,  equal  the  atoms  of  the  aether  axe  a\xVk\^\.\A  ^^ 

483.— XIX.  ^  A. 
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actions  of  the  forces  required  by  the  theory  and  their  density,  are  fallen  Into 

of  if^pinun,  and  then  endeavoured  to  as-  ation.      I    hare    thonicfat     it    adnsaUe* 

certain  the  conditions  of  equilibrium  of  howe?er,  in  consideration   of  the  ose  la 

the  89ther  and  the  molecules.    Consider-  which  it  might  be  applied  bj  able  feoar- 

ing  the  asther  as  a  continuous  mass,  and  the  ters,  not  to  postpone  the   pablicatioB  of 

molecules  osiMilated  bodies,  I  found  that,  if  this  mode  of  Tiewing   molecular  actioa. 

the  latter  be  spherical,  thev  are  surrounded  It  is  a  subject  which  appears  to  me  cati- 

hy  an  atmosphere,  tlic  (fensity  of  which  tied  to  the  greatest  attention,  bccaase  tkt 

decreases  according  to  a  function  of  the  discorery  of  the  laws  of  molccnlar  actioa 

distance  which  contains  an  exponential  must  leEid    mathematicians   to   eftablidb 

factor.    The  difTerential   e(|uation   which  molecular  mechanism  on   a  sln|(le  priadplr. 

determines  the  density    being  linear,   is  just  as  the  discovery  of  the  law  of  aaivtr- 

satisScd  by  any  sum  of  these  functions,  sal  attraction  led  them  to  erect  on  asiaflc 

answering  to  any  number  of  molecules,  basis  the    most   splendid    monnBent  •( 

Whence  it  follows  that  their  atmospheres  human  intellect,  the  medtmnimm  if  tkt  Imna 
may    overlay    or    penetrate    each    other  m 

without  disturbing  the  equilibrium  of  the        We  mentioned  that  Profcuor  FaiwiiT. 

ether.    Proceeding  in  the  next  place  to  the  in  his  popular  account  of  Moasotti'a  b«,ii 

conditionsof  equilibrium  of  the  molecules,  the  Royal  Institution,  quoted  a  passMt 

I  observed,  that  for  a  first  approximation  written  nine  years  ago  by  1>t.  Rofci,  it 

(which  may  be  sufficient  in  almost  all  which  the  pnibability  of  the  existeace  <*f 

cases),  the  reciprocal  action  of  two  mole-  such  a  law  is  alluded  to.     The  folloviiic 

cules  and  of  their  surrounding  atmospheres  is  the  passage:  it  occors  in  the  treatifleflB 

is  independent  of  the  presence  of  the  others.  Electricity  in  the  Ubrmiy  of  Ufeftil  Kaor* 

and  possesses  all  the  characteristics  of  mo-  ledge : — 

lecular  action.    At   first  it  is  repulsive,        « /gSQ.)  Tt  is  a  irreat  thouffh  a  camwm 

and  contains  an  exponential  factor  which  error  to  imagine,  that  the  conditioa  •- 

IS  capable  of   making  it   decrcwe   very  gnmed  by  iEpinus,  namelv.  that  the  parti 

wpidly :  It  vanishes  soon  after,  and  at  this  ^Ics  of  matter  when  devoid  of  etartflcny 

distance  two  molecules  would  be  as  much  ,^pei  one  another,  ii  in  oppodtiea  to** 

indisposed  to  approach  more    nearly  as  law  of  universal  gravitaUonestaMWbrf  by 

they  would  be  to  recede  further  from  each  the  researches  of  Newton  ;   for  this  Uw 

other ;    so  that  they  would  remain  in  a  applies,  in  ercry  instance  to  which  iaqurt 

state  ofsteady  equilibrium.    At  a  greater  has  extended,  to  matter  in  its  ordiain 

distance  the  mofccules  would  attract  each  ^^^^.  th^t  j,,  combined  with  a  eertaii 

other,  and  their  attraction  would  increase  proportion  of  electric  fluid.  Bj  suppodng. 

with  their  distance  up  to  a  certain  point,  fndeed,  that  the  mntnai  repulsive  aetiea 

at  which  it  would  attain  a  maximum:  between  the  particles    of   natter  is,  bi 

beyond  this  point  it  would  dimmish,  and  ^  ^ery  smaU  quantitT,  lev  than  that  be 

at  a  sensible  distance  would  decrease  di-  t^^en  the  particles  oj"  the  electric  flaid.  t 

rectly  as  the  product  of  their  mass,  and  ^^\  balance  would  be  left  in  fcvoar*/ 

inversely  as  the  square  of  their  distance.  tbe  attraction  of  neatral  bodies  tor  oac 

This  action,  possessing  all  the  properties  another,  which  might  constitute  the  vm 

with  which  we  can  presume  that  molecu-  force  which  operates  nnder  the  namr  rf 

lar  action  is  endued,  is  the  more  remark-  gravitation ;  and  thus  both  classes  of  phf- 

ablc  as  It  ha^  been  deduced  from  thwe  nomena  may  be   included  in  the   nw 

forces  only  whose  existence  was  already  law." 
admitted  by  philosophers,  and  whose  law  *   * 

is    characterized  by  such    extraordinary — 

simplicity.     When  tested  iu  the  explana- 
tion of  the  varied  phenomena  which  are  KFPICACT  OP  THE 

proper  to  it,  it  must    lead,    in  case    of  s^pvrwvHQ     VT'V     vnvirA     I\ 

failure,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  forces  STRYCHNOS     NLX     VOMICA     13 
from  amongst  phyMcaf  principles;  or,  in       AFFECTIONS  op  tus  DIGESTIVE 
case  of  success,  establish  their  reality ;  and  ORGANS. 

thus  mark  in  a  striking  manner  the  admi- 
rable  economy  of  nature. 

To  apply  the  formula  which  wc  have  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medicml  C^stttt. 
found,  for  the    purpose    of   representing  ^ 

molecular  action,  to  the  phenomena  of  _       ^''^*      .  .  , 

the  interior  constitution  of  bodies,    re-  IN  a  complaint  occnmngr  under  10™! 

quires  methods  of  calculation  which  are  ^^^  ^*ned  a<«pects,and  not  unlmpenxiv 

not  yet  developed,  and  which  must  be-  bidding  defiance   to   the    best   ducciM 

come*  still   more   compUcats^  when    the  eflforU  of  the  pracUtioncr.  it  will  naL  I 

arranj^ement  ot  l\\emo\ec\v\es,\Yk«\TloTia,  >\v\B^l.^V(  4^»naftd  an  unprDfiiaMc  ler- 
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▼ice  if  I  shall  have  contributed  in  this  orffanic  changes*,  that  lam  deaironsof 
brief  communication  any  thing  towards  lubmitting-  these  few  remarks  to  the 
the  more  successful  treatment  of  what  notice  of  the  profession.  The  difficulty 
has  hitherto  occasionally  proved  one  of  oftentimes  experienced  in  the  removal  of 
the  opprobria  of  our  art.  Amidst  the  dyspeptic  ailments,  and  the  consequent 
multiplicity  of  remedies  with  which  the  uncertainty  attaching'  to  each  and  all  of 
storehouse  of  our  materia  medica  is  at  the  multiplied  remedies  which  ezpe- 
the  present  day  so  amply  supplied  (some  rience  has  proved  to  be  alike  in  their  turn 
of  them,  doubtless,  of  inestimable  value,  available,  must  be  f^^enerally  admitted ; 
while  others  seem  destined  to  possess  a  and  hence  we  arc  frequently  doomed  to 
more  ephemeral  reputation),  it  becomes  witness  the  inefficacv  of  the  most  scien- 
a  grati^ingr  part  of  our  duty  to  endea-  tific  treatment,  whilst  a  cure  is  perhaps 
▼our  to  rescue  from  unmerited  oblivion  finally  effected  by  the  employment  of 
a  therapeutic  a^ent  which  has  long*  some  old  woman's  recipe.  It  is  now 
been  familiar  to  the  medical  world,  but  several  years  since  my  attention  was 
whose  efficiencv  has  been  crippled  by  a  first  struck  with  the  vcrv  decided  bene- 
too  limited  application  of  its  powers; —  fit  resulting  from  the  exnibition  of  this 
I  allude  to  the  strychnos  nux  vomica,  remedy  in  disorders  of  the  digestive 
Very  few,  indeed,  of  the  practitioners  funttions;  and  subseouent  experience, 
with  whom  I  am  acquainted  are  in  the  which  has  certainly  been  ample,  has 
habit  of  employing  this  remedy  other-  tended  only  to  confirm  the  confidence 
wise  than  for  the  relief  of  certain  forms  ori^nally  reposed  in  it  The  cases  in 
of  paraljTsis,  where  it  has  undoubtedly  which  it  has  been  productive  of  the 
been  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  most  decided  benefit,  are  those  of  pyru- 
effects  in  some  instances,  as  I  have  my-  sis,  resulting  from  simple  functional  dis- 
aelfhad  occasional  opportunities  of  tes-  order  of  the  stomach.  In  examples  of 
tiffing.  In  the  valuable  lectures  of  this  nature,  indeed,  I  consider  it  almost 
Mr.  Pereira  contained  in  Uie  present  a  specific;  so  immediate,  and  in  most 
volume  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  a  instances  so  prominent,  has  been  the  re- 
▼ery  cursory  notice  is  taken  of  this  lief  obtained.  I  have  the  less  hesitation 
drug  with  reference  to  its  cflTects  in  dis-  in  making  this  avowal,  from  havincf  so 
.orders  of  the  alimentaiy  canal,  although  frequently  witnessed  the  almost  total in- 
its  application  to  the  cure  of  paralysis  is  efficacy  of  every  means  previously  put 
fully  and  ably  discussed.  In  the  in  practice,  and  the  patient  conseouently 
**  Pharmacopee  Universelle,*'  too,  which  harassed  with  a  vexatious  disoruer,  de-  . 
contains  a  great  variety  of  formulsB  for  pressing  alike  the  energies  of  both  mind 
Its  several  modes  of  exhibition,  little  and  body.  In  pyrosis  also,  symptoma- 
mentibn  is  made  of  its  properties  and  tic  of  organic  disease  of  the  stomach, 
uses  further  than  as  they  may  be  rcu-  the  powers  of  nux  vomica  are  of  essen- 
dered  subservient  to  the  removal  of  the  tial  service ;  although,  of  course,  in  this 
graver  affections  of  the  nervous  system,  instance  we  can  in  general  hardly  ex- 
tucb  as  paralysis,  epilepsy,  chorea,  Sec.  pect  to  do  more  than  regard  the  ad- 
It  does,  indeed,  appear  from  the  same  vances  of  those  morbid  changes  which 
work  that  M.  Niemann  bad  successfully  are  going  forward.  It  is  not,  however, 
employed,  in  what  he  calls  spasmodic  for  the  removal  of  the  above  symptoms 
canliaJgia,  a  pill  composed  of  one-  alone  that  I  would  restrict  the  employ- 
fifth  of  a  grain  of  the  alcoholic  ment  of  this  remedy;  although  I  be. 
extractof  nux  vomica.  This  statement,  lieve,  that  in  the  subjugation  of  that 
however,  is  merely  made  incidentally,  symptom  its  virtues  are  more  frequently 
and  without  any  importance  being  at-  and  conspicuously  manifested.  In  almost 
tached  to  the  exhibition  of  the  remedy  all  cases  of  disordered  digestion,  unac- 
as  a  curative  means  in  the  above  de-  companied  with  any  inflammatory  con- 
ranged  condition  of  the  system.  With  dition  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and 
the  view,  therefore,  of  endeavouring  to  where  the  symptoms  appear  to  depend 
^  extend  its  utility  to  another  class  of  dis-  upon  a  diminished  vigour  of  the  nervous 
'orders,  less  immediately  interfering,  it  and  muscular  powers  of  the  stomach, 
18  true,  with  the  continuance  of  life,  as  indicated  chiefly  by  pain  and  disten- 
bat  frequently,  when  unalleviated  at  an  sion  afler  eating,  acia  eructations,  (Sec, 

early  period,  paving  the  way  for  the  -^r^ — ,^    ,„„ ;r;T"; r — tt^ — :;" 

«.ci«*hmeBt  of  along  e»Ulogue  of  ^^^^JW'- *»•<»» »^W. '««>.«* v,.«n^w. 
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the  tonsoc  freqoenlly  exhibtthifr  little        I  bare  here  Dorpoielj  abstMiied  froa 
or  no  fur  on  it»  surface,  it  maj  be  pre-    making  aoy  allasion   to  those  auxiliaiy 
scribed  with  the  fairest  pro^pecti  of  ad-    remedies,  to  whose  efficacj  in  eofrectiB|f 
▼anUf^e.   In  a  decidedly  febrile  sUte  of    the  depraved  secretions  of  the  ioieslH 
the  system  accompanying  the  dyspeptic    nal    canal    multiplied    experience  bis 
ailments,   I  should  of  course  consider    borne  the  most  ample  testimony— sorb 
its   use  contra-indicated.       But  if  we    as  the  seTcral  preparations  of  mercorr— 
attentively  consider  the  phenomena  of    my  object  being^  rather   to  direct  tbe 
indit^estion,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that    attention  of  practitioners  to  the  siii|n<lv 
in  a  Urger  majority  of^cases  we  shall  be    yalue  of  a  therapeutic   agent,  witboat 
senHible  of  the  impropriety  of  haying*    the  co-ooeration  of  which  their  curatire 
recourse  to  any  antiphlogistic  measures;    efforts,  boweyer  scientifically  directed, 
but  on  the  contrary  of  the  expediency     will   now  and  then  be  frustrated.    In 
of  endeavouring  to'  impart  a  j^ reater  de-    order,   however,   that   the  efficiencr  of 
gree  of  tone  to  an  organ  already  suffer-    this  drug  be  duly  exemplified,  it  i»  rnj 
ing  from  diminished  excitation.      From     important  that  the    powder  baye  been 
the  experiments  which  have  been  made    recently  prepared,   mnd   free   fmm   all 
with  nux  vomica  upon  animals  gene-    adulteration.     With   this  view   I  bare 
rally,  and  u|K>n  man,  it  is  established     generally  been  in  the  habit  of  laying  a 
that  it«  first  effects,  when  giyen  in  mo-    strict  injunction  upun  the  druggie  to 
derate  doses,  are   those  of   an    actiye    supply  me  with  a  genuine  articltr,  offer- 
stimulant  to  the  nervous  system,  without    ing  at  the  same  time  a  somewhat  hit^ber 
producing  any  marked  influence  upon    price  to  insure  this  object,  many  of  the 
the   pulse ;  whilst,  if  given   in  larger    specimens  which  I  have  met  with  bar- 
doses,  its  effects  arc  manifested  **by  a    ing  proved,    upon   trial,   to    be  alvoit 
disordered  state  of  the  muscular  system;"    wortnless. 

and  if  persevered  in  still  further,  tetanus  I  am  unwilling  to  occupy  more  of 
and  asphyxia  are  the  result.  But  with-  your  space  by  detailing  any  cases  ia 
out  further  allusion  to  its  various  phy-  which  I  have  found  the  above  renedr 
aiological  effects,  I  shall  merely  a^d,  so  very  serviceable,  particularly  u  1 
that  nowever  energetic  a  poison  it  may  tnist,  from  what  has  been  already  laid, 
in  some  instances  have  proved,  I  have  the  indications  for  its  use  will  appear 
never  found  its  exhibition,  even  in  toler-  suffi^-iently  evident.  Before  concliidiog, 
ably  full  doses,  productive  of  tbe  slightest  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  tbat  tbe 
inconvenience,  either  when  given  in  the  late  Dr.  Bclcombe,  of  York,  was  in  tbe 
form  of  powder,  extract,  or  tincture,  habit  of  employing  the  nux  vomica  for 
And  this  leads  me  to  remark,  tbat  of  the  relief  or  indigestion,  but  in  what 
the  three  modes  of  exhibiti<»n  above  particular  form  of  this  complaint  I  am 
alluded  to,  that  of  the  powder  appears  not  at  present  prepared  to  say.  Mr. 
to  be  by  far  the  best,  as  its  effects  are  Wa<ts  also,  of  Tnirsk,  prescribed  it  ia 
far  more  uniform  and  certain  :  this  may  similar  cases,  without  however,  so  fir 
be  given  in  doses  of  three,  four,  or  five  as  I  am  aware  of,  attaching  any  rerr 
grains,  suspended  in  cinnamon  water,  great  importance  to  its  exhibition.  1 
with  mucilage,  to  which  an  aromatic,  as  am  happy  in  being  ahic  to  add  the  tes- 
the  tinctura  cardamomi  comp.  ni.iv  be  timony  of  Mr.  Fawdington,  of  this 
added,  or,  ccmihined  with  a  little  calum-  town,  in  favour  of  its  remedial  powers; 
ba;  and  carbonate  of  soda,  in  the  form  the  latter  gentleman  having,  in  tbe 
of  a  powder,  three  times  a  day.  If,  course  of  an  extensive  practice,  enjojed 
as  is  usually  the  case,  costiveness  be  repeated  opportunities  of  verifying  its 
present,  this  condition  may  he  best  utility,  especially  in  tbe  removal  of 
obviated  by  continuing  with  each  dose    pyrosis. 

of  the  remedies  above  indicated,  two  It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  state, 
or  three  grains  of  the  pulvis  rhei :  if,  that  in  advocating  the  claims  of  a  tnilr 
on  the  contrary,  diarrhwa  be  an  accom-  valuable  remedy  to  the  notice  of  tbe 
])anving  symptom,  this  state  constitutes  pn>fession,  as  adapted  to  a  class  of  dis** 
no  objection  to  the  employment  of  the  orders  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
nux  vomica,  which  may  still  be  exhi!>it-  very  rarely  tried,  I  am  impressed  with 
ed,  in  combination  with  chalk  or  opium,  a  stnmg  conviction  that,  unlike  minj 
until  the  healthy  action  of  the  bowels  fashionable  remedies  of  the  day,  it  is 
be  restored.  destined  to  hold  a  very  high  rauL  in  tbe 
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scale  of  our  remedial  agents,  an  antici-  many  respects  it  resembled  that  adopted 

patiou  which  I  hope  to  see  in  part  re-  by  one  of  my  excellent  colleagues  on 

alized,  bv  its  adiiiissiun  into  a  future  that  memorable  occasion,  and  which  he 

edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  has  so  ably  described  in  the  fifth  volume 

I  remain,  sir,  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 

Your  obedient  servant.  Journal. 

Thomas  Mellor,  One  of  my  patients,  who  recovered, 

Demonntrator  of  Auatomy  at  tb«  was  a  lad  about  ten  vears  of  age,  named 

Royal  bchool  of  Anatomy  and  /^        _       t                    r/«i                  ^   '        i     V 

iiedicine.  ijeorge  James.       The   symptoms   had 

been  of  an  alarming  character,  and  he 

Manchester,  Feb.  16,  l«87.  had  been  considered  to  be  in  imminent 


. — — —  danger. 

A  few  months  after  his  recovery,  I 

CASE  OF  TYPHUS  FEVER— CON-  was  again  called  upon  to  attend  him. 

CUSSION  OF  THE  BRAIN— AND  He  had  fallen  from  a  \o(iy  tree,  which 

GORING  BY  A  BULL.  he  had  ascended  to  take  a  rookVnest; 

was  taken  up  insensible,  and   in   that 

state  conveyed  home.     Upon  examina- 

7*o  the  Editor  4>f  the  Medical  Gazette,  tion,  I  could  not  discover  any  fractured 

bone,  or  any  depression  of  the  cranium* 

Si^>  The  dilated  state  of  the  pupil,  and  its 

The   publication  of  some  Cases   I  re-  incontractility     on    the     admission    of 

ceutly    sent  you,  has  induced   me   to  light,    with   other  symptoms,   denoted 

communicate  the  following,  thinking  it  concussion  of  the  brain  ;   and  I  treated 

may    be    interesting    to   many   of  the  the  case  accordinurly.     The  only  sensi- 

readers  of  your  excellent  journal, — to  bility  he  displayed,  was  taking  into  hia 

some  of  whom  it  may  resemble  a  bio-  mouth  and  swallowing  what  supplies  of 

graphical  sketch  rather  than  the  simple  food  or  medicine  were  given  him ;  and 

detail  of  facts  relating  to  the  medical  he  was  restless  when  necessitated  to  at- 

history   of  an  individual  in  the  lower  tend  to  the  calls  of  nature.     At  first  I 

rmnks  of  society,   and   for  the  greater  gave  him   calomel  and  antimonials  in 

part  of  his  life  Ihe  inhabitant  of  a  re-  combination,  to  which  I  added  a  strong 

tired  country  village.  infusion  of  senna,  with  small  doses  of 

the  compound  spirit  of  ammonia.  When 

Soon  afler  I  commenced  practice,  I  the  pulse,  which  was  at  first  feeble,  in- 
received  an  order  from  tlie  overseer  of  a  creased  in  force  and  number,  I  had  re- 
neigfabouring  parish  to  that  in  which  I  course  to  general  and  topical  bleeding; 
resided,  to  attend  some  families  afflicted  at  which  times  he  would  open  his  eyes 
with  fever.  In  one  of  the  cottages  (a  and  look  about  him,  and  tnen  relapse 
miserable  hovel,  containing  only  two  into  his  state  of  insensibility.  He  con- 
rooms,  one  above  and  one  oelow,  and  tinued  in  a  similar  state  of  torpidity, 
both  badly  protected  from  the  incle-  breathing  without  difficulty,  and  resem- 
mency  of  the  weather,)  I  found  two  bling  any  one  in  profound  sleep,  for 
young  persons  already  dead ;  another  in  above  a  week ;  when  he  gradually  be- 
the  last  stage  of  typhus,  who  expired  gan  to  take  notice,  and  at  length  to 
during  the  ensuing  night ;  and  three  or  make  inquiries  respecting  himself,  hay- 
four  others  in  different  stages  of  the  ing  no  recollection  of  any  thing  that 
same  disease,  who  subsequently  re-  had  occurred  after  the  branches  of  the 
covered.  tree  had  given  way  with  him.    He  soon 

Although   I  had   never  before  seen  after  regained  his  health  and  strength. 
such  distress  in  private  practice,  I  had         From  this  period  I  had  no  call  to  at- 

witnessed  the  direful  effects  of  typhus  tend  this  unfortunate  youth  until  he  had 

lever  upon  an  extended  scale,  having  attained   the  age  of  nineteen;  but   he 

been  one  of  the  medical  attendants  on  had  in  the  interim  some  narrow  escapes, 

the  sick  and  wounded  troops  who  re-  as  he   had   connected  himself  witn   a 

turned  to  Plymouth  afler  the  death  of  ganc^  of  depredators  who  infested  the 

their  lamented  commander.  Sir  J.  Moore,  neighbourhood;  and,  being  detected  in 

at  Corunna.    The  treatment  I  had  re-  some  burglaries,  had  sentence  of  death 

course  to  I  will  not  detail,  as  it  mif^ht  twice  recorded  against  him,  which  wa& 

render  my  communication  unnecessarily  each  time  commwled  ^ot  ib^.  Xenn  oiK  Vcok- 

tedious;   suffice  it  to  men  tion,  chat  in  prisonment,  ou  accouxA  o^  Vv&  ^Q>^^« 
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On  this  occasion  he  had  received  9,  tracted.  I  directed  hit  ta1ciii|^  a  •olii- 
severe  wound  in  the  abdomen,  from  an  tion  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  erery  three 
enraged  bull,  which  he  had  been  occa-  hours,  combined  with  small  doses  of  the 
sionailj  in  the  habit  of  irritating^ ;  and  antimonium  tartarizatum. 
being  at  work  in  the  field  where  the  About  seven  hours  after  the  acddcnt 
animal  was  grazinfj^,  he  commenced  I  ag^ain  saw  him ;  bis  counteoance  wtt 
throwing  stones,  &c.,  when  it  closed  somewhat  flushed  ;  the  pulse  above  100, 
upon  htm,  and  tossed  him  into  the  and  full ;  the  skin  warm  and  drj ;  sad 
hedge.  Fortunately  for  him,  he  fell  on  the  bowels  had  not  been  evacuated.  I 
the  opposite  side,  otherwise  a  second  aU  had  again  recourse  to  venesection,  and 
tack  might  have  occasioned  his  death  directed  a  perseverance  with  the  other 
on  the  spot  He  rose  from  the  ground,  means  before  recommended, 
with  the  intei^tion  of  reaching  the  ad-  The  following  morning  I  found  be 
joining  farm-house,  but  found  that  a  had  passed  a  tranquil  night.  The  eon- 
considerable  portion  of  liis  bowels  were  stitutional  irritation,  though  somewhat 
protruding  through  a  wound  occasioned  increased,  did  not  exist  in  anj  consider- 
oy  the  horn  of  the  bull;  and,  after  able  degree;  the  tongue  waa  covered 
calling  for  assistance,  fell  down,  unable  with  a  white  crust,  and  he  complained 
to  proceed  any  further.  In  this  state  of  thirst ;  the  skin  was  dry  and  hot ;  the 
he  was  discovered  and  conveyed  into  pulse  110,  and  increased  in  hardness; 
the  house.  On  my  arrival,  I  found  him  the  bowels  bad  not  been  relieved,  al- 
reclining  on  a  bed  on  the  floor ;  his  coun-  though  he  had  voided  his  urine  several 
tenance  pale,  respiration  quick,  pulse  times,  and  the  surface  of  the  abdomen 
small  and  very  rapid,  and  a  clammy  betrayed  an  increased  degree  of  tender- 
coldness  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  ness.  I  bled  him  again,  and  directed  a 
particularly  of  the  extremities.  The  gp*ain  of  calomel,  and  the  sameqnin- 
nsmorrhage  had  been  very  copious,  ti^  of  antimonial  powder,  to  be  taken 
Upon  examining  the  wound,  I  found  every  four  hours,  and  a  dose  of  a  saline 
that  it  commenced  about  the  centre  of  cathartic  mixture  in  the  intennediile 
the  right  iliac  region,  and  extended  ob-  time,  and  likewise  the  administratioD  of 
liquely  upwards,  for  five  or  six  inches  the  common  domestic  enema  every  fftat 
'  in  length.  The  intestines  were  pro-  or  six  hours,  with  the  repetition  of  the 
truding  in  a  considerable  mass,  equal-  application  of  cold  externally, 
ling  in  size  the  head  of  a  child  «figbt  or  A  call  to  a  particular  obstetrical  case 
ten  years  of  age,  and  consisted  of  nearly  prevented  my  seeing  him  until  the  fol- 
the  whole  of  tne  colon,  and  at  least  two  lowing  morning  (forty-four  hours  after 
feet  in  extent  of  the  ilium ;  but  upon  the  accident).  1  found  him  apparently 
tracing  them  minutely,  I  could  discover  in  a  hopeless  state ;  his  countenance 
no  other  injury  they  had  received,  ex-  was  deeply  fluithed,  and  displayed  a 
cepting  a  laceration  of  several  of  the  complete  personification  of  anxiety,  his 
mesenteric  vessels,  from  whence  the  sight  being  directed  from  one  object  to 
biemorrhage had  proceeded.  The  omen-  another  in  quick  succession;  he  bad 
tum,  whicn  appeared  as  if  rent  in  seve-  been  delirious  at  intervals  during  the 
ral  directions,  was  lying  on  one  side,  night,  a  troublesome  hiccup  distressed 
Having  reduced  the  intestines,  and  him,  and  he  had  vomited  several  times, 
extended  the  omentum  over  them  as  The  skin  was  dry,  and  parched  witb 
evenly  as  possible,  I  closed  the  wound,  heat ;  the  tongue  covered  with  a  dark 
and  secured  its  edges  in  contact  with  brown  coating ;  the  pulse  very  irregular 
sutures,  and  straps  of  adhesive  plaster ;  in  force  ana  number,  but  averaging 
a  fold  of  linen  was  laid  over  the  dress-  about  150  per  minute ;  and  the  abdo- 
ing,  and  a  band  six  or  eight  inches  in  men  felt  tense,  and  was  excessivelj 
breadth  surrounded  the  abdomen,  over  tender,  as  the  slightest  touch  gave  him 
which  I  directed  a  large  compress  to  be  severe  pain.  He  told  me  be  should  die, 
applied,  frequently  wrung  out  of  cold  and  thanked  me  for  the  attention  I  had 
water.      A  degree  of  reaction   taking  shewn  him   on  this  and  former  occa- 

Jdace,  as  the  pulse  was  increasing  in  sions.     I  directed  an  occasional  dose  of 

brce,   I  had  recourse  to  venesection ;  ol.  ricini,  which  I  subsequently  found 

and  ifi  this,  as  well  as  in  the  subsequent  his  stomach  retained  ;   the  enemata  to 

bleedings,  was  governed  more  by  the  be  continued,  injecting  a   solution  of 

e£Fect  upon  the  vascular  system  than  sulphate  of  soda  in  strong  infusion  of 

in^uenced  by  the  quantity  o{  V>\oo4  e^-  ^xlta.,  vsA\At«^^^i  tbe  applicatioB  of 
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cold  water  to  tbe  abdomen  as  i^cquentljr  morninj^  I  was  requested  to  attend  a 

as  coald  well  be  effectecl.  coroner's  inquest,  who  were  assembled 

On  my  seeing  bim  in  tbe  evening*,  be  to  investigate  tbe  affair.    I  went  accord, 

exclaimed  witb  animation,  **  I  am  better,  ingly  to  meet  tbe  coroner  and  jury,  and 

sir."   His  countenance  was  expressive  of  having  stated  what  I  knew  of  tbe  case, 

less  anxiety ;  bis  skin  felt  softer,  was  proceeded  thence  witb  my  assistant  to 

cooler,  and  disposed  to  a  gentle  perspira-  examine  tbe  body, 

lion;  tbe  tongue  was  whiter  and  cleaner;  Upon  laying  open  tbe  abdomen,  tbe 

tbe  pulse  rec^ular.  though  much  too  full  intestines  appeared  extensively  inflamed, 

and  quick ;  toe  other  symptoms  more  fa-  but  more  so  on  tbe  right  side  than  on 

vourable;  and  the  bowels  had  been  re-  tbe  leA,  tbe  mesenteric  vessels  being 

lieved  several  times.     I  directed  tbe  full  or  distended,  and  the  peritoneum 

continuance  of  tbe  cold    applications,  reddened  in  several  parts.    At  tbe  part 

and  the  repetition  of  the  oleum  ricini,  where  be  bad  been  wounded  by  tbe  Dull 

with  his  taking  plentiful! v  of  whey  and  there  was  a  deficiency  of  tbe  peritoneal 

soft  gruel,  tbe  only  articles  of  diet  he  lining  of  the  abdominal  panetes,  the 

had  taken  since  tbe  occurrence  of  the  internal  parts  being  simply  covered  by 

accident.     I  bad  likewise  recourse  to  an  expansion  of  integument,  for  an  ex- 

anotbcr  bleeding,  abstracting  the  blood  tent  of  five  or  six  inches  in  length,  by 

to  a  greater  extent  than  at  any  time  two  or  three  in  breadth.    We  removed 

before.  the  stomach  and  duodenum,  with  por- 

Tbe  foUowing  moruing  I  was  grati-  tions  of  the  intestines,  and  exammed 
tied  by  finding  considerable  amendment,  their  contents ;  and  being  unable  to  de- 
The  pulse  was  about  90 ;  the  tempera-  tect  any  poison,  we  called  upon  the 
ture  of  the  skin  lessened,  and  it  was  be>  coroner  and  jury  to  request  tneir  ad- 
dewed  with  a  gentle  perspiration ;  the  joumment  till  tbe  following  dav,  in 
abdominal  tension  was  nearly  gone,  order  to  allow  us  time  for  a  deliberate 
and  the  wound  (which  I  now  examined  examination  by  tests.  Sec.  We  con> 
for  the  first  time  afler  closing  it,)  pre-  veyed  the  stomach,  ike.  home ;  and  aAer 
sented  a  favourable  appearance.  Se?e-  a  minute  examination  by  tests,  and  em- 
ral  evacuations  bad  taken  place  during  ploying  every  method  of  analysis  for  the 
tbe  night.  From  this  time  the  symp-  detection  of  poison,  as  recommended  on 
toms  continued  to  improve,  and  m^  pa-  such  occasions,  without  success,  we 
tient  gradually  recovered.  On  discon-  made  our  report  to  the  jury,  who,  witb- 
tinning  my  attendance,  I  ordered  his  out  much  hesitation,  returned  a  verdict 
wearing  continually  a  wide  baud  or  of—**  Died  by  tbe  visitation  of  God." 
belt,  by  way  of  support  and  protection ;  Tbe  only  account  given  by  tbe  wife 
and  also  cautioned  nini  to  be  attentive  relative  to  the  sudden  illness  of  the  de- 
to  the  state  of  his  bowels,  carefully  ceased,  was,  that  be  had  gone  to  work 
avoiding  a  state  of  constipation,  and  at  a  stone-quarry  without  wearing  his 
whatever  would  be  likely  to  occasion  belt,  and  that  he  had  drank  a  quantity 
irritation.  of  cider,  a  beverage  to  which  be  was 

A  few  months  afler  his  recovery  be  unaccustomed.-— I  am,  sir, 

left    the    neighbourhood    for    London,  Yours  very  restiectfully, 

where  be  married  and  resided  three  or  J.  F.  Hulbert. 

four  years ;  when  be  again  returned  to  q^  Trinity  Square.  Southwark, 

nu  native  place.     Some  time  afterward  Feb.  7,  1887. 

I   received  an   urgent  request  to  visit 

him   as  expeditiously  as  possible.     I 

went  immediately  to  bis  house,  but  he  TREATMENT  OF  HYDROCELE 

had  expired  before  my  arrival.     He  bad  j^Y  IODINE. 

suffered  extreme  pain  in  his  stomach 

and  bowels,  with  great  sickness  and  re-  ^^ 

laxation.    The  abdomen  was  somewhat  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  G/tzette. 

distended  and  tense,  but  the  body  did 

not  present  any  external  appearance  of  Si  a, 

injury.      I  \eh  tbe  house,    saying    I  The  following  observations  exhibit  the 

aboufd  call  the  next  morning  to  make  a  good  effects  produced  by  iodine  in  a 

further  examination  of  the  body.   Mean-  case  of  hydrocele,  no  other  remedy  hav- 

time  it  was  reported  he  bad  been  poi-  ing  been  ever  emploj|red  for  the  cure  of 

toned  by  bis  wife;  and  the  following  tbe  discaM  \u  Oi\&  ^^Ut^YiX. 
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I  had  intended  to  have  transmitted  hydrioda'te  of  potash  to  one  omet  of 
this  case  for  your  notice  soon  afler  the  ^  hog's  lard, 

cure  had  heen  accomplished.     I  could  llth.— Rep.  Uog.  et  Poly.  Cath. 

not,  however,  at  that  time  give  an  ac-  16th.— Rep.  Ung. 

count  of  any  other  similar  case  in  which  „  «,       ^  j*       -.       «           ^jx 

the  effecte  of  iodine  had    beeu  esU-  **  Z"Diuu°t[2^"- **"»"***^ " 

hlished ;  since  that  period  I  can  hear  ^'            '  3     - 

testimony  to  the  same  favourable  result  23d.— Rep. 

in  two  other  cases ;  and  at  this  present  ^^^7  ^-  —  Tinct.  lodlns,  TTlxu.  at 

time  I  have  another  case  (which  has  ex-  antea  somend. 

isted  for  the  last  seven  years),  under  V      w  ?i!!:""%<*u     o 

similar  treatment,  doing  well.    I  have  ^°»;  ]^  '^*^o!k     p  ^~     ^' 

had  my  attention  drawn  to  this  particu-  ^^P^  ^  *°^  12th.-Rep. 

lar  case  (the  account  of  u  hich  I  now  Oct.  3d.— Cored. 

have  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  to  yoo^,  The  patient  was  considered  quite  well 

from  having  the  same  patient  at  this  on  the  12th  of  September,  but  he  w« 

time  under  my  care,  he  having  recently  desirous  of  continuing  the  same  reae* 

met  with  an  accident,  the  consequence  dies  for  a  short  time  longer ;  he  has  de- 

of  which  has  been  phlegmonous  erysi-  sisted  employing  them,  however,  siiice 

pelas  of  his  right  hand  and  arm.     It  is  the  3d  of  October.    The  treatment  of 

more  than  sixteen  months  since  he  was  hydrocele  by  tapping  and  subsequent 

cured  of  the  hydrocele,  and  he  has  not  injections  is  not  at  alitimes  unattended 

experienced  any  symptoms  of  its  return,  by  danger.     I  witnessed  on  one  ooca* 

1  consider  these  facts  worthy  of  re-  sion  death  ensue  in  consequence  of  thb 
mark ;  and  if  you  coincide  with  me  in  '  treatment,  at  Sl  Bartholomew**  Hospi- 

this  opinion,  perhaps  you  will  find  space  tal.     I  am  not  aware  of  an^  ill  effects 

for  them  in  your  journal.  succeeding  to  the  use  of  iodine  in  this 

I  am,  sir,  disease,  wliich  can  be  in  anywise  attri* 

Your  obedient  servant,  buted  to  its  employment. 

Charles  Caswall.  p  g  _j  ^^^^  ^y^^  communication  as 

18,  Wobarn  Place,  Rnwell  Square,  if  written  on  the  21st  of  this  month,  UOC 

Feb.  21, 1887.  intending  to  send  it  to  you  till  that  dsy. 

It    was    written,    however,    yesterday 
'    --  "         '  '    is  somewhat  singo- 

jT  your  Gazette  of 

wick  I^ne,  became  a  patient  of  mine  on  i"**  "»^'  ^  """  ^'V'  ^«"«'V'"?  ^"^ 

the  4th  of  June,  1836,  with  a  hydrocele  ^r.Keate,  and  another  from  Mr.  Lewis, 

about  the  size  of  the  egg  of  an  ostrich.  ^"  ^^"^  treatment  of  hydrocele  by  pone. 

The  fluid   had  been  accumulating  for  ^^'^'    Perhaps  the  mode  of  treating  this 

the  previous  twelve  or  thirteen  months,  ^'^^^f  "^  /»««*«  prescribed,  may  saper- 

and  was  perfectly  transparent.     No  re-  ^^^  ^^^^  of  puncture, 

medy  whatever  bad  been  employed  to  Feb.  18, 1837. 

remove  it,  neither  had  any  but  the  ope- 

ration  of  tapping  been  suggested ;  and  .    ^^m,«,^T.r«r^,.T    ^w^    w^^rw^wT^wrt 

to  this  the  pitient  was  greatly  aCeree.  *   COMBINATION  OF    PAXnOLO- 

I  therefore  recommended  him  to  pursue  GICAL  STATES, 

the  following  treatment :—  occurring  in  one  and  the  same 

T             A^u        -n     n    1         r   t                            ••  INDIVIDUAL.' 

June  4th.— R  Pulv.  Jalapae,   gr.  xij. ;  r,  j  .- .      j  ,l  •   rk_-  • 

Hydrarg.   Submor.  gr.  iij.    M.  eras  HydutuU  and  ihnr  Origin. 

mane.  — — 

6th.— R  Ung.  Potass.  Hydriod.  3j.  ^-^  '*«  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gmzette. 

This  portion  of  ointment  to  be  rubbed  -         "^'      *i     r  n      •               ^     • 

into  the  scrotum  every  night  and  mom-  ].  "^".^  J"""  't-  f"'  °*"'K."»e  «>'  '""f.^ 

ing.  and  at  all  other  timis  some  of  the  »'°"' ''  J"*"  ""»''  'be  vanety  of  morbid 

ointment  to  be  spread  on  lint  and  ap-  "PPeawnces  co-existing   therein  suffi- 

plied  around  it  (L  scrotum,  of  cours^,  f'«""j^,  «»"""»  *"  "»«"'  *  Pl»«  «  J«" 

to  be  constantly  suspended  in  a  ban-  J**"™*'* 

dage.)    The  ointment  was  composed  in  John  Kemp,  st.  68,  labourer,  was  ad- 
its prr»portions,  of  one  drachm  of  the  mlttedinto  the  Birmingham  Dvpcnsarj 
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in  October  lul,  with  fe*er,  jetlownew  from  the  ibaeaee  of  flalas  In  the  JDtM. 
of  sicio,  pain  in  tight  bj'pochundriutD,  tines.  Upon  raising  the  stemum  and 
and  coug-h—  in  short,  with  the  usual  false  ribs,  tbe  former  broke  off  below 
EjinptnniB  uf  acute  hepatitit,  forwhieh  the  clavicles,  and  exhibited  its  cancelli, 
he  was  bled  wilb  teecfaes  to  the  anus,  tilled  with  a  bloodj  purulent  fluid,  which 
■nd  over  the  side,  with  K'^at  relief,  alsu  was  observed  in  the  ribs,  which 
Still  the  pain  aiid  teiidemess,  thoug-h  were  extremely  brittle,  and  easilj  cut 
knencd,  were  not  remuved,  and  the  with  the  uariilsffe  knife.  The  riifht 
cough  continued  unabated,  with  ereat  side  uf  tbe  chest  was  quite  dull  on  per- 
duloesB  ou  percussion,  over  the  loHer  cussiuii.  The  sternum  having  been  re- 
part  of  the  nybt  side,  and  with  absence  moved,  a  largre  substance  was  found  oe- 
of  (he  respiratory  murmur.  Similar  at-  cupyin^  tbe  ciKht  side  of  the  cbestj  and 
ULpks  reiTUrred  (requciitly,  and  were  re-  projoctinK  downwards  as  far  as  the 
lieted  by  the  same  means;  but  as  the  Lidnej'  that  adhered  to  it.  It  waa 
couf^h  on  each  occasion  became  woise,  covered  at  its  upper  aud  front  part  by 
though  there  was  no  decided  crepita-  the  condensed  aud  Battened  lune,  and 
tiun,  t)or  were  the  sputa  mixed  with  at  tbe  lower  portion  bj- tbe  rif^bt  lobe  of 
blood,  I  chan)|;ed  the  diajfnosis  from  the  liver,  which,  from  the  thickness  of 
bepatilis  to  pneumonia.  Tbe  last  attack  about  an  inch  at  tbe  fissure,  was  tbioiied 
occurred  about  three  weeks  af;o,  with  and  flattened  out  oter  tbe  tumor,  till  at 
intense  pain  and  tenderness  over  tbe  its  ed|^  it  was  onlj  11  inches  thick; 
whole  side;  urgent  dyspniEa,  so  that  he  the  middle  portion  was  covered  hy  the 
«ould  not  lie  down  ;  aulness  on  per-  adherent  pleura  and  diapbrag-m.  "  ' 
cuasion  over  Hght  side  of  the  chest,  being  able  to  remove  the  contents  ol 
with  absence  OT   respiratory  sound,  and  chest  in  consequence  ofibeir  linn  adhe- 


r   Heht   side   of  the   chest,  being  able  to  remove  the  contents  of  the 

e  OT   respiratory  sound,  and  chest  in  consequence  ofibeir  linn  adhe- 

Kj^ophony  opposite  tne  middle  lobe,  and  sions  to  the  tumor,  I  opened  it,  uheit 

mtenle  respiration  over  the   lell    side,  outflowed  a  quantity  of  hydatids,  which, 

Tlie  sputa  were  rusty,  and  very  viscid,  when   all   collected,    filled    a    common 

He  had  leeches  to  the  side,  and   look  wasb-hand   basin.      They   were   of  all 

Ant  Tart.,  and  the  next  day  the  subcre-  sizes,  from  a  turkey's  egg  to  a  grain  of 

pitant  or  mucous  rattle  was  beard  over  sand,  sn  J  contained  either  a  yellow  or  a 

the  front  and  upper  part  of  the  right  IiiD)jid  fluid.     In  many  that  were  not 

Inngi below  which,  behind,  the  Kgopbo-  burst,  smaller  ones,  containing  the  yel- 

n;  continued,  and  below  that,  ail   was  low  fluid,  might  be  seen  fioaiiug  about 

dull.     In   a  few   days  afterwards,  the  with   shreds  of  the   lining  membrane, 

s^vphony  bad  ceased,  and  nothing  but  They  were  all  ovoid  or  globular,  and 

k  nucoDS  rattle  was  beard  at  the  upper  without  pedicles,  but  some  were  spotted 

part  of  the  lung,  before   and   behind,  on  their  surface   with   a  single  opaque 

From  (his  time  his  strength  gradually  spot.    The  large  were  grey  and  opaque, 

failed, and  be  died  on  tbe  tith  mst,  after  tne  middle  sized  transparent,  and  the 

a   violent  attack  of  dyspnces,  his  side  smallest  yellow,  the  colour  of  oil.     The 

continuing    very    lender    to    Uie    last,  cyst  being  removed,  was  found  to  be 

Some   yeais   ago   he   bad   a    paralytic  formcil  by  the  peritoneum  below,  and  by 

attack  that  affected  ibe  muscles  of  tbe  the  diaphragm  and  pleura  above,  cun- 

right  side  of  tbe  face,  so  that  he  had  no  sisting  lixtemBlly  of  a  dense  laminated 

power  to  close  that  e^e,  which  remained  membrane,  1-Blb  of  an  inch  thick,  co- 

irjde  open  even  during  sleep,  and  was  vered  internally  with  platcsofcalcarenua 

nnable  to  whistle  or  blow,  the  cheek  matter,   from   one   to   three   inches    in 

being  quite  flaccid  ;  and  for  some  time  diameter,  and  lined  with  thick  layen  of 

before  bis  illuess,his  appetite  bad  failed,  condensed  lymph.     Tbe  right  lung  was 

and  be  had  some  difficulty  in  swallow,  not  so  much  condensed  as  to  sink  in 

in^,  and  often  vomited  his  food,  which  water ;  and  between  its  lower  edge,  all 

g*ve  him  great  pain.     During  bis  ill-  round,   and  the  cyst,   was   a   layer  of 

DcsB,  and  particularly  towards  the  close,  tynipb  opposite  tbe  part  ivlicrr  tcgiipbony 

bis  urine  was  very  scautt',  and  nearly  was  heard,  and  extending  forwards  to 

ceased  for  a  few  days,      lie  always  lay  the  pericardium.     In  the  cells  of  tbi* 

on  hia  right  side.  lymph  were  a  number  of  hydatids,  cx- 

Stelia  cadaveris,  leventy-lwo  houri,  aclly  similar  Vu  tho'^  cjmVawiei^  wv '^n« 

r.M.  —  Body    not   gnatly   einacialcdi  cysL     Thele(t\nwg""tta\i3'jet\.'o'^\«A^ 

I'ht-at  btrrel-abaoed.  a»  usual  in  nenuiixt  nnH     niksr    onii>\iviipn\»tnuA.    v.iA    v^ 
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clogged  with  mucus.    The  heart  was  tissues,  I  Tcnture  to  append  the  foUuw- 

natura],and  contained  some  ante-murtem  iug  remarks. 

clots.    The  aorta  was  ossified  half  an        All  the  authors  I  have  consulted  upoa 

inch  square  at  the  arch,  with  commencing  the  subject  of  hydatids,  describe  ihea 

ulceration  and  dilatation.  as  containing  a  limpid  fluid,  colourlen, 

The  stomach  was  large,  and,  about  or  jellow,  when  the  liver  is  the  scatef 
four  inches  from  the  pylorus,   at  the  disease;  and  Cm veilhier,  whose aooount 
lesser  curvature,  was  a  round  elevated  in  the  Diet,  Pratique  is  by  far  the  BCMt 
ulcer,   with   sharp  edges,  l-4th  of  an  complete,  sajs  that  thejr  are  alwaji  in- 
inch  thick  ;  the  bottom  being  formed  bj  eluded  in  a  parent  cjst,  which  liaes  the 
the   hypertrophied  transverse  muscular  dense   and  fibrous   one   that  is  formed 
fibres.    There  was  another  ulcer  close  around  them.     He  also  rejects  entirrlj 
by,  which  had  not  perforated  the  mu-  the  notion  that  they  owe  their  origin  lo 
cous  membrane,  and  was  covered  with  inflammation.     In  this  case  there  were 
pus ;  and  another  in  its  commencement  very  few,  out  of  some  thousands,  that 
at  the  pylorus,  which  was  much  thick-  were  not  empty,  or  nearly^  so ;  indeed, 
ened.    The  mucous  membrane  was  ge-  had   they  been   full   of   fluid,  the  sac 
nerally  congested  and  thickened,  but  could  not  have  contained  the  tenth  part 
not  soflcnc'd.     The  left  lobe  of  the  liver  of  them  :  besides  that,  they  were  care- 
was  twice  its  usual  size,  ami  lay  in  the  fully  ladled  out  with  a  saucer,  and  their 
Icil  hypochondrium.     It  had  the  nut-  integrity  was  proved  by  the  blow-pipe, 
meg  appearance,  but  there  was  no  dif-  There  was  no  '*  mother  cyst,"  ana  ail 
ference  m  the  texture  of  the  two  lobes,  the  larger  cysts  contained  atheronM,aad 
Both  the  liver  and  lungs  were  friable,  so   much  cholesteriue   that  the  fingers 
The  middle  nortion  of  the  right  kidney  were  spangled  over  by  it,and  felt  greasy 
was  soflcned,  mottled,  and  had  lost  its  after  touching  them.      Not  having  aa 
tubular  state.     The   left  was  healthy,  opportunity  of  consulting  their  works, 
but  was  compressed  by  the  liver  into  a  I  cannot  say  upon  what  grounds  Vitel 
triangular    shape.       The    spleen    was  and  Jager  support  their  opinion  of  the 
healthy.    The  intestines  and  Drain  were  inflammatory  origin  o£  hydatids,  nor 
not  examined.  does  Cruveilhier  mention  tnem ;  hot  ia 

Upon  further  inquiry,  I  ascertained  none  of  the  numerous  cases  quoted  bj 

that  the  patient  had  Wen  subject  to  pain  him  is  there  wason  to  believe  diat  tble 

in  the  right  side  for  thirty  years,  and,  disease  was  of  recent  occunvnce,  nor  ii 

about  fifteen  years  a^o,  had  broken  one  the  recent  cflTusiou  of  lymph  in  the  part 

of  his  ribs  on  that  side.    The  paralysis  ever  mentioned.  Yet,  in  tne  case  above, 

of  the  seventh  pair  came  on  suddenly  although  the  first  deposition  of  hvdatids 

one  cold  night,  while  he  was  going  to  was    probably   referrible  to  the  injarirt 

his  club,  and  was  unattended  with  any  sustained   many  years   before,   the  se- 

apoplectic  symptoms.  cond  (indicated    by    the  acute  pleuro- 

Uuon  a  close  examination  of  the  by-  pneumony,  with  effusion  of  fluid  and 
datias,  I  found  that  the  major  part  were  lymph,  as  diagnosticated  by  ausculu- 
collapsed  and  empty,  but  entire.  The  tion  and  percussion,)  could  not  be  con- 
largest  consisted  of  three  coats  easily  sidered  to  be  of  older  date  than  the  last 
detached  from  each  other,  and  contain-  attack,  three  weeks  before  die  death  of 
ed  numerous  smaller  hydatids,  and  the  patient.  The  lymph  occupied  tbf 
atheromatous  matter,  besides  a  number  most  dependent  part  of  the  right  plearal 
of  minute  yellow  cysts,  the  walls  of  cavity,  and  was  quite  soil,  and  floau- 
which  were  composed  of  cholesterine,  lent,  having  all  its  areoke  filled  with 
coloured  by  the  yellow  fluid  within ;  hydatids  of  a  small  size^  very  few  of 
which,  at  a  cursory  view,  I  had  pre>  which  contained  any  fluid.  All  these 
yiously  mistaken  for  a  gelatinous  matter,  circumstances  are  in  favour  of  there- 
I  established  the  fact  of  the  unbroken  cent  production  of  the  hydatids;  and 
state  of  the  empty  hydatids,  by  piercing  this  idea  is  borne  out  by  a  comparison 
them  with  a  blow.pipe  and'  inflating  with  Mr.  Sherwin*s  case,  in  vol.  xix. 
them.  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 

As  the  foregoing  case  exhibits  a  coin-  Journal.    In  this  case,  the  tumor  was 

cidence  of  a  great  variety  of  pathologi-  punctured    several  times,    at    about  a 

cal  states,  and   appears   to  nic  to  add  week's  interval,  and  Mr.  S.  remarked, 

5omewhat  to  our  knowledge  of  the  oh-  that  ailer  the  first  two  evacuations  of 

bcurc  subject  of  the    de^cticioiUow   u^  ^^  ^^xAftuV^^  \hA  hydatids  were  much 
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smaller,  thoQg^h  almost  as  numerous  as        Rouen. — The  Hotel  Dieu,   in  tbis 

before;  and  therefore  he  concludes  that  citj,  contains  600  beds.    One  ward  is 

the^  had  been  formed  between  the  ope-  appropriated  for  women  during  their 

rations.    This  is  the  only  case  I  have  confinement,  who  are  admitted  dv  the 

been  able  to  find  in  which  the  date  of  physician,  and  kept  as  long  as  he  thinks 

the  origin  of  the  hydatids  can  be  fixed  judicious  (generally  one  month).     The 

within  any  certain  limits ;  except  one  'woman,  when  in  labour,  is  taken  into 

wbich  occurred  in  my  own  practice,  a  small  room,  and  there  delivered  on  her 

where  the  patient  began  to  expectorate  back,  with   the  head  and  shoulders  a 

hydatids  just  two  months  after  two  acute  good  deal  raised,  in  the  presence  of  the 

attacks  of  pneumonia,  with  intercurrent  pupils.     Immediately  after  delivery  she 

pericarditis,  which  occurred  during  sali-  is  carried  to  a  room  appropriated  for  her 

▼ation,  and   left  a  permanent  bellows-  reception,  and  the  infants  to  one  adioin- 

aound.    In  this  instance,  also,  the  cysts  ing.     In  that  for  the  latter  their  little 

were  collapsed  and  empty,  and  admitted  beds  are  arranged  round  the  room  with 

of  inflation.    A  quantity  of  pus,  but  no  canopies;  they  are  dressed  in  swaddling 

■erous    fluid,    was    expectorated  with  clothes,    confined    all  but  their  anna. 

them.  From  Mr.  Sherwin's  and  my  own  One  woman  had  been  delivered  the  day 

two  eases,  therefore,  I  should  conclude,  before  I  arrived  with  forceps  (Baude- 

in  oppoaidon  to  Cruveilhier,   that  in-  loque's).    She  had  lacerated  perineum, 

flammation  has  considerable  influence  and  laceration  through  the  vagina  into 

upon  the  production  of  these  parasitic  the  rectum.    The  Interne,  who  accom- 

animals,  and  that  there  may  be  an  by-  panied  me  round  the  hospital,  and  very 

dadd  as  well  as  a  cancerous  or  scrofu-  politely  explained  the  whole  progress  of 

lous  diathesis.  Sec.    This  brings  me  to  the  case  to  me  (bringing  me  specimens 

the  other  interesting  points  of  this  case,  of  the  instruments  Uien  in  usc^,  said, 

—viz.  the  deposition  of  calcareous  mat-  that  the  accoucheur,  in  employing  the 

ler  in  the  cyst,  the  cancer  of  the  sto-  forceps,  althous^h  a  very  powerful  man, 

mach,    and  the  existence  of  Bright's  and  exerting  the  whole  or  his  strength, 

disease  in  the  kidney.  But  as  I  haveal-  had  the  perspiration  running  down  his 

ready  trespai»ed  considerably  upon  your  face,  ana  was  more  than  an   hour  in 

columns,  I  will  leave  the  consideration  extracdng.     The  ergot  had  been  pre* 

of  these  morbid  states  to  another  occa-  viously    given,    and  the   patient  bled 

tton. — I  remain,  sir,  lai^gely. 

Your  obedient  servant,  I  remarked  that  the  mischief  might 

T.  OciEa  Ward,  M.D.  probably  have  been  avoided  by  the  pa- 

PbysicUn  to  the  Birmii^ham  DiipenMiy.  dent  lying  on  her  left  side,  and  by  the 

BlrBlofluun,  Feb.  12,  18S7.  use  ot  the  curved  forceps,  invented  by 

Dr.  Osborne,  and  modified  since  his 
time,  as  there  was  no  deformity  of  the 
nelvis. 

FRENCH  MIDWIFERY  PRACTICE.  '^He  told  me  that  perforation  of  die 

head  of  the  child,  when  necessary,  was 

effected    with    a     long    sharp-pointed 

7*o  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  bistoury,  and  the  brain  removed  prin- 
cipally by  the  operator's  fingers ! 
Sia, 

In  looking  over  my  note-book  of  last        Paris. — The  Hopital  de  la  Matemite, 

yetLT^  I  find  a  few  remarks  which  may  for  the  reception  of  women,  married  or 

possibly  interest  those  of  your  readers  unmarried,  during    their  confinement, 

who  pracdse    midwifery,    as  showing  who    are  attended   gratuitously.      No 

that  toere  still  exists  a  considerable  dit-  fnale  pupils  are  allowed  in  the  house. 

ference  between  our  pracdce  and  that  of  This  establishment  is  intended  for  the 

onr  continental  friends,  particularly  as  instruction    of  **  Sages-Femmes    pour 

to  the  kind  of  instruments  used  in  de-  tons  les   D^partemeus  du  Royaume." 

livery,  and  the  manner  of  employing  The  patients  may  keep  their  children, 

them.— >I  am,  sir,  or,  if  they  prefer  it  (no  rare  occurrence), 

Yoar  most  obedient  servant,  send  them  to  the  Hopital  des  Enfans 

George  S.  Lilbur^,  M.D.  trouves.      Five  of  these  unfortunates 

M.  Bsriay  strtt t,  ^^^  being  sent  when  1  ^nX  ^  wA«Al  ^?i 

Ftb.  29,  \8t7.  hospital.    They  weie  eudoi^i^ Va  %  v>iX 
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of  partitioned  box,  with  a  bic^h  lid,  and  allied  (o  eacb  otber — tbe  Moll 

a  blanket  over  each.  The  inmnts,  when  contagioaum,  and  the  Mollincoin 

not  sent  away,  remain  in  the  aame  room  contaffiosum.    Notwitfaatanding^  bis  ae- 

with  their  mother,  but  in  (leparate  beds,  knowTedg^d  acumen  in  obaenriar  and 

with  canopies ;   those  of  the  latter  with-  diagrnosing'  cutaneous  diaeaaea,   Moas. 

out.  Rayer  is  of  opinion  that  the  two  caseSi 

The  physicians  are—  which  he  details  as  instances  of  coata- 

uiT        rk  u  •     iLffA  1     ^  nu^e  irious  molluscum,    were    nothinir  else 

Moi.8.  Dubo...  M«d..cn-Chef.  §,^„  ,  ^^^  ^^^  „f  ^^^  of  ie  •«. 

I  "^^"'     (  Medccins.  baceous  follicles.     It  is  much  more  pro- 

Mcle.  UGn^i  Ire  Accoucheuse.  bable,  however,  that  Bateman  was  cor- 

a«uc.  xjc  vjiiiuiu,  •!»,  xx^wuv,  ».«  ^^^^  ^^  viewing"  them  as  cases  of  a 

There  were  96  female  pupils,  who  re-  distinct  disease ;  and  tbia  view  has 
main  fn>m  one  to  two  years  in  the  house,  subsequently  been  strengthened  br  Dr. 
Mons.  Dubois  ^ves  them  clinical  lee-  Carswell,  who  (as  we  learn  from  Caze- 
tures  and  examinations ;  and  from  the  nave  and  Schedel)  had  an  opportunity 
great  reputation  of  this  accomplished  of  observing  a  case  in  every  respect 
physician,  his  instruction  must  be  valu-  analogous  to  those  described  by  Bate^ 
able.  Mde.  Le  Grand  lectures  every  man.  It  occurred  in  a  child,  to  whoa 
day  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  disease  seemed  to  have  been  coib- 
Midwifery,  and  the  Pharmacien-en-  municated  by  his  brother,  who  had  re- 
Chef  twice  a  week  on  Botany.  Pa-  ceived  it  at  school  from  one  of  his  eon- 
tients  may  gjt  out  of  bed  the  fifth  day,  panions.  The  child  died;  and  as  the 
and  the  ninth  day  may  sit  up.  For  the  nature  of  the  disease  is  altogether  ob- 
first  five  days  after  confinement,  if  score,  it  is  unfortunate  that  Dr.  Can- 
every  thing  goes  on  well,  and  the  woman  well,  so  justly  distinguished  for  hit 
suckles  her  child,  she  is  allowed,  per  pathological  researches,  waa  not  per- 
diem,  2  pints  of  soup,  I  ditto  potagc,  and  mitted  to  examine  the  atructure  of  tlie 
1  ditto  bouillon  at  night;  after  the  fifth  molluscous  tubercles, 
day,  meat  and  wine.  Women  are  ad-  This  variety  of  the  disease  ia  chane- 
milted  as  patients  at  all  times  before  terized  by  sessile  tubercles,  seldoH 
labour,  night  or  day,  without  recom-  larger  than  small  beans,  which,  accurd- 
mendation.  Madame  Le  Grand  em-  ing  to  Dr.  Bateman,  discharge  a  small 
ploys  the  forceps  when  requisite, and  all  Quantity  of  milk-like  fluid  on  pressure, 
the  pupils  are  taught  to  bleed  and  vac-  irom  minute  orifices  in  th^ir  summits, 
cinate*  Fifteen  grains  of  the  ergot  is  This  fluid  he  presumes  to  be  the  me- 
the  common  dose,  and  Mons.  Dubois  dium  of  contagion, 
only  is  allowed  to  give  it.  The  non-contagious  molluscum  is 
in  1000  patients  the  instruments  are  characterized  by  tumors  of  varioot 
used  about  40  times.  sizes,  some  of  them  as  large  as  a  hen's 
I  was  indebted  for  my  adniif^sion  to  cfrg^  or  larger  even.  Tbis  varietv  of 
the  hospital  to  the  politeness  of  Mons.  the  disease  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
Jourdun,  Jnspcctor-in-Chicf  of  Hos-  observed  by  Bateman.  As  an  instance 
pitals.  of  it,  he  alludes  to  the  remarkable  c«se 

described  by  Professor  Tilcsius*.    One 

of  the  cases  which  we  have  met  with 

A  FEW  REMARKS  ^^s  SO   similar  to  it,  that  the  plates 

which  Tilesius  has  given  of  his  patient 

"''  would,  with  a  few  trifling  alterations, 

MOLLUSC  UM;  exactly  represent  ours ;  and  we  think 

ourselves  fortunate  in   having  had  an 

WITH  TWO  CASES  OF  MOLLUSCUM  NON-  Opportunity  of  examining  the  texture  of 

coNTAoiosuM.  thc  tumors. 

By  Walter  Dick    M  D  ^^'  Bateman  states  that  moUoscoot 

Fo'rmerly  Hou«e.Sur«eon  to'ibe  GiMgow  tubercles  conuin  atheromatous  matter. 

Infirmary.  ^c  does  not  seem,  however,  to  have  had 

any  warrant  for  saying  so;  and  we  have 

ascertained  that  such  is  not  the  fact,  in 
I)b.  Bateman,  who  was  the  first  to  par- 
ticularize   Molluscum,    has    described  .  „v .  _i    «   ..  ,  «.      ,    .    ^ 
two   varieties   of   it,   apvarentX^  Vvvxie    .:^^r^^r-^^'  ^'"^"'"*'  ^^"^  ^-'»*^- 
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Bon-contagioug  molluscum  at  least.   Hi-        Scalp  presents  a  farfuraceous  appear- 

tberto,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  no  ana>  ance,  irora  chronic  eczema.     Tne  tu- 

tomical  description  of  the  disease  has  bertles  of  face  i^re  inBuenced-  bj  the 

been  made    public,    unless,    with    M.  state  of  this  eruption,  becoming^  rather 

Rayer,  we  suppose  the  disease,  which  larger  when  it  becomes  more  active  or 

M.  Velpeau   has  described   under  the  irritable ;    they  then  occasionally  dis- 

title  *'  tumeurs  sp^ciales  de  la  peau,"  charp^e   a  little  watery   fluid,  but  not 

to  bare  been  molluscum,  which  it  does  from  visible  orifices.    There  is  a  soli- 

not  seem  to  have  been.  tary  tubercle,  about  the  size  of  a  pea, 

It    is    probable    that    several    dis-  on  centre  of  palate,  covered  with  healthy 

similai  diseases    have    been   described  mucous  membrane, 
under  the  title  molluscum,  as  is  ^ene-        At  vertex  capitis  there  is  an  elevation 

rally  the  case  with  complaints  of  infre-  of  the  scalp,  denuded  of  hair,  of  the  size 

2uent  occurrence.     Ana  some  may  per-  and  shape  nearly  of  an  ordinary-sized 

aps  say  that  the  cases  ^iven  below  are  watch.     Over  anterior  part  of  sagittal 

not  instances  of  molluscum.     However,  suture  is  another  similar  protuberance, 

as  Dr.  Bateman  has  applied  that  term  but  rather  smaller.     Both  have  a  tense 

to  the  disease  described  by  Tilesius,  and  elastic  feel,  as  if  theycontained  matter, 

as  we  find  that  our  cases,  particularly  This,   however,  on  puncturing  one  of 

the  first,  agree  so  exactly  with  it,  we  them,  is  found  not  to  be  the  case. 
think  that  they  may  with  propriety  be        Scalp  over  origin  of  trapezii  musdea 

ranked  under  the  same  name,  although,  is  a  good  deal   thickened,   hard,   and 

at  the  same  time,  we  are  of  opinion  that  intersected  with  pretty  deep  transverse 

the  disease  cannot,  without  grossly  vio-  rugee.    Has  some  uneasiness  in  this  part, 

lating     cutaneous     nomenclature,     be  Neck  and  trunk  of  body,  both  before 

ranked  as  a  tubercular  disease.     Rayer  and  behind,  but  particularly  the  back, 

baa  done  right  in  removing  it  from  the  are  covered  with  an  almost  countless 

Tobcrcola,  and  placing  it  with   those  number  of  tumors.     On  the  neck  they 

diseases  which  he  comprehends  under  are  small ;   on  the  shoulders  and  upper 

the  head  of  **  vices  de  conformation  de  half  of  back  they  vary  in  size  from  a 

la  texture."  pea  to  a  pigeon's  e^g.    A  few  of  them 

Our  first  case  occurred  in  a  Highland  have  narrow  necks,  and  are  slightly 

woman,  unmarried,  aged  36,  a  native  pendulous ;   the  rest  have  broad  bases, 

of  Skipness.     She   was  admitted   into  and  are  of  a  semi-spherical  appearance ; 

the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  in  Sep-  some  are  soft,  others  rather  nard  to  the 

tember  1834,  more  as  an  object  of  cu-  touch.     They  have  all  more  or  less  a 

riosity  than  from  any  prospect  of  her  reddish  appearance.    On  lower  part  of 

beini^  benefited  by  medical  treatment,  back  and  naunchcs  they  are  very  name- 

Her  case  was  entered  by  me  in  the  bos-  rous,  and  fully  larger  than  those  above, 

pital  journal.     Her  state  on  admission  but  possessing  the  same  appearance, 
was  as  follows: —  On    breast    and    belly    the    tumors 

Face  is  thickly  studded  with  tuber-  generally  are  not  quite  so  numerous  as 

clea,  varving  in  size,  from  a  barley-corn  on  back,  and  feel  softer.    Attached  to 

to  a  sma*!]  bean,  of  a  round  or  oval  form,  inside  of  left  mamma  there  is  a  pendu- 

with  broad  bases,  and  of  the  colour  of  lousone,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  nearly  the 

the  surrounding  skin.     Some  of  ihcm  size  of   the   fist,  sofl,   and   somewhat 

are  slightly  transparent,  so   that  they  flaccid,  containing  a  congeries  of  small 

have  some  resemblance  to   bulle  at  a  pea- like  bodies,  apparently  the  lobules 

distance.     They  feel  soft,  and  most  of  of  the  mammary  gland  enlarged. 

them  can  be  pressed  nearly  level  with  .    Lower  extremities  below  upper  third 

the  surrounding  skin,  but  immediately  of  thighs  are  free  of  tumors.     On  upper 

rise  again  when  the  pressure  is  removed,  extremities  they  are  pretty  numerous, 

Oo  left  eye-brow  there  is  a  very  promi-  and  about  elbows  and  wrists  unusually 

nent  one,  of  the  size  of  a  Spanish  nut;  large.     One  over  lower  extremity   of 

it  feels  firm,  and  is  of  a  light-red  colour,  left  radius  equal  in  size  to  a  goose-egg. 

When  cut    into  (which   was  done   to  and  has  a  soft  spongy  feel ;    the  others 

ascertain    its  structure),    nothing    but  vary    in   size,  from    a    walnut  down- 

blocMl  flows  from  it     This  is  the  case  wards. 

nritb   some  of  the  others  which    were        There  is  a  vcsIcuWt  etw^vKftXi,^^  ^w 

nmihu'ly  treated.    They  aJi  appear  to  eczematous    appearance^    on^x    VAn.^ 

>e  solid.  which  has  cxialed  lot  Vno  ^fi^x^  \i^s^»-- 
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With  the  f  xcqition  of  tinn^ling^  pain  and  racterize  that  diaeaae  before  it  bat  wait 

itching  from  it,  and  the  occasional  un-  flfreat  proCTcaa ;  and  had  the  tumon « 

easiness  felt  in  tumors  on  head,  she  feels  Head,  ana  thickeninj^  of  scalp  at  nape  of 

well.    The  tumors  on  trunk  aud  eztre-  neck,    appeared     simultaneonslT   with 

mities  give  her  no  uneasiness.  them,  we  might  have  been  inclined  li 

Her  nue  of  skin  is  naturally  dingjr.  believe  that  our  patient  bad  elephaada- 

General  health  good.  sis  superadded  to  her  moUiiMiiin.    Bal 

Her  parents  are  healthy  Highlanders,  when  we  know   that  tbe  tmum  aii 

and  none  of  her  relations  have  been  tliickening  of  the  acalp  long  pneMi 

affected  with  any  similar  complaint  the  tubercles  on  tbe  face,  we  are  led  ta 

AH  the  tumors,  with  the  exception  of  think  that  the  latter  ougfat  to  be  coo- 
those  on  face,  have  existed  sii^ce  birth,  sidered  in  tbeir  nature  the  same  as  those 
and  have  gradually  increased  to  their  seated  on  the  other  parts  of  tbe  body, 
present  size.  The  tubercles  on  face  ap- 
peared between  five  and  six  years  ago ;  The  second  case  occurred  in  awoma 
for  the  last  two  years  they  have  been  between  30  and  40  years  of  age,  wbo 
stationary.  was    admitted    with    paralrsis  sbortlj 

As  it  was  deemed  of  importance  to  as-  after  last  pitient.  On  lier  bivast, 
certain  the  structure  of  the  tumors,  she  shoulders,  and  back,  there  was  a  eon- 
was  persuaded  to  allow  one  of  them  to  siderable  number  of  tumors,  varying  ii 
be  removed.  One,  about  the  size  of  a  size,  from  a  pea  to  a  filbert ;  some  of 
walnut,  on  lumbar  region,  was  selected,  them  a  little  larger.  Tbey  felt  soft. 
An  elliptical  incision  was  made,  and  Some  had  broad  bases,  but  the  maiority 
tumor,  which  was  attached  to  the  sub-  were  pendulous,  with  narrow  neeks  or 
cutaneous  cellular  tissue,  without  any  pedicles.  They  generally  were  of  the 
distinct  cyst,  was  dissected  out,  its  base  colour  of  the  surrounding  skin.  A  few 
requiring  to  be  divided  with  the  scalpel,  small  ones  of  similar  characten  on  scalp. 
The  wound,  after  a  slight  attack  of  cry-  and  one  or  two  on  side  of  face.  Tbef 
sipelas,  healed  kindly.  had  existed  from  birth. 

On  examining  tumor,  skin  covering  She  died  a  few  days  after  admission 

it  was  found  firmly  united  by  subjacent  of  the  head  affection  for  which  she  was 

tissue.     It  was  not  thickened,  and  its  admitted ;  and  an  opportunity  was  thus 

texture  seemed  normal.    The  substance  obtained  of  examining  the  structure  of 

of   the  tunic»r  itself  seemed   firm   and  the  tumors  which  were  scattered  over 

solid.    A  section  of  it  showed  that  it  her  body 

was  composed  extemallv  of  dense  eel-  Their  structure  was  found  very  simi- 

lular  tissue,  of  a  light  colour,  resembling  lar  to  those  of  last  case  ;  and  to  be  more 

in  some  measure  fibrous  tissue.     More  particular  in  their  description,  would  be 

internally,  its  structure  was  less  dense,  just  to  repeat  what  we  stated  respecting 

and    appeared    merely  cellular  tissue,  the  previous  ones, 

with  a  little  fatty  matter.     In  fact,  the  As  already  stated,  the  first  of  these 

tumor  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  sort  of  cases  bears  an  exact  resemblance  to  tbe 

hypertn>pny  of  tlie  subcutaneous  ccllu-  one  described    by    Professor  Telesios. 

lar  and  adipose  tissue.  We  may  shortly  notice  a  few  of  tbeir 

This  poor  unfortunate  woman,  after  more  remarkable  coincidences.    In  the 

remaining  a  week  or  two  in  the  bos-  German's  case,  as  in  ours,  there  was  a 

pital,  was  dismissed  in  same  condition  large  tum(  r  extending,  as  he  sayl, "  ex 

as  when  admitted,  excepting  the  ecze-  scrobiculo  cordis  et  a  processu  cyphoi- 

matous  eruption,  which  was  cured  by  deo  sterni  usque  ad  regionem  umbilica- 

appropriatc  treatment,  prescribed  by  Dr.  lem."     It  was  purse-shaped  ("  mannpi- 

Bums,  under  whose  charge  she  was.  formis.'*)     In  our  patient  we  remarked 

With  respect  to  the  tubercles  on  the  that  the  tubercles  on  the  faceattiaief 
face  in  the  above  case,  it  may  be  doubt-  became  irritable,  and  dischai^ged  a  little 
cd  by  some  whether  they  were  the  same  watery  fluid.  In  Tilesius^s  case  some- 
in  structure  as  those  seated  on  other  thing  analogous  to  this  occurred,  but  at 
parts  of  the  body.  We  have  not  had  an  more  regular  intervals :  generally  everv 
opportunity  as  yet  of  seeing  the  Grecian  month,  he  states,  some  of  the  tumon 
elephantiasis,  out,  judging  from  the  were  attacked  with  sense  of  formica- 
descriptions  given  of  that  disease,  the  tion,  and  on  friction  "  humor  quidam 
facial  tubercles  of  our  patient  did  bear  acrimoniosa  lympha  infectus  efBuat" 
some  resemblance  to  those  which  cha-  On  the  head  of  this  patient  there  was  t 
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tiiinor  of  the  same  appearance  as  those  leg.    In  the  adjacent  bed  there  was  a 

which  our  Hig^hlanaer  had  on  her's.  patient  convalescent  from  an  attack  of 

He,  too,  was  bom  with  the  disease,  of  erysipelas,  which  had  commenced  on 

bealthj  parents.  the  24th  of  May.    On  the  momiupf  of 

Tilesius  did  not  ascertain  the  stnic-  the  I9th  of  June,  Verdon  was  attacked 

ture  of  the  tumors,  as  the  man  (perhaps  with  erysipelas  of  the  face.    The  disease 

wisely  enouj^h)  would   not  consent  to  followed   its  usual  course,   and  lasted 

have  any  of  them  either  punctured  or  about  five  days,  extendinjcr  to  the  head, 

excised.      We  have  no  doubt,  however,  neck,  and  shoulders,  while  the  consti- 

tbat  if  they  had  been  examined,  they  tutional  symptoms  ran  hi^h.     She  was 

would  have  been  found  such  as  we  have  successfullv  treated  by  wine,  and  from 

described,    and    not   atheromatous,    as  my  notes  T  find  that  the  cuticle  of  the 

Bateman,  and  some  other  authors,  un-  afiectod  part  was  desquamatingf,    and 

advisedly  affirm.     '^  The  disease,"  says  she    was  completely  convalescent    on 

Tilesius,  "  a  l^mpha  trahit  orifirinem."  the  26th.    As  the  general  health  of  this 

This  statement  does  not  seem  either  very  patient,  at  the  time  of  her  admission, 

satisfactory  or  intelligible.    Its  etiology  was  good,  I  apprehend  no  doubt  can 

is  altogetoer  obscure.    May  not  these  exist  of  the  disease,  in  this  case,  having 

eoiigeiiital  humours  depend  upon  some  been  occasioned  by  contagion, 
modification  of  the  *' nisus  formativus  P"        Philadelphia  Rason,  aged  60  years, 

Will  the  tnnscendentalists  be  able  to  whose  thumb  had  recently  been  ampu- 

tbrow  any  light  on  this  subject?  tated  in  Dorcas  ward,  whence  she  was 

The  above  cases,  in  a  practical  point  removed  to  Naples  ward  on  the  3d  of 

of  view,  are  of  no  value,  but  as  they  may  May,  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 

prove  interesting  to  those  who  are  espe-  hospital.    In  this  latter  ward  erysipelas 

eially  engaged  in  the  study  of  cuta-  had  prevailed  for  some  time,  ana  she 

neons  diseases,  and  perhaps  also  to  the  remained  there  until  the    lltb,  when 

freneral  pathologist,  we  have  been  in-  she  returned  to  Dorcas  ward.       On  the 

uaced  to  record  Uiem.  29th,  without  having  been  exposed  to 

OUsgow.  Feb.  1837.  «"3^  ^"^,*>  »«."j;«^  «^  contagion,  she  was 

attacked  with   erysipelas  of  the   face, 

which  spread  rapidly  over  the  head  and 

ERYSIPELAS ;  upper  trunk,  attended  with  much  consti- 

iTs  MATFKB  AND  APPROPRIATE  tutional  cxcitcment.    This  patient  was 

TREATMENT.  rIso  put  on  Wine,  and  the  case  terminated 

favourably  about  the  fiAh  day. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.        Two  other  patients  also  who  were 

removed  with  Rason  from  Dorcas  to 
Sir*  Naples  ward,  likewise  on  their  rctuni  to 
Dr.  Fordyce,  Dr.  Wells,  and  the  Dorcas  fell  ill  of  erysipelas  within  two 
subsequent  physicians  of  St.  Thomas's  days  of  the  case  recorded ;  they  were 
Hospital,  were,  I  believe,  among  the  similarly  treated,  and  with  the  same 
first  to  establish  by  many  striking  in-  happy  result.  I  presume,  therefore, 
stances  that  erysipelas  was  propagated  that  the  three  last  cases  must  have  been 
by  contagion.  This  doctrine  nas  re-  infected  in  Naples  ward,  and  that  the 
ceived  much  valuable  support  from  Dr.  period  which  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
Cullen,  Dr.  Baillie,  and  from  many  their  leaving  Naples  ward  to  the  appear- 
other  quarten,  and  is  now  universally  ance  of  the  disease,  Ik  quite  explicable 
admitted  by  the  medical  officers  of  this  on  the  ground  of  the  latency  of  the 
institution,  and  I  think  I  may  venture  poison. 

to  aasert  also,  by  the  majority  of  the        The  number  of  instances  which  are 

profession  in  this  country.    As  this  sub-  thus  fast  gathering  around  the  doctrine 

^t  involves  important  consequences,  it  of  the  contagious  nature  of  eiysipelas, 

tt  not  perhaps  unnecessarily  multipljring  have  satisfiecTmy  mind  that  it  is  founded 

facts  in  proof  of  the  highly  contagious  in  truth  ;  and  I  am  eoually  convinced, 

nature  or  this  disease,  to  mention  a  few  from  all  I  have  seen,  toat  it  follows  as 

cases  of  recent  occurrence.  a  necessary  consequence  that  bleeding 

Ann  Verdon,  aged  64  years,  was  ad-  is  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule  of 

mitted  into  Dorcas  ward,  on  the  9th  of  treatment  of  ahe  class  of  diseaivcs  to 

Jane,  1836,  with  indolent  ulcers  of  the  which  it  belongs.     But  although  vene- 
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section  maj  not  be  the  rale  of  practice,  has  adopted  the  treatment  there  reeon- 

it  docs  not  result  that  a  tonic  plan  is  mended,  and  he  informs  me  with  the 

necessarily  successful.     I  have  on  this  best  eflfect 

account  been  induced  to  pay  much  at-  «      Here  are,  then,  upwards  of  fiAjr  caici 

tention  to  the  cases  of  erysipelas  treated  with  only  three  deaths,  and  those  occor- 

durin^  the  last  year  in  St.  Thomas's  ring   in  patients  whose  condition  wis 

Hospital,  and  I  apprehend  that  in  the  hopeless  from  the  first,  either  from  iie> 

followingr  facts  the  most  sceptical  mind  g^Iect  of  all  treatment,  or  else  from  pre- 

must  find  strouf^  reasons  for  belieTin^f  viously    existing   disease.       I  submit, 

that  the  tonic  treatment,  if  it  still  leave  therefore,  that  they   are    in    suffidnt 

somethinfif  to  be  desired,  is  certainly  the  number  to  constitute  a  body  of  efideoeef 

most  efficient  of  all  the  modes  yet  re-  supported  as  it  is  by  many  authon  of 

ceived  by  the  profession.  the  hiiifhest  repute,  fairly  establishiiiK 

From  January  to  June  inclusive  of  nut  only   the  great  utility  of  a  tooic 

last  year,  thirty -two  cases  occurred  in  treatment,  but  also,  as  a  ijfenerai  pria- 

this  hospital  which  were  treated  by  wine,  ciple,  its  superiority  over  the  aotiphlo- 

either  alone,  or  combined  with  tonics,  gistic  practice. 

from  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease.  In  opposition  to  this  principle,  it  has 

and  all,  except  two,  recovered ;   of  the  been  contended  by  one  learned  critic, 

two  that  dieu,  one,  in  consequence  of  that  every  case  of  erysipelas  ou)H>t  It 

her  late  admission  into  the  hospital,  did  be  treated  accordinif  to  the  symptomi. 

not  receive  any  treatment  until  a  late  The  objection  to  this  rule  I  conceive  t9 

period  of  her  attack,  and  rapidly  sunk  ;  be,  that  no  disease  depending^  on  a  mor- 

wbile  the  other  was  a  woman  far  ad-  bid  poison  has  ever  yet  been  sueeess- 

vanced  in  ovarian  dropsy,  and   consi- .  fully  treated  by  following-  up  the  svmp- 

derably  emaciated,  so  tiiat  her  life  roust  toms,   as  it  is  tenned ;    neither  do  I 

have  closed  in  a  few  weeks,  had  she  imagine,  except  in  very  extreme  cases, 

not  sunk  under  the  severe  form  of  ery si-  that  we  possess  any  such  satisfactoij 

pelas  with  which  she  was  seized.     At  prognosis  as  will   enable  us  to  dete^ 

the  time  the  above  cases  were  treated  mine  on  the  first  appearance  of  idkipt- 

by  wine,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  wit-  thic  erysipelas,  what  will  be  its  coaise 

nessing  several  others  treated  after  the  or  termination, 

antiphlogistic  manner,  and  on  a  com-  Another    authority    has     contended, 

farison  of  the  results  of  the  two  systems,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  success  of  this 

should  most  unequivocally  say  that  treatment  in    London,  it   will   not  do 

the  wine  or  tonic  plan  of  treatment  was  in  the  country;   here  I  think  the  iogf- 

iufinitely  the  most  successful.  nuity  of  the  party  has  been  displared 

It  appears,  however,  from  your  journal  at  the  expense  of  his  discretion ;  for  wW 

of  the  7th  and    14th   of  January  last,  must  we  think  of  medicine,  if  its  laws 

that  the  treatment  of  erysipelas  by  wine  and  principles  change  in  every  districf? 

has  not  been  confined  to  St  Thomas's  Can  it  be  true  that  within  the  circuit  of 

Hospital,  but  that  Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  the  walls  of  Chichester  or   Warwick, 

also  a  contag^onist,  either  by  a  happy  ouinine,  mercury,  hydriodate  of  potash, 

coincidence,  or  in  consequence  of  trie  occ.  produce  other  effects  than  the  same 

lecture  on   this  subject  j)ublished    by  medicines  when  exhibited  in  London? 

Dr.  VVilliatus,  in  the  St.  Thomas's  Hos-  I  should  think  not.    And  I  feel  satisfied 

pital  Reports,  has  adopted  "k  treatment  that  the  pupils  of  St.  Thomas'a  Hospital, 

essentially  the  same,  or  by  wine  and  or  of  the  metropolis  generally,  will  uM 

quinine  enemata,  and  with  such  success,  have  to  unlearn  in  the  country,  iu  em» 

as  that  out  of  twenty  cases  only'  one  neous  and  injurioHS  notions,  {hose  prin- 

died.     Dr.  Graves  also  states  that  this  ciples  of  treatment  in  erysipelas  which 

patient  was  at  the  time  of  attack  labour-  they  have  seen  so  successfully  practised 

in^' under  fever,  with  dangerous  cerebral  in  liondon  :    but  I  must  apologize  for 

symptoms,    and     which     consequently  trespassing  so  long  and  so  oflen  on  the 

greatly   diminished    the   probability  of  columns  of  your  valuable  journal, 

the   patient's   recovery.       I  have    Mr.  I  am,  sir, 

He\»  lett's*  permission  also  to  state,  that  Your  obedient  servant, 

since  reading  Dr.  Williams'  lecture,  he  Henry  Bullock. 

St.  Thoma*  Ho«p{UiL 

~~~                                             "-^ Feb.  27ih,  1857. 

*  Surgeon  of  Harrov,  Middlesex.  ■■ 
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LOCOMOTION  IN  PARALYSIS.  ^^   1833.      This    grentleman's    atten- 

dance  was  requested  on  the  woman,  be- 
tween 30  and  40  years  of  ag^e,  residing^ 
jPo  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  above 

place,  who  had  been  in  labour  for  some 

^^*>  nours:    considerable  hsemorrba^e    had 

I  APPLIED  a  few   days  since,  and  with  t^ken  place,  by  which  the  patient  ap- 

the  eSTect  anticipated,  the  followingf  sim-  peared  much  exhausted. 

pie  arrangement,  to  facilitate  locomotion  '     The  pulse  was  weak,  the  countenance 

m  paralytic  affections  of  the  lower  ex-  pale.    On  examining  per  vaginam,  the 

tremities : —  placenta  was  found  occupying*  the  whole 

A  grooved    thin   wood   whetl,  four  of  that  canal,  distending  it  and  the  os 

inches  in  diameter,  and  adapted  to  run  in  uteri ;  the  fcetus  lay  across  the  superior 

an  appropriate  block,  was  suspended  to  aperture  of  the   pelvis.    We  decided 

a   band   encircling  the  neck,  and  ad-  upon  immediate  aelivcry;  but,  to  pre- 

josted  to  correspond  to  the  site  of  the  vent  alarming  collapse,  wine  and  other 

sternum.  stimuli    were  placed,   ready    at  hand 

A  line  corresponding  to  that  of  the  to  be  administered,  in  order  to  keep  up 

$euk  having  been  passed  over  the  wheel,  the  force  of  the  circulation.     This  part 

had  the  one  extremity  steadily  secured  was  assigned  to  me  (keeping  my  hand 

above  the  patella,  to  a  laced  cap  sur-  constantly  upon  the  pulse,  and  closely 

rounding  tne  knee  of  the  palsied  limb ;  watching  its  strength— losing  no  time 

while  the  other  end  was  made  fast  to  a  in  giving  wine  or  brandy,  when  flagging 

convenient  handle,  so  designed  as  to  or  extremely   low);   whilst  my  friend 

extend  the  line  when  drawn.  proceeded   steadily  to  perform  the  ope- 

Tbe  beneficial  effect  of  the  process  rationof  turning,  and  wnich  he  succeed- 

Consbts  in  its  enabling  the  paralytic  ed  in  accomplishing  in  a  short  time. 

limb  to  advance  ^laturally,  in  a  right  A  most  favourable  circumstance  ob- 

line  with  the  trunk,  when  the  invtuid  served,  was  the  proper  degree  of  ute- 

with  the  sound  arm  draws  the  cord  at  rine    contraction     accompanying     the 

fh4   period   of  progression ;    and  thus  birth   of  the  child :  when  bom,  it  ap- 

niakes  his  step  wiUiout  exhibiting  the  peared  full-g^rown,  and  no  doubt  had 

rotatory  motion  of  the  limb  which  other-  oeen  dead  some  hours. 

wise  takes  place.  The  poor  woman  bore  the  operation 

The    shortening  of  the    extremity,  extremely  well,  and   was  watched  for 

wbicb  the  double  flexion  of  the  hip  and  some  hours  after.     She  was  visited  the 

Imee  produces,    readily  explains  why  four  following  days;  no  untoward  symp- 

the  above  affords  the  advantage  expe-  toms  .occurred  ;*  her    recovery,    I    am 

fienced.    Time  with  practice  are  both  happy  to  say,  was  speedy. 

more  or  less  reouisite  tor  paralytic  peo-  By  inserting  this  communication  in 

pie  to  employ  toe  apparatus  usefully.  your  valuable  journal,  you  will  oblige, 

1  am,  sir,  -  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant,  Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Elderton,  JoAn  Collier,  M.R.C.S. 

KorOuunpton.  P.b.  16, 1887.  ^"'^"  "'^"•^'  ''•'»•  »'•  ''''' 


PLACENTAL  PRESENTATION. 


IMMATURE  BIRTH. 

A    LIVING    FCBTU8   BORN    SOON    AFTER 
FIVE  MONTHS. 


To  ike  Editor  of  tke  Medical  Gazette.  

^'»» ,  To  tke  Editor  of  tke  Medical  Gazette. 
On  perusing  the  late  numbers  of  your 
journal,  I  observed  two  very  interesting  S'*» 

cases  of  placental  presentation,  treated  Cases  of  the  immature  foetus  living  are 

with  suecesa,  which  remind  me  of  a  case  so  rare,  and  prove  so  important  in  cer- 

almost  similar  I  witnessed  in  the  prac-  tain  medico-legal  inquiries,  that  I  make 

lice  of  my  relative,  Mr.  Collier,  of  Ship,  no  apology  for  sending  you   the  fol- 

ston  on  Stour,  Worcestershire,  in  Octo-  lowing. 

493.— XIX.  3  K 
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On  Friday,  the  27th  Janiiarj,  1837,- 1  The  case,  as  bearing'  upon  the  eaily 

was  called  to  Mrs.  M^Iiityre,  eetatis  30,  Tiahilitj  of  the  fcetus.  seems  not  devoid 

a  shepherd's   wife.      According  to  the  of  interest     The  .writer  bas  seen  ebil- 

woman's  own  account,  she  is  about  five  dren   bom   at  the  full  time,  in  natonl 

months  g'one  with  child,  and  has  felt  labour,  who  exhibited  less  vitality,  and 

frequent  motion  of  the  foDtus  during^  the  in   whom  the  respiratory  process  was 

last  fortnight.     I  found  her  labouring  carried  on  with  less  regularity  and  cos* 

under  a  severe    attack    of   bronchitis,  pleteness  than  in  this  case,   who  jct 

which  had  gone  on  lor  some  days,  and  struggled  on  to  advanced  age.    It  is  to 

threatened  to  cause  abortion.     Notwith-  be  regretted  that  the  extreme  coMaestof 

standing  the    treatment    adopted,    the  the   bouse,  and  the   want  of  a  proper 

violent  cough  continued,  and  my  patient  nurse,  with  the  absence  of  other  ^  m»^'' 

Save  birth  to  a  foetus  on  the  morning  of  ances  andmeans^*^  fT^'^c  the  little  mdi- 

le  30th,  at  one  o'clock.     Considering  vidual  no  chance  of  longer  surviving, 

all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  I  am,  sir, 

the  woman's  account,  I  was  prepared  to  Your  obedient  servant, 

find  the  foetus  dead,  and  was  much  sur-  J.  B.  Thovsoh. 

prised  to  bear  it  cry  veir  distinctly  the  aUb.  stiriingsbirc^ 

moment  it  was  expelled  from  the  uterus.  ^«b.  19,  l«a7. 

The  foetal  circulation  was  allowed  to  go 

on  until  a  warm  bath  was  prepared  for 

ifaS'n  t«°r'i^U.r  "h  t:  treatment  OF  HYDROCELE 

began  to  breathe  freely   while  in  the  ®^  PUNCTURE. 

bath,  and  afterwards  being  rubbed  with  

spirite  and  wrapped  in  wool  and  flannel  y^  ^^^  ^j.        j.  ^    j^^.    ^  g, 

was  held  near  the  fire.     The  motions  of  ^                         -'         ^-w-*»»v«»  ^«.« 

the   extremities    were  strong  and  fre-  Sir 

quent :    and   a  little  sugar  and  water  -d^  ;„„«,*;„«  ^i.^  r^n • _     •  . 

^  .       '    •     J  •*        1    J  *^  J         11       J  -^Y  inserting  the  following  communici- 

•'."k*^  iTIk     '  ",?"'=^'=<'  »»«'  '"'!"7f,«'  tion  in  an  carlj  number  of  the  Gwetie, 

wuh  all  the  insunchve  power  of  a  full-  „;,,  ,„v  much  oblige, 

grown  child.    Re.pira  ion  conunued  to  Vour  obedie^serrant, 

go  on  w.ib  considerable  regularity  for  ^  Constant  Reader. 
three  hours  and  a  half,  when  it  died 

without  a  struggle  on  the  nurse's  knee,  Gia»gov,  Feb.  34, 1887. 

having  lived  from  1  o'clock  till  half-  .                            1.11 

vast  4  a  m                                                 •  ^"  consequence  of  the  several  papers 

The  following  appearances  were  noted  ^j^^^*"  ^'^^^  °^Jf  K  appeared  in  the  pa^ 

after  death  • ^  of  your  valuable  journal  regarding  the 

The  length  of  the  body  is  12*  inches ;  Proposal  of  treating  hydrocele  by  simple 

the  middle  point  of  the  length  being  at  W^^^^^^^  a«d  the  allusion  made  by  Mr. 

the  lower  extremityofthesteniura;and  Travers  to  a  similar  mode  of  proceed- 

the  weight  one  pound  eight  ounces  and  '»&  ^j^*"  gang  ion,  which  he  says  hts 

three-quarters,imperialstaiidardwei-ht.  Proved   perfectly  successful    when  fo  1- 

The   s\in  is  soft  to  the  feel,  and  of  a  jo^ed  by  pressure,  I  was  induced  to  h>..k 

purplish    tinge,    with   very  little  fatty  "Jto  the  original  paper  of  Dr.  Cuiiiiii.  of 

matter  beneath.     The  head  round  anH  Glasgow,  on  this  subject,  m  the  Edm- 

comparatively  small,  with  a  few  silky  burgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for 

hairi  scattered  over  it.     The  eyes  were  ]^^!':    That  gentleman,  after  explain- 

unopeued,  and  the  external   ear  com-  "ig- his  mode  of  introducing  a  cateracl 

plete  and  of  a  circular  shape.    The  nails  ?^^*^.^^  '"^«  ^\  RanRlion,  freel  v  divid- 

are  not  apparent.     The  labia  are   full,  J"fir  its  sac,  and  then  pressing  the  con- 

and   distinctly  separated  by  a  clitoris,  [^^V^   >"to     the    neighbouring    tissue, 

large  and  prominent.  ^""'^fy  narrates   a  case   in   wlbich  this 

This  fffitus  was  prohably  some  weeks  ™«^/^  «^  P'-a^tice  was  successfully  pur- 

older  than  the  mother  supposed,  but  we  ***^'    _,      .            ,       ,          _  .  . 

leave   to  others,  more  iersant  in  such  Dr.  Cumin    at  the  close  of  his  paper, 

matters,  to  deduce  from  thi*  particulars  ™*»'^*  "le  following  suggestion:— **  It 

given  the.  real  age ;  the  father  says  the  ^"^^  occun-ed  to  me  that  a  similar  mode 

exact  age  of  the  child  is  five  montCis  and  ■    - 

seven  days.  «  Vol.  xalv.  psge  W. 
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of  operating*  migbt  be  applied  to  h^dro-  allow  a  hair  of  tberr  heads  to  be  toticb- 

cele,  and  that  a   cure  of  that  disease  ed :  the  law  must  remain  as  it  is,  and 

aiight  be  accompLshed   by  opening  a  ^  Commissioner  are  to  be  held  sacred 

communication,  by  means  of  the  cataract  ....                         ^^  "*^«m  oov,^^^ 

needle,  between  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  »""    inviolable.      The    minor    details, 

Ta^nalis  and  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  howeyer,  may  be  meddled  with,  and  the 

scrotum.     No  suitable  opportunity  baa  grealler  fry   of   functionaries    may   be 

presented  itself  of  puttincr  this  idea  to  ^yerhauled,  if  sufficient  proof  of  their 

the  test  of  experiment;  but  the  trial  w  .  ,.                   .        4.    i 

one  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  cautious  delinquency     be     forthcoming^.      The 

aorflfeon,  would  in  all  probability  effect  amendment  of  tbe  Home  Secretary,  in 

at  least  a  temporary  cure,  and  which  ghort,  led  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 

could  not  be  productive  of  any  injurious  ^^          ^  j„     j^^  .„       ^      ^,          ^_ 

or  unpleasant  consequences."  #         r  1                  »       1 

It  thus  appears  that  the  idea  of  ex-  ingTofthe  act  under  tbe  autocrats  who 

posing  the  fluids  of  ganglion   and  of  are  intrusted  with  its  supreme  direction, 

hydrocele  to  the  action  of  tbe  absorbent  Tb6s  was  the  motion  of  the  honourable 

yessels  of  the  cellular  Ussue,  and  thus  „^„,^^^  ^^^  Berkshire  wholly  defeated, 

enecting  their  removal*  was  submitted  #.  ^.    ,' 

to  the  medical  profession,  in  the  pages  *"^  ^^^^  o'  ^^^  member  for  Fipsbury 

of  a  widely -circulated  journal,    about  strangled  even  before  birth, 

twelve  years  ago.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  UlkJightlyof 

•  the  defunct,  but  we  cannot  help  being 

amused   with  tbe  source  of  consolation 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  which   the  parent  of  the  latter  nouen- 

Saturday,  March  4,  1837.  ^^7  ^a«  fo«n<i  for  himself     He  fore- 

saw  its  fate  last  week,  rang  its  passing 

**  Licet  omnlbnii,  licet  ettiim  mlhf,  dignitatem  knell,    and    then    told    US  very   coolly, 

pubiicamBit,dicendipericmuainonrecuto."  somewliat  m  the  Style  of  Sir  Fretful 

CicBRo.  Plagiary,  that  he  was  '*  rather  pleased 

^  than  otherwise"  at  what  was  about  to 

INQUIRY  happen.    For  what — says  our  legislator 

iNTOTHB  —what  would  have  been  gained,  after 

WORKING  OF  THE  POOR-LAW.  .  ,„^  jf  „y  „„ti„„  ^^„  carried?- tbe 

Br  this  time,  we  suppose,  the  newly-  Committee  would  have  been  gfranted,  the 

elected   Committee   for  inquiring  into  inquiry  would  have  been  instituted,  the 

tbe  operation  of  the  present  Poor- Law  report  drawn  up  and  presented;  but  what 

baye  regularly  commenced  business.  would  it  have  been  worth  ?   It  would  be 

We  mentioned  last  week  that  notices  said  tn  the  end,  that  the  committee  was 

of  motions  for  Select  Committees  of  In-  partial,  ^c,  '*  and  thus,  in  the  minds 

qoiry  were  pending  in  the  House  of  of  many  persons,  the  report  Would  haye 

Commons,  and  that  one  was  for  a  gene-  been  set  at  nought,  and  the  evidence 

nd    investigation  into  the  merits  and  rejected  as  consisting  of  materials  which 

demerits  of  the  amended  law,  while  the  bad  been  collected  or  received  by  gen- 

otber  merely  sought  an  examination  of  tiemeu  whose  prejudices  unsuited  them 

the  measure  as  to  its  alleged  efficiency  for  conducting  an  impartial  inquiry." 

In  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  sick  An   honest  confession,   truly !      But 

poor.      It  has   so  happened   that  net-  what  are  we  to  think  of  all  this,  after 

ther  motion  was  carried.      Lord  John  the  glorification  which  has  gone  on  for 

Russell,  with   a   tertium  quid  in   the  months — the  mighty  promises  made  of 

shape   of  an    amendment,  stepped   in  complete  exposure  and  reform  of  evils — 

and  threw  his  lusty   buckler  over  the  the  self-laudation  and  advertising,  all 

Poor-law  Commissioners ;  he  would  not  founded  on  the  notice  of  a  motion  which 
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has  been  disposed  of  by  a  side-wind  from  the  tenor  of  the  report :"  only  let  there 

Lord  John  Russell  ?     It  is  so  much  the  be  evidence,  plenty  of  medical  erideace 

better,  says  Mr.  Wakley,  changing  his  brought  forward,  and  the  evil  will  wotk 

note  with  the  most   admirable'  adroit-  its  own  cure.    Who  mast  not  admire  this 

ness — we  shall  now  have  a  government  virtuous  zeal  of  the  Ftnsbary  patrioC? 

inquiry ;  mine  would  have  been  good  Whb  does  not  appreciate  the  statesman- 

for  nothing.  like  view  he  has  taken  of  the  queatba  ? 

We  confess  we  were  inclined  to  give  Lei  ministers  keep  their  bill— let  them 

the  member  for  Finsbury  some  credit  for  persist  in  their  retrenchment,  or  starva- 

bis  alacrity  in  endeavouring  to  make  his  tion,  principle,  which  has  rendered  the 

promised  motion ;  but  it  appears  now  that  amended  Poor-law  odious  and  abomina- 

it  was  fortunate  he  was  baffled,  find  that  ble  in  the  sight  of  every  worthy  mem- 

another  arrangement  has  put  bis  wholly  her  of  society ;  what  cares  the  patriotic 

out  of  the  way.      So  says  Mr.  Wakley,  Finsburian?— "  not  a  straw,."   so   as 

and  we  suppose  we  must  believe  him  there  is  a  government  committee,  and 

this  time ;  but  let  him  not  blame  us  for  he  in  the  number  of  the  elect, 

putting  only  small  faith  in  any  of  his  For  our  part  we  can  form  any  thing 

schemes  for  the  future.  but  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  rcsalt 

One  word  more  on  the  funeral  speech  of  this  inquiry.    Limited,  as  it  is  to  be, 

by  anticipation  of  last  week.  The  mem-  to  exploring  defects    and    g^evanees, 

ber  for  Finsbury  congratulates  the  me-  and    suggesting  remedies,    while   the 

dical  profession  on  Lord  John  Russell's  causes  of  those  grievances,  originating 

amendment  having  been  carried.    Now  in  the  vile  and  unnational  system  which 

Mr.  Walter's  motion  was  for  a  thorough  has  been  introduced  amongst  us,  most 

inquiry  into  the  whole  system  of  the  ex-  be  left  wholly  nntoucbed,  what  can  be 

isting  poor-law-— its  principles  and  its  expected  ?    And  in  what  way  can  me- 

operation— to  investigate  the  nature  of  dical  men,    who  are  unhappily  tram- 

the  extraordinary  powers  committed  to  mclled    in    the    system,,  be  benefited, 

a  few    individuals  who  have   already  when  the  degradation  under  which  they 

contrived  to  render  themselves  odious  labour  is  part  and  parcel  of  that  veiy 

throughout  the  country,  by  their  des-  system  which  is  not  to  be  permitted  te 

potic  and  cruel  severity.      Lord    John  be  touched  ? 

Russell's  motion,  or  amendment,  on  the  We  should  not  despair,  however.  The 
other  hand,  professes  to  have  no  objec-  inquiry  will  proceed,  and  its  success 
tion  to  any  inquiry  short  of  touching  on  will  depend  on  the  energy  of  tiiose 
the  principle  of  the  law,  and  meddling  practitioners  who  are  well  informed  on 
with  the  conduct  of  the  despots,  its  the  subject,  and  will  not  hesitate  to  bear 
prime  movers:  the  law  itself  must  testimony  publicly  to  the  facts  with 
remain  as  it  is,  its  operation  in  minor  which  they  are  acquainted.  The  whole 
matters  may  be  improved— that  is,  if  it  profession  should  be  alive  to  the  pro- 
appear  to  require  improvement.  Yet  ceediiig>i  which  are  about  to  take  place, 
this  is  tlie  result  on  which  the  profes-  for,  be  it  remembered,  they  do  not  con- 
sion  is  congratulated ;  at  the  same  time  cem  merely  a  few  medical  men  living 
that  medical  men  are  informed  that  it  in  distant  parts  of  the  country,  but  all 
does  not  signify  in  the  least  what  may  indiscriminately,  in  town  and  country; 
be  the  general  upshot  of  the  inquiry —  the  very  character  of  the  profession  ia 
"  inasmuch  as  Ministers  will  be  the  England,  so  far  as  it  is  involved  in  that 
authors  and  regulators  of  the  proceed-  of  the  mass  of  its  practitioners,  is  at 
ing^i"  it  matters  "  not  one  straw  as  to  *  stake. 
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A  correspondent  asks  us  (page  876),  terfere.  If  it  be  a  part  of  their  mission 
in  reference  to  what  we  said  last  week  to  support  tbe  respectability  and  dig. 
of  tbe  propriety  of  tbe  medical  corpora-  nity  of  tbe  healing  art,  now  is  tbe  time 
lions  interfering  at  tbe  present  juncture  to  show  that  they  do  not  slumber  at 
— whether  the  Colleges  and  the  Hall  their  posts :  now  is  the  time  to  show 
can  do  any  thing  ?  We  certainly  think  that  those  relations  entered  into  between 
that  they  can  do  much  if  they  please,  and  them  and  their  a/timni,  when  certain 
ihsiiihey  ought  to  do  their  utmost.  We  trials  are  made  and  fees  disbursed,  do 
do  not  wonder  at  the  question  :  for  tbe  not  cease  for  ever, 
apathy  of  those  three  bodies  in  regard  to  As  corporate  bodies,  demanding  jus- 
all  external  things  relating  to  tbe  comfort  tioe  for  those  enrolled  on  their  registers, 
and  convenience  of  their  licentiates  has  we  are  satisfied  that  our  medical  insti- 
long  been  remarkable :  it  would  seem  tutions,  in  appealing  to  the  legislature, 
as  if  their  precamur  tibi  omnia  fau$ta  would  produce  a  powerful  effect.  We 
were  an  eternal  adieu,  or  a  piece  of  wish  we  could  announce  that  some  step 
advice  to  the  diplomatist  to  consider  of  the  kind  is  likely  to  be  taken,  but 
how  be  should  henceforth  shift  for  him-  we  regret  to  say  that  we  can  as  yet  per- 
self,  having  nothing  further  to  expect  ceive  no  sign. 

from  the  institution  which  bad  just  be-        How  gratifying  is  it,  in  the  midst  of 

stowed  upon  him  its  honours.  this  sluggishness  in  the  higher  quarters, 

An  emergency,  perhaps  it  may  be  to  observe  tbe  benevolent  zeal  of  a  dis- 
said,  has  never  arisen,  of  a  sufficiently  tinguisbed  veteran  in  the  profession  ; 
important  nature,  to  call  forth  the  cor-  we  allude  to  Dr.  Yelloly,  of  Norwich, 
porate  energy  of  our  medical  establish-  who  has  just  made  public  an  excellent 
ments.  But  that  excuse  can  hardly  letter,  addressed  to  Lord  John  Russell, 
at  present  serve  their  turn ;  for  the  prin-  "  on  tbe  arrangements  connected  with 
ciple  of  the  act  is  spreading,— spread,  tbe  relief  of  the  sick  poor."  In  a  tem- 
ing  with  a  cancerous  malignity  wherever  perate  but  firm  spirit,  he  points  out  to 
it  can  gain  access;— tbe  ramifications  of  his  Lordship  tbe  mockery  of  the  relief 
the  system  'are  protruding  tbemselvea  (so  called)  under  the  existing  Poor- 
every  where;  nor  will  tbe  metropolis  it-  law;  tbe  cruelty  of  the  system  in  relsr 
self  be  able  to  escape  them  much  longer,  tiou  to  paupers  requiring  medical  assis- 
The  consequence  will  be  that  a  large  tance,  and  the  gross  injustice  and  hard- 
number  of  needy,  wretchedly  remune-  ship  imposed  by  it  on  members  of  the 
rated,  degraded  practitioners,  will  be  medical  profession.  We  regret  that  we 
found  in  every  quarter,  and  that  a  per-  have  not  space  to  extract  largely  from 
manent  character  of  a  more  or  less  dis-  Dr.  Yelloly's  observations,  but  we  re- 
reputable  kind  will  thus  be  impressed  commend  them  to  the  best  attention  of 
on  the  whole  profession.  The  licen-  every  medical  man. 
tiates  of  the  Hall  will  be  reduced  be-  To  the  yaluable  paper  of  Messrs. 
neath  the  level  of  the  officiers  de  tanti  Rumsey  and  Ceeley,  in  our  present 
in  France ;  and  if  this  be  the  fate  of  the  number  (see  page  874),  we  would  also 
great  mass  of  medical  men  in  England,  direct  attention,  affording,  as  it  does, 
what  may  we  presume  will  be  tbe  the  highest  proof  of  the  zeal  of  these 
destiny  of  those  comparatively  few  who  gentlemen  in  labouring  to  construct 
aim  at  maintaining  a  higher  rank  ?  what  appears  to  be  an  admirably  im- 

The  Colleges  and  the  Hall,  then,  we  proved  plan  of  medical  relief  under  the 

say,  are  imperatively  called  upon  to  in-  Poor-law. 
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It  is  gratifyingf,  we  repeat,  to  meet  as  a  leetorer  on  some  departmenCs  of 

with  demonstrations  like  this,  and  some  ^"  profession.     He  lectured  on  mm 

*u        *     «.!  :«u   .„«    ^»..ij  .1.^  .^r^«  in  the  Pine-street  School  since  I W5,  the 

others  to  which   we    could  also  refer,  yearafter  the  establishment  of  that  insti. 

showingr  that  there  are  at  least  tiu/ivi.  tution  i    and  bis  clearness,  simplieitj, 

duals,  of  high  feelingf  and  high  stand-  and  information,  combined  with  modi 

ing,    to   whom   the   character  of  their  suavity  of  manners,  rendered  him  a  gene- 

nrofp^sJon  is  dear     Whv  have  we  no  ^^  favourite  with  the  students.   He  wu 

proession  is  dear,     w  to j  toave  we  no  jn^^j  ^     hi3  colleagues  to  dehrer, 

such  demonstration  from  any  of  the  Cor-  ,t  ^y^^  commencement  of  the  preseat 

porate  bodies  ?    Is  it  beneath  their  dig-  session, the  general  introductory  address, 

nity,  beside  it,  or  inconsistent  with  it  ?  «  task  which  he  performed  in  a  manner 

We  cannot  believe  that  it  is  either.    Let  ^«  reflect  much  credit  upon  him,  in  refc- 
...               ,    ^                     ,  rence  particularly  to  the  extent  and  vane- 
US  therefore  observe  what  passes,  and  tyofhis  intelligence,  the  liberality  of  his 
calmly  await  the  event.  sentiments,  and  the  practical  importance 

_  of  the  instruction  and  advice  which  be 

,^ imparted  to  the  rising  members  of  the 

LIST  OF  THE   SELECT  COM-  profession. 

MITTEE  Ij  jg  ^ji  remembered  that,  on  die 
APPOINTED  TO  CARRT  INTO  EFFECT  THB  opening  of  thc  MancfaestcT  and  Liver- 
OBJECTS  STATED  IN  LORD  J.  RU8SELL»8  pool  railroad,  Mr.  Huskisson  was  killed 
AMENDMENT.  byauaccideut  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Ran- 
LoRD  John  Russell,  Mr.  Walter,  (who  gome  was  immediately  sent  for;  and 
has  declined  to  act)  Mr.  Fazakerly,  Sir  notwithstanding  the  faUl  result,  so  ably 
James  Graham,  Mr.  P.  Scrape,  Mr.  did  be  discharge  his  professional  docies, 
Baincs,  Mr.  Hume,  Sir  T.  Freemantle,  and  so  highly  was  that  ability  estimated, 
Mr.  Cartwri^ht,  Mr.  Bameby,  Mr.  Est-  that  Mrs.  Huskisson  presented  to  him, 
court,  iun.,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  J.  Ijoch,  with  expressions  of  acknowledgment 
Mr.Wakley,  SirO.Mo8ley,Mr.Villiers,  and  gratitude,  a  handsome  gold  snuff- 
Mr.  R.  (jordon,    Mr.   Miles,   Mr.  D.  box. 

Harvey,    Mr.  Hodges  (of  Kent),  Mr.  He  was  interred  on  Thursday  the  I6di, 

Cliichester  (Barustaple).  the  funeral  procession  being  formed  by 

the  members  of  the  medical  staff  of  tlie 

, , .r«,,.*,«^*,  infirmary,  the   lecturers  of  the  Royal 

THE   LATE   MR.   ATKINSON  School  if  Medicine  and  Surgery,  ind 

RAN550ME.  jjjg  students  of  the  Pine^treet  ScliooL 
This  much  respected  siirnfeon   died  at 

his  residence,  Old  Trafford,  in  Stretford, 

on    Fridar,    the    10th    ult.       He    was 

born  at  Norwich,  on  the  4th  of  March,  ROYAL   MEDICAL   AND   CHIRUR- 

1779.      He  serred  his  apprenticeship  at  GICAL  SOCIETY. 

Lynn,  and  proceeded  afterwards  to  Lon-  ^            ^^                ^^ 

don,  where  he  continued  for  some  time. 

He  first  commenced  business  in  Ipswich,  Mr.  Earle,  F.R.S.,  Presidbnt,  in  the 

and  after  residing  for  a  short  interval  in  Chair. 

Bury  St.  Edmunds,  finally  removed  in  

1806,  to  Manchester,  where  be  was  very  j^  paper  was  read  on^ 

soon    after   his  arrival,  and   at    about  .,  _               .       ,              .         ^          , 

twentv-seven  years  of  age,   appointed  ^S  cmtmuedamtra^um    of  tl^  Lnnt 

one  of  thc  surgeons  to  the  Infirmary.  E^rmiUtiframanaffe^  of  the  Sfnne; 

M-rt                 L       L         1          1  w*f«  ohfermhoits."     ay  R.  A.  Staffobd, 

r.  Kausoine  has  been  long  known  ^^q.,  SurKcon  to  tte  St.  Harvlebooe 

as  a  very  experienced  and  skuiul  sur-  Infirmarr 

peon;   and  it  may  be   truly  observed,  ^^       ^^^^             ^     commnnicatloB 

that  as  an  operator,  in   he  most  delicate  ^-^^  some  preliiinary  remarks  upon  the 

and  dangerous  cases  which  professional  influence  wtich  the  spinal  cord  possesses 

men  can  have  to  underuke,  few  indivi-  jn  cases  of  local  hysteria,  between  the  van- 

duals  have  possessed  so  hijjh  a  reputa-  ous  symptoms  of  which,  and  those  which 

tion,  or  so  well  deserved  it.     He  com-  are  produced  by   acknowledged    disease, 

menccd  at  an  early  period  his  career  or  injury  of  the  spinal  cora,  he  draws 
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m  close  iMinillel,  with  the  express  object  of  the  year  1790.  He  was  the  son  of  Dr. 
proving  that  pains,  spasms,  palsy,  or  want  Lej,  who  afterwards  practised  at  Pen- 
of  moscular  effect,  muscular  contractions  of  zance,  in  Cornwall,  ^here  he  died  in  the 
the  limbs,  and  other  symptoms,  are  com-  year  1826.  The  family  of  the  Leys  is  of 
mon'both  to  cases  of  local  hysteria,  and  to  great  respectability  and  antiquity  in  the 
diseases  or  injuries  of  the  spinal  marrow ;  west  of  England,  and  a  branch  of  it  was 
«iid  accordingly  the  author  infers  that  ennobled  in  the  person  of  Lord  Treasurer 
both  classes  of  cases  have  a  common  origin  Ley,  who  was  created  Earl  of  Marlborough 
or  cause  in  a  congested  or  inflamed  condi-  by  Charles  the  First.  Dr.  Ley,  the  son, 
tion  of  the  spinal  cord,  or  of  the  roots  was  educated  at  Abingdon,  under  the 
of  the  spinal  nerves,  or  of  the  membranes  celebrated  Dr.  Lempriere,  and  being  in- 
"which  invest  these  parts.  And  he  supports  tended  for  the  medical  profession,  studied 
Ills  opinion  by  shewing  that  the  most  assiduously  at  the  Borougfi  hospitals,  and 
SQccessful  treatment  is  that  which  is  direct-  was  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
ed  to  allay  such  congestion  or  inflam-  lege  of  Surgeons,  but  afterwards  went  to 
mation  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  not  that  Edinburgh,  and  graduated  in  the  year 
which  is  employed  with  a  view  to  relieve  1813,  having  first  published  an  inaugural 
the  mere  local  symptoms.  dissertation, "  De  Nature  intima  Phthiseos 
The  author  illustrates  his  opinions  by  Pulmonalis,"  in  which  he  exhibited  much 
numerous  examples,  and  especially  quotes  research  and  discrimination.  Dr.  Lev  re- 
four  cases,  two  of  which  he  considers  turned  to  London  about  the  time  of  the 
instances  of  local  hysteria,  terminating  in  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Thynne,  who  had 
a  contracted  state  of  the  limbs,  but  chiefly  been  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Lying, 
of  the  lower  extremities,  and  to  such  an  in  Hospital,  for  which  appointment  Dr. 
extent,  that  the  toes  became  closely  bent  L.  became  a  candidate,  and  was  elected  by 
<m  the  foot,  the  foot  on  the  leg,  and  the  a  large  majority,  although  opposed  by  Dr. 
leg  on  the  thigh.  In  both  cases  the  Blegborough,  a  physician  of  extensive 
patients  were  young  females.  practice  in  London.  Subsequently  to  this 
The  other  two  cases  are  examples  of  dis-  he  hecame  associated  with  Dr.  Merriman, 
^cmsed  vertebras,  producing  muscular  con-  in  giving  lectures  on  midwifery  and  the 
(factions  similar  to  those  of  the  two  pre-  diseases  of  women  and  children,  at  the 
ceding  cases;  and,  in  all  four,  thesymp-  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  was  appoints 
^toms  equally  arose,  in  the  author's  opinion,  assistant  physician  accoucheur  to  that  in- 
^from  a  deranged  condition  of  the  spinal  stitution ;  and  on  Dr.  Merriman's  resigna- 
card.  tion,  he  was  unanimously  elected  phy- 
la conclusion,  Mr.  Stafford  divides  the  sician  in  his  stead, 
period  of  the  complaints  which  are  the  In  the  Medical  Gazette  there  are 
subject  of  his  paper  into  three  stages: —  several  valuable  communications  from  the 
1st,  the  acute  state,  marked  by  spasms,  pen  of  Dr.  H.  Ley.  His  only  separate 
and  pains,  more  or  less  severe,  in  various  publication  is  an  Essay  on  Laryngismus 
parts  of  the  body,  where  he  employs  anti-  Stridulus,  together  with  a  dissertation  on 
pblogistics,  bleeding,  purgatives,  &c. ;  the  Pathology  of  the  Nerves,  in  which  he 
2dly,  the  chronic  stage,  where  blisters  and  places  in  a  new  point  of  view  the  nature 
other  counter-irritants  are  used ;  and  3dly,  of  an  obscure  and  doubtfliil  disease.  It  is, 
the  curative  stage,  where  it  is  onl^  neces-  indeed,  a  work  abounding  with  practical 
aaiy  to  restore,  by  suitable  extension,  the  information,  and  demonstrating  in  everjr 
contracted  limbs  to  their  natural  position,  page  the  acumen  and  sagacity  for  which 

th4|  author  was  remarkable.  But  it  was 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  evening,  the  in  the  lecture-room  that  Dr.  Ley  shone 
President,  in  an  eloquent  speech,  addressed  forth  most  conspicuously,  as  few  have  ever 
the  meeting  upon  bis  retirement  from  the  possessed  greater  powers  of  language,  or 
chair,  and  took  a  survey  of  the  progress  of  greater  clearness  in  the  arrangement  of  his 
the  Society  during  his  Presidency,  and  of  matter.  Of  him  it  may  be  said  with  truth, 
its  prospects  for  the  future.  '^  Erat  in  verborum  splendore  elegans,  corn- 
Mr.  Earle  began  by  noticing  the  few  positione  aptus,  facultate  copiosus."  Dr, 
tesignations  and  deaths  which  occurred  Ley  was  appointed  to  the  obstetric  chair 
during  the  past  year.  There  were  bat  atSt.  Bartholomew's  in  the  autumn  of  1^)5, 
two  of  the  former— three  of  the  latter;  and  speedily  acquired  the  respect  and  re- 
and  he  made  honourable  mention  of  the  gard  of  his  class,  who  will  long  regret  his 
deceased.  untimely  end.  He  died  of  au  affection  of 
Of  Dr.  Hugh  Let,  Mr.  Earle  said,  the  heart  consequent  on  acute  rheumatism. 
he  bad  not  been  long  enrolled  a  Fellow,  His  professional  character  was  deservedly 
which  might  account  for  his  name  not  high,  and  withont  blemish ;  his  conduct 
having  appeared  in  the  Transactions.  He  and  sentiments  on  all  subjects  were  those 
WM  bom  at  Abingdon,  in  .Berkshire,  in  of  a  |fentleman. 
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Mr.  Earle  then  gaTe  a  short  biography  of  the  act    As  a  Chriatian,  I  caanot  Vol 

of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Millard,  similar  to  coDdcmn  the  sentiments  which  are  o- 

what  has  already  appeared  in  our  pages,  pressed  in  the  memoir  to  which  I  have 

We  are  obliged  to  economise  oar  space,  alluded*    The  attempt  to  naUiate  a  deed 

and  shall  therefore  pass  on  to  the  notice  of  committed  at  a  moment  wnen  reasoo  bad 

the  late  Dr.  Henry,  of  Manchester.  lost  her  salutanr  control,  by  addudBg  es- 

amples  of  heathen  heroism — the  ooolaii 

Dr.  William  Henky  (said  Mr.  Earle)  deliberate  act  of  minds  on  which  the  light 

is    the    third  and    last    Fellow    whose  of  christian  revelation  had  neirer  shone— u» 

death  I  have  to  announce.     He  was  a  to^  sa^  the  least,  equally  injndidous  aad 

graduate    of  the    University    of   Edin-  injunous  to  the  memory  of  the  departed 

urgh,    and     was     contemporary    with  It  appears  that  Dr.  Henry  had  takea  a 

Brougham,     Jeffrey,     and     Mackintosh,  ▼eiy  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 

He  was    educated  to  the    medical    pro-  British  Association,  which  had  been  bdd 

fession,  and    was    appointed    Physician  At  Bristol,  and  returned  home  in  a  state  of 

to  the  Manchester  Innrmary.    The  deli-  great  excitement.     For    several    weeks, 

cate  state  of  his  health  lei  him,  at  an  ^  tired  nature's  sweet  restorer,  balmy  sleep,* 

early  period,  to  relinouish  the  practice  of  scarcely  ever  visited  hiseye-Uds:  ms  active 

his  profession,  and  to  devote  himself  to  the  mind  was  kept   too    constantly  on  the 

same  lucrative  pursuits  in  which  his  fa-  stretch,  and  at  length  gave  way ;  and,  ia 

tber  had  been  for  many  years  engaged,  a    moment    of  temporary    insuii^,    be 

and  to  which  his  taste  for  chemi^  re-  rushed  unbidden  into  the  presence  of  hit 

search  naturally  inclined  him.  Maker.    *<  Fuit  hoc  luctnosnm  snis— accr- 

The  Transactions  of  this  Society  con-  bum  Patriss^grave  bonis  omnibus." 
tain  three  papers  from  his  pen.  The  first.  But  let  me  quit  this  painful  and  an- 
whicb  was  published  in  the  second  volume,  grateful  theme,  and  turn  your  attention  te 
contains  some  accurate  observations  on  the  Uie  more  pleasing  prospect  which  the  ia- 
chemical  properties  of  diabetic  urine.  The  creasing  numbers  of  our  associates  and  ris- 
second,  published  in  the  eighUi  volume,  is  ing  prosperity  of  ihe  Society  afford.  To 
a  short  paper  on  the  comparative  morta-  supply  the  places  of  onr  departed  Inethrea^ 
lity  of  measles.  The  third,  which  will  be  J  have  to  report  that  thirty-five  new  Fet 
found  in  the  tenth  volume,  is  on  urinary  lows  have  bieen  elected  during  the  past 
and  other  concretions.  Dr.  Henry  is  de-  year,  making,  with  those  elected  dnriag 
scribed  bji^  those  who  were  intimate  with  the  first  year  that  I  had  the  honour  ot 
him  as  having  been  a  most  agreeable  and  holding  this  chair,  a  total  of  seventy-tws 
instructive  companion;  possessing  great  members,  of  whom  fiity-eight  have  en- 
conversational  powers ;  being  always  rolled  their  names,  and  to  whom,  with 
anxious  to  encourage  talent,  and  draw  it  your  authority,  I  have  had  the  gndlfica- 
fortb,  without  any  unnecessary  display  of  tion  of  extending  the  hand  of  fellowship; 
his  own :  in  a  word,  he  is  described  as  to  many  of  whom,  from  their  rank  and 
having  been  -the  life  and  ornament  of  po-  talent,  we  may  confidently  look  for  up- 
lished  society.  In  all  the  relations  of  holding  the  character  and  extending  the 
private  life  he  was  exemplary ;  in  his  sphere  of  usefulness  of  this  Society.  In 
conduct  he  wa^open,  generous,  and  sin-  addition  to  these  seventy- two  contributing 
cere,  lie  united  with  great  and  success-  members,  I  may  add  eighteen  Honoraiy 
fol  attention  to  business  an  unabated  and  Fellows,  including  some  of  the  brightest 
ardent  love  of  science.  He  delivered  se-  ornaments  of  roedical  science  in  various 
veral  courses  of  lectures  on  chemistry,  and  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  who  have  sll 
published  a  volume  on  that  science,  which  expressed  their  grateful  acceptance  of  the 
passed  through  many  editions,  and  is  honour  which  has  been  conferred  on  them, 
equally  precise  in  its  information  and  As  might  be  expected  from  so  laige  an 
elegant  in  style.  Besides  the  papers  and  accession  of  members,  I  have  much  plea- 
works  already  mentioned,  he  was  a  contri-  sure  in  being  enabled  to  give  a  very  fa- 
butor  to  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  vourable  report  of  the  funds  of  the  Soaety, 
nnd  to  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  which  have  been  not  only  adequate  to  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester,  entire  ordinary  disbursements,  and  to 
Among  his  literary  productions,  his  cha-  liquidate  some  debts  and  extraordinaiy 
ractcr  of  Priestley,  Davy,  and  Wollaston,  expenses  which  had  g^dually  accumulaU 
rank  deservedly  high.  ed,  but  likewise  leave  a  considerable  ba- 

I  would  gladly  pass  over  in  silence  the  lance  in  the  hands  of  our  Treasurer :  but 

last  tragical  scene  which  closed  his  career,  I  will  not  anticipate  further  the  auditor's 

but  that  it  has  already  become  a  matter  of  report,  which  will  be  laid  before  yon  to- 

hislory ;    and    his   biographer    has    even  morrow. 

thf»ug})t  firopcr  to  adduce  the  examples  of       Gentlemen,  there  has  been  considexmble 

Brutus,  Cato,  and  Seneca,  in  extenuation  delay  in  the  production  of  the  20th  volume 
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TimnMctiotoSy  which,  howeyer,   I  elated  by  the  Fellows  generally.    In  fetir- 

.?e  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  inff  once  more  into  a  private  station,  to 

cultivate  in  common  with  yourselves  the 

ig  called  the  attention  of  the  So-  ample  fields  of  medical  science,  I  beg  to 

>  several  matters  relating  to  the  assure  you  that  I  shall  at  all  times  consider 

management,  Mr.  Earle  said,  in  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  this  Society  any 

on-—  new  facts  or  opinions  which  can  in  any 

!emen,    I  cannot  quit  this  chair  way  promote  our  common  objects — the  in - 

endeavouring  to  express  the  high  vestigation  of  truth,  and  the  alleviation  of 

entertain  of  the  honour  which  human  misery.  As  this  Society  kindly 
iferred  on  me  in  appointing  me  fostered  many  of  my  earlier  fruits,  I  shsll 
President  during  the  two  past  not  fail  to  oner  for  their  acceptance  those 
I  trust  that  I  may,  in  re-  of  mv  maturer  judgement ;  and  should 
>e  allowed  to  hope  that  the  punc-  the  plan  which  I  ventured  to  suggest  last 
of  my  attendance,  and  the  impar-  J^ear,  of  forming  Sub-Committees  for  the 
rith  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  investigation  of  particular  subjects,  and 
over  the  meetings,  and  to  regulate  for  clearing  up  any  doubtful  or  disputed 
mssions,  has  justified  you  in  the  points  of  practice,  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, although  I  feel  that,  in  many  tion,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  found  wanting 
^pects,  I  may  have  fallen  short  of  in  zeal  in  aiding,  and  promoting  to  the 
lecessors.  best  of  my  abilities,  any  inquiry  in  which 
king  a  careful  retrospect  of  those '  it  may  be  supposed  that  my  services  can 
:s,  and  recalling  to  my  mind  the  be  of  any  avail. 

ons,  there  is  but  one  opinion  which  Gentlemen,  once  more  let  me  beg  yon 
I  me  as  chairman  which  has  caused  to  accept  my  thanks,  and  suffer  me  to  ex- 
regret,  and  which  I  could  wish  to  press  my  warmest  wishes  for  the  ireneral 
and  it  is  singular  that  the  paper  prosperity  of  the   Society,  and  for  the 
s  evening  should  be  from  the  very  health,  happiness,  and  success  of  each  in- 
ithor  on  whose  former  paper  I  pro-  dividual  Fellow. 
1  what  I  now  believe  to  nave  been  ^     „,  ,      ,       m,     ^ 
leous  opinion.  ^^  Wednesday,  March  1st,  the  Anni- 
papcr  on  Fractures  of,,the  Spine,  veiwy  Meeting  took  place,  when  the  fol- 
'AFFORD  adduced  a  case,  and  pro-  lowing  ofilcers  and  members  of  the  Coun- 
he  patient  in  this  room,  with  an  "^  ^^^  elected:— 
projection  of  her  first  lumbar  spine,  Pre«<2f»i^— Richard  Bright,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
lit,  as  he  supposed,  of  fracture,  but  Vice-PregUUntt, — Robert  Williams,  M.D.; 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  case  of  Thomas  Addison,  M.D. ;  John  F.  South, 
f  the  bodies.  I  subsequently* bad  a  Esq. ;  J.  P.  Vincent,  Esq. 
in  St.  Bartholomew's,  in  whom  a  Treasuren, — Samuel  Merriman,   M.D.; 
appearance  proved  after  death  to  be  J.  M.  Amott,  Eso. 

icture  by  contre  coup,  which  was  the  Secretaries,  —  Jonn  Clendinning,  M.D.; 

ence  of  a  fall  on  the  buttocks.    In  J.  G.  Perry,  Esq. 

.tion,  I  can  only  assure  the  author,  Librariatu.  —  John    Thomson,     M.D.; 

y  gentleman  whom  I  may  have  William  Coulson,  Esq. 

I>T  my  opinion,  that  it  was  at  the  Other  Members  rf  the  Council.  —  Henry 

delivered  it  as  much  the  honest  Earle,  Esq.  F.R.S.;  Thos.  Nelson,  M.D. ; 

ion  of  my  mind,  as  my  present  J.  G.  Andrews,  Esq. ;  G.H.Weatherhead, 

to  him  is  frank  and  sincere.  M.D.;    Thomas  Copeland,  Esq.  F.R.8.; 

tlemen,  I  shall  always  consider  the  Richajd  Pinckard,  M.D. ;  Richard  Par. 

ment  to  this  chair  as  one  of  the  tridge,  Esq.  ;  Henry  Lee,  M.D. ;  Joseph 

monrable  which  can  be  conferred  Mooie,  MJ).;  Thos.  Davis,  Esq.  (Hamp- 

uge  body  of  independent  scien-  stead). 

en    on  one   of   their   colleagues.  From  the  Auditor's  report,  it  appeared 

deemed  worthy  to  follow  **  haud  that — 

tfftu,"  indeed,  a  Cline,  an  Aber-  £,    s.    d.    . 

or  a    Cooper,  is    in  itself  most  The  receipts  of  last  year  >    gTo    4    « 

Ig  and  honourable,  but  in  my  case  amounted  to { 

rere  other  sources  of  sincere  and  Expenditure 618  11    3f 

t  gratification.      Having  succes-  ■ 

Ued  the  oflice  of  Secretary  for  seven  Balance  in  hand  • .  •  •  X60  13    S| 

md  of  Treasurer  for  five,  I  could  _,               .  1    i.  ■•  .  *              a-      * 

:  accept  the  appointment  to  the  The  sum  total  of  debts  amounUng  to  no 

office  in  the  Society,  as  affording  ^^^  "«»  »«>o«^  4«. 
tory  proof  that  my  previous  humble 

Tor  the  common  weal  were  appre-  """ 
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OBSEBVATIONS  ■ammoniog  md  jadging— of  JmtiMif 

and   coDdemning  medical    praetitioMn, 
ON  continue  to  be  Tested  in  parties  nccesniilf 

80  incompetent,  (even  althonirh  a  ftirnr 

THE     PRESENT    CONDITION   OF    remaneiation    for  the  daUes   perforwA 

AIEDICAL  RELIEF  FOR  THE  were  conceded)  the  medical  departaeDtor 

SICK  PAUPERS-  ^*   Poor-law    must  continue  a  fraitfil 

'  lource  of  degradation  to  the  profeffioa<- 

WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  AN  ALTERED     of  coDtentiou  and  compluint  in  CTerr  loca- 


ANO  IMPROVED  SYSTEM.  lity— and  of  suspicion  and  dissatisnic 

not  only  towards  the  Poor-law  adniaistia^ 

tion,  but  towards  the  govcnimenl  of  As 

country. 

(For  the  Medical  Catette,)  n  |,„  i^^  be^n  found  expedient  thit 

A  CONSIDERABLE  proportion  of  thc  gene-  "i^*i?*^V°!Sf''^  '*"  thapulOieism- 

ml  practitioners  of  medicine  in  this  5>un.  ^^^^^^^  be  placed  under  medical  simfn. 

try  are  cngajjed  bv  the  Poor-law  authorities  •*°?-    ^^'f,  ^K"  7*^°'J'"^  ^  TT*^^  ^ 

to^  supply  mcdickl  attendance  and  medi-  !!"^°»  *"*"  just  noticed,  as  weU  as  to  » 

cine  to  the  sick  panpers.    Many  practi-  ^'^"f  «*"f.  nj>«f«>™'ty  «»£  regnUntr 

tloncrs  who  are  not  thos   employed    at  '"to  the  medical  arrangements  ft*  the  nek 

present,  have  been  so  formerly,  or  are  ex-  P^''.  ^^    recommend  that    the   goert^ 

pectin?  to  be  so  in  future.      ^  5"P^°^?^;u  *«^  ~?^^  ""J  the  medical 

The  appointment  to  the  medical  care  of  ?!P*'?""*?V'f  ^*  ^!?x'*^T^5*"."*??*^ 

a  union;  or  district,  affords  the  readiest  ^  entrusted  to  a  medial  board,  nmilsrlo 

opportunity  for  obtaining  or  prest^ving  ^^  *™S    r°^  "^^  ™*?.'^,  ^^'^.  •^ 

"private  practice"  in  the  locality  of  such  composed  of  per«,ns  practically  aeq^ 

appointment,    and    thus   for   souring  a  ^^^^  medico-parochial  duties. 

mJans  of  livelihood.                              ^  ?:  ^^^  wmunfmUon  awarded  to  umoa 

There  is  a  vast  and  an  inc^^a8ing  num.  Y"    '       ''^T'J'u^^Sf  ^^T*"*!?  ^ 

bcr  of  unemployed  young  men  in  tlie  me-  J*?*^?''  ^'  "  ^^^^.^rX!^^'^*^T' 

dical  profession  missioners.      The  first  of  these  modes  hai 

Under  the  present  system,  therefore,  the  )?«  •^^^^^  «^  Peducing  the  rearaneiation 

majority  of  medical  men  are  found  to  sub-  ^^!'^  ^^^'^^  .?*^*4?«^.  *"*  P"'*^  P*^ 

mit  to  inv  regulations,  however  degrading  already  mentioned)   to  a   mere  Bomiisl 

to  their  i/rofeSsional  stition,  and  t(? accept  a"»«nt,  and  therefore  cannot  be  relied  oa 

any  remuneration,  however  insufficient  in  JJ  *  means  of  ascertaining  what  is  j»t  ta 

it^lf  to  secure  thc  rcouired  aid,  in  order  p»c  profession,  or  of  insuring  proper  tt- 

either  to  preserve  their  former  sphere  of  tendance  to  the  sick  poor.      It  is,  besides, 

practice  fri.m  encmachment,  or  to  enlarge  unirersally  considered  by    medical  an 

that  sphere,  or  to  procure  an  advantni;coas  f."  disgraceful  to  tbcm,  and  is  not  pfM- 

intrmluclion  into  an  entirely  new  sphere.  fiscd  m  any  other  leuped  professiOD,  nor 

It  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  influence,  *"  t^^e  army  and  navT,  nor  in  any  avd 

direct  and  indirect,  possessed  by  thc  ad-  ?®*^f'  "«»• '"  *"y  liberal  occupation;  and 

ministrators  of  the  Poor-law  over  the  great  »f  introduced  into  any  of  these  dei>arteienU. 

body  of  general  practitioners,  is  immense,  ^""^^   produce  the  same  disMtisfactioa 

anciif  not  wisely  exercised,  must  have  an  *^"^  ,«^"*,«  of  degradation  to  the  peBoni 

injurious  effect  upon  their  moral  position,  employed  and  the  same  inferior  perform- 

ami  their  station  in  society.  »°^*^  V^  "^T' -   l^^  "*^'?,"'*  ""^  ^*  ?^^ 

This   influence   is,   however,  much  in-  il^^jf*^  ^1"/?  ^"^/^Vu^U^  ^^^^''I'^J!^ 

creased,  by  the  fact  that  the  professional  the  hrst ;  that  is,  if  the  "tenders"  offned 

reputation  of  the  medical  oflicere  of  unions  f '*^  ""/  considered  low  enough,  the  Poor 

is  at  tlie  mercy  of  the  Poor-law  Commis-  i*^    Commissioners,   or    the    Boards  of 

sioners,    and   the   Boards  of  Guardians,  ^^"ardians,  arbitrarily  reduce  the  amooot 

both  of  which  i,arties,  although  destitute  "  their  own  ideas  of  ade<|uai;v.  Thus,  ad- 

of  medical  kniwledge  and  information,  ther  are  medical  men  allowed  to  fix  A«r 

possess  thc  power  of  deciding  as  to  the  «^ "  *"?*  "»*1"  competiUon,  as  hss  beta 

pn^pcr  perComance  of  medical  duties,  of  Professed,  nor  are  thev  permitted  to  barea 

exculpatin.K'  any  practitioner  employed  by  v<>»cc  in  deciding  what  is  just  to  them. 

them  from  anycharges  affecting  his  pro-  *tu«„  ..    ,  .«.i—  .»_•         ,        .i..     i.v- 

r<.^<.:,...»i           ^      *            ri          II'  *  The  pre»cnt  entire  »b«enc«  of  any  thlnrlikt 

fess  onal   condnct,  or  of  branding  him  as  uniformlly  and  regularily  in  th«  medical  airanr- 

unskiltul  in  his  vocation,  or  negligent  of  mentn  of  the  PoofUw  Comminlonera.  may  bt 

his  duty.  •««"  by  a  reference  to  the  Kcporta  of  the  armal 

So  lontr  indet^d  an  thn  nrr^piit  iinlimitrd  Aatilaiant  Poor-law  Commlaslonera,  contained  la 

.w.^PrJ;.?  „,      ;   :^         ?T"^!  "^^^'""ed  n,^  Appenrilx  to  the  Secoud  Aor.oal  Hcpori  •f 

powers  or  api>oiuting  and  dismissing  —  of  the  Centrul Boat d. 
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Mhre*,  this  decision  being  entirely  com-  We  therefore  consider  it  essential  that 

mitted  to  the  other  party  in  the  contract,  the  present  arbitrary  distribution  of  the 

▼is.  the  Poor-law  authorities.  parishes  into    medical  districts  be  abo« 

We  therefore  propose  either  that  the  lished,  so  that  the  medical  officer  be  ap- 

iegialatnre,  as  a  supreme  impartial  autbo-  pointed  for  each  district  separately. 

litj,  should  fix  the  rate  of  remuneration ;  No  surgeon  should  be  permitted  to  un- 

or  diat  this    be    entrusted  to  a    Board,  dertake  more  than  a  certain  amount  of 

to  whom  both  parties  might  confidently  parochial  duty,  nor  to  act  unless  possess- 

look  for  justice.  ing  certain  qualifications  as  to  length  of 

Iftbe  latter  alternative  were  adopted,  and  practice,  &c.  &c. ;  both  which  should  be 

if  it  were  agreed  that  the  Medical  Board,  regulated  by  the  Medical  Board. 

fjready  recommended  for  other  purposes,  ;      If  any  surgeon,  not  previously  resident 

fthoold  also  exercise  this  important  func  or  living  at  a  distance,  be  appointed  to  the 

tion,  it  would  be  reasonably  expected  by  care  of  a  parish  or  workhouse,  the  reasons 

the  medical  profession,  one  member  at  for  such  appointment  should    be    trans- 

loaat  of  this  Board  should  be  appointed  mitted  to  the  Medical  Board.    No  election 

bjt  and  responsible  to  the  profession.  to  be  valid  unless  confirmed- by  the  Medi* 

3.  At  present,  weekly  Medical  returns  cal  Board.  No  medical  officer  should  be 
mn  required  to  be  maoe  to  the  Board  of  liable  to  any  investigation  of  his  official 
Guardians,  with  specifications,  not  merely  conduct,  or  to  be  dismissed  from  office,  ex- 
mm  to  the  names,  ages,  date  of  illness,  and  cept  by  the  Medical  Board. 

general  state  of  the  pauper  patients,  which  Every  medical  officer  should  be  per- 
ls an  unobjectionable  regulation,  but  also  mitted  to  resign  at  any  time,  upon  giving 
•s  to  the  nature  and  designation  of  the  ill-  reasonable  notice. 

nen,  the  frequency  of  medical  visits,  and  6,  At  present,  the  relieving  officer  ii  per- 

even  the  treatment  of  the  disorder,  which  mitted   to  usurp  the  proper  functions  of 

latter  three  particulars  must  be,  for  the  the  medical  attendant,  by  deciding  on  the 

most  part,  unintelligible  to  the  parties  by  necessity  of  medical  aid  in  sickness  or  ac- 

whom  they  are  required,  and  are  felt,  on  cident,  and  thus  to  interfere  with  the  effec- 

this  ground,   to  be  inquisitorial    by  the  tive  treatment  of  the  8ufl*erer. 

medical  attendants.  In  giving  orders  for  medical  relief,  the 

While,  therefore,  the  first  four  particulars  relieving  officer  is  naturally  guided  only 

continue  to  be  reported  to  the   Boards  by  the  desire  to  retrench  immediate  expen- 

of  Guardians,  it  is  highly  important  that  diture ;  and,  especially  where  the  contract 

complete  reports  of  cases  under  treatment  is  at  a  sum  per  case,  he  is  frequently  in- 

be  made  to  the  proposed  Medical  Board,  dnced  to  deny  relief  to  most  important 

Such  reports  would  afford  evidence  of  the  ailments  in  their  incipient  stages;    and 

iwtnre  and    amount    of   duty,    and  the  thus,  with  the  intention  of  saving  a  few 

efficiency  of  its  performance;  they  would  shillings  at  the  time,  may  probably  inflict 

also  constitute    a  check  against   abuses  a  permanent  charge  on  the  rates  of  some 

of  every  description;  and  if  periodically  pounds; — not  to  dwell  upon  the  inhuman 

completed  and  published  by  the  Medical  neglect  and  aggravation  of  disease  which 

Board,  would  prore  valuable  to  science,  such  a  practice  necessarily  occasions  to  the 

and  useful  to  the  public.  pauper.    On  the  other  band,  where  the 

4.  Under  the  present  system  it  is  a  com-  contract  is  at  a  fixed  sum,  this  officer  feels 
non  practice  to  entrust  the  care  of  exten-  no  check,  and  therefore  generally  distri- 
•i?e  districts  of  parishes,  and  sometimes  of  butes  the  orders  for  medical  relief  reck- 
entire  unions,  to  individual  medical  offi-  lessly,  without  consideration  either  for  the 
cen.  By  this  arrangement,  so  detrimental  ultimate  effects  upon  the  rate-payers  or  the 
to  the  sick  poor,  and  so  injurious  to  esta*  present  loss  to  the  practitioner,  and  often 
bllshed  practitioners,  the  Poor  law authori-  without  visiting  at  the  time,  or  subse- 
tiea  are  enabled  to  ofler  **  wider  fields"  for  quently,  the  person  for  whom  he  gives  the 
competition,  and  thus  to  attract  a  greater  order.  * 

pnmberof  unemployed  adventurers,  and  to  We  propose,  therefore,  that  the  present 

ledace  still  farther  the  rate  of  remunera-  practice  be  entirely  discon tinned,  as  afford- 

tion.      But  however  destructive  to  the  in-  ing  no  security  to    the   rate-pajcrs,  no 

terests  of  the  present  race  of  practitioners,  safety  to  the  sick  paupers,  and  no  justice 

and  to  the  safety  of  sick  paupers,  such  to  the  medical  officer ;  and  that  the  fol- 

temporary  expedients  mav  prove,  it  is  oh*  lowing  arrangement  be  substituted : — 

lions  that,  ultimately,  tWre  can  be  no  Every  sick  ])auper  to  apply  in  the  first 

other  reasonable  method  of  supplying  me-  instance  to  the  medical  officer,  who  should 

dical  aid  to  the  paupers,  but  by  means  of  be  authorized  to  relieve  him  at  onee,if  ne* 

the  nearest  medical  residents— men  whose  oessary ;  and,  in  that  case,  to  furnish  him 

oidinaiy  range  of  practice  includes  the  with  a  certificate  stating  that  the  case  re- 

parish  for  which  a  medical  officer  is  re«  quired  treatment.    This  certificate  should 

quired.  be  sent  by  the  patient  to  the  relieving  offi- 
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cer  in  a  specified  time  after  receiring  it-*  -   Ton  ha?e  dona  the  otmoat  to  phce  Ihii 

say  twenty- four  liours.    The  relief  ing  offi-  clearly  before  the  ejtB  of  the  prufifiw 

cer  shoaldinqnireinto  the  circiimstancefl  of  from  first  to  last,  and  I,  in  common  with 

the  patient  (if  he  be  not  already  receiTing  mj  brethren  at  large,  sincerely  tiiank  m. 

relief  in  money  or  in  kind)  before  the  next  Ituiy  yonr  efforts  proye  foooeasftit !    I  4i 

meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  hope  yonr  last  appeal  will  be  eofdiillj 

should  made   a  report  thereon  at   tliat  responded  to  at  least  by  the  great  bodf  of 

meeting;  and  thus  enable  the  Board  to  practitioners.    Bat  can  we  confidently  M 

divide  the  patients    attended    into    two  to  the  Collpges  or  to  the  Hall?    I  feir 

classes — the  one  to  which  the  medical  re-  not    Are  they  impotent,  indiflfineot,  m 

lief  should  be  unconditionally  gifcn,  and  unwilling?      What    baye    they  done?— 

the  other  to  which  it  should  be  merely  Nothing.    What  can  thej  do  ? — ^Tbey  mj, 

afforded  by  way  of  loan,  the  cost  being  **  Nothing.'*     Then  most  we  help  oor- 

rccoverable  according  to  the  provisions  of  selves. 

the    Poor- Law    Amendment  Act     The  Well  I  know  the  grieyona  thraldom  ie 

Board  of  Guardians  might,  of  course,  if  which  a  great  number  of  my  brethren  are 

they  thought  proper,  refuse  the  continu-  now  involved ;— well  I  know  the  aalliog 

ance  of  the  loan  of  medical  relief  to  such  slavery  many  of  them  are  compelled  to 

persona.    The  cost  of  the  relief  thus  af-  endure.    Deeply  I  regret  that  dire  necei- 

forded  might  be  calculated  at  so  much  sity  dooms  so  many  of  them  to-fubmit 

per  diemf  with   an  additional  charge  for  with  silent  loathing  and  concealed  disgut 

journeys ;  and  should  be  distinct  from  any  to  worse  than  Egyptian  bondage.    Many 

arrangement  for  the  regular  paupers.  of  them  are,  indiM^d,  deserving  of  deep 

The  result  of  the  whole  plan,  as  sketched  commiseration.    But  can  they  expect  le- 

out  in  the  foregoing  observations,  would  dress  without  complaint  ? — Can  they  hope 

be,  that  medical  attendance  on  paupers  for  aid  without  putting   their   shonlden 

would  be  placed  under  effective  superin-  also  to  the  wheel  ?     Let  their  condoct  at 

tendence  and  control ;  that  the  just  rights  this  important  period  justify  their  daiai 

of  medical  practitioners  would  be  protect-  on  the  active  sympathy  of  their  mote  for- 

ed  ;  that  the  rates  would  be  secured  from  tunate  or  more  inaependent  brethren.   Ts 

expenditure  on  improper  objects;  that  the  them,  indeed,  may  they  thtn  confidntly 

sciences  of  medicine  and  of  vital  statistics  appeal. 

would  be  enriched  hv  an  extensive  and  **  If  the  character  of  the  healing  art  be 
valuable  collection  of  Ikcts ;  *<  that  the  in  any  way  dear  to  us" — if  it  be  oesiriAle 
community  would  have  the  satisfaction  of  to  prevent  the  perpetuation  of  a  most  de- 
knowing  that  the  sick  paupers  would  be  g^ding  thraldom,  the  general  inflietloa 
promptly  and  efficiently  attended  by  men  of  a  most  disgracefbl  slayery,  and  the  eon- 
with  local  attachments,  established  prac-  tinuance  of  a  most  detestable  tyranny^let 
tice,  and  matured  experience,    affording  all  those  who  desire  to  be  free,  and  we  ts 
the  surest  guarantee  for  the  possession  of  bo  honest,  manly,  and  just,  speak  out— 
the  many  moral  and  professional  requi-  expose  the  enormities  of  the  present  sys- 
sitcs  for  such  varied,  arduous,  and  respon-  tem,    especially  as    regards  tne  medical 
sible  duties."  department  —  respectfiilly  but   earnestly 
(Signed)        Nath.  Rumsey.  demand  redress,  and  redress  must  come. 
Robert  Ceely.  Is  it,  sir,  in  the  nineteenth  centuiy,  at  a 
H.  W.  Rumset.  time  when  every  class  of  the  community  is 

Feb.  23,  1837.  80  active  in  acquiring,  and  so  vigilant  in 


maintaining  its   rights,    that  an  iados- 

NECESSITT  trious,  useful,  educated,  enlightened,  and 

liberal  profession,  which  is  daily  confer- 

PETITIONING  AGAINST  THE  ad"itwa'Si:.rri^SWte 

POOR. LA W  ACT.  and  its  legiUmate  privileges  to  be  awuled, 

■  by  arbitrary  and  reckless  authority,  with- 

To  ae  Ediior  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  Zer^^:.^t\':^^TiA'^LT^ 

Juatum,  ac  tenacem  propositi  Tiram,  science  and  Utility  only  to  retrograde  in 

SnS  iLui;"i"?**^P''!^"  jubcntium,  character  and  station  >    God  forbid ! 

Non  TnltUB  InstantiB  tyranni  t    a    -u          *i,      *»       •      •   i    *         •  *• 

Mente  quatlt  foHda.                           Hob.  ^^  "»«°»  ""®  Proyincial  Association, 

^  which,  to  its  eternal  credit,  has  aocom- 

^'^'  plished  so  much,  still  perseyere.    Let  it 

I  ENTIRELY  agTcc  with  you,  that ''  if  the  arouse  its  members  to  a  sense  of  duty  and 

Poor  Law  be  allowed  to  continue  in  its  of  danger.    No  time  should  be  lost    Let 

present  state,  it  must  entail  permanent  its  councils,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 

disgrace  and  degradation  on  the  profcs-  instantly  get  up  petitions  to  parliament, 

n^^''*  after  the  excellent  form  adopted  by  the 


TREATMENT  OF  THE  INFLUENZA.  877 

meeting  at  Manchester,  and  again  uive  on  idiopathic  phrenitis.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
its  members  the  necessity  of  promptly  af-  the  kind  of  inflammation  which  we  occa- 
fording  that  aid,  in  the  approaching  in-  sionally  meet  with  in  such  diseases  as 
quiry,  which  so  many  have  it  in  their  tvphus  fever,  and  the  present  epidemic, 
power  to  bestow.  Let  every  one  of  us,  by  that  we  are  to  look  for  proofs  of  the  sound- 
petition,  or  by  evidence,  to  the  utmost  of  ness  of  Mr.  Searle's  doctrine;  nor  is  it  to 
ais  ability  heartily  co-operate  at  the  pre-  acute  idiopathic  peritonitis,  enteritis, 
•ent  crisis,  remembering  that  while  we  pneumonia,  or  phrenitis,  that  we  ought  to 
asserting  the  rights  and  privileges  of  turn  our  eyes.    And  I  will  Fenture  to  say. 


the  profession,  we  are  at  the  same  time  that  if  a  physician,  when  called  on  to  pre- 

supporting  the  cause  of  truth,  justice,  and  scribe  for  a   patient,  the   symptoms  of 

fanmanity. — I  am,  sir,  whose  disease  arc  intense  headache,  wild 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  delirium,  red  fiery  eyes,  flushed  face,  and 

A  Country  Practitioner,  burning  skin,  were  to  prohibit  the  use  of 

BUT  NO  Slave.  the  lancet,  which  I  consider  in  such  cases 

Feb.  28, 16B7.  to  be  the  anchor  of  hope,  and  to  recom- 

mend    the    "  fearless    administration    of 

nourishment,"  he  would  soon  discover  that 

the  fruit  of  such  a  plan  of  treatment,  in 

TREATMENT    OF    THE  most  cases,  would  be  death.    And  until 

INFLUENZA.  Mr.  Searle  can  convince  me  that  I  should 

be  enabled  either  more  speedily  or  more 

BSPLT  TO  MB.  SEARLE.  Certainly  to  cure  such  a  disease  as  the  one 

^_^  I  have  lust  described  by  bis  nourishing 

mode  of  treatment,  I  must  remain  in  my 

T'o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  unbelief,  and  continue  to  oppose  the  new- 

fangled  doctrine,  which  I  consider  to  be  a 

Sib,  kind  of  an  idol  which  Mr.  Searle  has  set 

As  the  treatment  of  the  epidemic  catarrh,  up   for    himself,    and    which    he    has 

which  still  to  some  extent  prevails,  is  the  worshipped  and  adored  until  he  has  be- 

test  by  which  Mr.  Searle  wishes  his  new.  come  so  blind  as  to  be  unable  to  perceive 

fiuigled  doctrine  to  be  tried,  I  beg,  through  its    imperfections,    even  when    they  are 

the  medium  of  your  journal,  to  inform  clearly  pointed  out  to  him.    In  this  re- 

fainiy  that  I  do  not  consider  that  disease  to  spcct,  however,  he  is  not  singular ;    for 

be  a  eriterion  by  which  we  ought  to  judge  true  it  certainly  is,  that  in  all  ages  some 

of  the  correctness  of  the  views  which  he  even  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of 

entertains  respecting  the  treatment  of  in-  the  medical  profession  have  also  had  their 

flammatory  diseases.    The  inflammation  idols,  before  which  thev  have  bowed  with 

which  attends  the  influenza  is  very  dif.  the  same  kind  of  blind  enthusiasm ;  and 

fereot  in  its  nature  from  acute,  idiopathic  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Searle 

pDeumonia,  or  bronchitis.    It  is  modified  is  an  exceedingly  well-informed  practi- 

by  the  debilitating  epidemic  disease,  of  tioner,  I  beg  to  say  tliat  it  will  aflbrd  me 

which  it  is,  in  fact,  merely  an  eflect ;   and  much  pleasure    to  continue  the  present 

in  order  to  illustrate  this  point,  I  may  ob-  controversy,    in    the  hope  that  he  may 

•erve,  that  in  typhus  fever,  inflammation  either  speedily  make  me  a  convert,  or  that 

of  the  brain  or  of  its  investing  membranes,  I  may  in  the  end  succeed  in  dispelling  the 

ooeasionally  takes  place  at  some  period  of  mist  which  prevented  him,  as  I  at  present 

the  disease.    I  have  witnessed  many  cases  believe,  from    perceiving  that  the  new. 

of   this    description,  and  the    treatment  fangled  doctrine  which  he  has  promul- 

which  I  have  found  to  be  most  successful  gated  is  unsound  and  dangerous. 

is  to  take  a  little  blood  from  the  temples  I  cannot,  however,  for  re&sons  that  need 

bj  leeches,  or  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  not  at  present  be  mentioned,  comply  with 

by  means  of  cupping-glasses ;  to  shave  the  the  request  which  he  has  made  in  your 

acalp, — to   cover  it   with    cloths,  which  journal ;  indeed,  I  do  not  see  of  what  use 

oagDt  to  be  kept  constantly  wet  with  cold  the  avowal  of  my  name  possibly  can  be. 

water ;  to  apply  a  large  blister  to  the  nape  My  object  is  "  not  to  cavil,''  but,  if  pos- 

of   the   neck ;   and  to  administer  anti-  sible,  to  find  out  the  truth ;  and  I  am 

monials.    When  this  practice,  which  in  surely  just  as  likely  to  succeed  in  discover- 

aome  retpects  differs  materially  from  that  ing  the  object  of  my  search  by  the  name  of 

which  I  would  recommend  in  pure  ence-  Investigator  as  by  any  other* name.    Mr. 

pbalitis,  is  followed,  the  fever  in  some  Searle  must,  therefore,  rest  satisfied  for 

reifft  runs  quickly  on  to  a  favourable  ter-  the  present  with  the  name  which  I  have 


, present 

mioation, — in  others  it  proves  fatal ;  but  thought  proper  to  assume ;   but  as  soon  as 

in    all,  the  cerebral   affection,  as  every  my  conversion  takes  place,  if  destined  I 

pfactltioner  of  experience  well  knows,  is  am  to  be  converted,  I  beg  to  assure  him 

werj  different,  in  its  nature  from  acute  that  I  shall  at  once  not  only  inform  him. 
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of  my  real  name,  and  acknowledge  the  minence  of  the  belJj,  which  reftted  will 

error  of  my  present  opinions,  but  to  ihe  the  navel  toaching  .the  external  parts  «f 
utmost  of  my   power  assist  him   in   his    generation. 

endeavours   to    establish    the    new  doc-  Besides  that  the  child  was  still  liviK 

trine,— a   doctrine  which,  notwithstand-  the  impossibility  of  gettinfr  at  it  thro^ 

ins:  all  that  has  been  said  respecting  it,  I  the  vagina  determined  Dr.  Hejer  to  abu. 

still  consider  to  be  my  duty  strenuously  to  don  at  once  the  Idea  of  disnemberiBCi^ 

opx>ose.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  and  he  decided  on  this  plan  of  operalioi, 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  which  the  mother  also  pressed  for;  il. 

Investigator.  though,  from  her  nnfaTonraMe  cooditioB, 

London,  Feb.  20, 1887*  there  was  little  hope  of  saving  her.    The 

further  proceedings  are  dins  <Kscribed  br 

Dr.  Meyer : — 

CASE  OF  SUCCESSFUL  CESAREAN  "  The  patient  was  carried  to  the  tsble, 

SECTION  ^"^  placed  on  a  straw  mattress.     Tki 

thighs  could  be  separated  only  so  far  ai 

By  Dr.  Meyer,  mereljr  to  afford  room  for  the  hand  of  n 

•OfMladen.                   "  examiner;   the  lumbar  vertebrae  appetnd 

to  be  anchylosed  with  each  other  and  witk 

the  sacrum,  and  it  was  impossible  to  plsce 

This  is  the  fonrth  time  Dr.  Meyer  has  her  in  an  horizontal  posture.   Inthislislf- 

performed  tliis  operation,  and  three  of  his  sitting  posture,  the  abdomen  presented  i 

cases  have  terminated  favourably.     The  space  of  only  abont  fonr  inches  from  tk 

subject  of  the  following  was  the  wi.^e  of  a  nrnbilicus  to  the  pubes.     Notwithstandisf 

shoemaker,  named  Holle,  residing  at  Min-  this,  and  the  presumption  that  the  pis* 

den,  a  woman  of  small  size  and  slender  centa  Iny  in  the  line  of  the  proposed  is- 

make,    aged   thirty* eight,  who  had   pre-  cision,   I   made  choice  of  it  for  itssoni 

viously    enjoyed  good  health,  and  borne  which  seemed  to  me  conclnsivc. 

three  children  easily  and  without  any  bad  *'  Two  assistants  stood,  one  on  eack  side 

consequences.  After  this  she  was  attacked  nf  tlie  patient,  with  large  soft  spoafB, 

with  an  arthritic  affection,  which,  from  warmed    and  slightly  oiled;    while  Dr. 

porcrty,    privations,  grief,  and   want  of  Hcilbronn  stood  at  her  feet,  ready  to  hasd 

timely  assistance,  had  increased  to  such  a  the  instruments  and  take  hold  of  iheehiM. 

degree,  that,  for  tlie  space  of  a  year,  she  The  abdomen  was  then  firmly  and  power' 

only  left  her  bed  occasionally,  and  was  foUy  drawn  up,  and  an  incisioo,  abost 

then  merely  able  to  crawl  about  her  room,  four  inches  in  length,  was  made  ttfrssgh 

bent  double  and  holding  by  the  chairs.  the  integuments,  commencing  as  dost  si 

In  this  state  she  became  again  pregnant ;  possible  to  the  nmbilicns,  and  terrainatisf 

an  occurrence,  of  .which  the  first  intima-  at  the  pubes.    The  division  of  the  lines 

tion  was  given  by  the  motions  of  the  fcetus  alba  and  the  peritoneum,  to  the  same  ei- 

in  utcro.    On  the  evening  of  the  I9th  of  t?nt  and  in  the  same  Erection,  gave  exit 

June,  labour  came  on,  and  towards  mom.  to  a  considerable  quantity  of  water,  diow- 

inpr,  the  midwife  in   attendance,  having  ing  the  coexistence  of  ascites.    The  dif- 

discovered  an  abnormal  state  of  the  pelvis,  charge  of  this  fluid,  however,  diminisbcd 

advised  her  to  liave  the  assistance  of  an  the  enormous  tension  of  the  abdomen,  ssd 

accoucheur.     A  neighbouring  physician,  contributed  to  facilitate  the  delivery.    In 

Dr.  Heilbronn,  was  called  in,  who,  finding  all  my  former  eases  I  had  found  the  Qtems 

the  pelvis  so  deformed  as  to  render  arti-  extremely  thin,  scarcely  thicker  than  itsot 

ficial  delivery  by  dismemberment,  or  the  paper,  and  easily  divided :   in  the  present 

Capsarean  section,  unavoidable,  ordered  the  instance,  however,  the  walls  were  nnasosl- 

gatient  to  be  blooded,  and  requested  Dr.  ly  firm,  and  three  lines  in  thickness.  A 
[eyer  to  take  charge  of  the  case.  new  obstacle  here  arose:  in  cutting thnragfa 
An  examination  per  lasinam  showed  that  the  uterus,  the  knife  enteral  the  plaeenta, 
the  pelvis  was  excessively  deformed.  On  which  was  attached  exactly  oppesite  the 
introducing  the  finger,  which  was  done  line  of  incision.  The  consequences  were, 
with  difiiculty,  owing  to  a  bending  in-  a  division  of  the  larger  vessels  which  are 
wards  of  the  ossa  ilii  and  pubis,  the  sum-  collected  abont  the  centre  of  the  placenti, 
mit^  of  a  round  solid  body  was  felt,  which  giving  rise  to  a  considerable  hssniorrbsgf, 
at  first  might  be  taken  for  the  head  of  the  and  a  farther  interference  witib  the  pns 
child,  but  a  more  accurate  examination  viously  limited  space  for  the  introdaetion 
proved  it  to  he  the  distorted  promontory  of  the  hand  and  the  passage  of  the  child, 
of  the  sacrum,  which  projectccl  close  to  the  No  time,  however,  was  to  be  lost :  the  sec- 
retreating  symphysis  pubis.  Hence  it  was  tion  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  ntems  was 
immediately  concluded  that  the  child  lay  speedily  completed,  the  necessaiy  detach- 
entirely  in  the  false  pelvis;  a  circumstance  ment  of  the  placenta  was  accoraplisb«rd 
which  also  explained  the  extreme  pro-  without  any  excessive  hcBiorrhage,  and 
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ht  knee  of  Ibe  child  presented.    As  ?is;   and  (hit,  generally  speaking,  when 

•cnins:  in   the  worab   was  scarcely  there  is  great  probability   of  saring  the 

nough  f(.r  the  passage  of  the  bead,  mother,  it  should  be  preferred  to  dismem- 

necessary  to  extract  the  arms ;  after  bering  the  living  child-   Leaving  the  qoet- 

the  head  followed,  not  without  some  tion   undecided,  whether  the  lateru  in- 

Dce,  yet  without  any  laceration  of  cision  shoul^  be  selected,  because  the  sec- 

*rus.     The  extraction  of  the  child  tion  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  uterns  is 

Jlowed  instantly  by  a  remarkable  likely  to  meet  the  placenta,  his  experience 

ction  of  the  womb,  and  the  bleeding  inclines  him  in  all  cases  to  mak^  choice  of 

A-  the  linea  alba.     Finally,  he  corrects  a 

tmiting  came  on,  accompanied  by  statement  made  by  him  in  a  paper  in- 

idic  contractions  of  the  abdominal  serted  in  Siebold's  Journal,  3d  Band.  1st 

•s,    so    that    the     assistants    were  Heft,  that  "  in  such  operations,  only  one 

1  to  direct  their  whole  attention  to  intelligent  assistant  is  necessary ;"    and 

estines,  which  were  protruded  with  declares  it  to  be  his  conviction,  that  three 

brce,  and  which  were  returned  and  intelligent  assistanto  are  requisite,— two  to 

1  with  much  difficulty  by  the  oiled  prevent  the  protrusion  of  the  intestines, 

!S.    When   the  blood  and  aqueous  and  a  third  to  remove  the  placenta  and 

vere  removed  from  the  cavity  of  the  fostos  *. 

en,  the  uterus  was  soon  contracted 

ut  the  size  of  two  fists  ;  and,  as  the 

•hat  swollen   edges  of  the  incision  OPERATIONS  ON  VEINS, 

olerablv  approximated,  the  external  ^  .       ^  ... 

I  was  united  by  suture  without  fur-  Sevekal  eminent    surgeons  haye  lately 

elay.     After  it  was  finished,  a  repe-  ^crcised  their  ingenmty    about  certain 

of  the  vomiting  forced  a  piece  of  operations  upon  the  yeins,  even  more  than 

nm,  about  two  inches  long,  through  "P«°  ^^^,  arteries.    When  the  veins  be- 

erval  between  the  sutures,  two  inches  ^™®  vancosely  enlarged,  every  one  knows 

the  umbilicus:    this  was  removed  the  »enous  consequence,  and  the  great 

he  scissors  without  any  hesitaUon.  a»fficu«y    expenenced    in  finding  ont  a 

ffiately  over  tlie  pubes  an  opening  *^<>«    ^^  treatment   at   once    Mfe   and 

;ft,  about  an  inch  in   length?  into  effectual,    it  is  not  admissible  for  me  to 

a  tent  of  lint  was  inserted  ;  com-  jn^er  into  a  history  of  what  hiw  been  done 

I  were  placed  at  each  side  of  the  for  vancose  yems ;  I  can  indeed  but  briefly 

I,  a  twelve.tailed  bandage  applied,  «"'>«*«  ^  ^^«  mostmo<lern  proposals.    We 

1  half  an  hour  from  the  bommence-  ^?^^^  »"'«'y  ^^^  ™"^**  ^'?°™  *"  «l«ctn« 


1   a    single  moan,  was  laid  com-  ""»;"-w  «•  *««  w«.«  «.  v.  »««  «.«»wu..»^, 

lyinbed;   the  vomiUng  had  ceased,  by  forceps  construct^  for  the  purpose,  ht« 

le  cough  was  less  troublesome.    The  ft;jq«e;t|T  answered,  and  has  not  been 

a  male,  come  to  its  ftill  time,  and  <>"«»  followed  by  the  severs  and  dange- 

y  inches  in  length,  but  imperfecUy  roo»  symptoms  of  phlebitis;    I  am,  how- 

ihed,  had  breathed  immediately  after  «7«;'  assured,  that  repeatedly  the  parts  in- 

ry,  cried,  and  was  doing  well.  About  eluded  m  the  forceps,  not  excepting  even 

«  hour  afterwards,  during  a  violent  ^«  vein  itself,  have  sloughed,  the  ulcer 

vsm  of  coughing,  a  full  balf-ell  of  a^«rwards  healing,  and  all  doing  well. 

inewasforcSd  through  the  opening  8*°«>»  •>"  constructed  forceps  for  the 

lower  end  of  the  woSnd,  and  lay  be-  «anje  purpose,  with  the  blades  so  broad, 

the  thighs  distended  with  flitus.  that  he  keeps  the  sides  of  the  vein  m  eon- 

eyer,  unwilling  to  undo  the  bandage  ^?t  [«>:**>•  *''*!!!.''^.  ^^^^'^  ""^  '"''.u'  'J»!! 

Absence  of  proper  assistanto,  fortu-  "^l**  ^  ^  »?t  absolntely  necessary  that  Uie 

r    socceeded  in  reducing  it  by  the  vein  should  be  mclndedbetween  the  blades 

and  secured  the  opening  with  a  com-  2^  the  instruments,  nor  that  adhesiye  in- 

and  strips  of  adhesive  piaster."  The  AainmaUon  should  arise;   it  is  safficient 

It  nltimstely  got  quite  well.  ^Jat  the  vein  be  oomprewed  so  as  to  stop 

m  the  succt'ssful  termination  of  this  the  course  of  the  blood,  when  aclot  forms 

ire  other  cases.  Dr.  Meyer  is  led  to  ^hich  is  subseouenUy  absorbed,  leading 

inclusion  that  the  Cesarean  section  Jo  obhteraUon  of  the  cayity  of  the  yessef. 

cfa  less  dangerous  than  is  generally  The  passing  of  the  needles  thmugh  the 

«ed ;  that,  when  we  have  recourse  ti  l^'^  ^?°»  ?^«  ^»»«  ' »P°»«";  ^'^^n"" 

ime,  and  under  favourable  circum-  {"t  P«ctised  by  Mr.  PhilTips,  of  London, 

55,  it  is  oftener  followed  by  a  happy  for  obliteration  of  the  arteries,  wid  for 

than  other  violent  modes  of  artifici^  which    proposal    he  has    received    snch 

try,  adopted  in  case  of  great  contrac-  •  NeaeZelttcbrlfifar  Oebiniskanaci  ead  Dub- 

ind  abnormal  formation  of  the  pel.  tin  JoiinuU,  Jaa*  I W7. 
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honourable  distinction  in  another  conntrj^ 
has  been  recentlj  tried  by  Lallemand,  Da- 
yat,  and  Velpcau.  The  last  of  these  expe* 
rienced  surgeons  has  also  passed  needlea 
beneath  the  vein,  and  twisted  a  ligature 
circularly  or  in-eight  under  the  projecting 
ends  of  each  needle,  so  as  to  compress  the 
yein.  I  have  myself  adopted  this  plan,  and 
although  there  was  suppuration  in  the 
cellular  substance,  neither  general  fever 
nor  phlebitis  arose,  the  patient  being 
auicklv  cured  of  a  troublesome  ulcer,  and 
tne  dilated  vein  either  restored  or  oblite- 
rated.— Afr.  Cnme^i  RetrotpecUoe  Addreu, 

INFANTICIDE  BY  POISONING. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
Ik  the  22d  of  Dr.  Cummin's  excellent  lec- 
tures on  Forensic  Medicine,  published  in 
your  last  number,  he  states  it  as  proliable, 
that  there  is  not  a  single  case  on  record 
to  show  that  poisoning  has  ever  been  had 
recourse  to  as  a  mode  of  murdering  the 
new- bom  infant  Dr.  Cummin  may  be 
correct  in  making  this  statement  if  he 
confines  his  remark  to  medical  records ;  but 
if  he  means  to  be  understood  generally,  as 
stating  that  no  such  case  has  ever  oc- 
curred, I  apprehend,  if  my  memory  does 
not  greatly  deceive  me,  that  there  exists  at 
least  one  exception  to  the  truth  of  bis  re- 
mark.  In  the  records  of  the  Justiciary 
Court  at  Glasgow,  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  such  a  case  did  occur  some  twelve, 
perhaps,  or  fourteen  years  ago.  The 
poisonous  substance  which  was  employed 
on  this  occasion  was  the  yellow  powder 
called  orpiment,  or  sulphuret  of  arsenic. 
Dr.  Corkindale,  of  Glasgow,  if  applied  to, 
would  be  able  to  fumisn  all  the  details  of 
the  case,  as  he  is  always  employed  by  the 
authorities  upon  such  occasions  in  that 
city,  his  medico-legal  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience being  of  a  very  high  order.  It  is 
very  likely,  loo,  that  Dr.  Ure*s  services 
were  required  at  the  trial.— I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Maclure, 
14,  Harley-Strcet,  Feb.  27,  1887. 
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Age  and  Debility .  M 
Apoplexy  •  •  10 
Asthma  •  .  24 
Childbirth  .  .  1 
CoiMumptlon  •  67 
Conmlslona  •  88 
Croup  ...  8 
Dentition  or  Teething  5 
Dropsy  .        .        8 

Dropsy  In  the  Brain  1 1 
Dropsy  on  the  Chest  1 
Epilepsy  .  .  1 
Erysipelas  .  •  1 
Fever  •  .  •  6 
Ferer,  Scarlet  •  1 
Heart,  diseased   .       8 


Hoopinjf  Coagh  .     18 
Inflammation  V 

Bowels  8c  StooMcb 

Brain 

Longs  andFlcvra  11 
Inflaensa  •  .  ~ 
Insanity  .  • 
LWer*.  diseased  . 
Ileajiles  •  • 
Mortification  • 
Paralysis  •  • 
Spasms  • 

Tm-ash         • 
Unknown  Caosea 

Casualties 


Decrease  of  Burials,  as  eompared  wlth>  m 
the  preceding  week  •       •  f 
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1  rrTfTBva  former,  as  well  for  other  reasons,  as  because 

1-ELTUBE8  of  their  superior  raedieo.legal  interest.   In 

ON  the  remarks  and  illustrations  which «hall 

w^^^^^rr*,^    •,  «^»^,^T^  presently   be  offered,  proof  enough   will 

FORENSIC    MEDICINE;  ^e  adduied  of  the  extreme  complexity  and 

_                                                       ^           •  difficulty  of  the  subject ;  nor  should  you  be 

Dtltvtred  at  the  Aldengate  School  if  Medicine,  ignorant  that  it  has  proved  a  quicksand 

of  late  years,  on  which  more  than  one  mc- 

By  William  Cummin,  M.D.  dical  reputation  has  been  wrecked. 

^_  Medico  legal  psychology.  —  It    has   been 

sometimes  questioned  whether  medical  men 

LEcrraE  XXIII.  (probably  from  their  being  found  so  fre- 

^a^Zl  Ivurie,  m^ic/ugaUn  c«««e«rf:  '9^^'^'^  ««  e»«ntittl  referee,  on  inqni- 

OF  Mind  -  P,ychoiogs  «  miitd  «ri««,.  n*"   "^  niiiia.-whether.  in   fa=t  Jhey 

peeuliarlu  adaptji  totht  Uudy  of  mtdiaU  have  better  me«n«  of  being  well  informed 

fttuumnv  <«>ai"»  •«  •«•  """y  V  "■«"«■•  ,^    Bubicct  than  any  other  well  edu- 

iir«ii  —  Lecal  dtttwetumi  and  deeiimni  rt-    """•"  ■"■"J*'-'  "■»     «•  j 

^img  UHwu»d„euo/Mi«d:    1.  i«  CiM  J****  members  of  •octet,.     In  Gennanv 

T^-raryi«gJudgJ»t,  «ftuccemie  Lord  *«  /1"«»"»°   ^a.    been    discusted    with 

rk^^^iuJ    pIL^.#..^««..m»...i  A*.' ».:..»  much    energy    and   heat;    some   of    the 

ChanceUon-^Prem^taTTangemenlJor  utumg  jj,     j^n^,  miintaining  that  the  tribunals 

CpmmuMoni;    2.  In  Criminal  cotes  —  Dm-  «»«»f"*»»»- »"•/"*»•       »           _^:^„i  ^^„ 

tmetion  between  right  and  wrong      The  dif  •n<>°*"  "®  guided  solely  by  medical  men. 


j;.»«.;»*  -.L.^.n.  ..«A  »„w«.^.„w.-.>»     »-  of  the  case,  and,  as  often  happens,  over- 

irS£  .rr/i"!'."*""*"*-'^-  'ooked  the'tmtb.Mng.betw^^ri   neither 

partv  was  exclusively  right,  but  toe  pre- 

With    the    present    lecture    I    open    a  ponderance  certainly  was  towards  the  me- 

new  and  very  important  division  of  the  dical  side,  and  for  these  reasons  :^ 
course.    We  nave  hitherto  ctmsidered  man        1.  Because  the  philosophers  are  purely 

cither  with  reference  to  structure  simply,  theoretical,  while  medical  men  study  psy- 

wbcreby  the  requisite  characters  of  age,  cbology  as  a  mixed  science — that  is  to  say, 

ecK,    Tariety,   and    identity,    are    deter-  they  keep  in  view  the  connexion  of  mind 

ntoed ;  or  we  have  contemplated  him  in  ana  body.    2.  Medical  men  have  by  far 

fcfCmrd  to  the  exercise  of  certain  functions,  the  best  opportunity  of  personally  olraenr- 

cbicllj  tboee  of  reproduction ;  but  always  ing  the  phenomena  of  mental  disorder. 

M  in  the  eDJoynient  of  health.     The  scene  And  3,  because  in  most  cases,  if  not  in  all, 

changes,  and  we  shall  now  proceed  to  the  unsoundness  of  mind  depends  on  some 

view  the  human  being  as  tiie  subject  of  physical  cause.    For  the  thorough  investi* 

iitmm    or   itfjwy   which    may    possibly  gation  of  the  subject,  therefore,  the  medi- 

gifc  rice  to  qoestiona  in  courts  of  instice.  cal  man  is  best  qualified  by  reason  of  hia 

Ift  tnating  of  diseases,  we  shall  have  to  practical  as  well  as  eeneral  attainments; 

notice  tlioce  of  the  mind  as  well  as  of  the  and  ti  fortiori,  when  ne  has  made  mentu 

hoAy;  and  tten  gi?e  the  precodenct  to  tho  dlMase  a  principal,  or  a  special  study. 
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UNSOCNDNESfl  OF  MIND.  man  be  sii  idiot  or  not:   whidi  mut  be 

I  use  the  purely  English  denomina-  tried  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men :  and,iftbe]r 

tion,  unsoundness  of  mind,  as  compre-  find  him  pttnu /^ftote,  the  profits  of  his  lanu 

bending    all    the    varieties    and    dewia-  and  the  custody  of  hia  persrai  may  be 

tions  from   the  ordinary  rational  stand-  granted  by  the  king  to  aome  iabject,  who 

ard  which  are  commonly  met  with.     Like  has  interest  enough  to  obtain  them. 
the  French  alienation  menlaUy  (but  with         A  man  is  not  an  idiot  (oontinnes  BlmA- 

more  propriety)  it  embraces  idiocy  and  stone),  if  he  hath    any  glimmering    uf 

imbecility,  as  well  as  the  various  forms  of  reason,  so  that  he  can   tell  his  parents 

derangement.     But  as  Lord  Coke,  and  his   age,    or   the   like  common  matterL 

some  of  our  highest  law  authorities,  have  But  a  man   who    la    bom    deaf,   dnab, 

pronounced  the  term  mm  compos,  or  insana  and  blind,  is  looked  opon  by    the   law 

tnentis,  (literally,  of  unsound  mind>  to  be  as  in  the  same  state  with  an  idiot ;  be 

the  most  sure  and  legal,  there  can  be  no  being  supposed  incapable  of  any  under- 

hesitation   in  adopting  it  as  the  generic  standing,  being  destitute  of  those  sonrces 

term.  by  which  the  human  mind  is  Amisbed 

I^gal  distinctioni  and  decisions  respecting  with  ideas* 
uusoutidtiess  of  mind, — What  is  said  in  Coke  A  Innatic,  or  noneompoi  mentitf  is  one 
Littleton  on  the  varieties  of  mental  un-  who  hath  had  understanding,  bat  bydit- 
soundness  is  worth  quoting  in  the  first  in-  ease,  grief,  or  other  accident,  hath  lost  the 
stance.  use  of  his  reason.  A  lanatlc  is  indeed 
"  Nan  compos  mentis  is  of  four  sorts:  properly  one  that  hath  lucid  intervab: 
1,  Idiota,  which,  from  his  nativity,  by  a  sometimes  enjoying  his  sensesf  and  some- 
perpetual  infirmity,  is  nan  compos  mentis;  times  not,  and  that  *' fireqnently  depending 
S.  He  that  by  sickness,  grief,  or  other  acci-  upon  the  change  of  the  moon.'*  Bat  aader 
dent,  wholly  loseth  his  memory  and  un-  the  general  name  of  nen  eotrnpm  wantis 
derstanding ;  3,  A  lunatic,  that  hath  some-  (which  sir  Edward  Coke  says  is  the  most 
time  his  understanding,  and  sometime  not,  legal  name)  are  comprised  not  only  Inna. 
aliquando  gaudet  lueidis  intenallisy  and  there-  tics,  but  persons  nnaer  frenzies,  or  who 
fore  he  is  called  non  compos  mentis,  so  long  lose  their  intellects  by  disease;  those  that 
as  he  bath  not  understanding.    Lastly,  he  grow  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  not  being  Atrt 


that  by  his  own  vicious  act  for  a  time  so ;  or  such,  in  short,  as  are  judged  by  the 

depriveth  himself  of  his  memory  and  un-  Court  of  Chancery  incapable  of  oondocting 

derstanding,  as  he  that  is  drunken." — Coke,  their  own  affairs.      To  these  also,  as  well 

Littleton,  247,  a,  as  idiots,  the  king  is  goardian,  bat  to  a 

A  person  who  labours  under  unsound-  very  different  purpose.  For  the  kw 
oess  of  mind  is  not  contemplated  by  the  always  imagines,  that  these  accidental 
laws  .as  other  people  arc :  he  is  not  held  misfortunes  may  be  removed  ;  and  there- 
responsible  for  his  actions.  If  he  possess  fore  only  constitutes  the  crown  a  trustee 
property,  it  may  be  taken  out  of  his  hands;  for  the  unfortunate  persons,  to  piotect 
at  least  he  may  be  deprived  of  the  ma-  their  property,  and  to  acconnt  to  them  for 
nagement  of  it.  If  he  marry,  the  mar-  all  profits  received,  if  they  recover,  or  after 
riage  is  not  valid  ;  if  he  make  a  will,  his  their  decease  to  their  representatives. 
executors  are  not  bound  by  it  Again,  if  On  the  first  attack  of  lanacy  or  other 
such  a  person  commit  an  act  of  aggression,  occasional  insanity,  while  there  may  be 
or  violence,  it  is  not  imputed  to  him  as  a  hopes  of  a  speedy  restitotion  of  reason,  it 
crime;  he  is  ac(|uitted  of  the  guilt  on  the  is  u^ual  to  confine  the  unhappy  persons  id 
ground  of  insanity.  private   custody   under  the  direction  of 

But  the  proofs  of  insanity  required  in  their  nearest  friends  and  relations:   and 

civil  and  criminal  questions  are  very  dif-  the  legislature,  to  prevent  all  abuses  in- 

ferent ;  for  which  reason  it  will  be  neces-  cident  to  such  private  custody,  has  fre- 

sary  to  consider  them  separately.  quently  thought  proper  to  interpose  its 

In  all  cases  coming  before  the  tribunals,  authority  by  statutes,  particularly  9  Geo. 

the  question  of  unsoundness  is  ultimately  IV.  c.  40  and  41,  regnlating  mad-houses. 

determined  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  and  But,  when  the  disorder  is  grown  perva- 

that  in  most  instances  turns  on  the  evi-  nen^  and  the  circumstances  <if  the  party 

dcnce  of  medical  witnesses.  will  bear  such  additional  expense,  it  is 

Jn  civil  cases, — **  An  idiot,  or  natural  proper  to  apply  to  the  royal  authority  to 
fool,'*  says  Blackstone,  **  is  one  that  huth  warrant  a  lasting  confinement, 
had  no  understanding  from  his  nativity ;  The  method  of  proving  a  person  nm 
and  therefore  is  by  law  presumed  never  like-  compos  is  very  simitar  to  that  of  proving 
ly  to  attain  any."  For  which  reason  the  him  an  idiot  The  lord  cbanoellor,  to 
custody  of  him  and  of  his  lands  is  given  to  whom,  by  special  anthority  fWun  the  king, 
the  King,  byj^hom  it  is  entrusted  to  the  the  custody  of  idiots  and  lanaties  is  en- 
Lord  Chancellor.  trusted,    upon   petition   or   informatioo. 

In  the  old  common  law  there  is  a  writ  grants  a  oommiiaion  in  natnva  of  the  writ 

de  idiota  inquirendo,  to  inquire  whether  a  de  idiota  inquirendo,  to  inqaiie   into   the 
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partj's  state  of  mind ;  and  if  he  be  found  insatut  memoria,  which  all  persons  must 
non  ampotf  he  usuaHy  commits  the  care  of  understand  to  be  a  depravity  of  reason,  or 
his  person,  with  a  soitabie  allowance  for  the  want  of  it ;  but  weakness  does  not 
his  maintenancey  to  some  fhend,  who  is  carry  that  idea  along  with  it,  and  would 
then  called  his  eommittee.  However,  to  be  expressed  in  Latin  by  injirmitoi  nuntit^ 
prevent  sinister  practices,  the  next  heir  is  rather  than  intamtas  mentis.  In  the  notion 
seldom  permitted  to  be  this  committee  of  of  the  old  writs,  a  person  must  be  found 
the  person ;  because  it  is  his  interest  that  either  idiot  or  lunatic ;  and  the  courts  en- 
the  party  should  die.  But  it  hath  been  larged  the  manner  of  finding,  to  avoid  the 
said,  there  lies  not  the  same  objection  difficulty  of  obliging  the  jury  to  find  ex- 
against  his  next  of  kin,  provided  he  be  press  lunacy,  when  they  might  think  the 
not  his  heir;  for  it  is  his  interest  to  pre-  case  rather  that  of  idiocy.  If  a  man  is  so 
serve  the  lunatic's  life,  in  order  to  increase  weak  as  to  be  imposed  upon  in  the  execu- 
the  personal  estate  by  savings,  which  he  tion  of  a  deed  by  the  artifice  of  another,  or 
or  his  family  may  hereafter  be  entitled  to  spends  his  money  foolishly,  or  weakly,  he 
eDJoy.  The  heir  is  generally  made  the  does  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the 
nanager  or  committee  of  the  estate,  it  law  in  cases  of  this  sort;  but  if  men  or 
being  clearly  his  interest  by  good  manage-  vicomen,  through  the  weakness  of  their 
mcnt  to  keep  it  in  condition,  accountable  minds,  are  drawn  in  to  execute  convey- 
however  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to  ances  by  fraudulent  means,  they  are  re- 
the  nan  compos  himself,  if  he  recover,  or  lievable  in  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  and 
otherwise  to  his  administrators*.  bills  are  frequently  brought  by  such  per- 
Bnt  when  we  come  to  inquire  on  sons  to  avoid  their  acts,  on  the  ground  of 
what  principle  the  writ  die  lunatieo  is  fraud.  Commissions  of  lunacy  are  not 
grapted,  we  find  that  it  depends,  for  the  intended  for  such  men ;  their  relief  is  by 
most  part,  on  the  discretion  of  the  Lord  decree*.'' 

Chaoceilor  for  the  time  being.  Oncg^nts  But  Lord  Eldon,  from  the  same  bench, 

ity  as  is  now  usually  the  practice,  in  cases  pronounced  a  very  different  opinion :— : 

of  imbecility  or  weakness  of  intellect,  but  **  Of  late  (says  his  Lordship)  the  ques- 

•nother  has  strenuously  refused  to  consider  tion  has  not  been,  whether  the  party  is 

a  case  of  this  kind  as  coming  under  the  absolutely    insane ;    but    the    court    has 

distinction  of  mmims  nutn^trkt,  thought  itself  authorized  to  issue  the  com- 

Tbe  following  decisions  of  Lords  Hard,  mission,  provided  it  is  made  out  that  the 

wicke,  Eldon,  and  Lyndhurst,  will  exem-  party  is  unable  to  act  with  any  proper  and 

plify  the  differences  of  opinion  which  have  provident  management,  liable  to  be  robbed 

prevailed  among  eminent  judges  during  by  any  one,  under  imbeeiUty  of  mind,  not 

the  last  half  century: — '*  In    ex    parte  stricUy  insanity,  but,  as  to  the  mischief, 

Bamsley,  upon  a   petition  to  quash  an  calling  for  as  much  protection  as  actual 

iaqnisition,  finding  the  petitioner,  from  insanity.      In  the  case   of  Mr.  Charles 

the  weakness   of   his    mind,    incapable  Palmer,  he  was  not  insane,  but  his  mind, 

•f    governing    himself,    his    lands,  and  by  years  and  attention  to  business,  was 

tenements,   Uie   petitioner's  counsel  oh-  worn  out.    Epileptic  fits,  too,  may  pro- 

served  that  there  were  but  two  distinc-  duce  a  mind  in  the  same  state  at  a  much 

tiona  in  law,    viz.   idiocy  and    lunacy ;  earlier  period.    Such  cases,  therefore,  have 

and  although  the  latter  nad  been  since  been  thought  proper  subjects  of  this  writ 

deseribed  by  other  words,  t.  e,  non  compos  —  de  lunatieo  inquirendo.    In  another  recent 

memtit,  imatut  memorut,  of  unsound  mind  case,  the  commission  stood  upon  the  same 

and  memory,  yet  that  the  words  only  were  principle.    The  party*  when  he  could  be 

changed,  and  not  the  law.  kept  sober,  was  a  very  sensible  man,  but 

**  Upon  ^hkAk  Lord  Hardwicke  observed  in  a  constant  state  of  intoxication  he  was 

that  it  wasso,  and  that  nothing  could  change  perfectly  incapable.    No  one  can  look  at 

the  law  tberain  but  an  act  of  parliament,  the  present  case  without  seeing  that  every 

Nen  eempet  sMwiti,  or,  since  the  proceedings  person  about  this  lady  is  satisfied  that 

have  been  in  English,  <  of  unsound  mind,'  some  care  should  be  thrown  round  her. 

which  mean  the  same  thing,  are  legal  If  clearly  it  is  fit  to  protect  her  against 

terms  of  a  determinate  signification,  un-  executing  powers  of  attorney,  that  she 

derstood  by  courts  of  law,  importing  not  should  not  decide  where  her  person,  or 

weakness  of  vnderstanding,  but  a  total  with  what  tmstees   her  property   ought 

deprivation  of  sense.    God  forbid !  conti-  to  be,  all  agreeing  that  she  should  not 

noed  his  lordship,  that  woUiness  of  mind  choose  the  persons  who  are  to  have  the 

only,  should  be   a  sufiicient   reason  for  care  of  her  property,  it  is  fit  for  me  to  put 

grantinif  the  custody  of  persons  and  their  a  control  upon  those  who  may  be  proper 


,  for  that  would  take  in  violent  persons  to  have  the  control  of  her  property, 

people,  dmnkaids,  careless,  and  rilly :  and  I  will  not  subject  her  now  to  anotner  com- 

the  flHilerial  part  of  the  traverse  is,  uot  to  mission,  but  will  direct  two  physicians, 

the  iaenpacitT  of  iodcment,  but  to  the  who  have  not  been  concerned  and  eon. 

■UNO  matcfiaf  words  or  unsound  mind,  or  stilted,  to  see  the  cTidenoe,  and  afterwards 

•  1  BlscksU  ConuD*  902^  9$  seq,  «  ColVkAsoa  ou  \i«A«citi^*  ^\« 


884  DR.  CUMMIN  ON  FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

in  the  most  tender  manner* to  find  the  or  felony,  it  shall  be  glfen   in  •ddcace 
means  of  visiting  her  without  alarming  that  the  prisoner  was  insane  at  the  tiaieaf 
her,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whe-  the  commission  of  the  offence,  aad  tudk 
ther  her  state  of  mind  is  competent  to  the  person  shall  be  acquitted,  the  jnry  shall 
management  of  her  affairs,  for  this  does  be  required  to  find  speciallj  wbctber  sack 
not  seem  a  case  of  insanity ;  and  I  should  person  was  insane  at  the  time  of  the  cos- 
think  myself  bound  to  do  this,  if  it  was  mission  of  the  offence,  and  todedaiewiw- 
only  made  out  that  it  is  not  fit  she  should  ther  the  acquittal  has  been  in  conaeqacaoe 
have  the  management  of  her  pecuniary  af*  of  such  insanity;  and  if  thej  soflno,  the 
fairs*."  prisoner  is  to   be  kept    in  custody  till 
We  shall  now  contrast  a  judgment  of  his  majesty's  pleasuiv  is  known.     Bit 
Lord  Lyndhurst's.    After  citing  the  pre-  in  order  to  prevent  the  jory  fbom  beiqf 
ceding  decision,  his  Lordship  proceeds  :—  embarrassed  by  technicalitiea  reipectiig 
"  The  law,  as  thus  stated,  has  been  act-  the  import  of  the  term  imtant,  the  qaes- 
ed  upon  for  years ;  it  has  been  acted  upon  tion  which  is  usually  presented  to  tneoi 
in  the  ?iew  of  the  legislature;  the  legisla-  in  all  such  cases,  is,  whether  at  the  tiae 
ture  has  not  thought  proper  to  inter]>ose;  the  alleged  criminal  act  was  oomraitted, 
and  yKe  must  therefore  taae  the  law  to  he  the  prisoner  was  ineapabUofjtidgmg  Utmm 
as  thus  expounded.    Yet  I  think  it  unsafe  right  and  wrongy  and  did  not  then  know  that 
that  this  verdictf  should  stand.    The  find-  he  was  committing  an  offence  against  the 
ing  here  is  similar  to  what  was  found  in  law  of  God  and  nature  ? 
Cranmer's  case.'    There  the  verdict  was,  Thus  should  it  appear  that  the  aecnsed 
'  that  H.  C.  was  so  far  debilitated  in  his  possessed  such  capability,    although  the 
mind  as  to  be  incapable  of  the  general  ma-  mental  delusion  might  1m  connected  with 
nagement  of  his  affairs.'    What  did  Lord  the  crime,  and  have  stimulated  him  per- 
Erskine  say  on  that  occasion  ?    *  How  can  haps  to  commit  murder  in  revenge  for  aa 
I  tell  what  is  $ofar  debilitated  in  bismiud  imaginary  injury,  yet,  being  shewn  to  be 
as  not  to  be  equal  to  the  general  manage-  capable  of  knowing  that  he  had  no  right 
raent  of  his  affiedrs  ?     Suppose  he  was  a  so  to  revenge  himself,  he  must  be  held 
farmer,  and  his  understanding  was  so  far  criminally  responsible, 
debilitated  that  he  could  not  manage  his  Tkedijffermt/crmiofuntoundntmafmmd* — 
farm,  though  competent  to  common  pur.  The  want  of  defimtions  and  of  precise 
poses.'    What  are  the  affairs  to  the  ma-  appellations  is  no  where  more  seriously 
nagement  of  which  he  is  incompetent  ?  felt  than  in  treating  of  the  various  forms 
Those  affairs  may  be  of  such  a  nature  that  of  mental  disease.    We  have  seen  in  tbe 
a  certain  degree  of  impairment  of  memory  short  sketch  just  given,  of  the  legal  dis- 
may render  him  incompetent  to  the  ma-  tinctions  respecting  unsoundness  of  mind, 
nagement  of  them,  and  yet  he  may  not  be  how  vaguely  the  several  terms  lunacjif  «m. 
of  unsound  mind.    The  inference  of  the  wund  memory,  imbeeiiitiff  £cc.  are  employed 
jury — '  and  consequently  he  is  of  unsound  even  by  the  bench ;  and  it  is  a  general 
mind' — does  not  satisfy  me — it  does  not  complaint  that  lawyers  take  no  pains  to 
follow  necessarily  from  the  premises :  I  fix  the  meaning  of  expressions  which  thev 
cannot,  therefore,    allow  the  verdict    to  so    commonly  use :    they  seem,    indeeo, 
standt."  more    inclined  to  secure  for  themselres 


•+• 


It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  be  able  a  convenient  latitude  in  this  respect, 
to  add,  that  a  recent  enactment  has  put  an  so  that  when  they  please  they  may,  as 
end  to  much  of  the  ambiguity  which  thus  it  were,  play  fast-and-looae  with  the 
prevailed  respecting  weakness  of  intellect,  medical  witnesses,  badgering  them  (as 
The  statute  1  Wm.  IV.  c.  60,  relative  to  we  too  often  see  them  do)  to  state  mi- 
trustees  and  mortgagees,  has  introduced  a  nutely  what  is  to  be  understood  by  sudi 
power  to  issue  a  commission  of  lunacy  in  negative  denominations  as  mutwitdness  or 
all  cases  where  an  individual  is  "incapable  ituanity,  when  they  themselves  would  with 
of  managing  his  affairs/'  although  he  be  much  more  propriety  endeavour  to  fix 
neither  proved  to  bean  idiot  nor  lunatic.  the  ideas  comprehended  under  the  posi- 

In  criminal  caiet. — The  law  is  more  pre-  tive  term  soundneu  of  mind.  In  the  end 
cise  and  determinate  in  lading  down  tbe  this  probably  will  be  done,  and  the  ex- 
grounds  of  responsibility  or  irresponsibility  ample  has  already  been  set  by  eminent 
for  crime.  The  statute  39  and  40  Geo.  III.  legal  authorities  on  the  continent;  but 
c.  35,  enacts,  that  when,  upon  the  trial  meantime  we  are  not  to  remain  idle, 
of  a  person  charged  with  treason,  murder,  expecting  such  a  consummation :  medical 
~ men  are  deeply  interested  in  procuring 

•  8  Veser.  Ridgeway  v.  Durwin.  all  the  light  that  can  be  had  on  the  sub- 

t  Th«  verdict  wa»,  ••  tbnt  the  party  wa«   not  :««,     -nH    frnm    thAm     nn  Ann\%t     will    Im 

lunatic,  but  partly  from  paralysis,  and  piirtly  from  J®*^f'  ^°*J  "°"" .  ^^'„"^u  ?  •    J          .- 

old  afe,  hla  memnry  waa  eo  mach  Impaired  as  to  uiUoiately    derived   all    that   mformaUon 

vernier  him  ineompeteot  to  the  maaafrement  of  which    is    requisite    to   guide    and  deter- 

Illr,  ^™?n'd*'i«H*?S*S"*"**'  .'*"'.*».***.  *"  **I  ""•  mine  the  consUucUon  of  our  oommon  and 

•ounfl  mind,  and  bad  been  so  for  the  term  of  tiro  .•«*«*^  i«„ 

yearn.*'  Statute  law. 

t  4  iius«eii  Rep.  183.  Unsoundness  of  mind,  as  ineluding  every 
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remarkable  deviation  fVoni  the  ordiDarj 
healthv  standard,  it  obvinuslv  a  term  of 
wide  application;  but  as  in  regard  to 
bodilj  aisease  we  have  our  classes  and  or- 
ders to  rerer  to,  whereby  each  individual 
case  can  be  readily  rec(>ffnized,  so  in  de- 
termining the  nature  of  particular  in- 
stances of  mental  disease,  we  hare  an  ar- 
rangement  which  seems  well  adapted  to 
wene  oar  purpose. 

To  the  French  and  Germans  we  are  much 
indebted  for  thei  rp^fchonosological  labours; 
tber  have  simnlibed  a  subject  which  was 
hitnerto  all  chaos  ;  they  have  supplied  us 
with  a  nomenclature  at  once  adequate  and 
perspicuous ;  and  they  have  already,  we 
may  sav,  so  far  displaced  the  old  system 
of  concision,  that  in  treating  henceforth 
of  mental  disorders  it  will  be  possible  for 
authors  to  be  generally  intelligible,  with- 


out  using  terms  in  senses  peculiar  to  them- 
selves.  Only  a  few  years  since,  it  was 
necessary,  in  proceeding  to  peruse  the  re- 
marks  of  anv  English  writer  on  insanity, 
to  settle  in  tfie  6m  instance  in  what  sense 
he  employed  his  terms;  for  it  was  sure  to 
be  different  from  that  of  any  one  else  even 
of  his  contemporRries:  but*  of  late  a  uni- 
formity has  begun  to  prevail,  which  can- 
not but  be  attended  with  the  most  ben«- 
ficinl  results. 

Medical  jurists  ought  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  prominent  characteris- 
tics of  the  several  forms  of  mental  un- 
soundness. I  shall  here  offer  a  sketch 
which  will  be  found  useful  in  appreciating 
the  features  of  the  leading  varieties ;  bat 
first  let  me  call  your  attention  to  this 
table,  which  exhibits  at  a  glance  the  rela- 
tions  of  the  different  forms  to  each  other : — 
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Idiocy 


/Dbficikxct  of 
mtntal  power. 


2 


Imbbcility 


Congenital— 
with  little,  if 
any,  develop- 
ment. 


From  arrested 
development— 
perhaps  with 
some  congeni- 
tal defect. 

The  deaf-and- 
dumb  state. 


/'Mania,  or 
General  insa- 
nity. 


With  fUry ; 
Fufr. 


Without  fury. 


/Insanity;  with  , 
I     excitement.      \ 


\DEaANGBMBNT, 

or  Alienation 
of  mental 
power. 


^With  depres- 
sion; 
M§lanehoUa. 


^Monomania; 
^    Partial  insa- 
nity. 


Demonoiuaaia. 


<  With  terror. 


^With  pride. 


Theoinania. 


^*l^  ^2y*^y  **'    Erotomania 
\    cheerfoliiMs.    \         "•-••■•^ 


With  vanity. 


VDKMBNTIA.Or 

Fatui^ ;  the 
nind  broken 
down. 


itiveon 
some  other 
form  of  de- 
rangement. 

From  Epilepsy, 
&c. 

Senile; 


\ 
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Thift  aiTanffemeut  explains  ittelf.     Un-  dementia,  not  thoae  of  idioey:   Imt 

soundness   of   mind,    the    generic    teim  wandering  impostor  might  endcn?oar  to 

employed  as  <*  the  most  safe  and  legal,"  plaj  the  armnt  fool  for  some  miscbiefoat 

is  in  the  first  instance  considered  as  con-  purpose.     Where  there  is  reaaoa  for  sa^ 

sistingeither  in  deficiency  orderangement —  picion  of  this  hind,  sedosion  and  secret 

the  mind  having  never  attained,  or  having  watching  of  the  Vturiy  wonld  soon  aftiid 

departed  from,  the  ordinary  sound  state,  evidence  of  his  real  state. 

Deficiency  of  mind  is  then  divided  accord-  Jimbeeilittf. -^Thu  is  a  stmte  ofmind  which 

jng  as  it  arises  from  congenital  imperfec-  often  affords  ample  room  for  diseosrioa 

tion,  or  from  some  obstacle  snpervening  and  litigation.      The  imbeeile  poaesNS 

which  permits  only  of  a  partial  develop-  only  a  limited  portion  of  mentml  power: 

ment.      We  have  thus  the  two  forms  of  his*  intellectual  and  moral   derdopmsat 

idiocy  and  imbecility.  has  proceeded  only  to  a  certain  extent— 

In  derangement,  tfie  mind  may  be  looked  some  bodily  disorder  then  probably  hi- 

npon  either  as   morbidly  excited,  or  as  terfering,  or  his  original  stock  of  miad 

having  its  powers  abated :  hence  we  arrive  being  capable  of  enltivation  no  further, 

at  the  several  forms  of  mania,  monomania.  Some,  however,  are  capable  of  a  consider. 

and  the  different  kinds  of  dementia.  Mania,  able  degree  of  intelligeneey — may  be  taaght 

again,  is  distinguished  according  as  it  is  certain  mechanical  trades ;  aome  can  evea 

attended  with  fury  or  not;  and  mono,  learn  to  write,  or  to  rend,  and  perhap 

mania,  as  it  exhibits  a  depremed  condition  may  be  made  to  comprehend  the  mm- 

or  the  reverse.  ments  of  arithmetic.    Bnt  almost  eveiy 

Of  some  of  these  varieties  it  will  be  thing  they  do  is  performed  in  a  slovenly, 

necessary  to  offer  a  more  detailed  descrip-  unfinished  manner.    They  are  destitnte  of 

tion,  and  particularly  of  the  following  five  a  reasonable  denrree  of  attention  ;   their 

— ^namely,  idiocy,  imbecility,  mania,  mono-  memory  is  accordingly  very  imperfect,and 

mania,  and  dementia.    By  making  our-  their  powers  of  comparison  and  asaociatioa 

selves  familiar  with  their  characters,  we  most  limited. 

shall  find  our  task  of  distinguishing  and  We  often  observe   marked   shades   of 

classifying  particular  cases  submitted  to  variety    in    the  imbecile :    a  propensity 

us,  will  be  materially  facilitated.  to  music  and  mimickry  is  sometimes  dis- 

Idiocy^iti  eharaeteristici. — Absolute  idio-  played  ;  and  while  some  are  extremely 

cy,  for  it  admits  of  some  slight  degrees,  is  peaceable  and  orderly,  others  are  cunning 

always  connected  with  more  or  less  of  — given  to  theft,  and  sometimes  carried 

personal  deformity  or  disease.     The  head  away  even  to  acts  of  assassination.     Their 

is  generally  remarkable  for  its  dispropor-  passions  are  frequently  violent  and  an- 

tion  to  the  stature— sometimes  extremely  manageable :  grief  also,  and  the  nppear- 

small,  with  retreating  and  narrow  fore-  ance  of  strong  religious  feeling,  have  been 

head,  sometimes  voluminous,  with  obtuse  noticed  among. their  characteristics, 

facial  angle ;  the  features  are  heavy,  often  The  great  difiicnlty  attending  these  cases 

hideously  ugly ;  the  eyes  meaningless;  the  in   medico-legal  practice  is   to  trace  oat 

smile  stupid.    The  l><>dy  is  mostly  short  the  limits  whereby  persons  of  this  class 

and  ill-shaped,  very  thin,  or  very  fat.     In  are    distinguished  from  others  who  are 

regard  to  mental  power,  the  little  portion  competent    to    regulate  their  social  and 

of  mind  which  the  idiot  possesses  is  almost  moral  conduct.     In  criminal  trials  there 

a  perfect  blank;  there  is  no  understand-  is  reason  to  believe  that  imbeciles  have 

ing,  no  faculty  of  articulate  speech,  a  few  often  (not  so  often,  however,  in  this  conn* 

parrot- like  words  probably  are  the  utmost  try  as  on  the  continent)  been  found  ^Yfy, 

that  can  be  utterea.   The  will  is  in  similar  where  they  were  really  not  responsible; 

abeyance,  no  emotions,  no  desires,  scarcely  and    in  civil   suits,  the  decision  of  the 

even  an  instinct.     Where  the  idiocy  is  not  validity  of  acts  done  by  the  imbecile  has 

so  thoroughly  deplorable,  there  are  some  sometimes    turned     on     points     perhaps 

slight  glimmerings  of  ideas  of  sense,  and  scarcely  comprehensible  by  the  jniy  thcm- 

of  feelings  of  pleasure  and  pain;  sometimes  selves  who  pronounced  the  verdict, 

even  a  trace  of  gratitude  towards  a  kind  An  example  of  the  latter  kind  is  afforded 

keeper  may  be  observed.  by  a  remarkable  trial  which  took  place 

Cases  of  this  description  can  scarcely  not  long  ago  on  the  Western  CircuiL    It 

^ive  any  difficnlty  to  the  medical  jurist;  was  an  action  to  set  aside  a  will  made  by 


t>eiDg  congenital,  and  their  history  known,  a  young  woman  (Frances  Smith)  of 

there  is  commonly  no  mystery  about  them,  mfnd :    the  heir  at  law  was  plaintiff,  the 

It  might  so  happen,  however,  that  in  some  legatee  (Ann  Smart)  defendant    Counsel 

isolated  instance  an  attempt  at  imposture  on  either  side  admitted  that  there  was 

might  be  made :  not  that  a  person  who  imbecility  in  the  case;   bnt  the  question 

had  already  been  known  to  enjoy  reason  was  whether  it  existed  to  such  an  extent 

could  well  put  on  this  form  of  unsound-  as  to  incapacitate  for  making  a  will,— 

ness— for  it  were  a  clumsy  character  to  whether,  in  flsct,  the  testatrix  possessed  a 

assume— the  broken  down  mind,  such  as  «  disposing  memory,"  so  as  to  be  able  to 

his  should  be,  displaying  the  lineaments  oC  bequeath  her  property  with  undentand- 
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isg  and  reaaoii.    Much  eTidence  was  ad.  put  down  a  few  figures  which  a  child  of 

duced  on  both  sides,  for  it  was  necessar?  to  six  years  could  sum  up,  but  she  could  not 

inquire  into  the  whole  tenor  of  her  life:  doit.     She  was  incapable  of  doing  simple 

a  witness  was  produced  who  was  present  addition.    I  should  saj  she  was  incapable 

at  her  birth,  and  Farious  others  testified  to  of  any  important  transaction.     She  did 

her  habits  during  her  girlhood  and  married  not  appear  agi  tated  or  confused.    She  con  • 

state.  tinned  in  the  same  state  to  the  time  of 

Frances, or  Fanny  Smith  was  a  fanner's  her  death.    I  performed  an  operation  on 

daughter  ;    her  hc«d  was  misshapen  at  her  breast ;  I  then  remarked  that  she  ex> 

birth,  owing  to  some  injury  received  dur-  pressed  no  sensation  of  pain,  and  at  her 

ing  delivery;  and  she  very  early  exhibited  confinement  she  did  not  exhibit  the  same 

signns  of  inferior  intellect;  she  required  as-  feelings  as  other  persons.    There  was  a 

sistance  in  all  the  common  affairs  of  life,  defect  of  sensibility,  which  frequently  ac- 

was  nneleanly  in  her  person,  and  very  companies  a  defect  of  mind, 

simple  minded.  Her  proper  station  seemed  "  Cross-examined.— Women  suffer  pain 

to  be  in  the  farm-yard,  where  it  appears  better  than  men.    She  scarcely  made  an- 

the   often  nsed  to  work  hard  with  her  swers  to  any  of  our  questions.    I  think 

mother.    Many  of  the  farm  labourers  and  those  she  din  give  were  not  rational.     She 

rustics  gave  a  pretty  fair  account  of  her  possessed  some  mind,  but  of  a  very  inferior 

understanding,  according  to  their  ideas  oif  description. 

sound  mind;    but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benson,  ''Re-examined. — She  had  not  a  mind 

the  cleiryman  who  celebrated  her  mar-  to  protect  herself  from  fraud.    I  put  the 

riage,  while  he  considered  her  capable  of  ordinary  tests  to  ascertain  the  state  of  her 

entering  into  the  married  state,  and  even  mind." 

of  disposing  of  her  property,  admitted  that  Dr.  Finch  was  next  examined. 

her  appearance  induced  him  to  think  she  "  I  am  a  physician,  and  have  kept  a 

was  weak  in  her  intellect,  and  ''a  very  lunatic  asylum  for  thirty  years.      I  at- 

weak  person.''  tended  with  Mr.  Coates,  and  the  certificate 

The  evidence  of  the  solicitor  who  drew  describes  my  opinion. 

her  will  and  attested  a  previous  execution  "  Cross-examined. — An  idiot  can  have 

of  a  mortgage  deed,  was  strongly  in  favour  no  idea  of  numbers,  or  of  the  value  of 

of  her  "  diposing"  capacity;    but  he  went  money." 

so  far  as  to  say  thtft  there  was  nothing  The  trial  lasted  four  days.  In  his  ad- 
even  in  her  countenance  to  indicate  weak-  dress  to  the  jury  the  learned  judge  (Mr. 
ness  of  mind.  Dr.  Grove,  too,  a  physician  Baron  Gumey)  commented  at  considera- 
wbo  saw  her  relative  to  an  insurance  on  ble  length  on  the  evidence  "  The  law," 
ber  life,  thought  she  was  competent  to  he  said,  **  had  been  correctly  stated,  that 
anake  a  will ;  bat  be  stated  in  his  cer-  it  was  not  requisite  on  one  side,  in  support 
tificate  that  she  bad  a  degree  of  eccen-  of  the  will,  that  it  should  be  made  out 
trieity  of  mind,  though  nothing  approach-  that  the  person  was  an  idiot;  and  it  was 
ing  to  anxiety.  stated  on  the  other  side,  that  it  was  not 

On  the   other   hand,    in    addition  to  requisite  to  establish  that  the  person  was 

abundant  testimony  regarding  the  slovenly,  of  superior  understanding,  or  even  of  the 

nneleanly,  childish,  ana  unmeaning  habits  average  understanding  of  mankind.     But 

of  the  testatrix,  it  was  proved  that  at  there  must  be  mind,  there  must  be  me- 

scbool,  where  she  was  sent  at  the  age  of  mory,  there  must  be  judgment ;  and  it 

10,  she  had  not  the  capacity  of  a  child  of  was  for  them  to  say,  upon  the  examination 

five, — she  could  scarcely  li>e   taught  any  of  all  this  evidenee,  wnether  this  woman, 

thing:  it  was  impossible  to  teach  her  to  Frances  Smith,  had  a  disposing  mind, 

sew— yet  she  learned  to  write  a  little.  memory,  and  understanding.      The  case 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  surgeon,  of  Salis-  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature, 

bary,  gave  evidence  to  this  effect:—"  I  for  the  evidence  on  one  side  and  the  other 

attended  Fanny    Smith  at  times,   from  was  most  completely  at  variance ;  the  one 

1819  till  her  death,  during  which  period  placing  her  understanding  perhaps  higher 

my  attention   was  drawn  to  her  mind,  than  it  ought  to  be,  and  the  other  putting 

No  one  could  attempt  to  converse  with  it  possibly  lower  than  it  ought  to  be;  but 

her  without  seeing  that  she  was  imbecile  it  was  confessed  that  she  was  a  person  of 

in  a  low- degree.    I  gave  a  certificate  in  very  weak  mind,  and  they  were  to  say  to 

1828  and  1^9,  after  I  had  considered  the  what  extent  that  weakness  weut,  whether 

state  of  her  mind :  those  certificates  state  it  was  that  degree  of  weakness  which  in- 

sbe  is  very  nearly  an  idiot.    I  examined  capacitated  her  from  the  disposal  of  her 

ber  a  third  time,  with  Dr.  Finch,  at  my  property  by  will;  and  there  was  this  re- 

bonse.    I  put  questions  to  her.    We  first  markable  observation  to  be  made,  that  the 

wished  to  ascertain  whether  she  under-  greater  part  of  the  witnesses  in  the  lower 

stood  the  nature  of  disposing  of  property,  class  of  life,  in  support  of  the  will,  stated 

bat  we  could  not  discover  that  she  did.    I  that  she  had  no  weakness  at  all.    On  the 
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other  hand,  the  witnesses  against  the  will  Hah.  Hantt.  Anodjv. 

pUced  her  low  irery  low  indeed.  Theyhad  ^            ^      sleepless  ni^ht  ;  and  on 

t»  contrast  this ;  and  it  was  for  them  to      .  ^.i!  TT^      •        *^ ^  -— L  .kMt 

decide  which  was  correct."  ^«  7th  the  pam  was  yrrjer^  ak«rt 

The  jury,  after  a  short  consnltotion,  re-  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  ^c  coloii.    Ue 

turned  a  verdict  for  the  d*f«idoii«-that  is  obUined  rehef  bj  bending  tbe  feodr 

to  say,  for  the  Taliditv  of  the  will*.  forwards.     Ardor    nrina*  ;    onnc    wm 

bloody.      Pulse    114,    wemk ;    b©web 

— alow. 

CASE  OP  De!«cend.  Bain.  Tepid.,  et  bab.  Salpb. 

Mair.  cam  Carbon.  Magnca. 
GBSrUl'CTED  URETER; 


WITH  ULCERATION  OF  THE  KIDNEY  AND 
ABSCESS. 


In  coming  out  of  tbe  balb  be 
per  uretbram,  a  triangnlar  pteee  ^  f^ 
vel,  tbe  size  of  a  aplit  pea,  after  wnkb 

_    „  ,  -,  be  felt  much  earner,  and  alcpl  a  fcw 

Bv  BoBERT  Allan,  Lsq.  |,^^^      p^,!^  nwe  to  120,  and  tfce  ea- 

suffAMi«tantSnrgeon.  ihartic  operated.     He  now  coapbiMd 

of  pain  in  the  lefl  teatiele.     In  tbe  af- 

^  ....11.1  tenioon  the  urine  waa  roiiled  perfectlj 

John  Gourlay,  pnrate  in  the  detach,  ^j        ,„^i  ^^^^     ^^     p^j^  lOa 

ment  tK^th  Regimenl,  sUtioned  si  Black        jy^^       ^y^  twonbllowing  dm  tbe 

^I^'l  "r^u^'   ■  "*^^*  of  Stirling  ptti«5  remained  aboot  100.     He  bad  a 

(N.B.),or  robust  constitution,  nine  years  f^^  .jj  ,,j  ^^^y^  ^f  abdonrinal  pdn; 

in  the  tropics,  and  addicted  to  the  free  ^^ne  natural.    Wann  Ulba,  anifte- 

use  of  ardent  spmts;  went  to  Ined  m  quent  doses  of  nitioas  «iber,  wen  ad- 

his  usual  good  health  on  tbe  evening  of  ^linislered 

the  4th  October,  1835,  and  awoke  about        ^  ^^e  ^ening  of  tbe  Olb  tbe  paia 

three  o  clock  in  the  morning,  complain-  ^turned  suddenTj,  and  witb  gmt  m- 

ing  of  violent  pain    increased  on  pres-  ^  •„  ^^  ^^^  ^f  j^H  ^^^^^  ^. 

sure,  m  the  site  of  the  descending  colon.  ^^^^      ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^ 

Pulse    104     full;    skm   inoist;    thirst.  „^,|,^    while^o>bange  of  poitfM 

lie   voided  small  quantities  of  urine,  brought  tbe  sligbteat  leliSf.    Xfaewas 

highly  tinged   with  blood,  eveo'  few  eold  clammy  penpiration,  and  Inmidl 

™>""^^-  abdomen ;  urine  clear,  and  in 


Venesectio  ad  Ihij.    Fomentst  abdom.  quantity.       Tbe    pain    •^d    firrcr  dft> 

frequenter.    Hth.  Ol.  Ricini,  Jj.  minish^  in  a  tew  booia. 

The  blood  was  bofTwl  nnd  cuppe<l ;         l^>«»n  •*»«  ^^^^  <**te  »  swelling  wis 

Slid   about  noon  the  pulse  fell  t»»   98.  oWrvablc  in  the  left  iliac  region,  wbifb 

Having  vomitwl  the  castor  oil,  a  stimu-  daJlj.   increased,    and     the   ^^cbaife 

lating  enema  was  thrown  lip.    The  pain  of  urine  diminished.    Tbe  boweb  rr- 

ccascd,  and  he  slept  two  hours ;  it,  how-  quiretl  to  he  frequently  atinnlatcd.   He 

ever,  returned  at  intervals  during  the  continued  to  pass  slecplem  nigbis,  od 

day,  while  the  abdomen  became  tumid,  fherc  was  great  anxiety,  while  tbepaia 

and  tender  on  pressure.     He  slept  seve-  >"   ^^^  tumor  sometimes  i 

ral  hours  in  the  following  night,  but  on  wderably.     The  stomach 


the  morning  of  the  6th  suffered  more    ^Me,  and  bis  strength  declined  nf^r. 
severe  abdominal  pain,  with  tbe  poise    Emollient  poolticea  were  apoBed  to  ibe 


im>,  verv  full;  skin  hot  and  drv  ;  less    tumor, and  opiates nigbtljadmini 
blood  in  the  urine.  ^n  ^«  30tb  tbe  tomor  waa  veiy 


Rep.  Venesectio  ad  Ibij.     Hah.  Sulph.    "J'"*""^  *'  **"*  '^^.^j^f »       .  ^  ^ 

iMagnesia*,  ^j;  et  injcc.  Enema  Ca-    ^^  '^f*  •  jpncklmg  patn;  pnbeS^ 
t'lartlc.  soft;  nnne  of  natoral  colour,  bat  vat 


„,,,,,.  ,       ,  ,  in  *n>«ll  quantities. 

The  bleeding  produceil  syncope,  and        Taking  into  conaidenition  tbe 

the  cathartic  operatefl  twice.      In  the  ^f  the  swelling,    which  tbieatencd  !• 

evening  the  pain  shifted   towards  the  hurst  into  the  abdomen,  tbe  Bany 

left    lorn,    and     the     pulse    was    100,  less  niebU  and  eonaequent  exbii 


feeble. 


nights  and  conaeqiient 
it  was  advisable  that  an  attempt  tbonM 
—     be  made  to  give  exit  to  tbe  eoatenis  "f 

f.«nH''i/VhVrLT*«^?L«^7*M«ch^V    ^^'^    ^"™«'^    wiibont    debiT;    and    Dr. 
143!*.  oicw  art  ^asMSiani-ittspecior  at  naaanaisi 


ULCERATION  OF  TU£- KIDNEY  AND  ABSCE$S.  889 

haTingf  arrt?ed  from  bead^quarters,  on  rapidlj;  he  bad  no  appetite;   tbe  dis- 

the  31st  October  the  followiugf  opera-  charge  of  urine  from  toe  wound  nre^ 

tion  was  performed  :—  raged  two  pints  and  a  half,  with  one  of 

The  slcin,  cellular  membrane,    and  pus,  in   the  twenty-four  hours, — while 

abdominal  muscles,  were  divided  to  the  the   urine  by  urethra  amounted   to  a 

extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  in  the  pint.    Bowels  required  to  be  kept  open 

direction  of  the   fibres  of  the  internal  oj  laxatives. 

oblique,  and  about  two  inches  distant        On  the  Idlli  November  a  la rg'eelastic- 

from  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  in  the  line  ^um  catheter  was  passed  by  the  wound 

of  the   nmbilicns,  and  on  the  iliae  side  eleven  inches  and  a  half,  and  retained 

of  the  apex  of  the  tumor,  with  the  view  there  a  few  minutes. 
of  keeping  clear  of  the  peritoneal  ca-        The  appetite  improved,  and,  owing  to 

▼ity.    The   fascia  transversalis  appear-  the  emaciation  and  great  discbarge  of 

iDg  tense,  a  large   trocar   and  canula  pus,  his  diet  was  increased.    He  now 

were  thrust  through  it ;  the  trocar  be-  nad  chicken  soup,  two  eggs,  and  a  pint 

iDg    withdrawn     as    the    canula    was  of  porter,  daily,  and  toolc  sulphate  of 

pnabed  in.    Seven  pints  of  urine  flowed  quinine  with  sulphuric  acid, 
out,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of       At  this  time  ne  was  in  an  extreme 

the  last  few  ounces,  which  were  gela-  state  of  debility,  and  had  an  ulcer  ou 

tinous,    and    evidently    the    exudation  the  sacrum  from  pressure ;   pulse  120, 

from  an  inflamed  surface,  was  perfectly  but  he  slept  tolerably  well. 
elear.    An  elasticg^m  tube  was  intro-        About  the  middle  of  December  the 

daeed,  and  the  canula  withdrawn ;  ad-  quantity  of  pus  began  to  diminish, — the 

hesive  straps,  compress,  and  bandage,  appetite  continued  to  improve,  and  his 

applied.  mind  became  easy. 

In  a  few  hours  after  the  operation  he        Anxious  to  ascertain  if  the  ureter  was 

complained  of  uneasiness  in  the  wound,  pervious  (for  it  was  imagined  that  the 

caused  by  the  point  of  the  tube;  the  opening  led    into  it),  an  elastic-gum 

poise  rose  to  120,  and  he  voided  some  catheter  was  a^ain  introduced  by  the 

elear  orine  by  the  methra.    The  severe  wound    eleven  inches,  and   a  pint  of 

pain  and  tension  were  completely  re-  milk  and  water  injected  with  consider- 

Boved,  and  he  slept  the  greater  part  of  able  force,  none  of  which  entered  the 

the  following  night.  bladder,  but  flowed  back  by  the  side  of 

On  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  tlie  instrument. 
the  elastic-gum  tube  was  withdrawn,  as        A  gradual  and  very  visible  improve- 

nothing  had  passed  by  it.    He  voided  ment    was    going    on   in   his  general 

urine  in  small  quantities  frequently,  and  health,  and  about  the  end  of  December 

with  burning  pain  ;  pulse  120,  and  ab-  he  was  able  to  sit  up  an  hour  daily, 

domen  rather  tense.  ^   There  were  several  symptoms  of  stone 

On  the  3(1  November  he  vomited  re-  in  the  bladder,  such  as  ardor  urinof,  and 

peatedly,  and  the  abdomen  was  much  great  pain  at  the  meatus  urinarius  while 

swollen.    Pulse  122,  very  feeble.  voiding  the  last  drops  of  urine,  along 

„  .    «.  .   ^        .       -  .  with  a  mucous  deposit.   He  was  sonnd- 

Hab.  Mist.  Camphor,  frequenter.  ^^ ,    ^i,^  ;««»«.,«.^.*.*   «-««  «««.-♦  ^^:^  :^ 

'  ^  ed ;   the  instrument  gave  great  pam  m 

On  the  4th  there  was  constant  vomit-  passing  the  prostatic  portion  of  urethra, 
ing  and  hiccough,  while  the  swelling  in  out  no  stone  could  be  felt, 
the  iliac  region  was  as  great  as  before  In  January  he  remained  out  of  bed 
the  operation.  The  trocar  and  canula  two  hours  daily,  and  was  able  to  walk 
were  again  introduced'  through  the  about  the  room ;  appetite  continued 
wound,  and  six  pints  of  clear  urine  good,  and  the  pus  fmm  the  wound  did 
came  away,  which  was  followed  by  the  not  exceed  four  ounces  in  the  twenty- 
slow  discnarge  of  two  pints  of  well-  four  hours.  Sometimes  very  little  urine 
formed  pus.  An  elastic-gum  tube  was  came  by  the  wound,  while  the  quantity 
retained  in  the  wound.  |)er  nrethram  was  increased ;    for  in- 

The  report  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  stance,  it  is  reported  on  the  9th  Janu- 

states,  that  *'  a  considerable  quantity  of  ary,  that  "  only  three  ounces  of  urine, 

clear  fluid  and  pus  came  along  the  tube,  with  four  of  pus,  flowed  by  the  wound, 

at  fire<|ncnt  intervals,  during  the  day ;  and  six  pints  of  pale  urine  by  urethra, 

vomiting  ceasedf  and  he  slept  a  little;  during  tlie  last twcnty-four  hours;  pulse 

pulse  ItM).*'  114;    thirst;     ImiwcIs  regular.       The 

Emaciation   and    debility    increased  elastic-gum  tube  is  still  in  the  wound.'* 
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On  Februaij  the  lltb,  it  is  noted  Ion  and  rectoBi  slifj^tlj  in 

that ''  be  sleqw  well ;  pulse  128,  feeble ;  ened,  and  covered  wiclT  pua. 

thirst ;  skin  hot  and  dry  i  appetite  verj  There  are  several  pointa  in  ikis  casr 

bad ;  has  not  been  gfainingf  strength- for  wortlnr  of  remark,  and  a  few  of  which  it 

some  time  past ;  feet  (edematous.   From  will  be  diflicnk  to  ffire  a  f  tisfactotr 

two  to  three  ounces  of  pus  discharged  explanation.    The  sodden  attack,  anil 

bj  the  wound  daily."  bloody  urine  from  the  cowaie 

Towards  the  end  of  February  he  suf-  until  he  voided  per  nretliraai  a 

fered  a  smart  attack  of  dysentery,  but  calculus  on  the  third  day.    Th« 

under  the  use  of  blue  pill  with  opium,  be  little  doubt  that  the  piisiffr  af  thai 

and  small  doses  of  castor  oil,  the  severe  stone  caosed  the  pain  and  bKaMnhat^v; 

symptoms  subsided  in  a  few  days.  and   the  symptoma  which  saptiiimd 

Emaciation   and  debility  again  in-  would  have  led  us  to  iawsme  that  iht 

creased  ;    appetite    fell    off  ;    he  had  ureter  was  blocked  op,  either  by  an^ 

griping,  tenesmus,  and  vomiting.    The  ther  calculus  or  ooa^nilmble  ljvpk«  hi/t 

urinary  affection  underwent  no  change,  the  appearances  on  digseetion  rally  vnm 

but  be  was  so  weak  that  he  could  not  it  was  the  latter  which  eanaad  all  the 

sit  up  even  in  bed.     On  8th  and  9th  of  diaturbance  which   followed.     He  hd 

April  he  voided  a  quantity  of  muoo-  no  pain  in  the  loina  dnrhiy  the  int 

Iiorulent  matter  by  stool ;  on  the  two  foU  eighteen  daya,  altbongfa  the  f  ■■■  wv 

owing  dajs  the  stools  were  yellow  and  ▼err  manifcat  between  the  Akm  rib 

thin.     He  sank  rapidly,  and  died  on  the  anil  crest  of  the  UioBi  oo  the  5lh;  M 

evening  of  the  lltn.  this  time  the  urine  waa  imhahly  tm- 

tained  in  the  kidner.aad  taeeaBse^am 

Post-mortem  exmmimation.  —  Body  inflammation  termrnatini^  in  aheum  biw 

much   emaciated  ;    no    disease  in  the  hind  that  organ,  may  ncco—t  far  tke 

head.  pain  becoming    acnle    in   the  ' 

CAeif.— Both  lungs  attached  to  the  region  aAer  such  a  lapae  of  ti 

pleura  costalis  by  old  adhesions.  The  patient  lived   five 

Abdomen. — Peritoneum  natural,  ex-  eleven  days  aAer  the  open 

cept  over  the  left  kidney  and  lumbar  any  great  dmee  of  soflering.ai 

muscles,  where  it  was  of  a  dark  blue  bave  existed  for  years  widb  a 

colour.    This  kidnev,  which  was  en-  fistula,  if  the  continaed   disrhiim  «f 

larged  to  twice  its  ordinanr  size,  adhered  pua  and  the  dysenteric  aficctioa,  esamf 

strongly  to  the  surrounding  parts  ;  its  on  when  in  a  debilitated  alate»  hai  Ml 

tubular  portion  was  destroyed,  or  con-  exhausted  him. 

verted  into  liule  cells,  having  a  common  port  Loots,  MaariUiu, 

communication  with  the  pelvis  of  this  Jane  14»  1886. 
or^an,  and  opening  besides,  by  ulcera- 
ration  in  the  cortical  substance  at  two 

points,  into  a  sac  capable  of  containing  CASK  OF 
a  pint,  occopjing  the  cellular  membrane 

in   the  lumbar  region.      The  mucous  LEPRA    AND    PSORIASIS^ 

lining  of  the  kidney  was  thickened  by  t««at«» 
inflammation,  and   the  commencement 

of  the  ureter  similarly  changed  in  struc-  WITH  SULPHUR  FX^MIOATIONSl 

turc,  and  completely  closed  at  this  point  

by    coagulable    lymph,  while    in    the  _      .                    ^  .     « 

remainder  of  its  course  it  was  contracted,  '**  '*•  EMar  ^  thm  Mtdieml  Iranttf. 

but  pervious.  An  elastic  bougie  insertMl  Sia, 

by  the  external  wound,  after  Uking  With  some  hope  of  reclaiming  fcrf 

a  direct  course  for  two  inches  eentrea  ^^^  baths  tfcal  juitice  whiSi  is  i 

in  close  contact  with  the  outer  surface :. j        "^^     ■■«;■  »  ■ 

of  the  peritoneum,  turned  up  into  the  •  DMMait  obwrrca,  «*c««  depMi  ••  tvai^ 

abscess  behind  the  kidney.     Right  kid-  ^^^}  V  <|*^^  v>«  lonqani  •>««  Mi  avi  ta 

ney  of  onlin.iy   size,  but   paFer  than  SC-.i^^nl-rtSSi 

ususl ;  Its  ureter  natural.  ct  7  out  tnmA  oa  wmvvm  fe^cr  ^ 


Bl.dder.m.n;  n.oco«co.H„fl.n.ed;    J^iljil ~  •S^J^X  p«iw.d«.l- 


and  two  superficial  ulcerations  near  the    cstrv  ir«  ftainw  cftcm  hiT     _ 

fundus.  l*!^  "■>•   Innrur  drea— crtt«  ptai  m 

Mucous  membrane  of  descending  co-    ^ni^S^^'^"''^^  *^  mmimMu  ^ 
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pvlablj  their  due,  I  tend  you  Imeflj       R  Liq.  Hvdraig.  Oxymuriat  ?y. ;  Po- 
tketreatmentandresalUofan  obstioate  tastas    Hydriodat.   gr.  xzxvj.i    Spt 


of  skin  malady  lately  under  my  Cinnam.  S.j   Aqne  Distill.  Jt.  M. 

snmatcocbl.  magnnm»mane  nocteqae. 

The  snbiect,  a  lady  affed  about  24  The  fumigrmtions  were  taken,  almost 

pr  26,  bad  been  afflicted  for  upwards  of  without  interruption*  one  daily  for  six 

aiae  years.      The  limbs  and  body  were  weeks,  the  time  the  lady  remained  un« 

covered  with  leprous  round  spots,  from  der  my  care ;  and    to    the  patches    of 

|he  size  of  a  crown  to  that  of  a  shillingr,  proriasis,  and  the  most  unyielding  of  the 

with  raised  red  edges,  depressed  in  the  leprous  spots,  she    used    an    ointment 

centrea,  and  covered  with  scales.    In  eomposed  of  one  drachm  of  the  hydrio- 

MSM  parts  were  large  patches  of  psori-  date  of  potass  to  an  ounce  of  grease, 

4UM,  irregular  in  shape  and  at  the  edges,  applied  night  and  morning.     1  omit 

9oi  depressed  in  the  centre,  but  sur-  dates  in  this  detail,  as  needless,  occa- 

SMunted  br  thick  scales.  The  face,  and  sioning  prolixity,  and  occupying  more 

palma  of  the  hands  and  feet,  were  the  space  than  you  can  allow, 

only  parts  of  the  bod?  exempt  from  the  At  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  lady  re- 

disease.  The  pneral  health  had  always  turned  to  the  country,  greatly  amended ; 

been  remarkably  good,  save  a  proneness  and,  on  her  arri?al  at  home,  was  to 

Mcaaionally  to  serere  headaches.  This  leave  off  the  medicine  and  application, 

loiHir-stending  disease  had  come  on  in  and  substitute  for  them  the  following:— 

tW  first  insunce  without  any  apprecU-  ^  ^iq.  Arsenical,  gtt.  xviii.,  Liq.  Po- 

Ue  eame,  but  underwent  some  diminu-  tas8»,  3j.;  Spt.  Cinnam.  Js.  j  Infbs. 

tiOB  in  degreedunngUie  summer  months.  Aurantii,  Jviiss.  M.  sumat  partem 

Th«  akin  was  unperspirable  and  stiff  sextam  bis  die.    Pil.  Hydr.  Submur. 

with  this  encasement,  but  the  itcbine*  by  gr.  v.  omni  nocte  somenda. 

BO  means  ao  distressing  as  in  those  rpu^  a^^  ^r  •!.             •    ^     l 

•Mailed   with   nruriironoiis  diseases—  of  the  arsenic  to  be  gra- 

that  is,  those  of  ihe^rder  papuloe,  ex-  "^""fj  ^creased  under  proper  guidance, 

«itbeB;ata,&c.&c    The  he*alth,as'pre-  f^tt^J^tl^^'T'^'''' '^"^  ^''^^''''' 

viomly  stated,  was  good ;  she  wLi  quite  *°8^  ^"  substituted  :- 

a  stranger  to  funcSonal  derangement,  «   Hydrare.    Oxymuriat.    9ij.  pulv. 

or  atomacb  complaint.    I  parUcularize  Sl^V'n  ^""^l^^'^  ^)i:  P"  ^J"'.  ''J' 

the  latter,  as  that  organ  his  so  often  to  ^j  m^^T'  ^'^'  ^'    To  be  used  night 

War  the  onus  of  being  the  cause,  or  at  ^"^  °^' 

least  the  cause  of  the  continuance,  of  She  was  directed  to  adhere  to  the  last 

many  of  these  complaints;  whilst  on  the  prescription  for  a  month,  and  then  to 

contrary,  in  cases  of  lepra  and  psoriasis,  leave  it  off  and  resume  the  former ;  thus 

I  have  commonly  found  the  stomach  in  alternating  the  medicines  and  applica- 

an  enviable  degree  free  from  dyspeptic  tions,  ana  which,  I  think,  is  often  at- 

ailment.   This  I  know  to  be  at  variance  tended  with  advantage.    At  the  end  of 

with  the  recorded  opinions  of  most,  if  two  months  I  received  the  following 

not  all,  writers  on  toe  diseases  of  the  letter  from  the  parent  of  the  young 

akin.  lady  :— 

After  this  statement,  an  apology  may  **  Sir,— The  time  having. elapsed  that 

seem  needful  for  the  medicines  that  were  you  mentioned  before   you  wished  to 

ordered  in  this  case,  in  conjunction  with  near  from  me,  I  now  have  great  satis« 

the  fumigating  baths.    In  short  they  faction  in  saying  that  your  hatha  and 

were  ordered  empirieallf,  in  the  hopes  treatment  of*^  my  daughter*s  complaint 

that  they  might  occasion  or  assist  in  have  even  exceeded  our  most  sanguine 

effecting  that  change  or  alteration  in  the  expectations,  and  if  it  continues,  will 

system  which  in  the  end  mi^ht  prove  equal  our  greatest  wishes.    The  tpots 

beneficial  to   the    patient.     The    lady  have  almost  totally  disappeared,  leaving 

eommenced  by    taidng    half  a  dozen  at  present  a  little  redness  behind,  which 

simple  vapour-baths,  with  the  view  of  no  doubt  time  will  wear  awav.    When 

soflening  the  surface,  lessening  the  ten-  I  look  back  on  the  length  of  time  she 

sion,  and  detaching  the  scales;  and  this  has  had  the  spots,  and  the  total  failure 

was  effected.  She  then  took  a  usual  pur-  of  so  many  eminent  medical  men's  at^ 

gative  dose,  and  the  next  day  com-  tempts  to  remove  them,  I  must  confess 

menced  with  the  sulphur  fumigation,  I  came  to  you  certainly  expecting  some 

and  the  following  medicines :—  relief,  but  not  with  the  most  distant 
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hopes  of  a  cure  bein|(' effected;  ftiicl  I  which  is  spreadiop^  in  this coontrj;  aid 

nhall  ever  feel  thankful  that  we  came  to  which,  if  not  rectified  hr  medical  prie- 

I^iidon.      She  to<ik   the  medicines  as  titionera  themselTes  mak'inn^  it  a  sakfcct 

directed,    and    of\en    uses    the  Jekyll  of  more  consideratioti   and   interest  m 

steam  hath,  and  finds  it  an  invaluanle  them,  these  excellent  means  of  relieC 

romf(»rt.    The  skin  has  peeled  off*,  she  not  only  for  maladies  of  ibe  skin,  bac 

thinks,  two  or  three  times,'*  Vc.  Sec.  *  for  a   ^p^eat  majoritT  of  other  chnmc 

I  do  not  send  you  this  brief  detail  as  complamts,  will  certainlj  be  broiifk 

embracinier  any  thingc  novel  in  the  com-  nndeserredljinto  disrepute  in  Eafbii 

plaint,  but  rather  t(»  show  that  by  the  How  shall  we,  then,  appear  to  oor  cm- 

properly -refrnlated  administration  of  the  tinental   neis^bours,    cippoaed   la   tUi 

sulphur    fumig^ations,  a  commonly  in-  metkoduM  medeudi;    wfaAst    each  me- 

tractable  form  of  disease  ntajf  be  made  ceeding*  year  has  shewn  more  and  mnv 

to  yield  in  comparatively  a  short  time,  the    increasing    estimation     in    wbick 

but    which,    under    onfinarv    ciicnm.  these  ivmediaT  means  are  lield  in  Ik 

stances,  will  resist  the  most  judicious  treatment  of  diseases?      Witness   ik 

means  of  treatment  for  a  lengthened  a«tnnndin|^  number  of  apwnrds  of  sar 

]»eriod,  as  in  this  lady's  case.  hundred  and  ei|^tj  tbooaaiid  of  thar 

When  the  sulphur,  or  other  fumif^i-  baths,  which  haye  been   admiaiKafd 

tions,    are    not   well   advised    or  well  annually  at  the  Hospital  of  Sl  l^iaii 

managed,  they  as  oAen  do  no  pfood ;  alone,  during  the  last  three  Tears;  ni 

and  hy  setting  up  a  febrile  state  of  the  the  precision,  discriminatioa.' and  aidrr, 

systeni,  are   frequently  mi^hirvoui«  in  with  which  they  are  administered,  ibev 

their  effects, — disappointing  alike  the  that  the    treatment  after  tbis  mtlkd 

patient  and  the  meaical  adviser.    Yet  has  become  part  of  a  regular  ajiifrf 

the  fault  rests  not  with  the  fumigations,  therapeia. 

hut  mostly  with  the  adviser,  in  not  duly         \\  nat  are  we  to   expect,  tben,  Wt 

prepannf?  the  patient  for  their  use,  or  in  disappointment,  if  not  diamdit,  if  mj 

the  case  beings  one  for  which  at  first  the  penmn,  however  deficient  in  tbe  neep- 

fumi^tinns  arc  too  stimulating,  —  in  sary   knowledipe,   shall   be   flowed  li 

short,   inadmissible;   and   the   latter   I  assume  to  advise,  and  to    adminirtt^ 

very  of\en  find  to  be  the  case.  fumijifsling-  bttha,  and  those  baAs  m- 

'fliese    means  are    commonly  adro-  properly  constructed,  and  mal-manaipe^* 

cate<l    for  diseases  of  the  skin   frtne-  Vet  such  is  the  ra«e  here;  and  at  pie- 

rally  speaking' ;   yet  disappointment  in  sent  I  know  hot  of  one  ledceminf  cv- 

the  results  will  always  follow  in  cases  cumstance    that    tends  to    cbccfc   thii 

of  eczema  and   prurigo,  when  proper  growing  evil,  and'by  wbicb  ils  atkr. 

treatment,  as  rest,  mild  diet,  and  per-  wise  baneful  tendency  is  abated,  viz.  tk 

haps    blcedinfr    or    purging*,    has    not  knowlednnr,  the  constant  care  and  altn- 

been  previously  rrM>rte<l  to;   and  I  do  lion  ;  and,  not  the  least  cirmmstanre,  Ik 

not  hesitate  to  say,  that  for  the  success-  expenses  which  are  necessarily  atleaJ 

ful  treatment  of  various  diseases  by  the  ant  upon  tbe  conducting  of  a  concct 

fumig>atorj  method,  a  practical  know-  fumigstory  establishment,  are  nth  ■ 

lc«lge  of  Its  offecUt,  and  of  the  best  way  to   stamp  with  an  almost  cettainrr  d 

of  manag'ini^  the  apparatus,  is  as  need^-  failure  every    emplnyment  of  tbe*  r»* 


ful  as  a  duo  k now ledj^e  of  diseases  and  medy  where' tltese  CMcntials  aie 

their  remedies  in  any  other  cases  where  ing".     And  I  cannot  help  eTpwusgny 

the  art  or  science  of  medicine  is  called  conviction,  that  it  is  tbe  dnir  of  cnit 

in  aid.  medical  man  who  recnmmemh  tbe  r» 

rn(^uestionably  it  is  a  powerful  the-  ployment  of  a  powerful   tbenpeafical 

rapeutic  a^^ent ;    and   when   any  such  agent,  to  assure  bimsclf  that  tbe  ^|v«t 

means  are  misapplied,  we  oug^ht  not  to  is  correct,  and  properir  adminirtrfH; 

he  surprised  if  our  own  errors  lead  us  to  and  so  protect  nis  own  repntatisn  k 

disappointment.     I  am  led  to  these  re-  shielding  his  patient  from  tbe  csa  ' 

marks  in  hopes  that,  through  the  in-  quences  of  its  improper  appKcatiom. 
fluence  of  your  excellent  and   wiflely  I  am,  sir, 

circulating  journal,  they  may  tend  to  Voor  obedient  seirant, 

disabuse  the  fumigatory  treatment  from  Jonathan  Gbkxs. 

the  ill  report  that  now  attends  it,  and        ^^  ^^^^  M«»Jborwitb.ii««, 


*  Pr.  Grtcn  hw  torwardcd  to  ut  the  original 
trttrr.— Kd.  (sac. 


March  6.  ISA7. 


DR^  iDwiN  Harrison's  strictures  on  laennec.  sys 

STRICTURES  on  cbrtain  PHRASES  recomiize  them  ever  aflerwards.      Of 

AND  CONFLICTING  OPINIONS,  this  kind  are  those  that  indicate  alcert 

of  the  luDffs,  fireat  hypertrophy  of  the 

IK  LABMHBC  8  CBLEBRATED  WORK.  faeart,  fistulous  comminicatiou  between 

tbejileura  and  the  bronchi,  &c. 

To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  Further  on  he  savs,  *'  It  is  sufficient 

to  ba?e  watched  a  disease  two  or  three 

^'*>  times  to  learn  to  recognize  it  with  cer- 

r  PURPOSE,  in  the  following'  paper,  to  talnty  ;    and   the  greater  part  of  the 

make   a  few  passing  remarks  on  the  affections  of  the  lungs  and  neart  are  so 

work  of  Laennec,  but  without  entering  common,  that  afler  having  sought  for 

into  many   of  those  nice  and  difficult  them  for  a  week  (pendant  huit  jours) 

queations  concerning  which   the  most  in  an  hospital,  there  will  only  remain  a 

eiroerieuced  auscultators  frequently  hold  few  rare  cases  to  be  studied,  which,  witli 

diflerent  opinions.  few  exceptions,  will  be  met  with  in  the 

Bj  placing  together,  under  the  eye  of  course  of  a  year  if  almost  all  the  patients 

the  student,  some  quotations  remarka-  are  examined  with  attention." 

ble  for  their  extravagance,  be  will  per-  He    admits    that    a    medical     man 

baps  be  more  strongly  impressed  with  entirely  devoted  to  private  practice  can- 

the  necessity  of  exercising  a  reasonable  not  be  expected  to  follow  an  hospital  for 

seepticism  on  this  subject  in  general,  so  long  a  time,  but  suggests  that  the 

tbmn  be  would  be  by  reading  Uiem  se-  physician  should  inform  bis  '*  coiifrdres'* 

parmtely.    Those  which  contain  contra-  when  he  meets  with  any  rare  or  interest- 

dictory  opinions  are   naturally  calcu-  iug  case.    *'  In  this  way  any  practitioner 

Imted  to  produce  the  same  effect.  may  learn  in  a  short  time  to  recognize 

These  considerations  may  serve   in  with  certainty,  not  only  the  cases  men- 

some  degree  as  an  excuse  for  the  great  tioned  above,  but  also  peripneumonia, 

Sroportion  of  Lacnnec's  remarks  intro-  pleuritis,  latent  catarrhs, — the  least  ru- 

oced  into  this  article.     Had   I  con-  diments  of  these  affections" 

tented  myself  with  merely  referring  to  Can    the  Eiigash  language  supply 

them,  there  is  little  probability  of  their  terms  sufficiently   strong   to  characte- 

having  been  looked  into  so  lar  as  re-  rize  the  extravagance  ofthe  greater  part 

gndB  my  present  object.  of  the  preceding  assertions  ? 

They  may  serve,  too,  as  a  sUrtiug-  ..      j     «       •    ,    , 
point  for  future  observations,  more  espe-  ^«  *  hispectton  des  Parots  de  la 
eially    if  any    injudicious  admirer  of  Poitnne. 
Laennec  should  attempt  to  defend  him,  On   this  subject  the    expressions  of 
or  to  follow   his  example  in  these  re-  Laennec  seem  to  have  been  strongly  in- 
spects.    If  some  of  the  assertions  con-  fluenced   by    his   own    invention    and 
tained  in  his  work  had  not  so  utterly  highly  valuable  discoveries.     With  rc- 
bid  defiance  to  every  thing  like  modera-  ^ard  to  phthisis  in  particular,  the  flatten-. 
tion,  the  task  of  criticism  might  have  ing  of  toe  upper  part  of  the  chest  cor- 
been  an  easier  one ;   but  what  can  be  responding   to  the  disease,  and   more 
•aid  in  refutation  of  statements  which  especially,  perhaps,  the  heaving  of  the 
might  almost  remind  one  of  the  extra-  shoulders,  and  the  dragging  up  instead 
▼agances  of  romance  ?  of  the  expansive  motion  of  the  ribs. 
If  I  sjpeak  strongly  on  this  subject,  it  ought  seldom  to  leave  much  doubt  as  to 
ia  because  I  feel  strongly,  and  know  too  its  nature.     After    some    attention   to 
well  the  great  evil  which   may  result  these  points,  the    diagnosis    may   fre- 
Irwn  the  manner  in  which  auscultation  queutly  be  made  with  little  ditiificulty, 
bas  been  presented  by  Laennec,  not  to  even    through    the    ordinary  clothing 
mention  many  others  who  have  assisted  of  tlie    patient,    especially    when  the 
in  injuring  a  really  gfood  cause,   by  shoulders  are  thrown  back. 
potting  forth  exaggerated  pretensions  ^         ^r      .^    ^ 
initanvoor.  QiiKV.ll.^Vn  Percussion. 

It  must  be  recollected  that  Laennec 

Introduction.  had  in  view  immediate  percussion.    His 

**  Some  of  the  signs  g^ven  by  mediate  remarks  are  excellent,  although  leaning 

auscultation  are  wery  easily  perceived  to  the  side  of  severity.     We  shall  here- 

(tr^  faciles  k  saisir),  and  it  is  sufficient  after  see,  that  upon  particular  occasions 

to  fiare  heard  them  once  in  order  to  he  viewed  this  subject  iu  «l  ntf^t^  ^%- 
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▼ourable  ligrbt,  and  seemed  almost  to  might  hare  been  tomewliat  dkeNnipN 

forgettbat  *' practice, dexteritj,and  great  by  reading  tbe  cbapter  on  that  MbjecL 

attention,  are  requisite  for  obtaining  ac-  If  we  now  turn  to  ibe  Seciwm  trmsi^m 

curate  results  by  percussion"  (la  percns-  — Det  produttimu  mrcidemitUrt  4kff. 

sion  ne  donne  de  r^ultats  exacts  (ju'au.  loppiei  dmns  le  Pmrnum^  we  ikall  M 

tant  que  Ton  y  apporte  de  Thabitude,  something  scarcely  reconeilenUe  wiik 

de  la  dexterite,  et  une  grande  atten-  one  of  the  preceding  remarks. 

tion.)  "  When  anj  tnmor  is  of  ndwr  cos- 

iiderable  sixe— that  of  an  tf(g^  for  ex- 

De  rAuMCHltatum  de  la  retpirmtiem.  ample,  the  stethoscope  indwntes  iu  prv- 

After  stating  that  in  persons  whose  sence  bj  the  abacnee  of  rea|HFBtian  is 

lungs  are  rerj  healthy  tne  respiratonr  that  pait.     Bnt  when  the 


sound  is  sometimes  Tcrj  weak,  or  al-  small,  however  ntamerami  ikey  nMyAr, 

most  inaudible,  and  mentioning  some  auscultation   affords   not   the   sligMot 

of  the  circumstances  in  which  this  oc-  indications  {PmuMcmitmtwun*iudimmeph§ 

curs,  Laennec  advises  that  in  these  and  rtifii),  if  the  palmonArj  tiiaiw  Mtwces 


all  other  cases  where  that  sound  is  werj  them  is  otherwise  healthj. 

feeble,  the  patient  should  be  made  to  **  I  hare  often  heard  rtspiiBti—  cC 

cough,  in  order  to  produce  a  full  inspi-  ftcted  with   equal  force  ana  deanm 

ration ;    the  same    result  being  some-  Itnec  wike  force  et  mme  meiUti  faalw).  *■ 

times  obtained  hj  making  him  speak  or  both  sides,   in  individaals  wboi,  wkta 

read,     and     especially    recite,     some  opened, presented  one  long  in  •  bcahhT 

phrases  consecutively.  state,  or  containing  only  some  ffctuhi 

These  directions  are  rerj  proper ;  but  of  rtry  small   volume,  andl  the  adrr 

in  attempting  to  act  upon  them,  it  will  filled  with  tnmors  of  the  lami  kinl. 

oilen  be  foumi  difficult  to  make  patients  varying  in  size  from  n  millet  setd  Is  i 

either  cough,  or  speak,  or  read,  or  re-  filbert,  and  so  nnmeroua,  that  this  kaf 

eite,  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  an  was  at  least  doubled  in  weight." 

inspiration  fitted  for  the  object  in  view.  But  to  return  to  ^  I'aoicnltalisa  it 

After  fpving  some  rules  for  exploring  la  respiration,"    'res|wration  cnvcineav. 

the  respiration,   he  adds—'*  All  these  Of  this  I  shall  eontcnt  mridf  with  ssv- 

precautions,  however,  are  only  neces-  iiig  that  a  long  eoame  off  %imij  will  k 

sary  for  beginners.     In  a  month  or  two  found  reouisite  for  attainiB|r  sneh  a  dv> 

the  ear  becomes  accustomed  to  distin-  gree  of  slnll  as  riiall  jostifV  a  deeiM 

guish,  amidst  the  sounds  that  reach  it  opinion  about  it  in  gcncrml ;  nor  w9 

at  the  same  time,  that  particular  one  of  even    this  exempt   any   oae  from  Ae 

which  it  is  iu  search,  and  to  hear  it  in  necessity  of  great  caution  in  many  is* 

some  degree  exclusively,  even  when  it  stances, 

is  weaker  than  all  the  others."  As  to  the  remark,  that,  in  caKS  «f    i 

I  suspect  that  few  can  justly  boast  of  ■  doubt,  other  phenomena  afKfidcd  hv  ihr    1 

such  success  as  this.  voice  or  cough  speedily  iiuiuii  aft  *• 

'*  When  the  respiration  is  heard  dis-  certaiotyy  it  would  have  mow  vdat  H 

tinctly,  and  with  neariy  equal  strength,  the  voice  and  eon||rh  were  mA  ihiB- 

in  all  parts  of  the  chest,  we  may  affirm  selves  of  moot  difficalt  inleffptetaMk 
that  tnere  is    neither  effusion   in    the 

pleura,  nor  engorgement  of  any  kind  in  *^  Pifopkmmie. 

the  pulmonary  tissue.  Let  the  student  reecrflect,  Aat  v- 

"  When,  on  the  contrary,  the  respira-  eording  to  Laennec,  myophony  caMrt 
tion  is  inaudible  over  a  certain  extent,  be  folly  relied  upon  aa  a  sign/nnkmii 
it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  correspond-  consists  in  a  blemtin|f,  shrill,  wad  ahnv 
ing  part  of  the  lung  has,  from  some  resonance,  at  the  snrfiMe  of  the  be- 
cause, become  impervious.  This  sign  (regophouie  n'est  vraie  et 
is  as  well  marked,  and  as  easily  per-  signe  que  qnand  elle  consi 
ceived  {autsi  caracteriU  et  aausi  fmeile  retomnmnee  ekeoroimmto  le^ire  et 


d  saisir)  as  the  existence  or  absence  of  tine  d  /e  eurfmce  dm  peimmmm^  earn  bi 

sound  distinguished  by  percussion,  ac-  will  not  lightly  pronounce  na  to  its  |i^ 

cording  to  Aveubmggers  method,  and  sence. 

it  indicates  precisely  the  same  thing."  Such  an  aegophony  ia,  I  appivhrnd,  d 

The  manner  in  which  percussion  is  rare  occurrence;  and  perhaps  Lacnafc 

spoken  of  in  tliis  last  sentence  will  no  has  rather  limited  thnn  too  mneh  ci- 

doubt  restore  l\ie  «p\n\a  ol  >3boMi(Vo  Vended  the  powers  of 
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Mb  instance.  There  are  superficial  ordinarjr  situation  of  tubercular  ca- 
**  fr^missemens,"  scarcely  accompanied  verus,  auscultation  may  be  a  source  of 
by  the  other  characters  mentioned,  error.  When,  however,  they  arc  con- 
wbich  appear  to  be  sufficient  proofs  of  fined  to  the  lower  and  middle  portions  of 
the  existence  of  liquid  in  the  pleura.  the  lung^,  without  caverns  or  dilatations 
_^  _,  .  ,.,,«•  in  the  upper,  auscultation  may  throw- 
lie  rAuscultatiou  de  la  Toux.  much  light  upon  the  nature  of  the  dis- 

To  distinguish  the  resonance  of  the  ease. 

cough  in  a  large  bronchus  from  its  re-  o-            >     .          >«■*«. 

■OBance  in  a  cavern,  is,  in  many  cases,  '^*^"^'  phynquet  de  la  Pleurhie  aigue. 

a  most  difficult  task,  and  the  attempt  ^^  is  scarcely  necessary  to  prove  that 

too  oAen  serves  to  lead  into  doubt  or  one  oi  the  most  valuable  signs  of  the 

•fior.  presence  of  liquid  in  the  pleura  is  a  va- 

Wben  a  timid   patient  coughs  only  n&tion  in  the  sound  from  pereussion, 

§nm  the  throat,  without  producing  any  accompanying    a    change    of  posture 

icaonauce  in  the  bronchi,  the  remedy  ^    the    patient,  and   which   variation 

proposed  is  to  invite  him  to  take  a  deep  ^.  ^^^^  explained  by  the  situations  occu- 

uumiration,  and  then  to  cough.  P^ed   by  the  lung,  and  the  liquid   in 

On  a  former  occasion  we  were  taught  Jhose  different  postures.    That  a  satis- 

to  make  a  patient  cough,  in  order  to  jactor^  result  cannot  always  be  obuined 

produce  an  inspiration ;   and  now  we  y  this  means,  either  from  the  patient's 

Mst  make  him  take  a  deep  inspiration,  ^^f  ^^i^^ty,  his  unwillinflrness  to  faciliute 

in  order  to  reach  the  cough.    It  nappens  the  inquiry,  or  from  other  cireumstances, 

nUber  unfortunately  that  these  difficul-  ^  ''^^y.  true,  but  notwithstanding  these 

ties  generally  occur  in  the  same  indi-  exceptions,  this  sign  is  deserving  of  the 

vidaals.  utmost    attention.      Corvisart,    in    his 

w^    iyA        f.j«.,          ,.,  commentaries  on  the  work  of  Avenbnig. 

Dt  PAuicultaiwndu  RAle  en  gMral.  ({er,  has  spoken  with  decided  approba- 

Speaking  of  a  sort  of  *<  leger  fremisse-  ^}^^  ^.[  ^^^  means  of  diagnosis,  and  has 

■lent,"  which  each  species  of  rale  im-  descnbed  his  own  mode  of  employing 

parts  to  the  cylinder,  whenever  the  point  *^     Laennec,  who  has  quoted  Corvisart 

where  the  Me  Ukes  place  is  situated  oo^^^ral  other  occasions,  contents  him* 

onder  (hat  to  which  the  cylinder  is  ap^  ^"  '^^^  ^ith  saying,  that  he  had  seen 

plied,  he  says,  among  other  things,  that  "  quelques  medecins"   try  to  obtain  a 

when  the  r&le  exisU  C"  a  son  siege")  distinguishing  sign   between    pleuritis 

ID   a  part  distant  from  the  point  where  *°^.    peripneumonia,    bj    placing    the 

the  cylinder  is  applied,  although  it  may  P*'Vf "J  '"  different  positions,  and  that 

be  heard  distinctly,  and  even  strongly,  "^.  |^*"  made  the  experiment  himself, 

the  "  fremissement"  in  question  cannot  ^*"****^  obtaininjj  any  satisfactory  re- 

bc  perceived ;  and  that  when  it  cannot  ■*"t.     This,  I   will   venture  to  affirm, 

be  perceived  on  any  point  of  the  surface  J''*;  "®t  the  fault  of  the  method,  which 

of  the  chest,  the  "  rale"  is  situated  in  »  "equendy  applicable  even  in  eases 

tbo  most  central  parts  of  the  lung.  ''^j^'^k^  quanut^  of  fluid  is  very  con- 

••  This  sign  may,  in  the  reading,  ap-  wderable.    Adhesions  may  destroy  its 

pear  to  be  arefinement  (subtil  a  la  lee-  V^H®>    ^^  ^^  contrary,  according    to 


stethoscope,  the  distance  of  the  point  means,  are  not  forgotten, 

where  the  rale  is  produced  (le  aegre  **  Here  I  shall  merely  remark,  that 

d'Moigneipent    du  point  on  le  rile  a  <luring  my  attendance  on  the  instructions 

IIm)."  of  Corvisart  (pendant  que  je  suivais  les 

To  criticize  an  assertion  which  no  one  lemons  de  Corvisart),  I  witnessed  the 

will  probably  be  so  unwise  as  to  defend,  opening  of  many  subjects  affected  with 

might  seem  an  useless  task.  pneumothorax,  in  none  of  whom  had  die 

disease  been  suspected." 

De  la  Dilatation  des  Bronches.  "  The  talent  for  observation  of  this 

Wbon    the   dilatations   occupy  the  celebrated  professor,  and  his  skill  in 
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profiting  by  percussion  (k  tirer  parti  de  DISCOVERY  of  CILIARY  JfOTIONS 

la  percussion),  will  not  be  denied  by  any  j^  ^HE  CAVITIES  of  the  BRAW. 
one  ;  and  consequently  the  best  proof  of 

the  insufficiency  of  that  method  for  re-  ^^  PumKiiwE. 

vealing  the  existence  of  pneumothorax,  

is  the  circumstance  of  its  not  having'  I  have  succeeded  at  last  in  diaeoveriof 

been  recognized  in  those  cases.*'  the  Cilie  and  their  motions  in  the  ven- 
tricles of  the  brain  in  the  iMmiwKa 

Exploration  des  organes  de  la  Circula-  Last  summer,     while     examining  tk 

'*<'"•  ChordoB^  Bemnanni,  I  perceived,  on 
"  The  application  of  the  hand,  the  fine  sections  of  the  epitbeltam,  a  strac- 
sole  means  of  exploration  before  Aven-  ture  resembling  the  ciliary  memhraiMS, 
brug'ger,  seldom  gives  any  result,  and  and  suspected  that  this  epitheliom  pos- 
frequeutlv  leads  into  error  as  to  the  real  sessed  a  similar  function.  I  thereapoa 
force  of  the  heart's  impulse."  made  numerous  inveatif|;«tiona  with  this 
I  apprehend  that  the  force  of  the  object  in  view,  but  without  any  reialt 
heart's  impulse  can  be  as  well  judged  until  the  23d  of  May,  when  I  sacceeded 
of  in  general  b^  the  hand  as  by  the  in  discovering  the  cilianr  motions  in  a 
stethoscope,  whilst  the  former  g^ves  a  state  of  the  most  beautinil  activity,  oa 
sensation  of  the  volume  of  the  heart  as  a  thcdpdge  of  the  Tenia  Hippocampi,  in 
whole,  and  of  the  lefl  ventricle  in  ))arti-  the  tolerably  mature  fcetus  of  a  sheep 
cular,  much  more  accurate,  perhaps,  thirty  hours  after  slaughter.  They  noir 
than  the  latter.  appeared  quite  distinct  over  all  the  wind- 
That  gradual  heaving,  so  cliaracteris-  ings  of  the  ventricles,  and  they  could  be 
tic  in  many  instances  of  a  large  and  plainly  distinguished,  even  where  they 
powerful  lefl  ventricle,  can  be  felt  at  did  not  appear  in  motion.  I  followcil 
a  given  time  over  a  greater  space  by  the  the  motions,  without  difficulty,  through 
hand  than  by  the  stethoscope*.  the  third  ventricle  to  the  infundibulum, 
The  different  **  bruissemens,"  whether  to  the  olfactory  tubercles,  and  finally 
in  the  heart  or  arteries,  have  been  the  through  the  aqueduct  of  Silvius  into  the 
source  of  much  ingenious  speculation,  fourth  ventricle.  Here  the  motion 
With  regard  to  the  disturbance  of  the  ceased,  but  the  cilise  were  still  distinctly 
currents  of  blood  by  diseased  valves,  observable,  although  somewhat  shorter 
disproportioned  outlets,  projections  into  than  in  the  foregoing  situations, 
the  arteries,  &c.,  as  a  cause  of  these  The  cilie  are  proportionably  long, 
*'  bruissemens,"  one  consideration  rather  pointed  (not  ragged,  as  in  the  bronchial 
embarrasses  me.  On  looking  up  the  tubes),  and  exhibit  a  whip-like  vibrs- 
aorta,  there  may  be  seen  at  a  moderate  tion ;  we  perceive  also  a  layer  of  gra- 
distauce  iVom  the  heart,  three  openings  nules  to  which  they  are  attached,  and 
(to  the  artcria  inuominata,  left  carotid  which  arc  very  easily  rubbed  off  with- 
aud  subclavian  arteries),  with  edges  out  destroying  the  continuity  of  the 
apparently  calculated  to  produce  whirls  epithelium.  The  other  day  I  examined 
and  eddies  every  time  the  blood  is  sent  the  brain  of  a  sheep,  in  which  they 
from  the  left  ventricle  with  any  degree  could  also  be  perceived  with  g>'eat  faci- 
uf  force,  and  vet  '*  bruissemens  "  are  lity.  Tbej^  have  been  seen  likewise  by 
only  occasional  there,  as  well  as  at  Dr.  Valentin,  in  the  tolerably  matured 
otlier  divisions  of  the  arteries.  This  foetus  of  a  sow  ;  in  another  foetus  of  the 
objection  may,  however,  have  been  same  description,  at  a  much  earlier  pe- 
already  made  and  refuted,  without  my  riod,  they  could  not  be  distineuished : 
being  at  present  aware  of  it.  probably  the  parts  are  too  delicate  for 

Edwin  Harrison.  our  clumsy  instruments.     On  the  whole, 

Orore.Ter«ce,  limod  Grove,  ^  ***^«.  Perceived  from  these  few    ex- 
March  7, 1887.  aminations,  that  the  ciliee  found  in  the 

ventricles  of  the  brain  possess  a  finer 


•  For  R  pnurUcal  coDTictlon  of  the  v.laable  ^^S^^    ®.f    SfUsibilitV,    and     are    moch 

luformation  to  be  derived  from  applying  the  haud  more  easily  destroyed,  than  those  of  any 

to  th«  cardiac  region,  and  b1«o  from  attending  to  other  orcran.     I  have  not  been  able  to 

th«  mode  of  reaplraUon  in  phthUU,  I  am  IndebU  !i:.^«„«^^l    '    ;„  ♦u*  k-T*       r 

•d  to  Dr.  Chambera.  discover  them  m  the  brain  of  a  sparrow, 

^_^^  or  of  a  carp,  which  I  examined ;  but 

cannoty  on  ihis  acooant,  draw  any  con- 
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clasions  as  to  their  non-existence.    I  the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egfgf,  formed  by 

could  not  detect  any  traces  of  them  in  a  the  protrusion  of  a  considerable  part  of 

deceased  human  ^rain  which  was  sent  right  posterior  cerebral  lobe.^    In   its 

me :    probably    thej  -  are    yery    tran-  centre  a  clot  of  blood  of  considerable 

sient,  (as  appears  to  be  ascertained  from  size  was  found.    At  the  summit  of  mid- 

the  female  ovaiy,  and  the  mucous  mem-  die  lobes  of  cerebrum  there  were  two 

brane  of  the  nose),  but  as  easily  repro-  other  smaller  protuberances,  of  a  flat- 

docible.    I  could  not  find  any  ciliie  in  tened  form.     The  one  on  right  side  was 

the  membrane  of  the  choroid!  plexus;  larger  of  the  two,  Und  attached  to  its 

but  I  have  made  long  since  a  very  in-  base  there  was  a  portion  of  membrane 

teresting  observation  on  this  membrane,  in  ever^  respect  resembling  the  foetal 

The  whole  plexus  is  covered  by  a  pecu-  envelopes,  forming  a  sort  of  open,  elon- 

liar  matter,  like  the  granular  substance  gtited  pouch.     This  membranous  pouch 

of  the  ganglions,  and  composed  of  the  in  structure  bore  no  resemblance  to  the 

most  regular  granules,  each  of  which  membrane  investing  brain,  nor  did   it 

contains  a  small  corpuscle  in  its  centre,  present  the  characters  of  common  false 

This  membrane  appeared  to  me  at  the  membrane,  but  seemed  really  part^  of  the 

time  as  belonging  to  the  nervous  tis-  fcetal  membranes,  with  whicn  we  pre- 

•oes,  although  at  present  I  see  many  sume  the  brain  had,  at  this  part,  during 

leasons  to  look  upon  it  as  epidermal  *,  an  early  period  of  intra-uterine  life,  be- 
come united. 

—                                                        — "  Two  or  three  additional  small  ence- 

^  phalic  swellings  were  observed  above 

CASE  OP  ^ml  behind  ears,  and  one  about  the  size 

HYPERENCEPHAL0U8  MONSTRO-  of  a  nut,  at  lower  part  of  middle  of  fore- 

SITY  *  head. 

'  The  substance  of  brain  was  very  soft 

COMJOIKBD  WITH  OTHER  MONSTROUS  and  congcstcd.  Containing  a  few  small 

FOBMATiOMs.  bloody  extravasations,  in   addition    to 

the  one  above-mentioned.    Its  convolu- 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  S'T  T''"'  T  ''^'^  "^"''"f  c  ^*  7" 

^u..t/^r  wj  ./.c,  xuc:.«tvi*»  v««i;»»^.  ^^^jj^  Urgcr  tfaau  IS  commonly  found  m 

Sir,                *  a  welKformed  fcetus  of  the  same  age. 

The  following  abnormal  conformations  It  appeared  low  and  narrow  anteriorly, 

were  met  with  lately  in  a  dead-boni  The  base  and  central  parte  were  well 

fcetus  of  the  7th  month,  the  product  of  developed,  and  the  nerves  sent  off  from 

a  first  pregnancy  in  a  young  married  }^  ^^^1  formed  and  regular. 

female.  *    Cerebellum,  as  to  size,  natural,  but 

•   The  cranial  bones  were  deficient  above  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of  coagulated 

plane  of  occipital  protuberance,  so  that  blood.     Bones  forming  base  of  cranium 

a  great  part  of  occipital  bone,  the  whole  perfect,  as  also  spinal  column, 

nearly  of  both  parieUls,  and  almost  the  The  face,  which  was  of  a  brownish 

^hole  of  frontal  bone,  were  wanting,  red  colour,  presented  a  very  unnatural 

Beyond  the  margins  of  these  bones  a  appearance.    The  eyes  were  wide  apar^ 

large  nodulated  cerebral  mass  protruded,  and  prominent.     In  place  of  the  usual 

covered  with  a  smooth,  fibrous-like  mem-  conformation  of  nose,  there  were  two 

brane,  of  a  dark  red  colour,  continuous  8™«H  roundish  apertures,  corresponding 

with  the  scalp.     The  inside  of  this  firm  to  nostrils,  sufficiently  lar^e  to  admit 


long  it  in  different  directions.  Through  ^  bese  aperti 

the  interstices  of  these  bands  the  brain  apart>  and  from  each  of  them  a  fissure, 

formed    several    encephalic    swellings,  or  groove,  between  three  and  four  lines 

giving  it,  as  above  stated,  a  nodulated  »«  width,  passed  obliquely  upwards  and 

appearance.     One  of  these  encephalo-  outwards,  running  close  to  inner  cantbi 

cetes,  situated  where  the  posterior  fonta-  of  eyes,  and  terminating  about  half  an 

nelle  ought  to  have  been,  was  nearly  inch  above  superciliary  ridges.    These 

•  ...^^  grooves  were  lined  with  mucous  mem- 

•  *  DnbUn  Jonniml*  March  1887.  brane,  continuous  with  that  lining  inter- 

^.— xix«  3  M 
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nal  nares.    Superiorljf  they  became  g^ra-  on  tbia  side  were  scmrcelj  perceptible 

dually  more  superficial,  till  lost  in  the  filaments. 

adjacent  skin.    A  narrow  bridle  of  skin  The   arieria    imnaminmtu,   at  nsoal, 

was  stretched  obliquely  across  the  upper  dirided  into  two  brancbea.     The  carotid 

part  of  the  one  on  right  side.  coursed  up  the  neck  as  usual,  but  dbe 

The  right  side  of  upper  lip  was  clefl  other  branch,  correspond in^if  to  tbe  sab- 

in  same  line  as  corresponding  groove  darian,    afler  giving  off  the    inferior 

in   cheek,  and  the  traces  of  consolida-  thyroideal,  passed  upwards    and   out- 

tioii  of  a  similar  division  on  left  side  wards  under  internal  jugular  rein,  and 

were  visible ;  the  line  of  junction  being  entered  the  transverse  procesMS  of  tbe 

slightly  depressed  and  irregular.  vertebrae,  at  points  where  the  vertebnl 

The   ossa  nasi  and  nasal  cartilages  usually  enters.  No  branches  correspoad- 

were  defective.    The  other  bones  of  the  ing  to  the  transversalis  colli,  internal 

face  were  well  developed,  and  the  con-  mammary,    or  supra-scapular  arteries, 

stituent    parts    of    superior  maxillary  were  given  off  from  the  above  artery, 

bones  firmly  united.    There  was  a  fis«  before  entering  the  rertebrse  to  ascend 

sure  in  fore-part  of  hard  palate,  not  ex-  to  the  enccphaJon.    At  its  origin  it  was 

tending  through   the  bone.    Its  edges  nearly  as  larg^  as  the  carotid, 

were  thick  aniTslightly  everted.  ^  We  may  state  that  the  placenta  pre- 

The  abdominal  parietes,  from  inferior  sented  no  pathological  lesions,  and  the 

extremity  of  sternum  to  the  insertion  of  labour  was  natural, 

umbilical  cord,  were  patent,  and  even-  Although  several  irregtilarities  of  or- 

tration  of  liver,  stomach,  with  the  spleen  ganic  formation  are  not  unfrequeotly 

and  intestines,  existed.    The  liver  was  conjoined  in  the  same  subiect,  it  is  not 

large,  and  somewhat  different  in  shape  often,  we  believe,  that  snco  a  oombina- 

from   what  it  usually  is.     It  extended  tion   as  the  above  is  met  with.    The 

from  upper  part  of  nght  side  of  chest,  monstrosities  which  the  face  exhibited 

obliquely  downwards,  to  the  left  of  um-  are    of  rare    occurrence.       Klein  and 

bilical  cord,  with  a  de^p  notch  in  its  in-  Nicati  were  tbe  first  who  particularly 

ferior  extremity,  into  which   umbilical  noticed   them  ;    they   have  since  been 

vein  entered.     It  was  slightly  attached  described  by  M.  Larocbe  under  the  tide 

to  diaphragm  at  its  posterior  surface,  of  congenital   fissures  of  the    cheeks. 

The  other  abdominal  viscera  presented  According  to  M.  Isid.  St.  Hilaure,  they 

nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice.  arise  '*  du  defaut  de  sondure  ou  de  la 

The  ribs  nn  right  side,  in  place  of  soudure  tres-tardive  de  deux  des  cinq 
arching  forwards  to  be  articulated  with  pieces  principales,  qui,  d'apris  MM. 
stenium,  were  bent  downwards,  form-  Serres  et  Beclard,  composent  la  ma- 
ing  a  very  acute  angle  with  the  ver-  choiresuperieurechczrembryon,comme 
tebra;,  reaching  to  the  spine  of  ilium,  le  bec-de-Iievre  depend  du  defaut  de 
The  upper  ones  were  slightly  twisted  soudure  ou  de  la  soudure  tres  tardive 
upon  themselves.  From  the  unusual  de  Tinter-maxillaire  et  dumaxillaire*.** 
dii-ection  of  ribs  the  pericardium  imme-  Like  hare-lip,  these  fissures  or  grooves 
diately  came  into  view,  on  the  integu-  may  be  simple  or  double,  and  vary  in 
meiits  being  raised  from  front  of  chest,  extent  They  are  seldom  observed  ex- 
Heart  normal.  Two-thirds  of  right  side  tending  so  high  as  in  our  case, 
of  sternum  defective.  Much  light  has  of  late  been  thrown 

Right  superior  extremity  was  want-  on  the  laws  which  regulate  the  produc- 
ing. On  dissection,  we  found  tbe  cla-  tion  of  monsters.  Meckel,  St  Hilaire, 
vide  in  a  rudimentary  state,  balanced  Scrres,  and  others,  have  shown  that 
between  the  stemo-mastoid  and  subcla-  arrested,  retarded,  and  excessive  de- 
viiis  muscles.  There  was  no  scapula;  velopment  of  the  various  organs,  are 
but  a  little  below  distal  extremity  of  sufficient  to  account  for  a  large  propor- 
clavicle,  lying*  on  lateral  aspect  of  two  tion  of  these  irregular  beings ;  hut  as  it 
of  the  upper  ribs,  a  small  cartilaginous  would  be  out  of  place  to  enlarge  on  this 
body,  of  irregular  form,  was  found,  to  subject,  we  may  be  allowed  to  state, 
which  the  trapezius,  rhoniboidcus,  and  that  the  hypertrophy  of  the  brain  pro- 
serratiis   uiagnus,  were  attaclied.    The  bably    originated    from    the  increased 

latissimus  dorsi  and  pectorales  muscles 

were  wanting.      The    cervical  nerves  *  Trait6  dc  T«raiologU,  u  i.  p.  W2. 
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been  stated,  took  the  usual  course  of  the  Saturday,  March  11,  1837. 

vertebral,  and  that,  hy  the  teratological  

law  of  antaficonism,  or  *' balancement," 

the  cranium  was  correspondingly  atro-  ^'t.^'jfL?""!**"";  ""*.  *"•"*  '"!!*^'  dign\uvnm 

I  .  J       oj.     Ti*i   •  r        •  ^        «u   A  Artu  Mediem  tuerl;   potettu  modo  Yeniendl  In 

phied.      St    Hllaire  18   of  opinion   that  p„bUcam.U.dIcendlperlcaIumnonreci»o.»' 

adhesions  between  the  ovum   and   its  Cickko. 

envelopes  are  occasionally  the  cause  of  — ^ 

congenital  deformadons ;   and  those  of         PARLIAMENTARY  INQUIRY 

the  head  m  our  case  might  partly  be  de- 

pendent    on    this    cause.      Nicati  has  intotbb 

described  a  monster,  which,  like  ours,  WORKING    OF    THE    POOR-LAW. 

was  affected  with  fissure  of  the  cheeks 

and  harelip,  and  in  which  the  umbilical  Several    letters    have    been   sent  us, 

cord,  afler  its  exit  from  the  abdomen,  during  the  last  week,  on  the  subject 

was  rolled   round  the  head,  and  con.  of    the    medical    arrangements    under' 

nected  with  a  prolongation  on   top  of  ^^  nresent  Poor-Law  •    we  Dublish 
bead,  which  he  supposed  to  be  a  branch  P.  "         *, .  ,  i .  . 

of  the  umbilical  cord,  but  which  was  selection  from  them   which    we   tbin^ 

probably  merely  something  analogous  will  be  found  interesting,  and  t^  which, 

to  what  was  met  with  in  our  case.     On  ^e  have  no  doubt,  a  high  degree  of  ira- 
Nicati's  case  St.  Hilaire  makes  the  fol-      ^^^^  ^^^jj  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

lowing  remarks: — "On  pent  supposer  \  j»    i        t         •       , 

avec  beaucoup   de  fondement,  comme  "berty  to  disclose  the  wnters  names. 
Fa  fait  mon  pere,  que    la    pretendue         The  "  Retired  Practitioner "  maybe 

branche  cranienne  du  cordon  ombilicai  excused  on  the  score  of  his  position  for 

^tait    un  simple  cordon  tegumentaire  ^^^  ^^       ^^^^  ^f  ^^,  ^^^.       ^„^^j_ 
etabli  entre  le  placenta  et  la  region  de  j  , .     '  r  t.«    .     • 

la  tete  qui  presentait  le  vice  de  con-  P*^  «>«»  «"  ^^^  of  his  topics :  it  is 

formation ;   en  d*autres  termes,  une  de  satisfactory,  however,  to  find  him   rc- 

cea  brides  d'adherence  que  V  ou  voit  si  commending  the  very  same  kind  of  ex- 

aouveiit    etendues     entre     \es    parties  pedicnts  that  we  have  proposed-parti- 

frapp^es  d  anomalies  et  le  placenta  ou  "^  ,    ,        . «       r  !^    :•  .  . 

le«  membranes  de  Toeuf,  et  qui,  par  le  ^^"^■'•ly  "^'^^  reference  to  the  propriety 

tirafipe  qn^elles  ont  pn  exercer  sur  ces  of  the  corporate  bodies  interfering  in 

Sarties,  auraient    mis  obstacle  k  leur  behalf  of  their  licentiates  and  alumni, 

eveloppement  regulier  *."  jhe  members  of  the  corporations  have 

The  absence  of  the  upper  extremity  is  .  _^     •.       r  i         i         • 

satisfactorily  accountcaVGr  by  the  ^de^  ^^^  »»"*^  opportunity  of  knowing,  m 

viation  of  the  subclavian  artery,  and  so  their  corporate  as  in  their  individual 

far  supports  M.  Serres'  opinion,  that  all  capacity,  the  grievances  by  which  the 
onpnic  deviations  Pesult  from  irregu-  ^  ^^^g  ^f  the  profession  in  the  pro- 

lanty  or  deficiency  of  the  vascular  sys-  ^.  ,     _, .,    ..    . 

to,«      -«  «ir.;«:. ./ «„««^-#«,i  K«  »«•««.  vmccs  are  oppressed— while  their  meant 
tem,— an  opinion  supported  by  many  r  t  •  i  l 

Mrong   arguments,  but  not  altogether  of  being  useful  are  certainly  not  the 

free  from  oojections.  more    circumscribed  by  belonging   to 

The  fcstus  above  described  is  now  in  ^^^  institutions  which  originate  the 

the    possession  of   my  friend   Mr.  J.  different  orders  of  practitionem.    "Chi- 
Douglas.— I  remain,  sir,  „  .  j    j       u     •  t   *i     • 

Your  obedient  servant,  rurgus,"  radeed,  who  is  manifesUy  m 

Walter  Dick.  the  councils  of  "his  order,"  infbnus  ua' 

GUsgov,  F«b.  27, 1887.  that  the  College  of  Surgeons  has  inter- 
fered, but  ineffectually.    Does  it  follow, 

•  Loe.  eit,  p.  698.  however,  from  this,  that  they  set  the 

right  way  to  wortc  P     Were  the  steps  of 

"^^  Aeir  procedure  prudent  and   well  ad- 
vised?   Have  they  yet  presented  any 
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petition  to  parliameiit,    prajingc   for  a  parliamentary  cognizance;  and  whort 
redress  of  those  abuses  and  grievances  to  all,  where  plans  for  adjustiDg  the  com- 
which  their  licentiates  are  so  notorious!/  plicated  difficulties  of  the  questioo  bate 
exposed  ?     Society  ring^  with  the  com-  been  devised,  thej  should  be  laid  b^ 
plaints  made  of  the  mode  in  which  the  fore  the  legislature  without  tbe  loaa  of 
Poor- Law    functionaries  have    misma-  a  moment.      It  is    well   known    tbat 
naged  the  medical  part  of  the  system :  what  is  everybody's    business    is    no- 
their  "  tendering  '*    and  intimidations,  body's  business,  and  tbat  unless  some 
their    threats,  insults,  and    degrading  two  or  three  persons  consolt  together, 
treatment  of  medical  practitioners,  are  to  perform  tbat  which  it  is  tbe  tntcicst 
every  where  talked  of.   Now  it  appears  of  the  community  to  see  aooonplisbed, 
to    us    that   the    corporate    bodies,    if  the  work  will  always  remain  nndone. 
they  have  any  doubt  as  to  the  facts,        Luckily  this  disposition  to  sbift  off 
ought    to    inquire    into    them,  —  the  one's  own  shoulders  tbe  bosineis  of  i 
occasion    justifies  almost  any    depar-  ditating  and    acting  for  tbe 
ture    from    old    rules:     and     should  good    does    not     universally     pievaH 
they  in  the  course  of  their  researches  amongst  us.    We  were  last  week  ena- 
obtain,  as  we  have  no  doubt  they  would,  bled  to  point  oat  some  exemplaiy  la- 
the amplest  confirmation  of  the  hank  stances  of  the  contrary, 
ships  and  indignities  suffered  by  men        In  our  last  number  we  paUisbcd  tbe 
undeserving  of  such  treatment — men  observations  of  tbe  Messrs.  Ramsey  and 
who  hold  their  diploma,  and  who  are  Mr.  Ceeley, regarding  an  improved  pltfi 
in  great  measure  reduced  to  such  cxtre-  of  medical  relief  for  sick  paopeim.    Tbese 
mities  by  being  thus  connected  with  an  gentlemen,    with     most    commendable 
overstocked  profession—we  repeat,  that  zeal,  have  deeply  reflected  on  tbe  difi- 
those  bodies  are  bound  to    intercede,  cul  ties  embarrassing  tbe  present  syUm, 
with  all  discretion  certainly,  but  with-  and  have  arrived  at  some  erpedicnts 
out  bating  a  jot  of  firmness  or  determi-  which  seem  well  adapted  Co  remove  ia- 
nation  to  have  justice.  pediments.    Their  demonstrataoo  of  tbe 
Important,  however,  as  it  is,  that  the  necessity  of  a  Medical  Board,  on  the 
medical  corporations  should  take  a  lead-  plan    of  those    directing   tbe  mcdieal 
ing  part  in  asserting  the  rights  of  the  concerns  of  the  army  and  navy,  is  csa- 
profession,  it  must  mainly  depend  on  elusive ;   and   their   strictores  towards 
the     general     body     of    practitioners  the  abolition  of  the '*  tender"  and  lowest 
throughout  the  kingdom  to  crown  the  possible  remuneration  system,  have  mncb 
object  with  success.    As  our  correspon-  force.     But  our  readers,  we  trast,  bave 
dent,    who  subscribes  himself  "  Per-  perused  the  document  for  tbemselrcs; 
sonally  unaffected,"  recommends,  peti-  our  reason  for  at  present  notidng  it  is 
tions  should  be  g^t  up  in  every  town  to  draw  attention  to  an  Appendix  save 
and  village  where    there  are  medical  published  by  the  same  antbora.    Dor- 
men  :  the  appeal  for  justice  should  be  ing  the  week,  the  Observation^  together 
made  to  both  Lords  and  Commons :  no  with  the  Appendix  to  which  we  allode, 
apathy  should  be  displayed  in  an  hour  have  been  presented  to  tbe  paUie  in  s 
so  critical.    Facts  and  evidence  should  pamphlet  shape ;  we  may  tberefbte< 
be  forthcoming ;  the  views  of  individual  plete  our  edition  by  at  least  i 
practitioners,  who  have  bestowed  time  count  of  the  additions,  regrettiiig  that 
and  attention  on  the  consideration  of  our  space  will  not  allow  us  to  give 
the  subject,    should    be  submitted   to  more  at  length. 
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The  first  paper  in  the  Appendix  is 
from"  the  pen  of  Mr.  Robert  Ceeley,  of 
Ajrlesburj,  in  which  the  author  pro- 
poses, as  a  sort  of  fundamental  princi- 
ple, that  medicines  and  medical  attend- 
ance for  paupers  should  not  be  supplied 
from  the  same  source.  _ 

'*  Medicines,  leeches,  and  other  ap- 
pliances, should  be  purchased  at  the 
joint  expense  of  all  the  parishes  of  a 
Union,  be  deposited  in  an  appropriate 
place,  in  a  Dispensary,  in  a  convenient 
part  thereof,  and  be  put  under  the  care 
of  a  proper  person  (a  Dispenser),  who 
should  dispense  the  same  accoraing'  to 
the  directions  onlj  of  the  several  medi- 
cal officers  of  the  Union. 

"  Each  distant  parish  should  have  a 
sufficient  suppljr  of  medicines,  prepara- 
tions, (^c.  tor  ordinary  use,  deposited 
in  an  appropriate  place,  fur  the  wants  of 
the  paupers  of  that  parish,  and  under 
the  care  and  direction  of  the  parish 
medical  officer. 

*\  In  all  urg'ent  cases,  sick  paupers 
would  thus  be  spared  the  trouble,  time, 
and  delay  of  sendiiij^  to  a  distance  for 
medicine ;  other  cases  not  so  urgent 
might,  if  necessary,  be  dispensed  for 
at  convenience,  at  the  central  Dispen- 
sary. Thus  the  delay  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  important  remedies  would  be 
prevented,  and  all  temptation  to  witb- 
linld  suitable  medicines,  or  the  suspicion 
thereof^  would  be  completely  removed." 

With  regard  to  the  fitting  remunera- 
tion for  medical  attendance — a  most  dif- 
ficult  and  complicated  problem — Mr. 
Ceeley  lays  down  a  scale  which  seems 
moderate  and  fair. 


Nnmber 

At 

of  Population. 

per  Head. 

ToUl. 

s.     d. 

£    «.     d. 

150 

1      0 

7  10     0 

300 

0   11 

13  15     0 

500 

0   10 

20  16     8 

1,000 

0     9 

37  10    0 

2,000 

0     8 

66  13     4 

3,500 

0     7 

102     1     8 

5,000 

0     6 

125    0    0 

ception  as  before  mentioned.  Thus, 
while  no  adequate  inducement  to  need- 
less attendance  is  offered,  the  important 
item  of  distance  is  fairly  and  easily 
provided  for." 

In  workhouses,  he  proposes  that  the 
payment  should  be  per  head  per  annum, 
graduated  according  to  numbers  :  jour- 
neys also  being  chargeable  wberfc  the 
medical  officer  resides  at  a  distance,  and 
is  suddenly  called  on.  Midwifery  cases, 
dislocations,  fractures,  and  capital  opera- 
tions, to  be  liberally  paid  for  extra. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Rumsey,  in  the  second 
document  of  the  Appendix,  states  his 
views  on  the  same  subjects — provision 
of  medicine,  and  remuneration  for  medi- 
cal attendance.  Like  his  colleague,  be 
thinks  that  medicine  and  attendance 
should  proceed  from  different  sources, 
but  very  properly  suggests  the  difficulty 
of  establishing  depots  of  medicine  in 
other  places  than  tolerably  large  towns 
and  Union  workhouses. 

"  In  rural  tlistricts,  where  none  of  these 
methods  could  be  adopted, — for  instance, 
in  places  where  no  one  competent  to 
dispense  medicines  could  be  procured^ 
or  where  the  expense  of  a  separate  esta- 
blishment would  be  out  of  proportion  to 
the  benefit,  or  where  only  one  medical 
officer  might  reside,  —  the  alteration 
would  appear  hardly  practicable,  and 
the  medical  officer  might  himself  con- 
tinue to  provide  the  medicines." 

The  scale  for  remuneration  proposed 
by  Mr.  H.  W.  Rumsey  does  not  seem 
to  differ  much  from  that  of  Mr.  Ceeley. 
He  calculates  by  the  number  of  cases 
per  annum;  and  his  graduation  is  as 
follows : — 


*^  Distant  parishes  to  pay  in  addition 
the  customary  charge  for  journeys; 
one  journey  only  bein?  charged  to  any 
Tillage  on  the  same  day,  with  the  ex- 


Number  of 
*  Cdsec. 

At  per  Case. 

Sum  Total. 

«.     d. 

£.  s.      d. 

25 

6     0 

7   10     0 

50 

5     6 

13  15     0 

too 

5     0 

25     0     0 

200 

4     6 

45     0    0 

400 

4     0 

80    0     0 

800 

3     6 

140    0    0 

1,600 

3     0 

240    0     0 
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A  second  method  is  also  proposed,  by    pletely  at  if  it  bad  been  rafled  oflT.    Be- 

a  pajment,  per  head,  on  the  average    *>ind  this  barrier  the  company  (with  the 

a      r         t  —       *u         u      exception  of  the  fortunate  few)  collected 

number  of  re^/iir  paupers,or  those  who    j„  ^»J^„3e  „^.  ^^j  „  they  could  not 

are  in  the  receipt  of  relief  in  money  or  h^ar,  they  had  reoourse  to  ulkini^,  so 

in  kind.    Mr.  W.  H.Rumsey  saysag^in,  that  there  was  a  constant  and   ratlMr 

•*  The  scale  for  payments  according  to  ^oud  buz  of  conversation,  hj  which  the 

the  number  of  paupers  should  be  com-  voice  of  the  orator  wassomeumes  nearly 

piled  on  the  same  principles  as  the  fore-  drowned.    It  answers  much  better,  and 

troUis  scale  for  a  payment  per  case;  has  much  less. of  an  exclusiire  appear- 


relief,  the  term  **  pauper "  is  becomingr  one  very  easily  procarcd,   to  bare  a 

more  and  more  exclusively  confined  to  number   of  benches   (such  as  are  lei 

the  fl^erf,  the  iit/»ii»,andtherfwtfiMerf,-  out    for    routes)    arran^    roond  the 

— thus  of  course  the  rate  of  remunera-  *i^«*  of  the  apartment.     Neither  can 

tion  must  be  increased  proportionally."  we   compliment  the    party    who   ma. 

nages  the  purveyor's  department  on  bis 

Journeys,  midwifery,  and  capital  ope-  success.   Tnere  were  not  nearly  eooogh 

rations,  to  be  paid  for  much  in  the  same  of  attendants,  and  various  parts  of  the 

mangier  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Ceeley .  equipage  (particularly  the  very  nccesjanr 

mf  .        .,  ...     1  one,  of  teaspoons)  were  lamentably  defi- 

The  two  other  papers  m  the  Appen-  ^j^^^^     We  mention  these  appwenUy 

dix  chiefly  relate  to  the  formation  of  trifling  circumsUnces,  because,    taken 

the  governing  Boards.    A  Board  is  re-  collectivelv,  they  tended  to  produce  an 

commended  consisting  of  three  medical  unfavourable  'mpression. 

^  ^,        °       .  .   .  u     Ai-  The  learned  President,  on  whom  the 

men,    two  of  them  appointed  by  the  task  of  supporting  these  meetin«  teems 

government,  and  the  third  by  the  medi-  almost  exclusively  to  rest,  read  a  paper 

cal  f((culty.     But  whether  the  latter  ap-  *'  On  the  Efiects  of  Cold  on  the  Human 

pointment  should  be  vested  in  the  heads  Frame."      It  was  remarkable  for  the 

of  the  pn.fe»ion  or  in  the  whole  faculty.  ^ iP;!i^i^!r'S2Lirbii:e''K 

the  writer  does  not  venture  to  decide.  We  characterized.     We  subjoin  the  paper 

think  he  needlessly  raises  a  question  on  nearly  as  it  was  read,  with  the  exception 

this  point  which  might  lead  to  much  of  some  of  the  more  lengthened  classical 

unpleasantness  and  trouble.  quotations. 


On  the  Effects  of  Cold.    By  Sir  HENaT 
EVENING  MEETINGS  iKiLFORD,  Bart  &o.  &c. 


AT  THK 


The  learned  President  bcfran  by  allud- 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS.  j^g.  to  Dr.  Hawkesworth^s  account  of 

Captain  Cook's  voyage  round  the  world, 
The  first  evening  meeting  of  the  season  in  which  we  find  it  stated  that  Sir 
took  place  on  Saturday  the  4th.  It  Joseph  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  landed 
was  very  numerously  attended,  and  we  on  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  determined  to 
observed  among  the  company  Lord  make  an  expedition  into  the  country  in 
Melbourne, Lord  Godcrich,  Lord  SUnlcy,  pursuit  of  some  objects  of  natural  his- 
scveral  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  tory.  They  were  accompanied  by  a 
many  other  distinguished  persons.  But  draftsman,  and  nine  other  attendants; 
it  was  remarkable — and  we  heard  it  but  previously  to  commencing  their  walk, 
made  the  subject  of  remark— that  very  Dr.  Solander,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and 
few  either  of  the  Fellows  or  Licentiates  ^ell  acquainted  with  the  effect  of  ex- 
of  the  College  were  present  on  this  oc-  treme  cold  in  the  mountainous  country 
casion.  between  Norway  and  Sweden,  thought 
The  arranjfcments  were  in  several  re-  it  proper  to  warn  the  party  against 
spccts  exceedingly  bad.  The  President's  yielding  to  a  propensity  to  sleep,  which 
chair  was  placed  at  one  end  of  the  room,  the  extreme  cold  and  fatigue  would  me- 
of  which  a  portion  was  separated  from  the  yitably  occasion  in  them,  as,  if  Uiey  in- 
fest by  a  row  of  chairs  almost  as  com-  Uulged  it,  they  wouW  wake  no  mow. 
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This  incliDatton  to  sleep  the  Doctor  bim-  Frederic)cshal],    iu     Norway,    General 

self  was  the  first  to  feel,  and  finding^  it  Abrenfield,  who  lay  before  Drontbeim, 

irresistible,   implored  tbe  party  to  go  resolved  immediately  to  withdraw   bis 

OD,  aad  to  allow  bim  to  follow  in  balf  army  to  Sweden.     It  bad  been  redueed 

an  bour.     Tbis  could  not  be  permitted  by  casualties  and  h/  desertion  to  7300 

after  sucb  a  warning  as  be  nad  pro-  men,  and  bis  enemies,  tbe  Danes  and 

nounced,  and  tliey  dragged  bim  along,  Norwegians,  were  in  possession   of  all 

and  carried  bim  for  some  time.     Never-  tbe  principal  roads  wbicb  led  to  Sweden, 

theless  be  slept  for  five  minutes,  and  it  He  was  compelled,  therefore,  to  make 

was  /liscovered  that  tbe  muscles  of  bis  bis  retreat  over  a  desert,  eight  leagues 

feet  were  become  so  contracted,  that  his  in   length,    lying    between    Maragher 

shoes  dropped  from  them,  and  be  could  Fidelen  and  Handeslock.    Accordingly 

.wear  them  no  more.  on  the  lUb  of  January  be  began   to 

The  party  lost  their  way  in  a  snow  march  with  his  forces.    When  they  had 

storm,  and  were  detained  on  shore  two  hardly  made  two  leagues  of  their  way, 

days  and  nights,  with  a  very  meagre  the^  were  overtaken  by  a  storm  of  snow, 

inadequate  stock  of  provisions,  and  tbe  which    lasted    three    days    and    three 

unhappy  result  of  the  expedition  wa$,  nights,  without  intermission.     On  tbe 

that  a  black  servant,  and  two  others  of  13th  January,  a   lieutenant  and  fifly 

tbe  party,  were  left  behind  dead  in  the  men  were  observed  lying  dead  in  a 

snow.  .  heap  with  cold.     On  tbe  14tb,  whole 

You   may  remember,  perhaps,  con-  squadrons  of  tbe  Swedes  were  sunk  in 

tinned  Sir  Henry,  that  Xenophon,  in  the  snow;   some   were  trodden   under 

bis  modest  and  beautiful  narrative  of  foot  by  their  horses ;  others  had  pitched 

tlie  return  of  the  10,000   Greeks  after  upon  their  heads,  being  oppressed  by 

their    invasion    of    Persia    under    tbe  their  arms  and  accoutrements;   others 

younger  Cyrus,  whose  death  in  tbe  bat-  la^  in  whole  troops  upon   each  other, 

tie    of  Cunaxa  (near  the  site    of    the  still  holding  their  horses,  which  peribh- 

modem  Bagdat),  rendered  their  retreat  ed  likewise,  nothing  appearing  of  some 

necessary^  encountered  some  unusually  of  them   but  here  and   there    a   head 

severe  weather  in  Armenia,  which  proved  raised  above  the  snow.    General  Abren- 

fatal   Co  a  part  of  tbe   army.     It  had  field  himself  retired  over  the  mountain 

marched  three  successive  days  in  th^  ofFidalwith  5250  men,  of  whom  only 

snow,  and  on  the  last  a  strong   north  2000  lived  to  reach  Handel,  a  fortified 

wind  having  arisen,  which  blew  in  tbe  town,  and  that  in  so  miserable  a  condi- 

faces  of  the  men,  thirUr  soldiers  died  in  tiou  that  564  more  died  soon  after,  and 

one  night,  seared,  as  if  burnt,  and  stifi*-  the   remaining    1436  were  obliged  to 

ened  by  cold.  march  over  mountains  almost  iuaccessi- 

The  word  oMoitdivy,  wbicb  is  used  b^  hie  ;  so  that  only  870  Finlanders  arrived 

the  Greek  author,  is  notable,  and  Virgil  at  Donnaschantz,  in  Sweden.    In  short, 

expresses  tbe  same  idea  in  terms  so  alike  the  number  of  those  who  perished  in 

as  to  be  almost  a  literal  translation  of  tbis  march  amounted  to  5200,  out  of  an 

Xenbphon*8  account—  army  which  mustered  7300  when  they 

"  Bore«  penetrablle  friffo.  adurat.'*  ^^J^^  "P  ^"^I"  Drontbeim*. 

-_-    ,           -        ,                  ir   -.    r     1 1  •"**^  ">*  disastrous  effect  of  cold  on  a 

We  have  also  the  same  effect  of  cold  retreating  army  was  never  more  remark- 

descnbed  by  Livy,  m  spcakmj?  of  its  ^bly  exemplified  than  in  the  return  of 

influence  on  tbe  animals  passing  over  Bonaparte  from  Moscow.     You  remem- 

tbe  Alps  Ij^jp  l^g  insolent  triumph  with  which, 

**  TorricU  membra  geiu}**  after  having  captured   several  of  tbe 

And  Milton  has  it—  capitals  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  he 

marched  to  invade  the  Russian  empire, 

"  And  frost  performs  tlie  effect  of  fire.'»  ^  ^^  jj^^j  ^f  ^^  „„,^  ^^  ^^^^j^  ^iM  a 

But  there  are  some  other  military  ex-  million  of  soldiers.      He  did,  indeed, 

peditions  in  modem  times,  by  which  we  possess  himself  of  tbe  ancient  capital  of 

may  exemplify  the  effect  of  cold  on  tbe  that  empire  also<— «ec^  gualis  rediit  ? 

buman   frame,   operating  more    disas-  Tbe  determination  of  the  Russians  to 

troiisly,  and  more  extensively,  than  on  resist  the  aggressor  to  tbe  utmost,  anfd 

the  army  of  Grecians  commanded  by     .«.-_«..-«» 

Xenophon.      When  Charles  the  XII^,  •  -^^  ...  iii-.,«a-.i  n    i «     «     .u    ' * 

r  o_5  J                   I  *ii  J     *  *L        •             r  From  the  Hlttorleat   Regleter  lor  tbe  ycv 

of  Sweden,  waa  killed  at  the  siege  of  1719;  vol.iv.  p.a09— 210« 
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at  the  expense  of  anj  sacrifice^  even  the  with  arterial  blood.    Nor  is  the  Uood 

▼oluntary  burain^  of  their  ancient  be-  thrown  with  sufficient  force  to  the  extio- 

loved  city,  compelled  him  to  remeasure  mities.     It  accamulatea,  therefore,  ia 

his  steps  over  a  country  which  he  him-  the  large  vessels  proceedinn^  imoiedi- 

self  had  laid  waste,  at  a  period  of  the  atelj  from  the  main  spring,  and  there 

year  when  frost  and  snow  co-operating  is  no  ingress  for  the   blood   reComing 

with  the  strenuous  efforts  of  nis  ene-  from    the    brain.     The  large    siniiseB, 

mies,  so  harassed  and  discomfited  him,  therefore,  became  over-gorged,  and  apt^ 

that  out  of  that  immense  army  not  more  plexy  follows. 

than   10,000   Frenchmen,    and  25,000        Portal  spoke  decidedly,  manj^jcaK 

auxiliaries,  lived  to  return  to  their  na-  agfo,  of  apoplexy,  as  the  fatal  effect  of 

tive  country;  and  notwithstanding  re-  cold.     Dr.  Cooke  doubted  this, beeanse* 

J  seated  desperate  efforts,  made  in  vain  he  said,  it  had  not  been  demonstrated. 

or  a  while  afUrwards —  Since  he  wrote.  Dr.  Kelly  has  denon- 

<tn  ijk.v  ^  VI  v.v        1^  1  strated  it  by  the  post-mortem  examina- 

*' He  left  thename,  at  which  the  world  grew  pale.     .. r  *u  "^  u  j*  '^    r  .u  »-*•—■■--- 

To  point  amoral,  or  adorn  a  tale.**  ^on  of  toe  bodies  of  three  penoos  who 

were  found  dead  upon    the   aands  of 

No  doubt  if  the  great  moralist  had  Leitb,  after  a  night  of  extraordioaiy 

lived  in  these  days,  he  would  have  found  cold. 

a  better  parallel  for  Xerxes  in  Bona-  The  philosophy  of  death  by  breatliiog 
parte's  fate,  than  in  that  of  any  other  foul  or  mephitic  air,  is  different.    Here 
disappointed   ambitious    monarch    who  the  lungs  are  intercepted  in  their  fane- 
had  been  arrested  in   his  course,  and  tions.    No  oxygen  is  admitted  to  the 
compelled  to  desist  from  his  pursuit  of  blood,  whilst  tne  heart,  retaining  its  ae» 
what  the  world  has  not  yet  ceased  to  tivity,    sends  the  blood  to    the    braia 
call  Sflory.  charged  with  carbon ;  the  smalleat  poF- 
Tne  Emperor  of  the  French  lefl  Mos-  tion  of  which  is  a  fatal  poison  to  ic 
cow  on  the  I9th  October,  when  he  had  This  is  the  case  when  death  takea  place 
ascertained  the  extent  to  which  the  fire  by  drowning.    The  lungs  are  preoiided 
had  destroyed  the  resources  on  which  from  receiving  oxygen  air,  and  cannot 
he  had  depended  for  the  subsistence  of  throw  off  the  carfcon.     Under  such  eir- 
his  army  auring  the  winter ;  and  by  the  cumstances,  it  has  been  thought  probable 
time   he   had   reached    Smolensko   the  that   life  is  extinguished   m  less  than 
frost  was  become  intense ;  and  although  three  minutes;  unless,  happily,  the  suf- 
he  had  left  Moscow  with  120,000  men,  ferer  should  have  fainted.      Then,  the 
and  the  fragments  of  various  divisions  heart's  action  being  stopped,  the  carbon 
besides  had  assembled  here,  it  was  with  is  not  thrown  upon  the  brain,  and,  ia 
great  difficulty  that  40,000  men  could  such  instances,  animation  has  been  re- 
now  be  brought  together   in   fighting  stored  to  the  apparently  dead  body,  even 
order.     The  troops  often  performed  their  half  an  hour  after  its  immersion  in  water. 
march  by  night,  by  the  light  of  torches.  The  transition  from   life  to  death  is 
in  the  hopes  of  escaping  ttieir  merciless  easy  in  all  these  cases.     Death  by  cold 
pursuers.    When  they  baited,  they  fell  is  longest  in  accomplishing  his  work; 
asleep  by  hundreds,  to  awake  no  more,  but  the   period   of  suffering   is    much 
Tlicir  enemies  found   them   frozen   to  abridged     where    despondency,  priva- 
death,  around  the  ashes  of  their  watch-  tion,  and  fatigue  (all  of^  which  are  likely 
fires.     The  horses  having  been  ill  fed  to  be  the  fate  of  a  retreating  annyi, 
fur  some  time,  were  equally  unable  to  combine  with  cold.    The  unhappy  be- 
resist  the   united   effects  of  cold   and  numbed  being  feels  quite  easy ;  necom- 
fatigue :    they  sank   and  stiffened   by  plains  that  be  cannot  move,  in  answer 
hundreds  and  by  thousands.    The  starv-  to  solicitations  to  exert  himself,  and  only 
iug  soldiers  slew   others  of  these  ani-  desires  to  be  left  quiet.     Insensibility 
nials,  that  they  nii^ht  wrap  themselves  steals  softly  over  all  his  system,  as  the 
in   their  warm  skins,  or  mitigate  the  pressure  upon  the  brain  increases,  and 
severity  of  the  blast  by  taking  refuge  death  at  length  sets  his  imprisoned  ^irit 
within  their  disembowelled  carcases.—  free. 

But  enough  of  these  horrors.  When  the  cold  has  not  been  severe 

The   immediate  cause  of  death   by  enough  to  destroy  life  entirely  it  muti- 

cold  is  apoplexy.     The  heart  is  arrested  lates  the  extremities,  and  mortification 

and   paralysed  in   the  exercise  of  its  ensues  from  a  want  of  circulation.   The 

office,  and  no  longer  supplies  the  brain  Lascars  who  arrive  in  this  country  firom 
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India  in  the  winter  scfason  are   verr  upon  two  knapsacks,  and  they  redoubled 

prone  to  this  effect  of  a  cKmateso  macb  tneir  efforts  to  reach  the  Col-de-Bon- 

oolder  than  their  native  oue,  as  the  re-  homme.  in  order  to  send  assistance  to 

cords  of  the  hospitals  in  the  city  abun-  him.    They  soon  reached  it,  and  in- 

dantly  prove.  ^stantly  dispatched  seven  men  to  brings 

Analogous  to  this  is  ^e  mortification  him  in.     He  was  brought  in  in  the 

wbieh  sometimes  occurs  to  elderly  per-  course  of  an  hour,  alive,  it  is  true,  but 

SODS,  from  ossification  of  the  arteries  of  he  died  the  next  day.    A  third  loist  three 

the  extremities.    The  blood-vessels hav-  of  bis   fingers  soon  afler,  at  Geneva; 

ing  become  impervious,  the  vital  prin-  and  the  fourth  escaped  unhurt.    We  need 

ciple  no  longer  pervades  the  feet  and  not  add  that  the  poor  clergyman   was 

the  toes,  and  wej  perish  in  consequence,  found  a  corjise. 

In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  of  the  Yet  a  cold  climate,  with  the  appH. 
effect  of  cold,  in  a  severe  degree,  upon  ances  of  art,  is  not  insalubrious,  nor 
the  human  frame,  under  denression  of  even  incompatible  with  long  life.  The 
spirits,  and  privation,  ana  fatigue,  proportion  ofdeatbs  annually  in  Switzer- 
Sir  Henry  related  a  hitherto  unpub-  land  is  1  in  59.  The  proportion  in  this 
lished  narrative  of  the  .misfortunes  en-  country  is  1  in  60;  though  in  the  me- 
countered  by  four  Ens'lish  gentlemen,  tropolis,  and  in  Birmingham,  it  is  1  in 
in  a  pedestrian  expedition  from  Con-  40,  if  we  may  believe  the  latest  statis- 
tamine  to  Col-de-Bonhumme,  in  Swit-  tical  account.  In  France,  throughout 
zerland.  The  walk  is  one  of  about  the  whole  of  it,  it  is  said  to  be  1  in  40 ; 
three  hours,  in  common  circumstances :  in  Italy,  I  in  33 ;  in  Rome,  1  in  28, 
one  of  the  party  was  a  clergyman,  who  owing,  perhaps,  to  a  malaria  there, 
bad  latelv  lost  his  wife,  and  oad  been  re-  But  what  snail  we  say  of  Russia?  Sir 
eommended  to  travel  in  order  to  dissipate  Henry  was  informed  by  the  late  Russian 
his  sorrows.  He  set  out,  with  bis  com-  amba8sador,thattherewasa1evel6ountry, 
panions  and  a  guide,  on  the  12th  Sep-  of  aboiit  one  hundred  leagues  square, 
tember,  1830,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  sloping  to  the  south,  on  the  borders  of 
morning,  after  a  li^ht  breakfast.  It  Siberia,  where  a  year  rarely  passed  in 
had  snowed  in  the  night,  and  was  rain-  the  course  of  wbicfa  some  person  did  not 
iug  a  little  when  they  started ;  but  in  a  die  at  the  age  of  130.  On  inquiring  whe- 
sbort  time  it  began  to  snow  again,  and  therthey  could  depend  upon  their  regis- 
continued  to  snow  during  the  whole  of  ters,  the  reply  was, ''any  body  who  knows 
their  passage.  The  path  was  soon  oh-  tbcpracticcsoftheGreekchurch  will  tell 
literated,  and  they  lost  their  way.  you  that  the  bishops  are  more  careful  of 
Afler  walking  seven  hours,  the  clergy-  their  registration  tnerc,  if  possible,  than 
man  complained  of  his  inability  to  pro-  your  parochial  clergy  are  in  Great  Bri- 
ceed  furtner.  He  said  he  could  not  tain/'  Is  it,  then,  that  these  people  are 
move  his  legs.  The  danger  of  stopping, .  longer  in  coming  tu  their  maturity  than 
however,  was  pointed  out ;  he  was  en-  the  inhabitants  of  southern  latitudes, 
couraged  to  go  on,  and  was  supported,  and  proportionally  slower  in  their  de- 
assisted,  and  carried;  but  at  length  he  en-  dine  and  decay,  as  the  oaks  of  the 
treated  that  he  might  be  left,  adding  forest  are  compared  with  other  trees? 
that  he  was  quite  easy,  ready  to  fall  Or  are  they  the  Hyperborei  of  the  aii- 
asleep,  and  must  stay  where  he  was.  cients?  of  whom  Pomponius  Mela  says. 
They  then  wrapped  him  up  in  his  cloak,  **  Diutiusquani  ulli  mortalium  et  beatius 
and  left  him,  and  proceeded  as  well  as  vivunt," — and  of  whose  happiness  wc 
they  were  able;  but  at  the  end  of  eight  read  in  the  Choephori  of  ^schylus,  as 
hours,  when  they  had  at  last  ^gained  if  it  were  proverbial — 
the  path,  and  haci  arrived  within  aquar-  _-  ^  .  „  >  «  ^._  „  *^  -.  •» 
ter  of  an  hours  walk  of  the  place  of  Mrvo^Sj  8c  r6x'S  «ol  vrcp/Sopcou 
their  destination,  another  of  the  gentle-  *t«^i  u^^om  ^^u.^^ 
men  failed  in  his  strength,  and  could  eo 

on  no  longer.    The  other  two,  and  the  We  must  presume  that  these  people 

guide,  attempted  to  carry  him,  but  they  have    the  power  of  counteracting  the 

fell  headlong  continually  into  the  snow  ;  effects    of  great  cold   by  artificial  re- 

and  further  exertions  to  assist  him  a^  sources,  as  experience  and  modem  in- 

pearing  vain,  and  only  to  endanger  their  genuity  contrive  to  provide  for  the  safety 

own  safety, he  too  wasieft,  wrapped  upas  of  our  mariners,  who  have  been  exposed 

well  as  they  could  wrap  him,  and  seated  frequently  of  late  years,  almost  with 
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impuDitj,  to  the  rigors  of  a  winter,  even  serricM  for  the  greater  facililj  of  reick- 

at  the  pole.  ing  old  age  on  the  part  of  the  wMicr 

Such  precautions  were  not  known  at  than  the  sailor,  may  not  be  fbaad  ia 

the   time  that  Sir  Hugh    Willoughby  this  consideration — that  the  soldier  dta 

sailed  on  a  vojage  of  discovery  in  those  not  commence  his  military  life  belnc 

regions,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  his  frame  has  eompletelj  dereloped  it- 

VI.  in  1555  ;  and  he  perished  by  cold,  self;  whereas  the  sailor  enters  opoaUi 

with  all  bis  crew,  in   Lapland.     But  duties  whilst  ret  a  youth,  his  maahoirf 

now    every    practicable  appliance,  on  remaining  to  be  perfected  on  harder sai 

shipboard,is  made  available  as  a  shelter  less  wholesome  fare. 

ana    protection    against   great  cold,—  In  conclusion,  the  learned  Presideal 

whilst  the    soldier    on    a    march,  not  urged  that  they  who  would  really  le- 

caring  to  embarrass  himself  with  cum-  lieve  the  poor,  should  not  limit  tbem- 

brous  defensive  clothing  against  only  a  selves  to  supplying  them  with  food,  bat 

contingent  evil,  has  no  resource  against  also  take  care  to  guard  their  frames  fron 

frost  and  snow,  if  they  should  occur,  by  the  baneful,    but  oflen  neglected,  ia- 

which  he  can  resist  their  effects ;  and  he  fluence  of  cold. 

is    sometimes    arrested    and   surprised 

thereby  into  bis  destruction.    Yet  it  is 

found  that  the  life  of  a  soldier  is  more  CHARTERED  MEDICAL   BODIES; 

favourable  to  longevity  than  that  of  the 

sailor.     By  the  retunis  of  the  esUblish-  petitions  to  the  LEoi8i.AT¥ai. 

ments  of  Greenwich  and  Chelsea  Hos-  — — 

pitals,   it    appears    that    the     former  To  the  Editor  of  iKm  Mtdieol  GmxeiU> 

(Greenwich)  contains  2710  pensioners,  ^ 

—the  latter  (Chelsea)  only  509.    Now  f '*»  .                 ^    , 

it  has  l)een  stoted  to  me  (said  Sir  Henry)  As  there  is  now  a  Parliamentary  Cois- 

that  of  the  2710,  several  reach  the  age  "^"f  °^  *^.«  ?**;»f,  of  Commons  «tUiif 

of  80,  and   even  90  years,  but   ve?y  ^^^^  subject  of  the  Poor laws^  I  •oidd 

1     •  J  ^    inn      \vi             *  r.1   f  beg  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be 

rarely  indeed,  100.      ^V  hereas  at  Chel-  J^irable  for   petitions  to    be   pnm^Ui 

sea,    conteining  only  509,  scarcely  a  f^m  medical  men  in   all  qaaners,  sad 

year  passes  m  which  some  one  does  not  ,Qcb  other  persons,  not  of  the  prnfettioa, 

die  at  100.  lis  may  chouse  to  join  them,  pimyii^  that 

This  remark  on  the  comparative  value  ibe  arrangements  connected  with  tht  ne- 

of  life  in  the  two  services  is  not  new, — it  dical  relief  for  the  poor  should  be  put  ea  s 

is  as  old  as  Homer.  In  the  Od^-ssey,  when  more  efficient  and  satisfactoiy  footing  tbas 

Ulysses,  having  fallen  in  with  the  ccle-  at  present, 

bration  of  some  games  in  one  of  the  "  would  be  important,  in  my  opiaioa, 

islands  which  he  traversed  in  his  way  *«  ^'^^^  ^f  P~y«'  ^  *^«  simple  poiats- 

-        '                         —             "^  one,  the  doing  away  entirely  with  the  on* 


J     .        ,,        .  .^  ,     ,      —  medicines, 

during    the   siege  ^—it  was  remarked,  ^erc  should  be  no  temptation  held  ort, 

"  No  ;   you  forget  that  he  has  been  a  as  at  present,  to  do  without  or  be  qtarisg 

good  deal  at  sea  since  that  time,  than  .  in  the  use  of  efficient  medicines, 

which  nothins'  contributes  so  much  to  A  report  of  the  Provincial  Medical  At- 

melt  and  break  down  a  man."    Homer's  sociation,  and  a  lettor  lately  addressed,  bj 

words  are —  I>r.  Yelloiy,  to  Lord  John  Russell,  have 

called  the  particular  attention  of  the  pab- 

Ou  yap  €yc^9  ri  tpntit  KOKtartpov  a?0<o  He   to  the  subject ;  and  I  would  sabmit, 

eaXoKToris  whether  it  would  not  be  worthy  of  ths 

Avdpay€avyxwai,*ticaituiKaKapT€pos  chartered    medical  corporations    of  the 

•*'»  *•  country — the  Royal  College  of  Physidaiis, 

For  I  declare  (here  I.  nnthing like  these.  ]^  "^^^  ^""^^  ''^^"'^^'\ir/'^ 

To  break  a  man.  however  strong  he  be.  thecanes*  Company  (or  rather  the  Coort 

of  Examiners),    and   the  Royal  Medietl 

Sir  Henry  put  it  to  the  judgment  of  Chimrgical  Society,  and  also  of  the  other 

his  hearers  to  decide  whether  a  better  medical  societies  of    the    metropoiis--ta 

reason   than   the  accidenta  of  the   two  petition  the  legislature  on   a  measure  m 

' much  connected  with   the  credit  of  tb« 

*  odyaaey,  8th  Book.  profession  of  physic,  in  all  ito  branchfls. 
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ra,  sir,  with  your  accnstomed  public  sioners  may  then  be  estimated.    It  is  to 

vrould  join  in  the  recommendation  of  be  recollected,  also,  that  the  general  prac- 

ocedare,  or  any  other  that  you  may  titioners  must  all  of  tbem  be  licentiates  of 

e  more,    I  ba?e  every  expectation  the  Hall,  and  are  not  of  necessity  members 

le  advantage  would  be  considerable,  of  the  College;  but  even  when  they  are 

gain,  I  would  submit  that  the  me-  members,  they  are  still  belonging  to  two 

riew  of  the  subject,   as  ccmnected  learned  bodies ;  and  how  is  the  College  to 

he  credit  of  the  profession  and  the  act,  or  to  propose  regulations  for  licen- 

age  of  the  poor,  should  be  kept  en-  tiates  of  the  Hall,  unless  on  complaints  or 

:lear  from  every  other.    It  is  of  suf-  representations  of  circumstances  connected 

magnitude  and  importance  to  have  with  their  position  as  members  of  the 

ependent  position  of  its  own.  College  ? 

ve  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  I  have  read  the  proposed  regulations  by 

Your  obedient  servant,  Messrs.  Rumsey  and  Ceeley ;  I  have  long 

A  Retired  Physician.  thought  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 

h  7t  18S7.  hvLfe  medical  inspectors  under  the  Poor- 

law  Act,  like  the  inspectors  of  army  hos- 

:  MEDICAL  CORPORATIONS  ?^^^\^  make  periodical  visits-say  six 

ti^j^^u^r3^\i^T?oor/\'Kr  inspectors  for  the  whole  kingdom— who 

VND  THE  PROFESSION.  would  collect  the  returns  or  reports  of  the 

PLAN  OF  PAUPER  RELIEF.  various  mcdical  officers,  and  embody  them 

in  specific  reports  to  the  Commissioners. 

«:tj*^        ^  <i.    wk  j-     wry      aa  A  Medical  Board  may  perhaps  be  better — 

f  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^^^  ^^^^^  .^ji,^  if  ^^^  '^/^^^^  Poor-law  Com- 

IR,                                                      ^  missiouers  were  a  medical  man.    The  ge- 

NOT  see  how  the  Colleges  or  Hall'  neral  education  and  habits  of  a  medical 

t  or  interfere  about  the  poor  laws,  man  would  render  him  as  competent  as 

in  cases  referred  to  them  for  their  any  other  man  could  be  to  the  general  du- 

n.    They  have  no  voice  in  the  legis-  ties  of  a  Commissioner,  while  his  particu- 

,  and  were  not  consulted  by  the  lar  professional  education  would  supply  a 

*&  of  the  measure  on  the  best  mode  sad  want  in  the  establishment.    I  think 

rding  medical  aid  to  the  poor ;  nor  there  ought  to  be  a  medical  man  attached 

ey  know  any  thing  about  it,  except  to  every  union  workhouse  or  prison,  as 

tearsay,  or  from  references  made  to  there  is  to  every  other  jail  in  the  king- 

>y  the  {[ovemment  or  commissioners,  dom;  that  this  person  should  be  of  supe- 

Q  particular  cases  referred  to  them  rior  attainments ;  that  he  should  be  pro^ 

ividuals ;  and,  as  far  as  the  College  vided  with  a  house  close  to  the  workhouse, 

qgeons  is  concerned,  they  have  al-  with  medicines,  instruments,  and  appli- 

icted  on  every  such  case.  ances  of  every  sort ;  that  he  should  have 

7  can  the  College  of  Surgeons  ini-  an  infirmary  attached  to,  or  within  the 

any   proposition  ?      The   Commis-  walls  of,  the  workhouse,  where  out-door 

I  contend  that  a  person  legally  qua-  paupers    might   also   be    received ;    and 

to  exercise  the  medical  profession  that  he  might   also  attend   the  paupers 

ot  be  a  member  of  the  College ;  and  at  their  own   houses,   within   a  certain 

gislature   has  always   declined    to  distance,   having    a   house  also  allowed 

it  imperative  on  those  who  chodse  to  him  for  those  duties ;  and  that  he  should 

emselves  surgeons  to  undergo  any  be  restricted   from    all  private  practice, 

oation,  and  to  prove  their  fitness.  This  would  insure  good  medical  aid  as 

«n  the  College,  therefore,  interfere,  far  as  it  extended,  and  it  would  prevent 

members  or  licentiates  of  the  Apo-  any  jealousies  from  the  resident  practi- 

ies'  Company  are  employed  by  the  tioners.    He  would  be  the  best  aid  to  the 

issioners,  those  licentiates  not  being  Guardians    in  pointing  out  the   proper 

srsof  the  College  of  Surgeons?   And  mode  of  having  medical  aid  supplied  to 

College  was  to  interfere,  many  of  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  union  ;  and 

who  now  blame  them  for  apathy  reports,  or  returns,  might  be  made  to  him 

be  the  first  to  accuse  them  of  ofii-  from  all  the  other  medical  men  employed 

ess,  in  interfering  with  the  interests  therein.    This  might  save  the  expense  of 

dr  members,  ^  ho  would  be  pro-  a  Medical  Board,  or  of  inspectors ,  but  a 

d  as  being  fully  competent  to  take  medical   Commissioner  would  still  be  a 

'  their  own  interests  and  concerns.  desiderata m^^or  two. 

College  ^*  made  representation  to  „  g^         ^^^,,^,  ^^^^^^  ,^„ 

icretary  of  State,  and  has  received  Candidas  imperU-Hil  non«  bit  ntere  meoim.** 

t  (of  which    correspondence    any 

IT  of  parliament  may  move  for  co-  Tour  obedient  servant, 

■nd  the  value  of  their  interference  Chirurgus. 

the  existing  powers  of  the  Commis-  March  5, 1837. 
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ENDEAVOURING  TO  AVERT  ' 

Awtpuiatian  tf  the  Ltg, 
THE  EVILS  OF  ^^^  ODcmtioiii  on  Thundav,  FebrHi} 

THE  MEDICAL  WORKING  OF  THE     I6tb,  were  an  amDutmtion  of  tbe  kg  by 
POOR  LAW.  Sir  Beojamin  Brodie,  and  an  anpaMlMa 

of  the  leg  and  lithotomj  bj  Mr.  HawkiK 

Both  the  amputatuiuB  were  the  uoal  cf^ 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,     cnlar  ones  below   the  knee,  except  ttal 

both  operators  remored  the  angle  of  thi 
Sir,  tibia,  according  to  their  nsnal  pructici^li 
It  seems  to  me,  that  while  the  great  mass  aroid  the  alceration  of  the  skin  that  othv- 
or  the  profession  arc  cryiog  out  continn-  wise  not  nnftvqnently  ocean.  SirBca- 
ally  against  the  working  of  the  medical  jamin's  case  was  one  of  fongos  h«i 
department  of  the  Poor-law  system,  thej  todes  of  the  foot, — a  bleeding  and  ci- 
aro  doing  next  to  nothing  to  get  rid  or  it!     cessirely  painful  fnngus  following  a 


so  degraiding,  and  at  the  same  time  so  in-  ture  made  in  what  appeared  soaie  tiae 

liuman,  as  its  effects  will  prove  if  allowed  previously  to  he  an  abscess.     On  rtiiwr 

to  continue  in  operation.    Why  not,  as  tion,  the  tumor  liad  all  the  characteis  sf 

you  propose,  let  every  town  in  England  malignant  disease,  and  seemed  to  be  iaii. 

get  up  a  petition  to  Parliament,  siicnid  by  mately  connected  with  the  os  calct^k■t 

all  the  medical  men,  with  the  Military  ex-  attached  also  to  some  of  the  other  boDcssf 

ception  of  the  hired  slave?— and  not'only  .  the  ankle.    The  patient  suffered  a  gsed 

would  the  medical  men  come  forward,  but  deal  after  the  operation  fW>m  fever  aak 

there  are  many,  and  I  may  truly  say  most  delirium  tranmaticom,  bnt  is  now  dsiii 

of  the  enlightened  inhabitants,who  will,  for  well. 

the  sake  of  humanity,  affix  their  names.  Mr.  Hawkins's  amputation  was  Mr- 
There  is  scarcelv  a  Medical  Gazette  formed  for  disease  of  the  ankle,  wUck 
published  but  there  is  shewn,  in  its  own  had  commenced  in  the  os  calcis.  In  ths 
true  colours,  the  danger  of  the  system,  not  autumn  Mr.  Hawkins  had  performed  ths 
only  to  the  well-being  of  our  profession,  usual  operation  for  necrosis,  cutting  dowa 
but  also  to  the  lives  of  our  fellow-crea-  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  lN>ne,aBd 
turcs.  Degraded  enough  we  arc,  and  have  removing  about  a  third  of  it,  which  hai 
been  for  many  years,  without  the  necessity  died,  and  was  surrounded  bj  living  boacL 
of  having  the  Poor-law  Bill  introduced  exccnt  on  oneside.  Hehad  left  the  hospital 
among  u!i,  as  an    artifice  to  entrap   the  much    benefited   by    this  treatment,  bit 

rith 


poor  in  pocket,  but  far  more  slavish  in  lately  returned  with  abscesses  and  di 

mind.     Should   the  corporate  bodies  do  of  the  joints.     On  dissection  of  the  linh^ 

nothing  to  avert  the  deadly  stnike  that  the  joint  between  the  os  calcis  and  ths 

now  threatens  us  with  destruction,  I  think  astragalus    was  fonnd    extensively  alee>- 

there  will  be  little  doubt  that  they  will  rated,  and  both  bones  much  diseased,  and 

soon  see  the  day  of  their  dov%  nfal ;  for  al-  the  joints  ol*  the  astragalus  in  the  anklc^ 

though  some  portion   of   the    profession  with    the    cuboid    and    navicular  boaei^ 

may  be  silent,  and  want  individual  energy  were  beginning  to  show  some  inflamiaa- 

in  such  a  cau^^e,  yet  thev  are  silent  specta-  tion    and  thinning  of  the   cartiLagiaoas 

tors   of  the  scene,   and    have    doubtless  surfaces, 
^vcighed  the  question   and   formed   their 

opinion;  and  these  very  j'crsons  who  now  Case  rf Lithotomy^ iw  Stone fimmd, 

lie  dormant,  as  it  were,  will,  when  thry        The  case  of  lithotomj  was  a  little  child 

SCO  the  real  state  of  things,  at  some  future  of  two  years  old,  who  was  atlmitted  with 

time  be   roused  to  acti(»n.      I   hope  and  the  usual  symptoms  of  stone,  irritation  of 

trust  we  shall  rise  from  this  state  of  de-  the   penis,  pain,  and  stoppage  of  urinr, 

gradation  improved,  by   having  seen  for  which  was  sometimes  mixed  with  blond, 

ourselves  what  our  enemies  would  do  to  and  occasionally  with  pus,  and  which  was 

ns,  had  they  the  power;  hut  it  is  impos-  sometimes  loaded  with  the  lithates,  and 

sihle   that  'this  can  be  the  case  if  we  are  was  at  other  times  alkaline.     The  child 

siUnt  si>ectators  only :  we  must  be  up  and  was  sounded  by  Mr.   Hawkins,  with  bii 

d<»ing  if  we  wish  to  save  our  already  falling  colleagues,  Mr.'Keate,  Mr.  Babington,aDd 

but  noble  pn»fcssion.  Mr.  Cutler,  all  of  whom  believed  they  felt 

Should  you  think  this  worthy  a  place  in  a  small  stone;  and  previous  to  the  first 

your  valuable  ioumal,  by  giving  it  inscr-  incision,    Mr.    Keate  and   Mr.   Hawkins 

tion  you  will  (»bli.<e  me,  although  again  thought  they  felt  it  with  the  staC 

Persgnallt  Unaffected.  The  incision  into  the  bladder  was  tlwa 

Harch  6,  1837.  made  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  only  iDstra* 
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asent  nsed  being  a  common  scalpel  and  bad  been  tortured  by  tbe  cbronic  inflam- 
ataff.  No  stone  was,  bowe?er,  felt  by  the  mation  of  t)ie  disease  for  the  whole  of  her 
tfnger,  nor  could  it  be  distinguished  by  a  life,  and  had  been  several  times  submitted 
aonnd  which  was  introduced  through  tbe  to  operation  before  her  admission,  having 
urethra,  unless  Mr.  Keate  was  right  in  had  portions  of  the  eyelids  cut  out,  and 
tliinking  that  he  still  felt  it.  Some  water  having  also  had  the  tatsal  cartilages  re- 
ma  then  injected  into  the  bladder,  and  moved  (though  incompletely),  as  recom- 
tha  child  sent  to  bed,  and  the  child  was  mended  by  Jaeger  and  Saunders ;  but 
walking  about  the  ward  before  a  week  had  when  admitted  under  Mr.  Hawkins's  care, 
ala|iaed  from  tbe  operation,  at  which  time  she  was  still  unable  to  lift  her  head  up  or 
sU  tbe  water  passed  bv  the  urethra.  It  open  her  eyes,  and  was  nearly  blina  in 
aamains,  therefore,  doubtful  whether  there  both  eyes  from  opacity  of  the  cornea.  The 
Wti  really  a  stone,  which  was  small  right  eye  had  been  operated  on  by  Mr. 
•Bongh  to  come  away  with  the  first  gush  Hawkins  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  the  patient 
mt  urine,  and  escaped  observation,  or  had  been  so  far  benefited  by  the  operation, 
vbether  a  stone  still  remains  in  the  blad-  as  to  be  nearly  free  from  tbe  sufferings 
dar»or  whether  all  these  gentlemen  had  of  twenty  years'  duration.  The  same 
liMn  deceived  in  the  sounding,  and  the  operation  was  now  done  on  the  left  eye, 
^pnptoms  arose  from  disordered  secretion  though  with  less  chance  of  success,  from 
obIt.  Mr.  Hawkins  at  tbe  time  remarked  the  small  quantity  of  eye-Iid  which  re- 
|p  the  pupils  that  the  stone  could  hardly  mained,  and  which  was  partly  adherent 
be  encysted  at  that  early  age,  and  there-  to  the  globe ;  and  from  the  degree  to' 
Man  be  thought  if  there  was  a  stone  it  which  the  cornea  was  vascular  and  opaque. 
Btefat  b^  among  tbe  folds  of  tbe  bladder,  Two  perpendicular  incisions  were  made 
«M  might  come  away  after  the. operation,  in  the  upper  lid,  about  half  an  inch  in 
mm  had  been  the  case  in  some  other  in-  depth,  one  close  to  the  punctiim,  the  other 
Ctances  on  record.  This,  however,  has  not  near  the  outer  canthus ;  and  a  portion  of 
happened.  The  child,  since  it  has  been  the  skin  of  the  eye-lid,  and  of  the  fibres  of 
walking,  has  sometimes  had  some  sus-  of  the  orbicularis  muscle,  was  cut  off  with 
pknoQB  symptoms,  which  have  now  a  pair  of  curved  scissors.  The  edges  of 
Inaened,  and  it  has  been  sounded  without  the  skin,  where  thus  divided,  were  brought 
any  impression  having  been  felt  similar  to  together  with  three  ligatures,  and  the  ends 
Uuit  experienced  before  the  operation  *.  of  tbe  silk  fastened  to  the  forehead  with 

adhesive  plaitter,  with  so  much  force  as  to 

Removal  of  a  Cicatrix,  hold  the  eye-lid  nearly  ererted.    The  girl 

On  Thursday,  the  23d,  the  operations  has  now  only  a  very  slight  pain,  which  is 

were,  the  removal  of  a  cicatrix  by'  Mr.  entirely  removed  by  pinching  up  a  little 

Walker,  and  one  for  ectropeon   by  Mr.  fold  of  the  skin  close  to  the  outer  angle 

Hawkins.     The  cicatrix  vas  that  of  a  (and  which  will  be  cut  off)  ;    and  the 

baro  of  the  chin,  which  drew  down  the  cornea  is  already  less  inflamed,  and  vision 

lower  lip  in  an  everted  state,  preventing  more  perfect. 
the  month  from  closing,  and  occasioning 

a  good  deal  of  inconvenience.    A  cicatrix        On  Thursday,  March  2d,  the  operations 

ftom  one  angle  of  the  mouth  had  been  were — lithotomy,  by  Mr.  Hawkins;  am- 

maored    in   this  girl  some  weeks  pre-  putation  of  the  thigh,  and  an  operation  for 

lioaaly,  and  the  other  angle  was  operated  necrosis  of  the  tibia,  by   Sir  Benjamin 

oa  in  the  same  way ;  a  triangular  poition,  Brodie;  after  which  Mr.  Keate  removed 

iadiiding  the  cicatrix,  being  removed  by  three  encysted  tumors  from  the  scalp,  and 

a  bistoury,  as  in  the  operation  for  cancer  Mr.  Hawkins  performed  a  slight  operation 

of  the  lower  lip,  and  the  edges  brought  on  the  foot 
together  by  hare-lip  pins  and  sutures.  The 

fimner  operation  succeeded  well,  but  tbe  Luhotamxi. 

girl  U  at  present  suffering  from  an  attack        The  operation  of  lithotomy  was   ner- 

ef  erysipelas,  so  that  the  ultimate  result  of  formed  on  a  lad  of  19,  by  passing  a  double- 

this   second  operation  is  still  somewhat  edged  knife  with  a  beak  along  the  staff, 

donbtfol.  after  the  urethra  was  opened,  and  then  a 

.  blunt  gorget  was  introduced  to  enlarge 

Operation  for  Ectropeon.  Ij^^  opening  made  by  the  knife  in  the  pros- 

The  operation  for  ectropeon  was  that  of  tate  gland ;  and  the  staff  being  withdrawn , 

Mr.  Crampton,  as  modified  by  Guthrie,  the  forceps  were  passed  alons  tbe  gorget. 

The  poor  giri  who  was  the  subject  of  it  The  stone  was  a  large  one  ^wbich  was  the 

— 1 reason  for  the  division  of  tne  prostate  on 

«  W«  have  been  thus  dtffof*  with  ref ard  to  both  sides),  and  composed  of  a  good  deal 

tMs  csM,  becaoM  it  has  fonned  the  •abject  of  of  triple  phosphate,  very  soft  and  brittle, 

2Sifil!!*T!r'r?i?h**««J^{rS«SA^^^  ^ith  Apparently  a  lilhic  acid  calculus  in 

.mvMou  for  which  oor  contemporary  Is  so  re-  ^^^  ^^^     ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^. 
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Ampulalim  if  Thigh. 
The  amputaliun  of  the  ihijth  w 


1  ptr. 


fiirmcil  for  (;xt>'n''ivc  alM(.-e9!<> 
wilh  diuttse  both  i>f  tlic  atikli;  niiil  kiin; 
jiiinU.  A  largr  uIimvm  vbs  diridt'il  b>  llif 
upcnitor,  who  dri'S-ird  Ihe  slump  hv  filling 
it  wilb  Fburjiie,  lo  as  tn  avuid  ulf  uuiun. 
Tbe  buy  has  liucc  gone  on  ni-ll. 

Oprrnliim  fitr  Ktrroiit, 
The  opcraliuu  Tor  net-rosin  vas  pcrfiinD- 
rd  v«r)'  near  tbe  lubcrctu  nf  tbe  tibia, 
thnoi^h  not  inlcrrerinpnilh  the  kiice-jninl. 
A  iiiaii*  leading  intJ  the  cancrilatrd  struv- 
ture  uf  the  biine  hai'iui[  bevn  t'xl>iiM:d,  the 
orifice  wa>  cntanfcd  liy  a  trcphini-,  and 
(Hiinr  small  pieces  of  dead  bune  removed 
fmm  Ihe  coTity,  which  na*  dremcd  to  ibu 
iHittom  with  lint,  llic  boy  has  nnfiirlu- 
nati'ly  been  seized  with  erynipelw  of  the 
Itg,  uf  rather  a  Kiere  eharacltsr,  which 
dineaK  has  been  prevalent  duriDg  the  late 
cnld  nnrth  windii  but  he  appcan  Ui  be 
uutv  gelling  better. 

Ilrmttiit  s/"  ITiiruMnf  Tnaini, 
The  cDcvsli'd  tumoni  were  of  the  u'nal 
character,  in  an  elilert;  woman )  and  were 
rcmciired  by  cutting  into  Ibem  and  em|ilv- 
liift  their  contenlR,  and  ihen  rcmuTinft  the 
cy<t9.  One  uf  them  gave  a  suod  deal  of 
Irouhle,  in  cnnKqacnce  of  it*  haiing  been 
o;icnpd  at  some  furmfr  period,  which  bad 
oindcnscd  it,  and  cauicd  it  tn  adhere  inti- 
mately to  the  nkin  j  and  the  tcueln,  rnim 
the  name  cause,  ble<l  a  good  deal  after  the 
woman  returned  lo  her  ward. 
Tbe  operation 


piitUrsif. 
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r«ct>nii>ilar  plaui 
iltnslrated  by  pa 
('auvhet'*  third  i 
alluded  to.  By  i 
explained,  on  ibe  p 
latiirj  ihcoiT,  the  < 
larizcd  and  unpnta 
way  the  pn<i>cnie> 
fonner  mi^tht  be  ■ 
lerferencv  of  polari 
fened  to,  and  the  | 

The  two  mj  *  prud< 
ing  bodiei  were  ■ 
and  their  relative  j 
explained  on  the 


The  _ 
eoniiila  or  two  pai 
tion  of  an  interne  li 
larixatioii.      The  I 

in  a  wooden  boi^ 
Haoie;  Ibe  miinl 
Uunitj'i  binw-pip 

Bn'^«i.4ianiberSllt 
of  wire  ganz&  Ii 
a  cirenlar  apertan 
apparatni  wa*  attt 
two  image*  piodne 
cryttat',  one  douM 
of  1}  inchn  focni 


EIGHTEEN  TAPE-WORMS  IN  A  SINGLE  PATIENT.  QH 

greatest  conTexitv  shall  not  qaite  toocb.  was  yellowish  and  clay- coloured,  her  dis- 

The  third  lens  is  brought  within  a  quarter  position  very  variable,  being  sometimes 

of  an  inch  of  the  second,  by  which  means  peevish  and  irritable,  sometimes  extremely 

a  strong  light  is  produced,  which  is  po.  mild.    There  was  no  abdominal  tender- 

larized  by  transmission  through  a  plate  of  ness  present 

tourmaline  ;  and  when  a  crystal  is  placed        She  had  been  treated  for  amenorrhoea 

between  this  polarizing  and  the  second,  or  and  disease  of  the  liver,  and  subsequently 

analyzing,  plate,  the  light  is  thus  strongly  by  Dr.  Ettmiiller  for  derangement  of  the 

ooDdensed  on  the  crystal.  digestive  system,  for  the  space  of   two 

By  this  apparatus  the  lecturer  was  cna-  years,  during  which  no  trace  of  tape*  worm 

bled  to  shew  many  of  the  splendid  pheno-  appeared.     In  February  1836,  she  began 

meoa  of  polarized  light  with  the  most  to  pass  small  pieces,  and  this  induced  him 

brilliant    success.      The'  coloured    rings  to  have  recourse  to  anthelmintics.    The 

ouiied  by  calc  spar,  topaz,  borax,  nitre,  treatment  employed  was  that  recommend, 

arragonite,  and  quartz,  were  shewn  of  ed  bv  Schmidt.     The  preparatory  mix* 

coloMal  size,  and  of  great  brilliancy,  on  ture  brought  away  several  pieces,  from  a 

the  opaque  screen.     On  the  whole,  it  was  quarter  to  half  an  ell  in  length.    On  the 

one  of  tne  most  successful  exhibitions  of  8th  of  March  she  took  one  of  Schmidt's 

Clarized  phenomena  yet  attempted  in  the  pills  every  hour,  from  six  to  eleven  o'clock, 

;tnre  room.  a.m.     She  vomited  twice  during  the  ^^y* 

and  parsed  ^vcral  fluid  evacuations,  con« 

EIGHTEEN  TAPE-WORMS  IN  A  taining  several  joints  of  tape-worm.    At 

SINGLE   PATIENT !  J^**'  ^.\^'  *^«  ^**  «**^'fi^  ^%  disconUnue 

the  pills,    m  conseouence  nf  the  violent 
CommuDlcatcd  by  retching  and  gastroaynia  which  they  pro- 
Da.  ETTMiiLLER  TO  Dr.  Radius.  duccd,  and  took  castor  oil  in  half-ounce 

doses,  which  she  also  gave  up  after  the 

The  patient  in  this  case  was  a  yonng  third  dose.    Towards  evening  the  vomit- 
iroraan,  aged  22,  of  a  robust  constitution,  ing  ceased,  and  she  fell  asleep  for  about 
and  who  had  never  laboured  under  any  re-  an  hour.  On  awaking  she  passea  a  knot  of 
markable  affection.     Soon  after  the  ap-  worms,  which,wben  uncoiled,  proved  to  be 
pearance  of  the  catamenia,  she  was  at-  four  entire  tape- worms.   About  one  o'clock 
tacked  at  irregular  intervals  with  pain  in  in  the  morning,  she  awoke  again  with 
the  abdomen,  and  a  gnawing  sensation  in  a   violent    pain    in    the   abdomen,   and 
the  intestines,  alternating  with  diarrhcea,  passed  nine  more*.    She  took  the  same 
sometimes  referrible    to   em>rs    in  diet,  medicine  again  twice  during  the  two  fol- 
•ometimes  occurring  without  any  apparent  lowing  weeks,  and  had  several  slimy  dis- 
caiiae.     On  many  occasions,  she  was  snd-  charges  from  the    bowels,    without  any 
denly  attacked  during    her  meals   with  trace  of  tape- worm,  so  that  her  cure  was 
uneasiness    and    vertigo,    which,    how-  considered  to  be  complete;  and,  with  the 
ever,  were  in  general  of  brief  duration,  view  of  improving  the  digestive  function. 
She  was  also  flrora  time  to  time  seized  she  was  ordered  to  the  medicinal  waters  at 
with  a  violent  pain  in  the  belly,  which  Franzcnsbrunn.    Two  days,  however,  be- 
ahe  could  not  accurately  describe,  and  on  fore  her  departure  she  passed  a  portion  of 
abch  occasions  obtained  instantaneous, but  tape-worm,  and  another  in  July.    On  her 
transitoryrelief,  by  takingaefrau^^tfl/'t'tfijf  return  to  Oberwiesenthal  in  August,  she 
eM  tMl«r*.      She  frequently  laboured  un-  passed  two  more  entire  worms.    She  was 
der  heartburn,  but  never  vomited;    and  now  ordered  to  take  the  deccct.  corticia 
was  tul)jeGt  to  fits  of  oppression  of  breath-  granati,  Jiij.  ad  Oj.  night  and  morning. 
ing,   sighing,   and    sometimes    constant     This  was  continued  for  five  days,  and  then 
yawning.     She  suffered  much  from  hemi-  followed  by  an  active  purgative,  which 
eiania  of  the  right  side,  particularly  over  brought  away   three  entire  worms.     In 
the  eye  and  forehead,  a  constant  sense  of  order,  however,  to  render  the  cure  more 
pressure  on  the  globe  of  the  eye,  dilata-  certain,  she  was  directed  to  take  the  de 
tion  of  the  pupils,  and  swelling  of  the  coction  a  few  days  longer,  and  afterwards 
apper  eyelids,  giving  to  her  eyes  a  half-  the  compound  infusion  of  senna  occasion- 
closed,  sleepy  look.     She  also  complained  ally.     Up  to  the  2<lth  of  December  no 
of  pain  running  from  the  point  of  the  left  further  traces  of  tape- worm  had  been  ob« 
ibonlder  along  the  collar  bone  to  the  ster-  servedf . 

anm,  a  feeling  of  stiffness  in  the  limbs,    — — • — 

and  cramps  in  the  calves  of  her  legs.    The       *  Theiie  worms  were  ncnt  to  Dr.  RmIIub,  and 
catamenia  were  slow,  usually  only  once    *'^***'*!i?**  ^y  **'"* '"  ****  Medical  Society  at  Leip- 

mmmrm  fiv*    ivMkIra    anA   #w«Miei^nol1u  aUa«  >'K*    They  were  all   furnished  with  beads,  but 

^^      -fu  T         '  ?        occasionally  alter-  ^ad  contrMted  so  much  from  lyinc  In  the  sptriU 

nated  with  leacorrbcea.     Her  complexion  of  wine,  that  the  loncest  did  not  mcaaurc  mora 

• than  two  feel. 

*  RoscnsteiB  regards  this  u  a  patbognQmoai^  1  Clams  and  Radius's  Journal,  Band.  3,  Heft.  2  -, 

■<•■•  snd  Dublin  Journal,  March  1837. 
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TONGUE  SWALLOWING. 

A  CURIOUS  case  fias  been  related  which 
links  physiology  with  practice.  An  infant 
was  labouring  under  symptoms  suddenly 
arising,  and  seeming  to  threaten  death  by 
suffocation;  the  physician,  fortunately, 
discovered  that  the  tongue  was  retrovertecl, 
its  apex  reaching  into  the  oesophagus;  the 
tongue  was  readily  replaced,  with  relief  to 
all  the  symptoms,  but  the  trouble  recurred 
frequently.  Many  authors  have  mention- 
ed this  swaUowing  of  the  tongue ;  I  knew 
one  instance  where  it  could  be  done  at 
will  without  any  serious  inconvenience. 
This  occurred  in  a  lad,  who,  in  the  playful 
period  of  his  recovery  from  fever,  was 
asked  to  shew  his  tongue  and  presented 
his  open  mouth  with  no  tongue  visible ; 
as  soon  as  his  mouth  was  shut,  he  asserted 
that  his  tongue  was  in  its  right  place, 
proving  it  to  be  so  :  there  was  such  facility 
in  retrorerting  the  tongue  into  the  pha- 
rynx, that  he  frequently  repeated  the  trick 
afterwards.  The  only  other  recent  in- 
stance I  have  found  related,  is  somewhere 
recorded  on  the  authority  of  Magendie. 
YetM.  Blandin  (Art.  Lan^u^,  in  Dictionnaire 
de  Mid.  et  de  Chir.  Pratiques)  follows  Boyer 
in  denying  that  such  a  displacement  can 
be  thus  produced,  and  places  the  accounts 
of  slaves  suflTocating  themselves  by  tongue- 
swallowing  **  amongst  the  romances  of  our 
science." — Mr.  Croue^s  Retrotpective  Addrta, 


POOR-LAW  COMMITTEE. 

The  members  of  the  Parliamentary  Poor- 
law  Committee  commenced  their  labours 
on  Monday  last.  It  is  understood  that 
the  medical  part  of  the  inquiry  will  not  be 
entered  upon  till  after  Easter. 
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Thursday.  2 
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Wednesday  8 
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TBaaMOMsraa. 

ft-oro  2ft  to  41 

2»  48 

82  48 

26  47 

as  44 

29  46 

26  48 


BaaoMBTsa. 

86-26  to  30-16 

80-18  80-11 

2»^  8004 

SOHtt  29» 

29-S4  29 » 

29-96  8008 

80-10  80^06 


Wlnda  N.E.  and  W.  by  N. 

Except  the  7th  and  momlnf  of  theStb,  gene- 
rally cloudy  i  a  little  rain  on  the  eveninga  ^  the 
4th  and  6th. 

Charles  Henry  Adams. 

Corrigendum.  —  In  iNyEsriOATOR's 
letter,  last  number,  p.  877,  line  1.  coL  2, 
for  "  It  is  not,  therefore,  the  kind  of  in- 
flammation which  we  occasionallj  meet 
with  in  such  diseases  as  typhus  ferer  and 
the  present  epidemic,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  proofs  of  the  soundness  of  Mr.  Seaile^ 
doctrine;  nor  is  it  to  acute  idiopathic  peri- 
tonitis, enteritis,  &c"  read  thus — "  It  is 
not,  therefore,  to  the  kind  of  inflammatioa 
which  we  occasionally  meet  with  in  such 
diseases  as  typhus  fe?er  and  the  present 
epidemic,  that  we  are  to  look  forproofi 
of  the  soundness  of  Mr.  Searle's  doctrine: 
nOf  it  is  to  acute  idiopathic  peritonitis, 
enteritis,  pneumonia,  or  phroiltis,  that 
we  ought  to  turn  our  eyes." 

Wilson  6(  Son,  Printct*,  87«SkUiiier*St.  LoodoO' 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEING  A 

WEEKLY  JOURIFJIAL 

OF 

;fSU1iitfm  antr  tbt  CoQateral  ^tkntts* 

-P-_— J- -      _  -  1 1    -  ■  ^1    II         ■  I  — —  — ~ 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  18,  1837. 

T  vr>prTi>«a  cilitv,  I  must  remiod  yoa  of  the  remarka- 

I-BCTURB8  ^^j^  ^^^  ^jj.^jj  J  adduced  in  last  lecture 

oir ,  as  illu8trati?e  of  the  extent  to  which  weak- 

«n^«»ni^T«.r^    J,^^^  r^^^r-^  Dcss  of  intcllcct  ma?  exist,  without  disqua- 

FOREN8IC    MEDICINE;         ^fyi^g  the  indiTidial  for  making  a  t  alid 

.  e         _^  »#    •  •        ^^^*    '^^^  medical  evidence  in  that  case 

DeUvend  tU  the  Aldengate  School  rf  ModieiMf    would  seem  to  hAve  been  sufficient  to  con- 
vince any  tribunal  that  there  was  a  decided 
By  William  Cummin,  M.D.  jack  of  disposing  memory,  and  a  deficiency 

■  of  reason  and  understanding  inconsistent 

with  a  sane  devise.    But  the  verdicts  of 
Lecturb  XXIV.  juries  are  very  precarious  on  these  occa- 

Umsodhdhsss  of  Mind  fnrthm-  conAkrM.     »''' m'-  "^'^  T'^l^^t'f.AJ  ^r'JT 

.  d<  L»,ico  inv^irmuh-Mu,  Bagu*^.    »"»  ""f  B""'?  ntgUciei,  mind,  (thoagh 
,-U,dU,leMZe  on  that  in<p^-TU    certainly   powessed   of  a   mnch   Wgher 

e^in.    SeSu^nAeciU..    SZfand  Dumb  cont™?""?   *»    objecUonable    "»"nage, 

tUt—k>wfarcon»,ct>dv,ukimboeUily-  J"    f»""*    ~»  '^'^    "^    afterward. 

Ptrmm  m  that  state  eometanei  not  reipon-  "'"^l"-*  • 

mbU.  mrcpabUrf  being  put  on  their  S^  ,   *^^  *^'^'  f'-J^  proceedinga 

Ow«*ii«.    J^  andiUcharacteristic-  j?  ^"  «»?  '"•  «t««»«nB  «d  iMtruc- 

PUiMUreauming  of  eome  maniac-Exam.    *"«}  P^"'="if'?  *"»*'' 7"*  ,*«  T.^ 
.Jm  f.,—  .i«  i!^^i:.ju^,.^    M^,^.^^  .    thod»  adopted  by  «onie   of   onr  "  mad 

to^^*^IliS;irJ&^S^  ^Z2J  <»"«»<»"."  in  a««aii.ing  the  existence  of 

-t::^Z;:!'iL'V^r^^  im.«cUitywitbl„eompeLceform««gtag 

til  UUUration^Diffieuky  tometimei^in  dii.  one  s  own  anairs. 

eoem.f  tA^^tyert*^  t**Lu«m*-.^„t«ii,«ei  J^\^^"?8^  .^^^^  *°  question,  who  was 

l:y  Lmb  AfliiLy  and  ErsWii*.  •J*"*^  twenty-two  years  of  ^  at  the  Ume 

^                ^'^  of  her  elopement  and  marriage,  had  been 

Ib  the  last  lecture  I  pointed  out  some  a  spoiled  child  from  infancy.    She  was  an 

of  the  difficulties  which  have  long  beset  only  daughter,  and  treated  with  a  foolish 

the  saB}ect  of  unsoundness  of  mind ;  and  I  fbndness  by  her  grandfather,  firom  whom 

cndeftToared  to  show  how,  by  the  adoption  she  was  to  inherit  a  very  large  property. 

of  a  aeriea  of  well-defined  terms,  and  a  She  was  brought  up  in  a  complete  state  oJT 

proper  classification,  they  might  in  great  dependence  on  others ;  all  her  wishes  were 

^Bcarare  be  removed.    I  also  laid  before  gratified  without  any  exertion  of  mind  on 

jroa  a  plan,  which  at  one  view  exhibited  her  part :  she  was  taught  nothing  that 

the  mntoal  relation  of  all  the  principal  could  give  her  the  least  trouble  or  annoy. 

kbidi  of  mental  disorder  at  present  recog-  ance  in  the  learning.    The  management 

nixed    br  the  ablest  psychologists^  and  of  her  temper  was  also  neglected,  and 

I  went  into  a  detailed  account  of  idiocy  school-mistresses  and  governesses    could 

and    imbecility, — ^forms   of   unsoundness  abundantly  testify  to  various  unseemly 

which  essentially  consist  in  deficiency  of  ebullitions  which  they  had  witnessed. 

BMBtal  power.  In  this  state  of  things,  though  she  cannot 

be  said  to  have  ever  arrived  at  years  of 

JmbeeUUifu  discretion,  she  attained  her  majority,  be- 

In  reaaming  my  obserratlons  on  imbe.  came  legally  the  mistress  of  herself  and  her 

486.— XIX.  3  N 
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property,  had  her  speculations  of  marriage  how  many  shillings  were  in  a  crown,  or 

on   hand,   and  was  persuaded  hy  one  of  a  sofereign,  nor  how  many  tens  in   u 

her  suitors  to  elope  with  him.    But  the  hundred.    She  said  there  were  six  weeki 

person  whom  she  got  in  this  way  for  a  in  a  year,  and  when  I  expressed  my  dis- 

husband,  happened  to  be  no  favourite  of  satisfaction,  asked  me,  '  Is  not  that  rigbt, 

her  mother*s;  and  the  latter  was  known  fir?*    Her  fortune,  she  said,  added  to  the 

to  have  vowed  that  he  should  have  her  Alderman's,  would  be  immense ;  her's  ihs 

heart's  blood  rather  than  her  child.  There  7001.  a-year,  his  1002.    I  asked, '  No  moreP 

was  but  one  mode  of  dispossessing  him  She  tlien  said  150/.     She  knew  not  bam 

after  the  union,  and  that  was  by  proving  many  months  in  the  year.      She  is  it- 

that  the  marriage  was  contracted  while  cidcdly  of  unsound  mind,  and  not  in  aay 

the  lady  was  unsound  of  mind.    A  writ  ds  degree  fit  to  take  care  of  herself  or  her  pro- 

lunatico  inquinndo  was  obtained,  and  after  perty.    I  should  not  call  her  idiotic,  or 

an  investigation,  which  lasted  eleven  days,  lunatic,  but  I  should  describe  the  state  of 

the  desired  verdict  was  returned  *.  her  mind  as  that  of  extreme  imbecility. 

Let  us  direct  our  attention  for  a  few  The  power  of  learning  language  to  the 
minutes  to  the  medical  evidence.  Dr.  Mac-  extent  that  Miss  Bagster  knows  French, 
micbael  was  first  examined,  and  deposed  is  consistent  with  what  is  called  imbed- 
that  he  visited  Miss  Bagster,  in  company  lity.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
with  Dr.Munroe.    She  did  not  appear  to  faie  she  is  imbecile." 

a  person  of  sound  intellect,  or  to  possess  the        Drs.  Sutherland  and  Gordon  deposed  to 

ordinary  moral  perception  of  a  person  of  having  had  very  free  and  confidential  con. 

her   age.      The  conversation   was  of  a  versations  with  Miss  Bagster,  relative  to 

very  general  and  diversified  nature:  she  the  matrimonial  trip :  she  considered  it  u 

related  all  the  circumstances  of  her  elope-  "  a  bit  of  fun."    The  former  gentlcnaa 

ment  **  I  examined  her  respecting^! nres,  tried  her  by  the  arithmetical  tett,  and  both 

but  she  seemed  perfectly  ignorant  of  how  found  her  imbecile  and  of  unsound  mind. 
many  pence  there  were  in  a  shilling.    I        Another  physician   improved    on*  the 

think  she  has  no  reasoning  faculty  what-  figure  test ;   he  examined  her  touching  the 

ever.     She  said  there  were  six  weeks  in  interest  of  money,  the  expenses  of  a  car- 

the  year,  and  six  days  in  the  week,  and  as  riage  and  horses,  and  the  price  of  quartern 

for  Sunday,  that  j^as  kept  hol^.    I  wrote  loaves  !   Only  think  of  Miss  Bagster,  with 

down  a  common  sum  in  addition,  but  she  the  education  she  received,  being  asked 

could  not  manage  it,  and  said  she  was  such  a  question  as  this, — we  give  it  flrom 

very  stupid.     She  could  not  add  shillings  the  report  of  the  trial.    ^  I  asked  her,  if 

and  pence  together.    I  do  not  think  she  is  she  had  1 0,0001.  in  the^^biur  per  ersts.,  how 

competent  to  manage  her  own  aflTairs,  nor  much  ought  to  be  her  income  ?     She  aa- 

to  be  trusted  with  any  money.    In  my  swered,  1002.  a-year.     She  said  she  shonld 

opinion  she  is  of  unsound  mind."  take  a  great  house  at  the  West  End,  and 

It  must  be  confessed  that  this  looks  very  keep  a  number  of  servants ;  but  she  doubt- 
like  jumping  to  a  conclusion :  the  girl  had  ed  if  she  could  afford  to  keep  a  carriage  at 
been  almost  wholjiy  uninstructcd  in  arith-  the  same  time..  .Among  other  questions,  I 
metical  calculations,  and  her  ^  tables,"  it  asked  her,  what  woold  sheg^ve  for  a  qoar^ 
seems,  she  had  always  been  excused  from  tern  loaf?  She  said  two  shillings.  She 
committing  to  memory  :  yet  her  defi-  was  aware  that  twenty  shillings  made  a 
ciency  in  these  points,  her  ignorance,  is  set  sovereign,  and  twentv  pence  one  and  eight- 
down  to  deficiency  of  mental  power,  and  pence ;  but  she  said  that  fifty  sovereigns 
she  is  pronounced  incompetent  to  manage  were  twice  as  much  as  a  SOL  note.. ...I 
her  own  affairs.  asked  her  what  would  be  the  expense  of  a 

Dr^Munroe  said  he  was  struck  with  her  carriage  and  pair  of  horses  ?     She  said, 

appearance  and  manner,  which  were  quite  '  I  should  think,  from  20/.  to  dOL  a  year.' 

childish :  from  her  physical  development.  He  considered  her  to  be  of  insane  mind." 
she  scmed  to  be  no  more  than  sixteen        That  the  arithmetical  and  money  test 

or  seventeen  years  of  age.    He  and  Dr.  affords,  in    many    instances,    a  valaable 

31  acmicbael  were  introduced  as  friends  means  of  estimating  the  degree  of  imbed- 

of  Alderman  Kelly,  in  whose  house  Miss  lity,  there  can  be  no  doobt ;   but  the  qoo- 

Bagster  then  resicled.     She  talked  freely  tations  just  made  must  satisfy  most  persons 

about theelopcmentandmarriageatGretna  that  it  may  be  resorted  to  very  absurdly 

Green.    ''At  another  visit,  I  put  to  her  in  those  cases  where  the  individual  has 

some    arithmetiral    questions  .*    she    knew  never  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring 

that  two  and  two  made  four,  and  four  and  ideas  of  numbers. 

two  made  six;  but  six  and  four,  she  said,        9ut  let  us  contrast  the  money-testing 

made  eleven,  but  corrected  herself  after-  method  of  the  physicians  just  cited  with 

wards,  and  said  ten.    She  could  not  tell  the  mode  adopted  by  two  other  eminent 

— — ■ authorities,    in    the    same    case.      Dr. 

*  Mboical  g.\zbttk,  voU  z.  p.  619.  Alexander  MorisoD,  the  present  physicitB 


IMBECILITY.  915 

to  Bethlem  Hospital,  Tisited  Miss  Bag-  jrou  ought  to  sign  you^  name  ?  She  said  I 
ster  fonr  times  previous  to  the  inquiry,  think  it  ought  to  be  Newton ;  but  those 
''On  my  first  risit/'  said  the  Doctor,  *'  she  about  me  say  it  was  not  a  marriage,  as  it 
receired  me  politely ;  said  she  was  in  good  was  not  done  in  church.  1  am  told  by 
health,  but  that  she  was  a  little  deaf,  as  those  about  me,  particularly  by  Miss 
■be  thought,  from  nervousness.  I  pro-  Clayton,  that  Alderman  Kelly  is  in  love 
ceeded  to  ask  her  some  questions.  She  with  me,  and  will  marry  me  in  three 
tdd  me  she  had  neglected  her  arithmetic,  months,  and  I  may  be  Lady  Mayoress 
ead  was  not  fond  of  it.  She  talked  about  next  year.  I  said,  well,  do  you  think  that 
the  Opera,  Paganini,  Sir  W.  Scott,  and  tlie  your  marriage  with  Mr.  Newton  is  not  a 
Exhibition;  of  ajoumey  she  had  once  taken  good  one,  that  you  may  marry  Alderman 
to  Wales.  She  asked  me  what  was  a  mad-  Kelly  ?  She  said,  no.  1  asked  her  what 
doctor,  and  if  1  was  one  ?  I  told  her  no ;  would  her  marrying  be  ?  She  replied, 
tiu^  I  cured  all  diseases  if  I  could.  J  then  adultery.  I  have  directed  much  of  my 
aiked  her  if  she  had  any  money  in  her  attention  to  insanity  of  late  years,  and  bave 
pone  ?  She  said,  no  ;  I  have  no  occasion  written  two  works  on  the  subject.  Miss 
Cor  any,  for  every  thing  Is  bought  for  me-  Bagster  is  a  little  deaf,  and  in  that  respect 
.Ob  my  second  visit  she  shook  hands  with  only  is  different  from  other  young  ladies.  I 
oae,  and  asked  after  the  health  of  my  did  not  observe  the  slightest  disposition  to 
denghters.  She  complained  of  being  very  laugh  without  cause :  she  had  not  the 
■enrolls,  from  seeing  so  many  persons,  and  unmeaning  laugh  and  titter  of  those  who 
hafing  to  answer  so  many  questions  as  to  are  weak  in  mind.  The  statements  she 
her  state  of  mind.  She  said  that  Dr.  made  I  believe  to  be  true,  believing  her  to 
Hadam  bad  frightened  her  very  much,  by  be  a  reasonable  creature,  aud  that  she 
lelliog  her  be  was  a  mad -doctor.  On  ask-  would  not  deceive  me.  I  do  not  believe 
iag  ber  how  she  became  so  defecll»*e  in  her  that  her  governess  had  fallen  upon  the 
arithmetic,  she  said  that  her  grandfather  proper  mode  of  instructing  her,  and  /  would 
waa  rery  fond  of  her,  and  indulged  her  too  undertake  in  six  months  to  teach  her  arithmetic 
nmcb,  and  would  never  allow  her  to  be  and  the  use  of  money.  She  has  begun  to 
leaied  about  it.  She  said  she  could  read  think  now,  and  her  n  ind  is  more  opened 
Piencb,  and  '*  Telemachus,"  fluently,  than  it  was  a  year  ago,  an^  1  think  if  pains 
Talkiogof  her  trip  to  Gretna-Green,  it  was  were  taken  with  her,  she  might  be  in- 
a  foolish  thing,  she  said,  but  you  know  structed.  Such  a  communication  as  she 
one  reads  such  things  in  novels ;  but  1  am  is  represented  to  have  made  to  Captain 
■ore  1  would  not  have  done  so  if  1  thought  Kelly  was  very  indecent  and  strange,  but 
there  would  have  been  all  this  trouble  about  in  my  opinion  not  inconsistent  with  sanity. 
it.  After  some  further  conversation,  she  I  think  that  late  occurrences,  coupled  wiih 
asked  me.  What  do  yon  think  of  my  ca-  the  repeated  conversations  with  the  medi- 
pacity  ?  I  tolc*  her  that  1  considered  her  cal  men  on  these  indelicate  subjects,  have 
Co  be  very  defici?nt  in  her  arithmetic,  but  so  lessened  her  sense  of  modesty,  as  to 
that  1  did  not  think  her  possessed  of  less  account  for  it.  A  deficiency  of  education 
ietne  than  many  young  ladies  of  her  own  will  account  for  all  the  appearances  ob- 
Bge.  She  asked  me  if  I  thought  she  had  served  in  Miss  Bagster.  Her  incjmpeteney 
as  mocb  capacity  as  was  necessary  ?  I  to  manage  her  ajfairs  aiises,  not  from  un- 
«id  I  thought  she  had.  Speaking  of  her  soundness  of  mindy  hut  from  ignorance, 
Ibrtnne.  she  said  her  mother  never  let  her  She  is  capable  of  instruction,  so  as  to  be 
bare  any  money— not  eveu  a  penny  to  give  able  to  manage  her  affairs.  The  indulgence 
to  a  beggar ;  and  that  she  had  no  oppor-  of  her  grandfather,  the  conduct  of  her 
Canity  of  knowing  the  value  of  money,  mother  towards  her,  and  the  frequent 
After  this,  she  asked  a  great  many  quea-  change  of  her  teachers,  were  calculated  to 
tiona  about  the  law  proceedings  which  produce  the  results  which  we  see.  I  hold 
were  about  to  take  place  ;  and,  finally,  her  to  be  a  responsible  agent.  She  has  this 
withoiit  any  question,  said,  '  I  have  been  proof  of  soundness  of  mind,  that  she  is  sen- 
rery  riolent,  and  passionate,  and  unduUful  sihle  of  the  deficiencies  under  which  she 
to  m  J  mother,  for  I  have  sometimes  pulled  labours ;  one  test  of  non-insanity  is  a  con- 
Mid  dapt  her,  and  lam  very  sensible  of  sciousness  of  deficiency." 
the  impropriety  of  my  conduct.'  .My  Such  evidence  as  this  is  highly  satisfac- 
tbird  risit  was  a  very  short  one.  I  ex-  torY,consisting,  as  it  does,  ofa  body  offsets 
amiued  ber  again  upon  figures :  she  put  and  opinions  collected  in  an  honest 
down  the  first  four  figures  under  each  other,  straightforward  manner,  without  any  de- 
and  In  a  little  time  made  out  ten.  She  com-  ception  practised  on  the  alleged  imbecile. 
plained  of  being  unwell,  from  the  effect  of  We  find  it  confirmed,  too,  by  the  evidence 
aering  so  many  doctors.  At  my  last  visit  I  of  Miss  Bagster  herself  before  the  Commis* 
nidjBOiryooaremarriedybowdoyoathiiik  aloiufs,  which  it  extremely  well  worth 
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pern^ing.  and  very  remarkable,  considering  a  family?     Wbeo   properly  inlrMlri,! 

the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  fn^en.  think  she  would  be:  1  mean  to  ataH  *< 

But  I  must  not  conclude  my  notice  of  when  certain  defects   hare  been  ioyffal^ 

this  case  without  quoting  some  passages  she  would  be  as  capable  to  coodaet  ki 

from  Dr.  Haslam's  evidence.    The  Doctor  affairs  as  any  other  woman.     DofN» 

has  long  professed  to  be  a  master  of  e?i-  derstand  that  with  the  ezceptkm  tf  ka 

dencc,  and  of  the  conduct  beOtting  a  wit-  defects  in  education ,  she  ia  compcMtfe 

ness  when  placed  in  the  box;  yet  somehow  the  ordinary  affkirs   of  life?      Ida.  Dl 

it  has  frequently  befallen  himself  to  be  be-  you  think  that  a  part  of  her  diadUEtii 

traycd  into  extravagances,  and  unseemly  might  be  removed  by  educatioo?    !■ 

sparring  with  counsel.     lu  the  following  persuaded  of  it.     Supposing  she  was  tii^ 

extracU,  which  bear  more  immediately  on  in  the  best  manner,   and  by  the  dUrt 

the  questitm  under  consideration,  will  be  masters,  what  length   of   time  woiU  ii 

obsenred  one  or  two  passages  which  may  ^y^^  p    Yoq  must  state  the  qnaati^  rf 

serre  to  point  out  certain   things  which  learning  to  be  obtained  ;  she  is  particdMir 

ought  to  be  carefully  aroided  in  giring  deficient  in  arithmetic.     And  what  cteb 

eridence  before  courts  of  justice.  ^y^  deficient  in?     Music.    Those  q«ii- 

Dr.  Haslam  r isited  Miss  Bagster  thnce.  ^^^^^^  ^  j^^^  necessary  to  enable  lwr« 

On  the  first  occasion  the  conjcrsaUon  was  ni^age  the  affoirs  of  life  ?     They  aie  c» 

?ery  general ;  on  the  »ccond,  Dr.  H.  an-  ^„i    „^t  essential.     How  often  hmjm 

nounced  that  he  was  a"  mad  doctor,"  and  j^^^  evidence  before   commissioMfS  rf 

rendered  the  lady  rery  nervous ;  she  shed  f„         and  a  jury  ?     I  cannot  tell ;  I  Mi 

tears   &c.    "  At  my  next  visit,  contmued  ^^^^'^    Have  you  any  notion  ?     Noliosk 

the   Dr.,    I  opened  a    Prayer-book,   and  ^^^y^  ^(^^  knowledge,   and  I  Wl 

desired    her  to    read    the  seventh  com-  ^^^^    Hare  you  any  idea  ?     An  kksiii 

mandmeot,     which    she    did     correctly,  ^jj,,^,  perception,   and  a  direct  RCoDec 

Do  you   know,  I  said,  what  is  meant  by  ^^^^^^   Have  yon  any  belief  ?  I  caaBOtaf 

committing  adultery?     Her  answer  was,  ^j^^^  ,  have  any  belief ,  for  that  Is  a  dims 

when  persons  are  mamcd  they  shaU  not  recollection.    Can  you.  from  any  facd^  sT 

hare  any  thing  to  do  with  any  other  man  ^^^^^  give  informaUon  oi  the  sab- 

than  their  own  husband.    Of  her  own  ac-  j^^.^  >     f^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ,  „^^  ^^ 

cord  she  lamented  her  deficiency  in  arith-  evidence  on  a  commission   of  lunacy ;  bst 

metic,  and  her  ignorance  of  the  value  of  ^^^^  j  ^„  fi^sj  examined,  or  how  mack 

money.     I  then  said  to  her,   Do  you  think  ^^^  i,„  intervened  since,  Tcannot  tdl. 

you  could  soon   acquire  it  under  proper  ,   j.j  ^^   ^-^^^  j^-^   Bagster  to  repeal 

tuition?     She  took  up  those  words-Ices;  arithmetical  questions,  because  she  toM  me 

under  proper  tuition,  being  allowed  to  have  ^^^  ^„g^  nothing   about     them.      I  did 

money  and  keep  accounU,  I  have  no  doubt  ^^       ^j^gre  to  puzzle  her,  though  I  could 

I  could    Icnrn    like  other    persons:    my  ^^^f    ^^^^  jonc  that   with   manyotben 

grandfather  was  so  fond   of  me  that  he  i>esides.     She  is  competent  to  learn  arith- 

would  not  allow  the  teachers  to  snub  me  ^g^j^.^  ^ut  she  has  not  been  allowed  tke 

for    neglecting  my  lessons.     From   these  materials— I  mean  money,  the  great  soonJe 

three  interviews  I  am  able  to  form  a  cor-  ^f  ^^^  arithmetic." 

rcct  opinion  of  her  state  of  mind.    She  is  i  jja^e  already  mentioned  what  was  the 

not  a  lunatic,  she  is  not  an  idiot,  nor  is  she  i^^^  ^f  ^^  inquiry— a  verdict  of  unsoand. 

of  unsound  mind.  ness  of  mind,  and  incompetency  to  the 

"  Mr.  PolUk:  Is  she  of  touud  mind  ?—  management  of  her  affairs.  It  was  cer- 
I  never  saw  any  human  being  who  was  of  tainlv  a  popular  findinfl:,  for  had  the  ver- 
sound  mind.  That  is  no  answer  to  my  jjct  'been  otherwise  — had  Miss  Bagiter 
question  :  is  she  of  sound  mind  ?  I  pre-  been  found  of  competent  understanding— 
Buiue  the  Deity  b  of  sound  mind,  and  he  ber  person  and  property  would  have  re- 
alone.  Is  that  your  answer,  sir  ?  1  pre-  mained  at  the  disposal  of  the  party  who 
sume  that  the  Deity  alone  is  of  sound  had  clandestinely  contrived  the  marrisge. 
mind.  How  many  years  have  you  been  a  Doubt,  however,  may  still  be  reasonably 
mad-doctor  ?  About  forty.  Where  did  entertained,  whether  the  verdict  was  cor- 
you  learn  that  the  Deity  was  of  sound  rect,  or  in  strict  accordance  with  troth  and 
mind?     From   my  own  reflections  during  justice. 

the  last  fourteen  years,  aad  from  repeated  Before  I  quit  the  subject,  I  ought  to 
conversations  with  the  best  divines  in  the  mention  that  yon  may  see  one  or  two  ex- 
country.  Is  Miss  Bagster  of  sound  mind  ?  cellent  cases  in  Dr.  Abercrombie's  book 
Competently  sound.  Is  she  capable  of  on  the  lotcllectual  Powers,  in  which  the 
managing  herself  and  her  affairs?  I  do  money  and  number  test  was jadidoosly 
not  know  what  affairs  she  has  to  manage,  employed  in  *' cognoscing"  imbeciles. 
Is  she  competent  to  act  as  the  mistress  of  Demi\mheclU%,'--OMaL  describes  a  cbtfi 
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li  «nfbiluiiates  whom  he  considen  as  irre-  charged  with  destroying  her  infant  child 
qpmaible^  altboagh  they  fteqnently  be-  bj  drowning.  She  was  in  the  end  suffered 
••Be  objects  of  punishment  before  the  cri-  to  go  at.  large,  untried. 
■isal  tribunals.  They  are  demi-imbeciUi,  The  question  of  dumbness  must  be  de- 
be  aays,  of  ?ery  limited  mental  power,  and  termined  by  a  jury  before  it  can  be  ad- 
WMUt  imperfectly  acquainted  with  those  mitted  as  a  plea  for  declining  trial.     If  it 

Ct   truths    on  which  spcial  order   is  be  proved  malicious  and  pretended,  the 

d.    Among  the  lower  classes,  these  plea  of  <'  not  guilty"  is  to  be  entered,  and 

persons  may  find  a  variety  of  occupations,  the  trial  proceeded  with.    Formerly  the 

which   require  no  particular  talent  for  obstinate  pretender  was  forced  to  plead  by 

■ambining  ideas ;  some  of  them  even  learn  whipcord  bound  round  his  thumbs :  one 

klmple   trades.     Though   they  may  not  form  of  the  "  thumb  torture." 

Mia   as   wholly   imbecile   among    their  The  matter  has  long  since  been  put  be- 

B^puda,  they  are  looked  upon  as  singular  yond  a  question,that  where  proper  methods 

keiiigt — simpletons— and   are   made    the  of  education,  like  those  of  Uie  Abbe  Sicard 

^■bject  of  a  thousand  tricks  and  jokes,  and  others,  have  been  applied  to  the  d^ 

Many  of  these  individuals,  not  being  re-  and  dumb,  they  are  capable  of  being  ren- 

0liained  by  any  principle,  are  given  to  dered  intelligent  and  virtuous  memMrs  of 

4rjnk,  laziness,  or  debauchery ;  and  more  society ;  and  individuals  of  Uiis  class  have 

•f  than  probably  fall  into  the  hands  of  even  evinced  powers  of  mind  remarkable 

Jastlce  than  the  public  are  generally  aware  for  acuteness  and  sagacity.    But,  on  the 

of.    They  are  dexterous  in  thieving,  and  other  hand,  when  such  beings  have  been 

•re  thouffht  to  be  venr  cunning:  on  leaving  neglected,  their  uncultivated  minds  have 

prison  they  begin  their  old  trade  afresh,  sometimes  rendered  them  a  curse  to  their 

•ad  are  thus  accounted  inveterate  culprits,  fellow  creatures:   they  have  indulged  in 

They   are  sometimes  violent,  passionate,  every  vice  within  their  reach,  and  have  not 

committing  homicide  or  arson  upon  the  hesitated  to  commit  violence  when  it  seem- 

Icmat  provocation :   those,  too,  who  have  ed  necessary  to  enable  them  to  attain  their 

strong  sexual  propensities,  are  easily  be-  purpose.      Such    persons   are    obviously 

.ttmred  into  outrages  on  modesty.   "  1  have  imbecile,  and  cannot  be  held  accountable 

hmi  occasion  to  notice  several  individuals  for  their  actions.    The  difficulty  in  dis- 

€€  this  descripCion  in  our  prisons,  who  posing  of  them  when  they  come  before  the 

ivcre  pronounced  reasonable  and  respon-  legal    tribunals,  consists  in  ascertaininff 

•ible,  yet  whose  demi-imbecility  was  to  me  the  extent  of  their  mental  culture,  and 

qoite  manifest"  a|>ove  all,  to  determine  whether  they  do 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  many  of  the  young  not  dissemble  their  attainments  in  respect 

desperadoes  who  figure  frequently  before  to  education.    Experienced  persons  must 

onr  police  magistrates,  and  are  as  often  be  entrusted  with  this  inquiry;   and  by 

sent  to  the  treeidmill  or  solitary  confine-  such    means  many  desperate    impostors 

ment,  are   of  this  description  of  demi-  have  been  detected,  as  we  shall  hereafter 

Imbecile.    Our  magistrates,  however  deep  have  occasion  to  notice  more  particularly 

observers  of  character,  are  generally  not  when  treating  of  feigned  and  dissembled 

gifted    with    a   discrimination    whereby  states. 

nicely  to  distinguish  between  the  respon-  Crettntim.— I  cannot  close  this  sketch  of 

mble  and  irresponsible;  nor  in  the  pressure  imbecility  without  reading  for  you   Du 

of  business  have  they  the  needful  leisure  Abercrombie's  account  of  the  modifications 

for  such  distinctions.  of  intellect  found  among  the  Cretins  of 

Dmfand  dumb  ttate, — Ton  will  recollect  the  Vallais.    It  shows  very  distinct  grada- 

that  when  stating  the  legal  distinctions  tions  of  deficiency    in    connexion  with 

napecting  unsoundness  of  mind,  I  men-  bodily  disease. 

tlooed  that  the  person  who  was  bom  deaf,  «  These  singular  beings  are  usually  di- 

damb,  and  blind,  was  held  in  the  rank  of  Tided  into  three  classes,  which  receive  the 

an  idiot,  being  precluded  from  the  prin-  names  of  cretins,  semi-cretins,  and  cretins 

dpal  ideas  of  sensation,  the  foundation  of  of  the  third  degree.    The  first  of  these 

all  knowledge.    An  individual  who  is  deaf  classes,  or  perfect  cretins,  are,  in  point  of 

and  dumb,  however,  is  recognised  as  re-  intellect,  scarcely  removed  above  mere  ani- 

sponsible  when  there  is  evidenoe  of  his  mal  life.     Man?  of  them  cannot  speak, 

oaing  able  to  comprehend  the  difference  and  are  only  so  rar  sensible  of  the  common 

between  right  and  wrong,  and  may  be  put  calls  of  nature  as  to  go,  when  excited  by 

on  his  trial,  if  he  can  be  made  to  under-  hunger,  to  places  where  they  have  been 

atand  the  nature  of  pleading  guilty  or  not  accustomed  to  receive  their  food.     The 

gnilty.    In  Dr.  Beck's  ElemenU  yon  will  rest  of  their  time  is  spent,  either  in  bask- 

aee   a   full    account  of  the  proceedings  ing  in  the  sun,  or  sitting  by  the  fire,  with- 

adopted  some  years  ago  in  one  of  the  cri-  out  any  tilice  of  intelligence.    The  next 

miaal  courts  of  Scotland,  for  putting  a  class,  or  semi-cretins,  show  a  higher  degree 

deaf  and   domb   woman  on   her   trial,  of  intelligence ;  they  remembw  common 
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erents,  understand  what  is  said  to  them,  lar  power  li  Avqnditly  tncicaaed :  tbewh 

and  express  themselves  in  an  intellif^ible  a  stronff  disporitia»  to  act  flrom  Ae  fm. 

manner  on  the    most  common  subjects,  poise  of  the  moment ;  and  exaeeihatioM 

They  are  tanght  to  repeat  prayers,  bat  of  excitement,  giving  rite  to  ftts  of  fair, 

scarcely  appear  to  annex  any  meaning  to  are  frequent, 
the  words  they  employ ;  and  they  cannot        But    there   are    shadea    and 

he  taui^ht  toreadorwrite,  or  even  tonum.  among  maniacs;  they  do  not  all  U 

her  their  fingers.    The  cretins  of  the- third  under  penrersion  of  all  the  senses;  i 

decree  learn  to  read  and  write,  though  times  but  one,  sometimes  two,  or  tbree,  or 

with  rery  little  nndentanding  of  what  fonr,  of  the  senses  are  inrolred.    Poweraf 

they  read,  except  on  the  mont  common  comparison  is  more  or  lesa  wanting,  ae- 

topics.     But  they  are  acutely  alire  to  their  cording  to  the   degree    of   defldcncy  9t 

own    interest,    and   extremely   litigionsi  attention  and  memory. 
I'hey  are  without  prudence  or  discretion        Mania  has,  la  fact,    been   snbdividedi 

in  the  direction  of  their  affairs,  and  the  into  three  species: —  1.  Where  there  is 

regulation  of  their  conduct ;  yet  obstinate,  the  greatest  confusion  of  the  iatdlcctail 

and  unwilling  to  be  adrised.    Their  me*  powen ;   the  ideas  erroneoas,  rapid,  ud 

mory  is  good  as  to  what  they  have  seen  or  incoherent ;    illnslons  and  hallndnatiow 

heard,  and  thev  learn  to  imitate  what  they  preralent,  with  a  tendency  to  be  readily 

have   obferved   in   various  arts,  as  ma-  excited  to  fury.    The  maniac  recogDins 

chinery,  painting,  sculpture,  and  arehi.  nothing  around  him;  criea  aloud,  sinn, 

tecture;  but  it  is  mere  imitation  without  and  is  constantly  in  motion;    foivets  the 

invention.    Some  of  them  learn  music  in  firet  wants  of  nature,  and  scema  diestiiatt 

the  same  manner;   and  others  attempt  of  all    feeling    of  cold,    heat,  or  pais, 

poetry  of  the  lowest  kind,  distinguished  by  3.   In  the  second  species  the  maniac  is 

mere 'rhyme.     It  is  said  that  none  of  them  in  a  state  of  disturbance,  bat  not  to  lodi 

can  be  taught  arithmetic,  but  I  do  not  a  degree  as  to  lie  incapable  of  IwTing  his 

know  whether  this  has  been  ascertained  to  attention  fixed;   his  answers  are  corrrct 

be  invariably  true  ;  there  is  no  duubt  that  and  to  the  point,  but  short.    More  lengtb- 

it  is  a  very  general  peculiarity."  ened  conversation  discoTcre  the  natnrv  of 

his  derangement :    all  his  thonghts  are 

^'*in^'  observed  to  be  extravagant ;   he  langfas, 

The  essential  character  of  this  form  of  sings,  becomes  excited,  and  readilv  flies 

derangement  (wc  have  now  disposed  of  the  into  fhry.    3.  In  the  third  kind  we  hare  a 

forms  of  deficicncv)  is  a  general  confusion  sort  of  *'*  reasoning  madness,"  as  some  bare 

and  incoherence  ot  ideas,  succeeding  each  erroneously  described  it     The  individual 

other  with  a  morbid  rapidity,  and  without  talks,  writes,  judges,  and  appears  to  reason ; 

any  apparent  connexion.   The  perceptions  whilc,by  a  singular  contrast,he  commits  the 

are    erroneous.      Many  maniacs  mistake  most  obviously  extravagant  or  ontngeons 

their  relations  and  friends  for  strangen  actions,  yet  afways  finding  some  plausible 

and  enemies :' they  suppose  a  window  a  plea  tojustify  his  proceedings.  Periiapsone 

door,  and  thus  precipitate  themselves  into  of  the  best  examples  of  this  species  maybe 

the  street.     These  arc  illusions  affecting  the  found  in  the  well-known  case  of  a  Scotch 

senses;    they  have  hallucinations  fAtOj  or  clergyman, which  is  thus  concisely  related 

perceptions  of  the  imagination,' without  and  commented  upon  by  Dr.  A bererombie: 
corresponding  external  objects.    They  see        «  A  clergyman  in  Scotland,  after  Aow. 

multitudes  of  objects  which  do  not  exist,  ing  various  extravagances  of  conduct,  was 

They  hear  voices  addressing  them,  and  brought  before  a  jury  to  be  cognosced ; 

frequently  prompting  to  the  perpetration  that  is,  by  a  form  of  Scotoh  law,  to  be 

of  some  crime.    They  are  subject  to  vio-  declared  incanable  of  managing  his  own 

lent  passion,  contempt,  suspicion,  anger,  affairs,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  trus- 

and   hatred  ;    permanent  hallucinations,  tees.      Among  the  acts  of  extravagance 

however,  are  rare :   the  attention  cannot  alleged  against  him  was,  that  he  had  burnt 

be  fixed,  the  memory  is  greatly  disturbed,  his  library.    When  he  was  asked  by  the 

and  consciousness  of  existence  seems  lost,  jury  what  account  he  could  give  of  this 

The  sense  of  taste  is  frequently  perverted,  part  of  his  conduct,  he  replied  in  the  fol- 

and  maniacs  often  refuse  wholesome  food,  lowing  terms: — <  In  the  early  part  of  my 

preferring  offal  or  any  kind  of  garbage,  life  I  had  imbibed  a  liking  for  a  most  un- 

From  the  quick  succession  of  their  ideas,  profitable  study,  namely,  controvenisJ  di- 

those  who  are  given  to  talk  have  a  most  vinity.    On  reviewing  my  library,  I  found 

plentiful  volubility  of  words,  and  those  a  great  part  of  it  to  consist  of  books  of 

who  can  still  write  produce  compositions  this  description;  and  I  was  so  anxious 

of  enormons  length  in  a  very  limited  space  that  my  family  should  not  be  led  to  follow 

of  time.     Their  powers  of  volition  are  the  same  pursuit,  that  I  determined  to 

yague  and  unsteady,  and  there  is  an  irre-  bum    the   whole.*      He    gaye    answers 

sistiblc  tendency  to  motion.    The  muscn-  equally  plansible  to  questions  which  were 
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fat  to  him  reflpccting  other  parts  of  his  times  a  dark  red,  the  features  being  father- 

eoodoot.    [Among  other  strange  acts,  he  ed  up  and  motionless ;  sometimes  the  tint 

dlag  op  and  destroyed  a  fine  orchard,  bat  is  sallow.    Ideas  of  terror,  distrust,  sospi. 

pleaded  that  digging  was  good  for  his  cion,  and  gloominess,  prevail ;  hallucina- 

nealth,  and  that  he  preferred  a  garden  to  tions  are  frequent :  the  patient  seeks  to  be 

•B  orchard.]    The  resnlt   was,  that  jthe  alone,  aroids  exercise,  talks  but  little ;  all 

jory  found  no  sufficient  ground  for  cog«  the  bodily  functions  proceed  heavily. 

BOBcing  him ;  but,  in  the  course  of  a  fort<  In  that  form  which  is  markbd  by  gaiety 

Dight  from  that  time,  he  was  in  a  state  of  or  cheerfulness,  the  chaeromania  of  Esqui< 

decided  mania.  rol,  the  countenance  is  animated,  and  the 

*'  It  iii,  therefore,  incorrect  (continues  eyes  often  brilliant;  the  patients  are  full 
"Dr.  Abercrombie)  to  s&y  of  insanity,  as  oV  activity,  bold,  pethlant,  noisy,  boast- 
has  been  said,  that  the  maniac  reasons  ing;  and  their  functions  are  carried  on  as 
correctly  upon  unsound  data.  His  data  in  health.  Thev  often  fancy  themselves 
may  be  unsound,  that  is,  they  may  con*  maitnificent,  rich,  and  prosperous,  great 
rist  of  a  mental  image  which  is  purely  kings,  princes,  and  ministers :  sometimes 
WlaioDary,  as  in  the  state  of  perfect  mania  they  personate  the  Deity  himself:  some 
lately  referred  to;  but  this  is  by  no  means  are  poets,  orators,  or  great  discoverers. 
nacessary  to  constitute  the  disease;  for  his  Some  again  are  victims  to  the  passion  of 
fifiemises  may  be  sound,  though  he  distorts  love,  and  are  carried  away  by  correspond* 
them  in  the  results  which  he  deduces  from  ing  illusions.  Hallucinations  also  are 
them.  This  was  remarkably  the  case  in  frequent  with  them. 
the  clergyman  now  mentioned.  His  pre-  From  this  description  of  monomania  it 
niaes  were  sonnd  and  consistent,  namely,  must  be  perceived  that  the  variety  of 
hia  opinion  of  the  unprofitable  nature  of  which  it  is  susceptible  is  indefinite,  and 
the  study  of  controversial  divinity,  and  accordingly  there  are  frequently  met  with 
his  anxiety  that  his  family  should  not  pro-  examples  of  the  most  novel  and  extraor- 
aecute  it.  His  insanity  consisted  in  the  dinary  kind.  It  is  worth  observing  also, 
impid  and  partial  view  which  he  took  of  that  the  predominant  ideas  often  shift  and 
the  means  for  accomplishing  his  purpose,  change  in  the  same  individual ;  he  labonrs 
^baniing  his  whole  library.  Had  he  under  a  succession  of  delusions,  each  pre- 
aold  his  library, or  that  part  of  it  which  con-  vailing  for  a  time. 

aisted  of  controversial  divinity,  the  mea.  A  very  curious  instance  of  derangement 

•ore  would  have  been  in  correct  relation  of  this  kind  is  displayed  in  the  following 

to  the  object  which  he  had  in  view ;  and  case,  which  will  also  serve  to  shew  in 

if  we  suppose  that,  in  going  over  his  li.  what  a  condition  of  mind  a  jury  may  be 

brary,  he  had  met  with  some  books  of  an  disposed    to  consider  a    person    capable 

immoral  tendency, — to  have  burnt  these,  of  performing  a  valid  or  legal  act.    There 

to    prevent  them    from  falling  into  the  is  alsj  involved  in  it  the  question  of  a 

hands  of  any  individual,  would  have  been  lucid  interval,  one  of  much  importance  in 

the  act  both  of  a  wise  and  a  virtuous  man.  legal  medicine,  which  will  have  to  be 

Bat  to  bum  his  whole  library,  to  prevent  noticed  more  particularly  hereafter. 

hia    family  from    studying    controversial  In  the  sittings  at  I^isi  Prius  in  the 

divinity,  was  the  suggestion  of  insanity ;  King's  Bench,  in  1809,  an  action  on  an 

distorting  entirely  the    true    relation   of  annuity    bond  was    brought  by  a  Miss 

things,  and  carrying   an  impression,  in  Faulder  against  the  executors  and  heir  of 

itaelf  correct,  into  consequences  which  it  Thomas  Clerk  Jervoice :    the  defence  was 

in  no  degree  warranted."  lunacy  of  the  obligor.    The  young  lady 

had  been  the  mistress  of  Mr.  Jervoice  from 

Monomania,  the  age  of  eighteen,  cohabiting  with  him 

That  form  of  derangement  first  distin-  for  twelve  years,  and  conducting  herself 

guished  by  Esquirol  with  the  appropriate  throughout  with  singular  propriety,  and 

appellation  of  monomania,  is  characterized  paying  every  possible  attention  to  his  wel. 

1^  a  delusion  relating  to  a  small  number  fare.    When  he  executed  the  bond  in  her 

of  predominant  and  exclusive  ideas,  the  favour,  he-  did  it  with  peculiar  caution, 

judgment  being  often  sufficiently  sound  on  and  tbe  preparers  of  the  instruments  and 

overy  other  subject    In  monomania  the  the  attesting  witnesses  bore  strong  testi- 

attention  is  generally  fixed  on  the  predo.  monv  to  his  competency  for  tbe  act.    The 

Vinant  wrong  ideas,  while  in  mania  there  bond  bore  date  1808.    The  following  facts 

is  SQch  an  incoherence  and  diversity  of  were  adduced  in  evidence  by  the  defend- 

ideas.and  actions,  as  to  show  that  the  pa-  ants.     The  lunatic,  on  the  death  of  his 

tient  thinks  and  acts  at  random.  grandmother  in  the  year  1802,  became  pos- 

In    monomania  with    depression,  the  sessed  of  an  estate  in  Hampshire,  whither 

wulaneholia  of  the  old  writers,  or  lypemania  he  immediately  repaired,  and  whilst  tbe 

of  £sqairol,  the  expression. of  the  counte-  corpse  was  yet  unburied,  pulled  down  tlie 

nance  is  anxious;  the  compiej^ion  is  some-  chimneys   and  levelled  the  walls  of  the 
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mansioD,   himself  living  in  a  mmrqaee,  turning  on  caitonwat  erected,  to  Mm  ai 

sleeping  in  e  stable  or  a  summer  house,  a  crane,  for  the  purpose  of  nusinghiscv- 

andcoukinghis  victuals  with  bis  own  hands  riage  into  .his  chamber  windows.    Wii- 

nnder  a  tree  in  a  favourite  vessel,  which  he  dows  were  frequently  converted  intodosti, 

called  his  eoryuror.    The  carriage  of  his  and  the  doors  blocked  up.     At  length  be 

grandmother  was  painted  black,  by  his  conceived  an  aversion  to  the  presence  sf 

directions,  and  exposed  for  sale  under  the  servants;  and,  to  obviate  their  attendanee, 

name  of  Blai-k  Jack.    Upon  the  death  of  caused  the  door  leading  to  his  chanbcr 

his  father,  he  came  into  the  pouession  of  from  below  to  be  cut  in  two,  so  as  to  ktm 

the  family  estate  and  residence,  situated  a  bar,  over  which  his  domestics  were  neicr 

at  West  Uromwich,  in  Staffordshire,  wbi-  allowed    to    pass;    but  they  placed  hit 

ther  he  repaired,  and  made  a  bonfire  of  all  victuals  on  a  table  in  the  insid^  conaeet 

the  furniture,  himself  superintending  the  ed  bv  a  rope  and  pulleys  with  that  sa 

conflagration.    It  was  his  practice  to  ride  which   he  was  sitting,  and  thus  were  hii 

about  the  country  on  a  jackass,  dressed  in  -victuals  conveyed  to  him. 

a  white  hat,  blue  trowsers,  red  morocco  He  was  confined  in  a  madhouse  ontbs 

slippers,  with  a  flannel  shirt  next  his  skin,  2d  of  Jannanr,  1609,  where  be  continoed 

and  over  that  a  white  linen  shirt,  without  to  the  day  of  his  death.     Lord  EUenbe- 

either  coat  or  waistcoat,  wearing  sometimes  rough  obierved  to  the  jury,  that  although 

a  waggoner's  frock.    His  usual  places  of  the  inquisition  which  found  Mr.  Jervoiee a 

residence    were    tents,    stable-yards,    or  lunatic  during  the  period  when  the  instra- 

coach-houses,  where  he  cooked  his  victuals,  ments  in  auestion  were  executed,  was  evi- 

and  even  shaved  himself,  in  his  beloved  dence  of  nis  insanity,  yet  that  such  evi. 

ro/f;iiror,occasionally  sleeping  on  the  boards  dence  was  presumptive  only,  notconcia. 

of  a  parlour,  or  the  stones  of  a  hall.  Much  sive ;  and  if  they  should  be  of  opiniMi, 

of  his  time  was  spent  in  travelling — his  that  when  he  granted  the  annuity  he  hsd 

carriage  being  always  filled  with  pots,  such  possession  of  his  intellects  as  rendered 

Iians,  silver  plates,  old  china,  a  bunch  of  him  perfectly  aware  what  he  was  doia^ 
arge  keys, picklocks  to  the  number  of  one  and  in  making  such  a  disposition  of  bn 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  his  in«eparable  property  had  followed  the  dictates  of  hii 
conjuror,  A  carriage  which  he  once  made  mind  when  fully  possessed  of  reason,  their 
use  of  was  unpainted,  until  a  sudden  freak  verdict  should  be  in  favour  of  the  annuity ; 
induced  him  to  order  three  female  do-  provided,  on  the  contrary,  they  beliem 
mestics  to  paint  it  on  a  Snnday,  and  then  him  to  have  been,  during  the  whole  period 
he  rode  out  in  it,  the  paint  being  wet  covered  by  the  inquisition,  in  a  state  of 
Fishwomen  were  frequently  called  to  him  decided  insanity  without  any  lucid  inter, 
as  they  were  passing  by,  whose  fish  he  val,  the  defendants  were  entitled  to  a  ver> 
purchased,  and  whom  he  employed  in  diet— Verdict  for  plaintiff*, 
mending  the  lining  of  his  carriages  with  There  is  sometimes  considerable  diffi- 
the  peticoats  of  his  maid -servants.  His  colty  in  detecting  monomania,  when  the 
female  domestics,  particularly  a  woman  of  particular  subject  on  which  the  miod 
the  name  of  Elizabeth  Savage,  whom  he  is  deluded  is  not  immediately  known,  or 
picked  up  at  Birmingham,  were  the  com-  does  not  happen  to  be  accidentally  touched 
pan  ions  of  his  journeys;  and  he  would  fre-  upon.  Lord  Erskine,  when  acting  as 
quently  stop  at  night  on  the  high  roads,  counsel  for  Hatfield,  who  shot  at  the  King 
making  tea  and  cooking  his  victuals ;  on  in  Drury-lane  Theatre,  related  the  follow- 
one  occasion  he  performed  the  process  of  ing  interesting  anecdotes,  which  had  been 
cooking  at  midnight  on  Bngsbot  Heath,  told  him  by  Lord  Mansfield, 
with  numerous  candles  burning  around  ''A  man  of  the  name  of  Wood  indicted 
him,  to  the  no  small  surprise  and  enter-  Dr.  Alonro  for  keeping  him  as  a  prisoner 
tainmcnt  of  travellers.  Staircases  became  when  he  was  sane.  He  underwent  the 
the  objects  of  his  aversion,  for  he  thought  most  severe  examination  by  the  defendant's 
them  unsightly  things;  and  caused  the  counsel  without  exposing  his  complaint; 
staircase  of  his  house  at  Egham  to  be  but  Dr.  Battye  having  come  opim  the 
taken  down,  substituting  a  ladder  in  its  bench  by  me,  and  having  desired  me  to 
stead ;  passages  were  moreover  cut  through  ask  him  what  was  become  of  the  Princess 
the  ceilings,  through  which  his  servants  whom  he  had  corresponded  with  in  cherry- 
were  sometimes  obliged  to  raise  themselves  juice,  he  showed  in  a  mon^ent  what  he 
into  their  chambers  by  ropes  and  pullies  :  was.  He  answered,  that  there  was  nothing 
himself  occasionally  sleeping  on  the  boards  at  all  in  that,  because,  having  been  (as 
of  the  ground-floor.  To  his  own  chamber  every  bodv  knew)  imprisoned  in  a  high 
(when  he  made  use  of  one)  he  clambered  tower,  ana  being  debarred  the  nse  of  ink, 
by  means  of  a  chest  of  drawers  filled  with  he  had  no  other  means  of  correspondence 
large  uuils  drawn  out  progressively  like  but  by  writing  his  letters  in  cherry -juice, 
steps,  from  the  top  of  which  he  ascended  .. 
by  ropes.    In  one  of  his  houses  a  staircase  *  Law  Magaslnc,  No.  Vir. 
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^aod  throwinff  them'  into  the  ri?er  which  heen  trinrnphing  OTor  erery  attempt  to 

nurronnded  the  tower,  where  the  Princess  rarprise  him  in  the  concealment  of  his 

i«cei?ed  them  in  a  boat    There  existed,  of  disease.    I  then  affected  to  lament  the  in- 

eourae,  no  tower,  no  imprisonment,  no  decencjr  of  mv  ignorant  examination,  when 

writing  in  cherrv-juice,  no  river,  no  boat ;  he  expressed  his  forgiveness,  and  said,  with 

bot  the  whole  the  inveterate  phantom  of  the  utmost  gravity  and  emphasis,  in  the 

a  morbid    imagination.      I  immediately  face  of  the  whole  court,  <  lam  the  Christ;' 

fi>Btinued  Lord  Mansfield)  directed  Dr.  and  so  the  cause  ended." 
onro   to  be  acquitted;    but  this  man, 

Wood,  being  a  merchant  in  Philpot-laue,     

and  having  been  carried  through  the  city 

in  his  way  to  the  mad.house,   indicted 

I>r.  Monro  over  again,  for  the  trespass  and  POWERS  ON  WHICH  THE  FUNC- 

imprisonment  in   London,  knowing  that  tIONS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  MORE 

lie  had  lost  his  cause  by  speakinsr  of  the  *  *«  x«i-rA»M 

Princess  at  Westminstw ;  W  such  (said  PERFECT  ANIMALS  DEPEND, 

Xord  Mansfield)  is  the  extraordinary  sub.  amd  on  thb 

tlety  and  cunninff  of  madmen,  that  when  .. 

be  Was  cross-exaSiined  on  the  trial  in  Lon-  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^hich  thbt  are  associated 

don,  as  he  had  soccessfally  been  before,  in  ^"^  "^^^  prodoction  of  their  more 

cndJr  to  expose  his  madness,  all  the  inge.  complicated  results. 

unity  of  the  bar,  and  all  the  authority  of  g^  a.  p.  w.  Philip,  M.D.  F.R.a  L.  &  E. 

tbe  court,  could  not  make  him  say  a  single  ^^ 

syllable  upon  that  topic,  which  had  put 

an  end  to  the  indictment  before,  although  ,  P''**™  S*  ^"»oph>f«l^  V^*f^^**  ^^ 

«-,  ..;ii  L.J  #K^  ««««  ««.^-.i:ivi-  :».».»..:^..  '"f*  «ialtioni,  communicated  to  the  Mbpicax. 

be  sUil  bad  tiie  same  indelibie  impression  qasbttb  by  the  Author.] 

upon  his  mind,  as  he  signified  to  those 
Wno  were  near  him ;  but,  conscious  that 

the  delusion  had  occasioned  his  defeat  at  i^   considering    the  powers    of    life,    I 

Westminster,  he  obstinately  persisted  in  ghall  in  the  first  place  inquire  into  the 

holding  it  back."                      ,     .     , .  "^t*  ^e  functions,  and  the  nature  of  each 

And  the  following  may  be  added,  which  ©f  these  powers  j  and  then  point  out  the 

Iford  Erskine  related  on  the  same  occa-  manner  in  which  they  are  associated  in 

aion,  as  baring  occurred  in  his  own  practice,  the  prodoction  of  their  more  complicated 

^  I  well  remember  that  I  once  examined,  results*. 

for  the  greater  part  of  a  day,  an  unfortu-    ' 

sate  gentleman  who  had  indicted  a  most  .  ^h^  following  paper  <;omprehend.  the  result. 

affectionate    brother,    together    with    the  ofaiMk^not  of  a  feir  months  or  years,  hot,  with 

kfwper  of  a  mad-house  at  Hoxton,  for  bar-  tho  exception  of  the  time  deroted  to  the  more  ac* 

ing  imprisoned  him  as  a  lonatic ;  whilst,  «/« **»""*\*'L"!fr'*"'?"J?"*  °^*'**  ;'?**!!L?5't 

^      .r       .      .  .         . .            .          '    .      .  r*  of  not  a  short  life.    At  fir  at  I  can,  to  render 

mocording  to  his  e?idence,  he  was  m  his  ^i,,t  l  have  done  uaeful.  It  la  neceftary  that  the 

perfect  senses.     I  was,  unfortunately,  not  Tarlona  facta  ahould  be  compared,  and  thus  tho 

instructed  in  what  his  lunacy  consisted,  Inferencea  they  afford  ascertained.    They  are  dit- 

rftbough  my  instrucUon.  left  'me  no  doobt  ^  ^^^ZJ^'^^?^l!^:i,:';X 

of  tbe  fact;  bot,  not  having  tbe  clue,  be  iuhed  in  the  conrse  of  twenty  years,  an  Inquiry 

completely  foiled  me  in  e?ery  attempt  to  into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Fnnctlona,  a  Treatise 

expose  his  infirmity.     You   may  believe  on  the  Influi^ice  of  Minute  Dwea  of  Mercnry  in 

'^,■7x1  i^          ."^  ^          —   I     ^  ji     u*  u  restoring  the  Functlona  of  Health,  my  Oubtonlan 

that  1  left   no  means  unemployed  which  Lectures  on  the  more  ohscure  sffectlons  of  the 

long  experience  dictated ;  but  without  tbe  Brain,  Ac.,  that  although  they  are  ftrequentlr  re- 

■midlest  effect     The  day  was  wasted,  and  f«rrcd  to,  it  haa  almost  always  been,  more  or  less, 

the  pn»ecntor,  by  the  most  .fleeting  hi.-  ^»^S.?^'Jf,?„:'e*;:A.ViT.«  ™ J,'l.'S'i.5 

tory  of  unmerited  suffering,  appeared  to  with  others  with  whieb  it  Is  intimately  connected, 

tbe  judge  and  jury,  and  to  a  humane  Eng-  for  in  so  protracted  an  InTestlgatlon,  few  will 

lish  audience,  as  the  vicUm  of  the  most  Ukethe  trouble  to  keep  pace  with  the  Inquirer. 

.            J  i/    L  «^    •          «*  1     *  It  Will  appear  from  the  references  In  the  foUow- 

wanton  and  barbarous  oppression  :  «t  last  inf  paper,  how  each  of  the  various  facts,  dispersed 

Dr.  Sims  came  into  court,  who  had  been  through  so  many  publications,  has  contrlbated  to 

prevented  by  business  from  an  earlier  at-  «ll  up  tha  great  outline  of  the  laws  that  regnlate 

H.^....^^      i?.^»n  kim  T  m^nwx  Ia^i^a^  «Ko4-  *b«  auimsl  f^nctlous,  which  haa  been  tbe  object 

tendance.    From  him  I  soon  learned ,  that  ^,      i,^^„„  ^  .„^  ^ ^„„  ^^^^^  ^j,.  j^p,„  ^f\^^ 

the  Tory  man  whom  I  bad  been  above  an  day  have  nerer  induced  me  to  awenre.  It  h  evl- 
hour  examining,  and  with  every  possible  dent  that  thla  outline  must  be  ascertslned  before 
effort  which  counsel  are  so  much  in  the  the  functions  ofuarticularorgana  can  be  success 
^iL.r  *  _as  u  I*  J  u*  ir  *  u  ftilly  InrertlgaiedJ  nil  of  which,  more  orlese.de- 
bablt  of  exerting,  believed  himself  to  be  penS  on  the  genenl  laws  of  our  frame. 

the  Lord  and  Savioor  of  mankind ;  not  The  following,  l  believe,  is  the  first  attemnt 

merely  at  the  time  of    his   confinement,  which  has  been  made  to  ascertain  experimentally 

...ui^k  »••  ^Ia^a  «a<wi««.«.«  tn.9  •»»  AMMftint*^  *he  aeat,  the  functions,  and  the  nature  of  all  tho 

which  was  alone  necessary  for  my  defence.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  „,„,,^  ,^  ^^^  ^,,. 

hat  during  the  whole  time  that  he  had  ous  relaUons  they  bear  to  each  other,  by  which 
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Of  the  Seat,  th§  Funeticm,  and  tht  Nature  of       Hif    oonclnaloiM,   however,   were  m( 

the  Pawen  on  which  the  Phenomena  rf  Life  generally  admitted,  and  the  principle  em 

depend,  which  the  poiot  wai  aigaed  conld  lead  to 

Of  the  powers  of  the  living  animal,  the  "o  decision.    It  was  as  easy  to  affirm  as  te 

simplest  is  that  by  which  the  motion  of  its  fenv  that  the  remaining  nerrons  inllufiice 

Tarions  members  is  effected,  and  which  !•  the  caase  of  the  power  which  exift.  in 

e>^iitia11v  contributes  to  all  its  morccom-  <>>«  detached  muscle,  for  it  was  impossiUs 

plit-nted  functions  the  contractile  ncmerof  ^.  «-parate  fVom  the  muscnlar  fibre  tte 

the  muscular  fibre,  the  htalthv  action  of  °>:?"J«.  extremities  of   the    ncrte^  with 

which  is  not  a  state  of  uniform  contrac-  which  it  is  blended,  and  to  them  it  »at 

tion,  but  of  a  constant  and  generally  rapid  a»wd  that  it  owes  the  power,  wbuh  for 

succession  of  contractions  and  relaxations,  »  «'»«»'[  " ?»«  '*  retains  after  Us  seMraUso 

ptobablv  the  cause  of  its  moderate  excite.  "<»™  "«  ">™"»  ■?»*«*  marrow,  and  lai^er 

nicnt   being  (in  opposition  to  the   laws  "*!!T5*"     ,  ,     .  ^  •  .      . 

which  regulate    the    excitability  of   the  .  The  only  conclasir e  m«ini  of  detennm. 

organs  of  the  sensitiTc  powers)  followed  mg  the  question,  appeared  to  bean  appeal 

by  no  sensible  exhaustion  of  excitability,  V?       .      experiments  as  are  capable  af 

on  which  we  shall  find  the  most  important  directly  ascertaining  whether  the  effect  of 

results  depend.    Its  permanent  contrac-  ™  nerrons    influence  on   the  muscnlar 

tion,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  always  a  fibre  be  that  of  maintaining,  or  analogwi 

state  of  disease.      It  is  followed,  unless  of  ^  the  effecte  of  other  sUmnlanta,  of  ex- 

very  temporary  duration,  by  a  sensible  ex.  hausting  its  excitability. 

haustionofexciubilitv.  ^  ^^*51*5*"  "^^^  ^°*=  ^"^  experimeat. 

Many  of  the  older  physiologists  supposed  detoiled  in  my  Inqmrv  into  the  Laws  of 

that  all  the  powers  of  the  living  animal  the  \iial  Functions*,  that  the  latter  is  tht 

reside    in  the  nervous  system.      Ilaller  «*«»  to  a  degree  that  leaves  litUe  doubt 

wa!«  the  first  who,  in  a  way  that  command,  respecting  the  resnltf ;  which  was  eoo- 

cd  general  attention,  maintained  that  the  fi™ed  by  other  expenmenta,  in  which  I 

muscular  power  resides  in  the  muscular  fo»nd  in    many    tnals,  that    when   the 

fibre  itself,  and  made  experiments  for  the  P^«"  "^  *>>«  wtjom  svst^  are  destrojcd 

purpose  of  establishing  this  opinion.  *>/  OP^"™  or  tobacco,  the  lota  of  power  la 

*^    ' i_ the  muscles  is  not  proportioned  to  the  de- 

.evcr.l.«ndln.omeftinctlon.alIofthe.epower.  «^>  "^^^iS^'J^®  powers  of  that  system 

beiDir  ennbled  to  cooperate,  ihelr  more  complU  are  impaired,  but  Simply  to  tbe  degree  la 

cateii  re«iuit*  are  vffeited.   lu  the  lutterpartof  which  their  contractions  had  been  excited 

tbe  fcui.ject,  I  have  fonnd  moch  care  reqiHred  in  through  it  J ;  and  that  the  removal  of  both 

Ifrnry^^';r;rh\Vetl?;y;lfi^^^^^^^^^^  the  brain  ;nd  spmal  marmw,  which  we 

hope  It  will  in  nomc  degree  be  ascribed  to  the  shall  fand  are  the  only  organs  employed  IB 

very  complicated  nature  of  ilie  luhject,  arldiig  the   formation  of  the   nervons  influence, 

fr.>m  the  great  Tarlcty  of  facu  on  which  tbe  con-  j^^^g  ^^^  ju  j^ny  degree  impair  the  actiOB 
clu«4ion(>  are  ncceRsarily  founded.  i.*i_i.       ^''j^       1*^1  .1. 

It  will  be  admitted  with  respect  to  the  conclu-  «f  the  heart  and  vessel*,  as  long  as  the 
slonM  themselves,  that  the  circumstance  of  tbe  healthy  State  of  the  blood  can  be  main- 
present  inquiry  embracing  the  whole  of  tbe  sub-  taincd'by  artificial  respiration  S. 
feet,  is  In  favour  of  their  accuracy ;  because  in  v^wn  tU^  «vli»1o  «^r  ftk^*..  ««.^*:«.«.«. 
that  cose,  and  tvhere,  as  In  the  prcient  Instance.  .  *  ^^  ^"<^  whole  of  these  expcnments, 
all  the  parts  are  Intimstely  connected,  few  in-  it  appears  that  the  opinion  of  Haller 
fereuces  consequently  resting  on  ony  single  poai-  is  correct,  that  the  power  of  the  muscular 
tion,  an  error  may  betray  itself  in  so  many  ways,  fi^rc  is  not  derived  from  the  ncrvous  SVS- 
that  it  can  hardly  escspe  detection.  .         ,     ,  . , ._  ,,     .  -. .^     ,-  ' 

In  the  Treatises  above  mentioned,  the  conclu-  teni,  but  resides  in  that  fibre  itself;  a  con- 

■Ions  being  founded  on  many  of  the  experiments  elusion  which  we  shall  find  of  no  small 

to  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  in  the  fol-  importance    in   judffinff    of    the    nataie 

lowing  paper,  it  was  necessary  as  far  as  this  is  "^ "^      °     ° 

the  case,  to  refer  to  their  results  In  these  Trea-  " 

tises.  As  the  conclusions  of  the  present  paper  *  In  referring  to  my  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of 
constitute  the  object  I  had  in  view  in  ail  I  have  the  Vital  Functions,  the  reference  la  always  to  the 
done  on  tbe  subject,  it  is  necessary  in  it  to  refer     third  edition. 

to  the  results  of  all  these  experiments,  either  as  t  When  two  sets  of  maidea  of  the  same  de- 
essential  to,  or  tending  to  illustrate,  those  con-  scrlption  were  es;io«ed  to  the  action  of  the  same 
elusions.  artificial  atimulant.  and  one  of  them  at  tbe  same 

There  is  no  other  branch  of  medicine  In  which  time  to  the  effects  of  the  nerroua  Influence,  it  wai 
misstatements  find  so  ready  currency  as  In  the  found  that  the  excitability  of  the  latter  was  mo«t 
less  familiar  departments  of  pliytiology.  Thus  it  rapidly  exhauitted;  and  this  waa  sometimes  the 
ii  that  the  subjects  which  require  the  mo<t  deli-  case  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  In  one  Instance  the 
cate  handling  are  most  exposed  to  rough  usage )  excitability  of  the  muscles  exposed  to  both  was 
and.  except  amung  ihoiie  who  make  them  a  ferl-  exhausted  in  half  the  time  required  for  its  ex- 
ons  study  (which  1a  uot  easily  done  amidst  the  haustion  in  those  exposed  to  the  artificial  stimu- 
fatigue  and  anxieties  of  a  laborious  profession),  in-  lant  alone, 
volved  in  Invvtricable  confusion.  t  Tbe  foarth  edition  of  my  Treatise  on  Feveri 

*  See  paperi  on  the  Nature  of  Sleep  and  Death,     and  Inflammations. 

Iiublished  In  the  Phlloaonhicul  Transactions  for         |  Philosophical  Transactioni  for  J8I5,  and  ny 
8SS  and  1834,  and  republished  In  my  trestlic  On     Inquiry  Into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Functioos 
the  Nature  of  Sleep  sod  Death.  Part  II. 
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•f    the    nerroQf   inflaence,    and    con-  all  the  former  cIem  proceed  either  ftom 

aeqneDtlT  of  other  fanctions  of  the  liring  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow,  directly  to 

snimal,  betide  the  function  of  the  moscn-  the  parts  they  influence,  or  which  infliienca 

lar  ftbre.  them,  they  either  enter  or  send  branchei 

which  enter  a  chain  of  protuberances  call> 

Thb  powers  of  the  nervous  system,  pro*  ed  g:anglions,  from  which  nerves  are  sent 

perly  so  called,  which  cooperate  with  the  to  the  parts  influenced  by  them.      Hence 

muscular  fibre  in  all  the  more  complicated  they  are  termed  ganglionic  nerves,  a  term, 

Ainctions,  next   demand  our    attention :  however,  which  has  not  been  employed  in 

And  it  will  appear  that  there  is  no  other  a  very  strict^sense ;  because,  besides  the 

branch  of  physiology  in  which  the  gene-  ganglions  just  mentioned,  which  receive 

imlly  received  ophitons  have  been,  and  in-  nerves  from  difierent  parts  of  the  brain 

deea  still  are,  so  much  at  variance  with  and  spinal  marrow,  there  are  other  protu- 

•imple  matter  of  fact.  berances  also  termed  ganglions,  which  are 

That  what  in  common  language  is  call>  formed  on  particular  nerves,  but  which 

ed  the  nervous  system,  embraces  two  dis-  appear  to  have  no  relation  to  any  nervous 

tioct  sets  of  organs,  is  evident ;  because  filaments  but  those  of  the  particular  nerve 

not  only  do  the  functions  of  the  sensorial  to  which  they  belong.      It  is  therefore 

and  nervous  organs,  properly  so  called,  necessary  that  I  should  define  the  sense  in 

eaeentially  differ  in  their  nature,  but,  as  which  1  use  the  terms  ganglion  and  gan- 

we  shall  find,  their  localities  also  are  dif.  glionic  nerve.    By  ganglion,  I  mean  a 

ferent.    Now  it  has  generally  been  taught  nervous  protuberance  which  receives  nerves 

that  the  nervous  functions,  properly  so  from  different  sources;  and  by  ganglionic 

called,  only  administer  to  those  of  the  nerve,  a  nerve  which  either  enters  or  sends 

•ensorial  power;  that  they  are  limited  to  branches  to  such  ganglions,  or  proceeds 

the  conveyance  of  impressions  to  and  from  from  them,  whether  it  have  or  have  not, 

the  sensorial  organs,  and  to  the  excitement  an^  such  protuberance  belonging  to  itself. 

<if  the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion  *.  It  may  bie  stated,  however,  that  there  is 

I  shall  in  the  first  place  inquire  into  reason  to  believe  that  all  nerves  having 

the  nature  of  the  functions  of  the  ner-  such    protuberances    contribute    towards 

▼ons  system,  properly  so  called,  and  then  the  formation  of  the  ganglions  in  the 

endeavour  to  ascertain  to  what  parts  of  sense  in  which  I  use  the  term  *. 

that  system  the  powers  on  which  those  One  of  the  most  evident  peculiarities  of 

Ainctions  depend,  belong.  the  ganglionic    nerves,  in  the  sense  in 

The  mere  structure  of  the  parts  might  which  I  use  the  term,  is,  that  while  the 

have  led  physiologists  to  suspect  that  the  cerebral  and  spMud  nerves  supply  the  sen- 

oigans  of  this  system  possess  other  powers  sitive  organs  a^d  the  muscles  of  voluntary 

than  those  just  enumerated.    We  find  two  motion,  the  ganglionic  nerves  supplv  the 

distinct  classes  of  nerves,  to  one  of  which  muscles  of  involuntary  motion  and  the 

the  functions  subservient  to  the  sensorial  other  vital  organs. 

powers  evidently  belong,  and  it  has  never  Haller,  finding  that  the  heart  cannot 

men  proved  that  the  other  at  all  partake  be  influenced  through  its  nerves  in   the 

of  these  functions.  Besides,  it  had  appear-  same  way  as  a  muscle  of  voluntary  mo- 

ed  from    experiments    relating    to  this  tion,  was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the 

aecond  class    of   nerves,  although  their  former    cannot    be    directly    influenced 

letolts  were  differently  reported  by  differ-  through  the  nerves.     But  M.  Le  Oallois 

•nt  writers,  that  they  must  possess  func-  has  shown  that  he  was  deceived  in  this  in- 

tionsof  a  wholly  different  nature.  ference,  the  heart  being  immediately  suh- 

Sqch    were  the  circumstances    which  ject  to  the  influence  of  ue  spinal  marrow: 

called  my  attention  to  this,  as  it  were,  and    the  latter  author  Airther    inferred 

aoperadded  class  of  nerves ;  and  I  think  from    his   experiment",  that  the    spinal 

it  will  appear  from  the  facts  I  am  about  marrow  is  not  only  capable  of  directly  in- 

to  adduce,  both  what  are  their  functions,  fluencing  the  heart  through  its  nerves,  but 

which  we  shall  find  much  more  compli-  that,  through  the  same  channel,  it  bestows 

cated  than  those  of  the  former  class,  and  on  both  the  heart  and  blood-vessels  all 

why  the  results  of  the  experiments  just  re-  their  powers ;  an   inference  refuted  both 

flared  to  have  been  so  differently  reported,  by  experiments  already  referred  to,  and 

The  most  evident  peculiarity  of  struc-  others,  an  account  of  which  appeared  in 
tore  relating  to  these  nerves  is,  that  while  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1815, 
~ — —  and  has  since  been  republished  in  my  In- 

•  8ce  In  the  Report  of  the  BrltUh  ABsodatf  on  qoiry  into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Func- 

S;rD**H.iT^  MS.h«urT»d  i  'itSi.V.X;  60°.;  ana  .ome  of  which  wen,  .t  the 

CO  the  »t»t«  of  If  edicsl  Science  from  the  term! o«-  77 

tloB  of  the  18th  eentary  to  the  present  time,  by  •  See  •  paper  on  the  function  of  the  nervmis 

Dr.  AUloon,  Profeesor  of  the  Inetltntee  of  Medl-  svetem.  In  the   PblhMophicia   Trantacttone  for 

doe  la  the  UnlvenitT  of  Edtuburgh,  In  the  Cyclo-  1829,  which  waa  repnbllahed  lo  my  treatise  OU 

of  Practtcal  Medicine,  piibU8lic4iaia84.  the  Natoic  of  Sleep  and  Pcat|i. 
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request  of  the  Royal  Society,  repeated 
witfa  the  tame  resalts  by  Mr.  Clift;  Mr. 
Cliffs  confirmation  of  them  being  pab- 
lisbed  in  the  same  Volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions. 

The  circumstance  of  the  brain  and 
spinal  marrow  only,  as  we  shall  find,  in- 
fluencing tbe  heart'under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, is  probably  the  cause  of  tbe  fact 
ascertained  by  I»ller,  that  it  cannot 
be  excited  through  its  nerves  in  the  same 
way  as  a  muscle  of  voluntary  motion,  an 
observation  which  applies  to  all  muscles 
of  involuntary  motion,  a  want  of  attention 
to  which  has 'misled  some  physiologists*. 

From  the  whole  of  the  experiments 
which  have  been  referred  to,  it  appears, 
on  tbe  one  hand,  that  neither  the  brain 
nor  spinal  marrow  bestows  any  power  on 
tbe  heart  or  vessels;  but,  on  the  other, 
that  each  of  the  former  oi^gans  is  equally 
capable  of  directly  influencing  both,  (the 
vessels,  even  to  their  utmost  extremities,) 
and  that  not  only  by  exciting  their  powers, 
but  also  by  impairing,  ana  even  wholly 
destroying  them,  according  to  the  nature 
and  power  of  the  agent  operating  on  the 
brain  or  spinal  marrow  f;  although  in 
their  usual  functions  tbe  heart  and  vessels, 
like  the  other  muscles  of  involuntary  mo- 
tion, obey  neither  of  these  organs,  but  agents 
peculiar  to  themselves ;(. 

Thus  it  appeared  that  the  ganglionic, 
like  the  cerebral  and  spinal  nerves  of  mo- 
tion,  may  administer  towards  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  muscular  fibre,  unless,  what  I 
conceire  to  be  more  probably  the  case, 
although  not  yet  ascertained,  branches  of 
the  latter  nerves  are  bound  up  in  the  same 
sheath  with  the  ganglionic  nerves,  as  we 
shall  find  there  is  reason  to  believe  is  the 


*  See  my  reply  to  MBf.  Breschet  and  Milne- 
Edwards,  In  toe  Philosophical  Transactions  for 
1629,  entitled,  *' Some  Observations  relating  to 
the  Function  of  Digestion." 

fit  appears,  from  direct  experiment,  that  both 
tbe  nervous  aud  muscular  powers  may  be  instant- 
ly destroyed  by  vuddcnly  cru«htng  either  tbe  brain 
or  spinal  marrow.  When  the  experiments  on 
which  these  positions  are  founded  were  first 
made  known  to  Mr.  Andrew  Knight,  the  Prei*!- 
dent  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  so  celebrated 
for  his  discoveries  in  vegetable  physiology,  partly 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  partly  to  render 
the  flvsh  of  the  animals  immediately  fit  for  tbe 
table,  he  adopted  the  practice  of  killing  all  the 
smaller  animals  by  suddenly  crushing  tbe  brain. 
Thus,  by  the  instant  destruction  of  the  contrac- 
tile power  of  the  muscles,  all  stifiening  after 
death  is  prevented,  the  fiesh  at  once  being  ren- 
dered permanently  tender}  a  striking  proof  of 
the  influence  of  the  nervous  over  the  muscular 
system  ;  and  in  tbe  account  of  bis  mode  of  killing 
the  animals,  published  by  Mr.  Knight,  In  the 
newspapers  of  his  neiRhbuurhuod.  he  states  that 
the  flenh  is  thus  rendered  both  more  tender  and 
of  a  better  flavour  than  can  be  done  by  the  usual 
method  of  keeping  tbe  dead  animal. 

:  See  two  papers  published  in  the  Philosophi- 
cal TransacUona  for  Is  15,  and  republished  in  my 
lOijuiry  Into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Functions. 


case  with  retpeet  to  the  nerres  of 
sation*.  Physiology,  has  been  much  in- 
debted to  tbe  experiments  of  Sir  Cbarlei 
Bell,  M.  Magenoie,  and  Mr.  Mayo,  frmi 
which  it  appears  that  the  nerves  of  moiioa 
and  those  of  sensation,  althoogh  oftta 
bound  op  In  the  same  sheath,  are  distinct 
nerves,  having  different  origins. 

What  are  the  functions  which  are  pceo- 
liar  to  the  ganglionic  nerves,  in  the  seme 
in  which  I  use  that  term  ? 

This  question  is  answered  respeetiBV 
one  of  the  most  important  of  the  vitu 
functions,  the  process  of  secretion,  in  pa- 
pers  published  in  tbe  Philoeopbiod  Tivis- 
actions  for  1815  and  1822,  and  republished 
in  the  last  edition  of  my  Inqntry  into  tbe 
Laws  of  the  Vital  Functions. 

It  appears  from  the  experiments  detail* 
ed  in  those  papers,  that  when  part  of  tbs 
eighth  pair  of  nerves  in  their  passage  along 
the  neck  is  removed,  or  these  nerves  are 
divided,  and  one  end  of  either  portion  is 
raised  from  its  place,  the  secretion  of  gas- 
tric juice  soon  begins  to  fail  in  its  proper- 
ties ;  and  if  the  animal  survives  for  a  cer- 
tain  time,  the  contents  of  the  stomack 
are  found  not  only  undigested,  hot  quite 
dry,  proving  that  there  had  been  no 
secretion  from  it  whatever  for  some  time. 

From  these  experiments  we  also  learn 
bow  it  has  happened  that  such  various 
accounts  of  the  effects  in  the  stomach  of 
dividing  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves  is  given 
by  different  experimentalists ;  because  it 
was  found  that  digestion  was  more  or  lea 
completely  interrupted  in  proportion  ai 
the  divided  ends  of  the  nerves  were  kept 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  each  otha. 
Even  when  the  distance  was  a  quarter  of 
an  inch,  provided  the  divided  ends  were 
no  otherwise  displaced  than  in  consequenee 
of  the  retraction  of  the  nerve  on  its  divi- 
sion, digestion,  although  more  or  less 
deranged,  was  not  interrupted,  a  subject 
to  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  recur +. 
Now  as  this  was  a  point  which  never  par- 
ticularly  demanded  attention,accident  most 
always  have  more  or  less  influenced  the 
result. 


*  It  appears  from  the  anatomical  researches  of 
Mr.  Mavo  (Outlines  of  Human  Physiology, 
fourth  edition,  page  280,)  that  nerves  of  motion 
are  bound  up  in  tbe  same  sheath  with  ganglionic 
nerves.  I  was  not  aware  that  this  fact  had  been 
ascerUlned  by  direct  observation  at  the  time  tbe 
passage  to  which  this  note  belongs  was  prioted 
in  tbe  Philosophical  Transactions.  My  opinion, 
as  there  expressed,  was  an  Inference  from  tbe 
general  laws  of  the  animal  economy. 

t  In  some  organs,  when  the  nerroua  Infloeace 
is  to  a  certain  degree  impaired,  while  the  proper- 
ties of  tbe  secreted  flaid  are  altered  Its  quantity 
is  increased,  when  the  nenrons  power  is  Impaired 
to  a  greater  degree,  the  quantity  alao  is  impaired ; 
and  at  ieugth  the  secreting  power  wholly  falls,  no 
dii«charge  whatever  from  tbe  secreting  svrfoce 
taking^plare.  Tbe  result*  of  the  experlmenU 
here  referred  to  are  well  illustiatcd  bj  some  of 
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Bat  secretion  is  not  the  only  Tital  (bnc-  its  middle  having  no  effect  In  itnped- 
tion  that  is  influenced  by  the  di  vision  and  ing  the  functions  of  either  the  stomadi  or 
aeparationof  the  divided  ends  of  the  eighth  lungs  except  in  a  hardly  perceptible  de- 
mdr  of  nerves  in  the  neck.  It  appears  gree,  proportioned  to  the  small  part  of 
from  experiments  detailed  in  a  paper  that  organ  necessarily  destroyed  in  its  divi- 
pnblishea  in  the  Philosophical  Transac-  8ion,the  lower  contributing  to  the  functions 
tions  for  1827,  and  republished  in  my  of  both  the  stomach  and  lungs  precisely  as 
treatise  On  the  Nature  of  Sleep  and  it  did  before  its  separation  from  the  upper 
I>eath,  that,  under  such  circumstances,  all  half*.  The  sensitive  functions  cease  in 
the  assimilating  functions  are  so  deranged  all  parts  below  the  division,  because  in 
that  in  many  parts  of  the  lungs,  in  the  these  functions  the  spinal  marrow  only 
space  of  fifteen  or  twenty  hours,  not  a  transmits  the  influence  of  the  brain  f . 
Tcstige  of  their  healthy  structure  remains.  The  question  which  next  presents  itself 
Such,  it  appears,  are  the  effects  on  the  is,  how  for  are  the  brain  and  spinal  mar- 
stomach  and  lungs  of  depriving  them  of  a  row  assisted  in  the  foregoing  fitnctions  by 
considerable  portion  of  the  influence  of  the  nerves,  ganglions,  and  plexuses  ? 
the  brain.  They  are  organs  well  adapted  In  a  paper,  published  in  the  Philosophi- 
for  inch  observations,  in  the  stomach  we  cal  Transactions  for  1833,  and  republiriied 
have  certain  means  of  judging  of  any  con-  in  mv  treatise  On  the  Natnre  of  Sleep  and 
ciderable  deviation  in  the  process  of  secre-  Death,  I  have  entered  into  this  question  at 
tion  ;  and  from  the  peculiar  structure  of  great  length,  where  such  observations  and 
the  lungs,  they  are  well  adapted  for  obser-  experiments  will  be  found,  as  far  as  I  am 
▼ations  on  changes  of  structare.  That  the  capable  of  judging,  as  render  the  foUow- 
cffects  are  proportioned  to  the  degree  in  ing  inferences  unavoidable.  That  the 
which  the  influence  of  the  brain  is  with-  nerves,  ganglions,  and  plexuses,  in  no 
drawn,  appears  from  comparing  those  of  degree  contribute  to  the  formation  of  the 
dividing  and  separating  the  divided  ends  nervous  influence;  the  spinal  and  cerebntl 
of  one  or  both  nerves.  nerves  being  merely  the  means  of  convey- 
It  is  not,  however,  to  the  brain  alone  ing  the  influence  of  the  parts  of  the  brain 
that  similar  observations  apply,  for  it  was  and  spinal  marrow  from  which  they  pro- 
found  that  depriving  the  stomach  and  ceed,  and  of  conveying  to  these  organs  the 
longs  of  the  influence  of  the  spinal  marrow  influence  of  impressions  made  on  their 
is  attended  with  the  same  effects.  When  extremities ;  while  the  ganglions  and 
the  lumbar  portion  of « this  organ  was  de-  plexuses  are  only  the  means  of  combining 
stroyed,  the  functions  of  the  stomach  and  the  influence  of  all  parts  of  the  brain  and 
Inngs,  and  the  structure  of  the  latter,  were  spinal  marrow,  through  all  parts  of  which 
as  much  impaired  as  by  the  division  and  the  oigans  of  the  nervous  power  properly 
separation  of  the  divided  ends  of  one  of  so  called,  are  distributed ;  the  nerves  pro- 
the  eighth  pair  of  nerves;  and  when  the  ceeding  from  the  ganglions  and  plexuses 
lower  naif  of  the  spinal  marrow  was  de-  being  the  means  of  conveying  this  com- 
stroyed,  as  much,  as  by  the  division  and  binea  influence  to  the  muscles  of  involun- 
■eparation  of  the  divided  ends  of  both  tary  motion  and  the  other  vital  organs. 
those  nerves  *.  The  question  here  arises.  For  what  pur- 
It  thus  appears  that  the  powers  on  pose  is  the  influence  of  every  part  of  the 
which  the  secreting  and  assimilating  brain  and  spinal  marrow  thus  combined 
functions  depend  reside  in  the  brain  ana  to  be  bestowed  on  these  oigans  ? 
spinal  marrow,  and  equally  in  these  Thisqnestionis  answered  by  the  experi- 
organs;  nordoes  either  of  tliem  receive  their  meats  just  referred  to,  which  prove  that 
impressions  oract  through  the  other  in  in-  the  influence  of  every  part  of  the  brain 
flnencing  the  vital  organs,  as  the  brain  is  and  spinal  marrow  is  necessary  to  the  due 
found  to  do  through  the  spinal  marrow  performance  of  the  ftinctions  of  secretion 
with  respect  to  many  of  its  impressions,  and  assimilation ;  and  by  other  facts  to 
and  in  influencing  many  of  Uie  mus.  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer,  which 
cies  of  voluntary  motion ;  the  heart  prove  the  necessity  of  the  muscles  of  in. 
snd  vessels  in  every  part  being  equally  voluntary  motion  being  under  the  control 
influenced  by  agents  acting  either  on  the  of  the  same  power,  on  which  these  Amc- 
brain  or  spinal  marrow,  when  the  other  tions  depend. 

has  been  removed,  as  while  both,  with  all  All  of  them,  as  we  have  just  seen,  fkil 

their    connexions,    remain.       And     the  when    any  considerable  part  of  the  in- 

oomplete  division  of  the  spinal  marrow  at  fluence  either  of  the  brain  or  spinal  mar- 

t: ,  ^  ■   . ITTTZ — TTTT  w>'"^  i«  withdrawn,  the  failure  of  Ainction 

Xu^V^i>  ;pXffr~'w"Sii'iV.t*,  tSSZ  being  proportioned  to  the  degree  in  which 

•  pamphlet  oa  thst  dlRease,  to  be  the  effect  of  the  ^ 

eontlnaed  operetioo  of  a  cause.  Impairing  alooe 

Ibe  nenrona  powers,  properly  so  called.  *  loqnlry  Into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  FnnctlOD^ 

«  Sm  my  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Pkrill*  Exp.  62. 

nuMtioiic,  Pisn  II.  t  Ibid,  Part  II. 
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the   influence   of  eitber   it  withdrawn,  facts  which  have  been  referred  to,  that  oa 

pro?lng  that  the  influence  of  every  part  of  an  infltience  derived  fh)m  the  brain  and 

them  is  essential  to  the  due  performance  spinal  marrow,  and  not  from  anj  part, 

of  those  functions  *.  but  from  the  whole  of  these  organs,  the 

Important  and  extensive  as  these  func-  secreting  and  more  immediatelj  asiimt. 

tions  are,  there  is  still   another,  hardly  lating  functions  and  the  maintenance  of 

less  so,  dependent  on  the  powers  of  the  animal    temperature    depend.      This  ia. 

nervous  system  properly  so  called.     Sir  fluence,  therefore,  performs  a  still  more 

Benjamin  Brodie  f  proved  by  direct  ex-  important  part  iu  the  vital  than  in  tbe 

})erimcnt  many  years  ago,  that  animal  sensitive  functions.      In  the  latter  we  fiad 

temperature  is  under  the  influence  of  the  it  acting  only  a  subordinate  part ;   while 

nervous  system,  and  various  observations  in  the  former  it  must  be  regarded  as  tbe 

evince  that  a  debilitated  state  of  the  brain  great  agent,  to  which  all  oihers  employed 

is  accompanied  with  a  diminished  tem-  are  subsen'ient. 

perature.  Has  the  nervous  influence  any  imme- 

I  made  many  experiments  on  this  sub-  diate  dependence  on  any  of  the  other 
ject,  detailed  in  my  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  powers  of  the  animal  frame  ? 
of  the  Vital  Functions,  from  which  it  ap-  The  muscular,  we  have  seen,  has  do 
pears  that  in  this,  as  in  all  the  other  vital  immediate  dependence  on  the  nervooj 
ninctions,  the  spinal  marrow  shares  with  power,  the  only  power  on  which  its  imme- 
the  brain.  If  the  power  of  either  organ  diate  dependence  can  be  supposed.  Ia 
be  impaired,  the  temperature  sinks  in  like  manner  the  sensorial  is  the  only 
precisely  the  same  proportion  as  the  secre-  power  on  which  any  immediate  depta- 
tions  are  derangea.  A  particular  organ  dence  of  the  nervous  power  can  be  sap- 
may  be  deranged  br  preventing  its  due  posed. 

supply  of  nervous  influence,  and  there  may  I  made  an  extensive  act  of  experiments, 
be  no  general  diminution  of  temperature,  detailed  in  my  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of 
The  due  nervous  influence  is  prevented  the  Vital  Functions,  to  which  I  shall 
reaching  the  particular  organ,  but  there  is  soon  have  occasion  to  refer  more  parti. 
no  diminution  of  the  power  of  the  brain  or  cularly,  from  which  it  appears  that  ail  the 
spinal  marrow.  When,  on  the  other  band,  functions  ia  which  the  nervous  power, 
the  power  of  either  of  these  organs  is  im-  properly  so  called, is  employed,  survive  the 
paired,  there  is  an  immediate  diminution  removal  of  the  sensorial  i>ower,  with  the 
of  temperature, — a  proof  that  the  main-  exception,  of  course,  of  those  in  which 
tenance  of  animal  temperatare  is  efl^ected  that  power  is  associated  with  it.  After 
through  the  medium  of  the  ganglionic  the  removal  of  the  sensorial  power  the 
nerves,  they  alone  conveying  the  combined  nervous  influence  still  retains  all  its  pro- 
influence  of  both  the  brain  and  spinal  pertics.  It  is  still  capable  of  exciting  the 
marrow.  By  this  means  we  can  bv  easy  muscles  both  of  voluntary  and  invnluntazy 
experiments  ascertain  through  whicli  class  motion,  of,  for  a  short  space  of  time,  forni- 
of  nerves  any  function  is  maintained,  and  ing  the  secreted  fluids,  perfonning  the 
consequently  its  organs  supplied,  in  cases  various  functions  of  assimilation,  so  far  as 
where  the  parts  are  too  minute  for  the  la-  to  preserve  the  structure  of  the  parts 
hours  of  the  anatomist.  It  was  thus  that  where  it  would  otherwise  have  been  im- 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  vessels,  even  to  paired,  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  of  main- 
their  minutest  extremities,  are  supplied  by  taining  animal  temperature.  The  oer- 
ganglionic  nerves.  vous,  like  the  muscular  power,  therefore, 

When  the  lower  hnlf  of  the  spinal  mar-  is  an  independent  power,  baring  its  seat 

TOW  was  destroyed  the  animal  shivered,  in  its  own  organs,  and  having  no  other 

and  would  probably  soon   have  died  of  dependence  on  the  other   powers  of  the 

cold,  if  it  had  not  been  kept  in  a  high  living  animal  than  for  the  due  stmcture  of 

temperature;  and  even  when  the  lumbar  those  organs. 

portion  alone  was  destn)yed,  a  considera-  Such  are  the  powers  of  the  nerrons  and 

ble  but   less  diminution  of  temperature  muscular  systems  of  the  more  perfect  ani- 

ensued  ];.  mals,  and  the  scat  and  functions  of  these 

Thus  it  appears,  from  the  whole  of  the  powers. 

~r"« ;::"; ; They  possess,  however,  two  other  soarcfs 

•  See  papem  whirli  nppeored  In  the  PhllosophU  of  nower   for  the  8en»oriiil  t>niri.r  mr^A  th* 

cai  Transactions  for  IMI5  and  182;,  and  my  In-  power,  lor  inc  sensonai  power  and  the 

quiry  Into  iheLavii.  of  the  vit.ii  Functions,  Purt  II.  P<^wers  ot  the  living  blood  have  no  imme- 

It  appears  from  what  is  said  In  the  third  part  diate  dependence  on  either  of  the  former 

«f  fhl  vli-l  %T^V!  "*"  V  !"**"  'y  *"*?  .'*»*  '-""^  powers,  or  on  each  other. 

of  the  Vital  Functions  that  a  successful  practice  *^  TK«/  ♦!,«   ««i»  A^^^^A^             r  .t 

li.  dNeaseH  of  the  spinal  marrow  was  sunrested  ^"^^  ^"®  ""*.^  dependence   of  the  sen- 

by  this  fact.      ^  sorial  pciwer  is  for  the  maintenance  of  its 

and  m4^^^  PJ»"o»ophlcaI  Transactloui  for  1812  organs,  is  evident  on  the  most  cursory  re- 

t  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of  the  Vitid  Func-  l'^,^^  H?*  *^"**  ^l"?'     '^^^  "*,*"'• 

tions,  Part  II.  of  the  functloni  of  that  power  alont 
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evinces  that  the  lifing  animal  possesses  no  shall  find   indirectly  dependent  on  the 

others  flrom  which  it  can  be  deri?ed;  and  other  three,  namely,  for  toe  maintenance 

that  the  powers  of  liFing  blood  have  no  of  its  organs. 

direct  dependence  on  its  other  powers,  is  I  am  now  to  inquire  bow  for  we  can 

proved  by  the  fact,  that  the  blood  retidns  ad? ance    in    determining  the  nature   of 

iu  vital  properties  after  it  is  separated  these  powers,  how  far  they  are  peculiar  to 

lh>m  the  body  *•  the  living  animal,  or  the  same  which  ope- 

With  respect  to  the  locality  of  the  latter  rate  in  other  parts  of  nature, 
powers,  the  powers  of  the  living  blood,  it 

appears  from  the  fact  just  stated,  existing  We  are  in  the  habit  of  regarding  life  as 

In   itself,  most  be  coextensive  with  the  a  power  of  peculiar  mystery,  but  do  we 

Xnnctions  of  secretion  and  assimilation,  find  any  other  principle  of  action  less  mys- 

At  first  view  it  would  appear  that  the  terious?    It  is  not  the  principle  but  Its 

fanctioDS  of  the  sensorial  power,  like  those  properties  which  are  the  objects  of  our 

of  the  living  blood,  pervade  every  part  of  senses.    A  knowledge  of  the  former  is  not 

tlie  system ;  the  power  of  sensation  seems  merely  beyond  the  limits,  but  the  nature 

to  pervade  the  whole  frame.  On  observing  of  our  minds.    Do  we  know  more  of  the 

the  phenomena  with  more  care,  however,  principle  of  electricity  or  gravitation  than 

^ire  nnd  the  seat  of  the  sensorial  power  of  life,  or  is  there  more  uncertainty  in 

oonfined  to  a  small  space,  when  we  com-  noting  the  property  of  resistances  to  fer- 

pare  it  with  that  of  the  nervous  power  pro-  mentation  and  congelation  without  any 

Krly  so  called,  the  organs  of  which,  we  sensible  peculiarity  in  the  substances  pos- 

ve  seen,  pervade  the  whole  of  the  brain  sessed  of  this  property,  than  that  of  weight 

mnd  spinal  marrow.  or  light  ?    It  is  not  that  the  nature  of  life 

The  nerves  of  sensation,  in  which  are  is  more  obscure  than  that  of  any  other 

included,  of  course,  the  nerves  of  the  ex-  principle  of  action,  all  are  equally  so,  but 

tenial  senses,  and  the  immediate  organs  of  that  its  phenomena,  being  more  varied  and 

the  sensorial  powers,  are  not  parts  of  the  bearing  less  resemblance  to  those  of  other 

jmme  oigan,  but  distinct  parts,  having  dif-  principles  than  these  bear  to  each  other, 

ferent  iMalities  and  performing  functions  are  less  familiar  objects  of  contemplation. 

of  a  wholly  different  nature ;  that  is,  the  The  subject  thus  appears  invested  with 

aensoriom  does  not  pervade  the  whole  sys-  an  obscurity  which  docs  not  belong  to  it, 

tern,  bat  belongs  to  particular  parts.    To  and  the  perplexity  has  been  increased  by 

what  parts  has  never  been  correctly  ascer-  vain  attempts  to  remove  it;   attempts  on 

tsuned,  bat  we  know  that  in  man  they  are  principles  having  no  relation  to  the  laws 

confined  to  certain  parts  of  the  brain,  with  by  which  the  phenomena  of  life  are  regu- 

little  if  any  participation  by  the  spinal  lated.     What  possible  relation  can  t!ie 

marrow;  although  in  some  of  the  inferior  laws  of  mechanics,  or  any  other  principle 

mnimals  the  spinal  marrow  largely  par-  which  operates  in  the  inanimate  world, 

take*  of  them,  a  proof  that  the  sensorium  bear  to  the  phenomena  of  life  properly  so 

is  not,  as  some  have  supposed,  confined  to  called  ?     It  is  as  much  a  distinct  principle 

WL  physical  point,  but  is  of  a  considerable  as  any  of  those  which  operate  in  that 

extent  world,  and  the  same  method  which  leads 

Our  sensations  are  referred  to  certain  to  a  knowledge  of  other  sciences  must 

parts  of  the  body  by  experience  alone,  guide  us  here.    There  are  no  means  but  a 

B«Doe  the  well-lmown  facts  that  infants  study  of  its  phenomena  by  which  we  can 

are  not  aware  of  the  part  of  the  body  in  atUin  a  knowledge  of  life,  that  If,  of  its 

"Which    the  cause  of  any  sensation  ori-  properties,  the  only  knowledge  we  can  at. 

ginates;  and  when  a  limb  has  been  lost,  tain  of  any  principle  of  action.    But  if 

at  whatever  part  the  separation  is  made,  our  object  be  to  attain  a  correct  knowledge 

ipre    continue    to  refer  to  the  lost   part  of  it,  we  must  first  determine  with  accu- 

■eDHations  excited  by  causes  affecting  the  racy  what  are  the  phenomena  of  life ;  for, 

nenres  of  the  stump.  in  the  complicated  functions  of  the  living 

The  function  of  the  nerves  of  sensation  animal,  it  requires  not  a  little  patience, 

bas  relation  to.  the  sensoriid  organs  idone.  labour,  and  circumspection,  to  distinguish 

The  influence  they  convey  is  the  means  by  what  part  depends  on  vital  powers  proper- 

which  the  sensorium  is  impressed  by  dis-  ly  m>  called,  and  what  on  a  modification 

tant  parts,  and  such  is  their  only  func-  of  the  powers  of  inanimate  nature.    Even 

tioD.  the  most  cursory  view  must  convince  u 

The  more  perfect  animals,  then,  possess  that  many  of  the  functions  of  the  lifiar 
four  distinct    powers,  having  no  direct  animal  partake  of  the  latter  poweiv    ' 
dependence  on  each  other,  but  each  we  RcRpiration  is  performed,  tha*^ 
■ is  drawn  into  and  expelled  f 

•  Sr  ^'iS^^JJSV^P^J^t  *V  J?*****^  by  means  which  act  on  tha  I 

mad  tbm  •spcrineota  dtcsiltd  in  the  Uit  chapter  _;  ^t,^  k^iu—,     rPK*  u!^ 

•r  tiMMCMidpwt  or  aj  Inquiry  Into  tbt  lAtws  "  "*«  bellows.    The  Uoad 

aftbeTiialFuciioBs.  tion  moves  on  U»  iMDa  ^ 
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water  in  a  set  of  water  pipes.    It  obeys  a  ipect  to  the  powers  we  bftTC  been  mtn 

propelling^  force,  and  is  subjected  to  the  jmrticnlarly  considering,  nil  of  whi^  ap- 

same  laws  of  invitation.    The  motion  of  pear,  at  first  view,  to  be  powers  pecalitrls 

our  limbs  is  effected  by  the  same  mechani-  the  former,  the  (|uestion  is  notsoeanly 

cal  laws  by  which  bodies  are  put  in  mo-  answered.    Until  it  is  answered,  bowevtr, 

tion  in  the  external  world.    Here,  as  in  it  is  erident  that  we  cannot  dmw  the  lias 

inanimate    nature,  velocity   can  only  be  which  correctly  separates  thephenoBeaa 

obtained  by  the  sacrifice  of  power.    Simi-  of  life  from  those  which  result  firom  oth« 

lar  observations  apply  to  the  various  pro-  principles  of  action;  a  line  essential  ts  ta 

cesses  of  secretion  and  assimilation.     We  accurate  view  of  the  properties,  that  ii^  Is 

can  trace  in  these  processes  the  same  che-  a  Icnowledge,  of  that  principle, 
mical  laws  which  obtain  in  the  laboratory        The  ouestioo  which  I  am  here  to  eoa* 

of  the  chemist ;  but  there  is  at  the  same  sider,  tnen,  is,  how  far  are  the  seamrial, 

time,  in  all  the  foreg^oing  functions,  some-  nervous,  and  muscular  powers,  and  tkc 

thin{^  more  in    operation,   analogous    to  powers  of  living  blood,  peculiar  to  the 

which  wc  find  nothing  in  inanimate  nature.  living  animal,  or  possessed  by  it  in  eon* 

The  force,  indeed,  by  which  the  air  is  mon  with  inanimate  nature  ? 
drawn  in  and  expell^  in  respiration,  ope- 
rates on  the  same  principle  as  in  the  bel-        It  requires  but  little  consideratioD  tB 

lows;  but  the  powers  by  which  the  ma-  answertheouestion  respecting  the  sensorial 

chinery  is  worlced  are  the  contractile  power  and  muscular  powers,    ana    the  powot ' 

of  the    muscular  fibre,   and  the    powers  peculiar  to  the  living  blood.   Where  do  we 

of   the    nervous    system,    by   which    the  nnd,  in  inanimate  nature,  a  power  wlikb 

stimulus    which    excites  it   is  both  pre-  can  be  mistaken  for  any  of  them  ?    Bat 

pared  and  applied.     The  motion  of  the  even  the  most  cursory  review  of  the  fane, 

blood  depends  on  the  same  principle  as  tions,  which,  it  appears  from  the  expm- 

that  of  the  water  in  its  pipes,  but  it  is  the  meats  above  leferrod  to,  are  those  of  the 

contractility  of  the  muscular  fibre  which  nervous  power  properly  so  c^led,  makes 

supplies  the  moving  power.    The  same  ob-  us  pause.    That  the  oxygen  and  carbon  of 

serration  applies  to  the  motion  of  the  van-  the  blood  combine  by  the  same  agency  at 

ous  members  of  our  body.  in    the  laboratory   of  the  chemist,  is  a 

In  like  manner,  in  the  processes  which  position  too  probable  to  be  hastily  dis- 

maintain  the  organs  of  all  these  functions,  missed ;  and  if  such  be  the  case,  to  what 

and  effect  the  separation  of  those  parts  of  other  functions  of  the  nervous  inflaenoe 

them   which    have    become   useless,   and  will  the  same  observation  apply  f 
therefore  noxious,  while  we  trace  the  same        The  following,  it  appears  from  expert- 

chemical  laws  which  operate  in  other  parts  meats  above  referred  to,  comprehend  die 

of  nature,  we  can  perceive  that  they  are  nervous  functions  properly  so  called  :— 
r(»nstantl^  modified  by  the  powers  peculiar        1.  The  excitement  of  the  muscles  of 

to  the  living  animal ;  for  it  is  not  only  im-  voluntary  motion  in  all  their  functions. 
possible,  by  any  chemical  arrangement,  to        2.  The  excitement  of  the  muscles  of 

produce  the    same    results  in  inanimate  involuntary  motion  in  some  of  their  Ainc- 

nature,  but,  even  by  the  principles  which  tions. 

regulate  its  phenomena,  to  trace  all  the        3.  The  maintenance  of  the  processes  oa 

steps  by  which  they  are  effected.    We  can  which  animal  temperature  depends. 
neither,  for  example,  imitate  the  process        4.  The  formation  of  the  various  secieted 

by  which  the  temperature  of  living  blood  fluids.    And 

is  raised  above  that  of  the  surrounding  5.  The  more  immediate  processes  of 
medium,  nor,  on  the  principles  of  the  che-  assimilation  by  which  the  structure  of  our 
mistry  of  inanimate  nature,  trace  all  its  various  organs  is  both  effected  and  main- 
steps.     No  position  can  be  more  erroneous  tained. 

than   that  the  chemical  processes  of  the        Of  these  functions,  the  excitement  of 

living  animal  depend  alone  on  the  same  the  muscles  alone  is  the  only  one  which 

laws  with  those  of  inanimate  nature.   The  may  be  supposed  to  be  the  effect  of  either 

properties  of  life  are  as  peculiarly  its  own  a  chemical  or  mechanical  ngent. 
as  the  properties  of  gravitation.  In  all  the  healthy  functions  of  life,  how- 

I  am  now  to  attempt  to  draw  the  line  ever,  in  which  the  muscular  power  is  em- 

of  distinction  between  the  powers  which  ployed,  the  stimulus  which  excites  it,  if 

the   living  nnimal  possesses  in  common  we  except  the  mere  power  of  distension; 

with  inanimate  nature,  and  those  peculiar  appears  to  be  of  the  former  description, 

to  itself.  Eren  those  stimulants  which  maintain  the 

With  respect  to  its  mere  mechanical  functions  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which, 

powers,  to  which  I  have  just  had  occasion  remotely  depending  on  the  stimulus  of  the 

to  refer,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  that  food,  may  at  first  view  l>e  supposed  to  be 

thev  are  powers  common  to  the  living  ani-  the  effect  of  a  mechanical  agent,  appear 

mal  and  inanimate  nature;  but  with  re-  to  be  wholly  of  a  chemical  nature.    Tba 
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ingetta  will  not  excite  a  secretion  of  gas*,  city,  it  is  powerful  respecting  the  general 

trie  joice  unless  they  possess  chemical  pro-  nature  of  that  influence;  because,  on  the 

perties  of  a  certain  description,  and  the  supposition  of  the  nerrous  influence  being 

Bucnlar  coat  of  the  stomach  is  not  duly  a  rital  power,  properly  so  called,  we  have 

Bxcited  unless  the  food  has  been  converted  here  a  vital  power  possessing  a  property  in 

into  a  healthy  chyme,  the  formation  of  common  with  a  thousand  inanimate  agents. 

irhich,  it  appears  from  direct  experiments,  Is  there  any  unequivocal  instance  in  which 

lependa  on  the  healthy  state  of  the  influ-  any  of  the  properties  of  a  vital  principle, 

■applied    by  the  brain  and  spinal  properly  so  called,  is  not  essentially  dif- 
lik( 


In   like  manner,  the  healthy  ferent  from  those  of  any  of  the  principles 

iction  of  the  intestines,  as  appears  from  a  of  inanimate  nature  ?    On  the  whole,  the 

tboniand  observations,  can  only  be  main-  property  in  question  was  suflicient  to  sug- 

taincd   when  their  healthy  stimulant  has  gest  the  trial  how  far  voltaic  electricity  is 

been  duly  prepared  by  the  chemical  pro«  capable  of  the  other  functions  of  the  ner- 

eesfes  which  take  place  in  the  duodenum ;  vous  influence. 

prliicb  also  depend  on  the  inflnence  sup-  No  hope  of  success,  of  course,  could 

Klicd  by  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow.     It  be  entertained,  unless  the  artificial  agent 

I  evident  that  all  the  other  functions  just  were  employed  under  the  same  circum- 

enamerated  are  of  a  chemical  nature.    It  stances    under    which   the    nervous    in- 

tli«a  appears  that  all  the  nervous  func-  fluence  operates;  that  is,  while  the  struc- 

Uons  are  chemical  processes,  and  cimse-  ture  of  the  or^ns  is  entire,  and  their  vital 

qiMotly  that  there  may  l>e  an  expectation  properties  unimpaired, 

of  finding  an  agent  in  inanimate  nature  Under  such  circumstances,  I  substituted 

OAMkble  of  them.  it  for  the  nervous  inflnence  in  the  various 

it  was  found  that  in  proportion  as  the  functions  of  secretion  and  assimilation, 

nervoua  influence,  properly  so  called,  is  with  success.    It  was  admitted  by  those 

withdrawn,  all  these  processes  fail.    It  is  who  witnessed  the  results,  that  these  func- 

evident,  therefore,  that  on  this  influence  tions  were  as  efiectually  performed  by  it,  as 

the  changes  observed  depend.     Whatever,  by  that  inflnence  itself;  and  the  experi- 

therefore,  that  influence  may  be,  all  its  ments  were  afterwards  publicly  repeated 

functions,  in  their  general  nature,  are  iden-  both  in  London*  and  Paris  f;  in  the  hkt- 

tlcml  with  the  effects  of  the  chemical  agent,  ter,  on  a  great  variety  of  animals,  and  in 

whatever  that  agent  may  be,  vvhich  ope-  both  instances  with  the  same  results.     In 

rates  in  inanimate  nature.      This   step^  the  first  of  my  papers  published  in  the, 

therefore,  appeared  to  be  gained.    Further  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1829,  en- 

reeauning,  however,  was  unnecessary,  be-  titled,   **  Some  Observations  relating  tq 

cause  it  was  not  difficult  to  submit  the  the  Function  of  Digestion,"  several  cir> 

question  to  the  test  of  direct  experiment.  cumstances  are  enumerated  which  it    is 

I  was  thus  led  to  consider  what  power  of  necessary  to  keep  in  view  in  conducting 

inanimate  nature  it  was  most  probable  such  experiments;  a  want  of  attention  to 

might  be  successfully  substitutea  for  the  which  has  involved  the  subject  in  much 

nervous  influence.  confusion. 

An  important  point  had  been    ascer-  Only  one  of  the  functions  of  the  ner. 

tained.    It  had  been  found  that  of  all  the  vous  influence  now  remained  which  had 

powers  of  inanimate  nature,  vui^iiic  elec-  not  been  efi*ected  by  voltaic  electricity — the 

tricity. is  m(»st  capable  of  the  c^ccitement  process  by  which  animal  tmeperature  is 

of  the  muscular  fibre,  that  is,  of  one  of  the  maintained.      For  the  purpose  of  deter- 

fanctions  of  the  nervous  influence.    This,  mining  how  far  it  is  capable  of  this  func- 

indeed,  went  but  a  short  way  towards  es-  tion,  it  was  judged  the  most  satisfactory 

tablishing  the  identity  of  the  two  powers,  moans  to  expose  the  living  blood  to  its  ef- 

so  many  other  stimulants  being  capable  fects,  both  in  its  arterial  and  venous  state. 

of  exciting  that  fibre.    It  is  not  to  be  over-  If  voltaic  electricity  operate  on  the  same 

I<ioked,  however,  that  feeble  as  this  argu-  principle  as  the  nen-ous  influence,  it  will 

nent  is  towards  proving  the  identity  of  raise  the  temperature  of  the  former,  but  not 

the  nervous  influence  and  voltaic  clectri-  of  the  latter,  which  has  already  undergone 

—7—— ^,    ,„ z ; — 7Z^ — .  ,o.w.  the  operation  of  that  influence.     Such  was 

•  PhtUMopblcal  TrantacHonB  for  I81A  and  \S22,  ^ 

Mid  Inqalry  Into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Function^  *  n«.„^  ^..ki^.i  n'..«-«^»i««-   f«,    i«-o      tk* 

Part  IV    In  au  animal  which  hai  aurrlTed  the  ,  *  Ph  lo.opWcal  Tranaactlona  for    18l2.     The 

dlrlston  and  aeparation  of  the  divided  enda  of  the  .-?»»"•»  ^^  '5«  .^^^■ii!!  "*"m  1^?..^ .iS^Ph^.tSl 

ciftath  pair  of  Jiwrea  till  the  content*  of  the  ato-  »«».    ff^  ^^o  the  London  Medicaland  Phyatcal 

Bach,  fimn  the  failure  of  nervous  influence,  have  Jo"n*l  for  M^^' Jf -^j/St".?*";  %^:»^  .„r  1. 

bMome  quite  dr,.  however  much  distended  wtth  t  De  »'Infi«««e  4u  8y«t*g«  B^«7J"f  ""  ^ 

food  it  may  be  (the  clrcum.Uncea  under  which  DIgeetlon  Stomach^e,  par  MM.  BrMchet.D.M.P. 

SrBre.te.1  mechanical  stimulus  la  applied  to  the  Ch*f  de  Tf  arawt  Anatomlqoe.  <«« /■  /■^^i*  ^e 

•JStaTllbres  of  the  .tomach).  not  even  the  JJ  w*S"%?v.v.««r  D  M  ^*  fMimol^Mu  k^t 

•Hgbtct  degree  of  iU  healthy  action  U  exclted.no  J-M-P. »  V.^^f ""'5,*^2?'/a/ YoQ  i^^ 

KTd^JdSi'.r.'**^'*^''^''^"'  propcUedlnto  «J,^i;t;,5i*;?£^^^^ 

405.— XIX.  ^  ^ 
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found  to  be  the  case.    The  arterial  blood  other,  confey  it  when   dnlj   prepand*. 

immediately  rose  several  degrees  on  com-  The  muscle  it  altoff^ther  MiiiiTe  till  tks 

ing  into  contact  with  the  Foltaic  wires^  inflaence  is  applied  to  it.     Bottbecattii 

bat  there  was  no  increase  of  temperature  wholly  different  with  reapect  to  the  «at 

in  the  Fcnous  blood,  although,  in  both  in-  of  many  of  the  functions  of  the  ganglieak 

stances,  the  blood  was  subjected  to  them  ivstem.      We  know,  from  direct  obseni- 

Bs  it  flowed  from  the  vessels;  it  having  tion,  that  in  many  of  them  there  is  i 

appeared,  from  previous  experiments,  that  cause  continually  operating,  which  lolidli 

the  delay  of  even  a  few  minutes,  although  the  nerrons  inflaence  to  their  oivani. 

no  Apparent  change  had  taken  place  in  the  In   these  organs  the  living  blood  lod 

blood,  and  no  clastic  fluid  had  been  disen-  nervous  inflaence  co-operate  in  the  fane* 

gained  from  it,  prevented  any  rise  of  tem-  tions  of  secretion  and  assimilation ;  ui 

perature ;  so  rapidly  do  some  of  the  pro-  it  is  an  acknowledged   fact,  that  vbea 

perties  of  living  blood  undei*go  a  change  an  increased  determination  of  blood  U 

after  its  removal  from  the  ve<»els  *.  secreting  oi^ns  takes  place,  there  is,  in 

Such  being  the  facts,  I  could  no  longer  the  same  proportion,  an  increase  of  thdr 

doubt  that  the  nervous  influence  and  vol.  secreted  fluids ;    a  result   which  cannot 

taic  electricity  are  powers  of  a  similar  nar  arrive  without  a  corresponding  supply  of 

ture,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  this  would  nervous  inflaence.      Thus  we   know  (ai^ 

be  most  convincingly  illustrated,  by  cans-  indeed,  we  had  reason  to  expect)  that  tkt 

ing  the  nervous  influence  to  pass  through  presence  of  the  living  blood  in  the  secretiof 

other  conductors  than  the  nerves ;  because  organs  solicits  a  proportionable  suppljoT 

such  a  fact  would,  independently  of  all  that  inflaence;    and   thus  it   was,   tbit 

others,  prove  that  it  is  not  a  vital  power  whereas,  while  I  operated  on  the  nervvs  of 

.properly  so  called,  it  being  acknowledged  voluntary    motion,     my     attempts    were 

on  all  sides  that  no  such  power  admits  of  wholly  fruitless,  the  very  first  attempt  wilk 

separation  from  the  texture  to  which  it  the  ganglionic  nerres  was  crowned  vith 

belongs  in  the  living  animal.  success ;  nor,  since  the  repetition  of  tbc 

With  this  view  I  made  many  vain  at-  experiments  in  London  and  Paris,  has  tbt 

tempts,  and  hardly  escaped  the  ridicule  of  fact  been  questioned, 

fli^associatesfor  expecting  that  the  nervous  .    If  the  facts  I  have  stated  be  correct,  vt 

influence  could  exist  in  any  texture  but  can  have  little  doubt  that  the  nervooi 

that  to  which  it  belongs  in  the  living  ani-  influence  is  of  a  nature  similar  to  the  in- 

mal.  animate  agent  which  was  substituted  for 

In  the  third  edition  of  m^  Inquiry  into  it;  for  to  say  nothing  of  the' circumstaare 

the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Functions,  the  reader  of  the  nervous  inflaence  being  capable  vf 

will  find  the  circumstances  detailed  which  existing  in  a  texture  different  from  that 

led  to  the  successful  experiment,  the  result  to  which  it  belongs  in  the  living  animal, 

of  which  was  publicly  confirmed  both  in  we  cannot  suppose  that  there  are  two  dis- 

London  and  Paris;  and  those  who  in  the  tinct  powers,  the  one  of  which  is  capable 

first  instance  ridiculed  my  expectations,  of  all  the  effects  of  the  other;  or  I  woold 

joined  me  in  stating  that  such  is  the  fact,  rather  say,  that  such  a  supposition  amonati 

The  cause  of  failure  in  my  first  experi-  to  a  contradiction  in  terms,  beainse  as  it 
ments  on  this  subject,  was  the  circumstance  is  acknowledged  that  we*  know  nothing  of 
of  having  made  a  wrong  choice  of  the  any  principle  of  action  but  by  its  proper- 
nerve  on  which  I  operated,  which  was  a  ties,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  by  these 
nerve  of  voluntary  motion.  alone  it  can  be  distinguished. 

It  will  appear  on  reflection  that  this  was  In  discussing  the  nature  of  the  nervoni 

a  wrong  choice.     Before  wo  can  expect  Influence,  too  much  has  been  ascribed  to 

that  the  nervous  influence  can  be  made  to  electric  tests,  which  are  referred  to  as  if 

pass  through  any  other  conductor  than  they  possesf^ed  a  power  equal  to  that  of 

that  to  which   it  belongs  in  the  animal  chemical  tests.     A  correct  chemiod  test 

body,  there  must  exist  a  powerful  cause  will  give  evidence  of  what  we  are  in  qoest 

soliciting  it  to  some  particular  point.     In  of  under  all  circumstances;  and  is  there- 

a  muscle  of  voluntary  motion  there  can  tore  capable,  in  all  instances,  of  detecting 

be  no  such  cause.    The  nervous  influence  its  presence,  and  consequently  its  absence 

is  not  attracted  to  the  muscle,  it  is  sent  to  also.    This  arises  from  there  being  but  one 

it  by  an  act  of  the  sensorium,  carried  into  counteracting  power,  that  of  affinity.    If 

effect  by  the  powers  of  the  nervous  organs,  the  affinity  be  stronger  in  the  test  than  in 

which  are  subjected  to  its  influence;  those  any  other  substance,  the  effect  of  all  other 

organs  which,  on  the  one  hand,  prepare  afllnities   is   destroyed.      We  possess  no 

that  influence,  and  those  which,  on  the  such  electric  test,  because  here  there  najr 

_  1,^  other  counteracting  causes  beside  the 

*  See  the  second  part  of  my  Inquiry  Into  the  .'■■■■'■-■                — - 

Laws  of  tbe  Vital  Functions,  EzpennenU  80, 81,  *  See  the  second  of  my  nners  la  tke  PUIoot- 

92,  83,  84,  and  86.  phical  TransicUons  i9r  ]». 
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power  or  afBnitT— opposing  carrents,  for  to  the  dictates  of  the  will,  the  electrie 

example.      Besiden,  we   know  that   the  power. 

properties  of  eiectridty  are  so  modified  by  Dr.  Dbfj,  in  his  last  paper  on  the  Tor- 

th«  powers  of  life,  as  gpratly  to  interfere  pedo*,  observes,   that  "when  the  brain 

vrlth  its  relations  to  onr  tests.    The  elec-  has    been     divided    longitadinally,    the 

trieity  of  the  torpedo  and  other  electrie  fish    has    continued    to    give    shocks  f; 

mnimals    does    not    affect     the   common  when    the   brain   has  been    entirely  ex. 

eleetrometer,  yet  no  one  has  doubled  its  tracted,  the  fish  instantly  lost  this  power. 

Identity  with  the  electricity  of  inanimate  though  the  muscles  generally  continued  to 

oatare.  act  powerfully  ;"  from  which  it  appears 

Althongh  electric  tests,  therefore,  give  that  the  electric  power  is  not  like  the 

evidence  of  the  presence  of  electricity,  we  muscular,  independent  of  the  brain,  but, 

eannot  by  their  means  prove  its  absence;  on  the  contrary,  immediately  depending 

a  Ikct  with  which  we  should   not  have  on  it;  proving  that  in  this,  as  in  all  the 

been  acquainted,  were  it  not,  under  cer-  other  nervous  functions,  as  appears  from 

lain  circumstances,  possible  to  prove  the  the    facts  stated  in  a  paper  which  the 

pfesence  of  electricity  without  their  aid  ;  Royal  Society  did  me  the  lionour  to  pub. 

that  is,   the  presence  of  electricity  may  lisli  in  1833,  and  which  was  republished 

tinder  certain  circumstances  be    proved,  in  my  loquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Sleep 

where  it  is  not  indicated  by  any  of  the  and  Death,  the  nerres  are  merely  the  pas- 

{iroperties  generally  admitted  to  be  peco.  sive,  the  brain  one  of  the  active,  parts  of 

lar  to  it.  the  nerrous  system  %. 

Suppose  it  were  said,  for  example,  that  In  the  foregoing  positions  we  here  find, 

cannot  admit  that  electricity  is  the  as  in  other  similar  instances,  that  when 


agent  in  the  combination  of  oxygen  and  truth  is  once  arrived  at,  other  fact%  l)eside 

carbim,  because  there  is  no  test  by  which  those  which  led  to  it,  arise  (and  still  others 

its  presence  can  be  detected  ;  the  reply  of  will  present  themselves  as  we  proceed)  to 

l>r.  Faraday,  I  conceive,  would  be — we  f  ive  it  their  aid. 

cannot  at  present,  whatever  we  may  do  Dr.  Davy  made  no  experiments  to  de. 
bereafter,  make  the  electricity  employed  termine  how  far  the  spinal  marrow,  the 
in  effecting  this  combination  evident  to  only  other  part  of  the  nervous  system  con- 
any  of  our  tests ;  but  I  consider  its  pre*  cemed  in  the  formation  of  the  nervous  in- 
•ence  as  a  necessary  inference,  because  I  fluence,  partakes  of  the  function  in  ques- 
bave  adduced  facts  which  prove,  either  tion.  Were  we  to  reason  from  the 
tbat  electricity  is  the  agent  in  such  com-  analogy  afforded  by  all  the  other  nervous 
binationa,  or  that  nature  here  deviates  functions  properly  so  called,  wc  should  ex- 
Amm  the  simplicity  observed  in  all  her  pect  to  find  the  spinal  marrow  sharing  it 
other  works.  Either  electricity  is  the  agent  equally  with  the  brain.  It  is  not  unlikely 
in  the  combination  in  question,  or  there  that  the  removal  either  of  the  brain  or 
are  two  kinds  of  chemical  affinity.  spinal  marrow  would  destroy  this  fnnc- 

Under   such    circumstances,   can    any-  tion,  as  is  found  to  be  the  case  with  respect 

other  reply  avail  except  either  disproving  to  the  more  complicated  functions  properly 

tbe  facts,  or  pointing  out  the  fallacy  of  the  termed  nervous — a  point  which  can  only 

Inference  }  be  determined  by  an  appeal  to  direct  ex* 

What  I  have  done  is  strikingly  illus-     ' '■ 

trated  by  the  late  investigations  of  Dr.  •  Phiio«ophicni  Trnnwactionn  for  1884. 

>E».__j__"'    f,    ;_  -«^_^   4V,aZ  «^n.antu  voara  f  A  fat  t  analogoQn  to  the  dUUIon  of  the  •i/ln»l 

Faradav.    It  is  more  than  twenty  years  „^„^^  leaving  unimpaJred  iu  influence  ou  the 

aince    I   found    that   voltaic   electncity   is  accreting  and  asaimUatlng  organ*. 

capable  of  all  the  functions  of  the  nervous  t  The  electric  orgHoa   in   the  antmala  called 

influence;  it  now  appears  from  the  facts,  electric  are  either  the  mean*  of  both  collecUng 

"        ,.  u    u-  ».-    #        J   J    U-- J  ^«.:...  ^r  and  Hpplyinr  the  electric  power,  or  of  aiiplying  it 

on   which   he  has  founded   his  doctrine  of  „^iy/\l  itV^ear*  from  the  trxperiment  if  Dr. 

electro- chemical   equivalents,   that  electri-  Davy,  referred  to  in  the  text,  that  the  brain  la 

city  is  the  agent  in  all  chemical  processes*,  eaaentlal  to  the  electric  function,  it  f^Uowa  that 

A.J^Ml:m«»  «<«   *Ka   i«ra*on/.<.tt  nf  Tfer   ITara.  ^^^*  orRHn    either   Itaelf   anpulies    the    eleclric 

According  to  the  inferences  of  Dr.  h  ara-  „7„,  ^„^,,j„  j,,^  electri?  organs  to  perform 

day,  therefore,  the  experiments,  Wbicn  thla  offlce.  That  the  former  I*  the  ra»e.  and  con- 
prove  that  the  nervous  influence  is  the  aeqofntly  that  the  electric  organs  are  on'y  the 
acent  in  the  functions  we  have  been  con-  n>«*o»  "J  »»»«  application  of  the  electric  power, 
Tp.     .          _i,     -  _u:-u   -  .  u»— .   -^— .    »..«  aijpeara  from  our  finding  from  direct  experiment 

aidennff,  all  of  which  we  have  seen  are  ^i^^  ^„  the  other  nervou.  runctiona  of  the  brain, 

chemieal  processes,  are  sufficient  to  prove  properly  so  called,  can  be  pei  formed  I'V  the  e  ec- 

itS  electric  nature ;  and  we   are   now  also,  trie  power  Hupplied  by  other  mean*,  and  that  In 

AM    the  nther  hand    famished  with  direet  ■**  t***^  nenroo*  funttiona.  the  nerrrM  (which  so 

on  ine  oiner  nana,  lurnisnco  jjiin  aireci  ^p,ou8iy  enter  into  the  composition  ot  the  eiec- 

proof  that  the    brain    is  capable    or  COl-  t,!^  organs,  the  great  «upply  of  nenres  being  pro- 

iecting     and    applying,     even    according  portioned  to  the  intensity  of  the  electrU-Ity  re- 

,_ ■ quired  for  th»  fnnctlon  of  thrte  organ*)  are  only 

•  Dr.  Faraday's  paper*  In  the  Philoaophlcal  the  means  of  conveying  tb«  Inittcaca  lappUcd  by 

TraaaacUons  for  im,  1888, 1884,  and  1886.  the  bralo  or  aplnal  marrvw. 
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periment;  or,  like  the  excitement  of  the  pow^.     They  con?ey  mn  infloenee  of  % 

muscles,  it  may  belong  to  either  organ  wholly   different  natnre  from  that  coa- 

separately,  or  it  may,  being  a  fanction  of  Teyed  by  the  nerres  of  the  latter  power ; 

volition,  belong  to  the  brain  alone.  and  the  only  analogy  which  can  be  traced 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  statements  between  their  fanction  and  the  opcratioBi 

I  may  refer  to  the  success  which  has  at-  of  inanimate  nature  is,  that  it  is  excited 

tended  the  employment  of  voltaic  electri-  by  impressions  received  from  the  agents  of 

city  in  those  diseases  which  depend  on  a  the  external  world;  to  which  we  are  ia- 

de^cient  supply  of  nervous  influence*.  debted  for  all    our    knowledge  of  that 

That  we  may  have  a  clear  view  of  the  world.    The  action  of  the  immediate  or- 

line  of  distinction  between  the  sensorial  gans  of  the  sensorial  power,  we  have  seen, 

and  nervous  powers,  a  more   particular  being  thus  excited  by  one  vital  part  acting 

consideration  of  the  former  is  necessary.  on  another,  and  by  its  vital  properties 

alone,  all  analogy  with  the  operations  of 

The  following  points,  we  have  seen,  are  inanimate  nature  here  disappears, 

made  out  from  the  phenomena  of  every  While  the  other  functiona  of  the  living 

day's  experience,  that  the  organs  of  the  animal  are  the  results  of  inanimate  agents 

sensorial  power  and  the  nerves  of  sensa-  acting  on  living  parts,  or  living  parts  on 

tion,  in  which,  of  course,  are  included  the  them,  in  the  sensorial  functions  we  set 

nerves  of  the  oigans  of  the  external  senses,  the  effects  of  vital  parts  acting  on  each 

are  distinct  oigans  i  the  former  being  the  other,  and  that  by  their  vital  properties 

immediate  organs  of  those  powers,   the  alone.     Hence  the  analogy  between  the 

latter  the  organs  which  excite  them.  former  and  the  operations  of  inanimate 

We  have  just  seen  reason  to  believe  that  nature,  and,  with  the  exception  jntt  point- 

the  influence  conveyed  by  the  nerves  which  ed  out,  the  total  loM  of  all  sach  analogy 

excite  the  muscles,  and  maintain  the  se-  in  the  latter. 

creting  and  assimilating  functions  and  the  Whence  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that 
due  temperature  of  the  animal  body,  is  a  such  analogy  can  arise,  except  from  the 
power  which  operates  in  inanimate  na-  operation  of  some  of  the  agents  of  the  in- 
ture;  because,  on  the  one  hand,  we  have  animate  world?  As  no  analogy  can  exist 
found  such  a  power  capable  of  all  the  where  there  is  not  some  property  in  corn- 
functions  of  the  nervous  influence,  pro-  mon,  and  where  any  propertv  is  observed, 
perly  so  called ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  there  the  agent  to  which  it  belongs  mart 
this  influence  is  capable  of  existing  in  operate,  it  necessarily  follows  that  in  all 
other  textures  than  those  to  which  it  cases  where  any  analogy  can  be  traced 
belongs  in  the  living  animal,  proving  between  the  functions  of  life  and  the  ope- 
that  it  is  not  a  vital  power,  properly  so  rations  of  inanimate  nature,  there  some  of 
called.  the  agents  of  the   latter  must  operate. 

Are  the  properties  of  the  influence  con-  When  the  phenomena  of  the  living  animal 
veyed  by  the  nerves  of  sensation  the  ftame  are  carefully  compared  with  the  preceding 
with  those  of  any  of  the  powers  of  inani-  facts,  it  will  be  found  that  in  every  in- 
mate nature,  or  can  this  influence  exist  in  stance  in  which  any  analogy  between  its 
any  texture  but  that  to  which  it  belongs  in  functions  and  the  operations  of  inanimate 
the  living  animal  ?  nature  is   observed,   the    interference  of 

It  is  enough  to  sav  that  its  only  pro-  such  an  agent  may  be  detected, 
perty  its  that  by  which  it  is  enabled  to  co- 

operate  with  the  immediate  organs  of  the  We  have  now  considered,  individually, 

sensorial  power.    To  such  a  property  we  the  various  powers  of  the  more  perfect  liv- 

not  only  find  that  there  is  nothing  analo-  ing  animal.    We  have  found  in  it,  beside 

gous  in  any  of  the  properties  of  inanimate  the  mechanical  powers  which,  it  will  be 

nature;  but,  as   will  more  fully  appear  admitted  on  all  hands,  it  evidently  pos- 

from  what  I  am  about  to  say,  that  the  sesses  in  common  with  inanimate  nature, 

organs  of  the  sensorial  power  are,  in  their  four  distinct  powers ;  three  of  them  vital 

healthy  functions,  unapproachable  by  any  powers,  properly  so  called— that  is,  powers 

of  its  agents:  it  is  therefore  perhaps  un-  having  properties  essentially  different  from 

necessary  to  add,  that  we  know  of  no  tex-  those  of  the  agents  which  operate  in  inani- 

turc  in  which  the  influence  conveyed  by  mate    nature.      Jn  the  fourth   alone  we 

the  nerves  of  sensation  can  be  supposed  to  recognize  one  of  these  agents;  for  we  find 

exist,  but  that  to  which  it  belongs  in  the  it  can  exist  in  other  textures  than  those  to 

living  animal.  which  it  belongs  in  the  living  animal,  and 

The  nerves  of  sensation,  therefore,  be-  that  (\e  can  substitute  for  it  one  oi  the 

long  to  the  sensorial,  not  to  the  nervous  powers  of  inanimate  nature,  without  de- 

ranging  the  functions  of  life. 

*  See  '"J  ''ap"  in  the  Phllo.oi)hic;ii  Tr«n«c-  As  it  is  admitted  that  the  living  animal 

tloDi  for  1817.  and  Inquiry  into  the  Laws  of  the  -^^„u„.  «r  »K^  ».<».lio«2«.l     .t.^^.1  :*  — 

Vital  Function..  Part  III.,  and  my  Treatise  on  Partakes  of  the  mechanical,  should  it  snr- 

looiKeiition,  7th  edition.  prise  us  to  find  that  it  also  partakes  of  the 
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'diemieal  powers  of  inanimate  nature  ?    It  She  agtiin  became  pre^ant,  and  ap- 

mppean  from  the  experimento  of  Dr.  Fa^  plied  to  me  to  attend  her.      The  labour 

imdaj,  abore  referred  to,  that  it  is  only  as  pains    beffan   on  the  23d  June,  1836. 

Jt  partakes  of  the  electric,  that  it  can  par-  b„  examination,  I   found  the  deformity 

All  .K    r^^^  P'''^®"*                   1    ^  h«d  considerably  increased,  the  anteri 

altSooSr  fnT;:^  ^J^i^n?  .:"  We'  Po^^-or  diame4  of  the  peWis  mea^ur- 

constwction  of  two  systems  in  a  great  de-  '"&  certainly   less  than   three    inches. 

iree  diaUnct ;  the  end  of  the  one  being  the  She  had  neglected  to  send  for  me  until 

maintenance  of  our  bodies,  of  the  other  *"«  membranes  were  ruptured,  and  the 

oar  intercoorse  with  the  world  which  sur-  child's  head  was  fixed  at  the  brim  of  the 

roonda  na.  pelvis.     The  pains    were  severe,  and 

In  the  remaining  part  of  this  paper,  I  naving  remained   with   her  more  than 

am  to  consider  the  various  relations  those  six  hours  with  no  advancement,  and  the 

powers  bear  to  each  other  in  the  main-  head  so  firmly  impacted  that  I  feared 

tenance  of  the  foregoing  systems;  and  the  rupture  of  the  uterus,  I  determined,  if 

way  in  which  these  systems  themselves  are  ^^  advancement  took  place  within  an 

riSlft"wlVr°^.!r''"*L*'''1r^'?i3  »'0"^   to  perform  craniotomy.     I   had 

A  whole,  in  wnich  no  part  can  be  affected    vi^j  u  -        j  •      j  j       j 

without  tcDdiog  more  or  less  to  influeDce  ^Y  ^^'  '"AL°  "™'*  de,free  produced 

every  other.  relaxation  of  the  os  uten  and  vagina. 

,    This  part  will  appear  in  the  next  num.  ^^^l .  «^aiting  the  full  time,  I  sent  to 

ber  of  the  Gaxette.  ™y  friend  Mr.  Woold ridge,  of  Jermj'n- 

Street,  to   assist  me  in   the  opcratioiT, 

• having  experienced    his  valuable  ser- 

SUCCESSFUL  LABOUR,  ;nU\C;Th„nr;i.e„'TL'pi 

WHBAB  THB   PELVIS  WAS  GREATLT  DB-  tient  g'ave  a  most  piercing  Sihriek,  and 

roRMBo  AND  CONTRACTED.  I  dreaded  what  might  have  taken  place 

(rupture  of  the  uterus).     To  my  great 

/n     t    -rtj'         ^»     ,^..    »^  surorise   and   satisfaction,    however,   I 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  found  the  child's  head  in  the  cavity  of 

gj^  the  pelvis,  and  in  half  an  hour  it  was  in 

_            *             .                  •11  *T    1*  a  ^^^  world— >the    animation  suspended. 

The  accompanying  case  will,  I  think,  We  moulded  ite  head  (which  was  sadly 

proTC  interesting  to  your  readers.  mis-shapen),  bled  it  from  the  umbilicus, 

Your  obedient  servant,  inflated   the  lungs,  used   the  hot-bath, 

Geo.  S.  Lilbubn,  M.D.  ^c.  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half 

24,  Harlty-Ptreet,  March  10,  1887.  before  aiiy  signs  of  animation  appeared ; 

r«.         T      r                ^1.1  ^e    child  then    gasped,  the   lefl    eye 

The  wife  of  a  respectable  en^ver  opened,  then  the  feftani  twitched,  then 

waa  recommended,  by  a  celebrated  sur-  ^  ,^ft  ,         ^^e  right  side  was  entirely 

geon  of  this  metropolis,  to  place  hereelf  paralysed,  and  remained  ao  five  houii. 

nnder  my  care  on  fier  approaching  con-  f  ^    -^^  ^j,^  „^jj,^,  „        water-gruel  for 

finement  with  her  first  child.     She  is  a  g^^  ^^          ^^e  suck^  her  child,  and 

abort  woman,  and  has  deformity  of  the  ^ad  no  unfavourable  symptom  during 

pelna,  from  protrusion   of  the  sacrum  convalescence.     Both  this  and  her  first 

•menorhr,  which  could  be  distinctly  aa-  ^|,j,j   ^^  ^^           ^„j  „  g^^  healthy 

certained  on  a  common  examination  per  y^     „         i„  ^^^^^                         ^ 

raannam.  -^            *^ 

On  the  4th   April,  1804,  the  labour    

naioa  began,  and  lasted  fifteen  hours; 

during  which   time  I   bled  her  freely.  DEATH  OF  THE  F(ETUS, 

When  the  child  was  bom,  its  head  was  ^rom  windino  of  the  umbilical  cord 

•  considerably    elongated,    the    parietal  round  the  neck. 

bones  overlapping^  and  the  animation  ^^ 
auapended :  b^  bleeding  it  from  the  um- 

biUcns,  inflating  the  lun^,  using  the  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

hot-bath,  and  external  stimuli,  it  cried  c,^ 

afier  little  more  than  three  quarters  of  ' 

^  ao  hoar.    The  mother  suckled  her  in-  In   the   Medical  Gazette,  part    the 

lant,  and  had  not   one    unfavourable  second,  session  18.36-7,   p.  231,  is  a 

symptom  during  her  convalescence.  note  from  the  Editor,  desiring  to  be 
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favoured  with  the  particulari  of  the  case  word   ttrMtpulaiiou  is   iiiis«|Mpti«l ;  k 

'*  where  the  child  was  stranj^Ied  by  the  oDght  to  be,  that  the  eircumvoliition  of 

umbilical  cord,"  Sic.  Sec.  the  umbilical  cord  rouod    the  diilih 

In  consequence  of  which,  I  beg  to  ueck,  made  such  a  presaure  on  the  ?(•• 

furnish  you  with  a  case  to   the  poiut,  sels  of  the  funis  as  to  stop  the  cireiU- 

and  which  occurred  to  me  20th  Novem-  tion  of  the  blood ;  tberebj  destrojiaf 

ber  last,  iu  this  town,  where   I   hare  the  child's  life.     Had  the  iafant  etcr 

practised   as  an  accoucheur  for   more  breathed,  then  the  word  ttrmmgltd  wmM 

than  the  last  ^hy  yean.     On  the  day  have  been  properly  used, 

above-named,  I  was  requested  to  attend  March  8  1887. 

on  a  lad  y,  whom  I  founo  in  labour  of  her  ' 

third   cnild,  which   labour  was  rather    

premature,  as  she  did  not  expect  to  be  «.«„  ^„  ,«»»«  ^^^^  ^-,  .,.^..« 

co„fined.  br  ber  own  reckoning,  for  six  ^^^^  OF  THE  ROOT  OF  POME- 

weeks.      On   examination  I  iound  the  GRANATE  IN  TAPE- WORM. 

breech  presenting,  and  betweenxhe  pains  

I  could  to  a  certainty  perceive  the  child  _      ,    -, ,.         ^    .-*...  ^ 

move,  and  therefore  alive,  the  lady  her-  ^^  '*«  ^^^^^^  ^f  '**  MedMcml  GmuUL 

self  noticing  that  her  child  was  alive,  Sir, 

that  she  felt  it  strong  at  the  beirinuinflf  ^               «.        i                    .             i  ^ 

of,  and   durinir  labour.    The  os  uten  F»^?  ««''V"8^  ^^  acwunt  m  joar  lart 

beinar  fully  dilated,  the  child  was  soon  "»."  "*>«''  ^^  ^^«  extraordinary  cane  of » 

forced  down  by  the  pains  to  the  os  ex-  «RhUen  Upe-wornis,  I  observe  the  last 

temum,  and  there  it  rested  (contrary  to  m^-icme  prescribed  was— 

my  hopes  and  expectations^  the  child  be-  I>ecoct.  Granati,  SiiL  ad.  Oj., 

ingr  so  small)  for  several  pains;  for  I  which  brourfit  away  thi«c  cntSie  won* 

concluded  its  expulsion  would  be  aln^ost  ^y  object  in  addreasinff  too  is  It 

immediate,  as  one  of  the  nates,  or  ischia,  gute,  that  the  infusion  of  the  ^h  buk 

bad  protruded  a  litUe  through  the  os  ^f  ji,^  ^oot  of  the  pomegraDate  t«e» 

externum :  this  circumstance  was  easily  considered  as  almost  a  ceruin  care  for 

accounted   for  after  the   birth   of   the  tape-worm    in    India,   both    with   tke 

child    as  the  umbilical  cord  was  tightly  Europeans  and  natives ;  and  also  to  add 

wound  round    its    neck    many    times,  ^^  ^^^  ^f  preparing  and  administer, 

which,  in  my  oninion,  reUrded  the  ex-  ;„     jj   ^s,  if  iny  praciilioner,  from  Un 

pulsion  of  the  child,  and  was  the  direct  ^^^  related,  should  use  the  infusion  sf 

cause  of  its  death.     After  I  had  sepa-  ^^  bark  of  the  fruit,  which  is  known  to 

rated   the  child   from  the  placenU,  I  ^e  useful  in  chronic  cases  of  dysenteiy 

found  it  loose  in  the  vagina.     In  my  ^nd    diarrhcea,  he   would    feel    disap- 

long  practice  I  do  not  recollect  such  a  pointed,  as  I  believe  it  is  not  of  Ibe 

clear  case  of  strangulation  at  the  birth,  giij-htest  use  in  Upe-worm. 

^'""V^u    TM^  ?  i"*!  T'ril.*Zifl  R  Cort  recent.  Radio.  Punic.  Onsali, 

round  the  child's  neck  as  I  have  deUil-  ^^.y    ^         .^  ^jy    ^         ^  ^fi. 

ed  to  you ;  nor  should  I  have  taken  Cola.                        •'       i 

notice  of  this  one,  had  I  not  read  your  '               .      •  ,            .        . 

note  at    the  foot  of  Mr.   Thompson's  Of  this  decoction  the  paUent  is  to 

case.     I  recollect  pointing  out  to   the  drink   a  wine  glassful,  and   to  repeat 

husband  of  the  lady,  who  is  a  young  that  quantity  at  longer  or  shorter  Ml^e^ 

surgeon,  and  who  was  in  the  room  at  vals,  as  the  sickness  and  faintness,  whiek 

the   child's   birth,  that  the  child   was  it  generally  produces,  will  allow,  oBtil 

dead,  and  shewed  him  how  the  nav  1-  he  has  drunk  the  whole.      The  worm  > 

string    was  wound   round   the    child's  generally  voided  in  a  few  hours  after 

neck  so  tight,  and  that  it  was  the  cause  the  patient  has  begun  to  take  the  medi- 

of  its  death.— I  remain,  cine,  and  not  unfre<iuently  comes  away 

Your  obedient  servant,  alive.— I  remain,  sir^ 

W.  C.  Hunt.  Your  obedient  senrant. 


Dartmonth,  March  0, 1837. 


P.  Leslie,  M.D.,M.ILC.S.L. 

WlUon-Placc,  BelgraTC-Sqaartf 
In  a  subsequent    note,    Mr.    Hunt  iitrch  14,  lb«7. 


writes  :— 

I  beg  to  correct  an  expression  in  my 
letter,  sent  two  days  ago.     I  think  the 
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ANALYSES  andNOTICESof BOOKS.         A  secoud  part  of  the  work  is  devoted 

to  the  use  of*  mercury  in  diseases  not 

«r*A.ft^..  .^.     X  II  ,  1  ^  venereal:   this  part  mi&fht  have  been 

*•  Anteur  ■•  tnc  k  allonger  ce  que  leleeteur  ••  „«^«„u„*  «.^^  '^   *      j   ?      -.i       ^    •'y*-** 

ttu  a  Abr^ger."— I»*Ai.KMBHitT.  somewhat  more  extended  without  bein^ 

tedious;   nevertheless,  it  contains  the 

Fnctical  Ob,ervatioH,  on  the  Venereal  fS'T  ^L^ffl?!?*^  ^1?"^  '"^"'" 

DUeute,  and  on  the  Use  of  Mercury,  wl  fu    ^    .^-  "^  ^*  '^"'^u^- 

Bv  Abraham  Colles,  M.b..  Surgeon  Jl*  ^^  ^lO.  perfect  s.ncer.  j-  say  tha 

to  Steevens's  Ho»piul.  and  late I'ro-  ^f.u^  *  rrlrZV'^  S"     ,"*  !•'  """"^ 

ftssor  of  Surgery  in  the  Roval  College  T  ™         i  •       v '  ,7'' /'"'™<:"»".  «»«• 

of  Surgeonsln  Ireland,  bvo.  pp.  3M.  r^'=;"""«"«'  ",?»  K''''j;  deserving  a  place 

•  _  ®       ,  vr  V.  pjf.  WW*,  jjj  every  practical  man's  library. 

JlISDiCAL  authors  are  in  general  divisi-  ^.^^^__^ ■ 

ble  into  two  classes— first,  those   who  =■====================«—— 

Sl-'^i^UaXo  i?a"  iutl?;..^     MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

mod  secondly,  those,  who  write  for  the  Saturday^  March  18,  1837. 

take   of  communicating  to  the   world  

the  results  of  their  experience,  and  so        "  Li<^«t  umnibuK,  Ucet  etiam  mihi,  dignitatem 

affording  to  others  the  means  of  partici-  ^'^^^  Medico  lueri »   potestiis  modo  venlendi  in 

pmting  in  the  benefits  resulting  Irom  the  P"**"'""*  **'»  «»»"»*»*  pericuium  uou  recu.o." 
epportunitics  which  they  may  have  en-  __  ickbo. 

^^;..    ,,,       I       Ki  *i.        .1  PROSPECTS  OF  LEGISLATION  FOR 

To  this  latter  class  belongs  the  author  mrrr.   ««-r.^r,^«,^*T 

of  the  work  before  us.      Dr.  Colles  has  ^^^  PROFESSION. 

1>een    long  in   the  enjoyment   of   the  mr.  warburton's  labours. 

liighest  reputation  as  a  practical  sur-  «„  ^     e        *        ^         '..        c 

ICeoni  not  content  with  having,  as  Pro-  Seventeen  to  four  in  a  Committee  of 

lessor  of  Surgerv  to  the  Dublin  College,  twenty-one,     is    a    proportion     which 

communicated  bis  precepts  to  a  large  promises     at    least   despatch    of  busi- 

number  of  the  present  and  rising  gene.  ^ess.       Seventeen    Poor- Law    supnor- 

mlioD  of  In9h  surtreons,  he  now  comes  .  .11         ■  •  1  1       •  •    !• 

forward,  wbUe  yet  in  the  full  vigour  of  *^"  ^*"   "^^'^   ^"*^^  ^<>^*^  "^'^^  ^«"' 

bu  intellect,  to  narrate  what  he   has  opponents,  while   upon  these   four  the 

seen  and-  learned  in  the  course  of  a  long  task  of  bringing  the  merits  or  demerits 

and  exlensive  practice  among  all  ranks,  ^f  the  medical    arrangemenU   of  the 
for  the  benefit  of  his  junior  professional  ,        .    ^        r>    i*  ^      1 

bi«tbren  system   before   Parliament,  almost  en- 

Jt  may  be  presumed   that  this  is  a  ^irely  devolves. 
purely  practical  book :  we  have  here  a        The  Committee,  it  may  be  said,  was 

Ifood  jjractical  description  of  the  various  fonned  in  the  usual  way,  and  without  any 

forms  in  which  venereal  symptoms,  both  „•  „  ♦«  ^««.-  r.        tt  11  .u       ♦u  «. 

■   .  J  •         *^  .   »u  view  to  partialitv.    How  odd,  then,  that 

pnmary  and  secondary,  present  them-  ,  ^  •:  ,  , 

selves,  and  most  valuable  observations  "P^"  *^  formation,  when  the  real  state 

on  the  mode  of  treatment.   The  author's  of  things  was  made  manifest,  a  motion, 

second  chapter,  ''on  the  administration  expressly  intended  to  balance  inequali- 

0/  mercury,"  highly  deserves  an  atten-  ^     ^^  ^^  ^jj  ^^^^^  ^^  approach  such  a 

tiTC    perusal :    he  insists   upon    everj  ,    .    , ,  ,  ./*^  , 

patient  being  put  throuj^h  a  preparatory  desirable    end,    was    discountenanced. 

process  prior  to  a  course  of  mercury,  Mr.  Walter's  simple  and  fair  expedient 

and  attributes  much   of  the  disrepute  of  adding  six  members  more    to    the 

into  which  this  remedy   has  fallen  to  Committee,    whereby    the     friends   of 

tne  neglect  of  this  process.  ,  ...  ,  1  ,         . 

Welave  not  space  to  give  an  analysis  thorough  inquiry  would  have  been  in- 

of  the  subjects  treated  of  in  this  work,  creased  totcn.still  leaving  seven  majority 

but  we  cannot  omit  a  particular  reference  on   the   other  side,  was  rejected   on  a 

to  the  chapter  on  syphilis  in  iiilante,  division.     But  the  numbera  that  divided 
which  contains  the  most  complete  and  .  tr   a  jx  ^*  r    < 

interesting  history  we   are   aiquaiuted  «°  ^^^  «^*^^^»«°  ^^""^^  *  satisfactory 

witii  of  the  phenomena  of  that  disease  demonstration.    Allowing  for  the  votes 

at  this  early  period  of  life.  of  the  adherents  of  the  party  iu  ^owet., 
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80  tenacious  of  the  present  Poor-Law,  able  member  should  enjoy  bis  ** 
and  clinging  to  it  as  they  do  to  other  his  inn,'*  and  trouble  himself  as  little  as 
things  much  more  substantial,  the  mi-  possible  in  future  with  the  perplexitks 
nority  was  sufficient  to  show  that  there  of  medical  legislation  ?      True,  bt  is 
is  still  hope  of  success,  when  the  pre-  pledged  to  report  on  the  masa  of  infor- 
sent  aspect  of  aflfairs  is  altered.     We  mation    gathered    on    that    iuTaluabk 
have  long  since  said  that  it  was  impos.  inquest  at  which    be  presided.      Bat 
sible   to   entertain  any  very  sanguine  the  whole  of  the  eTidence  has  not  jet 
anticipations   from   the  embodiment  of  seen  the  light ;  a  portion  only  of  it  bas 
Lord   John  RusselPs  scheme;  nor  has  bad  that  pririlege,  leariog  behind  all 
any  thing  since  occurred  (o  induce  us  to  that  relates  to  the  profesaioo  in  the  pro- 
modify  our  opinion.    In  the  event  of  a  vinces,  and  the  education   pursued  in 
dissolution,  however,  hopes  must  rise,  the  provincial  schools.     Till  this  comes 
and  the  prospect  decidedly  brighten.  forth  it  would,  of  course,  be  preraatore 
lu    looking    over    the  list    of    the  to  report:  the  evidence    most  first  be 
Committee,  many,  we  doubt  not,  will  laid,  in  its  entire  form,  before  the  me- 
have    been  struck    with    the    absence  dical  practitioners  of  the  empire.    To 
of  Mr.  Warburton's  name.    What  has  take  this   preliminary  step   Mr.  War- 
become  of  Mr.  Warburton,  tliat  great  burton    has    not   yet    bad    leisure,  — 
patron    of    the    profession,    the    late  which  must  be   a  source  of  consider- 
presiding    genius      of    the     Medical  able  annoyance   to  biro,    as  we  bap- 
Education    Committee  ?     Is    he    laid  pen  to  be   aware  of  bis  having  yean 
up  with  the  ^ri/)p6  or  the  gout;  or  why  ago  promised    several   parties  the  al- 
is  he  not  forthcoming  ?    Such  must  have  most   immediate  publication    of   their 
been  the  affectionate  inquiry  after  the  evidence ;  nor  did  the  Gon6agration  of 
honourable   member  for  Bridport,   by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  interfere  to 
those  who  afar  off  were  charmed  and  prevent  bis  performing  bis  promise. 
enchanted     with     the     loudly .  trum-        By  the  way,  we  recollect  the  levd- 
petted    exertions  of  the  famous  chair-  ling  part  of  the  medical   press  about 
man  —  by   those    Mho    fancy    that  a  that  time  rang  aloud  the  changes  on 
patriot  and  a  great  man  ought  never  to  the  "  providential*'  escape  of  the  doca- 
slumber  or  sleep,   but   that  he  should  ments  of  the  Committee:  there  woald 
persevere  to  the  death  in  the  glorious  be  no  interruption  of  Mr.  Warburton's 
path  in  which  for  a  time  he  moved.  labours  {   the  evidence  would   be  pub- 

But  is  human  nature  capable  of  this?  lished;  the  report  —  the  long-expected 
Is  it  not  possible  that  even  the  inde-  report,-  diu  muitumque  desitieraium'-' 
fatigable  Mr.  Warburton  should  have  would  appear  in  due  time.  How  grati. 
changed  his  mind  in  the  course  of  time,  fying  that  the  immense  expense  of 
and  that  he  may  have  formed  the  opi-  time  and  money  bestowed  in  collecting 
nion  that  he  has  had  quite  enough  of  so  splendid  a  mass  of  evidence  did  not 
trouble  with  medical  affairs,  and  of  go  for  nought,  but  that,  as  they  said, 
credit  as  much  as  he  had  any  title  to.  we  might  still  look  forward  with  con- 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  neither,  that  fidence  to  the  sweeping  changes  to  be 
he  is  now  a  regular  senator — a  Fellow  effected  by  the  member  for  Bridport, 
of  the  University  of  London — while  he  and  the  snug  prospect  of  a  ''  one  Fa- 
still  holds  his  shares  and  his  proprietor-  culty." 
ship  in  the  Gower-street  Collegfe.  Patient  waiters  on  Providence,  what 

After  such  labours  and  such  appoint-  is  it  you  any  longer  expect  from  Mr. 

nients,  is  it  not  natural  that  the  honour.  Warburton?      See  you  not   the    hon. 
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member  comfortabljr  settled  in  the  coun-  birth :  ibit  qui  zonam  perdiditj  we  doabt 
cil  seat  of  the  New  University  ? — See  not,  would  be  bis  repl  j,  were  be  pressed 
yon  not  bis  ill-disguised  solicitude  to  on  the  subject,  like  that  of  the  old 
become  its  major-domo,  by  procuring  soldier  in  Horace,  who  bad  got  quite 
the  place  of  registrar  for  a  certain  enough  of  warfare  as  soon  as  he  stocked 
creature  of  his  own  ?-«And  think  you  bis  purse.  Had  Mr.  Warburton  not  suc- 
tbat  be  will  pull  down  that  house  about  ceeded  in  finding  that  '*  port*'  where  he 
bis  own  ears,  in  order  to  set  up  for  may  '*  bid  adieu  to  hope  and  chance," 
joQ  asortof'Miberty-hair'?  or  that  even  we  should  have  better  expectations  of 
if  be  would,  be  could,  procure  a  charter  bis  future  exertions. 
Ibr  another  establishment  different  from  As  it  is,  we  despair  of  ever  teeing  a 
that  which  has  been  lately  with  so  much  line  of  this  once  deeply-longed-for  re- 
difficulty  obtained  ?  port,  but  which  nobody  now  cTcr  dreams 
But  in  sober  seriousness, what  Aa«  be-  of.  Our  despair  is  luckily  not  of  a 
come  of  the  mass  of  evidence  gathered  sombre  cast ;  we  are  merely  amused 
from  the  lips  of  many  of  the  most  dis-  at  the  verity  of  our  own  predictions, 
tingfuisbed  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Amusing,  however,  as  may  be  the  non- 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  provinces?  appearance  of  the  report,  it  is  otherwise 
Is  this  a  time  when  such  a  heap  of  in  respect  to  the  evidence  ;  nor  can 
yaluable  information  should  remain  in  we  lay  down  our  pen  without  once 
abeyance  ?— Now,  when  the  constitu-  for  all  demanding  to  know  why  is  not  the 
tton  and  character  of  the  profession  whole  of  the  medical  evidence  given  to 
throughout  the  empire  is  subject-matter  the  public ;  for  this  is  precisely  the  time, 
to  be  seriously  considered  in  connexion  if  ever,  when  its  publication  can  be  of 
with   the  yoke  and   brand  which  the  any  use  P 

Poor-Law  potentates  are  endeavouring 

to  fix  upon  it?    Is  this  a  time  for  such  puxy    OF    THE    MEDICAL    COR- 

documents  to  be  allowed  to  lie  useless,  PORATIONS 

ms  so  much  waste  paper,  while  we  are  ^^  ^^^  pbesbnt  crisis. 

patiently  to  expect  them  hereafter  when  

they    come    forth    obsolete    and    flat?  y^,  ^j^^  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Will  the  report  compensate  us, — a  re- 
port, of  the  possibility  of  constructing  ^'*>  j    .  .^i.,  «    v     • 

'^ .  ,  r  ,  You*  correspondent  Chimrgut,  "  who  is 

which    we    long    ago    expressed    our  „^„ifestly  in  the  counciU  of  hU  order," 

doubts,  and  tiow  entertain  them  more  has  taken  some  pains  to  convince  yonr 

atrongly  than  ever  ?  readers  that  the  general  nractitioner,  being 

-,-f  *:  _,  1  TIT    iir  placed  between  itoo  stools,  must  ine? lUbly 

What  report,  we  ask,  can  Mr.  War-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ground-that  the  natural  re- 

burton  possibly  draw  up,  having  the  least  lation  between  him  and  the  medical  cor- 

tendency  to  a  remodelling  of  the  medi-  poraUons  does  not  entiUe  him  to  look  to 

,        /         ,      „.      ,.*      II-  4    ^„«  either  of  them  for  protection  and  support  I 

eal  grades,  or  levelling  them  all  into  one,  j^^ge— 

when,  in     addition     to    his     original  « xhe  chUd  whom  many  fkihert  •bure. 

position  of  proprietor  and  shareholder  H«th  »eidoin  known  •  tother»i  cm*.** 

in    the     University   College,    he    has  A  gratifying  announcement,  truly ! 

accepted  U,e  .ppointment  of  a  Coan-  ,J;^- ^^-^"/^A'ctlinTJhe^^^ 

cillor    of  the    University   of  London ;  ^^  general  practitioners,  that  such  was  the 

both     esUblisbments     being    recently  case;  and  recent  evenU  have  forced  the 

«     .      J       '.I.    1^  •      r  It  ^^9  most  moderate  men   to   this  unwelcome 

chartered   with   his    full  concurrence?  J»~^JS^'"^d  t„  the  admi«on,  that 

Let  the  honourable  member  for  Bridport  g^^),  i^  g^a^  of  things  urgently  requires  a 

alone,  when  be  has  got  into  a  comfortable  remedy. 
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The  College  and  the  Hall  bad  better    ?»rtaioing  intb  g^tof  ~«^^ 

^^^^"rtL^^'"^''^^'^'"'^'^"'  astteE^xr^is^r^^^^ 

now  upon  them.  ^^^  ^^^  knowledge  of  tfao 

Sft  .oa  cu!qae  die..  ^^^^^^^  .^  ^^^  chemical  and  ph^akal  pro. 

Why  should  either  of  these  bodies  waste    ^^^^s  of  the  urine,  and  of  the  relation 
any  time  in  vain  and  fruitless  disputes*    ^bich  these  bear  to  the  morbid  changes  in 
with  a  pack  of  Jesuits,  on  the  literal  mean-    ^^  constitution,  is  less  than  might  have 
ing,  or  the  spirit,  of  a  clause  relating  to    ^,^^5^  anticipated  from  the  nnmcrons  ex- 
the    qualification     of    medical    oncers?    perimenU  performed  upon  it    To  obviate 
Could  no  better  occupation  be  furnished  t    ^^^  defect,  he  suggests  to  practitioners  to 
Have  not  all  these  bodies  been  officially    i^gtitute  a  series  of  what  may  be  called 
and  repeatedly  informed,  from  respecta-    statical   experiments,  made  precisely  in 
ble  and  authentic  sources,  of  the  injuries    ^^  ^j^^^   mode,    and   consequently  ad- 
and  insults  received  by  their  Licentiates    nj^ting  of  direct  comparison  with   each 
from  the  Poor-hiw  authorities  ?    Do  they    ^^^^     j„  ^^e  prosecution  of  this  plan,  an 
doubt  the  representation  of  facts  as  noto-    individual  was  selected,  as  the  standard  of 
rious  as  the  sun  at  noon-day ;  or  have  they    comparison,  of  sound  constitution  and  re- 
no  sympathy  for  men  suffering  such  un-        j^^  habits.    The  average  healthy  sUte 
merited  andintolerable  grievances  ?     Will    ^f  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  thlg  individual  was  fint 
they  permit  the  profession  to  be  deeply    ascertained,   and  afterwards  the  natare 
degraded,  and  its  usefulness  seriously  im-    ^^  amount  of  the  occasional  deviations, 
paired,  without  making  one  well-directed    ^^j  ^^  causes  to  which  these  were  re- 
effort  at  resistance  ?  ferrible.    This  object  being  first  attained, 
WhLt  they  wiU  do,  remains  to  be  seen.    ^^  „,^y  compare  this  standard  case  with 
What  they  can  do,  has  been  stated.  What    ^^jj^j.  individuals,  noting  the  diffcrencesof 
they  might  and  should  do,  you  have  pro-    constitution,   habits,  &c.      The  circum- 
perly  indicated.    Let  us  hope,  then,  they    glances  which  the  author  has  selected  for 
will  arouse,  at  leneth,  from  their  lethargy,    txperiment  are  the  following :— Eateaal 
and  declare  to  the  legislature, even  in  these    characters,  including  colour,  odour,  dear- 
dog-days  of  political  economy,  that  the    ^^^^   specific   grafity,   &c.  ;     degree  of 
present  system  of  medical  relief  to  sick    acidity;   presence  and  amount  of  albu-* 
paupers    is  destitute  of  humanity,  inju-    jj,^^.  amount  of  residuum  after  eraponu 
rious  to  the  community,  and  intolerably  de-    ^j^^ .  proportion  of  this  soluble  in  akohol; 
grading  to  the  profession.  amount  of  sfdine  contents ;  of  culcareons 
Such  a  step  must  lead  to  the  best  re-    ^^ ,  ^^^  gpontaneous  changes.     As  a 
suits.    It  must  command  attention  and    gpgcimen  of  the  tabular  form,  the  author 
ensure  respect;  it  must  raise  the  hopes    gnbjoinsa  synopsis  of  some  experimeota 
and  augment  the  efforU  of  the  whole  pro-    performed  on  the  urine  of  the  healthy  in- 
fession.  dividual,  and  also  on  that  of  the  patient 
If,  at  any  period,  active  union  and  cor-    ^j^j^  exostosis,  whose  case  was  read  at  a 
dial  co-operation  can  be  useful  to  the  pro-    ^^^  meeting, 
fession,  now  surely  is  the  time.    If  it  be 

desirable  that  one  sentiment  should  am-        ^    ^       ^^^  ^^  ,^d^  containing— 
mate  the  entire  body  of  the  profession, 

that  sentiment  should  be—"  He  who  allow    «  a  Detcriptum  of  two  new  JnUruments^-'thg 

oppression,  ^ares  the  crime."— I  am,  sir,  jirst  for  tying  Polypi  of  the  Uterus^  Note 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  and  Ear,  and  encysted  TomiU  ;  the  other f» 

A  Country  pRACTiriONB*,  sewing  together  the  edges  <^'  vesico'varwel 

BUT  NO  Slatb.  and  rectovaginal  FistuU,      By   William 

MoTch  13,  18S7.  Beaumont,  Es(u.  Surgeon  to  the  Isling- 

ton  DispensaryV* 


n  /^  V  A  T    Turi?  rfcinAT     AND   C  HTRUR-  The  advantages  attending  the  use  of  the 

ROYAL   MEDIC  AL    AND   CHIRUK  ^^^^^  ingimi^t,  the  author  considers  to 

GICAL  SOCIETY.  consist  in  the  greater  facility  of  applying 

Tuetday.  March  14.  1837.  the    ligature,    in   its  exerting  a   great« 

x««uiiy,             -,  power  of  constriction,  and  in  its  being 

.  Pr.  R.  Bright,  the   President,  in  capable  of  being  removed  as  soon  as  the 

THE  Chair.  noose  is  tied,  without  any  diminution  in 

—  the  degree  of  constriction.     The  aathor 

l>r.  Bostock  on  the  Pathology  of  the  Urine.  relates  fo«'",?«^"^^7t?I.^l?'!ft  W^ 

J         4  •J.i.T-  «««»-.  •iitr  meatus  audilonus  extemus,  the  other  la 

A  PAPER  was  read  eont^'n'oK  ""Xn  "fi  Sf  nosUil.  in  which  he  had  operated  with 

^tions,  by  Dr.  Bostock,  of  a  plan  for  ^,,i„,t„^,„t.  i„  rfi,  the  relief  remain! 

' — ' '                 Z       T  complete  as 'far  a*  he  is  aware,  and  in  th^ 

rtonSl**  AppSTdU^c.'^'''*  ""^  ^        "^     ""  three  fonner  instances  the  hearing  of  the 
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jMitiebts  was  to  a  great  degree  restored  indeed  the  aTefage  sosceptibilifj  inasl 
mmediately  alter  the  operations.  be  small,  for  grooms  and  Teterinary  snr- 
The  paper  was  accompanied  with  dia-  geons  take  few  or  no  precautions  in  ex- 
grams  of  the  several  instruments;  and  the  amining  the  diseased  animals,  and  yet 
iBstmments  themselves  were  exhibited  and  the  proportion  infected  compared  with 
explained  to  the  meeting  by  the  author.  the  number  exposed  is  by  no  means  con- 

siderable.      That    such    persons   exhibit 

great  carelessness  in  examining  glandered 

CLINICAL  LECTURES,  horses,  appears  from  the  directions  giren 

DBLiY.RBDATTHs  *?   ^\^  ««   Farriery,  « that  the  finger 

should  be  introduced  into  the  nostnls  for 

MEATH  HOSPITAL  AND  COUNTY  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  cer- 

OF  DUBLIN  INFIRMARY,  *»'»  spots  suspected  to  be  ulcers  are  so 

or  not.'*      Now  when  the   viscid  gluey 

During  the  Semon  1836-7.  nature  of  the  discharge  from  the  nostril 

D      ty    ^    ^      ^«/i-.««-  is  taken  into  account,  we  cannot  but  con- 

Bt  Peofbssor  Graves.  ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^^j^  oneiition  of  introducing 

Lectdrk  VIIT  ^^  finger  into  sucn  a  mass  of  vitiated  ana 

poisonous  secretion  would  more  frequently 

Ctmnden  and  ButUm-farey  in  the  human  tub'  prove  the  means  of  infection,  were  the 

J^^Particulart  of  a  com  of  GUinden,  human  consUtution  very  suscepUble  of  the 

with  the  poft-mortem  appearance$^Remark  poUon,  for  we  are  to  recollect  that  thd 

.Ml  the  variety  of  Skin  dinatet  produced  by  fingers  of  such   persons  are  seldom   free 

the  introduetUm  if  an  animal  poiton  into  the  from  scratches  and  abrasions. 

eyttem—Cate  of  Button  farey—Analof^out  \  ghall  now  read  the  following  case  of 

•ppMmiiMf ,  where,  «  in  Typkui,  an  anwuU  glanders  in  the  human  subject.      It  is  one 

pocsmi  it  tometimet  generated  in  the  body^  of  extreme  interest,  and  has  been  most 

Furuncular   injiammation,    or    earhuneU,  faithfully  and  graphically  detailed.       It 

generated  by  animal  poiton^Alto  luberelet  occurred  in  the  Richmond  Hospital,  and 

— Sometimet  a  pratemaiural  whitenett  pr»-  ]]as  been   communicated    to  me   by   Dr. 

ceda  the  purpU  hue  of  mortification —Re-  M'Donnell.      You   will  find  in  it  many 

maikt  on  Fhiegmatia  doUnt-^  Fhlegnuuw  pointe  of  resemblance  to  a  series  of  cases 

doUm  of  the  Eye,  translated  from  a  German  journal,  and 

In   pursuance  of  my  intention,    as  an-  published  in  a  late  number  of  the  Medico- 

nonnced  in  a  former  lecture,  I  shall  pro-  Cliirurgical  Review. 

ceed  today  to  the  consideration  of  two  Patrick  Wallace,  a  healthy,  muscular 

afiTeetions  resulting  from  animal  poison,  man,  aged    20,  was  admitted    into    the 

one  of  which  has  been  but  recently  intro-  Richmond  Surgical  Hospital  on  the  6th 

duced  to- the  notice  of  the  medical  profes-  October,  1836.    It  was  stated  that  he  had 

rion;  of  the  other,  I  am  not  aware  that  been  in  care  of  a  glandered  horse,  driving, 

there  are  any  published  cases  in  existence,  cleaning,  &c.  and  that  he  had  been  in  the 

I  allude  here  to  glanders  and  botton-farey  habit  of  drinking  out  of  the  vessel  fVom 

in  the  human  subject.  which  the  horse  drank.     It  appeared  also 

The  profession  is  chiefly  indebted  to  the  that  he  had  had  an  abrasion  on  one  of  his 

researches  of  Dr.  Elliotson  for  the  first  ears.    On  admission  he  had  much  of  the 

•ceurate  account  of  glanders  in  the  human  appearance  of  a  person  labouring  under 

•abject,  a  disease  which  has  now  excited  cynanche  tonsillans :   he  could  only  open 

a  very  large  share  of  attention  here  and  his  mouth  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch : 

on  the  continent.     Many  other  observa-  this  was  the  only  uneasiness  complained 

tions,  published  since  Dr.  Elliotson  under-  of.    The  left  tonsil  was  very  much  enlarg- 

took  the  illustration  of  this  disease,  have  ed^  red,  hard,  and  projecting  towards  toe 

established  the  fact,  that  the  morbid  matter  middle  line ;   no  fluctuation  could  be  felt 

•ecretedbyhoTses  labouring  under  glanders  There  was  a  general  fulness  about  tha 

may  communicate  the  infection   to    the  angle  of  the  jaw,  extending  upwards  nearly 

faamao  subject,  and  thus  give  rise  to  a  as  fkr  as  the  zygoma.     The  submaxillary 

loathsome,  pain(\al,  and    generally  fatal  gland  on  the  same  side  was  also  enlajved 

disease.    From  the  notices  which  I  have  and   indurated.      These  symptoms   had 

been  able  to  eollect,  it  appears  that  glan-  been  ushered  in  by  feverishness,  a  few 

ders  is  man  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  days  previous  to   admission.      He   was 

in   Ireland— so  frequent,  indeed,  that  I  ordered  to  have  eight  leeches  to  the  throat, 

think  the  legislature  is  called  on  to  imitate  to  be  followed  by  a  poultice,  and  a  bolof 

the  wise  example  of  the  Prussian  govern-  composed  of  calomel  and  jalap. 

ment  in  placing  glandered  horses  under  Next  day  the  external   swelling   was 

tiie  snrydllance  of  the  police.  found  to  be  increased;  greater  dimcultj 

Like  many  other  animal  poisons,  that  of  opening  the  mouth ;    the  tonsil  still 

•f  glanders  does  not   seem   capable   of  bard  and  swollen.    Twelve  leeches  were 

Afleoting  every  individual  indiscriminately;  applied  to  the  fauces,  and  the  patient  took 
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the  tartar  emetic  mixture  of  the  hospital,  consideraUe  blash  of  redneM  anrandcael 

ivith  sulphate  of  magnesia.  pustule,    which    at   this    period    beoBW 

On  the  I5tb  of  October  the  disease  is  greatly  increased  in  size.     When  om  d 

reported   tti  be  on  the  increase.     Tonsil  the  resides  was   pnnctnred.    the   srm 

still  hard,  but  no  fluctuation ;  left  side  of  appeared  to  come  from  a  siDglc  caviij 

the  face  greatly  swollen ;  eye  of  same  side  under  the  cuticle ;  this  operatiuo  did  tM 

nearl)r  closed  from  tumefaction  of  the  lids;  produce  any  subsidence  of  the  tumor,  i 

general  inflammatory  appearance  over  the  considerable  hardness  still  remaining  ii 

cheeks,  and  great  hardness  of  the  tissues  the  cutis  or  beneath  it,  with  a  caritf  ii 

about  the  angle  of  the  jaw  of  the  same  the  centre  in  which  the  serum  was  cua- 

side  extending  towards  tiie  chin ;  several  tained.    A  number  of  achores  exi«tcd  ia 

circumscribed  spots  of  redness,  varying  in  various  parts,  congregated  together,  aai 

extent  from  the  size  of  a  sixpence  to  that  not  much  larger  than  the  head  of  a  pin. 

of  a  halfpenny,  with  irregular  margins,  These  clusters  were  surrounded  by  wkUt 

scattered  over  different  parts  of  the  body,  raiud  margint,  having  mach  the  appcaraaec 

Two  pustules  observable  on  the  left  leg.  of  wheals,  and  about  a  line  and  a  half  or 

19tD. — A  vesicle  containing  a  yellowish  two  lines  in  breadth  ;    between  these  flnt- 

serum  observable  on  the  left  tonsil;   the  gins  and  the  achores  there  existed  aUae 

same  inability  of  opening  the  mouth  con-  of  redness.      The  whole  taken  togrtbcr 

tinues;  increase  of  sweUing  over  the  left  are  rather  of  an  oral  shape.    Theie  alss 

side  of  the  face;  a  small  abscess  has  formed  existed  numerous  inflammatory  spots  oa 

on  the  posterior  part  of  the  left  forearm;  the  right  shoulder,  left  arm,  and  other 

some  delirium  during  the  night;    three  parts  of  the  body.    These  were  of  a  dark 

evacuations  from  the  bowels.    The  tonsil  brown,   approaching    to  a   lirid  coloar; 

to  be  brushed  over  with  a  solution  of  when  pressure  is  made  on  them  the  colev 

nitrate  of  silver ;  a  blister  to  the  fauces :  disappears,  but  returns  immediatelv  when 

the  tartar  emetic  mixture  to  be  continued,  it  is  removed.      On   running  the'  iagn 

17th. — Some  sleep    during  the   night,  over  them  a  small  hard  tumor  was  felt  ia 

interruptedby  delirium  of  a  low  muttering  the  centre:    the  margina  of  these  ^olf 

character.     Patient  appears  willing  to  an-  were  irregular. 

swcr  questions,  but  cannot,  from  obstruc-  On  the  I7th  the  character  of  the  diicase 
tion  in  the  mouth.  This,  however,  lasts  became  more  plainly  developed:  at  3 
but  for  a  moment,  and  he  then  lapses  into  o'clock  p.m.  pus  in  considerable  qoaaiitj 
a  state  of  incoherency.  Mouth  open  to  was  observed  to  issue  from  both  nostrils 
the  extent  of  half  an  inch ;  left  eve  closed ;  The  patient  was  ordered  to  take  the  soli- 
considerable  swelling  of  the  left  side  of  tionofchlorateofsodaiDternally  indnelui 
the  face,  which  is  indurated,  hot,  tense,  doses,  three  times  a  day,  and  'also  a  six- 
and  shining;  all  the  glands  on  both  sides  tore  composed  of  carbonate  ofammoaia, 
of  the  jaw,  but  particularly  on  the  left,  liquor  astheris  oleosus,  and  camphor  ais- 
are  swollen  and  hard  ;  same  state  of  tonsil;  ture.  At  5  o'clock  p.m.  he  was  found  half 
nares  dilated  ;  breathing  stertorous,  some,  out  of  bed,  his  head  resting  on  the  pillow; 
what  hurried,  about  28  in  the  minute,  and  still  able  to  express  his  wants;  pulse  wA 
interrupted  by  frcqueut  sighs.  Pulse  veiy  to  be  counted;  legs  and  feet  cold;  bnatk. 
small,  rapid,  intermitted,  aud  cannot  be  ing  stertorous;  numerous  stigmata  scat< 
counted;  skin  hot,  tongue  furred,  teeth  tered  over  the  surface  of  the  body.  Tbi 
covered  with  sordes.  lie  complains  of  purulent  discharge  from  the  nostrils  hm 
great  thirst,  but  says  he  feels  no  pain;  ceased,  but  there  is  a  dischaive  ofmacvt 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  he  feels  great  fVom  the  mouth,  with  consitwrable  fcrtor 
uneasiness  in  the  joints  and  limbs  when  of  breath. 

moved.    There  is,  however,  no  swelling  or  8  o'clock  p.n.^A  copious  perspiratisa 

redness  of  the  joints.     There  is  no  dis-  has  broken  out  over  the  body;   face  rid, 

charge  from  the  nostrils,  nor  is  there  any  tense,  shining,  and  very  moeh  swelled: 

perceptible  ulceration  of  the  mucous  mem-  swelling  has  now  extended  to  the  rigkl 

brane  of  the  nose.     "So  apparent  affection  side  of  the  face;   right  eye  ncariy  ch^cd; 

of  the  absorbent  glands  in  any  other  part  can  open  the  leA  better;    a  few  pustaki 

of  the  body.  have  made  their  appearance  at  the  ioacr 

Dtiriiig  this  period  vesicles  and  pustules  cantbus  of  the  eye.  Pulse,  tongue,  and 
of  various  sizes  and  at  various  stages  of  skin,  as  in  last  report ;  delirium  and  mat- 
growth   had    made  their  appearance   on  tering  continue. 

different  parts  of  the  bod^,  particularly  on  Died  at  4  o'clock  a.m.  October  16th. 

the  back.     They  varied  m  size  from  the  On  examining  the  body  ten  hoars  afin 

head  of  a  pin  to  the  section  of  an  almond,  death,  the  reduess  was  found  to  have  dis- 

In   the  tifHt    stage    thev   resembled   ven*  appeared  from  the  face ;   the  glands  aboat 

minute   vesiele.i,  scarcely   surrounded   by  the  left  angle  of  the  lower  jaw  as  bcfiiR 

any  inflammatory  border,  and  containing  mentioned:    they  were  found  awCtcd  ts 

a  limpid  serum.  In  lh«  sei-oud  ^\a%c^  tha  the  surrounding  jtarts.  The  t^Unl^  tissas 
&crujii  uus  replaced  bv  \m^  v  vWi«  >N>ick  ik    c^\^ivii%  >\vt  v3^^tMaj&&uc\  aad.  ^amtirf 
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glands  was  infiltrated  with  serum,  and  nearly  allied  to  the  Tariety  of  glanders 

indurated ;    numerous  depositions  of  pus  termed  button-farcy.     I  regret  that  want 

wvre  found  in  the  tissue  of  the  submaxil-  of  time  has  prevented  me  from  arranging 

lary  and  parotid  glands.     The  brain  was  its  details  in  a  form  more  worthy  of  your 

firm,  but  its  Tentricles  contained  a  con-  attention,  and  were  not  the  disease  one  of 

siderable  quantity  of  fluid  ;  the  arachnoid  comparatively  rare  occurrence,  1  should 

membrane  was  opaque  in  many  places ;  not  have  ventured  to  lay  the  case  before  you 

several  patches  of  vascularity  were  ob-  in  its  present  imperfect  state. 

served  on  the  pia  mater.    The  lungs  pre-  The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  gentle- 

sented  a  congested  appearance ;  numerous  man  residing  at  Rath  mines,  an  extensive 

pustules  were  scattered  over  their  surface,  proprietor  of  horses,   and    who,   having 

some  separate,  yellow  in  the  centre,  and  originally  graduated  as  a  surgeon,  exhibit, 

sorrounaed    by  an    ecchjrmosed    border,  ed  much  skill  in  the  veterinary  art    About 

others  existing  in  clusters.     They  resem-  the  time  of  his  illness  he  had  had  some 

bled  in  every  respect  those  found  on  the  horses  in  his  establishment  labouring  un- 

sarfaee  of  the  body.     The  lining  mem-  der  glanders  and  button-farcy,  to  which 

brane  of  the  larynx  was  very  much  inflam-  he  paid  particular  attention.    Afterhaving 

ed,  especially  about  its  upper  part  and  laboured  for  some  days  under  considerable 

about  the  epiglottis.     The  inflamed  parts  lassitude  and  derangement  of  the  stomach 

in  this  situation  were  of  a   livid    hue.  and  bowels,  he  was  attacked  on  the  8th 

There  was  some  appearance  of  vesicles  in  of  July  with   rigors,  followed  by  great 

the  trachea,  but  this  could  not  be  satisfac-  thirst,  excessive  heat  of  skin,  and  pains  in 

torily  ascertained.     The  bronchial  tubes  his  limbs.     The  moment  he  felt  himself 

wore  filled  with  mucus.     The  stomach  attacked  in  this  way,  he  said  he  was  sure 

contained  a  quantity  of  yellowish  green  that  he  had  got  some  dangerous  infection 

mucus ;    its  lining   membrane  presented  f^om  the  horses,  and  would  never  recover.- 

an  ecchymosed  and  inflamed  appearance.  He  took  some  blue  pill  and  colocyntb. 

The  liver  was  somewhat  enlaiiged,  and  which  produced  a  few  dark  and  very  foetid 

adhered  by  its  inferior  margin  to  a  few  evacuations.     On  the  9th,  his  pulse  was 

folds  of  intestine.     The  periosteum  did  94,  his  urine  very  high  coloured,  his  thirst 

not  exhibit  any  appreciable  deviation  from  and  feverish  symptoms  rather  increased^ 

the  normal  state.  and  he  suffered    g^reatly  from    constant 

One  of  the  chief  things  to  be  noticed  in  nausea  and  vomiting.  A  tumor  now 
the  foregoing  case  is  the  variety  of  inflam-  began  to  appear  about  three  inches  above 
matory  affections  observed  in  the  skin,  as  the  inner  ankle  of  the  right  foot.  He 
the  result  of  the  introduction  of  an  animal  applied  a  poultice  over  it,  but  was  obliged 
poison  into  the  system.  There  was  in  to  remove  it  in  a  short  time  in  consequence 
the  first  place  the  general  diffused  redness  of  the  pain  occasioned  by  its  weight.  The 
of  the.  face,  then  superficial  inflammatory  tnmor  was  about  the  size  of  half  a  walnut, 
spots  on  the  shoulders  and  arms  resembling  of  a  dull  red  colour,  tense,  shining,  and 
erythema  nodosum ;  in  the  next  place,  exquisitely  painful.  Its  external  aspect 
scattered  puctules  of  various  sizes,  com-  was  peculiar,  and  might  be  compared  to 
mencing  in  the  form  of  a  vesicle,  which  something  intermediate  between  a  boil 
afterwards  became  a  pustule  surrounded  and  a  spot  of  erythema  nodosum.  On 
by  an  inflammatory  zone ;  and  lastly,  the  10th,  another  tumor  of  the  same  cha- 
achores  congregated  together  and  sur-  racter  appeared  near  the  outer  ankle  of 
rounded  by  an  elevated  white  margin,  the  same  leg;  and  in  this  way  the  disease 
within  which  there  existed  an  inflamma-  went  on,  tumor  after  tumor  appearing  on 
toiyringofa  red  colour.  Another  point  different  parts  of  the  body,  with  an  in- 
worthy  of  notice  is  the  state  of  the  lungs  crease  of  the  feverish  symptoms,  until  the 
and  bronchial  mucous  membrane.  The  20th  of  July,  when  he  was  first  seen  by 
lining  membrane  of  the  larynx,  particularly  Dr.  Halahan.  At  this  time  several  tumors 
in  tiM  vicinity  of  the  epiglottis*,  was  in-  had  appeared  on  different  parts  of  his  body; 
flamed  and  of  a  livid  colour,  and  there  was  there  was  one  of  an  extremely  painiul 
an  indistinct  appearance  of  vesicles  in  the  character  on  his  head,  and  he  complained 
trachea.  But  what  was  particularly  de-  of  great  tenderness  and  pain  along  the 
serving  of  note  in  the  longs,  was  the  ex-  right  clavicle.  His  thirst  was  still  urgent; 
istence  of  pustules  on  their  surface,  bear-  his  restlessness  excessive;  the  slightest 
ing  the  closest  resemblance  to  those  found  motion  gave  him  exquisite  pain,  and  sleep 
on  the  surface  of  the  body.  It  is  not  had  completely  abandoned  him.  He  had 
Stated  whether  there  was  any  appesirance  endeavoured  to  regulate  his  bowels  by 
of  vesicles  or  pustoles  in  the  nose,  pharynx,  purgative  medicines,  and  had  applied 
or  oBsophagus,  but  we  are  told  that  the  leeches  to  the  tumors  and  to  the  clavicle 
stomach  was  ecchymosed  and  inflamed.  at  various  times,  but  without  any  decided 

The  following  case  was  witnessed  by  benefit..    There  were  eight  or  nine  tumors 

myself  and  Dr,  llalahan,  and  seems  more  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  of  the  cha^ 
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racter  before  mentioned,  without  any  wete  obserrable  on  their  larfaces,  nick  m 
tendency  to  gupparation,  and  so  exquisitely  generally  preeede  mortlScation  in  dots  of 
painful  that  he  could  only  bear  a  single  anthrax  and  malignant  carboncle.  Neit 
sheet  ofer  him.  The  inflammation  about  day  he  was  eridently  worse;  bis  pnlsr was 
the  clavicle,  which  was  of  a  dilTuse  cha-  108,  his  fe? er,  pain,  and  restleanies  anabat- 
racter,  had  extended  up  the  neck  and  over  ed ;  and  a  miliary  emption  began  to  nake 
the  right  shoulder;  there  was  not  much  its  appearance  over  his  chest  and  abdoofB. 
swelling  except  about  the  clavicle ;  the  The  vesicles  now  began  to  increase  on  tlw 
colour  of  the  affected  parts  was  a  peculiar  surfiice  of  the  tnmor,  his  fever  and  rest- 
dusky  red.  Immediately  over  the  clavicle  lessness  were  aggravated,  and  his  miod, 
two  vesicles  were  observable,  filled  with  a  which  had  been  liitlierto  collected,  began 
transparent  fluid.  Three  dozen  leeches  to  wander.  His  restlessness  was  so  ex- 
were  ordered  to  be  applied  over  the  clavicle  cessive  that  he  could  not  remain  for  a 
and  shoulder,  and  the  patient  was  directed  moment  in  the  same  position,  and  being 
to  use  chicken-broth,  beef-tea,  and  other  a  person  of  much  mechanical  ingenaitv, 
Ught  nutritious  articles.  he  had  a  set  of  puUies  constmeted  and 
On  the  21st,  all  sjrmptoms  are  stated  to  fastened  to  his  bedstead,  so  that  be  eooM 
be  on  the  increase.  His  fever,  thirst,  and  move  himsdf  in  various  directions.  Hit 
sleeplessness,  are  undiminished;  his  tongue  medicines  and  diet,  with  the  addition  of 
furred  and  dry;  his  teeth  covered  with  claret,  and  opiates  at  night, were  cootinQed 
sordes;    his  pulse  small,  weak,  and  rapid ;  as  before. 

bis  nausea  and  vomiting  not  so  trouble-  On  the  6th  of  Angnst  he  was  still  wone ; 
some.  He  had  received  no  benefit  from  the  tumor  on  the  head  continued  to  en- 
the  application  of  the  leeches;  the  swelling  large,  and  decided  sloughing  had  taken 
and  stiffness  of  his  neck  was  increased,  place.  The  tnmor  on  the  clavide  pre- 
and  he  bad  now  some  difliculty  of  swallow-  sen  ted  the  same  aggravation  in  appear- 
ing. The  erysipelatous  surface  of  the  ance  and  character,  and  a  fresh  tnmor  had 
neck,  clavicle,  and  shoulder,  were  lightly  appeared  on  the  back  of  his  head.  A 
brushed  over  with  lunar  caustic,  which  pustular  emption  now  began  to  make  its 
gave  the  patient  an  agreeable  sensation,  appearance  over  his  body,  chiefly  over  the 
and  from  which  he  stated  that  he  derived  abdomen  and  limbs,  his  symptoms  became 
much  relief.  This  was  repeated  the  next  aggravated  in  erery  respect,  the  delirinm 
day  at  his  own  request,  and  with  equal  and  watchfulness  increased,  and  he  died 
benefit;  the  difficulty  of  deglutition  di-  on  the  1 0th  of  Augast,  abont  thirtv* three 
minished,  and  for  two  days  he  went  on  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
pretty  welL  On  the  2dth,  there  was  an  ease.  He  attributed  his  illness  to  attend- 
evident  increase  of  fever;  the  tumors  over  ing  horses,  four  of  which  had  died  of 
the  body  and  limbs  were  increasing  in  bu tton- farcy ;  and  what  is  also  rarioos, his 
size  and  number ;  and  his  anxiety,  reiet-  nephew,  who  had  also  been  engai^ed  aboat 
lessness,  and  sufferings  unabated,  lie  had  the  diseased  animals,  had  fever  of  a  typhoid 
taken  alterative  doses  of  calomel  and  character,  with  petechias  of  a  larger  sort 
James' powder,  and  his  bowels  had  been  than  usual,  but  ultimately  recovered, 
regulated  by  mild  aperients  and  enemata.  The  symptoms  of  glanders  in  the  human 
I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  the  28th.  subject  have  been  so  fully  detailed  by 
His  pulse  was  then  98,  small,  and  easily  Dr.  Elliotson  and  others,  that  it  only  rr- 
compressed ;  his  thirst  excessive ;  his  mains  for  me  to  make  a  few  observations 
restlessness  and  agony  such  as  would  connected  with  this  subject  In  the  fint 
strongly  excite  the  pity  of  persons  most  place  it  may  be  observed  Uiat  most  diseases 
conversant  with  scenes  of  human  suffering,  produced  by  the  deleterious  effect  of  animal 
He  had  several  tumors  over  different  parts  poisons  on  the  economy  show  a  tendency 
of  his  body,  all  exqoif<itely  painful,  and  in  to  cause  not  only  fever  often  of  a  malig- 
their  aspect  something  between  boil  and  nnnt  character,  but  also  various  forms  of 
erythema  nodosum.  Some  of  them  were  external  disease,  chiefly  limited  to  the 
hard  to  the  touch,  others  which  appeared  superficial  glands,  subcutaneous  cellular 
more  advanced,  were  softer,  and  had  a  tissue,  and  skin.  In  urticaria,  small  pox, 
boggy  feel.  There  was  however,  no  ap-  and  measles,  the  external  disease  is  diieflf 
pcarance  of  any  thing  like  suppuration.  limited  to  the  skin:  in  scarlatina,  we  hare 
He  was  ordered  sulphate  of  quinine,  often  swelling  of  the  parotid  ffland,  with 
chicken  broth,  ale,  and  other  light  nourish-  infiltration  of  the  adjacent  cellular  tissue 
mcnt,  and  an  opiate  at  night  On  the  in  addition  to  the  cutaneous  eruption  :  in 
31st,  a  tumor  appeared  on  the  right  side  syphilis  and  cases  of  dissecting  wounds 
of  his  forehead,  larger  and  more  painful  we  have  disease  of  the  skin  f^quently 
than  any  of  the  rest.  Another  of  a  similar  combined  with  an  affection  of  the  super- 
character  showed  itself  on  the  right  clavi-  ficial  lymphatic  glands.  The  same  obsei^ 
clc,  which  had  been  previously  affected,  vat  ion  applies  to  typhns,  many  cases  of 
Shortly  after  their   appearance,  vesicles  which  are  cbaracterisnl  by  an  emptioB.of 
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fpott  over  different  parts  of  the  body,  or  by        Anotber  point  which  it  deseiring  atten- 

the  oocurrence  of  what  are  termed  pete-  tion  with  reference  to  the  phenomena  of 

^hie.     On  these  matters  I  need  not  en-  external    disease  in  cases  where  animal 

large,  as  you  are  all  well  acquainted  with  poisons  have  been  generated  in  the  system, 

them,  but  that  vesicles  and  pustules  very  or  arisen  from  infection,  is  the  occurrence 

similar    to    those    observed  in  dissection  of  tumors  in  different  parts  of  the  body 

wounds,  and  other  diseases  produced  by  partaking  of  the  characters  of  furuncular 

the  direct  introduction  of  animal  poison  inflammation  or  carbuncle,  and  running 

into  the  system,  may  arise  from  the  action  through  a  somewhat  similar  course.    These 

of  morbid  changes  spontaneously  occurring  tumors  formed  a  very  prominent  feature 

in  the  body,  is  a  fact  which  admits  of  being  in  the  case  of  Wallace ;  and  in  the  geiktle- 

proved,  and  opens  to  us  a  new  and  in-  man  who  laboured  under  button  farcy, 

teresting  field  of  inquiry.     Thus,  in  cases  they  constituted  one  of  the  most  important 

c»f  typhus,  where  the  effect  of  pressure  or  symptoms  of  the  disease.      We  also  ob* 

ffome  other  accident  has  occasioned  bed-  serve  something  similar  to  this  in  that 

■oresof  a  bad  character,  and  even  where  form  of  venereal  which  Mr.  Carmichaei 

there  are  no  bed-sores  present,  I  have  on  terms  tubercular,  and  which  is  charac- 

several  occasions  seen  low  secondary  fever  terized  by  the  appearance  of  small,  hard, 

pTodnced,  and  have  observed  vesicles  or  dark  red  tumors,  on  various  parts  of  ths 

pnstnles  appear  on   the  skin,  similar  to  body,  which  exhibit  a  very  imperfect  ten- 

those  described  by  Mr.  CoUes  as  accom-  dency  to  suppuration,  and  frequently  give 

panying  the  fever  of  dissection  wounds,  rise  to  sores  of  a  bad  and  unfavourable 

Ab  example  of  this  occurred  some  time  character.    Another  circumstance  observed 

ago  at  this  hospital,  and  yon  have  recently  in  Dr.  McDonnell's  case    deserves  some 

witnessed  another  in  the  case  of  a  young  share  of  attention ;  T  allude  to  the  white 

man  recovering  from  typhus.     It  might  elevated  margins,  like  wheals,  around  the 

be  argued  that  the  secondary  fever  and  redness  which  more  immediately  encircled 

eruption  in  such  cases  arise  from  the  ab-  each  cluster  of  achores,  and  which  we  are 

sorption  of  morbid  matter  into  the  system,  to  look  upon  as  in  a  less  advanced  stage  of 

and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  there  is  its  progress,  being  as  it  were  only  the  first 

some  colour  of  argument  for  this  state-  stage  of  the  latter.      It  is  a  curious  fact 

ment  where  the  patient  labours    under  that  on  many  occasions  a  preternatural 

bedsores  of  a  bad  and  gangrenous  cha-  degree  of  whiteness  precedes  the  redness 

Tacter,  but  that  this  explanation  is  not  the  and  congestive  purple  hue  which  ushers  in 

tme  one  appears  from  the  case  of  the  mortification.     This  is  generally  known 

▼oang  man  to  which  I  have  alluded.     He  in  the  case  of  the  nose  when  frost-bitten, 

bad  no  bed- sores  to  account  for  the  se-  and  which  always  appears  pretematorally 

condaiy  fever  and  eruption;   and  we  can  white  in  the  commencement.     Something 

only  explain  by  supposing  that  it  is  the  analogous  to  this  was  observed  in  some 

result  of  a  poison  generate  in  the  system  cases  of  bad  typhus  treated  here  in  1826 

during  the  course  of  fever;     This  is  par-  and  1827.     The  nose  sometimes  assumed 

ticularly  deserving  of  notice,  as  I  am  not  a  peculiar  white  colour,  and  not  unfre- 

aware  that  any  author    on  typhus  has  quently  exhibited  a  tendency  to  mortifica- 

noticed  this  symptom,  or  pointed  out  the  tion.      When  first  seen  it  had  a  preterm 

circumstances   under    which    it    occurs,  natural  whiteness,  and  looked  very  like  a 

The   same    phenomenon   is   occasionally  nose  made  of  white  wax  ;   in  the  course 

observed  where,  in  consequence  of  external  of  a  few  hours  it  changed  to  a  purplish 

injury,  diffuse  cellular  inflammation  has  red,  and  exhibited  symptoms  of  approach- 

tiUcen  place.     Thus,  several  years  ago,  a  ing  gangrene.     Again,  in  urticaria,  we 

wo^ian  was    admitted    into  the    Meath  often  see  some  portions  of  the  inflamed 

Hospital,  who  had  diffuse  cellular  inflam-  skin  assume  a  white  colour,  and  the  same 

mation  in  consequence  of  receiving  a  kick  occurrence  may  be  noticed  likewise  in  the 

on  the  chest.     After  a  few  days,  CuUes's  wheals  caused  by  nettles  or  the  stings  of 

pustules  appeared  on  different  parts  of  the  bees.      In  general  we  connect  the  idea  of 

body,   ana  she  died  with  symptoms  of  integumental  inflammation  with  the  ap- 

croup.     On  dissection,  the  croupy  symp-  pearance  of  redness,  and  this  phenomenon 

toms  were  found  to  depend  on  an  eruption  is  explained  on  the  hypothesis  that  a  pre- 

of  vesicles  filled  with  opaque  serum,  over  tematural  quantity  of  blood  is  circulating 

the  lining  membrane  of  the  larynx  and  in  the  inflamed  parts.     How  then  are  we 

trachea.      Something  analogous  to  this  to  account  for  the  facts  I  have  mentioned? 

was  observed  in  the  case  of  Wallace ;  and  To  what  cause  are  we  to  attribute  the 

the  coincidence  is  further  strengthened  by  co-existence  of  increased  vascularity,  and 

the  frequent  occurrence  of  diMfe  of  the  a  remarkable  whiteness  or  pallor  of  the 

lining  membrane  of  the  larynx  and  tra-  parts?  a  state  displayed  in  a  very  remarka- 

eheain  many  other  febrile  affections  ac-  ble  manner  in  phUgmada  ^ens,     I  think 
oiMDpaiiied   by   catanaons   eruption,    as  -  the  explanation  is  not  veiy  difficult  when 

anaU  pox,  measles,  syphilis,  and  scariatina.  we  recollect  that  the  <capillary  vessels  of 


LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


WEEKLY  JOURNAL 


iKetifriht  anb  tfyt  Collateral  »titnm* 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  36.  1837. 


LEOTDK£a 

MATERIA  HEDICA,   OR  PHARMA- 
COLOGY, AND  GENERAL 
THERAPEUTICS, 

DtUtwal  t  tin  AUmfU  SiAobI  of  Mtditme, 
Br  Jon.  Pkesib*,  Eiq.,  F.L.8. 


I,  OS  71BACBX, 

one  of  theUimt,  and,  jd  point  of  (true 
tnie,  one  of  l£e  most  naluni]  famitiei  of 
tbe  Tcgetable  world;  and  one  alio  which 
afTen  manr  pointa  of  intereBling  inquiry. 

Bdamai!  charvclen. —  Legu  miaousplanti 
preacDt  Ihemadves  under  three  liiniii; 
•ome  are  herbaceoui,  some  are  ahrnbbj, 
while  otben  furm  large  tree*.  The  leave* 
sn  ntuallT  alternate,  with  itipalei,  oflen 
coaipauDd,  and  in  lODie  instances,  *i  in 
MlmoM  padica,  are  rer;  Iniuble.  Tbe 
flower*  are  ninall;  binxaal,  rarel;  polj 
gainoni,  or  diiscioo*.  Tbe  caljx  is  fiia- 
pkTled,  toathed  or  cleft,  inferior,  with  the 
odd  Mcment  anterior.  The  pctali  an 
ijt,  or  bj  abortion,  fonr,  (nrelj  leai  than 
tbia  nnmber,  or  wanting)  imerted  into  the 
caljx  or  tomi.  A  conudenble  number  of 
tlie  planti  of  this  family  have  papiliona- 
caKM  flower* ;  the  large  upper  petal  of 
which  farmi  the  vaiUum  or  ilamtard  ;  the 
two  lateral  one*  are  called  alte  or  unwi, 
while  the  two  lower  ones  are  nniled  oy 
their  nargina,  forming  what  is  called  the 
tariaa  or  luet.  Although  all  legnmliKiui 
plant*  bare  not  tbia  kind  of  flower,  vet  all 
plant*  with  oapilionaceon*  flower*  belong 
W  lUa  bmlly.    Tbe  itaBiinK  are  unidlj 

4W.— xn. 


FlO.  161. — Pajritiiniattfat  /bmn. 


ma;  be   distinct,    monadelphoua,  diadel- 

Shou*,  or  occaaionally,  though  rarel;,trla- 
elpbaui.  Tbe  otarium  i*  simple.  Bupft- 
rior,  one. celled,  with  a  simple  aiyle  and 
stigma.    The  tnit  i*  either  a  legume  or  a 


Flo   ie2.—Lesviia  ef  Ctnlimta  Siiiqua. 

The  term  legnmlnoiB,  used  to  dedgnale 
this  order,  Is  erldenlly  objectionable,  since 
all  the  plants  bate  not  leguminous  fruit; 
and,  on  the  other  band,  all  plants  vhich 
Inve  legnminons  fruit  do  not  belong  to 
irder,  for  some  Amjridacen    hare 


legames. 
The  • 


seeds  are  (with  one  or  two  ex'cep- 
tiona)  dettitate  of  albomen  i  the  embryo 
3  P 
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is  either  ttralght,  (reclaabris)  or  the  ndicle    which  we  oblaln  gum  and  •atringenl  mu- 
ii  bent  on  the  cotjledou*  {caretmbria).  ters),  inbitaDcea  of  TUied  pcopeftU*  irt 

procnrad. 


c,  Kullcle  bcsl  on  ihc  cstTlcdoDi  (mmmtrt^) 

Diealon. — Decandolle    tbni   (nb  divides 
Ibia  eitensiTe  funilj  intn  four  anb  orden 
(■-,„„,.„. j_    5  1-P«pil">niien 
LwnmU  y  """"''^-  laSwartziea, 


H'atary. — Theopfa  mat  u)  mild  DJiMCoridM 
■peak  of  a  plant  which  thej  call  awvfnm, 
or  irrigTor,  which  was  probablj  whit 
Pliny  lermi  Gmiita,  though  the  Roman 
hiBtoiian  was  himsetr  duubtfol  on  thii 
point.  The  plant  Tefemd  to  is  cammaalj 
8nppo«ed  to  be  Ihe  Spartittm  jmunm,  u 
5fuiiuA  bnoK,  which,  according'  to  Dr. 
Sibtborp,  ii  now  termed  in  Greece,  nrdfrt. 
Botanical  chafoetm, —  Spaoiih  broom  iia 
decidnuui  ihrub,  a  natiTe  of  the  aoDth  of 
Earope,  having  oppoaite  roand  branebo, 
Sowenng  at  the  end,  leaiea  lanceolate,  bat 
few 


floweiB,  ID  terminal  racemes,  itaoma  m 
nadelphous,   lei^omen    plaDO-compnned, 
manj  seeded,  glandlesi. 


'lid.— Not' 

ture,  feguminosn  form  one  or  the  most 
natural  families  of  the  regetable  crealian, 
jet  it  muit  l>e  confesfad  thai,  considered 
with  reference  to  their  chemical,  dieteli 
cal,  and  medicinal  properties,  thej  offer 
tittle  nnirormit;.  To  illoalrate  this,  wa 
maj  compare  the  properties  of  similar 
organs  (seeds,  for  example]  of  different 
legaminosa^:  and  we  shall  find  that  aome 
•re  valuable  articles  of  food,  aa  peas  and 
beans ;  while  others  are  medicina!,  or  eien 

{loisonnus.  Thas  the  seeds  of  Spartinm 
anreum  in  small  doses  are  diuretic,  in 
HTger  ones,  emetic  and  pnr^tire;  and  in 
some  other  instances  we  find  leguminous 
seeds  baving  a  specific  inGuence  over  the 
nervous  sjstem  :  for  example,  the  seeds  of 
CytisuG  laburnum  are  narcotieo-acrids,  or 
in  some  cases  almost  pnre  uarcotics.  Five 
s  of  CyliifM,  the  active  principle 


iwerfull 


i    tlinn 


grains  of  tartar  emetic  ;  eight  graii 
on  Chciallier  in  a  verj  alarmiog  manacr. 
Bread  made  of  flonr  containing  tbc  seeds 
either  of  Lathjrns  cicera  or  Ervum  erviUa 
has  >D  several  instances  operaled  in  a 
poisonous  manner,  giving  rise  to  paralysis 

Even  plants  of  the  same  snb.order 
will  hardly  admit  of  comparison.  Thus 
among  PapiiiouacetB  ne  find  nutricnta, 
demulcents,  tonics,  astringents,  emetics, 
pargativea,  dinretica,  Qarcottca'Bcnds,and 
pure  narcotica'.  tT^salpineiE,  tor  the 
most, part,  possess  purgative  properties, 
yet  with  inan^  exceptions;  and  so  with 
lespeot  to  Hunoue  (from  the  stcou  of 


Fkyiiological  (fntt.— Tbe  seedi  are  eow- 
ticand  porgativein  large  doses,  and  diure- 
tic in  smaller  quantities.  The  two  firal  of 
these  eOecta  are  stated  by  Dioscondes  Id 
be  those  of  avdarior.  Dr.  Pearson  calls 
broom  a  ton ico -diuretic,  since  it  imptova 
the  appetita,  and   inrigorates  the  whole 

Uia.  —  They  have  been  employed  bv 
Dr.  Eccles,  of  BirmiDgbam,  Id  dronrical 
cases.  Their  advantage  over  other  oiunc- 
tics  is  their  tonic  operation,  in  consequenee 
of  which  they  may  be  penisted  in  for  an 
indefinite  length  of  time. 

A^BUHiOrulioa. — The  best  method  of  ex- 
hibiting Ihesa  seeds  is  In  the  fonn  of  liaf- 
twv,  prepared  at  the  Binnin^Mm  fao^i- 
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tal,  of  two  onnces  of  the  braised  seeds  Dr.  CoUen,  "I  hare  inserted  this. in  my 

to  eight  ounces  of  proof  spirit.      The  dose  catalogue  from  my  own  experience  of  it. 

of  this  preparation  is  from  one  to  three  I  found  it  first  in  use  among  our  common 

drachms.     The  powder   of  the  seeds  may  people ;  but  I  have  since  prescribed  it  to 

be  taken  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  fifteen  somepf  my  patients  in  the  manner  foUow- 

grains  three  times  a  day,  in  cold  ginger  ing: — I  order  half  an  ounce  of  frrsh  broom 

tea,  or  mint  water.  tops  to  be  boiled  in  a  pound  of  water  till 

,  one-half  of  this  is  consumed,  and  of  this 

Cytisus  seoparius.  decoction  T  give  two  table  spoonfuls  every 

Hiitory, — Some  have  fancied  that  the  hour,  till  it  operates  by  stool  and  urine ; 
ffrofTiov  of  the  Greeks  was  our  common  and  by  repeating  this  exhibition  every 
broom,  (Cvtisus  scoparius),  but  it  is  much  day,  or  every  second  day,  some  dropsies 
more  likely  to  have  been  Spanish  broom  have  been  cured."  Having  very  frequently 
(Spartiumjunceum)  as  already  mentioned,  employed  broom  in  dropsies,  I  can  add 
Common  broom  is  termed  in  some  botani.  my  testimonjr  to  its  powerful  effects  as  a 
cbI  works  Spartium  scoparium,  in  some,  diuretic.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single 
Genista  scoparia,  in  otl^rs,  Cytisus  sco-  ca*:e  in  which  it  has  failed  to  act  power- 
Jiarins.  fully  on  the  kidneys.  In  some  cases  it 
Botanical  hiUory.  —  This  indigenous  produced  a  most  marked  and  beneficial 
shrub  grows  in  great  abundance  in  dry  effect  on  the  dropsical  eff'usion.  Accord- 
gravelly  thickets  and  fields.  It  is  from  ing  to  my  experience  it  is  the  most  cer. 
three  to  six  feet  high.  Its  branches  are  tain  of  all  diuretics  in  dropsies.  In  large 
numerous,  long,  straight,  angular,  smooth,  doses,  broom  is  emetic  and  purgative. 
«nd  green :  the  leaves  are  ternate,  stalked.  Uses. — It  has  been  principally  or  solely 
the  upper  ones  simple,  the  leaflets  oblong,  employed  in  dropsies,  and,  as  already 
The  papilionaceous  flowers  are  axillary,  mentioned,  sometimes  with  great  benefit, 
stalked,  large,  of  a  bright  yellow  colour:  Of  course  its  chance  of  cure  depends  on 
calyx  two-lipped ;  standard  large  and  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  the  dropsical 
broad,  ovate,  keel  blunt :  stamina  ten,  effusion.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  contra- 
connected  at  the  base,  and, therefore,  really  indications  to  its  use,  though  it  is  not  im- 
monadelphous,  though  the  Linneanista  probable  that  it  might  be  prejudicial  in 
place  this  plant  in  Diadelphia :  pistillum  inflammatory  cases,  or  dropsy  depending 
solitary.     The  legume  is  flat,  hairy  at  the  on  diseased  kidney. 

margin,  and  contains  fifteen  or  sixteen  Administration.  —  The  tn/Vmon  of  broom 

seedis.  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  prepared  with  an 

In  the  Linnean  classification,  it  is  placed  ounce  of  broom  and  a  pint  (20  ounces)  of 

in  class  Diadelphia,  order  Decandria.  water.     The  simple  decociion  may  be  pre- 

Officinal, — The  fresh  tops  of  this  plant  pared    in   the  way  recommended  by  Dr. 

are  officinal  in  the  new  London  Pharma-  Cnllen.     There  is  a  compound  decoction  in 

coposia:  they  have  a  bitter  nauseous  taste,  the   London  Pharmacopoeia:    it  is  com- 

«Dd  when  bruised,  a  remarkable  odour.  posed  of  broom,  juniper  berries,  and  root 

Chemical  properties. — Cadet  de  Gassiconrt  of  dandelion,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  water 

bas  analysed  the  flowers  of  this  plant,  but  a  pint  and  a  half  (30  ounces) :    boil  down 

I  am  not  acouainted  with  any  analysis  of  to  a  pint.    The  dose  of  all  these  prepara- 

the  stems  or  leaves.  tions  is  one  or  two  ounces.    The  extract  of 

The  ashes  of  the  plant  contain  carbonate  the  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia  is  given  to  the 

of  potash,  which,  when  procured  from  this  extent  of  half  a  drachm  or  a  drachm.    The 

source,  is  termed  salt  of'  broom,  or  sal  genistit.  seeds  of  Cytisus  scoparius  may  be  given  in 

Hill  says,  a  pound  of  the  green  twigs  of  tincture  or  powder,  as  Spartium  junccum. 

broom,  with  the  leaves  and  flowers,  yields  Dr.  Pearson  remarks  <*  broom-seed  is  not 

A  drachm  and  a  half  of  this  salt.     Hence,  adapted  to  thoracic  dropsy, especially  when 

therefore,  some  vegetable  salt  of  potash  that  form  of  dropsy  is  combined  with  pul- 

exists  in  broom,  and  which,  by  incinera-  monary  congestion,  or  with  any  degree  of 

tion,  is  converted  into  the  carbonate.  inflammatory  affiection  of  the  chest.'* 

Phytiologieal  effects, — (a).  On  animals  gene- 
rally. In  some  part  of  Europe  broom  is  em-  Glycyrrhita  glabra. 
ployed  as  winter  food  for  sheep  ;  and  /fiitory.— The  ykvKvj^ftl^a  of  Hippocrates 
Withering  says  that  it  prevents  the  disease  and  of  Dioscorides  are  doubtless  ideiitical; 
called  rot,  and  is  salutary  in  dropsy,  to  the  latter  is  supposed  by  Sprengel  and 
which  sheep  are  liable.  According  to  others  to  be  our  Glycyrrhiza  glabra,  by 
London,  it  is  apt  to  produce  disease  of  the  Dierbach  to  be  G.  glandulifera,  but  by  Dr. 
nrinary  organs, — to  prevent  which,  some  Sibthorp  it  is  said  to  be  the  G.  echinata, 
recommend  the  plentiful  use  of  water.  which  is  now  termed  in  Greece  yXvK^mfa. 

(6).    On  man.      Broom   has  been  cele-  Botanical  characters. — Glycyrrhiza  glabra 

bfftted  as  a  diuretic  by  Mead,  CuUen,  and  is  a  native  of  the  south  of  JBurope.    It  is  a 

i^therB.    ^Thoaghyery  little  in  use/' sayi  perennial  plant,  with  an  erect,  imooth 
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stem,  fonr  or  five  feet  in  height  The  leaves  liqwinee  turn,  is  remarkable  for  iU  tea. 

are  pinnate,  with  a  terminal  leaflet :  the  dency  to  form    difficultly    soloble  eoo. 

leaflets  are  ovate,  blnnt,  petiolated,  of  a  ponnds  with  acids.    It  ia  not  snsoeptibk 

yellowish* green    coloor,   clammy  on  the  of  the  vinoas  fermentation, 

nnder  side.    There  are  no  stipnles.    The  Physioiogieal  effects, — Liquorice  root  tod 

inflorescence   is  a   pedunculated  raceme  its  extract  are  emollient^  demulcent,  and 

(DecandoUe  calls  it  a  spike.)    The  papi-  nutritive. 

lionaceons  flowers  are  bluish  or  purplish.  Uaet, — ^The  pawdgr  of  the  root  is  employ- 

The  fruit  is  a  smooth,  oblong,  three  or  ed  in  the  preparation  of  pills,  either  to 

four-seeded  legume.     The  Linnean  class  give  them  a  proper  consistence  or  to  pre- 

of  this  plant  is  DiadelpAta,  and  the  order  vent  their  adhesion.    The  deeoetwn  is  em* 

Decandria,  ployed  as  an  emollient  in  irritation  of  the 

Officinal, — The  officinal  part  is  the  root,  mucous  membranes, — especially  in  catarrh, 
or  rather  the  underground  stem  {rhizome),  — and  as  a  vehicle  for  the  exhibition  of 
commonly  termed  in  the  shops /ifuortce  root,  other  medicines.  There  is  a  formula  for 
and  which  has  been  latinized  into  radix  its  preparation  in  the  Dublin  Fhamia- 
li^mriti^.  Its  physical  properties  are  too  aopceia.  On  account  of  its  emollient  pro- 
well  known  to  need  description.  perties    and    saccharine  taste,   the    root 

Extract  of  liquorice, — By  boiling  the  roofs  enters  into  several  officinal  preparations^ 

(or    rhizomes)    io    water    (generally     in  as  the  compound  decoction  cf  barley,  ewi. 

copper     vessels),    and     evaporating    the  pound  decoction  of  sanaparilla,  compmmd  m- 

decoction,  we  obtain   an  extract   called  Jtuion  of  Umeed,  Boo, 

in  the  shops   liquorice  juice,  or,  accord-  The  extract  of  itfuortM  is  employed  in  ^ 

ing   to  the   countries  from  whence  it  is  form  of  lozenges,  to  allay  tickling:  coagfa. 

brought,    Spanish    or    Italian   Juice.      In  It  is  also  used  to  cover  the  nnpleasaat 

Spain  it  is  said  to  be  procured  from  the  flavour  of  certain  substances — a8ofaloes,iB 

roots  or  underground  stems  of  G.  echinata.  the  compound  decoction  of  this  substanee. 
It  occurs  in  cylindrical  or  flattened  rolls, 

of  five  or  six  inches  long,  and  about  one  Tepkrona  ApdUnm, 

inch  in  diameter.    When  pure  it  is  black        wru^v ji  *^i--     t    a 

«.d  dr,   with  a  ..hinin  Jract««.  »d  .  t^^;?o:^l^Kl^l^t^ 

sweetish  taste :  it  is  completely  soluble  m  **h«»^»"/  *«««»*  ju  a««;a«u«uj«u  snuw 

water.  As  met  with  in  commerce,  however,  .  , 
it  is  rarely  pure.  Neumann  obtained  460  of  AOragabuvenu. 
watery  extract  from480of  Spanish  liquorice.  Hutory.— Dr.  Sibthorp  tells  ns  that  the 
It  contains  the  soluble  principles  of  the  rpigykKa»9ei  of  Dioscorides,  and  of  the 
root,  with  some  copper  scraped  off*  Arom  tho  modem  Greeks,  is  the  Astragalus  arista- 
boiler  by  the  spatula  employed  to  stir  the  tus,  the  gum  from  which  is  a  species  of 
extract  during  its  preparation.  F^c  says  tragacanth  annually  sent  to  Italy. 
that  four  pounds  of  this  extract  yield  two  Botanical  history.  —  The  tragacanth  of 
drachms  and  a  half  of  metallic  copper;  commerce  is  the  produce  of  several  species 
but  I  suspect  there  must  be  some  exaggera-  of  Astrasalus.  Toumefort  says  that  on 
tion  in  this  statement  Several  prepare-  Mount  Ida,  in  the  Island  of  Crete,  it  is 
tioDs  of  refined  liquorice  are  kept  in  the  procured  from  A.  creticus;  on  Blount  Le- 
shops  :  one  is  sold  in  a  pipe  form,  (pip^,  or  banon,  in  Syria,  the  Astragains  guromifer 
refined  liquorice)  which  is  an  inferior  sub-  yields  it,  according  to  La  Biuanli^re; 
stance,  a  second  is  the  Pontefract  lozenges,  while  in  Asia  Minor,  Armenia,  and  Nor- 
and  a  third  has  been  recently  introduced  them  Persia,  Olivier  tells  us  it  is  pro- 
under  the  nameofquintessence  of  liquorice,  cured  from  Astragalus  verus.               , 

Composition, — Two  analyses  of  liquorice  Astragalus  verus  is  a  small   shrab,  not 
root  have  been  made :   one  bv  Robiquet,  more  than  two  or  three  feet  high,  with  a 
another    by    Trommsdorf.      The    consti-  stem  about  an  inch  in  thickness.     The 
Inents,  according  to  the  first  of  these  che-  brenches    are    covered    with     imbricated 
mists,  are—  scales  and  spines,  the  remains  of  former 
y^jj^j^  petioles.    The  leaves  are  pinnate,  corn- 
Acrid  soft  resin.  P^»f?  ^^  ^'T  ""^  l^""*^^-?,  P*'^«/«^^ 
AsparaRin  (Desvaux's  Agedoite).  Kf»^«»  ,7*"»   P?|?^<>»    ^>Uo«s    leaflets. 
Olycyrrhizin  (Glycion).  ^%  ^^^^^^^   papiUonaceous  flowers   are 

Starch.  j^^I^'  ,               r    u     1                      ^ 

Ligneous  fibre  Astragalus  gummifer  has  leaves  composed 

Brown  nitrogenous  substance.  ""^  ^~'?  ^?"^-*^  »**  KJ^  ^/  «Wong,  linear. 

Albumen  smooth    leaflets.     The  flowers  are  from 

Malates,  phosphates,  and  sulphates  of  ^'^f,  *°  ^'^^^  axiUary,  sessile.    The  pod  U 

lime  and  magnesia.  woolly.                   ^        ,v     i 

°  In  Astragalus  crettcus  the  leaves  consist 

The  substance  termed  Glyeyrrhisin,  or  of  from  five  to  eight  pair  of  oblongy  acute, 


TRAOACAHTH. 


iMfleti,  wltb   izlllvy   1 


Fia.  165. — Auragalat  eniiau. 

Tbe  LiDDcan  doM  nf  the  nuns  Al- 
tiM^ai   ii   DiaJtlphia,  the  order  Daan- 

Pnductim.  —  Tr«gac«iitb  ia  A  nataral 
eiDdKtioii  rram  the  >t«ni  of  tbe  b«roi«- 
menLioned  plinti.  Tbe  coase  of  tbe  eia- 
datioD  or  Ibis  m  of  other  gumi,  ia  tbus 


Both  aorti  occqt  of  a  while,  jellowbh, 
or  jellowiib -brown  colonr.  Both  are  bard, 
tough,  odoartess,  taateleai,  very  sligbtlv 
■oluble  in  water,  though  Ihej  swell  cODtl- 
dembl;  in  thii  liquid,  forming  a  thick 
tenacious  mucilage.  The  fVacture  ia  dull 
and  splintery. 

Chfmienl  cpmpotitioH  and  prnpfrtio.— The 
following  is  the  uliitnati  analyiis  of  drj 
tiagacanlh,  according  to  Hermann  : — 

Carbon 4050,  or  1 0 atoms  =  60 

Njdrogen..  6  61,  or  10  alomi  =  10 
Oxygen 53-89,  or  10atoma=i80 

lOOiW  ISO 

Witb  respect  to  tbe  prviimat*  analyaii 
■ome  difference  of  opinion  exists  atnong^ 
chemiats.  According  to  both  Bucholz 
and  Gnerin,  tragacanlh  consists  of  a 
gum  loliible  in  water,  snal'igous  to 
gum  arable,  and,  therefore,  called  Jrobtm  ; 
and  a  gum  insoluble  in  water,  anatogoni 
to  gam  bassoia,  and,  Id  conseqneDM, 
termed  Baaortita, 


kod  albamnm ;  it  is  the  nutritive  juice 
of  the  plant;  and  its  escape,  therefore, 
It  analiwoas  to  bBmorrbage  in  animals: 
bence  plants  in  whom  it  spontaneously 
occurs  are  always  in  a  sickly  slate.  Tbe 
mechanical  cause  of  tbe  expulsion  of 
Ibis  juice  is  dependent  on  the  unequal 
bygrometric  properties  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  stem.  The  wood  absorbs 
more  moisture  fiom  tbe  air  than  tba 
bark,  and  hence  it  swells  more.  In 
coDseqaeDce  of  its  enlamment  it  dis- 
tends the  bark,  which,  by  the  internal 
pre«nre  of  the  wood,  gives  way,  and  the 
Knmmy  matter  escapes.  This  explanation 
is  quite  in  confiirmit^  with  the  facts  men- 
tioned by  La  Bil  lard  lire, — that  tragacanth 
Ilowi  only  in  abundance  during  the  night, 
and  a  lilUB  after  sanrise.  A  cloudy  nigbt, 
or  a  bea*j  dew,  is,  be  thinks,  necessary 
for  its  production;  for  the  shepherds  of 
Lebanon  only  go  in  search  of  this  sub- 
stance when  tbe  mountain  has  been 
oorend    during    tbe    nigbt    with   thick 

Varittia  and  phg^cal  pmptrtia. — Two  kinds 
of  Iragacantb  are  met  witb. 

(a.)  Flaky  Tragaanilh ;  Smyrna  TVagacanlh 
(Uartlus):  TragacaiuhifihiAatragiiiutvtnuJ 
• — This  is  tbe  tragacanth  usually  found  in 
English  commerce.  It  occurs  in  mode- 
rately large,  broad,  thin  pieces,  marked 
with  arched  or  concentric  elerations. 

(6.)  Vermiform  Tragacanth:  Maria  Traga- 
eaiHh  (Harcins):  Tragacanlh  af  tlu  Attra- 
galiu  crcticu  ?— This  variety  is  rarely  met 
witb  in  this  country,  but  is  common  on 
IheconiinenL  It  occurs  in  small,  twisted, 
fiUfurm,  spiral  pieces.  There  is  DMre  starch 
in  it  tlutn  la  tlie  first  variety. 


Arabine   

Water  and  out- > 
laleUme  -..-I 

Baeboll. 

Oa^. 

57 
43 

53 
33 
14 

too 

100 

Starch  is  also  a  constituent  of  traga- 
canth ;  the  quantity,  however,  is  small. 
It  is  recognizable  by  iodine. 

According  to  Quilwurt,  tragacanth  con- 
tains neither  arabine  nnr  bassurine,  but  ia 
essentially  formed  by  an  ni^nized  gelati- 
niform  matter,  tbit  different  to  gam 
Arabic  both  in  its  physical  and  Its  efaemt- 
eal  properties,  and  which  swells  and  di- 
vides in  water,  so  as  in  part  to  pas* 
through  a  filter.  The  insoluble  jiait  of 
tragacanth  is,  according  to  tbe  same  >D- 
thority,  a  mixture  of  stui;h  and  ligntn, 
which  has  nothing  in  common  with  baa., 
lurine.  Decandofte  suggests  that  the  in- 
solubility and  swelling  of  tragacanth  ia 
water  may  arise  from  tbe  gummy  matter 
being  contained  in  cells. 

nde  of  tin,  protooitrate  of  mercury,  i 
infusion  of  galls.    Oxalate  of  ammo 
indicates  tbe  existence   of  a  calcaieoua 
salt. 

Phyiialiigieat  effixU. — Tragacanlh  is  emol- 
lient, demulcent, and  nutritive. 

Uia,T-Tbe  jmdtr  of  tragacanth  is  used 
rather  as  p  vehicle  for  aciiv«  nod  bcary 
medicines,  than  on  account  of  its  owa 
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proper  effects.    Mixed  with  mm  Arabic  found  tticking  looielj  in  fanootpaiUof 

and  starch,  it  constitates    the  compound  their  bodies. 

Tpmcder  of  tragacanth  of  the  PharmacopGeia.  The  intolerable  itching  canted  hj  tk 

Mucilage  of  tragacanth  may  be  employed  as  contact  of  these  hairs  with  the  skin,  if 

an  emollient  in  irritation  of  the  macouf  also  referrible  to  their  medianical  ofpen- 

membranes.    It  is  likewise  used  for  the  tion.      Their  want  of  actioD  mi  the  is- 

suspension  of  other  substances.  temal  coat  of  the  intestines  is  ascribed  ti 

the  mucous  secretion  which  defends  tk 

Mucuna  prurien* :  Cawhage.  subjacent  membrue  ^J"  inj«nr-    »»  « 

^                      **  case,  diarrhoMi  followed  the  oae  of  a  tciv 

This  plant,  called  by  Linneus,  Dolichos  ^large  dose  of  the  electoary,  and  in  anotber 

pruriens,  by    Persoon,  Stizolobinm  pm-  instance  enteritis  came  on,  after  takisg 

ricns,  is  a  native  of  the  East  Indies,  and  this  preparation  onoe ;  hot  it  is  not  cer- 

perhaps  also  of  the  West  Indies.     Its  root  tain  that  these  were  the  consequeoees  of 

is  perennial  and  Bbrous;  its  stem  is  her-  the  operation  of  the  hairs. 
baceous  and  climbing,  rising  to  a  consi- 

derable    height   by    twisting    round    the  Mueuma  wttu, 

neighbouring  trees.   The  ^exves  are  temate,  _,.     .             ^,         -.«»•,. 

stand  upon  long  foot-stalks,and  are  placed  ^^his  is  a  naUrc  of  the  West  Indiw. 

alternately  at  the  disUnce  of  a  foot  firom  The  hairs  on  the  outside  of  the  pods  are 

each  other.      The  papilionaceous  purple  ^^  ?»  a  Fermifuge,  like  those  of  the  last 

flowers  are  in  racemes.    The  fruit  (called  »cnpon«a  species.    The  pods  aie  di^ 

in  the  shops  ntiqua  hinuta)  is  an  oblong  gn">>ed  by  their  transTcrae  lanieil&    The 

pod,  shaped  like  the  letter  /,  four  or  five  ■«*«  »»  c*"«^  ^«*  *«imj«,  or  ascs' 

inches  long,  ct>Fercd  with  hrown  bristly  ^••* 

hairs  (the  seta  nliqute  hirmtet  of  the  shops),  BuUa  fiiMifiwn 

and  containing  from  four  to  six  seeds,  of  uuuujimuam. 

a  brownish  colour.    In  the  Linnean  clas-  It  is  probable  that  this  tree  ylcUs  sm 

sification  the  jplant  belongs  to  class  Dia-  kind  of  Catechu,  termed,  hj  the  FVeack, 


detphiOf  order  Decandria,  **  Caehou  en  miine,"  or  **  Cmekam.  Imnk* 
The  officinal  part  of  the  plant  is  the  The  grounds  for  this  opinion  are,  1st,  thst 
hairs  of  the  pod.  They  have  been  cele-  from  natural  fissures  and  wounds  Mie  ia 
brated  for  their  anthelmintic  properties,  the  bark,  there  exudes  daring  the  het  sm- 
The  best  mode  of  exhibiting  them,  is  in  son  an  astringent  juice,  which  soon  Inrdns 
treacle,  syrup,  or  honey.  The  quantity  of  into  a  rub?  coloured,  brittle,  astriagtal 
hairs  shoula  he  suf^cient  to  give  the  ffum,  which  has  been  eonfonnded  vitk 
syrup,  or  treacle,  the  consistence  of  honey,  kino ;  2dly,  that  tlie  kind  of  Catscha 
or  of  an  electuary ;  and  of  this  mixture  a  before  alluded  to,  is  imported  cav^ 
tea- spoonful  may  be  given  to  children,  and  loped  in  leaves,  which  Proietsor  Gii- 
a  tabic- spoonful  to  adults:  this  dose  bourt  has  ascertained  to  be  those  of  Bitca 
should  be  taken  twice  a  day — naroelv,  at  frondosa;  and  lastly,  that  this  kiad  of 
going  to  bed,  and  in  the  morning,  an  hour  Catechu  is  not  obtained  from  citha 
before  breakfast  Chamberlaine  says  it  Acacia  Catechu  or  Nauclea  Gambir,  staer 
usually  operates  more  efl'ectually  where  a  the  astringent  extracts  of  these  trees  pos- 
gentle  emetic  has  been  premi^'ed.  After  sess  very  different  physical  properties,  m 
continuing  the  electuary  for  three  or  four  will  hereafter  be  shown.  Ib  deciding  en 
days,  a  brisk  purgative  of  jalap,  or  senna,  the  validity  of  these  cireomstanccs,  ve 
should  be  taken,  i%-nich  wiilingeneral  bring  ought  also  to  take  into  consideratioa  tbs 
away  the  worms.  This  remedy  has  been  fact  that  the  Bntea  being  a  comnsoa  tne 
principally  celebrated  for  the  expulsion  of  in  India,  and  its  leaves  being  large,  tbcy 
the  large  round  worm  (Ascaris  lurobri-  might  be  employed  to  envelop  the  cxtnrt 
coides),  and  the  small  thread-worm  of  other  trees,  whose  leaves  were  not  saft* 
(Oxyuris  verroicularis).  It  is  not  equally  dently  large  for  the  purpose. 
serviceable  against  the  tape  worm.  I  propose  to  notice  all  the  varieties  of 
The  action  of  the  hairs  is  thought  to  le  Catechu  when  we  speak  of  the  tree  mn- 
mechanical — that  is,  they  are  supposed  to  tioned  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  yieldiiv 
pierce  and  tormeiit  these  parasites,  and  Catechu— namely.  Acacia  Catechu. 
thereby  to  oblige  them  to  let  go  their  Butea  frondosa  is  a  nii<idlin|r.siaed  Oesi 
hold.  In  support  of  this  explanation,  Mr.  common  in  Bengal  and  in  the  Boontaiaoet 
Chamberlaine  tells  us  he  sprinkled  some  parts  of  India.  Tlie  leaves  are  atteiBSlc. 
of  the  hairs  in  a  calabash  full  of  very  petiolated,  temate,  Aom  eight  lo  six  tea 
large  round  worms  (Ascaris  lumbricoides),  inches  long;  the  leaflets  are  enaniaale, 
and  that  in  a  little  time  the  animals  began  or  rounded  at  the  apek,  the  pair  ohuqaclj 
to  writhe  and  twist  about,  evincing  there-  oval,  the  exterior  one  obovmla.  ne  as- 
hy extreme  torture.  On  examining  them  pilionaceons  flowers  am  in  ts 
with  a  magnifying  ^Vms,  \Y\«  Yls\T%'R«t«  tactsmes;  their  coloor  Is  dta^ndti 


CERATOMIA  SIUQUA. 


It  ii  probably  the  guauai  iuliJHiig«iu  gam. 
bienu  of  FotnergilH  and  wfaicti  Miimy 
calls  kino.  1  sent  tpecimeni  of  it  to  Fro- 
fesaor  Guiboort,  who  hai  deuribed  it  u 
Gommt  attringtnle  de  Gamble,  It  consiBlA  of 
small  elongated  tears, haiiiigauaalringent 
las)e,_ex)eruallyblflckiih,wiUi  fragmeati 
of  bark  adhering :  if  imall  piece*  be  exa- 
toined  b/  traDsmilled  light,  they  are  ob- 
seried  to  be  ruby  red.  It  ia  partially  aala- 
ble  in  water,  and  appean  to  be  a  mixluie 
of  aguDHDT  vitb  a  red  astringent  Jnice. 
It  ia  probably  tbe  produce  of  Pterocarpoi 


None  of  tbe  plants  of  this  sub -order  yield 
any  pbarmacoiogical  agents ;  and  their 
medicinal  properties  are  but  little  known. 


This  tree  is  «  natire  of  Ceylon  and  Co- 
romandel.  It  betnags  to  class  D'aielfhia, 
order  DaandTia,  in  the  Linnean  classifica- 
tion. Its  leares  are  [emale,  with  subro- 
tund  smooth  leaOeU;  the  Bowen  are  in 

The  wood  of  the  stem  is  the  nd  loun- 
irr'i  vHxtd,  the  lignum  unlaJi  mbri  of  the 
ihops.  It  ia  imnorted  in  angulai  billets, 
blackish  eitemally,  but  of  a  blood-red 
colour  internally :  it  ii  compact,  heavy, 


This  iaati  important  tribe,  and  coi 
several  plaols  deterring  of  notice, 
belongs 

Ceralimia  Sitlqaa. 

This  is  the  Cant  tm,  or  Si  Jolnii  1 
a  native  of  the  south  of  Europe  a 
Asia.  Its  leaves  are  abruptly  Jiinnat 
leaflets  Dial  and  obtuse.  The  flone 
racemose  and  small;  the  fruit  is  I 
dehiaeenl  legume,  four  or  five  inches 
an  inch  broad,  of  a  brawnishgrey  ci 
and  containing  seteral  seeds. 


inoid  n 


of  tbe  wood  is  of 


It  ia  hardly  soluble  ii  . 
soluble  in  boiling  water;  very  soluble  in 
alcohol,  ether,  acetic  acid,  and  alkalies.  ' 
It  ia  Himoat  insoluble  in  tbe  fixed  and 
Tolfttile  oiUj  tbe  volatile  oila  of  lavender 
ftnd  rosemary  excepted, 

Thia  wood  ia  employed  in  medicine 
only  as  a  colouring  agent.  Thns  it  ia  one 
of  the  ingredients  of  tbe  amptmml  tincturt 
tf  lavtiuUr. 

Pltnrarpta  Draat. 

This  tree  is  said  lo  be  the  source  of  what 
baa  been  termed  American  or  Carthagena 
Dragen'a  blood. 

Tbia  plant  is  emmeoualy  inserted  in  the 
JjondoD  Phannacopaiia,  as  the  source  of 
tbe  kino  of  tbe  shops.  Kino  is  now 
brought  to  us  from  Amboyna;  whereas 
this  tree  is  a  native  of  iSenrgal.  In  some 
works  there  ia  an  African  kinn  described, 
which  is  aaid  lo  be  the  prodace  of  tbia 
Bpcdes  of  Pterocarpna.  ^ 

la  the  warehouse  of  an  old  drug  firm  in 
London,  I  met  witb  a  substance  marked 
gaaau  rubrvm  (utrin^m,  and  which  I  waa 
told  fonnwij  fetched  »  vei;  high  price. 


|Fl0.  167, — Cenitonin  Siligua. 
It  belongs  to  class  Poliigimia,  order 
Triacia,  in  the  Linnean  arrangement.  The 
pods  contain  extractive,  gum, sugar,  tannic 
and  gallic  acida  i  Ibev  hare  been  uaed  aa  . 
fodder  for  horses.  The  tree  received  it* 
name,  St.  John's  bread,  froni  a  supposition 
that  the  so  called  wild  honey  on  whidi 
St.  Jubn  the  Baptiat  fed,  was  the  pulp  ot 
these  pods.     Moreover,  it  has  been  sng- 

Sested  that  tbe  shells  of  the  pods  might  be 
te  huaks  which  the  prodigal  aon  deaired 
to  partake  of  witb  the  aniae. 


Oai  I>R«  FHILIP  DM  THB  FOWEBS  OF  UFB. 

ON  THB  there  most  also^  of  coqtml  be  metat  by 

POWERS  ON  WHICH  THE  FUNC  ^f^^J^^-^^i^J^^'^Po^^ 

TIONS  OF  L(FE  IN  THE  MORE  The  materials  we  fi ed  in  Uie  blood ;  tbe 

PERFECT  ANIMALS  DEPEND,  meant,  employed  for  the  porpoee  of  dnly 

exposing  them  to  the  action  of  the  nertoas 

AKDONTBs  influence,   in    the   capillary   veasels,  oa 

MANNER  IN  wmcH  THET  ARE  ASSOCIATED  which  the  mlnotc  eztremitiea  of  the  nerres 

IN  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  THEIR  MORS  (which  wc  know,  ffom  Dumberlen  obser- 

^   COMPLICATED  RESULTS.  TRtioiis,  aK  thoso  paits  of  the  ner?ew 

Br  A.P.  W.PH„.^M.D.FJl.8.L.tE.  ^1?.^^  oi CS^n.*^ tST 

tion  and  assimilation,  as  well  as  the  maia- 

[From  the  PhUwopWcal  TranMctloM,  with  tenance  of  animal  tempeiatuie.  and  the 

large  addlUooa  •,  comnunlcated  to  the  Mbdical  TJ^Z^J1\  !T*uL  """r^'^™^^"**  "^ 

Gaxkttb  by  the  Author.]  excitement  of  the  mnscolar  fibre,)  are  dis- 
tributed.   As  we  find  from  experiments 

[Condoded  from  page  088.]  .  aboYe  referred  to,  that  the  central  are  the 

only  parts  of  the  nenrons  system  propoiy 

^^.               .,...«           ^  ^  ^  "^  called,  employed  in  the  formation  of 

Of  the  manner  tn  which  tha  Powert  of  Life  are  the  nervoos   influence,  it    appean  ftoB 

auociaied  in  the  productian  ef  thevr  more  oumberless   obsenrations    that     the   ex- 

eampluated  retuUt.  tremitics  of  the  ner?es  are  the  only  im. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  seat  of  the  power  mediate  organs  of  its  powers  in  all  its 

on  which  muscular  contractility  depends,  functions. 

it  was  necessary,  in  an  early  part  of  this  The  motion  of  the  fluids  in  the  capillary 

paper,  to  enter  on  the  relation  which  sub>  Tcssels,  as  appears  fh>m  many  experiments 

sists  between  the  muscular  and  nerrous  related  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions 

systems;  and  it  appears  from  what  is  there  ^'^  1^1^  uid  1831,  and  my  Inquiry  inUi 

said,  that  the  nerrous  influence,  whether  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  Functions,  depends 

in  its  effects  on  the  muscles  of  voluntary  on  a  power  which  resides  in  theinsel?es,in 

or  inrolontary  motion,  stands  only  in  the  ^^  decree  depending  on  the  power  of  the 

relation  of  a  stimulus  or  directly  debilitat-  heart  or  arteries,  except  as  far  as  is  neees- 

ing  power  to  the  muscular  fibre,  according  ^ry  for  the  doe  snjiply  of  blood  to  the 

to  the  manner  in  which  its  organs  are  im-  letter,   which  form  the  resenroiis,  from 

pressed ;  a  result,  I  may  obserre  in  pass-  which  the  capillary  Yessels  draw  their  sap- 

ing,  peculiarly  in  accordance  with  all  the  Pl^-    When,  in  the  newlv  de^l  animal,  a 

other  facts  which  have  been  stated  re-  ligature  is  thrown  round  all  the  tessels 

specting  the  nature  of  that  influence,  be-  Attached  to  the  heart,  and  this  organ  is 

cause  the  same  obserTation,  we  shall  find,  remored,  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the 

applies  to  all  the  agents  of  inanimate  na-  capillaries    continues    unimpaired, '  and 

ture  which  are  capable  of  influencing  the  only  fails  in  proportion  as  the  supply  from 

muscular  fibre.    For  a  similar  reason  it  ^^®  ^^^i^^  arteries  fails*;  the  cause  of  the 

was    necessary  to   point    out   the   inde-  emptiness  of  the  latter  some  time  after 

pendence  of  the  nerrous  on  the  sensorial  ^^^t  we  call  death, 

power.  By  such  means  the  materials  on  which 

The  relation  which  next  demands  our  the  nervous  influence  operates  are  supplied 

attention  is  that  which  subsists  between  And  presented  to  it;  and  the  means  of  sup- 

the  on^ns  of  the  nervous  influence  and  ply»  namely,  the  power  of  the  heart  and 

the  living  blood.  arteries,  as  well  as  that  of  the  capillary 

The  first  thing  which  here  strikes  us,  vessels  themselves,  being,  as  we  have  seen, 

is,    that    the    blood-vessels    and    nerves  under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  same 

uniformly  accompany  each  other;   from  power  which  effects  the  chemical  changesf, 

which    we   are    led   to    infer   that   they  ^^  supply  is  proportioned  to  the  demand 

co-operate  in  functions  of  very  general  under  the  various  conditions  of  the  ever- 

neoessity.  changing  functions;   and  under  the  same 

The  powers  of  the  nervous  system,  pro-  influence  are  the  means  of  removal,  whether 

perly  so  called,  we  have  seen,  are  all  of  of  secreted  fluids  or  solid  parts  become  un- 

a  chemical  nature.    Of  this  nature,  there-  fit  for  the  purposes  of  life.     Such  are  the 

fore,  must  be  all  processes  in  which  they  circumstances   above   referred  to,  which 

immediately  co-operate.      It    is  evident,     ~" — 

that  where  such  powers  are  eraploved,  to  .v*  Iff,*  ^Z^  ?"J***  Powera  of  Clrcoution,  l« 

rendor   thorn   pffinii.«i»     «,-f.»-;„i       "^    1  u  the  PJ^noaophlcal  Tranaactlons  f%>r  18SU  repnb- 

render  tdem  efficient,  matenals  must  be  Hahed  in  my  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Slip  Md 

provided  on  which  they  may  operate;  and  Death.    See  aUo  my  loqolry  Into  the  Lawa  of 

— -- — the  Vital  Functlona.  Part  II. 

1.1,11        ...  4?""  "'•'*®  •^■'>  intended  for  the  t  See  experiment*  detailed  in  the  Philoaophtcal 

rnnoBoplilcal  TransoctloHB,  but  were  too  late  for  Trannactlone  for  1815  and  lOT,  and  nyloqalrT 

interUon  in  the  new  volume.  Into  the  Laws  of  the  Vital  FunctioBS.  Firt  U. 
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render  it  neoessaiy  that  the  mntclefy  respects  are  allied  to  the  oxvans  with  which 
whether  directly  or  indirectly,  employed  in  they  are  associated,  fiy  their  vital  powers 
these  functions  should  be  sabjected  to  the  they  infloence  the  immediate  oi^ns  of 
same  power  on  which  depend  the  functions  the  sensorium,  and  the  functions  thence 
of  secretion  and  assimilation,  namely,  all  resulting  are  the  effects  of  one  vital  or^n 
moscles  of  involuntary  propulsion,  that  is,  influencing  another,  and  that  by  its  vital 
with  a  veiy  few  exceptions,  idl  muscles  of  properties  alone ;  for  it  is  evident  that  the 
involuntary  motion.  properties  operating  here  have  nothing  in 
It  apnears  from  some  latelv  ascertained  common  with  those  of  any  of  the  princi- 
facts*  that  the  secreted  fluids  are  formed  pies  of  inanimate  nature.  In  the  re- 
from  the  blood  while  still  in  its  vessels,  suits  consequently,  we  have  seen  all  ana> 
and  not  in  the  act  of  their  separation  by  logy  with  the  phenomena  of  these  princi- 
the  secreting  organs.  That  such  must  pies,  for  the  first  time,  lost ;  and  necessa- 
necessarily  be  the  case  apnears  from  what  rily  so,  none  of  the  properties  of  the 
has  been  said.  The  act  or  separation  must  external  world  being  immediately  em- 
be  posterior  to  the  changes  effected  by  the  ployed  in  their  production, 
^emical  powers  of  the  nervous  influence.  The  nerves  of  sensation,  it  appears  fh>m 
It  is  only  while  the  blood  is  still  in  its  what  has  been  said,  convey  not  the  nervous 
vessels  that  it  can  in  its  entire  state,  or  only  influence  properly  so  called.  The  in- 
mechanically  divided  bv  the  diminishing  fluence  they  convey  is  of  a  nature  essen- 
sizeof  the  vessels,  (a  division  which,  taking  tially  different  from  that  by  which  the 
place  in  every  secreting  organ,  we  must  muscles  are  excited,  and  the  functions  of 
regard  as  necessary  to  its  function,)  be  secretion  and  assimilation  maintained, 
exposed  to  their  operation;  and  we  have  They  sufficiently  partake  of  the  nature  of 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  only  as  the  due  the  sensorial  organs  to  be  capable  of 
changes  have  been  effected,  that  is,  only  as  directly  impressing  them,  and  thus  the 
the  secreted  fluid  has  acquired  its  due  latter  receive  all  their  impressions  whether 
properties,  that  it  applies  the  due  stimulus  originating  from  without  or  within  our 
to  the  particular  vessels  by  which  it  is  dis-  own  bodies. 

charged:  on  the  same  principle  that  the  due        On  the  other  hand,— that  is,  that  the 

action  of  the  intestines,  by  which  they  dis-  sensorial    organs    may,   without  contact 

charge  theircontents,  is  not  excited  if  these  with  any  of  the  agents  of  the  external 

contents  have  not  acquired  theirdue  proper-  world,  impress  those  agents, — a  more  com- 

ties  by  the  chemical  processes  which  take  plicated    machinery   is    required.       The 

place    in    the   stomach    and    duodenum,  various  nerves  of  sensation  are  the  only 

Thus  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  all  means  required  for  conveying  impressions 

secretions  are  formed  in  the  circulating  to  these  organs ;   but  so  simple  an  appa- 

fluids,  and  are  separated  by  the  different  ratus  is  not  sufficient  to  convey  to,  and 

secreting  organs,  in  consequence  of  the  impress  on,  the  materials  of  the  external 

action  of  the  secreting  vessels  of  each  of  world,   the    dictates    of  volition.      The 

these  organs  being  excited  only  by  the  powers  of  the  nervous  system  are  here 

fluid  which  it  is  their  function  to' convey,  called  into    operation    by    the   sensorial 

Such  are  the  nature  and  functions  of  the  powers,  to  which  they  are  subjected ;  for 

nervous  power,  and  its  relations  to  the  it  appears  from  many  experiments,  de- 

mnscular  power  and  the  powers  of  the  tailed  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions 

living  blood.  for*  181 5,  and  in  my  Inquiry  into  the  Laws 

When  we  turn  to  the  sensitive  system  of  the  Yital  Functions,  that  as  the  musco- 

we  find  ourselves  in  a  new  world.    Here  lar  is  independent  of  the  nervous  power, 

voltaic  electricity,  which  we  so  successfully  but  subjected  to  its  influence,  the  nervous 

substitute  for  the  nervous  influence,  can  is  independent  of  the  sensorial  power,  but, 

do  nothing.    The  immediate  organs  of  the  in  like  manner,  subjected  to  the  influence 

sensorial  power,  we  have  seen,  are  as  it  of  this  power.     In  the  case  before  us  the 

were  hedged  in  and  defended  from  contact  nervouF,  influenced  by  the  powers  of  the 

with  finy  of  the    agents   of  inanimate  sensorial  organs,  supply  a  certain  set  of 

nature.  nerves  with  the  stimulus  which  excites 

On  the  one  hand,  we  find  the  nerves  of  the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion,  the 
sensation,  which  so  far  partake  of  the  immediate  agents  by  which  the  mate- 
nature  of  the  external  world  that  they  are  rials  of  the  external  world  are  impressed, 
capable  of  receiving  and  propagating  im-  I  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  great 
pressions  from  its  agents,  but  in  all  other  variety  of  the  phenomena  of  life,  as  one 
— — — cause  of  their  apparent  obscurity.     Such 

•  See  a  paper  by  MM.  PreTCt  and  Damaa,  j"   ^^V^  ^«"«^y  f^>»^  ^«  **•«  ^^  ««*  ^'«^ 

Ann.  Cbim.  et  Phyt.  t«.in.  zxlli.  p.  90,  et  leq. ;  lost  in  attempUng  any  arrangement  Or 

•Bd  Mr.  Pbmip»*»  paper  on  the  Secretion  and  even  enumeration  of  them.     An  essential 

KTfjS'  5^0 *"r*'  I?'*?  ■'  ^f'.^^'i*  Socuty,  gtcp  towards  their  arrangement,  as  appears 

Dec.  20,  1832,  of  wblch  an  attstract  ii  glTcn  In  *         -  .u   *  u       u  '5    •     -u  •    j*   1  1 

the  Proccedl^Bs  of  the  Royal  Society,  vol.  UI.  from  what  has  been  Mid,  is  their  division 

p.  160.  into  thost  which  are  the  immediate  results 
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of  the  cooperation  of/the  principle  of  life  systems.    But  the  most  efympUmted  rs- 

vrith  the  principles  of  inanimate  nature,  main  to  be  considered — tho«e  fanetioiis 

and  those  which  have  no  immediate  de-  in  which  both  sYstems  so  co-operate  that 

pendence  on  the  latter  powers ;    for  all  they  can  hardly  be  said  to  belong  to  either, 

oor  functions  mediately  or  immedUately  de-  Before  entering  on  them,  howerer,  it  will 

pend  on  the  operations  of  the  agents  of  be  necessary  to  make  some  obscrvatioBs 

inanimate  nature.     All  are  more  or  less  on  the  differences  of  the  laws  which  re^ 

directly  excited  by  impressions  originating  late  the  two  systems,  and  conseqneBtly 

in  their  agency.  essentially    modify  all  the  functions  in 

The   most  purely   sensorial  functions,  ^which  they  co-operate, 
our  pleasures  and  pains,  are  as  dependent, 

though  more  remotely,  on  the  excitement  It  appears  from  the  hcU  adduced  in 

maintained  by  them,  as  the  functions  of  the  my  paper  on  the  Nature  of  Death,  pib- 

organs  immediately  impressed  by  them,  lished  in  the  Philosophical  Transactiooi 

Haye  not  the  excitements  of  memoi^,  for  for  1834,  that  the  irital  and  sensitiye  sys- 

example,  as  much  originated  in  their  im-  tiems  obey  rery  different  laws,  the  dtlfler- 

pressions,  as  their  more  direct  effects  on  ence  depending  on  the  Tast  diflerence  in 

the  part  impressed  ?    And  when  the  na-  the  nature  of  the  sensorial  and  neryoos 

ture  of  our  bodies  and  the  circumstances  powers,  the  leading  powers  which  perrade 

in  which  we  are  placed  are  duly  considered,  all  their  departments,  and  to  whidi  all 

what  other   result   could    be   expected  ?  their  other  powers  are  subseryient. 

Our  organs,  being  composed  of  the  same  These  other  powers,  it  appeaia  fron 

materials  as  the  world  which  surrounds  what  has  been  said,  are  the  same  in  both, 

us,  can  only  be  directly  influenced    by  namely,   the   muscular   power   and   the 

agents  of  their  own  nature;  and  from  that  powers  of-Uie  Uring  blood,  and^  in  the 

world,  and  by  the  medium  of  those  oigans,  sensitive  system,  the  neryous  power  itself} 

all  the  materials,  not  only  of  our  acquired  for  in  this  system  all  the  other  powers  of 

knowledge*,  but  of  our  enjoyments  and  the  living  animal  are  directly  subjected  to 

our  sufferings,  are  derived.  the  sensorial  power,  while  none  of  the 

And  as  on  the  one  hand,  all  our  func-  powers  of  the  yitai  system  haye  any  direct 

tions  are  more  or  less  immediately  excited  influence  on  it,  their  influence  on  the  sen- 

by  impressions  made  by  the  agents  of  the  serial  power  being  through  the  medium  of 

external  world  on  organs   composed  of  its  eigans,  the  structure  and  well-bctog  of 

materials  of  their   own  nature,  on  the  which  immediately  depend  on  the  yital 

other,  we  have  no  power  of  influencing  powers. 

them,  but  through  similar  means.     The  In  other  respects  also  the  laws  of  the 

only  means  of  exciting  our  mental  fbnc-  two  systems  essentially  diffv .     Nor  will 

tions  are  the  impressions  of  those  agents  these  differences  surprise  us,  when  it  is 

on  the  organs  of  sense,  and  our  only  means  recollected,  as  appears  from  the  facts  which 

of  operating  beyond  our  own  boNdies  are  have  been  stated,  that  while  the  leading 

through  our    organs    of  motion.      Even  power  in  the  vital  system  is  one  of  those 

when  by  our  mental  powers  we  influence  powers   which    operate    in    the  external 

those  of  other  sentient  beings,  it  is  as  world,    that   of  the  sensitive  system  not 

much,thoughnotsodirectly,  by  impressing  only  possesses  no  properties  in  oonunon 

the  agents  of  the  external  world  by  the  with  the  agents  of  inanimate  nature,  but 

latter  organs,  as  when  we  raise  a  weight  or  depends  on  a  set  of  organs  unapproachable 

throw  a  stone.  in  their  healthy  fbnctions  by  any  such 

agents. 

Such  is  the  general  outline  of  the  vital  When  the  facts  adduced  in  the  paper 

and  sensitive  systems  ;  and  the  manner  in  just  referred  to,  and  that  on  the  Nature  of 

which  the  various  powers  of  the  living  Sleep    published    in     the    Philosophical 

animal  are  related  in  the  formation  of  Transactions  for  1833,  are  duly  considered, 

these  systems.    By  the  foregoing  means,  it  will  dppear  that  a  principal  cause  of 

the   nervous    power  maintains  the  vital  difference  in  the  laws  of  these  systems  de« 

functions  properly  so  called;   and  the  sen-  pends  on  the  difference  of  the  laws  of  ex* 

serial  power  is  brought  to  cooperate  with  citability  in  the  organs  of  their  leading 

the  powers  of  inanimate  nature,  powers  powers.     In  those  of  the  leading  power  of 

which  have  no  properties  in  common.  the  sensitive  system,  all  degrees  of  excite. 

The  functions  by  which  these  objects  roent  are  followed  by  a  rapid  proportional 

are  effected  include  the  more  complicated  exhaustion  of  excitability ;    so  that  the 

functions  which  belong  to  the  individual  effect  of  the  usual  stimulants  of  life  for  a 

. few  hours,  renders  a  state  of  inactivity 

*  We  are  born  with  the  knowledge  xrblch  Is  essential    to    the    maintenance    of  their 

immediately  essential  to   our  existence.      Tlie  health:    while  the  exhaustion  of  the  ex- 

£SSi.';Ar.  :doTtr.n''d  Th^ "at."  ^rLVhU:  citability  of  the  onsan.  of  the  l««Hng 

Of  volition  as  those  which  are  the  reiulu  of  ex-  Power  in  the  Vital  system  by  those  stimu- 

perieoce.   Ses  my  paper  on  the  Nature  of  Death.  lants,  is  the  operation  of  many  times  as 
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manj  yean,  tlit  one  detemiiDiDg  the  re-  Femence  from  the  efTeota  of  their  early 
carrenee  of  sleep,  the  other  the  natural  'habits,  there  still  being  in  the  vital  system 
doration  of  life.  sufficient  excitability  for  the  usual  funo- 
The  propertiee  of  the  muscular  fibre,  tions  of  life ;  after  this  period,  when  the 
and  the  relations  it  bears  to  the  other  or-  defect  of  excitability  begins  to  be  felt 
gan«,  admirably  adapt  it  to  cooperate  with  sooner  or  later  by  all,  feel  the  efiects  of 
the  leading  powers  of  both  systems.  This  its  expenditure  which  bad  been  so  profuse 
fibre,  it  appears  from  many  of  the  pheno.  in  early  life :  many  striking  instances  of 
mena  of  life,  experiences  no  sensible  which  I  have  witnessed.  Similar  observa- 
exhaustion  from  moderate  excitement*,  tions  apply  to  long  protracted  illness. 
In  health  its  excitement  in  ,the  vital  sys-  severe  misfortunes,  or  any  other  cause 
tern  is  always  such ;  and  it  is  evident  from  which  at  any  period  of  life  in  a  gnreat  de- 
what  is  said  in  the  papers  just  referred  to,  gree,  and  for  a  considerable  length  of  time^ 
that,  were  not  this  the  case,  the  continn-  tend  to  exhaust  the  excitabiuty  of  the 
ance  of  life  would  necessarily  be  of  very  vital  system,  although  for  a  certain  time 
short  duration.  We  know  from  the  phe-  the  individaal  may  enjoy  his  usual  health 
nomena  of  disease  that  even  in  slight  de-  after  such  causes  have  ceased  to  operate^, 
greet  of  exhaustion  of  the  muscular  fibre  The  organs  of  the  leading  power  in  the 
employed  in  the  vital  system,  its  due  ex-  vital  system,  as  appears  fh>m  the  facts 
eitabifity  is  restored  with  difficulty ;  and  stated  in  my  paper  on  the  Nature  of  Death, 
that  no  great  degree  is  necessary  to  prove  possess  at  birth  a  high  degree  of  excita- 
fataL  That  its  due  excitability  may  be  bility,  a  degree  beyond  that  proportion 
restored,  it  must  still  retain  such  a  deg^ree  which  constitutes  the  firmest  state  of 
of  it  as  is  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  health — the  touse,  as  there  pointed  out, 
the  vital  functions,  however  feebly  per.  on  which  the  growth  of  the  body  ap- 
formed.  Under  such  circumstances,  if  pears  to  depend,  and  the  source  of  many 
the  operation  of  the  oflending  cause  be  of  the  most  fatal-  diseases  of  infancy — 
removed,  the  organs  of  those  functions  which  is  by  the  operation  of  the  usual 
gradually  though  slowly,  in  proportion  to  stimulants  of  life  gradually  reduced  till  it 
the  degree  of  exhaustion  which  has  taken  bears  a  due  proportion  to  those  stimulants, 
place  in  the  muscular  fibre  employed  in  by  which  the  powers  of  the  constitution 
the  vital  functions,  and  the  organs  of  the  are  confirmed.  At  length  A-om  their  con- 
nervous  power  properly  so  called,  regain  tinned  operation  the  fault  is  a  defect,  not 
their  due  excitability.  a  redunaancy,  of  excitability,  to  which 
The  moderate  effect  and  uniformity  of  every  day  necessarily  adds,  till  they  can 
the  stimuli  which,  in  health,  excite  the  no  longer  excite  the  oigans  on  which  that 
muscular  fibre  in  the  vital  system,  se-  power  depends ;  for  in  every  instance  the 
cure  it  against  sensible  exhaustion.  It  immediate  cause  of  absolute  death,  which 
is  otherwise  in  the  sensitive  system,  is  very  different  from  what  we  call  death, 
because  there  this  fibre  is  often  ex-  is  the  failure  of  that  powerf .  And  here 
posed,  in  the  ordinary  functions  of  as  there  are  no  means  in  the  constitution, 
life,  to  a  stimulus  exceeding  in  its  as  in  the  case  of  the  organs  of  the  leading 
efiects  the  limits  of  moderate  excite-  power  in  the  sensitive  system,  of  restoring 
ment;  but  the  exhaustion  consequent  theexcitabilityof  its  organs,  they  at  length 
on  this  excitement  is  here  attended  with  finally  cease  to  be  excited.  Thus  it  is  that 
little  inconvenience,  because  the  organs  in  almost  all  cases  of  great  longevity  we 
of  the  only  stimulus  which  excites  it  in  find  that  there  has  been  little  exposure 
this  system  suffering  a  corresponding  ex*  during  life  to  powerful  causes  of  exhaus- 
banstion,  its  stimulus  is  withdrawn ;  and  tion  of  either  body  or  mind,  for  we  have 
thus  it  is  allowed  to  recover  its  excitability,  seen  that  the  nervous  is  immediately  under 
its  continued  action  here  not  being  essen-  the  influence  of  the  sensorial  power;  and 
tial  to  the  continuance  of  life,  and  means  that  such  instances  are  most  frequent  in 
being  provided  in  the  healthy  functions  of  the  colder  of  the  temperate  climates ;  heat, 
the  system  for  the  restoration  both  of  its  on  the  one  hand,  tending  to  exhaust  ex- 
excitability,  and  that  of  the  organs  which  citability,  and  extreme  cold,  on  the 
supply  the  stimulus  which  excites  it.  other,  to  render  us  less  capable  of  excite- 
In  those,  in  whom,  from  habits  of  ment 
dissipation,  extreme  labour,  or  'other  In  considering  the  laws  of  excitability 
caoses,  the  excitability  of  the  vital  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  an  essential 
system  is  to  a  certain  degree  exhausted,  property  of  all  those  agents  which  are 
bnt  who,  as  they  approach  middle  lifb,  ca]Mible  of  calling  it  into  action,  and 
to  be  exposed  to  such  causes,  and 


during  that  portion  of  life,  that  is  from  •  See  whatiissldoftlieezclubllltyorthetwo 

thir^r  to  fifty  or  fifty-five,  feel  little  incon.  gf"^""  *°  ">T  papers  on  the  Nature  of  Sleep  and 

"~~~"'"^~""""~— """"""—"— ~~""—^~'~"  t  My  paper  on  the  Nature  of  Death.    Philoso* 

*  If  y  pspers  on  the  Nature  of  Sleep  and  Death,  phkal  Transactions  for  1S84. 
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which  hat  obtained  lets  attention  than  Its  Mere   a  claai   of   diteaMi   which  have 

great    importance   in    the   treatment   of  hitherto  resisted  all  oar  means.    I  hare 

disease    demands.      There   is   no   agent  been  at  mnch  pains  to  ascertain  the  largest 

capable  of  influencing  either  of  the  two  dose  of  mercury  which  acts  as  a  pema- 

systems  into  which  the  functions  of  the  nent  tonic;  that  is,  provided  it  is  not al- 

lif  ing  animal  arrange  themselTes,  whether  lowed  to  produce  sali?ation,  which,  (or 

it  be  such  as  makes  its  chief  impression  evident  reasons,  however  prodoeed,  is  ilKlf 

on  the  mind  or  body,  which  is  not  c^Mible  debilitating,    and    whiim    the    followina 

of  acting  either  as  a  stimulating  or  directly  doses  are  as  capable  of  as  lai^ger  ones,  and 

debilitating  power  according  to  the  degree  under  certain  circumstances  more  so*; 

in  which  it  is  applied.    There  is   none  but    from  their   use   it   never  soddenly 

which  may  not  be  applied  in  so  small  a  supervenes;  there  is  always,  nnd^what- 

degree  as  to  act  as  a  stimulant,  and  in  so  ever  circumstances,  sufficient  warning  to 

great   a  degree  as  to  act  as  a   directly  prevent    it    by    discontinniag   the   mi* 

debilitating  power.    The  most  depressing  nute  doses  for  one  or  two  days ;  nor,  in« 

passion  in  a  comparatively  small  degree  deed,  do  any  of  the  other  bad  effects  of  a 

will  excite,  the  most  exciting  in  an  ex*  course  of  mercury  attend  their  use.    Tbey 

oessive  degree  directly  debilitate;  and  the  neither  open  theskin  asacourseofmercoiy 

same  stimulus  by  which  either  the  nervous  does,  nor  does  the  sudden  closing  of  the 

or  muscular  fibre  is  directly  excited,  will  skin,  under  their  use,  from  cold  or  any 

by   its  excessive  application  directly  de-  other  cause,  ever  do  barm,  the  quantity  of 

prive  it  of  power.    I  know  of  no  exception  mercury  at  any  one  time  in  the  habit 

to   this    law.     All    medicines   within  a  never  Ming  such  as  to  cauw  inconveoience 

certain   range,    excite,    and    unless    the  to  whatever  part   directed.     The  doses 

excitement  exceeds  the  degree  which  pro-  here  referred  to,  I  found,  in  most  constita- 

duces  no  correspondent  depression,  (for  tions,  to  be  the  twentieth  part  of  a  grain 

such  a  degree  of  excitement,  we  have  seen,  of  calomel,  or  half  a  grain  of  blue  i^ 

is  compatible  with  the  laws  of  the  vital  according  as  best  suits  the  constitution, 

though  not  with  those  of  the  sensitive  repeated  three  times  in  twenty-four  boon. 

system*,)  it  acts  as  a  permanent  tonic.  These  doses  possess  about  the  same  povrar. 

All,  beyond  their  stimulant   range,  act  the  former  perhaps  being  rather  the  mors 

as    directly,   and  although   within   that  powerful.    Many  circumstances  detailed 

range,  if  of  a  certain  intensity,  as  indirect-  in  my  treatise  on  these  doses  must  be 

ly  aebilitating  powers  with  respect  to  both  attended  to  in  order  to  secure  their  good 

systemsf.  ,  effects. 

Thus  it  is  that  tonics  never  produce        We  have  hitherto  been  employing  mer. 
much  immediate  excitement    They  have  cury  in  its  debilitating  doses  only ;  that 
little  of   the  effect  of    mere  stimulants,  is,  doses  which  either  produce  a  directly 
Their  peculiarity  is  in   the  permanence,  debilitating  effect,  or  such  excitement  as, 
not  the  power,  of  their  stimulant  effect;  in  the  vital  system,  is  followed  by  a  cor- 
and  on  this  both  their  good  and  bad  effects  responding  depression ;    and    hence   has 
depend ;  and  thus  also  it  is,  that  a  medi-  arisen  the  prepossession  against  it,  which, 
cine,  debilitating  in  the  usual  dose,  in  a  however,  such  are  its  healing  powers,  has 
lessened  duse  acts  as  a  tonic.    This  I  have  not  prevented  its  being  more  generally  em- 
found  to  be,  in  a  striking  degree,  the  case  ployed    in    this  country  than  any  other 
in  the  instance  of  mercury^,  by  which  meaicine;  in  which  the    best    informed 
means  wc  are  enabled  permanently  to  re-  countries  of  Europe  are  gradually  follow- 
____________^___^______  ing  our  steps. 

^    _  ,  «...  It  is  evident  from  many  facts,  stated  in 

•  My  paper  on   the  Nature  of  Sleep  in    the  „-  naners  on   the   Nature  of   Sleen  una 

Philosophical  Transactions  for  I&33.  ™^  Jt  »! u"  i:    ,  fl^^y^  ^V  ^*^P  *°** 

t  See  what  Is  said  on  this  subject  In   my  A'cath,  that  each  of  the  foregoing  systems 

treatise  On  the   Influence  of  Minate  Doses  of  is  a  whole,  which  cannot  be  influenced  in 

M.  rcury  In  restoring  the  Functions  of  Health,  any  one  part  without  a  tendency  to  be 

and  my  Gulstonian  Lectures  on  the  more  obscure  ^a'L^t^A   :-  -ii  ^*u -.   _     ^  -^"^      m.«  v 

afTections  of  the  Brain,  also  in  the  recapitulation  anected  m  all  Others;    a  property  which 

at  the  end  of  this  paper.  All  my  treatises,  to  which  perhaps  more  than  any  Other  influences  the 

I  have  occcasion  to  refer,  are  more  or  less  founded  progress    of     their    deviations    from    the 

on  the  principles  here  recapitulated  ;  and  conse-  fifioTrhv  afRfP  •  fnr  Avprv  nart  mnnn  nr  1»m 

quently  in  them  more  or  less  copious  references  to  ?®^''*J^  ^^     I  I^  J^Y^  ^^^  ^^      ,, 

the  facts  on  which  these  principles  rest,  became  Reeling  the  change  effected  in  any  one,  tf 

necessary.    In  order  to  arrive  at  the  conclusions  there  DC  any  from  accidental  causes  more 

lV*I'PJ!l"'HfPr'":.1["u"?*^*"!fy  ***,-•'■*?****  liable  to  disease  than  the  rest,  this  part 
whole  of  those  facts  with  tbelr  various  bearinirs.  _^>      i     i     f    t    ^x.  v  i.  '^  ^ 

which  I  have  done  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  t¥e  particularly  feels  the  cause  which  operates 

requisite  per'tpicuity  appeared  to  admit  of.    In  the  on  all;  and,  as  I  shall  SOOU  have  occasion 

less  familiar  parts  of  the  subject,  it  requires  some  to  point  out  more  particularly,  is  even  the 

care  to  avoid  beiiiK  misunderstood.  w,««r»o  ^f  Ai^t^^iw^m  itm  «ir<w.*.  I'.^im  «.«*. 

t  J<ce  my  Treatise  on  the  Effect,  of  minute  ™*^*  ®^  dlverUng  Its  effects  from  evciy 

doses  of  Mercury  in  restoring  the  FunctioDS  of  • 

Health.  •  u,j4. 
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other  part.    Thos  it  Is  that  diseases  of  secondarilv,  but  more  prominently,  affected 

continuaDce  often  become  complicated,  and  is  impoftsible*.    Tbns  also  it  is,-— that  la, 

that  an  affection,  attended  with  little  risk  in  consequence  of  the  one  system  often 

in  the  part  first  impressed  by  the  offending  soffering  with   little   disturbance  to  the 

canse,  may  become  formidable  by  its  se-  other, —  that  extreme  suffering  not  nnfre> 

condary  effects.  quentlv  continues  for  years  without  mate-> 

The  power  which  operates  here  has  been  rially  impairing  the  functions  of  life,  the 

termed  the  sympathy  of  parts,  the  effects  organs  of  suffering  belonging  to  the  sensi- 

of  which  I  hare  considered  at  length  in  a  ti?e  system;    while   in    other   instances 

treatise  on  the  more  obscure  diieases  of  the  immediate  danger  presents  itself  with  so 

brain,  being  the  Gulstonian  Lectures  de-  little  previous  suffering,  that    cfen    the 

liyer^  at  the  College  of  Physicians  in  medical  attendant  is  unprepared  for  it. 

183A.      I  am  now,  after  referring  to  its  The  latter  eril  can  only  be  obviated  by 

more  prominent  effects,  to  consider  the  a  careful  study  of  the  laws  of  sympathy  in 

nature  of  this  function,  and  the  powers  on  the  vital  svstem,  and  particularly  by  ascer- 

which  it  immediately  depends ;  which  will  taining  what  organs  are  most  inclined  to 

lead  US  to  the  last  part  of  the  subject  of  be  affected  by  what  others ;   for  although 

this  paper, — the  means  by  which  the  most  the  function  of  sympathy  is,  like  other 

complicated  functions  are  effected.  functions,  influenced  by  causes  peculiar  to 

the  individual,  it  is  in  a  great  degree  regu- 

As  it  appears   fVom    the   experiments  lated  by  principles  which  more  or  less  pre- 

above  referred  to  that  the  organs  of  the  vail  in  allf . 

sensorial  and  nervous  powers,  the  leading  From  the  facts  just  referred  to  we  easily 

J  principles  of  the  two  great  systems,  the  perceive  the  cause  of   the  sympathy  by 

bncttons  of  which  comprehend  all  the  which  every  part  of  each  of  the  foregoing 

functions  of  life,  although  both  belonging  systems  is  capable  of  influencing   every 

to  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  are  dis-  other.    Each  is  regulated  by  a  leading 

tinct  sets  of  organs;   the  one  set  being  principle,    and    in    consequence  of  this, 

confined  to  a  comparatively  small  portion  nnder  an  influence  by  whicn  the  affection 

of  these   organs,    the   other   distributed  of  any  one  part  tends  to  affect  all  others ; 

through  the  whole  of  them,    fVom    the  because  as  all  parts  of  each  system  both 

uppermost    surfaces    of    the   brain  and  influence  this  principle,  and  are  influenced 

cerebellum   to  the  lowest  portion  of  the  by  it,  it  necessarily  follows  that  all  must, 

spinal  marrow  ;  and  as  numberless  obser.  through  it, — that  is,  through  the  central 

▼ations  evince  that  the  immediate  cause  of  organs  of  each  system,  which  alone  are 

sympathy  exists  in    the    central    organs  the  immediate  organs  of  its  leading  prin- 

alone*,  it  follows  that  these  systems  must  ciple, — feel  the  ejections  of  each.    Such, 

have  different  centres  of  sympathy,  that  if  together  with  the  laws  I  am  now  to  consi- 

the  different  parts  of  each  system  sympa-  der,  is  the  source  of  the  function  to  which 

thize,  it  cannot  be  through    the    same  the  term  sympathy  has  been  applied,  a 

oentre.f    Now  it  appears  from  the  pheno-  principle,  as  I  have  just  had  occasion  to 

mena  of  disease,  compared  with  the  results  observe,  which  perhaps  more  extensively 

of  the  experiments  just  referred  to,  that  than  any  other  regulates  the  course  of 

each  of  the  centres  of  these  systems  is  often  disease. 

influenced  with  so  little  disturbance  to  the  As  each   of   the  preceding  systems  is 

other,  that  disease  of  either  system,  es-  formed  into  a  whole  by  its  leading  prin- 

pecially  when  of  a  chronic  nature,  often  ciple,  the  relation  which  these    systems 

spreads  to  distant  parts  of  the  svstem  in  bear  to  each  other  have  a  similar  effect 

question,  without  much  affecting  the  other;  with  respect  to  the  whole  frame ;  for  the 

a  favourable  result  in  the  sensitive  system,  affection  of  any  one  of  its  parts  tends  more 

because  it  is  only  in  proportion  as  the  or  less,  thouffn  much  less  powerfully  than 

oi^ns  of  the  %iii\  system  are  implicated  in  Uie  indiviauai  systems,  to  influence  all 

that  life  is  endangered  ;   but  in  the  vital • 

system  the  most  fruitful  of  all  causes  of  *  The  ioteroal  water  in  the  head  of  children, 

oUcuritt  Md  that  in  di«.se.  of  ibe  met  SS;rSSi,Von7fJiJl.r2u..'K  '^\l^ 

rormidable  nature,  to  which  many  have  „  „!  original  affection  of  the  brain.    DUaectlon 

fallen,   and  still  fall  a  sacrifice  ;    for  so  ill  harlng  now  prored  It  to  b«  a  aecondary  affection 

supplied  are  some  of  the  vital  organs  with  depending  on  the  lUte  of  the  lirer.  there  are  few 

^Jim^  «r  .««>.«4j»«   »k.«  ;«  *\*^J^  ^;.^.^  aerlooa  dlseaaee  In  which  the  treatment  la  more 

nerves  of  sensation,  that  m  them  diseases  „oiformly  aucoeeaful.  if  it  hae  not  been  allowed 

of  sympathy  often   make  a  fatal  progress  to  arrive  at  It*  la«t  stage.    The  original  affection, 

without  the  state   of  the    part  Oi;iginally  which  does  not  betray  itself  by  any  prominent 

affected  having  attracted  attention,  and  M!?r;^*°ihi7h°.V/1:«-*^^ 

...       A   .»        ^A       ^«         au   A      i>  av            a  to  the  means,  wnlcn  are  powerless  wbile  It  con- 

Without  lU  restoraUon,  that  of  the  part  unues  to  operate.    Other  affections  of  the  head. 

_  certain   forms  of  pulmonary  consumption,  and 

many  other  diseases,  might  be  adduced  is  iUnatrs* 

*  My  Oulstonisn  Leetores.  ting  the  same  principles.    Ibid, 

t  Ibid.  t  My  OaUtonlan  Leetores. 
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others.    The  meani  by  which  th^  reUitlon  vessels  of  the  fart  is  the  original  disease, 

between  the  sensitiye  and  vital  systems,  it  influences  the  central  o'rgans  of  both 

and  conseqaently  the  most  complicated  systems  by  the  actual  disease  of  the  part, 

fiinctions,-  are  maintained,  we  are  here  to  eveiy  part   being   supplied  with  nerves 

consider;  to  some  of  them  I  have  already  belonging  to  both  systems;    bot  in  the 

had  occasion  to  refer.  former  case  there  is  no  other  channel  of 

communication  than  that  just  rderred  to. 

We  have  seen  that  the  nervous  power  The  central  organs  of  the  sensitire,  havinf 

properly  so  called,  the  leading  power  in  the  no    direct  power  orer  either    the    vital 

vital  system,  is  immediately  under  the  in-  nerves  or  the  vessels,  can  only  inflaence 

flnence  of  the  sensorial  power,  the  leading  them  through  the  central  oi*gans  of  the 

power  in  the  sensitive  system,  and  consti-  vital  system.      Thus  arises  a  double  bond 

totes  the  medium  through  which  all  that  of  connexion  between    the  two  systevs, 

part  of  our  intercourse  with  the  external  the  central  organs  of  the  sensitive  system 

world,  by  which  the  latter  power  influences  directly  influencing  those  of  the  vital  sys- 

it,  is  maintained.    This  therefore  is  the  tem,  and  the  nerves  of  the  sensitive  systirm 

first  bond  of  connexion  to  which  I  shall  being  necessarily  influenced  by  all  devia- 

refer  between  the    sensiti?e    and    vital  tions  from  a  state  of  health  in  whatever 

systems.      The  second  is  the  means  by  part,  for  all  parts  may  be  affected  through 

which   the  organs    of  both  Systems  are  the  central  organs  of  the  vital  system,  the 

maintained;    for,  as  I  ha?e  already  had  degree  to  which  the  effect  in  the  sensitive 

occasion  to  observe,  the  sensitive  has  a  system  takes  place  being  proportioned  to 

dependence  on  the  vital  system,  for  the  that  in  which  the  part  is  supplied  with 

maintenance  of  its  organs,  as  the  latter,  nerves  of  sensation.    As  the  central  organs 

we  shall  find,  has  a  more  remote  depen-  of  the  sensitire,  directlv  influence  those  of 

dence  on  the  former,  for  the  maintenance  the  vital  system;  the  latter,  through  the 

of  its  organs  ;    the  connexion  thus  esta-  extremities  of  the  different  nerves  with 

blished    between    them    being   increased  which  the  two  sets  of  organs  are  associated, 

by  both  systems  equally  'depending  for  influence  the  former.      Hence  we  have 

the  maintenance  of  their  organs  on  the  just  seen  the  fatal  obscority  of  many  dit- 

muscular  power  and  the  powers  of  the  eases  of  those  vital  organs,  which  are  ill 

living  blood;  both  of  which  are  in  their  supplied  with  nerres  of  sensation;   and 

turn  subjected  to  .the  nervous,  and  the  as  the  more  chronic  the  diseaae,  the  less  it 

former  certainly,  and  the  latter,  we  have  disturbs  the  sensitive  nerves,  it  is  in  the 

reason  to  believe,  through  the   nervous,  more  chronic  cases  that  the  obscurity  is 

also  to  the  sensorial  power.  g^reatest,  and  consequently  attended  with 

The  sympathy  which  prevails  through  the  greatest  risk, 
all  parts  of  each  system  also  contributes  Different  parts  of  the  central  organs 
to  the  influence  of  these  systems  themselves  of  the  sensitive  system  correspond  to  differ- 
on  each  other;  because  the  state  of  the  ent  parts  of  iiie  general  frame.  This 
parts  secondarily  affected  in  consequence  is  perhaps  sufficiently  prored  by  our  being 
of  the  power  of  sympathy,  more  or  less  enabled  by  experience  to  refer  our  sen- 
influences  both  systems,  all  parts  being  sations  to  the  seat  of  the  cause  which 
more  or  less  supplied  with  nerves  from  excites  them  ;  but  in  many  of  the  inferior 
both.  animals,  where  both  the  brain  and  spinal 

But  we  have  sufficient  evidence  in  the  marrow  partake  of  the  organs  of  thesenso- 
symptoms  of  disease,  compared  with  the  rial  power,  it  may  be  proved  by  direct  ex- 
results  of  the  experiments  referred  to,  that  peri  men t,  because  after  the  removal  of 
in  the  phenomena  of  sympathy,  as  in  the  the  brain  we  find  the  sensorial  power  lost 
instances  just  pointed  out,  tne  central  only  in  those  parts  which  derive  their 
organs  of  the  sensitive  directly  influence  nerves  from  that  organ, 
those  of  the  vital  system.  A  sympathetic  But  how  comes  it  itkt  the  central 
pain  it  is  well  known  referred  to  any  part  organs  of  the  vital  system  also  have  a 
will  at  length  produce  actual  inflammation  peculiar  relation  to  certain  parts  of  the 
of  the  part.  Now  while  the  pain  alone  general  frame,  the  nerves  associated  with 
exists,  we  know  that  the  derangement  these  organs  conveying,  as  appAirs  from 
which  produces  it  is  in  the  central  organs  what  has  been  said,  their  combined  influ- 
alone  of  the  sensitive  system,  and  in  no  ence,  which  is  bestowed  alike  on  all  vital 
.degree  in  the  part  to  which  it  is  referied;  organs ? 

and  we  also  know  from  the  facts  which  It  is  a  law  of  the  animal  economy,  amply 

have  been  stated,  that  there  is  no  channel  illustrated  by  the  phenomena  of  disease, 

through  which  this  derangement  can  in-  that  when  an  impression  influencing  the 

fluence  cither  the  vital  nerves  or  the  vessels  system  generally  is,  by  previous  debility  or 

of  the  part,  but  through  the  central  organs  any  other  cause,  directed  to  a  particular 

of  the  vital  system.  part,  its  operation  is  diverted  from  all 

When  the  affection  of   the  nerves  or  others.     Now  it  appears  from  a  thousand 
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phenomena  that  the  suffering  of  the  sen-  whatever  part,  the  more  ohstinately  the 
sitive  system,  referred  to  any  particular  parts  concerned  retain  the  morbid  action. 
part,  is  sufficient,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, in  consequence  of  the  influence  of  Extensite  as  the  foregoing  relations  of 
the  central  organs  of  the  sensitiye,  ovef  the  vital  and  sensitiTc  systems  are,  they 
thoseof  the  ?ital  system,  and,  through  the  are  not  the  only  ones.     To  determine  the 
latter  system,  over  all  parts  of  our  frame,  whole  of  them  it  is  necessary  to  review 
to  direct  to  that  part  the  effects  of  derange-  the  functions  of  the  more  perfect  animals, 
ment  excited  in  this  system.     Thus  even  and    in  particular  correctly  to  ascertain 
a  diseased  organ  will    often  regain  its  the  line  of  distinction  between  those  of 
healthy  state,  when  the  dif>ease  has  spread  the  two  systems ;  in  order  to  ascertain 
to  another,  particularly  if  in  the  latter,  it  whether  there  be  any  beside  those  just 
takes  deeper  root,  if  I  may  use  the  expres-  pointed  out  in  which  they  cooperate,  and 
sion.     It  is  a  daily  occurrence  for  a  dis-  which  consequently  contribute  to  their  de- 
ease  of  function  to  be  finally  removed  by  pendence  on  each  other, 
a  disease  of  structure  being  established  in  I  made  many  experiments  with  a  view 
another  oigan.    Hence  the  good  effects  of  to  draw  the  line  of  aistinction  between  the 
artificially  exciting  disease   in    external  vital  and  sensitive  functions ;  and  that  the 
parts  to  relieve  those  more  immediately  result  might  be    the  more  certain,    the 
essential  to  life ;  and  the  still  more  salu-  attemrpt  was  made  by  two  sets  of  experi- 
tary  effect,  when  the  laws  of  our  frame  ments,  conducted  on  different  principles. 
themselves  produce  the  same  effect,  be.  By  the  one  it  was  attempted  to  ascertain 
canse  here  it  is  the  uninfluenced  result  of  what  functions  remain  when  the  sensorial 
those  laws,  whereas  in  the  former  case  power  is  withdrawn ;  by  the  other,  what 
their  tendency  is  constrained  bj  artificial  functions    fail    with  the    failure    of   the 
means.    Thus  for  example  it  is  that  the  nervous  powers ;  and  the  correspondence 
inflammation  of  a  gouty  joint  or  other  of  the  results  of  these  sets  of  experiments 
external  disease  often    relieves    the    de-  tends  to  confirm  the  inferences  from  both*, 
rangement  of  a  vital  organ,  and  that  arti-  Much  confusion  had  arisen  from  pbysio- 
llcially  repelling  this  effort  of  the  con-  logists  having  neglected  to  ascertain  this 
stitutfon  to  save  a  vital  part,  has  so  oHen  line.    M.  le  Galloi8,one  of  the  most  acute, 
proved  fatal.  soon  found  his  difficulties  from  this  cause 
On  the  facts  that  the  central  organs  of  such,  that  he  was  obliged  to  confess  him- 
the  vital  system    directly   influence    the  self  unable  to  proceed,  and  leave  to  his 
ftinctions  both  of  the  vital  nerves  and  of  successors  the  task  of  removing  them.    He 
the  vessels  of  every  part,  while  those  of  had  adduced  sufficient  proof  of  the  spinal 
the  sensitive  system  have  no  direct  influ-  marrow,  to  which  the  nerves  of  respiration 
ence  on  either,  many  of  the  phenomena  of  belong,  being  capable  of  its  functions  in- 
disease  depend ;   because  it  is  only  in  pro-  dependently  of  tne  brain ;   yet  on  the  re- 
portion  as  these  nerves  and  the  vessels  of  moval  of  a  part  of  the  brain,  the  medulla 
the  part  are  influenced,  that  any  disease  of  oblongata,  respiration  ceases.     This  diffi- 
the  part  itself  exists,  and  consequently  culty  ne  acknowledges  he  sees  no  means 
that  there  is  any  tendency  to  derangement  of  removing,  calling  it  **  un  des  g^nds 
either  of  function  or  structure  in  the  part ;  myst^res  de  la  puissance  nerveuse,  mystdre 
of  function  alone  if  the  nerves  alone  are  qui  sera  devoile  t6t  on  tard,  et  dont  la 
effected,  of  structure  also  as  soon  as  the  a^couverte  jettera  la  plus  vive  lumi^re  snr 
vessels  partake  of  the  disease.     Hence  it  le  roechanisme  des  fonctions  de  cette  mer« 
is  that  the  tendency  to  change  of  structure,  veilleuse  puissance." 
except  where  it  takes  place  by  impercep-  If  the  preceding  facts  be  kept  in  view, 
tible  degrees,  is,  eateris  paribuSf  always  pro-  it  is  evident  without  much  consideration 
portioned*  to   an  inflammatory  tendency  that  none  of  the  functions  of  the  sensitive 
which  may  be  detected  in  the  part,  this  have  any  other  dependence  on  the  powers 
tendency  Ming  the  first  indication  that  the  of  the  vital  system,  but  for  the  due  struc- 
vessels  partake  of  the  disease  ;  and  hence  ture  and  wellbeing  of  their  organs.     The 
the  Importance  of  carefully  watching  and  nature  of  the  functions  of  the  vital  system 
checking  its  approach,  if  the  part  be  one  here  requires  more  consideration.     They 
essential  to  life,  in  all  cases  of  deranged  include  respiration ;    circulation ;    those 
function  of^  or  even  of  painful  sensations  processes  by  which  the  secreted  fluids  are 
referred  to,  particular  parts ;  for  the  long  formed ;    those,  namely  the  more  imme. 
continuance  of  either  may  through  the  diately  assimilating. processes,  by  which 
foregoing  channels  excite  the  most  formi-  our  food  is  converted  into  the  various 
dable  diseases  in  vital  parts,  which  will  organs  of  our  bodies,  and  such  parts  of 
generally  be  obstinate  in  proportion  to  the  them  as  have  become  unfit  for  the  pur- 
length    of  time  the  previous  symptoms    — — 

S*I?.  ^^^^'    The  longer  conUnued  the  ^  ,^    ,    ^^^  ^^  I^^,  ^,  4,,.  Vltil  Flections, 

habit  of  disease  of  whatever  nature  and  Part  ii. 
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poses  of  lifs  are  separated  and  expelled,  proportion  as  the  animal  ascends  in  the 

for  all  are  in  a  state  of  change;  and  those  scale  of  being,  the  vital  haye  a  greafer 

by  which  the  due  temperature  is  main-  dependence  on  the  sensitive  powers ;  that 

tained.  is,  in  proportion  as  the  latter  powers  in* 

Does  the  sensitiTe  cooperate  with  the  prove,  the  former  become  more  dependsat 

vital  system  in  any  of  these  functions  ?  upon  them. 

From  the  line  of  distinction,  determined        In  the  papers  on  the  Natare  of  Sleep 

by  the  experiments  just  referred  to,  it  and  Death,  published  in  the  PhiIosoplii«l 

appears  that  in  one  of  them  only  is  there  Transactions  for  1833  and  1834^  I  have 

such  a  cooperation.  pointed  out  how  much  the  functions  of  the 

I  have  in  the  last  of  my  papers  pub-  more  perfect  animal  are  influenced  by  this 
lished  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  peculiarity  of  respiration,  the  only  vital 
for  1829  considered  at  length  the  nature  of  function,  properly  so  called,  in  which  the 
respiration,  and  hare,  as  far  as  I  am  sensorial  power  cooperates;  a  circnmstanes 
capable  of  judging,  adduced  such  facts  as  which  more  generally  perhaps  than  any 
prove  that  the  muscles  employed  in  this  other,  which  is  equidiy  of  a  local  natmc, 
function  are,  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  influences  the  phenomena  both  of  health 
muscles  of  voluntuy  motion.  The  first  and  disease.  In  this  function  therafore 
act  in  respiration  is  the  impression  made  we  find  a  powerful  bond  of  connexion  be- 
on  the  sensorium,  the  sensation  excited  tween  the  sensitive  and  vital  systems,  and 
by  the  want  of  f^sh  air  in  the  lungs.  We  one,  as  appears  from  the  papers  jnst  re. 
are  enabled  to  supply  it  and  remove  the  ferrad  to,  of  the  most  extensive  operation, 
uneasiness,  by  exciting,  through  the  nervous 

system  properly  so  called,  certain  muscles        Such  are   the   means    by  which  the 

subject  to  tne  will.  frame  of  the  more  perfect  animal  is  formed 

Respiration  thus  depending  on  the  com-  into  a  whole,  and  the  function  of  sympathy 
bined  operation  of  both  systems,  is  as  ef-  and  its  other  more  complicated  functioos 
fectually  destroyed  by  a  failure  of  the  sen-  above  enumerated  eflected.  A  powerfhl 
sation  which  makes  us  will  to  inspire,  as  connexion  is  established  among  all  parti 
by  that  of  the  nervous  or  muscular  power  of  each  of  the  systems  into  which  the 
by  which  the  will  effects  its  object.  Thus  functions  arrange  themselves,  depending 
the  difficulty  of  M.  le  Gallois  disappears,  on  each  being  regulated  by  a  leading  power 
It  is  true  that  the  spinal  marrow  and  its  which  influences  erery  part  of  the  system 
nerves  are  capable  of  their  functions  in-  to  which  it  belongs,  and  in  its  tnm  is  in- 
dependently of  the  brain,  and  that  the  flnenced  by  every  part  of  it:  and  tbess 
nerves  which  excite  the  muscles  employed  systems  themselves  are  intimately  related 
in  respiration  are  supplied  by  the  spinal  In  consequeuce  of  the  nervous,  the  leading 
marrow,  but  in  this  function  it  is  an  act  power  in  the  vital  system,  by  means  of 
of  volition  which  excites  them.  They  are  the  control  which  the  organs  of  the 
quiescent  till  this  act  takes  place.  £ience  sensorial  power  exercise  over  it,  being 
it  is  that  respi ration  ceases  on  the  removal  employed  in  the  accomplishment  of  many 
of  the  medolla  oblongata,  because  by  the  of  the  sensitire  functions ;  and  the  sen- 
removal  of  this  part  of  the  brain  the  power  sorial  power,  the  leading  power  in  the 
of  sensation  in  all  parts  below  the  head  sensitive  system,  being  employed  in 
and  consequently  of  volition,  as  far  as  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  vital 
relates  to  those  parts,  is  destroyed.  Hence  functions:  by  both  symptonu  not  only  de- 
also  the  fact,  above  referred  to,  that  the  pending  for  me  maintenance  of  their  or- 
vital  has  a  remote  dependence  on  the  sen-  gans  on  the  same  powers,  but  more  or  less 
si  tlvc  system,  independently  of  the  means  airectly  on  each  other;  by  the  powers 
of  obtaining  nourishment,  for  the  main-  common  to  both  systems  being  under  the 
tenance  of  its  organs.  If  the  muscles  of  influence  of  the  leading  principles  of  both; 
respiration  were  not  in  the  strictest  sense  and  by  all  affections  of  whatever  part, 
muscles  of  voluntary  motion,  our  powers  whether  original  or  sympathetic,  necessa- 
of  volition  would  in  an  essential  respect  rily  influencing  both  its  sensitive  and  vital 
be  imperfect;  for  the  due  regulation  of  nerves,  and  consequently  the  central  organs 
their  action  is  'essential  in  the  formation  of  the  systems  to  which  they  belong, 
of  articulate  sounds,  the  chief  means  by  • 
which  our  sensorial  powers  are  enabled  to 

influence  those  of  other  sentient  beings.        From  the  whole  of  the  facts  referred  to 

In  many  of  the  less  perfect  animals,  res-  in  the  preceding  paper,  the  great  outline 

piration  like  circulation  is  performed  by  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the  functions 

powers  of  involuntary  motion,  as  in  the  of  the  more  perfect   animal  is  derived, 

still  more  imperfect, sustenance  is  obtained  The  parts  of  which  it  consists,  from  the 

by  the  same  means,  the  functions  of  the  complicated  nature  of  the  subject,  being 

lowest  class  of  animals  thus  in  their  nature  yery  numerous,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to 

approaching  to  those  of  the  vegetable.    In  place  it  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  concisely 
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to  lecapitolate  them ;  and  as  in  the  pre-  appears  from  facts  titofe  referred  to,  is  its 

ceding  paper,  I  commenced  with  the  more  influence  on  the  nervous,  and  through  it, 

simple,  and  was,  by  their  intimate  con-  on  the  muscular  power,  and  we  have  rea. 

nexion  with  the  more  complicated  powers,  son  to  believe  on  the  powers  of  the  living 

led  to  them ;  I  shall  in  the  recapitulation,  blood,  that  it  can  not  only  excite,  but  ira- 

ihat  they  may  be  viewed  in  l>oth  directions,  pair  and  instantly  destroy  all  these  powers, 

begin  with  the  more  complicated,  which  according  to  the  nature  and  power  of  the 

by  the  same  means  will  lead  us  to  the  more  causes  which  influence  its  organs. 

■unple  powers.  The  circumstance  of  the  muscular,  as 

appears  from  facts  above  referred  to,  being 

Bbsidb  the  mechanical  powers,  of  which  the  moving  power  of  the  blood  in  the 

the  living  animal  evidently  partakes  in  vessels  as  well  as  the  heart,  greatly  extends 

common  with  inanimate  nature,  it  pos.  the  influence  of  those  powers  which  con* 

geesei,  we  have  seen,  four  distinct  powers,  trol  it,  namely,  the  nervous  power  properly 

apparently  peculiar  to  itself,  having  no  so  called,  and  the  sensorial  power  acting 

direct  dependence  on  each  other,  but  each  through  it. 

depending  on  the  other  three,  for  the  main-  The  only  resperts  in  which  the  sen- 
tenance  of  its  organs ;  the  sensorial,  the  sorial  power  is  related  to  the  subject  of 
nervoos,  and  the  muscular  powers,  and  the  this  paper,  are  in  the  impressions  it  re- 
powers  of  the  living  blood,  ceives  from  the  nerves  of  sensation,  and 

By  these  powers  are  maintained  the  the  functions  in  which  it  co-operates  with 

two  sy^stems  into  w^ich  the  various  func-  the  nervous  and  muscular  powers.     Sen- 

tions  arrange  themselves,  the  vital  and  sation  and  volition  are  the  only  sensorial 

sensitive  systems,  the  object  of  the  one  powers  employed  in  the  maintenance  of 

being  the  maintenance  of  our  bodies,  of  life. 

the  other,  onr  intercourse  with  the  external  While  the  organs  of  the  sensorial  power 

world.  are  thus  capable  of  more  or  less  directly 

influencing  all    the  other  orgaus  of  the 

The  organs  of  the  sensorial  power  in  living  animal,  they  more  or  less  feel  in 

man  have  ^eir  seat  in  the  brain.     They  their    turn,  through   the  medium  of  the 

can  be  excited  by  no  other  means  than  the  nerves  of  sensation,  which,  we  have  seen, 

infloence  conveyed   by  the  nerves  of  sen-  convey  an  influence  of  wholly  a  different 

sation,  in  the  most  extended  sense  of  the  nature  from  that  conveyed  by  the  nerves 

expression,  in  every  instance  called  into  associated  with  the  organs  of  the  nervous 

operation  by  impressions  made  on  their  power  properly    so    called,   all    changes 

extremities  by  agents  which  belong  to  in*  effected  in   any  part  of  our  frame     By 

animate  nature,  either  existing  within  our  these  means,    this  power  constitutes  the 

own  bodies,  or  making  their  impression  leading  principle  in  the  sensitive  system, 

from  without;   and,  on  the  other  hand,  of  which  its    organs    form    the    central 

there  are  no  means  by  which  the  sensorial  parts. 
organs  can    influence    those    agents  but 

through  the  intervention  of  the  powers  of  The  organs  of  the  nervous  power  pro- 

the  nervous  system  properly  so  called.   The  perly  so  called,  have  their  seat  equally  in 

nature  of  the  sensorial  power,  we  have  seen,  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  and  through- 

admits  of  no  direct  intercourse  between  its  out  all  parts  of  them  ;  and  are  excited,  on 

organs  and  the  agents  of  inanimate  nature,  the  one  hand,  by  the  direct  influence  of 

becaase  none  of  the  properties  by  which  it  the  sensorial  power,  and  on  the  other,  by 

operates  have  any  thing  in  common  with  agentsinfluencint^the  vital  organs  througli- 

tbose  of  such  agents;  and  as  these  orgaus  out  every  part  of  the  frame;  nil  of  which, 

can  only  receive  impressions  from  the  ex-  as  in  the  case  of  the  impressions  made  on 

temal  world  through  the  nerves  of  sensa-  the  nerves  of  sensation,  whether  existing 

tion,  with  which  they  associated,  they  can  in   our  own  bodies  or  making  their  im- 

only  impress  the  agents  ofthat  world  through  pressions   from    without,    are  agents    of 

the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion,  excited  inanimate  nature. 

by  the  nerves  associated  with  them.   Thus  The  immediate  functions  of  the  unaided 

it  is  necessary,  as  we  have  by  direct  ex-  nervous  power  are  the  excitement  of  the 

periroent  fonnd  to  be  the  case,  that  the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion  in  all  their 

organs  of  the  nervous  system  should  he  functions,  of  the  muscles  of  involuntary 

placed  nnder  the  control  of  the  sensorial  motion  in  some  of  their  functions ;  and 

power.     Through  the  same  channel,  we  the  immediate  functions  of  this  power  in 

nave  seen,  this  power  also,  in  some  of  co-operation  with  the  muscular  power  and 

their  functions,  controls  the  muscles  of  in-  the  powers  of  the  living   blood,  all  the 

voluntary  motion ;  and  we  have  reason  to  powers  of  both  of  which  are  directly  sub- 

beliere,  although  the  point  has  not  been  jected  to  its  influence,  are  the  formation  of 

ascertained  by  direct  experiment,  all  the  the    secreted    fluids,  the  maintenance  of 

powers  of  the  living  blood.    And  such,  as  animal  temperature,  and  the  various  more 

48a.--xix.  ^  ^ 
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immediately  assimilating  fanoUona,  —  4he  brain  and  spinal  manoWy  at  we  bait 
namely,  the  functions  by  which,  on  the  'leen  proved  by  direct  ezperiincnt,  are  the 
one  hand,  our  food  is  converted  into  our  only  parts  of  the  nerrous  ajratem  employed 
various  org^ans,  and,  on  the  other,  those  in  preparing  the  nenroos  influence,' the  mi- 
parts  of  them  which  have  become  useless,  nute  extremities  of  tbenerres  are  the  only 
are  separated  and  expelled,— which  ren-  immediate  organs  of  its  Aincttons ;  as  lbs 
dcrs  it  necessary  that  the  muscles  of  in.  extreme  parts  of  the  sangniferoos  s^stcB, 
voluntary  motion  as  far  as  they  co-operate  the  axillary  yesaela)  are  the  oigans  kj 
in  these  functions,  which  with  few  excep-  means  of  which  the  blood  is  immedialely 
tions  include  the  whole  of  these  muscles,  exposed  to  its  influence, 
should,  as  we  have  seen  ttom  direct  ex-  That  the  capillary  Tessels  may  be,  as 
periment  is  the  case,  be  under  the  im-  littleas  possible,  influenced  b^advcntitioiis 
mediate  influence  of  the  nervous  power.  causes  in  functions  of  such  importance  hi 

Neither  the  brain  nor  spinal  marrow  in  the  animal  economy,  we  find  on  the  cos 

the  functions  of  the    vital  system  acts  hand,  as  appears  from  experiments  abovt 

through  the  other  of  these  organs,  as  tbe  referred  to,  that  the  motion  of  their  blood 

brain  is  found  to  do  through  the  spinal  depends  wholly  on  their  own  powers,  the 

marrow  in  many  of  those  of  tbe  sensitive  larger  arteries  which  depend  for  their  sop. 

system ;   each  directly  influencing  every  ply  of  blood  on  the  heart,  being  only  tbs 

part.  reservoirs    from    which  they  d!mw  their 

The  direct    influence  of  the  nervous  supply;  and  that,  on  the  otner,  they  are 

power,  it  appears  from  what  has  been  said,  not  controlled  by  the  neirous  infloeaet 

extends  to  all  the  functions  of  the  system,  through  the  medium  of  the  heart,  but  re* 

with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  sensorial  ceive  Uiis  influence  directly  from  its  source : 

power,  which  it  only  influences  through  and  sq  correct  are  these  positions,  that  evea 

other  functions.  It  directly  influences,  and  Uie  removal  of  the  heart,  if  effeotod  with- 

is  directly  influenced  by,  all  the  vital  func-  out  any  considerable  loss  of  blood,  prodoeei 

tions  properly  so  called,  and  hence  consti-  no  immediate  effect  either  on  the  action 

tutcs  the  leading  principle  of  the  system  of  the  capillaries,  or  the  control  which  tbe 

to  which  they  belong,  therefore  termed  the  nervous  power  exercisee  over  them. 

vital  system,  of  which  its  organs  form  the  ^^               ^v    •  *j*  •  ^     i                  #  «t.. 

central  narts  Such  are  the  individual  powers  of  the 

^       *  living  animal,  their  seat,  the  relation  they 

The  circumstance  of  each  of  the  fore,  bear  to  each  other,  and  the  manner  ia 

going  systems  being  under  the  influence  of  which  their  several  functions  are  effected, 
a  leading  power,  which  is  both  capable  of 

influencing  and  being  influenced  by  every  ^^"^  ^^^  most  complicated  functions, 
part  of  it,  is  the  cause  of  that  powerful  1*  appears  ttom  what  has  been  said,  de- 
sympathy  which  exists  among  all  its  parts,  pend  on  the  relations  which  subsist  be- 
aud  which  we  have  seen  often  essentially  tween  the  two  systems  themselves,  into 
influences  either  system  with  but  little  which  the  functions  of  all  these  powers  are 
disturbance  to  the  other,  on  which  many  of  arranged. 

tlie  most  important  phenomena  of  disease  They  are  related  to  each  other,  we  have 

depend.  seen,  by  the  nervous,  the  leading  power  io 

_,                 ,                   1.1,.  t^e  vital  system,  in  consequence  of  tbe 

The  muscular  power,  which  has  lU  seat,  control  exercised  over  it  by  the  sensorial, 

we  liave  seen,  in  the  muscular  fibre  itself,  the  leading  power  in  the  sensitive  system, 

and  the  powers  of  the  living  blood,  which  being  employed  in  many  of  the  /tanclioni 

have  their  seat  in  the  blood  itself,  perform  of  the  latter;  by  the  sensorial  being  em- 

subordinate  parts.     They  are  equally  em-  pi„yed  in  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 

plovcd  m  both  systems  for  the  maintenance  ^jtal  functions,  this  peculiarity  of  respira- 

of  their  organs.    The  latter  supplies  the  tion,  for  in  no  other  of  those  functions  ii 

materials  endowed  with  the  pnnciple  of  there  any  such  co-operation,  extensively 

life  on  which  the  nervous  power  operates  influencing  the  phenomena  both  of  health 

in  the  formation  of  the  secreted  fluids,  the  and  disease;  by  both  systems  depending 

maintenance  of  animal  temperature  and  f^r  the  maintenance  of  their  organs  on  the 

the  various  more  immediate  functions  of  game  powers,  and  more  or  less  directly  on 

assimilation;  while  the  former,  to  which  each  other;  by  the  powers  common  to  both 

the  vessels  as  well  as  the  heart  owe  their  gygtems,    the    muscular   power    and  tbe 

power,  supplies  the  means  by  which  these  powers  of  the  living  blood,  being  under  the 

niatenals  are  duly  exposed  to  the  operation  influence  of  the  leading  powers  of  both ; 

of  the  nervous    power,    by  which    their  ^nd  by  all  affections  of  whatever  part  ne- 

nccessary  changes  are  effected  ;   that  is,  <.e8sarily  influencing  both  its  sensitive  and 

to  the  influence  of  the  extremities  of  the  ^ital  nerves,  and  consequently  the  leading 

nerves,  by  which  the  nervous  power  ope-  powers  of  both  systems; 

rates  m  all  these  functions,  as  well  as  m  ^ 

the  excitement  of   the  muscles;    for  as  As  the  varioos  ptrts  of  each  system  are 
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Ibrmed  into  a  whole  by  all  parts  of  each  such  limit,  is  so  trifling  that  it  may  be 

infloendiig  and  being  infloenced  by  its  safely  oferiooked.    Hence  it  is  that  the 

leading  pnnciple,  so  all  parts  of  the  ani-  vital  system  appears  to  possess  an  excita- 

mal  body  are  formed  into  a  whole,  no  part  bility  which  is  not  exhausted  by  stimulants 

of  which  can  be  affected  without  tenaing  except  when  applied  in   excess.      It  is 

more  or  less  to  affect  all  others,  by  the  essential,  we  hare  seen,  in  the  treatment 

means  just  enumerated,  by  which  these  of  disease,  to  keep  in  new  these  properties 

2 stems  influence  each  other.    Such  are  of  all  agents  capable  of  influencing  the 

a  fooadatioBs  on  which  the  laws  of  sym*  functions  of  lif^,  that  we  may,  as  much  as 

Cthy  depend,  a   principle  which,  as  1  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of,  keep 

ve  endeaYOured  in  a  cursory  way  to  within  the  stimulant  range  of  our  reme- 

point  out,  more  than  any  other,  influences  dies;  and  within  that  range,  as  far  as 

the  course  of  all  de?iations  from  a  state  of  possible,  avoid  the  degree  of  excitement 

llealtb.  which  produces  sensible  exhaustion  of  the 

vital  organs ;  under  which  circumstances 

The  functions  of  all  the  powers  of  the  medicine  always  operates  ns  a  permanent 

liYing  animal,  we  have  seen,  are  mediately  tonic,  more  or  less  powerful  according  to 

Ar  immediately  excited  by  organs  belong-  its  peculiar  properties. 
tng  to  inanimate  nature.    Our  organs  are 

composed  of  the  same  materials  with  the  With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 

external  world,  and  can  only  bo  imme-  powers  of  the  living  animal  which  we 

diately  impressed  by  agents  of  their  own  nave  been  considering,  the  sensorial  and 

nature.    It  is  true  that  the  sensorial  fnnc-  muscular  powers,  and  the  powers  peculiar 

lions  are  the  results  of  one  vital  part  act-  to  living  blood,  we  have  found  to  belong 

ing  on  another,  the  sensitive  nerves  on  the  to  the  living  animal  alone,  all  their  pecu- 

immediate  organs  of  the  sensorial  power;  liar  properties  being  the  properties  of  life. 

bot  the  impression  these  nerves  convey  is  The  fuuetions  of  life  may  be  divided  into 

in  every  instance  received  from  the  agents  two  classes,  those  which  are  effected  by 

of  inanimate  nature.    Here  both  the  agent  the  properties  of  this  principle  alone,  and 

and  the  organs  impressed  are  of  the  same  those,  by  far  the  more  numerous  class, 

general  nature,  being  composed  of  similar  which  result  from  the  cooperation  of  these 

materials  with  our  other  organs.     The  properties  with  those  of  the    principles 

pecoliarity  of  the  results  depends  on  vital  which  operate  in  inanimate  nature.    The 

IJToperties  alone  being  employed  in  their  nervous  power  we  have  f(iund  to  be  a  uio- 

prodaction,  whereas  in  all  other  functions  dification  of  one  of  the  latter  principles, 

of  the  living  animal,  the  vital  properties  of  because  it  can  exist  in  other  textures  than 

the  organ  co-operate  with  tlie  properties  those  to  which  it  belongs  in  the  living 

of  the  inanimate  materials  of  which  it  is  animal,  and  we  can  substitute  for  it  one  of 

composed.    Hence  it  is  that  its  functions  those  principles  without  disturbing  the 

sidmit  of  being  immediately  excited  by  the  functions  of  life. 

agents  of  inanimate  nature,  which,  having  Late  discoveries  have  been   gradually 

.  no  properties  in  common  with  the  only  evincing  how   far  more    extensive   than 

properties  employed  in  the  sensorial  func-  was  supposed,  even  a  few  years  ago,  is  the 

tions,  cannot  directly  co-operate  in  their  dominion  of  electricity.    Alagnetism,  che- 

production;  and  hence,  we  have  seen,  the  mical  affinity,  and  (I   believe,  from  the 

smalogy,  which  all  the  functions  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  paper,  it  will 

living  animal,  with  the  exception  of  the  be  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion)  the 

immediate  functions  of  the  sensorial  or-  nervous  influence,  the  leading  powes  in 

gpans,  bear  to  the  o])erations  of  inanimate  the  vital  functions  of  the  animal  frame, 

nature,  and  the  total  loss  of  all  such  ana-  properly  so  called,  appear  all  of  them  to 

logy  in  the  latter.  be  modifications  of  this  ajiparently  univer- 

Every  agent  capable  of  exciting  any  of  sal  agent;  for  I  may  add,  we  have  already 

the  functions  of  the  living  animal,  we  have  some  glimpses  of  its  still  more  extensive 

seen,  acts  as  a  stimulant  or  directly  debi.  dominiofi*. 

litattng  power,  according  to  the  degree  ■                 .^_ 

in  which  it  is  applied.     In  the  sensitive  ••        v 

aystem  their  stimulant  effect  is  always  !»•  the  preceding  paper  my  objects  have 

followed  by  a  proportional  exhaustion  of  *>««»  to  review  the  whole  of  the  functions 

excitability;  in  the  vital  system,  only  when  ^^  the  more  perfect  animal,  to  ascertain 

the  excitement  exceeds  a  certain  limit,  the  nature  of  the  powers  on  which  they 

I  speak  in  the  latter  case  of  a  sensible  ex-  depend,  the  scat  of  each  of  these  powers, 

banstioB,  an  exhaustion  beyond  that  pro-  the  manner  in  which  they  are  employed  in 

doced  by  the  usual  stimulanU  of  life,  effecting  their  several  functions,  and  the 

which,  in  the  vital  system,  is  too  gradual  manner  in  which  they  are  associated  in 

to  be  perceived,  and  as  far  as.  relates  to  ■  ■  ■ 

•ay  particnlar  stimnlant  employed  within  «  se«  Dr.  lU>i«VsTi««A\\%  ofi^\«A\^^NVi> 
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producing  their  more  complicated  resalts.  oommend    it    to    die    profession    as  a 

Notbinp  in  any  part  of  the  subject  has  serviceable  and  excellent  remedy. 

been  taken  for  granted,  no  position  having  j  i^tnain,  sir, 

been  advanced  without  a  reference  to  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

observations  or  experiments  on  which  it  is  jj  g  Belcombe,  M.D. 
founded. 

I  have  here  for  the  first  time  made  X^°*^^-^"S: 

an  attempt,  which  could  not  be  done  till  March  18. 1687. 

all  the  facts  on  the  subject  had  been  ascer-  

tained,  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which 

the  different  powers  of  the  living  animal  ANALYSES  and  NOTICESoF  BOOKS. 

influence  each  other,  and  thus  conduce  to 

their  more  complicated  results ;  by  which, 

being  enabled   to  analyse  these  results,  «  L*Anteiir  ne  tne  4  allooger  ce  qae  l«  ledcw  •# 

it  might  easily,  were  this  the  proper  place,  tae  n  abr^ger."— D'alicmrbkt. 

be  shown,  that  we  better  see  the  operation  

of  its  different  powers  in  the  various  devia- 
tions from  a  state  of  health,  and  can,  I.  A   Translation    of  the  Pharmaeo^ 
under  certain  circumstances,  better  regu-  pceia  of  the  Royal  College  ofPAwsu 
late  the  means  of  obviating  them.  dans  of  London,  1836;  with  Tiotts 

and    Illustrations^       By     Richard 

"                                                   '  Phillips,  F.R.S.L.  &  E.,  &c.    (By 

STRYCHNOS  NUX  VOMICA  IN  permission.)    Higrhley. 

DYSPEPSIA.  2.  The  Pharmacopma  CoHegii  Regmlis 

_____  Medicorum  Londinensis.      Translat' 

erf,  with  a    Commentary,  Chemical, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  Pharmaceutical,  and  Medicinal,  hy 


Sir, 


D.  Spillan,  M.D.,  Sec. 


In  a  late  communication  to  your  jour-  The  above  are  the  only  translations  of 

nal,    by   Mr.   Mellor.  of  Manchester,  the  new  London  Pharmacopoeia  which 

upon  the  curative  effects  of  the  strychnos  bave    as    vet  made  their    appearance, 

nux  vomica  in  certain  diseases  of  the  though  a  third  has  been  most  porapously 

digestive  organs,  that  gentleman  ob-  announced,  and  subscnptions  for  it  so- 

serves,  "  that  the  late  Dr.  Belcombe,  of  Kcited. 

York,  was  in  the  habit  of  using  it  for  Mr.  Phillips's  work  deserves  on  all 
the  relief  of  indigestion,  but  in  what  bands  to  be  first  noticed.  Dr.  Spillan 
particular  form  of  this  complaint,  I  am  ^erj  properly  observes,  that  "  no  one  is 
not  at  present  prepared  to  say."  I  beg  better  qualified  than  Mr.  Phillips  lo 
to  state  that  my  late  father  prescribed  gn^e  a  translation  of,  and  commenUrv 
the  strychnos  very  generally,  and  with  <>"»  the  PharmacopcBia.  His  well- 
almost  constant  success,  in  those  forms  earned  reputation  as  a  scientific  che- 
of  stomach  affection  denominated  pyro-  ™»sl»  and  the  fact  of  his  having  been 
sis  and  gastrodynia,  particularly  when  appointed  by  the  College  a  member  of 
the  disease  appeared  to  proceed  from  the  Committee  for  its  arrangement,  pe- 
some  morbid  irritability  of  the  nerves  of  culiarly  entitle  him  to  the  right  of  ex- 
that  organ ;  and  that  he  was  preparing  plaining  the  rationale  of  processes  in 
a  detailed  account  of  his  observations  conducting  which  he  himself  acted  so 
upon  this  medicine  when  he  was  at-  considerable  a  part."  When,  however, 
tacked  by  a  severe  illness,  from  which  we  compare  the  present  position  of  Mr. 
he  never  recovered.  Phillips,  with  respect  to  the  Collei^e, 
I  promise  myself  some  time  the  plea-  with  that  he  formerly  occuoied  (a  few 
sure  of  laying  this  and  other  details  of  years  back),  we  cannot  help  exclaim- 
bis  successful  practice  before  the  medi-  ing""" 

cal  profession.                                    „    ,  . ,  "  T«?mport  muUDtur  et  no«  maUmur  In  lllta." 

biiice  the  introduction  of  the  alkaloid 

principle,  which  I  am  bappy  to  see  has  The  principal  value  of  Mr.  Phillips's 

obtained  a  place  in  the  Fnarmacopoeia,  book  consists  in  the  notes  and  illustra- 

I  bave  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  tions.     They  are  concise,  and  for  the 

it  in  doses  of -^  to  1  of  a  grain  with  the  most  part  very  clear,  accurate,  and  va- 

same  uu  varying  effect;  and  I  can  safely  luable.     We  cannot,  however,  compli- 

second  Mr.  Mcllor's  remarks,  and  re-  ment  him  on  his  diagrams  explanatory 
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of  tbe  theory  of  the  processes;  thej  are  the  pupil,  eren  in  old  amaurotic  cases, 

bad  and  confused.     It  would  have  been  For  further  information  on  this  point,  we 

much  better  bad  be  constructed  them  on  would  refer  to  Dr.  TumbulPs  late  pub- 

the  plan  followed  (we  believe   not  in-  lication. 

Tented)  by  Dr.  Bos  well  Reid.     Meiss-  Another  error,  and   one   of  a   ^ross 

ncr*s  diagrams  (in    his   Handhttch    d.  kind,  occurs  under  the  head  of  iodide  of 

Allgemein  %ind  techn,  Chemie)  are  much  lead.      This    substance,    Mr.    Phillips 

superior  to  those  used  by  Mr.  Phillips.  says,  is  **  used  only  in  the  form  of  oint- 

There   is  an   omission  in  these  dia-  ment"  ! !     We  presume  every  member 

g'rams  which  we  much  regret ;  we  mean  of  the  profession  must  have  either  seei^ 

the  number  of  the  reacting  equivalents,  or  heard  o^  the  internal  employment  of 

By   the   way,    why   has  Mr.   Phillips  iodide  of  lead ;    and  therefore  we  can 

omitted  to  give  diagrams  illustrative  of  only  attribute  this  error  to  Mr.  Phillips 

the  chemical  changes  which  occur  in  not  having  consulted  any  physician  or 

the  manufacture  or  hydrocyanic  acid,  surgeon  on  the  subject :  we  advise  him 

oxysulphuret  of  antimony,  (Sec.  ?    They  to  peruse  Dr.  0'Shaughnessy*s  transla- 

could  be  readily  formed,  and  ought  not  tion  of  LugoPs  Essays,  pp.  205,  et  seq, 

to  be  lefl  out.  1831,  before  his  next  edition^  appears. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Phillips  on  the  Again,  there  is  surely  a  mistake  in  the 

alteration  of  his  opinion  with  respect  to  dose  of  the  compound  solution  of  iodide 

the  existence  of  the  oil  of  wine.     In  the  of  potassium.   Mr.  Phillips  says  the  dose 

translation  of  the  last   edition   of  the  is  **  from  n^v.  to  nxx."  Now  ten  minims 

Pharmacopoeia,  he  told  us  he  was  una-  uf  this  solution  contain   only  i^  of  a 

ble  either  to  manufacture  or  purchase  grain  of  iodine,  and  ^  of  a  grain   of 

this  compound,  though  to  our  certain  iodide  of  potassium.  • 

knowledge  it  has  been   manufactured  We  could  refer  to  several  other  ana- 

and  sold  at  Apothecaries'  Hall  for  many  logous  errors,  but  we  have  said  enough 

years  (we  believe  for  at  least  half  a  to  convince  the  author  of  the  necessity 

century).     And   here   we  may  remark,  of  revising  this  part  of  his  work. 

that  we  think  Mr.  Hennell  has  behaved  On     a   former   occasion  *,    we    took 

very  generously  in  furnishing  what  Mr.  notice    of    Mr.    Phillips's     statement 

Phillips  acknowledges  to  be  "  highly  with   respect    to  the    nature  of   Prus- 

useful  information,"   after  the  (as   we  sian  blue ;  and  we  may  here  add,  that, 

believe,  unfair)  charges  brought  by  Mr.  in  a  work  like  the  present,  we  conceive 

Phillips  against  the  chemical  operators  Mr.  Phillips  ought  either  to  explain  the 

at  the  Hall.  composition  of  the  dificrent  substances. 

We  strongly  advise  Mr.  Phillips  to  and  the  changes  in  the  various  pro- 
have  the  medical  information  contained  cesses,  according  to  the  present  re- 
in bis  translation  carefully  revised  and  ceived  and  approved  doctrines  of  che- 
corrected  for  the  next  edition :  we  can  mistry, — or  at  any  rate,  to  give  his  rea- 
assure  him  there  are  numerous  errors  in  gons  for  taking  different  views  of  them, 
it.  For  example,  the  account  of  the  We  wish  he  had  followed  either  of  these 
eflects  of  Aconitina  is  very  incorrect,  plans  with  respect  to  Prussian  blue.  In 
Mr.  Phillips  tells  us  that  its  **  taste  is  his  translation  there  appears  to  us  to  be 
at  first  bitter,  and  afterwards  acrid;  a  singular  lack  of  information  on  the 
but  this  is  not  permanent,  and  appears  composition  of  the  double  salts,— a  want 
to'  be  derived  irom  another  pnnciple  of  those  co>nprehensive  views  so  neces- 
<anemonia),  from  which  it  may  be  sepa-  sary  to  the  proper  understanding  of  the 
rated  by  repeated. solution  in,  and  pre-  nature  of  these  compounds, 
cipiution  from,  acids."  Now  we  beg  Notwithstanding  the  preceding  stric- 
leave  to  tell  the  author,  that  one  of  the  tures,  Mr.  Phillips^  translation  is  cer- 
essential  characters  of  aconitina  is  in-  tainly  a  useful  and  valuable  work ;  and 
tense  and  permanent  acridity,  and  we  we  strongly  recommend  it  both  to  prac- 
challenge  him  to  produce  us  aconitina  titioners  and  pupils. 
by  the  process  in  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
devoid  of  this  property.  Dr.  Spillau's  production  is  neatly  and 

Mr.  Phillips  is  equally  in  error  when  sbewily  got  up;   but  we  regret  we  can- 
be  says,  that  **  applied   to  the  eye,  it  not  speak   favourably  of  ite  contents. 

occasions  a  temporary  dilatation  of  the     . r— 

pupil  ;**  aconitina  causes  contraction  of      •  Msoical  Gaibttk,  p.  791,  present  volume. 
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The  translation  is  frequentlr  bad  or  ment,  all  the  Bjrmptonit  of  disease,  ai 
even  erroneous :  tbus  tbe  word  rhizoma  well  as  diseases  tbemselTes  mani- 
is  translated  root;  *'  concretum  in  pro-  fested  by  their  sjmptonis.  Thus  we 
priis  capitis  cellis  repertum"  is  rendered  find  Uie  face  considered  in  reference  to 
*'  a  concrete  substance  found  in  cells  of  its  varied  expressions  indieati? e  of  dis- 
tbe  bead"  (the  important  word  propriis  ease ;  the  apnearances  of  the  eyes,  tbe 
not  bein^  translated).  Short  sentences  phenomena  or  the  pulse,  &c. ;  and  til 
are  often  left  out :  thus^  under  Lacmos,  treated  in  a  compressed  aphoristic  stjle, 
''tbaJlus  praeparatus"  is  omitted,  and  exhibiting  at  once  brevitj  and  clearaesi. 
the  sentence  **  quantum  fieri  potest,**  at  There  is  an  acuteness,  we  would  also 
page  25  of  the  Pharmacopceia,  is  not  saj  a  profundity,  in  some  of  the  prog- 
translated,  noses  attached    to  certain  SYmptoms, 

These,  be  it  remembered,  are  only  a  which  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  reader, 

few  of  the  errors  we  have  observed  on  We  have  been  tempted    to   wish,  in 

examining  about  half  a  dozen  pages  perusing  some  parts  of  the  work,  that 

selected  at  random.         ^  the  author  had  given  references  to  hit 

Tbe    notes   abound  in  tbe  grossest  sources ;  but  on  reflection,  sacfa  a  pro- 
errors.  The  author  is  evidently  ignorant  ceeding  must  have    swelled  the   two 
of  chemistry,  and  totally  unfit,  there-  volumes  to  a  very  inconvenient  sixe. 
fore,  to  criticise  the  processes,  or  to  offer 

explanations  thereof.      There  is  not  a  — -^ 

single  statement  on  chemical  subjects  «  .»   .    .        j  »»     ^«.-    j             i- 

that  can  be  relied  on.     The  account  of  ^^^'^  •««    v  ^''^.'S  '^^^ 

the  effects  and  uses  of  the  substonces  is  £*f»  Arankhmtem.    {PmtboU^  and 

not  better  than  that  contained  in  Mr.  Therapeutics    of   Mental   Duewes.) 

Phillips'  translation,  and  oftentimes  not  ^^°  *  RIEDWch  Bird,  M.D.  Berim. 

so  good.     Mr.  Phillips,  besides,  almost  The   author  of   this    work    has  been 

invariably  gives  the  doses  of  tbe  pre-  distinguished  for  several  years  back,  by 

paration,  whereas,  in  a  large  number  of  the  number  of  his  contributions  to  me- 

yistances,  Dr.   Spillan  has  omitted  to  dico-psychological  science,  but  has  here 

do  so.                                               ^  concentrated  himself  in  the  production 

Wc  are  sorry  to  have  had  occasion  to  of  a  book  purely  practical.    We  must 

speak  thus  severely  of  his  translation,  content  ourselves  with  recommending  it 

for  we  can  assure  Dr.  Spillan  we  were  iu  strong  terms,  as  our  limits  at  present 

d priori  disposed  to  report  favourably  preclude  an  analysis.    In  the  dearth  of 

Of  it.  good  books  on  the  treatment  of  mental 

—  disorders  in  our  own  language, we  should 

Medicinische     Pkanomenoloffie ;      eiu  ^^  disposed  to  wish  that  this  of  Dr-Bird^j 

Handworterhuck  fur    die  Hrztliche  ^^^  translated  by  some   experienced 

Praxis.    (Medical  Phenomenology;  hand. 

or  a   Dictionary  of  the   Practice  of  — ^ 

Medicine).     Von  Robebt  Kuttner,  .......        .,           .   ^.     .      ,  , 

M.D.  2  Bande.    Leipzig ;  Schloss.  Medictnucher  Ahsanach  fur  das  Jakr 

T        .•*!       c  ♦!.•     A'  \'  L\.^  ;.  o«fl5  1837.    (Medical  Almanack  for  1837.) 

The   title  of  this  dictionary  is  suffi.        ^^^     j^^     j     j    g^^^^       ^^^^J 

ciently  explicit :  the  work  embraces  all  '  Schloaa 
the   signs  and   tokens    of   disease,  ar- 
ranged in  cncyclopeedia  fashion;  pre-  So    large    a    mass    of  useful  and  in- 
senting,   in   short,  a  kind   of  medical  teresting  information,  collected  together 
conversations-  lexicon.      In    an   art  so  in  a  Medical  Almanack,  we  have  never 
conjectural   as  ours,  the   advantage  of  before  seen.     Biography,  the  state  of 
having  a  good  book  of  ready  reference,  the  Universities,    original    articles  on 
on  the  phenomena  which  present  them-  subjects  of  general  importance,  and  ab- 
solves, often  very  unexpectedly,  cannot  stracts  of  the  best  articles  which  have 
fail  to  be  appreciated  oy  practitioners ;  appeared  in  the  German  periodicals  dor- 
particularly  by  those  who  have  not  yet  ing  the  last  jear,  form  a  miscellany  of 
acquired  an  extensive  experience.   The  much  attraction ;  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Phenomenology   differs   from  an   ordi-  whole   is  excellent:    no   dogmatic   or 
nary  medical   dictionary,   inasmuch  as  impertinent    obtrusion   of   the  editor's 
it  gives,  in  an  alphabetical    arrange-  opinions  are  any  where  observable. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.       "  <^r*^«  «''"*•/'  "^'y^^'  "  "•* 

their   sbadows   before."     We   lay  no 
Sniurday^  March  25, 1837.  claim  to  second  sight,  or  to  be  seers  into 

futurity :    we    only  watch    the  "  sha- 

««  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiMn  miiii,  dignitiiteiii    dows,"  and  it  is  thus  that  in  our  mind's 

Arti,  Medicm  tnerU   potest.,  modo  venlendl  la  ^  ^         j   ^^^    without  much 

pnblfottmait,  dtccndipeiicalum  nonrecuto."  •'  ' 

CioBRo.  difficulty,  what  is  yet  to  be,— -unless  the 
^""  predetermined  object  of  certain  parties, 
T°B  which  looks  very  like  a  plot  or  an  in- 
WARBURTONIAN  UNIVERSITY.  trigue,  be  defeated. 
8oM£    curious  reader  may  ask  which  ^e  last  week  alluded   to  a  scheme 
University  wc  mean  by  the  title  pre-  '^^'''^  ^^  ^^  <««'  to  institute  an  office- 
fixed  P^Whether  the  University  CoU  *^*^  ®^  Registrar  —  requisite,   doubt- 
lege,  which  so  long  affected  the  supe-  1««»»  ^  *  certain  extent,  but  one  should 
rior    appellation,    and    in    which   Mr.  ^^'^^^  "ot  essentially  demanding  much 
Warburton  has  from  the  first  been  a  personal    service    in    the    present    in- 
prime  mover  ?— or  can  it  possibly  be  the  8tancc,-..certainly  not  at  the  outset  of 
new  esUblishment    recently  chartered  ^^^    speculation.      Well,    what  thinks 
for  giving  degrees,  and  at  the  Council  ^^^   ^^^^^  «  ^^^  ™«d«»^  endowment 
board  of  which  the  member  for  Bridport  *®"&'»'   ^   ^  ^*«^    "Po»  ^^^»   ^^^e, 
has  also  secured  for  himself   a  seat?  in  these  times  of  economy  and  retrench- 
We  mean  precisely  the  latter.  ™^"*>  V  a  ccnain  member  or  members 
But  it  should  be  some  very  simple  ^^  ^^^  Council  P    Why,  the  little  round 
fcader  who  would  ask  the  question,-  »»™  ^^  ''^'-  ^^  ^^'*   ^-year    ("  say 
aome  "  Shallow,"  who  would  be  put  to  ®00/.»)  has  been  slyly  solicited ;   but, 
bis  wiU' ends  by  the  interrogatory—  fortunately    for     the    public,    not   yet 

awarded.    The  hint  is  worth  attending: 

"' Under  which  Icing,  Bexoniao  ?  speak,  or  die  1"      ,  i.       •*.    i  i        i.  ,.  , 

to ;    for  if  the  scale  of  expenditure  be 

Every  one  knows  that  there  are  two  commenced   with   a  little  item  of  this 

potentates  connected  with  the  newly^  kind,  the  public  had  need  to  look  cau- 

cbartercd    University  —  one   the  noble  tiously  how  their  money  is  voted  away 

Eari,    *'  our  beloved    cousin,"   who    is  in  passing  the  next  supplies, 

duly  and  regularly  placed  at  the  head  What  may  be  the  duties  of  Registrar 

of  the  institution ;  the  other  a  personage  in  the  new  establishment,   we   cannot 

who    is    well    disposed,    and    nothing  exactly  say ;  but  we  dare  to  conjecture 

loath,  to  take  upon  him  the  whole  vir-  that  they  cannot  be   very   onerous  for 

tual  direction.     Now  -^ho  does  not  see  some  time.     The  600/.   a-year,  there- 

that,  at  least  in  the  arrangements  of  fore,  appears  to   us  very  much  to  re- 

the  medical  department,   the  unobtru-  semble  ajob. 

sive  authority  of  Lord  Burlington  must  Candidates,  we  understand,  of  very 

fall  prostrate  before  the  renowned  at-  various  orders  of  merit,  have  offered 

tainments    of  the    great    patron    and  themselves ;    among  them,'   a    learned 

gaardian    of   the    medical    profession,  physician  of  the  provinces,  a  ci-dtvant 

tbe   illustrious  chairman  of  the  Com-  tmployS  of  the  Collegfe  in  Gower-street, 

Biittee  of  Medical  Education  ?     It  is  and  an  official  person,  whom  we  should 

in  this  way  that  merit   of  a  peculiar  have  thought  sufficiently  provided  for 

kind  always  works  out  for  itself  a  suit-  already.    The  latter  person  is  the  useful 

^ble  seat  in  which  to  conduct  its  ope-  factotum  to    whom   we    alluded    last 

rations.  week,  and  who  is  backed  by  Mr.  Wa>- 
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burton  against  all  coiners.     Does  this  fer  that  it  should  be  regtilaled  on  ftrain^t- 

rendcr  the  transaction  less  like  a  job  ?  forward  rather  than  Jesuitical  principles, 

Such  is  the  auspicious  commencement  we  earnestly  recommend  a  steady  consi. 
of  business  in  the  newly-chartered  in-  deration  of  these  things.  They  will 
stitutiou :  it  exhibits,  in  a  strong  light,  soon  see  the  danger  likely  to  arise  from 
the  earnestness  with  which  certain  of  the  predominance  of  an  intriguing 
its  functionaries  wish  to  identify  its  influence  amongst  them.  An  excIasiTe 
interests  with  their  own;  and  in  a  denomination  will  be  fastened  on  the 
council,  where  all  were  intended  to  be  University :  it  will  be  called  after  the 
placed  on  an  equal  footing,  the  anxiety  individual  who  monopolizes  the  fune- 
vf  at  least  one  to  rule  and  govern  the  tions  of  his  colleagues,  and  who,  by 
rest.  Let  that  one  only  have  his  own  his  pernicious  interference,  brands  the 
registrar — an  attache,  hound  in  grati-  institution  with  an  indelible  impres- 
tude  for  some  valuable  favours  already  gion.  We  warn  the  steady  well- 
conferred— and  the  University  is  virtu-  intentioned  members  of  the  coun* 
ally  in  the  hands  of  the  wily  councillor.  cil  —  for    we    know    there    are    some 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  we  bear  such  —  to  guard  against  and  strenu* 
any  hostility  to  the  institution  abstract-  ously  resist  this  influence.  Let  them, 
edly:  we  have  long  advocated  the  pro-  as  they  value  the  institution  to  whieb 
priety  —  the  expediency  —  of  having  ^bej  belong,  set  their  faces  against  job- 
in  this  great  metropolis  a  corpo-  \^\ng  and  intrigue,  the  very  imputation 
rate  body,  endowed  with  the  power  of  which  in  the  outset  were  enough  to 
of  granting  degrees  to  London  stu-  gijfle  all  hope  of  future  respectability, 
dents.  But  in  the  present  instance,  as  xhls  week  we  have  just  glanced  at 
we  have  on  other  occasions  fully  ex-  i\^q  jqI,  ©f  the  registrarship :  we  have 
plained,  we  soon  found  ourselves  something  to  say  on  another  occasion, 
obliged  to  withhold  our  confidence  and,  ^hen  we  have  more  room,  concerning 
approbation  :  the  miscellaneous  group  certain  other  curious  proceedings  of  the 
ofFeIlowssuddenlyappointed,aftertheir  Council,  and  their  virtual  President, 
chairs  had  been  going  a  begging  for  Ostensibly  only  a  few  days  have  been 
many  months,  were  far  from  impressing  devoted  to  business  at  Somerset  House; 
us  with  respect  for  the  nascent  esta-  but,  from  the  issue,  we  suspect  that  all 
blishment;  while  the  name  of  one  at  has  not  been  done  above  board.  A  lit- 
least  of  the  well-beloved  Councillors  or  tie  time,  no  doubt,  will  open  up  the 
Fellows    was     of    itself    sufficient    to  mystery. 

stamp    the    character    of    the   institu-    

tion.     Add  to  this  what   we   have  ob- 
served among  the  very  first  acts  of  the  ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 
University  —  their   intriguing,  or  per-  Friday,  Marcl^  17, 1837. 

niitting  intrigue,  in  order  to  create  an  

expensive    sinecure,   and    the   pertina-  Xew  mode  of  exciting  the  common  Voltaic  ■ 

cious  exertions  of  one  of  them  to  thrust  battery, 

his     well-known     factotum     into     the  Mr.  Faradat  gave  a  lecture  this  evening 

office  :  -who  of  fair,  candid,  and  honest  «"  ^r.  De  la  Rue>8  method  of  exciting  the 

,              ,  common  Voltaic-apparatus,  by  a  soluuon 

principles,  must  not  be  disgusted  with  of  sulphate  of  copper,  instead  of  the  dilute 

the  whole  aflair  ?  acid  ordinarily  employed.     The  lecturer 

To   those   of  the   council  who  wish  J^\^;?    '^u-^''"'^llu!f^^''hr^^ 

to  the  voltaic  apparatus,  nrst    by    Mr. 

well  to  the  establishment,  and  who  pre-  Daniel,  afterwards  by  Mr.  Mullens,  and. 
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■ubsequentlj  by  m,  De  la  Rue.    The  sir   BENJAMIN    BRODIE'S 

two  former    gentlemen,  however,  use  a  mTVTi?i>TATtf  nuATTriM 

peculiar  form   of   apparatus,  and  insert  HU>TERIAN  UKATION. 

animal  membrane  between  the  zinc  and 

copper  plates,  whereas  31  r.  De  la  Rue  An  oration  of  this  nature  can  scarcely 
employs  the  ordinary  apparatus,  making  be  considered  a  fit  subject  for  critical 
use  of  no  membrane.  analysis,  but  we  have*  made  a  few  ex- 
Mr.  Faraday  then  proceeded  to  perform  tf^cte,  with  appropriate  headings,  which 
TanouJ  expenments,  m  order  to  show  the  ^^   ^j^j^^   ^Jjf  ^^   interesting  to    our 

power  of  the  battery  when  charged  with  \^^a      . * 

the  cupreous  solutiim.     These  consisted  ^'^' 

of  the  decomposition  of  water  (in  the  vol.         Br,  W,  Hunter's  Afiwei/m.—If  we  inquire 

timeter),  and  the  ignition  of  charcoal,  and  into   the  private  life  of  Wm.  Hunter,  we 

Tarious  metallic  leaves.      Until  the  term i-  find  that  he  was  never  married ;  that  his 

nation  of  the  lecture,  he  failed,  however,  in  domestic  establishment  was  on    a  very 

igniting  platinum  wire.    The  deflagration  limited  scale,  and  that  his  habits  were  of 

of  the  metallic  leaves  was,  in  our  opinion,  the  most  frugal  kind.     But  let  us  not  sop- 

not  equal  in  brilliancy  to  what  is  observed  pose  that  this  was  in  any  degree  the  result 

when  the  battery  is  charged  with  acid,  of  avarice.     He  had  no  taste  for  those 

Indeed  the  exhibition  was  altogether  not  luxuries,  or  for  that  displav,  for  which 

a   Yery  successful   one,  and    which    Mr.  wealth  is  usually  exchanged  ;  or,  at  all 

Faraday  admitted,  but  stated  that  he  had  events,   he  had  'another  object  in   view, 

not  previously  tried  some  of  the  experi-  which  he  prized  more  highly  than  these: 

xnents.  and,  in  whatever  related  to  this,  he  was 

It  appears  to  us,  that  this  new  method  liberal  even    to    extravagance.      I    need 

of  exciting  the  common  voltaic  apparatus  scarcely  say  that  I  refer  to  his  museum, 

is  more  curious  than  useful.     It  is  more  I  have  already  had  occasion   to  mention 

expensive,  we  believe,  than   the  ordinary  that  part  of  it  which  related  to  anatomy, 

method  :  the  battery  is  put  in  action  very  It  was  collected  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 

slowly — an  hour  or  two,  at  least,  being  re-  trating  his  lectures,  and   its  chief  value 

quired  to  get  it  into  a  working  state ;  consisted  in  the  preparations  illustrative 

and,  lastly,  it  is  uncertain  in  its  action,  of  the  changes  of  the  gravid  uterus,  in 

as  proved  by  the  fact  that  even  in  the  hands  those  relating  to  diseased  structure',  and 

of   Mr.   Faraday  it   was  not  completely  in  the  catalogue.    The  latter  is  replete 

successful.      Twice,    during   the    lecture,  with  the  most  interesting  pathological  in- 

Mr.  De  la  Rue  was  obliged  to  put  acid  into  formation  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects ; 

the  cells  of  the  troughs,  so  that  the  effects  and  I  am  greatly  deceived  by  my  juvenile 

shown  by  Mr.  Faraday  were  not  produced  recollections  of  it,  if  I  am  not  justified  in 

by  the  sulphate  merely.    Indeed,  after  the  asserting  that  the  publication  of  it,  even 

lecture,  Mr.    De  la  Rue  admitted,  that  at  the  present  time,  would  be  of  the  great- 

tinless  the  plates  were  perfectly  clean  (a  est  service  to  our  profession, 
condition  rarely  met  with  in  large  batte*         But  many  present  remember,  as  I  do, 

lies),  some  acid  must  be  employed.  that  the  anatomical  department  occupied 

In  noticing  the  theory  of  the  action  of  only  the  gallery  of  the  building  in  wiiich 

the  sulphate  of  copper,  Mr.  Faraday,  in  the  museum  was  placed.   A  most  valuable 

the  first  place,  showed  the  efficacy  of  the  and  extensive  library,  and  a  costly  collec- 

solution  as  a  conductor  of  electricity,  and  tion  of  medals  and'  minerals,  filled  the 

then  stated  that  it  was  at  present  some-  lower  part  of  it,  and  served   to  demon- 

what  uncertain  on  what  the  efficacy  of  strate  that  the  collector  of  these  tjreasures 

the  sulphate,  as  an  excitant,*  depended:  could  well  estimate  the  value  of  other 

whether  on  its   obviating   the'  evolution  branches  of  knowledge,  as  well  as  those 

of  hydrogen,  or  by  its  putting  the  zinc  in  in  the  pursuit  of  which  he  was  himself 

a  new  condition.  engaged.   There  was  a  collection  of  paint- 

A  pretty  little  piece  of  apparatus  for  ings  also,  by  the  first  masters,  but  depo- 

Bubjecting  points  of  various  substances  fo  sited  in  other  apartments.     It  is  said  that 

the  galvanic  influence,  invented  by  Mr.  the  expense  of  forming  the  museum  did 

De  la  Rue,  was  shown.    Silver  was  ignited  not  amount  to  less  than    ]00,000/.,  the 

by  it,    and  produced  a  beautiful  green  whole  of  which  was  derived  from  the  sav- 

light;  and  the  colour  of  the  light  evolved  ings  of  a  laboriously  earned  professional 

by  the  ignition  of  charcoal  points  was  income. 

Tariously  altered  by  strontian,  soda,  and        This  museum  is  now  deposited  in  the 

boracic  acid..  University  of  Glasgow.  We  cannot  grudge 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture,  Mr.  the    possession  of  it  to  that  institution ' 

Faraday    very   feelingly  alluded  to    the  which  had  the  honour   of  forming  the 

nurder  of  Mr.  Da? idM>n,  who  had  been  a  young  mind  of  him  who  has  done  us  to 

pupil  of  his  and  Mr.  Brande's.  much  honour  since.    But  some  peiioits 
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may  be  of  opinioii  that,  as  it  would  have  hfww  how  miidi  inferior  the  etad  j  of 

been  more  accessible,  so  it  would  hare  hooks  is  to  the  study  of  things."    Soch  is 

been  more  useful,  if  placed  in  this  metro-  the  difference,  in  one  respect,  between  the 

polis  of  the  world  rather  than  where  it  lectures  of  Cu?ier  and  the  mnseum  of 

now  is.    Such  seems  to  have  been  WU.  Hunter. 

liam  Hunter's  opinion  also.  How  it  But  that  mnsenm  is  not  merely  a  great 
happened  that  he  altered  his  original  in-  eoUection  of  anatomical  specimens:  the 
tentions  respecting  it,  is  so  well  known,  distribution  and  anaagement  of  them  io- 
that  it  may  seem  almost  superfluous  to  dicate  the  most  pbiloaophical  views  of 
•ay  a  word  on  the  subject.  He  pointed  physiology.  The  mind  of  the  student  is 
out  to  the  government  of  that  day,  a  va-  gradually  led  from  the  elemeBtaiy  to  the 
cant  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  most  complicated  forms  of  animal  exis- 
crown  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Charing-  tence.  The  simple  functions  of  one  nee 
cross,  on  which,  if  it  were  granted  to  him  of  creatures  serves  to  illnstrate  what 
for  that  purpose,  he  offered  to  erect  a  would  be  otherwise  incomprdiensible  ia 
suitable  building,  and  establish  his  mu-  the  functions  of  others.  It  cannot  be 
seum,  at  the  same  time  endowing  a  pro-  doubted*  that  the  arrangement  of  the 
fessorship,  and  to  bequeath  the  whole  to  Hnnterian  Museum  suggested  to  Cuvier 
the  public.  The  minister  to  whom  this  that  which  he  adopted  in  his  leetnres,  al- 
proposal  was  made,  scarcely  condescended  though  he  deviated  from  it  in  some  parti- 
even  to  answer  William  Hunter's  letter !  cnlars. 

Cuvier  and  Hunter,  —  The  study  of  Although  between  forty  and  fiftv  yean 
comparative  anatomy  (that  term  being  in-  have  elapsed  since  the  death  of  John 
tended  to  designate  the  anatomy  of  ani-  Hunter,  there  is  one  part  of  his  Inboan 
mals  generally,  as 'contradistinguished  in  anatomy  and  physiology  which  has  ofily 
from  the  anatomy  of  any  single  species)  is  lately  become  known  to  the  public  He 
of  very  ancient  date.  It  is  one  of  those  left  behind  him  some  manuscript  notes, 
many  branches  of  science  which  occupied  intended  to  be  introductory  to  the  study  of 
the  comprehensive  mind  of  Aristotle;  and  the  several  departments  of  his  museum, 
since  the  revival  of  the  love  of  knowledge  These  are  now  being  published  in  the 
from  the  torpor  of  the  dark  ages,  there  catalogue ;  and  they  exhibit,  in  a  remark- 
have  been  always  individuals  who  pur&ucd  able  aeg^ree,  those  powers  of  olMKrvatlon, 
it  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  But,  up  to  of  treeing  resemblances  and  analogies, 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  these  in-  and  of  generalisation,  which  belong  to 
quiries  were  carried  on  in  a  vague  and  de-  genius,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  disco- 
sultory  manner.  A  master-mind  was  veries.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  an  ac- 
wanting,  capable  of  grasping  the  entire  complished  writer  would  readily  convert 
subject ;  of  analysing,  combining,  and  ar-  these  notes  into  essays,  not  less  interest- 
ranging  the  apparently  heterogeneous  and  ing  and  instructive,  and  certainly  contain- 
discordant  materials  of  which  it  is  com-  iog  more  original  matter,  than  the  intro- 
posed ;  and  of  exhibiting  them  in  their  ductory  chapters  which  we  read  with  so 
mutual  relations,  forming  one  harmonious  much  delight  in  Cuvier's  lectures, 
system,  worthy  of  the  Creator  of  the  uni-  1  trust  that,  In  the  comparison  which  I 
verse.  Those  who  attribute  the  glory  of  have  now  made  between--  Hunter  and 
having  first  accomplished  these  objects  to  Cuvier,  I  shall  not  be  snspected  of  any 
Cuvier,  do  great  injustice  to  our  own  conn-  want  of  respect  for  the  last-mentioned  of 
tryman.  The  labours  of  John  Hunter  pre-  these  distinguished  philosophers.  Soch 
ceded  those  of  the  FVcnch  philosopher,  are  the  riches  of  Cuvier's  reputation,  that 
In  Cuvier's  work  on  Comparative  Ana-  there  can  l)e  no  inducement  to  claim  for 
tomy,  we  find  recorded  an  immense  num-  him  any  part  of  the  wealth  of  others ;  and 
ber  and  variety  of  facts  connected  with  his  most  zealous  admirers  cannot  reason- 
the  structure  of  all  kinds  of  animals  j  but  ably  complain,  if  we  concede  to  John 
we  need  only  to  walk  into  the  museum  of  Hunter  the  superiority  as  a  comparative 
this  College  to  see  the  facts  themselves,  anatomist  and  physiologist.  In  other 
displayed  b^  the  hand  of  John  Hunter,  or  matters  Cuvier  stands  without  a  rival, 
under  his  immediate  superintendence.  I  He  was  deeply  versed  in  natural  history, 
was  acquainted  formerly  with  a  most  in-  which  Hunter  cultivated  merely  as  sub- 
telligent  Greek,  who  having  received  the  sidiary  to  anatomy.  By  his  researches 
besteducation  which  Greece  afforded,  pass-  respecting  the  fossil  remains  of  animals, 
ed  some  years  in  this  country.  This  gentle-  he  became  the  inventor  of  an  entirely  new 
man  was  accustomed  to  describe  one  of  science ;  of  that  science,  which  the  genius 
the  advantages  which  he  had  derived  from  of  Buckland  has  made  one  not  only  of  nni- 
his  visit  to  England,  in  something  like  the  versal  interest,  but,  I  may  say,  of  practical 
following  terms  :  — ^l  had  acquired  in  importance,  by  applying  it  to  the  illnstra- 
G recce  a  good  deal  of  the  learning  which  tion  of  the  great  truths  of  natural 
is  to  be  obtained  from  books ;  but  I  now  theology. 
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Jclhn  HunUr*i  Indiutry, — ^The  first  thing  as  I  cannot  doubt  that  some  circumstanoei, 

trhich  it  occurs  to  me  to  notice  in  the  to  which  it  it  painful  for  me  e?en  to 

character  of  John  Hunter,  isiiis  unriralled  allude,  and  into  the  consideration  of  which 

perseverance  and*  industnr.    His  life  was  I  certainly  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon 

one  of  incessant  labour.    He  slept  a  little  to  enter,  have  tended  to  cast  a  shade  over 

after  dinner,  and  four  hours  were  devoted  the  merits  which  he  really  possessed.    I 

to  sleep  after  midnight ;  otherwise  he  was  shall  endeavour  to  describe  Sir  Everard 

constantly  employed  in  some  one  of  his  Home,  such  as  he  appears  to  me  to  bare 

parsuits.    When  my  friend  Mr.  Thomas  been,  when  I  first  became  acquainted  with 

Drought  him  a  letter  of  introduction  on  him.    He  was  a  great  practical  surgeon, 

hit  coming  as  a  student  to  London,  Mr.  His   mind  went  directly  to  the  leading 

Hunter  appointed  him  to  call  upon  him  at  points  of  the  case  before  him,  disregarding 

£ve  o*clock  on  an  October  morning.    Mr.  all  those  minor  points  by  which  minds  of 

Thomas  was  (lunctual  to  his  appointment,  smaller  capacity  are  perplexed  and  mis- 

and  found  him  already  busily  engaged  led.     Hence  his  views  of  disease  were 

dissecting  an  insect  under  the  light  of  a  clear,  and  such  as  were  easily  communi- 

lamp.    Undoubtedly  much  of  this  was  to  cated  to  his  pupils ;  and  his  practice  was 

be  attributed  to  his  physical  construction,  simple  and  decided.     He  never  shrunk 

He  could  dispense  with  a  portion  of  that  from  difficulties,  but,   on   the  contrary, 

sleep  which    is  indispensable  to  others,  seemed  to  have  a  pleasure  in  meeting  with 

His  animal  frame  enabled  him  to  make  them,  and  overcoming  them :   and  I  am 

exertions  which  others  were  incapable  of  satisfied  that  to  this  one  of  his  qualities 

making.    But  much  was  to  be  attributed  many  of  his  patients  were  indebted  for 

also  to  the  operation  of  a  vigorous  and  their  lives.    Much  valuable  information  is 

cnei^tic  mind,  triumphing  oyer  the  weak-  to  be  found  in  his  surgical  works,  and  his 

ness  of  the  body.    For  some  years  before  observations  on  ulcers,  and  those  on  the 

he  died,  he  had  laboured  under  the  symp-  diseases  of  the  prostate  gland,  may  be 
toms  of  complicated  bodily  disease,  in-^  perused  with  advantage  by  the  best  edu- 
eluding  those  of  angina  pectoritf  and  his'  cated  surgeons  of  modern  times.    He  pos^ 

sufferings  were  often  severe  and  alarming,  sessed  the  art  of  employing  every  instant 

But  this,  which  would  have  reduced  most  of  his  time ;  and  could,  wiUi  perfect  ease, 

others  to  a  state  of  inaction,  made  little  transfer  his  attention  at  once  from  one 

difference  to    him.      His  pursuits  were  subject  to  another  quite  different  from  it. 

scarcely  interrupted  by  it.      When  Mr.  Hence  it  was  that  he  was  enabled,  al- 

Thomas  visited  him  at  five  o'clock  in  the  though  engaged  in  a  large  private  prac- 

morning,  he  was  in  that  state  in  which  tice,  to  pursue  the  study  of  comparative 

an^  sudden  and  violentemotion  of  themind  anatomy  to  a  considerable  extent    His 

mixht  have  endangered  his  life.  earlier  papers  on  this  subject,  communi- 

Hit  Experimentt  oti  Vegetables. — When  I  cated  to  tne  Royal  Society,  are  of  great 

was  formerly  giving  lectures  as  Profes-  and   acknowledged   value.     But,  unfor- 

8or  of  this  College,  I  found  in  a  drawer  tnnately  for  his  reputation,  his  ambition 

of  the  museum    what   appeared    to    be  rather  increased  than  diminished,  while 

some  pieces  of  dried  sticks.     Mr.  Clift  his  mental    powers    were   gradusdl^  dc- 

said  that  he   did   not  know  what  they  dining  under  the  influence  of  an  indif- 

meant;  but  he  was  sure  that  they  meant  ferent  state  of  health,  and  increasing  years, 

something,  and  therefore  that  he  bad  pre-  In  his  latter  days  he  had  an  overweening 

served  them.    When  I  examined  them,  I  anxiety  to  appear  before  the  world  as  a 

found  that  they  were  the  result  of  some  discoverer;  and  his  friends  in  the  council 

interesting  experiments  in  vegetable  phy-  of  the  Royal  Society  too  readily  inserted 

•iology.    It  appeared,  from  one  of  them,  whatever   he   offered    to    them   in    the 

that  he  had  made  the  first  and  most  im-  Society's  Transactions;  and  the  result  has 

portant  of  the  experiments  made  many  been,  that  many  of  his  later  communica- 

years  afterwards  hy  Mr.  Andrew  Knight,  tions  are  of  such  a  nature  that  his  best 

proving  the  descent  of  the  sap  through  the  friends  must  now  regret  that  they  were 

vessels  of  the  bark.    Yet  these  specimens  ever  published. 

had  no  ostensible  place  in  the  museum ;  Character  of  Blitard, — Sir  Wm.  Blizard 

iMid  they  would  have  been  swept  away  as  retained  his  faculties  but  little  impaired, 

rubbish  but  for  the  care  of  Mr.  Clift.  even  when  he  had  entered  his  ninety-third 

Character  of  Home* — There  was  another  year;   and  this  and  other  circumstances 

distinguished  individual,  the  last  of  the  combined  to  render  him  an  object  of  in- 

fcfaoof  of  the  Hunters,  who  was  joined  terest  with  us  all.    He  stood  amonff  us 

with  Dr.  Baillie  in  instituting  this  annual  like  the  remnant  of  a  former  age,  ana  we 

commemoration  of  his  relative  and  pre-  are  always  to  bear  this  in  mind,  when  we 

ceptor :  and  whom  I  feel  myself  the  more  form  our  estimate  of  his  professional  cba- 

called  upon  tamention,  as  l  was  indebted  racter. 

to  him  for  many  acts  of  kindness  in  the  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  at  his 

earljr  part  of  my  professional  career,  and  advanced  period  of  life,  ne  could  have  ke^ 
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liimself  on   a  lerel  with  the  increasing^  earnest  as    In   joke,   the  degeneracy   of 

knowledge  of  the  day ;  and  it  is  hat  justice  the  age. 

that  we  should  compare  him,  not  with         Appoinimtnt  of  a   Hunterian   Profamir,'-' 

those  among    whom    he  died,  bat  with  The  lectures  ianstratife  of  the  mascnm 

those  who  were  his  competitors  in  the  have  hitherto  been  consigned  to  diflereot 

meridian  of  his  life.     We  6nd  that  he  members  of  the  College,  none  of  icbom 

then   occupied  a  considerable  station  in  have  found  it  convenient   to  retain  the 

society,  and  he  retained  his  reputation  for  office  of  professor  for    more   than  three 

80  long  a  time,  that  we  cannot  but  sup-  or  four  years;  and  who,  being  engaged  in 

pose  that  it  rested  on  a  substantial  basis,  other  laborious  duties,  were  seldom  able  to 

He    possessed    extraordinary    zeal    and  do  full  iastice  to  the  task  which  they  had 

energy  ;   unbounded  activity  in   a  great  undertaken.      Those  lectures  will  now  be 

degree  supplie<l  the  place  of  steady  in-  delivered  by  the  junior  conservator,  Mr. 

dustry,  and    these  qualities  mainly  con-  Owen,  whose  zeal  and  talents  are  known 

tribated  to  his  elevation.    Of  a  sanguine  to  ^ou  all;  and  who,  devoting  himself 

and  enthusiastic  turn  of  mind,  he  carried  entirely  to  anatomy  and  physiology,  will 

something  like  the  spirit  of  chivalry  into  prove,  as  I  venture  to  predict,  a  more 

the  sober  pursuits  of  his  profession.    To  efficient  professor  than  any  of  us,  who  have 

this  College,  especially,  he  had  a  kind  of  preceded  him.    Thus  there  will  be  etta- 

romantic    attachment,    and    I     have  no  olished,  by  means  of  this  great  maseam 

doubt  that  he  believed  that  all  the  world  and  the  lectures,  a  schotd  of  what  may  be 

joined  with  him  in  his  admiration  of  it: —  called  the  *' science  of  life,'* 'such  ai  has 

Nil  orlturum  alia.,  nil  ortam  t«le  fatente..  ^''V'^  ^^^'^^   ^^  ^4?   «nf  t">H>«   ^^T' 

and  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  thu 

It  was  curious  and  pleasing  to  see  so  will  ultimately   be    producUve  of   great 

much  of  the  simplicity  of  a  boy  remaining  practical  results.    The  wanls  of  the  b«». 

in  the  old  man,  after  more  than  seventy  pjtal  and  the  dissecting-room  will  enable 

>ears  of  incessant  occupation  in  this  busy  the  diligent  student  to  obtain  an  adef|uate 

^^f^*^ '  knowledge  of  what  has  been  already  done 

Sir  William  Blizard  was  distinguished  in  surgery,  and  to  become  a  good  practical 

for  a  remarkable  degree  both  of  physical  surgeon ;  but  those  vtljo   would  earn  for 

and  of  moral  intrepidity.     Of  the  former,  themselves  pre-eminence,  bv  adding  to  oar 

many  examples  were  well-known  to  his  stores  of  knowledge  and 'improving  the 

acquaintance;    and   the  whole   tenof    of  science  of  their  profession,  must  cany  their 

his  life  was  a  demcmstration  of  the  latter,  views  further,  contemplating  the  pheno. 

Where  lie  had  made  up  his  mind   that  mena  and  laws  of  life  generallv;  not  as 

a  certain  line  of  conduct  was  the  proper  they  are  exhibited  in  our  own  species onlv, 

one  for  him  to  pursue,  (and  in  this  it  was  but  as  they  exist  in  the  whole  animal  ciea- 

with  him  as  it  is  with  most  of  us,  that  tion.    If  John  Hunter  had  confined  him- 

his  Judgment  was  sometimes  right  and  self  to  a  knowledge  of  human  anai.'mv, 

sometimes  wrong), nothing  could  lum  him  however  minute,  and  U»  mere  clinii-al  sti- 

from  his  purpose.     His  own  private  inte-  dies,  his  treatise  on  the  Blood  and  loliam- 

rests  never  entered  into  his  calculations,  mation  could  never  have  existed.    I  need 

Indeed,  with  respect  t<i  these  he  was  care-  go  no  further  than  this.    This  indisputa- 

less  in  an  almost  extreme  degree.     Many  ble  fact  is  in  itself  sufficient  to  convict 

years  ago  he  lc»st  nearly  the  whole  of  the  those  of  ignorance  and   error,  who  bold 

savings    derived    from    his    professional  that  medicine  and  surgery  are  but  empiri- 

labours,  by  coming  forward  to  assist  a  cal  arts,  and  that  physiological  researvbes, 

near    relation   who  was  m    embarrassed  "and  scientific  views  of  disease,  an?  of  little 

circumstances;  and  he  never  redeemed  his  importance  to  the  practical  physician  and 

fortune   to   any  considerable  extent,    al-  surgeon. 

though  he  certainly  might  have  done  so,  

if  that  had  been  his  object,  and  he  had  no 


habits  of  personal  expense  to  prevent  him.  FATAL  ENTERITIS  PRODUCED 

A  College  Ejamination, — At  a  meeting  of  n<y  TiriifnDir«r 

the  Court  of  Examiners,  not  long  before  "*   I-UJIIBJIICI. 

he  died,  he  (Sir  William  Blizard)  began  Docroa  Pbtrbnz,  of  Schandan,  has  pab- 

his  examination  of  a  candidate  in  the  fol-  lished  the  following  case  in  Clanu  and 

lowing  manner  :—**  Be  so  good,  sir,  as  Radius's  Journal :-» 

to  explain  to  me  the   difference  between  A  girl,  aged  nine  yean,  of  feeble  habit, 

Bchindylesi.*,  synarthrosis,  diarthrosis,  and  and  pale,  cachectic  appearance,  and,  fnwi 

ginglymus?"    The  young  man  hesitated,  the  povert;f  of  her  pairents,  acemtoiDed  to 

evidently  not  comprehending  the  question,  poor  and  insufficient  diet,  was  attacked 

when  some  one  suggested  to  Sir  William  with  pains  in  the  abdomen,  and  periodir 

that  these  terms  were  not  much  in  use  thirst.    After  these  symptoan  Imm  laslfd 

Among  the  modem  teachers  of  anatomy,  for  some  time,  she  was  seised  wiib  taail- 

^e  ihook  his  bead,  \&mtnl\ii^,  «&  xvql^  \tk  Vck^^«a^>3DMw  n^  a  lambrkva.    8ht  '^ — 
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got  rif(ors,  followed  by  heat  of  skin,  pain 
in  the  bowels,  and  violent  thirst.  When 
feen  by  Dr.  Petrenz,  her  face  was  covered 
with  a  cold  perspiration  ;  her  hands  cold 
and  blue ;  feet  moderately  warm ;  belly 
distended  and  painful;  liowels  confined 
for  two  days;  urine  suppressed;  tongue 
moist;  great  bodily  weakness;  but  no 
affection  of  the  sensorium.  The  usual 
remedies  were  promptly  applied,  but  three 
hours  afterwards  the  whole  body  became 
cold,  the  respiration  laboured,  and  the  pa- 
tient; having  discharged  a  lumbricus,with 
a  large  quantity  of  blood,  per  anum,  sud« 
denly  expired. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  intestines 
were  found  in  a  state  of  gangrene,  particu- 
larly the  ciecuin,  colon,  and  rectum.  The 
right  and  left  flexures  of  the  colon  were 
distended  with  a  mass  of  lumbrici ;  in  the 
former,  Dr.  Petrenz  counted  fifty  worms, 
in  the  latter, nearly  as  many.  The  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  large  intestine  contained 
also  a  considerable  quantity.  The  number 
found  in  the  whole  intestinal  tube  was 
computed  to  be  about  200.  No  trace  of 
mucus,  or  any  of  the  usual  contents  of  the 
intestines,  could  be  discovered.  The  rest 
of  the  abdominal  organs  were  in  the  nor- 
mal state.  There  were  no  worms  in  the 
stomach.  There  was  no  perforation  in 
any  ))art  of  the  digestive  tube,  nor  were 
there  any  worms  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
peritoneum. — Dublin  JoumaL 


delivery  was  determined  npon,  but  no 
foetus  could  be  found;  the  hand  of  the 
accoucheur  had  passed  through  the  soft 
tumor  occupying  the  vagina,  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity,  and  the  gall-bladder,  filled 
with  biliary  calculi,  had  been  seized  in  the 
search  for  the  foot  of  the  foetus.  Dissec- 
tion verified  the  occurrences  as  I  have 
stated  them;  the  uterus  and  its  appen. 
dages  are  in  my  pathological  collection.*- 
Mr,  Crosse's  Retrospective  Address. 

A  GENERAL  BILI^ 

or  TBI 

BURIALS,  WITHIN  THE  CITY  OF 

LONDON,  AND  BILLS  OF 

MORTALITY, 

From  Dec.  15,  1835,  to  Dee.  13, 1836. 

DISEASES   AND   CASUALTIES  OF  THE  TEAR. 


AWFUL  MISTAKE  IN  MIDWIFERY 
PRACTICE. 

Malignant  soft  tumors,  whether  of  the 
uterus  or  ovarium,  when  they  present 
themselves  in  the  vagina  at  an  advanced 
period  of  utero-flrestation,  give  to  the  less 
experienced  medical  attendant  the  idea  of 
a  placenta  pntvia,  and  many  have  acted 
under  this  erroneous  impression.  One  of 
the  most  extraordinary  cases  I  ever  was 
summoned  to,  proved*  to  be  of  this  de- 
scription ;  the  operator  passed  his  hand 
through  the  soft  tumor  in  the  vagina,  and 
missing  the  uterus,  entered  the  abdominal 
cavity,  seized  and  ruptured  the  gall-blad- 
der, and  actually  delivered  numerous 
biliary  calculi  per  vaginam  !  I  communi- 
cated this  case  some  time  since  to  Pro- 
fessor  Naegle,  for  publication  in  a  foreign 
journal.  I  was  not  summoned  until  after 
the  decease  of  the  patient ;  and  in  the 
presence  of  three  practitioners  I  opened 
the  body.  Numerous  fungoid  tumors  arose 
from  the  right  ovarium,  and  one  of  tbem, 
descending  into  the  pelvis,  had  presented 
in  the  vagina,  and  being  torn,  furnished 
the  hsemorrhage ;  pieces  of  this  soft  tumor 
were  removed,  and  appeared  to  be  the  pla- 
centa, and  fome  loss  of  blood  continuing, 


Diseases. 

Abbckss 110 

Age  and  Debility..  S320 

Apoplexy 405 

Asthma    ^  853 

Cancer 1?3 

Childbirth    172 

Cholera    2 

Consumption  ....  3S38 
Constipation  of  the 

Bowels 14 

CnnvalsionH     ....  l6l7 

Croup    169 

Dentition  or  Teeth- 
ing   8»3 

Diabetes i 

Dianrhcea SI 

Dropsy 847 

on  the  Brain  ..  578 

on  the  Chest  . .  54 

Dysentery    7 

Epilepsy 24 

Erysipelan   75 

Fever    354 

(Intermittent  or 

Aeue)  ......  2 

(Scarlet) 26l 

(Typhus) 59 

6 

91 
3? 

J  55 
10 

311 
1 


Fistula 

Gout 

Hsemorrhage  ... 
Heart,  diseased  . 

Hernia 

Hooping* cough  . 
Hydrophobia  ... 

IndigeHtion 10 

Inflammation  ....  1182 
Boivela& Stomach    236 


Brain l65 

Lungs  and  Pleura  278 

InDuecsa 5 

Insanity    SS0 

Jaundice 35 

Jaiv,  lot  Iced 7 

Liver,  diseased  ..  246 

Measles    ....'....  404 

Miscarriage 16 

Mortification  ....  I94 

Paralysis IO4 

Rheumatism   ....  32 

Scrofula   80 

Small-pox    530 

Sore   Throat   and 

Quinaey    35 

Spasm 59 

Stone  and  Gravel  13 

Stricture 14 

Thrush 93 

Tumor 47 

Venereal 8 

Worms 17 

Unknown    Causes  1139 
Casualties,  as  under,  439 

Casualties. 

Drowned 104 

Died  by  VisitaUou 

of  God 53 

Excessive    Drink- 
ing   18 

Found  Dead 23 

Killed  by  various 

Accidents 19lt 

Murdered 2 

Poisoned 6 

Suicides   41 


B""*"  Vr'rv:^*::"  5:^1'''"^  "^ 


5 Males 9.202J 


Of  the  number  buried  were. 


Under  2  years  of 

age 4157 

Sand  under  5  yearn  1634 
5  and  under  10  . .  783 
10  and  under  20  ..  673 
20  and  under  30  ..  1315 
SO  and  under  40  . .  1651 


40  and  under  50  ..  1948 

50  and  under  60  ..  1866 

60  and  under 70..  1849 

70  and  under  80..  1573 

80  and  under  90..  685 

90  and  under  100..  9i 

107 1 


Dtcrcaae  In  the  bariali  reported  thia  year,  S186. 


LIST   OF   DRUGS^ 
ON    SALE    IN   THE    ENGLISH   MARKET, 

With  their  Price»  and  Mvenl  DutiM. 

(From  ths  Official  Bstunu  up  to  Tuaday,  March  21,  1837.^ 


Aloesi  BarbadoeSy  D.p c 

Hepatic  (dry)  bd c 

Cape,  BD c 

Aniseed.  Oilof.  German,  D.p.*..lb 

E.1. lb 

Assafoetida,  B.D c 

BalBam,  Canada,  d.p lb 

Copaiba,  bd lb 

Peru,  BO lb 

Benzoin  (best)  bd. ..«••..... ..».  c 

Camphor,  unrefined,  bd c 

Cantnariaes,  d.p.  ........ »....lb 

Carraway,  Oil  of,  d.p lb 

Cascarillaor  Elentheria  Bark,D.p.c. 

Cassia,  Oil  of,  bd lb 

Castor  Oil,  East  India,  bd lb 

West  I.  (bottle)  d.p.  l|Ib 

Castoreom,  American lb 

d«  p.       Hudson's  Bay  .*.....  lb 

Russian....- lb 

Catechu,  BD.   ■ c 

Cinchona  Bark,  Pale  (C^wn) ....  lb 

BD.  Red    lb 

Yellow  lb 

C^locynth, Turkev  ....^.- lb 

D.p.      Mog^aaore  .., lb 

Calumba  Root,  BD c 

Cubebs,  BD c 

Oambog'e,  BD. c 

Gentian,  d.p c 

Guaiacnm,  d.p lb 

Gum  Arabic,  Turkey,  fine,  d.p...  c 
Do.  seconds,  d.p.  ..  c 
Barbary,  brown,  bd.  c 

Do.  white,  d.p c 

E.  I.  fine  yellow,  bd.  c 
Do.  dark  brown,  b.d.  c 

Senetral  jcrarblings,  d.p c 

Tra^canthj  d.p.  - c 

Iceland  Moss  (Lichen),  d.p lb 

Ipecacuanha  Hoot,  b.p lb 

Jalap,  bd lb 

Manna,  (laky,  BD lb 

Sicilian,  bd lb 

Musk,  China,  do ....oz 

Myrrh,  East  India,  bd c 

Turkey,  bd c 

Nux  Vomica,  bd lb 

Opium,  Turkey;,  bd lb 

Pej^perniint,  Oil  of,  F.  BD lb 

Quicksilver,  bd lb 

Rhubarb,  East  India,  bd lb 

Dutch,  trimmed,  d.p.  lb 

Russian,  bd lb 

Saffron,  French,  bd.   .« lb 

Spanish  lb 

Sarsapariila,  Honduras,  bd lb 

Lisbon,  ^d lb 

Scammony,  Smyrna,  d.p lb 

Aleppo    lb 

Senna,  East  Inula,  bd lb 

Alexandria,  d.p lb 

Smyrna,  D.p i...lb 

Tripoli,  D.p lb 


DwTY  Paid     I 

PftlCB. 

Duty. 

In  in?  t' 

»'iteaMtiM 

IMC  weeli 

.  laM  yar. 

jT    s.   d. 

£  t,  ^ 

».  d. 

13    0    0  «o  90    0    0 
5    0    0        14    0    0 
1  10    0         1  16    0 

?B.P.IbO   2P 

|F.    IbO   8;: 

3*^7 

94^643 

0    »^  0 

0    9    6 

F.    Ibl    4 

373 

0    7    0 

0    T   6 

S.I. 

1    4 

S38 

31 

0    9  10 

0    ft    0 

c 

6    0 

4 

0  1  a 

0    14 

lb 

0    1 

401 

11,59 

0    3    7 

c 

4    0 

67 

83 

0    5    0 

lb 

1    0 

143 

939 

35    0    0 

50    0    0 

c 

4    0 

30 

93 

9    0    0 

c 

1    0 

166 

62 

0    fr   9 

lb 

1    0 

6,831 

4,776 

0    9    0 

lb 

4    0 

291 

338 

1  15    0 



lb 

0    1 

1,836 

3,168 

0    9    0 

lb 

1    4 

788 

1,496 

0    0    0 
0    3    S 

0    0  10 

c 

1    3 

\  1671 

1,677 

1  15    0 
1    0    0 

1    4    0 

(. 

0    6 

147 

660 

none 

10   0 

c 

1    0 

10,153 

9,1SS 

0    3   0 

0    3    6. 

1 

0    3    0 
0    1ft 

0    6    0 

jib 

0    1 

48,405 

20,366 

0    3    6 
0    3    0 

0    4    0 

(m 

0    3 

3,319 

4,419 

1    4    0 

3   5    0 

lb 

0    3 

4,898 

4,691 

3    0    0 

lb 

0    6 

8,858 

6,859 

5    0    0 

15    0    0 

c 

4    0 

37 

37 

1    4    0 

e 

4    0 

346 

70 

0    1    0 

0    1    8 

c 

6    0 

16 

8    0    0 

9    0    0 

) 

5    0    0 
8  19    0 

7    0    0 

r 

6    0 

974 

3,101 

4  15    0 

) 

SOO 
1  15    0 

3  10    0 
3    5    0 

V 

6    0           596 

979 

4  15    0 

5    0    0 

c 

6    0 

171 

323 

13    0    0 

30    0    0 

c 

6    0 

60 

18 

0    0    3} 

0    0    3 

lb 

0    1 

810 

774 

0    3    0 

— ; — 

lb 

1     0 

3,627 

3,043 

0    1  10 

lb 

0    6 

12,195 

11,588 

0    5    0 
0    17 

^.b 

0    3 

11,706 

4,701 

1    0    0 

1     8    0 

oa 

6    0 

405 

459 

5    0    0 
3    0    0 

14    0    0 
11  10    0 

V 

6    0 

43 

66 

0    8    0 

0    9    0 

lb 

3    6 

294 

0  15    0 

0  16    0 

lb 

1    0 

8,561 

11,343 

1    0    0 

lb 

4    0 

341 

167 

0    3    8 

lb 

0    1 

66,184 

63,701 

0    2    0 

0    3    6 

lb 

1     0 

7,899 

10,457 

0    3    6 
0    8    3 

0    4    6 

;'F.lb 

1    0 

1,936 

1,871 

1     1    0 
1     1    0 

^.b 

Mb 

1     0 

1,580 

l,71S 

0    1    0 

0    1    9 

0    6 

32,679 

34,537 

0    2    0 

0  13    0 

0  15    0 

^,b 

9    6 

3,584 

3,546 

0    0    3 

0    0    4 

*E.LIbO    6    j 

35,069 

15,641 

0    1     6 
0    1    0 
0    1    0 

0    1     3 
0    1    3 

(  Other 
\  sorts 

0    6 

30,006 

18,064 

t$t  BD.  In  Bond.—c.  Cwt.-B.  P.  British  Possessions.— F.  Foreipi.-D,  p.  Duty  paid. 
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MANSLAUGHTER  BY  MORISON'S 

PILLS. 

Another  of  Moriiton's  agents,  a  man  of 
the  name  of  I>a  Mott,  residing  at  Hull, 
was  tried  and  conficted  lately  at  the  York 
Spring  Assizes,  for  having  administered  to 
a  Mrs.  Russell  a  quantity  of  Morison's 
pills,  and  thereby  caused  her  death.  This 
(;ase  exhibited  as'  gross  quackery  as  any  of 
its  predecessors.  Mrs.  Russell  had  been  a 
stout  healthy  woman,  but  suffered  occa- 
sionally from  constipation.  For  two  years 
before  ner  death  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  Morison's  pills,  for  what  she  called 
'*  windy  dropsy,"  and  a  pain  in  the  kid- 
neys. On  the  9th  August  last  she  com- 
plained  of  illness,  and  the  prisoner  was 
applied  to.  From  that  moment  the  pills 
were  perseyeringly  administered,  until  the 
patient  sunk  under  her  sufferings.  The 
morbid  appearances  of  irritant  poisoning 
were  found  in  the  stomach,  and  parti- 
cularly at  the  pyloric  orifice.  The  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  intestines  was 
softened  throughout.  For  the  defence  wit- 
nesses were  called  as  usual,  who  said  they 
had  taken  the  pills  with  benefit.  The 
prisoner  was  found  Quiltyf  and  sentenced 
to  nine  months'  imprisonment. 

REMUNERATION  FOR  MEDICAL 

ATTENDANCE  ON  PAUPERS. 

It  becomes  a  matter  for  consideration, 
whether  the  power  of  appraising  these 
professional  services  should  not  be  left  to 
some  impartial  tribunal,  which  might  de. 
cide  according  to  any  peculiar  circum- 
stances appearing  to  dictate  a  variation 
either  in  the  rate  or  in  the  form  of  such 
remuneration. 

If  this  were  considered  desirable,  the 
valuation  might  be  entrusted  to  a  Board, 
consisting  of  three  medical  men ;  two  of 
whom  should  be  appointed  by  thejgovem- 
ment,  the  third  by  the  medical  faculty: 
or  if,  instead  of  a  Medical  Board  acting 
per  SBj  two  or  three  medical  Commissioners 
or  Assessors,  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  Poor- Law  Commissioners,  were  pre- 
ferred, it  would  be  equally  necessary  that 
these  should,  partly  at  least,  be  appointed 
by,  and  responsible  to,  the  profession.  "An 
analogous  arrangement  exists  in  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act,  where  one  of  the  Tithe 
Commissioners  is  appointed  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury. 

Another  question  arises  on  this  point, — 
whether  the  right  of  appointing  such  re- 
presentatives or  agents  should  be  vested  in 
the  heads  of  the  profession,  or  in  the  w  hole 
faculty. 

The  former  arrangement  would  prove 
the  most  simple,  speedy,  and  practicable, 
— the  right  of  appointment  being  entrusted 
to  the  President  of  the  College  of  Phy. 
sicians,  the   President  of  the  College  of 


Surgeons,  and  the  Master  of  the  Apothe. 
caries'  Company,  jointly; — ^but  soppoting 
it  were  deemed  essential  that  the  whole 
medical  faculty  should  possess  the  rii^ht  of 
appointment,  the  following  would  be  the 
readiest  mode  of  effecting  it: — 

Every  legally  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner,  whether  physician,  surgeon,  or 
apothecary,  to  possess  the  power  of  wmd- 
noting  a  candidate,  as  well  as  of  voting. 

The  nominations  and  votes  to  be  in 
writing,  and  to  be  forwarded  by  post  to  the 
Secretary  of  State:  the  legal  qualification 
of  each  nominator,  and  of  each  voter,  to  be 
appended  to  his  name,  and  his  signature  to 
be  attested  by  competent  witnesses.  The 
majority  of  votes  to  decide  the  election.— 
Appendix  to  Observationgf  S^e, 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  OF  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortality,  Afar.  21, 1837. 

Abreews 

1 

Heart,  diseased    .        1 

Age  »nd  Debility . 

65 

Hooplne  Cough   .      15 

Apoplexy      • 

6 

Inflammation              2$ 

Asthma         •        • 

25 

BowelsJ(c  Stomach  10 

Cancer          •        • 

1 

Brain                  .       8 

Childbirth     . 

8 

Lungs  and  Pleura  20 

Consumption        . 

62 

Influensa      •        •       8 

Convulsions 

28 

Insanity        .        .       5 
Lirer,  diseased    .     18 

Croup   .        . 

5 

Dentition  or  TeethlnfT  9 

BfeaMles         •        •        1 

Dropsy 

11 

liortificatlon        •       4 

Dropsy  In  the  Brain 

15 

Paralysis       •       •       5 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest 

8 

Small-pox     •       •       8 

Epilrpsy       , 

1 

Thrush          .        .        1 

Erysipelas    .        • 

1 

Unknown  Causes       1 

Fever     .       .       . 

11 

Fever.  Scarlet 

8 

Casualties            •      10 

Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  )    ,^ 

the  precedlnir 

wee 

Ir                .        .   f    "- 
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March, 

Thursday.  16 
Fridsy  .  .  17 
Saturdny  .  18 
Sunday  .  .  10 
Monday .  .  20 
Tuesday .  .  21 
Wedne«day22 


TBXRMOMKTKR.    BAROMRTBa« 


from  81  to  42 

81  41 

31  44 

24  41 

24  87 

17  87 
22      39 


29*99  to  80  OS 
80*17      80  10 


SO  17 
29  99 
5987 
29-H6 
29-71 


80  03 
29  91 
29  86 
29-73 
2970 


Prevailing  winds  N.E. 

Except  the  morning  of  the  19th,  21fft,  and  eren- 
in^  of  the  20th;  generally  cloudy,  rain  oo  the 
18th  and  17th  ;  i>now  on  20th  and  two  following 
days,  and  remarkably  rold. 

Rain  fallen, '025  of  an  inch. 

NOTICES. 

A  correspondent  requests  us  to  inquire 
of  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Dartmouth,  who  contri- 
buted the  interesting  case  of  **  death  of  the 
foetus  from  twistinfir  of  the  funis  round  the 
neck,"in  last  GAZETrE,  whether  he  noticed 
the  state  of  the  integuments  of  the  neck, 
as  to  their  being  ecchymosed  or  not }  Also, 
whether  he  examined  the  condition  of.  the 
subcutaneous  parts  ?  Information  on  these 
points  would  certainly  render  the  case,  in 
a  medico- legal  point  of  view,  far  more 
valuable  than  it  can  possibly  be,  in  its 
present  shape. 

"  Chircrgus  Rusticcs"  in  our  next. 

Wilson  &  2fuN,  Printers,  &7,bkinjier*%it,  Loudon 
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A. 


Aberdeen,  Dr.  Macrobin's  report  for  tbe  last 

year  of  the  Lonatic  ABylum  at,  336, 
Abacesa,  exteDsive  eoeytted  hepatic,  Dr. 

Allnatt  on  a  caae  of,  699. 
Acid,  iodic,  Mr.  L.  Thompaon  on  a  new  mode 

of  preparation,  183 ;   caae  of  poiaoning 

with,  549. 
Ad  eaptandum  aurgery,  839. 
Affections,  nearalgic.    Dr.   GrifBin  on   the 

means  by  which  they  may  be  diatinguiahed 

from  inflammatory,  73. 
■  cerebral.    Dr.    Grantham    on, 

arising  from  deficiency  of  cranium,  495. 
Age,    the   aubject  of,  medico-legally  con- 

aidered,  by  Dr.  Cummin,  65. 
Alcock,  Dr.  on  the  determination  of  the 

qaeation,  which  are  the  nervea  of  taste, 

295 ;  hia  reply  to  Mr.  Noble'a  opinions 

on  this  subject,  535. 
Aldia,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  on  Baron  Sloet*s  method 

of  treating  epilepsy,  142. 
Aldred,  Mr.  on  the  inefficacy  of  the  recent  act 

for  remunerating  medical  witnesses,  376. 
Allan,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  obstructed  ureter, 

with  ulceration  of  the  kidney  and  abscess, 

888. 
Allnatt,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  exten- 
sive encysted  hepatic  abscess,  with  hy- 
datids, 699  ;  on  a  case  of  abscess  of  the 

liver,  818. 
Almanack,  British  medical,  reviewed,  539  ; 

tbe  Stationers*  Company's,  ib. 
Almonds,  bitter^  Mr.  Everitt's  analysis  of, 

718. 
Aloes,  Dr.  Greenhow  on  the  use  and  abuse 

of.  269. 
Anatomy,  surgical,  notice    of   some    wax 

modeb  of,  recently  imported,  32. 
'  order  with  respect  to  the  lectures 

on,  in  the  University  of  Dublin,  384. 
Anatomy  act,  operation  of  the,  in  Dublin, 7 17. 
Aneurism,  case  of,  of  the  thoracic  duct,  63. 
I  popliteal,  Mr.  Busk  on  a  case  of, 

rapidly  ana  perfectly  cured,  185. 


Annales  d*hygi^ne  publique  et  de  m^ecine 
legale,  review  of,  418. 

Antimony,  tartarized,  Dr.  Kemp  on  the 
employment  of,  in  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs,  300. 

Aorta,  Mr.  Bullock  on  an  anomalous  distri- 
bution of  the  branches  of  the,  and  an 
unusual  course  of  the  right  subclavian 
artery,  702. 

Apologist,  an  homceopathic,  90. 

Apothecaries'  hall,  observations  on  the  late 
affray  at,  146, 480 ;  remarks, by  Scrutator, 
on  the  examination  and  conduct  of  the 
examiners,  558 ;  list  of  gentlemen  who 
have  received  certificates,  64,  128,  160, 
208,  256,  288.  352,  383,  432,  560.  592, 
640,  67'i,  720,  752,  880,  912,  944,  976. 

Apothecaries,  society  of,  and  the  new  uni- 
versity, 639 ;  adjudication  of  the  annual 
prises  given  by  the,  with  a  list  of  the 
prise  questions,  277;  correction  of  a 
statement  respecting  the  examination,  320. 

Arsenic,  Mr.  Robson  on  the  hydrated  tri- 
toxide  of  iron  as  an  antidote  /or,  177. 

-  case  of  poisoning  with :  recovery 
after  half  an  ounce  had  been  swallowed, 
238  ;  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case  of  poisoning 
by,  310. 

Ariei7,  external  iliac,  ligature  of  the,  per- 
fonned  by  Mr.  Walker,  at  Su  George*s, 
123. 

■  brachial,  wound  of  the,  cured  by 

compression,  287. 

— external  iliac,  Mr.  Ncnrman  on  liga« 

ture  of  the,  251. 

Ashwell,  Dr.  on  the  induction  of  premature 
labour  in  pregnancy  complicated  with 
tumor,  398. 

Asphyxia,  death  by,  from  inhaling  the  fumes 
of  charcoal,  751. 

Assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy — manner  in 
which  they  are  treated,  350. 

Association,  Provincial,  new  branch  of  the, 
423;  report  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  at  Southampton  for  its  formation, 
424. 
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Astragalus,  Dr.  Bomett  on  a  case  of  com- 
pound dislocation  of  the,  221. 

Attendance,  medical,  on  paupers  under  the 
poor-law,  825. 

Auscultation,  Dr.  Edwin  Harrison  on  signs 
observed  by,  with  some  remiurks  do.  pecto- 
riloquy, 457 ;  and  on  certain  phrases  and 
conflicting  opinions  in  Laennec's  cele- 
brated work  on  the  subject  of,  893. 


B. 


Banner's  Mr.  report  of  the  surgical  cases 
admitted  into  the  Liverpool  Northern 
Hospitals,  49. 

Bair,  Dr.  on  the  recent  case  of  supposed 
poisoning  with  unsound  bacon,  455. 

Beaumont,  Mr.  account  by,  of  an  instrument, 
newly  invented,  for  closing  recto-vaginal 
and  vesico- vaginal  fistolie,  335  ;  on  two 
new  instruments  for  tying  polypi,  938. 

Belinaye,  Mr.  on  sbme  peculiarities  in  the 
case  of  tlie  late  Madatme  Malibran,  111 ; 
bis  compendium  of  lithotripiy  reviewed, 
706. 

Belcombe,  Dr.  on  strychnos  nux  vctmifca,  in 
dyspepsia,  964. 

Bell,  Sir  Charles,  tribute  to,  376  ;  presenta- 
tion of  plate  to,  719. 

Bell,  Mr.  Thomas,  appointment  of,  to  the 
chair  of  zoology  in  King's  College,  800. 

Berres',  Dr.  anatomie  der  microscopisohen 
gebilde  des  menschlicben  k5rpers,'8S0. 

Births  and  deaths,  registration  of,  63,  1€7. 

Bladder,  Mr.  Keal  on  a  case  of  supposed 
rupture  of  the,  without  injury  to  the  in- 
vesting membrane,  621. 

Bodies,  new  method  for  the  preservation  of 
63. 

Bone,  Mr.  Blizard  Curling  on  some  of  the 
forms  of  atrophy  of,  308. 

Books,  analyses  and  notices  of: "Parent 
Dochatelet  sur  la  prostitution  de  la  ville 
de  Paris,  21;  Maund's  botanist,  53', 
Solly  on  the  human  brain,  87 ;  Curling  on 
tetanus,  144 ;  Hooker's  icones  plantarum, 
191;  Coulson  on  diseases  of  the  hip- 
joint,  192  ;  German  works  recently  pub- 
lished, 239,  371,  583,  706,  966 ;  Dr.  Sy- 
monds'  medical  study,  240 ;  Dr.  Ingleby's 
facts  and  casen  in  obstetric  medicine,  270; 
Dr.  Lee  on  the  watering  places  of  the 
continent,  273;  Parent-Duohatelet*s  hy- 
giene publique,  304;  British  medical 
almanack  for  1837,  339;  Thomson's 
British  annual,  ib. ;  Stationers'  Company's 
medical  almanack  for  1837,  ib. ;  Footn's 
medical  pocket-book,  340  ;  Dr.  Craigie's 
elements  of  the  practice  of  physic,  370 ; 
Dr.  Edwin  Lee's  coup  d'cnl  sur  les 
hdpitauz  de  Londres,  371 ;  new  Oerman 
publications,  ib. ;  anmUes  d'hygidne.  Nob. 


32,  418;  medical  rocabalair,  ib.;  Dr. 
Williams'  elements  of  medicine,  458; 
Drs.'  Evanson  and  Maunsell  on  the 
management  and  diseases  of  children, 
500;    South*s  description  of  the  bones, 

-^501;  the  new  pbarmacopceia,  543,  789; 
'PriCchard  and  (joring*smicrographia,546; 
Jeffreys  on  the  use  and  construction  of  tbe 
respirator,  581;  Plumbe  on  diseases  ol 
the  skin,  583 ;  Dr.  Williams  on  nervooi 
and  sympathetic  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
625 ;  Dr.  Cowan's  bedside  manual,  626; 
Belinaye's  compendium  of  lithotripsy,  706 ; 
John  Hunter's  Works,  by  Palmer,  744, 
792,  821 ;  Dr.  Berres'  anatomie  der 
microscopischen  gebilde  des  menschlicben 
korpers,  820 ;  Dr.  Colles  on  the  venereal 
disease,  and  on  the  abuse  of  mercury,  935 ; 
Mr.  Phillips's  translation  of  the  Fliaxma* 
copceia,  964 ;  Dr.  Spillao's,  ib. 

Bostock,  Dr.  on  the  pathology  of  the  mine, 
938. 

Brain,  case  cf  extensive  and  deep-seated 
injury  of  the,  nnattetaded  br  any  flistarb- 
ance  of  the  intellect^  and  termistting 
favourably,  206. 

— -^—  Mt.  Pritchard  on  the  method  of 
observing  the  tubule- fibroos  atrdcture  of 
the,  414. 

— — ^«  —  Dr.  Graves  oti  scrofulous  nflnmnation 
of  the,  811. 

'     ■■  diaieo^rery  of  ciliary  ttotioas  m  the 
cavity  of  the,  896. 

Brande,  Mr.  on  the  processes  bf  embossing, 
719. 

Breast,  Dr.  Bochanan  on  a  remarkable  eot 
of  an  open  cancer  of  the,  409. 

British  Medical  JSo^ociation,  meotiflg  of 
members  of  the,  944;  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Exeter 
Hall,  632 ;  editorial  observations  on  the 
recent  meeting  at  Exeter  Hall,  660. 

Brodie's,  Sir  Bienjamin,  lectures  on  local 
hysterical  aff^tions,  197,  246,  279; 
portrait  of,  268 ;  note  from,  respecting 
the  Hunterian  manuscripts,  748 ;  ex- 
tracts from  his  Hunterian  omtion,  972. 

Buchanan,  Dr.  on  the  therapeutical  effects 
of  iodine,  given  in  very  large  doses,  41, 
80;  on  a  remarkable  cure  of  an  open 
cancer  of  the  breast,  409. 

Bucks  Medical  Association,  declaratory 
resolutions,  and  petition  to  parixament, 
286. 

Bull,  Mr.  on  a  case  in  which  the  placenta 
was  expelled  before  the  birth  of  the  child, 
621. 

Bullock,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  ease  of 
poisoning  by  fish,  85;  on  three  recent 
cases  of  pois<Hiing  with  opium  ai^d  bella- 
donna, 265 ;  on  the  nature  and  treatme&t 
of  influenxa,  700;  on  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  erysipelas,  863. 

Burials,  weekly  accounts  of,  32,  64,  96, 
128,  160,  208,  288,  320,  352,384,  432, 
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480»  5lf,  560,  59f ,  640,  679,  720,  769, 

809,  839,  880,  919,  944,  976. 
Bttrfce,  -Dr.  on  opiam  in  incipient  iuflanun^- 

tioQ,  998. 
Burnett,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  compound  di^o- 

catioB  4fi  tbe  aatzagaliu  and  ot  naTicoUrty 

fSt. 
Bosk,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  popliteal  tneariam, 

186. 


C. 

Caddy,  Mr.  on  the  efficiency  of  opium  in 
typhus  fever,  690. 

Caesarean  operation,  successful  performanoe 
of  the,  hy  Dr.  Duchateau,  with  safety  both 
to  the  mother  and  child,  899;  another 
successful  case,  by  Dr.  Meyer,  of  Berlin, 
878. 

C  alculus,  Mr.  Hutchison  on  the  infreqoency 
of,  among  seamen,  494;  Dr.  James 
Johnson's  remarks  on  this  subject,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison,  559. 

Camberwell  meeting,  origin  of  the,  letter 
from  Mr.  Crisp,  30 ;  prospectus  of  the 
proposed  club,  ib.  j  remarks  on  by  a 
Camberwell  practitioner,  59 ;  Mr.  Crisp's 
reply,  9^ ;  Mr.  Hulbert's  remarks,  96  ; 
Mr.  Flower's  defence  of  the  proposed 
club,  194;  Mr.  Crisp's  reply  to  Mr. 
Hulbert's  remtrks,  196  ;  to  Mr.  Flower's 
defence  of  the  club,  159;  Mr.  Flower's 
raply*  951  ;  Mr.  Hulbert's  rejoinder,  954. 

Cancer,  Dr.  Buchanan  on  a  case  of,  treated 
by  large  doses  of  iodine,  81. 

Caswall,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  hydrocele 
bj  iodine,  855. 

Catarrh,  the  epidemic,  editorial  obserrations 
on  its  nature  and  treatment,  696. 

Chambers,  Dr.  notice  of  the  appointnient  of, 
as  one  of  Her  Majesty's  physicians,  150. 

Charing  Cross  Hospital,  meeting  at  Wind- 
Bill-street  respecting  the  recent  trans- 
actions at  the,  64 ;  editoiial  observations 
on  the  late  proceedings,  149. 

Charities,  Irish  medical,  remarks  on  the 
present  state  of,  particularly  in  the  south- 
em  provinces,  479. 

Chest,  Dr.  Edwin  Harrison's  propositions 
for  the  ascertainment  of  the'physical  signs 
chiefly  indicative  of  the  diseases  of  the, 
369 ;  on  certain  errors  of  Laennec  and 
others  respecting  the  regions  of  the,  776. 

Chlorine,  Mr.  Taynton  on  the  efficacy  of, 
in  scarlatina,  660. 

Cicatrix,  removal  of  a,  by  Mr.  Walker,  909. 

Clark,  Mr.  on  a  remarkable  case  of  gangrene 
of  tbe  right  lower  extremity,  supposed  to 
oridmate  in  a  diseased  state  of  the  heart, 

rsST 

Clendinning,  Dr.  report  drawn  up  by,  of  the 
experiments  of  the  London  committer  <k 
the  British  Association  on  the  motions 
and  sounds  of  the  heart,  and  their  resnics. 


360 ;  on  the  cruises  of  pectoral  Kespnance 

in  percussion,  5S1;   on  the  lofluenxa  of 

Janaary  and  February,  780,  819. 
Cold,  Sir  lienry  Halford  on  the  effects  of, 

on  the  human  frame,  909. 
College  of  surgeonf,  lists  of  gentlemen  tfl 

whovi  diplomas  have  been  granted,  39, 

908,  383,  599,  919;   ordinance  of  the 

council,  relating  to  the  recognition  of  the 

certificates  of  teachers  of  anatomy  and 

surgery    in    England  and   Wales,  308; 

arrangements  on  the  opening  of  tl^e  uevf 

building,  759. 
College  of  physicians,  first  evening  meeting 

at  Uie,  for  the  season,  909. 
Colles',  Dr.  practical  observations  on  the 

venereal  disease,  and  the  use  of  mercury, 

reviewed,  935. 
Collier,  Dr.  on  draounculus,  917. 
— —  Mr.  account  by,  of  some  remarkable 

morbid  appearances  observed  in  an  aged 

bed-ridden  person,  619;   on  a  case   of 

placental  presentation,  865. 
Conium,  Mr.  Pereira  on,  763. 
Cooper,  Mr.  S.  and  Mr.  Listen,  800. 
Coroners  and  their  juries  vemu  tbe  medical 

profession,  editorial  observations,  547. 
Corowatti,  Dr.  Hancock  on  the,  718. 
Corporations,  the  medical,  duty  of,  at  the 

present  crisis,  937. 
(Cory,  Mr.  on  a  case  occurring  in  his  mid- 
wifery practice  —  plQceutal  presentation 

and  expulsion,  659. 
Coulson,  Mr.  on  diseases  of  the  hip-joint, 

reviewed,  199. 
Cowan's,  Dr.  bed-side  manual,  reviewed, 

696. 
Craigie's,  Dr.  elements  of  the  practice  of 

physic,  reviewed,  370. 
Cummin's,  Dr.  lectures  on  forensic  medicine 

—see  Forensic  medicine.  Dr.  Cummin*s 

lectures  on. 
Curling's,  Mr.  Blizard,  treatise  on  tetanus, 

reviewed,  144;  oo  sone  of  the  forms  of 

atrophy  of  bone,  308. 


D. 


Desgenettes,  the  late  M.  anecdotes  of  his 
tile,  796,  839. 

Diaphragm,  Dr.  Edwin  Harrison  on  the 
height  of  the,  543. 

Dick,  Dr.  on  moUoscum,  with  two  cases  of 
molluscnm  non-contagiosnm,  860;  on  a 
case  of  hyperencephalous  monstrosi^, 
conjoined  with  other  monstrous  forma- 
tions, 897. 

Dispensaries,  self-suppordng,  Mr.  Eales  on, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  550. 

Dissection,  microscopic,  under  fluids,  519. 

Divorce  of  the  Borough  hospitals,  letter 
respecting  the,  714. 
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DoteSy  homoeopathic,  Mr*  Smith  od»  with 
some  remarkable  calculations  as  to  their 
amount,  496. 

Dracunculus,  Dr.  Collier  on,  917, 

Dropiiy,  OTaritn,  Dr.  Seymour  on,  510. 

Drugs",  price  current  of,  67"1,  831,  975. 

Dnchatelec,  M.  sur  la  prostitutioo  de  la 
Tille  de  Paris,  reviewed,  tt. 

Ducbateau,  Dr.  Cesarean  operation  success- 
fully performed  by,  with  safety  both  to 
the  mother  and  cmld,  829. 

Dupuytren,  anecdote  of,  256. 

Dwarf,  the  Illyrian,  250. 


£. 


Bales,  Mr.  on  seir>snpporting  dispensaries, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  556. 

Earwigs,  living,  account  by  Mr.  Griffin  of  a 
case  in  which  they  were  found  in  the 
alimentary  canal,  48. 

Earle's,  Mr.  addresn  on  retiring  from  the 
chair  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chimrgical 
Society,  871. 

Ectropeon,  operation  for,  by  Mr.  Hawkins, 
909. 

Editorial  AaTiOLBs : — facts  twmu  fallacies, 
being  a  few  hints  to  students  on-  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  22  ;  homceopathy  and 
its  late  doings,  55 ;  an  homoeopathic 
apologist,  90 ;  fresh  illustrations  of  the 
new  poor-law  system,  113;  "row"  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  146 ;  the  poor-law 
commissioners'  treatment  of  a  medical 
officer,  193;  homoeopathy  sketched  in  its 
own  colours,  241  ;  medical  witnesses' 
bill — legislation  extraordinary,  274;  ho- 
moeopathy—further illustrations  of  its 
nature,  305  ;  operation  of  Wakley's  act, 
341 ,  375  ;  Parent  Duchatelet  on  prostitu- 
tion ,  372,  41 9 ;  the  radical  univeisity, 
463 ;  the  corps  d'^lite  of  the  new  univer- 
sity,  501 ;  coroners  and  their  juries  venut 
the  medical  profession,  547 ;  the  myste- 
rious medico-legal  case,  584;  the  epidemic 
catarrh,  626 ;  the  British  medical  associ- 
ation, 660;  quarrels  of  qunckery  —  the 
new  universal  medicine,  71 1  ;  poor  law 
trickery  practised  on  the  profession,  745 ; 
College  of  Surgeons — Hunterian  oration, 
794;  medical  attendance  on  paupers  under 
the  poor-law,  825 ;  pariismentary  inquiry 
into  the  working  of  this  act,  867,  899 ; 
prospects  of  legislation  for  the  profession, 
935  ;  the  Warburtonian  university,  967. 
Kibow.joints,  Mr.  Kidgell  on  a  case  of  dis- 
location of  the,  1 13. 

Elderton,  Mr.,  on  locomotion  in  paralysis, 
666. 

Ellis,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  inflammation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs, 
with  tartar  emetic,  369. 

Erysipelas,  epidemic,  Dr.  Graves  on,  as  it 


lately  prevailed  in  Doblio,  568 ;  Mr.  Bul- 
lock on  the  nature  and  treatment  of,  f;63. 

Epilepsy,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Aldis  on  Baron  Sloet*s 
treatment  of,  142  s  Dr.  Seymour  on,  153, 
M9;  pathology  of,  206. 

Evanson  and  Maunsell,  Drs.  on  the  manage- 
ment and  diseases  of  children,  reviewed, 
500. 

Everitt,  Mr.  on  some  of  the  more  prominent 
norelties  in  the  new  edition  of  the  htm- 
donPharmacopoeia,  528 ;  note  from,  in  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Phillips'  remarks  on  bis  ob- 
servations on  the  New  Pharmacopoeia, 
62 ;  analysis  by,  of  bitter  almonds,  718. 

Evidence,  medical.  Dr.  Cummin  on,  S3. 

Exostoses,  Mr.  Skey  on  the  constitutional 
treatment  of,  with  mercury,  798. 

Eye-ball,  Mr.  R.  T.  Hunt  on  the  functions 
of  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  the,  20, 191 ; 
Mr.  Walker  on  the  physiology  of  the  nerves 
and  muscles  of  the,  86 ;  Mr.  Thnmam  on 
the  comparative  anatomy  of  the  muscles 
and  nerves  of  the,  and  on  tbe  theory  of 
their  functions,  proposed  by  Messrs.  Hunt 
and  Walker,  233,  317  ;^  Mr.  Lonsdale's 
remarks,  400. 


F. 


Facts  V.  fallacies,  being  a  few  hints  to  stu- 
dents on  the  opening  of  the  session^  22. 

Feces,  account  by  Dr.  Heygate  of  an  extra- 
ordinary accumulation  of,  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  rectum,  413. 

Faraday,  Dr.  on  a  new  general  law  of 
matter,  663;  on  Dr.  Marshall  HalKs 
reflex  action  of  the  spinal  marrow,  828  ; 
on  a  new  mode  of  exciting  the  common 
voltaic  battery,  969. 

Farthing  club,  or  metropolitan  infinitessimal 
dispensary,  60. 

Fees,  amount  of,  at  the  different  medical 
schools,  58. 

Femur,  Mr.  Wormald  on  some  cases  of  dis- 
location of  the,  657. 

Fernandez,  Mr.  memoir  of,  106. 

Ferrier,  Mr.  of  Yarmouth,  note  from,  832. 

Fever,  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case  of,  345. 

■  maculated,  and  typhus  vrithout  ma- 

cule. Dr.  Graves  on,  570. 

typhus,  Mr.  Hulbert  on  a  case  of,  853. 

Fistulas  lacrymalis,  Mr.  Walker  on  a  case  of, 
treated  after  Dupuytren's  method,  303. 

recto- vaginal  and  vesico- vaginal,  Mr. 

Beaumont  on  an   instrument  newly  in- 
vented, for  the  closing  of,  335. 

intestinal,  treatment  of,  640. 


Foote's,  Mr.  medical  pocket-book,  reviewed, 
340. 

Forensic  medicine.  Dr.  Cummin's  lectures 
on : — Introductory  lecture — forensic  medi- 
cine defined,  1 ;  other  appellations  noticed, 
ib. ;  historical  account  of  the  science,  2 ; 


INDEX. 


981 


legal  medicine  in  France  and  Italy,  3  ;  in 
Germany  and  in  England,  4 ;  the  stady 
indispensable  to  British  practitioners,  5 ; 
all  medical  men  li^ible  to  be  called  upon, 
6;  duties  of  medical  jurists  in  cases  of 
poisoning,  &c.  7  ;  special  education  and 
discipline  necessary,  ib. ;  two  admonitory 
eiamples,  8;  extent  and  variety  of  fo- 
rensic medicine,  ib. ;  responsibilities  at- 
tacbing  to  its  practice,  9 ;  tabular  view  of 
tbe  history  and  literature  of  forensic  medi- 
cine,  from  the  earliest  date  up  to  the 
present  time,  10;  generalities  respecting 
medical  evidence — courts  of  justice — co- 
roner's court,  33;  courts  of  common  law, 
34 ;  ecclesiastical  courts,  ib. ;  parole  evi. 
dence — ^the  sifting  system,  35  ;  citing  au- 
thorities— whether  admissible,  36 ;  notes 
to  refresh  tbe  memory,  ib. ;  evidence  of 
dying  declarations,  37 ;  cases  in  which 
overruled,  ib.;  question  of  privilege,  38  ; 
conduct  of  medical  witnesses,  ib. ;  neces- 
sity for  self-possession,  ib.;  caution 
against  technicalities,  39 ;  previous  pre- 
paration requisite,  ib.;  two  remarkable 
examples,  40 ;  general  demeanour  which  is 
most  to  be  recommended,  41. — On  Age- 
legal  distinctions,  65 ;  occasions  of  ascer- 
taming  age  from  physical  appearances, 
ib. ;  age  of  the  foetus— first  appearance  of 
embryo,  66 ;  Sir  Everard  Home's  eight- 
day  case — Velpeau's  twelve,  67 ;  ovum 
and  embryo  at  21  days,  ib. ;  at  3,  4,  5, 
and  6  months,  68 ;  Chaussier's  rule  of 
measurement,  ib. ;  tbe  mature  foetus — 
summary  of  the  signs,  69;  periods  of 
human  life — seven  ages,  70 ;  divisions 
commonly  employed,  ib. ;  climacterical 
years — climacteric  disease,  ib. ;  infancy- 
exact  age  of  new-born  child,  71  ;  proofs 
from  exterior  and  iiterior  of  the  body,  ib. ; 
the  teething  period — order  of  cutting  teeth, 
73 ;  age  indicated  by  the  growth  of  bone ; 
73 ;  further  consideration  of  age,  97  ;  boy- 
hood— legal  distinctions,  ib. ;  physical 
ch  iracters,  ib.;  growth  of  the  bones,  ib. ; 
puberty— legal  distinctions,  98  ;  physical 
and  moral  characters,  ib. ;  two  cases  illus- 
trative of  tbe  mental  condition  about  the 
approach  of  puberty,  99  ;  osseous  system 
during  puberty,  lOO  ;  youth  or  juvenility 

legal  distinctions,    ib. ;    physical  and 

moral  developments,  ib. ;  proportions  of 
the  skeleton  at  different  ages,  101 ;  modi- 
fications from  employment,  disease,  &c. 
ib.  ;  whether  the  stature  may  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  dimensions  of  a  given 
part  1 102  ;  manhood — physical  and  moral 
characters,  103 ;  height  and  proportion  of 
the  mature  man,  ib. ;  senescence— and 
decrepitude,  ib. ;  physical  characters,  104. 
— On  Sex  medico-legal ly  considered,  139; 
legal  distincrions  respecting  sex,  ib.  ; 
normal  development  of  sex,  ISO ;  in  the 
fcctuf  and  new-born  child,  ib. ;  sexual  cha- 


racter in   the  form  of  the  adult,  ib. ;  fe* 
male  figure  contrasted  with  tbe  male,  ib. ; 
the  male  and  female  pelvis  compared,  131; 
Abnormal  development  of  sex,   133 ;  in 
the    male  —  hypospadia  and    epispadia, 
ib. ;  illustrative  cases — Gottlieb,  &c.  133 ; 
in  the  femnle — ecstrophia,  ib. ;  cases,  ib. ; 
mixture  of  sex  in  one  and  tlie  same  indi- 
vidual, 134;    hermaphrodism — androgy- 
nous and  gynandrous,  ib. ;  case  of  Derner, 
from  the  dissections  of  Mayer,  ib.  ;  case 
of  Valmont,  M.   Bouillaud^s,    135;    Dr. 
Handy*s  and  other  cases,  136;  practical 
roles    for    determining    sex    in   doubtful 
cases,  137  ;  concealed  sex,  ib. ;  Lavioia 
Edwards's  case,  ib. ;  Female  Sailors — 
women  husbands,  138 ;  Chevalier  D'Kon 
— Margery  Young,  ib. ;  medico-legal  re- 
lations of  human  and  comparative  struc- 
ture, 161  :  varieties  of  the  human  race, 
163;  Caucasian  variety — Mongolian;  ne- 
gro or  Ethiopian  variety,  1^4 ;  shape  and 
structure  of  the  pelvis  in  different  races, 
ib. ;  family  peculiarities — supernumerary 
fingers    and   toes,   165;    identity — legal 
distinctions,  166;  of  living;  persons,  167; 
family  likeness — the  two  Tremaynes,  ib. ; 
instances  of  mistaken  identity,  ib. ;    re- 
markable cases  of  controverted  identity, 
168 ;  identity  of  living  persons — further 
remarks,    309 ;    extraordinary   case    of 
Mary  Squires,  ib. ;  identity  of  a  child— 
Wagstaff  V.   Bruyere,  311 ;  other  cases 
connected  with  criminal  trials,  ib. ;  iden- 
tity of  persons  found  dead,  ib. ;  disinter- 
ments of  the  supposed  remains  of  Hamp- 
den and  Milton,  ib. ;  head  of  Charles  J. 
164  years  after  decollation,  313;  legal 
distinction  in  trials  for  murder,  313 ;  Du- 
puytren  identifies  a  body  by  a  congenital 
malformation,    ib. ;   another    remarkable " 
case,  at  Versailles,  ib. ;  investigation  at 
Paris,  by  Orfila.  &c.  314;  changing  tbe 
colour  of  tbe  hair  to  confound  identity, 
315 ;  how  this  is  done,  and  how  detected, 
ib  ;  practical  rules  for  investigating  iden- 
tity, ib. ;  curious  case  of  mistaken  iden* 
tity,  316  ;  medico- legal  considerations  re- 
specting the  reproductive  function,   357  ; 
legal  distinctions  regarding  marriage,  and 
the  grounds  of  divorce,  ib, ;  impotence  and 
BterUity   defined,   358 ;   physical  causes 
of  impotence  in   the  male,  359;  insuff-. 
cient  development — age  of  the  party,  ib.  j 
imperfect    structure-^affections  of  mal« 
organs,   ib. ;  amputation  of  the  penis—- 
subsequent  charge  of  filiation  and  bigamy, 
ib. ;  other  remarkable  cases,  360 ,  hypos- 
padia    and     epispadia,   not    necessarily 
causes  of  impotence,  ib. ;  affections  of  the 
testes — crypsorchides,    361;    castration 
not  a  necessary  cause  of  impotence,  ib. ; 
extraordinary  German  case,  concerning 
the  marriage   of    a  eunuch,  ib.;    moral 
causes  of  impotence  in  the  male,  363 ;  ab- 
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sol  ate  and  relatiTe  impotence,  ib. ;  de- 
cisions of  the  ecclesiastical  aathorities, 
ib. ;  impotence  in  the  female — physical 
causes,   289;  imperfect    development — 
non-age,  or  advaoced  age;  ib.;  anoma- 
loas  stracture — occlusion,  ib. ;  infibula- 
tion  of  females  practised  in  some  coun- 
tries, ib. ;  absence  of  the  vagina — ^remark- 
able cases,  290 ;  constrictions-irritability 
and  other  causes,  291;  total  absence  of 
external  organs,  ib. ;   deBciency  of  the 
uterus,  ib. ;  absence  or  removal  of  the 
ovaria,  292;  means  of  ascertaining  the 
existence  of  impotence,  ib. ;  mode  of  in- 
quiry in  France — the  Congrtt,  295 ;  per- 
sonal inspection,  as  practised  in  England, 
294 ;  instances  of  the  German  mode  of 
inspection,  ib. ;  practical  Rules  or  sug- 

fpstions,  295 ;  the  subject  of  rape  me- 
ico-legally  considered,  321 ;  what  is 
rape,  according  to  the  law  authorities,  ib. ; 
contradictory  opinions  of  some  of  the 
judges,  322  ;  point  made  in  the  case  of  the 
convict  Williams,  ib.;  physical  proofs  of 
rape,  323;  state  of  the  sexual  or|;ans  in- 
dicntive  of  defloration,  324  ;  forcible  de- 
floration, 325  ;  DiflBculty  of  the  proofs- 
case  in  point,  ib.;  sham  cases— grounds 
of  suspicion,  326 ;  emission  inferential 
from  presence  of  semen,  ib. ;  physical  and 
chemical  character  of  seminal  spots,  327  ; 
account  of  the  animalcules  of  semen,  ib. ; 
further  remarks  on  the  evidence  of  rape, 
353;  Parent.Duchatelet*s  remarks  on 
prottitvtet,  ib.;  miscellaneous  considera- 
tions, 355 ;  questions  of  consent  in  cases 
of  alleged  rape,  ib. ;  prActic<il  suggestions 
for  investigating  rape  cases,  359 ;  Italian 
case  of  alleged  raue  and  infection,  385 ; 
analy!«is  of  the  celebrated  Warwickshire 
trial.  Rex  v.  Thornton,  for  the  murder  and 
rape  of  Mary  Ashford,  386;  medical 
evidence  with  remarks,  389 ;  conjectures 
respecting  the  death  of  Mary  Ashford, 
390  ;  Margaret  Patterson's  case — horrible 
violation,  391 ;  itupra  contra  natumtm^^ 
remarks  on  offences  of  this  nature,  and 
the  nature  of  the  evidence,  ib. ;  the  sub- 
ject of  pregnancy  medico-legal ly  con- 
sidered, 433;  cases  in  which  it  requires  to 
be  ascertained 'in  law,  ib. ;  signs  of  preg- 
nancy—of  conception,  435;  auscultatory 
signs,  439 ;  conclusions  from  the  signs  af- 
forded by  auscultation,  4i0;  complica- 
tions of  pregnancy,  483;  extra-uterine 
pregnancy  and  its  signs,  485 ;  appearances 
of  gravid  uterus  after  death,  486;  nature 
of  corpora  lutea.  ib.  ;  medico-legal  ques- 
tions, 487 ;  medico-lecal  inquiries  re- 
specting the  birth  of  children,  513 ;  the 
law  as  it  relates  to  concealment  of  the 
birth,  ib. ;  &igiis  of  delivery,  514 ;  medico- 
legal questions — delivery  without  assist- 
ance, 518  ;  parturition  without  conscious- 
ness, ib. ;  remarkable  cases  in  illustration, 


519 ;  ohservations  on  the  medical  evi- 
dence in  the  celebrated  trial.  Rex  v.  Angus, 
520 ;  on  the  births  of  children,  561 ;  oia- 
tare  and  immature  births,  ib.;  legal  dis- 
tinction—^vlafrtitf^,  562:    early  births  of 
living  children,  ib. ;   natural  and  mom- 
itrous  births,  564 ;  legal  definition  of  a 
monster,  ib. ;   tabular  view  of  monstro- 
sities, 565;  acephalous  axid  anencepha- 
lous  monsters,  5i56 ;  parasitical  foetuses — 
cases,  ib. ;  transposition  of  the  viscera,  567 ; 
question  of  moral  peculiarities  beiooging 
to  that  sUte,  568 ;  on  single  and  plural 
births,  593 ;  primogeniture— order  of  the 
births,    ib.;    comparative    freqntecy    of 
single  and  plural  births,    594;    on  the 
question  of  superfoetation,    ib.;   mature 
births  succeeding  each  other,  595;  pro- 
duction of  different  races  at  a  birth,  596 ; 
objections  to  the  doctrine  of  superfcetadoo, 
ib. ;  general  conclusions  on  the  subject, 
600;  on  premature  and  retarded  births, 
641 ;  civfl  and  criminal  cases  in  which 
such  inquiries  are   instituted,  ib. ;    law 
of  legitimacy,  ib. ;  decisions  in  the  Eng* 
lish  courts,  643;  French    and  Prussian 
law  of  legitimacy,  644;   question  of  pre- 
maturity,   ib.;    question   of  redardation, 
645;    account  of  the    Gardner  peerage 
case,  647.— On  live  and  still  births,  673 ; 
statistics  of  the  still  bom,  ib. ;  quesdon 
of  live  birth,  674  ;  the  law  of  tenancjr  by 
the  courtesy    ib. ;   Cssarean  operation, 
birth  by,    675;    general   notice    of  the 
Ciesarean  section,  ib. ;  in  criminal  cases 
^prolicide,  677 ;  abortion  or  miscarriage, 
law    of,  678  ;  objects  of  inquiry  three- 
fold, ib.    On  Infanticide — its  frequency, 
721  ;  legal  distincdons  respecting  child 
murder,  722 ;  what  meant  in  law  by  being 
bom  alivet  723;  concealment  of  the  birth, 
ib. ;  1.  Was  the  infant  bom  alive  1  724 ; 
signs  of  having  survived  birth,  ib. ;  ob- 
vious sign  of  still  birth,  725;  quesdon  of 
respiration,  ib. ;  colour  and  volume  of  the 
lungs,  ib. ;  consistence  and  absolute  weight 
of  lungs,  726;  the  stadc  lung  test— its 
value,   727 ;    the  hydrostatic  lun^  test, 
7bi  ;  modifications  of  the  hydrostauc  test, 
759  ;  Daniel's,  and  Bernt^,  ib.;  proofs 
of  respiration  from  the  circulatory   appa* 
ratus,  ib.;  state  of  the  arterial  duct — 
foramen  ovale,  761 ;  whether  there  be  a 
liver  test  1 — conclusions,  762 ;  summary 
of  the  signs  of  respiration  and  non-respi- 
ration in  new-bom  children,  801 ;  2.  Whe- 
ther the  infant  died  a  natural  or  a  violent 
death,  802 ;    appearances    indicadve  of 
natural  death,  ib. ;  diseases  of  new-bom 
children — atelectasis,  803 ;  signs  of  violent 
death,  ib. ;  omission  to  tie  the  funin.  807  ; 
conclusion  of  the  subject  of  infanticide, 
ib. —  Unsoundness  of  Mind,  882;   legal 
disdncdons  and  decisions  respecdng  un- 
soundnesj  of  mind,  ib. ;  present  arrange- 
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ment  for  iMoiog  comniisaioof,  884 ; 
the  different  forms  of  unaoandness  of 
mind,  ib. ;  tabular  view  of  the  principal 
Ibrma,  885 ;  idiocy  and  its  characteriatioa, 
886 ;  imbecility — how  far  consistent  with 
a  disposing' memory  and  understanding, 
ib.  •  mnaniable  trial  in  illastration,  ib. ; 
imbecility  and  iu  characteristics,  913 ; 
commission  <2s  lunatico  in^uirendot  ib. ;  Miss 
Bagster*s  case,  ib. ;  the  money  and  figure 
test  to  be  applied  with  discretion,  914; 
deaf  and  dumb  state — how  far  connected 
with  imbecility,  917 ;  cretinism,  ib.  j  ma- 
nia and  its  characteristics,  918  ;  plausible 
reasoning  of  some  maniacs^^ezample  from 
the  Scotch  Judicature,  ib.;  monomania — 
its  characters,  919  ;  predominant  ideas 
often  changing— case  in  illustration,  ib*  • 
anecdotes  by  Lords  Mansfield  and  £rs- 
kine,  920. 

Fracture,  treatment  of,  by  a  bone-setter,  157. 

•Faminitions,  sulphur,  Dr.  Green  on  a  case 
of  lepra  and  psoriasis  successfully  treated 
by,  89a 

Fungus  haematodes  of  the  stomach,  Dr.  Sey- 
mour on  a  case  of,  151  • 

G. 

Ganglion,  Mr.  Aston  Key  on  the  nature  and 
treatment  of,  380. 

■  MeckeKs,  and  glosso-pbaryngeal 

nerve,  Mr.  Hilles  on,  5/7. 

Gayrene,  remarkable  case  of,  of  the  right 
1  Aer  extremity,  supposed  to  originate  in 
a  diseased  state  of  the  heart,  733. 

Gas,  arsenietted  hydrogen,  case  of  poison- 
ing with,  591. 

General  practitioners,  proceedings  at  the 
dinner  of  the,  150. 

German  works  recently  published,  review 
of,  f39,  371, 583,  706,  966. 

Girdwood's,  Mr.  report  of  the  medico-lrgal 
examination  of  the  trunk  of  a  human 
body,  which  was  lately  found  in  the  Edge. 
ware  Road,  under  mysterious  circum- 
stances, 551;  of  the  head,  with  remarks, 
587 ;  on  the  lower  extremities,  748. 

Glanders  and  button  farcy.  Dr.  Graves  on, 
in  the  human  subject,  939. 

Globule,  the  organic.  Dr.  Hake  on,  574. 

Gout,  Dr.  Seymour  on  the  various  forms  of, 
311. 

Gout  and  rheumatism,  Dr,  Seymour  on, ^37. 

Grant,  Dr.  on  the  glandular  system  in  the 
various  classes  of  animals,  749. 

Gnmtham*s,  Dr.  case  illustrative  of  the  ill 
effects  of  the  indisciimate  employment  of 
the  ergot  of  rye,  141 ;  on  certain  cere- 
bral affections  arising  from  deficiency  of 
cranium,  495. 

Graves,  Dr.  clinical  lectures  by,  delivered 
at  the  Meath  Hospital,  and  County  of 
Dubljn  Infirmary : — on  the  connexion  of 
diseases  of   ibe  different  organs,   149; 


arthritis,  jaundice,  and  urticaria,  ib. ;  pe- 
riostitis from  mercury,  and  hypertrophy 
of  the  liver,  ib. ;  hypertrophy  of  liver 
from  scrofula,  450  ;  scarlatina,  453 ;  im- 
portance of  noticing  these  &ct8,  ib.  i  con- 
nexion between  disease  of  the  liver  and 
disease  of  the  heart,  521 ;  chronic  hepati- 
tis, from  this  source,  curable  in  young 
persons,  ib.;  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
and  superficial  ulceration  of  the  legs, 
532;  noticed  by  Areta^us,  523;  sympto- 
matology of  the  ancients,  ib. ;  erysipelas 
and  gangrene  sometimes  of  a  pseudo-in- 
flammatory character,  requiring  stimulant 
treatment,  ib. ;  remarkable  case  in  illus- 
tration, 524 ;  epidemic  erysipelas  as  it 
prevailed  lately,  568 ;  peculiarity  of  ery- 
sipelas spreading  symmetrically,  569; 
maculated  fever,  and  typhus  without  ma- 
culfe,  570  ;  treatment  of  fever — improved 
method,  571 ;  choice  of  proper  assistants 
— ventilation,  572 ;  necessity  of  attending 
to  4iet  and  nourishment,  573 ;  treatment 
of  fever,  665 ;  necessity  of  employing  a 
good  nurse,  ib. ;  discrimination  requisite 
in  the  choice  of  food,  666 ;  drinks  to 
be  preferred,  667;  on  the  treatment  of 
typhus  fever,  7*27 ;  tympanites  from  want 
of  food  or  too  much  purging,  728 ;  causes 
of  thirst  in  fever,  ib^;  blisters — their  ac- 
tion on  the  capillaries,  729;  effects  of 
blisters  in  approaching  cerebral  symp- 
toms, 730 ;  signs  of  approaching  cerebral 
disease,  ib. ;  state  di  the  pupil  during 
sleep,  732  ;  tartar  emetic  ointment  effec- 
tive in  some  desperate  cases,  ib. ;  manage- 
ment of  delirious  fever  patients,  808  ;  ad- 
vantages of  tartar  emetic  in  form  of 
enema,  809  ;  subsultus  tendinum  from 
disturbance  of  the  nervous  extremities, 
independently  of  the  brain  or  spinal  cord« 
810 ;  vomiting  and  purging  at  commence- 
ment of  fever  indicative  of  cerebral  affec- 
tion, ib. ;  scrofulous  inflammation  of  the 
brain,  811  ;  scarlatina  without  eruption, 
followed  notwithstanding  by  desquama- 
tion, 842;  tlioughts  on  the  nature  of  des- 
quamation, ib. ;  latent  scarlatina,  follow- 
ed by  anasarca,  ib.;  general  proposition 
respecting  the  symptoms  of  animal  poi- 
sons, 843 ;  morbid  appearances  after  de- 
lirium in  fever,  ib. ;  treatment  in  antici- 
pation of  cerebral  symptoms,  845  ;  great 
advantage  of  blisters  judiciously  employ- 
ed, ib. ;  notice  of  the  old  mode  of  blister- 
ing, 847 ;  glanders  and  button  farcy  in 
the  human  subject,  939  ;  remark  on  the 
variety  of  skin  diseases  produced  by  the 
introduction  of  an  animal  poison  into  the 
system,  941  ;  furuncular  inflammation,  or 
carbuncle,  generated  by  animal  poison, 
943  ;  remarks  on  phlegmasia  dolens— 
phlegmasia  dolens  of  the  eye,  ib. 
CJrcenbow,  Dr.  on  the  use  and  abuse  of 
aloes,  269. 
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Greenbow,  Dr.  on  the  diseases  of  North 
Shields  and  the  surrounding  district,  6t23. 

Cireeo,  Dr.  Jonathan,  on  a  case  of  lepra 
and  pdoriasis  treated  with  sulphar  fomi- 
gations,  890. 

GriflBn,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  in  which 
living  earwigs  were  found  in  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  48. 

*s.  Dr.  medical  problems: — how  are 
neuralgic  affections  to  be  distinguished 
from  inflammatory,  73 ;  how  symptomatic 
from  idiopathic  intermittent,  104, 138. 

Gulliver,  Mr.  on  necrosis,  S60. 
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Hake,  Dr.  on  the  physiology  of  salivation, 
30^  ;  on  the  virtues  of  hydriodate  of 
potass,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  disease, 
497  ;  on  the  organic  globule,  574. 

Ilalford,  Sir  Henry,  on  the  effects  of  cold  on 
the  human  frame,  902. 

HaiPs,  Dr.  Marshall,  reflex  action  of  the 
spinal  marrow,  B!?8. 

Hancock,  Dr.  on  the  Corrowatti,  718. 

Hargrave,  Dr.  of  Dublin,  note  from,  640. 

Harrison,  Dr.  £dwin,  propositions  by,  for 
the  ascertainment  of  the  physical  signs 
indicative  of  diseases  of  the  chest,  369  ;  on 
signs  observed  by  auscultation,  with  some 
remarks  on  pectoriloquy,  457  ;  on  the 
height  of  the  diaphragm,  543  ;  on  the 
mode  and  the  amount  of  clinical  and  other 
medical  instiuction  at  Paris,  703  ;  on 
certai  i  errors  of  Laennec  and  others 
renpecting  the  regions  of  the  chest,  776  ; 
on  certain  phrases  and  expressions  in 
Laennec*s  celebrated  work,  893. 

H assail,  Mr.  on  the  operation  of  the  Ana- 
tomy Act  in  Dublin,  7l7. 

Heart,  report  of  the  London  Committee  of 
the  British  Association  on  the  motions 
and  sounds  of  the,  with  an  account  of  the 
experiments,  360;  Dr.  Watson  on  the 
second  sound  of  the,  being  a  contribution 
to  the  pathology  of  that  organ,  526. 
Hemisphere,  left,  case  of  destruction  of  the, 

without  affecting  the  intellect,  383. 
Herni;i,  strangulated,  Mr.  Koehler  on  the 
employment  of  the  stomach  pump  in,  382. 

... ,  strangulated  inguinal,  Mr.  Taynton 

on  a  case  of,  operated  on  with  success, 
624. 

,  treatment  of,  799. 


Heygaie,  Dr.  account  by,  of  an  extraordinary 
accumulation  of  fieces  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  rectum,  413. 

Hiberuicus  on  the  present  state  of  the  Irish 
medical  charities,  27. 

Hill,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  lithotomy,  424  ;  note 
from,  respecting  an  omission  in  the  re- 
port, 469. 

I  lilies,  Mr.  on  the  functions  of  Meckel's 
ganglion  and  the  glosso-pharyngeal  uer^e, 
577. 


Hird,  Mr.  accoant  by,  of  an  anCMDaloaa  dis- 
tribution of  the  branches  of  the 
an  unusual  coarse  of  the  right 
artery,  702. 

Homoeopathy,  Mr.  Forbes  Winalow  on, 
83 ;  remarks  on,  suggested  by  some  n> 
cent  discussions  at  the  London  Medical 
Society,  116;  Mr.  Wakefield  on,  190; 
sketched  in  its  own  colours,  241  ;  foithcr 
illustrations  of  its  nature,  305. 

Homoeopathist,  a  reverend,  148. 

Honker's,  Sir  W.  J.  Icones  plantamm,  re- 
viewed, 191. 

Hope,  Dr.  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
rheumatism,  812. 

Hospitals,  small,  advantages  of,  or  certifi- 
cates venut  knowledge,  92. 

Hufeland,  Professor,  notice  of  a  portrait  of, 
lately  published,  203. 

Hughes,  Dr.  on  two  cases  of  pericaiditis, 
with  auscultatory  diagnosis  and  remarks, 
222. 

Hulbert,  Mr.  on  local  hysterical  aflfectioos, 
406;  on  a  case  of  typhus  fever,  &c., 
850. 

Hunt,  Mr.  on  a  case  in  which  the  death  of 
the  foetus  was  occasioned  by  winding  of  the 
umbilical  cord  round  the  neck,  933. 

,  Mr.  T.  on  the  functions  of  the 
muscles  and  nerves  of  the  eye-ball,  20, 
191. 

Hunter,  John,  portrait  of,  751. 

,  works,  by  Palmer,  reviewed, 
744,  792,  821.  % 

Hunterian  oration,  editorial  observations  on 
the,  794  ;   extracts  from,  972. 

Hutchison,  Mr.  Copland,  on  the  infrequency 
of  calculus  among  seamen,  424 ;  reply  to 
Dr.  James  Jobnson^s  remarks,  468 ;  ac- 
count  by,  of  a  case  of  extra-uterine  preg- 
nancy, in  which  a  full-grown  foetus  was 
removed  by  nn  oper.itiun  fourteen  months 
after  conception,  739. 

Hydatids,  Dr,  Ward  on,  and  their  origin, 
856. 

Hydrocele,  Mr.  Travers  on  a  new  mode  of 
operating  for,  737  ;  Mr.  Lewis  on  the 
treatment  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Travers, 
788  ;  Mr.  Keate  on  the  treatment  of,  by 
puncture  and  absorption,  789  ;  Mr.  Cas- 
wall  on  the  treatment  of,  by  iodine,  855; 
treatment  of,  by  puncture,  by  a  Constant 
Reader,  866. 

Hygiene  publique,  review  of  Parent-Ducha- 
telet's  work  on,  304. 

Hysteria,  Dr.  Seymour  on,  506. 

Hysterical  affections.  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie*s 
lectures  on,  197,  246,  279;  Mr.  Hulbert 
on  some  cases  of,  406. 
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Ichthyosis,   Dr.   Buchanan  on  a   case   of, 
treated  by  iodine,  82. 
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cridenee  in  another  caie  of,  110  ;  case  Keal,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  supposed 

of,  and  concealment  of  the   birth,  376 ;  rupture  of  the  inner  coats  of  the  bladder. 

Dr.  Cummin  on.  7«1,  753,  801.  without  injury  to   the   investing  perito- 

Inilammation,  remarks  on  some  new-fangled  neum,  621. 

doctrines   respecting  the   treatment   of,  Keate.  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  hydrocele  by 

by  Investigator,  «0«,  636.  puncture  and  absorption,  789. 

"            — ,  incipient,  Dr.  Burke  on  the  Kemp.  Mr.  on  the  employment  of  tartarixed 

nee  of  opium  in,  9f  8.  antimony  in  inflammation  of  the  mucous 

,  Mr.  Searle  on  the  opposite  membrane  of  the  lungs,  300;  on  the  pre- 


modes  of  practice  which  prevail  in  the        paration  of  bromide  of  iron,  41  J. 

treatment  of,  453 ;  challenge  to  InvesU-  Xey,  Mr.  Aston,  on  the  nature  and  treat- 
gator,  75f .  ment  of  ganglion,  380. 

Dr.  Hume  Weatherhead  on,  Kidgell,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  dislo- 


^30»  cation  of  the  elbow.joint,  lis. 

Infloensa,  notice  of  the,  and  its  more  promi-  Kieman,  Mr.  on  the  minute  anatomy  of  the 

nent  symptoms,  586 :  Mr.  Bullock's  re-  ij^er^  159. 

marks  on,  and  on  the  nature  and  treat-  Kingston,  Dr.  abstract  of  a  paper  by,  on  the 

ment  of  the  present  epidemic,  700 ;  Mr.  pathology  of  pulmonary  tubercle,  379. 

Wakefield's  observations  on,  as  it  has  Knee-joint,  Mr.  Samuel  on  a  case  of  lateral 

prevailed  in  the  House  of   Correction,  dislocation  of  the.  52. 

705  ;  Dr,  Clendinning  on,  780.  819;  Dr.  Knighton,  Sir  WilUam,  biographical  noUces 

Macleod  on, 784 ;  remarks  on,  by  R.  J.  P.,  -of  115,  288. 

786;  Mr.  Morgan  on,  816 ;  treatment  of  Koehler,  Mr.  on  the  employment  of  the 

the.  Investigator's  reply  to  Mr.  Searle,  stomach-pump  in  strangulated  hernia, 382. 

877. 
Ingleby's,  Dr.  facts  and  cases  in  obstetric 

medicine,  reviewed,  270. 

Instruction,  public,  in  France,  142 ;  orga-  L. 

niaation  of  the  Parisian  hospitals,  144.  ^ 
Inatruction,  clinical,  at  Paris,  Dr.  Edwin    y^.^  .     .         Tk     a  v     h        v    • 

Harrison  on  the  mode  and  amount  of.  ^a^"^'  p^ature.  Dr.  Ashwell  on  the  in- 

^03^              '  dnction  of,  w  pregnancy  complicated  with 

Intermittent,  symptomatic.  Dr.  GriflSn  on  -  ^^^^^'^^1 -ix.                          #  1           * 

the  means  by  which  it  may  be  distin-  ^^^'  JJ''  ^"'?">  °"  »  auccessful  case  of, 

guished  from  idiopathic,  104,  138.  where  the  pelvis  was  greatly  deformed  and 

Investigator,  remarks  by,  on  Mr.  Searie's  contracted,  VKf. 

view!  resecting  the  treatment  of  inflam.  Lecturers,  piualist,  at  the  North  London 

mation  202   6^  Hospital,  124. 
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***•  935. 

Lens,  dislocated,  Mr.  Middlemore  on  the 
operative  proceedings  required  for  the 
removal  of  the,  236. 

J  9  Lepra  and  psoriasis.  Dr.  Buchanan  on  the 

treatment  of,  by  iodine,  82 ;  Dr.  Green  on 

^  a  case  of,  treated  with  sulphur  fiuniga- 

Jardin  des  Plantes,  great  extent  of  the,  and  tions,  890. 

value  of  the  specimens,  150.  Lewis,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  hydrocele, 

Jeffreys.  Mr.  on  the  construction  and  use  of  in  reply  to  Mr.  Travers,  788. 

the  respirator,  reviewed,  581.  Lev,  Dr.  Hn^h,  notice  of  the  death  of,  752. 

Johnson,  Dr.  James,  on  the  prevalence  of  life.  Dr.  Philip  on  the  powers  of,  921,  952. 

calculous  disorders  among  seamen,  in  re-  light,  Mr.  Woodward  on  the  polarisation 

ply  to  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison,  552.  of,  910. 

Joints,    scrofulous  affections  of   the,    Dr.  lilbum.  Dr.  on  French  midwifery  practice, 

Buchanan  on  the  employment  of  iodine  859  1    on  a  case   of  successful  'labour, 

in  cases  of,  44.  where  the  pelvis  was  greatly  deformed 

and  contracted,  933. 
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"Uihotomy,  Mr.  Hill  on  a  case  of,  4tI4,  469  ; 

operation   for,  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie, 

908  ;  by  Mr.  Hawkini,  909. 
lithotripsY,  as  practised  by  the  late  Phifip 

Femandes,  Esq.,  108. 
Liver,  concise  and  popular  view  of  the  mi- 

note  anatomy  of  the,  as  described  by  Mr. 

Kieman,  169  ;  Mr.  Allnatt  on  a  case  of 

abscess  of  the,  8 18. 
LiTcrpooi  Northern  Hospital,  Mr.  BaBner*s 

report  of  the  surgical  cases  admitted  into 

the,  49. 
Lloyd,  Mr.  £.  A.  on  the  treatment  of  va*- 

cnlar  nsvi  matemi,  13. 
Lonsdale,  Mr.  on  the  functions  of  the  mna- 

cles  and  nenres  of  the  eye-ball>  400. 
Lupus,  Mr.  Ure  on  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment of,  328. 
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Macleod's,  Dr.  third  report  of  cues  treated 
at  St.  Oeorge*s^ospita1,  with  rough  notes 
from  his  case-book,  691. 

Maclure,  Mr.  on  infanticide  by  poisoning, 
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Macnish,  the  late  Dr.,  decease  of,  672. 

Macrobin's,  Dr.  medical  report,  for  the  last 
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Copland's  resignation,  638. 

Materia  medics,  or  pharmaoology,  and 
general  therapeutics,  Mr.  Pereira's  lec- 
tures on: — Soychnos  nus  vomica,  440; 
historical  account  of  the  substance,  ib. ; 
physiological  effects  on  vegetables  and 
animals,  442  ;  effects  on  man — three  de- 
grees, ib.  ;  post-mortem  appearances, 
444 ;  modus  operandi  of  nuz  vomica,  ib.-; 
uses  in  various  diseases,  445 ;  modes  of 
exhibition,  447 ;  tests  for  it  as  a  poison, 
ib. ;  on  strychnia,  its  history,  ib. ;  theory 
of  its  preparation,  489;  tests  of  strych- 
nia, and  its  salts,  490 ;  physiological 
effects  on  man  and  animals,  491 ;  on  bru- 
da,  its  history,  ib.  ;  properties  and  phy- 
siological effects,  ib.  $  uses  and  mode  of 
administration,  ib. ;  strychnos  ignatia,  its 
history,  492  ;  false  Angustura  bark-— tests 
and  uses,  ib. ;  Upas  poison,  493 ;  nccoant 
of  its  physiological  effects,  494  ;  snake- 
wood  and  Tanghin  poison,  ib. ;  on  rhu- 
barb— rheum  polygooaoec,  600;  history 
of  rhubarb— botany,  ib. ;  characters  of 
the  genus  rheum,  601 ;  physical  proper- 
ties and  varieties,  603;  chemistry  and 
physiology,  606 ;  on  rumox  acctosa,  and 
polygonum  bistorta,  608  ;  on  the  umbel- 


lifere  or  apiacea,  680;  aDethum  gm- 
veolens,  or  dill,  681 ;  pimpinelU  anisaa, 
or  anise,  682;  characters,  tfEacU,  and 
Qses,ib;  camim  cami,  oc  caraway,  683; 
propertiaa  and  uses,  ib. ;  fcmicalum  asa 
foBtida,  685 ;  eharacten  and  properties  ef 
aaafoBtida,  ib. ;  physiologiaal  cfiects  and 
uses,  687  ;  galkaaim,  aagapenoni,  am- 
moniacuoi,  6£b  ;  opopoiia¥  cbirooiuaiy  its 
eflects,  690 ;  on  aminm  laacnlatmn,  ito 
history,  763;  botanical  and  chemical 
characters,  764;  compoaition  and  pro- 
perties, 765;  salts  of  conia,  how  tested 
and  recognised,  ib. ;  effects  on  animals, 
ib. ;  physiological  effects— on  maBt  767  ; 
uses  m  various  diseases,  ib. ;  tabular  view 
of  diseases  treated  with  benJock,  769; 
menispermacesi  — cooculos  palmatos,  770 ; 
botanical  and  physical  piopertiesa  771; 
active  principle  of  cocculos  palmatns,  or 
calomba,  772;  phjrsioloKical  effects  and 
uses,  773 ;  meniapemaceB  continaed, 
835  ;  cocculos  soberosos,  history,  ib. 
cissampelos  pareira,  history,  ib. ;  an 
rantiaceas  —  feronia  elephantinn,  836 
citrus,  ib. ;  leguminossp,  or  iabaoec,  945 
botanical  characters,  ib.  ;  division,  ib. 
sub-order,  papilionaoe»— -spartinm  jon- 
ceum,  its  history,  946;  bot^ical  clia- 
racters,  ib.;  physiological  effects,  ib.  ; 
uses,  ib. ;  adminiatratioiit  ib.  — -  eytisns 
scoparioB,  its  history.  947 ;  botanical  his- 
tory, ib. ;  officinal,  ib. ;  chemical  proper- 
ties, ib.;  physiological  effects  and  uses, 
ib.  I  administration,  ib.;  glycyrrhisa  gla- 
bra, its  histoiT  and  botanical  characters, 
ib. ;  estract  of  liquorice,  948  ;  composi- 
tion, ib. ;  physiological  effects  and  uses^ 
ib. ;  tepbrosia  ajiollinea,  ib. ;  astragalos 
verus,  its  history,  ib. ;  production,  949 ; 
varieties  and  physical  properties,  ih.; 
chemical  composition  and  properties,  ib. ; 
physiological  effects,  ib. ;  uses,  ib. ;  na- 
cuna  prariens :  cowhage,  950 ;  mucaos 
urens,  ib. ;  butea  frondoaa,  ib.  ;  ptero- 
carpus  santalinus,  951 ;  pterocarpus  draco, 
ib. ;  pterocarpus  cerinaceus.  ib.  ;  sob- 
order:  swartziesB,  ib.;  sob' order:  cae- 
salpiniea;,  ib. ;  ceratonia  ailiqua,  ib^ 

Maund's,  Mr.  "  Botanist,"  reviewed,  55. 

Medical  witnesses*  bill,  editorial  obserfa- 
tioDS  on  the,  274. 

Medical  witnesses'  act.  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbo- 
tham  on  its  impe^ections  and  injurious 
tendency,  554. 

Medicine,  legal,  trial  and  inquest  connected 
with,  376. 

Medicine  and  surgery,  statement  of  the 
number  of  publications  connected  with, 
in  France,  during  the  year  1836,  672. 

Medicines,  list  of  the  names  of  those  which  are 
changed  in  the  new  pharmacopoeia,  478. 

Medico-legal  case,  the  late  mysterious,  edi- 
torial observations  on,  584. 

Mellor,  Mr.  ou  the  efficacy  of  the  strychnos 


IKDfiX* 


967 


tttti  ▼onidl  in  affsoCioiui  of  the  digetlive 

orgmns,  850. 
Metnologica)  jofanialt,  64,  96,  128,  160, 

fOe.  f56,  390,  36%,  384,  49!i,  480,  5l«, 

560,  59:<,  640,672,  9^ffO^  800,  83S,  880, 

91«,  944,  976. 
Meyer,  Or.  the  Ccaareao  section  soccess- 

nJly  perfomed  by,  878. 
MiddleBore,  Mr.  on  the  operative  proceed- 

iaga  required  for  the  removal  of  the  dis- 

lodied  1«M,  t36. 
Midwifery  practice,  Mr.  Ball*e  case  i&'«*«c- 

palsion  of  the  pliicenta  before  the  birth  of 

the  child,  621. 
Midwifery  practice,  the  French,  Dr.  Lilbom 

CO,  859. 
Mind,  ansoondnens  of,  Dr.Cumniin  on,  881. 
Mhiea,  accidents  in,  from  eiploslons  of  fire- 

Qm|i,  o8. 
Molloscnm,  Dr.  Dick  on  ;  with  two  oaees 

of  ttollaaeQfii  non-contagicsaai,  860. 
Monstrosity,  hyperencephaloos.    Dr.  Dick 

oil  a  case  of,  conjoined  with  other  mon- 

etrofn  ftwmlitioos,  897. 
MoBtgoniiery,  Dr.  oH  a  newly-discovered 

pecoliarity  in  the  stmctore  of  the  nterine 

decidtta,  ordecidnavera,  237. 
Morgan,  Mr.  on  the  action  of  the  hydriodate 

tff  potass,  617;  on  the  character  of  the 

provtiling  iniaensft,  816. 
Morison's  pills,   another  verdict  of  man- 

•faragliter  against  a  vender  of,  976. 
Mortality,  comparative,   of  the    rich  and 

poor,  Mr.  Rickman  on,  773. 
MosiMtti,  M.  on  the  forces  which  regulate 

the  internal  constitntion  of  bodies,  848. 


N. 


n  matemi,  vascular,  Mr.  £.  A.  Lloyd  on 
the  treatment  of,  13. 

Kecrosis,  operation  for,  by  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  910. 

Nobell,  M.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  de- 
slmction  t)f  the  left  hemisphere,  without 
the  intellect  being  affected,  383. 

Noble,  Mr.  on  the  question,  which  are  the 
nerves  of  taste?  410;  on  the  sense  of 
taste,  and  the  question  of  its  being  a  spe- 
cial function,  614. 

KoU  ine  tangere,  Dr.  Buchanan  on  a  case  of, 
treated  hy  larve  doses  of  iodine,  80. 

Nort^  London  Hospital,  operation  at,  in 
presence  of  the  patron,  195. 

Northern  Dispensary,  late  resignations  at 
the,  277 ;  resolution  of  the  governors  of 
the,  384. 

Niu  vomica,  Mr.  Pereira  on,  440. 


O. 

Osaton's,  Dr.-«tatistics  of  suicide  in  Aber- 
deen, 172. 


Operations,  crowding  at,  467, 

Opium,  Mr.  Caddy  on  the  efficiency  of,  in 
typhus  fever,  620. 

Orbit,  00  the  nerves  of  the— *note  from  Mr 
Shaw,  352 ;  Mr.  Walker  on  the  muscles 
and  nerves  of  the,  particularly  with  refe- 
rence to  the  fanotkms  of  the  retractor 
oculi,  368. 

Otic  ganglion  in  the  dog,  Mr.  Bennett  on 
the,  47. 


P. 


Paralysis  from  lead,  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case 
of,  151. 

' —  Mr.  Ehlerton  on  locomotiMi  In, 

865. 

Paraplegia,  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case  of,  156. 
Parish  Surgeons  and  Poor-law  Unions,  ob- 
servations respecting,  suggested  by  a  re- 
cent advertisement,  204. 
Parish  unions,  query  for  an  Old  Navy  Sur- 
geon, 256. 
Parturition,  feigned,  Mr.  Thomson  on  a  case 
of>  with  remarks    on  the  proofs  of  de- 
livery and  infanticide,  231. 
Paupers,  observations  on  the  present  condi- 
tion of  medical  relief  for»  with  recom- 
mendations for  an  altered  and  improved 
system,  874. 
Penis,  sloughing  sores  of  the,  account  by 
Dr.  Buchanan  of  four  cases  of»  treated  bj 
large  doses  of  iodine,  43. 
Penruddock,  Mr.  report  of  the  trial  of,  for 
the  assault  on  the  Examiners  at  Apothe- 
caries* Hall,  715. 
Percuseioa,    Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  on  the 
theory  and  practice  of,  as  a  mode  of  diae- 
nosis,  609. 
i^ereira's,  Mr.  lectures  on  materia  medica 
or  general  therapeutics— see  *'  Materia 
Medica,  Mr.  Pereira*s  lectures  on." 
Pericarditis,  Dr.   Hughes  on  two  cases  of^ 
with  auscultatbry  diagnosis  and  remarks, 
222 ;  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case  of,  super- 
vening on  rheumatism,  397. 
PharmacopcBia,  the  new,  correction  of  an 
error  in  it,  500;    Mr.  £veritt  on  some 
of  the  more   prominent  novelties,  with 
specimens  of  the  manner  in   which  the 
old  edition  has  been  revised,  corrected, 
and  reformed,  528  ;  review  of  the,  543, 
789;  Mr.  Phillip's  observations  on  Mr. 
£veritt's  remarks  on  the,  460,  704,  580; 
Mr.  Everitt's  reply  to  Mr.  PhilUps'  re- 
marks on  his  observations  on  the,  622  * 
the  College  of  Physicians  not  empowered 
to  resist  the  publication  of  translations, 
629;  review  of  Mr.  Phillips's  translation 
964 ;  of  Dr.  Spillan's,  965. 
Philip,  Dr.  A.  P.  W.   on   the  powers  on 
which  the  functions  of  life  iu  the  more 
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perfect  animals  depend,  and  on  tbe  man-    VuBing;  tba  Lancet**,  of  tlie  Oower-itiect 

ner  ia  which  they  axe  aMOciated  in  the         hospital,  94. 

production  of    their  more    complicated    Pinpara,  Dr.  Seymoar  on  a  case  of,  349. 

results,  921,953.  haemoirhagicay  Dr.  Sey mom. on  tbe 

Phillips's,  Mr.  translation  of  the  pharmaco-        pathology  of,  393. 

poeia,  reviewed,  964. 
Phrenonologists,  hint  to,  256. 
Physic,  cheap,  at  Aylesbury,  6 J. 
Plumbe's,  Mr.   practical  treatise    on  die*  Q. 

eases  of  the  skin,  reviewed,  583. 
Poisoning,  suspected,  extraordinary  verdict     Quackery,  qnarreb  of;  the   im»  ouTenal 

of  a  coroner's  jury  in  a  case  of,  ^.  medicine,  711.  • 

Poisoning  by  fish,  Mr.  Bullock  on  a  case  of, 

85. 

with  arsenic.  Dr.  Skillman  on  a 


case  of,  recovered  from,    after  half  an  *^ 

ounce  had  been  swallowed,  S38, 

with  opium  and  belladonna,  Mr.    Ramsbotham,  Dr.  F.  H.  on  the  imperfec 


Bullock  on  three  recent  cases  of,  965.  tions  and  injurious  tendency  of  the  medi- 

—        ■  case  of,  with  unsound  bacon,  378;  oal  witnesses'  act,  554. 

Dr.  Barr's  remarks  on  this  case,  455.  Ransome,  the  late  JMr.  Atkinson,  biographi- 

case  of,  with  arsenietted  hydro-  cal  sketch  of,  870. 


944.  specimen  of  diabetic  urine,  53. 

Poor-law  club,  conduct  of  its  supporters,  95  ^  '  Resonance,  pectoral.    Dr.  Clendinning  on 

'  fresh    illustrations   of  the  system,  113;  the  cause  (^,  in  percussion,  531. 

editorial  observations  on  the  treatment  of  Rheumatism,  gonorrhoeal.  Dr.  Seymoor  oa, 

-  a  medical  officer  by  the  commissioners,  310,  510;  on  a  case  of  diffuse  rhenma- 
193  ;  trickery  practised  on  the  profession,  tism,  conjoined  with  laryngitis,  ib. 

745 ;    parliamentary    inquiry    into     the  — —  '           Dr.  Hope  on  the  natnra  and 

working  of  the,  867,  899;  necessity  for  treatment  of,  81 2. 

petitioning  against  the  act,  876;  on  the  Rhubarb,  Mr.Pereira  on,  600. 

propriety  of  the  chartered  medical  bodies  Rickman,   Mr.  on  the  identity  of  the  ns 

petitioning  the  legislatnre,  by  "  A  Re-  probabU  and  me  mmfenne,  as  deduced  from 

tired  Physician,'*  907  ;  plan  for  pauper-  the  English  population  returns,  648 ;  on 

-  relief  under  the,  by   "  Chirurgus,*'  ib.  ;  the  comparative  mortality  of  the  rich  and 
necessity  of  endeavouring    to  avert  tbe  of  the  poor,  773. 

evils  of  the    act,    by  one    <'  Personally  Ritchie,  Dr.  on  the  velocity  of  sound,  799. 

Unaffected,''  908  ;  commencement  of  the  Roberts,  Mr.  on   the  effects  and  uses  of 

labours  of  the  parliamentary  conunittee^  smoking,  188. 

912.                                         '  Robson.  Mr.  on  the  hydrated   tritoxide  of 

Porter,  Mr.  remarks  by,  on  the  medical  evi-  iron,  as  an  antidote  to  arsenic,  177. 

dence  in  a  case  of  infanticide,  110.  Royal   Institutions,  abstracts  of  lectures  at 

Potass,  hydriodate  of,    Mr.  Smith  on  its  the: — Dr.  Faradny  on  anew^general  law 

virtues  as  a  remedial  agent  in   disease,  of  matter,  663 ;  Mr.  Brande  on  the  pro- 

497  ;  remarks  on  its  action,  by  Mr.  Mor-  cesses  of  embossing.  71 9;  Dr.Grant  on  the 

gan,  617.  glandular  system  in  the  various  classes  of 

Pregnancy,    the  subject  of,    medico-legally  animals,  749 ;  Dr.  Ritchie  on  the  velocity 

considered,  by  Dr.  Cummin,  433,481.  of  sound,  799;  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  reflex 

— extra-uterine,    Mr.    Hutchison  action   of  the  spinal  marrow,  828;  Mr. 

on  a  case  of,  in  which  a  full-grown  foetus  Woodward  on  the  polarization   of  light, 

•   was  removed  by  an   operation  fourteen  910 ;   Dr.   Faraday  on  a  new  mode  of 

months  after  conception,  739.  exciting  the  common  voltaic  battery^  969. 

Pritchard,  Mr.  account  by,  of  the  method  of  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  :— 

observing  the  tubulo-fibrous  structure  of  Mr.  Gulliver  on  necrosis,  250  ;  Mr.  Nor- 

the  brain,  414.  man  on  ligature  of  (he  external  iliac  ar- 

and  Dr.  Goring's  microgra.  tery,  251  ;  Mr.  Blizard  Curling  on  some 


phia,  reviewed,  546.  of  the  forms  of  atrophy   of  bone,  308; 

Prostitution,  editorial  observation  on  Parent  ^r.  Kingston    on    some    points    of  the 

Duchatelei's  work  on,  372, 418.  pathology   of  pulmonary    tubercle,   379; 

Provincial  Association,  union  of,  wiih  the  l^r*  Hill   on  a  case  of  lithotomy,  424; 

Eastern,  123.  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison  on  the  infrequeocy 


INDEX.  9^ 

of    caknlm    among  geamcii,  4t4;    Dr.        dosfs,  with  ioma  remarkable  calcnlationf 
Hume    Weatherhead    on    inflammation,        as  to  their  amount,  496^ 
650;  diflcossion  on  the  paper,  664;  Mr.    Smoking,  Mr.  Robert!  on  the  effectf  and 
Skey  on  the  constitutional  treatment  of        uses  of,  188. 

exostoses  with  mercury,  798 ;    Mr.  Staf-     Solly,Mr.  on  the  human  brain,  reviewed,  87. 
ford  on  long..continoed  contraction  of  the     Solon,  a  Welch  medical,  196. 
lower  extremities,  from   an   affection  of    Sound,  Dr.  Ritchie  on  the  Telocity  of,  799, 
the  spine,  870;  Mr.  Earle's  address  on     South's,  Mr.  description  of  the  bones,  501. 
his  retirement  from  the  chair,  871 ;   Dr.    Spillan's,  Dr.  translation  of  the  pharmaco- 
Bostock  on   the  pathology  of  the  nrine,         poeia,  reviewed,  964.  . 

938;    Mr.  Beaumont  on  two  new  instru-     Squire,  BIr.  on  bromide  and  iodide  of  iron, 
ments  for  tying  polipi,  ib.  339. 

Rye,  ergot  of,  Mr.  Grantham  on  the  ill     St.  Bartholomew's  hospital  reports,  316. 
effects  of  its  indiscriminate  employment,    St.  Thomas's  hospital— disturbance  at  — 
141.  meeting  of  Guy's  students,  477  ;   protest 

of  the  students  of  St.  Thomas's,  478; 
proceedings  at  Union  Hall,  ib. ;  further 
particulars    respecting  the    duturbance, 
51 1 ;  letter  from  the  pupil8t)f  St.Thomas's, 
Salivation,  Dr.  Hake  on  the  physiology  of,        5\ti  editorial  observations  on  the  recent 
\0*i;  other  remarks  on  the  subject,  17.         disturbance  at,  550;   letter  from  Messrs. 
Samuf  I,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  lateral        King,  Tweedie,  and  Gaselee,  with  re- 
.    dislocation  of  the  knee-joint,  52.  marks  by  the  editor,  589. 

Scarlatina,  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case  of,  345;    St.  Thomas's  and  Guy's  hospitals,  separation 
Mr.  Taylor  on  the  efficacy  of  chlorine  in,        of,  630. 
660  ;  Dr.  Graves  on.  841.  St.  George's  hospital  reports,  133.  349, 908. 

Searle,  Mr.  on  the  opposite  modes  of  prac-    »-^-._ Dr.  Madeod's  third  re- 

ticA  which  prevail  in   the  treatment  of        port   of  cases  treated  at,  with  "rough 
inflammation,  453, 752.  notes*'  from  his  case-book,  691. 

Self-supporting  DispensHriet,  address  from    Stafford,  Mr.  on  long- continued  contraction 
the  founder  of,  469.  of  the  lower  extremities,  from  an  affection 

Semple,  Mr.  on  the    injurious  effects    of        of  die  spine,  870. 

**  Wakley*s  act,"  480.  Statistics,  medical,   Mr.  Rickman  on,  ex- 

Sex,  the  subject  of,    medioo  legally    con-        hibiting  the  identity  of  the  vie  prpbabU  and 

sidered,  by  Dr.  Cummin,  tt9,  vie  moyenne,  648. 

Seymour's,    Dr.    clinical   lectures   at    St.    Stomach,  Dr.  Seymour  on  a  case  of  organic 
George's  hospital  :^-on  rheumatism. 


S. 


117,  disease  of  the,  505. 

151  ;'paraly8is  from   lead,   ib. ;   fungus  Stricture,  case  of,  with  abscess  in  perineum 

haematodes  of  the  stomach,  151 ;  epilepsy,  and  prostate,  gland,  316. 

153;  paraplegia,  157;  poisoning  by  ar-  Strychnia,  Mr.  Pereira  on,  488. 

senic,  310 ;  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism,  ib. ;  Strychnos  nux  vomica,  Mr.  Mellor  on  the 

diffuse  rheumatism,  conjoined    with  la-  efficacy  of,  in  affections  of  the  digestive 

rvngitis,  ib. ;   gout,  311;   regular  gout,  organs,  850. 

ib. ;  retroeedent  gout,  313  ;  atonic  gout,    ,    Dr.  Belcombe  on  the 

814  ;  oedematous  gout,  315 ;  fever,  345;  use  of,  in  dyspepsis,  964. 

«caclatina,  ib.;  purpura,  349;   epilepsy,  Students,  hints  to,  on  the  opening  of  the 

ib. ;  purpura  hiemorrhagicfi,  and  its  pa-  session,  22. 

tbology,  393;  gout  and  rheumatism,  397 ;  Student's,  a,  remarks  on  Mr.  Wakley,  the 

|>ericarditis,  supervenio|  on  rheumatiam.  Society  of  Apothecaries,  &o.  428. 

S9T  ;    laryngitis  trachitis,    ib.  t    organic  Suicide,  Dr.  Ogston  on  the  statistics  of,  in 

disease  of  the  stomach,  505;    hysteria,  Aberdeen,  172. 

506 ;  gonorrboeal  rheumatism,  510 ;  ova-  Surgery,  operative,  cases  in,  with  remarks, 

lian  dropsy,  ib.  by  Mr.  Skcv,  539. 

Sibbens,  Dr.  Buchanan  on  a  caife  of,  cured  Surgeons,  assistant,  in  the  navy,  anomalous 

by  large  doses  of  iodine,  44.  condition  of,  717, 

Bymonds,  Dr.  on  medical  study,  reviewed.  Syphilis,  secondary.  Dr.  Buchanan  on  a  oas« 

240.  of,  treated  by  Urge  doses  of  iodine,  42. 
Skey,  Mr.  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 

tic  douloureux,  or  neuralgia,  181  ;    on  •                             •r* 
some  cases  in  operative  surgerv,  539; 

mi  the  constitutional  treatment  of  exosto-  Tape*worms,  eighteen  removed  from  a  single 

see  with  mercury,  798.  patient,  911. 

Sloet's,  Baron,  method  of  treating  epilepsy,  Tartar  emetic,  Mr.  Ellis  on  the  treatment  of 

142.                   <  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 

Smith,  Mr.  on  infinitessimal  hdmoeopathio  the  lungs  by,  369. 
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TMte,  Dr.  Akook  on  the  delenninatioB  of 
the  qaestion  wbich  are  Uia  nerves  of,  995, 
555;  Mr.  Noble  on  the  eeDse  of,  and  the 
qaestion  of  its  being  a  special  faacdon, 
614. 

Taylor,  Mr.  on  the  present  inadequate  mode 

'  of  remonerating  medical  witnesses,  with  a 
medico4egal  case,  9CT, 

Taynton,  Mr.  account  hif,  of  a  case  of  alraB- 
gulated  inguinal  hernia,  operated  on  with 
success,  624 ;  on  the  efScacy  of  chlonne 
in  scarlatina,  660. 

Tenancy  by  the  courtesy,  state  of  the  law 
respecting,  190. 

Tetanus,  review  of  ]M[r.  Blisard  Curling's 
treatise  on,  144. 

— — -  note  from  Mr.  Curling,  f  06. 

Thigh,  amputation  of,  by  Sir  Benjamin 
Biodie,  910. 

Thomson,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  feigned  parturi- 
tion, with  remarks  on  the  proofs  of  de- 
livery and  infanticide,  SSI ;  on  a  case  of 
immature  birth,  in  which  a  living  foBtus 
was  bom  soon  after  five  months,  865. 

Thomson's,  Mr.  British  Annual,  reviewed, 
339. 

Thompson^  Mr.  Lewis,  on  a  new  mode  of 
preparing  iodic  acid,  188. 

Thuroam,  Mr.  on  the  comparative  anatomy 
of  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  the  eyeball, 
and  on  the  theory  of  their  funetioas  pro- 
posed  by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Walker, 
333,  317  ;  on  the  late  case  of  poisoning 
with  unsound  bacon,  415. 

Tic  douloureux,  Mr.  Skey  on  the  nature  and 
treatment  of,  181. 

Tongue  swallowing,  carious  case  qf,  912. 

Tiaiwhina,  Dr.  en  a  new  method  of  pre- 
serving dead  bodies,  63. 

Travers,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  new  method 
of  operating  fin  hydrocele,  737. 

Tubercle,  pulmonary,  abstract  of  a  paper  by 
Dr.  Kingston  on  the  pathology  or,  379. 

Tumor,  m^gnant,  of  the  mammary  gland, 
account  oi  the  removal  of  a,  690. 

Tumors,  Dr.  Buchanan  on  the  treatment  of, 
by  iodide  of  potassium,  81. 

■■■  en^sted,  of  the  scalp,  removal  of, 

by  Mr.  KTeate,  910. 

Tomei,  Dr.  £.  notice  of  his  death,  800. 
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Ulcers,    scrofulous,    case    of,    successfully 

treated  by  large  doses  of  iodine,  47. 
Union  surgeons  and  their  pauper  patients, 

letter  from  an  old  navy  surgeon,  318. 
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Chancellor  and  Fellows,  422. 
■  the  Hadieal,  editorial  observations 

on,  463  ;  on  the  corps  d'61ite,  501 ;  Lord 


Braacbam*a  withdrawal  of  his  name  from 

the,5S7. 
Uaiveraity  College  and  Hospital,  Dr.  A.  T. 

Thomson,  639,  669,  719. 
Upas  or  Java  poison,  Mr.  Pcreira  on,  493. 
Ure,  Mr.  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 

lupus,  328, 
Ureter,  obsinioted,  Mr.  Allan's  caoe  of,  with 

nlcaratiaa  of  the  kidney,  and  abscess.  888. 
Uxine,  diabetic,  Mr.  <j.  O.  Reee*  analysis  of 

a  specimen  of,  52. 
Uwins,  Dr.  and  Dr.  J.  Johnson,  128. 


V. 


Veins,  operations  on,  879. 

Viper-bite,  case  of  poisoning  with  a,  cured 

by  sulphate  of  quinine,  591. 
Voice,  account  of  expeiiments  on  the,  by 

Mr.  Bwhop,  431. 


W. 


Wakefield,  Mr.  on  hom<BOpatby,  190;  on 
hifloenea,  as  it  has  prevailed  in  the  House 
of  Covreotion,  705. 

Wakley*s  act,  editorial  observations  on  the 
working  of,  341,  375. 

Walker,  Mr.  on  the  physiology  of  the 
muscles  and  nerves  of  the  eyeball,  86, 
368,  432  ;  on  a  case  of  fistula  lacrymali^, 
treated  after  Dupuytren's  method,  303, 

Watson,  Dr.  on  the  second  sound  of  the 
heart,  being  a  contribution  to  the  patho- 


logy of  that^orgao,  526. 
Wwd, 


Dr.   Ogier,  on  hydatids  and  their 
origin,  856. 

Weauierhead,  Dr.  Hume,  on  inflammatioo, 
^30. 

Westminster  hospital  reports,  590. 

Williams,  Dr.  R.  on  the  contagiousness  of 
^bus  fever,  and  on  the  "  Elements  of 
Medicine,"  538. 

— ->—  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  on  the  theory  and 
practice  of  percussion,  as  a  mode  of  diag- 
nosis, 609. 

Dr.  John  Calthorp,  on   nervous 


and  sympathetic  palpitation  of  the  heart, 

reviewed,  625. 
Winslow,  Mr.  on  homceopath^,  83. 
Wiseacres,  the  Lancet,  on  mcision  of  the 

perineum  in  labour,  415. 
Witnesses,  medicsl,Mr.Taylor  on  the  present 

inadequate  mode  of  remuneration  of,  267  ; 

treatment  of,  under  Wakley's  act,  in  a 

letter  to  Mr.  Aldred,  of  Yarmouth,  505. 
Womald*s,  Mr.  cases  of  dislocation  of  the 

head  of  the  femur,  657. 
Woodward,  Mr.  on  the  polarisation  of  light, 

910. 
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